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SIPTEMBER 1951
Editor, Miscellaneous Section,
Herbert Leckemby, Telephone Exchange,
C/o Central Registry, Northern Command, York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR

Problem: I have had a few letters lately suggesting too
much space is taken by the Club reports. In contrast, quite
a number of others say emphatically, "The Club reports are
the very first section I turm to." So where are we? I can
assure you it's no bed of roses running even the C.D. What'g
more, theproblem is likely to grow with more Clubs in the
offing, and the thought, "the more the merrier".

Well, when starting our magezine the intention wes
nfactes end figures, articles appertaining to the hobby, and
an intimete family atmosphere in which all could feel they
could be in the news." With all the present difficulties
it's not always easy to get the perfect blemd. Still, on
the whole I think we have succeeded.

However, where the Club reports are concerned, those
most closely concerned have talked it over and it has been
sgreed that they could be pruned somewhat without losing
their usefulness. Hope you'll sll be satisfied.

==mrmee
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Holiday: Shortly after this reaches you I hope to be off
pn holidey, needlese to ssy to my ususl hsunts in London
town., It will be & kind of busman's holiday, but I would
sooner hsve a dey that way than & month by the sea. I can
do with & break, for things have not been easy lately. Back
invigorated I shall be down to the Annuel in earnest.

Shock: Just before we "went to press" last month we learned
of enother staggering increase in the price of the coloured
card we were using for the cover. We hed to bear it for
thet issue, but the increase is so serious that it is
impossible to cerry it any longer. Consequently this month
we have been compelled to adopt 8 doloured paper one. Well,
after all, the Magnet and its compeniins only had paper
covers, so why not our little C.D.

The Armual: Up to the time of writing ihis, orders have
come in splendidly. A good proportion swe from acw chuma

thus adding to the wvalue of the '"Who's Who'. Last month T
made a request fou "occupations". Johusy Gesl end several
others vote this a good ides. I do trink it will add to the|
interest of the Who's Who, for if you all play up it will
show what a representetive lot we ave. So don't be shy,
let's lmow how you eern your daily bresd.
Talbot: The long swsited "Tom Merry" book with the "Toff™
playing e prominent part should be out by the time you
receive this. Would someone plesse send a review.
Tribute to en Arh‘gl The "Scheol Frisrd” rwcently ran &
popularity competition and the school story came out top. It
is & pleassure to record that the editor seid that no small
ghare of the credit wes due to the artist, for the artist is
often forgotten. The pleasure is added to in this particular
instance, for the artist in question happens to be & member
of our circle, Miss Evelyn B. Flinders.

P ]
0.B.B.C. I..ive_rgooi.!. A meeting with the object of forming e
branch o e 0.B.B.C. with headguarters at Liverpool will be
held et the home of Donasld B. Webster, Waterloo House,
7 Croeby Roed, South Liverpool, 22 (Phone: Waterloo 79) on
Sentember 30th. It is expected that Donald will act as
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cheirman,anl ¢iank (ase, 4 Dee Sirees, Lis
secretary . All interested are cordially invited to get in
touch with either of them in gocd time.

Here's wishing a successful launching in Jdverpool.

And Another: Before these lines are in print a meeting wil
have beea held (August 24th) of the Australisn 0.B.B.C.
(victoris). Report to follow.
Which all delights the heart of
Yours sincerely,

i e

EEaI===

_a.d.v'erts. urgently wanted for the Annual.

Can ANYONE cbliged with Gem mumber 946, please? I will pay |
a good price. Josephine Packman, 27 Archdale Road, East i
Dulwich, London, S.E.22.

WANTED: Lees, Chums, Nugget 3ds, Comic papers, Detective
Tibtraries. Sale, Lees (old series). L. M, Allen,
3 Montgomery Drive, Sheffield, 7.

I
!
G, S. HENTY items wanted by Pete Martin, The Ssturday I
|

Evening Post, Philadelphia 5, Pa., U.S.A.: ALL BUT LOST,
3 vols., Tinsley Brothers, London, 18693 CAPTAIN BAYLEY'S
HEIR, Blackie, 1889; COLONEL THORNDYKE'S SECRET, Chatto and |
Windus, 18983 THE CURSE OF CARNE'S HOLD, 2 vols, Spence=, !
Blackett and Halam., 1889; DOROTHY'S DOUBLE, 3 vols., Chatto
and Windus, 18943 FACING DEATH, Blackie, 18833 THE DRAGON
AND THE RAVEN, Bleclde, 18865 JACK ..RCHER, Samson, Low,
Searle and Rivington, 1883; FRIINDS THOUGH DIVIDED, Griffith
and Farran, 18833 CHUMS, Vol.I, 42, June 28, 1893 to Vol.I,

47, sugust 2, 1893, containing JOHN DILLON OF DUNNIMORE,
SE.SIDE MAIDENS, being & specisl number of Tinsley's Magezing
for 1880 or 1881, bound as a book and also appearing a8 2
gift book.

Please quote prices desired and a description of con-

dition. Dete on ads in back of such items as JACK ARCHER
end FRIENDS THOUGE DIVIDED should match dates on title page.
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The First of s New Series
THE MEN WHO WROTE FOR BOYS

By Herbert Leckenby
No.l — Si Drew

Sidney Drew (born 1878) was a ster suthor in the halcyon
days of the serisel story. I suggest that period as being
the lest few years of the 19th and the first decade of the
20th century. For it was then thet the serisl was given in
generous instelments, new readers were provided with & con-
cise summery whereby to pick up the thresds, and, ell °
important, the authors' names figured prominently. Thus ma
of them in time beceme desr and familiar friends to the boys
of the day.

Writing a successful serial story was a difficult arts
the suthor had to be an adept at finishing en instelment at
an exciting, breathless moment, so thatthe youthful reader
would remein in = state of suspense for e week, and then go
post haste to its newsagents in order to Jearn what had
really happened.

A past mester st the game was Sidney Drew, who I believy
wrote only for Pesrsons and what I will call for convenience
the Hermsworth papers. It wes many long yesrs before I
lesrned that his resl name was Edgar Joyce Murray, and then
T was told by en editor who kmew him well. I remember at
the time I had & longing to try end get in touch with the
men who had given me so much pleasure in my youth. I turned
to my old stend-by - the London Telephone Directory, and
there, sure enough, I found an Edgar Joyce Murrmy. "Surely,
thought I, "this will be Sidney Drew, it's hardly likely
there will be two with that rather unusual combination of
names." Alss! I wes wrong, for on getting & courtecus
reply from the subscriber in the 'phonme directory, I was told
he had never hed eny sspirations as an suthorand knew not
his nemeseke. So I never had the pleasure of hearing from
Sidney Drew.

However, to get down to 2 sketch of his career. He
will be best remembered as the crestor of two striking,
seversl men in one cheracter, Graydon Gerth end Ferrers Lord,
patriots, Dmpire builders, inventors, mystery men and multi-|
millionaires. Graydon Garth came first and appeared in many
thrilling, spell-binding serials in Tearson's Big Budget ﬁndl
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Boys' Leader.

