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FROi THE XDITOR'S CHALIR

A Dresm Come True. Ever since the forming of the Northerm
Section, 0.B.B.C., ond more perticularly from the time of my
London visit last September, I heve dresmed of a Northern party
sttending & meeting of the London Club. I longed for it
portly beceuse it would mean enother landmsrk in our romentic
story, and pertly becsuse I wes convinced it would justify 21l
I hed ssid ebout the hospitslity end friendliness of the fellows|
"down south". .

Well, it's heppened, and on the efternnon of Thit Sundey,
May 13th, 1951, I hed the thrill of entering & room =t Lordship
Lene, ksst PBulwich to find & number of my northern comrsdes
alrendy in snimated converse with London friends just es little
over a yesr ego northerner had met northermer st their first
gothering es strengers to become intimates in five minutes.
Such is the mogic stmosphere of the swiftest friendship meking
brought about by the most fecinatimg of 21l collecting hobbies.
When the meeting settled down to business it wes sheer delight
to sit upon the pletform and survey the scene; on the right
the femilier feces from my own Yorkshire, on the left the grend
fellows from London snd further south I number smong my grestest
friends. Yes, = day of deys.
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You will be reading the report of the meeting on enother
page; here let met just say that cheirmen Len, wermed the
heart with those so well chosen words in extending e welcome
_to the travellers from the morth.

Yorkshiremen ere supposed to be blunt of speech; whether
that be true or not there's no doubt thet Northern chairman
Reg Hudson replied in e little speech that wes & perfect gem,
end one which worthily upheld the honour of the north. Reg
doesn't know of half the tributes thet were psid him for that
response of his.

Then to add to the heppy note that versetile fellow Gerry
Allison ceme along ond reag in Yorkshire dislect (Leeds version)
some verses he had composed for the occasion. That they were
appreciated was obvious from the reception they received ond
the requests - and demends - thet they be published in the
next C.D. They're in.

ind, oh yes, the surprises I got. For instence, someone |
gripping my hand end e cheery veice soying "I'm Ed Blight, from
Cornwsll." Then » smiling youth informing me in rich Irish
brogue, "I'm Deasey just dropped in from Dublin." Still
snother "We've not met before, heve we? I'm Cox of Southempton.”
(Cprmowall! Dublin! Southampton! Didn't I say ours was &
romentic story? Gee! My hesd wes in e whirl, but, of & trut
ween't I thrilled and happy. 1

Tt had ~11 worked out so perfectly, and it must have been
an sct of Providence that Bob Blythe, of whose brain was born
the ides of en 0ld Boys' Bdok Club, wes sble to be back with
us after en ebsence of many days. That circumstance just put
the perfect finishing touch to en event which will linger in
the momories of s11 who were there for many a year to come.

+ + +

Hove you a Television Set?  Lecording to stetements in
London nowspepers Greyfriars is coming to the television
sereen in the nesr future — in Children's Hour. 1 columnist
suggests that scores of thousends of sdults will contend thet
Herry Wharton & Co. should eppesr et o more convenient hour -
for them. Do I hear an echo?

+ + +

For the Veterans. Ta those who cen recall the late
Victorian. and Edwardian days I con strongly recommend
"Pwenty Shillings to the Pound" by '/. lircQueen Pope, published|
by Hutchinsons. It contains over 400 large pages of delight-
ful nostalgia. One can see agoin gas-lit streets snd hesr
the jingle of the hensom. Iind, of perticular interest to r11
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collectors is 2 chapter "Chums, Chips and Comic Cuts". There:'!n
the suthor hes quite & lot to sesy about thet grand '"Chums"
gerial "Rogues of the Fiery Cross', apparently written from
memory. Curiously, though his memory feils him in one
limportant perticulsr, for he ssys he believes it wes written
by e men celled instey. Well, we could put him right there,
couldn't we?
+ + +
Changed Dzte. Members of the Northern Section 0.B.B.C.,
please note thet the June meeting will be on the thu-d
Saturday, the 16th inst. and not the second Saturdsy, the 9th.
+ + +
1951 Anmuel. Goodness! Here's the year neerly half over!
Next month we shall have to get the Questionnaire and Order
Forms out. Owing to enticiprted psper shortages #nd other
difficulties we shall want articles in in specially good time,
so get going, won't you, snd so lighten the taosk of
Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECXENDY .

THE ANNUAL
Present Stete of the Poll

o 4n mAzZINg POIT seesessencrssnarenssnese2dl
+ The Populer Populer ..
. The Bounder of Greyfrisrs ..............212
. Monogrsph on the Criminal Confederation 199
« Rise and Foll of the Boys' Friend ......193
« ROOK®W00d ReVIEW ..cccsvssscnssssscesrsrsslTO
. Thet Might Hove BeeD.sessssesscssesssssslb]
8. Seriels from Victorisn P2pers ..........1l35

.. neck and neck race for first position. The “Monograph'|
moves up a place #gein, whilst Rookwood Review gets just sheed
of "Jhat Ildght Have Been." L1l nearly as exciting as last
Generel Election.

=1 ONAA s A N

T/ANTED: the complete run of Charles Hamilton's serial "King
Cricket". Sterted in Boys' Realm No. 254 (Vol.5) April 13th,
1907. Rev. 4. G. Pound, St.Peul's Vicarsge, 68 Finnemore Road,
Birminghem, 9.

SALE: legnets end Gems, 1935 to 1940. S...7. for list.
‘Stewsrt, 290 Archwey Road, London, N.6.
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POPUL.R P.PERS OF THE PA4ST
No. 14 - THE FIRST UNION JLCK

By Tom Hopperton

L constant source of perplexity to the browser through
bygone boys' weeklies is the reason why some journsls flourished
while others, of et lesst equal merit, perished while still in
their nepkins. One of these mysterious cesuelties, although
ambitiously planned, leunched with cerc end menned by "big guns",
was the originsl "Union Jack".

Sampson Low and Co., the publishers, set ebout their
incursion into the field of juvenile literature with excellent
idess and & definite terget. The prolific and populer

. « «» Kingston wes the editor when No.l appeered with the
beginning of 1880, snd when he died in the lugust, no less »
personage than George .ilfred Henty succeeded him. Henty's is
still ¢ name to conjure with. There is o brisk demsnd for
first editions of his more then 150 books, particulerly from
.dnerica, and every public librery has o massive shelf of his
works. The avowed object of the paper was to eschew "goody-
goody twaddle... and the peuny dreedful tresh": by the intermel
evidence, the real hope was to beat the "Boys' Own Peper" at
its own game.

Kingston himself hed been g leading contributor to the
B.0.P. Menville Fenn, Jules Verne, R.M. Bellsntyne, Louis
Rousselet, Cuthbert Bede end others worked for both’papers. ’
The size and general layout of four serisls, two or three orti-
clés, » short story ond the "features" differed not st nll.
Indeed, on comparing the psrallel volumes, the only adventage
that the Religious Tract Society paper hed wes its monopoly of
the work of Telbot Baines Reed, and thet was offset by the lack
of those stodgy spece-fillers. neither article nor essay, that|
so meny parsons succeeded in wedging into the B.0.P., Of course
the name of R.T.S. wes en sssursnce to parents snxious to keep
ngellows litersture" out of the house but, as Geoffrey Trease
remarke, if Henty did not esctuelly write 2 book entitled "Jith
Bible and Beyonet", he ought to have done, end his name was
also & guarantee against "blood snd thunder".

