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Editor, Miscellsnsous Section
Herbert Leckenty, Telephone Exchange,
C/o Central Registry, Northern Commend, York.

FROt THE EDITOR'S CHAIR

The Annuel Event: We'rc psst the longest dsy of the ycar;
the longer nights are coming, so wc must get dovn in earmest
to our Fifth C.D. Anmuel. TWith this issue you will get the
now femiliar forms. Now I do went to sppeel to you to com-—
plete the Questionneire ss quickly es possible. Tast yeer,
despite the utmost, & number of ncmes were omitted, not always
due to the feult of the unfortunate ones, but becsuse there
wes such & rush st a late hour, thus sdding to my problems.
There's bound to be many additional nemes too, for we ere find-
ing quite & lot of new friends.

Now I told you some time ago that wo had been able to put
on one side s good proportion of the psper we shall require.
Horeover, putting my cerds on the teble as ususl, there was
not quite such & steep incresse in price as for that for the
monthly. But there wes en increese and therc will be e bigger
one for the rest of thu peper we require, to sey nothing of
stencils, envelopes, etc. Therefore I am sure none of you
(will quibble if we meke our price this yeer 10/6. This we
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Ihink will eneble us to meke it sbout the seme substantial
volume it wes lest yeor. Anyone cen, if they wish, pey by
instelments.

We ere alresdy assured of articles up to the high sten-
derd of previous yeers, but shall welcome more, S0 youtll ged
your grey mstter to work, won't you?

And, of course, we must have edverts. The old rete,
2d. word.

+ + +

Scoop. The London 0.B.B.C., thanks to the slert Bob
Whiter, served up e delightful surprise st its meeting on
June 17th, for they hed es guest Mr. C. H. Chepmen, the elever
artist whose drewings were femilier to Megnet resders for
30 yeers. You will be sble to reed 2ll about it in the
report of the meeting. Another grest score for the Londoners.
Edwy Seerles Brooks (twics); Kemmeth Brookes; Eric R. Perker:
ond now C. H. Chepmen. If only — well, you know whet I mesn,
don't you?

+ + +

Boys' Weeklies Lgein Provide Newspeper Copy. "The
Yorkshire Post", leeding journsl of its county, geve boys'
weoklies a rere spread in its issue of Mey 3lst. The srticle
covered three helf-columns, end had 8 benner heeding in
large type, thus:

BOYS LIKE SCIENTIFIC
ROMANCE
Teles of planets_end mechines
repgace Billy -Bunter.
By Derrick Boothroyd.

Tn the Lexi Mr. Raothr-wvi, Mr\anth’;_\a old Hpmiltonian
Deseribed ¢ chat he had with his newassgent. Discussing the
evident crese for stories of fentestic rdventure, visits to
the plenets end 80 on, the newsagent displayed one exemple

nd seid:
= wlLook here. Lven school stories hrve to be scientific
these deys."

The picture showed & peculier object rather like 2
£lying bomb with legs on stalking over & well in the direc-
tion of o school. "The pupile snd teechers of Hillsbury
school", & caption explained, "have been kidnapped end trenst
ferred to enother plemet, where &n exsct copy of the school

b udlt."
hos ;g?s flight of fency pede Mr. Boothroyd ask, "Aren't
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there eny normal school sturies, then? Vhat sbout my old
friends Herry Wharton end Bob Cherry? Isn't Billy DBunter
still borrowing fivwrs from peopls to pey for his doughnuts
et the Greyfriers tuck shop? "

- ‘{he newsagent shook his head. "No," he seid with
affectionate remembrance. "The old 'Ha ' £ =
ago, £nd so did the tGem'. There isn!ltggg:t gzﬁg?eg oot
gensible one left." He shook his hesd sedly. "I don't
know Whu:.n?ds irg coz:d.;g tg these days."
wholeggle n@-’:ﬁigﬁm"?ia got %gghfg{,‘i g?ﬂg % 1%%?%%3%}1@2 8
dey weeklies, including the Thomson papers, the A.P. Chempion
snd & number of comles. After e lengthy exemination he
seemed to come to the conclusion that elthough the comics had
not changed & grest deel, tho others could not compare with
the helcyon deys of the Megnet end the Gem.

ind. I wot if o poll wes taken emong ell those who rend
these lines there would be 100 per cent sgreement. One, in
fect, thet young enthusiest, Brisn Honeysett, lost little
time in ssying 80.

i dey or so later I let myself go in ¢ letter of some
length. Needless to say I put up o case for the deys when
editors were resl live personalities, end euthors not merely
s line of type - or less.

Then friends from down-under heve sent me caﬁga of the
Melbourne " n for Lpril Tth. Therein wes #n 8 icle

to the greeter port of a pege under the herding

wyprns of Yester Year - Magnets for the Boys". The writer

2d cvldently bgen en avid reeder his youth snd cven though

8 memory had failed him somewhet(he mede Tom Brown one of

the Famous Fives hed Primble ot Reokwood confused Ferrcrs
Locke with Ferrers lord; and geve Tregellis West o8 the
suthor of "The Invesion of England") it wes & very interest-
ing erticle.

and no sooncr had T written £11 this then I heerd of
more enterprise un the part of Jack Corbett, energetic
cheirmen of Midlend Section, 0.B.B.C. It included & fine
publicity letter in the wMenchester Guardisn", @ good write—
up in the Birminghem Evening Dispetch, end en interview with]
colubmist on the Sundey Meil. loreover, € copy of the Gep
hed been sent to Dr. Edith Summersiill (n reeder in her
echooldeye) to which & cherming reply hed been received.
Hice work, Birminghen.

+ + +

imother Colloctors® Megezine! Here's s cordirl welcome
to "Collecting Juvenile Iiterature", published by Theeler
Dryden et 17 Vencouver Tived, LEAdgwarc, Middlesex. No.l is
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meinly by wey of intrcduction ond it is gretis. It consista
of four pages very neetly printed in green ink. It is steted
to be "e liegezine for Hobbyists who Collect Boys' snd Girls?
Papers, lMegezines snd Books of To-dey end Yesterday. Reed by
Ycuth - and by Grown-ups ho Stay Youngl"

On the four peges Mr. Dryden gets in quite 2 lot about
the hobby znd the names of quite a number of our members sre
mentioned. He hopes to publish it quarterly, incresse the
size with en appropriate cherge, #nd include srticlee of
interest to 211 collectors. Here's wishing it e long life.

+ + 4+

That London Moeting, I mede rother a bleomer over my
cwn ccuments on thet suspicious event. Not setisficd with
whet T had written I mede enother sttempt end thought I hed
<xpressed myself better. Then I'11 be blessed if I didn*t
furget to exchange them for those first written. Perhapa it
didn't metter very much but I could have kicked myself for ond
thing. In the re-write I did whet I should hsve done in the
first place - prid tribute to Len Peckmen for hendwriting somd
fifty copies of that long tw.-page Quiz. The tesk wes obout
equal to doing 2000 lines for lir. Quelch, but I guess there
weg more pleesure in the doing thereof, even though it must
have required a lot of patience.

Sorry, Len, for being » month late. 5

fnd I am over-running my space, nc morethis month from

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECKENBY .

STOP PRESS. e deeply regret to enncunce the sudden
death of Arthur J. Cruse, of Dristol, He died in his sleep
as the result of a hesrt ettack.

Readers of the C.D. will know that Mr, Cruse hed written
8 book "Hobby Horse to Ride" in which cur cwn particular hoh‘zrj
had o lengthy chapter. It is tregic to think he has not
lived to s.e it published.

Hr. Cruse wee well known s en suthority on cigerette
cerds, and he was recently in thc news when he received a
cheque for £1000 from King Ferouk in payment of » gquantity.-

VALTED: Dunter ond Tom Merry bocks - reesonable.

