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FLOM THE IDITOR'S CH1IR

The Prssing of John Medersft: Just rs we were geing to Preds
1lest month I received o lotter from Joe Perks, of the Colleed
tors! iMiscellsny, which z7ve me 2 dreadful shock, for it told
of the death of ¢ grecet friend. The poignency of the news
wra edded tc becruse iirs. ledereft hes been seriously i1l for
= long time. I om sure ell memb.rs of our circle will deeplly
sympethise with her in her grest loss.

To sey that John lMedersft will b= missed .ould be &n
understeteunent. Hundreds of collectors st home =nd c£11 over
the world h've cherished items in their collections for which|
they hove to thenk him. It w28 not £lweys just » metter of
business, but Plso r sinecre desire to help. There vere
lsome who thought he was ¢ little brusque et times. I thought
lso myself once, then I reelly got to know him, #nd I found
the real men. He certesinly hsd very decided views on scme !
lsubj.cts, but he expressed thum frirly snd honestly, if ""l‘th,!
sometimes ¢ 1ittlc irony. |

Sl o utan o e S 1
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Ls is well kmown, John's hcme st I1ford housed the biggais‘
and finest collection of English boys' journsls in existonce.
In the Victorizn section, perticularly, there were rere items|
possessed by nc one else. Those who have hed the good fortun
to see his collection in its immeculste surroundings will neve:
forget the experience. I cen see him now s#8 Len Peckmen snd|
I saw him ond night just two yeers sgo throwing open his
bookeceses snd seying with 2 gesture end & beeming smile,
"Browse where you like."

John will f#lso be remembered for those inimiteble article
he wrote. On the Victurisn period perticulsrly he wes un—
rivelled. One is loth to think we shzll resd them no more.

John jledcraft wes only 57. He wes ¢ portner with hie
brother in a leether goods business et Berkingside.

ey I suggest sn epiteph? "To the uemory of John Medcraft

He £lwsys geve £ square derl to his fellow men."
It Will Scon Be anmuel Time: My file grows fatter, snd es
the erticles come flong I grow heppier. Let me tell you of
some of the fere being presered for Christmes. To pick et
rendom, there's Eric Fryne's "Every Story e Gem", en invalusblc
review ot the series stories concerning the boys of St.Jim's.
The same sure hend hes written "The Herc of the Shell".

The Annuel «culd not be complete without ome of Roger
Jenkins' skilful charecter studies. Tiell, he's come slong
this yeer with "Herry “herton — Captein of the Remove'" end
I con assure you it's 2s good as its predecessors.

Lest yeer, unfortunstely, Bob Blythe wes unable,through
illness, to write for us, but glory be he's beck in his old
form with "In the Beginning", & review of the pre-St.Frrnks
sturies in the Nslson Lee Library, stories which up to now
hrve not hed the ettention they deserve.

Lut thet's nct 811 sbout Bob — or Ruger — not by any
mesens. You kmow thet they beg to differ sbout the merits,
[or demerits of the St.Frenks stories. TViell, serted erch side
of ¢ cosy fire they srgue it out. There's thrust end countejr-
thrust with £ vengeence, but £1ll in friendly fasshion. You'lfl
read =11 sbout it in "St.Frenks — Success or Feilure", end
then, I guess you'll ergue too. g

ind here's enother pertnership erticle in which Tom
Hopperton ~nd myself rre concerned. It ceme sbout in r
curious wey. ricnths sgo I got to work om "iflier_tl;x_e_‘ialﬂ
Over" in v+hich I contrest the femine of boys' weeklies in the
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F the yoors which heve followed the lrts wer with the flood
of them efter the first one. 7ell, I h@d just cbout
finished it when I found Tom Hooperton hed hit on # very
similer idee. When I received the result of his lebours
which he had called "Them as the Days" I wes so struck with
the strange coincidence thet after o chet with him I decided
to sdopt ¢ suggestion of his ond run the two erticles perellgl
under the combined heading, "The Long .rm -". You'll see
why when you reed it.  Fonestly there's s rerl iddington
touch sbout it.

4 week or two fpgo I got Herry Fomer's "Vonozreph on
Yvonne Cortier". T“/hen I reed it I excleimed, "Gosh, he's
done it rgnint" You hrven't forgotten his epic on the
confederstion last yeer, hove you? “Jell, ~hen you've reerd
this you'll rgree with me. How much herd work ond resesrch
he hes put inte it only he knows.

4s spree is running short I must refer to others briefly,
thet isn't to sty they sren't s good ss those menticned 2bowe.
There's Ton Hopperton's "The Snduring Megic" (¥erthern
Section menwers cen vouch for that one), "The Decline of Jeck],
sem end Pete" by i, T. Thurbon; "The St.Frank's Reprints
in thc Schoolboys' Pocket Librery" by Jack Cock (Jock's firsd
epperrence in the Annusl) and "Christmes Adventurc in Beker
Strect" by Gerry Aillison rmd thers sre others still tc come ip.

T _pd I mustn't forget the ertists. Bob "hitcr hes dene
the cover this time, end ¢ fine effort it is. H: hre #lso ¢
topping sketch of I'srry “herton. _nd "filf Dorvin comes slong
sgein 7ith some of his best sork.

Yes, I think I cen'sey there'll be something for every-
body. In o few weeks I shrll be agein wrestling with the
problem how to get it #11 in.

I ~Just onething more: Pherets quite » npumber who I feel -
sure sre precticel certeinties who have not scturlly sent in
their orders or their questionneire forms. Plesse dc so ep8
soon es you possibly can. assembling the "The's Tho" is #
formideble business mede more difficult if there's #» rush ot
the last moment.

More Visitors: 4 weak or two ego Norton Price,whom I hed
cnlled on in Mergete the dey I went to sce Frrnk Richerds,
walked unexpectedly into my office. T.o doys leater ilec
b rth:l.es:m, *"hoso home is !t :Lck, few miles from John O'Gr“"tes,
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ceme in. lorgete — liick, cun you beet thet? Unfortunztely
HNorton's stey wes very brief, but .lcc was rble to stey the
night. He masde himself very useful too, for he helped me to
prepare the piles of C.D's for post.
T/ho'll be the next to give e plersant surprise to
Yours sincerely,
HARBERT LiCKINBY .

LOTE NiiS. The Seventh Exhibition of Old Boys' Beoks is to
be held et Scerborough Public Librery from November 1st to ‘

November 24th inclusive.

I THE HOMZ OF FR.NK RICE.KDS
By Herbert Leckenby

Tihen trevelling down to London on the tenth of September
I hed not the slightest idee thst two deys leter I should set
off on encther journey ¢ little further south - to see Frank
Richsards. 48 I expleincd last month, that wos ¢ greet sur-
prise plenned for me by thet foithful secretery of the London
Club, Ben “hiter. Weedless to ssy, the news, when I herrd
of it, geve me o grent thrill. For consider. O'er forty
yeors pgu, s e young cpprentice, I hcd bought the first 4d.
number of the Gem, #nd & fortnight later the copy in which
Tom llerry wes introduced to the world. Then nigh ¢ yesr
further cn, No.l of a golden covered little peper crlled
nphe Megnet". For yeers I bought the two pepers overy week,
end throughout their long lives never completely lost touch
with them. During those three decndes I not only wes grest
interested in the stories but #lso in Mrrtin Clifford snd
Frenk ichsrds. Oft—times I thought they were one end the
seme, ot others I hed my doubts, for how could one men
poseibly turn out week riter week two such cnthrelling storiece

The yeers rolled on, ~nd »t long lest the truth wes
rovesled to the emezement of # host of boys grown to memhood.
I remember the thrill I got when I received my first letter
from Frenk Richards. I heve hed mony since; now I wes to
see him frce tc fece.

Sc on o lovely Scptember morning, Bob “/hiter end I,
gccompenied by wileen Reynolds, enother strunch Megnetite #nd
London Club member, sect out for llargsete. e resched Percy
Avenue, Kingsgete, where Frenk Richrrds lives, » little crrly.
so we welked on to the end of the guiet residentisl rosd.
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| me cuuld/have o zd much furthcr, fur one re- c‘wd ¢ cliff

| vith r stretch of berch rbout 50 feet belew. To could

| #lmost imrgine .e were l.cking out over Pe g's Bry. On

the right there's o flight of steps cut out of the cliff,
unprctected cn erfch sidc. It wes ersy to picturc ¢ screp
between two Greyfrirrs fellows with one of them in drnger of
toppling cver et the eheerest p.rt. Yes, wi felt we were
indced in the "Fr-nk Richords country".

