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A meetin: wes held on Jenuary 27tk 2t 239 iyle Park Roed
Despite the 'flu epifemic there wes e cretifying attendence.

Rei. Fudson wes in the cheir. He mizht ncot heve been,
for & fgw doys cerlier he ha? hed an secident which misht’
have hed sericus conseguences. However, fortunrtoly he wes
sble to preside with his usual tect.

.. Normen Smith, now oble to be nresent throucshout the
meetincs, resd the report of thrt Christmes Perty of plessont
memory .«

Gerald illison, trecsurer snd librerien, @eve his report
end showed the librery to be in ¢ flourishing condition. It
is esnecirlly erprecirted by distent members. Geornld elsc reqd
several interesting letters he hed received from Jim Hepburnm,
Stenluy “/erd, Cyril 3enks, Geu. Reamsbottom. snd Wric Humphreydq.
The latter told something which creatly smused the meeting.
He is & member of » dence bend ond he seid thet ot & recent
fency dress do, he 7ot 2 reel surprise when o couwplc ceme on
te the fleor got up as Iilly ond Bessie “unter. They were
the femous peir down tc Dilly's check trousers. They ot
the first nrize, tool

Herry Derlow sent sn epclogy. It wes the first meeting
he hod missed.

H rece Twink~m then eve his lon: rweite? t-lk on the
Gem. He had exidently spent quite » lot of time in prepsring
it, nd he gout ¢ well deserved round of eppleuse at the finisH.

Refreshments foll.wed and then the usual ldiscussion.

Attendence: Ke. Bulgon, Nermen Swmith, Gerrld Alliscn,
Ernest end Mrg. [ubberd (Shefficld), Stanley, irs. ead Keith
Knicht, lMiss Knizht, Horoece Twinham, Vere Ooetes, “Hilliemt
son, /. Herrison, C. Tophem, Dovid Pullon, Devid “illingbeck,
rnd correspondent Herbert Leckenby.

In the hopo thet this issue will bc .ut in time o

reminder. Next meetins, Februery 10th. .4 talk by
J. Treeze Dentley cnu Cherles Hamilton.
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FROM THE EDFTCR®S CHATR
The Best /nnuel Yet. Thet's the elmost vmanimous verdig

of #11 those who have expressed their opinion. Well, that's
nice to know, & reel stiaulent in the midst of ¢ "flu weve.
£11 the erticles hove their supporters, bot there®s one
I must specislly refer teo, end thotts Herry Homer's mester—
piece — YMonogreph on the Criminels® Confederstion”. t of
the humdreds of erticles we've published since the stert of
the C.D. few have so many bouguets. ind the striking pert of
it is meny of them have come from those who rre not normally
perticularly interested in Sexton Blake. There's Herry Dowlg
for instence. This is what ke sgys:
*Herry Homer*s orticle is undoubtedly the best article ever
written sbout the old Boys' prpers. It is asimply master]
Just think! I zm not greetly interested in the Confeders-
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tion but his contribution is so gripping, scholsrly, ~nd
svidently the product of much decp resesrch th-t onc is
compelled to rord it over and over sgein."

"ell, that's = tribute if you like. Unfortunately,
Herry Homer is #t present in hospitsl, but =s you will sce by
# letter from him, he is eoger to get going on en article for
the next /mnusl. Notring like sterting in good time. If ony,
of you cen help him with the papers he requires, you will,
needless to say, be doing it in = good erusc.

The ballot popers sre coming in well, #nd I may be ~blc
to give the stote of the poll bufore we zo to press. One
gretifying festure is that many ore riving rersons fer their
preference. These rre very helpfui.

Despite much midnizht oil spent over the "Collectors!
“ho's Tiho", some wcll known nemes were overlooked. These
include Ernest Hubbsard, Grenville Tirine, Richsrd Thorwell
Bill Colcombe, tnd E. C, Meson. It weas, however, ¢ terrific
job compiling it. "/e'll seo if ony mor: rre notified, then
publish detrils in the i:rrch munber.

is I write, reports ere beginning to come in from cverses
Icelend, South ifrica. Cenade, U S... They =sre £11 so sreti-
fying, waking me lock forwerd to those from _ustrelir NFow
Zerlend, ond Brezil,

0—0—0-0

Error: It ussn't until the lest number hed been mrilad
thet I notices, to my dismey, that it hsd besn drted Februery
on the cover. I tried t¢ comfort myself by thinking, "Ch wel
perheps it won't bo noticed down there ot the bottom of the
pege." I ought to heve lmovm bottor. Little ecserpes the
eegle gyes of C.D. rerders. Still, that implies © compliment
so I don't mind.

It «rs ¢ little unfortunate, howsver, fur e8 the Jeouery
nuober throush unevoideble cruscs, thot enemy 'flu the mein
one, wos much leter then usuel, some might heve zot the
impression thet we were going to miss o month. But »s you
will now know, that isn't so.

:nd once rgein the deley brought » strck of snxious
enquiries. Some of you leter zpologised for vorrying me; it
epen't necussery, for sfter #11 it's nice to be missed.

Some peried subscribers, too, hed an unessy feeling thot
meybe the non-cppesrsnce wes becouse their subs hed run out.
Even if they hed they would still heve got their copics.

3 .
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I don't get cuncerned until it copesrs evident something has
gone wrong.

0—C=0—0—0

"Headache" 48 ¢ follow-up to the last peregroph, howev
we heve been given the tip that the price of paper is going ug
steeply, especially that for the covers. Morecver, it's
going to be scerca. In view of whrt heppened over the lste—
ness of the Jenuery muber. it gives me shivers to think what
would happen if the C.D. wes held up eltogether; but I don't
think it will. At present, &t any rote, it mry meen that we
shrll heve to resist the temptstion Lo run beyond 28 prges.
After ell, when the price wes fixed st the beginning it wes
with £ 20 peger in mind. Thot wea scon forgotten aboulb.

4s for the shorloge, well, we ore rlrendy trking steps
to get paper into stock for the next Annurlt

0-~0=0--0~0

No.50. Helf a century of C.D's. T don't suppose I cver
dered to think of such ¢ thing that Sundey cfterncon in
Novemher 1946 when I looked for the first time on No.l.

Tiell, I've added over four yesrs to my ege, yet I feel
severel yesrs younger. And certeinly richer bucause of
hundreds unknown then but now jolly good friends to

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT L<CKENBY .

P.S, I left this until the lest moment for T wes hoping it
wouldn't te necessery tc write it ot all. I regret to say,
however, that there ore still s number of suba. for the Annua}
to come., I eni @ little diseppointed, as it is now long pest
closing dete. I cen cnly think it is duc to forgetfulness,
end I fecl sure thcse tc whom it epplies will eet my mind =t
rest as quickly o8 possidle.

HIGH PRICES P.ID for 1914-1918 "Reinbow". Also "Megnets",
"5.0.L's".  Brian Honeysett, 65 Orchard Roed, St. .mmes,
Lenceshire.

WANTED: Megnets (600-900), Goms (pre-1000), Pepulers, Holidey
Annuels. Pre-wer Triumphs, Hotspurs, Wizerds, Skippers,
Adventures, Rovers, Boys' Friends, Pilots, Boys! Magezines,
Modern Beys,, Hotspur, Wizerd or other Annuels, All with
Schcol Stories. Good prices paid. P. Tillett,

67 Ford Bridge Roed, Ashford, Middx.
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Pioneers of duvenalis

By Johnm ledereft

01d Boys' Buok collecting is nc new cult criginoting in
the demise of the "lognet" end other worth while boys' popers
in 1940, or inspired by E. S. Turner's "Bcys will be Boys" snd
sponsored by the 01d Boys' Book Clubs, but is now neering 1ts
century o8 £ hobby.

