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B“ n“‘r. News Chronicle Reporter
'I‘HD!E 50 school chaps whe
applied for Bunter's part in

ﬂg(‘d 2‘!’ the cdmm:"ﬁ‘unﬂ-n series on

Chosen yesterday fo play
Bunter 3 a %29-year-old acter
named Gerald Campion. He has
a wits and twe little Bunters -
Anthea (6) and Anthony (3).
- And—| say chaps, this is a bit

thick—he hasn't sven a paunch,

¥ producer Joy Harington I3
arranging tor him 1o . A
false stomach, arguing that an

rwel, Bunter who can
aci Is worth two overweight
Bumters who can't, plus s
weight in jam tarts besides.
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Editor, liscellaneous Section
Liertert Leckenby, Telephone Exchenge,
¢/o Centrel Registry, Northern Commend, York,

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHLIR i
The cnnurl's Triunph. - Yes, there's no doubt we did it agein,
for scores of letters sey with undoubted sincerity, "The best
yet," s0 I shouldn't be human if I didn't believe it,

The voting pepers ere flowing in (you'll see the present
position un another page) end I heve resd with particulsr
interest thuse which sdd comments. In some ceses. voters
heve teken the cpportunity of expressing forthright views on
erticles they dislike. 1In a few instences these epply to
articles which ere high up in the Bellot. Nothing strenge
in this, of course, just # cese uf one men's mcet, snother
man's poison.

I heve had, too, some splendid suggestions for next
Yeer's Ltnmual, Ome I perticulerly like ceme from
%W. T. Thurbon, of Cembridge. He ssks for one on Arthur S,
Herdy, of Sport Story Uriters. Well, see
wrets som s AL Tinest footbell ond bersng o
T B el Sty EPIE T

Then Eric Foyne is guing tu teckle quite ¢ populer
Cherles Hemilton character, but one whe up tc now hag been
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neglected. Thet will de no longer true when Eric hes

hed. And others ere plenning. Nice work.

And now for the other side of the medel. Scrry, but
I must, for I sm reelly slermed et the time of writing ot
the number .f subs. for the Anpuel still tu come in. There
ere fer more them lest yeer et this time. It is & bit of
a worry for with every cne in we shall just got cleer by thq
skin of our teeth. However, with this reminder I feel con-
fident the lines on my brow. will be smoothed out.

=== o=
4 Now Venture end the Poliey of the C.D.. .8 reeders will
be ewere, Tum Hopperten is lesunching # new collectors! Meg.
Vell, since he joined our eircle some months ago he hea
given plenty of evidence that he cen write a pungent,
knowledgeeble erticle, end I shall e sorry if it mesns they
will ceese to eppesr, or not eppear so often in the C.D.
Now 1t is Tum's opinion thet there is not sufficient aspace
in the C.D. to allow writers to spresd themselves in s
lengthy erticle. This is perfectly true, don't T know it.
But pioture my dilemme. Being the recognised orgen of the
Clube and collectors gemerslly, news of all that is going on
is demanded, &nd there's quite & lot goinz on &t the moment
(see Bemiltonia). Thus & blend of topicality end nostalgig
must be the keynote, 8 record of yesterdsy, to—dey end
tomcrrow, together with crisp, down to business erticles.
%@ could, of course, incresse the number of prges (if we
cculd we sure of the paper), but that would inevitably meen
en increese in price, and I heve & feeling thet wculd be ind
convenient for e number of our members, for there's no doubd
money is getting tighter. -

An.ther problem is thet the Hemilton fsns sre fer more
energetic in writing erticles then those of other groups.
They are ell welccme end I give them as much spece rs poss—
ible: even sc it mesns I heve to try the patience of good |
contributors, s Peter Tielker, fur instsnce, Oh I can
£ssure you, it's not #11 2 bed.of roses being editor of =
hcbby mageszine.

Then readers cleim spece to pir their views in the
Letter Box. Tell, that's 81l to the giod. See whet it
hes meent in the cempeign for the return of the St.Jim's-
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Greyfriers ertists tu thcir proper spheres. So I em con-
fident the C.,D. is just right es it is.
48 for the Annuel, well it's evident there's n. need to
soy enything sbout that. R,

One of us. "Picturegoer”, Jenuery 19th, in & write-up on thg
new Charlie Cheplin film, seys, “Cheplin's helf-brother,
Vheeder Dryden, plays the part of & dootor in "Limelight'.
Then there's no film in production Dryden is one of the
permenent studio geng."
Look ou*t for “ILimelight".
Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LEDKENBY.

"THE .NNUAL" BALLOT

Leeding Positions
Points

1. The Remove Form et Greyfrisrs 105
2. 5t.Frenks - Success or Feilure 92
3. That Enduring Megic 86
4. Herry Vherton, Captein f the Remove 82
5. The Long Lrm 9
6. Monogreph on Yvonne Cartier . T2
7. Grandfether liked them fierce 51
8. Inside Fleetwsy House 51
9. Every Story o Gem 46

(Six points ewarded for placing first, five for second,
down to one fur sixth.)

WLNTED: "Union Jack" 896. -Sexton Blake Libraries 1st
Series, 54, 57, 219, 229, 233, 241, 253, 271, 276, 283, 307,
312, 325, 25G, 258, 260, 366, 371. 2nd Series, 1, 8, 16,
21, 25, 35, 41, 42, 73, 77, 52. = Geod prices offered.
Jusephine peckmen, 27 Lrchdale koed, . Dulwich, S5.EB.22.
Meny thenks to ell fellow dollectors who heve supplied
my wents in the past. ' i
FOL SALB: legnuts, Gems, Schoolboys' Owns, Nelson Lees.
S.A.E. Teply. Hursey, 60 Seleombe Road, VWelthemstow,
Lunden, E.17. 7
ViEiD. Bluc-covered Gems containing Talbot stories. Price
To Hobert Ferish, 24 English Street, Longtown, Cumberlend.
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THE MEN WHO “ROTE FOR_BOYS

N¢.5 - dlen Bleir
By Herbert Leckenby

Some nine yeers ago my first hobby friend, Herry Dowlex
ceme tu spend & memorable ten days holidey in York,  Aifter
we had clasped hends elmoust the first thing he seid to me
wag "I've hed a letter frum Lllan Bleir.," There and then
he drew it from his p.cket, end I reed it in the street.

It wes written from the heert of blitz-reveged Icndon end
there was & touch of pathos ebout it for the once vigurous
writer of numerous atories for boys said "I am &n old men
now epprcaching the end, and I find life very trying." [Latg
on I wrote tu Allan Blair myself, snd I believe Herry did
also, but we never heerd from him sgain. e had a feer the
like s. meny of his dey he had pessed on. One pdbht ef
interest ebout that letter was that it wes signed William J{
Beyfield, which reveeled for the first time his resl
identity.

Allen Bleir, gs I will cell him here, had the distino-
tion of helping to stert off the penny Buys! Friend on itse
lomg cereer., Thet wes in June, 1901, of course. It wea
his first seriel, edd we who remember it always refer to it
es "The Boys of Repley College". fLetually, though, for
the first three instslments cr sv it wes celled "Through
Thick and Thin", The editor then ennounced that es there
wes another school story, in book form, with thet title, it
hed been necessery tc chenge the neme of 4llen Blair's
seriel.

The new author ovidently found favour, for no sconer
hed it finished then encther cof his commenced. It was not
e school story but one of e kind Allan Bleir came to
specielise in - the poor boy starting off in the wordd,
guing through triels end tribuletions, wltimately finishing
well up life's lgdider. This particulsr story in the Boys'
Friend wes colled "Pluck TWill Tell". How I revelled in
thet story in my schooldeys! The herc was a Sccis boy,
Neil Campbell, and Lrthur Clarke, the ertist, usuelly por-
treyed him in knickerbockers and e tem-o'-shenter. Alla-
Blaeir's name had 2 Scotch flevour rbout it, end he hed o
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fondness for herves from scruss the berder, for "Only &
Highlend Leddie" followed "Pluck Tiill Tell™ in the "Boys'
Friend", and enother 1sid in the seéme country, "A Led o' the
Lowlends", sppeered later in the "Boys' Realm".

