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For Bale
\\\:%\.hx& \\‘371
MAGNETS AND GEMS from 1917- \N

1940, almost complete runs
DEE‘.ADNOUG-HTb 159 copies cemp;l_ete get s
NELSON LEES, 1917-1933 ..
UNION JACKS about 300 numbers betwaen 1100—1500 %
PENNY POPULAR & POPUIARS from 1912-31.Fair quantlty
of these.. .e e
GEEYFRTARS HERALBS l-lB 1915—1916 R 5
YOUNG BRITATN, 1—74 1919-1921 e i - .
DETECTIVE WEEKDY Complete set. 5% i o Wi
HOLIDAY ANNUALS, 1927-1940 . .
SCHOQL FRIENDS ANIIUALS 1§27—1941 e
LOOSE COPIES of bchog; Frlendg Schoolglrla Own I_r.L
Schooldays, etc. ” - 5 e . .e
MARVELS, from 1893-1910 . N - e
CHEER BOYS CHEER, 1912-191%. 68 copies .. i

ROCKET, first 12 copies .. - .
TRIIMPH, 200 copies, 1924 onwarda e .e
BOYS MAGAZINE, 1922, first 76 copies ..
RANGER, 1931, first 84 copies. i
BUF‘FALO BILL, 50 copies, 1915 onwards ..
GREYFRIARS HERA_LD, 2nd Series, 1919-1922, 80 coples
7120 COPIsSS OF VARIOUS COMICS isd.betwn. 1893 1915 ..
BOYS REAIM, FOOTBALL & SPORTS. 1908. Nos. 1-26 P
PALS, 1-16. i e aw ey ww wa e e
ROCIG:;T 1-10 .. e o .s .a .s T
100 Chlne‘ Chings Own, Gentlemen of England, Boys'
“Comic Journal Bad Boys Papers, etc. .. s e
SEVERAL COPIES School & S ort.. . Sio is ai
COLIECTQRS DJ.GEST MONTHLY , e . o wie
COLLECTORS DIGEST A ALS l 2 3, 4 .. W is
COLLECTORS MISCELIANY, Varioue: 50 Nos. from 1931-
1950. All different, almoat complete Tun i i

sos e
.

All Enquiries to:

W. MARTIN

93, HILLSIDE, Y
STONEORIDGE PARK 4.%7.40.
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ey 1951
Editor, Miscelleneous Section
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchange,
¢/o Central Registry, Northern Commend, York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHATIR:
Thet Seerch for a Neme: When I had reed Mr. Wheeler Dryden's
erticle published last month, I was torn between admirstion for
/his obviocus sincerity end an uneesy feeling thet his views
would not be accepteble to the majority of collectors. This
wos confirmed when opinions ceme in following publication of
the Merch number. Anywey, despite pressure on spece,
ir. Dryden is entitled to e courteous reply and I meke mno
epology if I summerise opinion oh this side 2t some lengthy
end slso publish just one or two of the meny letters in the
correspondence column.

Well, quickly ceme the criticiem that "Collecting
Juvenile Litersture" wes not e neme but » stetement, or phresc
expleining our motive, just as " ollecting Cigorettc Cards"is
understood to explein the purpose of & Certophilist.

One cen slso get a topical illustretion from ocur recent
census. It is suggested that the tredesmen at the cormer
shop, filling in his form the other Sundey evening, would not
describe himself =s "Selling Grocery Goods" but just - "Grover'
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In the seme way it is thet ept - illusive - onc word namc we
are sfter — end puzzling our brains &ver.

Then, that part of cur activitics - "The 0ld Boy's Look
Club". Jir. Dryden suggests that it is wrongly named because
we have boys in their teens snd ladies as members. . Well, it
is true we have, but I would pcint out thst sll schools worthy
of the name have "01d Boys' Asscciations", and to then tcen-sge
boys as wcll es thelr grendfsthers are eligible as members.
But where we sre concerned it is the books thet esre old, not
necesserily the members. To be strictly torrect the nsme
should be "Boys' 0ld Books Club". I cemnot see our members
seying thet, however. The double plurel would bs & stumbling
block to sey the leest, end to be honest very few people soesk
P.:.C. English. Most ere guilty of contradictions, twisting
of phrases and locel dialect. One sneaks of scmething being
nerightfully gocd" or somcone being Yewfully nice'. A sub-
editor tells you ince headline "Girl Found Dead in & Ditch"
and revesls in the text that the vietim was 39. Te say
nan W.P." when sccording to the rules of grammer e should notl,
and sc on. To give 2 further example, printers cell the metali-
topped table on which the psgos ere made up, the "gtone". It
used to be made of stone, but probebly not in the memory of
eny present member of the craft. Labels heve a habit of
sticking, however, (as "penny dreadful" snd "ploods" in our
little w rld), nc matter how inesppliceble.

All this to suggest that no metter how we tried to change
it, we should find slipping from our tonges "The 0ld Boys!'
Book Club", =nd I do nct really think our ledy members will
mind being ssscciated with it in these dsys when membars of
their sex teke em sctive part in football effeirs. Ir.Drydon
suggests enother encmely bocouse youthful members collect
present-dey woeklics. Honestly, I do not think this is sot
they ere worthy sons of their fethers end prefer the literaturq
of the ycers thet ere gone.

pr. Dryden m:kes some interesting suggestions regarding
naming local clubs. Frenkly, hz rather flatters usj he
visuplises our movement boing bigger then it reelly is. ™ie
ere eiming for o day when we shall have s Yorkshire branch
;;E a lenceshire one, in feect, scores of brenches not only
here but oversees. But the time is not yct. For thec preseny,
South Coast cnthusiests are henpy to trevel to London for o
meeting =nd the Lencashire 1ngss, Cheshire hums, Durhem
devotces end others in the north come cheerily to Leeds.
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Then, rir. Dryden puts the peser - "hat is e book?" 7ell,
tnet is rether ¢ tough cne,but I shcull sey ot ¢ venture
"Anything with & cover". A Penguin, for instance. Thus, in
cur line of country we could designate 2 Magnet s book, but
nct the old "Boys' Friend". But herc sgein, we are ept to
take the line of least resistance end place them all in the
seme category, pcriodicels, megazines, journels, weeklies,
juvenile litersture - bucks. Nevertheless, even if we do not
egree with Mir. Dryden, we feel highly honoured thet he should
from efsr take sc much interest in our sctivities end go to so
much trouble in en endeevour tc help.

How & werd or two ebout the competition generally. To be
cendid, sc fer as entrics were concerned it was & complete
flop, for the total could be counted on the fingers f one
hand. The efforts were crediteble, but did not quite "get
there". iiaybe we were expecting tco much, snd that it is
elmost impossible to coin ¢ word which would show clerrly to
the uninitisted whet we stend for.

anywey, ofter cereful considerrtion, we thought the best
thing tc do was to have rnother competition on different lines
with free entry for those who hed mede #n attempt in this ill-
feted one. Keg. Hudscn, whilst keeping the £1 in his pocket
for the time being, hes got en excellent idesr; one thet I
think will eppeel to the greet mejority.

This new competition will be ennounced as soon £s the
"heats" in the "ilcgnet Series" comoetitions have been com—
pleted.

lieenwhile we remnsin unchristened!

+ 4+ 4+

Thet Eighteenpennorth: %iell, it's on. the cover this
month - _1£é. Durin: the prst four yeers there had boen times
when it seemed it had to be, but we menaged to svoid it.
Kowever, that sensationsl incrsase in cost of paper now mckes
it ineviteble, #nd no sconer had we got that settled then came
enother blow, the enmcuncement of 2 50 per cent incresse in
printed peper postel rete. Well, we shell have to stend thet.
Reeders cen hels if they pey their subs promptly. The grest
majority do, but there sre # few who do give me 2 little
heerteche, meybe through o little forgetfulness then enything
else.

Ahnywey, I shculd like tc sey how encouraging it hos been
to read thc dozens of letters ssying in effect, "Don't worry
rbout the inereese. I'm not. The C.D's worth covery penmy of i

.
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Brevo! BPirmingham! Since our last issuc things hove
been heppening in Birminghem end no misteke. On April 5th
there eppeered in the "Birminghem ieil" en account of an
interview with Jeck Corbett, steunch Femiltonian of meny years
stending. together with £ photogreph of himself end son Ien.
The erticles, after giving an account of his collection end
views, soid Jeck wes snxious to stert z Club ond ssked anyone
interested to write him at 49 Glyn Foarm toad, Quinton. The
rusponse was promot #nd most gretifying, for he received
wiothin » day or two sbout thirty letters. A room wes engaged
end ¢ meeting wss held on Mondey, spril 16th, with twenty-four
enthusiasts present. A report appeered in the "Meil" the
following evening, :nd & picture. It was stated that the
officiel title would be The 0ld Boys' Book Club Midlend
Section. 4 secretery wes appointed - Mr. P. Mellor,

19 Collingwood Drivc, Greet Berr, Birminghem. S0 much vas
the meeting enjoyed that enother one is to be held before the
end of the month. Th-t is more, 2 dimmer will be held
shortly. Thet's ell guick work, if you like.