But wes it? As e persllel to Hamilton Edwards' employment
of Hercourt Burrasge, we find popping up in Volume 4, as the
suthor of "Sweet Flower, or Redskins snd Palefsces", Percy B.
St.John, the perpetrator of the peculier snd notorious - -




-162-

“Blue Dwerf"., Burrage himself eppeored in the very last
number, while one of Ballantyne's serisls had the restrained
title of "The Madmen end the Pirate". '

Teken in the mein, the stories reod well even to this dayj,
and with sixteen peges, closely printed from title to tail-
piece, the paper seemed a good penn-orth. (Incidentelly, the
letters of the title were sheped from pieces of ship's ceble,
e device flattered by imitetion in the 4d Sexton Bleke paper.
It is hard to see why the "Union Jeck" lost the battle, unleaq
the R.T.S. was prepared to subsidise its bantling to an extent
impossible to o commercicl publisher.

No editor of 2 foundering boys' journal was ever honest
enough to say, in effect: "Sorry, kids, but we've gone bust!l"|
The Amelgemated Press hed & hebit of "amelgsmating" the dear
departing with some "really live paper" and making the snnounce-
ment sound ss if 2 major triumph hrd been echieved. In the i
issue for 25th September 1883, Henty had o slightly mendacious
note that "the 'Union Jeck', at any rate for 2 time, will
cease to appesar." He wes more truthful thsn he knew, but it
was & vestly different "Union Jeck" that began its 39 year
run in 1894. Henty passed on to Beeton's "Boys' Own Magezine"
snd Sampson Low confinedthemselves to general publishing.
They had bed luck: their venture deserved a botter fate.

WANTED Boys' Friend Libraries znd Chempion 4d Libraries.
ilso Sexton Blake Tibraries. First Scries 13,23; Sccond
series 405, 407, 513, H.C.N. Price, 22 Northdown Roed,
llergate, Kent.

FOR SALE: Black Bess, 254 psarts, offers. 4lso many other
Victorisn ond leter boys' books for disposal. S...E. for list.
Rouse, 3 St. Leonards Terrace, Gas Hill, Norwich.

EEIP! IELP!! “Wented Megnets NoBs. 1467 end 1175 to 1185,
1244 to 1243. "Robby", 13 Rephsel Road, Hove 3, Sussex,

WLNTED: Sexton Bleke Libreries 1915-34. Top price peid for
wented numbers, .ilso Nelson Lees 1915-17 and Dixon Hawke
Libreries. R. Rouse, 3 5t. Leonsrds Terrsce, Gas Hill,Norwich.

£1 BACH OFFERED for 1920, 1925, 1928, Holiday Annusls. N:lson
Lees 1919 to 1932 offered in exchenge for sny Hemiltons.
Charles van Renen, Box 50, Uitenhege, South ifrice.

TANTED:  "Humen Bet" seriel 1913-1914. E,V.Hughes, "Ceswell",
25 Hillsboro' Rosd, Bognor Regis.
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THE NELSON LEE COLUKN

(411 commnications to Robert Blythe,
46 ,Carleton Rd.,Holloway,London,N.7.)

Hallo there! After the terrific build-up that Len geve md
lest month, I hope that my monthly screeds will not come &8s
too much of an snti-climex. Anyway I'll chence it.

I must say that it feels a bit strange writing this column
sgain sfter so long s absence. Doubtless that feeling will
goon wear off, but gt the moment I feel rather like & new boy
on his first day, or perheps it would be & better simile to say
an 0l1d Boy returning to the old school. The surroundings ere
gimilar, but the meny new faces arcund end sbout gives an
element of strangeness.

Before I go on to sesy any more (end I'm not certein what
I'm going to say yet!) I'm sure you will sll went to join with
me in expressing e vote of thanks to our old friend Len, who
hes been carrying on this column so ebly for the past 14 months
Len is so active in the hobby 2nd hes so many things on hand
these deys, that it hes elwoys been e'source of wonder to me
that he managed to come up to scretch with his contribution
each month. And so Len, on behalf of all of us, sllow me to
say - "Many thenks for all your good work, snd may we hear
from you agein frequently in future psges of the C.D."

Prior to screwing up my energy to the point when I actuesll}
made a stert on this epistlc, I decided to give mys<1f =
refresher course, #nd study what hes slready been written in
this column ebout the Nelson Lee, to put myself in the picture
ag they were fond of seying in the ermy. Yell, to quote
Lr. Howerd, I WAS AMAZED!! D'you know that this Neclson Lee
Column has been appearing ever since No.l3 of the C.D. and so
much has been written, and in such detail, that ot first I
thought I'd had it! However, upon due comsideration, I decidg
that all was not quite lost, for there were still various
avenues to be explored, also some zress completely uncharted!
To help things along, end working on the principle that two
(or more) hesds ere better then one, I got in touch with
several Lee-ites, and es & result, suggestions have ‘been coming
from 211 quarters, oll of which I hope to desl with in the
neer future.

In the meentime, I'd like to deel with ¢ point reised by

Cedric Groombridge. He holds forth thus,— " with
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reference to E. S. Brooks' remarks rbout having written all the
St.Franks ysrns, surely this is not corrcct. How could a
writer of Brooks' celibre turn out junk like the short St.
Frenks yerns of the 1930 ers? Remember when Greyfriers
pleyed St.Frenks et footbell? (In 1931, I believe.) This
story could not poesibly be written by Brooks."

Well now, the St.Franks stories in the 2nd N.S. is one of
those uncherted eress I was talldng sbout, end I suppose that,
like myself, you heve probably read them once amd have never
bothered to re-rerd them, becsuse, asfter all, they weren't all
that hot. This was the period when, ss Mr. Brocks hes seid,
he felt that he wes "flogging o dead horse". Remember thet
he wes heving » rrw desl from the A.P. end had to stand sside
whilst the new editor played ducks end drerkes with the old
poper. Howaver, persomelly, I mever reeslly comsidered the
possibility of "subs" writing emything under Brocks' name.
Anyhow, I loocked up the copy Cedric was talking about, end T
must confess that it didn't resd like Brooks, even in one of
his off moments. Perhaps you'd like to check this yourself.
You'll find it in No.43, 2nd N.S. “Soints v. Friers". In
this story too, there will be found mention of several of the
Homilton schools, but none of Brooks®. Besr in mind =lso  thatf
at this time (1931) the lest of the stories written by "subs"
were eppeering in the "Magnet" end "Gem". Incidentslly, this
perticular story did not carry the ususl credit, "written by
E. S. Brooks."

Cen it be thet, sfter all, the N.L. was mot entirely free
of "hack" writers, in spite of what has been said to the
contrary? I'd be very interested to hear from anyone who ceres
to pesa en opinion on eny of the St.Fronks teles eppeering in
the 2nd N.S. Most of you, I should imagine, possess some
copies: of this series, so how about us putting our hesds to-
gether snd trying to fathom out this murky mystery?

