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FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR:

"It's Juat Right" Following my comments on the policy
of the C-D last month I have had numerous letters assuring
me that our little mag. is just as they want it. Several
of those who have been in from the beginning remind me of
the exciting days of the swindles when the C.D., then only
two or three montha old, did e great deal to save collectorp
their money, and to bring one of the swindlers to justice.
"It was a good job we had the €.D. then," says one of the
old-timers. "Carry on keeping it lively and topical along
with ite orisp articles. It's just as we want it." T was
perticularly encouraged by the comments of e new chum who,
writing before he hed seen what I had to say last month,
seid:

%] am rather st a loss to express in words my admiration
for the C.D. It is informstive and entertaining, but it
is the pwv&érwl, human note which is evident from cover
ro cover thst made me enjoy it so much. The formet too

is _extrao: good and 211 re onsihle for lay-out
end dupliceting ge to be oong:atu?.g ted." o
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Tell, I don't think I need say any more.

Gricvences from Qversees. I have received recently
letters from members of our circle in distant lends which h
have greatly perturbed me. In some instances these friend
say they feel a little hurt at deley in replying to letters
they hsve written, or beceuse they have received no reply
¢t 2ll, Thet's a bit dishesrtening, but there's en even
more serious grievence and thet's the condition of books
sent out to them, end for which e pretty stiff price hes
been peid. To show that their compleints are not unjusti-
fied some exemples heve been sent to me. To say that I em
shocked is to put it mildly. There sre inner pages missing,
copies sre tettered, and in one instance & cover end com—
mencement of & story hes been suLstituted for that of an
entirely different story. I cen just picture the dismay
«nd diseppoihtment of the eagerly enticipating collector
opening & parcel end finding e considersble proportion of
the copies therein in such deploreble condition. It would
be bad enough here, but it's ever so much worse when the
unfortunete one is thousands of miles zwey, thus meking it
ot the very best months hefore he can hope to get redress.

The collector who sent me these dud copies spent 5/—
in sir-meiling them, 2 proof of how upset he felt about it.

Vvihoever sent out the copy with the substitute cover
might cleim that it looked quite in order from outside. Thet
might be so but in these deys of high prices it is only
right, and in the long run good business, that copies should
be exemined before being disprtched. Stories with the four
centre pages missing, too, fre simply useless.

Now in the Commonwerlth comntries, the U.S.A., end
other pleces there ere scores of stounch members of our
hobby circle, fellows who love the old papers ss much a8 we
do here. They esgerly swoit news snd thelr percels. Then
incidents 1ike those I heve described heppen they nrturelly
feel sdventage is being teken of them. I should hete to
think that eny of it hes been done deliberetely, or that it
heppens often, but I do sppeel thet copies We exesmined with
speciel core before despstching them, thus errning the
gratitude of a grand lot of fellows fcross the sers.

= e =
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Envelopes. = Lest month I secured a supply of envelopes
which ensbled me to send out copies flat., These are far
more satisfzctory, cnd I cen meil the month's issue in helf
the time. But, hesvens, how the price hes rocketed agein.
S0 mey I cppeal to you to return these new onee when you
heppen to be writing?

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LTCXENBY.

postscript. By rppeel aboyt: outstending subs, last
month brought e nrompt response from seversl members. But
there's still over e score to come end it's over two months
since Christmes. Heve ¢ heert, you cheps to whom it
opplies.

THE "ANNUAL" BALLOT
How They Stend  Now

1. Remove Form £t Greyfriars 157
2. Herry herton, Ceptein of the Remove 140
3, St.Fronks — Success or Feilure 127
4. Thet Enduring liagic 125
5. Monograph on Yvomne Certier 109
6. The Long lrm 107
7. Every Story ¢ Gem 79
8. Inside Fleetwry House 75
9. Grendfather Liked Them Fierce 69

WLANTED: For Librery Northern Section. To complcte
herton/Quelch Series liognets 1285, 1286, 1287, 1296.
lso Gems 1221, 1222, 1224, 1229, 1236, 1255, 1257, 1258,
1289, 1290, 1291, 1293, 1296, 1297, 1300, 1314, 1639.
Plecse edvise. G. .llison, 7 Summerfield Gerdens, Bremley,
Leeds.

. NTEID: liegnets betwsen 700 cnd 900 or Bound Copies.
Pre-war Hotspurs, Triumphs, Skippers, Sdventures, Tiizerds,
Rovers, also ccllected. Lists to P. “lillett, Church
cottege, Lellhem, ldddx. Just returned from sbroed ond
spologics to ell thuse previously sending lists for not
replying before.
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The "Collectors' Digest'

discovers
THE IOST POPUL.R M.GNET STOKY OF _LL TIME

Result of the Grend Finsle of the

COLLECTCRS' DIGEST voting contest
There wes a large entry for the Finsl of this interesting
Contest, and the Editor has pleasure in announcing that thae
popular vote has placed the eight leading Megnet series in
the following order:

let, E. THE H.RRY WHAKTON versus MR QUELCH SERIES.
2nd, D. The Lancaster Series.

3rd, F. The Christmes Mystery of Wharton Lodge Series.
4th, C. The China Series. ’
5th, 4. The Bunter Court Series.

6th, B. The Redwing-South Seas Series.

7th, G. The Popper Island Series.

8th, H. Christmas at Polpelly Series.

The First Prize of £1, plus a photograph of the cover of
the chief story in the leading series, is ewarded to
Anthony Bsker,
Christchurch Vicarage,
St. /Llbsns Rosd,
High Barnet.
The Second Prizes of 5/- cach are awarded to
V. Webb, 84 Park Koad, Sparkhill, Birmingham.
J. W. Hurrell, 10 Ilfrscombe Gardens, Chadwell Hesth, Essex.

Conscletion Prizcs of Schoolboys! Own Libraries sre Peing
sent to V. L. Villismson, Leeds; J. Dow, Lberdeen;
C. J. Bsrtlett, Beckenham,

The Editor thenks the large number of readers who sent in
their votes, and helped so meterially to the great success
of this contest. Ed

S.LE/EXCIL.NGE for Magnets, Boys' Friend “eeklics Chums 1923,
1924, 1929-30, 1936-37, Schuolgirls' Lnnusl 1924, Ceptain
1921, 5.0.L's, Dixon Hewkes, etc. G. Ifell, 41 YJoodlend Road
Darlington. #
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THE NELSON LEE COLULN

/11 communications to Robert BElythe,
46 Cerleton ltoad, Hollowsy, London,N.T.