Jack Corbett wishes to emphesisc thet collectors of eny
¥ind of boys' books ere wclcomes end gives e cordiel invitetioy
to enyone in the district interested to get in touch with him
or lir. liellor.

(Just efter I had written this T rececived ¢ report from

yir. Hellor. It sppeers on enother pegs.)
+ + +
.nother [ enteds ipropos our seerch for @ nsme, I

sce the Ticket end Fore Collection Society (collectors of
POSSENEET tickets) wiikh 70 members, is looking for £ neme.
The members ere considering “"peridromophilists". FPhewl
+ + +
4 word of Heproof- 1 zm getting soms compleints that
som: mmbers of the circle ignore letters requesting # reply on
some point even when # s.6.e. is ciclosed, and occasionslly
the even more serious compleint that someone hes friled to
fulfil their part in ean exchenge trensection. If snyone
feels » little guilty, well, just grab hold of nen and paper,
won't you?
+ + +
The Exhibition on Tour in the North: as & result of
the success of the exhibition of old boys' books ot Newcastle,
Geteshesd hos expressed e desire to follow suit, and Serr—
borough krs elresdy booked r fortnizht in October.
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Cin you interest your locrl Librerisrn end bring more
honour to our hobby?

+ o+ o+
1t Hepponed in 1951t Brian Honeysett rdvertised recently
in kxchenge & Mart. In resoonse he got an offer of 280

Megnets in mint condition, rt FOURPENCE ench. tloreover, when
sending them from London, the owner seid he hoped Brisn would
not think he wes overcherging! Brien's opinion wes more theon
¢ Gromyko "No'".

+ o+

tiell, I think cnough h&s been seid for this month by
Yours sincerely,
FRBERT LICKENBY .

P.S. Paper shortage? Heart-bresking incresse in cost
of semc! And here's my desk piled with copy clemouring to
get into this issue. Oh, heng it there's nothing slse for it.
32 peges rgein, end I'1l fece the reckoning when it comes.

THE _ATU.LL
pPresent Stete of the Poll

1. The Popular Populfr ......... s-.e. 203
2. .n amezing Peir  sisiseens 199
3. Th:s Bounder of Greyfriars ......... 175
4. wis< znd Full of the Boys' Friend.. 163
5. Lionogreph on the Criminsls'
Confederstion... 146
6. Whet uight Heve BeEn scusesereascres 143
7
8

. 1tookwood RGVIEW .eeverresssnsnensns 159
. Serirls from Victorisn Pepoers ..... 107
Voting pepers are coming in more slowly now, but it will
be scen thet the “ilonograph" hes moved up @ step, whilst
"The Popular Populer" has slightly incressed its lead.

FOR S.IE. "'mgnets" Nos. 1170, 1171, 1174, 1175, 1176, 1178,
1179, 1182, 1183 1184, 1185, 1186, 1189, 1191, 1192, 1193,
1194, 1195, 35/6d. the lot plus postage. ..lso: ng.3.0M5"
(Greyfriars) Wos. 307, 310, 516. 367, 370, 407, 410, 1/6 eech
%. W. Cox, 29 Cerisbrooke Drive, Eitterne, Southermnton.
WINTED: C. D. .nnu-ls 1937, 1948, 1949, 1950. Bill Mertin,
9% pillside, Stoncbridge Perk, London, H.7.l0.
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(iiote.— This very interssting - end provocetive - opinion of
J. N. Pentelow as ¢ writer of St.Jim's e#nd CGreyfriors stories
comes from r new contributor to our pages, .5.F. Jones, The
High School, Penrith, New South "=les. Admirers of Pentelow
may not egree with hig, but it will be generslly admitted thet
he knows his subject end that hc gives some velusble hints on
how to tell a Pentelow story. And we have enother one on
hand from lMr. Jones concerning Clive R. Fenn in the seme role.
Tt will appeer next month. — H.L.)

Pcntelow 2 en Imitator of Cherles Hemilton

. N. Pentelow wes admirrble as a biogrevher of St.Jim's
snd Greyfriers. To e reelly penetrating snslysis of cheracter)
he rdded veilusble notices of the esrlier stories of the master
ond wrote with =n enthusissm and skill thet proclaimed the lovef.

is en imitetor of Hamilton, however, he was o failure. He
1scked Hemilton's matchless sense of style, his effortless
smoothness end his power to suggest cheracter rather thon to
dwell upon it with minute deteil. In eddition he committed
other serious blunders which betrayed him immedistely as the
poor substitute.

First his cherecturizrtioh. This interests him cbove
all clse. He loves to toll you everything he knows or imeginep
he knows. He is ewere, for instence, that Blrke is the best
wrestler in the Fourth, thet Mcllish is groedy with food, that
Fotty Wynn hes bluc eyes, that "Cutts ~nd his friends will teske
up » fag soon.r then they will e chep in the Shell znd Fourth"
and so on.

Pentelow lovis sentiment, much of it the rather werk kind
gcen in "The Hill". In 1921 Cerdew centhusissts were troeted
to r special number festuring thot voletile youth in » story
that enabled Pontelow to indulge this love of his to “he utmost|.
Roche mekes e weger with Cerdew taat Cerdew's deliberrte silenc
will ceuse & rift in No.9, & most un-Hemiltonien ides, I think,
ond suiteble only for ¢ girl's paper. Incidentally, it may be
noted thet the story wes by on imitetor of Clifford, the back
pege portreit by smimitrtor of R. J. Mecdonsld or Reymolds end
the erticles on Cordew probobly both by the writer of the storyl
You would think thot the special occasion would h=ve cerlled
forth something genuine!

This sentiment finds its naturel ocutcome in such stories
o3 "A Very Gellent Gentlemen" and the "Tillesly" serics of the
Megnet.  In both thesec desth itsclf trkes ¢ hond, Such ¢
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tregedy docs not mutter so much, of course, in the latier story,
since only Pentelow's crections ere concerned. In "A Very
Gellont Gentlemen", however, he ruthlessly prsses sentence of
deeth on one of Homilton's own crertions, Arthur Courtney! This
is sentiment with & vengeence!l

Besides sentiment, too serious an occupation with characten
cen sometimes produce cericeture or ot leest over-emphasis.
pentelow's Lowther, for instence, cen talk like this: "Your
coursge expended, but no sooner wes the pressure stopped end .thyg
contraction thereby removed, than there was o distinet contrac-
tion of your courage." Thc seme kind of telk is sometimes put
into the mouth of Cerdew to show Cerdew's flippancy! You see
the result of this exsggerstion — it turns the humorist and
mocker into the merely boring pedant and is reslly = mis-
representetion. .8 en exemple of this misrepresentation it eyl
be recelled that the Wingete of "Cepped for Greyfriers" sctuelly|
drops his g's!

Wwith 211 his knowledge Pentelow sppeers to disregerd
Hemilton's use of names. Thus we ere amezed to hear the Toff
somotimes cclled "Reggie Telbot", Cerdew sddressed by bis study—
metes as "Relph", Loder o8 "Gerry" end Gilmore os "Gil". Such
things spring from Pentelow's enthusiesm for 21l Hemilton's
characters — the horshhess of even the worst types he 1s pre-
pered to smooth and humenize with nrmes like these. They ere
on 011 fours with such errors ss the sttribution of "e nervous
little giggle" to D'Arcy in "Perker the Prodigal", snd ruinous
to Hemilton's cheracters. Hemilton's prectico in respect of
nemes may be noted. In goneral he is less effusive. 'We heer
of “"Gussy", "Figgy", "Tommy", but never do we hesr of Blcke os
nInck" or Herries os "George" even from the mouths of his most
intimote friends. I doubt whether Monners is cddressed es
"Harry" by Tom Merry, except, of course, when the results of his
somewhat irritable temper cgll the potient Tom more closely to
his side. Another imitetor — not Pentelow this time - hns one
of the boys spesking of "The Terrible Three" - thot is what the
puthor crlls them, not the charscters themselves. Another
objectioneble thing sbout Pentelow's nemes is the use of such
torms ns "Gustavus" (rere in Hemilton), "Brggibus" end
"pignecious" (this lost applied to » certsin P.Ignetius Terker,
who under Pentelow's guidance entered end left St.Jim's in that |
yerr so vich in imitetions - 1917.

4 very curicus thing is Pentelow's elevation of less
gifted characters like Grundy. Grundy shines through every-
where, though eveb Pentelow cen't mrke him excel. Temple toc
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in thet absurd story "Canped for Greyfriars" is actually con-
sicered by Wingate 25 a cendidate for First Elcven Honours,
and Bolsover is told gently (this in 1924!) that if he is not
careful he will be scon getting the reputation of a bully!l
Truly, this is to kmow more than Hamilton!

It is rentelow's styl., above all, that botrays him.
Laboured, scmetimes pedantic, sometimes cobscure, it never
reaches the lightness, grace and sophistication of the master.
Note first his chapter beginnings. A4 rather long spsech
frequently setc the bhall rolling, something like this:-

*"There's "ingate! I say, Wharton, reelly, you know, you
ought to let me take my turn noxt. I'm sure it's to see my
form he's comel"!

