” \
ngollzctorﬁ ’
Bigest.

(Vol.5.) - N2 56
Price 16. Post Free -~ August 1951




d%

— Collectors’ g

Wol .5) ¥o.56. Price 1s.6d. Post Free

AUGUST 1951

Editor, Miscellsneous Section
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchange,
c/o Centrel Registry, Northern Command, York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHATR

The Arrmel: Order and Questiomsire forms sre coming
slong steedily. There's just one request sbout the lstter.
Plesse give christien nemes, or et least the first ome.
Initiels look rether incomplete in & Who's Who.

Here's somathing to whet your sppetites. Thenks to e
gew of bur patient resesrchers Wwe sre in touch with seversl
pemuiwlities connected with our papers in deys gons by-
Alreedy we bave 8 lot of very interesting informationm — the
Kind oF- thing you love to Lear. We hope to garner this to
form just sbout the best article we have ever hed in the
Srmusl. Some of it msy even be written by the'men who
mow" themaclves. We ghall probebly call it "Inside Fleot-
yey House". More leter.

188t yeer wa proposed to have 8 fweture "They Possess
No. Ones". It wes held over partly becsuse not & greet
neny complied. So if you sre among the lucky ones pleese
send elong deteilm if you did not do so lsst year. Perhaps
those who did would like to bring theirs up to date.

Questionneires quickly, pleese — end your adverts.
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Ve shall be in the soup without them. ‘ |

5
as e s i

Oh, Kenneth Horme!l Those of you who were listening to
wrwenty Questions” on July 16th (or repeats) would, I guess,
prick wp your esrs, a8 T did, when one of the objects was
announced s8 — Billy Bunter. You could sense the interest
smong the studio sudience. Kemneth Horme first mede o 8lip
when he seid Bunter had been written sbout for years until
recently. Audrey Russell — I think it wes - got it on the
15th question. Then, the question-master, would you believe
it? remarked — "he wes writtén sbout by Cherles Hemilton. I
don't know if he is still alive. I hope he is." We thanlk
him for his hope, but, ch send him & Bunter Book, somebody .

The Mystery of Tom Martin. Tom Mertin was sn #1d friend
and & subscriber to the C.D. the beginning. He was als
"Nemo" the artist who drew the first two Annual covers. He
was always a prompt correspondent, inveriebly enswering my
letters by return post. Then sbout two years ago I was
grieved to hear he hed to undergo & serious operation - for
cencer. However, soon come 8 cheery letter saying the
operation hed been guite successful snd he was recupersting.
Later news thot he had hed o full length thriller eccepted by
o publisher, end had been asked to write more. Then -
complete silence. For months the C.D. end letters went to
his home at 37 Twimnnell Strcet, Bristol, but ‘brought ne res-
ponse. LY first I thought it wes because he was busy at his
typewriter. Then es time went on came & dreed suspicion
thet the overcticn had not been successful after all, for the
Tom I knew would never have ignored letters if 211 hed beer
we'l with him, tme or two others I know ere es much in the
derk, and es anxious, es I am, but I wonder if there is any-
one who can give any informetion as to what has happened t
a sterling friend of cur hobby circle. -

Still Another Exhibition. 4s will be seen from the
nletter Box" bradford Central Librery has asked for an
exhibition. Needless to say, I hestened to sgree, and it
hes been fixed for September, maybe the whole month. Resl
velueble publicity this. I am sure £ll who can possibly
do so will give it their Bu.pport.

e sa ee
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rosdueat from Pirminghem. On Fridey evening, July 6t
| Jeck Corbett wes interviewed in the Out 2nd About feature
on Midlend Home Sexvice. In the four minutes at his dis-
posal Jack got in some effective publicity for the Clubs and
the hobby in genersl. He was followed by a ledy member of
the ¥idlend Section 0.B.B.C. who ssid though she was not e
collector herself she was interested becsuse she had found
those who were just ebout the nicest people she had ever comg
across. A mice tribute, confirming what has been said befors.
Altogether a fine effort by our youngest Club. It was rather
a pity, though, that the announcer then blithely invited
1isteners to turn out their atties, for should they come
across any Magnets they might be worth £5. He didn't mean
4o be teken seriously, perhaps, but thet phentom fiver has
caused misunderstending before.

Still, the broadcast wes good publicity, and maybe
Bill Martin end others hed elreedy snepped up any Megnets in
the Midland district.

Economy Note. The cost of the envelope in which the
¢.D. ie sent keeps on increesing. How ebout returning it
sometime when you happen to be writing. It would save &
1ittle time, too, for

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECKENBY .

FOR SAIE: 12 Boys' Anmusls, as follows:- B8 "Youmg England"
1914-1922, excluding 1918, good condition. 2 "Chums" 1903,
1905. Fair. "The Boys' Own" 1931. Perfect. "The Union Jack"
1881, Feir, some pages loose. Offers invited.

R. 4. McGarva, 220 Sissons Road, Middleton, Leeds, 10.

FOR SAIE: Large collection "Nelson Lees", end "Monster
Libraries" in excellent condition. Would exchange for
"Yagnets" previous 1931. Offers:- Lowes, 15 Edith Street,
Tynemouth, Northumberlend.

C.N LNYONE HELP me complete my collection of Hemiltons.

T still require meny numbers of the Magnet from 700 to 960
end the Gem from 830 to 933. Cost of eirmeil on price-lists
forwerded will gledly be refunded. Ches. ven Renen. Box 50.
Uitenhage, South Afriece.

i
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THEY HAD A4 GO!

By Tom Hopperton

an occupationsl diseese that seems to heve venished es
completely es the match-girls' “phossy jew" was once rife
emong publishers and took the form of an ungovernsble itch
to put out a boys' peper. Cesuelties fell as thick as the
putummel leaves Milton erronecusly supposed to strew the
brooks in the Vallombrose Frank Richerds is so fond of guoting,
but the hydra-hesd of hardy optimism constantly replenished
the renks.

in esrly sufferer was Henry Vickers, e publisher of
penny-pert stories, and presumably the son of the G. Vickers
who issued Jemes Lindridge's "Socialist Birl" end "Merry
Wives of London". If the old bloods seem innocucus enough
to this Serto-sodden generation, they raised fierce demuncia-
tion in their dey. Yet, even if Percy B. St .John was one of
the leeding writers for "The Boys' Journel", I don't think
the paper could ever heve been clessed with the "dreadfuls".
His stories for Vickers make more concessions to the umities,
to probability and to morelity then "The Blue Dwerf", and
#The Snow Ships or, the Adventures of an Americen Family
in the Cenedian Wilds" and "The Young Buccaneer” still -
with 8 little judicious skipping - reed well. Mayne Reid
held the other top-of-the-bill position, but what struck me
most wee 8 curious imitstion of Jules Verne, "The Cloud King;
or, The Adventures of Charley Skyflier". The hero's monster
belloon hes & platform 25 feet square on which is built a
house, snd he dispenses heir-raising sdventure end scientific
informetion in company with e coloured comic from Ceylon who
spesks & sort of Ching-Ching dislect end e Frenchman whose
French Jules Verne would have found more exciting than
Dr. Ox's Oxygen. The Editor had & heavy postbeg and possibly
sheer pressure on space mede his replies so laconic, but for
examples of editorisl exasperation the three following will
be hard to beat: (1) "To remove the browmess from the skin
ceused by neglect, wash with common yellow soap and werm
water seversl times s dey". (2) "To make a fat fece thin,
work harder end eet less". (3) "To mske a broad pug mose
streight end thin, put it into & blacksmith's vice, snd
squeeze it as thin es you please". One can only hope thet
the sufferer from nasel emberressment wes not some simple-
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soul'ed youth who tcok the Editor et his word. Perheps this
candour helped to kill the eight year old paper in 1871.