Y. retreced our stops. Incidentsrlly, Bob later showed !
me o cutting in ¢ screp-book, whor: it wes steted scme of the/
residents of Pcrey .wvenuc hed been cgiteting to hove the n;'mei
chenged o8 thiy thought it lecked dignity or somcthing. i
Methinks if - they get consent they hove o golden cpportunity |
of ch osing £ namc thich will mcke their cvemu. femcus, r~nd |
at the seme time honour thoir "oldcst inhrbitent" . |

I

FAouever, prompt et four o'clock we wre being sreeted
by Frenk Richerds in o sunlit .room. weg worring skull
crp £nd drassing-gom just like the picturcs you heve ssen
of him. He shuok us sermly by th. hand, settled down in his|
cheir, end bid his hcusekecepcr bring in ter.  Then puffing
awey ¢t his pipe ond fondling the big hondsoms puss you sew
portreyed epperently pleying chess with him, he good -humourd
enswered the guestions we fired ot him. The telk renged frop
Grey's Blegy to the epproaching publication of his cwn long
ewrited ‘utcbiogrephy.

His memery is romerkeble end his brein rs ective =s many
r men's helf his sge. But he told us, rether wistfully, that
it wes scldom he got s fer rs the gerden. srertly eppref
cisted thoss wcll-meent suggestions thet come clong frem time
to time ‘thet he should be the guest of his sdmirers ot some
function. . But ws could see that thet will never be.

~ T told him thet pecplc oftem oxpressed t- me tholr
dclight on receiving 2 prompt reply to a letter they hed
written tc him.. -He smiled end seid he didn't think he hed
aver feiled to reply to smy letter received from old resders
of his stories. He had sometimes written s meny es sixty
& week. Think cf thet you youngsters who find it rn effort
to write even onme.

Bub esked him when he considered wes his best pariod.
“/ithcut hesitetion the meestro rsnlicd:  "From 1926 onwerds.
Tt wes in that yeer I devcloped trcuble with my cyes. From

iﬂigiﬁﬁ } s:gng I%l:n]e: il;’lﬁis dnrkl:?r, but whet I lost visurlly
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This wrs very interesting, for it confirms the vicw of
meny students of the M gnet cnd Gem. Ponder over it, too,
Oh ye who covet red-covered lMognets.

He told us that he rlweoys had r typewriter in reserve,
rnd once trevelled the Alps with ¢ machine ecch side of a
donkey . In reply to another question Frenk Richerds con-—
firmed thet clthcugh he hed toured the Continent extensively
he hod never been further oficld. This mokes all the more
remerkable those fescineting series leid in foreign londs —
Indio, China, Brozil, for exsmple — with their locel colour
end customs s8¢ convinecingly described that one would vow they
had been written by scmebody who knew them intimetely. The
art of Frenk Richerds.

He wes esked if » certein euthor who'cdopted" Ferrers
Lucke, &nd used him es the hero of severel seriels, esked his
purmission first. Ferrers Locke's crertor smiled wryly end
replied in the ncgetive.

e odBked Lur host tu settlc o little srgument - “ias
Leviason's home prenounced "Lewson?!! “i gut the reply
proemptly, "Ob no, cnly if it hed been spelt with two e's
¢s in the case . f Levesgn-Gower of cticket feme.V

e got tc discussing those quotations Frank Richards
is so fond of introducing. "Like Peri et the gates of
Persdise", "Like Rachel of old", =nd sc on. How it so
heppened that ot our Leeds September meeting cur No.l lady
member, Verz Costes, hed been anxiocus to set the source of
one of Bunter's fevcurite sssertions, "Kindest friend end
ncblest fce" cr words to the seme effect. No one could
gotisfy her curiosity, so I gresped the opportunity to ssk
the men whe made Bunter sey dt. Frenk Richerds smiled end
replied, ".h, the lady dcesn't resd her Tennysoh." "Oh, #ah,'
thought I, "now we're getting somewhere, so I ssked which
poem. "In Memcrium'. In high glee, round ebout 2 c'ecleck
the following morming, I wrote tc Vers tc set her mind at
rest; ond then retired to bed. 4L dey or two later ceme 2
reply seying she hed reed "In Memorium" carefully through
more then once snd couldn't find it. Then seversl peirs of
eyes got to work resding Tennyson. Twentually Vers found it
herself in "The Princess"., Even Frank Richards hed nodded
for cnce — just like Homer of old. But it wes en illumine
ating illustrction of the interest teken in Greyfriers lore.

W& telked sbout the lLutobiogrephy. Its writer rather
wondered ii there would be sufficient pecple interested
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in the cercer of Frenk Richards tc moke it 2 success. I
pssured him that if my post-beg wes eny criterion he need
heve no quelms, In support ¢ne hes only to recell the
world-wide interest which was eroused When the Picturs Post
interview cpperred @ few yesrs ego.

5nd in connection with the lutobiogrephy I wes pleased
tchearhim pay ¢ genercus tribute to John Shaw whe he said
had :iven volusble help where certein dctes were concerned.

For a good derl of the time w#e were sitting in thet
room #t Rose Lewn I wes content to listen to the enimated
chatter of Bob Whiter 2snd wetch the sperkle in his eyes.
Lnd, competing with him, Wileen giving her viesws on the
Megnet interspersed with some comments on chess. I venture
to sey Frenk Hichards enjoyed thet efterncon 2lmost as much
es we did. Though he gets hundreds of letters from sdmirexn
for ressons well kmown it is seldom h: meets eny frce to feq
For one of those infrequent occesions he could not have e
better exsmple then Bob “hiter. lmost ever since he could
resd Bob has literelly devoured Megnets; he cen guote
lengthy extrects without hesitetion. He did so on this

occesion end 1t wes obvious thert Frenk Richerds wes genuinely

plessed, and I think no little surprised. Of & truth by
the s)oken word, he hed glowing vivid proof of the s#ffection
his megic pen has esrned for him. Surely ¢ consoling thoug
for ¢ men in the evening of his deys.

Tie found to our surprise wc hed been there nesrly two
hours; we reluctently got up to go. He waved us # kindly
ferewell from his cheir. The three o us will picture him
doing so for many & yeer to come.

e set off towsrds liergete, Bob "hiter welkdng on air.
in embition of & life time hed been cthiewed.

Sy
=N

FOIt SALE: "Populers", "Union Jeocks", "Nelson Lees", "Green
Boys' Friends", "Boys' Reslm", "B.O.P", "Bunter Bocks",
"Pom Merry", ete. S.a.E. for list. Strte requirements.

G. R. .dsley, 17 .bergerw Roed, Brynmunyw Bridgend, Glam.
C/N AYONE oblige with Gem number 946, plesse? I will pay
e good price. Josephine Peckmen, 27 ‘rchdale Road, Dast
Pulwich, London, S.E.22.

NELSCN LEES FOR SALE, 6d snd 9d. TYanted old series, Chums
1914, 1915, 1905, comics. L.M.illen, 3 lontgomery Drive,

Sheffield 7.
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Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

I om deveting o1l the spece I possibly cen this month
tc £ very interusting srticle written by » "looker-on", snd
28 it desls slmost entirely with ths works of Frenk Richerds
it is only appropriate that it should eppear here. The
erticle rppesred in the September issue of "The. Iantern'ithe
splendidly produced staff megezine of the Oxford University
Press. Tie heve our own views sbout cur hobby, dbut es I seid
1rst month, it is very impcrtent tc know what necple outside
cur cirele think. ~fter reeding whrt Mr, Hollis heos to say
I em sure you will sgree thet we sre getting somewhere.

There was also & very nice tribute to the Gem end }'f!r-gne{
in the Boys' Own Peper reccontly. This will cpperr next
mcnth.

REDISCOVERY OF . PIONLIR

By G. T. Hollis (Oxford University

Press)

It is & mistske to let one's reeding interests become
too nerrow, and of e1l forms of snobbery the literary kind id
the most odious. This reflection is prompted by scme
explorings I mede cemperetively recently — I &@lluded to some
of them in the lost issue of the Lentern snd I am now musing
upcn £ very different cless of writing end 2 new form of
bibiomenis which it has engendered.

ubcut three yesrs sgo the netionsl press burst intc
unwonted pencgyrics cver @ buok on which ordinerily they wou}n
heve wasted no space, for its subjcct touchsd neither the
flesh nor the devil nor enything of = kind likely to have
newspeper-reeder oppeel. The bock wes E, S. Turner's
Boys Will Be Boys, cnd the remerkeble reesction of the
reviewers stimileted my curiosity to the pitch of reading it
I mey say here and now thet it richly descrves the preise
levished on it, #nd I strongly recommend it to boys young end
cld.