You will remember thet when » new boys" paper appeared,
or when some chenge wes imminent, it wes the custom to offer
free giftst ‘'ell, I thought it would be rather s bright ides
if I did the seme sort of thing. Not to offer free gifts, let
me hesten to add, so stend back there? Rot I can do better
than that. T have in my p ion two ORIGINAL MSS in
ir. Brooks' hendwriting. (Obtained by Lem, as 2 result of

.83, sttending the club meeting.) These MSS are » story of
t.Jim's called "the Terrible Three's Sub", and o "Boys' Friend"
arn "Stege by Stege", both written in 1910. Now, if you care|
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to borrow them, I1'd be only too pleased tc post them on to you.
First come, first served!l
And now to gladden the heart of Jim Southway. Jim esked
me eons ago (or so it scems) for & list of the serials in the
N.L. I started to do this in No.38, but tnat's so far as I
gotl I think that this list will be of perticular interest,
inesmuch as it provides such an excellent opportunity for a
spot of research work. Nearly sll of these serials were
cither reprints, or were reprinted, et one time or snother, of
that I feel certain. Anywey, where I cen, I'1l add this
information If eny of you know when sny perticular serial
wes reprinted, or from which psper it wes reprinted, I'd be
grateful if you'd drop me & line.
Here goes then.
0.5.No's 1-18. The Boys of Ravenswood College, by S.Clark Hookd
(Reprinted twice in Boys' Friend Library,
1st series, No's 321 & 463.)
noow 19-37. In Polar Seces, by Fenton Ash.
o %8-52. Neil the TWrecker, by David Goodwin.
L 55-98. The Island of Gold, by Fenton Ash.
(Rep. in L.F.L. 1lst Ser. 435.)
w1 106-130. The Boxing Sailor, by hArthur S. Hardy.
(Rep. in B.F.L. lst Ser. No.432.)
w w 131.160. In the Grip of the Hun, by Clement Hale.
(Rep. in B.F.L. 1lst Ser. 440.)
W u 162-193, The Chune of Littleminster School, by 4.5 Herdy d
w w 194-219. The House in the Jungle, by .lfred irmitage.
(Rep. in B.F.L. 1st Ser. 499.)
w w, 220-241.In Trackless Space, by Robert ‘. Comrede (E.5.D.
"rom (Rep. in B.F.L. lst Ser. 504.)
n 0 242273, Three Boys in Csnada, by S. 5. Gordon.
(Rep. in B.F.L. lst Ser. 548.)

4nd now, finally, for the titles. I see that it is
customary nowadeys to give 40 each month. This being so, and
there being only another 239 to go, it meens that we shall
finish in six months time.

1st New series: No.l4l, St. Franks in South africa.
142, Trepped by Bushrengers; 143, Lost in the Bushj 144, The
hdeleide Test Match Sensetion; 145, St.Franks at the Test

Match; 146, In Unknovn iustrelie; 147, The Vaolley of Surprises;

148, "Hurd Linecs, Hardy."; 149, The Melbourne Test Match
Priumph; 150, St.Frenks in New Zeslend; 151, The Peril of

the Pocifics 152, The St.Frenks Lpril Feolsy 153, The Sneek‘_s
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perediscy 154, Loss of the Remove; 155, The Doewhfall of
Nippers 156, Scourned by the School; 157, Mutiny; 135, The
St.Franks Mensgerie; 159, Handforth's Holiday Flirtation;
160, The St.Frenks School Trzing 161, St.Franks in the
iidlends; 162, The St. Frenks Touring School; 163, The School
Train in Scotlend; 164, irchie's Lancashire Less; 165, The
,idnepped Schoolboys; 166, Willy declares Tar; 167, The
iiystery of the Cave; 168, The Rivel Sportsman; 169,St.Frenks
in the "Telkies"; 170, Benk Holiday in Brighton; 171, The
Arizono Gold Ccest; 172, Into the Redskins' Tresp; 173, At
Grips with the Redmen; 174, The Schoolboy Goldscekers;
(Note: No's 171-174 slightly rewritten, appesred as a novel
entitled "Desert Gold” by Robert '[. Comrade.) 175, 'Teldo the
Tonder Boys 176, Spoofing the River House; 177. Waldo's Foej
178, The Arrested Schoolboy; 179, In fnother's Name; 180,
Hero end Cad.

Thet's the lot. Cheecrio! till next month.

IESULT OF COLLECTORS' NIGWST VOTING CONT™ST
Hezt Two

There was a large cntry for this contest, and the following is
the final plecing of the vorious Series, as determined by the
populer vote;—

1. C. The Chinz Series.

2. 4. The Rewing-Scuth Seas Series.

3. H. The lMeuloverer-South Sees Series.

A. D. The Kenye Series.

5. D. The Hollywood Series.

&

K

. E. The Zgypt Series.
. F. The Brezil Scries.
8., G. The Texss Serics.
The two leading 8cries, viz. The China Series and The Redwing
South Seas Series will, sas a result of this heat, be included
in the Finals.
The Editor has cerefully considered every entry in the
contest, end is mekdng the following ewards: -
4 postel order for 15/- is being sent to '/, L. illiamson,
410, Qakwood Lene, Leeds.
.. postal order for 5/- is being sent to
R V. Dennctt, 64 Dudley Road, Tipton.
i ited—covered Megnet is being sent to
E. "/. Cox, 29 Carisbrookc Drive, Southsmpton.
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i Blue—covered Gea is being sent to
V. Pege, The Modern School, Surbiton.

NOTE: — The acute paper shortage hes deleyed the progress of
this contest, but it is hoped thet it will be possible to
include the coupon for the 3rd heest with this issue.

PLEASE VOTE.

HAMILTONTIA
Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

Going through some press-cuttings the other cvening I camg
across one clipped from the "Manchester Evening News" of
December 6th, 1945. Thet's rether e long time ago, but it
struck me it's still of considersble interest, especielly to
Hemiltonians.

It was a review of "Seturdey Book" of that yeer, written
by the lete George Crwell. 4s most of you know,some time
eerlier that provocaetive critic hed in » book of his made some
ceustic comments on the Gem and Megnet, comments whibh hed
drewn en effective retort from Frenk Richards himself.

Well, it is illuminating to note that in this review
running to & good two columns Orwell devoted two-thirds of it
to an eutobiogrephicel srticle Frenk Richards hed written for
it. (Incidentelly, nesrly o1l the other revicwers did the
seme thing despite many other importent contributions in that
edition of Ssturdey Book). Here sre some quotes:

"I heve kncwn o borrege balloon nicknamed Billy Bunter
by its crew, and I hove known the spme nome rpplicd to &
prumising purker on o farm.

" In neither cese, probsbly, did the people who used the
name know its origin. Thet is fame, #nd in his interesting
article Mr. Richerds tells how he achieved it."

He then goes on to refer to the time when he and Frenk
Richards had crossed swords, ond mckes this frank amende
honoursble.

"In reprinting the esssy I have corrected the originsl
error (the stetement that the Megnet cnd Gem stories were
written by relnys of hack writers) but in case this reaches
Frenk Richards' eyes I should like to explain how I came to
meke it. The fact is that it just ¢id not striks me a8
poseible thet ony humen being could write e long complete
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stury cvery week fur 30 yerrs., In thet time iir. Richords’
produced scmething like 45,000,000 words. As o journclist
who works frirly herd to produce ebout 150,000 words & year
I find this just unimsginsble. However, it is quite true os
I now know from sevoral sources..

ir. Richords esdds thet cne of his ambitions is to write
e book on religion. I look forwsrd to that work. Mesmwhile,
good luck to him end soon mey the Gem end Magnet reappesar."