George Routledge and Sons were publishers of a different
calibre to Vickers, and their more ambitious "Every Soy's
Magazine" had a respectsble run of 26 years (1862-88).

R. M. Ballantyne snd W.H.G.Kingston set a high standard in
the opening years with their see and travel stories, but
there were sberretions. An Anne Bowman lured in unwary
customers with the deceptively titled "Pirate Island".
Bertie, one hero of this, watched an entire ship-load of
pirates being blown to shreds and sententiously observed,

"I look on this catestrophe as God's judgement on them for
their sins," while Sem, the other, sits down to read St.John
and pray for forgiveness when he has differed with Bertie.
By 1867, emphesis hed moved to the school story. DIven
Kingston left his beloved sea to write "Reginsld Warrender;
or, Barly Days st Eton" while - my oath, Miss "eston! - up
comes Mrs. Benry Wood, of "East Lynne" fame, with "The
Orville College Boys". 4 few more years brought & larger
pege end a return to adventure stories, with Jules Verne

and C. R. Low in the lesd. By contrast, Lady Barker end
Barbars Semple sneeked in some embsrressingly slushy

wlittle Willie Angelically Dying" stuff. This slop vanished
in the closing years, when a strong militery stmosphere per-
veded the peper. In 1887 and 1888. fighting for elbow room
with Genera] Drayton, Commender Cemeron and other service
gents, Ascott R. Hope squeezed in with & series of "Youngsters'
Yerns" which would heve profoundly dissetisfied his later
readers, end & much better, Redskin-studded "Tmigrant Boy's
Story". A finel curiosity in the lest number was "The Boy
Spy", @ short by alphonse Daudet.

Ceptein Machesth was nearly hanged becsuse he could not
decide between Polly Peachum and Imcy, and the "E.B.M."
suffered because it could never quite make up its mind whet
it wented to be. Conjuring articlee by Professor Hoffman
were festured in the last years, but even that famous
msgicien could not teach Routledge's the witel trick of
keeping their readers in the same frame of mind as Oliver
pwist. Another peleface bit the dust!

WiNTED el1 issues Boys' Friend Libreries, the threepenny

fssues only. Send slong with your price required.
Bill Mertin, 93 Hillside, londom, N.7.10.
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QLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB

London Section. July 15th.

Meeting Blaeke Chambers, 12 Ashburnhem Place,
Greenwich. Attendance, 22 members.

Another varied sttendance at Charlie Wright's enjoyed a
very good time due to the combined efforts of Len, Charlie
and Jim pParratt. The latter's fine Blake authors and
wphriller” Quiz was indeed one of the finest efforts as yet
and Bob Blythe's victory was well deserved and proves ‘that he
knows more sbout the hobby than just Nelson Lee lore. Bob
gave a very good talk on the Grays Inn Sleuth snd at the end
of it held e quiz on what he had spoken sbout. Youth will
be served and it was Isn Whitmore who won with the popular .
packmans deasdheating for second place. The six a side team
quiz wes & greet success, two matches being played ,with each
pide winning one. The cheirmen told of his meeting with
Lee Brenton of Hull and of his best wishes to the club. A
very fine letter from Tom Stripe was read end the wishes of
the club for better heslth to both him snd his mother were to
be conveyed to him, Peard Sutherlend of Vancouver wes
enother to be wished better health in the future. The other
large postal members' correspondence wes greatly enjoyed and
the cheirmsn streased how nice it wes to leasrn how they were
progressing in the hobby and know they were in full touch
with the club. The latest Dunter snd Tom Merry books have
been dispatched to all who hed ordered them. The next
nmeeting has been provisionslly fixed for Sundsy August 5th
at the Modern School, Surbiton, Surrey, host Eric Feyne.
Members cen meke this & real dey out es it is neer Hempton
Court.

BENJAMIN G. WHITER.

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB
Torthern Section
Meeting July 14th, 1951. 239 Hyde Perk Roed, Leeds.
To the keen diseppointment of all, our chairmen was stil’
unsble to be present, so Bill Williamson sgein acted in his

steed. In opening he wes able to welcome still more new
members, then reed & letter written from Chairmen Reg's
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hospitcl bud. It “/rs ¢ lettor written with deep foeeling
seying how much he had epprecisted the lettor signed by
every member present at the lest meeting, smd how much it
had choered him. Come back soon, Reg.

In reporting finsncial progress, tressurer and librerien
Gerry Allison snnounced that subs for month had brought in
£3112.0. and librery receipts £3.19.6.

The high spot of the evening wes e debate -~ School
versus Deteotive stories. Normen Smith supported the
former, Gerry Allison the 'tec ysrms. He opened gsllantly
building up a good cese, though he had to rely mainly on the
popularity of the adult stories, the whodunits of Agathm
Christie, John Dickson Cerr & Co. for support.

Norman followed sand slyly pointed out to Gerry that
ebout BO per cent of the revenue from his beloved library
came from school stories, the detectives being very much
"also rens", Gerry blushed.

In the hot debate which followed, Breeze Dentley coused|
amusement by reeding from the C.D. Gerry's own ceustic
coiments on the letest Sexton Blake Libreries. On a vote
being put, School stories won eesily - 13 votes to 6.

411 the seme, credit was due to Gerry for he had taken
on & job no one else was keen to teckle.

Refreshments followed, then the librery got busy egain.
'Pon my soul, when one looks et those laden tables, it makes|
one fency he wes beck ngein in one of those second-hand
bookshops we e11 used to delight in.

There wes en sttendsnce of 21, end we were particularly
pleesed to see Len .illen of Sheffield egein.

ortent Notice: is the room will not be aveilable
for the ususl second Seturdsy, the next meeting will be on
August 18th.
H. LECKENBY.
Northern Section Correspondent.

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF JUNE 25th
OF MIDLAND SECTION, 0.B.B.C.

"I say you fellows", "Buzz off", Listen chaps" -
"Beaats, rotten, you might hear what & fellow hes to say,
I've a jolly good mind nmot to tell you what I was going to
tell you, - ow whoops, wherrer you kicking me for you",
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"I'm famous now, I've been talked about." "You! youl
Jjealous beast, Wharton! I'm talkdn' about the latest meet
of the 0,B.B.C. in Birmingham and they're the leading Club
in Britein and";

"Oh I say, do I hear W. G. Bunter's dulcet tone of voice
Yes I do, and for once he is not telling whoppers; no, he's
stating faots.

