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BILL MARTIN

of 93, Hillside, London N.W,10
offers the following for Sale, Also, to all this
Xmas - CHEREY wishes - and MERRY days.. - o

Gem 197 The Ghost of St.Jims; Gem 302 The Mystery
of the Painted Room; Gem 407 The Station Holiday;
3d Gem 42 Figgins Fig Pudding; #d Gem 37 Tom Merrys
Christmas; Gem 93 The Terrible 3's Xmas Party; Mag-
net 253 Drummed out of Greyfriars; Magnet 200 Win-
sates Folly; Magnet 357 The Beturn of the Prodigal;
Plucks Vol.5. 626-651, 26 copies one Xmas Double
Number, mostly school stories some written by Chas.
Hamilton featuring St.Jims. Plucks Vol.10, 276-300,
School Stories by Jack North featuring Haygarth,
Complete stories. Two Bound Vols, of the Gem 1221
1245, 1246-1271, Also a goodly supply of Magnets |
and Gems from 1916-1940. Four Bound Vols.Collectors
Digest 1-48, also loose copies. Four Bound Vols.
Oollectors Digest Annual, also loose copies. Two
Bound Vols. Story Paper Collector 1-43. One Bound
Vol.Collectors Miscellany 1-20, also loose copies.
22 Vola.1920-41 Greyfriars Holiday Annuals, also
odd Vols. 25 copies complete Set earlier Reprints
Nelson Iee 1933, 1-25. 3rd Series, also 200 copies
01d Series 4-550. 150 copies Sexton Blake Iibrar-
ies, lst Series; 50 copies 2nd Series; 200 copies
3rd Series. 20 copies Boys Friend Iibraries 1lst
Series, 200 copies 2nd Series. First 66 consecut-
ive copies Aldine Publications, Dick Turpin 1902
Iibraries, less 56, 62, 64, Mint condition, hand-
somely illustrated. 34 Pluck 212 Xmas double Num-
ber, The Stolen Dispatches featuring Nelson Iee
17/12/1898, Marvel Vol.ll, Ko.48 The Accusing Shad-
ow, featuring Sexton Blake, Both complete stories,
2,10.94, ang very rare copies, Flucks 421-510 con-
secutive, featuring William Spearing, famous Scot-
1and Yard Detective. Plucks also Xmas Double Nos.
64 pages, 107, 159, 211, 262, 315, Sports Librar-
jes 292-297. Dreadnoughts 13@-159 both numbera in-
clusive, the only 24 copies in this. Publication
that featured Greyfriars Sehool - mint condition.
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DECEMBER 1951
Editor, Miscelleneous Section
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Excheange,
c/o Centrel Registry, Northern Commend, York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S CH.IR

"ishing 211 our reeders a2t home end

overseas =z Heppy Christmes and
8 Prosperous New Year

An Eventful Five Yeers: Once sgein we've reached the end ot
s volume - 1'm getting used to seying thst now. I remember
when the letters sterted to come in in response to No.l ome
of the first contuzined & subscription for six months. I seil
to myself & little fearfully, "I hope I shan't have to send
him eny of it beck." Tiell, thet trustful friend hed more
faith in the success of the little megazine then I hed, ond
it's great to think he will soon be getting the issue mumberd
ten times six.

At the end of eech volume I like to look back. This ye wr|
there's Been storm s well s sunshine, nevertheless we rerch
the end with colours flying.

There trouble wes concerned I refer, of course, to the
alarming incresse in cost of production, which geve us no
option but to increase the price of our little megezine. Only
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| two subscribers dropped out w8 @ consequence, convincing proof
f1 think, of the effection with which the C.D. is held. "/e !
Ihpvg lost ¢ few others for verious rersons, two unfnrtuxmtely,
iJohn Medersft and .. J. Cruse, £t the hend of the.Grest R@F‘pel‘.
jon the other hemd we heve geined meny new friends, with o grin
.m circuletion. |
i Once ggrin thire were meny outstending events. in ey i
' the happy oceesion when the parent Club in London welcomed i
| nembers of Northern. Then the impressive stert of the lidlend
[CIu‘n under the .nterprising cheirmenship of Jack Corbett, !
Jfolleweﬂ by others et Liverpool £nd in ‘ustrslis; all likely
i to Tecome gretifying successes. Isn't it m'*rv'ellous when you
,th nk of it?
i we've slsc had four Exhibitions - et Vewcostle, Geteshhsd,
iBrgd“ord end Scarbtorough. I'm writing before ne.s of the las
'nemed comes through, but undoubtedly the others created e lct‘: ;
'cf interest end brought bouguets from the Lilreries concerned.|
: Yes., we cen sefely sey that despite difficulties iuvts !
ibeen enother year of steedy progress. !
| Now on to Volume Six. !
i ==ss======
i1t7s Nesrly woedy. ot long eftcr you receive this the _.rmml
! 1 be dropping through your 1c+"er box, not with the "dull ;
'thud of o returned menuscript", bubt like, I hoo, the cheerful;
lenti:{ of » weleome visitor. L4t the time of writing this menyi
ipeges Leva baen Tin off, end lete articles typed end read Owe;.l
lf.,r possible errors to be correnied. One srticle is "The i
iRemove Form € t Greyfriers" Wy J. Breez:z Tentley referrc od to !
,C,, on 1;1"' DFEE. In type it looks the goods. In sn EE‘I‘li-:I‘
| Lnnue ?a winner from Bill Gender telling of the errivels of
-the boys €t Greyfriers, but I dcn't think the two srticles wi.li
in wny wey clesh.
i I spent the whole of lest Sebbeth dey checking end re— i
tchecking the "ho's "iho". I found thet sbout 40 delinguents |
:hpa not sent in thoir Questionnsire forms, so I hed to preparm
mn entry for them — ir. Quelch would have given them lines. 1
i That ween't the end of my lebours. Once pgrin, I found !
IT hed rn cmberressment of Tiches end inevitebly someons hed '
l'I:o be diseppointed end e few erticles left out. These includ%
i
1

‘¢wo of my own written eerly on, "Curiosities in lMegnet Titles";
irnd "Detuctives in Boys' Fiction". However, they won't be

,w: gted - they'll give us £ stert for next yeer'sl .

i Y\,u mey find just ¢ few vngcs lecss, to combtt the 1ncre?sed




! cost of producticm over ond rbovs thet geined by our own

: emdvence in price, but by ¢ re-errangement cf the "ho's Tho"
i we celculste we shell gein some peges, thus on the whole you
i will get just sbout the seme smount cf resding metter zs lest
i yeer, which I think I cen cleim is no meen echicvement.

i do the necessery, those it refers to, and thus relieve the
! snxiety of

! 5.1% OF 33 SEXTON BL.®% LIBR.RISS (First serics) between

| 9 Nelson Lee's, 1918/9. Boys' Leader, 2. 3, 4.

Now there's will e few who heven't yet ~rderecd. Plerse

Yours sincerely, |
HURBFRT LACKENBY

74 end 175.

ilso 580, 667, 702. |

I 11so somc sldines. Kobin Hood, No's 2-8, 32, 43. 47, 49, 5...,94;.
i 6 Buffelec Bills. 5 Dicmond Libreries. Jeck Herkswey ctc.
| Honeysett, 65 Orcherd Roed, St. inmes, Lencasghire. !

i CLN LNYONE oblige with GEM mumber 946, plerse? I will piy
! & good price. Josephine Peckmen, 27 .rchdsle Road,
! Kast Dulwich, London, S.E.22.

i GANTED, Illustreted Police Budgets; Femous Crimes. Als>

Jixon Brett's end Dixon Hewke Libreries. Good price offoered.;

! R. louse, 3 St.Leonards Terrsce, Ges Hill, Norwich, Norfolk.

| E:CILNGE: 50 Sexton Blzkes 1943/50 for 30 Sexton Blekes
E 1930740. Grohzm C. Dovies, 54 Newton Roed, Mumkles,
: Swensea; Glem.
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| 20 Boy's Friend Libreries (First series) Between 439 cnd 55§
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T. W. Welker, 387 Iiverpool Roed, Hough Grzen, Tvidnes, Lencs.