S. Checkley, 18 Tarlington Rosd, Coundon, Coventry.
WANTED ¢,D. innable 1947, 1948, 1949, 1950. Bill Hartin,
193 Hillside, Stonebridge Psrk, London, N.7. 10.
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POPULAR PAPERS OF THE PART

No. 15. The Doys' Own Megezine
By Tom Hopperton.

"TAKE TWO DOZLN EGGS..."

Yes, Mrs. Beetonl® '"Beeton" end "Cookery Beook" sre as
indissolubly linked in the English mind es "fish and chips"
or "Weery Willy and Tired Tim". Still, if publishing his
wife's books is likely to remain Ssmuel Orchart Beeton's chief
claim to fame, he did make & pioneering contribution to e
field in which, except at mesl-time, collectors find more
interest. :

Beeton was swimning with the tide when he leunched "The
Boys'! Own Megezine" in Jemuery, 1855. An unlettered popule-
tion had been no perticuler hendicep to "Merrie England", but
the growth of the capitalist system hed made a litereste working
clase & necessity. Compulsory education was only eborted in
1843 by religious dissension, end the effcrts of the privete
and subsidised schocls had, even in the 'thirties, produced e
mass cf people hungry for reeding meatter, but unsble either
to appreciete or afford the weres of the ordinary bookseller.

he risi ublishers of the penmy-pert romences resped e rich
‘ﬁaf-vest I—]gtgair doyen, Edwsrdpl,ﬂdlz ﬁone put ow hgn&rada -

but these yerns, fierce or .therwise, were nut primerily eimed
et juveniles. The ides thet & boy could be entertained whilg
reoding wes one not yet fully developed. Becton end others
helped it om.

"Everybedy's Weekly" (24-3-1951) wee secrificing sccusry
tc effect when it seid of the "B.O.M.": "Ncbody ever thought
of such & venture before... which was literelly crommed with
thrilling tales". ©Twven I can trace ¢ dozen previous papers,
mostly conteining fiction: teles occupied only e third of
Buoton's epece, end smyone who digs up ccpies expecting to se¢
some revclutionsry immovetion will be disepp-inted. Beetcn
wes the child cf the times snd the parents snd publishers cf
the dey were keener om "uplift” then & modern corsetier. A
feir semple of the then populer is "The Ycuth's Instruct.r eng
Guerdisn" which reached Volume 31 in 1847 ond probsbly persisged
for seversl more yeers. It berred fiction, osnd its sclid
megses of improving informetion mey heve enlightened but
certeinly did not enliven the minds f its resders.

Beetun follcwed clusely in its pattern, even down to the|
gw x 6" pege size. aversging it ocut, 33 peges of the 92 in
e m.nthly pert were given _ver tc fiction, 58 to erticles,
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and one to poetry. Samples of the three serials sre:

weressy and Polctiers" by J.C. Edger; "The Adventures of
Reuben Devidger, Seventeen Yesrs end Four Months Captive among
the Dysks of Borneo'; "Hubert Ellis, A Story of King Richerd's
Days the Second" (sic) end "Ingonyams, the Caffre Chief", by
that Captein Drayton who was still twrning out boys' stories
when he was 8 full-blown genersl. Most interesting of sll
is "Silas the Conjurcr". Silas is also a ventriloguest, end
it is quite clear that Velentine Vox deposited an ample credif
in the Bank of Credulity which has besen freely drawn on by &
host of his successors from Siles to W. G. Bunter.

The articles covered a wide field in science, natursl
history end general interest, sometimes with gquite advanced
technical date. There were long-winded series covering
historicel and geogrephicel highlights such as the "Story of
the Dritish Navy" and "Up in the Alps". (If there was &
single species of Swiss bug thet escsped the pen of Sir
Lascelles Wraxell, it should feel slighted). But even
although it wes not "crammed with exciting stories" the "B.O.M.
was evide tly to the taste of its clients. It lasted for |
over thirteen yeasrs, wherees its compenion wentures, "The TLoys
Own Journsl™ and "The Boys' Penny Magezine" stayed for & mere
six months and four yeers, respectively.

Externsl troubles played their part, however, and Beeton
was hopelessly hendicepped by the feilure of his bank and by
illness. The paper died in 1874 end the poor editor,
stricken by T.DB., followed it in 1877. They were carried to
success on the first great wave of literacy. If they hed
endured cnly 2 few yuesrs longer they could heve achieved even
greater triumphs on the lerger wave set in motion by the 1870
Educetion Act, but by thet time Beeton and his werks were sond
end the chief beneficlaries were the Harmsworths.

WANTED: Girls' magazines, School Friend, Schoolgirls' Own
(weekly and monthly) Schoolgirl, Schooldeys. Also Schoolgirls
Own Annuals end Cliff House Anmusls. Also Holidey Annuels
for 1920, 1921, 1925, 1927, end 1928. Arthur J. Southwsay,
P.0. Box 3, Bemconsfield, Cape Province, South Africe.

WANTED: Cheer Boys Cheer, Vol.l, Fos. 1 to 12, 14, 18, 20,

21, 22. Vol.3, No.66. Boys Friend 3d Librery, N0.2,5,7,8;
10, 182, 196, 595. 1d. Mervel, No.393.

i

E. Blight, Constantine Bey, St. Merryn, Padstow.
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HAMILTONIA
Conducted Herbert Lecken!

Here's more sbout Cherles Hamilton's eerly writing acti-

wvities. On May 5, 1907, appeared the first number of "The

" price one halfpenny. The publishers were Tranps,
Holmes & Co., Who had already scme “comics". A few weeks
earlier "The Gem" had been born and "The Venguard" was the
same size with & cover of slightly different tint. Main
feature was & long complete story and thet in No.l was "The
New Boy at Northcote" by Charles Hamilton. Stories of a
varied kind followed until we come to No.T which was "Plucky
Jack Stanhope - The Adventures of a Boserd School Boy" also by
¢.H. who also was responsible for No.1l9, "The Fourth Form at
Northcote". There were others later but I have no note of
them.

It will be remembered that a few mon-school stories
appesred during the first weeks of the "Gem". Then an astute
editor made it the home of St. Jim's with nc other tenants.
On the other hand the "Venguerd" ccntinued with veried stories
and died at en early gge.

One wonders whet would have happened if its editor had
decided to boost Northcote.

From ig Weekly to Television: Way back in the carefree
summer dsys of 1908 when the golden-hued cover of modest
1ittle psper called the Magnet was becoming a femilier sight
on the bookstslls, not even s Jules Verne would have foretold:
nIn near 50 yeers time Herry Wherton and his chums, snd thet
queer fellow Dunter, will still be at Greyfriars. Moreover,
not only will you have the opportunity of reading ebout them
but you will be able to git back in & chair in your own home,
sdjust your spectacles and with your grendchildren by your
side wateh those eternel schoolboys come to life on & screen
in the metmer of the plays you see in those new "Picture
Paleces". No, no prophet would have dered to sey thet, and
if he hed, you wouldn't have believed him. Yet, #8 I mentiong
lest month, unless something unforeseen occurs it's going to
heppen before this year of grace has run ite course. Verily,
snother stirring page to en smezing story.

When the possibility was mentioned et the eventful Whit
Sunday London mecting, a heartfelt cry went up, "It's to be
hoped they make a better job of it then they did with the

(=1

Greyfriars episode in the "Zoys Will De Boys" broadcest."
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7ell, there ere hopes, for, sccording to the "Daily Mail"
of June 6th Frank Richerds himself is writing the seripts.
Whet is more, Greyfrisrs is being built ot Alexandra Pelacc.
Evidently the D.D.C. mean business. The "Daily Mail" wonders
where they sre going to find 2 boy fat enough to play Tunter.
Moybe they'll reverse the recent slimming business and feed up
some lucky youth in the menner Dunter would eppreciste. Tut
the problem won't end there; they!ve got to discover someone
able to portray the Dunter known to the feithful. And that's
not going to be easy.
m Anywey, to those lucky ones within renge I can see some
dates with e television screen this winter.