I.recell en smusing incident in connection with "Only
g Highlend Leddie",  As I have cft-times said before, my
fether frowned on most of my reeding metter and the "Boys'
Friend" wes no exception. He wes lecturing me one night
sbout the cupy of the "Green 'Un" I wes reeding by the fire.
I hended it to him at the page I hed before seying pro-
testingly, "Why, I don't see much herm in thot, ded." The
picture on the pege was from "Only 2 Highland Leddie" and
showed the hero in his nightshirt preying et his wedside.
He glenced st the stury for e moment or two, then passed it
pock without comment, Meybe it wes not a very convineing
srgument, nevertheless, he left me in perce for thet avening.
Strange how one renembers £ little incident like that efter
half-e-century of time — or is it?

When the Buys' Reelm ceme olong, with the Boys' Friend
just cne yesr old, hllen Blair wes given pride of plece, thq
front pege, with the opening instelment of his "The Muff of
of Melthorpe College". A school friend of mine was so
delichted with the stert of thet story that he obteined &
fot exercise book snd declered he was going to copy out the
whole stury. He herdly got s fer s mcst pecple do with
new ycer res.lutions, His neme wes Mellish, by the wey.
If he hed continued he weuld heve written just sbout 28 me
lines ©8 his less likeable namesske at St.Jim's in his
mispent cereer.

tnother "poor doy" st.ry Lllan Blair wrote wes "A Boy
in & Thousand" in the early deys of the Boys' Hersld. It
interested me beceuse meny of the scenes were laid in 2
printing works, e ploce I wes femilier with et the time.

L1len Bleir had o pleesent straightforwerd style, with
his heroes and his villeins poles epert. He wes e 1little
tco fond of coineidences. On¢ can forgive one or two in a
stury, but not several. A4nd occesionslly he turned out
what in my .pinion at enyrete wes 2 pucr story. "Peter the
Poge" in the "Boys's Friend" wes one of them. And there
wus the curious case of "Heir to 2 Million" in the "Boys'
RKeelm". 'This ren cbout seven weeks , then sppeered to be
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brought to en sbrupt conclusion I have diat:lnct
recollection of seeing en sdmimsion by Emui ton Edwerds, thel
editor, that the stury hed not been es successful as he hed
hoped. Yet & yeer or two sgo, when I obteined scme Boys'
Realms of the period, I couldn't tresce the edmission; never-
theless, I em confident it did eppeer.

There was enother cccesion when Hemilton Edwerds geve
hllan Bleir the headlines, but in a different wey. The
sstute editor told the readers of the Boys' Hersld of how
some very remarkable reel life happenings had come to his
notice, ¢f how he end "Mr, Allen Bleir" had had a long end
serious telk, snd how they hed decided to reveal those
heppenings to the warld in the form Jf o new seriel to be
called "Always Homest", The story duly eppesred under
their joint nemes, end it wes followed by e sequel "Honesty
Wina".

tthen twu euthors set ebout & story I've often wondered
how it's dome. Do they teke turns in writing chepters,
or dves one do the writing, and the other rest cuntent to
luok on end give e bit of sdvice now end agein?  Anywey,
in this perticuler instence it seemed t. we # typicel
kllen Bleir story. Probebly he wrote the whole of it snd
Femilton Edwerds' foreword was just a flight of fency.

Anywey, thet editor evidently hed ocnfidence in the
guthor with e Scottish pen-nsme, for he engeged him to writq
the seriel when the Union Jack wes reised to penny stetus
in 1903. The story wes "The Chums of Ashbourne School®.

other seriels which crme t~ mind were "Storm Islend";
wp Led O' Liverpocl"; end "Only e Jew Boy" (all in the
Buys' Friend) "The School in the Backwoods" (Buys' Realm)
end "Clive Clere" @ circus story in the "Jester".

More femiliar to the younger members of our collecting
circle will be the sturies Allen Bleir wrote for the Sexton
Blake Library. ALcccrding to my records he ccntributed 90
c¢f them, unly three uthers writing more. If we allow an
everage uf 70,000 words we get a totel .f 6,300,000, quite
en impressive one.

Although he did not creeste any special edversery for
Sexton Bleke, he was one of the best of those hundred snd
odd suthors. Scme of his stories were: "The City of
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Horrcrs"; "Secret of the Tomb"; "The Mystery f Henging
Swerd Alley"; "“The Cese of the Millioneire Blackmeiler';
wphe Affeir of the Seven Mummy Ceses", end "The Mesked
Furgers". Enticing titles, eren't they?

Lllen Bleir slsc wrcte for some of the Fleetway Hcuse
sdult pepers. One serisl wes "Sleves of the Pen" in the
"penny Pict.riel™.

Yes, snother of the gifted bend who wrote in the
halcyon deys of boys' weeklies.

HAMILTONIA

Coenducted by Herbert Leckenby

Of & truth there's plenty in sture for Hamiltcnians
this mcnth of Februsry - the ‘mtobiogrephy (we hope); the
new Tum Merry Wwocks, Greyfriers on television. No wonder
I wish we could publish the C.D. on elastic.

Now, for a stert: here's sume'viry intsresting news
gbout the 1/6 T.m Merry buoks. You wwuld see from Messrs.
Hemilton's letter which sppesred lest month that they esked
me if I hed eny suggestions. Well, I gresped the opportu-
nity to tell them thet they would plesse all the fens if
they could get R. J. Mecdounald to do the illustrations. ThT

prumptly replied seying they would try. They kept their
promise, for e few days later they 'phoned Len saying
Mr. Macdonald would dc the cevers starting with the two
Merch numbers.

How's thet fer preof of the influence of the C.D. and
the memhers of our circle? L resl festher in our ceps. It
bucks me up no end.

Hegerding the television progremme starting on Februery
19th, it hes been decided to repest it in the evening et
3 p.m. for the benefit of the "old woys".

Heporting this in the London "Evening Stenderd", George
Campey who edvoucated it lest March, alsc comments, "Joy
Her ington preperes to select Master Bunter from the short
1ist whittled cut of the 50 espplicents. They ere all
right physicelly, but oM

Methinks there's & lot of significence in thet "but".

The "Yurkshire [vening Post" in £ lesder also wondered
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if we sre guing to get the suthentic Bunter of the resl
Frenk Richards. Gerry illison followed this up with »
1lively letter in which he suggested Joy Herrington should
consult the men who kmow.
1 have also to thenk James Verren of Sunderland for
a very interesting cutting from the Newcastle “Sundey Sun".
In ® long erticle "Billy Bunter Still = Megnet", the
columnist, who certeinly knows his Greyfriars, commenting
on the Bunter sudition, seys:
none of the surprising things this pest few deys
hea been the esse with which fathers recounted (mostly
to fellow fethers et the officel) the exploits end
escepedes of the imperisheble bend of schoolboys who
gseem destined never to be displaced in our effections."
Well, the "iutobiogrephy is coming in which the csuse
of it #11 will modestly tell us how it heppcned, but it
geems t  me it requires elso emother hend te tell the whole
sstounding sory of how ell this hes developed frcm en
insignificent. helfpenny peper which first sew the light
forty-four yeers 8go. Huw sbout it, Fleetwsy House?
Howevsr, that's enough from me for now. But I went
ycu to send me along yocur views on the three blg coming
events, television, the Aut.biogrephy, and the new "Tom
Merry" Bcoks, tc provide plenty of interesting copy for
future numbers.
Oh, here's something elsc interesting. & writer to
vDeily Mirror's" Live Letters on January 18th esked:
"] heve happened across the expression, *Thick s leeves in
Vellomnrose®. Expound plesse.”
wphe 0ld Codger™ replied : "Ai ferrago uf nonsense
sritten by Milton in "Peredise Lost' and probebly the most
quoted words of it! The actusl phrase is MThick a8
sutumnal Teeves thet strow the brooks in Tellombrose." TE
yr. Milton had Bcen ¢ jourmdlist, used to checking the facts,
he wouldn't heve written it, beceuse Vallombrose, the
Benedictine convent in the hLpennines, some sixteen miles
from, end high sbove Florence in Itely, stends emidst meg-
nificent woodlends of Pinetrees, end pine trees heve no
jeaves to strew the brooks, either in sutum -r eny other
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seascn, either in Vallombresa or elsewhere."

