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FR.M THE EDITOR'S CEAIR

A Subject for Discussion. Thiv is & 52-pegc issue sgein
despite my werning thet we simply must be satisfied with 28,
Let me explein, 4 few weeks rgo I ruceived two lengthy
cebles from klr. Wheelor Dryden of Hollywood in conncetion with
our "c Went o Neme" compotition. Followed sm srtiele (in
dvplicate) by eir-meil, and » long intcrosting letter.  Now
it wes pleinly evident from the erticle - end tho letter —
thet ir. Dryden follows our sctivities with considersble
interest, end loocks upon them pg being of no littlc importrnce
He ked gone to en wnormous smount of troublc in prepering his
rrticle; he hed oven zot the loan of the seme type es thet
on which the C.D. is usurlly done. Rerding it »1l T grertly
admired his sincerity end cnthusirsm, but se he urged me to
publish exsctly s he hed propered it I wos in rether o
dilemmr in view of the critierl prper siturtion, rnd the fret
thet his rrticle ren to eight poges. However, rs Mr.Dryden
generously offered to pey for rny extre cost, rnd es I wrs
oble to scout round end pick up rn extre roem or twe. I wes
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zble to solve the problem by edding four peges.
Now Mr. Dryden does provide much food for thought, even
though we mey not find his suggestions practicel., In mny
event it is nice to think that someonc so far swey from his
homeland follows our doings with so much friendly intercst.
I propose to go more fully into his suggestions in the
next issue; meenwhile, I shell be glad to heve your views.

++ 4+ +

Advence fhustrelis. A8 will be seen from Race Mathews!'
letter in the correspondemée columns. rerl progress is being
made "down under". We heve some reel enthusisstic cousins
out there. They sre hondicapped by distrnce, of course, as
they ere scettered over most of the strtes, but » good desl .
cen be done by post. A

I cen picture Jim Southwsy looking on with envious eye,
but he is not quite slone in South Afriea.

T+

For Your Note—Books. Mr. A. J. Cruse, of Bristol, has
written r book cntitled "Hobby Horse to Ride", which is now in
the publisher's hands. of particular interest is o chapter
of about 5000 words, illustreted, on our own hobby, including
gomething rbout our sctivities. Over » score of hobbies fre
denlt with, smong them cigerette cerds, medrls, roilwey tickets),
ond sutographs. More deteils leter.

++ + +

In the News. Brian Honeysett, St.innes-on-See, hed ¢ nice
little write-up in hislocel newspeper recently. He is going
to heve en exhibition of books in connection with their
Festivel of Britrin cclebretions. A go-sheed young fellow,
Brian.

Bob Blythe, too, has had p fine half-column in the
#lowestoft Journrl", There wes sn emusing circumstence in
comnection with this. "Rover", the colummist who interviewed
Bob, told him thet his nsme wes Cherry, and thet as & conse—
guence he had Ween nick-nsmed Bob!  Neturelly! :

+ 4 + +

Thet One—cnd-Sixpence. I needn't heve worried, for
immedistely following meiling of lost month's issue lotters
begen to flow in rssuring me of support no metter what the
price. - They were indeed very cheering to Terd. At the
moment of writing it is 100 per cent agreement. So the other

helf of the loed hos been lifted from the mind of
Yours sincerely, HERBERT LICKFNBY.

L]
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LETTER BOX (Conmtd. from Poge 118

Victoris, Austrelis;
Developmente "Dosn Under” 22.2.51.
Deer Editor,

Greetings from the .ustrelisn Branch of the 0.B.B.4
I om heppy to sey thet sufficient support has been gethered
together to make the formetion of the club possible end thet
Gordon Kirby ¢nd mysclf ore doing 1l we can to work out
detnils. Now for some frcts. The c¢lub will probebly be morg
of a postal type then o closely-knit orgenisetion with regular|
monthly meetings, like the ¥n~lish clubs. This is necessery
becsuse of the memmer in shich collectors sre scattered over
Lustrclksike 6 are in S..., 3 in N.S.7., 1 in N.Z., B in Vic.
etc. Anyhow. we nlan to set up some kind of central committep
in Victorie to handlc queries, exchenges, perhaps & library,
snd other services for the various collectors all over the
continent. Incidentelly, if you could mene:ve an article in
C.D. it wauld be helpful. Also any suggestions would be
gratefully received.

Yours sincerely,

RALIY ROUND! R.LLLY LOUND: “/anted, any Union Jacks
for the yeer 1 . our pricc peid. .ny help
greetly gppreciated. Leonard end Josephine Packman,
27 .rchdale Road, East Dulwich, London, S.E.22.

WANTED: Sehoolboys' Own Libreries, St.Jim's snd Rookwood
stories, prior to 260, particulerly No.118 T. Hopperton,
COl;x'tlemls, Fulford Road, Scarborough.

FOR SALE: Four bound volumes of Mervels Fo's 30 to P
Jack, Sem end Pete stories. Good condition. Best offer.
Foster, 26 Kelso Place, London, 8.

WOULD eny Collector able to give me perticulars (titles etc.)
of ROBIN HOOD (ildine) first reprint, also of the various Aldine
BUFFAl0 BILL LIBRARTES Kndly write me st irthur J. Southwey,

pP.0. Box 3, Beeconsfield, Cape Province, SOUTF JFRIC ..

+iNTED: Comets Numbers 85 end 116 to complete set of -Greyfriaxs
stories. Your price peid. Arthur J. Southway, P.0. Box 3,
Beaconsfield, Cepe province, SOUTE AFRIC...
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COLLECTING JUVENILE LITER.TURT

By Theeler Dryden %

In the December 1950 issue of "The Collector's Digest"
its kditor, hir. Herbert Leckenby, writes:

"Most hobbies have & name by which they are
recognised; the stamp collector is a2 phils-
telist, the cigarette~card collector a
eartophilist. But the hobby to which we
are attached hasn't one."

True, it is often called "0ld Boys' Book Collecting,"
and there have been formed orgenizations of such collectors
under the name of "Old Boys' Book Clubs," but I would like
to point out that these phreses sre insppropriste and
definitely illogical.

The neme I suggest for the hobby is the title of this
article: P
Collecting Juvenile Iiteresture

end for those pursuing the hobby I suggest the title:
Collectors of Juvenile Litereture.

Before expleining the sdvanteges of these new names,
let me describe what I believe are the ingppropriate and
illogicsal uses of the words in the phreses "Old Boys' Book
Collecting" and "0ld Boys' Book Clubs."

The adjective "Old", when spoken, gives & listener
the impression that it modifies the noun "Boys'' — thus
implying thet the people indulging in our hobby sre elderly
men, which is absolutely misleeding end untrue, inssmuch as
there ere, in sddition to middle-sged snd elderly men, a
considersble number of -young men and boys who ere enthusi~
estic collectors ¢f juvenile publicetions. It msy be ergu-
ed thet "01d" is intended to modify "Books," but in no prin-
ted use of the phrases hss there been @ hyphen inserted be-
tween the words "Book" end "Collecting” or "Book" end
"Club", Even mere this hyphen inserted on 81l occasicns
when the phreses are printed visibly, the smbiguity would
still remein when the phrsses were used orelly, in face-to-
fsce end telephons conversetion, or in rsdio speech. A
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pause between the pronuncietion of "O01d" and the compound
noun "Boys'-Book'" would probebly cause the speaker to sound
unnsturel (or even unintelligible!) to a listener, without
the sdventege of meking "01d" modify "Book.' A little re—
flection should make clear thet the word "Boysl" is the
mein ceuse of the embiguity.

A further metter for considerstion: Imssmuch es many
young women end girls are indulging in our hobby by collect-
ing GIRLS' publicetions, why use the word "Boys'" in the
neme of the sctivity? This restricts the mesning of our
hobby, ond ite continued use is probably disliked by our
cherming faminine fellow-collectors. I suggest thet "Boys'"
be superseded by the word "Juvenile" —— which has a wider
end more correct applicetion, snd includes both sexes.

Returning to the word "01d@": Thile our hobby consists
meinly in collecting back issues of publicetions, we should
remember that similar periodicals ( different titles, of
course, but similar contents) sre published st the present
time, and these megezines, "comic" books, coloured "supple-
ments," etc., are widely collected by the present younger
generetion. To ¢liminete thet word "01d" from the neme of
our hobby and its represertstive Clubs would eliminste the
ambiguity slready discussed, end would have the adventage
of ettracting to our orﬁsn_i_z_e_d_ renks the tremendous number
of younger collcctocs just mentioned.

