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Yorkshire’s Dreadful Dictator

ANY of York's citizens have
squeezed past him in parrow
Petergate. or as he loitered in

tiny Whip- ma. Whop- ma Gate.
Perhaps the word “dictator’” calls
up images of things military, and
you remember that York is the head-
quarters of the Northern Command.

You would be right, for that is
Herbert Leckenby's address, but
here is no military ﬁguj He is
exactly what 1 wd—-a readful’’
.dictator!

The explanation > Tf you read
book reviews at all, you can scarcely
have failed to notice—for they have
appeared under "‘banner’’ headings
in most of the National and Sunday
press—eulogies of a new hook called
“"Boys Will Be Boys,” which is a
history of all the boys’ p('rlod\cah
which' delighted our vouth,

But the redl]y authoritative review
is yet to be wnitten—and samewhete
ia York City Herbert Leckenby will
he writing it in that minute, not too
legible, bandw:iting that is so
familiar to his several hundred
subjects. For Herbert Leckenby is
the world-recognised authority on
the papers which we have' all Tead
under opened desk- lids, or in
serluded aitics; the papers: which
our pamnts stlgmahsed as “‘Penny

Ewry month, the "'C ollectms
Digest’ of which he is the editor

by J. Stewart Hunter

goes out from York to collectors all
over the world; every day before he
goes ta work in the Telephone Ex-
change of Northern Command  he
has skimmed through a thick bundle
of “fan mail."

What kind of people are they who
s enthusiastically collect this class
of literature 2 There will be a
twinkle in Herbert Leckenby's light
blte vves, us he answers the politely
un:pukt‘n question,

“No, thev're not crazy! Among
us is the headmaster of a well-
known public school; an actor whose
name is & houschold word;
men: several writers and artists and
of course, many varieties of ordinas
John Citizen—clerks and <o

-heavch -soldiers and shog ke(’pers,

manufar turers and musici

for the collect-

“Coll.ctor's Digest”
ing of boys' papers is fast becoming

a "'big business.” The “Gem' and
*‘Magnet’" on which you spent your
reluctant  Saturday penny in the
days before the first World:- War
now costs the collector éunr or five
shﬂlmgs—ud 1,711 “Gems''

1,683 ""Magnets” were issued! itr?1
quite as expensive fo collect the
Victori dreadfuls’; the complete
""Bineskin"—a. hefty Volume rival:
Jing a family pible in size—is worth

e pounds, and such rarities as
"The Wild Boys of London' or

“‘Sweeney Todd, the Demon
Barber" considetably more. Indeed,
much of Herbert Leckenby’s curres-
pondence deals with the vexed
question of prices—is No. 149 of the
“*Marvel” to be considered a special-
ised number, or would it be
unethical to offer thirty shillings for
a missing number of the “‘Sexton
Blake Library"?

You need not, with memories’ of
glittering  uniforms and outthrust
chins, fear to meet this dictator,
Spare, and of medium height, in
uncbstrusive tweeds, fiftyish (umesu
you glimpse the perennial boy jo
those light blue eyes), hé could
pass you, unrccognised. That was
what he hoped to do on a recent visit
to London, but he had reckoned
without his enthusiastic subjects,
who, from the initial reception. at
the railway station whirled  him
through 3 series of meetings, visits,
dinners, thcatres, and collection
viewings until the very moment he
was breathlessly hustled on to a
north-bound train.

So, if you meet Herbert l.eckenby
in the ncar future, you must antici-
pate a slightly dazed expression—it
is, after aﬁ an urmen'ihg experience
to.discover suddenty that ¥qu have
become: a_‘‘Dreadful Dictator.”
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Fhow THEL EDITOR'S CHAIR
On the _ve of Christmss. I wonder what my Christmes would Y
like without our "Anmel"™.  Without e doubt, not so happy. For
the fourth yesr in succession I have been gble to 8it beck, just
s little tired, end visuslise hefty packets gliding through lettex
boxes 211 over the land, maybe clinging to them o snow-flake or
two gs o finishing touch. Yes, you fellows, ‘T can assure you it
mekes & perfect Yuletide for me. Walcome as you ere good enough
to sey the Anmuel is, it would not be quite the seme if it ceme
slong on e midsummer's dsy, or vhen the eutumn lesves were falling
The finish this yesr was not quite s exciting 28 on that
desperste rewe with the clock three years sgo, for we heve lesrnt
by experience end we were sble to plen well sheed. Tverything
worked splendidly and et 10-30 on the evening of the 19th I welkeq




home heppy in the thought thet we'hed won through once mor:.

1 had not hed time to exsmine ¢ copy thoroughly, but sfter
supper 1 settled down with one; end vhen next I glenced 2t the clock
it was one a.0. I stole up to bed to & peaceful sleep.

Here I must pey tribute to the men vho produced it, 1, Philip
ood. Some of you heve paid ¢ visit to his premises in old-world
Stonegete, #nd cen testify thrt to turn out # publicetion the sise
our Annusl hes become with the help of just one ledy typist is o
reslly priisewort}ur achicvement. The cover (the sketches of suthors
end ertists, by the way, were taken from 2 Boys' Realm of 1905) wes
the work of a genius. And, when I remerked in the "foreword" that
there would be a querter of 2 million words in our four Anmuels, I
feel sure I under-estimeted,for this ycer elone therz mast be in the
region of 100,000. Yes, 2 fine job of work by Wood's Tynewriting
Agency.
¥ ;(;h, yes, despite our experience of lest yeer, we were reckless
agein, end could not resist sdding nearly 20 more pages. This thomg
the editorizl pencil wes used herc end there. Fortunetely, we have
had to meet drasticelly incressed production costs £5 we should heve
done if we had hed it printed, so thoush there will be # deficit, it
will be much lcss than lest yeer's, I'm not worrying ¢ bit if my
estimate wes a little out, for olreedy I've had 'phone words with
Len Peckmen, Gorry hllison, Normen Smith #nd John Shew. They 211 se¢
my mind et rest, that it wes a job well done, end that's enough
compense tion for me.

T am sure €11 our supperters will reslise that to produce &
volumc the size the fnnusl hes become is 2 somewhat daring wenture
with whet is bound to be 2 limited circulstion. Some day, if our
numbers grow to thousends, the proportionrte cost will, of course,
be much less.

1 em just & little concerned becrusc, #t the moment, there sre
still guite & lot of subs to come in, fer more then et this time los!
yeer. I feel sure, however, thet this little reminder will be
sufficient to bring them along.

ind now I'1l wsit os petiently as possible to lesrn if others
think the seme 2s those I've mentioned. If you have sny zdverse
criticisms, howcver, don't be sfraid to express them.

Still Lnother Exhibition. . week or two ego I reccived o
letter from tbe Director of the Sunderland Public Library seying kis
Committee wished to put on en exhibition of boys' weeklies. They he
written tc E. S. Turner (of "Boys Will Bs Boys" feme) end he hed
referrsd thom to me. Could I help? Of course, I replied thet I
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should be very pleased to loan them psovers. Due to # limited
number of show cases it will be on & more modest scale than those
st York, Leeds end London.

Howuver, I hove members of the clen in this vicinity will
pey & visit., The displey will de from December 30th to Jenuery
2Tth.

HHH

More .bout Me. On the eve of my London holidsy ¢ represente-
tive of "Yorishire Illustrated", glossy 1/- monthly dealing with
effeirs in the county of broesd scres, ceme to see me. He wented
some photogrephs to illustrete en erticle written by Jimmy Stewery-
Hunter some time 2go, and humourcusly called "Yorkshire's Dreedfull
Dictator". I bashfully underwent the ordesl. One photo showed
me 2% the switchbosrd, the other at o typewriter surrounded with
¢ number of our fevourite papers. Oh,yes; I can just heer some
of my friends seying, "If he's got & typewriter, why on eerth
doesn't he use it." Lot me hasten to explein thet it wes just
loened for the occasion by ¢ friendly iilitery Police sergesnt
in ¢ nearby office.

Well, the article duly eppeared, with the latter phote, in
the December number. The erticle was # jolly good exemple of
Jimmy Hunter's pewky Scouts humour sné, as we have = 32 pegc numbex
once more, I =n devoting @ page to extrscts from it end risking
being considered conceited. I do feel though thet the graphic
wey he describes the hospitelity T recsived in London should, 2t
least, be in.

+HttrEd

In conclusion, t. the scores of friends who heve sent me
Christmas and New Yeer greetings, my most hesrty thenks. This is
the only wey I cen hope to ecknowledge them.

Mey there be many hoppy meetings between members of the
clen before the course of 1951 is run is the heartfelt wish of

Yours sincerely.
HERBERT LECEFNBY .