This month we welcome ¢ new writer to the Column, thoughl
not to the C.D., iir. Jones of Penrith, iustralia, In the
nest he has given us some clever and snalytical articles on
verious euthors' cepsbilities os imitetors of Charles Homiltop.
This month he turns the spotlight on E. S. Brooks, not as en
imitotor, but as en suthor in his own right. It is printed
here without comment, but I must szy that I'm not certein
whether he's presenting bouquets, or heeving brickbatst

I seid, "without comment'"; perhaps I hod better add the
femiliar proviso thet the opinions stated are the suthor's
end I do not necesserily egree with them — in fect, I disagrep
strongly with some of his findings. However, I'm hoping
thet his rrguments will be sufficiently controversial to celll
forth enough comments to make up #n interesting article next
month.,

E. 5. ZilOOKS
1. In the Melson Lee Library
Iy S. F. Jonus

It mey be noted thot Brooks loves to deel with humanity
¢n messe. He is fond of barrings-out, gollent concerted
efforts, sdventures in stronge lends involving groups of
charecters. His siturtions are undoubtedly exciting, things
like St.Fronks' fight ageinst Williem K. Smith, the struggle
ogeinst petticort rule, the seving of the wrecked stesmship
on the Sussex corst. But here we see the writer's limita-
tions. He cen be exciting, he can rercly, howcver, be
drematic. For refl dreme you need interplay of cherscter
end for cherrcter you need depth. This perheps expleins
why Brooks is not so successful with individurls. Crowds
en masse cen be given something exciting to do, individuesls
mist show thot they cre worth writing sbout, thet is, they
must heve depth when they are forced to stend rlone. Generellly
sieaking, Brooks' berrings-out cte. ore every bit s exeiti
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and interesting as Hamilton's, his ettempts to dremastise
single characters, on the other hand, are nowhere near
Hemilton. Cardew's feud with Tom Merry, Wharton's with
Quelch and Stacey, these are Weyond him, since he is generslly
unsble to penetrate beyond action to the springs of action,
which lie in & careful enzlysis of character. .8 ¢ substi-
tute for cereful enalysis Brooks substitutes surfece chersc-
teristics. Thus he gives us boys who spesk in rhyme, who
jumble words like Bertie Onions, who sre deef like Trotwood
minor, who perform wonderful physicel fests like lialdo junio
who talk pedenticelly like Timothy Tucker. Hemilton does 8
too, of course. Ve see the character of ome "telent" in
Dutton, Skimpole, Coker snd Grundy. Hemilton, however, has
given us Therton, Meuleverer, Vernon-Smith, Cerdew, Levison,
Telbot, D'Lrcy, Messrs. Quelch snd Prout, Levison minor and
lienners Minor end the immortael 7. G. Bunter. Brooks could
not go so far. He hod to do something, however, and so he
geve us e feir collection of fresks. The fresks ere vivid,
of course, but I deny their dremctic possibilities. Even
Hendforth aust stend with them in comprny with the impossiblg
Coker tnd Grundy. It mey be noted, however, thet e leter
creation, Vernon Trovers, is a good attempt et naturel dreaw-
ing. I em convinced too by the loveble Fatty Little. Nippern
is rether an impossibility. Never doing anything wrong, he
is forced to tell you sec, for the most pert in the first
persan.

Bruoks' plots ere sometimes marred by improbabilities.
In one seriea, for exemple, the cads of St.Franks attempt to
discredit the reformed Fullwuod by inviting him to & gembling
OTEY . By socme trick or other Fullwced is left alone to beer
the brunt of the bleme when the suthowities find cut. He
cleers himself naturally, but strengely enough, the inquiry
into the orgy is notprosecuted to the end. It is forgotten
within & few chepters, this most uncommon orgy which et
St.Jims or Greyfrirras would have rsised the roof.  Another
improubability is the lack of scholastic calm end dignity
about St.Franks. One would never suopcse that the boys were
there to learn things. The school sopesrs merely & centre
for some stirring events like flood, aj.ege, rebellion and

-

plutting.
& desire for innovetion is too appe-rcnt in Brooks. Thaj
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schocl is destroyed, the schiul is rebuilt, the il use systes
is changed, cven thé cld Headmaster disanpcars, cveryt 4

is in a state of flux, ncthing remains the sane. Brooks
w.uld have done far better tc keep the sch.nl as it wes in
the carly twenties. He was c . rtainly then at his best.
All he had t- do was to develcp the characters he already
had. I cennct but help thinking that his American j wrmey
wes resscnsible in 8 way for his unscc untable urge tr shif#
and change. Or else his judgnent wes at fault.

There is & crudeness in Brooks' stories which shrings
from this love of change. And perhaps there is scme cver-
gensationalism. Tegether with his cccasional harshness and
violence of diction they would exclude him from the cless of]
Hamiltcn. I should sey, however, that in spite .f 8ll, I
heve elweys found him a most interesting snd enterteining
writer. Here was imaginetion, power and originslity. What
e pity that the final polish wes missing!

Br.ooks! diction shows meng peculiarities. Te is s mogt
individurl writer. By his adverbs, for instence, you shalll
know him. Here they sre:— crisply, hotly, darkly ("You'vd
oot nothing to grumble at, my fussy!" he said sourly"),
smuothly, evenly, ccldly, briskly ("said Willy briskly"),
hershly, wildly, thickly ("he gasped thickly").

Cheracteristic adjectives like "bally", "infernsl" and
"dotty" ore reel blemishes in Bronks. "Inferns11y", a
natursl corellery of "infernel", is used frequently by his
sdults. Hemilton avoids Woth end esrns our gretitude by
so deing. "Squiffy" = "drunk" is a fevourite, but Hemilton
uses it ince or twice. '"Dotty" is a signpost for cur sutheg.

The use of the ejsculetion "G.od Grecious" deserves
notice. Brooks' adults, nerticularly tho clderly, cmploy
it frequently. They cften burst forth intc these words or
their equivalent in the middle of their speech. '"Boy, you
will repcrt to my study in one hour's time for a severe
cening !" interrupted the Head pleesantly. "Good Grecious!
Am I to be defied by my ycungest pupils? Go et once! Thesq
nassoges ore now cut of boundsi!

Brucks luves "end". Sentences frequently begin with
this word: "ind Hendfcrth 1-st ne time in exoleining his
pusiticn.” Interrupted speeches frequently end with "end":
"Therc's nowhers to oo rnd cverythinets gettine worse dey
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day end -=". "ind" also intwoduces paragraphs, & usage not,
unknown in Hamilton. "Too" is sometimes added to "and",

os for exemple in the following sentence: "ind there was
something else on this morning too."

To cut things short Brooks likes the phrase "in &
nutshell™. "The scheme, in = nutshell, was to hold the
island e a hostage."

hs o concession to vividness Brooks likes making his
cheracters gulp. Hendforth is a grest exponent: "Handforth
gulped"; "Oh rather!" ssaid Bell with & gulp.

During moments of excitement Brooks' schoolboys lose
some of their polished lengusge. '"But don't talk sbout
thet pond affeair. If you do, I'll get wild," sayd thlborqa
the knut in 2 mest unkmutly fashion.' '"This silly oss has
mixed me ell up,"' says another fellow. Allied to these
things sre questions ending with "eh?" like thet addressed
by Linton to Castleton in the imitation Gem story by Brooks:
"Getting tired of it, eh?"

L peculierity of our euthor is to break up scme speech
after the first word snd then resume it. I give three
examples:

(a) "You," said Smith, "heve said it."

Eb) "So," seid Lrchie, "I observe.

n) "That ," said Archie, "is the stuff."
Though not, as fer as I know, used by Hemilton, this is not
o bad device for getting a kind of humorous emphasis. It
suits chorecters like hArchie, who, by the wey, is a charming
end lovable creation, one of Brocoks' best.

"iy son" end "my lad" are rather cheracteristic. If
statistics were taken, it would probably be found thet
Hendforth wes the latter most fregquently.

Brooks likes to emphesise thot e thing is reslly a fact
Hence his fondness for phrases like "as e matter of fact"
and "in fact", e.g. "The smoothness of the whole enormous
undertaeking, in fact, was decidedly startling." Lnother
2llied phrase is "to be exact".

In keeping with his somewhat grendiose themes, Brooks
uses some big words. Some things ere "startling". Some~
one's sssurence is described es "marvellous". Characters
tend to be noisy: '"show ted Armstrong". 2 childlike
exuberence is displeyed when n blow is deseribed es
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ng resl besuty” — but this is perhaps because Nipper is
supposed_to be the real narrator, (Next month Brooks
ag an imitator of Hamilton).