Finally: The word “"Book", ss now used in the name of
our hobby snd Clubs, is, in my opinion, too reatrictive, A
more inclusive word should be suhsiituled. It is true that
collectors of juvenile publicetioms rcfer to them Joosely
as "books" —— whethexr they be two-or-pour-page comic papcrs,
multi-page weekly, foritnightly or monthly magazines, or
actusl books with stiff covers. However, all those cete-
gories would be served by the more-inclusive word "Litere-
ture." Some Teeders might remerk: "Ridiculous! 7o would
sver spply the term 'Litersture' to school, travel end de—
tective stories, written hurriedly to meet weekly cditoriel
schedules of halfpenny juvenile 'pulp’ pepers?" ey I
point out that reputsble publishing compenies heve sent
forth many novels in the guise of "Iiterature," printed on
"quality" paper znd dressed (or should we sey "over' -dressed )
in # colourful "jacket" —— yet the style of the writing end
the hold the stories hed upon their readers suffered greectly
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by comperison with the contents of meny e "Gem" and "lsgnet."
Let us, then, not object to the term "Literature" being
epplied to these juvenile stories.

If the objection be the length of the word "Litereture"
compared to the word "Book," just remember the drew-beck
of the embiguity of the letter snd the sdventege of the
more-inclusive mesning of the former. Use of the word
by the hobbyist should not be of primsry consideration. He
knows whet he means when he writes or seys "Book"; the
stranger to whom he is mentioning the hobwy doesn't know.
If the word "ILiterature" were used, the strenmger would under-
stend perfectly when he sew the hobbyist's collection of
pepers, magesines snd books. To him they would be complete—
1y accepteble under the term "Literature." For the hobbyist
to display the seme colloction under the term "Books" might
ressonsbly ceusec the strenger to ssk: "These are papers end
megezines — Thy do you csll them books?" The eollector
would then have to spend time end energy expleining his
(mis)use of the embiguous word. Should the strsnger ®e ¢
prospective recruit to our hobby he might be subconsciously
(or even consciously) rmnoyed by such en illogicel use of o
word in the neme of our hobby snd Clubs. He might think:
"Un-m-m! These collectors of juvenile literature are not
quite — shell we say 'mormel'? T think I'1l spend my
limited spare time collecting postage-stemps or cigerstte-
cerds."

Before leaving this consideration of the word "Liter-
sture': Some people might think the word "Publications"
just s good e substitute for the smbiguous "Book." It is
true that "Publicetion" hos the edventage of being also en
inclusive term, but it is, visuelly, two letters longer then
wLiterature," ond tokes s shede longer time to pronounce
vocally. (Since the desirebility of brevity might be used
egoinet my suggested word-chenges, I'll use it myself in
this instance). Besides, we must consider euphony in pro-
mncistion: The two plurel forms in "Collsctors of Juvenile
Publications)" is ewkward to pronounce, and not plessing to
the eer. No — the term "Collsctors of Juvenile Literature"
appeers to me to be the better choice.

It seems edviseble to give » hobdy a neme that is 28
self-explenatory #s poseidle. Lven the term "philetelist"
has to be explzined to most people — who don't ususlly
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remein setisfied with the reveletion that the word meens

g collector of postege stemps." The origin of the term is
gometimes requested, end one is obliged to spend time snd
energy on en explenstion of its derivation from the Greek
words "philos," meening "loving", snd "eteles," meaning
ufpoedom from tex." Even this isn't enough for some people.
They require further details of the epplication of the
derived words to the sctusl hobby of stemp collecting:

"ihy — Why — Why?" they esk.

Incidentally, the word that cigerette-cerd collactors
concocted (sliterstion unintentionsl, I essure you!l) as a2
neme for themselves es hobbyists plso suffers from ambigu-
ity. The word is "certophilist," meening "loving, or hav-
ing a fondness for, csrds." A strenger mizht wonder: "That
idnd of cerds?' Of course the certophilist knows he is in-
terested in cigerette cerds, but the neme might serve equel-
1y well for collectors of postel cerds, vieiting cerds,
pleying cerds, or even Christmes, New Years, Easter or Birth-
dey greeting cerds! If it seems necessary to évolve & con—
cocted term for e hobby, it would sppeer edvisable to use &
word which is specific, and, if possible, one which is self-
explenstory. However, why invent £ one-word term from
Letin or Greek roots for the seke of using something shorter
then s simple English phrase? This menie for brevity at the
cost of intelligibility defeets its own purpose. One cud-
gels one's breins to condense e short phrese of two-, three,
or perheps four domestic words into & one-word foreign term
AND THEN USES A DOZEN TIMES THE ANMOUNT OF VORDS IN THE ORIG)
INAL PHRASE IN ORDER TO EXPLAIN THE ONE CONCOCTED TIORD!

Does that sound like good sense?

Mey I therefore stress the foct thet no synthetic one-
word concoction of foreign derivetion be used to describe
our hobby of Collecting Juvenile Literesture?

This brings me beck to the neme I heve suggested:

Collecting Juvenile Litereture.

Three simple English words, eech individuslly in
constent use by millions of people. Each is 2 specific
word, #nd the three, used in the foregoing suggested sequence
sre unmistakable in whet they connote as well as denote.
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The matter of their use IN THAT EXACT SEQUINCE is importent,
snd brings me to & final remsrk snd warning:

DOX'T THY TC TRANSPOLE THE TERER WORDS? OR JUGGLL THWHM
INTO o DIFFERENT COMBINATION. THAT /ILL ONLY L:aD YOU B.LCK
TO MBIGUITY.

For instence: If the hobby is celled "Juvenile Liter-
sture Collecting," the thought evoked by the phrese is that
it is the juvenile (in the sense of "immsture") collecting
of litersture — & suggestion of collecting literature in en
imneture sort of wey, just s some people look upon "emateur
ecting" es immeture (en incorrect conception). It is true
that e hyphen placed between "Juvenile" end "Literature"
would serve to form e compound noun of the two words by bind-
ing them together. However, thet effect will be given only
to e resder of the printed phrese. The person who only heers
the spoken phrese receives no such impression — for ressons
expleined esrlier in this discussion concerning the words
n0ld" end "Boys'".

On the other hend, the phrese "Collecting Juvenile
Litersture"” means only onme thing, snd conveys one thought
end one ides, nemely: — .

COLLECTING JUVENILE LITSR.TURT
— which is to say, the sctual grrdusl sccurmlotion of a
collecting of boys' ond girls' putlicetions of meny kinds:
weekly pepers, monthly m.gezines, hbound tooks snd so forth.
- THiN ONE CHALNGES THE SHQUENCE OF TEX WO-DS SUGGESTLD
.S THE N.¥L COF THOSE PURSUING OUR HOBEY, THE INEVIT.BLE
REVZRSION CF MBIGUITY IS EVEN MORE ILRXED.

For instence: If the hobbyist is celled e "juvenile
Litereture Collector," the phrese implies thet the collector
is © young ('juvenile") person. Such might be true in some
instances, but in very meny ceses it would be ahsolutely in-
correct, for, s hes been explained, &’ considersble number
of collectors sre meture men end womsn — some being sixty
end more years of ege. Of course, the seme remerks concern-
ing e hyphen Letween the two words epplies in the present
instence os it did in the last-quoted, Lut, as wes pointed
out, only in the cese of the printed phrase; the spoken
phrese suffers from the same drewbacks hitherto mentioned.

Contrarywise, the phrese "Collector of Juvenile
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Literoture," whether written or spoken, mesns just one thing:
COLLECTOR OF JUVENTLE LITER:TURE.
This seme phrase, using the plural of "Collector", can
be used #s the name of the vsrious Brenches of the present
10ld Boys' Book Club," thus:

COLLECTORS OF JUVENILE LITER.ATURE
(London Brench)

COLLECTORS OF JUVENILT LITERATURE
(Yorkshire Brench)

COLLECTORS OF JUVENILE LITER'TURT
(Austrelisn Brench)

end so throughout the Universe.

It will bte noted thet I heve used the specific word
"Yorkshire" instesd of thet Club's present gencral word
"Northern." This illustrates my suggestion sbout rlways
using o specific word when possitle. YORKSHIRE BR.NCH is so
complete, definite rnd self-explenatory: No possitle mis-
conception ebout WHTRE the Club functions. "Northern" might
meen enywhére in seversl @ounties of ®nglend. “Thet nemes
will Lencashire, Northumberlend, Durhem, etc., use when col-
lectors in those sections form locel Cluls? Yes — bty ell
merns let us be specific. No doubt shen the hobly hes at-
tracted enough followers in Austrelis the present Clu" will
find it necessery to divide itself into the VICTORI. BRANCH,
the NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH, the QUZENSLAND BRANCH, etc. —
for hustrelie is @ very lerge Continent.