Observe Hamilton: -

'mgmithy, old che

"ask next door!" suggested the Beunder.

"Oh, really, Smithy —'"*

There is e curicus weskness of exoression, strengely
unlike the masculine work of Hamilton - things like this:-

"Be mere gracious, siellish, if you know how,"
and this:i—

"Smithy might throw aside e disappointings bat, but 7illiam
George Bunter would not be too proud to sceept it." (notc
subjunctives. )

The ssme wealmess is scen in chapter endings. I zive two
examples:— "Bolsover had no such licence end was something of
a bully"; "H: might not be eble to help regretting that the
chance had not come his we,, but he had msde up his mind not
to be grudging.! Homilton's chepters end ss 2 rule with en
effective brevity end point & good climex likc the follotings—

""Oh my hatl"

"Bronxi"

ul4 wes the Chiesgo gengsterti's
I don't call the last one of Hamilton's bait exemples, but it
does show his skill in rounding off his cnds.

pentelow chows e tendency to vwrite pieces of convorseticn
in which the speekor's nemes are not given. Herez is en instan
The speakers sre¢ Bunter end Tingete }Minor:-

tYou mesn thot?"

wof course I mefn ittt  Did you ever hosr me say scmething
thet I do not awen?!

"Ity heerd you tell e lot of shcppers,Junter. So has
everybody. Put I recken 1t's <11 right if you're willing I
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should .o tc Smithy. S0 here's the cesh and I'11l take the bst
This device is used rarcly by Hamilton. And in hinm it never
has the harshncss it has in Pentelow.

To vary end lighten & style somewhat laboured, this
jmitator indulges in humour - the heavy, elephantine type as
secen in his Lowther and Cardew's speech. Here is some fun
supplied by his Eunter:-— "The trouble resolved itself inte a
disester. For as Bunter'sbags tightened - one does not
expect tightening of begs in & tumble backwards, but the fact
that Buntecr's snatomy wes unique must be considered - they gave
way " You will ncte that the clumsiness of exvression is
quite suited to the hesviness of the humour.

4s & further vsriation this imitator tries 2 classical
reference or twc. One story contains a quotation from Juvensl,
the 'Cacocthes sembende', ancther a jest on Caesar's well-
worn ssying: "veni, vidi, viei". The latter opens with s
request by Digbm for a Greek trensletion of the words "strong
pallisades". ‘o feel that P. wes not up tc quoting his Verzil,
as Hamilton does sc frequently.

Pentelow then wes no successful imitstor. Tith one hand
he conferrcd great benefits, with thc other he wrought greet
destruction. Lovers of Hamilton's storics will elweys be
grateful to him for his reelly fine work on the Gellsries, but
will find sn endless source of irritation in his belief that
he too could rivael the style of the grestest of all school story
writers.

S. F. Jcnes,
High School, Penrith, N.S.7.
Australis.

BILL MARTIN REGHETS: Much though I would like to grent inter-
views to my bundreds of clients I have tc regretfully decline
owing to the claims of my main business. DBy post, however,
your requirements shsll always have my prompt and ccurtecus
sttention, Bill Mertin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge Park,
London, N.%.1l0.

WANTED: Boys' Friend Libreries end Chempion 4d. Libraries.
Also Sexton Bl-ke Libraries. First Series 13, 233 Seccond
Sories 405, 407, 513, H.C.N. Price, 22 Northdown Read, Mergate
Kent.

FOk SAlE: Three Vols. B,0.P. 1905, 1908, 1912, or will exchangq
for similer papcrs. V. Jemiscn, Lisnecrec, Co.Dovm, Northern

Irelend.
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S ——— Hamilbonia

Ccnducted by Herbert Leckenby

ere you aweri thet way back in 1909 when Frenk Richerds
wes busy each week turning cut stories of St.Jim's end Grey-
frisre, he #es alsoc writing about o third school? The scheol
was Cliveden #nd the stories eppeered at frequent intervels in
the "Boys' Hereld". They were shorter then those in the Gem
end Megnet, of course, but they were in the true tradition and
eppeered under the suthor's reel neme.

Lesding lights were Lincoln G. Poindexter (from the lend
of Uncle Sem, of course), Micky Flynn end Dick Neville, known
es the Cliveden Combine end resident in Study 4. Their rivald
were Penkhurst #nd Price, the 0ld Firm. Other members of the
Fourth were Fish, the fat boy, and nothing like Fisher T.,
Gatty snd Greene. The captein of thelschool was Trevelyen.
Onc of the mesters was named Lenyen, and the villege ncarby
wes Clivedrle. -

The st.ries were illustrated by thet grand old-timer
Arthur Clerke. .

SKCOND THCUGHTS ON ROQL /00D

By Roger M. Jenkins

Rookwood hzs few supporters those days, ond this is hordly
surprisin; since the lest criginel story (e.xcept for ¢ hendful
written for Holidey fmmuels, ¢nd ¢ few post-wer ones) eppesred
in the Boys' Friend in 1926, the end of » continuous run which
hed begun eleven yurrs efrlier. . series of reprints in the
Populer end the Sehvolbuys! Own Iibrary helped to introduce
school to ¢ new generstion of reeders, but the cesurl eritic
might well be tompted to declere thet this artificirl cxtension
of its existence wes no true test of its populerity, since the
_melgemated Press ncver neid its suthors snything in respect
of reprinted work. In eny cese, Rookwood never had e paper
to itself; it wes alweys one of the mony serirls in the Boys'
Friend. Moreover, compered to Greyfrinrs and St.Jims it woes
£ nonentity - it hed no memcreble cherecters like Billy Bunter
or arthur augustus Dilrcy. 41l these criticisms contein &
germ of truth, but they src slsc 211 very misleading. Let us
exemine them cerefully.
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To begin with, it may be conridently esserted that Rookwood
was not quite the Cinderella sister of the three schools it
seemed toc be. Unlike Greyfriars #nd St.Jims, eech of which had
been founded in a seperats peper, Rookwood was implented into
the veteran Boys' Fricend in the middle of its long cercer. The
resson for this, it may be cotegoricelly steted, was thot the
Boys' Friend was in nced of e stimulont, and Mr. Hinton, the
cditor, quite correctly prescribed the remedy - o series of
stories by Cherles Hemilton sbout & new school.

Rookwood wes thus born of necessity, and had to face the
severe competition of the two other stories which hed been
founded by the same ruthor seversl yesrs esrlier. The.fact
thet it overceme this obstocle triumphantly is gquite remerksble,
if not unique. But the comperstively lote sppearance of Rcok-
wood geve it an edventege — the author had had seversl invelu-
able y- s experience, #nd wes now well versed in the ert of
writing school stories; the period of trial end error wes Over.
thus it is that the cherscters at Rcokwood, though not outstend-
ing, are in many weys more mature then their equivalents =t
Gruyfriers snd St.Jims. Dr. Holmes end Dr. Locke, for instancd,
were beings cut of this world — remote end dignified. Dr.Chisholf
on the other hand, was by no means the perfect headmester. His
hesty mcthods end rather sutocratic teuperament mede him real
end understandeble.  Agein, wherees Mr. Retcliff with his
snobbery end bad temper scemed too bed to be true, Mr.Menders
with his fussy monners end interfering disposition wes @ parfecy
exemple of the busybody we must all heve known et some tine.

But it wes of course Mr. Bootles who wes the mcst hmen eod
1likzeble of =1l the mestcrs at the three schools. It wea @
pity he lefi Rookwuod.

As with the meaters, mo it wes wilh the hoys. There Wers
few extremes of charscterisction ot Rookwood. Clerence Culty
(unlike Sklapole who wes conceived o8 o setire cn the early
Socielist) wes reelly emusing; Tubby Muffin had practically
none of Trimble's vnplessentiness and wes for more credible a
cherecter thom Bunter: end Gummer reng the bell in o way thet
¢rundy somehow never did.

Fut it wes the Fisticel Four who were reslly outstending,
glthotigh most peoplc scem to teke them for grrnted. Jimmy
Silver wes the epitome of philosophicel cheerfulncss — poles
epart fvom Herry Wharton, yes and Tom Merry fs well. As for
Lovell, well he was unigue in the Homilton schools - obsetinate,
blustering, perheps ¢ little slow in perccption, yet withel e
good sportsmen snd £ loyel member of the end study. He mede ¢
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splundid feil for Newcome's gentle sarcasm, Raby, the fourth
member cf the Co. was the quistest, but possessed of 2 certain
dogged nride thet more then once upset the spple cert. There
is no doubt that the characters of the Fisticel Fcur were more
finely drewn then those of the Terrible Three or the Famous
Five. Indecd, the subtlety of the delinestion often causes
it to be overlooked.

The most nleasing esncet of the Rookwood stories was
undoubtedly the stmosphere of cheerfulness that the stories
convey. The existence of two houses readily opened the door
for 2 certain smount of liveliness. but the Hcuse rags were
only incidental to the story, snd seldom formed the principel
theme es they did at St.Jims.