POPULLR P.APEES OF THE PAST

Nc.16 - The Boys' World; 30/5/1905 - 6/3/1906 -
41 numbers.

The New Boys' World; 13/2/1906 - 30/3/1907.

6 numbers.

¢ By Herbert Leckenby

Tt is a curious fact that the femous House of Cassells,
although they published several successful adult periodicals,
never (with the notsble exception of Chums) menaged tc lsunch
a boys' weekly which lived for long. One attcmpt wes the
"poys! Werld" started in May 1905. Despite the fatherly
help of "Chums" it never lcoked like making a go of it from
the start. If those responsible had thought of doing a
1ittle snooping at Peersons in llaiden Lene they might have
been warned,for there they might have found thet the Boys'
Leader was dying when less than two years old.  The "Leadern('
with the aid of some brillisnt authors had put up & gallant
fight against the mighty Harmsworth trio, the Boys Friend,
Boys' Realm end Boys' Herald, but had found the odds too
groat and was in its death throes. Nevertheless, the
Boye' World wes born.

For 8 gocd desl of the information I have about it I
om indebted to Harry Stables of Bredford, but neither have
mch deta on the first scries of 41 numbers. It had,
however, 15 peges, the large somewhat unwieldy size first
mede femilier by the Boys' Friend, The peper was white,
and there were four columns to & page.

In early serial wes "Wolf Men" described as "L Tale of
hmezing hdventure in the Underworld". "Underworld" hed no
reference to the derk sice of London, or snmy other great
city, for the story wes of a wonderful land under the hrctic
ice. It wes a resl, well-written thriller; the cuthor
being one "Frenk Powell". It was possibly the pen-name of
e more femilier writer, for epart from # seguel to this
story 1 cannot remember coming ecruss him snywhorc. Jnywey,
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he could write.

There was also a series of adventure ysrns "Singleton
the Searcher" by Singleton Cerew, & name familiar to readers
of "Chums". So far es I know these yarns and "Wolf-Man"
were original, but with No.28 started "Good 0ld Troddles" byl
R. indom, which had certeinly eppeared elsewhere end, T
believe, hod been published in book form. Reprints when
only six months o0ld did not sound too good, but enother
serial, "it the Blast of the Bugle" by Percy Laws, starting
in the seme number, wes I think new.

Ceme No.4l, iierch 6th, 1906, end then s drastic change.
The following week appeared "The New Boys' World", "Brightesft
and Best of Boys' Papers". The page size wes reduced to .
one & little less than that of the Megnet — ond there were
48 of them, the price - One Penny. It looked like o
desporete attempt to chellenge the Boys' Friend end its
sturdy compenions, but truth to tell, the "New Boys' Worla"
hed not e very ettractive appearence. The peper on which |
it wes printed wes of poor quality snd the illustraticns,
almost without exception, were frightfully smeteurish. The
front pege was printed in colours, but it wes not s very
good exemple of the printers' art. Nevertheless, the
reading metter wes not 2t ell bed, end I suppose that wes
whet mettered most. There were no less then five serials,
“McTavish the Great";"The Vengernce of the T/olf-lLlen';

"The Runawey Schoolboys" (enother story of Troddles snd his
chums ); "The Spectre Motor-Cer; end "The Finding of the
'Golden Hog'". In eddition there were two comic pages

(in colours) and numerous srticles.

The by no means least intercsting feature, however, wes|
the new editor. He wss A.G. (Smiler) Heles, quite »
cherecter of the time. Introducing himself he said he hed
been & war correspondent end soldier. He had trevelled all
over the world, had tried gold-digging, the breaking of _--
horses, ond ®ig geme hunting. He described how he hed seen
most of the besutiful temples, churches and cethedrals from
St.Pruls to the temple of the living Buddhe in the Mongol
desert. Indeed, @ picturesque snd unusuel personality to
heve in the elitoriel chair of a boys' weekly. He wrote o
good derl for the peper, too, including the McTavish story
ientioned sbove.
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+ Uhet's more, his editoriel column Wasg very interesting
snd to the onlooker - emusing. .Ls can be expected, he did
not pull his punches, his replics to his corrcspondents were
vestly different to the somewhet smug scrmonising of
gemilton Edwerds or the petulent protests of H. f. Hinton.
Por instence, the face of one Thomss ilfred K. would be
red when he reed this:
"You sny the other boy struck you. If you will
gend me thet other boy's proper address I will send

him e shilling."

Editor Holes didn't seem to like Thomrs ‘lfred K., did
he? And here ere a few more exemples of his streight from
the shoulder style. I won’er if the "New Boys' World"
1ost & few readers as & result. TIe ere essuming, of course)
thet they were genuine replies to ectusl correspondents.

Arthur Greves.— Your contribution is absolutely
perfect with these exceptions. (1) It is not true.

2) It wouldn't do & farthingsworth of good if it were.

3) It is in horribly bed teste. (4) You would heve to

fly the country if I published it. (5) They wouldn't
let me fly, they'd keep me to pick oakum for ebout two
years for libel. With the sbove exceptions, Lrthur,
your contribution is a gem.

1.5 .- Then e boy is impertient by post it is e
sure end certein sign he is e cur.

U.G.S.- I don't think from your style thet you
ere ¢ boy; certeinly not o young woy. Judging by
your letter I should put you down et the silly stege,
neither oy nor man. Anywey your remarks about the
clergymen ere in bed tsste, they are silly, vapid,
end devoid of the saving salt of reel humour."

Of course £11 his replies were not like that; the
majority were complimentery ¢nd pelly. There was rlso
some telk sbout ¢ greet gethuring of resders. Thether
or not this ceme off I sm unrble to ssy, but I should think
it wes doubtful, for it wesn't long before there were signs
that the peper wes entering stormy weters. Tith No.1lO the
coloured cover wes dropped, the reeson given that it made
| the prper look like & “blood". Hor. likcly it wes 2 metier
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of economy for the coloured comic pictures disspperred, too.|
Lnd with No.9 ceme snother reprint, "The Boys of Templeton'.
Lictuelly, this was Telbot Beines Recd's "Follow my Leeder"
which had eppeared in book form long befors, snd probably
also in the B.O.P. Vith No.l4 ceme e new serisl by
ie G. Hales himself. '"Telegraph Dick" znd also "The King's
Scarlet" by G. Menville Fenn, snother reprint, originelly
appearing ¢s "The Queen's Scerlet". 4 little leter on the
energetic editor hed etill snother, "Slim Jim, Lest of the
Bushrengers" , Then on Februery 2nd, 1907, ceme "The Boy
Pioneer" by Edwerd S. Ellis. It wes his "Ned of the
Blockhouse" in disguise, & book that had been aveilable in
the juven¥le section of the public libreries for years. It
wes the Weginning of the end, for with No.55, karch 30th,
it wes ennounced thet it wes to be rmalgemated with “Chums"
Thet venersble paper took the "New Boys' Trorld" under its
wing for six weeks, and then all mention of it disappesred.
tnother boys' weekly had died in infency. Poor 4.G.Hales,
he tried hard to meke it # success. He had said that
although he hed edited severel edult papers, this was his
first sttempt et one for boys. Probebly it was his lest.

4nd in #ll likelihood Hemilton Edwards would twirl his
moustache end cynically smile. Imother chellenger to his
"hig three" had wit the dust..

T 3PED:  "Union Jock" 896. Sexton Bloake Libreries 1st Serd
54, 57, 219, 229, 233, 241, 253, 271, 276, 283, 307, 312,
325, 356, 358, 360, 366, 371. 2nd Series: 1, 8, 16, 21,
25, 35, 41, 42, T2, T7, 52. Good prices offered.
Josephine Packman, 27 Archdele Road, E. Dulwich, 5.B.22.
ey thenks to 11 fellow collectors who have supplied my
wents in the past.

