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FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR

A Heppy New Year to All, and Good Hunting

According to Plen: Exsctly a yeer sgo tonight, December
the 19th, I was busy mailing the fAnmsl. I heve just
returned home from the seme plessant tesk. Round sbout
10 p.mn. I made my sixth jourmey to the ¢.P.0. end dropped
the last of the packets into the mouth of the letter Box.
It seemed choked end I heard a voice ssy from somewhere be—
hind it, "hat the h—1's sll this lot." I did not en-
lighten the voice. 48 I welked home I gave & sigh of re-
lief, for it's no smsll responsibility preparing our Ammusl.
I hed sccepted quite & lot of half-guiness, snd wes expected
to deliver the goods. Supposing someons much concerned
with its production hed fallen 111 st the eleventh hour; or
something else had heppened to wreck our plensl I more thay
once hed shuddered at the thought. However, praise be,
right from the time we fixed the date for the first article
to be typed everything trevelled on oiled wheels.

Glencing through e copy after s well-eerned supper it
seemed to me thet it would besr comparison with ite
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predecessors. There mey be o fow small errors and two or
three changes of address ceme slong too lete for insertiom.
These end other corrections will sppeer elsewhere in thise
issue.

heserBlCrit iR TO BATAnTE £41RTBAErEEY S1 1B PR
useful enywey.

If the price of peper hed been e comperetively minor
item in cost of production es it used to be, we could have
displayed the srticles better; es it is they have a crowded
lcok, but thet's ineviteble. The situstion is the seme &s
during the First Tier when our fevourite pepers hed to sppesr
with tiny type, smell illustrations end nutshell editor's
chat.

vell, I'm off to bed to dreem of # bright Christmes end
%0 heer vuices saying, I hope, "It's worth 2 gaines # time,
not half."

Next Dey. I've just received £ letter from Herry Homer:

he esks, "ihom shell I write sbout for next yeer's Annuel?"
There's enthusiesm end quick service for you. I'm suggests|
ing Leon Kestrel or Plummer. That do you think?

Hoger Jenkins, too, is thinking of tackling Bunter. Oh
yes, he'd find something fresh, den't worry. And I've some
articles in hend which will still be topicel. Looks ss if
we shell heve the next Annuel ready round sbout midsummer!

1._& Chenge of Sm%. Some of you know that cheerless,
! prison-like rcom in ch I spent most of my working dey.
~ell, I've now moved on to & switchboerd in encther berracks
g little further along the rosd from York. It's now kmown
88 Imphel Barrecks, 'phone mmber York 53621. Then you
enter the berrecks gete you turn right snd welk slong ebout
50 yerds when you will see my rcom fecing e stretch of green
turf . It's o2 cosier room with e decent electric fire tc giy
you # wermer welcome if you care to cell when you ere pasainq.-
this wey. .

ve s es
Acknowl edgenent: I should just like to esey how much I
eppreciate the scores of greetings cerds I heve received,
meny of them from friends I heve never secen. I sm sure you
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will reslise it is impossible for me to aclmowledge them
individuelly. If too, I heve feiled to reply to letters
conteining quiries recently I am sure you will admit I
e good excuse if I bleme the Annual. However, I shall now
be sble to get o bresther, so if you have questions to msk
you will heer more promptly from

Yours sincerely

HERBERT L7CI"NBY.

Postscript. Christmes Dey. Views on the Anmmel rre elrea

flowving in my post or 'phone, end gee! why, we seem to ha
scored egein. I perticulerly like this tribute from Wilfred
DPerwin to his fellow ertist, "Verdict - Better then ever.
Cover design very striking. Bcb Yhiter's best.”

You can perhops imegine the thrills I got s these
voices ceme over the lines with their sincere congretulsti
- John Shaw's. Jim Hepburn's, Bob "hiter's, for exemple.
Oh, what perfect timing to bring ebout e heppy, contented
Christmes for me. - H.L.

THE [WRUAL
Amendments and Corrections

Pege 12, Right-hend column. Statement that Greyfriaes
Hereld was back on New Yeer's Day, 1919, is incorrect.
Dete wes 1/11/1919 ss steted psge 13, laft column.
Pege 1. Should reed: Pre~Sexton Bleke Stories.
The Collcctors!' “ho's "/ho.
Poge 109. G. R. Adsley's group should reed 5(2) (b)
Prge -LE' Robert Blythe's eddress should read
46 Carletoh Rosd.
Pege 38. The list of Sexton Biske Stories in Boys' Friend
Librery wes supplied by H.C.N. Price, Fergete.

Chenges of Address received too lete for publicoation:

Pege 111. E. V. Fughes, 38 Esst Front koed, Peghem Beech,
Bognor Regis, Sussex.

Pege 123. Rowlend Storey, c¢/c R. Jobling, 4 Byron Street,
Shieldfield, HWewcastle.

Pege 121. A.Jiright Rhodes, H.Q. Inte]%i%em:g Dig:ﬁ Tishnerhe,
Pege 116. John Gunn, Gunn's Guest }Tcﬁ;ei'l S'tx-mtford Squere,
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THE MEN WHO WROTE FOR BOYS
No_.Q._—LﬂiS%OH
By Herbart Leoken!
Llreedy @ good desl hes sppeered in our psges about

Mexwell Scott ®till remembered with effection by men with
grey in their hsir., REerly on, Stanley M,idment told us a
lo¥ ebout him, then ceme one of our big 'sccops' - the
extracts from the ruthor's disries; leter Herry Dowler geve
e vivid description of his holidey in the very house in
which his idol hed written his stories.

Nevertheless, this series would not be complete withouy
him, so I will set down some cf my personel recollections
end views.

Mexwell Scott sterted his long cereer as & writer of
boys' stories in 1894. It wee e modest beginning for they
were of ten or twelve peges in length in the humble helf-
penny Mervel, Union Jeck end Pluck. There wes e notsble
feature, however, for severel of them concerned Nelson Lee, P
detective who wes destined to become elmost es femous es
Sexton Blake. The stories must have ceught on, for when
Pesrson's sterted the Big Budget in 1897 they immediately
snepped up Mexwell Secott. For them he crested snother
detective, Kenyon Ford, £ cerbon copy of Neleon Lee.” Here
asgein it wes complete stories st first, followed later by
more embitious serisls.

Although I hed reed some of the complete stories in the
pepers I have mentioned, and also in the leter deys of the
Zd Boys' Priend, it was not until the Boys' Friehd beceme
o panny in June 1901 thet I begen to sit up end notice
Mexwell Scott. For in thet memorsble No.l of the penny
nGreen 'Un" there sterted "Bimis of Prey". It wes given
pride of plsce ; the front page with e thrilling picture by
Arthur Clerke, who wes to be associeted with meny a Mexwell
Scott Nelson Lee story in the future.