Using the new system suggested stove, our holby could
become ¢ world-wide movement, each locel Brench benefiting
from the unifying influence of the seme APPROPRIATE and
LOGICAL neme es its fellow Clubs, yet definitely seperste
snd recognizetle hecouse of its parentheticel Brench Title
— eoch Orgenizotion enjoying the adventege of its own Ad-
ministretion, Officers, llembership Rules, snd so forth.

Readers will note that the phrase "Collectors of
Juvenilc Literaturs" contsins the same numbor of words 28
does the present neme of the Club. Some mombers of thet Or-
genizetion, while fccepting this fact, might point out that
the four words "Old Boys' Book Club" are, collecectively,
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shorter taen the words "Collectors of Juvenils Literaturs,"
end consequently the name I suggest takes longer tc pro-
nounce. uay I cite the "Royesl Scciety for the Prevention of
Cruelty to animels" es & nine-word title which hes 2 long end
honoureble record of echievement? Its lengthy nemc, both in
print end speech hes heen no drswbeck to the Organizetion's
brillisnt developuent. True, the Socicty's title is often
effectionstely curtailed to the initiels R. S. P. C. .., but
you mey be sure thet o1l officiel announcements, importent
printed metters, end even its letter-head stetionery, lLeer
its ?itle in fuil'.l. Similerly, meuters of the present "0ld
Eoye) Bock CTgbtynhe mheyt tire of RToRoRReiRe T4 ey
use tho initisls C. 0. J. L. (London); or if even that con-
traction seems to them too lengthy, they could follow the

K. S. P. C. A's precise method of climinsting the "for","the"
wof" end "to," end refer to the Club »s the C. J. .. (london).
Surcly three initirls is ¢ shert-encugh title?

Joking eside, this metter of the chenge of neme ly our
holUy's lerding Clubs is onc which should e ottended to im-
medistely. The Officers of the London Brench (vhich, I undert-
stond, is the Perent Orgenizetion) could — efter this arti-
cle has been resd, in toto, to its members — put the ques-
tion of name—chenge to the vote, et their next meeting. In
the event the chenge is euthorized, the Club could inform
the Yorkshire and hustrelian Brenches of that fect, sending
copies of this deteiled rriicle (which I hope Mr. Leckenby
will publish in his "Collector's Digest") with their letter,
rnd suggesting thet those other Clubs follow London's
exemple Ly chenging thoir nemes to C. J. L. (Yorkshire Brench
snd C. J. L. (fustrelisn Brench), respectively.

In eny event, it is, I feel, only courteous rnd consid-
erste for everyone comnected with collecting juvenils liter-
ature, individusl collectors es well as Cluls, tc meks @
definite chenge in the nemes: of their hotby snd Orgrnize-
tions — whether it be my suggested titlc or some other per-—
son's. Let us put en end to the emberressment ceused our
m-ny cherming women end girl collectors when they sre obliged
tc cell themselves, and to heer themselves rceferred to es,
members of "0ld Boys! Book Clubs."  That word "OLD" mst be
perticulerly exesperating; tut even if it isn't, #nd even if
the women end girls, like the "good sports" they've alweys
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heen, stete: "Oh — I don't mind being referred to in that
way," we should reclize thet they sre just being "nice" about
the matter. We ought to elimincte AMBIGUITY, in eny case,
and sdopt the neme "Collectors of Juvenile Literature" or

sny other equally sppropriste and logical title by which to
describe ourselves end our hobby. 3

In all sincerity I submit the foregoing suggestions
for consicderation.

Although it is not customsry to have one's neme at the
beginning end the end of en erticle, I teke the liberty of
sppending mine here, 80 a8 to give resders o visual ides of
thet their own signetures will lcok like when followed by
whet the sputhor thinks is an eppropriate end logicel term
for fellow hobbyists:

Wheeler Dryden

(Collector of Juvenile Literature)

NOTE : Our fellow-collectcr, Wheeler Dryden, is an actor-
_writer—director of considersble experience. He has
sppesred, either in stage or motion-picture productions, in
Trinided, Brezil, the Isle of St. Helene, Scuth Africa,
MedBagescer, Scychelles, Indie, Ceylon, Burms, Federated
Meley States, Straits Settlements, Sism, Jave, Beli, Chine,
Jepen. Phillipine Islends, HA-waii, and prectically every
city of note throughout Cenada end the United States of
Americe — es well es in his netive England. In Los Angeles
Nice and Monte Cerlo, he produced, directed snd ected in
plays which he wrote himself. He is now in Hollywood,
Celifornie, whore his latest credit wes as isscciste
pirector of the Cherles Cheplin Film, "Monsieur Verdoux,"
Mr. Dryden is the son of the lete Leo Dryden, noted British
vocel cherecter ector, femous for his spirited rendering
of "The liner'e Dreem of Home" ("The Bells were Ringing
the 01d Yeer Out end the New Yeor "), which Dryden Senior
wrote smd composed. H.L.
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(NOTE. - During the wer yeocrs Ton Hopperton and I corresponded
frequently; then circumstances perted us. Then 2 few weeks
sgo, efter a silence of five yeers, there come & letter from
him. Heving got the position he was quickly into his stride.
Readers can look forwsrd to more intriguing srticles from him.
H.L.)

TOM MERRY'S GRANDFATHER

By Tom Hopperton

The yeer 1907 witnessed three momentous events., The GEM
and the MiGNET were born, snd so wes I} It follows, then,
that by the time I hed gradusted from Drermy Daniel, Butterbsll
end Tell Thomes and the like, the commerciel school story hed
reached its sll—time pesk of popularity, with the A,P. delving
deeply into the Hamiltonien gold mine to fill five or six
popers.

Being nurtured on this light-heerted fare. Henry St.John'g
school stories, with their generel eir of being staged in &
Dickensisn workhouse, struck ¢ discordent end puzzling note in
me, beceuse I could not rcalise that thet fine yrrn-spinner
wes something of ¢ one men Gothic Hengover, a finel link with
the Victorien treditionel form, Cherles Hemilton himself was
not immune. His Bendover hcedemy, while nemed in the Canem
and Hockechild vein, wes purely farcicel, but thirty ycers be—
fore his Tom Merry end Gordon Gey provided the last of & long
ond honoursble line of heroes with descriptive surnemes -

Tom Torment, Tom Wildrske, Ned Nimble, Frenk Fesrless, Rupert
Dreeadnought, and so on.

1 recently discovered yet onother of these cheps who
might well heve been Tom ierry's grendfether, who went through
p11 the stock situstions scme 7O ycers sgo, &nd whose story is
fullest proof I heve yet met thet it is the dress rether then
the flesh end Yones of the school story which hes sltered.

The suthor of TOM FLOREM.LL'S SCHOOIDAYS, concerned lest
the unususlly subtle deletion of one ng" peffled the un-
sophisiticeted reader, makes it clercr from_the stort thet his
fisticel hero's delight is to vficor 'em 211." Tom is sent
to Leshem Hell School, conducted by lr. Leshem (nick-named
Tiger Bill) who hed been mester's mete in the Nevy, end
whose cork leg and wig suffer frequently outrage. Tiger Bill
hes on cngaging habit of strepping his charges to trisngles
and wheling them with ¢ cet—of -nine-teils until the blood rTunsj
but how else could he memege Pupils who immobilise him during
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one fraces by knocking him down znd unscrewing his cork leg?

Dreedfuls were cluttered up with boys of unknown perentag
who turnmed out to be the legitimete (never otherwise) off-
spring of the nobility. Tom wes one, and s you cen't have
too much of & good thing, so was his pal, J=ck Nemo. A1l
the familiar chrrecters werethere: Monsieur Brickebrec rnd
Herr Professor Pfhule, comic French snd Germen mrsters,
Jereminh Mutton the fet boy, bully Boarhead, the Hon. Cherles
Dely, & lah-di-dsh wester in the clutches of Czptcin Reffles,
» Cordewish Beru Forthingele, #nd the rivel school under
Doctor Fungus.

The situations ere s femilier rs the cest. Leshem Hell
hed been ¢ nunnery end is well provided with secret passeges.
Jepes obound, from booby treps end the hiring of » swerm of
barrel orgens to distrect the Head to flooding the cellers
‘with sé%erel cesks of the boys' dinner beer. . berring-out
ends when Mr. Cutewey, the second master, fills the school
captein full of leed from e blunderbuss. Tom is "framed"
with the theft of ¢ wetch end runs away from school. He
leerns ventriloquism ond crestes cheos with it when he returns|
Heving out-Buntered Bunter, he proceeds to out-%¥ibley Wibley,
not only in the Dremetic Society ond in playing ghost, but
by impcrsoneting first e slettern who claims to be the mother
of Herr Pfhube's thirteen (imsginery)children smd then by
eloping with kr. Leshem in the guise of an elderly spinster.
He foils Reffles, ond tidies up rll the loose ends just in
time for e very drunken Tiger Bill to burn dovm the school
snd releese him — after hercic rescues - in time to get on
with Chepter One of the sequel.