Boys Will Be Boys is s pure delight, being e survey, and
in some sense en enthology, of juvenile poriodicsls published
over the pest century. It does not deel with full length
volumee of steries, cnly with megezines end the kind of
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’T-f publicrtion which weesly cr monthly chroniclced the adven—
turce of & perticulsr 'roup of ch-recters. TWer the his—
tericelly-minded I mey sey thet it bugins with Verncy the
Vempire in the 1840's, rnd proceeds by wey of Sweeney Todd,
Dick Turpin, Jick Herkewey, Buffelo 3ill, :nd Jerdw.od Dick
(these cre only r few of its nostrlgic osses) te the Herms—
werth scries of the lot: 19th =nd errly 20th century which
introduced such o number of cherrcters tc the dresm world of
boyhued . I discovered the origin of meny ncmes which rre
spperently household words even todey - Sexton Bloke end
Nelson Lee emong the hunters of crimincls, rnd  host of
legendery huroes of stories of public-school lifc.

Now it heppens thet T missed the onportunity of resding
eny of this delecteble fiction ¢t the ege when I wes most
ceprble of enjoying it. So, concluding thet it must forever
be lost to me, I put out of my mind tke thought of pursuing
this literery bypeth until it wes recrlled to my memory by e
entry in our Juvenile List. I found therein » book with thd
promising title of Penny Dresdful which led me to suppose that
it ves & monogreph of the Turner type. I et ¢ copy, FPnd
althcugh I em sure it is & viry nice story it vas not whet T
wes leoking for. [y dissppointment wes overherrd by # bene-
volent person whe rimerked thet if I was intcrested in the
legitimete "penny dresdfuls" thorc worked st Measden ¢ recog—
nized suthority of them. Folloving up thie cluc I was led
to cur Mr. Blythe, rnd I gledly take the present opportybity
to sey how much I ¢.we tu his indoctrineticn. For Mr. Blythe
tegether with # Civil Serviec friend is the founder of the
01d Beys!' Buck Club, on crganisesticn which exists for the
bencfit of the colloctor of just such fugitive litersture os
Mr. Turner wrote of. He is olsc connected with e menthly
vericdicel, the Ccllectors! Digest. snd en ennuel wv-lumey new
in its fiurth yeer, devoted to the ssme object. I learned
from him the surprising fect thet scme issues of boys' helf-
penny weeklics, published ss rccently os forty yesrs ego by
the Lmelgrmoted Press (ond doubtless having ¢ very lerge cir-|
culation st the time) sre now reckoned as bibliogrephicel
curiosities with mrrket vrlues renging from five shillings
epiece to ©8 menmy pounds. r. BElythe is scmewhet of a
speeirlist, possessing the only complete ceclleetion of Nelson
Lee stcries in existence — thot is t~ sey it wes originally
complete, but yielding to the solicitaticns of a Lendon publip
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librery, he trustin.ly -llowed scme of his choicest specimens
t. be exhibited there, £nd £s they were nct pctuslly glued
down inside @ seesled showesse the ccllectiom todey.haa
seweral geps end doubtless.a rival gollector hae filled some
in his.

I em now in a condition, theniks to my instructor, to
gpea kwith first-hand knowledge of one special class of thesg
works, the school stories, snd I am et leest swere of the sig-
nificence of two cryptic ellusions in the very unlikely
sources of The Times and The Lencet. The former in e "third
leader" once spoke of & Mr. Quelch, evidently e fictionel
pedsgogue whose feme had not reached my ears, ond the latter
used the name of & certein Billy Bunter, equslly unknown to
me, as & simile for juvenile obesity - or, to use every
schoolboy's common term, lipodystrophic sdiposo-genitalis.
But I hove learned more than this. I have discovered the
existence of & most remarkable resl-life character, ir.Charlg
Hemilton, now enjoying the evening of his deys in his Kentish
home. ifr. Homilton wes the suthor, under various pen-names
of elmost ell the school stories which sppesred in the Gem
end the kizgnet (two of the most colebrated Hermtworth mage-
zines) every week for over thirty yesrs, besides other works
of similer neture. Thise is & perfectly estounding fect, it
involved the writin- of one-end-a-hslf million words e yeer,
including the production of two 24-page story megezines every
week! Mnd Mr. Hemilton ie still writing; his esrly loves,
eles, died in 1940 — thst yeer of doom for sc meny periodicels
put he is turning out full-length school story books for
several publishers, snd inquiries suggest thet these sell
out very quickly. Presumably they mske ¢ perticuler eppesl
to olc fans of the Gem end the Magnet; it would be interests
ing to know the modern boys' reection. .

~ Considering the pericd of Mr. Bemilton's eerly work, it
seems to me to heve been of very good quelity. On those
rere occesions when snother writer deputized for him, there
is no difficulty in detecting the inferiority of style al-
tucufh the fect of substitution was cerefully concerled by
the publishers. ¥r. Hamilton, by the wey, prefers still to
be .nown £8 "Frank Richards", the nom-de-plume under which hg
wrote for the Magnet, elthough thet journel was junior to
the Gem, in which he wes "Hertin Clifford". Eis stories
were slweys of whet our forefethers celled an excellent morel
tone, &lthough never priggish - his rerders wouldn't have
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stwod for thot! fis ch rrcters were well-drewn ond by no |
merns of stock types, in prrticuler he seems to hove preferre:
the boy of werker disposition (his boys ar: not in eny cose
to be grouped rs herces, rsscsls, bullies, butts, etc.) he
evidently liked his Vecrnon-Smiths nnd Cerdews better then

his Tom Llerrys or even his Herry Whertons.

Tho stories are most comendebly free from thet wesrisol
presentation of school life as & roaring farce in which & set
of eccentric pedegogues cre forever the victims of prenks
devised by their groceless cherges. In the few specimens
of errly Megnets which I have seen there is whet might slmost
ne termed & scholarly back.round, with glimpses of clessrooms
where ectusl vork is being dome; the text is enlivened with
clessicel tags; boys sre no more despised for winning scrdems
ic rewcrds then ethletic feme. Not sll the teles rre humoroys,
some present serious (though seldom fantestic) situsrtions
developing specisl treits of character, but here it is to be
noted that the suthor never introduces a religious clement. |
He is definitely on the side of the angels, he shows his con-'
temps for the waster end the crook; he is slways tolerent of
the weekling, though never cver—sentimentel. This belenced
trentment scems very .exceptionsl in stories of the p-riod,
srddressed to e very wide circle of readers of whom, I suppose
the grect mejority were not older then 14 end probebly hsd no
better litercry eppreciestion thsn could be geined from the
necessorily brief time given to reeding in the stete schools
of the dey.

It is this 1lcet point which puzzles me. These stories
described the life of o privileged cless, their setting must
hove been utterly unfemilier to most of their readers end,
one would heve thought, n8 obnoxious to them as the newspaper
sccounts of life in the more exotic Hollywood circles sre to
us todry (et leest they rre to me). Did the rerders identify
themselves with the charrcters, o8 en earlier gencration wes
82id to do with highweymen-heroes, or s tecen-rgers of todey
are supposed to do ct the cinema? I once ssked our Mr.
L'Estrenge why ell schcol stories were of public schools;
scein. thet sc smell o section of the community enjoyed such
on upbringing. He sssured me thrt to publisb eny other kind
of story would be to court feilure, thet no council-echool b
would crre to resd the most vivid eccount of life in 2 counci
school.
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In wy lest erticles I recoumended you to samplc £n unusu
kind of megezine I hed come ecross. I crnnot repeset the
acvice in connextion with the works of "Frenk Hichsrda"
buceuse examples of his eerly writings «re now collectors!
rerities. But I suggest th=t anyone whoe is interested con—
tects lr. Blythe, wwhese 0ld Doys Book Club is I underatand
gled to welcome recruits. Those who like to have the senc—
tion of fashion for their intcrests, should know thet a film
is in preparetion which depicts the lMeanot cherecters; that
it is proposed to put them on Television; that they vere int
cluded in e telk broadeast rec.ntly in the Third Prozremmes
and thet the genersl question of the plece of the stories in
literature wes once en frticle of debste between lir. George
Orwell tnd :r. Ncel Coward!

The "Rivels of licokwood™ ssems to have score . .
for I hive received meny glowing letters szbout it. Here's
e review from one satisfied rerder.

LTVILY OF TII N&V RCOXVOOD BOOL |
By lioger l.. Jenkins

Jimmy Silver fens should be very plessed et the fppesr—
ence of "kivecls of Rookwood" which has just been published byi
tendevilles et 7/6d. This must be the longust single story
ever to hove been written ebout the Fistical Four, but they
ere still the semé cheery quertet whe made their lost Treguloy
sppefrence over £ querter of # century agé!l The story
revolves eround Lovell's blustering ettempts to get his chumd
excused from detention, but, ncedless to sey, the only pro-
gress he nrkes is from the frying-pen into the fire. The
most plersing espect of the story is the menner of mellow
gocd-nsture in which it is writteny we find thet even
lir. ienders h:s # good side to his neture. In short, this
is ¢ story which will eppeel not only to Hookwood fens but
to c11 lovers of Cherles Homilton's work.

Megnet Titles (contfl.)

"(S)" denotes Substitute
778 (S) The Jip of Greyfriers. 779, The New Boy*s Secret.

