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F OXR SALED
74 Thrillers (includ. lst 26 issues) 4d each; 34 Boys
Mags. Ad cach; 25 FNelson Ises (3rd New Ser.complete)
9d each; 12 Black Boss Lib. (Newnes 2d) 94 cach; 20
Dick Turpin Lib. (Wevwnes 3d) 1/- cach; % Robin Hood
(Aldine) 1/3 cach; 11 Robin Hood (Amal.Press) 1/-
each; 7 Boys Friend 4d Lib. 1/6 each; 5 Nugget weekly
9d each; 3 Det.Lib. 94 cach; 50 Szxton Blake Tib.cur-
rent series, some early, 3d each; 1 Tom Merry Annual
1949 5/-; 50 Aldine Robin Hoods (reprints about 1920)
bound in 2 brand new wvols. o¢f 25 each. Minus coloured
covers, 2o,/- per vol; 183 Bullseye, ccmplete -et,
conprising 4 tound vols.of 30 =ach vol, =nd the wvao-
meinder (§3) loose, newly bound, £12; Harrison's
Black Bess, or Inight of the Road, compiche set ex.
cept for 5 sectiomal Nos. 15/-; C.vright, 12 £shburnd
ham Ilace, Greenwich, Lcadon, S.E.12.

RESULT OF VOTING COMIBTITION No.l

There were a very large No. of entries and the in-
terest and support given were gratifying ia the ex.-
treme. Every votc was registered and checked by the B4
and his assist.adjudicator. Following is the final |
placing of the items according to the popular vote:- |
1.A.Barring-out-3tories; 2.1.Serious Character Stor- |
ies; 3.F.Comedy stories featuring Bunter; 4.D,Summer
Holiday stories; 5.0.Travel Stories; 5.G.Comedy Stor-
ies featuring Coker; 7.3.3chonlboy Cracksmen storiza;
8.B.Thriller stories; 9.H.Adventure stovies of St.
Frank's type.

) The amount of the prize has been increased, and
the B4, has pleasure in Aannouncing the prize awards
as follows:— 15/- to Stenley Kright, 50 Browning St
Birudford; V- %0 Ceorge H.Roberts, 31 Axdenlec Urive,
Relfas*; 3/5 to Harold uglen, 1) Broyside insad, Mano
chester. )

These competibors uent in entrico w
nezrly ce-incided with tas popular votc. a
are awards in ordsr of mcrit, Tustzl Orders
amount won have bheen despe tched,
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DECIZMBER 1950

To _all our Readers at howe and Oversgeas
A Very Happy Christwas and
Prosperous Lcw vYear,

FROM THE EDITOUR'S CHaIR.

Still another milestone. Here I am again
sitting down to write an end of a2 volume chat. It
only seems like yesterday whem I was doing it last,
but Oh! how much has really happened in the interval.
For, looking back I think it must have been the most
cventful year of all., Just let®s rzcall some of the
highlights,

Firat there was that memorable write-up in
'Leader Magazine' although that publieation no longor
lecads we still get recruits to our ranks as a result
of that article.
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Tkzn comc that <soch wmraking cvent, tho forming
of the Northern Scetion of the Cld Beys' Book Club,
followed by 1it's Dinner and thc Exhibition 2t the
Lecds Public Library, and I*ve just hcard of the
probable forming of 2 club in austrnlia of which
morc ~non.,

Other hoppy and stirring mecmorics - Len £iekmmng
north-rn tour, thc amnzing coincidence of Harry
Hartley ~nd my own littlc thrill - thc brondeast
from the Lecds studio, and then, of course, latcr in
the year, the grecatest holiday of my life.

as for the C.D. it's once ~gain beon o yoor of
Proeress. In Lecds ~nd c¢lscwher: I have now scorcs
of good fricnds of whosc existcnes I was complotely
unawars A ycar 1go. anoth:ir faet I think of with
pridc 1s that of thos: to whom I sent No: 1. Jjust
four yzars' ngo, 111 but . very few still vwelcome it
cueh month, no minr “chicvement, I ~o surc you will
21l ngrcc;  ~nd te 21l of you who hv:- civenmy
collcagus »nd myself such loynl support, ~rnd have
s21id so muny kind things ~bout our cfforts, wy most

crrtf21t thunks,

During the ycar T have had quite 2,000 lattors.
If T haven't answsred 11 thosc which rcquired =n
“ngwer very promptly or maybe not at =211, I Aam surc
I sh~1ll bc forgiven.

and now on to volumz five.

Grent Doings in austrlias- Thonks to the
cntorprisc of Zrnost Carter cmploycd in T:zlcphene
Accounts, $.P.C., Sydncy, therots a good prospcet of
2n 'Old Boys' Book Club' becing formcd 'down undcr'.
He put ~ smnll ndvert. in the Sydnoy Morning Heorald
to focl the way, “né my word! hasn't h: had an
cxeiting timc sincc.

L ’ﬁ‘“\ /l/ ?———“"j i&%ﬂ\\\ -
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Firet h: hoard wee thet the Gonoral Linn-g-r of the
P.C. wontcd to sce him.  F:oling 2 littls untasy he
cycd tht ordir. He nesdn't hav: hed “ny gqu:lms, for to
3 surprisc °nd d:light, hc found th~t th: "boss" hng
cn th: 2dvert., h~d beep » rindcr of the 'G:m' =nd
rgnct' ond simply wintod to tolk about 0ld timcs, They
*ttzd mon to mnn for quitsz a long time. It gcts you,
zsn't 1t? Vhot's worc, the elerk whe show:d him in hog
22thing to sy too.

Th.t's not ~1l, not by = lemg woy. Ioxt eoms
bertir on The Sundny Hirald, hnd  long chot, sow Zrnic'd
l1l:cticn, thon wiont brek to his offiec and did -
rrific vritz-up, ncarly n whole pags of it, with
oregucticng from the 'lingnot' and 'Unicn Joek' ~nd A
¢ of Zrnic,

Hz stortcd the artiel: off thus:- "It w-sn't - vory
. dvortisoment - just five lines in typc tht printcrs
L1 fiv: 'nd 1 hnlf peint - but whot ~ flood of nestlgin
oreught t¢ ~ lot of us.