Yes, 211 the ingredients sre there, plus a few which
would nowedays be bluc-pencilled. and yet, to a modern
palate, the ceke hes e somewhet unlesvened flavour. The yern
is not unduly cursed with thet itritsting verbosity of the
times. Indeed, the sction is so swift that the suthor
1ightly tosses off in half & page situations that his modern
counterpsrt would spin out into 2 couple of chapters. Some-
thing of the ssme effect - although not so pronounced - will
Ywe felt if the resder goes through, sey, "The Meking of
Herry Wherton" immedistely after reading & MAGNET deted in

the thirties. The bloom, the lustre, the polish, if you lik¢
just is not there.

w

.Incidentslly, the most enterteining of the explenations
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of the populerity of 'the school story thet I heve seen is thet
it represents a flight from cruel reslity by herressed minds,
o pertiel retrogression to thot idesl shelter where cores snd
worries sre unknown and from which we were reluctently
expelled — the wombl  If thet be so, it is difficult to
pecount for the populerity of such flogging stories es

TOM FLOREMALL.

Populer it must heve been, for efter being lounched in
the ususl style with two numbers end e coloured plate for the
first penny, end another coloured plete with Number 3, it ren
without further externel inducement to f£ill 266 large
(104" x ") peges. Indced, our Tom wes regerded e8 8o well
established thet the sequel, IN SEARCH OF HIS FATFER, wes put
out without eny bonus scheme £t #11. - Nlss puoT Tom! His
seerch petered out in nine peltry numbers, the last of which
berr signs of rough hewing to shepe his end.

In the ebeence of eny lrrge scele nccount of the history
of the school story, I femcy that every collector cen, £t
little cost in time snd money but with emple rewerd in interest
smusement snd — probably - surprise, goin o new perspective on
csteblished fevourites if he too will investigete the ectivi-
ties of one or two of these robust grendfathers of harton,
Silver, Merry #nd Co.

OFFERS INVITED FOR "The Romence of Eleine" snd "The Triumph
*F Tloine" (containing 22 episodes of the film seriel "The
Exploits of Elaine". J. Hepburn, 4 Weterloo Roeod, Blyth,
Northumberland.

WANTED: Nelson Lees (smell) 141, 166, 169; third series
%1, 58, 70, 152, St. Franks "Huggets", Boys' Friends 514,
704. Film Fun 1920-23. 5/- offered. For Sole or Exchenge
Lees No's 225, 226, 228, 229, 231, 235, 243, 245.

Gordon Thompson, 85 Deerperk Roed, Belfest.

FOR SLLE: Holidey Annuols, 1922, feir condition, 10/-3
1925, good condition, 12/-. .lso 1922 Playbox snnuel.
C. .. Wood, 21 St. Peter's Street, Norton, Meltcn, Yorkshire.

WANTED: '™Wonder; Firefly; pre-1919 copies;. Henderson's
3d Nuggets; sny old libraries:— E. V. Hughes, Ceswell,
25 Hillsboro Roed, Bognor Regis.

WANTED: Information re lerge issue Dresdnought, when published
otc. Plesse Help! Henry J. H. Bartlett. Shipton Gorge,
| Bridport, Dcrset.




Hamiltonia

Ccnducted by Herbert Leckenby

Pressure on sprce is griater then cver this month, so I'm
hoving little to sey myself here. I would like to mention,
however, thet I hrve en erticle in hend, "Second Thoughts on
Roockwood", by Roger Jenkins. It's in Roger's best style end
you lmow whet thet meens. He argues very shrewdly in favour
of thet "third school™, ond it will delight #11 rdmirers of
Jimmy Silwer & Co. It will spperr next month.

And now in response to those who heve been osking for
more from Peter "inlker, here's one. There sre seversl more
in my file. Oh, if onlypoper wos et pre-wer prices, snd es
plentiful es in the deys of 32-pege ncwspepers, whet o time
we shéuld hovel

"I SaY, YOU C.DSL"

By P. A. Welker

It is somewhat astonishing to recollect how meny "ceds"
existed st the three mein schools crested by Ch=rles Hemilton.
presumebly the ider was to throw up the virtues of the "nice"
boye, by contrest to the vices of the "nasty" ones.

In seversl instences the fesrful wrong-doings of these
noughty boys werc brought to buok, vither by expulsion cr &
severe flogging. Sever: flosgings, however, didn't appeer
to hove mueh cffect, ss within o few weeks these young gentle—
men were up to their neforious proctices. Expulsion, it
seemed, wes the only thing.

Undoubtedly, the "brddest" hrt of the whol: bunch wes
ponsonby of the Highcliffe Fourth. This young mon stopped
2t nothing. It is doubtful if o more vindictive charscter
eppefTs in the whole sege of Frenk Richrrds' series of school
stories. .

i snob of the first watcr, & liar snd o hooligen. Super-
cilious, snd not entirely without coursse, Pon Was nevor seen
in o good light.

Some of my esrliest recollections of Groyfriars are of
the bitter feud Pon wrged with Frenk Courtensy. I would
vonture the opinion thrt the Highcliffe-Greyfriors ysrms ere
smongst the best ever written by Frenk Richerds.

In the warlier stories, the pumpous and contemptible
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Mr. Mobbs was featured prominently, and one recalls the amusing
episode of Wibley of the Greyfriers Remove's impersonation of |
this gentlemen, to the profound discomfiture of Pon and Go.

Most Hemiltonisns will remember the series of holidsy yary
in which the Famous Five, with a Holiday Annusl were pursued by
Pon and Co. over the breadth of Englsnd. A most enjoyable
series, this, right in the real Hamiltonian tradition.

The rest of this infemous Co. - Gadshy,Monson and Vavesour

werc but mere shadowa of their unscrupulous leader, but
Pon's purpose in his various Schemes T Ih the heylday o?eﬁgd

"Gem" we had Cutts of the Fifth to regsle us with his black-
hearted schemes. (Cutts was, of course, the cool sardonic
bounder, but one whose coursge failed him when in a tight cornd
i Gem of vivid memory, "The Black Sheep", desls with the narrow
squesk he has whilst consorting with one Tickey Tapp, & gentle
man not unknown tc Talbot of the Shell.

He had the edventege of being well supplied with cash, wed
good-looking and well-dressed, snd was looked upon by meny at
St.Jim's as one to follow. If memory is correct, he was nc
meen cricketer, and if he hed so desired could have regularly
played for the First Eleven.

in amusing feature of the turf sctivities of the verious
"wrong-'uns" et Greyfrisrs and St.Jim's was their complete
insbility to ever wiw snything. Nevertheless, they kept on
trying, and one cannot help but feel slightly sorry that their
efforts met with so little rewerd! -

The other senior "ced", Knox of the Sixth wes, of course,
the complete bully, end despite his seniority, e tool of Cutts.
A scnior who deperted wes Seftom, ceught in the sct of pilferin

Eerlicr St.Jim's "rotters", Gere of the Shell, and Lumlsy-
Lumley reformed, but whilst Gore remsined scmething of & ‘oullyﬂ
umle{ybec{:uc a leeding lizht, feding, however, es the yesrs
went .

One of the most disliked of the St.Jim's charscters weas
surely Croocke of the Shell.. Meny will reczll how badly he
showed up in the prolonged series of Talbot yarms. Prior to
Talbot's arrival he wes a bed het, but became even worse after
the Toff's entry end his subsequent establishment es Cclonel
Iyndon's rightful heir.

In the greatly reduced Gems of 1916-1919 Crcoke found a
new 211y in one of the worst types ever created by Charles
Hemilton - Racke of the Shell, or Moneybegs Minor. The son
of o war profiteer, Recke was the most distesteful men at
St.Jim's.
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Surcly scme of th: most amusing situations were those
between the cool cynicsl Cerdew and the upstart Racke.

Reckc wes probebly as big a rogue a8 Ponsonby. He stopped
gt nothing in .rder tu gein his own ends. His cronics,
Scrope and Hellish, were more or less insignificent, although
Mellish appeers in the carly Gems depicted as a meen little
WOIT.

Back sgain to Greyfriers, emd e "ced" of the first water
in Loder of the Sixth. 4 vicious bully, this young men
survived expuision, though often richly desecrved, end even
beceme temporery Ceptein cf the School. His two "psls",
Cerne end Tielker, whilst enjoying his doubtful compeny, had
not the seme physicel ond moral coursge, but the whole trio
were © despiceble crowd. ‘ielker did, however, from time to
time, reveal better charscteristics.