Two of the stories in the "Big Budget" appecared under the
eye-arresting titles - "The Venished Fleet" snd "The Mysteriow
Army". Written in a slick racy style, unusual but mimus the
sbsurdities of the present-day fantastic story, they provided
delightful fare for the boy of the day.

Followed "i World in .rms" in the early days of the Boer
Wer; snother masterpiece. Here let me psuse to tell a
personsl experience. You know how I love to slip them in.

Some time sgo I hed the luck to obtsein guite & lot of
Big Budgeta from John Medcraft. I snapped the string and
tore open impatiently his typicelly well-wrapped parcel, for
I had been waiting forty years for the contents. I turned
the papers over eagerly, then peused as ome particular copy
ceught my eye. Its front page partrayed a vivid scene in
mrafalger Square, drawn by Val Reeding — the stoxy the first
instelment of "A World in Arms". Instently my thoughts
travelled back through the years to a Saturday night lonk
before I had reached my teens. It was bath night, and in
those days that meent & tubbing before the fire. Whilst
my younger brother was being cleansed by mother I set reading
the Big Budget. My turn ceme end whilst my ears were being
vigorously Tubbed I noticed my fathex pick up and start
reading my B.B. I watched anxiously, for, as I have said
before, he usually frowned on my beloved weeklies. However,
on this occasion he was in benevolent mood, for after s while
he gut Lt down without comment. Oub of the bath I grebbed
it and stole off to bed. That copy displayed on the front
page, that scene in Trefelger Squawe; o tiny insignificant
incident of fifty years sgo, yet I could see it as though
i* had heppened yesterday . It just shows you, the influence
those pepers had en the life of a Victorien boy.

However, to proceed. About the seme time es "A World
in Arms" was appearing in the "Big Budget" Sidney Drew wrote
his first serisle for the #d. Boys' Friend. It was enother
with en exciting title — "Wolves of the Deep" and it was
the first story of Ferrers Lord. In it was also introduced
the young Chinese prince, Ching Jung, a character who was to
remain popular for years. Ching could speek King's English
&s immeculete ss & B.B.C. snnouncer, but he usually chose to
chatter sway in weird pidgin English. He was also a
mervellous conjuror.
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"Lion Against Bear" followed "Wolves of thc Deep" and
on the rise of the Boys' Friend to & penny came "Boyond the
Eternal Ice", the story of a race to the North Pole. In
this was met for the first time an umusual comic cheracter,
Gen Wega, en Bskimo. Many more Ferrers lord stories
followed, emong t¥hem "Through Trackless Tibet"; "Mysteris",
"The Unconguerable” (21l in the Boys' Friend), "The Blue
orchid" (Boys' Herald), "Twice Round the Globe" (Jester) and
"The Millicnsire Sportsmsn" (Boys' Reelm).

In these Ferrers Lord stories Sidney Drew had s hebit
of suddenly switching from thrilling adventure to broad slept
stick humour in which Ching Iung, Gan Wega, Tom Prout,
Barry O'Rooney and other members of the crew of the marvellous
submarine "Lord of the Deep" were concerned. This,to me at
anyrete, rather spoilt the rhythm of the stories; they were
grend yerns, nevertheless.

Iike meny of his time, Sidney Drew was very versatile.
He wrote stories of many types including school yarns. For
the Hermsworth pepers his most populer school was Celcroft.
First scriel, "Kings of Calcroft" appesred in the later dsys
of the 3d. Boys' Friend. Complete stories concerning the
seme school ran in the Mervel twenty yesrs later. Also
early in the penny Boys' Friend there wes "The Boys of
Barrowby" (Ching Iung's Schooldeys).

For Pearsons (Big Budget snd Boys' Leader) the school
was Renthorpe, two of the stories being "Rivals of Renthorp
and "That Terrible Term". One of the cherscters therein
wes Bunter, quite o different kind of Bunter to the onme knowmp
to fame.

In £11 thess school stories humour predominsted, house
rivelry end the like.

As proof of Sidney Drew's versatelity here ere the titlgs
of some other stories which flowed from his pen. "The Peril
to Come" written enonymously for the "Boys' Friend", "The
Blind Boy", & tale-ofifthe coal mines, and "The Rival Cinema-|
tographers", also in the "Boys Friend"; 'Prince of the
Circus" (Boys Realm), "Wings of Gold" and "Man .igainst Monster"
(Boys Herald), "A Branded Name" (Jester).

Other stories for Pearsons were "Peril Island", "In
Terror's Realm", "in Eye for an Eye" (s great yarn this) in
the Big Budget, and "The City of Darkness" (Boys Leader).
Do not the titles give you & wistful kind of feeling?
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several ‘of the Harmsworth stories were reprinted in thul
Gem, Magnet and other pepers, snd, of course. in the Boys |
Friend Library. |

I almost forgot to mention that Sidney Drew was one of |
the legion who wrote Sexton Blake stories, both under hic real
name, and his adopted one, and, if I remember rightly, he
introduced Ferrers Lord into two or three of them in the
Union Jeck.

'Tis spaid Sidney Drew scorned a typewriter and wrote in
a very microscopic but perfectly legible hand. He often
had to be chased for his copy, but it alweys came slong
eventusllys which was all to the benefit of the boys of
yesteryear.

HAMILTONTIA
Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

In our August, 1950, we published an article "Through
England with the Femous Five". It made a hit, for straight
eway bouquets ceme in. Well, its suthor has core along with
snother one which agein takes you right into the magic Frank!:
Richards country. As it is pretty lengthy I will hand ==
straight over to Jimmy Walsh. 4

o 1

CHUMS ON THE OPEN ROAD

By James Walsh

Goin' to take a Sentimental Journey |
To Renew Old Memories.

This couplet from & populer song serves as my theme for
our anmuel holiday reminicences.

Most of us, at some time in our lives, have taken such §
journey or, if not, have hed & strong desire to do so. Such
g journey will most often be of a strongly personal nsture —
to the scene of boyish escapades; the site of a former home
which, like the loved ones it sheltered, mesy have long since
departed; or to trace the adolescent footsteps of & would-bg
Galehad in which the idesl walk alweys took the longest way
round!

Those of literary bent msy follow in the footsteps of
their fevourite charecters and trace the meenderings of
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hr. Pickwick or of Little Nell end her grandfether from the
01d Curiosity Shop to the little villege vhich marked tHe
end of her long journey and short life.

low you who have reed your share of "the hundred best
books" mey have been inspired by their author's magic pen to
vigit that country forever essociated with their lustrous
nsmes - the "Dickens Country", the "Scott" and "Hardy Country",
the Lakes of the "Wordsworth Country and the Moors of the
"Bronte Country,"snd in doing so you will have known the
thrilling fescinstion of actually seeing with your own eyes,
sights and scenes long femiliar to your mind snd imagination

It is to such scenes that our little Journey leads us -
into & country thst, if it hes not yot esrned the literary
epprobsyion of the places quoted, has been made by its
beloved suthor no less desr to our hesrte and real to our
minds; you will kmow it 88 - "The Frenk Richards Country".