VLNTED: TUnion Jecks, 1905-17; also Nelson Lees, 1915-18.
. Rouse, 3 St.Leonerds Terrace, Gos Hill, Norwich, Norfolk

80 Boys' leolms, Boys' Friends, 14, etc. 1903-16. Offers,
exchenges, S.L.B. for list. 347 Gertrude Roed, Norwich,
Worfolk.

LANTED: Bound volumes lingnets, Boys' Friend weekly,

Boys' keolm. G. Mell, 41 Vioodlsnd Roed, Darlington.

es
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QLD BOYS' BCOK CLUD
London Section. Blackheeth Meeting. Februery 16th.

Inclement weether did not keep the enthusiasts awey
from the home of the popular Deacons, but the vice-chairmen,
Josie Packmen, had to teke the chair owing to the indisposi-—
tion of Len. This she did in an eble manner. L very
lengthy correspondence was read including meny letters from
the oversees members. Peard Sutherlend hed sent a copy
of the "Sundey Times" from Vencouver with an excellent
write-up sbout him and his collection, quite & treet to reed
efter some of the stuff that hes appeered of late. Here is
e genuine collector who has a very rumarkable collection.
proceeding the topic of the bedge was discussed and Bob
Whiter undcrtook to obtein quotetions end colour schemes.
This wes passed unsnimously. It wes ennounced thet a
letter of congratulation had Ween sent to Mrs. Ida Herdy
on the occesion of her 90th birthdey enniversery. This
ledy's late husbend is still rememwered with affection for
the meny fine drswings he did for "Chums". "Topham" was
the key word of the eliminator quiz which was won by Ron
Deecon. Bob Blythe was 2nd and Roger Jenkins and Bob
Whiter 3rd. The stenderd of knowledge in this quiz wes
very high end shews the high rate of interest in the hobby.
The usual team quiz wes held and enjoyed and scveral good
suggestions for the Msrch meeting et Hume House, Esst Dulwich,
London, S.E.22, on the 15th, were made. !nd so enother
milestone was passed in the club's history.

TUNCLE BENJ MIN.

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB. Northern Section.
Meeting 239 Hyde Perk Road, Leeds. Feb.9th, 1952,

Owing to the fect thet Reg, Hudson, unfortunetely, is
not well enough to attend, I took over duties of chairmen,
hoping my tenency would e brief. My first duty, however,
was & pleasant one, for I wes eble to welcome three new
pembers: Harry Vhiteley, John Charlesworth (both of Hudderst
field) ond Denis Everinghem of York. e were pleased to
see Frenk Cese, secretery of the Liverpool brench, rgein |
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:nd Tom Hopperton (Scarbcrough) looked in for 2 short time.

Minutes of last meeting were reed. Regearding future
meetings it wes decided to hold the April one on the seccnd
ssturday, spril 12th, es usuel, despite the fect that it is
Easter 8eturday. It wes thought thet the holiday would
not have an adverse effect on the settendsnce. March
meeting, when Herry Stables will give his talk "The Saga
of Desdwood Dick", the 8th inst.

Tressurer~Librarien Gerry fillison smiles broadly esach
time he gives his report. No wonder — library sales for
month £4.17s.5d., subs. £5.78.0d.; Cssh in hend £14.4s.3d.
It shouldn't be forgotten that the library turnover is not
obteined without a lct of work on the part of Gerry.

Gerry then did some talking much to the enjoyment of
all present, for he reed two delightful extracts from the
Megnet series which has been voted by a large mejority the
best series of all — the second Quelch - Vharton series.

Between the two readings we had & quiz, 2 real tesser,
set by Normen Smith. Tom Rouach agein came out the wimmer
with 13 out of 16. Locks a&s if Tom is going to be the Len
packmen of the north.

Lmong other business discussed was London's proposal
of en 01d Boys' Book Club Beadge. Several members promised
to buy cne if the badges were obteined. Joe Owens propose
a tie &f appropriete colours es en slternstive.

L very enjoyeble meeting closed et 9.30 p.m. The
misadventure which befel Horece Twinham will not go down in
the minutes!

Report of the Meeting of the Midlend Section,
0.B.B.C. on Januery 28th et the Townsend Club,
Birminghem 3.

Tie stert the New Year in grand style with two new
members, Miss Fletcher, ond Miss Pertridge swelling the
Jenuary sttendance to nineteen. There were six apologies
for ewsence, snd welre sorry to heer Mrs. Corbett is in-
disposed with a severe cold. It was nice to have lir.Bourng
beck ogein efter his long spell in hospital; everybody was
pleased he is now gble to get about & wit. 8

The Minutes and Corressondence were reed, end then
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rressurer Normen spoke on finsnce. By a large mejority,
his propesel that subs. be peid &t lesst three months in
advence was cerried. Other decisions were, members who pey
o yeer in edvence only pey 21/- instesd of 24/-. Visitors
at our ileetings pay 2/6 per nicht. Postal members, of
scurse, zre sdmitted free, ond we wish they would come end
see us. The Rev. L. Pound energeticelly oppused eny sug-
gestion of increesing subscriptions, and wented a breke
epplied on expenditure like the Club Newssheet and Circuler
wPhig," seid Mr. Pound, "would save us money we need for
other items." Cheirmen Jack Corbett spoke in favour of
retaining circular, ond a vote showed 2 mejority olso in
favour., Nevertheless, there was wisdom in Pound's ergument
and who cen tell what the future will prove?

The Secretery enncunced that Len Packmen of London Clul
hed accepted invitetion to our hpril Perty.

Ted Davey read out & few smusing "Ditties on being a
Ghost" from an eerly llegnet.

Tt would not have been o Midland meeting without e
Quiz, end two level point winners were Sylvie Price end
Ceroline Scott. This wes » surprise, and T do believe one
ledy swotted up on liegnets letely tc have reeched such degr
of sceurscy after being bottom of the class for sov long.
te had the ususl seles teble as the last item on the
programme, #nd boy, oh boy, see those llegnets snapped up!l

Next two meetings ere February 25th end Merch 3lst.

PETER MELLOR,
Secretery.

0.5.B.C. (Merseyside Scction)

Februery keeting

The meeting opened et 7.30 p.m. There wes & good
pttendemce, including two new members, £lso Fr. Reth of
the "Jallesey News", to whom the cheirmen extended e hearty
welcome.

The secretary reed the minutes, snd submitted e stote-
ment of sccounts; he wes pleesed tc sey there was & sub-
stantirl cesh balence in hend, which would be utilised for

the purchese of books for our fest—growing librery. Then

¥
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followed & most ingenious and emusing quiz (devised by our
cheirmsn). This wes won by Jim Valsh with F. Cese runner-
up . The prize of © book wes passed on by Jim to Frenk;

o very nice gesture. “fter refreshments & number of photof
graphs were taken of the company and book displey, and we
sre eagerly sweiting the results. An interesting shot
should e that of our oldest and youngest members (George
Simpson and Peter Viebster) with our lady hobkyist, Edna,
completing the trio.

This was our most entertaining meeting to date,
meinly due to the efforts of our cheirmen, which ere much
appreciated. The meeting closed ot 10 p.m.

Next meeting, Sunday, Merch 2nd.

F. C4SE,
Secretary.

WLNTED: Boys' Friend 4d. Libreries Nos. 516, 528, 535, 53
and 542. 411 deted 1980-1921. C. Churchill, 123 Pin Ho
Roed, Exeter.