4 sender with on unenviable reputation who engo ed more
1imelight in the leter Magnets was Price c¢f the Fi tﬁ, his
friend Hilton meking en unususl eccomplice. Aubrey ingel of
the Shell, Skinner, Snoop end 8tott come under the "cads"
heeding, but I cennot find it in my heart to includs the one
and only Smithy — the Bounder of Greyfriars.

In my opinion the most interesting and diverse cherscter
ever crested by Cherles Eemilton, Herbert Vernmon-Smith had too
meny good sides to his meke-up to be classed as & “ead" .,

The curious Ionides of the Sixth, who appearcd to leeve
Greyfriers during the latter part »f the 1914-1916 wer, the
early Bulstrode, Bolsover Mejor, end at St.Jim's nemes like
Clempe, Piggott and Chowle come to mind.

Rookwood, of course, had its retinue of rotters. Mark
Lottrey mey be described ss the worst, end the early Mornington
elmost es bed. The errivel of Kit Erroll end 'Erbert mede 211
the diffcrence to lMormy, however.

Poele end Gower, snd Adolphus Smythe with Townsend and
Tophem constituted e brillisnt compeny. In thcse yeera they
were known ess "kmuts". What is theldeaigtwtinn todey?

Spive? :

L few lovely birds of pgssege ere to be noted from time
to time. Relph Stecey, Arthur Carter, verious rascally Sixth
Formers end Form-mesters, most of whom, however, fcund their
rescelity not worth while et the ericient seets of Greyfriers,
St.Jim's end Rookwood. ;

And, os salwsys, Tight triumphed over wronz, =nd the blue-
eyed boys come out on top, £nd ell was well, rnd we weited
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impstiently for next week's negnet. Lles!  There is no
Megnet in 1951.

THE PICK OF THE SERIBS. No. 5.

TEL BUNTIR COURT SERIES. (Opening in Magnet No. 910.
Seven stcries in e1l.)

Frenk Richards hes elways hcd the haopy kneck of meking
the prepostercus scem feosible, and the fantestic intensely
interesting. The impossible entics of Billy Bunter, when he
secured possession of e huge country mension, complete with
steff, snd re-nemed it "Bunter Court", formed ome of the most
femous cf the meny series which apperred in the Megnet.
Though Bunter was fer from en sttrective charecter in those
seven sturies, it was en exceedingly populer series, and the
wey the suthor seved Bunter from Burstel wes & very cleverly
written climex. . preposterous effsir, - but grend reeding.
Though the Bunter Cuurt stories had en original plot which hed
no counterpert in eny other teles, they bring to mind snother
fentestic set of yorns, — the BUNTER the Billionsire series.

The BILLION.IRE series (sterting in No. 1383) ran to
soven stories, snd commenced in fmgust 1934 . Here, Bunter
beceme the possessor cf millions of pounds, end proceeded to
spend seme, in the deing of which he visited France snd Itely,
cttended by the Co., € sinister valet, and #n Americen gunmen,
The plot wes cleverly thought out, snd presented in Frank
Richerds' inimiteble style.

Though the Billioneire series, like the Bunter Court
stories, had no reel counterpart, it wes reminiscent of &
stery "L MISSION OF MYSTERY" which eppesred in the Gem in
1914. In this tele, D'hircy ceme into possesaion of a large
sum f money which he hed to spend in a week, @ tesk which he
found surprisingly difficult. But then, 1914 wes not 1950.
This tele wes written by one of the "sub" writers, end, ©8
wgub" stories went, wes mot too bed. In fect, I rocell
getting 8 greet kick out of it es sn infent of very tender

efTs .
o Spesking cf the fentestic brings to mind the "STRONG

L LONZO" serics, which sterted in Mesmet 1344, running to six
issues ot the close of the yeer 1933. Here the weedy Alonzo
Todd returned to Greyfriers, =nd made the ecqueintenceship of
en eccentrie professor who geve him 2 wonderful tonic which
produced immense strength. This series conteined scme rather
fine cheracter writing, when Alonzo, hitherte o weed, begen
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t: meke use of his unsccustomed atrength end tc become an
cvor-beering reformer.

In the fantestic class, cne would plece that very fine
"k, WHIFFLES" series, which sterted in Megnet No. 1069, bu
we shall review this set c¢f storieswhen we snalysc the
Circus stories in the "Pick of the Series".

MAGNET TITLES (Continued)
(S) denotes Substitute.

589 Trensure Trove; 590, Bunter's Luction; 591 (S) eggie
»f the Rumoves 592 (S) Billy Bunter's Brnk Hclideys

593, Bunter the Bolshevik; 594 (S) The Groyfrisrs Swimming
Sportss 595 (S) Bessiv versus Billy; 596 (S) Linlcy's
Legeey; 597, Cetching Cokers 598 (S) The Grest Bunter
wystery; 599 (S) Bunter's sunt Sallys €00, The Hero's
Homecomings 601 (S) The Greyfriers Tourists; 602 (Sg School
boys abroeds 603 (S) Bunter's Typing Agency; 604 (8) The
pwelve Stemps:  605,(S) The Gelden Clues 606 (S- Sports
Dey ot Greyfriers;  607,(S) The Schoolboy Brrber; 608 (s)
The Sceret of the Tires; 609 (S) the Greyfrisrs Detectives;
610 (S) The lystery of Ir. Quelch; 611 (S) BurrcebSingh's
Surnrise Prckets 612, Thc "Hersld's" Rively 613, The
Founder's Frult; 614, Fecing the Musies 615, The Right
Thing; 616 (S) Cust out by his Chums; 617, Thc Rise rnd
Frll of Williem Gosling; 618.(S) ALlonzo's Agency; 619 (s)
Tunter cn the Bonrds; 620 (S) Punter's Christmes Portroit;

621 (S) The Terror in Blsck; 622 (S) Tke 3ounder's Frrewells
623 (s) Exiled from School; 624 (s) Vernon-Smith's Return;
625 (S) Vernon-Smith's Victory; 626 (S) The Jane of the Temm

627 (s) Smouldering Fires; 628 (s8) Phyllis Howell's Brother;
629 (S) squiff's Secret; 630 (S() The Hold-up et Greyfriars;
631 55) The 8ilent Strike; 632 (S) Meuleverer's Mission;

33 (S) Dob Cherry's Secret; 634 (S) The Blindness of Bunter

635 (S) The Feud with Frierdele; 636 {s) The Cricus Heros
637 (S9 Cup-tiec Chempions; 638 (S) The Prufect's Predicament
639 (S) The Scholership Company; 640, Bunter the Bonkrupt;

641 (S) The Invesion of Greyfrisrs; 642 (S) Chums Awhcels

643, Billy Bunter's Speculstion; 644 (S) Bunter the Farmers
645 (5) The Greyfriers ilinstrels; 646 (S) Fun on the Fifth;
647 (S) The Remove's Recruit; 648 (S) Her Brother's Homour;

649, Chumming with Loder: 650 (S) . Third Form Mystery.
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THE ANNULL
Prcsent Stete of the Poll

The Populsr Pcpuler 185
in Smezing Peir 184
The Bounder of Greyfriers 152
kise end Frll of the Boys' Friend 149
Whot Might Have Been 127
Noncgreph on the Criminels'

Cenfederetion 126
Rookwood Review 123
Scriezls from Vietorien Papers 85

It will be seen thet there hev: been some chenges.

Eric Feyne's article would cppeer to heve “een 2s populer 28
its title, for it hes slipped into first positicn. "The Bcundg
has gone up one, es has slso Peter Welker's fentesy "Whet Mighd
Heve Been", end considering the minurity of old timers the
position of John Medereft's "Seriels from Victcrien Pepers"
is quite guod.

Though only the firast eight srticles sre mentioned, quite
o number of votes heve been collected by the remeining
erticles.

Ton't neglect t. vote, these of you who haven't yet done
so. We went e full poll.

COLLECTORS' DIGEST VOTING CONTEST
kesult of Heat No. 1.

The populer vote of reeders places the items in Hest No. 1 in
the following final order:-—
1st. B. The Herry Wherton v. Mr. Quelch Series.
ond. A. The Bunter Court Scries.
3rd. F. The Mr. Prout, Herdmester, Series.
4th. E. The Stacey Series.
, 5th. D. The Kidnepping of Mr. Quelch Series.
6th. C. The Smedlsy Series.
Tth. G. The Water Lily Series.
Bth. H. The Certer Series.

One voter sent in en entry which placed no less then six of
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the items in their order es pleced by the populer vote. Tha
Editor, in consequence, hes decided to owerd the full »rize
of ONE POUND to this competitor, and & pastel order for this
smount hes been forwerd t.
J. P. Wood,
Stockton Lene, YOIK.

