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93 Hillside, Stonebridge Park, N,i.10,

FOR SATE:

Boys Friend Libraries, lst Series; "Boy Without a
Neme", "Through Thick & Thin", "Rivals & Chume",
all by Frank Richards.. .. . e

12 §.B.Idbs. 1915-20 .. .. e W

44 B.F.Ls., 1906-20.. .. .o wh = i s

A1l the above by F.Richards, Maxwell Scott, Cecil
Hayter, Hardy, Graydon, Goodwin, North, Drew
Armitage Wray, Enton Ash .. =

20 Buffalo Bill Iibraries, 1918-20. = Vi W
200 Originel Penny Populars, 1912-16 .. wiw ..
300 Populars, 1919-31 .. %5 i o g T
15 Permny Green Gems, 1908-16.. s s - ..
15 Aldine Bloods, 1902 Publications i o &

20 Comies, 1905-15.. . - v - - sie
Number 1 Sexton Blake Lib. "The Yellow Tiger" ..
Jonder Iibraries, Nos. 5 and 6 .. .. .. ..
Pink Union Jacks, all Christmas numbers containing

58-64 Pages. Nos.84, 425, 217,269,584, 633, 616,

555, 599, 476, 191, 165 .. . &% "
40 copies Boys Realm, 1909-10. .. .e .- .e
30 copies Boys Herald, 1909-10 .. 9% i -
200 copies Boys Realm, 1918-23 - o . P
First 3 volumes Hogarths. "Thc Blue Dwarf" .. -
1 Volume Broad Arrow Jack. 1 Vol.Dark Decde of ol

London. . . .o . . aie .e

7 Vols. “The Scout, 1925-31 .. -h Vs e e
200 consccutive Triumphs from 1933. via e s
200 consecutive Skippoers, from 1933 5% e &%
200 Boys of England 1863, Boys Own Papor, ctc. ..
Bound Vol. London Socicty, 1863 .. ia W e

30 Champions, 1922-3 .. .. .. e cme A
40 Greyfriars Horalds, 1919-22 = Wi i i
40 Sports Budgets, 1935-6 .. .. .. .. e
20 Hotspurs, 1945 .. S i % Ve i e
200 Modern Boys, 1933-39. s e .. e i
200 copics of the Rangcer, 1931-33.. Wi - i
40 St. Franks, S. 0. Librarics .o ‘e .

20 Schoolgirls Own Librarics.. .o .
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Editor, liiscelleneous Section,
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchange, F
¢/o Centrsl Registry, Northern Command, York.

FROM THE EDITCR'S CHAIR

Sunny Days in the South: Esch yesr on my return from my
Tondon holidey I eay with e sigh, "It can never hsppen sgein
But it does. Tt certainly has this year - and then some. -
Esch succeeding yesr I have to steel enother dey. This ye
1 would fein have taken three or four, if duty hadn't celled
How to give an sdequate account of my travels, the thrills, |
the surprises, the wonderful kindness and hospitality extend
to me by "The Brotherhood of Heppy Hours" in the space avail
able is e problem. However, by recklessly sdding four page
so thet I shall not encroech too much on other matters, I
be eble to give some idea of a wonderful time.

On my arrivel at Kings Crose, Len Packmen and Charlie
Wright, that feithful peir, took me to lunch end then on to
the offices of Mendeville Publicetions where in an enjoyable
hour I sew something of the good fere to be served up short
for the benefit of Hamiltonians.

Tuesday breskfast time came & terrific surprise, for a
letter from Frank Richards, sddressed to Ben Whiter, wes pls
before me in 8 state of glee by his brother Bob. At the ris
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Lof being considered swell-headed T111 quote pert - I
"1 shaell be very pleased to see Herbert, and Sob 400. if
Bob is his fellow traveller to these remote regions., It
is not only bscsuse I .en busy that I have to cut out
visite as 2 rule, but also because the Oldest Inhsbitant
tires very eesily in these letter deys. Put @ special
occasion is a special occesion, and the editor of the
C.D. 1s extra speciel. As it heppily happens on Wednesdgy
efternoon Frank Richards will be free from the claims of
Billy Bunter end Tom Merry, so if Herbert will flost in
gbout four o'clock all will be celm and bright."

Well, if that didn't essure & happy holidey, I don't know
whet would. Tt hed been planned s1l unknown to me by Ben
Thiter. That's just typicel of the spirit of these London

. |fellows. And guite apart from my own setisfaction, I knew
what it meent to Bob Whiter. For yesrs he had dreamt of

. |such an occesion, therefore, if I hed done & little to make
#|his dreem come true, I wes very happy too.

This unexpected treat mesnt & resrrengement of programnd
Len had srrenged for me, which hed included e visit to
L 4r . Cherles Skilton's, but I felt sure that those I had to
let down would understand, for such en opportunity might
never come cgein.  And thore was enother pleesent episode oy
Tucsday, an afternoon well spent st the home of John Shew.

We were able to kill two birds with one stone on thet
euspicious Tednesdey, for st Margete we hed e delizhtful hous
looking over Norton Price's fine collection of Roys' Friend
and Sexton Bleke Libreries. How I envied thet "den" of his!

Prompt at four we were et the home of Frank Richerds.
Followed two hours which sped like a flash. For o good deal
of the time I sat and watched the light in Bob Thiter's eyes
Eut the story of whet heppened during those two hours will bd
told in = speciel article next month.

Thursday, the 13th, wes 2 day of contrests, yet another
entrencing dey. Instesd of the quiet room of Frenk Richardd
within sound of the ses, the morning wes spent st the Sherlodk
Holmes Exhibition (e grest show this) snd the afternoon midst
the bustle of London Airport. Here, thenks to Ray Trown,
of the Customs, end steunch Megnetite, fwhom I was moeting
for the first time) Bob Thiter snd I were shown over planes
Jjust in from Singspore, and sbout to denert for Copenhegens
through mumerous offices, fimishing up with tee., Yes, another
1thrilling dey.
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Fridey £ound me st Southend, there to be met by 2ill
Colcombe with whom I had corresponded for yesrs, but was £15
meeting for the first time. t7ig difficult to describe the
reception he and his hospitsble mother geve me. Of a truth,
gs I dwell on these events, & catch comes to my throst.

setuiday, a lunch time chat with Charles Vennimore, then,
thanks to Harry Homer sgein, the Test Stand of the Arsenel
ground, sitting in the very seet I occupied last yeer, my
only regret that Rex end iirs. Dolphin were not in those ed-
joining ss they were then, snd thet I hed not the pleasure of]
seeing Herry's jovizl features snd thenking him face to face.

After the match, out to the familiar room et Greenwich
were Cherlie and Olive Wright made one feel oh so muck et hote
with Len and Ben there too followed snother happy evening.

Sunday September 16th down to Brighton for the 0.3,2.C.
meeting, on & lovely dey mnear 30 of us to the home of the
pringeend princess of enterteiners, John eznd Kay Robyns, or
the "Robbies" es they ere usuelly known. But IT11 loave it
to Secrctary Ben to tell ycu whet happened there. I'11 jus%
segy "Stupendous".

Mondey, the 17th, lunch st Liverpcol Street with Jinemy
Stewart Hunter osnd Eric Lendy. 3 p.m. found me in Arthur
Richerdecn's rocm ot the Minmistry of Civil Aviation. Here,
exectly ac last yesr, the time passed so quickly that I only |
kept my eppointment with Roger Jenkins, Merble frch, -t 8iX,
by the skin of my teeth. Tea, welk end telk — Fyde Perk,
Green Perk, Piceadilly, the plessure of which was edded to
when he hended over one of his inimitable articles for the
fnmuel, this time on Harry Therton. |

Next evening pessed heppily at Bob Elyth's. Each timuJ
I visit Bob T havé tc sdmire the wey he hes his record colleq-
tion of Nelson Lees arrunged, the only completeone in exis-
tence. DBoxed in tens, end immeculately labelled, they fre
en impressive sight.