MIDDLE AGE SPREAD
y P. A, TWalker

It scems fairly sefe to essume that the mejority of the
resders of the "Collectors' Digest" sre approaching middle ageh
or have resched it! In other words, their memories of the
golden days of the Mrgnet, Gem, Doys' Friend, Nelson Lee,
Union Jack sné the others sre somewhere sround the end of the
1914-1918 wer.

This being so, I propose to devote & little time and
space examining this "purple period”.

The fields of Flenders filled our minds during those deys|.
Errend boys whistled "Tipperary", "Pack up your troubles", end
"If you were the only girl in the orld". Cherlie Cheplin was
the screen's idol, ond sppeered on the front page of "The
Funny Wonder'" each week, lilitary processions were frequent
diversions. The curious looking mule was greatly in evidence.

The Mognet end Gem discerded their red end grecn cOvVeIS.
They were now printed in bronze blue on white, end were shortly
to be 1¥d, I remember, very distinctly, that the tales veried
in quelity. One week they were good, another simply putrid.
Like many others et that time I wes considersbly puzzled, but
ss 211 collectors now know, only Frank Richards wes responsiblle
for the good ones.

It wes around this time that the Gem contained stories
desling with Levison Minor, end Levison major's subsequent
reformation. Cerdew of the Fourth was catching the eye, end
the Chums of Study No.9 were vying with the Terrible Three
for publicity. "Moneybags Minor" wes & new pel for Crooke.
The one end only Gussy beceme r racehorse owner in "D'Arcy's
Deal" ond "onny Led's Race'. The Gem cerried 8 weekly pnnell
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exhorting us "To Eat Less Fuod", and the "back rumbers
required” colum shewed that the boys in the trenches still
wented their Magnet end Gem. Menners hed & lot of trouble
with his minor during this period, and the curicus St.Jim's
perliement wes formed with headquerters in Peppers Darn. e
heard quite & deal sbout Grundy,WVilkins and Gunn, St.Jim's
counterparts of Coker, Potter snd Greene of Greyfriers. The
Gem dwindled in size, and beceme & very slim thing of 16 pages
with consequent reduction in the size of the illustrations,
which were by the redoubtsble Werwick Reynolds. Herries had
an orchestre, snd the Sussex countryside sbounded in sples.
Jeck Dleke captured o Fun eirmen all by himself, #nd Zeppell.uj

aroned over St.Jims.

The distasteful Deggy Trimble wes prominently feetured,
end the editor went to & lot of trouble to tell us that Frenk |
Richerds, Mertin Clifford snd Owen Conquest were three entirely
Jdifferent people in o serisl entitled "Personal Recollections".

A list of Gem titles eppesred week by week in the Editor's
Chet, whetting our appetites with "Figgins' Fig Pudding",
"phe Mystery of the Peinted Room", and "The Housemsster's
Homecoming™ .

A prolonged series desling with » succession of sporting
battles between Shell and Fourth started its merathon run.
fesides cricket, football, boxing, crosg—cofintry running, end
the 1ike, we were regeled by long-winded accounts of chess
bettles, snd Koumi Reo hed the wind wp very badly when the
Germon raiders were overhead. Presumably this series was by
J. N. Pentelow. Telly D'Arcy ren away from St.Jims ond toock
up boxing, snd the redoubteble Clive of the Fourth used 2 heavy
hand in desling with the roulette players.

These were good deys for the Gem despite the effects of
the war end peper shortage, snd it is interesting to reflect
that even in 1917 the Gem introduced # dcuble Christmes numbex
with e grand yern "The Shadow of the Past".

And the Mognet followed in similer strein. "a Very
gallent Gentlemen" comes vividly to mind, in which Courtney cf
the Sixth lays down his life for e friend. "Parted Pals" ond
"Linley Minor" are two eerly memories. A strenge Christmas
mumber appeared with e coloured cover depicting "Four from thg
East", ond desling with en unusuel Christmes party which in-
cluded one Piet Delerey, who later seemed to vanish from the
Groyfrisrs scene. "The House on the Heath", a tele of vast
snowstorms ond esceping Germans, wos enother Christmas issue
of plerssnt memory. And » very vivic memory too, ss similsr
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weather conditions were prevailing at the time of reading.
4lonzo Todd was regularly featured. The Chinee, "un Lung, an
unfortunate travesty, I slwayes felt, and & dimimtive minor,
Hop Hi made frequently appesrances.

Curiously enough, the war seemed farther away in those
Magnets than in the Gem, but in 1918 it came to en end, and
the Companion Pepers continued, end in 1920 & new girls'
weekly, "The School Friend" appesred. It was a Miss Hilde
Richards this time who entertesined us week by week with her
chronicles of school life at Cliff House. Darbara Redfern,
Merjorie Hezledene, Dessie Dunter asnd Co. were our new girl
friends.

In September of that year a grest new thrill arrived in
the shape of the Holiday Anmuel,lster, for some obscure reason,
to become the Greyfriars Holidey Anmual. The editor of the ﬂ

Companion Pspers kept us on edge for weeks, prior to the grea
dey of publication. It took months to seve up 6/- in order t
buy this memmoth production. However, we did it, end the first
Holiday anmsl wes ours. Maps and plens of Greyfriars and
St.Jims and Rookwood were pored over, and we studied the listg
of the occupents of the three femous schools.

I remember the "Mystery of Limehouse Reech" in the Nelson
Lee. "Nipper at St.Freanks" followed some time later, and lpper
began to chromicle his own sdventures, Arthur Jones wes drew-|
ing his curious illustretions, and the greet Handforth burst
upon the scene. Reggie Pitt arrived as the Serpent, Tom
DBurton weded in, snd Jack Grey wes kidnepped. Grest deys for
the Nelson Lee.

Mondays have generally been reckoned, at any rate since T
cen remember, the black dey of the week. In my boyhood,Mondey|
was the bright dey, as the Magnet and Doys' friend ceme out
together, The Doys Friend, at this period of its long cereer,
had, of course, Owen Conguest on the front page, with grand
yarns of Rookwood. We revelled in the edventures of Jimmy
Silver end Tommy Dodd, Mornington end Erroll and young Erbert.
Adolphus Smythe, Peele end Gower, Townsend end Topham were the
"louts", with Lattrey, the villain of the piece.

Frank Richards waded in with his own sccount of thrilling
schooldays in the backwoods of Cenads, where Dob Lawless, Vere
Besuclerc, Chunky Todgers end Frenk himself tackled hungry
wolves, grizzly bears, end charp-shooting ruffians with complete
nonchelsnee. The Editor's Chat was & full peged affasir, end

urni 3 B o 1] - '
offen furnighed Lo O e e S0 Bl OF B2 e S oo
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The pink-covered Union Jack sew to it thet we had our |
weekly dose of thrills, and gave us Mr.Rsece and the Criminals'
Confederation, Dirk Dolland, Zenith, and Waldo, George Marsden|
plumer wes &t grips with Sexton DBlake, end Daker Street
appeared to be permanently enveloped in fog.

Schooldays were over, and I went into the wide world and
811 its dangers, and was pleassently informed by my elders that
the youth of 1924 were not compsrsble to the youth of 1914. I
made e mentsl note that when I reached a mature sge I would not
pass the seme remerk about the youth of 1950. DBut...l Disas—
trously, I slipped into the late teens, and the lMagnet and Gem|
faded into the background. Herry Wharton and Tom Merry,
Nelson Lee end Sexton Dlake ceassed to be of interest. Tut the
yeers slipped by, and one dey in the 1930's I agzin excheanged
24 for s copy of the Magnet, its cover now in blue and orange,
and rether unfemilier. Inside, however, were the old Greyfriars
chuns, with Dob Cherry still booming his Hello, hallo, hallo™!
and Smithy wes still nipping over the fence around the"Three
Fishers". : .