%SAI;E Boys Friend (24 New Series); Boys Realm

(1905-6 Bound); Chums (24 1916 onwards) and 94,
104 and 18.0d4 (1921 onwards); Champions (from i
No.l, Vol.l.); Younf Britain (from No,1l, Vol.1l. );
Boys' Magazine; Boys' Comic Journals {1891).

Offers to Ingram, 97, Tettenhall Road, Wolver-
hampton.

LOK ALl (G598 Y819)235-2004 PRdpdsds inclusive, in :
I
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A CHRISTWMAS DOUBLL NUMBER OF THE GOLDEN AGL
By Herbert Leckenby

It is customary in our December issue to browse over somq
Christmas Double Humber of the long distent past. For this
occasion I have chosen that of “Pluck" published November 18th,
1905 (you will see its seasonsble cover displayed on ours).

I remember thet number, oh, so well. Some of you msy
recall an erticle I wrote two or three yesrs sgo entitled
nStreets of Memories" wherein I described some of my boyhood
hsunts in this ancient city of York. I relsted how my bene-
wvolent employer stsggered me by giving me half-s-sovereign fom
& Christmas Wox, end how I hed straight awsy made & dash for
my favourite mecond-hend tookshop. Tell, among my purcheses
wes this very number of "Pluck™ which hsd slreedy been bought,
reed, and sold, Wy someone who had been better off then myself]
e month eerlier. Anywey, it ceme in just right for my
Christmas holiday.

vell, let's have & look st the copy I now possess, vhich
is in far wetter condition than the one I bought forty-six
yesrs ego. "Pluck", of course, wes Msgnet size and had en
sttresctive primrose-coloured cover. This double number hed
56 inner neges, jolly good fare for twopence. But we lads
of the period used to think we had been diddled. For, &
normel issue consisted of 28 pages snd cover, therefore this
wes not a double number, for there were four pages short, or
80, Fisher T. Fish like, we ressoned. Be that &s it may,
would thet there were such twopennorths to-day!l

There were two long complete stories, s short one, the
first instelment of & seriel, e pege of riddles, and & page of]
editor's chet.

One of the complete stories wes "Cookey's Christmss".
This was & story in e series very popular et the time snd which
had & good run in "Pluck", They concerned e queint trio,
mphe Cazptein, the Cook. snd the Engineer', and st the beginning
of each story they were invarisbly described something like
this.

"He wes & very exceptionsl-looking men wes the czptein.

"fnormously broed, if short, he wes sun-tsnned to o degreep
also beerded, snd hc smoked incessantly long, fei and strong
cigers.
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new saa well “rRTeing Bl e or O s ST e h 10"
#n his sleeves to the nmumber of four.

The enormously powerful Lulldog expression sbout his
fece wes softened by 2 kindly light that twinkled in the
sou'sou'west corner of his eyebslls. Such was Ceptesin
Kelly, R.N.R.

The middling little man of middling size wes clothed
in immaculate white ducks and his neme was Mr. Scrubbs,

znd he was by profession e ship's cook. But no mention of ;

.
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his personslity would be complete without a reference to en;
enormous hsm-bone he carried, end which was his inseparseble|

compenion. The hem-bonc wes of enormous length, end its
beld knuckle—end revealed that it hed stood true end .
steunch in many 2 bhard fought fray.

Such wes Cookey Scrubbs snd when the third has been
mentioned, the trio of comrsdes will be complete,

Number three wes Doneld, & ship's chief engineer.
His reefers were designed more for comfort snd use then
outwerd show, He neither judged by eppeerences, nor
cared for his own eppeerance. He smoked a short cley
pipe, end the usurl stolidity snd rugged grit end good
neture of the born and bred Scotsmen charscterised him.

Thus the trio. The stories were grend stuff, siirriag

iedventure £11 over the world expertly flevoured with dry, vhim-
igicel humour. In my opinion they were fer superior to the

|Jack, Sem end Pete stories which were running in the Mervel et
lthe seme time, #nd went on doing so for many yesrs, long efter

:CPptE‘iﬂ. Kelly & Co. had pessed out.

{this wes simply 2 pseudonym for Herold J. Garrish, that sturdy

The storiss sppesred under the name of Herry Belbin, but

jveteren who celebroted his jubilee on the A.P. steff quite @
inumber of years sgo, snd who I believe is thére etill.

"Cookey'd Christmss" ren to 21 peges, end wes illustreted

iby the inimiteble A. H. Clerke, who in fect,did the series

lthroughout #nd who for e spell mede Cookey es familisr es Billy,

|Bunter end es smusing.

!
!8
IG

The other long complete, which #lso ren to 21 psges, wes

1led "Herd Times" esnd ogein wes one of ¢ series, this time

iconcerning "the Universsl Purveyors of Messeges" who had en
joffice "hsrd by Aldgerte Pump". They werc written by Alfred

Bornerd, end the ertist wes egein Arthur Clerke. I never
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dlscovn‘ed who Alfred Bormesrd wes, but it ses probebly e
Ip..n-xmme. i
V The stories told of the sdventures, ususlly cemtered in
i London, of enothet trio, Joe, Jim ind Jsrenw'. the letter, the |
icomic cherseter, end nick-n:med "Heirpin". WHe posscssed £ |
inonkey crlled "Jrcko"....... by, bless my soul, lookding through
| the story more closely it comes to me 1ike e flesh that Alfred!
'Bt‘rnard wes olmost surely none other them H. J. Gerrish, whom !
I heve just been tellkdng sbout. Yes, the more I lock the
mre certein I cm. There's the sam2 blend of excitement 2nd
whj.maicﬂl humour - Jim, the sturdy leeder, Jou the quiet but
,dependahle one, Jeremy the quoint,elwsys in trouble, lanky i
iedition of Coockey Scrubbs. Strenge I should not heve thoughti
iof thet yesrs ego. Lmywey, I shall heve to esk 7nlter ‘?ebb,i
! our reseercher, to try snd get confirmetion. i
! The short complete story wes "Grindley's Ghost Hunt", a
yeprin‘: much ebridged Henry St.John story which had sppasred !
m e Boys' Fricnd Christmas Double Number e ycer or two earlier.

The seriel wae "Chums of Waverley" by "Meurice Merrimen".
I em confident he ves S. Clerkec Hook. The picture wes by :
|Leonaz'd Shields, destined ¢ few months leter to illustrete tha,
ivery first St.Jims stories, end yesrs on to become so fsmilj_ar.
1to reeders of Greyfriars stories. i
! Tiell, it wes ¢ fine Christmss Double Number. Looking
’through it hes given me o reel touch of nostalgia, ond T am
};cping that this coming Yuletide I shall have the chence to
1staf;t:la down to reed it from first page to last, end then see
ipictures in the fire of the dey when I ruched round to buy it
iet the shop which is now no more.

QLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB. LONDON SLCTION.
Ecst Dulwich Meet: Sundey November 18th

; Despite inclement westher cheirmen Len hed the grert

i setisfrction of seeing ¢ muster of 24 vwhen he opened procredi:
iwith ¢ heerty welcome to Don “iebster, chrirmen of the Mersey-
| gide section. Derling quickly end efficiently with the uausl,
i formelities he then deelt with the new design for the officiel;
| ¢lub stetionery. A postesl members' drew wes then held snd i
!thie resulted in E.Vindover snd H.Leckenby winning copies of |
! "Billy Bunter Butts In". Tob Mortimer then explrined en idee !
:he hed thought of «nd ¢ co-:md.tte-e of Bob “hiter, R. Junld.na L
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+nd himself were elected to de:l with the mrtter. Lliminstor .
Quiz, key word “herton, wes then held end resulted in » win !
for Bob Blythe with E. Reynolds 2nd, #nd Bob “hiter 3rd. :
Doubles Quiz, originated by E. Reynolds wes ectuslly a doudble |
derd-heet as C. Tellis end Bob "hiter were lst, end J. Gesl i
snd I. Yhitmore 3rd. Don Vebster then sddressed the compeny i
with o few well chosen remerks end then R. Blythe geve @ |
reeding from ¢ "Nelson Lee" emd R. Jenkins one from a "Megnet",
Both these were on the humorous side end were grertly eppleuded
et the finish. Next meeting et Wood Green on December 16th. ,

Annurl Generrl Meeting et Greenwich on Jenusry 20th,1952.i
The present officers h:ive been proposed em bloc, but postel |
members cen send in eny further nominetions. The meeting
then closed with thenks to the host, chairmen Len, who was
off to address # loczl youth c¢lub on the old boya' books.
ind so homewerd bound with more heppy memories of the peet
end the promise of more to come in the nesr future.

BLN 7HITER elies UNCLE BENJAMIN .

Meeting,239 Hyde Perk Rocd,Leeds, Nov.1l0th,1951

Bill Willismson hed to reluctently teke the cheir egain,
reluctently, beceuse he had once more to sct for our much
tried Reg Pudson, who wes egein heving e spece in the Infirm—
ery efter e bresk-down o week eerlier.

Hoaever, Bill wes &ble to ennounce thet Reg hoped to be
home sgein in ¢ day or two. He slso hed the pleesure of
extending ¢ hesrty welcome to new members. Iir. end Nrs. 1
H. Coctes of Bradford rnd Mr. . ©rmew (Dewsbury). In sddition
Robert Peck, #m o0ld member peying his visit to ¢ meetings !
elong with C1iff Beerdsell from Stockport. Cliff wes heving :

s reel dey out. He hed celled st my office eerly in the :
morning, gone off to see his top-of-the-world Stockport County;
beet my York City, then on to Leeds, 11 smiles, to the meeting.
No wonder he seid to me efterwerds — e perfect dey. i

45 we had 2 ster sttraction the formel business wes soonm !
disposed of. There wes one import:nt metter - the dete of |
the Christmes Party. It wes ennounced thrt 25 the rcom woulll
not be eveileble on December 8th, the event hed had to be

postponed until the 22nd. TIt's to be hoped thet this re—
The new
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dete will rt lerst prmude tha christ'vwa etmosphere. So rﬂll&
round ¢nd advise the secretsry es soon as possible., It will
be © delightful evenin;, snd 5/- covers everything, knife r-mil
fork tes #nd sll. H

Now to the wvent of the wvening. J.Breeze Sentley's i
second smeshing success, # telk on "The Remove Form et i
Greyfriers". Among the numcrous questions he was bombarded |
«ith efterwerds wes one, "How long did it teke you to prepere!
it?"  Breeze just smiled good humouredly. '/ell, I heve the'
menuscript before me (it's going into the annuel for the i
Lenefit of you ell) snd I'm wondering how lomg it took him eo,
write it, let alone swot it all wup, for it's nll in berutifully
written script, ¢ sheer joy for a typist to follow. How I |
wish I could write like it! i

snywey, the eudience of 25 listened with rept sttention i
for well over en hour end let 'Breeze' know in no uncertein !
feshion et the finish how much they hed enjoyed it. They !
certeinly know now evoerything there is to know sbout the !
femous Remove — #s you will soon, t00. !

Yes, it wes e splendid meeting with one thing to regret L
that our well-loved leeder wes in a2 hospitsl bed insteed of
his chsir. Thet he will be et the head of the teble on
December 22nd is the hesrtfelt preyer of us =11,

HERBERT LECK=NBY
Horthern Section Correspondent.

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB (MIRSYSID SCTION)
November liceting

The meeting opened st 7.30 p.m. with en sttendance of
ten, including two new members. 4 representative of the
"Bootle Times" wes present.

The cheirmen, Don Webster, opened the proceedings by
extending a welcome to our new members; he regretted the
sbsence, through indisposition, of G. I. Simpson, =nd thanaq
him on behelf of the section for his efforts in geining i
prominence for our ectivities in the locel press. In this |
connection, setisfection wes expressed re the publicity we |
heve obteined in the Merseyside pepers, end negotietions ere |
et the moment in progress for a "write-up" in one of the
netional "deilies".

It wes proposed that e librerion be sppointed

!
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I office to teke effect from Januery next, wes sccepted by i
\ v/. Horton, #nd a1l wish him every success in his new cepscity.!
i The minutes of the October meeting were resd by the ;
| secrastery, and fefreshments were next vartaken of - again
! provided by our hostess Mrs. iebster — end served by our
| nNippy" . Edne Mervyn.
Then followed the discussion, "Greyfriers v. St.Jim's",

with Jim Yelsh taking up the cudgels on behalf of the former,
. and Don Webster the latter. Some very interesting and
i debatable points were voiced by both speakers, snd the duel
| culminsted in & general discussion; it is sefe to sey, to use;
i e hackneyed phrase, "s good time wes hed by sll". i
! The telk for the next meeting (November 25th) is under
. review.
: The finencial and librery lusiness concluded the meetiag
¢ 8t 9430 p.m., and we reluctantly set forth to face the
i inclemency of the weather.

F. CASE,
Secretery.
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; Report of Meeting of MIDLAND SECTION,
i 0.B.B.C. on October 29th 2t 7.30 p.m.
i ot The Townsend Blub, Birminghem
|
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i It is very unlikely thet sny of the thirty enthusisits

| whe ceme tc our October Meeting will ever forget that splendid
| ovening. The highlight of thie event wes the visit of the

{ famous Megnet illustrator, Mr. C. H. Chspaan. (Jeck Corbett
w11l be telling you of his srrivel end the wey he wes welco nedi
: on enother pege.) He arrived et our new meeting-room in taie i
i Townsend Club et T7.30 p.m. Normen Gregory ¢nd Mrs. Davey 1a4;
i got there ezrlier and prepered the room which wes full when I

1

i
| stepped in. Lverybody wes delighted to see who Wes with us |
| 2nd I could see that kir. Chepmen himself wes ilmpressed with !
! their enthusissm. He then offered to explein eny points w3 |
! cered to reise regerding the Negnet, and wes immedistely . !
i {mndeted with questions. During reminiscences ir.Chepman :
| cited meny smusing incidents that -cropped up during the yeers ;
i he sketched for "Greyfriers" readers. He then temporerily |
i dissppecred from my vision £s ¢ crowd of eeger Bunterites ;
him to see the verious sketches end weter—colourd

: pressed round



he «&8 teking cut of his beg to show us. Memy »ressed him
to do 2 sketch for them snd ferilisr frces egein oppeered on
peper 8s that versetile hend end brein vent to work., This
atmosphsre of nostelgic loyelty to Greyfriars resched the
climax shen lir. Cleck set dovm et the pisno snd we o1l took
up positions for the singing of "For Fe's & Jolly Good Fellow"
and ".uld Leng Syne". e did find time for e short twenty- I
questions session, end subjects like "The boot smithy planted !
on Bunter" must héve amused our other visitor, Mr. Norgen i
from Sendwell Toc H. Our lsst item wes, of course, the Salea
Teble, eénd Mr. Chepman can't have friled to observe thet insi
five minutes, Mcabers hed bundles of iegnets in thair posses- |
sion, whilst other papers remained.

Yes, it wes & grend evening and e good stert in our new
room. - vote of thenks from the Club to Mr, Chipmen for
coming £long, snd let's nct forget the hospiteble spirit of
tr. end Mrs. Pound who invited Mr. Chepmen here end provided
the sccommodetion for hie stey in Birminghem. Thsnk you,
Hr. Chapman, snd we hope you will come agsin.

Meeting closed et 10-15. Next lMeeting November 26th.