T/hat & grand yern thet wes! I recell it still, 50
yeers on: the detective et grips with cne of those orgenisa-
tions of orime - The Order of the Ring: et its head The
Chief, The Squire snd The Doctor, not forgetting the long-
skirted, wasp-weisted, dark-heired femsle confederste,
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Ledy Ursule. From then on for meny yeers stories by
tiexwell Scott followed each other in rspid succession in the
Hermsworth snd Peersom pepers, rnd slso Cessell's "Chums".
48 is well known now he wes :ctunlly Dr.John "/, Steniforth,
with 2 prectice on » wild pert of the Yorkshire coest. How
he mensged tc look after his petients end write the stories
he did is ¢ mystery. Meybe in those dsys people did not
fell ill so often, or perheps some may sey they did but
couldn't efford e doctor.

Lrywoy. with "Birde of Prey®s" céncluding chepter cszme
a new seriel, "The Silver Dwerf". This hed e plot which
Mexwell Scott used on severrl occesions in latur stories —
s wronged or missing heir with the proofs hidden in some
object which took his detectives in » chese to distent lands.
In this story the Silver Dwerf wes ¢ smell statuctte end ’J‘

before his quest was over Nelson Lee hed trovell.d right
round the warld end through e second story "The Missing Hei.

Exsctly & yesr sfter the stert of the ponny Boys' Friend,
the Boys' Reelm wes born. In its first volume sppesred
two Nelson Lee stories, "N:lson Lee's Rivel" snd ™The Hidden,
will". These r1s0 wvere good ysrns, but they were illus-
trated by Fred Bemmctt insterd of Arthur Clerke, which in my]
opinion mrde them spperr leses =ttrective. Crme enother Yeer
end the "Boys' Herrld" - 1903. In No.2 sterted “Folson
Lee's Pupil". This deserves & pl-ce in history for the
pupil wes Nipper, enother wronged heir who when things were
righted sfter adventures on lamd end ses, beceme Richerd
Remilton. Yes, in 1903, four yeers before the coming of
Tom Merry - a score for the Leeites, methinks, h:re It is
rether surprising this story hes not hed more ettention then
it hes; however, perhaps we cén devote e specisl srticle to
it sometime.

The mystory solwved, Nelson Lee edopted Wipper snd sent
him to St.Kiniens to be educeted. Seeing how much time he
spent at St.Franks later, he should heve Been e well reed
youth! St ries concerning his rdventures at this first
school were "Nipper's Schooldeys", (Boys' Hereld"), . n
“The Crptain of St.Niniens (Boys' Friend) and "The Pighting
Pifth" (Boys' Reelm).

a8 heppened when E S, Brooks took over Lee end Nipper
yeers leter, some of Mexwell Scott's were o mixture of
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detective end school story.  An exemple was "Detective - -4
Werdem Nelson Lee" wherein the detective took on the job
indicsted at & prison neer the school. He wee sfter still
another wronged heir who it was found wes actually et the
school under.another name, One more was there slso,
snother Dick, end & second werd of the benevolent Nelson Led

In these stories, and emother celled "The Bleck House",)
Maxwell Scott, probebly scting under orders, ettempted to
introduce & lot of & tick humour. Irdveriably each
instelment had an exciting picture, end @ funny one. Wherd
I wes concerned, at anyrgte, the stories loet some of their
appesl. .

& " Quite & number of other yerns took Nelson Lee into the
reelms of sport — both cricket smd football. 1In one "The
Foothkall Detective™, he proved to be quite & .chever forward
This appesred in the Boys' Hersld. In these staries he
introduced the sctusl English League clubs with the changes
in the table frequently displayed. Yet we had it on the
suthority of his son that Mexwell Scott never ssw a pro-
€essique] gewe. iy his lifg - This does not sppear to have
handicapped him in the slightest, for his "Herd Pressed" in
the "Big Budget" ran for over 40 weeks. .

Fevourite though he was of mine, there wee something
sbout his writings which slways smused and rether puzzled
me. In teking his detectives roeming by lend and -see -he
went to any amount of trouble to get his timings right. He
mst alweys have worked with ¢ Bradshew end a Lloyds
Shipping List by his side. Despite this he wes gullty of
s mumber of pet phreses which he used time end time egein
in the seme story. A typicel exemple was "Quivering with
Excitement". It wes never “trembling” or “shivering" but
ever "quivering". Others which I used to love to look out
for were "like en arrow from e bow', "In less time than it
takes to tell" end "is the reeder will remember”.

However, he wes @ pest master £t pecking a succession
of genuine thrills into en instalment without fzlling beck
on the fentastic, so we could forgive him such lapses.

It would be impossible to name 1l his seriels. in the
space ot my disposel. Here sre's few thet come to mind at
rendom. "The Grest Unknown", "A Son of the Ses", "The Golden
Quest", Britein Across the Sees" (21l in the Boys' Friend),
™Phe Iron Hend" end ™The Vinged Terror” (Boys' Hereld),
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"The Iron Skull" end "The Red Hand" (Boys' Lsader)s
"The Seven Strre", "Hidden Gold"snd "Lorrimer's Legecy"
(Big Budget. )

Then writing for the "Boys® Lesder™ his detective wes
Vernon . Read; for "Chums" -Mertin.Dasle, end, es I have
plrendy stated, ilenyon Ford for the Big Budget.

Idol es he wes of mine in my boyhood, there is ome
circumstence ebout his stories which slwrys meckes me foel
hot under the collcr when I think sbout it. Long efter
nis deeth (et Hinderwell, Jemuary 3, 1927) some of his
werlicet stories,"The Silver Dwerf" wes one, were republished
not under his neme, but thet of ¢ mysterious John ‘ndrews.
There may be & reeson, but the life of me I cen't think what
it would de. To me it wes ss much secrilege es if "David
Copperfield" wes credited in a new edition to some Tom Noddy.

The sversge present dey schoolboy, immessed in /mericen
"comics" with their eedism end strip tesse girls, would
probably scoff et # story. yy Mexwell Scott. h well, meybd,
but in the deys when thet geniel Yorkshire doctor's pen wea
80 busy writing for boys, the words juvenile delinguency
were seldom hesrd in the land.

FOR SALE: 130 Nelson Lees 1921-1923. 6 bound vols.Magnet
1934 (in blue cloth); 25 copies Boys Reelm 1904, T bound
vols. B.0O.P. 1877-1891-1900; 2T Tizerds 1930, 50 "izerds
1937-85 48 Tizerds 1937; 12 Tizerds 1929; T2 Skippers
19313 34 Skdppers 1938; 15 Skippers 1930; seversl Bunter
rnd Tom Merry books; 24 loose "Boys' Own Prper" 1890-1897.
4lso Bessie Bunter of Cliff House ~nd Jeck of %11 Trades.
offers to E. Hervey, Ring 0'Bells Church Street, Stoke-on-
Trent, Steffs.

TIASNTED: Blue-covered Gems conteining Trlbot stories.
Price to Robert Ferish, 24 English Street, Longtown,
Cumberlend. ;

T ANTED: In good condition. "Union Jecks" 896390859104
9693;1030;1032310403105151052;10535111551454,  Good price
prid for eny of these numbers. L.JPeckumen, 27 Archdale Rord,
Eest Dulwich, London, S.E.22.
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HESUIT OF CCLLICTORS' DIGTST VCTING CONTEST. Heat 4.