Well, that wss honest enywey, and I have a fellow feeling
for George Orwell for, o8 I seid in the last Annusl, I had o
suspicion in the early days that Frenk Richards and Martin
Clifford were one and the seme, but I hesitated because two
stories a week seemed almost impossible for one men.

There's @ pathetic note rbout that review, for though
Frenk Richerds' buck on religion has been written, Geurge
Orwell's hope thot he may somedey rend it will never bedk
fulfilled, as he hes not lived to see it published. Some of
us mey be more fortunete,

(Nute.— a8 I enticipated, Mir. Jones' erticle on J.M.Pentelow
lrst month creeted o lot of interest, slthough not all sgreed
with his eriticism, for the old editor of the Gem snd Megnet
hed quite @ foithful bend of fcllowers.

Now here's e careful study of Clive R. Fenn. The clues
¥r, Jenes gives will prove nost useful. H,.L.)

Clive Fenn #s on Imitrtor of Charles Hemilton

By S. F. Joncs (Penrith,¥.5.7.,
Asustralie)
Fenn is no mesn imitetor. Lerge portiens of his work
beer @ fairly close rcsemblarce to that of Hemilton. He
loses his skill, however, at dremetic or exciting points of
the narretive, in other words, he is inclined to be over-
streined ond unduly hectic. Iost of the charascteristics whic
distinguish him from the Llrster sre confined to this inclina—
tion. [Here sre some of them:-
(£) The frequent use of "y hotl" . peculiarity of F
is to mrke this exclemetion ¢ stutter: 'mum-my het!"™ ‘nother|
peculiarity is to repest the first part of the exclsmation:
"you — you rotjtersi"
(b) The verb "howl" is e favourite. The adjective
" ing" (c.&. "You howling csd' ) is esnother.
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(¢) i verb of seying is frequently replaced by:

(i) "snspped", (ii) "Hissed", (iii) "gritted" (s horrible
blemish, this one), (iv) "grinned". The participle "grinning"
ig & veristion, e.g. "said Tom, grimning."

(a) "Great pipl" or "Oh, greet pipl" ere exclemetiors done
to desth by Fenn and become wesry, stale, flat snd unprofitebld.

(e) Fenn is capable of such things es "What the jumping
Jingol® I'm inclined to think thet Hemilton would never have
allowed this intruder within the walls of his academies.

(f) When Fenn is in charge an excited person's eyes mst
alweys gleem — '"I'11 tell you," seid Gay, his eyes gleaning.'
One of Fenn's Greyfriers series contained within two peges
five exemples of this expression. He probebly would heve had
gix if an illustretion had not intervened.

(g) Look for the word "Phew!" Fenn is fond of it as en
expression of surprise.

(h) I'm not sure, but I think thet the edverb "grimly" is
more frequent in Ferm then in Hemilton. Su, I believe is the
verb "nodded". The expression: "He, he, yesl" occurs more
than once snd sounds like one of the imitator's peculierities,
not Hemilton's.

Other pcculiarities:—

(2) Fenn frequently ends e sentence with "though", e.g.
"Go quietly, though." I regerd this as a very importsnt mark
in the identificetion of Femn stories.

(b) i speech is often interrupted by sn exclemrtion which
points t¢ an unexpected development $m the story, €.5. "They
must have slipped round sgezin They could see our cemp from
the ¢liffs, of course. That's why - Look!" his is quite
in keeping with Fenn's hectic emctionalism.

I heven't enough materirls to ensble me to soy whether
Fenn makes eny mistekes ebout his Greyfriers and St.Jim's factsl.
I daresey he dues occesionally, but in genersl he seems feirly
accurate. One thing I did notice, however. In one story Tom
Merry cells Msmmers "Herry,"without need probebly if you take
your cenons from Hamilton.

General:

Fenn writes a good interesting story. He frils to reach
the master beceuse he lacks Homilton's pulish snd exquisite
taste. His cheracterisation suffers beceuse characterisation
depends not only on action but on & subtle manesgement of
dislogue which seems beyond him, He is a less restrained,
cruder Homilton; & good writer for boye, just enother imitetox
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for sdults who went something more than s mere storxy.

NOTE: I have confined my quotetions to the "Ninpy" scries
of the Gem of 1925. Those who are interested may look for
other stories showing the sesme cheracteristics. Gem No.752
would b: en exemple. It must be remembered that some of the
cheracteristics I have mentioned might be used by Hemilton at
vorious times - it is their jerring repetition that betrays
the imitestor. Some, I feel, could never be used by Hamilton.

THE PICK OF THE SERIES. No. 7.

BAKRING-OUT SERIES.

Thet this type of story enjoyed great
populerity is proved by the fect that they were placed first
in 2 voting contest run by the Collectors' Digest recently, in
which nearly on¢ hundred readers voted. Berrings out were
fairly frequent st 11 the Schools, but occurred most often at
Greyfriars.

Probably the first of 211 was that very famous "BOR
CHERRY 'S BARRING-OUT" which sppeered sbout 1912. Actuelly it
wes not ¢ series, but a2 single story within the series in
which the Dounder disposed of #1l the Fremous Five one after
the other, For many yeers, it was the back mumber of the
Megnet most sought.

One of the very best of this type of story was the
JUDGE JEFFRIES series, published in 1917. It contrined many
originel twists. end conteined for the first time the ides of
e Secret Society among the juniors.

In 1922, the Sixth Form went intc rcbellion snd berred out
e new Head, Dr, Cernferth. 4 bright little series, outstanding
to some extent on sccount of the "bloods" being in revolt
egainst suthority.

In 1928, Mr. Quelch wes dismissed in e T-story series.
The rebels moved into High Oaks, © large house bought by
Meuleverer. The seme plot had been used, lock, stock, and
berrel, at Rookvood some yerrs before when Mr. Greely was
dismissed.

An excellent series of this type was the Barring-out
ageinst Mr. Brender, the new Dutch Headmaster. This series
appesred in the Magmet in 1930. In 1934 the Remove "barred"
out on Popper's Isledd, in support of Dunter who had been
unjustly expelled. NWine frirly interesting yerns, which
perhups slichtly overstayed their welcome.
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In 1937, ur. Hecker become Hend, » position for which he
was unsuited. The Remove berred-out in the Tuckshop. This
series wos overpleyed end did not show Prank Richords at his
best by eny means.

Berringreuts were not so frequent at St. Jim's, but e fine
series, before the plot beceme too hackneyed, sppesred cbout
1924, when the juniors barred-out, — once sgein in & tuckshop -
in support of Tom Merry. It wes © unique series, in that the
rebellion took place over the Christmas vacsation.

At Rookwood, too, the juniors appesred to be more respect-
ful of ruthority end kept their berring-outs to » minimum. Onl
one occesion, they barred out in trenches, to show their ennoy-
ence with the Head for not expelling Lattrey, who hed blinded
mornington.

Even in Cenade they had bearring-outs. The Ceder Creek
fellows once barred out the new Hesd when Miss Mcrdows was
dismissed.

Frenk Richards has told us that #t the Amelgemated Press
the motto was somecthing like "When in doubt, stage a barring—
out'". Barring-out series were undoubtedly popular. Exectly
why, it is difficult to say, for they seldom or never con—
tained very strong plots, end the charscter pen-pictures were
negligible. Probably it wes the "cld 4fdem" in mostof us,
which quietly enjoys » little bit of slepstick 2nd revolt
sgainst constituted authority.

lognet Titles (contd.)
(s) denotes Substitute.

