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OFFERS FOR SALE
A1l Books guaranteccd perfect

Complete Set 19 Volumes of "Monsters",. " &
25 different S,0.L's, featuring Rookwood .. -
45 different S.0.L's, featuring St, Franks.. 5
45 different $,0,L's, featuring S5t, Jim's .. o
150 different S,0.L's, featuring Greyfriars, .-
20 different 5,0.L's, featuring other Schools ..
All by Frank Richards
Almost complete collection Marvels 1893-1922
Complete Set of Detective Weeklies - i
30 Barly copies Schoolgirls "School Friend", oo
17 different B.F.L's, featuring: Captain Justice,
Murray Roberts .. ¥ - e ‘e .e

30 Wide World Magazines, .e e ié A .o
Magnets 1440-1683;Gems 1471-1663; 6 Bunter Books;
Complete set Collector's Digest; Complete Set
CGollectors Miscellany; Complete Set S.P.C. e

S.A.E, with all enguiries, please,

WANTED: Magnets, pre-1930. Also for exchange a

few "Populars" and "Gems", R.J.0'Shea, 8, Eve
Road, Ieytonstone, London, E,11, 3% i S
OFFERS !! Collector's Digest Annuals 1949, 1950.

Excellent condition. S.A.E, for definite reply.
J.A.Boland, College Historical Society, Trinity
College, Dublin University. 5 o Wi s

WANTED: "Jester", "Lot-o-Fun". Condition immat-
erial. E.V.Hughes, 38, East Front Road, Pagham
Beach, Near Bognor Regis .. - wim .o e
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APRIL 1952

Editor, kiscelleneows Section..
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchange,
C/o Centrel Registry, Northern Commend, York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S @HAIR

Our Neme Makes News. Compered with some collecting
groups our numbers are very small (stamp collectors probably
ocutnumber us by hundreds to one) but we have & happy knack
of creating interest. For exemple, a week or two sgo, &
Northern Club member, Horace Twinham, wrote to a Sunday
newspaper pointing out that in something they hed seid they
had confused Lord Mauleverer with D'Arcy. He also took thé
opportunity of telling them something about our sctivities.
Promptly came a reply from the editor ssying he scented a
good story and asking if it could be srranged for a reportex
to attend a meeting, preferebly in the London aree.
Northern lost no time in getting in touch with the London
Club, with the result that a representative of the paper
will receive & cordial invitetion to attend the April
meeting. Incidentally, this is a good example of the co-
operetion between one Club &nd snether.

Now this kind of thing is often happening and it
emboldens m: to suggest that our little, but very livcly end
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enterprising circle of old boys' book collectors, have
pleyed no small part in bringing Greyfriars to the tcle-
vision scrcen. Dragging? Not a bit of it. FPere's our
case.

A few years sgo we begen to get together. Came the
C.D. and the forming of the London 0.B,5,0., Intervicws
with Len Peckmen, Bob Blythe, myself and several others
eppeared in locel newspapers. ixhibitions were held in
York and London. Fleet Street newshswks who comb the
local papers for likely stories begen to tske notice. They
did o little interviewing themselves with the result that
we became known to millions. Then ceme that request to
visit & Club meeting from Leader Magezine. Followed that
femous "write-up", echoes of which we still hesr from time
to time. lMore Clubs, more exhibitions, more press publi-
city. I boldly ventyre to say thst ih proportion to our
nunbers we heve had more columns in the Press, not only here,
but wherever the English languege is spoken, than eny other,
orgenisation which mekes ¢ hobby of collectin:. Sey as you
1like, 1t's o remerksble achievement in a space of sbout
four yesrs.

ind, e inevitsbly & good proportion of that publicity
brought the Magnet and its companions to the fore then I
contend it hed not a little to do with the possibilities of
Greyfriers on television first being mooted.

In the words of the late Syd Walker — What do you
think, chum?

More Megmet lLore. The March number of the Reeding
end Derkshire Review hes & long and very interesting inter-
view with Mr. C. H, Chapmen, It cerries the title
"Billy Dunter's Stepfather". 1In it Mr. Chspmen revesls
quite a lot about himself nand his meny years' work on the
Megnet . In eddition, the cover displays guite 2 number
of the femous Greyfriars figures and & photo of Mr.Chepman
himself.