There wes e lerge entry for the Fourth end Finel Heet
in this Contest. The folluwing is the order in which the
verious series were pleced by the gemerel vote.

1st. C. The Loneaster Series.

2nd. F. The Popper Islend Series.

3rd. D. The Holidey Anmurl Series.

4th. B. The Richerd Stoele Series.

5th. A. The Revenspur Grange Series.

6th. H. The Crocker Series.

Tth. G. The Maccolini Circus Series.

8th. E.  The Alonzo, the Greet, Series.

The Lancester Series wes en essy first, tsking the lead right
from the stert and keeping it throughout the contest. It
undoubtedly deserikes its pleace.

The Popper Islend Series, in securing sscond place,
shows the undoubted pcpulerity of the barring-ocut theme.
Both the sbove series pess into the Finsel, which is now to
be fought.

It will he noted thet the Revenspur Grenge series wes
pleced 5th, e feirly low plecing for e fine thriller series.
This series wes minus Bunter, which suggests thet readecrs
like their Bunter.

The surprise of the vote is the fect thet the fAlomzo
series céme last. It is the first time thet one of the
esrlier series has been pleced so low. It mey well be that
hlonzo is not & very populer cheracter, or it could slso be
thet the more fantestic type of story does not have such
generel appeel.

Two voters cewme very close together in the results, end
ewerds will be msde £s follows: -~
L postel order for 15/- hes been sent to

Stenley Impson, "Stenfield", Jerninghem Rd.,Nr.Norwich.
4 portel order fur 5/- hes been semt to

George 7. Fuller, 10 Court Plece, Brighton.

The Editor thenks reerders for their kem support, which
hee mede these contests such e grest success. KOV twrm to
the GRLND FIN.L, send in your vote, #nd hept to give this
interesting competition £ bumper finish.
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OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB
London Section
Christmes Meeting et Cherry Plece, December 16th.

The climax of the Festival of Britein year ps regerds
the Brotherhood of the Happy Hours wes reached at the
excellent Y uletide meeting of Bob Thiter's "Cherry Plece".
4 grend ettendence, which included three of our Brighton
friends, Robby, Bill Jerdine snd Herold Bushby, enjoyed o
very memoreble end fustive time. Cheirmen Len ppened the
proceedings in his best style snd after the usuel formslities
geve 8 very good eccount of his visit end lecture to a
locel youth club, the subject obvious to #11, viz. the old
well loved books of our youth. Len slso stated thet his
wall filled screp-books sre sveileble to 11 members. The
new officiel stationery of the club was shewn and epproved.
The illumineted eddrees for presentation was well in hend,
thonks to the committes of three thet were elected lest
month., A discuseion on en ides thrt wes brought up ¢
couple of years sgo, to wit, 2 club badge on o design by
Bob Whiter. It wes sgreed that the othor clu®s be asked
e8 to their opihions ss the more bedges required the chesper
the cost.

The .mstralien 0,B.B.C. first news letter was then
circulsted round. After some more officiel business, the
festive side of the meeting wes then thoroughly enjoyed.

I set the bell rolling with e peper on the famous Yuletide
Sexton Bleke suthor GwWyn Tvens. This was well received
end in the eight question quuz on the subject Josie Peckman
and Cherlie Viright deedhusted for the first plece, snd Jim
Prrrott wes & good third. The lights were then put out
end Bob "hiter geve & reeding by candlelight of o chapter
from the "Hegnet", "The Trnith of Heynhem Cestle" which
introduced the Christmes Ghost. This wes well received,
and then Bob Blythe conducted two of his originsl Quis
contesta. Iiround the wells were placed "Nelson Lees snd
"legnets" blindfolded es it wore. Members hed to guess
whet the titles were in one of them end in the other what
wea the mein chsracter on the cover. The former deelt
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with the Christmes numbers end olso Berring-out edventures.
The result of this one wes 8 triple dead-hest ss Len Peckmen
Bob Whiter end Cliff Tellig tied for the first place. The
second quiz wes won by Cliff Viellis, Len Packmen wes second
and Ron Crollie wes third. [Locke wes the key word for
the Eliminetor quiz  end Lem was first, Bob Blythe second
and Ron Descon third. 48 2 result of the contests our
worthy chairmen keeps his place #s quiz chesmpion for the
yesr 1951. Cherecter studies were indulged in snd ceused
many & leugh., Two rounds of & quiz sew meny intelligent
questions asked end this wes greetly enjoyed. The spresd
wes very sood snd seessoneble and reflects credit to the
ledies who worked with 2 will. Greetings 21l eround the
walls from 11 the verious charecters homes end ebodes
end the Box of bonboms with the fevourite screp book
drewings ofSexton Bleke, Gussy, Rio Kid, Hendforth etec.
were greetly admired, end when ceme the bell for call-over
end locking up, ell left with the hespiest of memories.

hnmuel Genersl Meeting at 12, Ashburnhem Places
Greenwich, S.E.10, on Jenuary 20th.

Copies of "Billy Bunter Butts In", & very fine story,
heve been despetched to 21l who ordered them, but if anyo!
hee been forgotten, kindly notify me. .

UNCLE BENJLMIN.

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB

(Northern Seetion!
Christmes Party, December 22nd, 1951.

The long cweited event wes held et 239 Hyde Park Rcadd
sterting et 4 p.m. The postponement from the originel dete,
the Bth, prevented & mumber from being present, nevertheleas,
18 were there. They included Tom end Mrs. Hopperton
from Scervorough, brs. lLeckenby (York) end Brien Honeysett
(Bt.;.nnea—on-Secj. Unfortunstely, grestly to our dis-—
eppointment, contimued illness prevented the presence of
our cheirmen, Reg Iludson. That wea the one shedow over
¢ very successful and heppy evening.

The tebles were laden with good fere reminiscent of
pre-wer deys. Mrs. Gereld illison end Miss Vere Cozotes
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erc to be heertily congretuleted for o "reight good do".
we shculd heve been in » bed wey without the ladies.

The tebles clesred ewey, photogrephs were teken . Then
Mrs. 4llison's husband, Gereld, he of the fartile brein,
ceme into the picture with a progremme which kept things

going merrily until nesrly 10 p.m. First s Twenty Questions

gession, with Breesze Bemtley, Tom Hooperton, Horace Twinhem
and myself comprising the teem, end Gereld ss Question
Mester. Un-Gilbert Herding like he never lost his gemisl
smile or his temper, despite the fect thet the team scored
eight out of ten.

Followed ™iho i{illed Gosling?", ¢ short pley vhich
ceused mich smusement e#nd had e surprise finish.

Then came ". Country Morning Remble" e short stoxy
with twenty ®lenks which the compeny had to fill with nemes
of Greyfriars cherecters. “Irinkled brows here whilst
Gersld smiled.