673,(5) Ponsonby's Victim. 674, (S) The itunswsy's Return.
€75, (5) Driven from School. 676, (S) His Blundering Best.
677, (S) Billy Bunter's Smuggler. 678, (S) Scering the Schooll
679, (S) Harry Wharton's Sacrifice. 680, (S) The Form-master'p
Disgrece. 681, (S) By Wingrte's nid. 682, Thin Bunter. 683,
S) The Schoolboy Protector. 684, (S) Bunter the Swot. 685,
S) Rivals of the River. 686, (S) Merooned. 687, (S) Weking
up Alonzo. 688,(S) Skinner's Secret Society. 689,Desf Bunter.
690,(3; Bob Cherry's Luck. 691,(S) The Schoolboy Film Stars.
692,(S) Meuleverer's Peril. 693,Bunter's Picnic. 694,(S) The
Vengeence of Wu Feng. 695,(S) Wun Iung's Feud. 696,(S) Sporta-|
men from the North. 697,(S) Sleepers of the Remove. 698,(S)
The Houseboat Mystery. 699,(S) Bunter the Bendit. 700,(S)
Coker's Conguest.




-172-

FESTIVAL OF DRITLIN

Northern Leeds and London 0ld Boys' Book Clubs.
Grend Double Number Combined Mceting.,
Hume House, East Dulwich, London. Sunday HMay 13th.

finother memorable milestone of the hobby was passed on
Whit-Sundey when the Leeds and London Clubs combined to meet
at Hume House under the suspices of London chairmen Len Pe
Ten members contrived to make the journey from the north, these
being Vice-president Herbert of York, Gerry Alison, Norman Smith,
Reg Hudson, Miss Vera Coates, Mr. and Mrs. C. Banks with
deughter Christine,all of Leeds, Ernest and Marjorie Hubbard
of Sheffield. From Padstow in Cormwell came Edward Blight and
James Deasy flew over from Dublin to complete the Long distanced
travellers.

London Chairmen Len opened the proceedings with s hearty
welcome to the distinguished visitors. His opening address
was greatly applauded and Northern Chairmen Red Hudson suitably
replied with some very appreciative remsrks which must have
warmed the hearte of ell London club members prescnt.

Gerry Alison then rendered & very fine poem he had written
sbout the meeting and the Festival of Britain which was given
s very fine ovation at its conclusion. Following this, Viece-
president Herbert gave one of his deli:rhtful nostaleic speeches
and then the usual mceting formelities were quickly disposed of.
Meny letters of spologies were rcad from the various members
thet were unable to attend.

Cheirmen Len hed devised a very fine Quiz and here the
London club excelled 2s Josie Packmen, upholding the family
honour, tied with Charlie Wrisht for the first place. Third
place was secured for the north by our Herbert. Fourth plsce
was another tie as Dob Blythe and Bob Whiter both hed the same
points. Then followed very wood efforts by Gerry Allison,
Normen Smith, E. Hubbard and liss Vera Coates.

L grand spreed followed end then efter Len Packman hed
heertily welcomed Bob Blythe back do the fold after his reccent
long illnees, the meeting was declared closed as regards
formalities end then the socisl side ceme into beinz with a
very grend get-together. Conversations and reminiscences
were the order of the day and it was a very happy throng thet
wended their way home after one of the finest get-togethers

.
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in the history of the hobby.

London club members present were Bob Mortimer, Bernerd
Primc, Ian ““hitmore, Alan Stewert, A. Young, Hylton Flatmen,
Jim Perratt, Herry Homer Ted Cox who had come up from Southamp-
ton, Charlie, Olive and Alen Wright, John Young, Cliff Wsllis, |
E. Reynolds, Len, Josie snd Elesnor Packmsn, Bob snd Ben Whiter,
E. Blight.

BENJAMIN G. WHITER.

OLD BOYS' DOCK CLUB (Northerm Section)
Leeds Meeting, Seturdey May 12th.

The meeting at 239 Hyde Perk Road wes held on the eve of
our long-awaited London trip, and en atmosphere of excitement
wes felt, particularly by those who were to leave for the South
immediately after the meeting.

All the same, 2 very successful end happy time was had,
end we were gretified by the sttendence, taking into sccount
the sbsence on holiday of many of our "regulers", end of the
fect that the Cheirman snd our Northern Correspondent had had
to leave cerlier for London then the rest of the "deputation".

Our Vice-Cheirman, B5ill Willismson,opened the proceedings
and gave a very specisl welcome to two members who were making
their first visit to the Club. These were Leonsrd Allen from
Sheffield, snd Herbert Sidebottom of Heedingley, Leeds.

The Secretary, Norman Smith, then resd the minutes of the
previous meeting. He had rlso the pleasure of announcing thad
our President, Frank Richerds, had presented the library with 4
mumber of his works in bound volume form, »nd drew the ettention
of the Club to these. Normen slso mentioned that e trip to the
seaside was being planned.

Gerald fLllison, the Tressurer/Librarien, then geve his
ususl report. The Library had agein had s record month — the
8th in succession, whilst the number of books borrowed and lent
now had topped 1000. He reesd correspondence from vsrious
postel members. Our Fleetwood member, George Remsbottom, had
been in hospitasl and had had an operstion. He was now getting
well ogain, and wes grateful for the plessure the library had
given him whilst he had been ill.

Frenk Cese of Liverpool slso sent his best wishes for the
London trip, and wished he could heve come too.

Besides the projected trip to the seaside, Gerald suggested
that perhaps we misht srrange o remble or cosching excursion tg
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the moors or dales, on one of our Club-meeting Saturdeys, for
the efternoon. e could then return to Hyde Park Toed in timd
for the evening.

Insteed of a talk or quiz., another "BO Questions" session
was held. The team consisted of:- J. Breeze Dentley,

Horace Twinham, Harry Barlow (who wes warmly welcome after his
unavoideble absence of some months) end Mrs. Barlow, who
courageously responded to our &ppeel for e lady member of the
side. Gerry Allison officiated 28 Question-Master, assisted
by Mrs. Allison.

41l the Objects except one weré guessed,although "Potter
and Greene" reeched 19 questions. The Q.M's solidary success
was "Miss Vers Costes". Some of the gquestions here caused
roars of laughter, end were distinctly unkind to Vere - who
wes amongst those present.

Tea and biscuits followed. The ILibrery wes re-opened
end did a roering trade, ond then the usual "flow of soul"
held swey.

4t 9-15 the meeting "broke up", and the six members who
were going to London - ettended as fer as Sheffield by Len
Allen, set off for the stetion. For them, the story is
"continued" in the report of the London meeting on the follow—
ing dey. NOTE: Next Meeting 16th June — not 9th.

Attendence: - W. H. Williemson, S. F. Armitage, N. Smith,
J. Breeze Bentley, T. Roach, H. Darlow and Mrs. Darlow,

W. Herrison, H. Twinhsm, G. Allison end Mrs. Allison, Cyril
Dank, Mrs. Danks end Christine, Vere Cortes, H.G. Sidebottom,
D. Pullen end D. Killingbeck.