P.5. I #m enxious to obtain "Plucks" (1907) conteining stories
f Brooks of Revemscar, by Michael Storm. I have No's 155, 158
end 165, and would be glad of eny others, &s I propose writing

en erticle on them for next yeer's Annuel. If eny reader Who
possesscs them does not desire to sell, I should greatly sppreciat:
loen for e short time.
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(Wote.- Some months ego we ran on erticle on "The Ceptein®.
Since we heve received severel requests from our older members
for more sbout this once popular monthly. e were fortunste
encugh to heve one in hend from s new contributor, so hore

it is. E.L.)

THY "THE C.LPTATN"?
By Thos. Lerge

T/hen this megszine wes first introduced to me I wes ebout
twelve yeers of sge, end my elder brother hed discov.red two
0ld bound volum.s in the locesl Municipel Lending Librery, end
we esch procceded to enjoy them. Horeover, at about the seme
time, heving ¢ relative employed in en edministretive cepacity
et the West Ting House of Reeding School. it was my inverisble
prectice to meke e visit to this scet of lerrning sbout twice
eech week.

This enebled me to spend meny plessent interludes wetching
the verious gamcs being played on the fields, eccordinz to the
seeson, 2nd I ceme to feel 2 greet regerd of #11 things con-—
nected with Public School life, elthough unfortunetely I wes
not destinad to bs included in the hosts of scholrrs privil:ged
to ettend such high pleces.

Of course, the foregoing rre pur:cly p.rsonel rerscns for
preference to "The Ceptein". The reel, rPnd more obvious,
emcunt to fer mere then thesc. "Ths Centein® hed, or hrs,
whirhever the reeder prefers, ETERYTHING. In the first plece,
onec, otten two, #nd ot times cven t'ree, long scricl steorics
of scheol 1lifc, ond for sdventure, .ere incluced in esch volung
supperted by two or three ditto short complote stories in eoch
monthly issue.  Other vriters have rlreedy enumsrcied, snd
extclled thz work of, the verious ruthors of these storics,
end I will content myself to sey I preferred those of P. G,
Todehouse, Hylton Cleever, Gunby Bedsth, Horold Avery, ond
Richerd Bird. Them. thers wore numerous rrticles cn 11 kinds
of spert, with the possible excention of horse-rocing, which,
as 211 yod rezders of O. B. Books know, wns =lweys hcrvily
frovned upon by the powers-thet-be. idso we hed devotion to
=11 Hobbies, erticles on foreign trevel, Civil Service jobs,
end Ccloniel industries; pcges of pictures end Fun & Leughter,)
end, £8 interesting es eny of the rbove, The 0ld F:ug, end
"Ceptein Club" prges. But, rbove o11, #nd merk this well,
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wphe Ceptein® wis borm ot ¢ time when our “mpire hed resch d@
slmost resched, its most glorious pimneccle, end the magnzine
fulfilled its purpose in foetering the grend Empire spirit in
the herrts of Britein's youth. Who did not thrill to the
martiel music es the Cedet Corps or 0.T7.C. units swirled by
with regular militery step?

Ancther item I consider very interesting wes the publica-—
tion of school sports results, s, living within ¢ stone's
throw, so to speek, of two other well known schools »esides
Reeding (Bredfield end Tellington) & certein emount of "locel”
colour was lent to those volumes includin. the e»ove names
within their colurms. Alsc I consider that "The Ceptein" is,
with the possible exception of the "B,0.P," much rerer from @
collecetor's point of view, es it wes & monthly publicetion,
end the retioc of issues compsred with those of penny weeklies
wes thereforc less then 1 in 4.  Morgover, it is sefe to sey
thet most boys could efford, or mey hove preferred, to purchese
three or four of the letter in lisu of the higher-priced
ngeptein” .

¥y own collection mey be seid to heve sterted in 1930,
when I hoped thet my son would neturelly grow up to become
interested in the publicstions, s indeed he turned out to be.

How, let me sey ¢ few words concerning some unigue
cheracters in one or tw of the Wetter "Ceptein” stories, tzken
frcm rendom, thet is, from those which ih my humble .pinion,
renk £s8 the best. Tcke, for instence, wpleying the Grme" by
R. S. Werren-Bell, in V¢l.38. The outstanding cherecter in
this story is undcubtedly the Burser, ¥r. Perkins, who, in
domineering fashion, intends to heéve his own wey in everything,
snd generelly succeeds, tco. With his soft cat-like treed
end foxy smilc, his spectecles eyes gleening with good-fellow—
ship, he sirikes temror int. the hesrt of the fegs, end gces
cn his wey, reporting end rejeicing. He is Cleverdon fnd the
school is his life, his only home. Yet there is e hidden
better side to his neture; he, whose wents es en o0ld bechelor
ere few, has seved the detter ®ert of his selary for yeers,
and memy is the helping hand (finsncislly) he hes extended to
01a Cleverdcniens who mey heve fallen by the weyside. And jusi
st the right moment. In this story we also heve "Deddy" Steelg,
the Boy who is "dengerous" et footbell end chemistry, #nd who
ruthless® lecds the ultimate revolt sgeinst certein new rules.
Llsc we heve Stuert, the hero; Renkin, the nesty piece of werk
who, by ¢ trick, wrestles the cepteiney for & short time from
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Sturtt, fné enuther excenticnrl cherscter in “theeler, the
rougli-tongued but 2lever Northerner.

Teke yet cnother long school story, this time from the
pen of P. G. Ticdehouse, in Vol.l9, #nd entitled "The Lost Lembg
In this grend yern we heve, epert from Mike Jeckscn, the hero,
e queint perscnelity whe cells himself "Psmith" (the "p" is
his own ides of novelty.) He is whimsicel, urbene and frsti-
dicus. Prstending to be » Soeinlist, he rofers t~ 11 #nd
sundry es "Comrede", tut with ~11 his rpperent lethergy he is
intelligent end o men of rction in crises. .8 for Mke Jrcks
he is the sort who cen hold 2 bet ell dey in scorching sunshing
ond knock up 277 runs in one innings. In feet, the cpprsing
teem decesn't cpperr tc et et 2111 Then we hove iMr. Downing,
the fussy little housem-ster in chrrge of Downing's "ticks",
end whose prejudice in fevour of his own buys snteg.nises not
e few .f the remeining pcrsomnel, rnd is the srch-enemy of our
herces. He is eventuslly beffled in his sttempts to "detect”
the suppused misdseds ¢f the letter. As Mr. “Jodehouse des—
cribes him, "en excited bullfinch"t! ldeir is olss e cherecten
well wurth resding cf, quite r~ nice type, snd could heve been
thes principel ecter in encther story.

However, I must not teke up t.o much spece, although I
could, like Termyscon's bruck, go on for ever.

ind 8-, my friecnds, this is "The Crptein" rs I sce it. If]
I heve omitted snpything I should heve seid, or viece—verse, I
trust I mey be forgiven, or msybe it hrs slreedy been derlt
with by cther,snd more skilful, writers.

In conclusion, I mey ssy thet this proference does not
detroot in eny wey from the grest pleesurs I have expcrienced
frem perusel of 211 the "Hemiltons" rnd "Nelson Lees" -f which
I wes e roguler rerder for meny yeers; but before e11,

"The CLPTAIN"! T

$.0.5. TWill iijl collector essist Mrs. Prckmen rnd myself to
complcte wur joInt ccllection .f Union Jecks? Ycur nrice
gledly prid for eny of the f-1lcwing: 1316, 1314, 1313, 1292,
1042, 1040, 1039, 5038, 1016, 999, 998, 797, 996, 991, 989,
9688, 987, 985, 964, 983, 982, 978, 977, 976, 975, 974, 972,
971, 970, 969, 967, 966, 962, 960, 959, 963, 919, 917, 911,
907, 903, 902, 898, 896, 890, 887, 886. conerd Packmen,

27 .rchdele Hoad, Eest Dulwich, London, 5.E,.22.
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OID BOYS BOOK CIUB

Nerthern Secticn Meeti Hovember 25th, 1950

Thers wes sgein £ gratifying ettendence £t 239 Eyde Park
Roed, Leeds, :n the .ccesion of the Y¥ovember meeting. Tom
puckrin, of Middlesbrough, brought his »rother Herry, en cld
friend of the hobby circle, 2long, end we were slso sble tc
welcome more new members.

Oiing to cur usuel room being booked for & 21st birthdsy
perty, the caretskers kindly sallowed us to use one in their
own querters, £nd £ VeTry cusy Iuom it wes, toc.

Gersld L1liscn, acting secretery, read the mimutes of the
previous meeting. This wes the first time this hed been done,
end for thet reescn he continued with en pcccunt of ell the
other meetings which hed been held since the fcrming of the
Club, the cumpiling f which mst heve teken him no little
time. Then he went on tc give the treesurer's #nd librerien'p
reperts.

Tributes ¢c Gereld's industry were made, snd the minutes
pessed without questicns.

Then ceme the sppeintment of ¢ new secretery. Normen
smith wes proposed snd seconded. It wes evidently e pcpuler
proposel, fir no one else wes nominnted end Normen Wes elected
unsnimously.