The magezine is about our Annusl page size and costs
4d. The publishers asssure me thet they will be plessed to
supply copies to ell who went them, I can essure you
you will like it.
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Still fnother Club. Since writing last there has l
been brought to my notice "The Greyfriars Club of Portsmouth",
which hes been recently formed. The cheirman, Mr.Donald
G. T. Cowd, 27 Lonsdele hAvenue, Portchester, Fereham, Hants
tells me that although the sccent is on Greyfriers and
St.Jim's, it embraces, znd they welcome, collectora of all
types of boys' books, just es we do. They meet once a
month et the Carnegie Library, Portsmouth.

Mr, Cowd was very interested to hear 1l ebout our
sctivities and it is evident there's going to be & cordiel
relationship between us. He sssures me thot eny of our
members will receive s warm welcome £t their meetings, snd,
of course, the same epplies with us. It is evident thet
elthough this is the youngest Club they lack nothing in
enterprise. They heve had some fine publicity in locel
papers, and heve the good fortune to heve the Portsmouth
Club Librerian interested. 1Lis soon e#s I hesrd of that I
suggested the possibilityrof on Exhibition later in the yesr,
and there's good hopes of it coming off.  Anyway, more |
about the "new chum" later. The secretery is Mr. 4. J.
Billing, 4 Merilyn fvenus, Weterlooville, Hents.

A YWord to Nulson Lee Fens. 1I've e bone to pick with
you, Leeites; you're not pulling your weight, end I
shouldn't be surprised if Bob Elythe gets & little dis-
heertened sometimes. FPe's been your stenderd-beesrer for
years now, yet oft-timeswhen he locks round he finds he is
elmost marching elone. 'Tis true you ere out-numbcred
by the Hamiltoniens, znd they heve the advantage, too, that
their favourites ore very much in the limelight these days
end thus provide them with plenty of copy. Even so, there's
quite #1lot of you, end I know you ore s keen on S5t.Franks
as ever. Trouble is you won't mske your presence felt.
There's plenty to talk ebout. For instance, you didn't
egree with ell S, F. Jones said about E. S. Brooks lest
month surely, yet at the moment of writing no one hes come
to his rescue.

Then there's the meny series. You must think e lot
ebout them or you wouldn't collect them. We heve decided
on the best ever Magmet series, how ebout finding the best
Lee? .
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Gird your loins, Leeites. and start the _ood fight!
Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECKENBY.

THEE "ANNUAL" BALLOT
How They Stand How.

1, Remove Form et Greyfriars 187
2. Harry "/herton Captain of the Remove. 169
3, That Enduring Megic. 165
4. St.Frenks Success of Frilure 159
5. Monogreph on Yvonne Cartier. 144
6. The Long Arm. 138
7. Every Story e Gem. 113
8. Inside Fleetwsy Housec. 101
9. Grendfether Liked them Fierce. 80

THE MEN WHO "ROTE FOR BOYS
No.6. — John Nix Pentelow
By Herbert Leckenby

It wee es "Jack North" thet I first got to know him and
remember him bcst, but 28 he had several other pen-nemes too
it will be simpler for this 1little biogrsphy if I cell him
by his resl one.

If he hed been living to-deay he would hove been of
vencreble sge, for he wes writing for the Guy Reyner popers
wey back in the '80s. One story called "Ceptein of the
Nemesis" oppeared in the "Boys' Novelette" and filled the
whole of the sixteen large peges. Following his name it
wos seid he wes the suthor of "The Thite Cockade"; "Faithful
Unto Death"; "Damon snd Pythias"; "Venoc'; "The Csptein's
packet" ete. Some of these, et lenst, were scrisls.

In ¢ poper of the period I ceme ecross some time ego
there wos on example of the concientious wey J.N.P. did his
job. 4 rerder had written pointing out thet the illustre-
tions did not telly with the descriptions in the story. The|
errors were not of eny grert importence snd they wore
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obviocusly the feult of the artist, yet Pentelow went to the
trouble of expleining in the length of helf & column how the
mistokes arose. L sensitive end peinsteking fellow,
Pentelow.

These stories appeered before my time and in my own
boyhood I never heerd of J. N. Pentelow and it would seem
thet in leter years he dropped writing stories under his rea
name, though frequently srticles on cricket sppeesred with
his initiels ettached.