Ev.ryone then settlsd beck whilst "Breeze" rerd en
axtract from an old time Gem Christmes number, s Dickens-lik
description of & reel old-feshioned Christmes spent at
Huckleberry Heeth.

Dhere were other enjoysble items on the orogremme, but
I mstn't over-run my Space.

Yes indeed, the Prrty seemed # long time coming, but
it wes the verdict of r11 it wes w:11 worth weiting for.

Next meeting Seturdey, Jenusry 12th, 1952.

H, LuCil ¥BY,
Northern Section Corr:spondent.

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB - kidlend Section

Report of Meeting et the Townsend Club,
Birminghem, on November 25th.
Present wire Choirmen, Secretery, Treesurer, fnd
thirteen other members. Choirmen Jeck Corbett snncunced
thet sr. C H. Chepmen had expressed grert plessure when he

wrote regerding his recent visit to Birminghem. Furthermord,

Mr, Chepmen is delighted to become Honorery President of
our Club. This is indeed ¢ proud moment for us. Herk!
did I heer o voice from London sey "one proud moment of

-]
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many so proud"”? ‘ell, to ell who peruse this report I say
e sgked Mr. Chepmen to be OUR President boceuse only the
beat is suitsble for the best, end he certeinly is one of the
best. Tie had snother nice little write-up in the Birminghem
Meil together with a picture of our new president "doing his
ptuff" and prints of the photograph will soon be eveilsble
to £1l who went them, price spproximately 3/— esch. Frenk
Williscn geve en interesting talk on the Old Pepers, and he
certeinly cen put it scross. Some of his po.tnzs were
(i) The St.Jim's stories were better thun Greyfriars up to
gbout 1926, then the Mognet improved considerebly. (i1) The
eerly compenion peper to the Gem wes Pluck. (iii) He sedid
that F.R. told him in @ letter thet when he dons the mantle
of Mertin Clifford he finds Bunter merely en slso-ren &8s
compered with Tum Merry & Co. (iv) Frenk Willison holds
the yarns by Cecil Heyter in very high eateem, and if you
went a good insight of the old pepers, get hold of Sexton
Plekes, Populers, and Boys' Fricnd Libraries of pre-1920 issue.
Lfter Frenk's telk we hed e quiz end the three Daveys romedl
home easy winners, and received a Megnet each. ‘ie mede
enother new member and I sm sure thet Betty Jeckson thorough~-
1y enjoyed herself on her first night. The Club atationsry]
beering deteils of officers of the Club is for sele to
individusle; six sheets end six emvelopes 1/6 plus postages
The December gathering will be = BUNTER BEANO XiaS PLRTT
on December 15th seme place.
Cheerio &ll,
PETER MELLOR, Saecretary.
(Bewsre, Petert I femcy I cen heor London celling "Hil who
wes it who found ir. Chepmen?" - Id.)

Cen enyone plesse help with the following Megnets: 881, 862,

925, 795, 797, 798, 799, 119, 906, 907, 940. I elso need
meny other numbers between 730 and 960. Cost of Lsdrmeil
on lists forwerded gledly refunded. Vill psy your price.
I have cbout 50 Megnets end Gems 1919 onwsrds end hundreds
of Lees, Modern Buys, Scouts, ete. for exchange. .
Cherles van Renen, Box 50, Uitenhege, South Africe.

VW.NTED: Boys' Megezines, No.332 onwerds. Plesse stete
price. T. Derwin, 76 iestern Roed, Esst Demne, Rotherham.
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ELHILTONIL
Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

Hy wordl ‘what e spread neerly sll the natiomsl morning
pepers, end many of the provinciel morning end evenings geve
the Bunter television esudition held on December 3rd. The
*Deily Mirrer" geve it the front page. Ien lackey devoted
his delightful diery to it, and the dignified "Deily Tele-
graph" ellotted helf e columm, snd Reynolds News the follow-
ing Sundey en emueing certoon. It wes apperent thet all
the news hewka hed known their Greyfriers even though Ism
Mecksy surprisingly mede Bunter spesk through the mouth of
Inky. They 211 wrote light-hesrtedly, looking upon the
coming of Bunter to the television screen es ¢ good lark.

But my post-bag shows that there's 2 sheking of heads
smong the fuithful. Sc fer T heve not received r single
letter from e Greyfriars member of cur circle who is looking]
forwerd optimisticelly to February. .1l say in effect,
"None of the substitute writers, even the experienced ones,
succeeded in dcnning the mentle of Cherles Heailton. Wot
one geve us the reel Bunter. How on eerth then cen o schoold
boy whe hed never reed & Magnet, snd who =rs & bebe in erms
"ot the time it died, portrey him convineingly on the screen?
They edd, "There's far more to it then ¢ matter of girth,
ceting jem terts end seying, "I sey you fellows® in e
squesky voice."

Yes indeed, it's on e prr with expecting & pleyer of
smell perts in o third-rete thestricel compsny to teke on
H:mlet in the Test End.

ind it must be remembered that slthough Bunter was =
greet part of Greyfriers, he wesn't the whole of it,and they
have to be very oereful in choosing the other cherecters.
ire they going to moke Bob Cherry distinct from Frenk Nugent
sey? There will be trouble if thoy don't, I know # chep
down "icod Green wey incidentally who could pley Bob Cherry
to the life if they c.ould only menege to reduce his inckes.

Look whet heppened to Isn Meckeyjefter thet Bunter errny
of his he ceme flong with over @ column dressed in seckcloth
end eshes, under the heeding, "My epologies to Greyfriars
0.B's. In thrt whaimisicel wey of his he daescribed how en

ovelenche of letters hed follen on Bouverie Strect.
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Seid he, "This is the Fet Owl of Fleet Street, squeel
for mercy. I em grovelling in the dust and the sbjectivity
of my crewlingfulness is terrific."

end this:

"¢ judge by the storm this has rrised I might heve said
thet "Das Kepitel" wes written by Yisldron Smithers or
"Hecbeth" by Noel Cowercd. Then I ettributed e remark of
Seneca's to Blaise Pescel & few wecks sgo, not » pen wes
reised t¢ brein me, But this bit sbout Billy Bunter hes
opened the getes of Acheron end sll hell is loose upon me."

There wes lots more of it with quotes from letters he
had received. Then, I'1ll be blessed if he didn't mske enothgr
bloomer by calling Mr. Quelch hesdmester of Greyfriars. Thet
brought him more trouble.

Yiell, it's to be hoped Joy Herington hes noted whet
heppened to Isn Meckey, or there mey be ¢ danger of hée
Christien neme being very insppropriste round sbout next
Februery.

How ebout scliciting the servicea of some of our members
a8 expert sdvisers?

Some of cur younger reeders mesy never heve heerd of
nSchool end Sport", thet plucky, or feolherdy (whichever wey
you look et it) venture of 30 yeers sgo. s it wes sterted
o8 @ rivel of the Gem snd Mrgnet it mey be thought it herdly
comes under the heeding of Hamiltonie, but it does, £s you
will see when you read Tom Hopperton's grephic description
of & tragic story.