780 (5) Detective Bunter. 781, The Schoolboy Hermit. 782,
Just Like Bunter. 783, Streight #s e Die. 784, Friends et
lest. 785 (S) Llonzo the ithlete. 786 (S) The Sporting

Chrmpion. 787,Bunter's L:test. 788(S) The Supreme Srerifice.
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789, 2illy Juntsr's Do.t-rree Perty. 790 (S) . Messege from
tie See. 791 (S) The Jester of Groyfriars. 792 (S) Rivels

with & 3ad Neme. 795, Under the Shadow. 796, i Friend in
Nced, 79T, - Debt Reprid. 798, The Hrnd of the Enemy.
799, Levison's Triumph. 800 (S5) The Heunted Ceamp.

end Chums. 793, How Levison eome to Greyfriars. 794, The Boy

THS FEN FHO WROTE FOR BOYS
llo. 3. — David Goodwin

i1y Berbert Leckenby

During the run of cur Bradford Txhibition ¢ young
reporter on e Yorkshire paper reng me up. I could tcll by
his menner snd his questions thot he wes only young. However
he kept me tolldng quite o long time, snd if our conversetio
hod been published verbetim it would have filled sbout three
columns of his paper. One question he esked me, ofter
esccrteining my sge, wes "Do you think the boys' weeklies of
todey ere ¢s good #8 those of your schooldeys?" -edless t
sfy my reply wes o derisive and emphatic "No," and I gave
him what I thought were convincing reasons for seying so.

i few hours later his write-up on the xhibition
eppeared; cbout helf @ colum. It wes evident he w28 a
young reporter becsuse he talked, for instance, sbout "a pap
celled the Mognet," wheress, of course, » more sessoned scri
would, more likely than not. hevo soid "the good old lisgnet |
of 1illy Dunter fame."

for Bob Blythe, wes whot he seid sbout oy first love — the
Doys' Friend. Thus: -

"One wsgezine, The Boys' Friend, proudly cleims on its
cover "The vbject of the Boys' Friend is to amuse, instruct

The sdvice seemed to be on how to blow your enemy out of
existence."

Well, I'11l tell you I felt like giving that cub reporte
a ring end telk in & Bevenish menner sbout the Press. For
one thing, all he would be zble to sce would be the front
poge @8 &£ll the papers were secure in gless ceses.

Ngw perhaps you rre wondering whet o11 this hes to_do
#ith the subject of this article. I'11l explein, The copy
of the Green'Un he wes criticising ould of = corteinty be

But whet reelly did rile me, ond gave me = fellow feelings

end sdvise boys." I searched in voin for something somsingl

O

= o
be

r




315

'one portreying ¢ scene from "Britein Invaeded", o story Writtéﬂ

ty John Tregellis, better known os Devid Goodwin, but sctueslly
Sydney Gowing.

Thot story wes written in 1906, eight yesrs before the
cutbresk of the First Greet Wer, and it wes followed by two
sequels, "Dritein et Bey" snd "Biitein's Revenge". In oll,
these stories rean two years ond were brilliantly illustreted
by Vel Reeding.' 'Tis truc the two heroes of the stories, San
end Stephen Villiers (of enother Greyfrisrs School) did dceds
of derring do, defied complete bettelions, snd ceptured Germgn
generels, but thet's the wey of stories. Boys wouldn't heve
read them if the heroes hed spent their time peeling spuds iy
the cookhouse. There wes plenty of deeth smd destruction,
but enywey nothing ss horrible es V2's ond stom bombs.

Like I seaid of Henry St.John last month, I don't think
Devid Goodwin hed eny ermy or nevel experience, which made
2ll the more remarkable his skilful description of deployment
of troops on lend #nd engagements st see. It's true, of
course, thet we never suffered invesion by land, but I heve
vivid wemories of a certein Seturdsy night in September 1940
when meny V,I.P's in pilitery circles believed it wes sterting
> . Devid Goodwin, ¢s John Tregellis, wrote further stories
on the seme lines, &1l of which sppeered in the Boys' Friend(
These were "Keiser or fing", "The Flying Armede", "The Legiogs
of the Keiser" esnd "Under the Allies Flag". It is » notablgd
fact thet "The Legions of the Kriser" sterted e few woeks
before the First Greet 'ior broke out. Yes, despite our young
reporter, I think it cen be seid the Boys' Friend did instrugt
even if in these perticuler instences it didn't emuse.

Tut let's leeve that cynicel scribe end hive & look #%
some of the other delightful stories Devid Goodwin wrote —
there were scores of them. His first serisl, "The Boy Bergg—
owners ' eppeered in the Boys' Friemd in 1903.  When it wes
snnounced I wesn't impressed. "How's this new chep going tqg
get eny excitement out of ¢ berge?" I serid s0 myself. I wgs
soon converted, for it was pecked with thrills. It must
heve mede e hit, for it wes gquickly followed by "Gunfleet Jin
e yarn on similar lines, in the Boys' Resalm. Some yesrs
lster there wes snother one in the seme peper, 'Deve the
Bergeboy!' As e result of his first successes Devid Goodwin
wes kept busy for yeers on the Hermsworth papers, who epperent
1y hed scle right to his services. Some of my fevourite L
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never Devid Goodwin.,  Thure wes "Rejeh Dick" for instence,
his first for the Hoys' Fereld just after its stert. I still
remember the impatience with which two pels end myself weited
for the next instelment. Then » little loter in the seme
peper ceme two yerns of en entirely different type. "On
Turpints Highwey" 2nd '""The Black Mrsk".
A controst rgein — stories of mill life; ". Lenceshire
Led" (Boys' Reelm); "The Tier of the 1H11s", =nd "Cloglend"
(Boys® Hereld); '".en to Men" #nd "Schcol end 11" beth in
the "Boys' Friend". Stories superb, 211 of them, Thet next?
Way, school stories, top of the form school stories. ILike
Henry St.John with his St. Besils, David Goodwin hsd his
favourite seet of leerning, St. Simeons. It wes # more
stetely, more Eton-like plsce thon St.Besils, with o Cznon
for its Hved, :nd sons of eerls rnd dukes smong its residentsl
One recrlls nostelgicly, "Berredl", "Redcestle & Co. st
St. Simeons", "The Gypsy of St.Simeons", "The Honour of
St.Simeons", the first in the "Doys! Reslm", the others in
the "Boys' Frisnd", Other school stories by the industrious
euthor were "Forester of St. Osyths" (Boys Reclm)y "The Terror
of the Remove" end "The Czd of St. Corton's (Boys Herald).
- correspondent seid to me the other day, "Do you
remember Devid Goodwin's "Ifiddizs of the Feerless™ in the
Boys! Friend?" Do I? Rether! Why, I consider it one of the
finest scrizls ever to eppesr in e boys' peper, o rollicking
yern of the [dng's Nrvee as it wes at the time it wes written
It wes followed by "The Fool of the Nevy" which wrs # worthy
compsnion.
Other Goodwin-Tregellis stcries which come easily to
mind were "Jeck O' The Fens", "The House of Grrth", "Secret 1
of the Themes" snd "Jack 0' The Loom".

In sddition to 11 these stories for boys this prolific
enthor wrote seversl of "Answers" famous seriris. These we
later published in book form. He 2lso penned mumerous com-
plete stories for "Penny Pictoriel". For these sdult pepers
lhe wrote s John Goodwin.

Although Devid Goodwin smd John Tregellis were guilty of
few cliches or mennerisms which geve them awey I begen to go
the conviction they were one end the ssme, snd I wee elweys
the lock-out for clues. One dey I got one — like this.
Instead of the resl Christisn neme of the hero in = "Tregellid"
jptory, that of one in 2 Goodwin story sppesring in enother
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i prper et the scoe time hed slipped in #nd esceped the eegle
eye of the printer's reeder It hzdn't esceped the eye of
this evid resder, who didn't get peid for looking! In high
glee I wrote the editor of the "Buys' Friend", told him, snd
at the seme time geave him e list of the stories of the "two"
suthors I knmew from memory. Promptly ceme e reply seying
he had sent ry letter on to Devid Goodwin beceuse he hed
found it so interesting.

L few doys leter, to my delight, came 2 letter from
David Goodwin himself, signed with what I wes to leerm wes
his real nome - Sydney Gowing. It wea & breeszy, friendly
letter, one I treessured for yeers. Whet's more, with it he
gent #n sutogrephed copy of & book of his entitled "The House
of ierney". He told me, with & chuckle, thet it wea reelly
thet Boys'! Reelm serisl "Deve the Borge-boy" reheshed ¢ 1ittl
rnd given the dignity of stiff covers. It will have
sppeered on meny ¢ library shelf. TWho eeid "bloods'"!

somathing else he told me wes thet rnother book of his,
nf, Deughter in Revolt", under his resl neme wes being filmed
by Hepworth, the best British film compeny of the "gilent!
drys.