Neering the end, Viednesdey evening & little gothering
ot Wood Green in the femous room with inmumersble rozinders
of the Megnet looking down from the wells. ]

Thursdey, the 20th, out to Surbiton, where, at the
Modern School my. London sdventures sterted just thres yecars
8g0. Now two hours chat with Eric Fayne meking e grend
finzle to my fourth tour down south.

Fridey — homewerd bound, the ever atteondent Ien,
needless to sey, seeing me off. And, as I looked out on
the lest of the London suburbs I hed only one regret — thet
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;._t»gas the end and not the begimming =md thet the wheels
were not turning the other wey.

2y —im A
Other Surprises: In the weeks jmst prior to my holidsy I
hed many welcome visitors to my office, most of them quite
unexpected. First Wilfred Darwim; them Frark Cese, Ken

es, and biggest surprise of =11, “thesler Dryden, from
far-off Hollywood. Finally Dom Webster, for = memorsble
week-end. How I love these episedes. May there be many
more.::

Phere wes en ermusing incident in comnection with Ken
Humphrdes' visit. Te went to 2 show in the ewening snd I'1}
be hapged if the comedien didn't go =nd work = gag about
Billy Bunter! I cen still see the smile on the face of Kenl

—0—0—0~0—

The Anrmal:  Vhen the complimenmts flowed in efter the pro-
duction of last yeer's I said to myself, ™Gramd! Problem
will be, however, how to keep it wp.™ But homestly, I'm
beginning to think we shall do it agein this yesr, for whilst
in Iondon I sew end heard much to justify my confidence.
There's just one regretable note, for all who ¥now him will
be sorry to hear that John Medcreft hes had to go into
hospitel owing to heert trouble. It meens he will be unsablg
to do his usuvel erticle on Victorizm pspers. .4 resl loss,
but Jimmy Stewert Hunter has kindly =greed to step into the
breach. Meanwhile, I'm sure #11 will wish John » speedy |
return to health. i

I'11 leeve further news ebomt the Armmasl until next
month, for if I don't stop here =11 this momth's C.D. looks
like being hogged by

Yours simcerely,
WEABERT TACKEMNEY .

FOR S_LE, "Populers", "Union-Jecks", "Nelson-Lees", "Green
Boys' Friends", "Boys' Reelm", "B.O.P.", "Bumter Books",
"Tom Merry ', etc. S.A.E. for lisi, state reguirements.
G. R. adsley, 17 ibergerw Rozd, Brymmewyn, Bridgemnd, Glem.

FOR SAlE: "Union Jecks"., Verioms nurbers from 699 to 1244.)
Unbroken series 1246 to 1531. Ilso Detestiwe Teekly
Number 1 to 107. Offers. F. Bourme, 12 Greemstead Road,
Mosely, Birminghem.
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THE iEdl 'ZHO "/ROTE FOR BOYS
No.2 — Henry St.John
By Herbert Leckenby

Henry St.John (born Nov. 3, 1869, died Nov. 1926) was
another of Hamilton Edwerds' white-hesded boys. So fer ss
periodicals were concerned, I believe he wrote solely for thg
Harmsworth, afterwards imalgemsted Press paopers, but under
his rezl name, Henry St.John Covper, he had meny stories pub-
lished in book form, some of which cen still be found in the
libreries., He wes brother, or maybe half-brother, to
Gledys Cooper, leading sctress femous in her dszy for her
besuty as Betty Greble for s different pert of her anstomy
in these.

In his esrly deys Henry St.John somctimes wrote es
Lieut. Psul Lefevre, whether ermy or navel rank wes never
stated. T don't think he ever wore the uniform of either

(euthors were often fond of adopting titles in those deys not
alweys es modest ones e licutenent), but there's no doubt hd

gould write rattl erns of the King's Neveg, in foct, in
my 0pi:{<lm he wasig% Kis best when sggemployed: His f;.rat

serial in the 4d. Boys' Friend, in 1896, was "4 Middy of
Nelson's Day" followed by "In the Days of Dashing Drake".
Otners were "In the Service of the King" esrly on in the 1d.
{ Boys' Friend", one of the best of that psper's hundreds of
serials. "ifloat with Nelson" (Boys' Hersld), "In N:lson's
Dny")(Boys' Realm) and "The Scourge of the Seas" (4d. Union
Jack). :
Hemilton Edwsrds placed Henry St.John "top of the bill"
as his school story suthor. In my opinion there were betten
writers of these; still, he wrote some good ones. One foli
lowed znother in rapid succession; in the later days of the
#d. Boys' Friend. "The Boys of St.Besils", "Bob Redding's
Schooldeys", in the errly steges of the ld. series, "Charlie
Gordon's Schooldays", "Shunned by the School", "Pride of the
School", '"Defence of Denescliffe" =nd "The School Lgeinst Him"
On one occasion, however, thet guixotic editor did & curious
thing. With much boosting he announced & story by 2
brilliant new suthor, Gordon Holme, entitled "Kingswell
College". I ewaited it with no little curiosity. I hadn't
got far into the first instelment before I excleimed, '"Vhy,
it's by Henry St.John! I'1l bet my bottom dollar," or words
to that effect. Long ycers efterwerds, wheon Herry Dowler
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end I met fur the first time, one of the first things he ssid
to me wes "Did you know Gordon Holme wes Wenry St.John?" I
looked et him, grinned end seid, "Why on esrth didn't we meet]
forty yeers sgo?"

Other school stories, toc numerous to mention in full,
flowed from his pen o8 quickly as some people wiite letters.
4 few thought of £t random were "The Seventh House st
St.Basil's" end "True ss o Die" (Boys' Hereld); "The Sheme
of St.Basil's" ond "The Millionsire Schoolboy' (Beys Friend).

Not content with this, Henry St.John set out to show
that he, appsrently, knew as much sbout whet went on in girld'
¥ormitories as he did owout the places where boys indulged
in pillow fights and bullied "cads from the lower clessea".
If you would like to give your ledy friends a laugh +try to
obtain some "Girls' Friends" of sbout 1906 vintsge so that
they can see some of George Getcombe's illustretions to
llzbel St.John's (as Henry was for the nonce) stories such zs
"Polly Green's Schooldeys". They'll shake with mirth st
the spectacle of pig-teiled damsels clad in ankle-length
nightdresses, for girls wore not pyjamss in those days.
Hemilton Edwsrds would not have sllowed t“em to be portreyed
if they hed.

4s "Mabel" he wrote other stories for the girls' papers,|
sometimes with theetricel settings. And thet reminds me of
an incident of my own youth. Ify mother hed a friend, & lady
prominent in church circles, one who disapproved of the
thestre. end even girls' weeklies like the "Girls!' Friend".
One Christmas my mother showed me & book her friend hed giv
her as & present. It was inscribed "Sunny Ducrow' by
Henry St.John Cooper. Thought I, "Thst sound familisr", I
turned the peges, and chuckled, for sure enouzh it was a
one time Mabel St.John “Girls! Friend" serial, but it had
then sppefred under the more enticing title "The Little Girl
in the Revue"! TThet o difference a chenge in dressing mskes.
My mother reised her eycbrows when I gently told her.

However, to return tc Henry the man. He was enother
of those emazingly ptolific, versatile fellows, astute
Hamilton Edwards hed under his bemmer in the days when the
eyes of boys hed cause to glow when they gezed at the book—
stalls. So lesting en impression had the stories on me
thet they come to my mind more quickly then T cen set them
down, Here just s few ss zn example of his versatility.
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"Strongbold the Glediator" (Jester); "Eing of the Road",
s motor recing story in the "Loys' Reelm"; "Herry the Horseo
men", e circus ysarn in the seme pesper; "Up for the King"
(1d. Boys' Friend); "Stend end Deliver" (Jester); "Coptain
of the Guard" (1d. Union Jack); "Scourge of the Sess"
(4d. Union Jack); and "Circus Lsd" (Boys Hereld).

Herking back to school stories, most of you will heve
seen or heard the play "The Guines Pig" in which 2 boy of thg
working cless was sent to a public schcol as en experiment.
The producers seem to think it was a novel ides, something
new. Why, bless my life, the boys' weeklies carried atories
galore on those lines forty, fifty years ago, ond Henry
St.John's "Shunned by the Scheol" in 1902 wes probebly one
of the first. Hz used the idea frequently in after yesrs.