P. L. MELLOR,
Secretery.
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DANILTONTI.L

Conducted by Herbert Leckenby ;
am indebted to Anthony Baker, of High Barnet, for somel
commenta which sopeered in the OctoYer number of the veteran |
"Boys Own Peper”, Coming from o periodieel which hes been i
thought of with effection for more yeers then the greet :
majority of us can remember, the views of the editor will be ;
most interesting a gretifying to all Hemiltonians. i
. few remarks from [nthony, who is one of our youngest |
members, firsti— i
1
i
1
i
i
i
i

The October Gditoriel of the Boy's Own “sper is rather
interesting. It is entitled '""Thet Price School Stories?"
In the first end third peregrephs it ssks whether school
stories zre still populer todey, or whether Woys heve growm
too scientificelly minded to enjoy them. .




1 The second psregreph seys: i
i Your elder brothers end frthers will telk with affec- :
! tion sbout Billy Bunter, Hsrry “/harton, Bob Cherry and thz |
! famous Greyfrizrs cherscters crested in the "licgnet" by i
: Fronk Richerds. Their fentasstic adventures vere discussed;
i eegerly erch week. Frank Richerds set # new popular levell
i in school stories. The Voarding schoul setting of Grey- |
i friers wes populer becsuse so meny boys identified their

1 school end their friends with it. But CGreyfriesrs had its
! rivals. I, for one, much 'referred the more sober, but

! alweys enterteining adventures in the "Gem" of Tom Merry %
[ Co. et St.Jim's. There wes nothing more exciting then to
: slip over the school well of St.Jim's on ¢ hot summer sfter+
i noon with Tom Merry or Beggy Trimble, t::.ough poor old Beggy |
i could never skim over eny wzll without the utmost difficulty.
i Thet incredible cherscter, irthur Augustus D'Aircy wes !
1

1

i

i

i
!
i
i
i
i

always around somewhere to 2dd » touch of finesse, and

inevitebly we would be swinging swsy down # dusty Surrey °-

lene in seerch of sdventure, dodging in the ditch every now:

and then to svoid some desterdly prefect. : f
. From what he says the Lditor of the B.0.P. seems to think
thet the suthors of the Megnet s#nd the Gem were different
people.
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: —————

i 48 you will heve heerd, Mr. C H. Chepmen wee recently

i the guest of the enthusisstic Kidlend Breach, 0.B.B.C.  Yere
! Jeck Corbett tells you c¢ll ebout it. Nice work, Birminghsm.
I
i
i
1
1
i
i

MR. CHA4PMLN COMES TO TO/N

Dy Jeck Corbett (Cheirmen of The O.B.B.C.
(Midlsnd Section)

One of my most cherished dreems in forming the Midland
! gection of the 0.B.B.C. was the possibility of having some
E personelity, closely connected with the old pepers, to visit
i our Club Bnd thus meet in the flesh ¢ link with the pest ere

i thet we rll hold so desr.
i T discussed this ideas lest June with the Rev. Pound, who

| hed essisted me in forming our Club, snd the outcome of our
| o1k wes £ letter to Mr. Chepmen, inviting him to spend a dey

;m’.th us in Birminghem. Our delight wrs boundless when e

i
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letter rrrived seying thct October the 29th ould sui !
very well, rnd to mcke errengements rbsolutely idesl for this :
greert men's visit, rrs. end the Rev. Pound ergerly offered to |
soccormodete our guest for the night. i

‘;ell,. Octobcr the 29th dewned cold end grey, ceusing me |
to cost enxious glences from the window, 28 # noteble dey !
i
i
1
|

t him

1ike this really deserved bright sunshine to give thet cheer
sand wernth, so needed on occesions of this nature. During
the morning the mist clecred ewny ond it reelly looked es
though 7ing Sol mesnt to show himself, snd so % rbout twelve-
thirty I met our Club stelwert, Mr. Pound, st Snow Bill i
stetion. Tie paced the plrtform telidng snimetedly of our i
long ewrited dey :nd trying to conjure visions of whrt cur i
guest would be like. in feot the eir seemed full of the stmos-
phere of Greyfricrs, cnd ¢£s the finger of the stetion clock
moved towerds tuelve-fifty, so our expectetiun incrersed.

#r. Chepmen hoed thet morning sent Wr. Pound ¢ very excellent
sketch of himself, reising his hst,snd certcinly from this
clever drewing it would be eesy to spot him. I wes srmed,
however, with & bundle of "Mrgnets" thet I intended to hold
sloft £s the Rerding trein ceme in end the bright blue end
orenge stood out well egrinst the sombre grey of the stetionm.

Just then the irein wes signslled rnd 2 distant rumble
swelled to ¢ roer s she stesmed in end I reised the precious
wifegnets” as the corchea glided past rnd es the iron horse
glowed to @& screeching stendstill, e cerriege door opened
right opposite us and out stepped lr. Chepmen. His frce
broke into £ lovely smile es hs beheld the old pepers end we
stepped forwerd with outstrefched hrnds, and rerlly it scemed
es though we hed met before, so essy rnd hanpy wes the atmos- .
phere, in the midst of & cold, grey reilwey stetionm.

A good lunch wes thought to be the order of the day, so
we escorted our guest to ¢ plersent restrurent. where s toble |
hed been reserved. hat e splendid dinmer it wes; good roesY
beef of old Tnglend, which we trested in true Remove style, |
snd Mr. Chepmen cbviously found it "grrteful =n? comforting" |
although he did mot put so much ewey =s the Bunter thet he !
hed mede femous. !

of course the conversetion went ell ome way, the "iisgnet™,
the Fleetwey House, +nd the loss borne by society when the !
Homilton papers ceased in 1940, while it wes very enlightening
| to hesr Mr.Chepusn's own views on these much discussed metters.

- -
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.t lest our lunch ceme to & leisurely finish rnd so we 1l:=ft !
the cosy dining-room, stepping cut into the wintery sunshine :
of Birminghem's mein street. Here I must tell you thet priori
to our fricnd's visit, I hed spproeched the "Birminghem Mail" |
end informed them of the visit of Billy Bunter's crector snd |
countless uther illustretions of old boys' pepers, snd they !
hed shown greet interest, so much in fect that I wes esked to !
telke Mr. Chepmen sleng to the editoriel offices £nd meeti 8 !
Mr. infizld from this depertment. 3 p.m. found us entering !
the greet building end eerlier Mr. Chepmen hed shown much :
plessure et this invitetion, so efter disclosing our identity
to the reception clerk, we ewrited the sbove mentioned gentle—;
men. /e were wermly received end &s good luck would have it,
i, knficld wes en old "Megnet" resder rrd vividly rocelled i
Herry “herton, Inky, Johnny Bull ¢nd meny others, scon the i
grend old men of the arewings so well remembered, snd the !
n,.eil" gentlemen were tolkding of meny things. |

During this plecsent chet, severel steff membirs pensed |
4hrough £nd ¥r. Enfield esked them if they recelled the ola !
nifrgnet" end "Gem" end of course they did, but on lerrning ;
that thoy were looking et the men responsible for the grand i
picturss contrincd in these pepers, their surprise rnd pleesurg
vos obvious. Our enjoyable interview wos concluded by veryi
cherming photogreph of (. Chepmen being teken, drewing o i
picture of Billy Bunter. This picture eppesrcd next dsgy !
tcgether with £ very gcod vrite—up which rlso spoke well ~f !
cur Club snd told ho: mcmbers were delighted by this s‘usp:i.cimﬂ'
occesion. -

During this visit to the wpeil" ir. Pound hed loft us %o
conclude somec cleric:l business, snd I had to cell et my officg
so our friend met us s We came out of the building rmnd the
errengeuent wes to meet et the vicrzrege lrter for tes, hen
wedge, «y wife, zad Peter Mellor would join us.