Pussibly the grestest ssset of Rcokweod wes that Charles
Hamilton wrote practically every story ebout Jirmy Silver & Co.
Lpart from & handful of imitstions in the new series of the
Penny Popular, it is difficult to find sny thet were nct by
his hend. The only dissdvantage wes that the stories were
on the short side, and consequently any long series compersble
to those running for a term or more in the later Ms mets weas
out of the question. This hed its compensations however, for
it cnabled the stories to be reprinted without editorial
pruning; one copy or the Schoolboys! Own Library, for instancej,
could casily comprise seven Rookwood stories from the Boys!'
Fricend.

After Hinton's time, Meurice Down edited the Boys' Friend,
but durin, the middle twenties changeé were made at Fleetway
House, @nd when Down ceesed tc edit the Boys' Friend, Charles
Hemilton decided thet he must in loyalty to his chief cease
writing for thet paper. The originel R.ookwood stories thus
ceme to sn sbrupt end ss £ result of this decision end the Boys|
Friend itself closed down twe yeers later. There con be littlp
doubt of the close commexion between the two evente.

Taken as & whole, the Ruokwood stories easily cutclessed
the Greyfriers and St.Jims ones. This may seem 2 strange
sssertion from someone wnc has rerd most of his Rookweod storiep
from reprints, but, it is submitted, es & general impression it
is nevertheless true. The Greyfriars juniors at times scemed
s little too scphi dticeted; and some of the 5t,Jims huroes
were & little tco high-minded: but the Fistical Four struck
e plessent note of easy ch .erfulness that endeers every reader
tu Rookwood et cnce. "Keep Smiling" was the motto thet Jimmy
Lilver elways evowedly acted upon, end it wes & maxim thet
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invarizbly h=ad its effect upon the reader. It is gratifying
to note that Mendevilles this summer are to give us £11 another
oppertunity to "Follow Uncle James".

THE PICK OF THE SHRIES. No. 6.

THE STALCEY SHRIES. (12 stories. ulegnet Wo. 1422-1433. ~
Published Summer 1935).

This series showed Frank Richards at his very best, which is

saying something. The theme of the doubles, Wharton and

Stacey, was most skilfully and convincingly handled, for the

cousins cculd only be mistaken one for the other when they werg

spart. The cricket etmosnhere was dulightful throughout.

A minor wcakness was perheps the fect that an experienced
men like Mr. Quelch should have turned ageinst Wherton under
such circumstences, but the menner in which the master of the
Remove gradually sized up Stecey wes e beeutiful pisce of
masterful writing.

i sli_htly teme ending, maybe, in that fine Megnet which
coried Chepmen's grend cover study of the Centain of the Removg.
But it wes g more true-tc-life finish then & thrilling rescue,
or scmething similar, cculd have been. Certoinly the Stacey
Series mist go down to posterity es one of the Megnet's finestq

THE BERTIE VIRNON STRIES. (11 stories. liegnet Nos.1631-1642
Summer, 1939).
This series slsc worked the Doubles theme, in ¢ cricket settind,
but, though it wee feirly satisfying, it wes fexr inferior to
the Stecey Scrics. This mey heve been due to the fect that
Smithy and V.rnon werc neither very stirective charscters in
this series, but it is my personel opinion thet, though the
plet wes good, the tales were not so well-written es the eerligr
series.

The Mo<net at this poricd wes cerrying very long Greyfriags
tales, end the extra length necessitated # gnod desl of perding.
This series was consequently burflened with an excess cf dielogye
snd some roether tedious end irrelevent situstions.
TOL MERRY'S DOUELL.

~ very similer plot to the lest mentioned series was _used
cbout 1914 in the Gem, in four stories w;:ichft:lg gf Egm Herry's

eggie Clevering. Tho very far-fetched, these

222&;8;911{‘68%9!159 znd full of in:‘a;l;est, end the finel t?ry
wgrcought to Book! wos € reel Gem. The scries wos re-printed
in the Gem, zbout 1934, but unskilful ebridging ruined them on
%ﬁis occogion.
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Thi TODDS.

In th. eerly Megnots, the tw Tudds were supposed to be
Doubles, “nd much humour was ocersione?! when Peter was misteken.
for 4Llonzo.  The double plen wes not used in later yuars,
however.

BUATZR.

In conclusion, while on the subject cf doubles, cne nust
not forget the series in which Billy r7d his cousin, Telly,
were doubles snd chunged schools,- Billy gracing the Gem, ahd
Tielly pretending t¢ be Billy et Greyfrisrs. This scries
|enpeered in 1918. Far beyond the bounds of credence, this
twin-series wos no mesterpiece, but it aade smusing reeling,
rnd there is no doubt that it occupies # warm corner in the
heerts of meny readers.

4. J. Southway (Scuth afrien) ssks the following questions|on

GREYFRI.RS LORE

HWote. the numbers in breckets indicete the numbers of the

MAGNET in which the cherrcters referred to enpasred )

1. Whet sre the christisn nomes cf the fellowing Greyfriars
scholers? Beneroft (6th), Sykes (6th) end Conrad (2nd).

2. Whot wes the resl neme of "Flip" of the Scecend Form
(1247-1254)%

3, Who wes Di. idervell?

4. Who wes the cousin of Jim arren (1440-1451) who ceme to
Greyfriers in his steed, and whot study did hc occupy?

5. Whet ere the christisn nemes of the following scholers ot
Higheliffe? Drury, Brdsby, lMcmson, Vevesour (Fcurth Form)
ond Benson.

. What studies did the following scholars occupy during their
brief stey 2t Greyfriers? (a) .dgernon Dec Tere (749-752);
(b) Jim Lee (781-784); (c) Hick ingel (819-823); (4) Richa

" C.mpton (906-909); (=) Richerd Drury (985-990); (£) _rthur
D Coste (1059-1067); (g) Julirn Delvarny (1126-1128);
h) Tdger C#ffyn (1404-1412); (i) Relph Stecey (1422-1433)
j) Gilbert Trecey (1599-1608); (k) Bertie Vernon (1631-
1642)s (1) Otto ven Tromp (1169-1174); (m) iric .ilmot
(1458-1460); (n) Putmen ven Duck (1471-1478)3 (o) Ckristopher
Clerence Gerboy (1078-1082).

7. Thot sre the christisn nomes of the following, #nd also whet

studies did they occupy whilst et Greyfrisrs? {'\S Pullivent

(1547-1554)3 (b) The Tillesby Twins (803-805); (c) Crum (1750~

1052); (d) Hewkdns (Fifth Form); (<) ilkinson (Upner Fourth).

[:4
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8. "hat particulsrs cen you give of eny new boys or masters
(Temporsry ) whe made eppesrsnce in the MAGNET prior to
No.5007?

iegnet Titles (. ontd.)

Nc.651, Bunter's Bluff; 652 (S) Dunter's Baby; 653 (S) The
Schoolboy Artist; 654 (S) A Bid for the Captaincy; 655 (S)
Archie Howell's Return; 656 (S) In Borrowed Plumes; 657 (8)
A False Hero; 658 (S) Loder's Luck; 659 (S) The Council of
hction; 660, The Schuolboy Cinems Sters; 661, Tingate's
Sacrifice; 662, Her Schoolboy Chum; 663, The Shado of Shamej
664, His Lest Coxd; 665 (S) Coker's Crazusy 666,(5) The Msn
from America; 667 (S) The Ceterpillar's Rest Cure; 668 (3)
Smithy's Defiance; 669 (S) Duping the Duffer; 670 (S) Up Ageingt
it; 671 (S) 4 son's Dilemms; 672 (S) Harry Yherton's Trust.

OLD BOYS' 30OK CLUL (Loné : Brench)

Gresowich Meeting Sumlay An:4il 15th

The advent of summer-time happily coincided with a very
good gathering on the meridian of Greenwich with the populsr
Wri_hts as hosts.

The proccedings were opened es customery by chairman Len
and what proved to be e very fine and interesting meeting
followed. The usual formalities were soon disposed c¢f and thenm
followed a discussion on the srrengements for the combined meet:
ing next month of the lerthern end London clubs ot Hume House.

The next item on the sgenda was the long article of Mr.
vheeler Dryden's and after lengthy discussion it was agreed top
keep the name of the London club as it is now.

Once more the club wes trested to & very good article by
patrick [fulhall, "The Rivel Rangers of Fleet Street" and read by
the doyen of the club, Arthur Lewson; this was greatly enjoyed
judging by the eppleuse st the end of the reeding. Chairmsn
Len suitebly thanked Wr.Lawson for his very good effort.

The result of the postel provincial members' quiz was then
ennounced. Overscas winner was Bill Gender with Jim Southway e
close second. Home winner wes Ted Cox, & very meritcrious
effort this, with Jeck VWood second, Bub Blythe third end Ron
Nichols fourth. The two winners will receive & copy cf "Fremk
Richerds' iutobiogrephy" es scon es it is published.