It 211 sterted when Edword Lloyd beceme eshomed of the
penny bloods upon which his considersble fortune wos founded
snd tried to kick them out of existence. It is on reccord thet,
around 1860, he conmissioned Bdwerd Viles to buy up #nd destroy|
r8 meny copies of "Vorney the Vempyre" end the 250 or more
Lloyds bloods that had been published since 1836. In executiop
of this difficult tesk V iles used r erb to tuur the must
prolific sources of supply, the 2d circul~ting libreries, buying
up snd removing their stocks whenever possible. Heving to the
best of his rbility consecientiously performed the first pert of]
the commission Viles necglected the letter ond, alticugh most of
the Lloyds blocds were destrcyed, he retrined meny of the best
which he is believed tc have sold yeers later et = consi‘ersble
profit. Incidentelly, the possession of “Gentlemsn Jock; or,
Life .n the Road" inspired Viles to write the well kmowm “Black
Bessj cr, the Knight of the Roed". Since that time the
Victorien penny drerdfuls end bloods heve been desultorily
ccllected #nd rs ¢ result meny were preserved from the whole-
gnle destruction which the srnctimcneous Victorisns mcted out
to permicicus litcreture, rs they sweepinily termed it. &
proportion certeinly did merit this fate, but not the mejority.
.8 is usurl when rmy colleetsble item is no longer currontly
obteinable, the interest in penny dreedfule increceed consider-
#bly in the esrly yeers of the present century when Brett rnd
the other old publishers clcosed down, rnd this storted e boom
in collecting the Victorisn boys' popers. Up to 1930 this
phese of the hcbby rode on the crest o¢f e wove but inexcreble
time took its toll enmd by 1940 the renks of the old Victorien
ccllecpors were woefully depleted, snd s younger end mere
virile sghcol of collecting wos grining strength. The modern
boys' popers, leunched by ilfred Hermsworth in 1894, were coming
into their cwn end the rlmost complete suspensiocn in 1940 pro-
vided the stimulue which wes tc beer fruit rfter the wer in the
hobby =8 we kmow if todsy.
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But let us lock back 30 yeers when ¢ few pioncors c
to collect the modern beys' papers in the fect of an smused
contemptuousness on the part of our relatives emd friends who
wexed hilerious ot the very thcught of collecting kids' books,
as they termed them. By collecting mey I first make it clesr
that I refer to the questing for further copies end not merely
the eccumlation of ones cwn current boyhcod purcherscs. I think
I wes one of the first tc venture elong this dimly lighted
byway when in 1918 I resolved tc replece the Bocks of my boy-
hcod, treasured for yeers only tc be wentonly squendered in an
excess of misteken zesl three yeers previously. One of my very
first contects wes Fred Herrison (Berry Ono) commencing a
friendship thet was to lest until his deeth in 1941. Barry
wes exclusively e cullector of the old school £nd his scorn
for the modern papers end the "Gem ond Megnet meggots" who
collected them was deep ond vitriolic. But he wes not ebove
selling them end hulped me considersbly in those esrrly deys
plus instilling in me o resl and lesting love for his beloved
Victorien journsrls osnd dresdfuls. I feney he hoped to ween
me from rllegienseto the "Buys Friend", "Nugzets", "Marvel",
"Gem" end other boyhcod favourites, but never succeeded.
George Gilbertson end Frenk ‘ieering slso rided me in those esr:
doys and the former encoursged me tc wider Henderson intercsts
while Teering, elthcugh primerily o Victorien collector, did
not diedein the early Harmsworths, and we hed meny testos in
commcn. In Tem Stenning I met 2 collector sfter my own heert
with identicel interests, snd for severrl yesrs we ren a mutuel
eid scciety in the old papers, buying ond swapping without
thought of gein. It wes ¢ sed dey for me when, tired of
weiting for the promised lend fit for heroces, he emigreted to
Austrelie teking the creem of his books with him. Jomes Thittlle,
snother of my ee P ol !
Friend", "Boys' Hers1ld" and the "Boys' Friend 3d Librery" end
together we built up very respecteble runs. He geve up
collecting on his merriage e few years later snd pessed on
his books to me. F '/, Lawrence also specialised in the good
old Green 'un snd to @ lesser degree in the "Boys' Herald"
end "Buys' Reelm". It is sed ' to reflect that failing eye-
sight ended his devotion to the hobby, slthough I believe ho
8till reteins certein cherished items.

Apart from second-hend booksellers and junk stores, the
only men I knew who dealt in back mumbers cf boys' pespers in
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the old deys wes Arthur Budge of Almondbury, Huddersfield, end
one could usurlly rely upon him for supplics of cur fevourite
pepers. He wes o gueer fish in meny weys snd usuclly wrcte
on smell sereps of peper with o profusion of merginal odditiong
ond nfterthoughts, but slthough on indifferent ccrrespondent,
he @elivkred the geods. If cnly Arthur could but know the
prices now being prid tc money conscicus dealers for books he
used %o sell ot less then published price, verily I believe he
would erupt in his greve.  Jomes Sulliven, snother of my
eorly contects, wrs primerily o Henderson ccllector snd his
spotless runs cf "Nuggets", i1 “est", ond "Nugget Librery"
excited my envy end odmirstion. He kept them r11 in » lerge
tin trunk with sn overflw into severrl brxes, -~nd Aisdnined
binding, preferin; tc retrin the criginel published e~ndition.
Eventurlly he sls: omigreted end gleddened my herrt by turning
over his entire ccllection, tin trunk and ell.

George C. Foster hed one of the finest ccllections of a1l
time with sets of the "Gem" ond "Megnet" complete to the time
of his secession frcm the hobby which his meny -~ther interests
anfortunstely rendered necessery. i@ hed meny collecting
experiences in ccmmon over £ pericd of ten yeers incluling »
brush with the enterprising Leslie Pesrson long before thet
plrusible individurl exercised his peculiar telents on ¢
lorger scele in 194T7. Gevrge's grestest misteke wes to remove
the Gem snd Megnet covers befcre binding. Thet beceme of thep
I con ondy guess. ey he be forgiven.

Tuo few ccllectors ¢f modern boys' pepers cest their nets
wider snd a reslly representrtive ccllection is & rerety. One
such belongs to Geirge P. Greinger whose interests cover ¢
wide field from the mrend old Victorien journels tc tc the
wBoys' Friend" end "Union Jock", while his Aldine ond Hendersop

iteme make an imposing errdy.
Another e« 1llector ective more them 20 years sgo wos
S. L. Pulker whose interests were primerily Aldline with &
preference for "Dick Turpin”, "Spring Heeled Jock", "Jack
Shepperd" end "Cleude Duvel".  Llthough n. longer retive in
the field he reteins his sets ~f these full blroded libraries.
. Boskett wes not rctuelly ¢ eollector, but he probebly
inspired meny cthers to thet end. Possessing nearly complete|
sets of the Gem snd Megmet up to No.B0O he ron 2 juvenile
circulsting 1ibrery for severel yeers, snd sfter tiring of it
he sold the undemeged belence of his stock, over 1100 copies,
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te ms for 10/- cerrirge prid. S. rny memburs £ cur circle
pussessing copies of the Gem ond HMegnet with his neme on the
cuver mey find food for reflection in the knowledze thot thesd
booke were vnce repurchesed €t 10 for a penny. More years
then I cere tc remember have pessed since I first correspondes
with our worthy editor and officisl soribe, Herbert Leckenby,
and even in those cerly dsys I recell thet his interest in
the persumelie of the old pspers - the suthors who wrote snd
the ertists who drew for them - predcmineted over mere scquisi-
tion. Little did either of us dream thet cver 20 yecers would
elepse befire we met and then the hcbby would be on en estsb-
lished and dign ified fcoting. Joe Perks, sctive in the
hobby from the earliest period, has done much to develop snd
2dd tc its interest for ccllectors. In 1919 he lsunched
"Venity Fair", now better lmown ss the "Collector's Miscellany"
and fcr 20 years it held the fort as the officisl orgsn of
01d Boys Book ccllecting. Of the hocbby writeras of pre-wer
days cnly Herry Steele, Joe end myself sre sctively pursuing
the ssme course todey. Percy Smith is snother wh:se enthusi-
esm has grown greater with the pessing yeers snd, though his
interests have widened consideresbly, he is umswerving in his
sllegience tc Buffsl. Bill. Percy's collection of litersturg
devoted tu his herc is en imposing one and probebly the finesf
in Britsin.

Len Packman too, now besrin, with becoming dignity the
office of chairmen of the Lundon Section, probsbly remembers
cne iutum evening in the misty pest when he celled on me end
loter departed happily, steggering under o load of ecrly 34
end 1d Gems plus ¢ few Mognets incluing the originel gresse-—
steined copy of No.l which I purchesed when £ boy. Happy
deys. Dick “'horwell, the indefstigeble, had the tcughest
cullecting luck of £11, but he is 28 keen now ss ever he wes
in the coerly dsys between the wers. It was saverol yerrs-
leter in the unersy years befcre 1939 thet I first contected
Eric Feyne snd lerunched him s2long the hebby rosd with a
besutiful bound run of the "Gem" up tc Ne.312, since when he
hes garnered r wonderful colleetion of Hemiltconiens.

C. L. Rensom, one of the laat cnllectcrs cof the older schcol,
pessed on in June 1939, end the modern section of his exten—
sive collection wes ructioned two deys before the outbreerk
of wer, 8 most umpropitious time for » sele, snd finely

beund volumes of "Boys' Friend™, "Boye' Reslm", "Big Budget™,
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A "Jester" renlised less then one shilling per volume.