Peter Mellor hos reported :lserhere on the ev ning meeti—
ing, but I must ¢dd thet mever before heve I seen such boun l—
less enthusiesm snd sheer delight rs wes mrnifest thrt memor-
! ¢ble night. '/e were housed in & very comfortcble new Club
room, end super stacks of old pepers ndded just thet reel
nostelgic ¢taosphere, 80 velued by "Clen" members. Our
| evening :nded £11 too soon, £nd after lerving the Club, my
i .ife escorted #r. Chepmen #nd they chetted merrily until we

et —
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: recched the point vhorc ferowslls hod to be sq-id. .8 we

i shook hends with our grend gusst, before he lueft to spend the;

i night ¢t the vicerege, I felt vory sed to bid goodbye to thisi

| greet men from Fleetw:sy House rnd wondered if woe would ever !

| repest suck v lovely dey. So in the heert of our grcat City!

! T sew this unseen friend of countless folk melt intc the glcmflz
! confurted by the feet thet his work wrs immortsl ~nd like :

: Pennyson's brook, would go on for ever.

I
!

1

i

|

1

i i
1 I
] I
1 ‘nd now, sometbing to mrke you suile. First, rn :
: extrect from e Tom Hoopourton letter. - i
i "Here is something I think the Club ought to do i
i something ebout. I wrs teking ¢ short cut round the i
i Yeck of Toolworths ¢t Leeds end ren intc e Lig sign, i
1 "Bob_Cherry Commission ‘gent". This is lotting Groy- \
! frizrs down with ¢ bump. Surcly ¢ d.putetion cen imprcaa’
! on the chep thet he hehed ctlled himx,lf Frrold Skinner !
! or aubrey Rrcke there could b. no objection, but to :
! couple Bob Cherry end ¢ bookie is littls short of i
: secrilege." H
i Funny hox the cheerful Bod whe .ould hrve scornzd to bevé
j ¢ tanmer on & horse ¢i any price kieps getting mixed up with i
i "the turf". TFirst, e rocehorse, now & hookie. Tuo bedl !
] ind h.re's ¢ remsrkeble coincidence spotted by Frenk
! Snell of Bideford. Srys he:

: "Did you spot thet Cherl ton hed three pliyers open
! to trensfer — D'.xcy, Lumlcy, end Hemond! Gussy hes
: since gone to Chclse-. ay offers for the rensining
i st.Jin's pleycrs?"

i You simply cen't keep 'em out of the naws.
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H .nd now some sersoncble recollections by Tric Feyme.
i Reed them end sigh for the yezers thz locusts h:=ve crten,

THE PICK OF TEE S'RI'S. No.ll,

i The Christmes Scries.

! Renders liked their Christmes stories seesonsble, with

! snow, #nd holly, ¢nd mistletoc, snd frmily ghosts roeuing

. sround., I think, too, thet Megnet ruedcrs 11ked the chums &
: goefid their Christmes £t “hurton Lodge. This w8 feirly

- result of the voting 1n thz recent|
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i conclusively proved by
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Christmss Scrics centest in the Collectors' Digost. when the
WHuHTCH LODGL MYSTERY Series (Christmes 1932) smeshed its wej
to the heed of the poll. This superb scries told of Bunmter,
for oncu forbidden to cross the threshold of 'Tharton Lodge for
Christaoss, stowing himself ewey in en sttic, snd ceusing #11
sorts of fun znd gezmes. Swcond in the voting ceme CHRISTM .S
T POLPELLY (Christmaa 1935), set in Devonshire with a reel
Christnassy flevour, with # gruesom: ghost to #dd to the
excitesent. CERISTIAS T CuVAND.LL BBEY (195C), ¢ glorious
Christacs sdventure, is elso unforgettsble.

Dosm with @ bump, in the voting, came CHHISTMAS L% SRA4
(1936). .lmost everybody voted it lest in the Christmes
Series, It wes probably not so much 2 reflecticn on the
Compton Serics, which conteined some good episodes, as it ws
proof that resders liked teles of the good old-fsshioned
Christmes. .

It is impossible, in this limited spacz, to touch o1 meny
of the fine Christmes series which appesred in the Megnes:, but
mention must be mede of that megnificent HIRRY WHARTCN rersus
uR. WUEICH Series (1924-5) in which Herry “/herton went t>
ionte Carlo to spend Christmes with the Bounder, but retirncd
to spend it with Jiomy Silver in the "Boys' Friend". Taiocugh
reeders of thet yeer probebly thought wistfully of other
Christmases &t Therton Lodge, they rmst heve been fully cecon-
pensed by the pewer end excellence of the series hich tacy
.uvre enjoying. i

The Gen Christmes stories were nothing like so ocutsten.ird
£s those in the Megnet, though two unforgetteble Christmes yerrs
rppesred in the ecrly blue-cover deys, "NOBCDY'S STUDY" (1912)
end "TH, MYSTZLY OF TES PLINTED RCO.M(1913). Meny of the
Christmrses ¢t Dastwood House were overplsyed, inssmuch ss
i thoy were overburdened with cheracters. Crowds of cherectors
i wers intro.uced, with crcwds of sisters end sunts and uncles, |
iend .he mein chsracters vere lost in the crush. One serdes in
i the cerly nineteen-twenties told of Tum Merry .¥pelled, end the
| chums berring out over the festive sepson. But ¢ arring-out :

! just did not seem right ¢t Christmes time. ;

! :t Rookwood, they scem to have hed their frir share of
Ef.,btive cecesions ¢nd disturbing ghosts. u8 was mentioned ir i

| the "pPopuler Papul'sr" erticle in lest yerrts (NNU.L, three i
idiffe{ent stor%::s of rli‘ig;cl:wood, (re-srinted from the "Boys'Frienk
; bors
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i Mognet Titles (Contd.)
imgt denotes Substitute. i
."ﬁ' ¥o.801, (G) The Greyfriars Day Boy. 802 (S) Bunter's i

iparring-Out. 8C3 (S) 4 Puzale for the Rexcve. 804 (S) Tre Twin
;ngh. 805 (S) The Hand of Fate. 806, Leme Bunter. 80T, |
imaulwerer Mcsns Business. 808, . Split in the Co. 809, Sir |
; Jimay '8 Substitute. 810, Bunter the Hunter. 811, The Fouse of
| pengerth. 812, The Secret of the Ceves. 813 (S) The Heert of!
i Hero. 814, Montegue the jysterious. 815 (S) Fishy's Friendh
i1y Society. 816 és) in Islaud Mystery. 817 (S) Condemed by !
i the School. 818 5) Disgreced by his Fether. 819, ick the

i Qutcest. 827, The Gipsy Schoolboy. 821, Mick the Untemesble.;
1822, The ILuck of the Gipsy. 823, The Giosy Millionsire. i
| 624, (s) The Greyfrisrs Gliding Corps. 825 (S) The Coker i
!challenge Cup. 826, The Rebel of the Remove. 827 (S) True esi
;Steel. 828, The Gipsy's Return. 829, The Phantom of the !
|Highlends. 830, The “raith of Locksimir.

THE WuLSON LnE COLUMN

411 commmnications to Robert Blythe,
46, Cerleton Roed, Hollowsy, London, HaTo

!
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i Now thst the Christmes sesson is with us once sgain (or ;
; !
1

=]

i

I

i

i

i

iwill be in 8 week or two) with its holly ond mistletoe £nd

| gttendsnt festivities, I wonder if you, like nyself, turn onc
! again to one of the meny excellent Christmes holidey scries?
!lIf so, which will you choose?
i Speaking for ayself I consider one uf the finest wes the

| occasion when Handforlh invites e crowd to Handforth Towers,

i his uncle's plece in Norfolk, 8s told in 1st N.S. Wes.34,35.

i Only two stories, but they recapture the sopirit of C-ristmes |
| to perfection. Fron the time Hendforth steps out of the train
1 gt North Walshan and skids on the icy platform, the scens is i
i get for o Christmes that every bay loved to resd sbout. North
;‘Jalsha:zi To me, even that naie has 8 Christmessy scund. Frod
| then on the resder js-up to his neck in snow, & heunted house |
i (complete with ruined wings ¢end mysterious heppenings) end, |
i of course, # ghost! True, the whole thing is & leg-pull got |
iup by the irrepressible wily Hendfcrth end his Uncle Gecrge —;
i but whet hanpens to the leds of the villege before the H
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dencuenent was nobody's business. !