Busy though he was turning out serirls for the boys'
snd girls' weeklies, it must also be recorded that he wes
writing with equal industry stories of "love and intrigue"
for edult papers like "Family Journel" ond "Pemny Pietoriel".
Despite 211 that he found time to breed bulldogsl o five-
dey week for cheps like Henry St.John.

When the Boys' Realm was revived in 1919, he wrote for
it "Henry St.John's Schooldays" in which we find him ¢ fag
at St.Besil's, the school he had been writing sbout for over
twenty yeers, and in which he occesionally mentioned "his
siater llebel".

i He rewcined faithful to his favourite school almost to
the end of his writing cereer, for "The Outcast of St.Basils"
sppeered in the first numbers of "The Chempion" in 1922,
followed quickly by "The Three Mosquitoes", snother school
story in the same paper. .Aifter that I think he passed from
the scene, and died some four years later.

By no meens z perfect stylist, snd if I could have
chosen & public school in which to be educated, it would not
have been one like those portrsyed by Henry St.John, never-
theless, he provided meny happy hours for boys #nd sirls when
the century was young.

Can ANYONE oblige with Gem nmumber 946, please? I will pay
a good price. Jcsephine Packman, 27 Archdale Roed, East
Dulwich, London, S.E.22.

WANTED: "The Pride of the Ring" by Henry T. Johnson.
Published by aldines. Offers to Herold G. Dubb, 40 Perk Roed

Iondon, N.15.
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RESULT OF COLLECTORSY DIGEST VOTING CONTEST. THAT 3.

The THIRD HEZAT, for which there was a wery large entry,
has perhaps proved to be the most interesting of all so fer.
The "Vharton Lodge" Series (C) snd the "Polpelly" Series (%)
ran neck and neck, contimially changing places right up to
the closing dete of the contest. There was, however, never
any doubt as to which item was coming last. With very few
exceptions, readers marked the Xmas at Sea series (F) as the
one they liked least of all.

Here is the final placing of the Series, as determined
by the popular vote of readers:;—
1st. C. Xmas liystery of Tharton Lodge ’(1‘9‘53). 2nd, %. Xmas
at Polpelly (1935).. 3rd. B. Xmes at Mauleverer Towers (1931
4th. A. Xmss at Cavandele Abbey. (1930). 5th. D. Xmas at
Hilton Hsll (1934). 6th. H. Xmas Cigarette Case series (193
'(.rth.6t§. Xmes at Reymham Cestle (1937). 8th. F. Xmas st Ses

1936).

As & result of this hest, the series voted 1st and 2nd
will pass into the Fimals.

The prize-winners sre as follows: -

A postal order for 15/- has been sent to Robert Filson,
100 Broomfield Roed, Glasgow, N. (26 poimts).

A postel order for 5/- has been sent to G. Allison,

7 Summerfield Gardens, Bramley, Leeds. (18 points).

In this entry, competitors suggested series which shall
be included in the 4th and final heat of the contest, snd the
list on the new coupon has been compiled according to these
suggzstions.

One or two readers sugwested such series as "Judge
Jeffries", '"Vally Bunter" and the Redwing-Clavering" stories,
vut, while these were undoubtedly outstending in their dey,
they appeared sbout 35 years ago, and the Editor feels that
their inclusion would mot be fair to readers whose collec—
tions may not include such very old items.

FOR SAIE. Blue Gems (#d. and 1d.) Magnets (#d.) and later;
Greyfriars Heralds (1915) full set, 1-18. . few comics (1916
Also oddments, lonsters, B.F.L's, S.0.L's, Lees, Specimen
copies of meny boys' papers. Ernest i. Hubbard,

58 South view Crescent, Sheffield 7.

D.

B).
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HAMILTONTIA

Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

“hilst in London I hed & 'phone chat with Mr. Charles
Skilton. He geve me the gratifying news thet the "Auto-
biogrephy of Frank Richards" will be published st the end of
this month, or early in November. I know by my post-bag that
this notable event is being esgerly awaited, end I am confident
members of our circle will not be disasppointed when they see
the contents. I had the privelege of reading a few chapters
in mamuscript & few ycars ego, chapters concerning the Gem
end the ifagnet; end I kmow I found them engrossing reading
indeed.

One reesson for the delay in publication hes been diffi-
culty in obtaining copies of early issues of the two papers
for the purpose of reproducing the covers, but some of our
London members have come to the rescue, so s1l's well.

I hsve also had the privilege of a pre-publication look
st this year's "Tom Merry's Own", published for the third
year by Mendeville Publications. It is about the seme size
as last year, and is clad in an attraetive dust Jacket. Pride{

of place goes to_ "The Ghost of St,Jims", es in
le ngth. gglie,htly shorter is "Bad Luck for Bil pggnter“.

Rookwoodites ere not forgotten, for there's "A Bargein in
Bikes" by Owen Conguest. A fourth school story concerns
Carcroft.

In sddition thecre are several interesting articles,
including Ticket-keeping "Down Under" by Godfrey ivans;
"The First Journey to the ifoon" by T. £. Evens, F.R.G.S.;
and "The Tenting Circus Goes Out" by Butch Reynolds.

Finelly, a number of fine photo plates on art paper
depicting F.A. and Rugby Leasgue Cup Winners, Sportsmen of the
Yeer, etc.

Altogether it will well stand comperison with any of the
Annuals on the bookstells this yeer.

It will probsbly be on ssle by the time this is in
print. Price is 9/6d.

Happy Hamiltonians, you are well cestered for. What a
pity thec same cennot be seid for the Blake fans, Leeites,
and those who zre faithful to éther old favourites.

[Fagds00]
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"THAT OTHER TCFE"

By Charles Baker

Note: It should be explained thet the following has nothin
to do with the arrivel of Talbot at St. Jim's, e&s thet
famous series of "The Toff" has elready been covered in the
most eble =#nd masterly wey by lirs. Packmsan, and which all us
old Talbot fens so thoroughly enjoyed resding in the C.D,
lest yesr.

This is sbout that other "Toff" who made his eppesarsnce
but oncc, in Gem No.184, "His Past Ageinst Him" published
the 19th August-1911, nearly three years before Tslbot had
been heerd of, end I have often wondered that even so far
beck as then "ilartin Clifford" wes considering a charecter
on the lines thet "Telbot" wee to sppear in leter; true the
other "Toff" wes not 2 pupil et St.Jim's, but he ceame to
the schocl with the same object as Talbot, to steal the plat

"His Past Ageinst Him" is the sad story of Blane of the|
Skell, it is recorded that he hes been about two yeers st
St.Jim's, end is regerded ns e quiet sterdy chap, but rethe
mysterious; he has no people, and it is revorted by Levison|
thet his school fees ere paid by a certein ¥r. Frayne, s
governor of & reformetory. Levisop the cad of the Fourth
in his ususl wey of course, is very enxious to know more
ebout the matter ond one dey he gets his chence to eccompli
this. ]
Bline is slone in his study, resding = letter which sse
to ceuse him some worry, when Tom Merry enters the room to
ask the resson why Blen{z is not dosn on the cricket ground
for the House match in which he is to pley. Fe surprises
Tom Merry by saying, "How dere you spy on me!" Tom tells hil
not to be silly end get changed into flennels snd come down
to the ground.