So now you know, Megnetites.

I wes sorry we were unable tc give you Tom Hopperton's
nSchool and Sport" in full last month. However, here's the
rest of the tragic story.

' "SCHOOL AHD SPORT"
. By Tom Hopperton
(continued from last month)

The choice indicates, I believe, that clifford Clive
was writing at the top of his Bent, and thet the eventual
failure of the paper was in no way becesuse of lack of care
or attention on his pert. Many years afterwerds, he stated
thet the Ccurtenay stories were, in his opinion, the west
work he had produced, end there is nothing more natursl then
that, in the electrified stmosphere of nSchool end Sport's"
initial struggle for a place in the sun, his inspiration
flowed from the same fount es thet treesured best.

For lerry Lcvell to surmount his obsteclee and take the
capteincy cccupied five mumbers. What then? "They used to
sey et the A4.P. that & 19srring-cut' was & sure cerd to play
(Frenk Richerds, 1951.) Clifford Clive, 1922, agreed with *
him. 4 substitute Heedmester wes imported, whose acid
tyrenny precipitated e revolt. The record now becomes moTe
then & little cloudy, for diligent enquiry hes feiled to
unesrth any copy after No.7, in which the warring-out tele
‘began, olthough Mr. Hamilton certeinly wrote the continuatic
which filled No.8, end after he felt constrained to cesse
writing for the peper, H.A.Hinton did as he had done in
wrhe Gem" snd "Megnet" end brought in e substitute writer.
Anywey, whether the peper ran for nine-or ten issues, oOTr
oven the twenty with which it is credited (on what evidence
I don't kmow) in the 1947 tAnmuel" metters little. The
importent part for our purp.se ends with No.8, end thet yerm
we heve in reprint form. .

The stories ere thought-provoking in the extreme. - In
the initiel wid for p.pulerity, strong plois were hurwying
events elong et @ much fester pece than in the, contemporary
pepers, where the series -form was well developed. The
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berring-out, for example, was cver in two weeks, while the
Remove could have been relied un to hold out for enything
up to three months. This wes inevitable. It took ebout
four yeers to ble the p 1t residents et the older
schools, #nd most of the sub-plotting which ellowed the
series to combine length with urflegging intarest depended
n the developed charscteristics of the lending boys. The
finrl etmosphere of St.Kit's wes atill to be worked out, end
the interest of the reeder hed to be meintsined by drematie
plote while the conatructionel work on the cast prcceeded.
It is significent that there wes no house division end there
c.uld heve been none of the concentration on conflict thet
kept the characters cf the St.Jim's juniors su curiously
static. A5 et Greyfriers, it wes in the sters thet the
thet the stories would heve stemmed from developing subtlety
and complexity in the delinestion of the characters.

In view of the foregoing, it is not surprising thet the
voys of "Scheol end Sport" were sketched, rether then <tched
Herry Lovell wes sc much the cresture of circumstences thet
his tharacter had not crystellised: Algy derived s mething
from D'Arcy and a little more from ksuly, slthough quite
distinct from either: Bumny Beotles was 2 not unfemilier
dlend of fatuity, mendecity and greed, but seems tc me on a
close comperison tu be further advenced then the contemporery
Owl slong thet mellcwing roed which sublimated Bunter's eerly
dross — perhaps beceuse he wes not curcumscribed by Bunter
stuck situetions. The fourth cardinsl point of the St.Kit'
compass, Bob Reke, oppeared from Sustralia in No.5, when his
vote tipped the election tu Lovell, and formed & bluff, even
rcwdy, oontrest to the others. What further importetions
w.uld have been mede we sholl never kmow, buf, with "The Genf
end "Megnet" in mind, we cen do more them guess.

Teking all in 11, the stories were certainly not
infericr to their competitors, and Hinton cculd count him-
self e most forfunate editor in having preveiled upon
Clifford Clive. One could reerlly heve gambled that the
combination of editor end suthor must heve Ween infallibly
successful, but there were fectors uther then the mere
esteblished strength ¢f the A.P. weeklies to take into
sccount. Mr.Hemilton spesks of his old cclleeguc with ¢

certain affection as & good chep (rs does Clive R. Fenn) end
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no-cne should know better. s editor of "Sch.cl end Spurt'|,
however, H... Hinton showed scme peculiar treits., He was
wchencing his érm" fr.m the stert, es the peper wes under-
cepitelised, end the fcrmet wes & grave editcriel blunder.
Some sleshing of the stories might heve been expected with
Nu.T, when the pege height wes reduced by 14" and the number
by fcur (ominoua eignl) but the length cf the festure stories
wes misceleculeted from the stert. The poor euthor, scting
cn instructions, turned out esch week yerms from which 5,000
w.rds were ccolly hecked., This wculd heve been gelling
under eny circumstsnces, end how much more golling when eech
betch of copy brought in reply hearty end geniel letters —-
none of which conteined e cheque! In short, Clifford Clive)
received nct s much e sixpence for his efforts, end while
he tuok it philcsophicelly, I gather that the same gentle
resignation was not feetured prominently in some other
quarters.

A little wes seved from the wreck., Non-payment meent
that the cupyright remeined with the suthor end, with some
of the names eltered, the entire run wes serielised in
nThe Boys! Friend" end subsequently reprinted in the S.0.L."
That wes perheps not much to shgw for e venture begun with
such high hopes, Wut Clifford Clive cen et lesst derive now
some cumfort from the fact thet externsl factors eslone sank
nScheol and Spert”. On merit, St.Kit's could heve held its
cwn.

LESSER LIGHTS

By Ruger M. Jonkins

When we think of school stories by Charles Hemilton,
inevitahly there springs to mind such old favourites as
Greyfriars, St.Jim's, énd Rookwsod. Second thoughts might
produce Cliff Heuse, Higheliffe, Rylcombe Grammar School,
and Ceder Creek, 211 of which had stories written sbout them
in their own right, and some of them were mentioned inciden-
tally elsewhere. But these were only & few of the meny
schools created by Cherles Hamilton. Let us glence thruugh
our copies of the Schuolboys' (wn Librery end see if we cen
discuver some mMord.

The firet schuol thet meets our eye is St.Kit's. Thers

is e strenge histury cunnected with these stories. When
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Mr. Hinton left the Amelgemated Press in 1921 he begen a
peper «f his own entitled "School end Sport". Fcr this
peper Cherles Hemilton wrote stcries sbout St.Kit's under
the pseudonym of “Clifford Clive", but fine though the
stories were, the paper never had a chence egeinst its meny
rivels sponsored by the greet publishing Houses, end it ran
fur only seven weeks. Nevertheless, they were reprinted in
four c.ples. of the Schcolboys' Own Librery, though this time
the peeudonym wee "Frenk Richerds”., These were the only
gt.ries in the Library to heve originated in e paper not
published By the hmelgemeted Press. No.64, entitled
wparted Chums", deals with the errivel at the schcol of Herry
Nemeless, & boy whose perentsge wee not known. (This thems
seems tu have s specirl appesel to Mr.Hamilton - compere, for
exemple, the charscter Jeck of All Trades). At any rete,
the new oy scon mede friends with the immeculete Aubrey
Algernon St.Leger, snd eventuslly won the good cpinion of
the latter's father, Lord Westcourt. The second vclume,
No.70, entitled "The Bcy Who Found His Father" rclates how
St.Leger's uncle, Colonel Wilmot, discovered that Herry wes
his ¢wn son whom he hed belicved hed been drowned st ses,
end the third volume, No.136, entitled "Who Shall Be Ceaptein?"
recounts how Herry Wilmot beceme Cantein of the Feurth. The
lest volume, No.138, was entitled "Up the Rebels", e title
which speeks for itself. L4 perusal of these sturies.
inevitably causes one to wish that "Schcol and Spert" had
ked & much longer cereer. St.Kit's wes worthy of s much
better innings then it had.