Vory nlee werk. Congrats? Zrnic, I hepe you have
1 jolly gocd mictings and I wondor if Lon £~ekmin, Beb
'the, Bub “rd Bop hitcr nnd Co., aucsscd = froetion of
't th.y v.rc storting whor thiy met ot arehdol- R 2d,

} gt rtid tho COld Buys' Eock Club that Sundiy ~ftirncon,
, 8¢ VvIry limg "&£,

Th: L~st Lop. Dospits 1l scrts of 1ittlc werrics
- €009 will with thc anmunl., It's going to be ~ roee
inst timc but unlcss scwmething unfircs-cn ceeurs, I am
fidznt 711 ecpics will b: mailsd beofore Christmns. T
¥y wish it ecruld bz >rramgzd th.t cur many fricnds
rs:s ¢ uld hwe their's ir time for the fzstive 8cas0ng
I wn ~freid that is nct possible,

8/- Zneh ¢ffercd fir any f the fillowing L nster
Librori.: in r¢ms o nble conditicn:= 14, 16, 17,
19. W, H, Gicdhznd, 50 Porter 3d, Derby.
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Ccmpetitions: At the moment the elesing d-tc of the
Writing Compcotiticn hosn't arrivad, but itfs s~fc i«
say it has hcen 2 renl suceccss, and unless therc®s
~ change in the last few days, the type of stery
ccming cut first is guing t¢ be 2 surprise, to me %
any rate.
rc ccmpetitivns ¢n gimilnr lines will be
c'wirg in the new yenr, and in ccnnceticn with thesc
therc is an imprriant pcint. Vo hawe now 2 ecnsiderable
number ¢ f rcaders (verscns, 2and we think it :rnly fain
thcy shiuld be ~blc tc take part. T make it pessiblic
ws prepesc to extend the el sing datc, s¢ thot cven
these in austrolin ~nd New Zealand can take part if
thcy enter by air Mril, More of this ancn.
Mecanwhilc, ycu will sce ancther ccompctiticn
ancunced lovwer éown on this page - It's a
diffcrent type, 'nd c¢nc «f nc little importancc,
erc lct mc 7dd we've scme generous fellows in cur
circlc and tc whom are due the heartfelt thanks of

Yours sincercly,
HZRBERT LZCKEKFBY.

HWE WAUT A Naiis!

AND THERE'S 4 PRIZE FCR SUPPLYING IT.

Mest hibbies hove a nawe by which they ~re
reccgnised; the stamp ccllectcr is n philatelist,
the cigrrette eard ccllceter 2 eartophilist. But
the hobby tc which we are attached hosn't ong.
Isn't it abcut time it had? Sime « £ us have tricd
t¢ gropple with it for ycars, but we've failcd.

VANTED: Union Jacks [in good condition) issues during
years 1920-1924 inclusive. Josephine Packman, 27 Archd{
dale Road, East Dulwich, S.E.22,
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Welll cur numbirs hawve grown rapidly o f late,
3¢ ~uing the 1ct of us, simecnc mny be inspired. Tc
help yiu usc yrur grey patter, Rog. Hudscn Chairmnn
¢f the Northern Sceti n Old Boys' Bock Club, has
gencrously cffered a prize «f £1 ' r whot 1s ¢ nsiderdd
the bcst and mest apt effort.

The namc ctn consist of inc werd, ¢r a phrase,
if a phrosg, it sheuld be 1 shirt cne. Philntélist,
«n the free «f it, gives no cluc t. stomp c.lleecting,
maybe whecver ccined it went tc thc Freneh for
inspirntirn., But where we nrs cirecrned, try to get
s.aiething which lcaves no doubt s to whot we ecllcecet.
It isn't cnsy, still, it mny come t yoeu in . flash,
Sind y.ur coffert ~ling tc the cditer <n a2 plain
«f pnpcr, with y ur ntme ~nd ~ddress. You can
‘8 rny cff rtg ns yru likc, but ¢-ch shiuld be

4 swnll cvanitter will be fermzd tc judegc the
<rtrics, "nd it is t be b ped we find 2n iden goi d
encugh to 2dept ne rur (£ficinl name.

We hhve: new quite o numbcr ¢ £ ronders oversecns,
"nd wo thirk it is <nly f»ir thcy shculd have the
eh nec t. onter fur compgtiticn, SC in this instoncc),)
w. pr.pesc t wike clising date Februnry thc 6th 1951
Cverscns renders sh uld send entry by air kril, ~nd
in thcir e sz they need nct troublc ~biut entry fc:o.

S¢ new 'hawe a got,

PHAlITASY BY GASLIGHT.
By Jamnes Wnlsh

It wns, ncor cniough, thirty ycnrs! nge, A fow
d=yes t¢ Christons,

Twe schoclbeys, my fricnd ~nd I, had donnzd
cvere:nts and mufflers preporatery to lenwing the
C. sy warmth - £ the house, fir tutside the night wnas
ccld, -dark nn3 sncwy ( therc were, I receclleet, «nly
~ fzw flurrics, but th~t entitlcd me to say it was
"snowyn, ).
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But rn the threshild we paused; for we had
» preblem.  The spirit of the sciscn wos in the
“ir and appreprinte literaturc would, we deecided,
give the fircsidc ndded charm. But - there wes -
sn~g;  the chiiec was lorge ~nd cur fin~necinl
rcgources dn inversc rotic thorct. ! Which roiscd
the additionnl preblem - now «r «1d? I will
c¢l=borstc.

(n «nc sidc < the nenrby wain stroct wes
the lrenl ncws~gonts, whire, in the brightly-1it
windlwe rcpescd tontolisingly, the 1-tzst Christmas
issucs ¢f cur fwveurite bioks. On the cther - well
yiu h~ve ssen slddin's Cove (portumime versicn «f
ciurse); y-u would not, thew imigine it 28 ~ dim
and dingy gns-1it junk shep. But, y.u will r:mcwmben
it wos tho contonts - net the cave which dazzled
Aladdin's ~wc-struck cycs.

and 8¢ 1t wos in this - the fabuliug i
Edm nds. n's., 17 2daonds n hersclf wog - 1say ¢ f
~mpls preprrti.ons and, shall we say, wature vintoge.,
drcsscd in black she sat therz majcstienlly - a
kind «f female Prul Preut; and her « ft—cxorcsscd
(pinicn - ip hzarty cnderscment « £ A eccrtoin
Williw G sling - 1lcft us in no d.oubt ~e t. whot
shiuld bc the fats «f ~11 beys it birth?

I can rcnlisz now thet the go d 12dy - Gd
rest her srul - hod some cnusc fir it. Picturc us
there, in the largec part £ the ship nit roscrved
for <1d elothes 'nd shecsy n ozroup of sniffling
sch: 1biys, ns we prwcd the stacks = yen!  the
oounteing! - of cvory paper thot cver dclightzd the
yiuthful cyc and mind.

Ther: werc grecn streks, bluc stncks, pink
st icks ~nd multi-cc1l urcd stocks!

Even nfter 211 thes: yenrs, I get their
vusty sicll in my nostrils; ond, thiugh I dC not
prefess to hove © phenemintl meid ry, many of the
ccvers ~rc still vivid in my wind th ugh I have
ncver sct cyes «n thom since.
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¥ r instone:, I remewber » Populsr in which
Billy Burtcr, in bnthing cr.stumc, wrs diving intc ~n
-pel sure - n thing rew rknblc in thot s ve that tha
ercl-surc h=d » tiled f1 r nd n watcr! I « ften
w nd:rcd whot wnds hinm do itl

Then the Locs; o aysterirus (14 housc, fellows
pcoring thriugh the gatec «f the high wall (*nd «nc
Tolling « °f 1t') «r guzing intc the held (with dirty
grings- n there!l ) «f  giristcr troamp-stoier «r
being riwed ut (greged "né b und) t¢« ~ncther.

“a-t o gphers they inveked!

Then there weore those frscinoting 1ittle
skitehes -t the hend f the Biy's Fricnd scrisla;
bacemnzcr « £ Skull Islong ~rd tho ivy clirbing j
cf thz "Sperts - f St. Clives".