A few other fellows come 2long £nd make Blane chenge
end yenk him off, but in the hurry he lceves his letter open
on the study table, #nd of course - Levison enters and recads
this end tekes it swey with him. Blene, down on the cricke
ground, suddenly remembers his letter, anc to the smazement
of Tom Merry & Co., insteed of even trying to meke an essy
catch lets the ball go pest him, end runs as hard es he cen
off the ground, back to the School House ond up to his study

2]

Bh

n
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| to find of course the letter gone, after e lot of sesrching
{ he finally tracks it down to Levison. Blane demsnds it from
| him, but Levison, who admits he has the letter, will not give
1 it up, but hands it over to EKnox the Prefect, who resds it

! aloud to all present, as follows:-— i

] Dear B.— Unless you do as I want, I shall show you i
| up to 8ll St.Jim's. I don't think the Head will be ‘
i likely to sllow you to remain, or sny of the other fellows!
: to spesk to you, if you are sllowed to remein, once your
past is known. I meen business! If you want to come !

to terms, meet me et eight, you know where. If you mean

to kick over the traces look out for squells. !
UToEEYT i

I
|
|
|
| i
g Knox then asks Blane if the letter is his, but Blane |
| denies it, but no one seems to believe him.

| Blane leter meets the writer of the letter, who he

| pddresses as "Toff"; we are told that he is e youth sbout

' & couple of years older than Blane. The Toff demends that

| Blane shall open & window in the School House for him to
enter thet night so thet he can steal the School plate.

| Bjane pleads to be left alone, but the Toff shows no mercy,

nd 2t last Blane egrees to do whe e wishes, but 8 t
| better nature comes out on top, ke pe wiske fheuheﬁ of i

Tom Merry; they inform Mr. Railton end Kildare, and swait
| the arrivel of the Toff. 'hen he mskes his appezrance, they
overpower him, znd he is brought before the Heed. The
ceptured thief then in front of all exposes Blene, by inform-—|
ing them thet they have both been in e reformatory together.
On the Hesd hearing that it is through Blone that the Toff
hes been captured =nd the School plete saved, takes the boy
into his study end heers his ssd story, of how lir: Froyne the
| reformstory governor, seeing good in the lad, hed sent him to
St.Jim's, Dr.Holmes feels compassion for Blane, and
although he cennot allow him to remain st St.Jim's, tells him
he will be his friend and arrenge for him to enter enother
school where he can start a new life. The story ends on
very similar lines to the last scene between Dr. Holmes and
Telbot in the "Perting of the Weys", Gen No. 337.

"His Post Against Him" wes not reprinted, no doubt on
sccount of the similerity of the story to the Telbot series,
end although the "Other Toff" is quite e different kind of
fellow we know Talbot to be, the tele has interest to Talbot
fans znd wes one of the best published in the Gem.
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THE PICK CF THE SERIES. No.lO.

ITHE TRAVEL SERITES.

Though it is possible that most readers preferred storiep
lwhere the chums were located in their respective Schools, the
various Travel series in the Megnet end the Gem undoubtedly
made £ Welcome chenge during holiday periods. IMr.Hamilton
has & great genius for obtaining etmosphere and for writing
in & convincing manner, and, with his amazing knowledge of
the warld in genersl, the reader learned e very grest desl
about the pleces which the cheracters visited.

THE CHINA SERIES

Few will dispute thet the China Series was the very
finest of #11. Published in 1930 (Nos.llTS—uSS) this serigs
wes completely originel. Nothing else like it appesred in
eny of Mr. Hemilton's publications. A reader of those
storica reslly felt that he had been to China vis Port Said,
end he hed leerned & lot on the jowrney. “Tith Ferrers ILockd
teking pert in the unfolding of the thrilling plot, it was
the perfect series.

|THE SOUTH SE-S

Secona, I think one would place the Redwing-South Sess
Series, a delightful set of stories in 1927, which first
introduced to resders that excellent cherscter Sosmes. The
smooth geogrephicel descriptions snd the clever working out
of the plot made this series e MMrgnet clessic. It was dis-
tinctly reminiscent of the Peter Reff Tressure series which
appeered in the Gem in 1912, but with # much wider plot.
Both these series were fer superior to the South Sess scries
which eppeered in the Mognet in 1937.

HOLLYWOOD

The Hollyweod series of 1929 was written in much lighten
mood, but it made excellent and instructive reeding. Much
of it, to reeders with large collections, was rominiscent of
the Tom Merry in the United States series in the Gem in 1909,
but the plot wes, of course, completely different.

OTHER SERTES

It is impossible to comment on the dozens of Travel
Series which epperred, but it is clesr thet the Greyfriars
‘boys went travelling far more then Tom Merry & Co. Some
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series were first class, like those mentioned sbove, shile
others which were chronicles of the heroes escsping from the
machinations of some villainous dago did not ring the bell sg
clearly. Outstanding wes bhe Geme Country African series,
which featured Vernon-Smith and the #ikuyu, Kikolobo. Tom
Merry wvisited the ild Test in 1909, snd sgein in 1927. The
second series was good reading, but more like 8 re-hash of
some of the Cedar Creek tales. In the same cless comes &
Jimmy Silver series — & long series which ren in the Boys'
Friend in the middle twenties, in which Jimmy visited his
cousin's ranch. The Greyfriers chums scem only to have gone
once to the Wild 'fest in thet moderste series of 1937, which
introduced thst superb cherascter, the Rio Kid. Barry “Yharton
end Co. went to India in 2 fine series in 1926. In 1922
they went to Africa, the Congo, with Bunter becoming King of
the Cennibsls. Harry Wharton brousht back e black sleve.

In 1912, Tom Merry had visited the Congo in e grsnd little
series, snd he, too, brought back & bleck slave. ’

So these Travel series, even if they lacked the charactgr’
pictures so notable in other series, played their part in

peinting the Greyfriars, and St.Jim's stories with the flaming
colours of the Orient or the Occident, in contrast with the

grey old wells of the Schools.

MAGNET TITIES (Cont'd.)
(S denotes Substitude)

746 (S) The Stolen Diary. 747 (S) For His Father's Neme.
748, Bunter the Crook. 749, De Vere of the Remove.

750, The Snob's Secret. 751, In Borrowed Plumes. 752, The
Fall of Algernon. 753, Bunter's keffle. 754 (S) Breve
Bulstrode. 755, ilauly's Pal. 756, The Mysterious Foe.
757, The Schoolboy Yechtsmen. 758, The Lystery of the Silvd
Scud. 759, The Terror Tracked Down. 760, Coker's Rivel.
761, Skinner's Chums. 762 (8) The Schoolboy Divers.

763, The Persecution of Mr. Prout. 764, Fishy the Footballgr.
765, The Footballer's Foe. 766, Loder's Long Trail.

767 (S) Bunter's Lewsuit. 768, The Ifan from the Congo.
769, Bound for Aifrice. 770, Herry Wharton & Co. in Africs.
771, Lost on the Congo. 772, King Bunter of the Congo.
773, Cn the Ivory Trail. 774, The Black Msn et Greyfriars.
775 (S) The Cell of the Air. 775, The Ghost of iMeuleverer
Towers. 777 (S) Ponsonby's Revenge. i

H
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OLD BOYS' BOOL CLUB
September 16th,
The Brotherhood of the Hsppy Hours, London Section, as
our New Zealand contemporsries have called us, had the fourth
annual trip to Hove for the meeting at friend Robby's most
delightful residence. The main party met as ususl st Vie-
toria station where chairmasn Len efficiently had the travel
srrongements running smoothly. A good journey down end then
the perty split up to enjoy the emenities of Brighton ss they
willed. Fine weather graced the day snd it wes & happy
perty who met at the Hove Bandstend nrior to going to Robby'
for the meeting. Cheirman Len opened the proceedings in hi
very best style end then the vice-president, Herbert Leckenby,
eddressed the gathering. He told of his wonderful time down
south end of the meny happy visits he hed particinated in.
Then the usual formslities were quickly deslt with. A hearty
welcome was then afforded to W.Jerdine and H.Bushby, two new
locel members, and lMr. snd Mrs. C.N,.Price, who had made the
journey from Mergete. The Eliminetor Quiz then followed
with the key word of Digest, end after & very enjoyable con—
test it was won by Bob Thiter with Len Psckmen second snd
John Geel end Charlie Wright in the third place. Tea was
then pertaken in the lovely front room to the streins of the
many musical boxes. L delightful scene indeed and long to
be remembered in the heppy memories of the hobby. Then camdg
Robby's triumph and something that he never grows tired of,
the showing of two further "Exploits of Elaine". These wer:
greetly sppreciated by the gethering of 26 members, incideutil]y
the most ever st this Sussex meeting.. Host and Hostess,
Robby snd Key ere to be congretulated on their wonderfully
heppy gethering snd it wes with reluctence that all went thejﬂr
verious weys home.
Next meeting ot 19 Ruthin Roed, Blackhesth, London,S.E.%,
on Sunday October 21st.
BT AMIN G, "HITER.