Next came the errenging of ¢ Christmes Porty for December
9th. (s e report of this happy ovent 2lsc apperrs in this
issue, therc is mno nced to sey more sbout it here.)

<m Puckrin then rose to give a telk on thed grend old
peper "Chums". He evidently kmew his subject thorvughly, for|
though he hed some notes he seldom found it necessary to refen
tc them. On conclu ing he recieved & well deserved heerty
round of appleuse. Several questions were asked end ensweredi
The Librery wes then throwm open, ond brisk business wes done.
Followed the usucl enjoyable discussions.

It wes sgreed by ell thet this wes the ideal meeting.
From stert to finish everything rem on oiled wheels, there
being not o single diseordent note.

.ttcndence: Reg. .. Fudson (chsirmem); Gereld slliscm,
ise Vere Cuctes, Herry Berluw, Horece Twinkem, W.EJfillirmsony
Tom cnd Herry Puckrin, Stenley, irs. and Keith Enight,
vim. Herriscn, Devid pullen, David Killingbeck, Tcm Rosch,

Cherlie Tophem, slbert Thomes, T. Corner, Clive Simpscn, ~nd
Worthern Sectidn correspondent Herbert Leckenby .
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Northern Scction

Christurs Perty

In c£ll the yeers «f my life never heve I enjoyed # party
mere then thet held by the Northern Section ept 239 Fyde Park
Rord, Docember 9th, 1950. Fronm 4 p.m. until it broke up six
neurs leter there wes never ¢ dull mement. For thia heppy stofe
of effairs mein crcdit must go tu Mr. snd krs. Sutcliffe,
csretekors of the rcoms, who put on ¢ mervellous ter really
reminiscent of pre-wor deys, snd Gersld Alliscn, thet verartilq
folluw who orgenised o1l the fun rmd gemes.

Neerly ¢ scoreof members end wives srt dum to o ter in
n cosy room wermed Wy two cheery fires, smd then wz got down
to the gomes.

First ceme "20 inegrems" consisting <f o sccre of frmilioy
scheolboy cherecters' surnsmes of Greyfricrs, St. Jims rmd
Ruokwood jumbled up. The prize, r°n rutogrephed copy of "Billy
Bunter Juion, the Cronibals", wes won by Stenley Knizht who hed
£11 the lot sorted out zlmost befire some f us hrd got cut
pencils tc peper.

Vext o "Twanty Questions Quiz", Prize sut-grephei copy
of "Jeck of 411 Tredes”, Tim Aoech rnd I scrred with thirtcer
currect.

Then Gerry .llison surpessed himself with ¢ resl "smeshar!,
¢ "Twenty Nucsiicns” ¢n ths lines of the populer B.R.C. ferturg.
Excent thet Gerry tock un rcles of Woth Stewert MrcPhcorscn end
Hormen Heckforth, it wes » true copy dcwn to the pessing round
of the cerd rmong the sudience.

Tw. ledies were invited to form helf _f the tcem, but es
they were shy it consisted of Stenley Knight, Herry Brrlow,
Cherlie Tcphem rnd Yiurs Truly. "ie got through ten "cbjects!
end despite the foct thet Gerry hed thought of some reel
tersers, frum ¢ certein rbstrect scrt of thing colled Billy
Bunter's postel urder, duwn tu Reg Hudsun's nether grrments,
the term g-t cvery 'me. The fudicence pleyed up in reel
sporting feshion when we got nesr,yct pleayed feir to the
Question Master.

Yes, it wes ¢ jolly gocd event, smd ycs, Gerry, you're
the iderl men for o party.

The games cver, the room hummed with chetter. Thore wrs
£ good-humoured werirl sperring mrtch between Vors Coates and
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Reg Hudscn over the reletive merits of Mark Linley end D'L H
but generslly they were mele jows th=t were guing, the lrdies
locking £t eech other eignificently.

Yes, from begi: to end it wes ¢ "reight good do", the
cnly ret.g;ret thet severel members werc prevented frem being
present.

ttendence: Reg hudsun, Gereld cnd Mrs. NHllison, Norman

§mithe BOTTY PRTLY114¥8aoH; ERsls e B TAERankE e g0d Kelth
Ton Rcech, 1fiss Vere Ccrtes, Devid Pullen, Devid Killingbeck,
Cherlie Tuphem, T. Corner, end correspondent Herbert Leckenby.

L WCTICE: The mext meeting of the Northern Section is
on Saturdey Jenuery 2Tth, et 239 Fyde park Hoed, Leeds, 6 p.m.
Stert the new yeer well by pttending the first meeting. .
recerd sttendence, pleese! AND February Meeting. 10th
instant, (2nd Saturday).

OLD BOYS' BOOE CLUB Xi.S DOUBLL NULBLR IIETING
fest Dulwich. December 17th

In doys of yore we who ccllect the books of our youth werg
thrilled et the Yuletide sees'n to buy the megnificent Xmas
double number. 45 these zre # thing of the psst it wes with
greet enjuyment thet we enjoyed cheirmen Len's Xmeg double
munber meeting complete with e snowfrll. Seventzen members
wreved the elements end whet sn enjcyeble time we hed. The
seescneble refreshments complete with holly decorstions were
enjoyed tc the full. Quickly desling with the formel businesg
the entertainment side wes commenced. The first item was the
enjcysble discussiun by the Whiter brothers on the reaoective
merites of St. Jim's end Ruokwod, Ben teking the former snd
Bcw the letter. It wes sgreed thet the tw. speeches given
were very good end elthough Both of the debaters 1like both
schcols they cooked up some very geod end emusing ergmments.
On the cheirmen teking the vote o emile must have crossed the
face of Owen Conquest a8 Reckweod won by T votes tc 4.

The Christmes duuble number quiz cevised by the host then
tuok place. Every question was gbout e double mumber issue
f the old beoks we loved su well end when the result wes
snnounced Bob Thiter wes sdjudged the winner with Bernerd Primg
end C1iff Viallis deadheeting for secund plece. Bob Blythe
wes & geod fourth. MNow that the lest quiz of 1950 hes been
held,here is the honours list for the yeer. This is based
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—
on the scarding .f three puints for ¢ win, tw. for secon? plec

end one for ¢

.ckmen 19 prints.

2nd, Bob “hiter 16 points.

%rd, Ien hitmore 13 points.

4th, C. Tiright 12 points.
Other scores were B. Thiter 9 pcints, J. Geal T points,
fun Crcllie end Bob Blythe 5 pcints, Elcenor Peckmen 4 points,
Eerry Eomer, Clive Simpson end C1liff Wirllis 3 points, B. Prime
4. Blunden 2 puints, Ruger Jenkins, frie Feyne 2nd Frenk
Keeling 1 point.

In rll feirness t¢ ¢ll compstitors, scme menmbers
heve the chence to enter e11 of these populer comp
but it cen sefely be written here thet the first four meinbers
2¢serve thelr success.

The next item wes e versicn of Twenty Cuestions wilh Len
peckmen £s Questionmester. The teem consisted of Roger Jenlkds
Cherlie Tright, Bobby £nd Bob Uhiter. The team suessed rll
the questions enl the thenks of 21l present were given tc the
northern club for the use of their questions.

Then the get-t.gether chets took plece,nlso the seles
snd cxohenges, snd efter the wvenue of the Annucl Genueral
eeting end election of officers wes fixed, the compony
greduelly broke up. The venue fixed wes 706 Lordshio Lenms,
.od Green, Lendon 1,22, on Sunley Januery 2lst, when =11
members ere esked to sttend if possible.

Lttendence: Len & Josie Pockmen, Charlie “risht. Tony
Blunden, Roger Jenkine, Ron Deecon, Jim porrctt, Frenk Keeling
Reger Southweod, X. Godseve, B. Prime. I'. Flrftamen. Robby,

E. Reymolls, Ben & Bob “hiter, Cliff Tie1llis.

BEKJAMIN B, "TFITER.

hs ,

OFFEKS INVITED for Wumber onc Nelscn Lee 1915, Mo. 1 5.0.L.
1925. Bill Mertin, 93 Hillside, Lcndonm, N.W.10.

v.NTED: Boys' liegezines Wos. 332 to 396. /. Darwin,

76 “iestern Rosd, Best Dene, Roetherhem.

TANTED: Unicn Jocks (in good condition) issues durin. yeers
1920-1924 inclusive. Josephine Packmen, 27 archiels Road,
Erst Dulwich, London, S.E.22.




clsor. gee Column

Cenfucted by Robert Blythe

(411 cummnicetions terporerily te Leonard Packmen,
27, .rchdrle Read, Host Lulwich, Lenden, S.7.22.)

“ell, Chums, I em efreid you will have to put up vith me
for & bit longer! I roeret to sey thet Bob Blythe's progress
hes been roterded, snd, in conscquence of this, he hes ssked
me to cerry on until Loril He is now recouperating at
Lowestoft, end I em sure you will 1l heertily concur with me
in my wishes fur his complete reccvery in the neer future.