Britein's Premier branch of the 0.B.B.C. has Just had
another happy meeting amnd the highlight of the evening wea
at spproximately eight-thirty when the Minutes and Correspon-
dence had been read, one of our founder members, Mr. Dawcy,
perched himself on the corner of the table, and in this
undignified but comfortable position he gave us & most
interesting twenty-mimute talk on "Bunter'". "Bunter - The
Witness" was his theme and very good it wes too, giving some
very lucid explanations of the Fat-Owl's entics when he was
8 witness of incidents in the Wild iest series that featured
a "Trail-Thief" known as the Flower-Bag-Guy". Mr. Darcy
also mentioned the "Bertie Vernon (Smithy's double) series.
A quiz prepared by youag Wilfred Darcy found eager competito:’(s
The prize was a set of three "Gems". Halfway through the
quiz, just as a question about "Hurree Singh" was asked, the
door of the room opened and in came & West Indian Student
beaming & tray of our refreshments. . perhaps significant
coincidence, what?

The last item was our ever populer bring and buy,
seles and exchange teble. Meeting closed et ninc -thirty.

There was & good sttendance cof just over 20.

P. MELLOR,
Secretary.

RALLY ROUND!  RALLY ROUND!

Wanted, any Union Jacks for

the yesr 1922. Your price.

Any help gratefully apprecisted.
Leonsrd & Josephine Packman,

27, Archdele Road, East Dulwich,
London, S.E.22.
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HAMILTONTA

Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

In the long, long ego I was a compositor on & morning
newspaper. I'11 call it the "News" as its real neme was
something else. My job was to belp "make up" the pages and
then run them into the "stereg' room. One morning, the
1ast page completed, I was looking over one of the galley
proofs. One of the items wes some verses under the heeding
"he Toilers of the Night", intended for the correspondence
columm. They appeared to be a friendly tribute to those whq
worked whilet others slept. Thought I, "Very nice, but it's
not very good poetry." It didn't run very smoothly, somehoW
T reed it agein, then I stered es the initisl letters caught
my eye. They stood out as plain ss a pike staff - THE NETS
IS A RAG THE EDITOR AN ASS. Gosh! I stole into a corner
and leughed long end loud for it wes a fact the editor of
that time wee, to sey the leest, unpopular with the steff engd
the local public generelly. In fact, I had often called
him fer far worse names thean sss. Thought I to myself,
nShell I say nothing and let it go?" Any moment the big
machine would be starting off with the first edition. I
hesiteted, then loyalty to the paper won. I dashed upstsirg
placed the proof under the chief sub-editor's nose, pointed
at the ssucy verses, seying, "Vhat do you think to that?"

He stered, then seid "Well, what's wrong?®  Just then the
big rotary begen to roar., I ren my finger down the initial
letters. Then he saw it. He jumped t¢ his feet and yelled
"Stop the — machine." A mimute later a desth-like silence
reigned; whilst & chisel blurred those initiel letters on
the pege. ~Then the machine started sgein whilst e new pletg
wes cn.8t with the verses omitted eltogether. 4is the joker
would probably get e copy of the main edition he would
probably never know his little scheme had nearly succeeded,
|80 811 wes well. I might add, bashfully, thet the following
night that editor geve me e grunt of spproval, about the only
time he had ever been lmown to do such a thing. He didn't
know how much I wes tempted.

Well, what's 81l this to do with Hamiltonie, you mey be
saying, though e few mey have en inkling. This I had for-
gotten £ll sbout that exciting expericnce of my youth until
some time ego when I picked up en old time Gen. Therein




223
Levison wes up to his usuel tricks, with Tom Merry es his
specinl terget. "nom Merry's 'veekly" plsyed s prominent part
in the story, and one night Levison broke into the shop of the
printer (Mr, Tiper, wosn't it?) who had the job in hend.
Levison got to work setting type, when finished he "lifted"
some lines from the "fcrme" on the "stone" and substituted
those he hed set up himself. 1In pessing I must say there
wes a good deel of suthor's licence sbout thet, for the
compositor's job is not so essily performed by & novice working
at deed of night in e strenge office. However, Levison, hi
mission finished, stole ewey. A day or so leter the copies
of"Tom Merry's Weekly" orrived et §t. Jim's ond were eager
snepped up. Then rocrs of rege went up from "The Terrille
Three", snd chuckles from other of the juniors. For there
in the "Weekly" were some verses the initisl letters of whic
roed downwerd -POM MERAY IS AN ASS. Vhen I read thei there
instantiy flsshed through my mind the scene in thet newspepe
 ffice way back down the corridcrs of time. Then T attempted
to check up it seemed to me that it would occur not long after
thet perticular number of the "Gem" wes published. Naturelly |
I then wondered if the individuel who had pleyed the sudecious
trick on the ncwspeper had got his idea from thet Gem story.
I expect to go on wondering unless by some million to one
chence he resds these lines. If he does end will blushingly|
coniess, we'll forgive him for being e disciple of Levison
instesd of Tom Merry.

THE PICK OF THE SERIES. No. 8.

THE CRUM SERIES. (3 stories. Magnets Nos. 1056 - 1052.
Published April 1928.)

Mr. Hemilton is @ pest-master in the type of story which pleys

on the hesrt=strings. Such was the Crum Series. The cherec—

ter writing was superb. - The hypnotist from £ travelling show,-

& led without polish or breeding, - who called himself & pel |

of Lord Meuleverer, one of Nature's gentlemen. "e were given

meny fine side-glimpses of the letter's charecter in the

tiegnet, but he never showed to greater edventege then in the

Crum series.

I remember, in 1928, wondering whether the picture of th
Schoolboy hypnotist was & little larger then 1ife. . Since then
I heve come into contect with people with such strenge gifts,
ond I know now thet Crum wes in no wey exsggerated.
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These three grand tales ere well worthy of & prominent
place in the Pick of the Series.

THE SCHOOLBOY PUG

The Crum Series wes rether reminiscent of the Schoolboy
Pug series in the Gem sbout 1923. This series, too, was
equelly fine, and nothing better ever sppesred in the Gem.
Here, the lomely little prisefighter attached himself to
Gussy, and we saw the letter at his best. The bitter-sweet
climax of the story left one sighing,- but with en increesed
edmirotion for the master hend which had pemmed it.

THE GAME KID SERIES

This wes almost the same plot as the Cem series mentioned
above. It lacked, however, the genius of characterisstion,
end did not ring the bell es its Gem counterpert had dome.
Nevertheless, though not & mesterpiece, it was pleasant
reading, covering six issues of the Megnet in 1927. Even
Frank Richards could not make every series a masterpiece,
though when one looks over the Pick of the Series it seems
thet he almost accomplihsed thet wonderful fesat.

HERRY SAMUEL QUEICH
By Bernard Prime

Stalking along mejesticelly, = gient among the pigmies,
& Gulliver smong the Lilliputions, goes the mester of the
Remove Form at Greyfriars, Mr. Henry Semuel Quelch., e will
honour him by his full neme to commence with, particularly
88 he is & highly dignified, sustere, and sedate gentlemesn
who would scorn enythin: in the nature of en sbbreviation,
either in & person's neme or indeed in enything else. He
calls the Reg the junior Day Room, which is the correct name
hy whibh it should be celled.

Physicelly he is tall end lesn with a rather long face.
His expression is grave end rether grim but not melencholy;
neither it is brutal, thank God!

In the earlier Megnets we often used tc swéee him with-
out his mortar-board but still very greve, reminding us some
how of & sort of scholastic waiter. The Remove master
seemed to 8ge & little with the yeers, which perhaps is not
surprising considering the kind of Form with which he hed to
deal, end he wore his mortar-board more frequently, pertly
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no deubt beceuse of incipient beldness, ond partly to keep
cut the drsught from iir. Prout's inccesent booming.