The term is, perhaps, a little vague and elasgtic and it
is well that it should be 803 for map end compess will play
e smaller part then our imsginetion end if, on our tour, we
cannot klways say positively abhst we are right, well then,
we will not know the disillusionment of being proved wrong.

Now when I speek of this "Frenk Richards Country" I do
not refer merely to that small and compect world which, with
the grey old pile itself es the focel point, encompesses a
Village snd & Town, & River snd a Common,

For schooldays are behind us and holidays enlarge the
vista. Wherever and however they travelled within our own
fair counties, so we can too. For this is our big chance
to DO AS THEY DID - in Fact es well as Fency.

II

Well, you have been kind cnough to volunteer to Join oux
little perty of Good Compenions,so let's prepare for our
Sentimental Journey.

If we call ourselves Terrible or Fisticel or Famous,
membersof the freternity will understend thet these pseudonyms
ere intended to be sentimental also, and not provocative (ang
8 tendenvy to thickening of the artories or thinning of the
thetch would scon convince the others!)

Let ue pack our favourite holiday yerns in our knapsacksd
end when we stop to cemp or just to rest and light e pipe,
we'll read to one another e fevourite passege or naybe cull 4
Toute our youthful fellow-trevellers have trod before us.
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Frank Richards wes not elways tco precise in pin-
pointing the landmarks for us yet, as we remarked before, we
are glad it should be so. For the enchantment of his count:y
is that every dusty lane may be the one they took snd every
gressy dell the one in which they pitched their tent. And
if they have not benen that way, well - perchsnce we shall
meet them yet!

But stay awhile! We still have to solve the seme
pressing, but pleasant, problem that beset our youthful
friends when Mauly®s yacht or Mr. Vernon-Smith's plene wes
not readily available ~ just where we are going end by
what mesns.

We have an extensive choice of locomotion. TFirstly
there's our feet and that — as Mr. Bunter pointed out to
Master Bunter on one of the few occasions when that fet and
lezy youth did not wish to bestow his unwelcome compeny on
his "old pals" - provides a method that is healthy, hygienie
— and cheep!

We mey hire s dinghy and follow the course of the
silvery Thames or a horse end caraven end follow the 0pen
Road.

"Bob" (he has taken on the mentleof his namesake; he
has no mop of curly hair but he has got big fect so we let if
pass) being the mechanically-minded member of the party
suggests, with an eye on the bsggage, that we might pick up
enother "Methusaleh" — you remember Bob Cherry's Trike? But
that — and who having seen it could ever doubt it?- was the
only one of its kind and did it not finish up, to the uncon-’
cealed delight of his friends, in a thousend pieces?

We reconsider a besst for the burden. "Jimmy", the
Rookwood enthusiast, recalls "Trotsky" the little pony and
the equally small trap whose mumerous lockers provided &
stowage capacity unexcelled by Tubby himself.

Talking of horses end ponies prompted "Tom" the St.Jims
follower to bring up the subject (he was looking rather herd
at us at the time) of Donkeys. Did we not, he asked us,
remember "Seven Schoolboys and Solomon?" I was about to
make & witty rejoinder concerning ssses but, remembering
Monty Lowther's rotten puns on the subject, I desisted.

I suggested bikes, having in mind that we might pick wup
the new owner of Muccolini's Circus s#nd drop in on it et
Broadstairs or Brighton or some other plessant South Coasi
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resort where thet fet freek of 2 fortune-teller diddled us
out of half-s—crown. (Rather & pity he wesn't drowmed when
Muccy left him cut off by the tide et Broedstairs! I would
like to point cut to the other cheps the very cleft where he
dangled st the end of e rope — to seve his fat life, not
finish it1)

However, "Bob" pointed ocut that on a previous occasion
#hen bikes and circuses got mixed up (that was the time the
seame fat brigend hed diddled the owner himself as well es his
clients and donned the mentle — end the wig - of the un-
fortunste Mr. Whiffles) the bikes got trempled on by en
escaped elephent which, neturally, wes somewhat to their
detriment!

Welll well! what & choicel! Bozts amd Caravans -~ Horses,|
ponies and Donkeys -~ Trikes end Bikes.

There's only one wey to decide; we put it to the vote -
the Feet have it}

omx

So here are we Chums on the Open Road a2t last, scamming
it eagerly for fanilier pleces end the no less femiliar faces|
of the Chums who have gone befare us.

A group of cyclists weering school jackets =snd boeters
wheel pest us; we zre not surprised to mote that one has &
derk complexion. We cztch his smswer to en unheerd gquestion
- "Sure thing, if we bat firsti"

If only he had seid "Sure thingfully™!

¥e cerry on with enthusiesm undiminished, for even the
dreexy high-roed has its exciting memories — the big cer en
route for Folkestone, gelvanised into roering life &s it
tries o shake off the evil Chink — or was it the Greek or
the Iteldzn? ~ snd the bullets seeking bdllets in the tyres;
the desperete chese through side-lenes, the fellows holding
on Tor deexr life es it sweys end lurches. But don't worry!
Perrers Locke is at the wheel and safe srrival st the bost-
pier is sssured!

Yes, the highwey hes its memories - not to mention its
terrors, we feel, 88 & herc-brained young ass sheves us with
his motor-bike — "Coker atill at iti"™ we grunt.

At length we are out in the quicter lenes and, whet with
the hest and dust, begin to feel the need of liquid refresh-
ment. JAnd 1lo! in rounding & bend of the roed there it wes -
the very epitome of every little inn thet ever refreshed s
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thirsty weyferor in this Fronk Richerds Country!

The creeking signboard procleims it ss the Bunch of
Grapes, confirming its femiliar sspect as we gether round the
horse-trough -~ the very one, we declare in which the Famous
Five ducked the greet Horece Cokerl; snd that episode
brings recollections.

For had not those cheery chums arrived here, dusty, dry
end thirsty as we ourselves, thet werm sunny dsy, and beheld
08 we did now — "The little old-fashioned inn, with its
porch, its diemond-psned windows, its red-tiled roof, half-
hidden by crcepcrs snd foliege. The bench by the teble
under spresding branches end the prospect of ginger-pop."

Well, the "@inger-popfulness", es Hurree Singh remarked
may heve been terrific, but we partook of something e little
stronger snd then proceeded on our wey.

Fields and footpeths pass under our feet until 2t lengt)
rether hot and tired, we find ourselves on the willowy benk
of & little river, rippling in the sunshine.

"What more delightful spot to lunch?" we ask as we
choose a gressy patch amongst the willows.

48 the kettle boils we have n tacit understending es to
Jjust where we sre ~ and a thoussnd memories to dispute the
claim of any local inhabitant who fancied he knew better!