Now I rubbed my eyes et thet, for there wes o remerikable
coincidence sgbout it. Only & fortnight or so eerlier I hed
resd that very book. I confess it never dewned on me I wes
repding o story by my fevourite Devid Goodwin, but in the
micdle of it I hed excloimed to myself, "iy wordl this story
would meke o jolly good film." Strengely enough, when it
did rercch the cinemes I never sew it.

I wes once told David Guodwin wes ¢ men of smple zirth.
If thet wes so it wesn't becruse he wes idle. T belicve,
too, he was in # position to be zble to spend e guod deal of
his time yachting — end writing for boys for plessure. Some
yeers 2go I heard he was in Kenye.

I wonder if he is still elive. I hope so, for to me he
wee King of scriel story writers in the days of my youth,
end I like to think thet such men ere still with us.

WLNTED: Boys Journels, Nos 1,2,3,4. 68,69,72. Boys Friend
33 Librery, Nos. 2,5,7,8,10. 196,595. 1d I'srvel No. 393.
For ixchenge, Boys Own 3d Librery, Nos. 4,14,24,67,70,75,78.
T. Blight, Constentine Bey, St.lerryn, Padstow.
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OLD T0YS' BOOK BLUD
London Section. Blockhesth. October 21st.

4 ne. venuc with the populer Defcons #s the hosts and
the high stendsrd of mcetings fully meintained snd the
sverege cttendence wull up to stenderd, viz.24, what more
cen be srid?  Bhoirmen Len opened with o few congretulatory
remfrks to the hosts snd then the formal business wes soon
ably dealt with. . postel msmbers' bellot was then held
end the fortunste members were J.Ireldi, Rt.Nicholls, "}.Orr,
=nd H.Price. Books will be sent to them s3 scon s8 aveil-
ablc. Refreshments were then token, s very fine spreed,
rnd then © very intelligent quiz, composed by ion Deecon,
wes won by C.lWright with Cliff "ellis second and Bob Thiter
third. The Elininsztor gquiz fcllowed, key word Pedro, end
this was won by the two stalwerts Bob Thiter snd Len Peckmanj
with Eilcen Reymolds third. A teem quiz wes then held end !
some very intelligent questions end ensvers were given.
Future good things to come are trlks on Gwyn Fvrns by ws..lfg,
"The Bullseye" by Bob "hiter, end "The Victurisn pPepers" by
Cc.iright. Jfter the trlks it is intended tc hrve o quiz on
the subjects deelt with. There will be readings by R.Jenkihs
#nd Bob Whiter zlso to come, st the next two meetings which
will be held £t Fume House on November 18th rnd “Tood Green
on December 16th. any nember who requires copics of the
Skilton and I'endevill: bocks including the ".utobiography"
'ere csked to contoct me. nd so snother poericd of "Heppy
Hours" terminated ond it wee well pleyed everybody.

B I JUON G. "THITER

OLD BOYSY BOOK CLUB
Yorthern Section I'eeting. Oct.13/51

It wes good to heve Reg, Hudson presiding from the sterd
egein in that pettern for all cheirmen way of his. There r
| wes & formideble counter sttraction in Leeds with the T.V.
i show £t the Theotre licyal. Despite thet we had on sttendenck
lof 15, one being o new member, Joseph Owens, to whom Reg.
{ extended 2 heerty welcome.
' The minutes of last meeting were reed snd pessed withoud
di-cuaalon. Gerry 4illiscn nroduced figures to show the
TR . Ho ven refe
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I’_].ibra.qr -/#8 still flourishing. He th.n referred feelingly
| to the lemcnted deeth of John Medereft, soying whet = grest
help he had been in supplying just the pPapers required for
the library. 4 resolution expressing the sympathy of the
neeting with irs. Ifederaft, herself en invelid, wes then
passed.

The Christmes Perty, to be arrenged for Dccember 8th, w
then referred to. On this occesion it is hoped to have a
"knife end fork tea" os we sey in Yorkshire. Members
present were urged to let the secretary know in good time if
they intend to be present. Lbsent members please note, too
It was o grand occasion lest yesr. Help to meke it equally
6o this coming one - the more present the merrier.

I followed with cn eccount of oy London trip end my
visit tc Frank Richeards. 5

Then came two novel features. The first wes "uny Quesj
tions?" Here Reg invited someone to ssk e question - on eny
topic. Followed ¢ discussion in which 21l could join in.
Ther¢ were plenty of questions end quite heerty debete though
inevitebly we found ourselves drifting on to our perticular
hobby.

Sccond feature was £ new kind of quiz, compiled by
Cheirmen Regz. From "Billy Bunter's Postel Order™ he had
selected some short sentences, the remarks of 15 different
cheracters. These were reed out one by one =#nd the com—
petitor hed to try and decide who hzd seid them. Tt proved
very interesting. The youngest member present, Keith Knighy
cene out the winner with twelve — & very good effort.

Altcgether a very pleasant evening wes spent.

Next lMeeting: Seturdey, November 10th, 6.30 p.m.

And to repeat - Christmos Party, December 8th.
“H. LCKENDY,
Northern Section
Correspondeng

Report of the September 17th Meeting
of the 0.5.B.C. "MIDLAND ENTHUSIASTSY

Lipulogies for ebsence were received from Allen Fletcher
who W cre sorry to hear is ill, snd the Rev. Wilson gf

Lichfield.
Twenty-three of us were presemt st this — our seventh |
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leeting since our insugurstion lest pril. ifter the
rinutes end Correspondence had been resd, the Chairmen
ennounced thet owing to hesvy pressure of his endless
duties, the Rev. L. Pound had reluctently relinquished his
office of Club Tressurer, snd Wormsn Gregory hed teken over.
Mr. Pound of course remeins e full }fember of the Club.
after Normen had given his financisl statement, members
were urged by the Secretsry to subscribe to the "Collectors'
Digest". It wes pointed cut to them whet en importent 1link|
between Collcctors of Old Boys' Pepers this grend negrzine
is. Ls the "Twenty Questions" session was so popular lest
time, we hed enother, end & tesm of lessrs. Ceroline Scott,
Mrs. Devey, Normen Gregory snd Yours Truly; Objects like
D'ARCY'S MHONOCIE, I'RS. KiBBIE'S C.T, DU. LOCK'S SCCKS, cte.
were scon dispemsed with. Then Jack Corbett, who hed bzen
+question mester" handed over to Mr. Devey; snd the rest
of the liecmbers hed e go at objects 1like BUNTTER'S STICKY
POCKITS; PLDRO - SEXTON BL XE'S DOG, etc.

in enccursging number of pcople ordercd a copy of the
"Complete List of lirgnet Titles" price one shilling esch.
These =re being prepered by our Cheirmen. Sterting next
month we ere holding our Mectings in new querters, namely
THE TOVNSEFD CLUB, 65 CFURCH STREET, BIRMINGH.M 3. Our
first meeting in our new "R.G" will be on October 29th, #nd
by unenimous vote we are sterting healf en hour esrlier, ot
7-30 p.m. ouldn't it be grond if we had some leeding
}.GNET personality like Mr. Chepmen to visit us.

e ere now enrolling Postal Members et 12/6 per yaer.
If you'we interested r£nd cen't ettend our Meetings, join cur
Postel Membership list now, end be well informed, snd well
served.

The last item of the meeting wes the Seles Teble, end
it's o funny thing - no mrtter whet books we put on show,
it's #lweys the MIGNET in greetest demend.

Cheerio Everybody,
P. L. MELLOR, Sccretery.

0.B.3.C. (Merseyside Section)
Ineugurel meeting £t "feterloc House, 7 Crosby Iiced,
South, Liverpool 21, on Sundey Scptember 30th, 1951.
after the objects ete. of the club were explrine?, it wes
unenimously decided to cerry on with the project, omd a




Tj]-,uix-r:amu. &nd secretery w.re clected, thuse being Don .ebster
rnd Frenk Cese respuctively. Tieys and merns were then dis—
cussed, including e propesel to institute en edvertising
cempeign in the local press, end it is hoped to get a good
response by mesns of this publicity. After psrteking of
refreshments — generously provided gretis by Mrs. obster —
e brisk trede wes done in the librexy, rnd it wes finelly
srrenged to hold the next meeting et the sbove sddress on
Sundey, October 28th. Proceedings were on o most friendly
end informel besis, which sugurs well for the future.
Present Zdne idervyn, Jim Teleh, Peter Webster,
G. Simpson, Itey Brown, G. Horton, Don “chster (chairmen)
end Frenk Cese (secretery).

(Heilt rerseyside! sy your numbers quickly grow.
H.L.