C.llecting stegneted Juring the first half of the wrr
but, proviling o form ~f escepism from the strein of wer, it
picke! up remerkebly leter, end within o yeor efter the
cesseticn of hestilities sn ever growing number of new enthusi
ests of ©ll szes were stirected to the hobby. Interest
r cketed when the news of Charles Hemilton's sctivities becrme
widely known, cnd press publicity 4id the rest. Once the
cult of » comperetively few individuelists who ploughed their
lonely furrcws in uncherted but fertile territory, 0ld Boys'
Beck cellecting now emerged frum obscarity and lined up, ©
trifle sclf-conscicusly ¢t first perhrps, with Philately end
the other estoblished hcbbies. Tcley the ombryo collector
hes no longer to fend for himself but is guided nlon: the nath
by the sure 1isht of meny informetive erticles end portentious|
cherecter studles and in vrricus others weys instructel in
the whys end wherefores of the cult. The collecter of todey
hrs grined in steture end enjoys meny sivonteges that we of
the pioneer deys never kmew, but scne is the edventure o 2
the past and the frequent thrill <f en ettrective find at
berzein price. .las, the world hes been tco fiercely combed
in recent yeers for much to escene snd the sm2ll seccnd-hend
beokseller, cnce the most pro 1lific scurce of supply, no
longer f£ills the penny box with old boys' bucks, but reports
pt meximum prices. Furthermoxe, there were no prrasitic
deplers in the old deys, fur we were 211 collectors buying,
selline end exchengins in maturl ecerrd end with nc thought
f monetery <ein, eny profit mele wes infinitesimel snl scon
evened up.

Verily, these were the doys.

5.0.8. Till sny ccllector rssist iirs. Prekmon end myaelf

T. complete our joint ccllection of Union Jocks? Your price
zladly poid for soy of the follewings 1316, 1314, 1313, 1292
1272, 1042, 1040, 1039, 1038, 1016, 999, 998, 99T, 996, 991,
989, 988, 987, 9715, 984, 983, 982, 978, 971, 976, 975, 974,
972, 971, 970, 969, 967, 966, 962, 960, 95T, 953, 919, 917,
911, 907, 903, 902,898, 896, 890, 6887, 886. Lecnerd Packmen,
27 irchiele Rood, Erst Dulwich, L-ndon, S.E.22.

“/ANTED: — Volume 14 Bow Bells, 10/- offered. A. %. Lawaom,
13 Chrrles Squere, Hoxton, Lendon, N.l.




Popular Papers of the Post

Nc.13 — "Beys Of The (Our) Empire" (liclruse)
Oct. 274 1900 — Oct. 10, 1903 - 155 numbers

There was sn interesting story of rivelry behind the
c.ming of Melruse's "Buys Of The Empire" for, some yesrs esrlier,
there had been enother peper bearing the seme neme. It had
been cne of Edwin J. Brett's meny enterprises and efter a run pT
s little over five yeers hed died in Mey 1893. Then this
preminent publisher of Vietorien doys' journsls ot wind of
lielrcse's intention he pricked up his esrs — end promptly got
busy; s- much su thet a week befure the Melrose peper reached
the bcokstalls, ancther cne sppesred thereon — e re-issue of
Brett's 0ld paper - price one helfpermy. Slick w.rk, but ncy
so difficult, os it simply conteined old stocries end pictures,
tew.  So, during the week of Octuber 10th, 1903, the boys of
the dey had the ch.ice of twu pasers beering the same name,
cne ot o peony, end one £t helf thet sum.

I well remember the ccming of thet WNo.l Lf the Melrose
"Yuys Of The Empire", for my father szeve me ¢ surprise by
plecing @ copy in my hands. is I heve related more then oncd,
my frther disepproved generslly of the boys' weeklies, but s f
the new pzper hed evidently been modelled on the "Boys' Own
Paper" (2 peper which nit even the sternest Vict.risn perent
cculd object tc) I suppose he hed # hope thet it would eventu~
elly ween me ewey from the "Buys' Friend", snd .ther s.-cflled
"blcods" of the dey.

“ell, whet did I find when I turned the pages cf the new
peper thet dey cver 50 yerrs ego.

Tt consisted of 24 peges (reduced to 20 the fullowing week)
| enclcsed in # cover of sn sttroctive green. I sm uneble to |
comment on the cover in deteil, as the vylums I heve have been
»und without them. The pege size wes the seme #8 the B.O.P.
There were tw. serisls. "Ccntrabsend of Vier", e tale of the
Buer Ver then in progress, written by B. .itken; ond "The Long
Ster Rush" by Edmund }itchell. )

It is interesting to note thet “"Contrebend of “er" wes
jllustreted by an ertist essccisted with the Bredt pepers, cne|
whcse work wes es femiliar to the reeders of the "Helfpenny
Surprise" os C. H. Chepmen t. those f the "Megmet". I don't
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think he ever signed his drrwins in the Brett popers, but
scocrding to e picture in the lelrose "Buys Of The Empire"
he wos E. T. Pepe, or Pope.

The first page wes cccupied by "Our Chemnicn of the Veek"
with en illustrotion snd ¢ column biography. In that No.l
the chempicn wes Ernest Ncedhem, famous half-back of Sheffield
United, The drewing wea by none other than Hutton kitchell,
the ertist who nearly eisht yeers leter was the first tc draw
Billy Bunter. This "Chemnion of the Vieek" feature I believe
continued thrcughout the run of the paper. A page snncunced
the "Buys' Empire Leegue" with en imposin; list of patrons,
including L.rd Cherles Beresford snd the Duke of Merlborcuch.
Linked with this wes o cumpetition with £100 in prizes, spent
cn heampers to be ewerded tc the schcols obtaining the most
members fcr the Leejue in nroportion to the number of scholnrs
I won't mention the ccntents ¢f these hompers; it wouldn't
be feir to our younger members.

The rest of the papers wes mede up with short stories
rnd erticles, end the editor wea Howerd Snicer, in rppearsnce
not unlike thet more femous boys's editor, Hemilton Edwerds.

I don't quite remember whrt my reactions were et the time
probebly I wes not ¢xectly impressed. Coerteinly the "Boys!
Friend" did nct lose £ resder. I liked four seriels in my
papers; including e school one. I believe my comment wee
that 1t seemed to be fcr the "swetter", the "g.od boy of the
fomily", #nd that wesn’t me. However, it's -nly feir tc say
that the paper improved es time went on, et least in my oninion
ind, it would eppesr, cthers were thinkins =s I'wes, for in
Nc.20 it wre smnounced s meny rerders had indicrted their
wish for & sch cl stury thot it hsd been decided tc publish
cne, It sterted in the next number: "Chisholm's Chums",
|written by K.M. #nd R. Erdy. It wes nct et 211 e bed story.

A little eerlier enother new serisl hel storted written
by en euthor well kmown tc some of the older members of our

circle: Rcbert Leighton. Its title wes "Cep'n Net's Trersurq”,

a tale of cld Liverpcol. The artist was sgein Hutton Mitchell
ond his work here wes brillisnt, far superior tu his contribu-
tions to the "Mpgmet" end "Gem" yesrs loter.

Rcbert Leighton, of ccurse, wrote quite o lot of seriels
with his wife, Merie Connir Leizghton, es pertner, or perheps
it would be more correct to put thet in reverse, for their
daughter, in & biogrephy of her mother, imnlied her fother wes
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r meck 1itble men vexy such under the Jominence of his wife.
Iieck little men or not, he could certeinly write £ recy, full
i thrills stoery for boys.

In No.34 storted encther serisl, "The Secret of the
Vcnderland" by en ruthor whoe leter wes to become well known,
Ridgewell Cullum. Vith this story, however, he hed & partnen
Charles Vingrove.

It would sppeor thet sbout this time "Boys of the Empiret
wes duing quite nicely. The editoriel columns tock up quite
o lot of space snswering reeders' questions. There wos & good
"wirrt ond Exchenge" end the Buys' Empire Lesgue seemed tc be
in » henlthy state. Then E. J. Brett mede another move - he
increcsed the price .f his paper tc ¢ penny. Thus, in No.37
of the cther "Boys of the Empire" it was anncunced:

"Owing tc enother pericdicel beering the seme neme ss cur
legezine having intimsted thot iss price will be roised
from e helfpenny to one penny weekly, & greet ‘eerl of
confusion is likely tc be crused t¢ the Newsegents,
Tiholeselera end Reteilers rlike. It would be quite
impossible t. know which paper was mesnt when en crder
wes sent for "Buys of the Empire". Under these circum—
stences we heve resclved to meke e slight elteration in
our title it will keep us from susteining the demage
end eonoyence which the publishers f the other peper
evidently intend us tc suffer.