The very finec monthly quiz wes won by Len Packman, no
keeping him down, second Bob Tihiter, third Ien Whitmore snd
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myswlf. The trenks of 81l compctitors was sfforded to Cherlis
for his very fine effort in devising the quiz.

The question of having handicaps in the monthly quiz’
was deferred until the Junc meceting.

The sale snd exchange was very brisk and the spread thet
follcwed was groatly enjoyed and appreciated.

Wext meeting at Hume House, 136 Lordship Lane, East Dulwich,
London S.E.22 on Thit-Sunday, Mey 13th, 3.30 p.m. All members
and collectors are heertily welccmed to this great occasion
when the Northern club are coming to town to join in with us to
make a memcrable Festival of Britein double number meeting.

Attendsnce: Len, Josie end Eleanor Packmen, Charlie and
Olive Lright, arthur Lewson, Isn '/hitmore, Tony Bluden, A.Young
Jim Perratt, Reuben Godsave, Cliff Wellis, Frank and "in Keeling,
Eylton Flstmen, Ron and Marea Deacon, E.Reynolds, Harry Homer,
Bob and Ben hiter.

Eylton Flatmen asppears in the school classic film
wpom Erown's Schooldays."

BENJ.MIN G WHITER.

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB {Northern Section)
First innusl Genersl Meeting

The meeting .pril 14th, at 239 Fyde Park Road, wes &
perticularly interesting occasion, for it marked the first
birthdey of the Club. The chairmen's remerks therefore were
meinly & review of the events of the ycar, and a very pleassnt
and encoursging review it was. He recalled that suspicious
opening event, the Inaugursl Dinner with 13 members and friends
and Leonard Packmen ss guest. The membership.now stood et 60!
Come memories of the Leeds Exhibition which had csused a lot of
interest, end had brought us quite a number of members; end
thet great occasion, the Christmass Party, sn event which must
certeinly be an annusl one.

Our chairmen went on to psy & werm tribute to the herd
work of sccretery Norman Smith and treasurer-librarian Gerasld
Allison, asnd in that thoughtful way of his reminded the meeting
of the velued help of our first lady member, Vere Costes,
especially where the refreshments were concerned.

Sacretery and treasurer followed with treir reports.
Members had copies of the Balance Sheet which showed . cesh in
hend £2.1.84d. As the bocks in the library were estimsted to
be worth about £20, and there were no cutstending liabilities,
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f it was a.reed the position wes & very zratifying one.

The dete of the next meeting was then discussed. It was
dscided that it should be held on the second Saturdsy as ususl.
iday 12 (Vhit Seturdsy). Immediately following, those travelling
from Leeds would prepere for fhe eagerly looked forwsrd to
journey to the meeting of our London friends.

Followed the election of twe suditors. Charles Tophem and
albert Thomas were proposed, seconded and unanimously clected.

Then came the election of chairmsn, secretsry. tressurer
and librarian. Feeling sure of the wishes of the meeting I
proposed they be re-clected en bloc. I said the chairmen had
nresided with taect and judgment (especially at one critical
period), the books were in spple-pie order, the tressurer cculd
account for all the cash, snd the librery was flourishing. The
three were able to get in touch with esch other easily, an
important point, as hed bcen proved more than once during the
year.

Clifford Beardsell seconded snd the proposal wes cerried
with acclemation. ™ *
- I'teed n"letter I had received from Jack Corbett, of
Birminghem, in which he seid he was holding & meeting there
with ghe object of forming @ branch on Monday, the 16th. Our
secretary then reed 2 letter he proposed sending Mr. Corbett
with our cordisl wishes for a2 successful meeting.

attendance: Reg. Hudson, Normen Smith, Gerald ..llison,
Mr. Honeysett, sen. and Brien Honeysett (St.innes); Clifford
peardsell (Stcckport), Vers Costes, J. Breeze Bentley,
7,. Harrison, W. H. Willismson, Horece Twinhem, Cyril Hanks,
charles Topham 2nd friend, ilbert Thomes, S. F. irmitage,
Stenley Knight Devid Killingbecl, David Pullen and Herbert
Leckenby (Northern Section Correspondent).

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB (iidland Section)

Secretery: Peter Mellor,
19 Collingwcod Drive, Grest Barr,
Nr. Birmingham.

Deer lir. Leckenby,

I know you sre swere of the formation of our section of th
“GLUB", end our Cheirmen, lfr. Corbett, has informed me of your
kind end great interest in our effort and also of your interest
in such grend litereture ss i.c. that wes onée regularly pub-
lished by thet fine suthor, Charles Hemilton. In this lmow—
ledge I fael that one of my first pleesures es Seerztery should

» 2
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be to communicete with you end give you scme idea of how we
are progressing.

I was one of meny who hesrd of Mr. Corbett and his idea
of & Club 28 a result of the very fine write-up given tc seme
by the Birminghem lieil. “hen my friend and I errived at the
meeting we were pleasently surnrised to see twenty—-two others
in the room. For & first-ever gathering of this sort in this
eree 8 response of this megnitude is most encouraging. On the
Chairmen's table there was the cheery display of GEMS, M.GNETS
snd SCHOOLBOYS' (Wli's. These famous fewcurites lying there
for a1l to look st edded just thet 1little bit of something
needed to complete an stmosphere of joyful expectancy The
air was electric - cherged with the cbvious esgerness of #11
present (young 2nd 0ld) - tc do scmething; enything; that would
bring to the fore the fine spirit of life which wes so ever
present in the psges of those grand old papers we miss so much.

.t this first mceting we elected cur Chairmen,i'T. Corbett,
foreasurer Rev, .. Pound (vicar); The Secretery ¥r. P.Jiellor.
te had considerable discussion, meny suzgestions and some
refreshments brought by sn outside ceterer's concern. “Te
heve since mrde err-ngements to mect after April at the
International Institulbe, Birmin hem, where we cen get on the
spob vefreshuenis. Ib is anbticipeted thel our first meeting
here will be & Club Dinner to give us & good start un our
petivities. e ere, however, having s turther meeting in
Queen's College Chombers, Peredise Strzet, on .pril 30th.

The dete of our Civb Dianer is [ixed for ley 12th, #nd ~s
lctters from people ere still puring in we Are confident of 2
zocd crowd. .lso thors sre twelve peeple who hed written

(e, Corhaif, i did not <ot to car first mecting, which wes g
uity beesuse she 2irmivghen ¥eil pho togragned us and we hit
the front pege of the cerly cditions. Yes, sir, this Club is
off to 2 fip= siech, " heb messed round ab cur mocting ceme
b.ck with £4.19.0d. For cur expeuscs.

Yig rro going to be Lhe Joeding Glub in Ble couatry socn.
So pnll your stcks us, you other clubs.
wLWTED: Girls! megrzines, School Friend, Scheolgirls' Ovm
(weckly rnd monthly), Schoolgirl, Schoold:ys. flso Schoolgirl
Own .nnuals znd Cl.ff House .nnuals. .lsc Holidey _nnucls
for 1920, 1921, -1925. 1927, #nd 1928, fArthur J. Scuthway
P.0, Box 3, Besconsfield, Cepe Province, South .frice.
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THE NZISCH LIE COLUIMY
gonducted by hobert Dlythe
(.11 commnicetions from now on should be rddressed direct to
iobert Blythe, 46 Cerleton iwed, Holloway, 1.6. L.G.P.)

Yes, here is the news for which we heve 211 been weiting. Bobp
is now home and will be back on the "Column" as from next
menth. I sew him last wekk end em pleesed to sey thet he is
making e fine prosress and looks more like his old self. Noedt
less to sey e fine welcome sweits him when he turns up et the
next 0.B.B.C. meeting. Well, I heve done my best to keep the
N.lson Lee fleg flying, but I must edmit it will be nice to be
ablc to cpen the "C.D." without kmowing the contents of the
ngolumn” beforehand.

I heve been asked whet I consider to be the fincst serie
of Nelson Les storiss, end as it is of topicel interest to this
section of the "C.D." here is thc enswer. I have no hesiteti
in seying thet to my mind the first "Berring—out" serics (¥no
£6 the "Hunter the Hun" series) to be unsurpessed in the
St.Frenk's lifc of the Nelson Lee Library from lete 1917 on-
werd. I wcll remcmber, es s boy of twelve, how eagerly I
ewaited eech Wednssdey to resd the letest developments in thip
.rend little series which originally covered O0.5. Nos .148 to
157 inc., and which wes subsequently reprinted in the 3rd New
Series, Nos.9 tc 18 inc. Thuse of you who hrvch't.reed tho
series will be well edvised to do so. They ere quite easy to|
obtein in the reprint form end they sre not expensive. Should)
however, my choice s#lso cover the "straight detective" period),
I em just es decided on the "Eilsen Dare versus The Combine"
series. .. fine set of stories these, wherein, one by one,thope
who were responsible for the desth of Eileen's father were
brought to justice. They were, of course, written by E. S.
Brocks, end Eilcen Dere was undoustedly one of his finest
cheracters.

porheps Bob will permit me to wind up with e suggestion.|
How ebout more crticles end/or informetion concerning the
ngtreight detective" 1life of the old peper? Can we not heer
more sbout such os G.H.Teed's Bleck "jolf end Dr.Mortimer Crone,
and E.S.Brooks' Jim the Penmen, Prof .Zingreve (Groen Trianglg
and Circle of Terror) e#nd Eileen Dere,to neme but & few.