OLD LOYS' BOOK CLUB (Midland Section)

4 second successful meetinr of the Midlend Section took
place on lpril 13th at the Queen's College Chembers, Peradise
Street, Girminghem. Followin: publicity given in the
Birminghem Meil of cur lest meeting we hed several new faces
at this second zathering. Twenty-nine people full of chthusi-
esm met in an stmosphure of happy reminiscence of the days of
Lilly Bunter, Nelson Lee, Sexton Blakd, and other favourites.
Present to pound such ¢ note of nostolgic loyalty were:-
the Cheirmen Jnck Corbett, the Becretery Petor Mellow, the
Tressurer the liev. 4. Pound, end lirs. Pound, and members
Miss Berry, of Sparkhill, Mr. Bird, Seltley, Mr. Uourne,
Molesey, Mrs. Erovn, Perry Derr, Mr. Bleck, Selly Osek,
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i'r Crrrcll, Cennon Hill, :liss J. Corroll, Grect derr, Mr. rnd
Hre. Darcy, Olton, Lr. Dele, Smell lesth, ‘r. Frenklin, Perry
Lerr, ifr. Fletcher, Fillongley, Mr. Gregory, Herborne,
Mr. Hubball, Erdington, Mr. Hemmersley, Kings Heath, Mrs -Moulton
Castle Bromwich, Mr. Parsons, Hockley, Mr. Pratt, Fairfield,
kirs. Price, Sperkhill, Mr. Peers, Sparkhill, The Misses D. end
S. Scott, Northfield, and Cennon Hill, Mr. Shirley, Steckford,
Mr. Smith, Bsallssll Heeth, Mr. Trevor, South-Yerdley.

hfter the Chairmsn's opening sddress the Secretery read
the Minutes and correspondence; then come the Tressurer's
report. The lively discussion which followed centred princi-
pelly on the possibility of forming & Club librery, end the
smount of members! subscription. It wos sgreed that the sub-
scription be 2/— per month ond sny surplus efter expenses ore
met be put in reserve for the purchase of o library.

The next item on the agendn wes a quiz on charscters and
places in the "Mognet" stories.

This had buen compiled by Mr. Corbett and wes won by
Mr. V. Smith of Ballss1l Hesth who sent up #n 11 correct papex
end received a prize of e set of Megnets. Our first "bring-
and buy" table wes s firm favourite, ond copies of Magnets,
Gems, 2nd C.D. went ot record specd £t current market prices.

We hed obtzined the use of the kitchen this evening when
Mrs. Pound end Mrs. Moulton prepered for all refreshing cups off
tea and coffee. All good things come to en end, end much too
soon it was time for us to vacate the room. The reluctance
with which the Meeting closed wes temporerily prevented from
dispelling the happy atmosphere by the humorous discovery thet
the Sceretery hed been sitting the last hour on the Chrirmen's
trilby het.

On lcaving, members were reminded of the Club's Inaugurel
Dinner to be held on Saturdey Moy 19th ot Birmingham Inter—
national Centre, st 8 o'clock sharp.

P. L. MELIOR,

HULTON'S "BOYS' MAGLZINES" (pink covers) WANTED. Numbers 332
onwards. W. Darwin, 76 Western Road, East Dene, Rotherhem.

WANTED: Msgnets (600-900); Gems (pre-1000); Populers; Holiday
Lnnuals; Pre—war Triumphs; Hotspurs, "izards, Skdppers,
Aldventurcs, Rovers, Boys!' Fricnds, Pilots, Boys' Mogozines, and
Modern Boys. .ilsc Hotspur, "/izerd end other Annusls. All with
school stories. Good prices perid, P, Tillett 67 Ford bridge
wwed, ashford, Mi dlesex.

?
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CUR LONDON TRIP - by Gereld .illison.

Some talk of Dritein's Festivel,or the Pritish Industries Feir
As smong the Seets O' London,which mak' fowk stend end stare.
7ut when ten of us fra' Yorkshire, cum up by last ncet's trein,
The first plece that we assked for, were "Hume Houae,I.ordsh:I{:Bne['

"Neyl" seid o stertled bobby, "there's nowt to see dowm there, |

Tt's miles awey from 't- festival, or 'tBritish Industries Feir.

There's no skylons there; nor nylons; I don't think there's a .!
ub!

iy lad," we calmly enswered, "but there is 't 0ld Boys 1ooﬂ
club

mje'ye fowk there weiting for us, Len, Josie, Bob and Ben,

And Ttoger, Ron end Cherlie, and othor unknown friends,

Ton't telk to us o't Festivel, you'll nobbut waste your puff.

Just point 't-road to East Dulwich, and then the's done enough."

A pessing strenger heard us ask for the 0.B.B.C.

4nd telk sbout the Magmet, Gem, Union-Jeck and Nelson Lee.

"Excuse me, leds,'" he said at last, "but I heard whet you said

Is there & place in London #here those books are still reed?"

#There is en' #l1" we enswered, "and that's where we're off now.

"You cen keep you Lords,end Mdme. Tusssuds, and oll your other|
shows.

The South Bsnk Exhibition wculd have been built in vain

If visitors to London, knew about Lordship Lene.

By now & crowd had gethered. The news spresd gquickly round

Thet 211 our favourite books of old wer' somewherc to be found

'7i11 up ceme Herbert Morrison, snd wi' im Gerald Berry.

And vhen they found out whet wes up, they reelly played old
Herry!

mhy didn't we know of this before?' they very crossly eried.

wie could heve saved a lot of cash, if only we hed tried.

To think whet teeming multitudes there would have been to sce

If only we hed publicised this here 0,5.5.C."

Mlell, we'll know better next time; and in 20 - 51

You cen bet your boots upon it - there will be much more fun.

For in thet yesr the Festivel, we tell you very pleain,

Will be held dovm in Eest Dulwich, et Hume House, Lordship Leng!

"ANTED: C.D. fnnusls 1947, 1948, 1949, 1950. ‘
Bill Martin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridese park, Iendon, N.7.10.
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LTTER BOX

C. D. Wonld Be Incomplete Without
Letters from Frank Richards.
_—_ “Bpril 24th, 1951.
Deer Herbert Leckenby,

Thank you for yours this morming. Yes, I have seversl
"gperes” of the chess photogreph, and zm very plessed to send
one of them rolling down to Ric. I am despetching it hy the
pame post, so that our friend Ronald msy receive it before he
leaves for his summer holidays.

I had & very pleasent letter from Romeld Hunter sbout the
radio pley, which I wes glad to lesrn ceme through perfectly
at Rio, though st this end the short wave was very refractory,
and I listemed—in in vein., However, the BBC kindly sent me a
copy of the Portuguese trenslation, sc I was £bls to reed it
while giving esr to the squesks end equalls of the short wave.

The paper shortage has set in ngein es severely as ever,
if not more so. I hoped that we hed done with it! That e
hope!l However Dilly Bunter's Postel Order certeinly will
sppeer this month, and sccording to my letest information The
Scapegrace of St. Jim's and Talbot's Secret will zlso be out
by the end of the month: but with regerd to these two I won't
feel quite certein till I see them. Pcor "Jeck" is relegated
to the dubious future, =nd Rookwood and Cercroft remein on the
knees of the gods. If this goes on I think I shall chuck
writing, snd cerry out my orisinel intention — formed in 1880
— of going to seal

No doubt you noticed e reference in the Deily Meil yester
dey — the Who Where column — to the new OBIC, Dirminghsm.
From whet I hear this youngster scems to be very thriving.