OLD BOYS' BOOK BLUE
Northern Section leeting. September 8, 1951,

The meeting copened on a heppy note. for our popular chai&—
zen Reg. Fudson, wes back agein efter many deys. Bi11
Williemson, who had azcted so edmirably in Reg's absence,
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welcomed him back in & few well chosen words. Regy reccived
with loud spplause, testifying to the affection fedt for hinm
spoke with deep feelin: of the kindness shown to him during
his ebsence, and of how it had checred him during the weery
days spent in bed. He then extended a warm welcome to Don
Webster (Liverpool) and Tom Hopperton (Scarborough) both
present for the first time.

Don Wwebster followed saying how pleased he wes to be
present and told of some of their hopes and plens for a
Liverpool branch.

Minutes and treesurer's revort were then disposed of,

Northern Section has the fortune to possess some fine
orators, real spell-binders. A few months asgo we hed thet
enthralling telk by Breeze Bentley, now one by Tom Hopperton,
entitled, "The Enduring Megic". Is it necessery to say thaq
Tom was concentreting on the ert of Frsnk Richerds? He
expertly snaslysed the St.Jims end Greyfrisrs stories and
characters, and explained convincingly why men find the
stories &8s resdable now as they did in their youth, wheress
ofher stories of one's boyhood cause only = yewn.

The only regret was that Tom had to rush off to cetch =
trein almost before he could be thanked. "The Enduring iagier
will be one of the attrective features in the Annual.

There was en attendance of eighteen.

Next meeting Seturday October 13th.

Postscript: On Sunday September 23rd s party of ecight from
Leeds and Jekefield ceme over to York where they were met by
Jeck Wood and myself. It was a very enjoysble event and
included e trip down the Ouse to Bishopthorpe Pelace.
HIRBIRT LuCKENBY .
Northern Section Correspondent.

Report of the Meeting of the Midiend Section
OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB.

The fact that we ere in the middle of the traditiohelly
English holiday seeson wes undoubtedly one of the reasons why
we had our smellest Meeting to drte.

However, after considering 1l relative fectors, I drew
greet comfort from the memory of the very happy evening the
sixteen of us had st our Mecting, August 20th, st Birminghem
Internstionel Cuntre. Reeding of the Minutes end Correspon—
dence wes followed by a tw-dnyque-tions session. The Team off
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volunteers ~.r: Caroline Scott, Wilfred Davey, ifr. Gregory,
petcer Mellor; the guestion-master wss Jack Corbett. The
game('ﬂh.'I.Ch was performed on the same lines as the famous
redio pro:ramme) proved & heppy chenge from the usual quiz.
The Objects chosen were of course connected with Greyfriers,
apert from the lmowledge the only assistance given to the
team was 8 clap from the audience when we were near the
answer. The team succeeded in naming all the Objects within
the question limit of each one. Some Objects were esrly
victims to our "Hemiltonisn" minds. Miss Scott got Quelch's
Cene in seven, and Bob Cherry's "Hallo Hallo Hallo" in three
Wilfred Davey got Clsude Hoskins pieno playing in the Beven—w
teenth question, end Bob Cherry's Big Feet in nine, and
Bunter's Spectacles in thirteen; Mr. Gregory named Coker's
Bike on the fifth question; the Secretsry with the twentieth
question got The Shilling that Fishy lent to Bunter.

“Je all then prevailed upon our Chairmen to do & solo and
whilst he wes out of the room we decided his solo would be
"Phe Blots on Bunter's Lines". Tell, Jack Corbett failed
on this, but perhaps after sll it was rather a tough one.
Anyhow, everybody hed e lot of fun out of this game and it
will no doubt be just es successful next time.

After refreshment hed been passsed round, there wes the
usuzl stempede to be first at the ssles teble, and again as
usual the Magnets were in greatest demesnd, but Gems and
Sexton Bleskes showed = steedy sale too.

P. L. MULLOR, Secretary.

OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB

sustralssien Branch

The first meeting was held at the Vietorian Railway
Institute, Melbourne, on Fridey evening, August 24th, 1951,
with Don Ticks secting as chairmen. Seven members, three
short of the total number in this state, were present.

Pormel business of the Club was tazken first snd wes es
follows: The ebove neme was taken for the Club, the originsl
constitution of the 0,B.B.C. was edopted with suiteble smend-
ments. 4 subscription of 10/- for full members, and 5/- fox
corresponding members was decided upon, and finelly the
following officers were elected.

Frenk Richerds, President.

Bon Theke b T BeRT R Ty




—287-

It was also decided that the Club should issue 2 news
letter to members, and interested persons, prior to each
meeting.

Formal business heving been concluded, the members settlhkd
down to a general get-together. Copies of many Aldine
Libraries, early Magnets, and Nelson Lees circulated freely,
a particularly interesting exhibit being sbout & dozen Magne
from volume one.

The meeting closed at 11.15, members voting the evening
a great success.

The next meeting is decided for November, the date to b
fixed and members informed. Anyone interested is requested
to get in touch with Race Mathews, B Berrett Street, Hampton,]
5.7, Victoria. 'Phone XV 4419.

(The best of luck, Victoris! May your numbers
quickly grow, - Ed.)

"NEW ZEAL.ND LISTENER"

By Herbert Leckenby
Just as the September C.D. wes "going to press" I
received an air letter from Geoff Hockley, one of our New
Zealend stalwarts. Geoff always writes breezy interecsting
letters; +this one was no exception, and one part of it parti}-
cularly made me sit up and take notice. I'11 quote it here,
then you'll see I had resason.

"Now, Herbert, for the big announcement! Little
Geoffrey has got no less than & full page in éur staid and
eminently respecteble Government-sponsored "N.Z.LISTENER"
++ees the officisl journsl of the N.Z. Broadcasting Servide
»ses» ON the subject of old boys' book collecting! Alone
I did itl Yes sir, I'm posting you & copy with this
letter for your approvel! Please address all congratu-
latory messages to 308 Keyes Road! Seriously though, I'm
really tickled sbout this, as the "N.Z.L." is rather high
brow, but not only did they devate & full page to the
subject but they actuelly had en editorisl on it}

Here's how it came sbout — Some time ago I wrote to
the LISTENER editor asidng him if he thought that an
article on the subject would be of interest to readers,
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and he replied very cautiously that if I cared to submit i
one, he would look it over. I duly concocted one and
sent it, but it didn't quite ring the bell (We regret...
cte.ete.) So I burnt some more midnight oil and sent
ancother, which interested him, but didn't quite make the
grede... my style wes not quite suitable for a journel of
the LISTENER'S calibre!  However, if I would permit the
article to be used as a bassis for a re-write by one of
their literary staff..okesy! So I told them to go ahead
and you will see the result in the copy of the LISTENER
I'm sending you — not 2 baed effort, but they mutilated
my originsl effort somewhat, and the guy who re-wrote it
must have been & Sexton Bleke fen in his youth, as he
devoted @ lot more space to S.B. than I did in the
original. Anyway the good old C.D. snd its revered
editor got some good publicity! Yep, they paid me for
it, tool"” »

ell, needless to sey, I waited with keen anticipation.
1 hadn't to wait long, for it errived next day by air meil,
and my word, didn't I open my eyes! I had been vrepared for
something good but it exceeded all my expectations. T only
wish I could reproduce it 211 but that's impossible, so I
ghell have to explain #s best I can.