The Magnet Library would have been bare end incomplete
without this rather stern dry man It would have been rathe.L
like & ceke without the currents or the bacon without the
mstard, 8 stew without the pepper.

In any dispute between justice and injustice he can
generelly be relied upon to teke the just pide, end if he makes
£n occasionel mistake, &s £l)l men must et times, snd punishes
sn innccent man, when the true facts come to light he cen also
be relied upon to set the metter right in no uncertein fashidn.

Quelch calls for our respect end gets it. He is the only
individusl in the wide world reelly fitted to tske the Remove
Form et Greyfriars. Even the Bounder treads werily end has
some respect for the gimlet eye. He would perhaps heve made
s rether brillient carcer et the Ber, but he chcse to be e
Form-mester insteed, for which we ere duly grateful.

As regerds his fevourite hobby, namely, compiling e
history of the school to which hc belongs, it is eesy for us
to hear in imagination the click of his typewriter coming
from behind the closed door of his study on helf-holidays,
though strengely, despite the assistence from that machine,
the "History" is never finished.

The late Mr. Dernard Shaw once wrote a play celled
nMon snd Supermen", end if Quelch is not exsetly 2 supermen
he is et leest a super-master, o kind of superb and euthori-
tarien policemsn. He teught us first-rate English, that
grand heritage of our nation. His geemmer wes faultlees,
end he never used & preposition to end & sentence with. What
Mr. Quelch would have thought of Bernerd Shew's Reformed
Spelling is perheps better imagined than expressed. We will
discreetly drew a veil over it. .

But notwithstending his sterling quelities the writer
of this erticle does not find Mr. Quelch & loveble character
in eny wey. He is too forbidding for that, snd he never
forgets that he is a Form-msster even in off-duty hours. This
wes particulerly the case whun he was ceptured by crooks on
one occasion end held e prisoner. Bunter having stumbled
on the secret, the crooks neturally deem it edvisable to
imprison the fat junior as well, and during the course of this
captivity Mr. Quelch sets him & latin exercise to pass sway
the time. This was sltogether tco bed, end most of us, I
dere tc hope, heve never forgiven him for it, but fortunately
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the exercise never wns done or even ettempted.

His fevourite game rppesrs to have been Chess, snd never|
hes & grme been 80 highly suiteble to his admirebly precise
end scholastic mind. Junior chess et Greyfriare seems to
heve been pleyed chiefly by the onlookers, but thet wee not
the wey it wes pleyed at the Vicarege.

Some of us mey hove wondered whet Quelch lived on. If
one mey venture & guess I should enswer unhesitatingly, dry
biscults.

And ss we wish this super-mester farewell, end stand
rigid to ettention, cep in hand, we do so with the utmost
ewe snd respect. The glent responds,locking perheps lees
cold than usuel, snd pesses om.

We sholl not see his like agein.

MLGNET TITLES (continued)

("s" denotes Substitute.)

¥o. T01 (S) Billy Tunter's Luck, 702 (S) The Skipper's Bat.
703 (S) The Society for Reforming Billy Bunter. 704, The
Greyfriers Carevenners. 705, The Secret of the Caraven.

706, Mculy end the Coravanners. 707, The Ceraven Detective.
708, Cereverners Aflost. 709, Greyfriers Cerevenners ibroad.
710 gs) Cheupion of the Remove. 711 (S) Bunter the Derd.

712 (S) The Islend Reiders. 713 (S) The Remove Exam.Mystery.
714 (S) Skimner's Revenge. 715, Junter's Very letest.

716 (S) The Plot Ag=inst the School. 717 (S) The Stolen Guy.
718 s; The Slecker's Soesm. 719 (S) Merk Linley's Trirl.
720 (D) Penfold Cuts Loose. 721 (D) Penfold the Dlode.

722 (5) Dack to the Fold. 723, The lMystery of the Christmes
|cendles. 724 (S) Feithful to his Friend. 725 (S) Ageinst
the Lew. 726 () The Team that Couldn*t Be Berten. 727 ()
The Footboller's Feud. 728 1S) Wibley the onder. 729, Billy
Punter's Big Bergein. T30 (S) The Remove Rugger Teem.

731, (8) Mr. Bunter - Form-mester. 732 (s) The Bunter Con-
spirecy. 733 'S) The Mystery of the Werning. 734 §S) A Form
poster's Fete. 735 (S) Wally Wins Through. 736 (s) pilly
sunter Film-ster. 737, Punter's Bolt. 738, Hunting Bunter.
739, Begging Bunter. 740 (S) The Greyfriers Exile.

741 (S) His Excellency Count Bunter. 742 {(s) Tickets for the
Finel. 743, When the Head Resigned. 744, The Sixth Form
Rebellion. 745, The Greyfriers Barring—out.
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THE NELSON LEE COLUMN

(,All Communicetions to Robert Blythe
46 Carleton Road, Hollowsy,London,N.7.)

One of the lesst known of Amelegemeted Press papers
must surely be the "Nugget 3d.Library". Information con-
cerning it is very scenty end copies of the peper almost non
existent. Therefore I was particulerly interested to hear
that Jack Murtegh of New Zeslend hes s complete collection
(which mst be unique) and has supplied us with soms deteils
on the subject.

So let's bring our knowledge of this paper up to date.

The Nugget 3d. Library
Written from informetion supplied by Jack Murtegh.

The Nugget Librery is, of course, of particular interesf
to the Iee fraternity for the St. Franks end Nelson Lee
stories thet frequently eppeered.

(1t wes first issued, working on the esgumption thsat
there were two issues s month, es were the leter numbers, no
detes were ever given, in May 1919 and ren until Merch 1922,
R.B.) No's 69 and 70 being the 1aat two, after which it was
emelgemated with the Boys' Priend Librery.

Originelly it wes & Henderson & Sons publiecstion, but
after 20 issues it was taken over by the A.P.

The chenge over from Henderscn to A.P. did not make fmuch
difference in the type of stories that were offered, except
thet there were more school stories, but at leest the suthora
were better known. During the Henderson period the bulk of
the yerns were written by S.H. DLgnew and Lucas Reed, both of
whom ere ittle lmown today, but afterwards such stelwerts 28
Arthur S. Hardy, Henry T Johmson, Regineld Wray end John G.
Rowe mede frequent appeerances. Incidentslly, "Megnet" end
wgem" fpns will be interested to lkmow thet Cherles Hamilton
contributed two stories, No.32 "The Secret of the School"
end No.64 "Rivels of the Fifth", both written under his own
neme., St. Cynthia's and Fernley College, respectively, were
the schools concerned.

The first of the St. Frenks stories o peered in No.35
snd wes czlled "The Honour of St. Frenks" (which, if I'm not
migteken, wes & reprint of e seriel that sppesred in the
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"agget Weekly", but more of that leter).

The next appeered in No.42 and from then on & St.Franks
story eppesred nearly every month, there being 13 in all.

"The White Men's Secret" in No.45 was the first of the
detective stories, festuring Lee snd Nipper, to appeer end
of these, too, there were 13.

As you will see from the titles, the St.Franks end
Nelson Lee detective stories formed the majority of the later
issues and usually appeered together esch month.