(Incidentelly, this resder's entry was one of the very first
received in this cantest.)

Two other emtrembs sent in lists which, in the opinion
of the Editer, sre warthy of consoletion prizes. s e con-
sequence the prize list has been extended for this Heet, end
the following sdditionel prizes ewerded.

A consclstiom prize of am early Red-covered Magnet hes been
sent to R. Cuuk, 30, Lucien koad, Tooting.

. consclation prize of £ Vime-covered cerly Gem hes been sent
to J. R. Cock, 178 Merie Street, Bemwell, Newcastle.

As & result of this econtest the 4wo items voted first,- i.e.
The Herry Wherton v. Mr. Quelch Series snd The Bunter Court
Seriee will Bcth pess into the FINiL.

WANTED:  S.0.L. kockwood stories:— 6,32, 20, 28, 32, 36, 42.
48, g{), 68, 76, 84, 94, 100, 104, 108, 112, 118, 124, 128,
152, 142, 146, 150, 154, 158, 162, 166, 170, 174, 182, 206,
rnd 262. Tould exechenge for other S5.0.L. Feve 34, Greyfrier:y
36 St. Jim's and 47 St. Frenk's for exchenge. Arthur J.
arthur J. Southwry, .0. Box 3, Beaccmsfield, Caps Province,
SOUTH FRICua

FOit_S.LE: In excellent condition. "THE CLPT.IN", beund
volumes, 1, 2, 20, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47 ond 48. Any volume
sold separstely or I will exchenge for other old boys' papers
offers to: Lecnerd Peockmen, 27 Archdele Rced, Eest Dulwich,
London, S.E.22.

SALD OR EXCHANGE: 33 "Plucks" mestly 1909-10; 25 "Bullscyes'
19%2-333 4 Vols. "Chums", 1929-30, 1931-32, 1933-34, 1936-37
1 Vol. Hentys "UNION JiCK'. Vol.l@ complete 52 ccpies, mint

condition. ‘Wented 1st New Series Nulson Lee.

H. H. Smith; 13 New Ruad, Scole, Diss, Norfolk.

TALNTED TO BUY: Megnets prior 1456, Gems prior 1293, School-
boys' Own prior 270. J. Hughes, 184 Riverview Drive,
Chelmer, Brisbone, austrelie.




Nelsor. Jee Column

Conducted by Robert Blythe

(£11 communications temporerily to Leonard Packman,
27, Archdale Roaed, East Dulwich, London, S.E. 22.)

First of all I am plessed to say thet thenks to two good
friends, liessrs. B. Honeysett and R. Rouse, I am now in
possession of the informatien I required regsrding the Detec—
tive Librery. Very little informetion on the Nugget Librery
vould appear to be aveileble. This is s pity, for-I kmow
meny Lee-ites who are very interested in this little library.
ideybe on my next visit to Fleetwsy House I will esk them for
details. The only thing is that I slready require information
concerning other papers and I do not went to get thrown out on
my esr. However, we shall see! /nd now. s little news aboutp
Bob Blythe. I am happy to report thst in his recent letter

'to me he says he is meking repid hesdwsy. Splendid! Let us
hope he will be back "on the job" very soon now, for I sm sure
he will give you that value for money which neither myself
nor any other substitute cen give.

I am also able to report that the good old Nelson Lec has
enother new supporter in fLustreliz, Thanks to the good
offices of e certain Bill Mertin I have been 2ble to send our
friend ¢ nice bound volume of eerly stories. Cerry on,
owerseas, the more the merrier.

Here is this month's quote of Nelson Lee Library
(1st New Series) titles-
105,Hendforth's New Chum; 106,Under e Cloudy 107,Hendforth's
Greet Ldventure; 108,L11-Abroed for the Skylsrk; 109,itlantip
Flyers et St.Frenk's; 110,The St.Fronk's Film Actors; 111,The
Schoolboy Chenncl Swimmer; 112,The St.Frank's Gale; 113,The
.Bully of the Remove; 114,Hendforth's Return; 115,Thc Remove
Election; 116,The Split in the Remove; 117,Tamed by the Fegsj
118,Spirited .woy; 119,The Pelece in the Clouds; 120, The
Lomer's Prisoners; 121,The Siege in the Clouds: 122,The
Tyrent of Rishnir; 123,The Peril of the Kybur Pess; 124 The
River House Reiders; 125,Monkey Business ot St.Frank's;
126,My Only Seinted iunt; 127,Honours Tven; 128,Going to the
Dogs; 129,Playing the Professioncls; 130,The Plotters of the
Remove; 131,Uilly's Dog; 132,Corcorsn of the Blue Crusaders;|
133,The Remove Crusaders; 134,The Prefect's Secret; 135,The
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Rotter's .wekening; 136,For He's & Jolly Good Fellow;
137,The Return of Bezre Quirke; 138,The Mystery of Rsithmere
cestle; 139,The St.Frenk's Revels; 140,St.Frank's Aflost;
141,St.Frenk's in South Afriea.

OLD BOYS' BCOK CLUB

London Section. Sundsy Merch 18th

Members arriving #t the latest get—together of the club
thought that they were in Baker Street instead of Wood Green,
a8 the first conversations were £l1 sbout the famous sleuth of
thet noted thoroughfsre, Sexton Blake. The weter colour
peinting of the detective which was awaiting Charlie Wright
ndorned the well, whilst snother exhibit wes & replice of
Prout's "iinchester Repester. The incresse of interest in
Bloke wes very owvious end it wee good to note that other
articles up to the stenderd of "The Criminels Confederction"
sre in the offing.

The usual proceedings were quickly end efficiently dis-
posed of . Then choirmsn Len related the story of his visit
to the Amelgemcted Press end of the great courtesy thet wes
pfforded him whilst looking up the files of the "Union Jack"
for the titles that_he required to complete his owm records.
Len is to be thsnkedfor his good work this spheré. The
chairman then emphssised thot the club exists for the collec-
tion of 1l kinds of books snd his remerks on this subject
were greetly sppleuded. The sale by him of seversl 4d Union
Jecks testified the fact thet his words on the subject are
cerried out.

Two quiz' were then circulrted cmongst those present.
The eliminetor one, key word "Rainbows", was won by John Geszl
with Len Packmen end Bob Blythe sharing second place. Fourth
place wes gecured by Bob "hiter. Incidentally this quiz
ceused & greet deel of amusement with some of the snswers.

As is now the elmost ususl custom, Lén won the generel know-
ledge quiz with 11 points, with Charlie Wright end Bob Blythe
gharing second plece. .

Next meeting st 12, Ashburnhem Plece, Greenwich, Iondon,
S.E.10, on Sundey ipril 15th.

.ittendence: Len Packmen, Herry Homer, Arthur Lewson,
Roger Jenkins, Roger Southwood, Ien Whitmore, .len Stewsrt,

Tim Leapett, Prenk Keeling, Cherlie & Olive Wright
Joup Geqla TAp LeTgekt, Eronly B o i G IR -
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OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB
Northern Section

The March meeting wss held on March 10th, 1951, at
239 Hyde Park, with neerly a score of members present.

Chairman, Reg. Fudson, on opening extended a hearty wel-
come to Frank Case, who hed come all the way from Liverpool.

The minutes of February meeting were resd, also corres-—
pondence and apologies for non-sttendance. It-was also
ennounced that our numbers had been added to Quring the month.

Iibrarian Gerald Allison in his report revesls that there
were now nearly 500 books in the librery, over 200 of them
slagnets, nearly 100 Gems, together with Nelson Lees, 5.0.L's,
U.Js. Thrillers, snd one or two others.

Then the cheirmen ennounced the high spot of the evening
&8 he put it, "the talk". Spesker for the occasion wes
Gerald allison, subject: "The Greatest Megnet Series of All",
Before calling upon him, Reg. szid the tzlks had been a great
success, and volunteers were now wented for coming meetings.
Members not present ere 2sked to meke » note of this.

Gerald got into his stride strsight swey end proved him-
self & worthy successor to Mr. Breeze Bentley, who made such e
hit lest month. Gereld seid he had called his telk "The
Grestest Megnet Series of 411", thet without sny quelification.
After keeping his heerers in suspense for e while he snnounced I
his choice - "The Herry “harton v. Mr. Quelch Series"

Nos. 1285-1296. Delvin. frequently into the clessics for
support, he delivered o fighting cese for his client. Fe #lso
reed o chapter from one of the stories in resl "Book et Bedtime!
menner.

t/hen he had finished he got a resl hesrty round of epplause,
but when the discussion sterted it wes evident there wes &

"o Beg to Differ" otmosphere. Chairman Reg. was @ doughty
opponent, claiming thet there wes not much to the credit of
Herry Wharton in that series.