If St.Kit's is but & neme to meny collectors,
st.Dorothy's must seem even more obscure. Unlike the
mejority of the Hemilton schools, St.Dorothy's was situsted
in Werwickshire, not in South Eest Englemd. Schcolboys' Own
Librery No.192, entitled "For His Bruther's Sake", rclates
tow Redfern minor secrificed himself for his brother in the
Sixth. The reprint is fer tco ebridged to resd well, but
in spite of this we cen see here, and in No.194, entitled
“Phe Coptrin's Enemy", the seme inimiteble hend at work.

Grimelede was & North Country school, situsted on the
borders of Lenceshire and Yorkshire. The stories eppesred
originelly in the Ronger, "the spenking weekly treet" that
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replaced the Pupulsr. The Ranger wes meeant to be @
chellenge to the Thomscn pepers, end it conteined a number
f seriels intended to ceter fcr remders with bizerre testes|
This must be the reasun for the uncheracteristic atyle of
the Grimslede stories. There were no less then seven uf
these in the Schoolboys' Own Librery - Nos.232,238,242,248,
252,254, end 256, and all of them heve that queer touch cf
the Thomsen House pepers in them, Dr.Semmy Spershott wes
the fighting hesdmester .f Grimslade, end wes not averse
te Wuxing with his pupila insteed of flogging them. He wes|
the reel hero of the st:ries, though ostensibly Jim Dainty,
the new Boy of the Fcurth, who was at first a complete rebel),
wes meent to cu-star with the fet Germen boy Fritz von Splitg.
No doubt the Grimslade serisl wes the west in the Renger,
but Hemiltun fons probebly find little lasting plessure in
stories ebout the school from which no boy was ever e:cpenedl

The High C.ombe stories, which were reprinted from the
Modern Buy, were & veriation of the Grimslade theme, Wwut
with much grester effect. Mr.Jemes McCenn, like Dr.Semmy
Spershott, was & strickler for disoipline. But there the
resemblence ended, ss » perusal of Schoolwoys' Owns No.290
"The School for Slackers" and No.299 "The Live-Wire Head"
will show. High Coomde wes, like Highcliffe, in a state
of decay, snd the new headmester had ell his work cut out
te eliminate the spathy thet existed smong the masters end
| the Boys. These ere stcries that will well repey the
collector who ceres to spend e few hours reeding them;
luvers of Charles Hemilton's werk will find them unusual but
dtimuleting. Cherles Hemilton himself hes declared thet
they are some of his finest work.

Oakshctt wes & Sussex school, end, like High Coombe,
the interest centred sround the Fifth Form. But though the
sturies were ostensibly school stories, the hero wes in
reelity e schoolboy detective, Len Lex. Schoolboys!' Own
Librery Ne.353, "The Schcolwoy 'Tec", relates how Len Lex
discuvered which of the mesters st Orkshott wes the notori-
ous urgler known es the Sussex Men, cnd No.3Tl, "hsking
for the Seck" is elso e detective utury, but en even more
enterteining one.

Tith No.3T71 cur delvings into the Schoolboy's Own
Librery ccme to en end. Perheps the most significent fect
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that hes emerged is the esse and mastery displayed in the
story-telling; it is impossible not to be impressed by the
versstility of Cherles Hemiltom, and the astonishing menner
in which he indelibly conveys the atmosphere of every school
in & few short chapters, whether it was the air of patent
sincerity of the St.Kit's stories or the pleasant note of
gophistication struck by the tales of Oskshott snd High
Coombe. Whether the series were long or short, the reader
could alweys be certain of one thing: Charles Hemilton
would give of his best.

GROYING OID GRACEFULLY
By P. A. Walker

1t wae @ lovely dey in June. Blue skies snd high white

clouds. A fresh breege, and werm sunshine. T washed and |
shaved with 8 song on my lips, a song I'd heard on the radio
celled "This is my lovely dey", or something like that.
I donned & cleen shirt, and decided that I could weer my
new suit. A brend new suit! A choice grey pin stripe,
with double-breasted jacket. A suit which made me feel
3eehing and ceveller.

confident.

With a derk meroon tie, end light grey shirt I felt ee
though I should either be in the front row of a mele chorus,
or en up-snd-coming Socislist M.P. sbout to address his
constituents. I felt, end knew, that I looked youthful
snd gay.

So I #allied forth to the local bus stop. Imegine my
foelings 88 I was kicked over the edge of my precipice by 2
remerk, not intended for my esrs, from a very choice young
ledy to her girl friend, equslly choice, as they preceded
me on to the bus:-

"yho is thet old geezer?

Mel 014 geezer?! No, surely not! I glenced
sround, but appeered to be the only other person in sight.
Yes, they mesnt mel That & blow! And then it dewned on
me. To them, mere teen-sgers, I was old. I had just
pessed the 40 o Tk~ T wes positively senmile. Of course,
I wes old. I could remember things. I could remember the
1914-1918 wer. I could remcmber Pleyers at ten for sixpence.
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I could remember the 1920's, when redio was en effeir of
cets-whiskers, end you hed to find e suitable spot on the
chunk of crystel in order to bring in the Sevoy Orphesns.
I could remember the Polace of Industry at the Tiembley
Exhibition. I could remember the errivel of the "telkies"
end il Jolson in "The Singing Fool". I could remember.....

Lnd then it ocourred to me, There was something else
T could remember which mobody could teke eway. A cherished|
memory of lovely days, whenm, in the summer, the sun alweys
geemed to be shining, end it slweys snowed et Christmes.

I could remember red-covered Megnets, end green-covered Gems.
Whet memories ere conjured up by the very thought of thesel

Ls I set on the bus, I reflected thet with the pessage
of the yeers the number of mamnries also incresse., And the
more I reflected on this metter of memories, the more I
reslised thet life in itself is & metter of ¢ storehouse of
memory. It is, sdmittedly, rether difficult to differen-
tiete between plessent memory £nd downright sentimentality.
As I grow older, I must confess that I become more confused.
The early contempt I felt for certain things which I con-
sidered should be rclegeted to the limbo of the past, I now
reelise ere, to somebody, & very reosl thing. A8 we go
through our dey to day existence, I suppose Our ultimate
goel is the achievement of security, which never scems to
errive. Our memories consist meinly of plessent ones,
usually releting to holideys and high deys. A4 chenge of
job, of surroundings, of people. e remember the beginnings
end endings of wers, the dey we had our first love sffair,
the trip we hed to the Isle of Wight. Our first experience
of joining up. The first bomb we heerd explode. We all
heve our individusl memories.

Is there any better memory then cne which recells the
pleesure of Teading ebout Herry Wherton end Co. winning thet
thrilling battle on Little Side? Of Smithy, bent on ques-
tionable pursults beyond the eustere precincis of greyfriars
School? Of Levison :nd his minor? 0Old Figgins of the New|
House, end Cousin Ethel? The redcally Cutts end cool cardew?
The terrific thrill, as we hendled, almost reverently, the
brend new smelling copy of the Megnet on those delicious
mondoy mornings. The new Boys' Friend 3d Librery which con-
teined @ mognificent, new, long complete story of the femous
chums of Greyfriars School. . The browsing taTough the piles




of bouks on old bookstells .t‘ur“g glimpse of thet exciting
terra-cotta coloured cover which denoted sn early Magnet, or
that pale lime green which meent en eerly Gem. Thase are
memories which we forty-yesr olds cherish, snd nothing on
earth can replece them.