0l1¢@ memories were revived, and great days re-lived, but,
of course, our time wes 1918, wasn't it?

FOR SALE: . Bow Dells, Jack Herkewsys, Doys' Comic Journsal,

Tondon Apprentice, Bretts and other publications 1840 onwards,
24 end 14 Gems, 3.0.P., Captein and others. Offers or require-
ments to Inghem, 47 Norborough Road, Doncaster.

TURF CIGARETTE CAKDS: Cen sny reader supply (sele or exchenge)
No.36 of "Turf Cricketers" issued sbout & year ago? Only one |
required to complete the series. Write to Peter Webster, (Jun)
Waterloo House, 7 Crosby Rosd South, Liverpool 22.

YOUR PRICE PAID for No's 26 to 35 inclusive Story Peper
Collector. T.Hopperton, Courtlesnds, Fulford Rd.,Scerborough.
WANTED: Nelson Lee Libreries 1st New Series 137-139 inclusive',
in good condition. C.F.Auckland, 67 Hemsworth Ria.,Sheffield 8.
WLNTED: Aldine "Duffalo Dills", "Robin Hoods", Dick Turpins",
7nA eny eerly Toys' Friend 3d Libraries with historical stories.
Till Mertin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge Park, London, N.W.1l0.
1phone Willesden 44T4.

WANTED URGENTILY: Western 74 Librery, No's 13 snd 15. 2/— each]
end postage paid. Traynor, BCM/.dventures, London, W.C,l.




197

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB
London Section

Meeting at Cherry Place, TO06 Lordship Lane,
Weod Green, London, N.22, - June 17, 1951.

With an outstanding personality like C. H. Chepmen gracing
the company by his presence a very fine meeting was expected,
and neddless to say members were not disappointed. Already
in attendence the great artist greeted member after member
with a firm handshske end & kind word. Socon efter four

tclock the chairman announced t] and welcomed
}?n-?lghapmag with a fine speech, ﬂrﬁﬂ% ,"pa%%ing as

secretary owing to Ben Vhiter's vacation, then reed out the
mimutes. These being duly signed were followed by the
correspondence and likewise the treassurer's report, the latter
being adopted. Among the former wes a letter from Miss E.
Flinders expressing her regret st not being present owing to
pressure of work, Migs Flinders being an artist of repute
herself. While this was going on, Mr. Chepmsn was deep in
Len Packman's famous screspbook on the hobby. The tressurer
then received members' subscriptions, end as Mr. Chapman
wished to leeve soon after 6 o'clock, he invited the company
to ask him various questions on the Megnet, the A.P. etc.etc.
Numerous interesting facts then ceme to light, many heretc
wnknown. It wes very nice to kmow thet Mr. Chapman has e
ccmplete collection of Megnets snd Holidey Annuals and sctu-
ally loves the stcries steting empheticelly what'-the young-
sters of todsy were missing. It was also mice to hear his
asdmiration of ir, Richards both as & man and e writer. Meny
members then hed autograph albums ete. signed by the man
whose neme will slways be ssscciated with Greyfriars, some
more fortunste ones, myself included even hed quick sketches
executed as permanent souvenirs, mine being dreswn on the fly-
leaf of 1929 Holidasy inmal.

The first quiz, devised by Ben Whiter, was won by Bob
Blythe, with Ian Whitmore and Roger Jenkins deadheating for
second plece. The Magnet quiz was won by John Geal, with
Ien Whitmore sgain coming second. Suitsble prizes were
ewarded. Previous to this, efter heving his photograph taken
by our old friend Robby, lir. Chapman left, expressing his
delight et the keenness of members end the welcome he had
received. It is of interest that Mr. Chepmen tcok with him
£111 Gender's first volume of the S.P.C. thus resding Cedric
Rickards'! erticle on himself. I wonder if Cedric ever
the t thet scme day the celebreted ertist wes destined to
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real his article.

Time was drswing on anu efter discussing verious topics
and sctivities to be held at future meetings — the company
gradually broke up snd departed to their various destinations
taking with them, I am sure, happy memories of both the
meeting and of the man whose fine draughtsmanship has delighted
us since the day when the A.P. commissioned him to take
Arthur Clarke's place.

The next meeting was fixed for July 15th when the venue
will be Blake Chembers, in other words Cherlie Wright's famous
sbode. Attendence wes ss follows: Mr. C. H. ,

Len Peckmen with Josie and Elesnor, Charlie and Olive Wright,
¥r. Lewson, John Robyns (Robby), Ien “hitmore, Roger Southwood,
Roger Jenkins, Ron Crollis, John Geal, Cliff Wellis, Mr. Cox
and Mr. Flight, Bob Blythe, Allan Bishop, E. Reynolds,
Jir. Godseve, Mr. Godfrey, .llsn Stewart, lir. Furrell, Jim
parrott, end Bobd Thiter.

ROBERT H. WHITER, Tressurer.

Acting Sec.

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB
Northern Section.

There wes & shadow over our monthly meeting held on
June 16th, for our so populer leader insteasd of being in his
usuel chair was occupying & bed in Leeds Infirmery es a
result of a severe hesrt attack.

Bil1l Williamson, worthily teking Reg's place, had the
unheppy duty of breaking the news to those who had not heard
it. It wes obvious it ceme ss & greest shock.

Reg. had been visited earlier in the sfterncon when he
wes found to be guite cheerful. He had seid the attecks were
becomins less frequent, snd less severe. He was confident
he would be in his old place at the next meeting. It was
the fervent hope of all present thet it would be so. Reg
had also said he would be with us in spirit thet af ternoon
end asked that we proceed in the usual happy wey.

scting cheirmen Bill then extended a hearty welcome to
Honry Stebles of bredford, nresent for the first time, also
to Phil Werren, Menchester whom we hed not se<n since the
dinner.

Secretery Norman reed the mimites of the last meeting
together with some interesting letters.
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Normen also seid it wes hoped to srrange en excursion totthe
seaside, preferably the second Sunday in August. lore deteils
laterGerry Allison had more to sasy about the popularity of the
Library, announcing with a beaming smile that the income from|
it in May hed exceeded that received in Club gubscriptions. A
meeting wouldn't be a meeting without some happy ides from
Gerry. On this occesion it was that @ letter should be sent
to Reg signed by every member present in round robin fashion.

Ithanhndlmﬂtom.bmtmgrutmmmt.

I gzave nsuhpicalmlentﬁmmaduhipahmbythﬂ

London Club to the Northern the msssive volume of story titles
in Len Packmsn's familisr hendwriting which had been presented
to us, and would prove of immense value as s work of reference.

1 also told how on the day after the meeting Reg had
expressed a wish to Cherlie Uright to see 8 part of London fer
awey from the Yiest End scene. Charlie, who knows almost every
foot of his native London, obliged with a tour of Limehouse |
Heach, Wapping 0ld Steirs and many other places down Eest made
so femiliar in the exciting stories of our youth.

I told too of how Reg in hospital hed recalled, with &
1ittle cetch in his voice, of enother happy evening spent at
the home of Bob Blythe.

I concluded by saying that it mede me heppy, too, to tell
of all this for it proved up to the hilt 81l I hed seid about|
the hospitelity snd good fellowship we of the north (erd members
of the clan enmywhere else for that metter) would elweys find
8t London Town.