On snd rfter this dete cur Megezine will be entitled
"Beys of Our Empire'".

Evidently there wes nc love lost between Messrs. Melrose,
ond, where bcys' journrls were concerned, the more experienced
bir. L. J. Brett.

No further reference sppeers to heve been made tc this
little wer, znd if one hed nct seen thet notice cne would
probebly heve been quite unewere of this chenge, for the word
"our" wes only in very smell lettering on the mesthesd.

Vol.2 started off with ¢ new schcel seri=l by Rcbert
Leighton, "H unded Qut" or "Th: Boys of Waveney College", ond
befcre the finish he had slsc centributed "In the Lond of
Ju-Je" ond "The Hounted Ship".  Ancther scrisl in this volumg
was "The Yellow Setchell™ by Fred Thishew, illustreted by
Hutton Mitchell.

There ccmes e reel whiff of nostelgie vwhen one locks a2t
scme of the Chempions of the Veck descpibed in these old
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v.lumes, especielly t. lovers -f King Cricket, fcr there rre
tcld the fects of Grece, Gilbert Jessop, Si‘ney Bernes,
Reginald Duff, "erwick Armstrong and other gients of the
guluen ege.

In N-.B80 there ccmmenced e school story, "A Renk Outsider'
by Kent Corr. This wes splen’id story of life et o great
public schuol. 1 remember rerding it st the time with resl
interest, eni thinking that "Buys of Our Fmpire" wrs not such
2 bed sort of peper efter r£11. Kent Corr leter hed encther
cne, "Cought Out".

Herking beck 2 little one finds in No.61 the first of o
two-pert erticle "hy Cen't “ie Fly". In it the writer seys,
#The nroblem of flight hes thus been cnly very partislly
solved by "men-ridden" machines. No such machine has es yet
been shle t~ regulrte its flight in Pny chosen “irection, or
tu fly et 211 under snything but the most favcursble conditiong
end it seems the nevigetion of the eir, if it ever teckes place
is m-re likely to be eccumplished by mesns of esir-conveyences
gomething like the airships which will be the subject of our
next paper.”

Tell, eirships ere obsclete, end two yeers efter that
article hed been written the Wright Brothers lifted o hesvier
than eir machine from the ground et Kitty Hewk snd flewl
tould the world have been today e heppier £nd more pesceful
place if it had never heppened?  Tell, luck st London, end
think how we shudier ot the mentiin of "stom bomb".

Nc.55 contained e supplement running tc frur peges telling
of e meeting of the Buys' Empire Leegue ot Holburn Towm Hell
on October 23rd, 1901. 500 boys were present rnd irchcescon
Sincleir president .f the League, was in the cheir, on? the
meeting cpened with the singing ~f "The Derr Heme Lend",
stirring speeches were made devoted to "the glorious history
of the grest, far-flung British Empire". A good time seems
to have been hed by sll on thet evenin: nigh on 50 yeers ago.
Cynics mey heve scoffed end snid there wes snother motive
behind it - circuletion for the "Bcys of Our Empire". lloybe,
but thet kini of thing Aid link proprietors snd rerders, the
boys of the dry were sble to see the editor e8 » rerl live
personelity. He could be friend end rdylsor. Teuld there
were more ¢f the seme spirit tcdoy.

Tith Nc.B86 ceme encther chenge; the green cover wos
Aropped, rnd four extre peges of story metter given - 20 in »1])
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.s Brett's "B Es .f the Emgire" hed no cover this would nc
Goubt £4d to the worries of the newsegent. Then with No.109
the heeding wes printed in two colours insteesd of onc, ond
centinued s. until the end - No.155, Oct. 10, 1903. 48,
unfortunctely, I heve no ccpies of Velume 3, I em uneble to
sey under what circumstences it ceme to die. It seems tc
heve put up @ breve fight seeming to try snd find o plece &
Jittle t. the left of the B.O.P., somewhet to the right of
"Chums", but found there wesn't room.

The "Boys of The Empire" went on until September 15th,
1906, No.311. E. J. Brett hed the lest leugh.

NOTE. For much of my infcrmetion I em indebted tc Henry
Stebles, of Bredford.

YAWTED elmost eny Hen’erson publications, especislly Young
Folks Toles (1906-14). Could if preferred offer vericus
pre-1914 items (non-Henlerscn) in exchenge. E. Meson,

20 ‘iarriston Gerdens, Edinburgh 4.

SALE, EXCHANGE: 60 Victcriens, 1d end 2d erchy 27 Thrillers,
3a erch; E. V. Hughes, "Ceswell", 25, Hillsborc Rcad,
Bognor Regis.

TANTED: Best prices offered rll types -f old Beys' Broks,
For Secle, "Megnets", "Pupulsrs", "Buys Friend Green ecklies",
wEcys! Reeln", "Union Jecks", ete. From 12/~ per dozen,
§.h.E. For list pleese. G. R. hdsley, 17 Abergerw Read,
Brynmenyn, Nr. Bridgend. Glem.

FOR SilE OR MXCHANGE: 84 14 Mervels renging from No.40
(29/10/04) tc No.B77. 41l in guod crmdition. A few others
ccverless or demeged £lso svaileble.

Lented. 4d Mervels: 1d Wervels Nos. 3, T, 9, 23, 24, 134-6,
141, 215-240, 275-290, 375-400. Populars (first series)

2, 3, 12, 31, 32, 33, 36. Union Jecks centeining Lobangu
stories. Thurb:n, 47 Crcmwell Read, Combridge.

FOR S4lE: Cclldctivoly or seperetely, 80 B,O.P's; 330 Chempiops.
Llsc 6 Chempion inmuals. Offers. Doteils. B. R. Edgeley,
9 Scuthwey, Coershalton Beeches, Surrey.

TANTED: uodern Buys 1931-32-33. Tirite C. ellis, 64 Oakls'ndj

perk Ropd, Scuthgete, London, N.14.
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NELSON LsE COLUIQV
Conducted by Rcbert Blythe
(A1l communications temporarily to Leonard Pal,-k:man,

By e strange cuincidence I have had two requests for the same-
informetion, both coming by the seme post, althcugh some
hundreds of miles seperates my enquirers.

These chums cf mine are commarstively newcomers to the
circle, and ss their enquiry mey also be of interest to - thers,
I am putting the guestion end part of the enswer in this
"Columm" .

The questicn is, "Which issues cf the Nelson Lee were
reprinted in the "Ionster" librery, end werec 11 the stories
in this paver reprints?"

The second part cf the question is Yes, they were all
reprints, each "ilonster" containing whet wes ~rizinelly e serig
of enything from 7 to 11 consecutive issues of the Nelson Lee
first (0ld) Series.

Here ere the first ten "Wonsters" snd the seriel numbers
of the originel N.Lees conteined therein. I will finish the
series (2 further nine "uonsters") next month.

No.l "Monster" = Nelscn Lee (0.S.) 158 to 165 inc.

n 9 n @ " " " 170 to 177 "
"3 " i " " 187 to 194 "
" og " = n L] n 178 to 186 "
"y " & " w " 195 to 204 "
n g " . " n " 205 to 212 "
"7 " w n " " 213 to 220 "
n g " - n n " 221 to 228 "
ng " & " " " 312 to 319
"10 " - " LU ”n 240 t,_: 249 "

And now t,"press on" with the Nelson Lee titles, lst New
Series. 61,St.Frenk's in the Congu; 62,The Congo Quests
63,In the Cemnnibrls' Grip; 64,The Slover of Kelelr: 67, The
Schoolbcy Exiles; 68,The Feud of the Fourth; 69,The Foes of
St.Frenk's; 70,The Seceret Sceietics of St.FPrenk's; T1,Drummed
out f St.Frenk's; 72,The Rescal of the Remove; 73,The Spoofers|
of St.Frrnk'sy 74,4 Renk Outsider; 75,Strggering the Schicols
76 ,The Stricken Sehoolbeys 77,The Doomed Schoolboys T8, The
iirecle of Study D; 79,Hmdforth's Triumph; 80,armistice Dry
ct St.Fronk's,
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Con”ucte? by Herbert Leckenby

The news of the probebility of the publishing of "Frenk
Richerds! Lutobicgrephy" sems tc have set you ell sgug. As
most of you kmow, the master wrote it quite # long time ogo,
and thet it hes been hel? up for verious reesscns, peper
shortage and 85 en. I hed the privilege of sceing scme of
the chapters in menuscript .nce. They concerned the births
of the Gem end Megnet, ond what fullowed. I can sssure you
they made ebsorbing resding.