After a plessant and substential lunch we sit for o
while idly watching the river; and what with the glere of
the hot sunshine end ite reflection on the placidly-flowing
weter, our hesds begin nedding drowsily. Its very quiet
heresbouts with no one else in sight; but usr—river I scem
to heer feintly the splash of oers and the celling of merry
voices; gradually they die sway -~ must have landed on the
islend - - probably a picnic there - - -

I had thought to take lcave of you here in this pleasent
drowsy spot but, before I close, I must tell you sbout &
rather remarkeble heppening that took plece & little leter.

I am not sure how it came sbout. but I remember sitting
with my friends on the river benk and then next thing I knew
I seemed to be on my own, I was smbling elong e gquiet,
dusty lene lined with green hedges end clumps of trees that
filtered the hot sunshinc whem I wes ewekened from & Treverie
by & sound - the clip-clop of 2 horse's hooves.

I wes not unduly surprised to see s cersven rumbling
along behind - gipeies I surmised. But ss my eyes ceught
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two little pin-points of gless flashing back the rays of the
sun I thought I recognised something familiar in the figure +
at least in its girth! And as the van drew nearer I was
still more surprised to recognise the figures of five sturdy
youths dressed in white flamnels.

When slmost ebreest of me I heard a familiar squesk from
the gasping fat fellow - "I sey you fellows, when are we
stopping for lunch?"

Drawing sside I gave the ceraven a close scrutiny as it
pessed. Why yes! incredible as it seemed, it was the same
green-painted one thet had rumbled out of the yard of 0ld
Lezaurus' shop in Courtfield, just thirty years agol

I rubbed my eyes, too surprised to spesk, as it grew
gmeller in the distesnce and at last vanished round a bend
in the lane.

But that is not the most surprising part of my story.
Later, as we ware ell welldirg together, "Tom" drew me sside
+ud cenfiftad S0 ze 8 repaxhavle bhoprening im which he hed
Tignred. Hs else, it appeared, was welldrg alcne and he
also hed £2u. 8 horse end carsvon in similsr circumsiances.

But, case, hls attention had first been attracte
by the sux “aflected in one lit%tle pane of gless and he hed
then observed that six other cheery-looking youths accompani ¢d
the van. As they drew near he wes es surprised as I had begn
by the fat squeek to heer the youth with the eye-gless drawl|-
"Bettesh let me lead the horse. Blake desh boy; it wequire:
a fellow of tact snd judgement!i"

"And would you believe," he asked me wonderingly, "thet
when I looked closely st thet ceraven it wes the very seme
one that had left Rylcombe over thirty yesrs sgo?

Well, that is our story and we leave you to put your
own interpretation on it.

You may remind us, with & knowing smile, thet we did
have & substantial lunch down there by the river end we did
feel drowsy after it. We prefer to belicve that, for the
occesion 8t leest, we had e kind of "second sight"; and if
you heven't got that - well what are you doing in the Frenk
Richerds Country enyway?

I leave you a8 I commenced, with a little quotation —
for I find that a snetch of conversation I heard as the
carsven passed m: has been recorded by & well known pen -

£
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"Some day," Bob Cher¥§ remarked, "We'll have e real trip,
and go right round the giddy globe in this old bus. What?"

"Some day!" said Herry Wharton lsughing.

nThe some-dayfulness," remarked Furree Singh, "will be
terrifici”

Well, what sey if we 8ll meet and join up with ''the old
bus" - somedsyl

THE PICK OF THE SERIES. No. 9.

The Cricket Series

It has been suggested occasionally that our favourite
author was not at his best when writing of sporting events. |
This suggestion may be true, but I think that none can deny
thet in his descriptiens of Cricket matches Mr. Richards :'
completely captured the atmosphere of the summer game. When |
writing of Cricket Series, the first to come to ome's mind
is vndoubtedly the Lankester Story, which has aslready been
considered in the Pick of the Series. Never was the spirit’
of Cricket more delightfully persorified than in Lankester,
the Wizerd. The Da Costa Series, which hed eppeared & i
little earlier, also cunningly caught the g irit of the game;
Da Costa, the Burssian with the tortuous charscter, at last !
was able to cerry the spirit of the game into his deily life,
A grend series. Cricket played a large part in the Vernon
Smith-Bertie Vernmon Series, and, though in some ways these
gtories were not so happy as those mentioned ebove, they
nevertheless captured the stmosphere of white flannels,
smooth pitches, and the click of bat meeting ball.

I think that:, to write such superb pictures of Cricket,
Mr. Richards must have a genuine love for the game. As we
resd his gems of pen-painting, we can clearly see the setting
sun lengthening the shadows of the trees, as Harry Wharton,
going in last as the result of his feud with his relative
Stacey, starts hitting all pound the wicket. The Stecey
Series, one of the Magnet's finest, would slways be memorable
for its Cricket episodes, if for nothing else. As wes once
geid by someone else who loved Cricket - "There's & breasth-
less hush in the Close to-night.."

Strangely enough, I cannot recall one series of either
St. Jim's or Rookwood where the willow played & very large
part.

—000———
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OLD BOYS' BQOK CLUB

London Section. August 19th
The Modern School, Surbiton. Attendemce 21

Unsurpessed es is customary Host Eric Fsyne orgenised a
very successful meeting end whet 2 heppy end enjoyable ome iff
turned out to be. The grend feed in the Reg was an immense
delight to the young end old boys end including the members
of the feir sex present. Formsl proceedings were soon deald
with end Cheirman Len wes heppy to welcome two new members,
J.McGeedie end L.Swen. The latter is Wheeler Dryden's
representative in Englend,end it wes understood that Mr.Dryden
had every intention of being present at the meeting, but was
unsble to do so owing to pressure of other engagements. A
new design of club stetionery for officisl use wes approved.
Then ceme competition time snd host Eric had designed a very
fine Cryptogram. This wea greatly enjoyed snd wes won by
John Geel who wes presented with red "Msgnet" No.223 as his
prize. As ususl, the populser Packmsns filled the second and|
third places, their prizes being cigerettes and "Gem" Wo.73.
Higholiffe Quiz wes won by Len Peckmen and Bob Whiter, with
Ien Whitmore third. A team quiz was hsld and the mejority
of the questions held no terror for the participsnts. Then
the Co. adjourned to the school's cinems and here host Eric
geve a very fine end enjoyable film show, judging by the
applsuse and laughter. But all good things come to an end
and so best thanks to Host Eric end Madem for e wonderful
time. Excelsior.

Next meeting et 13 Repheel Roed, Hove 3. September 16th.
Our editor and vice-president hopes to be present.

BENJAMIN G, WHITER.