With kind regerds,
Alweys yours sincerely,
FRANK RICHAHDS.
I believe I omitted to ackmowledge the latest C.D. Billy
Bunter's fault! Guod 88 ever, my desr boy, or better.

Mey 11th, 1951.
Dear Herbert Deckenby,

Many thenks for the C.D. The increase to 1/6 does not
surprise me: excepting thet you have been able to delay it
so long: for it was obviously inevitable.

They say thet cverything that goes up must come downs
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but if thet rule applies to the price of paper, I fear that
we have a long time to weit before we hear it bump! Anyhow,
where in the three kingdoms is an equally good eighteen-
pennyworth to be found?

I was very interested in Mr. Jones's article on J.N.P.,
and couldn't sgree more with what he says: though it did
reawaken some old memories thet I would like to leave un-—
remembered. Roger Jenkins' article on Rookwood is really
good reading. He evidently knows his subject inside out, and|
I must say I appreciate his remerk about the subtlety of de-
lineation of character ceusing the same to be sometimes over—
looked. He is right, too, that the whole of the Rockwood
gerics in the Boys' Friend wes the genuine goods. I always
had a great affection for "Uncle James", and I had some happy
weeke writing the book that Mandeville's are to publish about
him, —— if the paper shortage doesn't kmock him on the head!

With kind regesrds,
Always yours sincerely,
FRANK RICHAHDS .

Three of Them!

MANDEVILLE PUBLICATIONS,
45, Great Russell St.,
London, W.C.1l.
17th Hay, 1951
Dear Mr. Leckenby,
Hereunder list of forthcoming Tom Merry books, which I am
happy to state will be published sooner than was anticipated.

Tom Merry Series
Scapegrace cf St. Jim's  June  T7/6
Talbot's Sccret August  7/6
hookwood Series
Rivals of Rrookwood School, September, 7/6.
: Yours sincerely,
A, E. GERRAID.
(Note change in Nessrs, Mandeville Publications eddress. - H,L.)

WANTED: Girls' magezines, School Friend, Schoolgirls' Own |
(weekly and monthly), Schoolgirl, Schooldays. Also Schoolgirls’
Ovn annuals and Cliff House Annuals. Glso Holiday Annuals for
1920, 1921, 1925, 1927, and 1928. arthur J. Scuthway,
P.0. Lox 3, Deaconsfield, Cape Province, South .frice.
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Ed:.tur:- He }I. Bcnd - 10, I:r~ Ten, .h:Lu'b:Lm. Cardiff. \ales.
e e L e L el P Tl
THE ROUND T ABLE.

Once more the summer season has come along
and within a few weeks many members of the Sexton Blake circlq
will be on their vmy to the sea or the country. ‘When I was
a lad and the dear old UNIOMN JACK was going strong, nothing
pleased me better then to spend the sumer holidays with
Blakee T could be found sat on a stile or lying on a sandy
beach with either the U.J. or sn S.B.L. I still try and
spend part of my holidays with the lan from Baker Street even
though times have changed. Hovr and then I find my eight
year old son enjoying the adventures of the ssme charactoer
in the pages of the KNOCKOUT COMIC and I marvel at the wmy
in vhich Rlake has kept his popularity despite vhat I consider|
to be many changes for the vorse. I am not a lover of the
comie strip and could never interest myself in the pictorial
adventures of my favourite character but nevertheless he still]
| remains alive and interests young ond old alike. Unlike
many other lads of his age my boy will bo able to give his
opinions of the old U.J. stories before he is much older und
it vill be very interosting to note his roactionse Times
have chahged greatly in every conceivable nanner since the
1920's vhen I wms enjoying the U.J. to the full. The many
illustrations in those old copies cmply confimm this, but
somchow the storics do not scam to dito nuech, cxcept in one
or two instonces. Reforcnces of jet cngines and aotom bombs
sro ontirely nmissing, but thero wero lany unhoexrd of (in those|
days) inventions ete vhich I morvelled ot thon but vhich my
lad finds comonplace. However, as I remurked, Blake is the
noin thing and dospito that oxcellent urtiele by Tom fopporton|
last month he livos on in memory if not in person. A second
sories S.B.Le 1ill alimys score over a 3rd scrics volume in
my estimetion vhile tho lattor will undoubtedly be the favourite
of tho modern lad wmtil another series eventually tak cs its
place. And so the times change and yet for some of us raain
as they "cres I go on holideys next weck and vill sec that
a aunber of S.B.Ls sre pocked in ny ocases This ycar, for the
first tirme T shall onjoy Blakeo on Blackpool sandsi »

HaiieBonde
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REVIEW S Gerald Allison,
" 40 Down" by Hilary Kin
SeBsle Noe 237 tod Press = 7d)e.

Quito goods Milory hing is keoping up to tho standard
he sot in his first Scxton Bloke story.

0f course, if the taxi-driver at Redwod station had
clonned the chalk dust off tho seat of his ear, or if ho
had boen on duty when Tinker wms snooping round, the tale
would have ended on page l4e

Hovevory, Bloke doserved a bit of lucke From them on,
the action ves unflagginge

Parsonss

Fair to averages On page 11 Blake'sclient onters
hoavily voileds

"Before I say anything", shc vhispers, T nust insi
on ocimeibkw inviolable secroey. I cunna‘t: =~ I dare n;tst
risk being involved in scandal®,

But, four pages later, sic geps furiously, "Nothing
will stop me, noithor seandal, nor anything olso. T'11
ghriek the truth fronm tho houso~tops",

Vory caroless writing lir. Parsons.

I ngree vith Superintondent (NOT Soopor, pleasel)
Vennor thon ho =ays on page 42:= "Ono days the phone vill
ring and an agitatod voice will toll mo that lipe Edvard
Certor has boon found murdored in rovolting circunstmeesn

Roll on that day! :

e e e e R L Pl Sl Sl b
"SEXTON BLAKE IN THL ED7ARDIAN ERA™
lock out for tho nov serios by WALTER WESE
Part 1 will eppear in tho July nuibr of tho C.D.
Also next momth “SEXTON BLAIZ AT HOME"

by Wilfred Darvine
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FOR THE SECOND TILE

in five yeors an inpostor is at tork.
Yes, soncono intont on stealing lourecls from Soxton Blako
ngain appears on the bockstallse Is he the nyst erious
inpostor spoken of by Tom Hopperton. Oh no! Ho is, once
again the *fanmous' London private investigotor Ruston Carr
of no definite addross. And he is aided and obotted by
a big and bulky ex policenan with large hands and foot and

a round rod face called George lionasell. George, incidoentall

is apparontly as kean on stealing laurels from Tinkcor as
his enployer is from Blokoas Wo would not nind him
hi~jacking thcse honours from Edwnrd Yarter but we do not
like hin stealing diroctly. And to add to all this bare
faced pilforing of honours ve are shocked to learn thab
Suporintondent Richord Vizard is following in the footsteps
of his unorthodox fricnds by attoampting to tok e tho place of
our dear old "Soopor" = Claudius Venners  You are shoelked?
And rightly sol Wow lot ne explain that all this jiggory
pokory is contained in a now book Jjust publishod by wright
and Brown at 6/-. It is called "llo Alibi for iiurder" ond
is an aliost exact reprint of S.B.L. 3rd serics ilo, 111
"The Riddle of ‘the Indian Alibiv,. It is nicc to knovw that
a Bleko author likc kire Parsons should find onc of his
novels availdb lo for the libraries, but it is doplorable
hat one of his original Blake storics should bo rchashedas
thy shouldn't Bleko appear in the book? It can't bo a
quostion of copyright can i$f Or is it that tho AP, or
7 & B L4d feel that tho nanc of Blake might spoil a salos.