Next ceme & resl do, what I cen best describe as en
examinetion peper set by Stenlcy Knmicht. For thirty minutes
almost complete silence reigned in the rcom. 17Tweg like the
Remove at work under the esgle eye of Mr. Quelch. Now snd
again e Bunter-ike sigh was heerd as somevne grappled with
e problem like"Name e many schoolboys 8 you cen of Grey-
friers, St. Jims end Rookwood whose surname. begins with the
letter "L), or "Who wes the Anstralisn schoolboy who played
for Englend in & test match egeinst his own country? (Oh yes,
T know Bob Blythe would heve mo trouble with that one.)

Anywey it wes ell reelly good fun, and the successful
cendidetes were Dreeze Bentley, 37 points; Gerald Allison 303
Normen Smith. Normen who had e copy of the prize offered
kindly geve way for Horsce Twinhem close up with 22.

The rest of tie evening wee spentin the usual torrent
of words.

In view of the call of the greet cutdoors in fleming Juﬂe
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there was e gratifying ettendence es follows:

W, T. Williemson (cheirman). Gersld Allison snd Mrs.
Allison, Normen Smith, Horacc Twinham, Stenley, Mrs. end Keith
Knight, H. Stebles, W. Herrison, Herry Berlow, C. Topham,
Miss Vera Coetes, Phil "/arren, J. Breeze Bentley, Mrs. C.Banks
end Christine, 4. Thomes, D. Killingbeck, D. Pullen, Tom and
Mrs. Sincleir (Just) and Herbert Leckenby, Northern Section
correspondent.

(I say Tom .ortd Mrs. Sinclasir were "just" nresent, 'csuse
they deshed in like a passenger catching & trein as it wes
leaving the platform. However, as they have now found Hyde
perk Road, we hope the cores of business will allow them to
meke e longer stay next time.)

OLD BOYS' DCOK CLUD
Midlend Section

The Inaugurel Dinner

The 0ld Boys' Dook Club Dinner took place on Saturday,
19th Mey, 1951, &t the Internstionsl Centre, Suffolk Street,
where @ very enjoysble evening wes spent by twenty-eight of
the resulsr members.

With rare end old copies of "Megnets" end "Gems" etc.,
dzcorsting the reception room e real stmosphere of those famous
achoole of fiction, Greyfriers end St. Jim's, pervaded over
11 those present end old end new members were soon animatedly|
discussing the famous schoolboy characters from the ever
hungry Dilly Dunter to elegant Augustus D'Arcy with his cele-
breted eye-glass.

After e vaery excellent dinner e toest to the health and
well-being of Mr. Frenk Richerds, suthor of the "Gem" ond
nliagnet" stories, who is neecrins his eightieth birthdsy, was
proposed by Mr. Jack Corbett, Chairman snd Founder of the Clubj
the welfere of the Club was proposed by Mr. Peter Mellor,
Secretery, efter which the health of the Ledies was proposed
by the Tressurer, end Mr. E. H. Devey, one of the Club's first
members, thenked the Cheirmen for the work enteiled in
founding the Club.

The evening wes concluded with a very excellent end
enjoyeble enterteinment given by #r. Geurge Smrllwood, well-
known Megicien, who is slso & Club member, snd his partner,
Miss D. “uolley.

The 012 feys' Buck Club cr 12111y Tunter' Club besen
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through & "Meil" erticle which interested numerous people -
throughout the Midlands and commencing with about twenty
"hisgnet" and "Gem" enthusiasts the Club rogister now contains|
the names of forty-five people, with postal enguiries for
membership still being received. Anyone intercsted is invited
to contact the Secretary, Mr. Peter Mellow, 19 Collingwood
prive, Grest Barr, Birminghem.
PETER MELIR,
Secretary.
Report of Meeting held May 28th, 1951

Hello, hello! No, it's mot Bob Cherry of Greyfriars
waking the echoes with his stentorian roar; no, it's only
peter Mellcy, the Midlands Section Secretary, shouting.from
the rcof-tops to all reeders of the C.D. that there hss just
veen enother tip-top meeting of the 0.3.B.C. In Birminghem.
Boy, oh Boy, what a gethering. Thirty-four grend people in
room seven of Birminghsm Internationsl Centre proving to
the whole world that as long as there's e single jam tart
left sround, Billy Bunter snd his companions will never say
die. This wes only our fourth meeting and we are alreedy
on established success. When we esrrived et the Centre we
found some other people hed settled themselves in our room,
and wore "Sporting their Oek" to us. Howeyer, with typicezl
greyfriers spirit we overcame this emusing if stertling
difficulty snd settled ourselves in the newly vacated
orcmises like study-mates at beginning of the new term. The
Mimites snd Correspondence were followed by o Greyfrisrs
quiz, and "01ld Quelch" almost lived sgain es Chairmen Jack
corbett imiteted thet famous gentlemsn, resding out the
quiz questions; if only he g__ig_ have & mortar-board znd gown,
what & picture! The quiz wes won this time by young
Msster Devey who scored nine end three-querter points cut of]
o possible ten. He received the prize of & set of Magnets.
His father incidentelly wes the rummer-up with nine snd &
querter points.

Mr. Smith of Ballsell Heath slso scored very well rgoin
end it's obvious that ss some members ere miles shead of
others we mey have to introduce & handicap system. Mr.Davey
end Mr. Moulton then entertained us by teldng off the parts
of Billy Bunter end Vernmon Smith. The conversetion can
well be imegined. The generel get-together wes the signal
for tee, cckes and biscuits to be served. The last item
on the egende was of course the ever-populer sales teble,
end Jock Corbett hed undoubtedly sgein gome to considersble
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trouble to obtein more of the oll fevourites for the members'
convenience and pleasure. Those who were desirous of doing
so were thie time able to buy quentities of the Club Heading
paper snd envelopes to match at an economical cost. Here
sgein I must give thanks to our Chairman who spaered no effort
to arrenge these facilities for our members.

Apologies for not sttending were received from Mr. Bird,
Mr. Trevor, #nd the Tressurer Mr. Pound who did manage to
come clong for the last helf hour.

Present were:
Chairman, Jack Corbett; Secretary, Peter Mellor; Mrs.Corbety
fir. Bourne, Mrs. Brown, Mr. Cleck, Mr. Cerroll, Joyce Carroll,
Mr. end Mrs. Davey and Master Davey, Mr. Dale, Mr. Farrington,
Messrs. F.A. and AJ. Fletcher, Mr. Gregory, Nr. Green,
Mr. Hubbsll and son, Mrs. Hill and two sons, Mr. Herding,
Mr. Jones, krs. Moulton, Mr. Persons, Mrs. Price, Mr. Pecers,
iiss Scott, Miss Scott, Mr. Smallwood, Mr. Smith, Ntr:.Williscnﬁ
Miss Woolley, snd the Rev. A. Pound.

Next meeting June 25th.

P. L. Mellor,
Secretery.

WANTED: Msgnets (600-900); Gems (pre-1000); Populars;
Holidey Annusls; Pre-wer Triumphs; Hotspurs; Tizerds; Slkipperg
Adventures; Rovers; DBoye' Friends; Pilots; Boys' Magazinesa;
and Modern Boys. Ailso Hotspur, Wizard and other Anmals.
All with school stories. Good prices paid.

p. Willett, 67 Ford Bridge Road, Ashford, #iddlesix.

TURGENTLY REQUIRED: Number 1-30 of Collectors' Digest,
Dullseyes, Surprise, Fun and Fiction (1911-1914), Firefly,
and Dreadnoughts.

Will buy or exchange for Union Jacks, Detective Weeklys,
Mognets (14, 1d and 2d), Rengers, Holiday Anmual 1931, Bound
Nelson Lees 1931. P J. Checkley, 18 Terlington Road,
Coundon, Coventry.