U.GENTLY '..NTED Nslson Lee Libreries 0l1d Series 1915-1920
Wumbers 1,4,6,7,11,12,14,15,16,17,22,27,30,31,34,40,42,46,
49,50,51,53,59,60,62,64,65,66,67,68,69,T1,72,73,75,76,78,82,
84,85,86,88,92,102,105. I em willing to pey eny price for
these or will exchange 0l1d Serles Nalson Lees et tha rote of
3 issues for eech one of shove Nos. I heve some 400 issues
for exchenge; also ¢m prepered to exchenge Union Jacks,
before 1925, and firat old series Sexton Blokes from my own
collection for eny of above issues. J.R. Murtsgh,

509 Selwood iiced, Eestings, New Zeslend.

following - Magnets, T769-T73 inc.; 7763789;811-864-65;9173
Gems, 604; 815-18 inc.; 864. I will send ycu (in sdvence)
any TWO of the following - Megnets, 575,593,594,765,845,851,
863,875,929-30,932-36 inc. Gems 862,1297,1365-66, 1397-8-9.
For 5.0.L. 202 I offer No.59 (CGreyfrisrs) Or will buy eny
wanted Nos. listed for cesh. Heve elso leter nos. for
exchange with similar. TWrite to Jes. Welsh, 345 Stenley R4
Kirkdale, Liverpool 20.

ULNTED: Gems @and Meinets up to Nos. 1200. S.0.L's, Champion
Iibraries snd 4d Boys' Friend Libraries. Send lists with
prices to C.a. %verett, Box 7, Brinkworth, South .ustralie.
WLNTED: Pink Union Jeck, Boys Friend Libraries conteining

sturies by Sidney Drew snd Herry T. Johnson. State price
Eggﬁged. Frenk Willison, 6 Meredith Street, Credley Heeth,
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HiMTITONL.NS! INCIULLSE YOUR COLLICTION! For any ONE of thy
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TPE NILSON LET COLULET

Commmicaticns ‘to Robert Blythe,
46 Carleton Rd., Hollowey, Iondon, N,7.

This month we welcome to the Colum my old friend
Cherlie Wiright with sn erticle on the Nslson Lee 28 he
remembers it. fs 2 lover of cld boys' books his testes
renge over e very wide field, whether comics or .ildines,
Sexton Blake or Nelson Lee. St. Frenks or the Hamilton
achools, he is equelly st home with them s8ll.

So, gentlemen, pray silence for Charles.

TECUGHTS ON THE NoLSON LUE LIBR .
By C. Yiright
Librery vak §E3E 18 Pgtopolesrned Eresking ov.the Nplegn, e
thirty yeers.

I first be.en buying it when the detective stories were
running, #nd some fine series were published, especinlly
those decling with the Green Triengle, the circle of Terror,
end Jim the Penmen. The first copy I cen remember buying
was called, I think, "Monn the Miser'". Iventuelly it wes
enncunced that Lee and Nipper were lesving Greys Inn Road
end the homely Mrs. Jones end were gouing to St.Frenks Ccllegd
os linster znd pupil, to escipe the sattentions of e Chinese
tong. This seemed to me then @8 & good ides, 2nd wos cer-
teinly a chenge from the ususl run of detective toles, not
reclising of coursc thzt the Lmelgemerted Press were cbout to
chenge it intc what wes virtuslly ¢ school ysrn in the seme
style ¢8 the Mrgnet end Gem, “hen I realised thet St.Frenks
hed coms tc stey snd Nelson Lee ond Nipper had become perme—
nent inmetes, I wes not so sure sbout cerrying on with it.
But it must be sdmitted thet Bdwy Searles Brooks worked the
chenge cver very cleverly, end in e very short spree of time
his cherecters were srriving ot the school et o grest rote
end I found myself liking the stories more =nd mcre until I
wes rlmost es setisfied with it »8 I wes with the liagnet end
the Gem.

I cen vividly remember the arrivel of Reggic Pitt whe
tarough his bed weys wes speedily nicknrmed the ‘Serpent",
but he sfterwerds reformed end becrie mor: or less » model
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charecter. The irotwood Twins ond hhe Colomel Clinton seriep
come res.ily to wmind. The kysterious X series, the villein
of the piece turning out to be # lordly sixth former,Frinton,
I think his name was. Then smong msny others came Mason
the "Boy from Bermonds:y" which stories afterwerds led to ong
of lir. Brooks' famous holidays ebroed series, of which he
efterwerds wrote so meny, snd it must be confessed thet al-
though many of us now think thet 8 grest number of these
series were fer-fetched, — at that time we devoured them with
absorbing interest, for if there wes one thing that E.S.B.
could dc well it wes spinning en interesting yarn celculeted
to hold & boy's interest.

He certeinly produced meny fine charscters emong whom
were Fetty Little, 7illy Hendforth end Archie Glenthorne, the
1est nemed being one of my fevourites, being very reminiscent
of P.G.Vodehouse. He olso had his rivel school, the "River
House", and =zlso ¢ girls' school, but in my opinion this was
overdrewn (I hope thet this does not bring the wreth of
ir. Blythe down upon my hesd). However, on looking beck et
the Nelson Lee Library through edult eyes it scems thet
kr. Brooks did & very fine job to keep it going #s long ga
he did, because on Lditorisl orders , as he ggsured us, he
hed to turn e detective weekly into a school weckly with the
detective element nesrly olweys present, end when we remember
thet he wes sntering e field eslready catcred for since 1908
by thet school-story genius Mr. Frenk Richards, wuc cen see
thet his task was by no meens &n e£sy OnNc. He mede £8 meny
of his cherecters as different as possible from Greyfriars
end St.Jizd (no easy job this) snd trying to meke the school
end the etmosphcre seem different by such slizht differences
es & triengle instead of the universel "qued", letters on thg
study doors instead of figures rt leest in the eerly yarms,
rnd elso the very breezy style of Lee us & moster, Compare
if you cen Mr. Lee with ur. Quelch! end of course the con-
troversisl holidey stories. Some of these were very
stertling snd would compere with some of the fontestic
fiction of todey, but they were none the less interesting
beceuse of thet. jnother difference wes thet Edwy Seerles
Srooks seldom introduced form rcom scenes in his stories.
Some people egreed with the policy end some didn't. I think
he wes wise in this case #8 Fronk Richerds excelled in such
scenes end I don't think E.S.B. weuld have compered favour-

ably.
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In gy humble opinion the old series wes by frr the best,
the first new ssries not quite so good, Thet heppened after
thet I don't know becsuse I stopped buying it towerds the
close of the first series, only rezding sn odd copy now end
then efterwerds, It hes been strted more thon once thet most
of lir. Brooks' cheracters were imitations of Mr. Richerds!
creetions, Hendforth in particuler. It would eppeer et
first thet he was # cherp imitetion of the mighty Eorece Coker
of the Greyfriers Fifth, but it scon beceme opparent thet this
was not the case. Fatty Iittle wes quite different from allj
the other fat boys, end7illic Handforth end Lrchie Glenthornel
were ebsolutely originel cherecters. Two cherecters who it
must be sdmitted were copies were Umlosi #nd Lord Dorrimore,
both these worthies being teken from Lobengu #nd Sir Richerd
Losely in the "Union Jeck" Librery, but that is of little sig—
nificence s Lebengu wes probebly pinched from Rider Haggerd's
Umslopogeas.

The pocket size cf the Nelson Lee wes also on rdventege
in my schoclboy opinion ¢s it ewould be reed st school some-
times end it did not get creesed fcross the middle es so many|
of the lorger papers did, the grerstest offender being the old
green Boys' Friend which often ceme to one in swop with the
centre flmost oblitereted through being olded so much to fit
schoolboy pockets.

The Nelscn Lee in commen with the Mrgnet ren en insert
"Nipper's lisgezine" which wes quite 2 good production, com-
paring favourably with the Greyfriars Hereld insert. Its
culoured covers stuod cut teo fuong weny other boys' pepers
in newsagents' shops much to its edventrge, end I think I cenl
safely say thot some of the illustrstions of colleges end
buildings by Bristow were superb, but I rsm sfrrid not rll
N«lson Lee ertists did justice to the stories in the letter
deys of the Nelson Lee.

Wel} chums, these fre just idle thcught -n en old book
thet hes given me much plessure in the deys of my youth (I
heve to keep untangling the pen fron my beerd), end ere not
written to cruse rny controversy, but emyone who feels like
pulling the gbove epistle to pi-ces cen commnicete with
¥r. Blythe who will cheerfully fill his column with comments
ebusive or otherwise.

From letters received it seems thet my quiz lest month
went down gquite well, so I think I'1l repeet the mixture.
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any of you who got them ell correct lest month cen con-—
gretulate yourselves, for you certeinly know your Nelson Lee
Library. Of these who wrote to me, Ron Burrow of Lecds wes
the only one to get 1l ten correct. They must heve been
eesy for him as he wes not long in supplying the snswers.
Watch out this time, Ron. I'm out to stump you.