+ vivid, s w©; like thisc

£ the Buys Rela, hnd the impret - f lonticr om beot,
bat .r flcsh = Blaiks © the Bluc Crus~ders = The
Cor-v'r Chrupicrs - Froo Chrpping-Blick t Chaspicn
“nd Jany arc.

T-lking of the Renly, I uender if this wns the
ye r I biught the X°s igsuc ctntaining o stery
¢-11lzd (if wy oom ry scrvee e right) "The wystiry of
Grovdoors uronge™ (I hove @ v-gue ree. llzeticn it
conecrned Hondforth & Ccl).

Tasrc is - littlc st ry ~tt-chod t. this. Y u
scgy Wy friend ~ng I were met gotisficd with ~trely
ro-3irg ser -1 storics; wo cetunlly invertid curschay
cwn 3t rics tbout thawm. The plits "nd chorietirs waird
. f ¢ ursc, mcrely erbon crpics © f whot we rcnd;

(y u krow - thc Hion, this nd Tty that). The pcint
is, my fricnd b rrowed tho naac ngrondm re" for his
sch .1 nd for Ling, I felt = sinsc ¢f piguc ~t nct
hving 4 no s first.

The acary is, in siwc ways, ° prignint «mc for
mc bzeawsc this beyheod fricnd wos killcd in the
blitz ©ithir o sting's throw of tho seenc o f this

R

-

stirye.
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Other ucorries ~r¢ likewise clusivc; for
instinel, in the B ys Fricnd fuurpenrics, I reod
s ¢ yarns ab it 2 guartette who, ~t the time,
crptivatod we o re than the Fancus Five «r the
Terriblce Threc. They were knewn ~s Jock Jockson
& Cuey “pl 18t 2§ the fiur-scuething-.r- thers
(s B.b Cherry wiuld s:y) duc t. the fact that they
zach hril:d fr.m A diffcrent cuntry «f thc British

Islce. I heove n Jim rcecllcetion thrt ine cover
ghiwed them c2ch in natiun~l evostumc.

The lrgt st ck of Buff-1c Bills pcricdienlly
crpturcd sur nllcgi~necc; in thess I wng ften
Fortuntte, fir, ~s it wis » furm o f juvenile
Llitoroturc, the ¢18 oon did mot (bjcet t« r.o~ding
himgelf (h: h~d “eturlly act th: ronl Buff-1lc Bill
ip s:ra n ~nd doseribo3 his sheoting fimts t. =e)

I ciuld «fton toach hin £ir » zxtrs tusponez t
purchssc . n
But thrre was no typc ¢ f litcroturz I w uld

n: o howe thought - f bringirg intc the hous: thon
< Rusgsinn w. & think - f wilkirg irt the Kreoolin
with ~ DJnily 121l under his nrm.

I refir t¢. the Sextcn Blnkes,

I thirk ouch f this pirintal ~ntipithy hod
it's «ricin in o certnin zpiscde whirzby wys:<lf -nd
young fricnd deeided it would bo quits ~ jok: t
vy fathor o bit of's friecht; t¢ thisz -nd we
wayliid bim cne 3ark night ~s he wis coming i
path ~rd, hn 0 black stisks, sud ¥
cenfrintcd him with 2 requost t. "stick 'cm upt"
The rear portion «f wy “notomy still tinglcs -t the
rcecllcetion « £ what followed!

Littlc werc weleime werc kir. Bloke's riv-ls
in the scicnec <f deteetion - Dixen Howke (a
gront favourite at thet time) Tubby Hnig, Pater
Flint, Nick C=rter -nd vari.us lesscr lichts.

L/:”zjjrv
i i A .
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Well! we howve thumbed through gquitc ~ pilc,
this ¢rld wintry night; ~rc wc gring to anks cur
fin~1l chiice fr.m thot little pilc we hﬁve scrtcd
cut, «r sh~1ll wc slip acr:<ss thc rond, befire it is
too 1ite, t th: brightly-1it ncwsagents nnd greob

ne r twe «f thrse new issucs?

The decisicn is mad: frr usy = hang renches
up, thc grs-t~p turns; th: =mantlc turns rcd, then
bl ck ang the >ale, nhremie light flickcrs (ut 1like
scmc roluctant ghwst.

It hns beccrn wut now these mny yeors.
4 ncun tubz hos toksn it's ol-nce.

and s., Dior Fricnds, the gis-licht's
LiNC,
But still the mocmory lingsrs (n;
Pr.gress, nfi, th: llbht rcfines,
But FOT the bi. ks :n which it shincst
(¥ tc. £Bvezr since Jais tinlsh's first articlc
appcarzd ~ few o nths ~go, we hnve h~d
n sus rcgucsts fur core ~rticles from
him. 7211, he hos new rosgend.d with
¢ uplc, nd thcoy ~re both so dclightfully
Christo-ssy, th t thoey siasly h"d t. b th
gr irt. this ruaber; r2 hire 'nd the
¢ thzr in th: 11t nin sceti.n).

"TED URGITTLY Goig K¢s, 81lS nd 9246 J(scphinc
n, 27 archdnlc R g, 3~st Julvich, L ndin,

WAFTED B-rly Niovelettcs; pre St. Franks Nclson

ccs, "dimes" cnarly ccnics, including Amcrican
E. V. Fughcs, "Crswcll" 25 Hillsboere Rend,
Bigner Rocgis, Susscx.
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CLD BCYS' BUOK CLUB (L« ndcn).

ABEMWICH LMBSTING, Novcowboer 19th

The right pliec fir Scxtrn Blnks cnthusinsts
t¢ gather is, with-ut 2 d:ubt, geninl Chorlic
Yright's. Dcspite the greoat ciunter attrocticn nt
this mceting, thc intsrcsting dobatc botween
St. fronks and Groyfrinrs, the bust of tho famous
Brker Stroot Slcuth smilcd eontontedly »t the wany
«f his suppirtcrs proscnt 1pﬂ1ud1ng H. Pricec of
Morgntc. This mewber pissesscs 1l the Sext n Bl-ke
librmric¢s bar five, s hc was the contro «f attroctic
e ngst tho fans «f the detcetive ineludirg of
c ursc, Harry Hewer « £ the big sivile. Pricnd Lhur
¢ £ Blrkinnn, would hwe leved t hawe becn pros:ont
:spccinlly wher hostess Olive brought rut the Wels
bakcst nes.

The usunl club £ roclitics when so.on ably
dcnlt with by chnirion Lon. The siund finwncinl
pcsitirn wis warnly grected ond treasur.r Bob wos
un:nih usly thankc2 £ r the ~bl: way in which he hd
orepnrcd the rep rt.

A henrty wele. me given ¢ Diuglas
Ribins' ' n, whe is wcll kmiwn s "Cardgw the Cndv,
Genial Horry Hemer hod brougbt hic 2liong and 1t wae
grand t:. s:ic him onj ying thc <1d bo ks freo which
hc tc .k his ~li-s.

an cxhibitli n is t b: held in siuth Lo nden
oorly next yeor °nd is to be ‘rganiscd by ehzirunn
Len.  full detnils will app.ar in theosc e lunns,

Now erac .no £ the highlights f the mecting.
th: discussi:n bitwcen th: rivoal wmcrits - f St. Fronks
~rg Groyfricrs, Lon Packonn uphy 1ding the £:orucr ond
Regcr Jenking the 1atter. Bith gwe sparkling
spcoeches full of wit “nd pay repartcc, né the
listonors £r1l:wed thea with vory kcon intcrest.
Coing importial oysclf, I leave it t the cther
1cobcrs te sny which of the twe wer: th: bottor.

n
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In th: ~bsgirec «f scvoral Kolsen Lec
supp rtors, it wns not surprising that Groyfrinrs
wer hards dewn. The noxt discussiicon will be betwoon
St. Jims and Reckwoed with thc Vhiter brothcrs
bcerming fricndly rivals.