"SCHOOL ..¥D SPORT"

% Tom Hopperton
_mon,, the shocl of boys' pepers sterted in the yesrs

after the 1914-18 ".or, there is cme which holds & peculier
fescinetion for me, not sc much for whet it wes, but beceuse
of whet it might have been. "The Gen" ossumed its finel
furm slmost by sccident, es Tom lMerry hed to expel his co-
tenents ond St.Jim's only supplented Clavering ea en efter-
thought, while "The lingnet", which hed 2 Minerve-like birth,
wee lsunched cn the strength of lese then twelve months'
pupulerity of its friendly rivel. Then “School end Sport"
sew the 1light on 17th Dec.mber, 1921, however, its new school
of St.fit's wes being developed frum the ripened experiemce

P
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of fourteen yecera of St.Jim's, thirteen of Greyfriars, snd
six of Heokwood. Given o frir ficld, it shculd have been
the kdng of them #£1l.

in edded spice wes given, too, beceuse of my ides thet
the peper, Tesulting from differences in Fleetwey House, wes
8 "breskewey" by Chsrles Hemilton end H...Hinton, deliberste-
1y designed to meet end beat their ..P. successes, . Thanks t
the kindness of ifr. Hemilton, who hes unrevelled for me some
of the remerkebly tengled skein of the short-lived wzekly, IT
now kme~ that this wes not quite correct. s1though nominel
1y cwned by Populesr Publicetions ILtd., it wes Winton's child,
and Mr. Hemilton, whils yielding to persussion to write for |
it, discleims eny intention of entering into competition with
his own pepers, which loyelty to his publishers would have
precluded. He thought, rnd still thinks, thot in those so
different deys there wes room for everyonme ond thet "Schcol
znd Sport" c:uld heve lived heppily by the side of the .\.P.
publicetions. Not umneturally, he found thet not everyone
shared thet view! He inclines, too, to the belief thet
Hinton thought rs he did, but, while I diverge from his
opinion with the utmost diffidencec, it is difficult to con-
ceive that the editor wes thinking of enything but direct
competition with "The Gem" snd "The Magnet". He copiss their
unique meke-up of & 30,000 word school yern featuring the seme
cost continuously - even drawing in the seme euthcr - end the
metter is surely clinched by the prior publicity which in-
cluded circulerising resders of the other weeklics, whose
nemes end eddressee could only have been obteined through
Hinton's officiel conncetion with the L.P.

Sentimentel reesons presmebly kept "The Boys' Friend"
¢nd"the Boys! Reelm" to their trediticael - end ewkwerd end
outmoded - formet. Tihy en editor es experiencsd as lir.Hinton
chose to duplicste it in 1921, rnd why hs wes content with the
less then mediocre drewings of R.H,Evens 2re likely to remein
unsolved mysteries. He wes better servzd with the serial.
"The Cruise of the 'Tartar'™ wss ebove rersoneble reproech,
probebly beceuse "John “sinterton", the reputed euthor, hed
211 the eermerks of being Duncen Storm.

The pley's the thing, though, #nd it is on the mein
stories by "Clifford Clive" thet our interest centres. The
ovening series, putting it in bald outline, desls with Herry
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wrmeless, & boy of unknown perentege, going to St.Kit's Schoo
on ¢ scholership, being befriended by & deccptively languid
sristocret nemed llgernon .wbrey St.Leger whom he rescues frgm
drowning, discovering thet his father is Colonel Lovell, St.
Leger's uncle, ond breeking down the largely snobbish opposi{
tion tc him in the school until he becomes Ceptein of the ’
Fourth. There is nothing perticulsrly criginel in this typd
of plot, which wés used in "Boys of Englend" wry beck in 1879,
while in 1915-16 Frenk Richerds had sent Frenk Courteney to
Highcliffe under scmewhet similer circumstences in the Boys!
Fricnd Librery. I ¢m not one of those impossiblists who
feménd brend-new plots in every issue of A boys' weekly: thd
point is, why this perticuler type of plot, which is edmit-
tedly dramatic but — despite the smooth end convincing -
nerretion - conteins more inherent improbebilities then most.
: : (Tc be continued)

THE PICX OF THE SERITS. WNo.l12
The Fentestic Series
Cherles Hemilton hes the heppy kneck of meking the im-
possible seem probeble, ¢nd the fentastic feirly likely. Butf
. rerely did he lead us into the reelms of the fer-fctched, end
‘ even when he did the resder did mot heve the feeling thet the
events of which he hed been reeding just r~ould not have hep-
| pened. In thg fentestic cless, one would prcbebly place thel
| LIONZC THE GRULT Series (5 stories, 1933), when _lonzo Todd
: beceme possessed of the strength of e gient. It wes fentestic,
but it wes grend resding. There wes scme skilful cheracter
| peinting, too,when .lonzo, usuclly so meek &nd mild, becsme B
y 8mug ¢nd domincering reformer under the influence of his un-~
eccustomed power. this cless,tuo,would fell the BUNTER,T
Billionsire Series (7 stories, 1934). Interesting end rend-
gble,like #11 Frenk Richerds( work, this series, where Bunter
becomes possessed of enormous wee-l%h, did not resch the heights
of the Alonzo series, chiefly Wsceuse Bunter beceme & little |
tedious with his fetuity. In the Gem, one could probebly place
the tales of Glyn's verious inventions in th: fentestic clras‘

but they were grend fun £ll the seme., Tho cen ever forget the
Line iechine, or the sutvmetic Bowler,though these inventions
were probebly not fer-fetched at £117 But with Glyn's life-like
model of Gussy, which deceived the mesters, kartin Clifford
rother over-stepped the limits of reeson? nd why shouldn't he?
Teu of sr.demilton's finest "fentestic" stories should *

not be pleced £t all in the "Pick of the Series" for the¥ Wer
t:les specislly written for the Holidey Lnnuel. . de!ightful
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frotesy of St.Jim's, in which Glyn invented a time—eliminbtu]?.
end # fine Grend Guignol sketch of Greyfriers in which, one,
Perkinson, sold his soul to the devil in order tc beccme &
%-r-mt footbeller. Both stories turned out to be dresms 2%
he finish, the only time that the mrestro used this ertific
i hés wriﬁng. t?erhapa they gcu%dwgagetgeeeg ‘tt of laug i

L& em_or Hﬁgﬂe - were Jjus k) (=] octor ere
in the Holidey _5.1-11511:.,11'{':.“Elr

THE NBELSON IEE COLUMN
411 communiceotions to Robert Blythe,
46 Cerleton Rd.,Hollowey, London,N,7.

Leoubtless, meny of you scw sm item in the sports news
sbout » month ago, concerning 2 brillient new ides in foot-
®ell, when Ticlves in the second helf of their geme with
Cherlton turned out werring bright yellow luminous shirts.

rsenel too, pleced e strip of wood coeted with luminocup
peint to show the position of the goslmouth. . bright idee,
you thought. But I wonder how meny of you remembered thet
E.S5. Brouoks wrote 2 story using these 'now idees' in 19307
i.v. Second Now Scries No.42, '"Hendy's Firework Fiesco'.
Hiding my heed in sheme, I must confess thet I didn't, but
it wesn't long before 1t wes pointed out to me by Cyril Benkp
cf Buddersficld, snd sinc. then others heve written.