First, ticugh, hcre sre the enswers:—
1) The Professor. 2) Capt. Bertrem Glenthorne, R.A.F. Archief
hrother. 3) augustus Hert, Timeothy Tucker {voth intr. in the
Boys' Reelm). 4) Zemobu. 5) Maneger of Onions Circus and,
pesse Love's uncle. 6) It wes sunk et see off Cerstowe efter
being carried there on two barges. The whole contraption
being known as Hendforth's ark, @s releted in the "Flood"
Scries. 7) Monkhouss. 8) "4 kod of Iron", 0.5. No.436.
9) "The Ivory Scekers", 0.8. No.1l05. 10) When th:re were onl
two houses, the spsce between them wes & Triengle. HOWEVET,
#ith the eddition of the Eest, West end School house it
chenged to that of e quedrangle. But it had been known #8 @
triengle for so long thet no-cne could get used to celling it
#the Qued", sad so the old name stuck

Richt. Here we go with some more.
1) Which of Brooks! cherscters were eddicted to gquoting from
the clessics at cvery opportunity? 2) Nemo the most femous
occupier of the posts of Librerien ond curstor of the school
miseum. 3) Who wes King Jasper? 4) Who wes once on the
verge of brain-fever through over-studying sstronomy?
5) What wes the title of the first Jim the Penmen story?
6; Tho bought Fermer Folt's ferm for & purpose other then |
ferming? 7) Who wes hr. Stenluy Webb, .nd whet wes his fate
8) Which Third Former wes known 28 "Soppy"? 9) Thire is ‘
pellton's Bend? 10) .nd now for e tour rcund St.Freoks.
Don't get lost! Go through the main gete end turning helf
right crouss the Trinegle to Ecst arch. Through the erch and
keeping the Modern House to your left £11 the time, circle
the building until you errive et the main door of the Modern
House . elk streight aheed keeping the School House on your
right until you reach the Tower et the end of the Ancient
House. Turn left end welk ecross Tjest Square. When you
reech the tower et the end of ‘lest House keep on pgst it end
turn left imm.distely. That building is mow stending in
front of you?

[

as 18 ss ws
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Fin:lly, #8 I don't think th.re'll be room for the
titles, here is this month's quote of scrials.
lst New Series
No's 62-66. Pucking Up 01d Algy.

1 67-72. Trockett Grim's Grestest Case.
w  73-77. Pride of the Circus.
v  78-8l. Joker Jones' Legecy.

All these sre by Brooks under the names of Archie
Glenthorne, Hendforth, Willy Hendforth “/illiem Nepolecon
Brown. )

No's B82-95. Sons of Speed, by .lfred Tdgar.
" . 96-109. The Aiir Prtrol, by George Rochester.

(Reprinted in Boys' Friend 4d. Lib. Ho.282)
" 110-130. The Cruise of the Blue Bird, by Coutts Brisben
(Rep. B.F. 4d. Lib. 2nd Ser. No.241)
" 131-145. Thet's Trong vith the Rovers? by ledley Scott
(iep. B.F. 4d. Lib., 2nd Ser. No.273)
L 146-159. Hivels of the Blue Crusaders, by ©.S5. Brooks.
(Rep. B.F. 4d. Lib. 2nd Ser. No.277)

€ .

TANTED: Gems (1932-40), Lees, Boys' Rerlus (New Ssries)
7nd S.0.L. (St.Jims end Rookwood). .. S. Modheson,
11 aekergill Street, 'iick, Coithness, Scotlend.

VANTED: Gems, clean condition, Nos. 1232, 1238, 1249,
1251-52, 1254-55, 1271, 1273, 1275, 1277-81, 1283-86,
1297-98. M. Eutner, 4 New North Plece, Scrutton,Street,
Finsbury, London, I.C.2. .

WANTED: MAGNETS and GEMS, 1930-1935. Will buy
or exchange for Magnets, Gems, Iees, S.0.L. or
B.F.L. T.Hopperton, Courtlands, Fulford Road,
Scarborough.

HAVE YOU ORIERED YOUR ANNUAL YET?
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|
o aton Sli:e shorics |
Tn the course of resding the Sexton 3lolie sborius
of the pest thirty years, T hove often vondered at S0t

of the actions of the Lditor nnd authors the vorious |
|
|

Tleke prpers; co I am submitting those -
sditor of Hlukiana in the hope that renders of thot ;
con answer Iy guericss Thmen comniling = list of S.32.1L.
reorinted stories T camo to one, fo. 116 (2nd scries)
nhe Creat runk lystery" the auwthorship of -hich puzzlci
me. ‘Tho resrint is over tic nrrme of liylton Uregory, but
;0Q by the Lditor for reprinling |
5, rrincipally of iI. fregory ill.
his vork, it festurcs Insnictor)
: 2l Yerd.men, Ins ccyor Roliiigs. |
The strvle is not unlike t. .t of iiecha:l Poole in his 1
seheol stories -~ he did write onc or twm Blako storioes,
but T've iind no chrnce to comparc one of thesze vith "o i
l
1
i
E

Creat Trunk yst ayt.

Arother story, the authorship of vhich ig sonothing
of a mystory is l'o. 78 (71d serics) "ho hilled Carson's
in 2ll tho lists I have secn it is nseribed to Allan Sloir
but tho atyle of vwiting is nothing like Jlair's, it is
mero lik. thet of WAll amivrroy (emydon. The yorn
fontures Inspeetor Uovtts vay prominently (w cl

hat Allen Bleir never used in any of his othe

o ydon for thot motter)s T em vondering

if it ~ws sterted by Hobort iiwray (Coubts boing o sreat
favourite of his) and finished by his frthor Lurray craydon
It is posciblcy for Robert 'mis often in very bad health
-d it is roosonablo to imngine thot his fathor aclpod hin
to kcop a publicetion date by comnleting tle storye.
strongely onough it vms vrition at the saro p xriod gg th &
ill-fated 1.t story of :urrny's vonfoderation sericse l-

v storics,

then the ALP. started to reprint rlorics in tho 5. 7.L
thoy did seme & rangs thingsa. Onc story
of the rod Ruby" by lylton Cregory is
aarly Le: J~ckson story "“Tho iied =~
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both vorsions the Je kson croation, Loon Kostrol, is in
ovidencie why ho 'msn't given crodit for his own work is
n-rd to undorstand, ospceinlly as mmcersus storive apm arod
in tho third scrics ova his nomes Perhaps that ic +hy hd
gtertcd writing frosh storiest

ponald Stuart wrote a large nuaber of storics for th
Se De Lo during tho 1930's but at loast tio that were
publishod as boing by him are roprints of corly first scrigs
storics by Androv Surrcye Tho storics concanod aroe Noe
675 "Tho Purmosc Daggor" (orizinal 3oe 102 - lst sorics),
and los 708 "The Scerot of tho Hilk" (original llos 63 firg
scrios)e Yot an carly reprintod vork by Androvw Lurray, i’.!-:j
556 "Tho Frotol Murtuno" vas published undor tho correct
authorshipa Sturt had onother story Mo. 732 (2nd sorios
wryenty Voars o f lato" published as by him, thisims, in
point of fact a roprint of an carly iark Osborno offorte

in ovon streongor caso of crediting onc author with
~nothors torkoccurrod "with Hoe 734 "The Riddlc of Doad iianis
Tay" by John Ge Brondon; this “ms an nlmost vord for vord
roprint of inrk Ostornc's story "Doad ian's Bay" thich
gpneerod as Hoe 358 of tk 2nd soricss Tho roason for thg
chang of auhors is obsewro, bocnusc other Osborne storicy
wore boing roprintod atthe sama poricd under his we own
nexce

Tz authors of nnny of the corly Union Jock storics
e¢nn be rocopgnised by the choracters introduccd into tham,
but tios iloe 956 afhrostoned by Three" ond os 969 'In
Loagurc Against Him" both introduce Zonith, Kostrdl, and
‘mi Ling ~nd ig not so onsy to crodit to the right cuthore.
Tt gortoinly isan't Ge He Tocd, as tho clmracter of "a Ling
in theso tivo storics has not the slightost rusamblnncoe to
that portrayod in his nony storics of M Linge The
~uthor is probebly Lowis Jaockson, but it i3 possible that
Jockma ond Anthony Skone ecolleboratcd for these tio yomasd

“fien the first of o now Rexanc scrics appared in
"Deteotive Jockly", with Roxano in partnorshop with the
ero-kod Dre Svenson, against Sexton Bloke; it scomod as if
a grond sorics of storios, in the old Teed naimer, woro in
prospocte This ves not to bo, nsy aftor threo very good
talos, tho sorics fizzZled out <Ath the pesition o £ Roxane
1cft in the cire Tas this beesuce dho folled +to appoal 1d
{4l1c nowor ro~dors of D' Or bocaiso of tho wtindy
4h of Tood? If it -ns the lotdor roasen thon vho +rotd

i e s e e i e S S
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i s thit o mred over his naac in lcotor numboera? |
fﬁﬁftﬁﬁ; no.],"t'-}:.y lﬁon—-:’,l;ﬂ:o oncs. In foect only onc Bluake
story supnosedly Wy Ted apnoered ;:i“bcz‘_‘thc_lz:%wﬂgxunoi ;

this wms fo. 101 "Tho Lystory of the Girl in Zluc ". en '
inclined to thiik myself th-t the scri?s ms cutg:f by tho |
author's donth and thet the lator r:tar:.o_a wiero cithor the
.ork of AsPe stoff writors, or x:;;‘o x}:;pr:.n‘ts g“f.oaﬂgrt work
w T os "Tho Thrillor'e This poin

3&%"%333?1“?3 apg]z;;b;;g -.}110 heg cellcetions of %oth

"Thrilloars" and Jotoctive Tooklios.