T have olwmys been against this reprinting business and

+thi nov bock once again gives ne tho opportunity to cxpress
uy viows. L, Porsons is a prolifie author as wo all knows
I sugeest that ho vrites original novols for the librarics
instood of allowing his Blako storios to bo rchashods Carr
enn nevor tako tho placo of Bloke in the yos of the Blake
fons and it is not right that tho non=-Blako reader should
bo forced to pay 6/- for a novdl vhich was originally pub-
lished for 7de T do not doubt that the story is vorth 6/-
but that is not tho point. To the genuine Soxton Blcoko
onthusiast it is deplorablo that o case vhich wus originally
successfully concluded by thoir favouritc character should

be brought to life for somecone ol so to solvos
Hel.a Bonde

¥
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COLLEINT o

"I liked Tonr Hopporton's orticle a lot, although it was
o but dostructive. If Bloke is doad, as he says, thore
isn't nuch point in continuing roporting his advonturcs.
Hovovor, cven Sherlock Holnes was once killed off, and hai
to be brought back to life. T think our attitude should
boi= "Sexton Blako is Dead. Long live Sexton Blake!"

Gorald Allism,

TITSPIRATION,

Tho following short reforcnce to Bloke and door ald
Pedro wrs taken out from an old copy of the RadiowTinc 3.

I heve alvays liked detcetive storics. As
a scheolboy, I could raisc no interost in
proving Pythagirns® Thoory, but T wns al-
wmys enthusiastic vhen it ecmo to solving
the problaag confronting Nelson Leo, Wick
Cortor, and ell tho other famous sleuthe
hownds of tle days The exonple sot by
Shorlock Holmes wms alone respensible for
ny exerucinting scrapings on the violin,
and Sexton Blake's om blocdhound inspired
no to inflict on ny first puppy the nare
"Pedro".  ly enthusinsm, hovever, did net
extond to taking coeaine, and 1y Pedro
devoloped a disposition to petty larceny
vhich would have shocked his nmesako,

I vondor if the author Reginald Jordan is still in-
torested in Blako?
Wilfred Darwine

i e e

ARTIULES AND FEATURES ARE URGRITLY REQUIRLD FOR BLAKTAlA.
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BLAKE THROUG THZI YEARS. (continuod) WALTLR TEBDe

To conclude this sorios of articlos of Blako in the
Vietoricn Era T will tnke tho spotlight cwmy fran the
Conforoneo Table, around which tho authors, editors and
higher-ups of thc period cre gnthored in debate, and imtro=
duce a 36 year old Viectorian novolist vho was, pany years
lator, to enter tho fiocld of Blake writerss Hig mne ==
Arthur Honry Patorson. Born in Bowden, Cheshire on the
15th July 1862, Arthur Pnterson ms o shoop famer in New
lixico betvcan tho yoars 1877 to 1879, cnd farmed in Wostorn
Konsas between 1879 and 1880« Rotwrning to England in
1881 hc entored a merchants ofMee in Birkerhead, and,
beginning ns a clerk rose to the post of sub-rmnagore The
oloven yoors botwcen 1885 to 1896 saw him as Distriect
Secrotary of tho Charity Orgmisation Soc icty in London
during vhich timc he swrote his first book "The Bettor Lian"
vhich was published in 1890,

It vould have boon possible, a& the time of which T
vrites to havoobtnined one of Arthur Patcrson's most thrilling
and wuccessfuk books "A Son Of Tho Plains" fron any largoe l
bocksellors in the groat notropolise It vms first published
in 1895, It wns vhon ho had eontored into the twilight of
his writing erocr thot tho cuthor first began to chroniclo
Blcako's exploits ond it is sad to refleot tha in the
rapidly cdvancing days prior to his denise, in which he
corplotod cloven stories for tho UNION JAGKs ho should live
only sufficiontly long to sco thrce of them in print. A
finc writor, Arthur Potorson passed avway on the 16th Jonuary
1928 at tho age of 65

On this sonbro note tho ewrtain rings d.o\-m_ on the
Viectorion orn nnd tho spotlight roves on to the Ldvardian
poriod, during vhich time Soxton Blake's stock rose higher
gtille This, howover, nust bu the subjeet for ancther
scrios of articlcse

==00000== THE ENDe ==—0000Q==

YOUR OPINION OF TIE WALTER WEBB SERIES WILL EE
VERY LUCH APPROCTATLDe SEND IT TO THE
EDNTTOR OF BLAKTAN.L "ITIIOUT DLLAY.




B SDNTON BLeKD LIBRCRY (FIRST SERIES) 1915-1925. ().
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17« Their Greoat Adventure. ife Groydon.

18, The Bonker's “ruste t Ljs Osbornos
¥is Excolloncy's Socreote « lurraya

0. 1In Triplo Dioguisos ot e aon.

21le The Golden Belts. Ae Tlurroye

22, The Case Of Tho Cashierod Officor. W, M, Graydon.

23, Traitor and Spy. A,.S.Hardy.

24e The lim With Tho Grom Iyose lie Obborne.

254 The Socrot Of Drakers Fplly. Ao Hurraye

264 Tho Enbassy Dotoctive. Ile Graydons

21« A Caso Of Blocknail, Fe Alaise

284 Sexton Blolce=Soceinl Consicblos Lle Osbornce

29, The Cotopave Andrew lurray.

30 Tho Throe Truils. W.M, Graydon.

31s Craft and Cumning, W ,M,Graydon.

32, Ten Yeors Aftcre lie Obbornos

THE SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY (SECOND SERIES) 1925-1.941 ().
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1.
2
3
4a
Sa
6a
7
84
Oq
104
1.
12
134
14,
154
16

The Soeret Of The Coconnut Grovos.
Tho Adventure of the Amnoroes

The Casc Of The Deported 3

The Yollow Cote

The lystory 0f Tho Fletimun llugnote
b'e Sona

he Ipyptinn Students Co Brisbencs
Case Of The Ten Dicrondse

Case Of Tho iian tho Never Slepte
Affair Of Tho Phanton Care
Hunchbeck Of Hotton CGordone
Cnso Of Tho Socicty Blodimn ilore
Tho liystery Of Tho Stmnley Viaducts
Cese Of Tho Bogus Sridos

Tho
The
The
The
Tho
Tho
The

The
Tho
Tho

Cooo Of The Mes
Adventuro of £

Crumblorock Crivios

Cluc Of Tho Fowr Wigss

Princce li, Groydon,

G.Ha Toode

Ae Bleire

Ge Choster,
Ps Quiroule.
lia Croydone

Gally Toeds

Ge Evanse

E.Je Lurraye
HeGrogory Hill,
s Graydone

A« Skenes

Ge Chicstors

fie Bloire

Galle Tooda

Hoxt llonth:-

Furrthor UNIOH JACK titlose