Some time rgo, in omne of the ‘nnuels, appesred en artic)
entitled "Topfcrlity wes the Keynote"™. How true that is wheh
spplied t> our futhor! In the cese I hrve mentioned ebove i}
wrs more then topicel - it wes prophetic! Brooks wns beth.
On the topicrl side ¢ few series come resdily to mind. "fhenl
the grest Scout Jemborece wes being held st Lrrow Perk in
Birkenheed in 1925 we had the St.Frenks Scouts Series. (It
wes cne of these stories "The Lighthouse Scouts" which merkef
oy intrcduction to the Nelson Lee rnd eventuelly to collect—
ing old Boys' Books. Strenge how smrll things rlter one's
whole cutliok on life. Hed I nct been int.orested in Scout-
ing I shouldn't hevs bought thet Nelson Lee. tfv Nelscn Lee
no collegting, no C.D., no club and no new circle of friends|
There's e morel to £ll thet if only I could think of it})

During the greet floods in Eest Anglis rnd elsewhere in|
1927 he gave us "The Flood et St.Drenks" series. On the
occesion of the Test Hetch between Englond #nd ‘ustrelie in
1921 end egein in 1926, he geve us two excellent cricketing
yerns. Som. mey be f the opinion thet the first of these,

& o
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deeling with Jerry Dodds errivel end how he ceme to play for
Lustrelie in the Test Match, & little too far-fotched. Per—
heps it i8 - to edults. But I fecl thet Brooks wes proving
himself to be no mean sdept et child (particulerly boy)
psychology. Lt a timc when the ®iggest cricketing event foxw

yeers is taking plece, whaet heslthy-minded boy dowsn't like
to picture himself pleying in these grest matches? Brooks
knew thet, 80 he geve them Jerry Dodd end msde him do what
most Woys dreemt of doing themselves. FErmest Lewrence wes
snother cese in point. /i boy beeting professionel boxers st
their cwn geme? Fentestic! Msybe. But not to the boy who
resd the stories. To the resder he wes Lewrence ns he weas
Jerry Dodd. - .

However, I'm developing en ergument I hedn't mesnt to
start, but there's enocugh meterisl there for e full lemgth
erticle. Meybe I'll do it some day! .

To resume. T/hen the Tiewbley Fxhibition wes on we hed
"iembling st embley". Lnd whet sbout the femous diseppeer-
ence of Col.Fewcett in the .mazonien jungle in 1920. That
pr.vided us with one of Brook's best kmown series. St. Frenkp
in the Amezun, El Dorede &nd the White Gients.

Brooks could even moke ercheeolugy an interesting sub-—
ject (& subject herdly celculsted to mske the sversge school-—
®oy delirious with joy et the orospect of reeding ebout it)
but following the uneerthing of s considerse®le find of Romen
relics, he gave us the"St.Frenks Fresh Lir Fiends" s story of
life on e ferm with the discovery of e Romen tomb rs edded
interest. Truly, whetever else might be seid egeinst him,
no-one cen duny that he wes topical.

How ebout his "prophetic''side? Meny of the mechines
end other gedgets he employed heve received nothing but
scornful lenghs end expressions such es "ridiculous!" from
certein ccllectors. But let us see Whether they were so rigidu-
lous efter #11., In Brook's very first story in the N.L. he
brought in o midget submerine. This wes in 1915. They
vweren't funny in 1945!

In the 20's when sircrsft wes Beginning to develop to thd
stoge we knew before the war, and before the big pessenger-—
cerrying plenes were in use, Brooks wes there with his gisnt
plenes bigger ond wetter then enything then known (I'm think-
ing in particuler of the plene used t. take the juniors to
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New Anglis in 1922/ but to be & reslity in the yeers to comd.

Do you remember the submsrine with runners on the top
to take the St.Frsaks junions under the ice to Northestria,
up neer the North Pole? Laughsble? Yet wasn't that very
thing done by the Belglen,Prcfessor Piccard?

Then again, what sbout his ship on gigantic ceterpillaxy
wheels thet was used to cross the Sshera Desert on one
occasion? I grent you thet such a thing hasr't come to
pess just yet, but if I'm not mistsken something similer weq
ectuslly used, on e smeller scele of course, not so mbny
yoeTs ©8g0. i

and so I could go on, but I think I've seid enocugh.
But bear in mind, those of you who scoff at some of Brook's
yueer inventions, he's had the last lsugh on more than one
occasion. He mey yet heve the lest lsugh on othera.

Before I go on to give you this month's gquota of titlesd
end seriasls, I must aspoclogise for a glaring error in last
month's column. I mede the stetement thet it wes in
nirchie's Christmes Perty" (i.e. 2nd W.S. 152-154) that the
cinemetogreph profector wes used. This was not correct.
This gedget wes used in the Raithmere Castle Christmes
series let N.S. No's 137-139). My only excuse is thet I
was writing from memory. Hed I checked with the books I
shouldn't heve mede such e misteke. However, my thenks erd
due to Ernest Hubberd of Sheffield for pointing it out.

And so for the titles:

Note: There two titles sre given, the first is the
detective, end the second is the school story. There only
one is given then that is e full length schuol story.
2nd N.S. No.21, The Test Metch Mystery, by Hedinghem Goesfie]
(7pen-—nmme), Dished!¥piddledt Donel 22, The Vitel Clue,
bt E. Sincleir Helsteed (JE.S.Brook's home was at Halsteed,
Essex). 23, The Lone Flyer, by Robt.7, Comrede, The Tast
Metch Tensnts. 24, Shenghsied, by S. B. Helstesd (?Brocks
The Schoolboy Glider. 25, The Island of Ships, by
S.B. Helstesd. The Remove's Good Turn. 26, Trepped in the
Sergesso, by S. B. Helsterd. Hendy's Helping Hend.

27, Gelleon Gold, by S. B. Helstead. Hoexing the Hesad.

28, The Legion of the Lost, by Robt. 7. Comrade. The River
Rivels. 29, "As You Were" at St.Frenks. ® 30, The Mystery
{ Mester, 31, Archie's Jwfml Threet.

B
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LETTER BOX

(1) " 411 .bout the New Tom iderry Bocks
Hﬂmilton & Co Sstafford) Ltd.
- 1& 2, Melvill
Goldhewk Roed, ":.12.
Deer Sir, 28th December, 1951

Nr. Frenk Richerds hes suggested thet, es Zditor of th
“Collector's Digest", ycu might be interested to hesr from
us regerding e new series of paper-backed novels festuring
Tom Lerry & Co. that we will be commencing to publish in
Februsry, 1952. I see thot some sdvence mention of this
was c.nteined in your December issue of "Collector's Digest {"

The enclosed edvence copy of ¢ leeflet which we sre prclp-

ducing clerifies deteils of this new series, end we should
be greteful if yoli could include detsils in your first
aveiladble issue. Llternatively, we will have available on
Fridey, 4th Pro:, e supply of the enclcsed leeflet, end you
might consider including e copy of the leaflet with esch

copy of your pericdical for distribution to your subscriberd.