TIZ EilDa
el e S Ll e R e Tl Rl

W URZER 03 TUE PORTSIONTI ROAD"

. Doos this t241lc striko o chod in your momory? If
not let mo oxplain thot it oo the title o f the onc nud
only Sexton Blrko grrrwphonc rccords For yeors nobhody
Tca bien o ive wueh iafcmaotior his di
B S sl fifyatian op s gl Tub
forturcs a quito thrilling Jleke advonturo with thc fomous
arthivr Tentnor toldng tho port of ths ion from Baker
trecte I m suwe s11 Eake fans vho heve o gravophone
<-auld lile teo hoor thi s rocording :nd sc T ALl Corm
avone intory ted that I shall s:m by  Ble to supnly
eenivs ot 12/6¢ encha Plerse uso the order form Selove

[ seesseeCOPI S QF TIL. S5X G 3L30J (730 CPHOML

W T3 PO UOUTI ROCDY RO CUICH T ok

i
DReeasssssassnssssanss

B

DO 0T DI83 TUTS MUALLY fRAID OF OROUNITYILL
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SEXTON 3L TS IX THL SIVARIIAT LRA. oy TALTZR 'IiBDe

Ghapter Tivoe
H~ving afforded this brief glinmpso into the carcer of
onc of Soxbon Dlake's nost popular o.rly -ritor's, lot me
rotire Ceeil Heytor to tlhe bockground -nd imtroduce thero-
fror: another intceresting porsonality from tho Bloke ronkse
In 1606 thoro adparcd on tho beokstalls, the first
novel by an author tho, sonc tuenty yoears lotor, was to
beeoire onc of tho grpding band of Sexton Blcke writerse Ho
‘ng the 29 yvoor old Lodbroke Jlack, ‘ho, on coning to
London in 1899, hclp sovercl cditorinl posts befrore ariting
nig first long novcle This rvos entitled "The iwntlo of
#c mpreror" ond ~ms writton in collaborotion wdth tho
thon unknoim, Irish born Robort Lynd, lator to bocoue
1litcrary cditor to the micws Chroniclo"s Ledbroke Black
followed this up in the =io yeor +dith o moval callod "Tic
Zagles”e T-o of his psoudonyns wore Puul Urqubart znd
Lionol Daye 3orn in Burloy~in-Uhorfedecle on the 21lst
June 1877 ho ms not, purheps, nuwongst the nost popular
fryouritcs of Blako fiction, naverthcloss ho vas a vory
good novelict, and, ot lenst ow of his craaticne - tho
man ‘Ath the swerdstick, othorviso iire Prcody tho voodon
faced solicitor-dotoetivo, 4ll long be renaberod as ono
of tho noat popular and unusuanl e¢harcceters in crine fiction
Lo dbrok o Jlock, “ho introduccd Preed into o fow of
his Tinks storics, died on the 2%h Julr 1940 =t tho =go of
63 ycorse Long -=lks by the soa -oro his espueial delight
end, bosides ronding ho tok a gront intcrost in boxinge
™o begimtiing of tho yoor 1907 sew tho introduction,
for the first tino, of those vory attractivo clnractors,
Lobengu the Zulu and Sire Richard Lo wly KeCuaBe in a yorn
wckdmit the title of vhich has alrecdy bem givona Thoso
drnyactors enjoyoed o long run in the pageso £ tho old Ulda
and long eftor tio decth of thdr creator thore "ms still a
pursistont donard for thoir re-imtroduction. This, on
catod, rosultod in the publiceiion of somo of tho
iccn y-rms ovor to cppear in tho papore
end of the = rrdimm ora, the
ro fostly -rittn by "h. lurr
In an sffiec in &
1 out pri.ctically wory -

r
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aracooagy quito good inconas; only ot rorc
y r ~Titors got o lock ine Thon we hod o
taste of “liot chor honds could do for Blnke, und, as a
chonge fron tho Graydon=Darren technique, " ernjoyod (nmoro
or lessi) the latost efforts of such cuthors ag Honry St.
John, Jinxwoll Scott, Arthur S, llurdy, Ceeil ilnyter, Sidncy
Drowy biork Osbarne and savoral othorse Sonme of tlr storicsg
written cbout this tino wore, franXly, poor stuff, <writh
jurray CGraydon rosponsidblo for a long string o7 than, A4
good author -t his bost, 'Tl.% iale tho going vory heavy
for his readors when in indifferont nooda His trouvblo wms
that he, as with Danrran slso = thouvgh to a lozacr oxtont,
attaiptod too much. Tou ermiot do good work in o huwry,
and it vas protiy obviocus ot tines that Craydon hed rushod
Lies story through in corder to ot on =ith othor worlk,
reaulting in an atnesplicro of staloness, ihich, celinging to
a goed deal of his work, tondod to doeroasc tho rondors
interest in tho plot. Sevorcl cuthors have beca accusced of
proscnting Scxton Dliko os seno sort of swcr-non, both
pentally and physienlly; but ne sueh criticign could bo
levallod npninsgt e Lurray Graydons Radter the reverso
in fi¢t, for in his heanda 3lpke 1ms a vory ordincry
individual, and, in tho physic:l senso, tarny tincs herdly o
pateh for the ercok charneters of tho nuthors concoptiona -
Another foult of liwrrsy traydon's wms thot he ‘tonded to
overstross the sentinertel situntiona in his story = they l
wore siblly andiuch too prolonged in ®uic cnses, vhilst his b

s 2. s s {
cronturas, ~nd for this ronson, whiclly afsint- cesting tyn oo

Chrpter SIX will omporr in Jonunry,

"OONITS3I0NS OF A CRILE LOVER®
o Tovorio on Soxton llnko

is the titlc of o fortheoming rrticle by IMIC F.YT.
Alco on tho 1oys= "Tho Di ing Yronesrn

»oaew short aridielo by Bonjradin “hitcra
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L4 ROMID CABLE.

I Mod hoped to ho able to givs you norc &finite
inferivtion re the forming of the Soxton 2loke eircle (or
confodor ton = og you =41l) this menth but pl".n., are
not yot quite ready eond -dth all tho vork geing on in
othar directions I an doubtful if wc ecca roclly mot going
on this schane until tho Hew Yoare lovrover, o #v lotters
of imtorcst hove cone aleng wdith quits a fow suggestions
-1iigh -4ll hove to bo considored defore e can sond out
e full schomo for “our approvel, so I hopco you vwill be
potiont for o litilo -hilos Aftcar =21l, +xc hopco this
Blako eirelo te be sonwthing of o econercte ond losting
n-turo and coch idoa anl sugrosticon will havo 1o bo 'e Ty

srofully considorode Enough to add at tiv wouont tho
I L othit our fird nouting i1l bo chout Enstor of
1952 Jl bodng volle

aotliar nev friond arrived in tho cirele last rnionth
ondy to ny Cclight, lives in a noighbo J.ring tomn to
Jordiff. For tho first tine I haove lnd the groot thrill
of nocting = kcuwl Blako adniror within o fowr vieks of
first contict. :Te Co Dovios of 54, ~tonn Rocd,
iarbleos, Swenseca is tho naie. Tolcoric i.pe Dovics ond
ney you long combinuo to be vih us in tho wnjoyuunt of
cur ovn cspeeinl sleuth. .re Dviis is hoping to foru a
colleeticn of S.3.Ls fror ths 2nd sorios, so if any of
you have any ¢unliertos for sidle wdill you plaise contret
hine

I hop- anyono imtercotod will t:-ko the ovortunity
of ebisining onz of tho Bleko roeords cmotnewl on
azother Dagos Whis i3 o rore itnend I doudbt if o
21211 have the onrortunity to got thon agnine Sut
plesso note thot the ond of Docember will W tho findd
dot o of rucoiving ordorse *

Ch:crio for nove
"J‘imiaf—c;f ?‘mbL
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