OID BOYS' BOOK CLUB
Horthern Section
Quite & number of members being on holidey, the attendance
on iugust 16th wes considersbly reduced, being 13 in all,
Bill Williemson, scting cheirmesn, seid thet was the number et
our first meeting, so we were back where we had started.
Neverthelees, we were not discoursged - or superstitious.
Then ceme news of one who was not on holiday but in
hospitsl, our chefrmen, of course. I hed seen him just before
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the mceting and wes eble to report that Reg. hoped to be going
home in the next few days. He would have to teke things easy
for some time. He hoped, however, to be at the next meeting
If he is, needless to say, he will be received with open arms
The meetings have never been quite the same with our Reg.
absent.

Minutes were read, and tressurer Gexrry Allison announced
that cesh in hand was £4.4.7., sdded to which wes the Library
stock now estimated st sbout £35. A heslthy position indeed
Income from library im July was £2.3.0.

Next for half an hour we concenkrated on an Eliminating
Quiz, & really intriguing ides, kindly peesed on by our London
comrades, and prepared for us by versstile Gerry. For the
benefit of others, this is how £t worke. A paper is chosen
for the keyword (in our cese it wes "Bainbow"). From each
of the seven letters you have to thimk of & school; master;
schalar; old boys' peper or comic cherscter; place namej snd
author. One point is swarded for each effort; thus you can
get 49 points in all. But then comes the elimination. A
member starts to read out his efforts. If for "R" - School
he has given say "Revenscer" (as I did), snd someone else has
given it (Gerry did) you lose that point, so does everyone
else who has given it. Then 8ll hawe checked the one with
most "sole" efforts wins. The ides is, of course, to keep
off the obviocus. It's not much use thinking of "Wymn" or
"fingate" for "W" — Scholar, for insitence. Where we were
concerned the vetersns hed the sdventege and I mansged to com
out top by beating Hemxry Stebles by 2 short head. Prepare
another one, Gerry.

The next meeting will be on September 8th. We are looking
forwerd to visits from Tom Hopperton and Don Webster
(Liverpool). It is proposed to link the meeting up with a
visit to the Exhibition 2t the Bradford Public Librery, Darley
Street, earlier in the dey. It is hoped to put on a real
good show.

HERBERT LECKENEBY,
Northern Section Correspondent.

Report of Meeting, Midland Section, OLD BOYS'
BOOK CLUB, July 23, 1951, at Room 7, Birminghem
Internstions]l Centre.

About twenty were present who thoroughly enjoyed the
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short telk given by our Tressurer, the Rev. Mp, Pound, on 0ld
Boys' Books. It was soon evident that he is certainly some-
thing of en suthority on these 0ld Papers, and I venture to
say thet he is Greyfriars oy through and through. 4 noteble
feature ebout the Rev. Pound is his "Hemilton" method of
serving up historical fects snd clever wit on one plets. Some
of the interesting things he recalled were: The mean,gresping
neture of the Billy Bunter of eerly years as compared with
the fatuously selfish but likeeble fet porpoise of today. The
exceptionelly herd spiteful nasture of the Bounder in the
Magnets of early yeaers, almost complctely-lacking the meny
points of sterling quelity that Frenk Richerds in latter times
infused into his writings of this now reslly admirsble Remov—
ite. ifter Mr. Pound's talk, Mr, Parsons came forwerd to
point out that the first Club Circuler which had been compiled
by our Cheirmen, though of an excellent content, had neverthed
less en interesting error. As no one else seemed to spot it
Mr. Persons explained that Bob Cherry's famous grecting is
Hello Hpllo, not Hello Hello. Bleck mark, Mr. Corbett!
An excellent quiz was sent in by Mr. V. Smith, and Mr.Gregory
scored 9% out of a possible 10, and deserved the prize of three
"Gems". Mrs. Brown saved the day for the ladies of the Club
by finishing a good second with 73. ind so e nice clean copy
pf The Mesgnet for this erdent supporter. The Treasurer's
stetement disclosed that our finences are sound, but, we're
not ceshing eny postal-orders, however positively you mey be
expecting them. One of our keenest members, Mr. Fletcher,
leaves us now to train for the teaching profession. Good luck,
Chum, and we will note your desire to be kept informed of our
asctivities. You will hesr regulerly from us.

Meeting closed at 9-30 p.m.
P. L. MELLOR,
Secretary.

THE NELSON LEE COLUMN
All commmicetions to Robert Blythe,
46 Cerleton Road, Hollowsy, London, N.7.

Collecting Nelson Lee's =nd Hegnets hes been & hobhy
which hes given me much pleasure for s good many years, and
since the advent of the Story Paper Collector snd the C.D.
that pleasure has been increased tenfold.

It hes been of great interest to me to read the viewpoint
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of fellow hobbyists concerning other, znd perhaps lesser immm
pepers. Sometimes, because of what hae been written, I have
been persuasded to read these papers for myself, end doubtless
that hes been your experience, which, of course, is just as
it should be. To promote a friendly interest in £11 boys!
pepers is the whole object of the S.P.C. and the C.D. It is
one of the fundamental principles upon which the London club
has been built. It is the policy of the Leeds club, end,

I hope, that of Birminghem too.

It wes with & greet shock and mounting indignatien,.
therefore, that I read an erticle by Roger Jenkins in the
July S.P.C. which I consider to be the most scurrilous attack
upon Edwy Seerles Brooks and the Nelson Lee (or eny other
author end boys' paper for that mstter) that I heve ever had
the misfortune to read.

Most of you, I think,receive the S.P.C. so you will Icncrw
why I'm getting all hot under the collar. Those of you who
don't, and haven't a clue as to what I'm talking sbout, will
have to forgive me, but I feel so strongly sbout it thet I'm
golng to devote all our space this month o answering the
author's stetements.

Incidentally, Bill Gender has given me permissian to
write here instead of the S.P.(. &8 he agrees with me that an
enswer and refutation should appeer as soon es possible.

It would be eesy for me to sit back and say, "Why should
Nelson Lee supporters bother their heeds sbout such 2 ridicu~
lous tirade? We know thet the St.Frenks stories sre emongst
the finest ever written for boys, and they ere worthy of our
support. In eny cese, no-one will tske any notice, and the
Nelson Lee will remein just es popudar, despite what Rogex
says."

Unfortunately, in this imperfect world, it doesn't work
out like that. One could write till »ne's blue in the face
commending & certein subject, snd unless the reeder is already
in sgreement, meke little headwsy. But let en srticle, like
the one I'm talkdng sbout, be written, snd the ides is im-
planted in the mind of the resder (especielly if the reader
has never read a St.Franks story) that a1l the wtories thet
appeared in the Nelson Lee were pure tripe and not even worth
locking et. Furthermore, anyone who READ them, and with
enjoymentl, were purs ignoremuses incspeble of reelising that
they were westing their time.




-260-

It may surprise Roger to learn, if he cares to go throu;h
the "Who's Who", thet there ere over 60 collectors of the
Nelson Lee. Are we then #ll to be classed es simple-
minded beceuss we like reeding the St.Franks stories? Of
course, the whole idea is ebsurd.