The joke being over, everyone moves to the reel Hdndforth,
Towers (tbe previocus happenings having teken plzce in en ua- ;|
inhebited ruin) end the real festivities begin. Starting with
a8 ball (wh_i.ch describes one of the most emusing incidents avev
penned by Brooks) we move bsck to the old ruin in search of |
another ghost, and buried treesure. Oh yes! old Edwy caz—cam-
1y went to town in this story.

But perheps you stopped reading the N.L. before this atmy
was published? Thich, then, would be your choice? The first;
Christmes story of all is remembered with affection by many i
published in 1916. It wes celled "A Christmes of Peril". A4s ;
St.Franks hadn't appeared at that time it wes of necesgity.e |
mystery story. However, it hed ell the sppropriate ingre lients,
althoush no ghosts. Or wes there? I forget offhend. But |
whet it did have, wes Prof. Cyrus Zingrsve, Jim the Penman and
Zileen Dere, so what more could one-heve wished for? Inuaden-!
telly this wes one of the few Christmes Double No's, (Few! !
There «ere only two properly speaking. There were three in :
the years 1928-30 but they only had 52 peges, wheress these :
two hed 70!) :

Should it be that other happenings prevented s Christmee ;
holicey series teking plece, Brooks made sure that his reade:eq
got their proper retion of snow and ghosts.

There .ss the occssion, for instence, during the building!
of Bennington Cineme when, 8 you remember, e number of !
Hemovites were holding out egsinst the machinstions of riwvel :
cinema owner, Mr. ~ ebb. It being Christmas, whet could e
more neturel then that hie thoughts should turm to ghosts a.ncl
mysterious heppenings?

Then, as hsppened twice, there might have been e 'tsrring—.
out going on at the time., Again, whet could be mcre natural |
than that & ghost or two shouldbbe produced in an effort to !
shift the rebels? .

The srtist, too, played no smell pert in putting over a !
Christmassy etmosphere snd of e2ll the artists whose work i
appeered in the H.L. I fevour thet of Arthur Jones. It mast |
»e ednitted thet much of his work, epart from his cover drewr—
ings, were srtistically snd technicelly crude. In spite of |
this his drswings had = certein indefinsble sttraction thet !
in the long run mszde him inseparsble from the stories. Ome |
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has only to compere ¢ Christmes number of the 0ld Series with §
|those of the latter lst ¥.S. end the 2nd N.S. to reelise how |
j well he menaged to copvey the weirdness of ¢ ghos¥ly hﬁppening’
i or the stillness of ¢ snowbound lendscepe.
| on the other hend some of the other srtists never msnaged
i to schieve this effect. One in particuler was Kenneth Brooked.
lu'ov. Brookes, outside the pages of boys' pepers. is &n extremely
! competent ertist, ss I well know, heving scen some of his wetex
[oolours (he hes, in fect, been 'hung' in the Royel Acedemy) i
.‘but somchow he never mamged to succeed in putting over, to me{
i et eny rete, the essentisl feet thet it wrs Christmestide. As!
i for ghostly effects — well, they were Just not there. !
i Brooks (Edwy, this time) hsd e fondness for "oncestrsl" !
i hames. This was right up Jones' street. He loved to portray
! these historic, slweit gloomy piles, for thet was something E
'that he could do reelly well. I'm thinking of two in perticu-
lar - Hondforth Towers (the ruined one) snd Tregellis Cestle. i
,Ha puts over this impression pearticulerly well in the cover of |
i "The Christmes Plot". 1In this he shows Tragellis Cestle up |
ito its eers (or should one sey turrets?) in snow. A blizzerd !
iis reging end the cestle, looking like one of those mediseval !
i castles one sees perched on cliff tope slong the Rhine, is :
!1oold_ng- grim end forbidding. In four-colour printing (es werg,
! of course, #11 N.L. covers) with en eppropriste Christmessy |
lsu.::-rum:iaﬂ, it's an ideel Christmes cover design. Needless to |
i sey, the story itsclf lived up to the suggestion conveyed by
Jouea' drawing. i
i I wish thet I could esy thet e11 Brooks! Christmes storie:i
iwere excellent. Unfortunstely, I cen't. Brooks, like ell !
i euthors, hod his off moments, snd it seems to m: thet his off
lmments becrme more frequent es the 2nd N.S. progressed (it
wonlcl bo more correct to sey retrogressed!) and so we find his |
!1esst creditedle effort in his lsst Christmss story of ell,
'"Archie'a Christmes Perty". In this hé goes ell streamlined
l(trying to cope with the then editor's letest policy,perheps?) |

snd insteed of relying on the old stendby of ghosts end ghoetiy'
leffects contrived by understendsble mesns, he brings in & !
igedget, ¢ cinemetogreph projector (e new invention!) which pro--
ljects imoges into spece snd causes them to sppeer whenever @
'needed without the rid of ¢ brckground or screen. Of course
the possibility of ghostly effacts with such & mechine is limit,-
:less end Erooks goes the whole hog with it, but I slweys felt |
thet he was being ':mf?:l.r tn his rerdera. i
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ibelieved th 't thc ghostly menifcstrtions .ure crused by eny- !
!thing other then by humen egency, but to heve evarything :
:e-ttri‘uut:d to & "new invention" rether spoilt things. H
: However, in spite of this blot on the escutchcon, thers |
isre meny fine stories to be found rmongst the Christmes mum- |
ibcrs, so whetever your fevourite, you cen look forwerd to o i
ifew hours of reelly enjoyedle reeding. Personclly, I shell !
ibe reeding the "Spsctre of Hendforth Towers" rnd "Hrndforth's
Ighost Hunt". ;
1

i I don't know whethur I mede my quiz too difficult lest
imonth or whether you're ell worlkdng overtime, or somcthing, |
;but the fect remeins thet no—one kes written giving me their |
| ENSWETS . Never mind, I'1l forgive you! I cen't give you !
jeny more this month ss I went to give & further list of titled.
1
1

i

1
iThere'1l be some more in the next issue, though, so stert !
iswotting. The enswers to last month's issue were:-—
i1) Mr.Sylvenus Noggs, the old ector in the series concerniay |
ISteven's father's pley. 2) Dr.Kernek. 3) The cnemy kng |
Ein the New inglis series. 4) Mr.Crowell (I'1l bet you thought
jit wes Prof.Tuckerl) ee releted in "The Romove Mester's i
iDelusion, 0.S.No0.256. 5) The Lightning Clue, 0.5. No.33. i
i6) Mr.[ucien Dexter, Archcologist, brother—in-lew to Dr.Stffaf.
i7) The rivel cinema owner who goes inmsene. Told in "Solomon !
iLevi's Triumph®, 0.S.N0.293. 8) Iric Gates. 9) The lene lepc}-
ling to Holt's Frrm vhere his workmen hove thelr cottrges. i
ilO) If you refer to the mep given in 0.S.No.537 you will f£ind ;
; thet you cre looking #t the Chepel. Or ot lerst, you shou” 2
ibe if you didn't get Rostl
{Titles. The first in each cese is the detazctive story, the
i2nd N.S. second the St.Frenks.
i15. The Atlentic Pirctes, by Robert "/.Comredew
i Beck to St.Frenksl
i16. The smay Mystery, by Robert 7. Comrede. K.K. - K.Ot
117. The Venished Film Ster, by R.i. Conrsde. Hondy the Plumb
;13. The Dorricmore Cestle Mystery,by R..Comrede.

: The Jezz Japers.
i19. The Room of Desth,by R..Comrade. Hendymen Hrndy «

j 20. The Men from HM:rs, by R.%.Comrsde. Boys of the Brld !
i Brigede..

iP.S. Ron Burrow, of Leeds, hcs turned up trumps with
E rnother £ll—correct list of enswers.