7. start the yeer off, I think the fuldowing will be of
rerl intcrest to ell Lee-ites.

I heve recently been in ccrrespondence with simeone whose
neme is not femilier tc me, though probably kncwn tc some of
you — & «r. Ron ilobbett. During the ccurse of our letters
he hes told me £1l1 sbout his setivities some yeers 2go in
commection with St. Frenk's.

_ It oppeggs, thet_thls brizht ag_;h%t,mghg,proamet
Bover &t Teaturing St. Frenk's, suppcrted by e band
of Lee-ites. They called themselves "The Jolly Juniors",
end judging by the photogrephs end locel Press reports, their
shuws were excellent.

I cennot dc better than to quote from IMr. lebbett's
letter:- "— with E. 5, Bruck's permission end good wishes
I cecided to put St. Frenk's on the stege. Sol worked on &
series "Hendforth's Iron Kule" (N.L. 1st New Series No.24,
Fifth of & series of six issues. L.P.) and got out & pley
in 4 escts. I called it "Fun at St. Frenk's", end I stuck to
the originel dislogue s much £s possiltle. T,e put qu this
show et Feirford on December 4th 1930 and it wes @ greak
success. —end then there was "The Deeth Grip" (N¥.L. 2nd
N. Series No.47) festuring Welson Lee end Inspector Lermerd.
This was produced et the Lsscubly Hell, Feirford, on Merch 25t
19%1. —— then finally, in 1932, we ettempted Pentomime.
Lgein the 01d Peper provided the script. This was "The Bebes
in the Yood", end the besis of the thing can be found in
N. Lee (0.5.) Kc.500, "The Schoolboye! Pantomime". This wes
e greet success snd we were esked to repest it et Kempsford, e
1arge villege scme 3% miles from Fairford. Ve geve it there
end the room wee packed, stending rcom snd ell - to its limit!l
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Circumstences such es my new job, longer hours, members -f the
perty leeving home, ete., finelly broke uo our jolly little

ccmpeny. But the memory lives onj nu doubt the young mnen ong
wemen of thet nerty somctimes recell those hoppy deys o8 I do.
I wonder?"

“ell, I guces thet is something . remember rn? to be proyd
cf s M:ybe sume bright lads will get together in the future
end give ue "old 'uns" r treat cf this description! Perhoms
elsu. one dey some of the nomes of the "Jolly Juniors" mey be
found in the C.Digest '"ho's "ho'. It's 2 samell world enyweyy
sc here they ere: -
Kon iwebbett (Producer), Blenche Fry, Cecil lessenger, Gwendoline
Borehom, TAwin Richens, Eric Puymen, Rechel Berehem, Sidney
Richens, lrrgery Cole, Fred "estmecott, Reggie Tozer, Leslie Cdx,
Cyril Bernfield, irthur Gocdmen, Bert Taine, Olive Cuss, Philiy
Blacksteff, snd Ethni "i¢1l. “Thet ¢ smeshing bend of Leec~itesj!
In conclusion, I cennot do better then to quote from the 7ilts
& Glos. Stenderd, Dec. 1930, on "Fun at St. Frenk's".

¥p IKFOKD B.iTD. in enjoyable evening's entertainment,
srranged end produced by uir. ionel! Mebbett in eid of the fundd
of the Feirford Silver Prize Bend, wre held in the .sseubly
Rooms on Thursdey evening, Dec. 4th, when his "Jolly Juniors"
perty oresented e pley, "Fun st St. Fremk's.' The pley is e
plot in which suveral »f the boys of St. Frenk's rre involved.
The "Hero" (Hendforth), who is the uwnwented skipper of the
Remove, imegincs he is poisoned by scme "sguiffy" mcet peoste
he had for tea. Knowing this, the schemers of the Remove pled
to dress up oneof their confederrtes s ¢ nurse, who is to
"get Tound" th. unfertunete Hendforth by persueding him thet hd
is tco ill tc cerry on the Auties of skinper. Unluckily for
them, however, onc of Hondy's pels overhesrs their plens, end
informs his chum of them. T/hile he is sn dning & kn~ck comes
et the door, £nd Dore, Hendforth's girl chum's cousin, enters.
Never having seen her bBefore, he immedietely jumps tu the con-
clusion thet she is the feke nurse coms to fool him.

Consequently he trerts her very roughly (0h, Hendy!).
Imedietely eftervwards Irene, (Hendfcrth's girl chum) rings up
tu sey Dore, her cousin will be ot St. Frenk's shortly. “lext
enters the "japer". Iirnly, under the impression thzt he is
the girl, Dore, listens to him #né promises to resign.

Howsver, #t the conclusion, rs he is sbout to g: tc the
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! commen-room £nd enncunce his rcsigneticn, Irene, Dure, end
cther llucrview schoolgirls arrive -nd rn explaacticn follows.
sungs end sketehes completed the progremme.”

VOTLiG CCiPLTITION Re. 1.

This competiticn hes sroused grest interest, &nd the
finel results ere full of surprise. .s the entries ceme in,
the votes were cerefully listed, rend with the pessing .f the
deys, excitement rem high in the editoriel office. "4i", the
Barring-out Stories, led throughout the entire pericd, end the
conviction grew that this item wes fer end ewsy the most populg
of ell. It wes surnrising, in o way, for the Berring-out theq
wes one thet wes repested time end time sgein in the verious
pepers. One essumed, somehow, that rebellion sgeinst euthority
weuld not eppesl s strongly to the edult mind. But the assumg
ticn wes wrong, es the results show, proving thot when o theme
is populer, cnc cennot heve tco much of it.

Very clcse on the heels cf "." crme "I", the Serious
Cherecter Stiries. It wes ¢ striking triumph for those fine
teles with Herry Thortcn in the leed, which mast have been in
the minds of meny. An eesy third wes "F", Ccmedy stories
festuring Bunter. This proved that the fat Owl has lcst none of
his populerity, but it alsc shows thet ifr.Frenk Riicherds will
not be putting 2 fcot wrong if he occesicnally writes cne of
his fine serious stcries ss @ change frcm the ever populer .
Bunter.

Next in order ceme "D" end "C", provin. thet while holidey
yerns ¢re populer, resders prefer the lads to remain in the ol
ccuntry. Now there ceme £ very ®ig drop to "G", Comedy stori
of Ccker, proving thet while the Fifth—former hos his followiny
he is not everybc y's'"cup cf tea",

Tth end 8th, well down the list, ceme "E" end "B". The
Schoolwoy Cracksmen stories were only one point rhesd of the
Thriller Stcries, Neither made e good show, which weuld seem
to polnt to Telbot's style of story heving nessed its heydry
in the populerity field. Finally, & very big crep to "H',
eiventure stories of the St.Frenk's type. Rether surprising,
perheps, as one would have thought thet St.Frank's had & feirly
large following. The voting, however, would seem to show thet
thesc teles do not eppeel to the edult mind, whetever they mey
heve dcne in earlier deys.

o H

Iind now for Competition No. 2, Formg enclosed.




"Hamdiltonia

Cunducted by Herbert Leckenby

There's been scme more very interesting publicity for
Greyfriers. It gterted in g "fourth leceder" of "The Times'" on
Novemver 8. (Yes, "The Times" sgain, you fellows). It referred
tc & long ego "Megnet" story concerning Herry "harton's missing
jecket button. It was folliwed by ¢ letter from Frank Richardp
& week leter. Then # columnist on the "Glesgow Hersld" took
it up #nd on three deys quite » lengthy discussion tcok place
in "in Editoriel Diery" in that paper.

For the »enefit of those Hamiltoniens who heve not reed
thet story written in 1908, I might explein thet it concerned
# nervous hsbit Herry Vherton hed st the time cf twisting o
loose button on his jacket. He entered for an exem, and 2
gertein member of the Remove who hed & grudge sgeinst him cut
it off in the hope that it would upset Horry.

In the "Glesgow Hereld" Vernon Smyth (Spelled with e "y")
wes nemed s the culprit. Actually it couldn't have been, for
he wesn't ¢t Greyfriars then.

Lnywey, on the following dey "in Editoriel Diery" sterted
off like this:

mprofesscr D. W. Brogen, 8 scholarly voysger to whom dis-
tence is no ohject. errived in Glasgow yesterdsy from

London, ostensibly tc rddress o meeting in Clydebenk,

but in truth to put us right ebout the spelling of the

neme of the Becunder of Greyfriers.

Tt is significent that he ceme to us directly frem

the reilwey station to strte with ¢ werlth of corrobore-

tive deteil thet we sccept with sdmiretion s definitive

that the neme is Smith, not Smyth - Vernon Smith."
There wes mere of it, sufficilent to prove that Professor Brogen
hed been o devoted reeder of the Megnet.

Quite ¢ lot more sppeered sbout the button incident. I
only wish we could reproduce it £11, but for reeson of spece
thet is impossible.