During the pest few years, there have been several
sttecks on the Nelson Lee. I wonder why? One chap who
hed some scething remsrks to mske, efterwerds told me thet
he had never even reed a St.Fronks story! Well, I esk you!
If Roger has ever reed eny, it wes only to find fesult, for,
beceuse of what he seys, I cen hardly imegine that he had
resd eny with the purpose of enjoying them.

- And now, beceuse he has mede such sweeping statements,
I feel thaet the only proper wey to desl with his erticle is
to6 enswer it section by section, giving chapter end verse,
ed it were.

In the very first psragreph we find Roger getting him-
self into & happy freme of mind by proving, to himself at
lesst, thet es the Hemilton stories in the Schoolboys' Own
Librery held the field precticelly undisputed until 1936,
therefore they were the most populer. TWell, so whet? I
don't know sbout then, but the Greyfriars stories.to-dsy eref
‘more populer then those of St.Franks end only a fool would

-‘dispute it. But why bother to mention it? After o11, it'p
supposed to be en article about the demerits of the Nelson
" Iee, not sbout the merite of the Megnet, etc. The whole
idee, of course, was simply to enlist the sympathies of
Bemilton fens from the very start by seying in effect -
we 811 think thet the Hemilton stories were more populsr,
therefore that proves what I'm about to say.

In eny cese, does he not know thet most of the A.P.
papers were divided into "cemps"? The Megnet, Gem, Boys'

| Friend Weekly ctc. were one, the Nclson Lee, Boys! Reslm,
Nugget etc. were another, and so on. Also we have keen tolg
thet there was plenty of rivelry between the various editors|
in those dsys. The 5,0.L., until the demise of the N.L.
wes definitely within the orbit of $he Megnet group, so it
is not surprising thet the majority of the stories were by
‘Hemilton. Then the N.L. wes merged with the Gem, then it
too ceme within the Magnet group, end so found & plece in
the S.0.L. end thet, I mey edd, only because of the demand.
Cen yoil imegine the A.P. spending money in printing books
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for which they felt thoere wes no mnrket? Then egein, hes hdg
forgotten the Monster Librery, (which was in the Nelson Lee
group) the biggest end most ambitious scheme in the whole
reelm of boys' periodicals? Would the A.P. have published
them if the St.Franks stories were not popular?

However, I'm digressing, so let's look et the next pere-
greph. Here he saye (concerning the 45 St.Franks ysrns pub-
lished efter 1936), "They were a sorry lot ... with one or
‘two exceptions sll detective stories end s grest desl of the
ection took place in imaginary foreign countries—"

We'll ignore the crack sbout "sorry lot" end deal with
the latter statement. I have gone to the trouble of cheok:l.nq
all those 45 S.0.L's and here's the result. Bearing in mind
that the Nelson Lee series were split up into 2 or 3 S5.0.L's
we find that there were no purely detective stories and that
there were only three with the action taking place in ficti-
tious foreign countries (there were only five in the whole
19 yeers of the N.L's ax_'l.steml.). For the rest we have six
school stories with'a detective element, two barrings-out,
five school stories pure and simple, end three quite normal
adventures.

It's quite obvious from this that Roger hes never read
any of these, otherwise he wauldn't have mede such rash state-
ments which cen be essily disproved. He concludes this pare-
greph with the words, "Neither the supporters nor the oppon-
ents of St.Franks set much store by them end so we need con-
sider them no further." I feel somehow thet that sentence
calls for some pithy comment, but to tell the truth I'm stillf
so stunned by his cool assumption of arbiter of our likes and
dislikes that I'm speechless — or almost!

it this point I find that I'm over-running my sps&ce, SO
regretfully I shall have to leeve & lot unsaid that should be
seid, and confine myself to the main points.

On page 230 he seys, "It has often been essserted that
Edwy Searles Brooks created only one reel character, and thaﬁ
wes Hendforth minor."  Shedes of Edward Oswald Hendforth,
Lrchie Glenthorne, William Nspoleon Brown, Reggie Pitt,
Timothy Tucker, Lord Dorricmore end Umlos, to name only @
fewl What & ridiculous statement to m=ke, &nd how cleerly
it shows Roger'!s lack of knowledge of the St.Frenks stories!
Isn't it 2 pity thet Mr.Brooks didn't reelise this et the
time? Look how much trouble snd energy he could have seved
| h! nself =nd how dull the stories would heve been. It wes hisg
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gift of characterisstion, in fact, thet mede so meny of the
stories outstending, but Roger would not heve you know that.
4is e matter of fact, I ssked him et the last meeting,who
were the people represented by the words, "it hes often been
psserted". He said that he couldn't remember off-hend but
there were severel. Upon being pressed, he mentioned the
neme of one person presenht, seid person immedistely dended
having soid snything of the sort. Roger also mentioned
enother chep who hed seid so in & letter. I later spoke to
him on the 'phone and received enother deniel. Both of them,
I mey edd, would not have hesitated to sgree, had they actuslly
peid so. I can only essume from this thet Roger hed mis—
understood their remerks.

His erticle is liberelly sprinkled with such phreses as:t
mpever better then everege", "writing is neive", "plot spas-
modic", "tortuoms", "defects in charscterisetion ——pelinfully
obvious", "nausestingly reminiscent of 'Eric - or Little by
1itsle'™, "bereft of idees (11!1), "dielogue wes wwesl",
"hopelessly bungled" (referring to ccrtain sceres), "reactions
urmeturel end completely felse", "highly ertificlel", ete.etfc
(What @ juicy collention of edjec iiwveal) everyone of which
demends en erticle in itself.

I wonder if I were to say theb my opiniun of Mir.Brooks?
writinge w5t the exeot opposite in every cese to thal of Rogers
1 would ba c¢:oused of es much bies in fevour of the Nelson lee
pa he shows sgeanai?  Probeblyt Bat in 211 feirneca, I FIEQ'.,;
read then yo o enG i you wead them with en open mind T |
focl certein that you will egree more with my wviews than wibhl|
Roger's. A word of werning, though. Do not, for e stert,
read eny leter then 1929. Not, let me hasten to edd, beceuse
they sre not worth resding, but beceuse from thet time onwerds,
in Mr.Brooks' own words, he "felt he wes flogging » deed horse"
end the stories were not of the excellent standerd thet had |
prevailed until this time. For the reeson, ¢nd to answer the
finel peregreph in Roger's screed, I cen only refer you back
to C.D. No.35, pages 313-314, where I have gone into the
metter in some deteil.

Finelly, let me sey this. This erticle hes not been
written eg en attack on Roger himself (28 = matter of fact we
get on quite well together, end have had meny friendly argu-
ments) .