The "New Zesland Listener" is very similar to our "Redioj
Times" and the grester part of its front page, august 10th,
cerried focsimiles of 2 "Boys' Friend", "Chums" ‘liagnet",
wpreadnought", "Dime Novel Round-Up" and several C.D's,
very similer to our Annuel 1949 cover,

Inside there wes e full page four columas smell type,
with the hesding "Thc Brotherhood of Heppy Hours™ (Fow apt!l)
First ceme revroductions of Len snd Josie Packmen's advert
in C.D. "Relly Round!" etc. and two other advertisements.
Then quotes referring to our activities from E.S. Turner's
"Boys Will Be Boys". Followed extrascts from C.D's and last
yeer's Armual, including quite helf & column each from articles
by Charlie Wright and Harry Homer's Confederation article;
also comments by myself Horeover, 7ilf Darwin's sketch of
sexton Blske adorned the page. Yes indeed, I could be
perdoned for feeling proud.

snd even thet isn't all, for es Geoff says, there was &

i " " tw
'%Sfdu%zﬂﬁ gEticien, ﬁﬁgn B 180T (100 00 f ong khen
| "Bunter end Hemlet!

<]
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TH: NELSON LEE COLURIY

Communicetions to Robert Blythe,
46, Carleton Road, Hollowsy, London, N. 7.

As sume of you may have guessed, my article last month
had to be cut somewhat. Normally, of course, I shouldn't
have mentioned it. After all, it's heppened before and
doubtless will hsppen egein. But this time Herbert suggested
to me that es that which.was cut contained the whole point of
my argument, I should include it in this month's column.

Naturally I em grateful for this, for it gives me the
opportunity, which I thought I'd lost, to finish what I wanted
to sey. It was simply this.

It was not Roger personally I was ettacking but his attit
tude of mind, which I considered to be totally wrong. As mey
be expected, my article concerned the lelson Lee, but I would
like to meke a plea on behalf of all the old papers. Be opeh-
minded about them. Don't forget that some amo: t us remem-—
ber them with sffection snd collect them for that reasson, so
why spoil their pleasure? After all, Billy Bunter wes not
the only character to smuse us in our youth. So forget your
rejudices. Have your favourite paper and sing its praises
gy 811 means, but try to understend why other people prefer
other pepers. Lnd for those who belong to the various clubs
don't let the name "0ld Boys' Book Club" become misnomer.
They sre not "Magnet Clubs", "Nclson Lee Clubs","Sexton Blake
Clubs", or any other. Aifter all, it does, or is meent to,
embrace all types.

Having got thst off my chest at last, let's return to
the Nelson Lee once more.

++++++

Some time ago Herbert psssed on to me & letter he hed
received from Henry Stables of Bradford. T would have liked
to have included it when I wes talking sbout the Boys' Realm
some months ago, but hadn't the space.

It's en excerpt from an Editorial Chat in the Boys'Realm
(No.323 2nd Series 1929) and is revealing, inssmch as it musp
be the first time on record (Herbert agrees with me here) thap
an editor has ever admitted that certein stories have not beep
as good as they could have been. Again, it's a pat on the
beck for Brooks.
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"{.LCOME BACK TO ST.FRANZ'SL"

"I em quite sure that you will Join me this week in
giving a hearty welcome to the boys of St.Frank's on theid
return to the Realm efter & long absence.

""Wore particularly, perhaps, you will be pleased to
welcome the work of Edwy Sesrles Brooks, who has not
written for us for years. True it is not so very long
since we heard sbout these St.Franks boys, but it is a
considerable time since we heard sbout them from Nr.Brookd
And that, let me tell you, makes 81l the difference.

"Edwy Sesrles Brooks, in other words, is THE suthor

‘of St.Franks stories. He it is who tells about them as
no-one else can. That is why I am so tremendously
pleased to have secured his services again for the Realm."

There is a bit more in the same strein, but I have quotq
enough to show that here, at least, among A.P. editors was on
who apprecisted Brooks st his true worth. What a pity it
wasn't he who took over the Nelson Lee from Mr. May, instesd
of Alfred Edgar! e

In these dsys when & quiz is considered sn essentisl pax
of eny club's proccedings, it has occurred to me thet you
might cere to get your teeth into one or two really sticky
questions concerning the Nelson Lee. I'm not offering eny
prizes for the answers (You'll have to wait until T win e
lst dividend on the pools for thet!) but if =ny of you cere
to write giving the enswers, I'd be only too glad to hear frd
you. The results, together with the snswers, will be given
next month. Here we go then.

1) What wes Lord Dorriemore's nickneme for Nelson Lee?

2) Whose brother was a famous airman?

3) "hich Removite first med: his appeersnce in a paper other
than the Nelson Lee?

4) What was the name of the cspitel of Umlosi's native countx

5) Who was Simon Snayle?

6) What was the ultimate fate of "Fort Resolute"?

7} At which school were Hendforth, Church end McClure before
they came to St.Franks?

8) In which story did Ireme & Co. first make their sppesrsncd

9) Which wes the first story to introduce Lord Dorricmore
end Umlosi?

10) ThﬁngiE??E%ggig"?t.FrmLks has four side. Thy is it called

@

v?
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i Well, there they sre. I hope that some of 'em at least|
will cause 2 spot of head scratching!

It's some time now since I gave any lists of serisls and
titles, lastiJuly, in fact, so it's time we had some more.
Here we go then: -
0.5+ No's 495-490, The Green Triangle's Prisoner. By Brooks?
491-496, The Return of Jim the Penman. By Brooks?
497-502, The Hollowdene Manor Mystery (Eileen Dare)
503-512, The Invisible Grip (Zingrave) By E.S.Brooks.
515-518, The Lost Opal, by William Murray.
537-552, The City of Marks (Sexton Blake & Tinker)
557-56T, The Calcroft Case, by Sidney Drew.
1st N.S. No's 1-20,The Rollicking Rovers, by Zolin Collins.
2642, Sons of the Men of Mons, by Roger Fowey ,
pen name?)
(Reprinted in Boys' Friend 4d.Lib.
2nd Ser. No. 142 by Alfred Edger.)
43-61, The Buried World, by Lionel Day.
{Rep. B.F. 4d Lib. 2nd Ser. No.162)
Now the titles:—~ 1st New Series. No.181, The Whip Hand;
182, The Thief; 183, Li Guy; 184, By Order of the
Tongs 185, Pu Cheng the Terrible; 186, The Peril of the Yelldw
Men; 187, Hendforth's Girl Chum; 188, The Ghost of Travis
Dene; 18%, The Peril of the Haunted Room; 190, The Jorst Boy
in the School; 191, The "Sports" of St.Franks; 192, His
Honour at Stake; 193, Bound by 2 Promise; 194, The Fellow
'Who Won.

End of 1st New Series

2nd New Series

1, Rogues of the Green Triangle; 2, The Triangle of Death;
34 The ilen Who Vaaished; 4, 5.0.5.5 5, The House of Pattering
Feet; 5, Dacce the Devil Dwerf; 7, The City of Hidden Drezds
8, The Pit of Terror; 9, The Two-headed Viper (By Robert W.
Comrade, one of Brooks's pen-names); 10, The Fatal Weger (By
Robert W. Comrsde; 11, The Night Reiders; 12, Without Traca;
13, The King of Kidnsppers; 14, The Riddle of the Mine.
(Wote: All these 2nd Wew Series were detective stories.)

| EXCHLNGE: Msgnets 693, 704, 705, 706, T07, 737, 738, 739.
Nelson Lees 229, 231, 232, 234, 235, 2363 for Rookwood

Schoolboys Own Libraries. Gordon Thompson, 85 Deerperk Road,
Belfast, Northern Ireland.
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LETTER BOX

The Battle of St.Franks

(1) "Strathmore, Town Hall Road,
Deer Editor, Havant, Hants.

Though I should perheps feel flattered by the mimute
scrutiny Bob Blythe hes siven to my erticle in the SPC, I
must correct a few of the inferences he has drawn from it.

First of all, I have read 211 the St.Frank's stories in
the Schoolboys' ‘Own Librery (some, however, not since they
were first published). Although there were only e few holi-
days in imaginery foreign countries, they occupied from 7 to
10 Schoolboys' Owns. Secondly.I still meintain that most of
the other stories had 2 detective element - for instance,
when 8ingleton, Goodwin, end Levi asrrived as new boys, they
g1l immediately became involved with crooks. It was this
incessant harping on the criminal element that spéiled the
stories for me, even when I rcad them as 2 boy.