WANTED: Blue-covered Gems containing Telbot stories.
Price to Robert Farish, 24 English Street, Longtown,
Cumberlend.

SLIE or EXCHINGE: 2d. Gems end llegnets bound, 1918-193

several 19016, 1920 Mint condition. Exchenge for Red Magnets,

Blue Gems, 31 Union Jacks 1932, 1/6 each. 10 Boys' Realms,
1902, 1/6 eech. Vented: 4d. Gems, 3 & 37, S5t.Jims Plucks,
10/6 esch offered: Pluck, Specs & Co. end others 3/6.
Nos. 30 and 38 Boys' Friend 3d Librery, 50/- eech offered.
Viented: Gems, Megnets, Jack Shepperds. Offers: No.l penny
Gem. Richard Whorwell, 29 Aspinden Roed, Rotherhithe,
London, S.E.16. !

WALNTED: "Schoolboys' Own Libraries". Kindly forward
numbers end prices. SAiLE: "Sexton Biskes", 129-186,
published 1946-48. OFFERS:- H. B. Hemingwey, 32 Dickeregd
Road, Kingston, Surrey.
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Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

Gosh! where am I poing to stert this month - television;
the Tom Merry books; and at the time of writing the Auto-
biography expected eny moment. 'Jell, I'm expucting & good
deal of space will be occupied by comments on these great
events, though some msy have to be hcld over until next
month.

However, first we'll go back a bit. Just as 've were
going to press last month came the news that tha boy selected
to pley Bunter had backed out at the last moment, causing
consternation et Lime Grove. ‘The powers that be completely
changed their plans and engaged experienced actor, 29-year-
old Gerald Cempion for the part. As you will be aware, thi
development was seized on with delight by all the scribes
in Fleet Street, and the provinces, too. Fred D. Cooke in
Reynold's News, February 3rd, had something perticularly
interesting to sey, and as maybe not many of you see this
paper I will gquote him.

"Eserly in December the B.B.C. told the world they
wented a Billy Bunter for a new children's T.V. programme
Seventy-five porky hopefuls threw their bun devouring
propensities into the arene in a bid to cateh the
selector's favour.

uSeven weeks elapsed end the impatient viewing public
(with adults evincing cven greater interest then the
youngsters) began to wonder if a bright idea had tsken
the wrong turning.

".11 doubts were resolved with last week's announcement
that Mr. Gereld Campion, & professionsl actor, is to
become Television's Fat Boy of Greyfriars.

1y few illusions were shattered by the details. For
ur. Cempion is 29, married with two children, and weighs
a mere 11 st.12 1bs. 3But as a professional actor he
has saved the B.B.C. a lot of trouble.

"Phey could have saved themselves 2 lot of trouble
and desperately scarce money. in the first place, if they
had confinecd their invitation to professicnal actors.
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There must be hundreds of them well adapted to the
Bunter role.

wBut no, the B.B.C. had once again to learn (?) the
hard way and go through a weary process of elimination
before realizing the extreme unlikelihood of finding
the physical attributes of a Bunter combined with
histrionic skill, outside the professional ranks."

Vell, doesn't all this, and all that has happened,
agree with and confirm what we have seid in these colums,
that they would never get @ boy to play Bunter satis—
factorily?

Whet's more, has there ever been in the whole history
of television, or sound for that mstter, a programme which
has received so much advence publicity as the Greyfrisrs
one? It has been reelly sstounding. Ve who have . - -
been devoted for yeers, and heve hed to stand the cheff o
ocur friends, cen surely cleim the last laugh.

Well, tomorrow night st this time, 21l being well,

1 shall heve seen the first of the series, so more later.

February 19th, 11 p.Me
T wonder how many of those who will read this were

sitting before & television set three hours ago. Quite a
few, I fency, including those who said they had no desire
to do so yet who couldn't resist et the laet moment. And
here I sm wondering what they are going to sey about it to
me tomorrow end following deys. As for my own reactions,
I bite the end of my pen end wrinkle my brows in perplexity.
I'm stumped, for I hardly know what to say.

As the hour spproached for the femous characters of
Greyfriars to come to life I was hoping I should afterwerds
be eble to sit down end write, "We were wrong when we shook
our beeds in doubt, when we declered that the artistry of
Frank Richerds, that immaculete English, that plot, running
on oiled wheels, thet elusive something, could not be trens-
ferred to ® television screen."” But, ales, as I sat there
1 did not find myself excleiming, "Gosh, I take it a1l beck.
They're getting it scross, that's just like Bob Cherry;
that's Herry Wharton to the life; it's Greyfriarsi"

fm I being unfair? No, I don't think so; I didn't
expect that they had managed to find boys who looked just
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1like the boys displeyed in this week's "Redio Times", but
T had a lingering hope that they had succeceded in coeching
them tc act something like them.

The experienced seniors were not too bad. Kymaston
Reeves as lir. Quelch did at times get near the Quelch we
know; and there were glimmerings of Bunter in Gersld
Cempion's portraysl, although he was more like the eerly
Bunter. But oh dear the boys. A colourless Harry “harton,
whet we feared, a member of the chorus; an incredible Inky
repeating a few of the familisr lines without the slightest
expression; a Bob Cherry who said "Hello! Hello! Hallo!"
now end again like e parrot; worst of all, a dreedful
caricature of the steady, hendsome Vingate we had o1l
visuelised.

However, don't let's he too hard on Joy Harington.

She hes been asked to do the nigh impossible and the pro-
gromme may improve as it goes on. And if it gives the

rising gen.ration (who won't be Bs sensitive and critical
as we ore), 8 desire to become uore fully scquainted with
the fasmous cherescters, it will have been 21l worth while.

But it's time I shut up and made room for someone clse.

Opinions gethered by 'phone

Bunter and Quelch succeeded in getting into the skin
of their perts. All the boys playing parts, however, were
diseppointing. You cannot get the genius of Frank Richards
into the cramped space of & telcvision screen. -
Normen Smith, Leeds.

It didn't come off, Only Gersld Cempion as Bunter
was 8t 21l successful. Kyneston Reeves wes more like
Hacker then Quelch. The boys seemed more like fegs than
Removites. - Bob Whiter, Wood Green, N.22.

It wesn't Greyfrisrs es we know it; the boys, of course,
had not been brought up on the Megnet, therefore couldn't
be expected to play their perts convincingly. Nevertheless,
I enjoyed it. - Jim Hepburn, Blythe.

On the whole, better then I expected. Bunter sand Prouy
very good, but the boys,with the cxceotion of Frenk Nugent,
werc hopeless., - Don Tebster, Liverpcol.
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I wes pleased with it. I saw both viewings; the
eight o'clock was the best, especially in the hosepipe
scene. Some of the boys were poor, end used expressions
never found in a Frank Richsrds story. This also epplied
to Gosling.~ John R. Shew, Camberwell, S5.E.5.

1 was sgreeably surprised, and thought the show guite
good . Bunter, to my mind, wes quite good, though he could
do with a good bit more padding. ‘/eek I think wes Harry
Wharton, who was too small, end never gave the slightest
suggestion of lesdership. I thought Bob Cherry good.
Undoubtedly the show could do with a 1ittle more zip but,
considering everything, I thought it was success. —

Eric Fayne, Surbiton.

What the Press has to say

The much heraslded "Billy Bunter” ceme to TV last nightif
This endesvour to recrate famous school adventures, of which
older viewers have unperishable memories, seems to have had
a mixed receptiion.