One often seces bicgrephies end sutobiczrephies concerning
scme nonentity end wonders why the dickens they were written
end who reeds them. I've ncticed some in & Public Librrry w
which herdly ever lesve the shelves. I'd 1like t: bet thet
won't be the cose with Frenk Richerd's.

I understend thet unless s mething unfcreseen cccurs it
shculd be reedy in the sutumn.

Thenks to thet gcod pely Jim Shepherd, I em rble to
browse cver £ number of early Lifgnets ond Gems, #nd apert from
the stories, I find much to interest end smuse me, in those
which contein "Replies in Brief" in the days when H, i. Hinton
was editor.

F.r instence, in Gem No.369 he seys in reply to Meurice
.cd (Croydon).

"The Gem hes been in circuletion since the beginning

«f 1908."
erch 1907, surely?

Then in the seme number I wes vury very much interested
t. note this:

13 Little Reeder™ (Brighton). Buth St. Jims =nd Grey-

frisrs ore the inventi.n of ifr. Richards."

Oh, whrt & slip! I never knew thet ever eppesred, and
K. .. Hintcn wes the fellcw whe years leter told, ch so vividl
end with such weelth of deteil how he met for the first time
the three, ifertin Clifford, Frenk Richards snd Owen Ccnquest.

igain, scme number, in reply tc H. Broth (Freshfield):

"There are thirty-three boys in the Greyfriers first Form
First Firm? It never existed, surely? .

pict
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Then in Megmet 377, in enswer to o ¥ rthempten reacer, he
explains:
ngt ckbr king is ¢ risky geme, snd while some men sre lucky
at it, there ere meny feilures. Businuss people were, of
course, only comperstively poor. I hope this explengtion
will setisfy you."
T wonder if it did. But why the pest tense? Reeds as if
Billy wes en crphen.
In the seme number E.7. (Bristol) gets this snswer:
"leny themks for pointing out error. The euthor of the
gtory referred to wes stranded in Switzerlend when the
wer broke out, end I wes congequently compelled tc publish
twe sat.ries out of their order."
Tut wes it Switzerland? I don't think sc.
Finally he here sgein mentions the First Form, seying it
hed no cepteint
411 this goes to give the impression I think that
H. 4. Hinton wes not very well ecquainied with the st ries he
edited, .r wes inclined t. be cereless, or meybe he thought
thet eny old esnswer would do fir youthful readers, never dream-
ing that yeers sheed the stories would have become historic.

Here's ¢ Leugh. Ovening his meil cne morning recently,
joviel BE111 Mertin ceme scross this gem. He dces nct sey whet
he tocld the writer to do with his megnets.

"Deer Sir,
i4s I wes lcoking throuzh my weekly 'Exchenge & lMert!
I sew the sdvert .f wented megnets, enmy poricd. Top
nrice peid.
so I cnelose three dynemo megnets .f which I hope
will be scme use to you.
Teiting your return,
L. E. B."
1'11 kesp secret the name of the men who opparently hes
never heerd of Billy Bunter.

In ccntrest to the foregoing here's 2 lotter from 2 wellq
known member of the circle, which reises £ very interesting
print. It's scmething which hes nften struck me. "Tom Merry"|
weuld never heve fitted the ceptein of the Greyfriers Remove,.
whe et times could be very moody, fur instence, end Bob Cherry|
end Frenk ugent in reverse would hove seemed #11 wrong.
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heein, Herry lenncrs wes just right for the quiet member of
the Terrible Three.

Deer Herbert Leckenby,

Running throush some recent C.D.s I've been struck - not
for the first time - with Charles Hemilton's remsrkeble fecility
in coining names fur his cherecters which fit them perfectly.
There is nothing ertificiel in them, yet I believe thet given
& 1ist of nemes someone who hed never seen & GEM or MAGNET
(if such an individusl existsl) could unerringly severste the
‘blecks' from the 'whites' — end have @ high percentege of
successea in the 'greys'.

I know from experience thet the neming of cherscters is
not eesy — @ women editor, meldng my Derek into Doneld,informed
me indulgently that Derek wes never the hero; he wos the weak-
willed brother for whom the heroine wes willing to marry the
rich, old suitor! - sc I'm intrigued to know how the Mester
dia it. Did he, like Dickens, scribble neme efter name until
he got one exsctly right, or were they e11 flashes of inspire—
tion? Perheps he will tell us.

And, 88 @ secondery thought, whet dces the brotherhood tkim
think the most successful coinsge - lesving out the nationsl
end Tegionsl ones. My vote goes to the triple gem of Skinnery
Sncop, end Stott with Bolsover and Bob Cherry fighting for &
plece.

Sincerely,
JVBSH."

THE PICK OF THE SERIES. Nc. 3.

By Eric Fryne
The SHMEDLEY scries. (Opening story in liegnet No.1360, pub-
1ished Merch 10th,1934. 13 stories).

The plot of this interesting series, which hed Vernon-
smith for ite centrel character, covered & good deal of ground
Opening in the Spring Term, it sweot, in the Esster holideys,
t¢ France and then to Wherton Lodge, before the finsl scene
was pleyed out at Greyfrisrs to the eccompenying sounds of
cricket bat and bell. Mr. Vernon-Smith threstened to discwn
his son in fevour of & cousin, one Luckius Tezgers. The lattel
come to Greyfriars under the elies of & form-mester, Mr.Smedley
end worked herd in his endesvours to get Smithy disgreced.




1t wes altczelher & vevy setisrying series, #ni, npart from
meny of the elovs sijuwilicns, it conteined severel very
originel twists. The two sturies steged ot Wherton Lodge
were exceptionslly cleverly written, snd 2 finc cricket ysrn
in the series wes @ superb piece cf wcrk.

Over five yesrs later the plot wes used sgein, - lock,
stock, end berrel, - in the very lsst scries which the Gem evex
published. The SILVERSON series in the Gem sterted in No.1647
end ren until the closing of the papr with No.1663, - 17
stories in #11. In spite of the similerity, it wes inferior
to the Smedley series. For one thing it was too longy for
encther, the plot repested itself time ond time sgeing thirdly
the motive of the villein of the piece was nothin: like so
strong es in the cese cf Smedley who wes efter the Vernon-SmitH
millions.

The Silverson series wes, however, outstanding in heving
Tom lMerry @s the cenyrel cherescter. Tom wes much neglected
in much cf the histcry of St.Jim's. It wes remerksble, too,
in showing enother side of Tom Merry's cherascter, end in show-
ing e marked development in the cheracter of Menners. Hed the
Gem continued, I fecl sure thet Menners would have become one
of the most intceresting personslities. The Smedley series
elso brings to mind the DA COSTA series in the Megnet. In
this cese, ¢ led ceme to Greyfriers to disgrece Herry Therton.
In both the Smedley series snd the Da Coste series, we reed of
the device of plecing the stolen money in s letter from e
relative meking it eppesr like s gift from the seid reletive.
A well-worn stock situation, but elweys sn interesting one.
The De Coste series will come under review egein vhen we turn
the sputlight on scme of the very fine cricket stcries which
zpperred in the Mesmet.

Megnet Titles (Contd.)

Ne.501, Judge Jeffries; 502,Getting out of hend; 503, The
Great Inquisiticn; 504, The Darring-Out et Greyfriers;

505, Victory; 506 (S) Rivels of the Chese; 507, Ponscnby's
Pel; 508, Coker the Rebel; 509 (S} .+ Gentlemsn Renkers;

510, An 01d Boy et Greyfriers; 511, The Seving of the Scunders
512 (S) The Missing Skipper; 513 (S) The Greyfriers Xmes Perty
514 (S) Fer frcm the Lest; 515, Flep's Brother; 516, L oking
efter Inky; 517, In inother's Pleces 518, Claverinz of the
Remove; 519,The "hip Hend; 520 (S- A ¥ory Gellent Gentlomen.
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Annuel Generel HMeeting ¢f the London secotion of the
01d Boys' Book Club. TWood Green. Jemuary 21st,1951.

The third Annual Generel Meeting of the club wes & very
heppy end conviviel affsir. Chsirmen Len opened the proceed-
ings in his ususl good style and the minutes of the lest A.G.M.
were reed and commented un. The tressurer's report and state-
ment of acccunts for the yeer 1950 were read and sccepted.
These shew en income from subscriptions and bank interest of
£42-11- 0%. The totel expenditure fcr the year wes £28- B- 4,
thus giving. en excess of income over expenditure of £14- 3- 84.
fudited an! found correct by the Hon. Auditor C. Wright, to
whom the thenks of the club sre extended. The cheirmen then
gove his sldress end then followed the election of officers.