Then come e proper "John Clements-Kay Heommond" set-to
between Reg snd No.l lady member Verse Coctes. It wes all jolly
good-humoured fun. Yes, "the talks" are proving reel high- ’
Tights. (It will be noted that the "Wherton v. Quelch series
hes come out first in the second voting contest, so it would
eppecr Gerald hes plenty of supporters.)

The next meoting wes fixed for Seturdey April 14th. It
was flso ennounced that sbout eight members hoped to meke the
journcy to London on ‘hit-Sundey.
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.fter refreshments, thc members broke up into groups.
Come nine o'clock, onc by one those from a distance went off
tor cateh buses snd trains, ond enother enjoyeble meeting came
to an end.

sttendence: Reg. Hudson, Normen Smith, Gerald Allison
and Mrs. Allison, Frenk Cese (Liverpool), Horace Twinham,
%. H. Williemson, Vera Coates, S. F. Armitsge, 7. Herrison,
stenley Knight, lMrs. and Keith Knight, C. Topham, i. Thomas,
Dovid Killingbeck, David Pullen snd Herbert Leckenby (Northern
Section Correspondent).

LETTER BOX
64 ‘oodlends Rd., Ilford
John Bowls st Ben Essex.
— 12/3/51.
Deer Editor,
Mony themdes for the Merch C.D. which brightened e dull
evening. I am indcbted to Brother Ben Thiter for his

eriticism of my sxticle in the Febmery issue, but think he
would hsve been wiser to have reflected more before resching
for pen end peper.

Contrary to his statement, I do not dislike the Hamilton
papers end have every edmiration for these stories which I firgt
reed in the "Boys Hereld","Boys Reelm", "pPluck" snd from the
first numbers of the ngem" ond "Magnet" up to 1914. But unlikd
perfervid members of the Hemilton clen I do not blind myself tqg
the sterling merits of other papers znd the suthors that greced|
them end, if in Brother Ben's opinion this constitutes an anti
Pemilton ocomplex then I om most profoundly unrepentrnt.

Regerding the elleged "usurl dig et Homiltoniz", if it is
my quototion from Berry Ono to which he objects thon I czn only
refer him to Bernsteple Cemetery. v/e ere ovidently in egreement
on the subject of commercislisotion in the hobby but is it not
o foct thet this is largely due to Press publicity ~hich boosted
prices, crested felse values and geve undue prominence to the
Bunter sngle. On the credit side it must be admited that many
new collectors were sttrocted to the hobby from young fellows
who missed their "Megnet" to older men who in sdolescence had
gornered ond subsequently squendered piles of pepers snd suc—
cumbed to ¢ nostrlgic urge to collect agein. Towerds the end

oftzhg wer EHyﬂol‘i‘?% cgllictzi wrote me snent the need for more
articles on Ha ¢ in e "Collegtor's Miscell " with
SEEeR ey TTperied SBeRRenty OERE Belvaty SR [T Tomle

the thought thet the London Club might consider chenging its nEme'

gordinlly yours, JOHN MEDCRUET
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THE ROUND TABIE. :
Since the very first issue of the C.D.

T have been wondering vhy, seeing there are so many Sexton
Blake enthusiasts, my correspondence has been so small. At
times I have had quite a fow letters, but mostly it has been
necessary to insert a little paragraph asking for remarks
and contributionse 411 this has been altered by the mere
inclusion of one small feature in tho liorch "Blakiana'e T
rofer, of coursc, te "A Job for Pedro" with it's plca for
information on n mysterious chuaracter called Lestrades A
chowor of lottors from all ports of the country have left

no doubt in my mind os to vho Leostrade was, in fact I was
surprisod st the tonc of some of those letters. It vas as
if T had boon guilty of something much more than a- loss of
memory, and bolicve me frionds it VAS just that, for, vhon
Blakinna copy was received by friend Herbert in York he
immodiately vrote me and suggestod that we might cut out the
roferonces to Lostrade « I told him thot I did not think
this wns nocossary ond that it would be intorosting to scc
how many reactod to the roquosta Horbort vms right as
usunl, but I yms not disappeimted, for I ¢ ortainly had the
roactionse Even so I would like to point out that T am
ossombinlly a devotoo of Sexton Bluke and NOT Sherloclk
Holmese It is voors ngo since I read Holmos and must confo
+hot in the swell of fictional dotcetives from all the wony
authors I quite forgot Lostrados T would ramind thosc very
cnustic critics that the fomous Jemos Agnto onco asked vho
Billy Bumtor tms? Vo worc mmazod ot this statonent y but
wo should have reucmbered thot Ageto had spomt his lifo in
donling with other types of 1itoraturc, and vhile I =a not
trying to oxcuse mysclf for my lapso of mcmory I do ask you
211 to remaibor that, and ap»ly it to your Editors Had T
the spacc I would 1iko toinscrt some of tho reom ks from
1otters received but I om afraid thot wo hove to 0coROLILS0,
unloss T might bo oble to squoozc ono or tvo in ot tho ond
of this nurbor, Chocric for nowe

He LIAURICE BOMDe
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cAl I HELP YOU by Loonard Poclione

Recontly 1 took an afternoon off ond paid a visit to tha
Tloctvey Housce Hero, I found the AP« librarian wmost holp-
ful ond obligings liy roquest was for somo missing U.Je titds
and vhen I oxplained vho I was, tho filc copics of many of
tho oarly volumos worc spocdily placed ot my disposale I
any thoroforc, happy to say thot in nddition to cuending sind
titlos vhich wero incorroet according to ny rocords, I em oy
have a conplcto and correct list of ovory U.J. from 1903 to
tho onde  Should any of "our clan" wish to corploto their
rocords I sholl be only too vlocsed and would ask than to Lot
ne have scrinl nunbers of theso titlos required.

L.P

L et kit et dal Sablat bat al ek tab tat el lad el bl el S

0 (SRS
Up to tho tine of going to pross only FIVE cntrics have

beon rocoived for tho voting coupotition amocuncdd in our
larch mmbere The cditor hos thoreforo decided to oxgt ond
tho combest for ancther nonth and crnestly aske ALL Bk ko
fans to subnit an + Addross your cntrios to 'The
Editor" Blokiana, 10 Eyw Uon, Rhivbinm, Ca diff. The final
closing doto will nov be Saturday April 2lst 1951.
e e e e T T T T e T e T T T T e e e e T e T e g gt e
I " d A11igon

In a lottor reccived the other day, Jin Hepburn of Blyth
soys,™in rycpinion, the 8.B.L. has now roached on adult stage
and T frankly think thot.very fov boys vill rond it in it's
proscert forme"  This poimt of wvicw is corrobornted by uy boul
sellor ullo disposcs of soue 200 ecopics per tionthe He tolls iie
hat riost of hi s custonors core over 30 ad o good proportion
above 40s Of courso, ono usuully caic to Blako 16ll into
onc's toens, but I do think that the prosomt scrics could do
with o 1ittlc norc of the old nclodranne The prosomt run of
mho=-dun-its" sonetfmos gots a bit tirings How onc longs for
» pagtor eriminal like Kestrcl, Uhldo or Zonithe Thon such,
characters challongod Bloke and Tinkor to o duel of vits one
just could net put tho book dovme

Calie
kb ab et et dnb e Sal et del it ol bl ol
COMITNGY ” o ) ’ ’
'Tn tho Country of tho Blind® by Tom Hopnortone

One ¢f tho bost short articles over to appoar in Plilionae
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THE IEATH OF SEXTON BLAKE by Wilfred Darwine

As a Tulo, fictional dotectivos as good and as popular
as Soxton Blako nover diee Instoad, thoy just go on and on
for yoars and years until thoy are as old as Licthusclahe

Yot, on onc novor to be forgotton occasion Dlake did dic,
or ot loast so tho ncuspopors stateds

Noodloss to say it causod a sonmtion, not only in London
his nativo city, but throughout tho wvholo civilisod wrld,
vhorevoor the nomie of the great detoctive wms known and
roveorcde

ugplagh™ Page of “The Dnily Radio, vho had known Bloke
intinatoly, had tho painful task of writing his obituorye
Tinker and Dotoctive Inspoctor Coutts of Scotland Yard
attondod tho funcral, but vho or vhat thoy buried on that
solaon occasion it cortainly wasn't Blike, for he rceovaoroeds

Tho groat crininclogist's roturn to active 1ifo caused a
groator sonsation cven than his dooth, and certainly soue
nisgivings to a cortein gang of crininalse