I'm sorry I cen't remember who first made the remerk
sbout Hendforth minor. But does it metter? I worded the
sentence in thet menner to avoid seeming to take the credit
for an idee which wes not my own, though of course I agree
with it.

Finally, I must epologise if any collector has taken
offence. Nevertheless, T think many people will egree with
me that en ounce of adverse criticism enlivens our hobby far
more then a pound of undiluted praise.

Yours sincerely, ROGER JEINKINS.

(2) ) Grove Road, Surbiton.
Jeer Mr. Editor, 15th September, 1951.

My good friend, Bob Blythe, in his Nelson Lee Column of
your September issue, refers to one chep who had some
scething remerks to say concerning Nelson Lee and afterwards
admitted that he had never read & St.Frank's story.

The cap fits, end I fear I must weer it. But, if Bob
reelly refers to me, he paints me e little worse then I am,
1t sppeers es though I condemned the St.Franks' fare without
ever sempling ony. My 2ctuel meaning wes that I did not
regall ever reading a Nelson Lee story from end to emd. I
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frequently attempted to rend one, but could never get suf-
ficiently intcrested to cerry on to the finish.

I freely admit thet this mey have been due to my poor
taste and not to eny lack of guality in the story.

It is no secret that I wes no admirer of the work of
Mr.E.S.Brooks, but, also, I am not keen on Sir Yalter Scott
who is a delight to people of fer grceter intelligence then
myself.

Mr.Brooks has & great following, which is an undoubted
proof of the excellence of his work. My taste wes merely
not attuned to it. That's all! It's » good thing that we
do not 211 like end think in the same way. That a dull
world it would be if we did!

Yours sincerely, ERIC FAYNE.

The Big Scoop

THE NEV ZEALAGND LISTENER,
115 Lembton Quey,
Wellington C.1, N.Z.
Dear Mr. Hockley, 4th September, 1951.
I am very gled to know that the erticle "Brotherhood
of Happy Hours" eroused so much interest. TWe have had
several inguiries oursclves end I had slreedy gained the
impression thet the feature had been widely noticed.
I am sending you 15 copies of the issue contaminling the
article.
I understand that the serial "Billy Bunter of EBreyfrisrg'
is produced in Austrelis end beyond that I heve no informatidgn.
Yours feithfully,
M,H.Holeraft, Editor, W.Z.Listener.

Like School House - New House
27 archdale Roed,Eest Dulwich,
Desr Editor, Hngust. 22nd.

I was vastly tickled by Peter Mellor's cleim that Mid-
lend wes the premier 0,B.B.C., and I guess it would ceuse en
amused lifting of eyebrows in Northern, too. It reminded
me of Welly D'Arcy's cheekiness towards his elders. Still,
there's no hard feelings. Good luck, Birminghem.

Yours,
LEONARD PACKMAN.
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Such is Famel

Huth Cempbell Williams,
470 Walters Road,

Chagrin Falls, Ohio, USA.
Dear Mr. Leckenby,

British Information Services in New York suggested
thet I write you and geve me your address.
I em interested in obtaining both information and
photographs of the following:
Dolle which ere supposed to be portreits of
Queen Victoris, both old esnd contemporsry.

Dolls, both old and new, made of wood.
Can you help ne?

Sincerely yours,
RUTH WILLIAMS.
(Mrs. Charles A. Williams)
(To my chagrin I cemot help Mrs. Williams. Can anyone
else oblige? - H.L.)

FOR DISPOSAL: 10 S.0.L's (St.Franks) Gems Nos. 1035, 1054.
Megnets, 1645, 1650 and 1656. N.L.L's {old series) Nos.226,
234, 235, 387, 388, 4Y3, 421, 433, 434, 438, 478, 483, 501,
510. Pleese write B. D. Holt, British Legation,

Reykjevik, Iceland.

URGENTLY WANTED: Nelson Lee Libreries 0ld Szries 1915-1920
Nos 1, 4. 6, T, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 22, 27, 30, 31, 34,
40, 42, 46, 49, 50, 51, 53, 59, 60, 62, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68,
69, Ti, 12, 13, 15, 76, 78, 82, 84, 85, 86, 88, 92, 102, 103
I am willing to pay eny price for these or will exchange
01d Secries Nelson Lees at the rate of 3 issues for each one
of sbove los. I have some 400 issues for exchange; also
em prepered to exchange Union Jacks, before 1925, and first
014 Series Sexton Blskes from my own collection for any of
gbove issues. J. R. Murtagh, 509 Selwood Roed, Hastings,
lew Zealand.

IATE NEWS: Ve deeply regret to announce the
death of John Medcraft. He passed away as the
result of a heart-attack on 25th September. H.L.

/
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THE BOUID TADLGe
The idea of a Sexton Dleke Convention dees not, as

yet, socm to have ereated o grent deal of imterest. Up to
the time of writing I have only had one corment on the
sugpestion apart from one in epgreement from my co-editor,
and that vms from ixr. Chorles Wrigitt of Greenwich. e
sy s3 "] tms most interested in the idea of a Dlake
Comvention as set ouwt in BLALTANA. Ly vife and I vould
hope to toke part, both being Zlake enthusiests. Arrenging
+the time and venue is the most diffieult part as a great
meny of olr members go out to business so I suprose it
wuld be a weck-end. In the evert of one of ‘the mcetings
baing in London, the above address is alveys available the
sme as it is for 0.D.B.Ce nmeetings. ilovever, I hope the
Tlokeites can get together and formulate a programme through
4he Tlrkiona section of the Ce De"

On behalf of 211 thosc imtercsted in the formation of
n Bloke orgnmisstion I would like to thonk ix. Wright for
hig kind offer to assemble at ioe 12 Ashbwnham Place in
Groenviche. If we suvcceed in owr efforts lr. and ixrse. it
i1l be most wolcome to the circle. How, how about some
more sorrespondence on the subjects

A long and most imbercsting lctter comes from our
star vriter llelter Uebb. ie chsvers a couple of other
Tek e enthusiasts and sayss: "It vos with same surprise
that T rocd L. fe [le Sykos of Southport's letter of indig-
nction regerding Herbert Lomax (pen name ‘iiaxwell®) vhom T
gtated as porhaps being of iexican origin in vietr of his
heving such a surneme; end vhilst agroeing that 'Lomax' is
not uncommon wp North I think I am eorrect in stating that
3n both iiexico and Spain tho name is in even more widespread
uste I do not protend to know much about i.oxico and it's
nooplos, cpa:t from vhat I have read about them, but luive
obsarvod that various cuthors, vhen having occasion to in-
+4roduce a hoxican or Sponish charactor into their stories
favoricbly moke uso of such namos as “Gomez', "Lopez™ and
emax”e If the lattor is not o fouiliar name in kexiceo
3t scoms odd thot writars should chooso it os o name for ong
of their charactors. Whot suggostad to mo thut porhaps
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orbort Lomnx wnc of Loexican al‘:’.{;i.n_\,:,: the faet thot he
wortto thit country presumably lo live, for wlwen he left the
g'hcros he nevor returned; and T cannot inagine any man, un-
loss under very cxcoptional circumstunices, be ho of pure
English birth, desiring to settlc down in o foreign country
liko liexico, vherce tho conditions, bolh socisl and clinmtic
are =t such varisnco vith our owm. lr. Sykos scoms to lvo
dotoctod o sort of slur upen tho Yorax's of the ilorth in

my articloy vhich, I cm assuro him, was not intonded.