Regerding the gwthorship of the St.Franks stories, it
ie interesting to note thet while most of the other stories
bear the suthor's neme in this publicetion. those of
St.Frenks do not. Some of them have, under the title,
"Told by Nipper end edited by the euthor of the Nipper of
St.Franks series now running in the Nelson Lee Library,"
end others have, "By the author of - " giving titles of
other S5t.Franks stories in the Nugget.

Now the 3d. Nugget is not to be confused with the

"lﬁg. Nugget Weekly"

which ren for 34 issues, from lest July 1920 to March 5th 1921.
This particuler poper, for the first 14 issues were not much
laerger than the 0ld Series of the "Nclson Lee, but with

No.l5 it wes enlerged to the size of the “Magnet".

The "Nugget Weekly" combined the "Preirie", "Robin Hood"
and "Detective"Libraries.

Its perticular interest to us is the feot that all ‘of
the issues contesined firat e St.Franks serisl end them a
Green Trimngle serial.

The St.Franks seriasl ren to eight numbers celled "The
Honour of St.Franks" end featured Edger Fenton, the Captain
of the school. You will notice that thie serial hes the
seme title ag No.35 of the "3d.Nugget! snd it seems obvious
(slthough I've never seen them) that both stories are the
same, especislly as they both sppesred in the same yeer, in
July and October respectively.

The serisl "Nelson Lee v. The Green Triengle" that
followed gives ss its credit title "By the originel creator
of Prof. Zingreve and the Circle of Terror", which is con-
clusive evidence that this detective story wes by Brooks.

Another interesting thing ebout the '"Nugget Weekly" is
thet & Portrait Gellery appeared during the run of the

]
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St.Franks seriel. Resders of Sexton Blcke will be interes- |
ted to lesrn thet stories of thet detective eppeared during
the same period.

Well, that's & general picture of both the Nuggets from
the notes supplied. As Jack didn't go into the questiom
of suthorship and reprints, parheps it would not be emiss
if I edded & few words of my

In the first plece, I th.‘l.nk I'm feirly sefe in seying
thet most, if not ell, the 3d Nuggets were reprints of
serials thet apperred in the "Boys' Reslm”. Unfortunately
I only possess two copies of this peper (edvt.!) Nos.62 snd
63. FNow No.63 "The Mystery of St.Fraonks" is definitely o
reprints of six stories that eppesred in the "Boys' Realm"
from Nos. 91-96. This being so, I don't think thet it's
unressonable to suppose thet the rest were reprinta too.
Certainly the titles bear » merked similerity. If you've gof
copies of C.D's Nos. B2-46 hendy you will find e list of
"Boys' Realm" titles given by Len Packman. If you compere
these titles with those of the 3d. Nugget given in thie
article, I don't think thet you cen fail to be struck by the
coincidence of so many of the titles. Remember that Nugget
No.63 is reprinted from No's 91-96 of the "Boys' Reelm" end
you will find other numbers fit into their proper sequence.
For exemple, see how Nugget No.57 fits in with the titles
eround No's 75-80 in the “Boys' Reslm". Agein Nugget No.59.
Compare thet with "Boys' Reslm" No.B85 and so on right beck
to Nugget No.35 ond Doys' Reelnm No's 8-11.

I think I have said enough to et least meke ocut a good
cese, even if I haven't given definite proof in ststing thet
ell the 3d Nuggets were reprints.

Now as to suthorship. Those of you who have ever resd
eny of the Boys' Reslm stories will ogree with me thet, aftel
the first forty or so, the atories were definitely not by
DBrooks. Still, I camnot be too dogmatic over the questionm,
for I've only read shout twenty of the later stories, but by
cross checking with the sdverts, in the N.L. &t that time ang
noting the wording, whether it says that that particuler
story wes "by the suthor of the N.L. teles" or not, one cen
get & pretty fair picture.

However, if I'm proved wrong, I shall be properly up th
spout end I don't doubt someone will write snd tell me sol

Lnd here, for the first time, is the complete list of
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the 3d. Nugget (Note: Until No.33 I have no proof as to dates. )

Nos.
Nos.
No.l, Ea

Handed Desth (Peter Flint '"Pec.)s 3, Stend and Deliver,

1 - 20. Published by Henderson & Sons.
20- 0. " " AP,

Islend, by Capt. G.D.Interl 2, The Seven- [

A. Runtington; 4, The Serpent Dog. (P.F.) S. H. Agnew;
5, Sons of the Ses, Frank Eerl; 6, The Black Museum (P.F.)
25d The Kneve of Diamonds (P.F.); 7, The Masked Boxer,
Luces Reed; 8, The Skeleton Geng and The Humen Idol (P.F.)
9, The Isle of Gold, Capt. Holmcliff; 10, The Schoolmaster

Crook end

The Red Glove Mystery (P.F.); 11, The Roped Square,

fucas Reed; 12, The Masked Tawareks end The Plague of Spiders
(p.F.)s 13, The Mysterious Forwsrd, Luces Reed; 14, The Greet
Seaside Panic, S5.H.Agnew; 15, Dick Dare, Gentleman Cutlaw,

Frederick
i, The S5

5. H, Agnew; 19, Marooned, Derwent iiell; 20, The Boxing
petective, S. He fdoews 21. For the 0ld Club, Lucas Reed;
22, The Man of Dreads Rex irmold; 23, Rob Jeffries Fights,
Luces Reed; 24, The Panic Plunders; 25 The greet Gold Hunt,
perwent Miell; 26, Black Megics 27, The Boy Pugilist,
John G. Rowe; 28, The Arch Rogue; 29, The Land of Fortune,
Alfred Judd; 30, Kit Kemble, Call Doy, Henry T. Johnsonj

Retcliffe; 16, The Footbzll Csp Mystery, S.H.Agnew;
lent Forwerd, Lucas Reedj 18, The Golden Gang,

31, The Red Reider, A. S. Herdy; 32, The Seoret of the School,

Cherles Hamiltonj 33, Brended e Cowerd, Gordon Wallace;

34, Frenk

St.Frenks,
37, Cireus Jeck, ®dmund Harfield; 38, Squere Deal Senderson,

Richard Re

School, Reginsld Wrey; 41, The Lone Treil; 42, The New Doy's
Secret (St.Franks); 47, The Master of the Remove (St.Franks);
4, The Right Sorts 15, The White Men's Secret (¥elson Lee)s
46, The Men in the Copper Casket (N.L.); 47, The Bridge +

puilders (

49, The hmezing Schoolboy (St.Franks); 50, The Case of the
Two Imposters %

Rogues of

54, The Sign of the Shepherd's Crook (N.L.); 55, The Pet of

St JFranks;
st .Franks;

59, The Scepegrece of St.Frenks; 60, The Diemond Mountein,

V. Murrasy

Felcon's Double, Réginald Wray; 35, The Honour of
E. S. Brooks; 36, Useful Jack, F. Delmere;

ndolph; 39, The Black Rover; 40, Cock of the |

W.L.); 48, The Sign of the Red Claw (N.L.)s

¥.L.); 51, The Outsiders (St.Frenks); 52,
the River (N.L.); 53, Expelled from St.Franks;

56, Meshes of Mystery (¥.L.)3 57, Rebels of
58, The Cose of the Heevyweight Champiom (N.L.)