WANTED: Nelson Lees Nos. (First Series) 229, 232, 239, 264,
273, 308 to 311 end 328 to 337, elso vericus esrlier ones thap
229. Details to €. H. Churchill, 123 Pinnoe Roed, Exeter.

PLEISE HELP: wented Boys' Friend Libraries, Sexton Dlake
Libreries. Honeysett, 65, Orcherd Road, $t. Annes, Lencs
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THE NELSON LEE COLUMN

411 communicetions to Robert Blythe
46, Cerleton Road, London, N.7T.

Some time ego Ben Whiter esked me a quest c rming
the mesning of the St. Frenks motto, thergby chin;n ;g to
burn the midnight oil in great quantity, epert from giving me
s hesdache! Blow me down if he hasn't dug up anfther beautyp
However, 8s Ron Burrow, of Lc , 8sks the seme uestion I
therefore get me some more oil midnight veriety) end & box
of espirins, and got down to it.

The query wos, "Whet do the verious erticles represent
on the St. Franks crest?"  Here is the best I cen do after
weding through en enormous tome on Hersldry.

The Chevron: A purely ertistic device with e nerrow bend
on either side following the contour of the Chevron (lmown a
weotises" ). The Chevron here hes no specific significence
snd was probebly sdopted becruse of the school's sssocistion
with some notable personage who bore this device in his own
coet of erms.

The Dishop's Mitres: These are derived from the fact
that the college was once 2 monsstery dediceted to St.Froncis.

The Open Boock: This, of course, signifies knowledge —
usuelly & qual insepareble from the sttributes of an
institution of lesrning! (Crumbst Herk at mel)

The Chief: The broad bend ecross the top of, the shield
is en heraldic device on which to display other cherges
(objects, to you end me).

The Keys: These ore probebly the lkeys generally
associated with a bishopric and often used in thet comnection
in hersaldry.

The Hose end the Crossed Swords:  These are included
in the crest as » mark of Tespect to the Welbeck femily who,
as you know, did so much towerds the founding of the college}
They were pert of his personal coet of arms ond were granted|
by the King for the pert pleyed by the family during the Vers
of toe Roses, (the swords), and the heroic conduct of Sir l)
Hugp Welbeck in ore* of the deciding bettles, (the Tudor Rose).

So there you have it. The next time you get sny of the
5t .Frenks notepsper just reflect how much history went into
the meke—up of the crest!

.nd now, in cese you're thinking you're rerding the
wrong column by misteke, let's get back to the Nelson Lec.
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Len Allen hss written sn srticle (which, mey I venture
to hope, may be the first of meny to appecr in this column by
N.L. enthusirsts?) concerning ¢ rether neglected aspect of the
Nelson Lee, namely, the Detective Supplement of the '20's.
Right! It's all yours, Len.
our Detective Story Section

By Leonerd M. Allen.

The pricc of the "Nelson Lee" wrs reised to 2d. on
November 26th, 1921, but to maintain the ssles the number of
pages wes increased by eight, to forty-four, and a supplement
niipper's Megazine" introduced. This ferture wes greduslly
reduced to two pages, the remeining six consisting of reprints
of Nelson Lee detective stories. The issue for Deccmber 9th
1922 sew the last of "Nipper's Megezine", the whole eicht
poges being devoted tc twe detective yerns under the title of
nour Detective Story Section". All were reprints but the
illustretions throughout the run of this supplement sppeer to
be originels by E. E. Briscoe.

Another detective, Carfax Drines, replaced Nelson Lee with
a weekly sdventure, “ut the other series hed no central cherac—
ter end, in my opinion, were originelly written for en esdult
poper, possibly "The Penny Pictoriel". They described
Scotland Yerd methods in desling with verious types of criminecls.
Other, but little lmowm sleuths, repleced Carfsx Beines, in
turn the exploits of Mervyn Hume, 4bel Link, Gordon Fox =nd
derek Clyde were offered. The stories were very similer to
those eppesring in the comic papers between 1910 nd 1916,
poussibly scme resder could troce their sntecedents; for
instence, hbel Link is very reminiscent of a former "Firefly"
character, .bel Deunt, who wes later resurrccted in the
wpullseye" .

positive proof of reprinting, however, wes cvident Then,
in No.410 of the "Lee", the first instelment of "The Lergue of
the Iron Hend" was published. Very rerely wes the euthorls
neme given throughout the forty-nine numbers of the "Detective
Story Section", end this wes no exception, but it cen be traced
es o reprint of the Maxwell Scott yern, slightly rewritten andL
condensed, entitled "The Iron Hend". This story first sppeered
in "The Doys' Hersld" on July 6th 1907, illustroted by Vel
Reading. Another Mexwell Scott serial suceceded this in the
section. "The Silver Dwarf" fcllowed by the sequel, "The
pMissing Heir". The imelgemated Press peid the suthor what
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considered & very large fee in those esrly deys for the two
stories, £175.10.0., which was ebout £5 an instelment. They,
however, certainly reimbursed themselves, for both were re-—
printed et leest three times. Originelly published in the
green "Boys' Friend", the story end sequel ren for thirty-
six weeks, concluding fugust 6th 1902. Both were reprinted
under the originel titles in the "Boys' Field" 3d Librery,
No's 16 smd 17. Then in the "Lee" supplement and later as
three weekly numbers of the "Nelson Lee Library" 2nd N.S.

The last instalment of "The Missing Heir" sew _the end
of the "Detective Story Section™ which was replaced by
"The St. Frenks Magazine", reversion to the old policy on
the "Nipper's Megezine" principle.

It will be of interest to reeders to kmow thet our
worthy editor, efter reeding the sbove erticle, geve me the
following fects.

Cerfax Daines originally appeered in the "Dudget Story
Look" in the '90'as and Gordon Fox stories were in the Toys'
Hereld" rcound sbout 1905. Both were originsted by lMurray
Graydén.

ibel Iink appeered in the $d. "Doys' Friend" ebout 1898
snd Derek Clyde was festured in the "Detective Library (1920
88 well es "Thompson's ‘Yeekly News" snd "Glasgow Weekly
Record". Con enyone trace the originels, I wonder?

By @ coincidence, our serials list this month incorpor-
stes the whole of the '"Detective Story Section".

0.5. Nos. 274-294. Kit end Core, by C. Wolfe.

(Reprinted in Doye' Priemd Iidb. lst Series,-No. 554)
0.5. Nos. 295-314. Deyond the Desert, by Reid Whitley.

(Rep. B.F.L., 18t Series, No. 584)

0.5. Nos. 320-335. The Ghosts of Mersh Manor.
(St.ry of Nelson Lee snd Nipper. Not by E.S.3B.)
" ® 338366, Tcm Terter st School, by Herccurt Durragg
(&n old favourite this, and reprinted many times)
" " 367-383. The New Usher, by Harcourt Durrsge.
(4lsc en ¢ld story. L reprint, es wes the lest)
Here we come to the Detective Story Section.
0.5. Nos. 410-419. The League of the Iron Hand, by Mexwell
Scott (see article)
" w  420-431. The Silver Dwerf, by Mexwell Scott.
" " 431-441. The Missing Heir, A" "
Lppesring ot the same time as the lest three were stories of
Carfox Laines from Nu. 392-403, Mervyn Hume by S.Rossiter

[—Shepherd from lca, 403-408, ibel Link Wo. 409,Gordon Fox




206
from 410-422, cnd Derek Clyde from 423-436.
And now, r£a8 there d.esn't scem to be encugh room for the
titlee this month, I must leave you.
Cheeriol See you in the tuckshcp.

LETTER DOX

WMr. C. i Cheépmen reiurns Thenks. (Letter to Dob Whiter)
44 Highmoor Ruad,
Ceversham.