A twonty qQuosticon gquiz was ably win by Ron
Cr«1lic, Bcp Whiter being sceind, Elcanir Prckmnn
third, ~nd Bcb Blythc 2 gocd fourth., Len Packmnn
very grneicusly stocd drwn on this ceensicn to glve
seme «f the cthers o chancc.

Cn n motion by the Chairman, it was untnino usly
agrccd t¢ invitc Edwy Scarlcs Brorks to becerme 2
vicc-prcsident of the club.

Yext twoe wectings nrcs-

Hume Heusc, 136 LioZ@ship Lanc, EZnst Dulwich, Lindin,
3.2. 22 1n Sund~y, Dececuwber 17th.

anru2l Genoral Kooting at 706, Lo rdship Long,

;& Griun, Lendon, Fu22. 0n Sundhy, Jonunry 2lst.
1851. The clecetin £ offiecrs will tak: plicc ot
this ncsting.

attendnnec - M. Jac bs, Ian Uhitoors, a.Blunden
Jiohn Gol, J. Hurr.1ll, R« ger Jenkins, Ron Crellic,
srthur Lws n, B. Reynclds, H. Ffl~twan, R. Brown,

R n °nd liwren Deae n, Len, Jusic o BEloomer Packmnn,
n Whitcer, Chorlic ~nd Clive dright,
SRrry scr, Dougl-s (Cordoew the Cad) Rebinsen,
Jinz Prrr-ttnng, B.P.K. uillctt,
Bcnjnroin G. Vhitcr,

OLD B Y3' BOCK CLUB

N:.rtharn Sceticn

The o nthly mccting wos held nt 239 Hyde Park
R ~d, Cet bor 28th 195C. There was ~ grotifying
~ttnc3anec,
OFFERS INVIEED MIR: Union Jack, 1923. Complete in 2
volumes. Nos.1004/1029 & 1030/1059. Binding worn but
good. Contents in mint condition. J.Hepourn, 1 Sixth
Avenue, Blyth, Borthumoerland,.
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Chairman Rcs. Hudscon opened with 2 hearty
welcome to szver:l new mzmbers. Ee sais that in
the atmospher: of the Old Boys' Buck Club,
invarinbly stronszrs beeanc fricnds in very quick
tine.

Hc went on to say that in contrnst to what
nc had just said, he had unfertunntzly, scic
unplensint news to innounce for the woccting wes-
bcing helg without » sc crrtnwy orgsent. Cinciac ly
"nd frn nkly, he -X)l‘ln.u why.For sui: time, the

122 suowrn an inexplienbl:s  and objoction-
riniga tewrds th: London Club, This
r.oched o oelivix 't thc 1lv'st Lzcting when Lir. Snwyer
in ° deplorible cutburst, s2id. if “ny Londoncr d-red
te shew hig faec b onz ;f cur mectings, hg, the
szerc t ¥, %Weuld weolk cut. This had-caassd 2 lot
¢ rzscntucrt for onny of wur woobsrs hed fricnds
in tﬁv Linicn Club, ‘nf sewg h riecivod hoespit 1-
ity therc.. as tho scerct ry-hal alsc, on scvernl
LCC sicng, thrcztoncd te rosien 1f we Gid not

wplitcly brenk vy fron the Lorienm Club, it w.s
f:lt ioperative th't s acthing h~i t bz C‘Di. Th:
(fficizls ¢ £ th: Club h2d hrd 1 mecting “nd as- 2
rosult, e gl written o lottir to Mr. Shwyors

Jfur Chriroee than.rci. - eopy £ his lotter.
It 3 writton guitc court<iusly. -It skcd if the
3 cr tory intintsl earryinc cut.his . £t repontad

cit b oro 51Lc Lz ir .the oxhikition, If- hh :
"16*'t‘ At own frarcd he w ull hw. t b: asked t
38t e it W’S uv1d,rt he wrs ~t varianes witr the
rcst of the weobers. It-wos hepcdy howcvir, that
he would eontinue s an «rdin~ry sowber, nd t glve
the club th: benafit ¢f his und ubt.u \rfﬂnisint
~bilitics. Tributc w.8 p21d fir the wiork hc had
out in,

T: this-lcttzr, thc Scer:tn ry roplicd th t
he hod foundc i the Club, that he had not the |
slichtost intenticn f ro sifning, n. that he had
c'neillal th: wecting ©or the following Snturi-y.
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Our Chaira~n then went on to cxplain how
thonks, tc¢ scwme quick thinking ¢n the part «f
Gerald slliscn, the attcopt canccl the mecting
wrs frustrated.

I thzn cxplzrined hrw the Club actu~lly cname
t: be furmed follewing the success of the Londcn one.
I ~1s’ pointcd cut that nlthiuhg we were linked with
the parcnt bedy, it dic nit, in nny wvy Aattecmpt te
interferc with us, rn the e ntrary, it was nnxicus
tc help. lircwver, Lend n ond Northern whs nly o
bzeinning. I hnd just henr? that scwe £ ur
hustrnlinn frisnds, fircd by rur cxnmple, were start+
ing n Club thcre, nnd therc wns me roas:n why soon
thore shouldn't be  Sc ttish Club, nn Irish (nc,
~nd «thers in varicus parts «f Englnd.

Qur Chnirmnn thcn nsked f£:r » vete. The
rcsult wis the cffieinls acticon was endcrsed -
unanincusly.

The mecting then passed t. hoppier patters.
The scerctarys (Gornld Lllisin ~eting) trcosurcrs,
“pd 1librorians roports werc read showing o henlthy
atnte « £ affndrs.

The noxt mecting wos fixcld fir ¥ vewbcr 25th
sam: pligc.

Refreshments were thop tokon,  Fllowed, o
t~1lk by 'ur 1lady member, kiss Vern Contes. Ver: 1is
~5 .nthusi-atic 78 any . f the men, nd shc roeallcl
hzr .wn prnrticulnr foviurites, "The Schitl Fricgnd",
"Sch o 1pirl", Mognct, °nd Unicn Jack. Her tilk wns
auch @nj.yod ~nd it is hepsd she will s om have
an. ther turn. Tho Spenkcr fir the next wccting is
T.m Puckerin of Lid3lcsbr.ugh.

The mecting tthen got dewn to an 'a2ll in'
3igeussi- n., & plensing partof thiswas the way in
which ncw members niw cvidently complcet:zly ~t hamg,
jrincd in. Tt was "¢rccd thnt this 'I remenber when!
was the best we have had ycte.