ER:S

BOYS #.G.ZLILS W.NTED: Number 332 cnwerds. -
1. Werwen, T6 Western Rosd, Rotherhem.
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BT TER BOX

(1) That's In i Neme ?
Deer Lditor,

.8 Mr. Dryden's srticle in the .pril "C.D." concerns the
01d Boys' Buok Club. perheps you will be zood snough to publish
this reply. In the first plece we fril to see how the title
n0ld Doys' Book Club" is inapproprirte or illugicel, for,
whilst it is true that thore were end nre # few publicstions
primerily for the ledies c.g. "School Friend", "Schecolgirls!'
own", "Schoolgirl" and "The Girls' Friend", they herdly warrant
a chenge of our title. Ieny boys snd present malc ccllectors
enjcyed these prpers elmost s much #s their own boys' prpcrs.
Gontreriwise, lady collectors prefer the boys' pepers #nd like
the title o8 it is. The adjective "old" is intended to cover
beth popers end collectors, for, seeing thet the grester propory’
tion of the latter sre HDULTS seeking OID pspers, they must,
logicelly, &s adults be cld Hoys. "lith regsrd to meciern
pepers snd younger collectors, it is the combined opihion of
the Club. thet with the possible exception of one publication,
end thet one is not very mocdern in-so-fer os its length of
existence, therc is no modern peper worth ccllecting, snd such
young folk whe do indulge in the hobby went old pepers.

Ta one particular, we sre in sgreement with Mr.Dryden,end
that is the rether embiguous word Book. We do feel thet as
these pericdicels were, in the mein, between paper covers, the
title is somewhet misleeding, snd es suggested by Mr.Dryden thel
rmetter wes fully discussed at the London meeting on Sundzy
Lpril 15th. The Northern Brench hes, of course, been ccnsulted|
on the metter and we ere informed by the secretsry thet thoir
views sre the same #8 ours. In ccnclusion, may we say that
whilst epprecieting Mr.Dryden's suggestions . eny further corres-—
pondence, so fer es 1t concerns the Old Boys' Eook Club, will
be regerded purely es of interest. IEN PLORMN.

(2)
Deor Editor,

I have reed with interest Wheeler Dryden's article on the
subject of & nenme for our hobby, but am not impressed by his
suggestion or the ressons he edvsnces. Of course We fre colleg-—
tors of & cless of juv.onile literature but nced we suffer this
unimaginetive label m.rely for the edificotion o the uninformgd
end the unintelligent? ‘hat we require ie ¢ comprehensive eng
flexible neme thet will reise the prestige of old boys' bock
collceting es Philetely end Crrtophily ryve done in their
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respective spheres. In my frticle in the Februery C.D. I
sdupted 2 wverient of e term used by the intelligentsis of the
Book Trede tc cover the subject end, elthough not idesl, I con—
sider "Juvenelis" e lcgicel snd setisfactory smswer to our

query. Cordially yours,

J. MEDCHLFT.
(3) 4, Lulworth Rood, Mottinghem S.E.D.
Deer Mr. Editor, 14th Lipril, 1951.

“heeler Dryden tokes cight lrboured pages coumpletely to
miss the point, which is, surely, to find a word or phrese which
will convey to the genersl public the precise type of meteriel
we collect, es distinct from the meteriel collected by oll other
book-collectors. The word or phrese would therefore require
to be exclusive to our particuler hobby.

lir. Dryden's "Collectors of Juvenils Litereture" is about
as exclusive £8 the central merquee at # county flower show.

It is r dorn big merquee, at thet, since it houses, with equsl
rights, the "ilice in londerlend" first-editioners; the horn-
book eddicts; the feiry-tele collectors; the emesscrs of the
Hervey Darton output; the .Lrthur iweckhem snd Kete Groenaway
fans; end members of the thcusend-snd-one branches of what the
booksellers' cetelogues refer to #s "Juvenlisr™. Ls o descrip-
tive phrese for our hubby it is useless.

Instesd oi defining "Juvenile Literature', it seems to me
more relevent to find a descriptive phrese which will include
¢£11l the veryin. types of meteriel thet we collect. I suggest
the following, divided for convenience into three sections:

1. It is fiction, repest fiction, written for juveniles

(or, in some cases, rdults of juvenile reeding testes),

2. It is, or wes, published periodicelly. (i.e. weekly,
monthly, querterly, etc.)

3. It is the type of juvenile resding mstter which (justly
or unjustly) hes, throughout the yesrs, been frowned
upon by perents, schuolteschers, end such persons in
suth.rity over the young.

If it be zireed that the foregeing covers, sccurertely end
rdequetely, 211 our collecting pcctivities, end thot it does not|
cover the sctivities of eny other collecting group, then there
is no need to sesrch very for for s phrese. JAlrcedy there
existe cne thot fits it 1like & glove, end hes the merit of being
reodily understcod by the non-collecting public. It is current
usege todey, ¢nd hes been current usege ever since its coinage
» hundred ycers egc. It is the phrese "PEWNY DRE DFUL".
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Let me anticipatce the enguished protests of the Hemilton—
iens that such ¢ derogetory phrese must never be zpplied to the
GEM snd MLGNET, cvery word ouf which is Litereture, pure md un-
defiled. I owe too mony happy boyhood hours to Charles Hemil-
ton to went to querrel with thet essertion; I simply scy that
it is being erplied by the general non-collecting public to
whom o GEM cr o MAGNET is es much e "Penny Dresdful" es the
goriest DICK TUKPIN.  The genersl public is & stubborn animel,
sand T doubt thet eny emount of protest will elter its attitude.
Tt might be o8 well, then, to teke o reelistic view, accept the
fect, #nd consider whet cen be done sbout it. There is o dis-—
tinguished precedant we could follow. The Keiser telked of our|
weontemptible little srmy", but his telk did not mcke it con-
temptible. 411 thet happened wes thet our soldiers eppropriated
the derogetory term ss ¢ bedge of henour, Fnd bore it proudly
to Victory, end efter. The "0ld Contemntibles" hed, cf coursel
2 sense of humour. Some dey, perheps, the adherents of our
unpretentious little hobby will become as reslisticeally-minded
ss our Americsn fricnds who collect "Dime Novels'", which is
another term of derogstion. They are proud encugh to call
themselves, quite simply, Dime Novel Collectors.

I " "is & léne harbinger of .thet happy day, may I subscribe
myself, with humble obeisances to those of my fellow-subscriberg
to 0.D. who sre "Collectors of Juvenile Literature", as:-
J.V.B. STEV.RT HUNTER
(Penny Dresdful Collector)

(4) 47,Cromwell Road, Cembridge,
TDesr hr. Leckonby, 9th .ipril 1951.

I have just received the "Dizest" and reed kir. Dryden's
long end interesting letter proposing & neme for our hobby.
I em afraid his suggestion does not eppeel to me. "Collector
of Juvenile Litersture' hes ebout it en-sir of Victorian
pretentiousness thet suggests the Nineteenth Century rather
then the Twentieth. Also I think it is a misnomer. Many cf
the weeklies snd monthlys we collect had en sppesl to people
who were certeinly beyond the "juvenile" stage. "The Scout"
for example govers an £ge range up to 8t leest 18; the old
nCeptein" wes tie public school megezine snd covered s scmewhed
similer renge. To be comprehensive the title should surely
resd "Collsctor of Juvenile and Adolescent Litoreture" ot
leest - ond could enything be morc of & mouthful. But I think
there is elso e strong peychologicel cbjection to the word
"juvenile — it seems to carry & flavour of childishness about
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it. "Crri.philist", "Philetclist" erc certrinly "adult" words.
They arc elso single words which hove o recognised meening. I
think ~e should scerch for ¢ single wcrd to describe our hobby .
Yours sincerely,
/. T. THURBER

#renk Richords Finds iuch to Pleese Him

Derr Herbert Leckenby, iierch 24th, 1951.

T, wgs very vlegsed. o .aee.xhg_“rﬁench“ster.Gu'i"_rdivn" srticle
reprinted in the oo It'renlly is 2 very good erticle,written
by ¢ men with e reel sense of humour. 4n item I should heve
been gled tc see wes o report of Mr.Bentley's address: but they,
I supposu, wes barred by considersations of sorce.

I liked very much the "Pick of the Series" No.4. Our
criticel friend does not pull his punches, but I 1ike him 211
the better for thet. The dupliceting of the title mentioned
wes mnot the work of the suthor, but of some bright sub-ed:tor
who had no dcubt thet he knew better. Iy titles were «ften
scrapped, snd sometimes I never knew whet # story would be
celled till I sew it in print. It cculdn't be helped, for es
Schiller told us long ego, mit der Dummheit kdmpfen die GEtter
selbst vergebens! Of the two series referred tc, I liked the
second best, end never knew till now thet the closing stoTy
was #n enti-climex. But you never cen telll However, it is
on excellent erticle, end I enjoyed resding it, end hope to
gce s(me mMoTe £8 guod.