18 I set on that bus these thoughts geve me solecu, end
compensated for the loss of youth which, it seems, is, as I
was told, fleeting. I remember the dey the first Holidey

Lnnuel was published. It was eerly in September 1920, A warp,

summery dey. It hed tcken me quite a long time to seve up my
pennies end odd sixpences to ensure that I could buy this
memmoth production. In fact, I heve a recollection that I he
to furego my Boys' Reelm and Penny Populer for seversl weeks.
But, efter much publicising on the part of the editor of the
Ccompanion Pepers, the Holidey Annusl eppeered, end we held it
in our hends for the first time. I recall thet to some ex-—
tent I wes rather diseppointed with the front cover, end wes
thrilled tc bits with the lists of the femous cherscters from
greyfriers, St.Jime end Rookwnod. And I recollect thet, es
eppears customery with ennuels of this type, tco meny peges
were filled up with boring stuff desaling with "How to hioke——
or "Fun end Gemes for your Christmes Perty." Yhy, wey one
ssk, reeds these things? /nd who practises them? I, like
thousends «f other schuolboys wented stories ebout Greyfrisrs
St.Jims, end Rookwicd. Of Nelscn Lee and Nipper, end St.Fren
I remember the errivel on the scene of @ Buys Friend 3d.Libre
conteining e grand story by Mertin Clifford entitled "After
Lights OQut". Then there wes the discover_y in # London buok-
shup of thet grend yern "The Boy “ithout e Nome." Leter
folliwed the esteblishment of the "Schuolboys Own Librery" es
¢ regular monthly, end I cen recollect heving to sometimes
slit the top of the pages where they hadn't been cut correctlj
That & gigentic thrill is thet memory of the errival of the
Christmes Number! Later, in November, the Gem made its
eppearence with & twc-colour cover, followed in esrly Decembe]
by the Megnet. Do you remember the joy of finding the chepte
hesdings suitebly decorsted with holly end snow? The EBditor!
Chat festuoned with Christmes »unting?

Then you come to think ebcut it, those of us whe cen now
see very clesrly the epproach of middle sge, who now glance W
some conern et the greying heir, wh hev. lived through two
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world wars, seen the sdvent of redio edd the bombing rero-
plene, we forty-yeer ulds heve got some memories. So I
smiled #s I wetched those twc gurgeous girls slight from the
bus, their white teeth brillient sgeinst the scerlet gash of
their mouths, their nylon cled legs gleaming in the bright
morning sunshine.

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB
con Section. Annuel Generel Meeting, Jenuery 20th.

The fourth cnniversery meeting since its inception saw
e good gethering et Cherlie Trights sbode, Greenwich. Com-|
plete with & fine oeke grecud with four cendles and & smell
glcbe of the world & very fine time was had by ell. The
cheirmen opened the proceedings in good style, his well
chosen remarks being well received. Mimutes of the last
A.G.M. were read and slsc & very lengthy correspondence. The
Hcn. Treesurer's report shewed 8 very soudd finsnciel posi-
tion end the secretary's report for the pest yeer wes well
received, On & propossl by Herry Homer end seconded by John
Gesl the present officers were re-elected en Lloc, the voting
weing unenimous, 8s wes elsu the thenks to the officers for
their pest lsbours. Next to be discussed was the forthcoming
issue of the Gold Hawk Tom Merry Books end it wes with the
greatest of pleasure that the club lesrned thet R.J Macdonelg
will e illustrating future rumbers thenks to the recommender
tion of the worthy cheirmen, Len Packmen. When the anniver-
sery ceke wes cut chairmen Len thenks the host end hostess
for their very fine effcrt on the present occasion end then
Len's co-founder of the club, Bow Blythe, sdded his congratur
jetions., "Chums" eltogbther then settled down to the
Eliminetor Quiz end intense competition sew s tie for first
plece between Ron Descon nd Bub Whiter with E.Reynolds thirg
Replies from the other clubs were resd es regerds the club
bedge end it wes decided to swsit their decisions. Chairmen
Len then ennounced thet he would be adeepiing en invitetion
to vielt the Midlend club next fLpril, on the occesion of the
first annual perty. The vice-president, Herbert Leckenby
then phoned the meeting end had some very interesting con~

versetions with most of the sttendence. And thus we face the

future with high hopes end the continued success of our gree
hobby. Next meeting st Bleckheath,husts the popular Deacons
on Sunday Fewruery 17th. TUNCLE BENJAMIN.

L]
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NORTHERN GECYION. Meebing, 239 Hyde Perk Rosd, Lecds.
Jcuery 19th, 1952

(NOTE: 48 I wes “"on the stage" pert uf the time, th ughtful

Gerry Lllison volunteered to write the report for this

cocegion. Thenks, Gerry. - H.L.)

Outside, & brilliemt full mucn end sperkling frost.
Indccrs, © r.ering fire and the werm comradeship ¢f the Old
Boys' Book Club.

Bi1l Williomson egain deputized f.xr our absent Chairmen
Reg Hudson, who we sincerely hope will be with us egain soon
Bill geve en especlel welcome to Ernest and Mrs. Hubbard of
Sheffield who were emong the 14 members present.

sfter the minutes and report of the Xmes pﬂrty,Secretsr{r
Normen Smith snnounced thet the brench has now a muster rol
»f 80, During the past month three new members heving joingd.
These ere lir. F. Lees, Oldhem; Mr. V. Smith, Manchester,
ond Mr. D, V. Everinghem, York. ot

Fcllowed the resort from Treesurer/Librerien... Gerry
hlliecn Steted thot et the end ~f 1951 the Club had £9.7.10%
in hand, whilst the librery now had over 1000 books, ond wes
velued conservaiively et £50. . setisfactory position indegd.

gersld elsu acknowledged the gift of 12 Mervels from
T. T. Thurbcn of Cembridge. These included No.l end Mr.Thur-
bon has suggested the furmetion of e collection of Nosl's to
be known e8 The Herbert Leckenby Collection. This, #8 &
token of eoprecistion to the Editor of the "Collectors Diges{"
fur his work on behalf of the hobby.

Lfter these, end other business metters, the meeting
heerd & very enjoyable tealk given by "our Herbert" on "The
Joys end Scrrows of @ Collector. This was e reel trest andg
full of delightful humen touches renging from tragedy to shegq
comedy. There wes e very werm *ovation for the spesker whep
he ended his telk. :

Then we had en Elimination Quiz cn the keyword "Chips".
During the solving of this, tea end biscuits were served, end
the silence wes only broken by the clink -of tea-cups, #nd thg
murmuring of the engrossed competitors. Tom Roech wes the -
winner with 17 points, Tom showed & remerkeble knowledge of
minor charecters in the lesser kmown books 2nd he won com-—
fortobly, being given ¢ free loen of librery buocks (Gems) es
o prize. s .

H
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Then we let cur heir down, end juy end good fellowship
reigned supreme! . very heppy meeting.