There had been & lot of ballyhoo of the seerch for a
boy to pley Bunter, but in the end the B.B.C. hed to fell
back on a professional ector, which seemed right and sens-—
ible. Yot I feel that several of the geng geve as good
performances as did the fat boy. :

For me, Greyfriars School stories back & host of
delights snd youthful fun, but I wonder if they eppeal to
the youth of the present age. The pleying was first-rate,
and time will prove if Bunter etill hes his wide eppesl.

I hope he has. Llfred Willcox, Yorkshire Evening Post.

=m=a

The first instelment of "Billy Bunter of Greyfriars
School" last night on TV was a very feithful rendering of
the originel stmosphere of the Frank Richerds' stories,
but I feel it was an error to have Bunter played by en adullt.

There was too much nonchalsnce in his menner end not
enough of the eloof dignity for which I perticulerly #
remember the fat "Owl of the Remove".

Kyneston Reeves wes a perfect Mr.Quelch in sppearance
and memmer, but Bob Cherry hed a Cockney accent quite
alien to his character. The peculier benality of the
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schoolboy slang invented by Richards was reproduced in
detail.

With these reservetions I, as s sometime Greyfriars
addict, was sstisfied with this first instalment, believing
that concrete realisstion of character is nover as sabtis—
factory as one's own imagined concuption,-—

Robert Robinson in "Yorkshire Evening Press". bemmer

Leonard Mosley of the "Daily Express™ under s/heading
"Boosted Bunter is & bore. Futile - Dismal - Dated —,"
dipped his pen in vinegar with a vengeence. His criticism
was far different to ours. We lamented because, in our
honest opinion, the B.B.C. hed not succeeded in bringing
beloved cheracters to life. Mosley mainteined they were
not worth bringing to life because they were dreary, outmoded,
and impossible. If he reslly thinks so he's sbout the only
man in Fleet Street who does. Anywey, by now I gamblc he
knows the names of more then one member of our circle.

cmcss==

Full of misgivings, the nation's four million viewers
switched on the first episode of "Billy Bunter of Greyfrisrs
Schoeol". Weas yet another legendery hero of our childhood
to go to the wall? Was this mountain of a boy, this
monstrous desth trap for jem tarts, to be deflated by
television in the same wey thet Richman Crompton's Williem
and Lewis Carroll's Alice were filleted by the cinema?

Fortunately our fears were unfounded, and Joy Har-ingtoh's
convincing production of "The Siege of the Remove" must have
been 8 very pleasant surprise even to the most ardent Bunter
fens. Stephen Taylor's settings of the dungeon-like class-|
rooms were some of the most reelistic settings I have secen
on television, and the older members of the cast gave
charecterisstions which fitted most of our preconceptions
ebout the dreamworld of Greyfriars.

Twenty-nine year old Gerald Campion looks very like the
Bunter of the original drewings. His performance, however,
was too restreined. The Bunter bounce was lacking. The
Famous Five were played necrvously by schoolboy actors who
must learn to say their familisr catch phrases with more
assursence and play the schoolboy herocs with & more hercic
air.- John B.urnc in the "Yrorkshire Post".
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Television hes come in for a blast of hate over its
Billy Bunter. It couldn't deserve it more. It is in-
credible they heve gone to town on a show which no cne who
understood modern children would have touched with a barge
pole.
knyway, this generation knows not Bunter as mine did.
Months ago Bunter was suggested to vision by an outside
source. It was turned down. Suddenly it is taken on
"inside" heralded by trumpets, and given to a staff producer
to hendle. Take the silly thing off.
Collie Knox. - in the "Daily Mail",

Gee! TWhat controversy. It 211 reminds you of the
radiv feeture "We Beg to Differ", doesn't it?

Frank Richards on Television

By John R. Shew

Just prior to close down on the night of February 18th
viewers were shown a short film of en interview given by
Mr. Hemilton, 2t his home, to Miss Joy Herington snd the
Mognet artist Mr. C. H. Chapman.

The esuthor was always referred to by his femous pen-

name. The exterior of his house was_shown, but moat of the
film wes made iﬁ his study, and included mm'w close-ups, which

lproved him to be very young :looking for his eighty years.
Lmong other topics Mr.'Richards related the three
sources ¢f the Bunter character - his relation who was
alweys expecting e cheque; a portly imalgemated Press
editor; eond e famous Victorian whose name we may only guessd
Mr. Chepmen pointed cut thet each boy hed his particuleq
charscteristics, such as Bob Cherry's curly hair, Harry
k‘i’hartcm being & darker boy. He £lso mentioned thet they
enlerged Bunter's glasses-to make him "The Owl of the Remove'l.
Lestly Mr. Richerds revealed that he is transleting

the Odes of Horsce into English verse — truly en astonishing
feat. J

The announcer held a Magnet cober before the cemera
while ennouncing the film, which was en excellent intro-
duction tc the television series of Greyfriers plsys.
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THE LUTOBIOGRAPEY OF FRANK RICHAHDS
Charles Skilton, Ltd. 10/6. 190 pages.
Reviewcd by Herbert Leckenby

The Autobiogrephy wes smong my meil on the morning of
February 2lst. I turned over the pages eagerly, then said
to & collesgue who fortunately wes stending by, "Be a pel
and take over, pleese." He proved to be one. I left my
switchboard, retired toc ¢ cormer pleced my hends over my
ears caring nought for the nonce ebout the demends end
requirements of the modern ermy. I reaed on, fascineted
snd ebsorbed, until & voice seid, "Hi you, it's lunch time.’'

Tt wes the best morning I had had, on duty, for yesrs.

Thy was I sc thrilled? Well, you see yesrs ego Frank
Richerds had kindly let me see two or three of the chepters
in menuscript- They had whetted my appetite for more.
Now, et long laest, I had got the whole meal. I found it
very appetising and my hunger was oppeesed.

Now I cen honestly.sey unto you — get it. It's been
well worth weiting fur, I can assure you. Strangely eno
for en Autobiogrephy there's not » single "I" in it, for it
author uses the third person snd telks about Frank, and
Mertin, Owen and Relph end one or two more. It's an
unusuel way of doing it, but it's #n unususl men who's
writing it. For instence, in the first chapter he tells
you how, when seventeen, he wrote his first story, how it
wes sccepted immedirtely, end he beceme five guiness the
richer. Gecrge Bernerd Shaw end meny rnother femous man
of letters couldn't bosst of thet. lieny of the engrossing
chapters tell of how the pepers we know so well ceme into
being, end of his experiences in writing the stories. TIt's
real inside stuff., teke it from me. And elthough he tellg
us that some things he vriginally seid have been toned down
it's still very fmnkin pleces. In the 1950 "inmuel" I
told you briefly the circumstences under which the first
ngubstitute" story ceme to be written. TTell, Frenk Richerd
now tells the stury in his own words, end the shock it geve

him.
Yeu plso lesrn whot he thought ebout the cditors end
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other pesonalities of Fleetway House he came in contact with
Frank is frank, yet kindly.

There are also fascinating chapters about his travels
on the Continent. One entitled "Monte Carlo" you'll
probably read more than once. I won't tell you & word sbout
another, "A Belle of New York". It would spoil it.

And it isn't only the reading matter, for there are
several splendid photographs including one of Frank Richsards
in 1912. ’

Frank Richards finishes like this:

"His eightieth birthdey looms on the horizon. He
enviseges it with equanimity. i

"He will never see Llps or Lpennines agein., He will
never ride on the Corniche road, or sail 2 boat on Lago
Maggiore, or ssunter on a sunny boulevard — or even walk
up Flect Street. Lnd he doesn't mind very much. He
still finds the world & jolly old place to live in, and
is heppy and contented. He has meny resders, and
judging by their kind letters they are all his friends.
Every morning he reads "fan" letters over breakfast,
which, if it were needed, would put him in a cheerful
mood for the day. fAnd when he looks up from the type-—
writer, at his window over the ses, et the bookshelves
with innumereble photogrephs of young people pinned alo
the edges, et Sammy the cat watching him solemmly froem
the cushions in the armcheir, he feels that he is ss
lucky in sge es he was in youth.

fnd so, deer reader, edieu."