If, with your background of experience of Tom lerry
fens, you are eble to meke eny suggestions tc us regerding
the further promotion of these publicetions, we shculd be
most greteful for your sssistence.

Ycurs feithfully,
for Hemilton & Co.(Stafford) Ltd.
H. Asseel, Director.
(uny suggestions, fens? If the lesflets ere received in
time they will be included with this issue.- H.L.)

(2) They Back up Bob “/hiter
(Numercus letters héve becn received supporting Bob “hiter's
ples for the return of the old ertists. The, two foll
sre typicel. = H.L.)
Desr Editor,

Bob Yhiter echoes the sentiments of a good neny of us,
I em sure, when he deplores the illustrations in this yeer's
"Tom serry's Own". ‘/hen I opened my copy I wes eppelled by
the shocking attempts et drewing conteined therein. The
one, for instence, which supposedly depicts Bunter emerging

3
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from the Jlms efter being the victim of Coker's ter attempt
is enough to mcke an old lisgnet reeder weep. If we cammot
heve the old aertists I for one would rether remember the
0ld femilier forms end feces e8 they were. These new
sttempts to portrey the old charscters savour too mach of
the comic strips, which, to my mind, disfigure the book-
stalls of to-day.

Yours sincerely,

THNIST .. HUBB.HD.

(3) The odern School, Surbiton.
16th December, 1951.

Dear Mr. Editor,

> I em delighted that Bob Thiter hes mede the suggestion
that en effort shculd be made tc let sr. Chepmen illustrate
the Greyfriers books, end Mr. Mocdonald return to his first
love, Toa Merry.
i It is all thet is nezeded to meke these fine publicestiong
perfect.

Could hot you use your influence to get the respective
publishers to consider this grend suggestion?
Yours sincarsly,
ERIC FLYNE.

Petience Plessel
Dear ¥r. Leckenby,

I sm extremcly sorry tc say th.t we have hed some Aiffit
culty gbout peper for the Lutcbiogrephy end, in consequence,
feel thetit would now be desireble tc hold over publication
until the New Yesr ¢s by the time copies will beé reedy it
weuld tond to get lust An.the welter of Christmas books. TVie
ere slso hoping to errenge for publiceticn to coincide with
the television progrrmme which should give it en excellent
gend off. I epprecicte that there will be considersble dis-—
sppointment et the delsy but it seems best to teke this
decision in e11 the circumstences.

" Tith kKind-regerds, Yours Bincerely,
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43{90)5 /kina
JBNUBRZ 1952

dited by Il.il.Bend. 10, Irw “en, Rhivbina, Cardiff.
THE ROUND TARL .y
It givos me grest plecsure to give mozt

of this nonth's spoce to detcils of the nevly formed
Sexton Dlako Cirele. ilo doubt you will bo vondering
vhat the nov sign at the top of this page means. /a1l
it is the sign of the 5.3, Circle, a sign which vill be
usod vhonever ond vhorevor Circle mattors aro discusicd
or articlcs by its mambers are featurod. During tho
past for nonths I have discusgcd various plans for tho
inauguretion of the Circlo. It 'ns at firot suggestod
that an Annual Dlako Convontion should be hold ot o placo
conveniont to 2ll Blake lovers and at o tino to suit
thoie  Duo to the dotorminetion nnd untiring offorts of
Harry Hona, Dex Dolphin and 2ill Coloulx the vholo thi
hos beon speceded up and clready the first riceting has ben
hold in London.  On pago two you ill bec cHlc to read the
minutos of this mocting and on sucecceding pages be able
to forn scnio idea as to vhat the Circle intonds to do in
the futurce Lot me soy horo and now that it has ny
vholcheurtod suppert and 2ll possiblc space will be miven
to Circlo zctivities in Blakiann., I trust contributors
to theoso pages vill understond the inportonce of this now
vonturc and not be too disapnoimted if thoir articlcs aro
doloyed o littlos Lot us all hopo thot 1952 +ill bo o
greot yeor for our favourite cheraeteor and niay tho Sexton
Dlnke Circlo thrive and bo instruncntcl in @iving us a
clearer picturo of tho vory commlex Dlcke history. a1 34
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i B TIE SETON BLAE cmum.

tinutcs of Mrst licoting.
Tlold ot tho Choring Cross IHotol, Sunday, 2nd Doconbor 1951.

2430 = 6430 per.

ttondancos Deb Blythe, 2ill Colcomboy Rex Dolph:m, arry|
fotior, Lon nad Josio Poclun an, Yorton Price, Ben thitor,
Charlic ond Olive Uright cnd Archic Young.

The above noned areo the FUUHDER bl BLRS.

Liinutog.

In an initial address Harry Homor strogsed that should
it be docided to form o Soxton Blako Cirelo, it nust be
strossod at the outset that thero nust be no thought of
any eclash vith thoe 01d Boys' Book Club of vhich nost, if
not sll of thoso prosont woro cnthusiastic naibors.  But
Soxton Blaoke collocting necded nuch specinlisation ovding
to tho wmy in vhich the vest ficld was split by an alnogt
totnl lack of chronologienl order in tho publications. For
exariplo, if a “lingot" collcetor docided to po for o cortaih
sorica, oncc he had found the first and last nunbors,
nothing olse romnined but to got hold of thau bat if a
JMakoe colloctor wishod to colloct Robort Lurrny's Confod-
orntion scrics ho had to do work of rescarch covering a
poriod of nliiost fiftcen yeors and thon night not bo certaip
of hoving a couploto list of titlose Anothor point wms
tho onoumt of oxtra vork couscd by luck of inforuation and
publishcd innccurceiose This fiecld night well bo split
into nroas of spceianlisation with Archic Young bocoming,
for oxmplo, tho sxport on Anthony skone and his vork,
thile Bob Blytho night porform a like gorviee for that of
2d-ny Searles Brookse Thopoint nust be stressed thot
this chould be o purcly working body, not a socinl onc.

It 'ns to be groently regrotted that lnurice Dond had not
boon cblo to soc his wmy elear to coning up to London for
this nocting and he should bo kept fully informod as to
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tho rosult of it. Anothor point of inportonce vms the
future position with rogard to doalors ond nounting pricoas
folloving the rogrctieblo possing of John licderaft fror
uld alinys bo suro of a squarc doal,

'h%:,mguggu ton:; rs wms thon gone through point by
point ‘hon it s put to tho ncoting that o docision bo
mdo as to vhothor or not a SEXTON BLIKE CIRCIT ms to
coric into being.

The vote of cprroval oo wnaninoug.