Ietter Box held over until next month due to
lack of space. H.L.
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T have been varticularly plecsed to welcome a very )
keon Sexton Blake erthusiast to the headquarters of Blakiana-
since my last chat. Yes, our good friend Bill Colecombe 1
came elong from Southend and wve had a most enjoyable week
togethers. Needless to say we vent through piles and piles
of old U.J's end S.B.L's and as usual vhen any of us have
the urge to explore the papes of the past, we discovered
some surprising nnd some smusing things all of vhich will
everntunlly be explained in theso pagess =ill hopes to
write a history of the 2nd series SeBelL. one of these fine
days and his visit hore holpod hinm toimrds this goal, for
he spent hours ond hours going through my collection ond
mennped to discover things vhich surprised us boths 3ut
it IS good to bte able tc mect other 3lake enthusiasts as
T have said before and this time I mameged to record one
or tvo of our littlc chats on my magnotic tape recorder
and the result -rill bo a pérmananmt ploasure for mo. Bofore
sterting on this chat I playocd onc of than through and it
scemod os though 3ill were still in the room. One of the |
mein things discussed vhile Bill wus here was tho pessible I
forietion of a bi-oniual Convention at +hich Bl:oke fans
could discuss various aspects of the hobby and of Blzalke in -
genorale Our good friend liorry lomer of Hoothfield, 3ill
and I think thot it would bo a very good idec. Vo feoel
thet Sexton Blake is being neglected. With all due respcd
+0 the 0.Ba3.C wo fool that a lot more time could be spert
discussing tho many and varied chnrocters, auwthors and yarag
~hich hcve boen, as I said, somevhat neglectode It vould
not be fair to the Hamilton or HeL.L. groups to ingist on
a regulax Blake session and although we have no intention
thet Blake fans should brenk awmy from the 0.B.B4Ce w70 foeol
that a sencrate "gobt together" of Blakians once or tidco o
year vould prove to be both imterosting nnd informative.
0f coursc it vould be impossible for ALL Blake fans to be
«ble to sttond such a Convention as we have in mind, but if
thero is only a nuclous prosemt o can still moke the ofiai-
something vhich 1ill bo of benefit to cveryono intorested
in tho chiracter. lloro are the mwin detoils as far as we
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same hem able * sormile it :"t prcsant;._

32'!. ‘%g ES:%:%“icf‘f—? %‘:ig?:nau‘ir'g::?,bg?go’s};g%iu in the spriag
ond autum of oach years

3, Vonue to vary and to bo arronged by mutual cgroament.

4, Tho objects of the Gonvontion nro to further the rescarch
into Bloko mattor and inereasc the intercst in 3lake
among C.D. roaderss Tc discuss and allocate fiolds of
study to tho members of tho Convention, tho results to bd
studied at o futwro meoting and published in tho C,De if
dosireds

5. The Convention to remain iithin tho framowork of the 0ld
Boys Book Club.

3

Harey Homer, Bill Colcombe ond myself arc very keon
on the preposals but -vc vant to kio's vhet YOU think ond 12
YOU are willing or oblec te take part, Your views aond your
guggestions vill bo most weleomo, so lcasc urite and lot
mo know a5 S00n as you cafls

T have beforc me a letter from ire Ae o Sykes of
378, Liverpeol Road, Southport, Lanes. Ho says:-

“In tho inmtorcsts of accurzey and as o loywl ilorthcney
I must protost agninst a statoment by Waltor 'Tebb in his
article,; "Soxton Blako in the Edwmrdicn blra" eppearing in
the currcnt issuc of the CeDe  This is to tho offoct that
tho noe "Lomox" suggoests that its ovnoer had fexican bland
in his veinsa "Lomax" is a Loneashiro naio of local orici
dorivod from o small spot caldd Lomax in tho parish of
Dury. Thon surnarics coxzo to bo used o nntive of this plac
vhoss Christian namo wes say ificholas, weould be eallod
llicholas of Lomax and this becamo lakor Hicholas Lonaxe in
altcrnativo form of tho nono is Lomase  These surnmuo; are
quite cormion in Lancashire, bt are now to be found in mrw
prrts of tho countrys The well-known churactor actor of
stago and seroon lire Horbort Lomns, hails from Lenecshire.

fnd from Derek Tord of 42, Wost Tond & sfi
B i ] 0! t, Ilneclosfiold
"lloting youwr par on ~Lady lolly" T thought i
liko to road about tho lady in quostion so I i sgﬁig;g;ju
+Th° book, you cun let mo have it brek ot yowr loisuro. Lito
lire Derwin T havo groatly aporocistoed iire obd's rovesling
articlos on the S«3, cuthors = ho nust have o :m:l.ondicf
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colloction to refor to end I am suro he nust bo "insido" at
the A.P. - perhaps you or he ill let us know moro zbout
HIk? I wondor if you onv in "Answers" the othor week, tho
opening lincs to Lavrenco ileynoll's short story "Bonefit
of tho Doubt" - thoy wero:- "Call no John Drumnond, which
is fols0eccensasa'e Tt a coincidoncol

This nonth our star vritor Walter Tobb has o brickbat
and o bouquets I wuld welcono his roply in ansver to the
brickbat but vould bo extromely plocsod if he would let us
havo an article about hinsvlf cnd his colloection. Howv
about it Volter? H

T haven't rocoivoed any crticles or foaturcs for tho
1951 Aninwual yot, Como olong Blake cnthusicsts, please hclp
ro owbs And don't forget I vamt notarial for the CuDe
+00e The position is pgetting very sorious as a natier of
facte. I have beon promised a fov articles for a waiy long |
+hilec but they have not come aleng ond I do need thaa in |
ordcr to irtroduce a little variicty into the pages of our |
soction, ¢
Choerio for nows {

. liourico Bonde

ALl corrogpondenco tos-  H, iie 3ond, 10 Lrv Wen, Rhiuvbina,
Cordilf, South Valcs,

Tiote: I offer riy sincorc apologics to all those fricnds
vho hiwe writtom to mo during the last nonth end to vhonm I
have not yot ropliod. I havo been so ovorvhelmed 1ith twork
that I hove not beon able to got dowm to all ny cerrospondert:
but wAll bo triting thom in due courses

FADTED!! 1ot end 2nd series SeBsL. Please state nunborsg
available togother vith price and genoral conditione

To the cddross abovos
i e e i Tl il o e e R R T e Rl B e el e
HAS ANYOIER iialAGED TO @M A COPY OF TILI SEXTON
BLAITE CGRUGIOPHOID RiCORD IS3ULD PRE IAR??7




266

(SEXTON BLAc: Tl TiL: D TRDLAI BlAe)

by ‘alter Tobbe

opter 00 :
X yoars later Haniltcn Edwrds vms to republish

linxwell's first Blake story in the "Noy's Horald", but
with a difforonce both in title ond prineciple charpcteors.
soxton Bloke and Tinkor bocemo licheaol Heerne and Flip,
and tho title vas alorod to '"Hichecl Hezmo, Doetocyive"
or '"The iiissing Heirloon™s This ron as a serial covering
o poriod of 6 wocks, and as soon os it onded Heordilton
Larords followed it up with 'fidehocl leamc's Doutdo™,
This also vas a roproduction of ono of Blake's carlier
pdventures 1ith o charge of titlo and principal cherpctors
boings in fact, Herbort linxwoll'g sceond story of the Baka’
Stroct dotoctivo, published in the U.ds (. 71) undor the
titlo of "The Ciuo of Thrce"s It would scam that Edverds
hold jfaxvell in high estoen as a dotectivo story vritor,
for he publishod threo other storics st lemst in wrinl
forn by hir. Theso did not run in tho "Herzld" but in
who Boy's Friond" and wore ontitled as follows:ia