To me it's nice to think that not & few of those letters
he reads each morming will come from membersof our own circle.
That he moy be spared to read their letters for many e yeanq te
to come will be the wish of esch #nd every one.

This review would not be complete without 2 word of
congratulation to the publishers, Cherles Skilton Ltd.
There's neerly 200 pages of clear type on good peper. The
page size is 5" by 84", There's on attrective dust Jecket
heering that charming photograph ‘of the zuthor and Sammy the
cat engeged in a goame of chess. May the book be the best
seller it deserves to be.

!
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LETTER DBOX
Frank Richards Enjoyed It.
February 21st,1953

Dear lr. Leckenby,

Perheps you mey have seen the classic features of the
Oldest Inhabitant on TV lest Mondey? As you know, the
Bunter plays began on Tuesday; and as a sort of preliminary
center, F.R. was put on TV on Honday evening. I sat back
in my armchair, watched myself on the screen, and listened
to my own dulcet tones, with & plessure which - I hope —
mey heve been shared by others. This is the first time I
heve eppeered on television, end it was quite a joyous
oceasion.

I hope you will see the Bunter plays. The first
progreume, on Tuesday, scemed to me remarkebly good, and
‘the production wes &8 neer perfect es enything could be.
Gerald Campion wes Bunter to the life, and I half-expected
jr. Quelch to step out of the screen, he wes so much alive.
I hed & very heppy helf-hour viewing, end em looking forward
with much enticipetion to the rest of the series. Vho
could heve foreseen this when Bunter wes first evolved in
18997

Tlith kind regerds,
Alweys yours sincerely,
FR.NK RICHARDS .

M.GNET TITLES (Contd.)
ng" Jenotes Substitute.
§o.851, (5) The Iron Hend at Greyfriers. 852, (S) Peter the
plotter. 833, (S) Stending by their Pals. 854, The len Tho
Ceme Beck. 855, Treesure Trove. 856, (S) Drummed out of
greyfriers. 857, (S) The Schoolboy Domestics. 858, The
perting of the Weys. 859, Sentenced by tho Form. 860,
Vernon-Smith's Feud. 861, (S) True Blus. 862, The Grey-
friers Arob., 863, The Foe from ifrice. B64, Bound for
Lfrice. B65, The Schoolboy Touriste. 866, The Cell of the
Desert. 867, Foes of the Sehara. 868, In the Power of
the Sheik. 869, The Vengesnce of the Sheik. B870, (S)

Billy Bunter's Vembley Perty.
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BLAKIANA. March 1952,

Editor: H.ll.Bond. 10, Erw ven, Rhiwbina,Cardiff. S.Wales.

The Round Table.

I am pleased to be able to resume this
fenture once againe. Ly sppeal for letters and articles
yms not in vain snd I think thot a good and varied pro-
gromme is now assured, at least for the next few months,
I'y Co-editor, Herbert Leckenby, has nobly contributed a
fine article and others are nromised from Bill Colcombe
and others. The correspondence during February vas good
4o read and I shall now be able to give the full meaning
+o the title of this feature.
iiiss Vera Contes of Leeds writes: "I do wish the resumes
of the current Sexton Blpnke libraries had not ceased, it
is intercsting to read how they compared with one's owm
opinionsg. Could you noet start a few articles from
members concerning short series of UNIOH JACLS they liked.
I mention short serios a3 I onjoyed them best. I well
remanber, and have since obtained the Shadow Cludb serics
by Goyn Evanse I consider that pnd the lir. liist series
(vhich I should like to obtain) my fovouritess I think
I started recading Blake nbout 1928 and read thom on and
off sinco. Poor Pedro, he vms one of my fawurite -
charactors but seems to have passed avay. I an onclosing
an article I found in our local paper concorning him",

Thank you lifsse Contes. I like your suggestion for
a serics of articles on the U.J. short series. How about
it you chap 2 It doosn't matter how long or how short
your contributions zre. They vill be most velcome. And
what is the general opinion about tho roturn of the
criticimms on current libraries? Do you wont 'em or not,
Tho gist of tho nrticle on Pedro will bo found on amother
Pafee But T should like to think that Pedro is still
lying strotched out on tho hoarthrug at 3akar Sireet.

Grohom Dnvios of Swmnsca “rites: I four, alas
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The Round Table (continued
thht thoe Bloke of 1952 is only a shadow of the former
Blake of tho 1930's nnd carly 1920'sa Whot o grand ream
of authors there wms in thoso daysi But now Teod, Skone,
Evons, Murray, Brandon and tho rost aro all gone, and the
prosont day Sexton Hlako Library is only a pallid and
ined dontal affoir comparod tith tho old 90 page S.B.L.
Whotovor happens to Bloke, howover, at the hands of present
day authors, will mako no difforonce to the momorios of
him that aro hold by theso vho wore boys in the 1930's,
mamorios of one of tho fincst, grondeost charactars in
English fiction, a groat and noblo Britishori Incidonmtall
shot o grand Blakc awhor wns old Anthony Skanos T havo
poon roading sano of his S5.B.L. storios in tho oarly 1930
riode I boliove he is still alive, though not writing,
good luck to him, vhorover ho isi',

I think ire Davics ochoes the fodlings of us all in
his boliof that tho curront portrait of Blako is a mare
gcoteh comporod to tho fulilnoss of the originel picture
p-.ﬁn‘t.oi by so my hnnds in the days gono by. Thao ung
a scrios of masterly brush strokos long ago, but T an
afroid thet wo shall nover soo such timos againe irybo
tho modorn young rondors of tho Library arc thrilled by
tho comparativoly unoxciting advonturos of the lirn from
Bokor Strcot, but that is only baeouso they have no
nmanories. Ware they to road the old storios I am fifraid
they -ould agroo with us old timcrse - And I think most
of us will agrec with the proiso of lre Skonee He wms,
indcods onc of th finost action writers ovor to weild o
pon, or top o key (as tho cnse mry be) and cortninly his
eroction of Zonith wms a londmork in Bleke history.

I+ vould bo nice if Anthony Sieno could wvrite just
oncmoro Zenith v Blake story ond round off vhat to most of
us igs n fecling of vondores Whot bocame of Zonith? Did
he dio a noturcl docth or was he involved in some violent
action that robbed Dleke of one of his fowyrite opponents
I don't suppese wo shnll cover know now, but it WOULD be
great to knovw the end oftln storye

Cherio for nove
H, iawrico Sond.
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SEXTON DBLAKE —~ HOUSHASTER. by Locnord ile Allone

A1l Bloko onthusiasts knov thnt the deyoctive's
odueation wos for from nogloctod for, afta his,public
schoul days, ho pninod distinction =t both the Uxford
and C-rbridgo Universities thus ho wos amply oquipped
4o undertake the, dutics of o morc houscnastor at Kinge—
niore Collcgoe his nppaintmont wns nado on i~ reh
&th 1920 and rocorded in Ho. 32 of the ill fated
wDotoctive Nmmkipt Libraxy" in an ottaupt tp incrcase
crcutations The provious issucs of the pgpor had boon
in strict secordence with the titlo, but, as tho Amal-
gorrted Pross had overloaded the juvenilo market with
405 mony attroctions oftor World Mar T, boys had to
consider rospective nmorits of cach very carefully,
bofore parting with three holfpence out of tholr moagre
pockot monoye Possibly oving to the success of Nelson
Lee at St. Franks it wmsthought the samo mixture would
be accoptablo with Sexton Rlako ng "Schoolm.star
Dotoctivos