.fi_.ﬂ,_,_._._._._.




LETTER BOX i
Don't Miss This, St.Jin's Fens! :

Dear Herbert Leckenby, 23/11/51. i
. Thenks for the "C.D." which ceme along happily to cheer i
lup 6 demp and dismel dey. I liked very much your deacription:
iof your visit to the Oldest Inhsbitent, and it is very AgTrae—;
lsble to know thet you found it as pleasant s I did. Do you ;
'remamber Bob mentioning a Letin poem of Grey's? He hes since;
Bunt it elong to me: and I am efraid that I sm keeping it o |
hmg time,rs I em weiting for o spot of leisure to trenalate i
11; for him. I heve found it very interesting, bristling w:.thl
,tagﬂ from Virgil, end e few from Horece end Iucretius — good |
iold Thomas evidently believed in helping himself liberally *
ifrom the clessics. It is ¢ curious thing thet Grey's Latin |
ipocms heve never been transleted so fer end I em minded to
lh—vvo 2 shot &t it myseclf, if Tom Merry £nd Billy Bunter pormiﬁ
_rmyhod, I shell do the "Iame Hebitebilis" for Bob.

Now s it heppens I have o little spot of news, — nothing
Ieas then ¢ project for @ new series of Tom lMerry books, to bé
ipublished in peper covers #t e moderste price — 1/6 or per— l
i heps 2/-. 1y own beclief is that whet reeders went is the i
igtory, mot the covers, end thet they would folerste peper
ibecks, for @ moderete price. However, we shell see how it i
'turns out. I expect that Mertin Clifford will be even busier;
!then Frenx Richerds for some months to come. "/hich is & prosy
:pec‘t thet quite exhilerstes Mertin. i
i 7ith kind regrrds, ..lwys yours sincerely,

i FRAFK RICH RBS.

1
1
1
‘ - Plea for the Old Firm i
I
I

I]}crr Bditor,

i I sm in agreement with the review of "Ton ilerry's Own",
|but I should like to bring up the question of the illustratiods
i— they fre not worthy of the stories, snd spoil the eppeerencd
iof en otherwise good production. I should like to pleed to }
'heve the old hands beck on the work with which we have slweys
E:Ldel:ﬂ:i.:t‘m:i them — C.H.Chepmen on Greyfriers stories, R.J.Mac—;
'doneld on St.Jims. It would mrke 1l the diﬁ‘arenca. i
'Hr. Chepmen, r8 we know, is fortunetely still ective, rnd i
Impybe eyrilable. Tihet do others who know and admire these |
jertists think? Yours sinccrely, ROBERT H. 7HITER. 1
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% 2 GZMRY CHRISTLAS AHD A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS BV o

°?\( LA T0 ALL READLRS OF THIS SLCTION. s
VoSt St At At ataTatatetata ol

o

TIE CHRISTI:AS 1951 ROUND TABLE,

Once more the Yuleltide season has come around and
all Soxton Bluke enthusiasts are hoping to have at least
an how or tw by the fire vith their favourite character
on the 25th Decamber. Younger recders 1ill twmn over the
pages of those old Gwyn Bvans Xmus mumbers vdthout the
fecling of nost:lgia thut older friends of Dlaoko 14ll have,
but I think that o shall 21l wish that those duys could
tomporarily rotwrn and we might be treatod to o NEW Guym
Lvons Christmcs storye At tho time of writing I have not
had = glimpse of th Doccmber numbers of the currcent scrics
of S.B.Lss; but I can hazord a guoss that they 1dll not in
any wmy convey that Christmas fecling vhich wo usod to havo
vhen the dear old U,J. tms oh tho bookstalls and Lrie Re
Prrkor treatod us to somo typical Yulotide scones ot Bakor
Stroote ilo, weo shall have to be mtisfied vith our old
copics ond try and imegine them to apply to this Xnoo too.
Cortoinly no other charnctor in fiction, apart fron Dickons
wnous Picliriek, con hove had such socsonallo troctnont as
our Bloko, ond ccartainly no onc before or no onc since have
oqullod tho work of liossrs. Eya s and Porkore Once ogain




i
o foous Christnas nuabers and ro-road |

1},2511 g,‘,’?é og‘;taizhggplaal'l" Pago and Tinker will rival ono |
Znot;mr in soasonable ropartec, and onco morc dear old lipse !
B-rdell vill cook that Turkey, be tonsted for hoer offorts, :
md will undoubtedly prosont Soxton Blako with yet anothor
now dreosing gown to roplaco that old, fedod, chemical i
gtainod, cpocition that ho lovos so volls  And once more w3
411l bo cblo to got o glinpse of Pedros  His day is very |
obviously dono, but vo shall bring hin out of rotirazent |
for o fou fhooting hours. i
T would liko to ropont theo good wishos made at tho |

hond of thisscotion this month, ond trust that overy rondor!
will hove a geod tine this Jmose '
1

i

i

i

i

1

o, Hauns Berd

B XMAS 1§51

TREAT YOU'SELF

4o 2 roclly fino Xmap prosonte Fill in tho form beucath
and send it with P.O. for 12/6d to tho nddross on tho p—:wi.}ug
PEOs You +ill bc dolightod vAdth this lasting ronindor i
of tho ian fron Boker Strocts Rouambar it is tho one wnd
only Soxton Dlako rosord ovor nade and vill most likely
nover bo availablo cgaine This is your lagt cheonec to
obtein o copy so go to it NOW. 1o orders can be roccived
aftor 3lst Docerbor 1951 - so HURRY UPE!E

1
i
i
i
i T INCLOSE P.0, VALLE 13/6d. PLUASS SEID i, POST FRILI,
| OHZ COPY OF TELI SEXTON BL/1Z RECORD 'WURIER ON THL PORTS OURF
i ROAD". T
IHOI10s sasnsssaanassassantsssrnraboannansssannssssasnssnssny

|

:,-\ddr'ozs.................-.-.--.‘.-... strsassnnsnnnng |

1
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]

iFDR DETAILS OF THI SIETON BLJKE GCLUB PLEAEE APPLY TO
i HARY HOIER, YULDE! FIRL, IIEB/THFIULD, SUSSEX.
ilo furthor corrospondonco re the club to Blakana addrosoe

i
I
i
i
!
i
i
i
i
i
i
t
i
i
i
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by Ben Whiter ‘--.v’

Hostelpie nouerios of ny youth roceivod a sovere jol'H:
on the ocecsion of ny jowrney roccntly to the hoio of tho sd
cgdent Elcko fons, the too Prelmianse T hod wmitod nearly !
holf an howr ot the Ilophont ond Costle in South London !
for o trom to toko 110 40 tho dostincticon T roquiroda o
Suddenly it dovmold eon no thnt the baloved treas of ‘_:y"l
youth had this doy, on the tw routes I could heve used, H
bocn ronloced Ly ormibus substituboss Thisg nadoe ne pondori
on tho rauorkable ceineideneo, for havo not the Dlake fans i
clsc lost tho cuthors of the finous "Tremear Sorics" thet |
aprocred somo yoars aro in the now defunct U.J? Ceriing !
as I Jo fron Tood Groom, tho suphoscd lceantion of tho trex: !
dopet vhoro theo ixn Proud wna mwleroed, trolly buses' 2ave :
roplaccd tho tronsg for o socd nony vears ond ane hes 45 i
cross tho river Thenes, scenc of inny a Blako adventurs, toi
Sowth London ore one socs o tra oxccot for tlo fo thit ru
throuch the Kingewny Subvnya Tho disappenring tron ol !
tho disapnointing absonco of Floko nuthors of our yeuth !
eospocially thoso vho rote tho trem sories, vhat nazorics
they brings Chertor storting the bnll rolling and fentaw

hio llnleos, Skene bringing in Zonith, cnd thon 1ila Tocd
-dith his friious Roxrnes  ifoxt eorie Donald Stunrt vith "Tho!
Titchos Loon" end Grym Dvans cleoverly bringing in hig then i
populer Onion Iione Robert Ilurray 'me sudsosced to have hoch
in ot the kill but <o replocol Ly E.S. Brocks -ho fot urcll
his star chtrnecter, nldoa This lettor 'mas Yoted tho ‘aost:
of tho sarios nuch to tho Jlolipht of Brocks swrortors, i
ind so the disaproaring Londen trroms hold nororics for tho |
Dloko fans but swrnrisingly -lhiat lics boen the lous of i
London has Dbeeon tho ;nin of Leedo, hoiio of the Herthorn 1
0.B4BaCy for the Falthm +typc trans wore sold to thot citya!
S0 porhaps the Blcko supsorters up ilorth vill think of tho !
Proud nystory +hen thoy sce thoso porticular trons in tho
strocts ond roads of Locdsa