*/ith kind regerds,
Alweys yours sincerely,
Fit /K wICH DS .«

ficneld Funter /s Listening!
“ic de Jeneiro, -
Brezil,
Deer Lditor, 12th Morch,1951.
I duly listened in to Frook Richards' iedic Play

in Portuguese which ceme thr.ugh here on the B.B.C. Oversces
Service on 6th perch. It wes repeeted on the 8th. The raocen—
tion was perfect ond every word ceéme through rs clorr o8 @ belll.
My own Purtugucse, though fer from purfect; wes good enowgh to
eneble me t. follow the theme, 2nd if not enough my wife hesrd
it with me. She being bBrezilien un erstood gvery word, snd |
when the pley wee over filled in "my geps" in English. Yie |
<ere both very smused with the finel scene, O epilogue, which
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dupicts the men of the house leeving for the office in the
morning end demanding of his wife "Onde estor meu gurrdr chuve?
(“here is my umbrells?) The scothing menner in which the
petient housewife ministered tc the peevish demsnds of her lord
ond mester is quite reminiscent of bygone scenes £t the Dunter
householéd, to wit, words cof consoletion from Mrs. Sunter to
Bunter senior on the subject of the leteat increese in income
tex. Heny thonks for edvising me of the broesdcest.

Sincerely yours,
ROM .ILD H. HUNTER.

FOii S.LE: 8 Buound vols. Reynclds' "Mysteries of the Court of
Locnaon" in splendid condition €2. Ad. Venguards, end 4d. rnd
1d. Gems for snle. Yhet cffers four these rare items? Have elsdg
124 reprint 2d. Gems, 1221-1344 in mint condition. Originsl
numbers were 3 tc 107. VWhat offers in exchenge?

Tented: St.Jim "Pluck".10/6 esch cffered. .lsc wanted 1d.
Pluck school tales 1906-7-8; Jock Shepherd, Dick Turpins,
Cleude Duvels, Boys' Friend 3d Lib., Gem, Meznet, Union Jeck,
etc. Richerd Thorwell, 29 Aspinden Roed, Loundon, S.E.16.

FOI S.JE OI EXCH.WGE f r S.0.L. (not St.Frenk's). 40 Union Jecks
between 995-1075; 90 Gems (804-1539; 15 Modern Boys (2-161);
24 Boys' Cinemes (146-843); 29 Doys' Megezines (31-60); 20
Triumphs (172-578); 12 5.0.L. Offers, T. Hopperton, Courtlends
Fulfird R ed. Scarborough.

FOiL S.IE: Holidey .nnuels, 1932, mint condition, 9/6; 1925
gowd B/6. Honeysctt, 65 Orcherd Reed, St. fnnes, Lenes.

WANTED: Mognets (600-900); Gems (pre-1000)3 Populers, Holidey
innuels, Pre—wer Triumphs, Hctspurs, "Tizerds, Skippers,idventurd
Rovers, Duys' Friends, Pilcts, Boys' Megezines, end Mcdern Boys
idsc Hotspur, Wizard end other fnnurls. .11 with school storieq
G.od prices paid. P. Uillett, 67 Ford Bridge Rcead, ashferd,
Middlesex.

HaLLY ROUND! ILLIY OUND! “ented, ony Union Jocks
for the year 1922. Your price peid. Iny help
creatly epprecisted., Leonard end Josephine Packmen,
27 frchdele Reed, Erst Dulwich, Lendon, S.E.22.

FOi S.LE: Threc Vols. b.0.P. 1905, 1908, 1912, or will
exchenze for similer papers. /. Jemison, Lisnacree,
Co. Down, Northern Ireland.
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TIE 11D TABLE

I am very sorry to say that the Blake
Voting conmtest vhiich ran over two months vms very poorly
suprorteds In spite of there being a considerable number
of Blakians in our circle I only received EIGT entries,
six in the first month and two in the second, and this after
a special apneal. The smezing thing about it is that I
have received a large number of letters from various Bloke
fans. Lony, if not all, of them could have submitted on
entry. T hope they will respond to the 2nd contest vhich
vill apnear next month. Anyvay I would like to thank all
eight recders vho DID send in an entry and despite my
original intention to call the vhole thing off unless 12
oirtries minimum were received I have decided to avnrd the
OMII POUND to the nearest to the gencral vote. This ms
submittedby 7ilfred Darwin of 76, Western Rond, East Deno,
Iotherham, Yorkshire. His entry vhich read l. Rymcrs
2. Zenlth, 3. Talde, 4. Kestrel, 5. Dolland, and 6. Purvale
differcd from theo gencral vote very narrovilyes Actuclly
Zenith was first and ymer second, all tho others wore
as stated in his cntry. You vill be recceiving your prizo
in a few days Tilfred. Congrotulationse
I thoupght you might be interosted in a lotter I have
just had from my co-cditor Herbort. Ho sayss Dear Louricc,
You vAll remcmber that soic momths ago Jimny stovart tuntor
sent us some arusing storics about Guyn Lwvons taken from a
reocontly published book "ot's Ualk Dowm Fleot Streot” by
Ce'7e Shonhorde “jolly T have just got hold of tho book. In
addition 4o whot wo publishod it gives a very intoresting
description of Guym vhich I fcadl sure you would like to uso.
Here it issi= "Guyn Evans vms well knovm in Fleot Streot
vhero ho s a lawv unte himsolf. Tall and dreamy, wispy
othoral, Coyn dicd quite young, lenving o +¢rld in +hich he
al-cys. socmed soncthing of o strangora. It v odd that sueh
a gontle, poctierl man should have beon an author of tho
Sexton Dlake thrillers, but he turned out them with inerodibl
o ility, not only with insniration but vAth his abnormal
spood on tho typoriter'. Conmtinucd:=

(=]
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e thy did he die so young®  How we could

g:g: Gr':.,i:h him n':):. Just faney if only the London -:e
could have had hin at one of their mectings. Yours,ilerbert,

Tes, it vould have been splondid if only Giyn could have
lived to o ripe old age. But we have to be thankful that
e can still read of "Splash" Page. Personally I am rather
ineclined to think that o lot of the mmlke up of “Splash" vmg
that of Gyne

Before signing off this nonth I vould like +o CXPress ny
grect disaphointment that the nev Sexton 3luke author
Hilary ling should have started his mareor by i]l‘troducing
Tinker as "irs Ted Carter'. It is o pity for Lr. king
apparently has the right idoa os reg rds portroy ing the
Salier Strect pair,

Cheerio for now.

A "DOUBLE SIARCH" FOR S-XT
" The other week cnd, neering the end of 5.3,L.237 “On tho
11,40 Dovm". I chanced to glamce dowm the list of back
numbors and noticed I hadn't hud 235 and 236 from my nows—
agonte Thouso tue having boen issucd somectine in Liarch T knew
there would not bo much chrneo of obtaining them from that
sourco so I wroto to the AP, for tham, A four doys later comg
the roply that they vore "out of vrintvw, At the week ond T
resolvod to ransack the nevsagoents of lincclesfiold for thom,
¥ nays At the third shop I nemaged to collect iloa
ught, and I asked them to try and get 235 for 11C

ookstell T wisited later T could have had 3 noref
conico of 236, ilone again I glmeed inside to find that 236
combained the mmber I had been hunting all the aftcrnoon,
235 "Rotirod from the Yord"s A dosh back into tom to the
uarket stall to find nll 3 copios sold, so teo the chop vhero
here I was nore luckye How I have 235 ond 236 both vith the
saitc cover but diffcront yarns, so, if any recder has tho
onposito of this perhops e could uake an cxc go of covers
and put the mttor rights 7o dato, though T ¢ rond both
stories, I have yot to sce the cover of 2354
T T T T T T T e A e g = g AT e g am g m
S:048s

Onee agnin we hwe e ask recdors to subriit

articles and festures for Blaldana. Sond your

contributions to tho nddress stoted overleaf,

chenee
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T TIE COUITRY OF THE BLIHD ----- Tox Hoppertons

ho onc oyecd man is king. ire Bond's disquict about
the 'I‘i:ﬂcer/Gr,rtor nystory has rousoed not a single conront 5
thus confirming my fixed opinion that the groatest oxanplo
of liass-Unobsorvntion in Ingland is to bo found in the Blake
fanse liow sardonically that mastor detective would have
a1iled if he could have witnessod how his devoted followors
hed loarned so little of his methods as to bo gulled by a
rost imprudent inpostures

Thirty yoars age the police had to regulate the trafiig
in Boker Strecte. Tho gquouo ot the door vas composed of
Prime .iinister, herio grovm and foroign, all imploring Blake '51
aide The crowd lurking on thc other gide comprisocd overy
mastor crock in the werld, cach wmiting his turn to match
vits vith o nogt rodoubtable opponenta Scotland Yard was
holpless vithout him; the Houso of Cotmiong went on record
onco a quarter with fulsone thonks for his having savoed
Pritain fron cotastrophe onco ugrine If anyonco irnpcrsonated
Rlzko then, it wes Leon Kegtrol, tho laster liwxior, ond cven
ho couldn't got awmy with it for noro thon onc wooks

And now? The nanc plnto on the door is tho sane but
for yoors the nen doing businces ingide has been sono potty
private cyo vho probably spends nost of his tine digsing up
+he sorded dotrils of divorco ovidoncos Add tho nagle of
tho old nane is se poverful that he is blindly accopted for
.hot ho professes to be, oven to the point of hoving his
paltry exploits roviced in the CeDe

There is no nystery cbout vho planncd this daring coup
It is frooly vhispered in tho Undorworld thet it is tho saue
geng vhe denolished 4+he hallowed wmlls of Greyfriars to scll
the stoncs for kids' picturc blockse Thoy doren't, of
course, oxposc tharselves toc fully, but, aaboldencd by
continuod succoss, thoy <o flowrt in your faccs thot this
Gartor fellow has supplanted Tinkere ire Bond stirs un=
cosily, but here aro tho clonentary pewors of obsorvation
of tho other frns?