The storics voro of the scrics typo ond concorned
tho Brgloy boys, vhose fathor wmis a Governor of the
schools Be doy Senior had incurrod tho displescsure
of o powerful profitcering group, Theo Amorican Hatiral
Products Trust, by oxposing thoir miothodss  Tho trust
W iy of rowongo throatoned the lives of his two sonsg
and Bloko wns sollod in 4o protoct thum vhilst at
achool, Tinkor, for somo strango recson, as his edu-
cation had been sadly noglected, ms appointed scerotary |
T the Hoodingbore ivon as Blako crrivod of the school |
ho wos only just in time to savo onc of the Bogloys from
a runovmy notor ears Tho folloving wecks ho tms able
4o cloor ono lad of o cherge of attampted nurder, then
roscue the other from a nontal honio and both from a
kidnop attempt nboord ship.  After this, hovever,
tho Trust tegn to slack off thuir activities ond the
storios become school yarns purc and sinple, vith
Tlrko rnd Tinker in the brckground, axthough tho
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n Bloko=loug tinued
Jottor kad o hoctic two wock period vhon aceusod of thift,

Tho cuthor, not crodited but strongly suspectod

g Sidnoy Drow introduced oll tho fomilinr ingrodionts
+o populcriso his storiess First come the unpopular
negbor to causo a barring out, five ncw boys, oll
dstinctive typos woro introducod including Sunny lorning,
o Rod Ibdicn, Hodgo, o profitoor's som, Shokcspoaro
Burms, o rhyoster, Timber Toe Wilson with his weden log
and [[-nnor vith his portrblo monagerio of thito nice,
tonds ond suche ALl tho cherneters rapidly bodded down
but too lcto to sove tho "Detective Librory" for in spite
of the Hond, Soxton Bloke, Tinker end tho rest of the
nnstors boing sackod by tho nev profiteor Governor, Hodgo
goniory and o furthar robellion by the 600 scholars, the
Lditor anncuncod tho paper wms to be pergod vith others
4o form the "Nugget Weekly". The cuthor tidiod things
wp in tho uswnl fow lincs, Kingrore Cplloge wns informed
that tho popular mastor of tho fifth, Iirs Groghon, ma
ronlly Soxton Bloko, sacrotary Hergroavos weeg Tinkor and
@ Baguloy Sonior hnd npparontly ousted tho Trust single
honded all thot remnined was for than to pgive throo choors
to thc doperting dotoctivos.

Just n thin promise thoy nay return ms indicetedi=
wpinkor lecned back in his sont as Kinguoro vas lost to
view

Veuv'nor' ho scid, 'I vondor if ovor we shall soo
the old school agnin's

wT onder' nurnorcd Sexton Bloko softly.

'T hopo so' muttored Tinker with o sighe

e et el et St bt Tl e e e s s T e T e = s e

gpocial Attrotion Hoxt Honthl

wrHE UNIONW JACK IN THE
DEPTHGS "

~ nov andinterosting crticle by HERBERT LECK.BY
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SEXTON BLAKE WAS TRONG:
HIS "PEIRO"™ NO WONDER IDG!

Thus ron tho hondlinos of an crtielo in n Yorkshire
papor "Evoning Post"™ aecording to a cutting subuittod
by Hiss. Vern Contos of Loods.

The "Evohbgg Post" reporter wrote: I roncubor
thnt vhen Sexton Blake ond Tinker, nover-batan
arine~dotoctors of my youth, wero on tho trail thoy
nonrly alwys hod their bloodhound Pedro, straining
at the lonsh. Tinos changpe At Mytholmroyd this
week Wost Riding officors woro tracking burglars with
a Labradore  Shados of Shorlock Holmes!  What are
dotcetivos coming to? I found tho answor at the Wos
Ridibg dop=training cemntre, at Aberford, vhere the
Labrador in quostion has his homes Head dogmaster
here is lire J.K. Pnrkor, vho wns trainod in pilice dog
work in South A@rica and was in charge of tho dogs that

“gorked with the Polestine Police fron 1934 to tho dis-
tnndnent of the foree in 1946, . "Thore's no saying
dofinitcly vhich is tho best dog for following a trail®
amys Mr. Porkere "Every non has his fhney, and thore
ore good dogs and poor dogs ovon in the sme broode The
Austricn police use Boxors; tho Gormans, Alsations, like
the London polices In South Africn thoy have stuck t o
Dobernamn Pinschers for over 50 years, and they swear
there is no bottor broed",

T alwys thought tho hloodhound wns tho bost™ I said.
"I+ used to be best, no doubt," adnitted lkire Parker,
"But through broeding it's gone softer, and it doesn't
som to have asgood a nose those dayse I wouldn't
change the youngost of ny untrainod dogs for any blood-
hounde Eyery broed I keep is botter thon a blood-
hound I'n convincod",

The cutting goes on to doweribe tho activities of
various types of tacker dogs but thnt docs not concomm
us in the C.D, But wo cre concerned to know that Podro
now belongs to an npparent lesser breocd of mnhmtoru!
Any letters of this subject will be welcomeds =

.H.B-
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SEXTON BLAXE IN T EDRDILH ERA. by WALTER WEBB.

ights

Hot a betting non as a rulo, Blake on this occasion
aceoptod CGrino's challonge thnt he - Blake = would find
it on impossibility to trnce tho nissing thirteen within
o nonthy and sot off on his quest, stonding to win, or
lose = cs tho case night be = tho sum of ono thousand
pounds, put up as tho stoko, Blako had an irmediate
guccoss, for ho discovored ono of tho nissing husbands
in Grine's own houschold = tho lattor's butler! How the
dotoctive subsoquontly traced tho othor twolve desertors
ws omtortainingly told in a norrative well spiccd with
hutour, tho ending of vhich, by its wnoxpectod twist,
gavo o sotisfactory 'finis' to tho vhole procoodings,

And tho athor? Woll, only Coeil Hayter could have
witton this, for tho byle - slick, broesy and even, wms
undoubtodly his.

Thoso Edmrdim adventures of Bloko wore a very
nixed lot; not so nueh as regnrds subjects, thich wore
woll voriod onough, as quality, for im sone ensos authors
wore fortunate to sco thoir work in primt eo poor wms
4ho noteriale An exnmplo of this is to bo found in
I'w on tho Trail" (U.J. No. 89 dated 24th Jume 1905),
vhich nust surcly rank as ono of the most modiocre Blake
talos ever pulhishodd The dotective is askod to g out
Wost and bring back tho son of a distractod father who is
living out there a sort of highwaynan's oxistonce by -
robbing trains and stageconchos, tho procecds of which he
usos to holp distrossed sottlerss Following chaptors
rocord Blake's offorts to koop the son, Maskod Jin as he
is known, out of the hands of the police. There is
plenty of hard riding across the prairios, including
olashos with covboys and Indians, vory juvenilo g uff,
nono too woll related, but it is tho lack of any sort of
a plot around vhich the incidents could have bocn woven
that rosults in tho reador boing umtlo to conjure up any
intorest in tho ultimnte recsult of Blake's quest.

Hin ﬂthl_____"_______
SUPPORT THE NEW SEXTON BLAKE CIRCLE - writc to Harry H
at Yuldon Fun, Heathfiold, Sussex for informatione