SATE: "Claude Duval" by Henry Downes liles; published
1861 (459 gages} in original bindin%. Perfect condit-
ion. Also 23 “"Boys Friends" 1919-1921. Offers. Honer-
sett, 65 Orchard Koad, St.Annes, Iancashire.
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liembers present:- Reg. a. Hulscn, Gerald
Alliscn, Vera Coates, 3tanley, kirs. and Keith Knight
V. Harrison, C. Topham, T, F. Roach, Srnest Hubbard,
Clive 3siwmgson, Horace Twinham, Harry Barlowu,
'/, H. /illiamson and Herbert Leckenby, liorthern
Section Correspondent.
(4 oersonal note: I think it should be put on
record that our Chairman handled the regrettable
business of the resignation with admirable ability
and tact. - H.L.)

BRUADCAST ON 2.G.B. SYDIEY, AUSTRALIa, 2.11.5C,

By E. C. Carter.
(LD BUYS' BOUK CLUB.

The function of the O0ld Boys' Book Club is to
be similar to those of the..£}d Boy's Book Clubs of
Londorn and Yorkshire, which formed for all those
intcrested in th: subject, to assist fellow
collectors in obtaining certain nuwbers, exchanging
copies, and discussing the old storics wc loved so
much in bygone ycars.

e have the famcous lagnet storics featuring
the immortal BEilly Bunter, I'ipper and the Boys of
St. PFranks in thc Iiclson Lec Library and Sexton
Blake and Tink:zr in thc Urnion Jack and Scxton Blake
Library ani many othérs.

Fcw discoverics about Sexton Blakc and liclsen
Lcc arc passcd on by rcader to r.aler. Long
conccalcd idertities hidden behind :in names arc
rcvcaled. deszarch is wadc into tnc ori.in of
ccrtain books. Somctimes 2 quiz is fratur:d. our
hobby is sprcading rapidly in Now Zcaland; Greoat
Britain and thc Unit.l States.
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Thosc intsrcstcd in our hobby 2t 2ll, I fecl
sur:z wculd bring back 2 flood of memerics with thncsc
familiar words of Billy Bunt:r which wc us:zd to hcar
SO0 lorg ago.
"I say you fcllows, wait for mc"

"Alright Billy, we will".

A RENAGKARLSE COLLSCTIOLN .

by Herbert Lickenby.

7bilst I was in London I saw just 2 fracticn
of what gust b onc of the most uniquc collecticns
of poricdieals in cxistone., from soms puints of
view poussibly only sceond to that of John Mederafts.

It Jiffecrs from mest by the fact that thorc
arc nce bound ecpilcs, cvery single onc boing lucsc.
D:spitc this thcy arc in as immaculatc a2 conditicon
a3 thc day thoy eame off the machincs; that's the
striking thing abcut this ccllceticn, They must
have been stercd away with the greatost earc for thor
nt 2 trac: f dust at thc cdgzs ¢r rusty wiring.
In sh.rt thcy arc a frast for—the eyes. Therc's
th usands cf ccpiles almest cvery boys paper published
gincc the carly ycars . f the century including the
cimics., Uhat's mirc, thcre arc numcr<us Feg 1's,
including thc lingn-t, Gew, Bowpirc Library Thriller,
lirry and Bright @un and Meti'n, Fir:fly, tc
minticn some ot random.

In ndditicn, adult pap:rs, likc Juhn Bull,

Tepical Times, Juhn O' Londons Weckly. John Blunt,
T.P.'s YVickly, Answcrs Library and many mcrc.

T
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This astinishing ccllcetion, I may say,
belongs to enc ¢f cur eireclc, Charlcs Vennimere of
Hounsliw, and there's an intcoresting story tc
aceiunt fir it's existence. Ycars ago, Charles's
rczlatives had 2 numbecr o £ newsagents shops scattered
¢ver Lendrn., Scmeone had the inspiration tc st.ore
carcfully awsy, ccpics . f the papcrs s they wire
publishcd, 2nd - goodly preporticn rcmin until
this day. What ~ grand ideal

Anywiy, I kncw I gazcd <n cipics ¢f papcrs
I h~d myszlf boughtfirty or merc ycars 2go, and
they werc merc spic ~nd span than my cwn copics a
day after I had brught them.

¥csl  a rocmarksble eclloetion.

“Hamilronia,

Cenducted by Herbert Lcckenby

Herots A lawgh! Yheire do ycu think Billy
Bunter has gt t- new? You'd never gucss in a
mnth « £ Sund~ys, fir it's 2 st2id lenrncd journnl
(f thc Medieal Pr. fcssiinnl which gives him »
paragraph. Thc producti.n is impressively doseribed
ag MClinieal Exccrpts"™ - A Journ2l « f licdern
Thernpcuties. Whnt arc they doing with Bunter
there say y'u "Carving him up?". Nct exnetly.

They denl with him in =n article callcd "a Foost of
Fat Things" - Obcsity through the secs. after
dealing with « ther frmous stout ‘ncs it stys.-

"S¢me rcaders may rcemcmber the gluttoncus,
mndneicus, and cbtuse Bllly Bunter, frr many ycars
cpe of tho principal chornetcrs in 1 popular weckly
for bcys. Dctesting any form « £ physical excrtion

c wadc an impressive foilfor the nthlctie "herocs
f thcsc seh:cl stoerics.”
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A littl. pcoprus perhops, but at lcast cne of
the writor®s ccllcagucs did , and docs rend the
lngnit, £ir the journcl was sent to we by tur DT.
“ilscn . f Glusgw, whe gays g...d humurcdly "I hwwve o

coling tht thc rather lofty and ‘supcricr tonc .
73 pted by the writer in spcakirg - £ Buntcor rings
fulsc. I think he'll read the Mognet on the quict”.

dnyv .y, it's-scocthing «f an achicgvoucnt, I
wendcr whore ths Owl will wondor t next, "Veoguc",
anybec? - = ae ¥

THE PICK OF THZ SERIZS. NO3 1, °
The Beb Cheorry Kidrooping Scrics. by EBric Foyne

lr. Hawilt n was alway particul-rly ~ttrroetive
whin writing nb ut kidn~pping, sccrct pnssnges,
ancient vaults, and the like. The reader never had
any doubt as to the identity of the kidnapper. The
villain was always c¢bvious, and yet, so skilfully
did the writer manage things that the reader had a
thrilling glee in waiting to see whether his detetive
powers had stoocd him in good._stead.

The Bob Cherry kidnapping series appeared in
January and Februdry 1934. There were five stcries
tc the series, which tcld of the machinations of an
¢1d boy, Franz Kranz, and were pleasantly interesting
tales, with sound characterisaticn, though the
dencuement lacked ar criginal twist.:

Undrubtedly, a better series, on the sawe ‘theme
was the Tom'Merry kidnapping which occured in the
Gewm, commencing llay 1922. " There were five tales tc
this series, toc, but thé plct develcped in more :
thrilling style, and the finale was a masterpiece cf
suspensc.

Very much akin tc the Bob Cherry scries was
the Rockwood taste of kidnapping, inscmich as the
kidnappcr was an ¢ld bcy of the schonl whose name was
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Lagden, and the victims were bidden in the vaults
under Rookwood, just as Bub was hidden in the vaults
under Greyfriars. It was cme of the best cf the
Reckwiced serics.