Report of the Christmes Beano of the MIDLAND SECTION
Vo hed the wig L-shaped lounge of the Townsend Club end

when I errived on the evening of Seturdey December 15th

Jack Corbett snd the three Deveys had trensformed its inner
lock with loeds of holly and mistletoe and they were busy
wlowing up a couple of dosen ballvons. I Jmuw now what they
think of me because they piled the balloons on to me snd saif
I wes just the mem to fill them up. The Townsend Club is a
teetutal establishment, end Jack Corbett did not asy whet weg
in the cese of bottles he hed bruught along. An exemination
of seme revealed thet their originel lebels had Been obliterd
sted with white lehels beering the innocent inscription

MES MIMPLE GREYFRIARS POP. Ve decorsted the wells with
Megnets, Gems, 5.0.Ls etc. Then members rclled in. There
were 20 club members and 4 friends altogether. Our Treeaurq"s
wife, Mrs. Gregory, had come with Normen, end we ell hope
thet she will come again. Let's not forget thLe charming ledy
singing by the pieno, Miss Fletcher. It wes our first meeting
with her end we sincerely hope to repest the pleesure. Vhat
did we heve tc est? Sandwiches, cekes, fruit terts, jelly,
trifle, stewed fruit, spples, oranges, coffee and tea. I
wish you all could have seen the ceke kindly presented by
George Smellwood. It wes large, heevily iced, delicious,
end rich. On top in icing wes written OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB,
end ell round were pink icing panels besring the names of
the club officers and Greyfriers charscters. Dencing, fun
end gemes followed. Then e scene from 2 Megnet Xmas Ghost
Stury et Wharton Lodge wes reed by Mr. Devey in candlelight.
Followed George Smellwood (who is & professionel conjuror)
and his essistent Miss Woolley, who enterteined us for a
short period. Fifteen-yesr old Wilfred Devey then left the
room to fetch in "Merjorie Heseldene" for e three-episode
Greyfriers charede. Merjorie wes Yours Truly weering a blonde
wig, @ print frock, & string of beads, rayon ‘stockings, pink
and lemon bows on my shoes, and lcads of creem, powder, and
lipstick. I wes knitting e grey jumper. Wilfred wes very
guod s Beb Cherry. Ln swkwerd moment when Wingete (Vilfred|s
fether) fuund us slone in Greyfriers cloisters. The whole

room was in hysterics. Photos of this were trken. !
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T'11 finish up with hesrty thanks to .ilbert Clack snd

Arthur Fletcher for their fine efforts at the pisno. Cost of]

this event to each person 4/-. 0.K. eh!
PETER L. !'ELIOR,
Secretary.

LERSEYSIDE SECTION. 9th Decenber, 1951.

The meeting opened T7.30 p.m. There wes a good sttendanc
despite the bad westher. The minutes and statement of
accounts were read by the secretery, who availed himself of
the opportunity to present to the section & framed drawing
of "Gussy" by Bob Vhiter.

The chairman then gave a very interesting account of his
recent London visit; he wes very impressed by the wermth of
the welcome he received from our Southern friends.

After -refreshments, there wes & general discussion on
hobby topics, followed by brisk librery wusiness, ably con-.
ducted by . Horton, and the meeting closed, after s most
enjoyeble evening, at 9.30 p.m.

. F. IASE, Secretary.
6th January, 1952.

Proceedings opened at 7.30 p.m. After the secretary
had read the minutes and submitted a statement of accounts,
the chairmen geve & deteiled end interesting report on the
progress mede during the pest month, perticularly with regerd
to press publicity. If the results anticipeted from this
source materielise 2 busy and successful 1952 is essured for
the section.

After refreshments the company participated in a most
enterteining quiz. This was followed by librery business
(incidentelly our librarian, Bill Horton, informed us that
we now possess epproximetely 100 books end papers, which is
most gratifying in view of the section's short period of
existence.)

Next meeting,3rd Februery,will festure & talk by
Jim Telsh on une of his favourite extracts from the "egnet" .|

F. C4SE, Secretary.

OFFERS INVITED for Specimen Number Ome copits of Gem, S.0.N.

end Penny Populer. Bill Mertin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge
park, London, N,%.10.
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THE NELSON LEE COLUMN

411 communicetions to Robert Blythe,
46 Cerleton Rd.,Hollowey, London,N.7.

I'm sfreid that this month's column is going to be
rether skimpy, for two ressons. First, have you ever had o
feeling of lessitude, particulerly when you've got a cold %
coming on, when you just cen't reke up the energy to do eny
thing? Well, thet's me st the moment! Secondly, unless
I write something now I shell be too late for inclusion in
this number. So whet's e chep to do? Personelly, I'm
teking the line of leest resistence end giving myself a
holidsay.

However, so that the N.L. will not be completely out of]
the picture, I'm giving the lists of the titles end serials.

Finelly, before I sign off, I would like to ask your
help. Tou know it's an awful strein on the old gesr box &¥
times to know just what to write sbout, but unless someone
b SeTyices it rosty With, 1 58 kgep $PEoThaR
N.L. collectors? Perticularly wanted are erticles on the
verious charescters.

bknd so to the titles.

(Note:- There two titles are given, the first is the
detective, end the second is the school story. There only
one is given then that is o full length school story.)

opnd N.5. No.32, Rays of Deeth, by John Breerley. The Fags'
Tnlon. 33, K.K's Secret. 34, It's em 0ld Spenish Custom
35, K.K's "K"ompany. 36, Unmesked, by John Breerley.
Hendy's First Prize. 3T, Glutton and Goslkeeper (Brook's
neme does not appeer &8 the euthor of this story.)

38, Hendforth the Hypnotist. 39, K.K "E'nebs the Kudos.
40, The Avenger, by John Bresrley. Safety Lest.

41, Lrchie's New Valet. 42, Hendy's Firework Fissco.

43, The Last Round, by John Brearley. Seints v. Friers.
(In this story for the firat time Greyfriers is feetured.
Brooks' name is not given es the author. Personslly I think
it was written by one of the “Megnet" sub-writers.)

44, K.K'e Birthdey Perty. 45, Trevers Trouble wpressure” .
46, The Phentom of the Grenge. 47, The Death prip (7Brooks).
Hendy the Conjuror. 48, Fake pismonds Foes. 49, Gunmen
at St Franks., 50, "Put 'em Up, St.Franks".
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.nd the S.riels.
1st N.5. N0.160-173. Rivals of the Rampert, by Stanton
Hope. Reorinted in Boys' Friend 4d Lib. 2ns ser. No.263.
-174-185. The Island Cesteweys, by A, S. Hoxrdy. Rep. B.F.
4d Lib. 2nd Ser. No.246.
1st N.5. No.186 to 2nd N,S. No.3. The Four-legged Eagle
(Perrers Locke and Jack Dreke). 2nd N,S. No.3-22, The Iron
Speedman, by “Afred Edger. Rep. B.F. 4d Lib. 2nd Ser. No.299.
No.235-49, Knights of the Road, by David Goodwin. Rep.B.F. 4d
Lib. 2nd Ser., No.315. 50-68, The Velley of .lot Springs,
by Ladbroke Black. 69-83, The Phentom Foe oy John Brearley.
Rep. B.F. 4d Lib. 2nd Ser. No.362. 84-106. Outlswed, by
pDavid Goodwin. Rep. B.F. 4d Lib. 2nd Ser. Wo.347.
107-128, The City of Gold, by Herbert Ford.

From here to No.141l there were no serials.
142-155, Cock of the 7elk. Reprinted from N.L. lst N.S.
No's 21-25.

VILNTED: In good condition. "Union Jacks" 896, 908, 910,
964, 969, 1030, 1032, 1040, 1051, 1052, 1053, 1059, 1115,
1454. Good price peid for eny of these mumbers.

L.Packmen, 27 Ahrchdele Road, Eest Dulwich, London, S5.E.22.

FOR DISPOSAL: 0dd numbers Union Jack, 3d Pluck, 1d to 2d
Boye' Friend, Red Arrow, Nelson Lee, Modern Boy, Renger,
Bullseye, Surprise, 1d Gem, Rover, Stariler, Tild Vest, Boys
Magezine, 1-146, Eerly .Lldine Libraries. Scores of Victorian
Journels. Sell or Exchenge for Boys of London, .lly Sloper,
;ldine ILibraries, #d Union Jecks, Greinger, llexendra Road,
Redruth, Cornwall.