Bloke is deadl Hothing clse ould have kept dovm
that indonitable spirite I ¢ore nothing aboud the roal
jdortity of the poor fish vho masquerndes in his places but
vdth this initial stimulus, the Aleldens night be able to
enliphton we loss knowledgerble chops on the roal mystorye
And thot is, vhen ias alako nurdered ~nd this baro-foces
osturo bopun?




154

REVIEWS. Gerald Allisong

wRotired Fram tho Yard" by Antho

SoBeLe No. 235 (Andganated Pross = Td).
Anthony Porsons usually has o good plot, and this tale
is no exceptione Whon Chiof Inspector Elms retired fron
Scotland Yard he toock up a hobbys He determined to find
tho truc sclution to onc of his 0ld cascse And suro cnouwh
ho found it had been nurdor, and not aecident. Toll, of
courso, tho nurdorer had to polish hin off too. So fary a0
gocde  Bub vhan Soxton Blake cane on the scene wiy had tho
nurdoror to give hiii cll the very inforration for discovering
vhich Elns had beon killed?  Luter on, vhen arrosted, noithdr
of the villains® u’toroed onc solitary verdl But it ws too
1late thone A1l the words on pages 35, 36 and 37 lind Fiven
tho diow awaye 1 puess Stewurt liacPhorson's phrasc ofton
occurrod to thau: "hy couldn®t I keep ny big nouth shutef

"Tho Ga‘so of the Tvo Crockeod Baronctg" by Waltor Tyror,

o Bels 236 rlmnated Pross = 7d).
Four stars for Wnltor Tyror. Ho hos excolled hinsclf,)
I could uso all my suporlativos on this novol. Sexton
Bloko vms nover bettor portrayed. His deductions on PaIe
43 out=Shorleck lolmes hinsolf, vhilst hic tactful handling
of Inspoctor Bruton of the Yard wms o nasterpioco of apulicd
psycholoys Tho plot is o ren off construction, perfoctly
verkod out, vith overy pioce imterlecking, The villnin a
blend of linchinvelli rnd Pocksniff, and cbsolatoly convineingh
Tt it is in the ninor roles that tyror roully shovg his
brilliancos Toke thot snapshot of tho soerctoary 0'Sulliwnn
on pagos 35/36, a churactor vho appenrs only oncce How vivip
he ig, and hoy Dloke puts hin in his placeo. and vhat obout
Tinkor? Woll, he roclly ic Tinkor, and not thaot slick iimosgtor
br, Lérmrd Corters But how deli htful it is to find that
Tinker tooc ic onc of the 01d Doyss and subject to the 'ille
thet the flesh is heir to', like tho rest of usi Ior on Prgo
8 hc scys:
"I sup 'ose that neons vmtching his country place, ci o 11
of seranbling through bushes, and lying around in vot grass,
Well, it can't bo heolped, clthourh it alinys storts Ly
rheuatiess  Yes, Tinkor isn't tho 1ad ho wms in 1917.
Gaiig
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BLAKE TIROUE! THE YEARS. ( continued) WALTLR TEDBe

Of the known Blake writere of the Victoricn eran,
mention must have been made of Haorry Blyth (Hel lieredith),
Viscownt liount dorres (P~trick iLiorris) and Ernest Treeton
(e Shaw Nae)e To these three can be ndded the mme of
Percival Cockee e it tms who created, as secretary and
pupil of the great detective, the character of Umllace
Lorrimore. An autherity on stamp collecting, Cooke was,
in ronlity, Percy C. Bishop, one of the first editors of
"Pluck'
the Harmsworth papors, vho were thon in their "™tisenties",
Bishop vms a rathor ordinary looking mans  Add, too, to
the namos of Blonke's Victorinn chroniclers that of
Christopher Stevonse As r o5 is known this wos the
authors ronl nome, and vhat bocame of him after nbout the
year 3902 nobody knowa; he simply dropped oute Steovons
b.g knowm Slanke story wos "Griff, tho iin Tracker™ W ich
started in scrinl form in the "Union Jaek" onrly in the
yoar 1901s  Anothor of Bluke's tamporary assistants s
introduced in this adventure - a waif knowm only ns Griff.
A third assistant was a diminutive Chincse boy namod
To-wooe 'hother any objection were raised at the name,
or vhether it vms on tho grounds of tho chracter's un-
pooularity, is o question the answor to thich can only be
guossod at; but Wo-wee's appenrances, like thoso of
Lorrimoro's ond Lriff*a, were of briof durntion. Oof tho
four storics in ich Wo-Toe ameared I have a rocord of
only ones This vrs ontitled "Tho Truman Liystery (Issue
iloe 204) published at the beginning of the yoar 1898.
Loter on, in tlic scmo yoar, We Shaw Roo camu along vith
anothor good Blake effert, publighed under tho title of
"The Third wunn® {Issue ic. 228)s 3Slake's adventures
wore rocorded at disjointod inmtorvals betwcon stories by su
cuthors as have alroady beon montioned here, in addition
+o vhieh woro to bo found nomes like Talter Darroll, George
Gerrish, Wnlter Evorard ond ‘allaco llorolle Thoso woro
all pon wmes odopted by lenry Je. Grrishe Tho name of
C-ptain Coleman Croom ape cred once at loaste I boeliove,
by judging by the sizc of sriting, he could have been none

other thin Alec Gs Poorsole Tt is perhaps ncovdlcass te
(Continuocd)a)

i.uch older than most of the ¢thor contributors td

h
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mention thot the typewriter wus net in ':lse in those ii:'.?rs‘,
~nd the authors had to 'rite their ?t?rlcs c;*.roftlliy +ath o
pen, vhieh mokes all the more surprising the claim made by
chamnion word-spinner, Se Clarke ook that ho could turn
out ;?D,DOO vords a weck regularly, and often more ‘-_:—-g_lmost
the longth of an ordinary lilrary noveld  Clarke ‘'ock had
such a terrific output that I do not disputec his cleim,
though hew he menaged it boots my comprehcnsionl

Amongst the oarly oditors of "Pluck™ = he nny huve
boon the first = wvns William He lons, vho s succocded
after only o short timo by J. He Pyme — A riost lileable men
wns Pym, geniod and full of jocularity and good locking,
but scon after the tranefer of tho fim +to Tudor Strecet -os
nade ho died and FPorey Bishop tock ovore  Subsoquently ho
ws displaced by Willlam dacke  Boyish, good luoking, slim
and feirly tall, 7illim Back wms later to introduce to
the Blako stories the lady -ritor vho nny have boon the one
to hove written for the H~rmsvorth prpers as 1y Honilton.
Ancther vho vould very likely have boon scen round tho in=
aginary Nound Tatle wms editor, lugh Tuitoes Toll nnd arigt=
oeratic looking vith thick voustache, Tuite although affable
s of a rather reserved disposition and oditead "rorgat ~io-H
vhich, although s ladics poper, mmbored anongst its coatrib

sono of tho oarly Bloke writerse As Hugh Tuite irote o3 woll

as cditcd he ray havo been responsible for sre of tle sarly
Bleke storicse Ceocil Heyter, nlthouph a masber of the H{aww-
sverth staff ot thet tine wms concontrating uninly on tho
adult popers like Angwers, the bulk of his boys stories, uid
his Blake yorns were to cone later. Stanhops Sprigg -ms
anothor Bloko ~riter of those ourly doys vho iroto ucinly 2oy
adult papors & like lUgytor contributed sorials for Ansvorse
o bocwno Lditor on one of tho cdult papers and comtrolled a
literory cgency in tho vicinity of Honrietta Ste Td lish &
of slin build Sprigg died 15th imy 1932 nt tho are of 65,

~=00000== To be @ wbinueds ==00000=m

HOTE: Woltor Webb will conclude his roviow of the
Vietoricn Ira in the next issues In July wo shgll prosont
the first instolnont of Port 2 of BLAY THROUGH T YE.DnS
“hiich +ill derl -7ith the erdinn Droe
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