There wes more thet dey sbout Sexton Bleke, Tinker, snd
others of our herves. Not bad, you know, in a peper like the
nGleggow Hereld" in these deys of newsprint shortege.

Further to the "mystery of the lcose button", Frenk Richerfs
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wrete to me esking if I could neme the particulrr stury #nd
when it cppeered,] remembered the story distinctly, for it wes
one which had slweys stuck in my mind, but I could not quite
plece it. However, I wes sure I knew someone who could, so I
reng up John Shew, our No.l suth.rity on Gem and Magnet lore.
Hevine explained whet I wented, he seid in those gquiet tones of
his, "Oh yes, I think I cen tell you. Cen you hold the line &
minute?" It wes hsrdly mcre then e moment before he wes seying,
"Yes, it wea Nc.3 cf the Mpgnet, *The Mystery of Greyfriers®
end the boy who cut the button off wes Peter Hazeldeme." Just
like thet.

Now it would sppeer thet the confusion over Vernon Smith
ercse becruse encther story with e similer plot, written by o
"gubstitute", sppeered some ten yeers leter, snd if you will
now turn to the "Letter Box" you will see some interesting
news from Frenk Richerds cn this, #nd on huw the criginel story
ceme to be written.

I beve devoted 8 good deel of speee to 1l this. I think
deservedly, for it is s striking prcof of how even the more
serious end influentisl of cur newspepers ere willing tc devote
space to the once humble helfpenny Megnet end Gem, end the
famous cheracters who will never die.

THE PICK OF THE SERIES. WNo. 2.

The Lencester Series. (11 stories, from Nc. 1209. Opening
story in iegnet deted Lpril 18th 1931)

Tihen the Lencester series sppeered, the theme of the School -
boy Crecksmen wes by no mesns new. Mr. Hamilton hed chereccterg
of this type et 21l his schouls. But Lencester, ¢ senior boy,
ncerly 18 years of ege, was more convincing then eny of the
others could we. Dick Lencaster was & greet cricketer, snd, 28
such, had been persons grete ot country houses, where he.had
committed secret robberies. Ons wonders whether Mr.Hemilton
besed these stories on the femous Mr.Reffles, — the similerity
is considersble.

At eny rete, it wes @ fine series. In fact, in the yeers
which followed, lfr. Hemilton never surpessed the superb cherec-
ter work which he put into his pen-pictures of Dick Lencester.
—-"Tt was curious how Lencester had won golden opinions from
every scrt of fellow rt Greyfriers, end from the mesters, tco.
In cless, he delighted the good cld Heed; in the French set,
| in the methematics set, he delighted lionsieur Cherpentier end
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rr. Lascelles. At gemes he delighted the gemes-men, nu:neroura
and powerful st & school like Greyfrisrs. But the studious
men liked him too snd found they hed plenty in common with him.
His influence in the school was enormous, snd could easily
have made him e thorn in the side of suthority, hsd he liked;
but he set an exesmple of cheerful respect to the prefects
which was good for the "Bloods", and was followed by some of
them. Paget of the Third, his feg, adored him, a feeling
ghared by 211 Paget's form. Great msn as he was, colour-men
in his first term, Olympian tc the eyes of the juniors. he
alwsys had & kind word end & kind smile for any fag he lkmew—y"

Such wes Lancaster, who played his part on the Greyfriarg
stage for eleven stories. and then dropped into oblivion. A
magnificent little set of stories, worthy to rank with the
Msgnet's grestest, with many original twists of plot, and
marred only by & rether sbrupt and umsatisfying finish. In
book form, the Lencaster series would have become s school
classic.

Speeking of schoolboy cracksmen neturally brings to mind
Talbot of St. Jim's, who hed made his sppesrance nesrly 20
years before. Talbot, popular though he is with & grest 5
was never the convincing charecter that Lencaster wes, perhap
because he wes too young for the part. Talbot played the
lesd in countless series in the Gem, plenty of them written
by the "sub" writers. But the Telbot scope was limited, and
& greet many of the plots were repetitive znd inclined to be
tedious, though some fine charscter work was done in the
description of Tom Merry's unswerving friendship for the "Tofff"

Rookwood, too, had its schoolboy burgler, in the charactdr
of Kit Erroll. The Erroll series in the "Boys' Friend",
lster re-printed in the Populsr, make plesssnt reading, though
the plot, st any rote todsy, appesrs hackneyed and overpleyed

THE OWL OF THE REVOVE

By P. A. Telker

Some weeks ago I spent o plessent evening chatting to 2
friend who heppens to be s heedmaster 2t 2 boys' school.
The conversation hed turned towerds e discussion sbout some off
his boys. In the cege of one perticulsr individuel my friend
pessed the comment: -

"He reminds me," he seid, "of Billy Bunter."
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| "Billy Bunter!" I excleimed, "then you used to reed the
l Hegnet."

"Jell, yes, I suppose I did," seid my friend, "obout forty
yeers esgoli"

"You haven't reed it since then?' I asked.

"Oh, yes," he snswered. "But not regularly. I should
imegine that the lest time I ectusally reed the Megnet wes in
the 1920's. But, of course, one uses the term 'like Billy
Bunter', in the seme wey thet one refers to other femous
fictional characters."

"Yes, I see whet you meen," I said. "iven whether you
ever read the old Lisgnet or its contemporeries, or not, one hag
heerd of Billy Bunter."

Tihich, I submit, is en estonishing thing. Billy Bunter!
Williem George Bunter! The Owl of the Remove! ‘/ho hesn't
heard of him?

The one neme which emerges ebove £ll from the vest array
of schoolboy cheracters crested by Cherles Hamilton.

Why is it?

Why hes this selfish, hopeless cedging, lying, snobbish
fot fellow implented himself into the minds of the British
public? He is even referred to in the seme manner with which
one uses the femous names of Dickens: Devid Copperfield, Sem
veller, lr. Pickwick, snd meny other chorecters of fictiom.

Going back to the early days, when the sppesrence of the
lirgnet on the bookstzlls on Mondey mornings wes the week's
grect thrill; when its terre—cotte codloured cover reminded ms
of my fether's " nswers"; when the deys were hot end it elweys
scemed to be swmer; when leisurely ferm—certs rumbled down
the villege street, #nd horses stopped to drink from the trough
in the market square; ond when the world of Greyfriars end
St.Jim's wes your world, too.

Going back to those days, we find thet the weekly eppeer-
ences of Billy Bunter revealed o much different type from the
fet, obtuse Owl of the Remove of leter deys. He wes timid and
shy, and sppesred to spend ¢ lerge proportion of his time pre-
pering succulent meels for his firm friends the Femous Foury
leter the Fomous Five., He was known es "Billy". He wes
certeinly not incepsble of & little falsehood now and then, buf
never indulged in the gigentic "whoppers" of & more recent
period. He wes sdmittedly short of cesh, 2nd his long ex-
pected postel-order wes on its way then.
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But he wes not the fot, idiotic Bunter whom we know so
well todsay. He emerged ss the yesrs slipped by.
prosumebly it wes @ slow process. Bunter secms to be
pretty much Bunter since about 1920, although further deteriorp-
tion is notiecezble towerds the late 1930'"s.
One does not recollect in the early Greyfriers years thet
he indulged in "sporting behesviour" with Pon eand Co. There
is no esrly memory of Bunter smoking. His excursions on the
turf cemc ot ¢ later dete. He does not sppesr to have been #f
constant . source of enxiety to his form-master, Mr. Quelch.
Hor does Bunter Court seem to have figured in his imsginationsl
T sm wondering if, at some time, some resesrcher into
greyfriers end St.Jim's lore is going to discover = legnet in
which Billy Bunter's name is not mentioned! Tt is quite
astounding to consider how mony times Frenk Richerds found it
necessery to "drag in" Bunter in order’ to bring the series to
o successful conclusion. Without Bunter the criminel could
never be brought to book. 'Without Bunter the world-wide ox—
cursions of Harry 7harton end Co. could not have heppened.
Christmes mysteries cnd escepedes £t Therton Lodge in
Surrey weren't possible without Bunter. ¥%vcn if Bunter was
not invited to Herry “harton's Christmes perty he would turn

New boys' destinies st Greyfriers were somchow uneccount-|
ebly woven into Bunter. The Bounder's frequent beckslidings,
end his rebellioms sgeinst verious temporery form-mesters
required Bunter to help to unrsvel the tengle. ithout Bunter
the cerevenning exploits end summcr holideys of the Chums of
the Remove would heve fizzled out.