Dear Mr. Whiter, 19. 6. 51.

Now I om back tc nurmel, having errived hcme safely on
Sunday evening. I would like to thank you #11 for the fine
reception end feed, hospitality and friendliness you gave mo
et your jolly meeting — which I thoroughly eppreciated and
enjoyed. I would like to keep your bock e few days longer
end will teke great cere of it.

Yours sincerely, C. H, CHAPMAN.

Frenk Richerds Promises Further News ebout Greyfrisrs on T.V.
June Tth, 1951.

Deer Herbert Leckenby,

Meny thenks for the €,D, 4 good mumber! I wes glad to
gee your extracts from George Orwell's article in the Manchestg
Evenin; News. I remember reeding this et the time, end think
ing thet it wes very honest and decent of him tu own up tc an
errcr. He mede the srme smende in his volume of esssys, in
which the Horizon erticle was'reprinted. JAlthough I cculdn't
agree less with any men's views, on mcst subjects, I believe
thet he wes a vexry good fellcw, ond wos very sorry indeed to
heor f his early death.

I sce by your note on pege 159 thet you heve scen the
allusions in the Press to Bunter on TV. This scems now to be
teking definite shope, ond T hope tc heve some news for you on
the subject before long. There ere meny deteils to be worked
out. Dut it does scem settled now thet ere long ¢ frmilier fat
fece, adorned by e big peir of spectecles, will be peering froj
the TV screen, — to the satisfection, I shell hope, of viewers
old and young. :

N- doubt you hove scen the roferences in the Doily leil,
in which our friend Jeck Corbett of Dirmingham wes the prime
mover, mony thenks to him for thot samel
vith kind regerds, Alweys ycurs sinccrely,

FILWE RICH.ARDS




207

"BLAKIANA"
JULY. - 1951,

Bond = 10, Erw Vilen, Rhiwbina, Curdiff. Walese

T LT e e P T DL ]

s

Since my last chat I have had the great
pleasure of personslly meeting yet another really student of
Sexton Blake lores Thile on holiday in Blackpool I paid
a visit to St. Annes-on-Sea and met Brian Honeysetl. Once
again I marvelled at the manner in vhich our hobby destroys
all vestige of avkwardness between perfect strangers.

Tithin a ninute of my ringing his doorbell, Brian and I were
chatting like old friends and believe me we covered a lot of
ground in the tvo hours I spent ai his house. Brian has a
nice little colloction of lst series S.B.L. and also a »ile
of "agnets" all in mint condition. Although not yet out

of his teons Drian evinced great interest in the older issues
of tho Blake stories and is determined to get a big collection
if he cans I would like to add here that if Zrian can '
bind together all the S.B.Ls he msnages to get, in the mennecr
ho has bound other magazines in his possossion, he will have
a Blake collection to be really proud of. Yes, I really
enjoyed by brief stay in St. Annes and hopo to pay another
visit onc daye. And vhile on the subject I hope that I may
f£ind it possible to meet other mombers of the circle from
! timo to time. Don't forget if any of you are Cardiff wmy

T shall be delighted to receive you at tho home of Blokinnoe

T fool surc that you will all agrece vith me in seying

that Ton Thitor has contributod a really clever little item
for this issuos I shall be vory pleased to hear vhat you
think of it, so ploase write and let me knows  Of course

w0 all rover Shorlock Holmes but ho will never take the place
of Sexton Dlake and it is nice that at least one mombar of
our ¢lan has had tho foresight to place our owm here in the
shoos of someonc else's heros Thanka a lot Bens

Corry Allison vho ably reviows the nev SeB.Ls draws my

attortion to tho roforences to Tinker's childhood on Page 14
of "The leadmastor's Socret" (No.242 =3rd series)s Tt seous
as CorrTy seys, that Blake has broughi rinkor up from a babye
vot another problam for the Blake historianii
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. 1 WIITSR has just submitted the following artielc
%E}U&Ili;h:{? :an];o: 2‘;113 ;‘ suitablo title. We feecl suro,
howover, that if any of you follow in his footsteps rnd visit
Mo. 221b Daker Strect you will be seeing tho ghost of Rlak,
rathor than the Chost of Holmes treading the sacred TOOl S,

e=ame—e—

Soxton Blako and tb_gﬁh;sﬁ. al of Britain.

Wostalglie mamorics have boon aroused inm tho minds of
the nany aduirers of tho famous sleuth as a result of the
book oxhibition ot the South Kensington Ilusewn held in
conriection with the Fostival of Pritain, So it vams with
the grentost of ploasure that I vonded my vay to the nuscury
to view the book exhibits that are on show there about tho
Bakor Stroot dotoctivee. Ly appetite vhettod T turneduy
thoughts to the London thoroughfare theore tho groct slouth
vas supposed to have his roomse I reachod the junction op
ilarylobone Read and Daker Stroet and log ond hichold I saw
vhat I thought was a figure of the famous "toc, but 1o, it
ves the dircction sign placod on tho lanp stendard of the
Sherlock Nolmos oxhibition organiged by the St, in ryleobone
Borough Council in conmection Aith tho Foctivih of Britain.
supoortors of Holmos will forgive me Yhon the idea cano to
no that I would visit the Holmog exhibition and picture it
through the eyes of a Sexton Blake onthugiast, I crossed
ovor to Abbey House, 221b, Dsker Stroet and preparcd to onter
. But stay a nonont, the lorge car out side, could it be the
Groy Pomther? And the two old ladics vith tho huge dog
tugging at iis loash, could thoy bo iartha Bardell and hor
sistor itry Ann Cluppins out vith Podro? No doubt tuking thgq
hound for a run in tho necrby Rogonts Park. If tho dog i
got looso I was fully preparod for irse Bardell to cjaculat s
hor "Tho cats aftor me™ vhich, as all nlokoe lovers will
renaber was hor way of saying the word "eatastrophen,

Ha: ovor, to entoer the oxhibition T nearly knocked ovor o
Wolsh nowspapor reportor who wng covoring it for hig local,
rags ho roninded ne of tho lato Goyn Evuns of Xnag storics
fano, shodos of "Splash™ Pago and *"The Daily Radia', Toll,
into the first rooms Hore nll the exhibita, vory varied,
conecrn the dotoction of crinec. A1l tho onenies of socicty
passed through ny mind as hore woro sone of tho tocls of thair
nofcrious tradee The Criudnsls Genfedoration, Plunmor,
Weldo , Kostrol, Dr. Satira, Huxton Rytier, Tho Throe iusketcors
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ard all tho rost of the netley throng of arch crinincls came
to tho nind as the various exhibite wore inspccteda

After a time I onterod tho sccomd roon and hore the
Holnos experts have donc a yondorful jobs But to me it
could have boon Blek o's roon s wlle The Victorian atnos-
phore reminded mo of tho old original Bleke stories cre we
reachod the rorc modern onos of the present daye After a
very good perusal I reluctantly loft, my mind full eof
nostalgic nomorios of not only Sherlock Holnos but of Bexton
Blako and Tinker and =11 the other charactars that wo have
growm to love, crininals jncludede I wended my way dowm
the busy thiroughfare full of thoughts, and eventually
reanched Victorda vhore T was pulledup wth a gtart, for
there wore sone of the last of London's trans, reminding oe
of tho fomous "Tran™ series about Blake that appeared sone
years ago in the "Union Jack"s Truly the Festiva; of
Britain has sonothing to interest us old boys" bock loverse

Benjanin G, Whiters
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1Y VERY GOOD FRIEND and Co-Editor, ierbort Leckonby, has
boen browsing through tho Bloke storics thut used to appear
in "The Penny Pictorial® during tho first docade of this
contury. He has discovored a romentic scono that happened
yeers boforo Yvonno and Roxeme caiio on thc sconos Listond
v promised you n rowerd if you wero goody didn't I?"
Blak o noddod,
ngome horo thon" He wewt and stood closo to hor. She vas
sniling and hor oyes sparkling \Ath nischiofes Bofore he
ronlised what she was doing she raised horself on tiptoo &
doliberatoly kissed hin, then pointing ceilingrerds ond
dortod ammy loughings  Blake locked up and say thet she had
lurod hin all unsuspocting undor a big bunch of mistlotooce
-inx" ho said and chucklod to hinsolf. "But I'm glad T
earnod ny revnrde

Reprintod from tho story "Lady jliolly's First Caso"

a splendid comploto story of Sexton Blake in

vhich o wonrn shines as dotective. 10/12/08.