Similar in idea was "The Rystcry of the Palnted
Reem” which appearsd in the Gem Xmas Number ¢f 1913.
It was 2 taut and excellent stiry, and was pr<bably
the first «f thc kidnapping tales.

In c.nclusiin, rne cannct lcave this subject
withcut recalling thc kidnapping « f Mir. Cuclch, the
ace unt f whieh was given in thc later days of the
lingnit, running from bofi re Xmas 1939, t1ill Sastcr
1940, It was 2 finc and susponseful scrics, but
far $cc ling.

A CERISTLAS PRUBLEL

By Jamcs Walsh

I hecaved 2 sigh such us might be cxpccted
frem a general whe has successfully wiged 2 ling
ard nrducus capptign.

The scasinal (rgy « £ hunting °nd buying,
givigg 7nd scnding was <vir ond the chaws of
Christmas Evc had given wiy to the comparative
calm « £ the great day itsclf.

The Christmns farc had bcen dealt with
in < manner n. t unworthy «f 2 Bunter I r.oflccted,
as T th ughtfully fastened up - butt. n preovi.usly
1c¢sened at the dictates « f prudcnee.

Thc culinary deportocnt had taken cver b
repnir the ravnges conscgquont upen this agsnult o m
the said fare, and said dept.; being femnlc, I was
sxcuscd (n the gr unds «f becing ncither uscful KT
ornamcntal.

Some inte;esting comments on Greyfriars, in which
trofessor Denis Brogan played a part, appeared in
"Glasgow Herald" Tor two days in sucdession. See

—Jjanmary ¢.D,—m ——
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This pcri-d wns plenisantly cccupied ir
instructing scnny in thc use . £ his necw train sct
(the ungrateful littlec brat! "Can I play with
them now™ gays he).

It was n'w cvcning; with n 1ittlc tact -
and nct 1 little cunning ("the firc's 1it in thc
front yoom™ I tcll the ¢ldcr folks - "the Christmas
trec's 1it" I tell the y-unger cnes - "Why don't
yiu gather round them?”)  family and fricnds are
inveigled inte g ing int <nc place - and staying
there.

T th¢ siund . f juvcnilc chatter and feminine
gr8sip and thc intcrmittent ernek £ erackcrs 2nd
nuts, I stcnl, 1likc thco Ar-b, silcntly woy to pass
the ncxt ecuple « £ hours in the highly congeninl
mannir o8 shnll prescntly transpirc.

8c hzr: I m, =t 1last, cnscineed in the arm-
ch~ir in the "sce nd-best" rocm. Having donncd
c=rpct slippers, I prke the firc tr a roaring blazc
and turn - n the radic & prrvide some s ft back-
gr und music. ’

At my sidc is n littlc tnablec «n which reposcs
2 bettlc ond gless erntaining, for this - nec,
scmeothing n 11ttlc stre nger than watcr nnd s.mc
light rcfrzshocrts (quitc ~ @utts-Buntor cimbinati.on
wh~t?). Lighting thc annu-l cigar, I scttlc dcwn
t tho litermry :eccupati n which is thc subjeet f
this nrtielc (whnt! s it's n. t s lgly c necrncd
with th: potty p ttcrings «f this Walsh f:lliw?  All
righty =n ~uth(r's gt t: crcatc atmespherc hasn't h

~ TFw, if T v~z an Englishman ¢f the <(1d school,
it w uld bc the timc t. reach down from the shelf,
the well-thumbid ecpy ¢ £ the Christmas Car 1 and
rcnd t my nsscmbled ~nd ndiniring fomily, nc f the
wcll-leved pass-ges theoreing

0w, I ~a 21l £ r trodision, ~bove 2ll, =%
this scis n £ the ycar ~nd thnt is what I might
hove done - but £ r the advent . £ a ecrt:in
lir. Rich~rds.
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Br I'm nit such an 1d fogey that I bjcet to
my traditi n being, as it wer:, a little stramlined.
Had it bscn ncecssary to travel fir my Christmns
b’ 1idays 2nd had I becern «ffcred the use « £ ~ny form
.T tramspirt, onst rr prescnt, I tught, in the best
rioantic traditicn, t¢ hav: chosen ene ¢f Mr. Dickens
stage-ctnchzs. And had I becn travelling, fir
instoncc, Acr. 83 the dcse lnte mrors to Yerk perched,
in the facc «f =n lcy-ccld blast, ¢n tep «f the said
stngc=-ctnchy, I w uld nr drubt, havc muttercd "This
is the real thing!” (On the (ther hand, thore might
have been ~ "blast" «f ~ different kindg!l).

But if, nlternatively, I had becn offcercd the
uac (f :n¢ f Mauly's rocay snlo.n ears t° takc me
t¢ the Tewers would I, sunk in the st cushi. ns,
prcfer the jingle «f the hersc's harness t¢ the soft
purr «f the enginc and the faint crunch «f thc crisp
sncw undcr the specding wheels? Would I - 3

Welll talking of Mhuly brings me back to carth,
a1t lenst the firzsidc, nnd ls:: ths littlc problew
thot hos to be dzelded. # r, sprcad round my feoct,
ar: quite o nuwbsr f brightly-crverced paricdicenls -
thoy 2rc mostly Magnsts, »nd all Christions numbcrs.

Ta. krencts dotc fr..2 1926 =5 I hovin'™t beun
abl: tv “egquirc 2ny c-rlicr ccpics (I just c-n't
rosist thc lure of o fre: -avt.) but they will
privide cniugh food for thought.

You sz, cach yonor ot this scas rn I rend or,

t be mre ¢xiwwet, ro-rznd scveral «f thise Xors
nurbers, but this ycar I just car't mak: up my mind.
57, t. wake the problcm gasicr, let us e rsider the
cssentinl ingredicnts of nr idcal Xos scrics.

Thire must, «f ciursz, bz snw - lashings .f it! ~ng,
pers(mally, I alwrys fccl highly dis-pp: intcd with
any civer in which th: sncw is net, at least,
dribbling ~ll <ver the title letterst
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Lock at the Magnet issues fur Xmas 1928 -
how dupressing! (a grim series this, featuring the
villianius Scamss - lacking the typical "F.R."
humercus interludes). Therc oust them, be a nicc
contrast ¢f fun and frivclity and hair-raising
cxcitement.,

The action must net be tee confincd; wo nust
havc thc blazing lcgs ¢n the wide <1d hcarth
castirg ruddy rcflceti.ns on the dark ¢1ld panclling
and, pcrhaps, a suit «f armcur. But wo wust have
als:, dark, wintry nights thc icy wind whirling the
sn-wflakes int. cyes «f thc ouffled-up Jjuni.rs as
thcy wend their way to invostigat:s the coric
happcnings in thc ancicnt, ruincd .1d pricry,
starding al.nc and dessrtcd irn the snuw=lacin
ciuntryside.

And, t+ rcad such a yarn, turr up "The Phart. o
«f tho Mrat Housc". sh! a very «1d and rarc hagnctd
v, wy dzar fricnds! tho last Xwas scrics « f all
and "the wastor" writing at tho height £ his p wors}

and, spcaking « £ phant.ws, thoy ar: a sinc qua
nonc, thiugh it is nct cssential that thc gho stly
visitirs b¢, «r appcar t¢ bc, frcm ancth:r and 1lcss
sutstantial werld. This pattern tend.d t full cut
«f fashi.n in mre roeont ycars; aftcr all, it was
alvays ar anti-climax t Jisc vir th: "gh.st" was
simply a 2icecc ¢f gauz: ‘n a stick as in an Ctrly
¥z1ls n Lce I r:oad.