On ¢ motion proposed by R. Jenkins snd seconded by J. Geel the
retiring officers were re-elected en bloc end sfter suitsble
thenks hed been given the secretsry read o very lengthy corres-|
pondence. The last letter wes ome to Bob Whiter from Frenmk
Richards end the letest photograph of our worthy president
pleying chess with his cat was shewn round snd orders tsken for
copies.

It was egreed that Bill Gender be elected e vice-president
of the club in view of his good work on Lehalf of the hobby.
The cheirmen is eweiting o reply from Edwy Searles Brooks as
tc whether he is willing to become s vice-president.

The next Bunter b ok is supposed to bepublisheé Im April,
s¢ the enjoyeble tesk of dreswing for postel members' nemes to
receive # copy of this book resulted in Peter Cushing, H.Spence
J.Bolend, end S.Godfrey beins successful. These will receive
their copies as scon #8 the book is published end the members

|who heve won c.ples of the Mendeville buoks sre ssked for their|

kind indulgence es they ere behind schedule.

i resding by Bcb Whiter of the Frenk Richsrd story "Bunten
Bresks Through" in "The Comet" 128 (New Series) wes grestly
apprecicted and enjoyed .

Twenty Questions with Den TThiter ss question mester end
Len Pockmen, Ien Whitmore, Tony Dlunden end J. Hurrell es the
toem wes rlsc greetly enjoyed. The team guessed #11 the nine
questions, e very crediteble effort.

The first championship quiz of the year wes won by Len,




54=

last yeer's chempion, with the runner up finishing second.
Len smessed 31 points, Bob Thiter 27 prints, Ron Crollie 20
points, end Roger Jenkins 16 pcints. A certcon quiaz, Arewn
by Bob Yihiter end consisting of five cerds was sclved by
plmost a1l who sttempted it.

Lttendence. ILen & Josie Peckmsn, T.Blunden, Ien '/hitmore}
R.Godsave, R.Crollie, V,Hurrell, ..lewson, C.Tellis,.i.Stewert,
R.Jenkins, J.Gesl, R.Knicht, F.& "/.Keeling, T.R. & B.Thiter.
List of subscrib: members: A.3lunden,E.Blicht (P),R.3rcwn,
T.Drenton (P), M.Bond (P), J.Bolend (P), R.Bemmett (P),

R & L.Blythe, T.Concennon (P), E.Cox (P), R.Crollie, "T.Colcombe
P), R & M.Descon, J.Dow jun. EI’}, E.B.Flinders (P), G.Fuller
ipg, Eric Feyne (P), W.H.Fenn (P) , H.Flatmen, J.Gerl,
s.Guafrey (P), .Gicdheed (P), R.Godseve, F.Green EP;, H.Homex,
E.Hubberd (P), J.Hurrell, R.H.oton (P), R.Herlcck (P),
R.Jenkins, R.Jcnes (P), M.Jacobs (P), F & ~.Keeling, R.Knicht
(?), E.Lendy (P), H.Leckenby (P), 7.Lewson, T.Lerge (P),
R.Iong (P), R.Mcrtimer (P), R.Methews (P), R.Nicholls (P),
v.orr (P), S.Orme (P), L & J.Peckmen, V.Poce (P), D.Prime,
H.price (P), P.P drc, A.Prior, G.Pretherce (P), D.Reeder (P),
J.Robyns (P), Frenk Richards, L.Richerdson (P). A.J.Southwey
(P), T.Stxype (P), P.Sutherlani (P), H.Spencer (P), J.Smith (F),
R.Scuthweod, L.Stewert, C. Vennimere (P), C. & O.7right,
ESillett (P), I.hitmore, 7.3.& R.hiter, J.Jined (P),
E.7indover (P), W.Well (p). C.Wellis, J.Uslsh (P), A.Young,
E.Reynolds. J.Perrett.
(P) siznifies postrl member. o
BENJ.JION G, VHITER.

THE SUNDERLAND EXHIDITION

Interest in the ¢ld pepers, up In the cold north, certain
1y has not wenmed, judzing by the steady stresm of pecple |
passing elon; the gless ceses conteining sixty of the old
favourites. e, (Mr. Stirey of Jesmond, Mr. J. Smith of
Benwell, end yours truly, Jeck Cook) have just arrived in
Sunderlend.

The dey is Seturdey; gl.oomy end demp, though we three
enthusissts ere happy enough in the pursuit of our Hobby, and
e2s we pess up the stone stevs leading to the Upper Gallery
which houses the collection of old boys' books, the nroperty
of our good friend, Mr. H.Leckenby, we wonler what old fevour-
its will greet us.
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isht  Here we ere — rnd hure befcre tur eyes sre the books
.nd prpers of yester-yser — "The Bullseye" in its femilier blug
jocket, "The Surprise"”, nJrck Herkswey", "Dick Turpin", ond
whet is this lerge, white peper — why, yes - "Doys' Best Story
peper" for 1911 price 1d. A4 school story tco.

tie move on, enthralled. A smell white peper tekes our
eyes — it is No.l of the "Greyfriers Hersld" dated Nov.20th,
1915. A "Megnet". £ "Gem" and o lone "Nelson Lee" sre dis-—
played, but somehow they secem lcst emong the swerm of other
old fevourites.

.n eerly "Union Jeck" grips us. Details of Tilake end en
ecrly exploit ore before us. 0ld comics toc ere there -
"Cumic Cuts", "Chips" - just s they used to be in their lrrge
ccloured covers.

A "Boys" Friend" Dumper Nc. confronts us and we sigh.
pir.Storey smiles — he cen afford to with eicht volumes of the
0ld peper in his growing collection - yes, No.l tool

"Roye of Englend" snd sume of the very eerly bluods flort
befire us. Befere our time, though nct without interest.
wyoung Britein" ccmes slong, end more recent papers - "Scoops"
thet science fiction meg with e picture of 2 gigentic space
ship plunging to earth, obviocusly from Venus — we gosp o littld
ss we remember recent films, Rocket Ship XM, end Destination
Wcon.

The old femilier colours, the pinks, the yellows, the
blues, the feded greys, they sre all there, end the whole blend
intc one sotisfying tepestry, rs if the Almighty suthor hod
plenned this dim dey long ego. A day of memories, tinged
perheps with o little re ret — perhrps we envisa e the nerfect
exhibition of the future; en exhibition comprising hundreds
of the old pepers. Porheps there could be a2 kdnd of Suner
convention of Story Peper Ccllectors (/ell cheps, there's the
mucleus of the LIG IDEA).

cen we (by we, I meen 21l of us). Cen we talk this cver
Obstacles to be met — end overcome. Think it over, end
send your view tu cur woerthy Ed.

JABK COOK.

"fANTED: Cocllectors' Digest .nnuals, 1947, 48, 49, =nd menthly
numbers 1 — 48. Bill Mertin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridsge Perk,
London, H.W. 10.

WANTED URGENTLY: Gems Nc's 819 end 946. Josephine Pockmen,
27 Archdele Rosd, Eest Dulwich, L ndon, S.E.22.
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Don't forget your Voting Forms for Compctition
and Annual!

SCHOOLBOYS' QWNS FOR SATE: Greyfriars No.1l5; St.
Jims Nos.180, 186, 200, 208, 224, 240, 350, 359,
401. Condition - fair to good. Price 17s.6d the
lot. Roger Jenkins, "Strathmore", Town Hall Road,
Havant, Hants.

Lt'zttet B oxX.

Mcre Kudcs for Our Hobby!

City znd County ¢f Newcastle-unon Tyne
Public Libreries

24th Jenusry, 1951.
Desr Mr. Leckenby,

72 are interested in your ccllection of boys' magezines
now on exhibition in the Sunderlend Art Gsllery, snd wculd
be pleased tu show such sn exhibition in the Centrasl Librery,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, for twc weeks.

T/ould it be possible to have the collection tremsferred
direct from Sunierlend to this Library after Janusry 27th,
the closing dete ¢f the Sunderlend exhibition? If such sn
srrongement c uld be mede, I cen essure you that every crre
would be teken of the exhibits.

Your cu-onerrtion would be very much sppreciated.

Yours faithfully,
E. sumstin Binton,
City Librerisn.

48 from: Yulden Farm,

Heathfield,
LOOKING AHEAD: Sussex.
12/1/51.

Deer #r. Editor,

Twe weeks vn my back in hospitel fcllowinz sn operation
fur hernis doubtless ceused by the SpuSArscmal result in
December. heve granted me the leisure tc rerd an! enjoy the
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best "innuel" yet. Congratulaticnsl

New of ccurse my mind looks sheed to the next cne.