Greydon; 61, The Outcast of St.Franks;
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62, Lost. A Football Tesm, Andrew Murrsy (N.L.); 63, The
Mystery of St.Franks; 64, Rivels of the Fifth, Charles
Hamiltony 65, The Boy without a Friend, Relph Simmondsj
66, The Case of the Arsb Footbsllers (N.L.); 67, The St.
Franks Professional; 68, Nelson Lee In Indie; 69, Nipper's
Circus Chum (St.Frenks); 70, The Treasury Notes Myste: $H.I.
imelgemeted with the "Boys' Friend Library" Nos. g— 0
published two & month between Sept. 1920 - March 1922.

JAMES BOSWELL. 0.B.B.C.
Sundey, July 10th, 1763. [
wesseesss 'lent to the old printing office in Dow Churchysrd j
kept by Dicey, whose femily heve kept it fourscore years.

There, are ushered into the world of litersture Jack
and the Biants, The Seven Wise Men of Gothem, and other
story books which in my dewning yeers emised me &8 much as
Resselas does now.

I sew the whole scheme with a kind of pleesing romentic i

feeling, to find myself really where ell my old derlings
were printed.

I bought two dozen of the story-books, end had them
bound up with this title "CURIOUS PRODUCTIONS".

from, BOSWELL'S LONDON JOURNAL. Yele University Press. 21/—.

(The ectusl book (CURIOUS PRODUCTIONS) is now in the Child
Memoriel Collection. Heward College Librery.)

!

POSTSCRIPT:
In submitting Annual Questionnaires please,
if you have no objection, add your occupation.

This, if we got a good response, would add to the
interest of the "Who's Who'. i

Perhaps those who have already sent in forms
would comply, too?

~—
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LETTER 3BOX

York - London - Leeds - Noweestle - Goteshesd,
now Bradford.

City of Bredford Public Idibraries.
2nd July 1951.
Deer Mr. Leckenby,

VWhen I wes Deputy City Librarian et Newcastle-upon-Tyne
you very kindly loened your interesting collection of Boya!
Megesines for displey there. I wss wondering whether you
would be willing to loan them to Drasdford ss I should like
to have e similer displey in the Central Librery.

Every care will be tsken of the collection, and T will
see that you receive eny preses notices.

Yours sincerely,
H. BILTON,
City ILibrarien.

Collesgues of Megnet Days!

Rose Lewn, Kingston-on-Sea,
Broadstairs, Kent.
July 1lth, 1951.
Dear Herbert Leckenby,

Thanks for the C.D. received todesy; good 8 ever.

I wes specially interested in the report of the OBBC, and
the vieit of C.H.Chepmen, whose work I used to like so much
in the old Megnet. Some years ago I heard from some source
that he wes no longer on the sctive list, so it is & resl
pleasure to lesrn thot he is s8till going strong, snd
evidently mach more sctive then the guthor whose stories he
used to illustrate.

I wes interested too in the article you quote from the
Yorkshire Post. The writer seems to me too pessimistic.
The present weeklies for young pecple are, undoubtedly, grim
stuff; but the fault lies not with the resders but with the
[publishers, who give the younger generation & rew desl.
Young resders like quelity when they cen get it. Now they
just cannot get it, thet is oll, end have to put up with what
they cen get. The young people ere ell right; but some of
their elders hove 2 lot to lesrn.
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I hope to be sble to send you some mews soon of W.G.B3.
on T.V. There are so many people to be considered and
consulted that progress is slow. But even the wesriest rive!
winds somewhere sefe to seal

With kind regards,
Always yours sincerely,
FRANK RICHARDS.

Sydney,
2%/51-
Dear Editor and Fellow Collectors,

I have lots of news. Last Wednesday I arrived in
Sydney after a flight of 1300 miles from New Zesland. On
Friday I contaoted Ernie Carter by 'phone. He invited me to
his home on the Sunday when it so happened he wes having s
gathering of collectors. Needless to say I was there bright
and early to find an old friend Sydney Smythe, S.F. Jones,

a stranger then but one no longer, and also Miss Sheila
Stevens, on holiday from Melbournme. Well, you can guess
how our tongues wagged. Miss Stevens has an amazing knowledgp
of St.Jims and Greyfriars stories. Ernie and I had our heads
together quite & lot as we are both Nelson Lee and St.Franks
fans first and foremost. I wes surprised when I found Ernig
and Syd had met Stanton Hope severasl times, and I was de-—
lighted when I waes invited to meet him the following evening.

Well, what a joy it was to talk to Stanton Hope. He hasg
a very friendly and charming menmner. He answered all our
questions, and we asked him plenty! He knew 8ll the old
editors end many of the A.P. suthors end ertists. What tales
he did tell us sbout them. some not for publication. There
he was sitting on the floor surrcunded by Megnets, Holidey
Annuals, Sexton Blakes etc. He enjoyed every mimute a8
much as we did. He was most interested too in all we told
him about all the activities in England.

He is running e Correspondence School here snd gives
talks on the radio on his travels. He wes one of the laat
to leave Gallipoli in the First World Wer.

He elso told us he wrote as Donsld Dean, William Stanton,
and es Rhode Deen foi the girls' papers. No doubt you will
be hearing more from Ernie and Syd.

Great Do “Down Under”
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Yes, it wes & great evening.
Yours sincerely,
JACK MURTAGH.

(Thé sbove is just part of a long letter (with details of
stories) Jack wrote before he went to bed that night.- H.L.)

Extract from en interesting letter from
Dr. Robert Wilson, Glasgow

nA well-known Scots suthoress was decrying Billy Bunter
end hie friends at a meeting recently, and her remarks
excited 2 howl of protest from her listeners end a very
pointed rebuke from the Cheirmen."

FROM W,.H,SMITHS CIRCUIAR - 7.7.51

*My Own Old Paper,
The Mugnet”

Cross Rogues'  But | wan't find
faults i un article which T huse
had so much pleasure in reading

HAVE read  Mreo Macgueen- &
[I’npc'v article. A Backward err?:::j’,"t"‘:(u ';:‘
Gilance at I‘mvliis\:n ui;::\'cr; it
sreal interest© all the mure ause
e writer weenis ta have heen miy Do The Women Forget
own contemporary, and remembers Bessie Bunter b
all the dehghiful  things that 1 WAS interested in Mr. W.
remember.

Mucqueen-Pope’s  article  re-
culling  old-time *bloods ™  and
* penny dreadfuls.”

It prompts me fo raise 4 yuestion
which has always puzzled me:
How 1s it that we never read an

I sce that Mr. Macqueen-Pope
mcdudes my own old paper. the
Muenet, among the “school stories
of amuzing edwcational | establish-
ments. )

ol them. undoubtedly.

Some article by 1 woman on the delight-
were very amazing. But Grey- ful magazines ol girthood?. - Huve
friars  School really  was  not women no  sentiment  in these

“amazing " at all. My schoolboy
‘heroes. Bitty - Bunter in the- Magner
and Tom Merry in the Gem. have
stoud the test of : for although
n and Magner disappeared in

matters? -

Wherever hall a dozen men are
gathered it is easy to stimulate
memories of Sexton Blake or Billy
Bunter.

‘There are  several amateur

Tive

and Tom Merrv books, and look
hke going onoas fong s their
author.