S+ it is accepted that we pr:fer in cur Xoas
st rics s mc sinistcer and mysterious visitant whe
cn, apparcntly, varnish thrcugh sc¢1id walls nnd
pancls, This, «f c.urse, prividcs amplc scipe frr
the s:zascnable ceccuprtil n «f cxpliring o uldy vaults
and scerct passages!t

Jc11! it scems I have but just sat dowe when
infrroati.n is conveycd by spceinl mcsscnger from
tac rext room that proparaticons fir toc next
¢nslaught - r th. family larder arc ab ut to be set

cn foct,
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sr, tnking A quick nibble at the turkey's log
and ancthcr gulp ¢ f “h—er - limcjuicc and scdn,
let us rcsist the temptotiin b linger 1N ng the
rcspcetive dclights of Vnart. n Lodgc and Maulcvercr
T wers and make .ur decisiin.

1 have had mine - unhesitntingly; Christuns,
this year, I 2o socnding 2t 2 scpi-ruincd ¢1d mnnsicry
‘n the wild Deven coist, to wit, 2 1pclly.

add to the cxcitement which such 2 leenticn
vould «ffer t. such hig -gpirit.d youths s wc h~ve
with us - the Fao us Five, Swithy nd Redwing,
ccursc, -ur prizc porpist - ths quest £1r = 1ost
troasurs f doubliins fred o sunkcn armadn galluon
in thc nearby cove and tho thrills will sufficc cven
if ycu spend cvery ¢ thor Xoas vacatinn at your
mzidcn auntst

And "The Socetr. ¢ f 2+ 1pclly” - 1 X¥n fr.m
the arpndn - is s rcar tho authcntic articlc =28 =2ny
Ity: mct writht

And th-n thers's - MAll right, dor, I'n
c maingt"

5 rry chnps, I iust leave you = but yru will
j in we thirc, m n't you?

WANTED - ¥.13. n Locs, OLé Scrics, kes: 9y 141, 166,
169, 227, 230, 232, 233, 234, 236, 244, 246,

o/- ¢ach., Third Scrics, 50, 58, 70, 152, 1/6¢ ench.
Als. Muggct and Buys Fricnd LBS with 3t, Franks
Strrics. -

G rd:w Th opscn, 85 Dscrpnrk R d, Bolfnst,

Nerthern Irclond.
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Nelson tee Column

t————————— Conductcd by Ribert Blythe
(All comounic~ticns tciperarily to Lo nard Pockuan

27 Archd2lc Road, Bast Dulwich, Londen S.E, 22,

cll, folks, I'm scrry tc report that the
S5t. Fronk's versus Greyfriars debate rcesulted in -
un~niuvius win for Greyfrinrs! I put up a good
shcw "nd pullcd «ut ~1l thc st ps, but shoer weight
«T rmumbers proved the kcy print.

¥ind you, I de not ecnsider this 2 truc verdiet
boenusc, with 2ll duc respoct to nll tho s whe were
prosent, it was too wueh t0 cxpecet them t be
¢ bplctily unbinscd in their vete. Novertheloss, to
bc quitc hencst, had merc St. Franks suppert.rs begn
prcsent, the rcsult would pribnbly have bocnm the
samc - but by a much swnllcr worgin,

Unfi rtunatcly, timec wuld nit pcrwit cither
fricnd Rrger or oysclf tr denl with cach . ther's
vari.us p ints, but ~t scoe futurc date, I hope e
battlc this ‘ut 2t sueh grcat:or length. S5till, it
w23 211 viry onjoynblc =nd well rcecived by the
clmp ny.

The 2.G. Meccting t¢ bc held at Woed CGrecn in
Jamunry, will be a rcal "Star D", Frstly, T ap
given t0 belicwe that, (D.V.) g+ d ¢1d Beb Blythe wil
bc with us - and th~t in itezlf calls for a great
rcecotin and finc attcndance which will undiubtedly
weleone him. Sectndly, the d:bate will b. Nclscn
Lee vérsus Scxton Blake, Here, cnee ~gnin, we shall
hawe B. 3. Brocks nd the Fels n Lée t¢ the front,
but s my wifc is taking up the «udgcls ~n behelf
of Sext'n Blak:, pcrhaps I had bettor leave it ot the

New fir scmc mcre geood news. I think I ean
safely say that in January, Beb will be back 'in
cffiec’ and the Column will (nec agnin be it's forwer
self “nd nct the shnd-w it hns been for the past fow
wenths.  Good luck, Beb! Prcgsarrn 5t. Franks!

L

L
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Tels:n Lee G luomn ¢ nt.

T¢ wind up, hcre is thc ususl bateh (£ titlcs,
(1lst ¥ew Scrizs).
34, Thec Speetre of Handforth Tower, 35 Hondforth's
Ghr-gt Hunt, 36, Thc Knights «f Northostrio, 37,
Handforth th. B 1ld, 88, Thc Scheelbey Knight-crront;
39y Kngsker's nrﬁﬁd 4C, Thc Schodlbry Slavos; 41,
“bc 3t. Franks's brusﬂdcrs; 42, The Scerct ¢ f the
Nerth; 43, Handy the Conquercr; 44, The Deluge At
St. Pronksj; 45, Thc Marconcd Schecl; 46, 5t. Fronks
adrift; 47, Hoandforth's ark; 48, The Flo+ting
Schccl; 49, The Schoolbpy Barcccs; 50, Spring-
clcaning a1t St. Fronks; 51, The Funk f St. Er;nks,
52 Shunned by St. Franks, 53, The Hount:od Scho:lboyg
54, Handy Curcs the C.wordj; 5§55, Thc Frosh air Ei;nds-
56, St. Franks in Cp; 57 Reman G 1d; 58, The Sche! b-
by Pirc=fightcrs; 59, Farwmcrs wll; 80, The trcasurs
cf Tibcrius.

Siversl Itcus o f lews Intcrcst Frank Richords,
I.vembecr 6th 18950,

Doar Herbert Leockenby,

M:ny thanks f'r the C.D. »nd y.ur lctter beth
crummcs with intircst., My first pr. cccding after
rcnding the lattir was to despnteh an (rder 0 ny
brckscller f.r "Clinienl Execrpts”. n8 Yy u say in
ycur foeotnete, that attractive writer Ncville Cardus
has becn rather lzt down by his memory herc =nd therel
"Dedwiod Dick in Pluek!™ Oh, Mr. Carcus!
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+to convey the festive season
determined to lowe rrself in hi

in=lav, .ory Ann Clusoins. W\
one guite the o tes ‘f10se o |
all the old Tuletide atwos here i1,




1¢25 Imas atory
just that sort of th
L!o'tec't:.\‘a. e gool
o In +ho
.:Lr::
ipr
act cn:s and

lalio 'ms
railies of

5 tLie of the
~%ien Llivoe Cne con well ronder hat has
~ened to ail thls soirt of bo—day. ot one iotn of
smes snirdt eon Le found in the 'Jcc:i'.‘.:e'x >
the thors rotisr then the editag
ouldhe rou thoze resiongi 11::

of the L stroct, % ol couro
cmngod if the -~lung red to

nd £ nilies
wly Nennye i
to the prect o wr'tm' of nmas, {
liong==-a good t sy merry

a, -hien “eonle a1y of ench
when the enres of the rzey years -re

t acide Jor a Wwief %o 4 21

widthclie ig
eace on erith fo

his ro dnrs lorc them dn\ r old ST LV Ng.
oar old™® : uclly o -ns grite o youn~ -
1uvrr..‘=oleq-~




361

Y, ALLIoG roviceTs

or Py BRI CCT05LL 1650,

iloe 225 "lLS CAS 0F T4 SPIV!S SLuiiT.