The full story of Blako's untincly “ond™ was teld in Udde
Noe 1235 "Tho Cnllows iystery® It wmas one of a sorice by
the loto Gwyn Evone and foatured, apart from Blake, Tinkor
and "Splash™ Pago, Ruff Hanson, the dynande Anoricen twe
gun slouth, ond tho "Doubke Four"e Tho lad noaics wore a
fornidable group of super crinincls vhose synbol was an
ivory douine vith oight spots, and consistod of oipght nombar

Their loader, ‘ho eallod hinsolf tho "Ace" wus the nost
agtounding crininal of cll time, for he s, in roality,
King Korl, roigning nonarch of Sorbovia, o suall state in
the Balkans. This scoundrel, because of his Royal- position|
onjoycd an irmunity fren the laow unparaelled in erininal
mstorye The rwst of tho gand wore not so fortunate
bocuso for at loast half of thon found thmsclvos behind

. prison bars early in the compaigne Tvo vho voro thus

sonfined woroc Doctor Gaston Lonoiry o brilliamt but oor—
vortod gonius and Gold Brick Dan, one of the cloverost
confidence mon in the bud nosse

Evory nonber of the "Bouble Four® wms a spoeialist in hig
owm oprticulor lince They consisted of Searlattl, a stage
i1lusionigte Lou Tarramt a faiale imporsonator, loto of
vaudovillo, Tiny Tony a cireus nidget with tho £ eo and
ponoral apnearcnee of o ¢hild, but vith the groin and




~122-

- o ran, Sormson o circus ktrong pan, and GCorfax
g:g\:gr:sag: of o hoblarmn and on export safo hroc.kt.)r.‘

Despito the fact that the Deuble Four h.z‘:d roccived rany
sctbacks, and had boon deprived of ‘two‘of its nost valuahle
nanbers it still continued to be a sorious rienace to swciutq
and Sexton Bloko was detormined to vipe it outs

On the othor hond the Double Four seauoed to have sirdlar
idens vith rogird teo Elakese A tolegrm wnis sent to tho
dotoctive supposcdly to have coue from Handforth Prison
whore Philip Carowv, ox Naval Attacho to Sorbovic was boing
hold on a charge ofuurders The ran vas accused of killing
Hugo Channing o nonoylendor and Blockiailers The scmtanco
of demth vould alroady have been earricd out but for tho
astounding fact that onc the norning fixed for the oxecutin
Channings body vms found on the gnllews in the oxocution
shod, still quite vmrm, hoving dicd quite recontly fronm
gtransulotions In thc dead nan's pocket ns o eard bo Tring
he fanilior ivory doudno with the oidht spots, the symbol
of the Double Fours This wmaz tho wanzing rystory upon vhich
Soxton Bloke vns enggged right up to the timg of his
supposed doothe

Ceineiding vith tho dispoatch of the fake tologron,
Searlatti, onc of tho Doublc Four's most dangerous cnd
unscrupulous naibers, wns sont to Bokor Stroot disguised as
a Bblind nogmre s Bloke stepred fron hisfremt door onm 4o
the navonent ho collidod rothor honvily vith the suposed
nendicante Tho disguisod eriminal corried a skigk in the
end of vhieh vns conconlod a hypodormic nocdle churged -ith
o dondly poisone As he stagporo! awy from Hlake he gtabbad
$his ipto the dotcotive's foots Sexton Elake, complctoly
wararoe of the significanco of the vholo inecidomt droppod
tho mn helf o crowm, nuttorod cn spolopy and passed on to
hig toxi.

On arrival ot the prison Tinkor wus tho first +o open
the car Joor and ho stagrored back horrificd at the eirhit of
his belovod guvBnor lying froce dovmvmrds on tho flocre A
doctor tos cnllod quiekly and after an exanination solaunly
doel arod tha groat dotoetive to be deade  To quoto the
doctor's ovm weords in tho stery =-="iy pior 1nd, lr, Hloke
hos goncs His honrt hios cersed %o beat e

But Sexton Bleke, liko tho supcrusn he is,
He s earricd into tho prison hiespital, vhore, throush the
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help of a povorfd henrt stirulont, earofully adninistero 4,
he quiekly rec.vereds

The report in the novspupors anl the funeral -ms all
part of o micterly plen to put the Double Four ofi' their
cunrd and mko then think that their nost formidable foo
would treublo them 20 toros But groctor trouble than
ever Blake had bocm s piling up for tho King Crooke

Serbovic 1ms in revolts Tho comon pooplo, driven
boyond endur-nco by their imtolerable conditions and the
apathy of the Governmiont hed risen as ono rane

Orloy astlle, rosidence of larl's cneck ors for contirics
wes bombuded by the rebel argy =b Corfax Creve and Tiny TRis
Tony perishod in the ruinse

The "Aco™ ond the other survivers hold out for c vhilo,
but finally mve in »nd vero capruscd by Blokes

REVIETS by Gorold 4113 son.

Tho Soxton Dlcoke Librarye 3rd Scrics.
ilos 233. Another corpliented wixture by tho autler
of ™hen tho Jury Disagrocd® with the soue stoek cliaracters,
ineluding nnother of these horrible dse-cracking laloge
after o prouising stirt the tale loses all srip =nd buca:cs
quito unronl. '"The iiystory of the Now Tenont§ by John
lurbers {malinoated Press 7d),
Vce 234, 4 meod seionmtifie nurder wystory with Bloke
Tinkor and Gllef Inspuctor Coutts tomed upe The

~ing on illieit lovo-affair suerct,
tustifinblose  Anyhor the story ns o
Vlessing) end Biko handled things quite wolla
s enc ol the kind in -hich the rouder knows the

ty of the nurderor frow the sturt, wnd vatehos -dth
imterest the povers of Justiec potting "wormer! and
"rmmior"s  Recsiiendoles "Phe Cass of the Green Coravan's
- e d™ e Eaal bl Al bl Sl Sal bl L Bl Sl tal el Sl al Tk ok Sl Sl il 2l
iiotes  SeBele lioe 234 revicied nltove "mg by Rex Hoar dingoee

e e e e e e e e e T g g T g g™ g g e e e T e e e e 4 ]

Tho

TIOSE TITLES LRE ToHAITS.
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BLAKE TiOUGL TIL YEIRS (eontinucd) WALTER 1ZBBe
e e T Tt St ot et hel it bt et bl el al el t aak
whon Tdward Terry openvd Torry's Thectre in the 1880's
one of the nost succcs:ful ploys wvitnossed thero vas Ae We
Pincro's doneostic drama in three asts "Sweot Lavondor's Tha
nene of Arthur S Hordy is not te be found mrmongst the Lonlod
cast, vhich vns compriscd of West Emd actors, including thi
forous Lirs Brondon Thonas; it was then Edvard Terry womb o1
his long browvineinl tours thot Hrdy Joimed the eorpony. .ad
it is imtorosting oo, to record the fuet thot lerly oter
adopbed as o nen—de—plwrie the nane of the character he por—
troyed in "Syoot Lavendor® wms back in 1888, tho your in
vhicl Juli: Medilscn muide her very first apiovrence on the
Londen stagee The mie of the churaoter wus Claiont Haolo,
rnd realcers of tho Nelson Loc Librory will orobably roeidl
on oxcollont sorial that appeared in their fovourite pujper
Curing the first Jorld ar, which Unrly <rote unlor thot
nanes antitled "In Tho Grip of the Huns"  Undor his rael
naro Hurgy srote vory littley and T enn only rocall tieo ir
stonees in ~hich he used its  Onc of thoso cecnsions -
vhon he vrebs o serial for ‘tho. "Lingot" ( or Leybo it vus
"The Gen®) centitled "The Rod Faleon™ published about 1930
ond lotor roprinted in tho B.FuLe 4d Library (Mo, 402) in
Octobor 1933, ° The other titlec was "Donth V1 ley Duffyw
roprivted in tho BeFule (Nos 479) in lioy 1935, 5wt to ot
back te tho yerr 1888 for o nmouonts . Another interosting
foet is that the part of Clenert Holo vhen playold on the oot
End stoge “ns token by Bornard Gould vho vms netuclly Sir, J.
Bornard Pattridge the colebrated srtist of “Punch® -ho nlso
did meny 2rovings of Xrvine nnd othor nctorse It vowld Mo
out ofplace horc to go into dotnils of Arthur S, Hordy's
early Blake storoos, for thoy beleng to o littlo loter poriad
so I will +dthhold ry corrionts until $he oporopricstc tincs

I eannot eny for gertain in vhiich issuc of tho U.J. this
ropular Victorinn writer omme rindo his first cprearaneo; bub
ty records toll o thot one of his omrliost op-oaranses on
the U.Jde stope wns in 1898 (Wos 236 ntod 29-13-51)
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