Perhaps  Mr. Macqueen-Pope.
like many ol us okt bovs with fond
¢ recollections, is disposed
p together s thst in
had hittle m common. Hilly
Bunter and  Tom M
hadn't the most di-

ship wirh Nich foacter o

mugazines dealing with old boys
papers, edited by jnen for men.
there are dealers ‘who traffic in
old boys™ pupers: there is even an
(Md Boys® Book Club,

But women scem uninterested in
the books and stories they read in
therr Tormative vears. After all,
there way a Bessic Bunter too (her
cxploits were chronicled by the
same hand)

E. 5. Yurner Orpison, Kere,
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BLAKIAUNA
AUCUST 1951.

e Ll kSt et kSt Sl bk Bt B ok m e s e s T T e TaT 4" e e
“ditors- IlelleBond = 10, Erv Wen, Rhivbina,Cardiff, S.Waless
-.-.-f.--—o-.-.-----.-.---.-.—-~.-----.—c--—--.-.-.-.----".
THE ROUWD TABLE.

Tilfred Darvin says: Regerding BLAKTAIIA and presemt con—
tents I have been mmazed at the very high gtendard of some
of the more recent articles. Walter Webb, for instance, not
only knovs how to put a good article together but he also hag
the necossery dota to make it imterestings ilg is certainly
THE awuthority on enrly Dlake authorss The ref to Blake's
“ife is rether intriguing although he apnears to have been
morricd for one teek only and at the passing rvhim of one par
ticular cuthor vho, in my opinion, ought to have known better.
For that renson Lrse Blake should be ruled oute It is just
onc of those things, like Kdvard Carters It gtends to rensol
those romantic imborludes with Yvonne, Roxanes Olga, and I
don™t knov how many othors would never have eocured vith a
1rse Bleke round the corner,

iire LicFarlano of Glasgov 'rites: ile your query enent Lady
liollys There is a book of detoctive short storics entitled
"Lady lolly Of Scotland Yord® tritten by the late Bironoss
Opczy of "Scarlot Pimpernel" fames Of courso the Orczy book
does not morbion Soxton Blako, dbub perhaps it is the samo
Lady iolly as tho onc in the Bloke storye Anyway I pass on
this inforrtion for vhat it is worth.
sds  Thenks iire LigFarlane, very imtorostings Con anyono #iye
further information re the Orczy book? Thon it wes first
publishod ete ebe? Any information will be welcomes

Gorry Allison onco again gives us his opinions of the
latest SeB.Le volumos = thoso for July.

ilos 243 "Tho Crime ot Pombbm Tovors" by Talter Tyrors A
gouibry house wook end party with oll theo usual ingredients
of tho modern classic murder nystorys Bleke is not quite
=t thc top of his form, but tho story is vary readables

lige 244 “The lian From Porsia" by Lowis Jocksols I wonder
$f rocdors fully rocognize the ono insupcrcoble obstacle vhich
freos tho writorsof thoso talos? It is thot SEXTON BLAKE
1UST ESCAPE. In this yarn Dlake falls into tho simplost of
traps. (His stratogy from page 38 on.ards nade me squirm)e




236

|

T ROUMD TABLL Fe1d d
it vhen lixre Tofah has Blake bound hend and foot, and wholly at ‘113,
morey (page 46), vhet can the poor bloke do?  lieroly threaten him |
with instamt doath, confoss all the crimos thich hd_hufﬂod ow ry=
body, including me, and then run like blazos vhon Tinker comos aid |
bangs on tho door! Tinkor, by tho vmy, had also beon just as com-
plotely in Tofal's power on page 43.  Tho begt momont in tho bodk
yas vhen tho suthor roforrod to his old character =--“tho inimitb lo
Leon Kestrol" on page 25. Bring hin back lire Jadcison! I

In conclusion I vould like to remind you &}l that thoro is
now only just over 4 months betvwoon this numbor and Shristnase I
an vory koon to offor all roadors o bigger and botter Blako scction
in the 195 Annuel and would like eny of you tho cm possibly
gubnit articlos end featuros to let meo know as soen as thoy can
as to the longth and subject of their ddhtributions. Please do
not fail me. The vhole project dependson YOU.

S0 tho dear old bibrary has auother rise. o nowv have to pay
tho same moncy for half the guaniity of readinge In far off hapny
days it s l/4-d for four volumos, now it is l/4d for t10 vol mos,
But clthough wo all shall gruublo at this nev incrcaso(vhicH ms
orly to bo expocted) wo shell et tho same tico foel thonkfuwl) that
Blcko is still with us,  Aftor all tho Groyfriars and Ste Jia's
fans aro not so lucky as wol

Checrio for nows
He LUURIG BOID

oF 2

N KK I, B

PINK UNION JACISE

I have a quantity of pink covered U.J's for disposal
at 1/= 1/6 end 3/~ por copy. All thoso with vanbs listg
should send along suno as soon as thoy can, Copics cvail=
ablo will bo rotained for those vhe apyly first,

He.lle Bonde

R I I I I I R I I R R O e 3 3 O o H
IF LAY RAIRS ARE IW OR ILYR CARDIFY ON SUMDAY THL 12TH
AUGUST TILY RS CORDIJLLY IHVITLD TO 10e 10 ERT “I'¥ TO 10T
TIE LDITOR OF BLUK L 4D HIS VIRY GOOD FRIEND BILL
COLCGDM THO "ILL U TITH HIL AT TH.T T,
G I I I B R 3 R I 3 0 K G e i 3 e 3 K

VANTED:s 1st ond 2nd sories storics by Teod. Send dotoils
of these you have for sale to 10, Brv Won, Cordiff,




1f you happon to wulk dovn Bokor Stroet during the
Togtival of Britain, step warily or you night run into the
ghost of Sporlock Holmese His houso is there any.ny, re—
constructed as part of the celobrotionse

In oy opinion Sherlock Holmes diecd with Conan Doyles
He nade his exit with horses and hanson cobse On tho othoy
hond Sexton Blake has nanaged to survivel tho changes and
uphoavals of this nodern cge ond todny stands on the turoshd
hold of vhat might bo o now Blako erae Al tho sones the
possibility of Blakc being renerbeored during the Fostival
of Dritain scons vary renotos

There is no doubt though, thot vhat has bean done for
Conan Noyle's dotoctive charcetor could bo Jdore for Blokee

Lot us suppose for a noneit it ma Sexton Bleko vho
had got tho limelight, and not Holmes, ond it wms Bloke's
fonous rogidenco thot had appooroed in actualitye Such aon
idoa socms bordoring on tho niraculous, but all the saue
just inagine Blake's consulting roam, coriploto vith nll the
imtirato detnils so femiliar to the reador of tho Blake
storys

Blakc's choir, for instanco, his w7oll prn slippors
~t tho side, the Blako bust on a side tuble, tho volunos
of tho Boker Stroct Indox neatly arrangod in the bookeasos
Othor itaas here and thore such as Blnke's pipo end tobacco
pouch, Brovming pistol, nagnifying lcns ctce Going &
stop further wo night find that the detoctive's case books
hod boen given o place in this Bloko nusoun, and niradle
of nirncloss tho monuscript notes of his funous ronogriphse

Reninds ono of Alico In Wonderland doosn't it?  Or
a porticularly vivid drean following thc readcring of o Soxton
Blok o yarne