EXCHANGE: Girl's Own fanuel's Vol 2.3.4.10, not in good
condition. For eny of the following: The Union Jeck
(G.s.Henty) Vol.l.3.4. Boys Own Annuel, Vol.l to 9.

Chums 7ol 1 to 10.12.14. Young Englend Vol.2 o' 34, 39. or
eny G...Henty, first editions. I am also willing to pey,
moderete prices only, for eny of the above.

R..4. MeGerva, 220 Sissons Roed, Leeds 10. Yorkshire.

T/LNTEDt Brooks "Green Triengle" yarns; Non-St.Jims Gemsj
eny Populers. E. V. Hughes, 38 Eest Front Road, Paghem
Beach, Nr. Bognor Regis.
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LETTER BOX

(1) Hemilton & Co. (Stafford) Ltd.
1 & 2, Melville Court,
soldhawk Roed, W. 12.

Desr Mr. Leckenby, 31st December, 1951.

Thenk you for your letter of the 29th inst. The snawer
to your query #s to whether supplies of our Tom Merry titles
cen be obtained direct from us is "Yes". The price will be
1/9d, postege paid, and sn eppropriste note to this effect
will be included on the pamphlets sent to you.

Thank you for your suggestion re utilizing the services
of the originel artist, Mr. R.J .Macdonald, for our covers.
T think this is an excellent ides, which we will investigete
immediately. However, I will sey to you that, in our
opinion, our present ertist is equal in steture to Macdoneld
end we feel very sure thet the actusl reproductions will coms
up to the best of Maedoneld's work. However, I do appreci-
ate there is sn underlying reeson for the use of ome of the
originel artists, end thenk you for your suggestion.

Your remerks regerding Fleet Street are also greetly
spprecieted, end we hed slresdy got something like this in
mind :

Uith sincere thanks for your kind co-operation, .
Yours truly, for HiMILTON & CO (STXFFORD) LTD
H. ASSLEL, Director:

(2) 15th Jenuery, 1952.
Deer Mr. Leckenby,

Thank you very much for your copy of the Jenuary issue
of "Collectors' Digest." I think you heve dene very well
with the reproduction of the cover of our first Tom Merry
title heving regerd to the hendiceps of the paper used.

I note thet the originel which was sent you-is still in
use ot the moment, but no doubt you will be pessing it for-
werd to Mr. Pockmen for return to us in due course.

vy I toke his opportunity of registering my spprecie-
tion for your very kind co-operstion. If there sre eny
additionel suggestions which you cere to offer to help pro-
mote ssles of this series, I can assure you they will elwsys
be welcome. Yours sincerely, for Hamilton & Co.(Stefford)l

H. ASSLEL, Director.

td,
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Frank di.uuarda Still Busy
Jenuary 1l4th, 1952.

Dear Herbert Leckenby,

Meay thenks for the C.D. to-day: still as good as

ever. - The enclosed lesflet mekes quite interesting
reading too. It has so long been my desire to see my bookd
in peper backs st & moderate price, that I am as plessed

as Punch now that it has heppened.

But I am sorry to have to tell you that the projected
monthly will not meterielise efter #11. It turned out to
be incompstible with other commitments, end so had to be
dropped. I still hope, however, that something of the kind
will be coming slong later in e rether different form from
o different quarter. In the meentime I am not very sorry
to have & breathing-space, for I sm up to the esrs in the
new Tom Merry books: end I do went to kcep one dey a week
free for some very special work I have lately teken in hend.|

"/ith kindest regerds,
Alweys yours sincerely,
FRLNK RICHIRDS.

FOR SALLE: Tom Merry's .mmual (first edition) 4/-;
5.0.L's Nos. 366, 369 end 393 bound, 4/-; bound vol. of
14 Nelson Lees 1931 odd complete toles, 6/6d; T Rangers 2/
Thomson books for the last three years 44 dozen; all plus
postage. P, J. Checkley, 18 Tarlington Road, Coundon,
Coventry.

Megnet Titles (contd.) (S) denotes Substitute.

831 is; The Greyfricrs Newspaper. 832 (S) The Teywerdness

of Vibley. 833 (S) The Greyfriars Flood. 834, Coker's

Breinwave. 835 (S) Meuly's .mazing .dventure. 836 (S)

Bunter's Poor Relation, 837 (S) The White Feather.

858 (S) The Young Pretender. 839 (S) Duffer end Hero.
Es) The Rebel of the Sccond. 841 Fishy's Treesure.

S) True to His Word. 843, Pen's Psl. 844 (S) The
Plu.nderad School. 845 (S) Inky's Peril. 846, Too Clever
of Skinner. 847 ¢S) The Secret of Shark's Tooth. 848, The

Berring of Bunter. 849 (S) Copped for Greyfriirs. 850 (S) Th
outcast of the Remove.

L3
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DO YOU REMEMBER 'KINEMA COMIC'?
by S,F. Armitage

"Hope you will get a little nostalgia out of
it" said Herbert Ieckenby in an accompanying
letter to a 1930 "Kinema Comic" which he was
kind enough to send me recently after I had men-
tioned that this publication and its stable com-
panion "Film Fun" (the only one of the pair now
running) formed my earliest literature, And al-
though comics are a bit outside the scope of the
0.B.B.C, I hope readers may be interested in a
few brief reminiscencos of those papers as I
knew then around 1920,

As many collectors know, fictional humorous
advontures of current film comedians formed their
gtaple attraction each week, so that looking back
to early issues gives a fair cross-section of the
atar comedians who Wwere popular at the time. For
instancc, the issue of 8th Nov,1930 contains the

ictorial adventurcs of Chester Conklin, Louise
Eb.zenda Iloyd Hamilton, Syd Chaplin, Ford Ster-
ling (omo of tho "Keystone" cops), Ben Turpin and
Charlic Conklin, Harry Iangdon and Walter Forde,

However even then the cinema had bogun to
hanﬁa, and its effects reached down even to the
"fan® comics, The early 1920's, when I read "Film
Fun" and "Kimema Comic " were the days when the
tWo-reel comedy (silent, of course) reigned sup-
reme and formed a moogniaed and indispensable
rart of any cinema programme, The number of comed-
ians (mainly American) was far larger than to-
day, although goodness knows Wwe are in greater
need of laughter in the cinema then ever we Were.

I kmew many of these comedians through the
rages of these comics long before I ever saw them
on the screen - some, in fact, I never saw, Names
which come back to mind, in addition to those
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already mentioned, are Harold Iﬂ.oy? Snnb Pollard,
Iarry Semon, Jackie Coogan, Grook the clown),
Max Idnder ithe French comedian), Slim Summer-
ville, Polly Moran, Mabel Normand, Mack Swain,
Buster Keaton, Charlie Murray, and a host of
others. The greatest of them all, Charlie Chaplin|
never appeared in either paper, having already
been copyrighted by "Chips" or "Comic .Cuts" (I
forget which),

How many of these comedians are remembered
to-day? Many have died, and few survived the
introduction of sound films. All were feautred in
American comedies, and as few if any British comed
ians appeared to have made a name at that time,
"Film Pun" and its companion were inevitably all-
American in character. To-—da{ almost the reverse
is the case, and in "Film Fun" British stars such
as George Formby, Claude Hulbert, etc, predomin-
ate, However, as comedians are not anything like
a8 prominent in cinema programmes to-day, I should
imagine that their adventures in print have not
the same appeal for the present ?mmﬁm of
children - although, of course, may be wrong.
My own children seem to read it with avidity, so
it is probably the adventures rather than the
subject that attract.