You will remember our lest meeting et Hove when I told
you I hed in mind e momogréeph on Roxsne Herfield. I cen see
your very direct lock as you replied, "ihy not Yvonne Cartier?"

Well, Herbert, I cennct write of that which I heve mnot
reed, sc I heve been trying every evenue lmown to me for the
scquisition of the old Yvonne stories, but with very little
success.

Titles end numbers heve I fcund, but of copies very few.
My earliest is 540 but before thet I have traced 529, 509,
498, 492, 488 =nd 485 which T heve some resson to believe is
the Number One. In ell the 5.B.L's of all series I cen only
trace First Series 385 as festuring the incompareble Yvonne,
but I mey be well wide of the mark in this cese.

Now t. the peint of my letter.

If eny fellow collectors heve ccpies of eny of the very
eerly Yvonne stories sand would lend them to me for e month or
8o to resd end help me in the work, T would very much like tc
sttempt this monogreph as ¢ feeture for the next Annmuel —
plweys provided of course that you still went me to do it.

I will gledly defrsy the cocst of registered postage both weys
and rlthough I may keep the books for from one to three monthd,
they will be hendled with the greatest of loving cere.
I em, Mr. Editor,
Very sincerely Yours,
HARRY HOMER.
(of course we went it, Herry!)

For the .ttention of Dleke Fans

Deer Editour,

benef 2 hos celdne occurnte dete
perhepe the enclosed pdditionel informetion, and two emen E
concerning 1923 "U, Jeck" titles, to be found in Jenuery 1951

mey be published.

who

LEON.RD PACKMIN.

1004. The Pelece of Hystery (Three iusketeers) G. H. Teed
1005. The Cose of the Btolen Locomotives. H. 6. Hill
1007. The Temple of the Blind. (The owl) for Symonds
reed 4. MuxrTay
1009. The Cese of the Bemboo Rods (Humble Bogge) . Murrey




se

1010. The Secret of the lne. (The owl) for Symonds
rerd A, Murrny
1012. The Cese of the Petrcl Turbine G. Chester
1013. On Secret Service (Zenith) A. Skene
1017. The Cose of the Indirn Fakir (Rymer) G. H. Teed
1019. The Velley cf Flies (Adrien Steele) A. Murrey

1020. The Mystery of the Moving M-untein

(Plummer end Rymer) G. H. Teed
1022. The Cese of the Crimson Curtein

(Kestrel ond Zenith) .. Skene
1030. The Case of the Professionsl Tennis Pleyer

(Hon. J. Lewless) A, Murrey
1039. The Gorgoyle's Secret (The Owl end Kerr) 4. Murrsy
1042. The Cese of the Crippled lMonk

(Three Musketcers) G. H. Teed

1043. The Cese of the Golden Pebble G. H. Teed
1049. The Streits of Mystery (Plummer) G. H. Teed
1055. The Scarsb of .ment-iba. (Ribert) L. Jockson,

(48 Blekienn hod been prepered it wes
thought best to insert here rether then
hold over until next month.— H.L.)

Em===s==s=coa

Ronsld Hunter 77ill Be Listeninz

hose Lewn, Kin sgerte-cn-See,
January 12th, 1951. Broedstoirs, Kent.
Deer Herbert Leckenby,

Lnother Address wanted! Perhaps you mey romember my
redio play, "Plus ge Chenge", which was on the sir in October
1945. This is ncw being tremsleted into Portuguese for trang-
mission on the Letin-Americen Scrvice to Brezil, drtes Merch

6/7-ebd-8/9, It ed-b¢—me—thet curfrient et Ric mizght
like to listen in, if we let him kmow: ond if he did, I should
certeinly like to heer from him how the play ceme through, Buf
p1l I remember of his address is thetit is in the ivenide Rio
Brenz., Rio de Jeneirc. Con you help?
"ith kind regzsrds,
Always yours sincerely,
FR .NK RICHARDS.

Erzszssz=me
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Billy Dunter 1899 — ?
Jenuery 19th, 1951.

Leer Herbert Leckenby,

Jeny thenks for the C,D. — ever welcome and ever attrec-
tive. Letely I heve been looking over some of the 0ld numberg,
end T must sey that the C.D., like winc, improves with ege.
Mooy thenks for sending me the Ric eddress. If ocur friend
punter does listen in, it will be very interesting to hear frch
him how my plsy ccmes through in Portugucse. I shell try to
get it myself. but there sre o lot of snags in the short weve

T em very interested in ikir. welker's srticle on cur fet
0lé friend the Owl. I sue that he hes noted thet 7.G.5. wes
kent e sood deel in the beckzrcund in the cerly deys. I heve
referred t this in one cheoter in my ‘utobicgrephy. It wrs
duc to the inorediceble diffidence which is cheracteristic of
the suthor, — the resscn being thet when Bunter wes first
evolved, cs long 6.0 es 1899, he wes turned domn by the pub-
lisher to whom he wes them offsred, which discoureged Frenk
jioherds, cnd omuscd hip, 0 £51067e, e O Sinfa he WA 0
come to 1ife, et lest, in the iegnet. It is quite curious
thet best-ssllers generelly ere turned down by publishers ot
first: o circumstrnce thrt cught to be very encoursging to
young writers I remember when I was & boy o novel celled
myy. Bernes of New York", which wes turned down everywhere:

T heve even heerd thet et lest the euthor wes driven to pubs?

lishing it ot his own expense. und immedietely it eppsered,

it beceme £ best-seller, snd gold by unnumbered thousends #ll

over the world. Nevertheless, when e publisher locks solemn
sné shekes his hced, it does heve ¢ discoursging effect, thoudl
it ought not to heve: hence poor old Bunter's long eclipse
rné modest beginnings.

L very icod number, my deer bey: and it hes given me
¢ very pleesent hour eccompenied by #n srmehair end e pipe.
Jith kindest regerds,

Alweys yours sincerely,
FRANK RICH:RDS -
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Ad<iress all comunications to d.l..2ond,10,_ rv :
S.ordiff. Gontributions to the section type ritton if
possible. “'e rezret thnt oving to the naner situation e
nave had *o ewt down the mmber of sages allotted and have
therefore had to temzorarily do y

A il e e R ol bt el T
B 0 n5 once azein sont along revicws of the
lrtest (at time of Hrimbing) issues of the 5.7.L. wund heras
are his opinions of the to volumes,

Lor i:0T.5" by ridck Jordine. There ia
action here, bt much of it resembled a crovd of
neonle in dismuise rumiing ot top speed cround lismton Co wt
I-'DF.ZEIO llovever, ve fi 11y discover -hich is Sexton Binke
and ~ho l-jor fuh 2irling of the ! Zgeret! (Jjoke) service
really is, Yo help the pursuers the villain keeps riting
clues on scrans of “aner and loaving them about, PO Y
'Kymareh', Dage 44, 'Grazeby 3307, pege 33, A wery snoitin
gesture, I thourht, Jleke has rarely bocn so inept, but ry
pet aversion 'ms Serpecort Pinn, Then he siid "Cor stone
the erovrs", for the 50th time I shriocked aloud,.

I'o. 229 'The iystory Of The Nio Star” by “alter ‘vrer.
d trle vhich has ovorything, Good ehnr—
seterizotion, +t and humour, cntirsly convineing locala,
and a norfectly crodible plot. Sexton Zlike is superb,

¥ ond m- sborly in action, Yos, this outhor is the
soney. I still remember -ith ple: -ure his
Tootball/mystory roen OIG OF DLV, (0. 202).
Mot I lilke estecially abott rer's work is his lit<le bitg
of quict huwmour; wuch as this: F3ae closed the door on
thoso mystorious callers cnd left them stonding outside, a0
that thoy 2i7id not be tauntod to stoal the brronetor froa
the *m2l, o the flover nrintod scetion of draimmipe vhich
sorved as nn umdrolla stand. Horover, %o lo*;scn'_:_gz
offonce sho closnd the docr vory quictly . -
"het final sentonce to mo is delicious. Do Toud this talo,
You +ill enjoy it.

ZERALD ALLT 30il.