Curiously, the eerly Greyfrisrs stories merely use Bunten
28 & beckground cherecter, though he did have occesional y=rnsg
in which he wes the centrel figure. However, #s time pro-
gressed we find the neme of Bunter sppesring regularly in the
lrgnet titles. Mr. Leomerd Peckmen has showm us in & series
eppeering in the Collectors' Digest the number of occasions
Bunter's neme hcs been used in the title of the story in the
legnet — " Bunter - the Hypnotist", "Bunter - the Blodo",
"3illy Bunter's Postsl Order", end so on. TThy this curious
and febulous cheracter should schieve such populer eppeel it
is rether difficult to imsgine, but cventuslly the Vegnet
wesn't even setisfied with its own title, 2nd sdded the in-
formstion that it was "Billy Bunter's Own Peper" during the
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1lust few yeers of ite illustrious cercer.

of course, Bunter was a hendy sort of fellow to heve
around the place. If he wes required to dodge swiftly behind
the ineviteble screen which graced ell studies st Greyfriers
from the Head's downwerds, he was to hend. By this mesns, the
grim secret of the new form-mester, or the peinful past of e
new men in the Remove, wes known to Bunter.

Despite his gebbling tongue, Bunter could be relied on to
keep this informetion to himself for et least the next nine
issues of the lisgnst. It is fascinating to recell the many
heppy hours spent witk the Chums of Greyfriers end Bunter.

Probebly my esrliest recollections ere of Bunter being
depicted o8 o Hero! He hos no elternstive but to seve
Mr. Quelch's niscc, Cors, from being severely gored by an
enreged bull.

The wonderful series published around 1920 dealing with
the exchange of schools by Billy #nd his cousin Welly Bunter,
were, to my mind, some of the best school stories ever written)
Meny mey rememher thet Billy Bunter went to st.Jim's, =nd
Welly repleced him by going to Greyfrisrs. Despite meny
nerrow escepes they menaged to svoid detection for ebout &
dozen numbers of the Megnet snd Gem.

This series wes illustrrted by one of my old fevourites,
varwick Reynolds, ond I have ¢ picture in my mind of the owl
of the Remove sitting dowm to e mervellous repsst of "sosses
end chips".

spert from this series DPunter mede incursions into the
peges of the Gem on numcrous occesions, cropping up st cricket
matches and other sporting events, usually to the disgust of
the festidious Arthur ugustus.

another astonishing feeture of this Bunter businsss wes
the production of & lesser edition in his Second Form minor,
Sommy. Luckily, Semmy romeined primarily in the background,
end We were not unduly irriteted by his presence. Two Bunters
not being sufficient we were treated to e third, in the large
shepe of Bessie Bunter of Cliff House School for girls, @
feminine counterpart even more distesteful than the one end
only W.G.B.

4t this time of the yeer it is delightful to browse am
the teles of our youth, snd I em sure that no better way of
apending Christmes could be found then re-reading some of the
old llegnets snd Gems.

The liagnet Christmas Kamber for 1916, "The House on the
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Herth" comes resdily to mind, and in this story of blizzerds,
remote country houses @nd Garmen spies, Bunter is the first to
find himself in the clutches of the rescelly Hun officer.
Neturelly, this fect is the chief reeson why the spy is
wventually brought to justice.

Other femous series with Bunter as the chief cheracter
are the smusing "Bunter Court" episodes, end his selection as
crief of & cennibel tribe whilst on holidey in fer distant
climes.

To conclude this brief resume of the fetuous Owl of the
Remove, it is emusing to remember thst he had his counterpart
in meny other yerns by Ifr. Cherles Hemilton.

Tubby wuffin of Rookwood, Baggy Trimble znd Fetty "ynn
of St.Jim's, Chunky Todgers of Ceder Creek in the Cenadian
backwoods, end, if memory is correct, £ Tuckey Tcodles of the
school on boerd ship, e series of yzrns eppeecring in the
Greyfriers Hersld.

However, there is only one Bunter, the Owl of the Remove,
his pele blue eyes peering from behind huge spectacles, o fot
boy crested by Charles Hemilton in 1908, and still on the
scene more then 40 years leter, with his name on the front
cover — "Billy Bunter of Greyfrirrs School".

MAGNET TITLES (Continued from November issue)
448, tne Greet Bet iystery; 449, Pilly Bunter's Bolt;
450, For D'Lrcy's seke; 451, The Liystery of Meuly; 452, The
stolen Study; 453, The Bounder's Guest; 454, Fishy's Letest;
455, Under Bunter's Thumb; 456, The Rescel of the Remove;
457, keuleverer - Detective; 458, Coker's Spys 459, The Rivrols
of Groyfriers; 460, Billy Bunter's Reformetionl 461, The House
on the Heethy 462, The ey of the Transgressor; 463, Foul Play;
464, Victims of Visitors; 465, Getting Rich Quick; 466, In Hot
nieters 467, The Deserter; 468, Linley Minor; 469, Bunter's
Big Brother; 470, The Fellow Tho Funked; 471, Sir Jimmy of
greyfriers; 472, The Greet Fot Cure; 473, Thc Herlock Sholme
of Greyfriars; 474, Viscount Bunter; 475, The Prefect's Plot
476, The Greyfriers Flying Corps; 477, Herry "Therton's Rivels
478, The Rebel; 479, Colonel Cherry's Cempeign; 480, The Remove
Electiony 481, Heed of the Poll; 484,Netionel Service at Grey
frisrs; 483,5ir Jimmy's Sccret; 484,His Father's Honour; 485,
mwo of the Sixth; 486,Peter Todd's Vengeencc; 487,The Fell of
the Dounder; 488,Thc Dounder's Metch; 489,The Lest Strow
s
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490, The Bounder's “iey; 491, Sir Jimmy's Pel; 492, Shering
the Risk; 493, hgeinst His Own Side; 494, i Lesson for
Skinner; 495, On the "irong Treck; 496, Hurree Singh's Saocrets
497, Perted Pels; 498, The Greyfrisrs Orgeniser; 499, On the
irke; 500, The Schoolboy Inventor.

VLNTED: Lirgnets (600-900). Cems (pre-1000). Populers.
Holiday .nnuels. Pre-wer Triumphs. Hotspurs, izerds, Skippens,
Adventures, Rovers. Boys' Friends. Pilots. Boys' lege,ines.
ilodern Boys. Hotspur, %izerd rnd other Anmuels. 411 with
School Stories. Good prices peid. P. Willett, 67 Ford Bridge
Road, .ishford, liddx.

WANTED: Collectors'! Digest ..nnuals, 1947, 48, 49, and monthly
mumbers 1 - 48. Bill Mertin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge Perk,
London, N.W7.10.

TLNTED URGINTLY: Gems MNos. B19 ond 946. Josephine Perkmen,
27 Lrchdele Road, Bzst Dulwich, London, S.E.22.

ToNTED URGENTLY: ILirgnets before 1540. Gems before 1608.
S.0.L's 411, 384, 381, 378, 379. N.wmes Dick Turpin Libraries.
Dixon Hewke Libreries. 4lso 10/- esch peid for C.D..nmals
1947, 1948, 1949. Brien Honsysett, 65 Orchard Road, St.innes,
Lenes.

LLUTED URGENTLY: Pre-wer Film Funs snd between 1940-1945.
7ill exchange Rangers, Thrillers, Nelson Lees. .lso Bullseyes
wrnted. Reesonrble prices. Pete Checkley, 18 Terlington Rosd,
Coundon, Coventry.

WLNTED: 3Boys' Friend 3d. Libreries: eerly !lrgnets end Goms
in good condition. Perticulerly wanted Mognets 95 end 148.
Llsa §.0.L's 'first 200 prefcrebly). Ernest Hubberd,

58 South View Crescent, Sheffield 7. = )

FOR S.LE: Collectively or seperstely, 80 B.O.P's, 330 Chempiong,

Also 6 Champion inmunls. Offers. Dcteils.
B. R. Edgeley, 9 Southwey, Cershalton,Beceches, Surrey.




Lletter Box

L
Phe - ffeir of Herry “harton's Button

November 23rd, 1950.

Deer Herbert Leckenby,

You mcy heve scen the mention of Herry Therton end his
loose button in the fourth lesder of the Times on Novembar 8th,|
end my letter in the seme paper on the subject in the issue of
Wovember 15. Now people fre writing to me to esk where and
when thet lipgnet zppeered. I am sure thet it wes in 1909,
but the dete, neturelly, I don't rewsll, or the title of the
story. Could you hclp me there?

2. November 25h, 1950.
Deer Herbert Leckenby,

John Shew certrinly is o mine of informetion. I remember
remerking once thet I would rether depend on him then on myself]
in eny doubtful point. I just couldn't recell the name of tha
story or the muber of the ifa.met or dete in vhich it rpperTedd
I em indeed surprised to lesrn thet it wes so for beck es No.3j
thet must heve been in 1908, not 1909, #s I hed supposed, ond
I could not feel sure whethur it wee Hezeldene or Bulstrode
who cut off the button. Vernon-Smith wes not £t the school st
tnet time, neither wes Bolsover, whom one correspondent has
suggested in ¢ letter to me.

I heve been guite surprised by the intsrest this little
incident hes rroused, — end still morc so, by what you tell
me of the Glasgow Hereld. Do plesse send me on those cuttingd
T ~m most esger to see them.