I was always impressed, even as a boy, by
the consistently bright and cheerful note main-
tained by the humorists who wrote the adventures
week by week; it has a sprightly effervescence
which never flagged, and there was a quip in
every line, I have often wondered since how much
thege writers were id for their task! Many of
those hoary "gags" I occasionally spring on peoplg
to-day - and they always laugh, I should imagine
some of those authors would make good script
writers to-day. The main weakness was that the
chamacters always appeared in the same dress in
every adventure, and never altered their express-
—ion.
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BLAKIAL A . February 1952,
;t****iﬁﬁé‘.!—!ﬂi‘lm

Dditor: Ll Jonds 10, Lrv TJen, Bhivbina, Cardifs, Selialos,

You vill probably wonder vhy the usual "Mound T-blen
heading has disapneared this nonth.  “7ell, I have bLesn
thinking thet one camnot really have Zownd Table chats vhen
one sits alone = for that is vhat I heve beon daing for the
past momth or two. ot g single article or Suggestion hag
come along in suprort of this section's request and T am
beginning to vwonder if the old Jlake enthusiasts have now
comoletely forssken their old love. I know that I have
been rather lax in several ¥s in relation to the hobby,
but in the Iight of the formation of the SeBs Cirecle and the
efforts of one or tw (notably Ferry Homer) on behals of the
Lan from Seker Street, T should have thought that ot least
s few letters would haye arrived at ilo. 10. Sut no, Janugry
has been an absclutely dead month for correspondence.

I am now ghing to ask you all, oneo egrin, to trite
or send along some litt) s coniribution for Elakiang, I an
not worried ahout the length of contributiong or on vhagt
phese of Blake lore they deal wAth, but T i usT have materiasl
if this section is +o @ ntinue, Should nothing be gone in
this metteor it will be goodbye to Blakiana, and I an sure
none of you vish this +o happen, Came g long chaps) “hat
did you think of oy Homa's "Yvonnew feature in tne Anaval, -
How would YOU improve Dlakiong if ¥ou hed the change? That
ore your favourite Bloke stories? low long have You been
recding Elako and hov were you introduced to him? Some of
thc = quostion smight ongcourage you to "havo g go'l 1952
shovldbe a groat Sloke year. The fornation of the S«Bs Circle
clene should givo the hobby a fresh impotus. Jut you must play
your part. Please heced this appoal and at tho same time

H.ll, BOI'D,




SIXT0L BLALY I Trds LBDLL by TALLLL. TEBB.

Chantor jovona

. should this state soerot fzll into tho hands of the
noverful and eristocratic clique surrounding the Tsar's throne
then-tho lives of thousands and the liborty of millions
soild Me imporillod. Thus, with rovelution and bloodshed as
tho vricc to bc naid in the event of their failure to -din
throughy Sloko, Tinka and Podro fought their way through,
and it .mub bo admitted that the euthor, in rc¢lating the many
thrilling advarturoes tho three undorwent in thoir quest,
gavo ue a very vealthy Olake nercatives In those days Podro
got-quitc & let ofthe limclight ithout, hovever, roaping
hiich remard for his doggy effortse DSut on this occasion,
ih-rocognition of tham, ho ms presontod vith a nov eollar,
iAth.n rold plote upon thich ~ms ongraved the Royal monogranm,
~8d. #hil~t no doubt this gift from Halis Iing Edrmrd 1as a
Yroud womert in tho lives of Pedro's mastors, it is safo to
Lsmmo.$hat the hloodhound weuld nuch haverreferred a nieo
Jidey bono from the Royzl houschold! One of the most unusual
cesos for Soxbon Mlake wms thenlhic had to decal 1ith tms that
rclated in h¢ story “The ilissing 12% (sco U.J. lo. 150).
Tipdscn husbands have doserted their vwives and loft thom
ol .rzocble to tho Dates, the shenvieck loard of Guardicnse
offorcd tho s of gixty fivo ounds ce reward for tho arrest
of the missing men, following a stormy ucoting of rotepayers
vho, after wanincusly condenning the vuardians, called for
the irzz dicte Jresig;mtion of the chairmon, onc wre Denby
Grinese Ath the noxt eloeti.n soon to be fougit out, and
focing tho rospect of gotiing kicked out of office , thay
were in a spots It vms in desperation thet Denby Griues
ealled o' his friend Soxton 1lake, ond begged the investipg-
ator's aid in tracing the vanishod husbonds.  An wiusual
corxrigsion nnd hardly worthy of dloke's talents, yot the
dotcetive good humowredly decided to help his friend out of
hig prodicaments %

. Chaptor 8 next months

l 5670 DL.yns CIRCLI. n i
411 corrcsponcience re ~bove tb Harry llomor, {ulden farn
stificlde  SuUS3OXe
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ROBERT MURBAY — ANTHONY SKENE
A COMPARTSON

My lmowledge of Robert Murray, the gifted
author of the Confederation yarms, is very limited
- in fact it is nil. I hope Mr Murray's fans will
forgive me for making thia admission. I can assure
them I do not mean to be unkind for the Union Jacﬂ
Confederation yarns were my favourites until An-
thony Skene's character Zenith started to appear
in 1918. Murray of course was Writing the Confedd
eration yams somewhile before Skene started to
contribute to the Amalgamated Press.

Where Robert Murray, in my opinion, most close
ly resembled Skene was in the fact that his (Mur-
ray's) best work was to be found roughly in his
firat twenty yarns culminating in the yarn where
the Duchess of Jorsica appeared and where Reece
got killed by a giant octopus, I don't think Mur-
ray ever did anything so good after that, The last
mentioned yarn was, in my opclnicm.,' the opposite
number of Anthony Skene's "Plague", Skene never
produced anything so good again after "Plague".

I am not too sure whether my facts are correct
here, but Murray seemed to go off the rails a bit
in his yarn where John Smith, Reece and Sir Philli
Champion Were finally tried and sentenced at the ’p
01d Bailey. John Smith was, I think, the President
of the Confederation, Reece being only second—in-
command yet by a peculiar anomaly Reece was reck-
oned the greater criminal genius - in fact in An-
thony Skene's yarn "The Case of the Toxic Tulips"
Reece was stated to be with EKestrel, Zenith and
Waldo, one of the world's four greatest criminal
geniuses, However, in the famous trial which Mur-
ray describes so Well, John Smith, the President
escapes the death sentence while Reece, who pre-
sumably acted under his orders and direction, getg
the death pemalty because of the greater magnitudg
of his crimes.
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Murray's Sexton Blake was not such a big man
as Skene's Blake, who welighed 200 1bs, except in
the "Case of the Elsingham Iegend" where for some

reason he dropped to 180 1bs, Nevertheless Murray's

Blake was capable of great feats of strength such
as the occasion when although ed by the Duch-
ess of Jorsica he almost overcame + a dozen men
before passing out. This feat of endurance caused
the Duchess not only to fall in love with Blake
but even to propose marriage to him - only to be
rejected.

Iike Anthony Skene, Murray used G,H,Teed's fam-
ous woman character Yvonne only rarely. Skene in-
troduced Yvomne into 3 yarns only, "Threaten by 3",
"In League Against Him" and another yarn whose
title I cannot recall. After that Skene dropped
Yvorme and used the woman secret service agent
Julia Fortune for feminine interest.

I don't think Murrey ever wrote for the S.B,
Library, whereas Skene did, and the latter writer
seemed equally at home in the S.B,Iibrary.

Finally I do not kmow whether it is due to thel
fact that the Amalgamated Press have a tight hold
on their copyrights which prevents publishers for
acting, but I have often thought what good novels
some of the old Union Jack yarns would make, I
refer to those which ran in a series like the five
Union Jack yarns about the "Fifth Man" by Anthony
Skene. I think Geyn Evans used the "automatons"
in his Union Jack yarns for one of hia novels,
and I once put the idea up to Anthony Skene as
regards using his "Fifth Man" and "Gargoyle" stor-
ies as a novel,

However, good for you Mr,Skene and you Mr,

8, Young.
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