() "Sexton Iliko in tho Reilwy™ (b) "Tho Schoolmnstor
dotoetivo® end (c¢) "Sexton Blake in Ancrica',

M. ilurray Graydon was the third author to be intro-
ducod by the now cditor to the now Blaoke sborics, though
undor tho psoudonyn of JArnold Dewvise It tms oxplained to
no fron Flectimy Houso sonc $ine ogo that it vas no uncorrion)
thing in thoso carly days for nmore thon one author to
vrito under tho scno psoudonyn, or rathor wunder the sane
pen nmo; honee the renson vhy Arnold Dovis ims Aloe G
Poarson ono wook and covoring the identity of lurray
Greydon the noxte I subnit, howovor, that it vould be
roro accurate to say thot more thon one mthor had his work
pu‘blis}wfi under tl sane non-de-pluno, vhother ho likoed
it or notl Hovover, the policy of giving any sort of
guthors' nano to tho Blake % orios wms soon discarded and
o systan of anonynity odopteds Thoro wore ono or o
isoloted instoneos vhon a fovourito vritor's noane wms dise
closedy nsy for instance, vhon Poul Nerring ms nomtionod
as tho author of "Tho Fishorian Dotoeyive® (llo, 141) but
follcwing this; and for the next twonty five yeors, the
-~olicy of striect rmonymity vas faithfully pursued,




Tho thome of the aforementionod story s gna of doop sea
diving, wnd Lditor Back gavo his reodors the intcrosting
informetion thot tho muthor hinself hod dono some deen sea
diving hirzself in his younger dogyse Z

Tho nov Editor, dctermined to press on vith the now
sorios ond noke Mleko o pomanent fonture of his paper,
decided on a prograrro of storios wloreby rei.dors of all cgok
and of all kinds of litorary tastc should be coterod for
coeh weok, tho rosult boing th:t somo of the nost pooular
boys® nuthors of tho day wore enlistod in tho Blake ;‘anks,
vhilst others, like Coeil Hotter, -ho hod, hitherto, chiofly
contributed to the cdult papors, were also aslkod for nstorin,

This, under the clock of nionynity, o had storics from
ifonry St. Jolm, “ho scawd to bo uble to but his hond to any
sort of tole, vhother it be schosl, short, : dventure or
roinco; xrell Seotd, a grand riter, in tho top flifht of
boys luterature; Coeil lloyter, clone frfond of tho late Cud.
Cutcliffo Ilyne, ond lilo the latter a ruch travelled nan, an
a rattling good story tcller te boot; Arthu Se Hordy, one
of tho best, if not THE best of n1l sports writers, cqually
ot hone with footbell, ericketm golf, billiords, sviving,
ote; iork Durran, o quitc enpable detecitive-adventure story
~riter vho, liko "M lurray Groydon, lotor tended to
speciclico on Bloke; Sidney Drew, crontor of Ferrers Lord,
nd o speeinlist in humorous school yrms; Stanhono Srrige,
Jho “roto several vory good storics in soricl form for the
wors; but left tho stoff after only o bricf. stay;
soveril othors “rero coriisaicnod by A2
5 the no-—r fanmous charoctor cnd prosent
“ddening a vorioty of style, subjcet, cnd treotnart as
possiblo a weckly budgot of Sexton Blake storics os were
nest 1ikely to apvecl to the ngjority of his ro.dorse lHor
s Williocnm 3cck ovorsc to publishing the work of a ouan
~ritor on oceasion, sotting on oximploc to the oditor of
"Pluck™ in this respoctes '"Pluck's" l.ody iriter vms Flarcneo
Ste licrsy ~ho wrotoe nt loast onc sorinl for tho U.Je ond it
has beon said thot she vms the daugitor of the author -ho
-roto undor the psoudonyn: of Fenton Ashe If Florcnco Ste
inrs wroto any Soxton Bloke storics thon thero wore tivo lady
writors of tha fomous dotoetive's exploits and not onc as
hitherte suspccteds

Just ovoer a yooroge I vms in corrcspondonce with o
gentleonon ~ho had hire olf writtan a for Soxton 3luoke's in

conie
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tho ocarly doys, ond knov Milliwn Bock quitc welle le roxpbarel
the oditor tolling hin the idmmtity of tho lady vho 'roto spHe
of the Blako tnlos, but whether she vms Miax Harilton" or n?t, is
doubtful in viow of the faet that tho lottor and T.G, Do-rling-
licitland have beon judgoed to have beon one and the samo individuid
Dovling=ii-itlond wms cortainly of the nalc-spceios and \'.ns,'like
stanhopo Spriggs en cgent for other writers; obvicusly, theroefora,
thero can be no connections

An interosting fuct in regord to this lady writer is 4hat
sho is still zlive mnd ill soon bo ontoring into her oightio"t.h
yecrl  She is rocogised prinarily as a succossful playwright
rithor than o fiction story writer, and enco cpain I have t
roeord tho foct of o Blako writor with stage e:qp;ricnm;, fox cnrl,
in hor carcer the lady faced the footlighte. She is Cigol i
Hemiltonm, and in vicw of tho idmmtical surncno she pucsibly used
the Chistion name of nx to conecal hor sex,  Zorn in London in
th o year 1872 shc eoixionced hor srofcusionnl e rcer ns o jour c,l. st
Letery going on the stoge, she spomt toclve yn'\-rs ‘Jo't. :n'] L:t-l 5
;nagﬁ-eo lonee journclismy hor first play ’ncin;; proﬂug:d 1%] ing
Brigton in 1906, ond lotor ot Tynchan's Thor e
gopeered in verious nogezincs m’f‘tﬂp w?ogiig{’;{jr;d mcf'(mn;' +
her stogo ond literory work she wns also o gac’arl sncn,':c;, : ;zl: ¢
lecturos, howover, vere mostly confined + ining i i
lest book of noto, "Lanent fo}; Dc:_-ocr:w_cy"0-,:f?;ﬁ;;?;gzlzz.lLégcr
cnd her lotost play "Tho Princess of Pundoonia®, s comod h
(first i mr shoge isdw srosent Hon ot {ﬁcuy
Dirminghen Nepertory Theotre dwring its Soring scoson of dp
-hish opens on iinreh 6th, ’ N orme

Cheptor Fowr vill sppoar noxt tionth,

STOP PRESS:

Received by Air Mail a copy of "New Zealand
Listener", containing full page write-up on our
activities, with extracts from articles by Harry
Homer, Charlie Wright, ete., alaso front page
faceimilies of old boys books and C,D's.

Details next month.