T cen give you ¢ spot of inside history if you sre interes—
ted. .fter my letter in the Times, £ ifr. Crristie wrote to the
peper from Jesus College, Oxford, to sey thet o similer inei-
dent ocourred in the life of Scott ¢s » schoolboy, end hinted
thrt I hed lifted it therefrom.

1 immedi~tely wrote to the Times rgein, pointing out thet
the story was undoubtedly 2 true one, founded on fret like ms
other Mognet stories. £nd giving the name ond address of the
deughter of the rezl "hero of the button", who is still living,
ond is e ledy of title, living in Kensington, asking thet the
neme be not published. The Editor wrote to me to sey thet
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without publisiing the nene, my letter would lose its point,
so it did not gppear. 1 did not, end dec not, feel et liberty
to publish the lady's name, so there it ends. But it may
interest you to know that the button incident wes & real
heppening, widch I formed into & plot for e Greyfrisrs story,
end that the letters in the Times were resd by the daughter
of the schoolboy of earlier days, on whose adventure the
incident was founded.
Tiith kind regords,
Yours very sinccrely,
I FRAVK RICHARDS.

3- Yovember 29th,1950
Dear Herbert Leckenby,

iieny thenks for your letter this morning with the cuttingg
from the Glasgow paper. I an slso returning herewith the
nClinical ixcerpts”. It reelly wes pleesing to see our fat
friend figuring in so greve & journsl. Ieny thenks for
sending it elong.

I heve been getting e lot of correspondence gbout that
dsshed button. Iuckily., I have now hed full particulars from
John Shaw, so shall be eble to snswer questions on the subject

The statement thet the button incident wss repested in
1919 is quite unfounded. If enything of the kind did appeser,
it cen only heve been & dud story by en unsuthorised hend,
using up the incident & second time. If this be so, I never
sew it or heerd of it.

I of course geve Lady 's neme to the Editor of the
Times, only stipuleting thet it should not be published. T
could herdly let her in for @ bomberdment of correspondence,
such s has come my own way.

I wes very interested in the result of the voting. They
slweys used to sey #t the A.P. thet e "Berring—out" wes a sure
cerd to pley! so I em not reslly surprised 2t the result.

With kind regerds,
ilweys yours sinccrely,
. FR.NK RICH ¥DS.
Lgrin the "Long Lrm"t
P.0. Box 3, Besconsficld,
4tk Deccuber, 1950. Cepe Provinecz, South lLfrice.

Deer Lditor,
T¢ll, I just hed to write sgein todey. I heve
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peen rerding Telter Tebbls erticle in the Scptember Digest
n3lrke Through the Yeers" cnd got the shock of my 1ife when I
reed thet Petrick Morris wes in reel life Viscount lountmorres
This estounded me 88 I knew Viscount psiountmorres very well.
You sze "elter omits to mention thet Viscount lountmorres
vetween his term os e curste in Ryde, I.0... and becoming
Rector of Wokinghem, hc was Vicer of St.l'erk's Church, South
Fermborough, neer ildershot. (Young Southwood will lmow the
ehurch well). 4s I heve told you before, I wes born in Fern-
borough end St.lierk's wes my Church. I wes, in fact, & choir-|
boy, end later on e Boys' Club Leeder when he was Ticer. He
wes certeinly & greet men end meny times I have set in the
Vicerege listening to him telling stories of his sdventures inf
g1l perts of the world.

“hat # peculisr world we live in. I should nsver have
thought Viscount liountmorres wes € Sexton Blske ruthoriiliil
A1l good wishes,
L. J. SOUTHIXY

Greot News!
December 22nd, 1950.
Deer Herbert Leckenby,

Hony thenks for the Lnnuel todays endfor the C.D. the
cther dey. I heve not had time to reed the Annuel yet, a8
it errived only this morning; bdut I have glenced into it, end
must sey thst it looks good.

Perhaps you will be interested to hesr that my sutobio-
grephy is to see the light et lest. I have been revising it
end wringing it up to dete, £nd it will ®e published next yeer
by Skilton's. It is ebout the length of £ Bunter bock; @nd
you would herdly guess how much I had to leeve out — I could
eesily heve made it 600,000 words insterd of ¢ mere 60,000.
Tut I heve no doubt thet the resders will be setisficd with
the smaller quentity!

Best wishes for Christmes, end cvery sort of good luck
in the Hew Yeer.

Alweys yours sincerely,
FR.YK RICHARDS.
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L ALLISO. revieus:-

e SLGH SLos LiSDARY SOV LG 1950,

Heavy going tihis iomti T an ofraide Instead of dwo
Ghristnassy stcr es of the snug rooms at cker Street, -Ath
Lrse Car rdell servi: ag wp a Dickensicon meal, end Dloie and
Ti. Aer '**'t"er" ng around the festive table -ith Iriends {ov
foes) “hat have we?

T-p of the nost unconvvineing and cemplicated muddles
published for mormbhs
rema M e OV OF CTCONRIDES bv DEX DARDSTES,
istale e do pet Slake on pege 1, but he is so
wreal, like everyone olse.

2 voinn ~hose hustand is sup osed to hove bewn dead
for tventy years, has lept him in an undessround celler all
that time! (n hape 46 Bloke says:-

wrhe women ishalf crazed +ith -orry, thich, naturelly
shirley Laz clvmys thousiht to be dve to still crieving over
the loss ol her husd nd.'

coturally?

Loter, on
on Zlcke.

f.f.82
ite siitle really™ vant

2 10U by JUni B 0D,
e 'the eztj_ro actlon talkes place on one night, in
or about £ smcll toode

The nlcee is corpletely crowded twith blacknailers,
nurderers, nolicemen, pozchers, houserdives, bus-cmductors,
srofessors, sples, irkeepers, etc etca Also Blakes
Also dogs, Ln“t Pedro).

Tou cen't see the wood for the caste.

e ALLISON.
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JACI TTTLESs

g0 I
1004. The Peloce Of ..ystorye.

10054
1006
1007
1008.
1009«
10104
1011
1012
10134
1014.
1015
1016
1017 -
1018«
101%.
1020.
1021.
1022+
1023.
1024,
1025.
1026«
1027«
1026
102%.
1030.
1031,
10324
1033,
1034.
10354
10364
1037.
1038,
1038.
1040.
10414
1042
1043
1044«

he Case Of “he Stolen Locomotives.

The Teturn Of Sunge Dasc. (“ass)
The Temple Of The Ulind. (ov1)
A Strange Legacye

The Cose Of The Jamboo lodse

The Secrct Of The :ines (ond)

The Vengeance O0f The Tlack 8.( Gront)
The Cezo 0f The Potrol Twurbine.

On Secret Services

Tho Pearls 0f ZCenjormsin. (Pymor)
The T4 nbed findow "

The Drand Of Tho Z+D,T. (tvonne).
The Case Of Tho Indinn inkir.

Mg Scopro Of Soloman. (Three [ uskctocrs)
“he Va loy Of iliocs. (sdrian Stoclo).

1923,

regory.
Symoids.

Toede

Symondse
Juiroules

Teode
"

"

The .ystery Of The ioving Dountain. (Plumsar) Ticd.

n

The Advartture Of The DNenegnde Spy. (Dass)
Tho Cagso Of The Crimsm Curtain. (Zenith)
o Tobu 0f Confucius. (W Ling)

The Dotwrn Of Dooudelaire.  (ilostroly
Plaguce ( Zonith)

Tho Slave Of The Thicves ligrket. (T Ling)
Tho Cosc Of Tinker's Tourist Trodhy.
Tinkor « THraolcss Oncrotor.

The Dettle Of Srooklonds.

Tho Casc Of The Professional Toniis Ploycer.
Yhe Jdvorture Uf T Glamt Doan. (Tu Ling

LTOFATY o
Skoice
Tecde

Joeksone

Skon e
Tcode

- Toude

LUPTOT .
Tcude

Tho Impostor Of Ulic llorth cst lo mbode (iloonsloycsie

The Ilycana Of Perisa
e Casc Of Tho Stcocl Linod Toom.
Tho Lffair Cf The Lacquorcd imlnut.

The Lystory Of “he Chatoau Dleu. (Charon)
Tho iimn 7ith Tho Limp. (Dess)

X ince (Zondth)

The Crrpoylc's Scercte (Kewr)

Dail Upt

The otk Of The Poak. (Plummer)

The Gasc Of Thie Criplcd llonk.

The Cosc Of Thic Golden Peb'iloa
Thy Living icske (Zenitl:)

Quiroulse

Grepgorys
~ClC e

iurray.