&
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admirer of Jioneo,
qy of his adveaturos ko
j:l.-_c" B b B =t ris bockground, and ln:iv.sxl;)::r:;';;

19_ iscllo Lvlﬂn, 51y the most cngapging -omen in all

o lorc, is ~ Porisicnnc. It is not surprising, thon,
-f: mt. he has olso =iven us onc of his most true to life sub-
sidiory choroctors, a tynical Irenchman. I moony of course
SJortrand Chorone  los- Churon, Gommissaire de Polieo of tho
=-pig surcbo, conld have beon built up imto = major churnctgl
such, “o c:ﬂlld have bocome = bit of a bore, dth his
Nis habit of deflecting the main Hlot
cly then, I think, he tms kept in the
round, :nd his oceasional, al'nys surprising catry g
toueh of souce to the story's meat oxd sorves also

chose o F'f'cnch non

as c31.1_c rolicfe Thero is nuch of Zhoron that is remini o

c:omt of Horeulc noirot. i ic not o sugrest that Pierrg

wauroule in ny tny conics the omincnd Jolgian. lloy Charon
o more notwrel choracter thon Poirot. ny rotund litile

man— sunve, v.ry discrect, very globular, and 'ith

a hord o5 bold as o Hilliard bo 11. In foct onc might nave

nressed dovm hig -1d head, double p his sturdy logs,

oldod his robust arms—-and then lhave slaycd ping-pong “ith
i One ave w‘m-—nrovmud Jortrond Charon had no
the ons ho sttempted such on
uired more courage than
<. one of thc most skil~

Jor S

fuJ. nzents of the P r nA o octoctive of intor—
notionnl roputo. St ~hotover ols - miprt havo rosaabled
heo ¢ 11y did net lock in the least lilka tho dobectivo
of fictione Lo, wou vould hove b Jeem him for a littlo

CTOCCT e w his topored, criistic honds dz_d;mnul shaod him
on closor scrutiny, os did ether thingse There 1me a
kcermens cbout the cyos in the Amo st c.'uldl shly innocont
frco==t -k over the operctions of a svift broine
There 'ms the tonucity "i'th b e.izod unon sn aspcct
of = crge nnd worricd it o o concluszions Zut Chorony
astutc s he ms, hed o:[‘tcm to mive bost to Soxton Dlako,
.hom he regorded sonstimes as o fricnd hut mostly os o
arofe suionol onomys I -ould soy thot Ch oron hadn't tho

Fe
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truc +amporamertt to be o rool i‘riond_, in the mamer of sa/,
Inspoctor Coutts or Splash Pnge. Ilo was too scerotive,
inserutchle, aloofs fiis professional ilcaiousyh was so acTte
. workiy ; caso as Jlake, he tould ac:c
g};ﬂhc’;lphgg 'f':;:nl:g. coglg?ﬁ?:tlf cluc from the Zoker stroct 24
. Mlg, nol I connot avail mysclf of the loan of your
vrains, my good friond. A1l my profecssional pride robels
ageinst cuch a propesale I prefor to taockle this thing
ay own "ny, cnd you chould tackle it in yours® (sco "Thg
~1lcck Limousino® 5.2.L. 2nd scries o reprimted in tho
gsone serics in lioe 540). As Dlake wont on to quotc clucs,
Cheron put‘his fingors in his oors and fled from the roomi
But Choaron s idec of indcpendoneo is to follotw Blake cround
seerotively and spy on his vorks He is alvays meving lilc
e chost bchind the story and »ophing up in the mogt uncxp set-|
od places {ic once masqueraded s a corpscl) to try and
discover Blake's line of cnquiry. thom oll tho timce Blokao
—owld have tcld him fro:lyt  It's a troit thot not un-

neturlly oys Jlakos And -hen Dloke succcuds, Choron
oxplodost rblcul Then you hove beaten uol 30 I on no

longer roquirods T 111 rotiro, rosign from my profcssion

-nd go cn »loxt notatocol™  In thet choractiristic remark,

he icn from the Surcto just about sums hinsolf up.

(Tou con moct Bertrand Charen to his best advontago in "The

Jlack Linousine"; "The Lthionicn's Scerot, SeB.L. 2nd sorics
1ae 45; and tho “rstery Of io. 13 Cavershan Squarc', S.3.L.
ond scrics iloe 569)e

TilE ZDe
e e e A T e T e T T T T E T AT T T AT T T e T e e e e e e
Ti ROULD TANL. ) ilaiia BOITD,

T thought I ni
Rex Dolwhins bril 2 It niik
ob—be—oo—cagy S9-do mein futurs though, fer the wery wery
wifortuncto sitwii-n -hiich hac erisen in the paper trade
ig going to malkic it very difficuit for us.  Jricnd sierbery
has ooked ne to cub dovm do 5 3nges ond T have to try and
1rise uoe of cvory oveilable inch from now on, and aftcr all
it is nost imvortamt to get crticles in first.  lowcver,
oo giell Do adle to have o chet togctlior occasiomnlly, and
in any ensc there is olvoys the post to nko uso ofs I oly
hono thrt Sloke will survive the coning onsloughtl

wrds in after

HelieBa
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1 cxpaditicn
ty sct olf in a =
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ird not rovoal tho

th.re
rlro‘;:md. B
.8 zlroady
Bocorn knockod unean;
to 1d hinself odhod ashorcs 21
£ ot thet folls dng irr dintcly ups rceseue of dronk,
o fished little Gh et of r, aiu plan being
0 lcod Desnd b3 myoe - 131z plot 20d succordede  Ilo
the v of & fisghcrman ond liis
A littlc lotor, -hien nk voiced
; Lotk Lor hids loyst drotior; Raoxl
ut it tas 201 endy —ho rob-
1 told o eccte=stropihde t4lo of having
the scl bolotr.
tido turncd =%

sigm of the body
ol dueslio

% Soxton

srehors roturn d ot
;-r; Had 4k 5

yonigse k-

b chrrd

's cottaze to ja.m 11»1:1&_ Chzrlice
ALy ea #tood Sufore Tl wwd tho
b, iorey tas struek by o nysterisus

3 ill cnd devoted nursing,

hin ‘f’.; the fi
Anoroatly o

Svorton cstotosa
jllncss, cnd, 4
f‘;'t g dwlly -

1 he =
fo Blckoy n IAT wvod, i vhen Loy £011 ill, tho
detretive ~u A e hed buon peisonad and ~duing otord
od o dr ug ;b is 0ld scho:l chim into o ertoleptie

. soth-like th ot o doctor in ritund—

ctumor,

sMgc 2nl ad ~né oroncwaed 1ife exsinets
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Onc nirit, und.r th clock of darkncss, orry s 1iftud
st of his eoffin o a powrful amtidote aduinistercd to
nip, - oaiel ouwt hin -well on the rond to rucevery. In accords|
smec ~ith Slake's Ingtr ctionsy vax offigius of ilaawy's
hoed cnd shoulders ~nd hands had alroady beon nades  Thoso
cpro oub imts the coffin, and a littl. loter, foom o 2laco
of congalicits closo by, llorry taen had the unique cxporicacd
of Atncesing his om funoral, as the cdffin -ns pluccd in
we Uyorton veult.  scotingly the last of the dircet line
in tho Jvorten susesusion had now buin gucnt ¥ and ol
son of torald Gvorton, v s nastur of fhe Lverton estates. I
~ng - aen the lottor docidod to toke novsession i
roecived the shoek of his ori dmud 1ife, for Scxton Z1aY
in %1 mammer of a conjuror produeing robbits fron a het,
srousitt before him, in ronid succession, the thres drothirs,
211 umiorned od in the beot of healthe P's on audionce
struclk durb h nmingled mazonent and rcliof, Dloke de~=
nouneed 1 wderer o8 an Limostor, those ronl noric tni
shib Dol Jimaid, the offanring of an outenst lindu -.cinn, and
ono=tins servort of tho lato Gorald Lvertons T

lost his life -%on on a shosting exncdition,

el id o illzd hdin. Then fercld Lwvertom dico
gt i iclmeoss,; sinilar to that sufferod by H-
s o 3ot zrod by the so tt, -ho thea to:5k on

id: nt ity oftcr having robhed his dond naster o
of all his napors ard oficetse A four-fold
ivtcabion the roseally Indicn wos an cetucl 5
lon st onc instancos  Turning unon 3ib Dl linid Rlake
denounced him as the murderer of squire Lveitonm, and sroe
duecd the shotsgrroh he 103k off thy depd mon's “vos ns
pro-f of his aecumitions Sceing + the gac g up, tho
Tadi-n esafrrsod tris pullt; drossed & §iring on o large sigmch
ring e wore &0d thrust bis tongue-tip into the minll eovity
dincloscde It conbrined a dondly »sison, ond alvost irme
cdirtely the oooassin foll »rone to tho ground, A for
nimbes lotor he -ns dead ~nd the Lvertsn £niily hed beon
revengeds  ith

ith the eloging of this case, onc of the fou
ro-lly out~tanding cdvortwos of Dlale in thoe Vietoricn ora,
T pust oot the spotlisht on the nove arping and como back
oneeo riero to the authors ond oditors vho helpod ricke hin tho
fopus fipuro in fietion he hed beeome.  TO I, @ IWLIULD,