Quitc good. A bafiling
incde

Sexton Slake docs not apnear wmtil o
he and Tinker CLSC VoY ComNg
nieture g‘m‘cn of owr Unplish aubryo gengstor, tho Spiv, is
dicturhingly 1. t ore coriticisie hrir on the
safc doore Sm‘cly it -ould heve Boon displaced vhen the
butler discovercd dhic thefb, wndyct Zloko found it <hill

led ovar a 'Mwrinter's pio' pn poge 393 a
¢o the rcauding thds:=-

wtrect noir wnre vell “nowvn at the
hory for roars tiaey vemt up in the 1lifte,

W AFLAT GF D

Snivs ol London Tovm, a

othor cdveirtire i '«g the
i s rother losor in tho

c diffcront
sec. lo.
hoir leader,
only unconvincing. c
neyer heve boon ablo to

s & sayster lz-yvor, w=s the
2L ocoardly veletwdineriin
ave such a zohg of young

Tho tale - vxy “oll tolds 3lake zid Sho Yard
srorkod harmoniously togo‘f:hcr, ik the Sckor Stroct man s
ahle to say 'I told vou so! .o usual -t tho ond.

Yus, tvo enjoyablo

t token a look ot ixss D's lardor. Semc twrlicy ry
™IOT . ¢ the Jn2s pudding o wot ego and
the nince niog-—=—=- o rolle¢ his cyos cloquently.
Tinker = Xmas 1825,

Tlye ju

¥ —
hoy ——n




wito o fo of the Uud. and 5,0.,L. authors aro and
vero novulists in thoir omn rigtt. Donuld Stuart (vhoso
aliag "ms, I think, Gorald Jermor) »roducsd wany detoctive !
novels.  Ue 8e Jrooks trote ot loast one novel, and Gya ;
roducod at lecst one, tho coibral thate of -high i
le used in some of hiz U.Jj. storics.
¢ oroduced four novels cnart svom hig |
2 Az far boek as 1725, the

in corrogpon- i

writer con reecll h
d-iec to produce o b osms mot wrkil chowt 1935,
aver, or ¥ 1926 thot Skene's first novel "Five
Derd Len™ wis Dpublishcds  Its combral charactor 'xs ons
sutro, a scorct scrvice mam tho Skeno used as the comtral
figure in one or tvo of his old "Thriller" yarns.. Tho
novol mas originclly scrislised in tho ULION JACL. Its
plot s novel and well <orked out, and T 4hink it sold
quito well.  On the fly lcaf of my copy is o goncrous
inscrintion by irs Skono to thc cffuet that it is dodicatoc
%0 the omly mon vho thought he voudd onc dey Trito a novel.
The sogond book by Skoie (publishod by Stanley Piul)
e cellod '"The iasks™e I think tho author once told ro
it wns an oxponded version of o rejected U.J. story. This

tob s & good vern, vritten in Skcne's inindtable stylo,.
Tts plot shifled from the Tolsh Lowrttains to sacirica and

its conflond, and Skono's chinractor driving of Ancrican
rackctoors and thugs wore ver c and agcuratc, It vus
about o bodk - hieh contained thc nones of highly nlaced
Arericon Diginess non end police offieials and judgos vho
wore irmlicatod in tho racketss TH guts ouvt of the right
honds ond into Sutro's.  The movel, theveforo, -wus rothig
if not oreitinga

The third novel "Gellows Alloy" s in oy oninion
wogt abitious cfforts Althoush it <125 a thriller

& on ottempt to produce a pure novel also cnd his
offort vus succossfuls Itc cemtral choractors including
"Ludder" tho killer wore all wory nuch "alive™ cnd for ubowt

-t
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FOR SALE: Many typcs of old Boys Books inecluding
nearly all Magncis 1934-1940 and many others back to
1327, Also hundrods of Goms, Schoolboys Own Libs.,
Union Jacke, Detective Vecklics, very carly Chamo-
ious, vie. cle. Pricoes reasonable.State requircmentis
and cnclcse S.A,.8. for particulars pleasc. WANTED:
Ccod wiices offered for C.D.Annuals 1947,1948,1649,
also Toe @31 Buuber Juoks (Skilton) and Tom Merry
Docks {(uandewville). SISCIAL UFFBR: I offer 3 early

Pink Union cacks in exchange for each pre-1915 Mag-
net sent me. 0ld Boys Book Specialist. Gordon, 180,
Bryn Rd., Brynmenyn, Near Bridgend, Glam.




Tt -ould nced the sagic pon of tho groat naster of
hristmes, Charles Digkons himsolfy to deseribe it.

gplash Page ,apt coiner e@f phrascs, confossod hinsclf
that a0t oven w=th the new fowntizin gon 2lako had given fdm
for JnB, could he do adsouate juﬁiiga to a deseripticn

of tho repaste. 4 )
The Surkey, e cagnificenmt bingl, had done its duty
sobly on tho alfer of Christmas; o { #here cane a solemn,

grepotic rongrt »cforc the entry of'dhc Uiristnas pudding.

Pinker fingoroed iz colinr o #rifle rucfully -ad
grinnod 2t Splash Page. '

MGec!l I liepe I find roon for it, Splash," ho
jammered, cnd o notted e dimiseylptbe dress inisteoct
rether dovbtfully. ; ey )

irse Zordell, fliudied, triumpiiort, siiling, attired
4n o black #ilk dress in honovbiof the rredt eceasion,
gerod ot thd noncnt wifh o FReBter boaring the pudding
. wable insnirding objcet erevmad gith = braneh of !wlly,o;mL
0o vith delieious Janeica n?q'.

pesarvassassbinnee
: of thit seckd o you arc cajoying your am
You 21l find that'Mhe soirit of Scxton 2loke
ns i1l oabor Eabeo yoixr ase
i

. - |-
Jrve n gooed Biro Tollow
L%

. 1. Dond,

WANTED!! ! Collectars DigeshiAnnuals 1947,48,49, and
monthly. numbers 1 - 47. Bill Martin, 93 Hillside,
Ston‘bbxjidge JPark, London, LW.10. o

ERIC FAYNE hes received 60 letters of enguiry in conp
nection wish his announcement in the last issue of
¢,D., and regrets he has been unable to reply to every-
body who .Jas written. During the next few weeks: he
will endeavour to do so, and he apologizes for the
unavoidable delay.