Tozda
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17I0i JACK TITLed {1923) continuod.
1045, The Casc 0F The Lidnepocd Pionista.

et ol e ErAaA AN BandTEG"0f Tho Muc
1047 . Hurten Rymer — Presidents (ymer) Toude
1048. The Dlack Daglcs Tooda
1049. Thc Straits Of Lystorye
1050, The Cose Of Whc Six Rubber Tellse

105l. ‘he Casc Of Thic Phavton Irying Pene (loonslayor)e
1052, The Dovil Vona Of The ilkali. (Lodangu) laytors
1053, Tac Shadew Of Tl Past. (Kostrel) Joeksone
1054, The Floning Speetro Of Cloomo. ("1a0) Brooise
1055, The Scarcb Of Amcnt Oba. (pivert)

10 no !'wmve pleosurc in srescmming the first ingt
v gowbinuntion of tho rondurful foature by TTALTLR

nfqs) TIROUGE T YSARG

T4 -mg im tho Doublo Xmas numbir of the year 1896
tiot tho story "Brove, Hlakel' tus prblisheds  In this
oxploit of tho preat detietive, U Shaw oo rovealod tho
fret that Scxton Hlake roceived port of his education at a
school callod ﬂ.shloip,h[

Take +os roainded of Mis vrief and haooy stay at
this nublic schiocl tiicn, on leoving his chambers st ilorfolk
Tlousc orc norning and I oving the busys jostling, roaring
Strond, he turned down o +horousnd ro lecding to the Thanes
cobankrnncte  licre he sow a youag follow he soied o
reecogiso guc sort of “m¥, rorning up the 1ill tovmrd
hin foll by an clderly gentlauan.

Dlale tms aunzed thien the young fellotr, ~ithovt any
apnarcnt cause, recled and & ggored and fell in o hop on-
phwamente The dotective's anrzaient imeroascd vhen the
cldorly gontlenicn, on roaching tho prostrate figure, ‘behaved
in excetly the solc vaYe .

St-ying his omn hondlong rush, 5l ke s ugt to discovg
hed 1aid low tho to
On cithcd sidc of the

the nobure of thoe unscon forec thot
nene  Jlo quickly discovorcd ita

gtre st ws sitwtod rosidomtisl nonsions, lot in flats,
nd oosite to whore the nen ley, 'ms 1ct in a sguarc iron




30

platos boarigg thc moo oo an clcl.:'tr"-c. dorpany ) "i'f_l:-'";lcc'tri
Jdrcs sap lying the tmnagen outside vaae :tho vietine lay,
with ligrt ond notive power, passed fron the :?trc‘:‘.t baing
hrough o hollow may under thc pc.vmv?n't' and in the littlo
pumnel a leapase had ccewred, charging the flagstonos above
end arcund with clectricity and turning thon into gipgantie
clectric botterics. Caroful not to aporoach too closo,
1lcst ho, alse, bo struck dowm in the sae wey, Blako roverscd
the stout chorry stick he vms in thoso daya in the habit of
ear Tying chout with him, and strctehing forvord nonaged to
slip tho ercck under the am of the younger non and drag hin
embcloare After mcdieal ottontion the vietins quiekly
rocoverods Bloko having moamwhile recognised in the youngor
man an old school chun of hig, llarry IDvertons
- his lotor yoars of residence ot Achleimh
" ¢ bad net Ivorten wa¢ his younger
~d been knetm to hin as Lverton .1 jor
znd Dverton idnor; boen but 1little followrs durins taw
tine o young Ilrnke, tho, ot that tine, wms gonerclly
regerded os the hero of tlic scheol, and hicld in groater
ostinetion and elicst in greator owo by the muallor boys thex
thc Hozd hinsclf. 0ld "Brovo Dlalke" wmsz lowr he cane £ be
knotm in thosc haroy ond enr freo days ot Ashleigh, +hei, as
2n 18 ycar old youth, hic had onjoyod the adnirction of 1ic
schioclfoilovs, and it is imterosting to reeord tiat ShaT Nac
fixed the peried for his narretive as ninc yoars lator,
thorehy nclking Dle o's oo ot tho tiie of wwriting as 27.
“faon llarcy bverton asked hin to spend 2 weck or tw
ot Sverton Touwcrs, hic hene, Dlilic readily accopted the
invitotion, ond it vme div-cd cly folloving the econclusion
of o narticularly s:iverc thundorstorn that tho old school
fricnds arrived ol thelr dostinetion, to bo net by Frenk
Tyerton, tho, teorfully told his brother thot their father
hed boon struck by lightoning emd -ns lying dead in tho study
After oxarining the body Dlrke's imtorcst “ms sroused
bty the faet thot, 2lthough the -indetr of the study 'ws opoa
and tho pancs wore strenming - ith noisture, nono had emterad
the roomy thich s perfootly dry, o circunstonee vhich
devoloped in Dlake 21l his professionnl instinctse
“he Zverton brothers had o cousing one raval ivorton,
the son of their ffother's youngor brother, ~ho it.g born in
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frther tho nrevisus yoir,
,n.t‘tl.\_‘ €z n to live vith lhis

3 's rﬂ*c‘t*,n on soc o
04  of distru~t, for zltlough apnnoring
ever hiz unela's locth, it scuaved to tho

Adetectivo that Roal Dvrton s Dlaying a porte
eting > sudden inss on 3oxton Bloke
hisg canorae It iz o woll Imowm foet thet "hoan
is killed by o sudiden =@ viclemt shoeck, quito oftey
the 1o+t scone he losked upon on carth is iprinted on the
inn of %he cyo, rnd there the iLimrescion remnining for
es  TTith this in iiind 'tlﬂc Le‘tcc..:.vc, vhotoraphed
ures of the aich he nade an
ety the rosult b-:-:r. of the
eve cloorly discernable ure of Aol Dvertons
Ve t+.g stonding wdith anpe laoling objoet in his
hend, an instrunent vhich - ‘:ccb'ri scd o5 an clectiie
bottory, thich obvicusly rme usod to cause the death of
Squirc Lverto
Tor thoesalo
s o.skod net to t

of thc foouily aczo ond henour, Clcke
the natt ay further, but clthough
cerccing o licld nd f3 tiiic boings it ves
for frao the deteetive's imtontion thut Renl chould oo
unpunished, ond, in significent tomes he razinded iorry's
Unelos Sire Ceorge Chomorth, thot vherons yestorday thore
~ore feur livos boty rl end th:z succcsiion of tlio -’
Jverton cst ,te, to-d -y thers vere ™t tlirco, znd advised
tho boronet to be sure ~nd sec thot thosc threo voro not
furthicr roduccd. It is tiric here to introduec young
Char lic L‘vc:‘ton, the youngest of the Ivorton brothers, an
“leven yoar cld boy, for he =ms onc of thc thrie ternrds
~/hort Bleke releorrode

In ordor to got ey froo wmflecsant ascoeiations
for a tino. Sir. ﬁ_aru tock o =:all scosido cobote in
4srryllishire, ] oxtunded mn imvitotisn to Blake to
ceeInINy farrys Jrunl, Charles e Rovwd nd hi s lf to
Scotlonde The lcbeetive, vay wioasy in mind for the
gifcty of the brothcrs, ccceptod, : his feorg weoro fully
justificd, fer el uade tn ottaupt on thce lifc of
Sherlioe

3ir, lcerge, heving just purchssed o nuwtbor of sunll,
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~iry, ponics, Riwad dored Cherlio fo ride ono of tlhom, o
firey tomprood oninal, vho obviously -vuld have nocdod a
skilled hand to held hin in ehesk. TNuncl's tounts a0
stung the youngstor thet he iz« lidely jusped upon the
oninals back, vhoreupon, umnotie I by tho rost, noynl
Jabbed tho opon blade of his ponlnifc doep inte the oninglg
flanke lad =dth agony tho pony golloped off dth Charlio
clinging 5 its back. Blake gnve chase on one of the othcr|
anizn 1s, ond it was dtowerds Docpouck Loss, o betlomless bag
in thich ~nything once cngulfod vus sucked dowm nCver arnin
to appear, thot the runniny nadeo Jor. Aeress opcn roor-
lond ~dth it'e norcos of purplo liather, sursusd god pursuc:
thundered, the fim ground cradticlly beeoring soffer, .nd
mede yiclding, wntil ot longth, on tac VLry vorge of the
bogy Bl:ko drev levar, yrnked dhorlic fron dug bnck of tha
vadlicnod nony, Jjust beforo the aniigl nlungod indg tho bog.

Thore, Bl.ko wms comnellod, in an o ny of nind
wateh the frongiod strur-los of ’z‘.‘»o 4. gjapzn; :.;u;'t".z:
suckod graduelly dowm ducp imbo +he :

5

n

To bo continucde
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Roclors of TLAILLL aro ur;;:::['.l:y roquestod to subiiit siitabl
artielus fir inclusien in futurc icoucs of tho GeDda

Send your Jlontridbutions to M., Jonl, 10 irv ion, hivbin:,
Cardiff,

iloxt conth:~

Udds Titlos for 1922.
The .on from the Surctoe
Slake Throuszh the Yoiroe
Tho Iound Tabls,
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