Te Derck vord's query to the offeet that he is swro I nust
bo ‘inside' at Flectvay llouse, I must give o nogativo roply,
althougl e lot of my infomotion has come from thu insido.
For the rest it has boen derived fraw a docp roscorch into
the popors vhich mve featired Dlake such wg tho UNTON Jag:,

0v's LD, LOL'S o0EUIDy otea I huveqgite a usoful
n of the Jexton 2lukoe pupors, brici dotnils of s|el
baing:  23L 4 U.Ja, 457 pink cov .red 1d und 11d issucs,

8; 21l the Doteelive Viocklics but the lest

JUCG COVUY
dozon ond 487 S,
Ive 1926 1
entitlad ¥

Sloko ontiucicst on Tuce
possession of the gbory
yot oy oftho linsk gician" (U.J, 1l0.1207)
g hnek wmbers svor sincos tvouritc

n the order givon cro Ge. il Toed, Lovis

X oy, toos Es Rociicstor. avouriteo seric
“T1Se loeently hod a little bit of in-
ien vhieh <4ll bo of intercst to ©ll Bloke follovwrgm—
or te the question as to the ws the most popular
or of ull ti:0e In roeply to soveral quorics I
oditor vho hiag published aboub 800 Soxton Blake
sterics +vhiilst in cffico, to0ld no that by populer voic
Reberd iwriny's stories woere the nost sought aftor by his
rocdcrs, with Cuyn ~vans in cceond placee  Populur as ho
1msy hovevory, Rebort wwrray wus cluoys o big headacho to his
oditors (and hore =gnin Guyn Tvaus wns a good socond) for ha
vary often foiled to surrondor his copy in tiric for Dulb=-
licution, thich is very probubly tho reccon wliy Gilbort
Chostor had to finidh off the Confoderction storics wns baelk
in 1926. Zest widhes and continued m ccoss to Blekionne"

« I Decme o
poanod to como i

Thank you Valter for o nost intercsting lottor and T
hopo Derek Ford 1dll be satisficd vith tho “ingido" infortinti
on the author of so nony*finc 3lake artielose Be




297

SCXTON BLAIT I INELANDS by Jauos Densaye
s R i

I havo only road twe Sexton Blake storics in liich
Iroland aoppoarse Tho first "Sexton Blako in Irolond" wmsg |-
publishod in the Union Jack lo. 182 (sccond s ) in
1507« Having arrived to spond o holiday in Cowrty Claro,
Zake soon apnoscs lra liefadd, the loeal landlord, bocausc
of his tyraniical troatnont of his tonamtss  Bleake
brings about the othar's domfall by his discovery thot
Leiadd has defrauded tho Rovenuo of laorge suns of wonoy
thirough having vhiskoy produccd at his distillery passed
as "proof" vhoreas it wms nueh cbove thiate Inny
opinien the story 'ms notowcrthy because it trocts Ircland
and its people soriouslye. The stato doscribed of the
tonants, is truor of ton or fiftcon yoors oorlicre. ¥ith
the turn of th contury -ndbefore a groat improvencnt
bogan to trko pluco it vms Just os Wbatoed in the yarn,

It is the only ctory +liieh I recolloet coiiing across of
British or fricricom anthorchip, from vhich thot overvorkod
'stogo Irish® is absonte Porhaps it's only defeect is
thet it aophosisos thoe goodness of Soxton loke and tho
Irish pooplo o bit too muche In genaral it is a fine
storye The sceond "nmue® wos publishod in the UlJe in
19264 3lak o is kidnepnod on the orders of Petor tho
gpider and plocod aboord a ship bound for Dubline off
the ¥icklow coast ho oscapos and swins ashore. Socn
after landing he sces two nmen burying crug,. On¢ of tliaa
scys (in stego Irish) that ho would prefor the old Royal
Irish Constobulory to the now Civie Guard as thiey wero
tougher opponants, Rother indicitive of the aithor's
opinionse Afterinrds ho cncounters tho Spidor but is
wnablo to copture hiime On orrivel in Dublin he is
roccived by o not=too=intolligont supcrintondente That
concludes tho Irid part oftho story. Thistim Bldke

is o vory differomt typo of mane o is much colder and
hoydor ond okin to the dotectivo of to-day. Ircland
sorvog nercly os a background to his fight agd nst tho
Spidor, in vliom he is alone intcreostode Ho does not

ko ouy notico of tho sconcry as in thc older stuiye

oy oftho differoncos rny be attributod to the passago of

o~

+ino but, vithal, it is not in the sauo cotegory as the _-.Lrsft.
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(Csxroil DLAKE T TIL; DOROTON ERj.)
by Telter Tebbe

S Lt bt ot LT LT T e e
—rmam e

1 r Four

L charactor vho wms brought into those onrly Elake
storics in suprort of the groot detective, ard tvho on-
joyed a good neamure of pppularity for a tino, s Dot~
octivo A1l Spooring an ox-Scotland Yord officianle Al
though lork Dorran is bolioved to have croated Spearing
such icnot quite the caso; for it has boon explained
to ne that tho main idea for the charactor wms William
Back's, ho got Dorran to imtroduce hinm into his Blako
gtoricsse A hcovily=built nan, vith the strongth and
cowrage of = llony yot the tincs werc nany vhen he s
of invelunblo assistance to Sexton Blekes  Econony of
spocell s an auvd ng fouturo of the ox~yard rian's m ko
up === hc vould never use trvo or nore words vhian ong
vould mfficoe !is spcceh wms crisp, his nannor torse,
and brusque to tho noimt of impolitonoss; in comperison
to Blako's cuictly authorctive air, Spoarings vas loudly
officiouse In niny rospects ho vms sinilar in typo
to the man who, in tho not=so=distont futwro oo to sups
rscde hin as Dlake's eloscst officicl friond, mndy,
Dotcetivo Inspector Coutts, of tho CuleDe Swotland Yarde

Rivalling Spoaring in popularity wero thoso very
attrective cheractors, Lobongu tho Zulu chiof obd Sir,
Richurd Losd y, introdused by Coeil luytor in "The ave
tir kot (U.Js los 171) publiched 26th J-muary 1907,
There is platy of ovidonee to show that Cocil Hay tor
knocked about the world = bit in his tine; yots cecording
to the oditor vho publizhed his last litcrory offorts in
tho UdJs, lytor knew vory little about Africa, and nover
vigitod thet eontinent onco in his lifos Iz ilton Ddwrds
vho knov Hoytor woll, publishod a good doal of thio wtliors
work, both in the pages of the BoF. ond in the Boy's
lleralde  Therc onco hassed betweon thau, cditer angd author
a very imterosting lettor in vhieh Inytor doseribos
sor:o thrilling ineiderts in his ndvonturous lifoe
Dducated ot Rodloy, the athor confogsed to saving wpont
a lot of his tine in roving, roequcta, footbell, ond tho
deviee of clrboratc bocby-trapss
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. i ¢ ol trips vhich took the author pricticclly
ﬁilgéi“g“;;ﬁ;:’lho \‘int llorth <ith a“I’olnr o::podi.tion,
-L'nd in the comprny of his friond, €. J. Cutcliffo iyna, of
ngootain iotilo" fame, he tranped across Lopland fron o
Varanger Fjiord to tho Bothnion Gulf - o rowto rakely if
over trovollod beforo in surmicr tino. Corricnting on tho
trip lcytor had this to say: .

Hoeenelt Tms o wmlk of contcthing over o thousmnd

nilos and wo wero nostly starved, a sall tin

of cocony o tin of biscuits and an occcasional

deecyod figh having to last us both for prot ¥

vell holf the trip".

In addition to having ircvellod cxtonsively, C eil oytoer
had veny othor intcrogts, as witness tho folloving comsontg
fron his peon:

"saeealtvo tricd ny hond ot dinvostiguting hewnted

housos, but beyond nissing o night's sleop
nothing ecmo of i, though B oneco intercoptod
holf o brick thrown by a chop vhe was vith me &
vhio took rio for tho ghoste 2con mato and
fo'e'slo hand on #wll boats, and alirays combrived
%o do tho wrong thing ot tho wrong moncnt.

Porticl to ehooting, fishing, golf, punting and

bro-ding terriors".

Chaptor Five will appoar noxt oonth.

T T T e S e T e e e ey ey

13T LOIMmH

'The? Thy? and “hon? e brillinmt noy
articlo from tho pon of Tlling Golonbe.

RIZZMBERY
"o gtill vant articlos and fosturos

if ve arc to keep the Dlakiann flag
flying.