Still, thero rigy bo other Fostivels of Britain, and
othor opJortunitios for Blako, and, vho knovs, wo Lay yot
sco thet drean fulfillode

WILFRED DARWINe

1% M REIIND YOU T1L.T "L JRE URGINLY HUEDING JATICLUS HID
FLLTURSS FOR PUBLIC.TION IN DLALTAlLe
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( smroi HL/XE IN TIL: SDLRDIAN R )
by Waltor Tebbae

Chapter Two.
Then lelson Loo ceascd to bo a sorious contestant to
Blako'g ploee in the “Union Jack" tho latter found hinsal f

in the company of now dotective rivils such as Vipart Reev
Yaxell Grey, tho sca dotectivo, IFronk Ferrot, atc cte.
ecroectod by nuthors Arthur S, Hordy, Aloe G.Pearcon and
Ceoeil Haytor respeetively, all of thon eventuslly bocanc
Blake writorse Arthur S, Hordy introducod Vipart Rocves
in his vory first story for the U.J. vhich cared undor
the title of "Leaguod Agninst Dritain®, published 2:th
ilorch 1898 (Isuue ilos 205,)

For o tinc, ot the bepiming of tho Bdvardicn era
Blok o's apnoeorances in the U,J. grov loss and loss froquont
until by 1903 he wns herdly faotyrod at all, Protably
his popularity wos on the doelino duo to souovhet in-
difforent stor » for it must be oonforaed the roart
fron Show Roo ewd tho other four contributors vore hardly
portraying the charnctor in snything 1ike the sctisfactory
nanner in vhich tho majority of Blake's litor chroniclers
cemie to dos Serup oy naterinl and, in saie in stances,
vay pocr handling of his virile chamctor, woro ruch in

ke's errliost civentures,  Aftor ol},

Herring, I'nlton "hyte and Christophor
.rily be desriibed na dotoetive story writong
¢ of the vord; thay ~woro quito corpotant
i a stroightforerd cdvarture yurn, but
tostive stuff found thm flouncoring

riy bLlyth, the only other sriter vho could held &
condle to We Shaw Ree in this respect, ns gono, and
Blako s evidontly in nced of now blocd in tho litcerory
rankse

Sy this ti,o Bboxdt Ernest Godénrd's plice in tho
oditorial choir had boen taken by his brother, lominne
T-’0 ronsons hove beon givon for tho lattor's substitution,
one being thet he diod suddonly end long boforc his tince

Ls woll as tho UuJ. othor boys poriedicals published
ogcrgdonnl advanturos of Sexton Blake. For instonce, in
1902 Hrnilten ddvords publishod a story foaturing hin in
"Tho Doy's riond" ontitled "Sunkon :illioms“. Author wmg
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Potriock iorris (Viecount Hount iiorros)s  Bloko also appoarod
in tho conic peporas and tho wJogtor® featwrod hin in an
ndventure simly entitlod “Soxton Blako, Dotoctive™, tho
mrrator boing Laxwoll Scotts

Tho year 1903 tus a loan ono for Blzko as far as the
U.J. wms congorned, and I have no rocord of mmy of his
sppenrancee during thoso twolvo monthes  When, tour ds
o ond of tho year, the prico of the U.J. wmas increased
o o ponny it bogpn 4o look ns though Blnke wams finishod,
for no otteopt was mde 4o publish furthor storios of his
ndvonturess Instonds oport, achool znd advonture in
forcign lands soaod to bo the order of the dny, and vhen
oan odd dotective yom ald eroop in it ws only to famture
soro littlo knomm and quite inglgnificont slouth like
Frank Forrot or lexvell Groye

Frosh nuthors begen to tako tho stago, and we saw tho
nov litorary styles of such na os TeCe Bridgess TeGe Dotding
Lnitlmd, Fonton ish and onc or tio otharse It is
bolicved thet Fonton Ash wms the pa nanc of a Lire Aeds
Atkins, thoso daughtor, also a vritor, contributed to the
ngtrand liogoezine™, and aleo to "Pluck®™ and the "UJa"
Rogarding her identity md details of saac of the etories
eho wrote I will donl with a little laters

It tms in 1904 vhen Willian Back took ovar the
oditorship of the U.J. 4thot Soxton Blake camo into his owm
sgaindue to demands for hig roturn which could no longer
bo demied. A4 sorios of rovival-of-Blake yonms tas planned
1y the now oditer, and it was the vetoron author Alec Ge
Poarson vho ms cormissionod to vrite the firgte This vas
amtitlod “Sexton Blako's 2riumph" (Issuo llce 51) published
unmdor tho onmtiroly filetitous nano of srnold Davise, Aloc
(e Foargon, next to S. Clark Hook, the most prolific swritor
on the staff, had a hogt of pen mmnes. Ho had knoekod
sbout the wrld quito axtansivoly in his younger deayss and
was an ox=loval nane o livod in Souwthsoa during tho latter
part of nis life onc diod thero in rotirenent Just before
tho outbroak oftho firet World Wiole

Tho second 3lcoke story in tho "rovival® scriocs vos
ontrusted to Horbort iaxwoll, ond he it s vho introdueod
inkor for tho first tinoc. thothor tho author actually
croatod tho choractor is open to doubt, for it is wqually
1ikoly thet Tinkor wms tho concoption of Willion Back tho
iaxooll to fo-ture hinm. The lattor was on ex-
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n— ‘ns Horbort Lomax. %t about
sslloc]..:mffic ‘ﬂ&?‘;c‘;:inn?:': lost of Blako storios so wns
-r'-,ho tine f x0lle He went to lloxico and vms never heard
IaerPiﬁn‘:ﬂ Thothor ho had eny of the blocd of thot country|
‘;i; ;;s voins, or not, I ernnot say; cortainly the none Lonav
soong to sugrost that he hed

Chaptor three will apnoar next nonth 4

TYE SIXTOH BLUS LTHRRY (82 XD & RIES) 1925-1941 (2)

17. On Tho ilight Dxpross. i G-thz:'tcr.
18+ Tho Advonture of the Albanicn Avonger.P. Quiroulo.
19. “ho “reat Conal Plot, ulls Tood,
20, Tho Case of the T'o Sespeprocoss e Graydon,
21, Undor the E.gle's Ving. Glls Toods
224 The iffeir of tho Diunond Star, G Chegters
23, Black Corgoe lie Graydon,
244 The Cnse of the Pross Phntogruphor. Le Bledr,
254 The Case of the Chincso Pearls, Ge 1, Toed,
26« The Borton Inmor lysterye G Lymns,
27s Tho Prieset(s Secrots iis Graydons

8, The Legncy Of DGOH: ) LJ. imrroys
20, Tho Affnir of tho Cross Roadse Gs Choster,
30, The Case of the Long Torn Frauds. la Osbornes
31, Tho Crooks Doublo.

32¢ The Tronsuro of tho innchus. Ce Brishanoe,

oxt rmonth we shall publish a further seloction of S.BuLe
let ond 20 sorios titles end vill shortly re-corsicnce tho
ouch asked for U.J. titles sories.

COLFLITCIONSe %o shall bo plonsod to recoive any
augcostions for furthor conpotitions in thoso
pagese  Plocse subtdt 2ll ideas and sugposticg
as soom as possible to the usunl nddress,

R
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