Followed the cloction of thu follouding officeras—

Cucirmcfees sen asn - e Hele ilonore
Vigo Chairmion ... ee “se sea Le Podminne
Scerotory.. vee - e ses  Re Dolphin,
Tronsurcres vee see e cee Ce "richte.

Aftor long, full ondfroc discussion, -dth sovoral 1oint 4§
put to tho véto, the follaving noimts of order woro pissod
as o Juddo to lianbers of Tho Soxton Bloko Circlos=—

Guide %o l'anbors.

l. The nae of the Circlo sholl be THE SEXTON BL..I33
CIRCLE.

2¢ Tho objoct of the Cirele is to furthor roscorch into
Blcke nattor ond inerocse the intcrost in Hloko arionz
cclloctors of old boys' bockss Alsc to discuss and
ollocoto ficlds of study to the uaibers of tho Circlos;
tho rosults to bo studiod ot o future necting ond
publishod in "Tho Golloctors Digost" if roquirod and
~hien doublc—chockod by ot lonst two othor naibors for
accurzey and conplotonosse

3. Tho Circlo to moot at loast thriec n yeoars

4« Tho venue of tho noctings to vary ond to bo arranged
by nutual conconte

5. The Circle to bo affilintod to Tho 0l Boys Book Clube

6s Lligibility for naubership oxtonds to oither sox but
tho prospective nanber is roquired to hove cither a
celloction or a knovlodgo of tho subjoct lorgo cnough
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or docp onough to ronder hin or hor cligible to take
nart in tho wvork os outlinoed in para:rcoph tio - love of
the subjoct clono is not sufficimmt. Ho or sho nust
sinecrcly wish to tako sono netive port in such work cngd
4o hovo tho rosults of any such ork governod by tho
conditionsl claugo containod in the fincl sontonco of
ol L) v e}
g::az:r::,g}l]:rraﬁip of the Soxton Blake Circle is confincd to
-%H%vo, but husbend and vifo vill count for onc uunber-

.

Other busincess

It wos provisionally deeilod that the noxt ncoting bo
hold on Sunday, April 20th 1952, at tho houso of Bikl
Colcombe in Scuthands  This on the oxprese invitotion
not only of Dill himgolf but of his iothor. A sincere
votc of thanks to her vos passod unanirously.

It wns doeidod after discussion to sholvofor tho
presont cny iden of a librery for finoneial and stopago
00 50N Se

A colloetion wns naco of a shilling por hoad to hclp
noy for the ten ond it wnz Jdocidod thot lovics in future
would dopoend on cxpcnses incurrod by soercgorial dutics.

It s Jdoeidod not to launch any nopmzino but to stand
firn bohind "The Colloctors Digcst®s

It wns decided to croate Honoraory iienborship only for
post J aibors but that visitors to iicotings rould bo uade
voleorios

It vns deeidod thot the first and izost pressing noed
wng o full ond dotailed cotelogue of "Union Jock' nunbors,
dotos, titleg and ctory deteils -« a scetion of vhich s
ontrusgtod to each norbors .

Tho nooting broko up ot 6430 aftor a voto of thnks
had boon passcd to the Chairman.

. Choring Cross Hotol.
Lendon, 2¢12.51.

==00000—
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SEXTON BLAKE Xil THL DDUARDIAU ERA. by WALTER VEBB,

But, at his best, Graydon vms quite good, though
it is necessary to twrn to the pages of "The Boys +riengn
to find hin in this ricod. Then, for Hamilton Ldirardas, hel
wrote a serial entitlod "Sexton Bloke in the Gongo™ vhich,|
beginning in the oarly part of 1907, ran for ebout six
nonthse Thils_{m’ one of the bost and cortainly one aof
the longest Dloke advontires published during that Yoar,
doseribed hov Blake, at tho roquest of Holl. King Gdvard
VII, journcyed ‘nte tho vilds of Africa, accorpanied by
Tinkor and Pciro, in opdor to ascortain -hother thero s
any truth in tho reports of brutnlitics wvhich had roacheol
England, concorning tho torrilhlo sufforings of tho nat ives
in the Congo region in connection +ith tho obtaining of
rubbor.

Tlay back in 1884 g eoncross wms hold in Berlin at

vhich fourtoen Europoan Powors wero ropresentod, for the
purposc of opening tho interior of Afrien to trade, and
it ms ngreod udon to recozniso tho Dolgian Pmtoctomto,
tho dorinion of King Loopold ovor tho vast region
mtored by the nighty river Congo and its tributariga,
By the tam of that concos=lon, to thich Gront Britmdn
gove tho scal of her authority, it wes stipulateq by
Belpgium thet trade wms to bo froo, the natives protectod
and olavery nbolished. "But", dananded Willig Lurray
Graydon ficrecely in his author's note, 'how have thoso
prenizos boen kept?  vhat has been tho history of tho
Conpo Frec Stato? It is \ritten in lottors of firo ana
bleods  Rond and loam tho truthe  TFollow Soxton Bloko
gn his mndoringe, ond scoy through hig oyoss tho torrible
sufferings of the peor nofroecs, tho ficndish cruolty of
the bleck soldicrs of Bolgiw, nnd the stagrering hloodo
lust of vhich officors and agents, 21l proupiod by treod
of tho pold fruit of tho rubbor plante Then will King
Loopold sec the fatoful hondvriting on the "nll?  Hoy LracH
longor the rosder mey ~w0ll ask, will Groct 3ritain anag
Zuropsc perniit thosc awful erines arningt Gol ang huonity )

Hovr iiueh longer?
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One con imsgine with what indigneation and wreth
Murrey Graydon wrote these words, for it wes in scething
tones ¢f contempt that he upbreided the tyrennicsl slave
drivers of 4frice's interior es, week by week, he unfolded
his bitter story of their shemeful behavious. Told with
mch more vigour then the suthor wes wont to displey, this
tele of Blske wes, besides being tcpicel, one of the
detective's most notewerthy exploits.

Quite & good effort wes thet entitled "Sexton Bleke,
King's Messenger" in Nc¢.1l4C of the Union Jack. The suthor,
Merk Derren, geve quite e lot of pruminence to e meeting
between Sexton Bleke =nd King Edwerd VII, which resulted in
the criminclogist meking the long journey to Russie,
accompinied by Tinker end Pedre. To #o into the story
in detail w uld teke up far too much space, briefly it
concerned the cclebreted trio's endeavcurs to deliver
gsafely inte the hends of the Tsar of Russir » letter
written in cryptic cypher by H.ul. King Bdwerd, the code cf
which wes secreted in the smell cevity of & ring.

Chepter T next month.
4d. VNGU.KD LIBR.BY: ‘i-nted, Nos. 1, 7, 9, 31, 33, 39,
42, 49, also copies or informetion of stories after Ho.68
by Cherles Hamilton end Frenk Drzke, snd of final issue.

.ny help grestly spprecizted. Tom Nopperton, Courtlands,
Fulfurd Reed, Scarborough.

YOU'VE GOT YOUR ANNUAL

BUT

HAVE YOU FQRGOTTEN YOUR SUB?