And of courso tho young lady vho kissed hin WAS Lady Liollys
Tho wms Lody Liolly asynray?
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(=l T THE EDJ T ZRA)

by Tolter Nebbs

tor One
1In his interesting book of tho old boys' papors of tho
asts tho euthor of "Doys Vill Be Boys" montionod tho fact
ihot in a companion paper of THE UNION JACK there wore dis-
congorting roforonces nade of a lirs. Blake = a clain which
nad set rosocrchors hunting through tho 200,000,000 odd words
thich have, so far, boen written of tho famous detective.
This clmim wos made by a crony of lre Reginald Cox and HOT by
the author, vho suggosted that the ropert should bo treated
3 in viow of tho fact that thore wms no concrote
gﬁﬁ;‘;?g&ﬁmmng to show that Bloke over did marryes
But the clainant is quito right in his assortiom, for
thero was onc story ot loast in vhich Sexton Blakc¢ reforvcod tq
his vifoe This historie story is to be found in THE UNION
JACK Doublo Chrigimas Number for 1901, the titlc being,
ngexton Blake'g Lost Clue"s The author vas Percival Coodke,
othervise editor Porcy Bishop, vho also brought into the -
story Wallace Lorrimorc, the charactor he cronted as assigtandy

+to Blokoe
Tho sconc is Blrke's roams in Norfolk Stroet, Straad.

The dotoctive is trying tohinduco a young nian nartod Ralph
Hendorson, vho is onc of tho centrsl cho i 6 3
-r,: go v_-,titl; hin to Brussols to help brﬂ::gt.]?:it%::;euffalr,
George Dingle, suspectod by the police for thoft, Hendorson
announces his willingness, but is conscorncd for tho welfare
of Rose Demton, his fiancec.

"If iliss Denmton agrces" says Blako with a

gnile, "She shall go forthwith to ny wifo's

house, and rennin thore as our guost, as

our honourod end wolcome guost, until you

roturn to clain hor ae your vdfel®
nis TP TR Tatthar tronshe for 250, Wi Biakea0t
nor vouchsafod any descripiion of her,

lost of the authors vho wrote for tho UNION JACK in tha

Victorian ers continued to do so in the Edwwrdion period,
anongd tho nost prolific (hithorto not memtionod by mo) being
Lisutonant A. Jonson, O. llerland, J. Trounsell iugford, Edvin
Tooton, Julicn Jockson, Fronklyn Wright, Alexis Grohan,
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pudley Prand, John Stenton and Singleton Pounds A notuble
excention wms Horry Blyth, for his verk cocsed to aphoar in
THE UMNION JACK after 1899 by vhich tine it nust be presuned
he ha! censed to write, having passed on long beforo his tince

In ny previous nrticle* I noutioned the nemo of Molton
Whyte as being a probable chronicler of BHlakco's exploits in
the Victorion Erne I have since discovered at least one
Bluoke sdventure to be found im U.J, Hoe 172 under the title
of "Dead Man's Hond" « The dote of publiaction being 5th
August 1897«  Also although I reted Paul Herring awpngst tho
“probobles" he too uugt now bo clessified as one of Blakes
Victorian authors, for he wrs responsible gor the story videpn
appeared in UlJ. Hoe 336, dotud 20th Septenber 1900, undor
tho titlo of "The Parachutc Iing".

Sonic of tho storics by the wforouwntioncd authors
wero, sénittelly, quite good, but nono attainoed the standar d
of Franklyn 'Fright's worke For sheer briliiance in nystery
and dotoctive story uriting, the latter towored head and
shoulders above tho rost, cnd, in ny opinion, not oven ‘e
Shav Rae, gocd as he ws, could bo said to have beoon in the
sno stroote  An examplo of this (though by no means tho
best) is to bo found in issue lo. 323 doted 30th June 1900,
publichod in tho dying days of the Victorian era, under the
titlc of Mjurdor Will Out®s  Franklyn Wright .as not, so
far ne I know, one of Blako's corly chroniclors, vhich wes a
nogt Cccided loss both to Bloke and to his fanse A Blake
gtory by IFranklyn Wright in those very early days vhon really
good dotoctive storios and iriters were vory fev end far
betwea voul d have beon soncthing of an cvonte

Tt ony not be genernlly knovm that Wright wos the pen
nonie of Henry Inrumer, vho crocted tho choracter of Felix
Lorirore, Detcctive, but this is o facte So good o writer
w3 he that ho 'ms appoimted Literary kiditer on tho "Daily
Ixpross" in that popor's ocrly years and wrote elso in the
wZvoning llows"” the novel "Tolves of London", onc of the ost
popular nowspapor serials over writtone

Ancthing intorosting foet about llcrry Femor is thaty
liko Arthur Se H-rdy and Arthur Apnlin, he had stogo oxperi mg
and wms the original Charloy in "Chorloy's Aunt" and it has
boen sodid thet he did not niss a shov during the +hole of
its rune I..ty fine authors wrote of Blcko, and it seaus |
thot Zrnest Cod.nrd, thoeditor of Uede nissod an oplortunity
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here of adding yet amother to the ligte _Tr_lc uxli‘hor_OI' tha
LURVEL secing in Henry It.mior a rogt promising reeruit,

prooptly conmissioned hin teo wrife somo detective stories’
for hin anad thus Felix Lorinore, Detective cario to bo borne

Chaptor Two will appoar next nonth,

HEW ISSUES OF TIIE SITON BL/XE LIBRURY reviewed by Gorry
1ison, -

Noe 239 IT N PTUNED I LELTROVE SQUARE. JOEN IIUMTLR.
Tho @, He mixturo as boforo. Vorb. sepe

Woe 240 ILTLHDY All. JOHI! DRULI.ONDa
Including your roviovore

Hoe 24l. THE CASE OF TIL: TNDI.Y DINCER. ANTUEONY PSR NS,
A blacknail murder in which Blake .l Tinker chase off]
to India onco apnin. Reedable, but the set=up is »
phoney.  Aziz Hohemod weould novor havo sulmittcil to
all that complientod oxtortion, for sowing onc little
wild oate

How 24-2A THE HEADLASTIRS SICTU Te | REX HR IING3I.

Victorian lady, cftor scoving Antony and Cloopatra,
rensrked, '"How differenmt from tho hene=life of oy
own denr quicn'e
In tho sono vmy, vhen reoading this schcal/nurdcr
tale, I thought "How diffoaromt fron dear old
Groyfrinra',
Cam you iragine Doctor Locke a widower, and norrying)
a night club damghkex floozio? Or, vhon she is
found nurderod, he and Resalio, his Jaughtor, sinking
tho body in tho Sark?

FOR SALE: 109 Thrillers (Nos.2-115): Nelson Ices,
1st New Series, 101-copies: The complotc 2nd New
Serics (161 copies): The complete 3rd New Series
(25 copies). Offeia jl.nn:c;a, par}; °ﬂ,§’;§§i; cash
or co rtial ex 8 for
Goms, Br5' 1. noa Hopporton, Gourtlands, Fulfora

Road, Scarborough.