I S

B
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RCYERIE ON SEXTON e:.nrzf
L -
PN o p T o FAYI\TENYM _____ =

y study of Soxton Blako loro has been too narrov
M for no to ¢lain to bo an authority on tho great
doteetivos I caniot, roolly, cloin to bo a
| Sexton Blcoke "fan" oven, for sinco tho War I havd
found it difficult to =it dowm and digost any of
tho now storicc vhich are publishod nenthly in the Soxton
Blok e LMibrarye
But, 1hon I agnalyso rysolfy, I find thet tho rocson
tho nov storios aro unpalatablo to mo is that I camnot
sottle dovn to tho now nmethod of hendling thoe groat none
I do not knov Soxton Bloke any nore, and Tinkor, that snary
young non about towm, irritatcs nose It is that consorvd ive
trait in no, vhich diglikecs chango, and causes noy p ahaps
10 bo ungonorous to the non writing tho storics to-day.
But I have coumtloss happy nerorics of Blako as ho
usod to bo, and I still cnjoy an ovening vdth on old nastory
piceo from ny sall Bloke colloetion.
T bolicvo I first net Blako 'hon sonicone gave no, as
o lad, o cot of old Ponny Populars, Thoso pavorsg containcf
roprintod Blako storics, and I 1ould ocecsionally rocd ono,
buty, os o anll lad T found the dotoctive storios, froquontly
doekcd vdth roucnec, rothor hoovy goinge  Tom Liorry vas in
the Ponny Popular, ond e wms tho uain attraction - for mo,
ot ony ratoe
48 I ocid in ny Penny Fopular article in lust yoar's
Annucl, Bleko and Ton Ligrry aluvays scoumod to nio to bo
rothor curious bod-follovse  Thourh it has beon proved
thot Ton appecls to readers of all ages, his main ctirccetion
in the Poniy Popular nust havo bemn to the youngor rocdors
boys frou 7 to 14 oould rond and onjoy tho school talose
But Sexton Blakc is in o difforant classe A 12 yoar old,
for instoneey is out of his dopth with hin, At loast, X
found it so, ond I ns o typicel kid ~ I thinke liovor—
tholoss, os I said carlior, I oceasionally found o Soxtom
Bloko story in tho Penuy Popular to appal to mo, ond I
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plantod tho socds of the offoetion for tho 3oka Stroot
non vhich tes £ blosson ~hen I rozched ianhoods

T rocall onc day being tokan afloot by ny fothor,
on tho vossol of vhich he wms lipstora Leaving ot 6 in tho
norning, I had diffieulty in finding o paper shop open to
provido ne with soncthing to road on the "bridgo". At
1agt T foun! onoe Dut the ncusagent hod few periodicols
for salos ond no Infmets or Geuse So I purchased o
Sexton Blake Libroxy — wdthout nuch enthusicsue It wms
Lo liystory of tho Turkish Agrocont™. I rovolled in
jte I still think it onc of tho finest Bloke storics covor
publisiods Theclovor plet thrilled ue to my 13 yoar old
NArTOTe ind so I mot Gronite Grant and Ladomoisclle
Julic for the first tine« It s years later beforo I
found thot the author ms Pierre Quiroule, the '"Rolling
Stone's

But oftor that I nover nissocd a Gront fdory, and I
heve a conplcto sot of thon to-day, nmeny of tha obteined
through tho kindness of nunbora of the Soxton Bloke circlo.

But cvon so, I comot call nysdf o real Bloko fan,
insonuch ns I Imv o nover beom g rogular roador of Blakc's
adveonturcse I call.mysclf a erazy reader, for I had
Merazea" in roal ing Blakes  And thoso erazes I havo always
‘had at rogulor intervels, vhich perheps sounds rothar Solf=
contradictorys Hotry Tot1 ilerry and Inrry Vhoarton I con
read o1l the tirice I ncvor grov tirod of thate 3ut wdth
Blokce T rould rocd him solidly for porheps a nonth,
gtory aftor £ orye Thon I would necgleet hin for o tine,
only to havo mnothar erazo loter ona

Then the Union Jack appoarod first wvith its vari-
colourod covery I beught tho firs eme = "Tho Caso of tho
Borus Judge", o Lestrol storys I thought it a grond yormy
ond =till doe I -ront on vith-"Tho Dog Dotcetive” and nado
ny first acqueointonec of the Confolerntiom, rnd vms
foscinatodse Tho wouldn't boe  For imny nenths I hol tho
Union J~ek ropulorly, ldlichting in tho voricty of storics
4111 ry fiekle soul grew tirod, ond I lcft Soxton Bloke
~lone for amther long paricd.

sSuch 'ms ny sxdmwikyx cursory treationt of tho world's
ectest dotoctivos
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Locking bock over it 211, Jown the vistn o o
T know thot the Piorro Qu:‘:oulc’,- storios \_‘{1‘:;5 ;fﬂth?ij::trd
.dith noe I rond thoo to~day, ond onjoy thaa just os m:c.h
g vhon they voro first publisgicds I loved the Kostral
1-los toos Lvon such toles os "Lody of Rowvensod_ o" and
wTho iystory of Xo4", theatrieal cos they cro by nodorn
stondnrds, hovo o char of thoir owm vhich the nodorn
writors novor sucecod in oopturinge

Ono sory vhich alvnys rounins in iy ciory as an
ospeeinlly cloverly vritton yarn was a Soxton Dloke Lib:
gtory - eclled "Tho Grot Dinrpnd Bluff". Sorio yoars ofbor
the story antitlol as obove ims pudlishod, I sav o filn
of the sune titloe Tho plot ns similar, but it Jid not
introlduec Blrkoe I have ofton wonderod thother tho
seript vritor of the filu wight hove boon the saue Lan
vho roto tho story.

T rcnatber buydng, roading, znd cnjoying the
faioug "Trm" sorics in the Union Jock, sluply and sololy
boecuse I wms clieys interostol in Tromse I olinys
bought tho Xuns nubors, tos,

T likod Tinkor os o yowth in his tcuise I likal
Mirbe €21l Bicke by the honely nomue of "CGuv'ner',
theugh thoy droppod it fer o tince I likol irses Burddll,

1y fawurite story in the UuJe onl S.B.Le ms
wndoubtedly "The liystory Dox" by Piorre Quiroul ce.
Curicusly onouch It ims omo of his fow tclos in vhich
10 cetion cid net move cub of Encland.

BLAKLuL, in 1952

There is overy rorson to supposc thet 1952 vill bo
o sonentous one in tho eorcer of fietions  roctost private
Jitoetives The nemly fernod Blnke Cirele vdll st
likcly stindote crenter irtorcst in tho :in fron Dakor
and with the adled co=operation vhich is cxpectod
is vonturc iuch rescarch 141l be unlertckon. Ve
= to try and Loke this goetion of tho C.D. of ovon
rostor imtercst then hitherto ond it is honod thet &1l
those interestoed vill holp in this rospocte Quite o lot

1

of imterosting foets shotld eone to licht ore lonis