In 1906 there started in "Pluck" & series of stories of
Wycliffe School under the name of Jack North, in my opinion
some of the finest yerms of school life ever written. It
wes not until sbout 1920 that I learned the resl identity of
the suthor. Those stories have alweys fascinated me. They
hed & good run in "Pluck", then were reprinted in the Boys'
Friend Librery elong with some new stories. In one form
or the other I resd them when they first appesred. They werg
compenions of mine during Zeppelin nights in the First Great
wWer, to my joy I ceme ecross & pile of them in e second-hand
bookshop in the 1930's. I pessed the time away with them
whilst on duty o'nights in the last wer; for relaxetion in
my few leisure moments I turn to them still.

Wycliffe wes & great public school with 500 boys and
seven houses. There were meny vivid descriptions of footbal
end cricket games for the Inter-House Cups.

We read of them in the greet hell essembled singing the
school .song which went thus:

"She made him 2 gentlemsn, frenk end free;
She made him en sthlete, good to see;

She mede him & scholar, as he should be
For such is the Wycliffe trinity.
"Gentlemen, athlete, and scholer he,

For such is the Wycliffe trinityl"

Seems to me there's more sense in that then in the
dirges of those misersble mosners who murder music - the
modern crooners.,

The lesding cheracters in the esrly stories were Jack
Jackson, Donald MacDoneld, Teffy Devies and Peddy ©'Hera,
along with Herry Merry from Australies and Deiren Sinhji, e
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Rajput of princely blood. 4ll these boys wers finely
drewn, the sturdy English boy, the shrewd Scot, the gentle
lad from Weles, the fun-loving Peddy. Moreover, Pentelow
alweys took as much cere with his minér cheracters sas with
his mejor ones, esch one lived, from the house prefects to
the youngest feg.

A unique feature sbout the Wycliffe stories wes thet
the boys grew up, Pentelow told me yeers ago that he mede &
misteke here, for it inevitebly mesant the stories could not
have an ebnormel run. Nevertheless, they had the edvantage)
of being more reslistic, snd they did lest long enough to
see the one-time mischicvous juniors grow into dignified
prefects, with new juniors equally fun-loving teking their
pleces.

The method, too, geve the suthor more scope. There
weg, for instence, the deseription of the scene wheh the
school rssembled to sey ferewell to Raleigh, its idolised
captrin, with five hundred young voices moking the refters
ring o8 they seng the song to which I heve just referred,

It was fine, eoulstirring descriptive writing. |

betwoli End T en P S E 602 40R 800 IeR b P bh o BB £899F 400
composed of £11 the worst elements in the school. The
Head Hittite ot one period wes hendsome Arthur Wickhert
Dangerfield, o jeslous fellow with » nesty temper, yet one
with more good then evil in him, end one who reslly despised
most of the fellows he hed and edmired those he fought.

Meny were the mighty bettles between thé two feetions,
vividly described by "Jeck North's" masterly hend. Then
after ¢ series of dremetic end tregic hoppenings, Dengerfield
was sehitenced to expulsion. No, he wes not reprieved et
the last moment, he hed to go., Friend end foe slike regret-
fully bid him good-bye, end » chepter closed like this:

"They little thought then how soon they would see Danger-
field sgein. S5till lesa did Herris, sitting there
moody #nd miserable thinking of his late enemy, dresm
thet within three weeks Dsngerfield would teake his
hend end soy ferewell - & long farewell to himl
The school, broke up for the Christmas vecetion snd 2 number
of the boys went to stey with Jackson. Ceome ¢ spell
of wintry werther. Dengerfield, through e set of
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circuistences ceme in contact with them agein, and
helped to save two girls who had fallen through the ice
whilet wskating. Dangerfield, clreedy ill, died » few
deys leter, The story told here briefly.
yhen the Angel of Death st last descended, he died
with o hend in his. sister's snd with Herris by his side.
v.ee They buried him by his own request &t Stenfield,
under the shadow of the church that he héd entered but
once in el1l his life." .
Not musKy sentiment, but the kind which brings s cetch to
the throet. The stirring scenes that led up to it 11 cen
be resd in "Prefect snd Fag", Boys' Feiend Library No.588
(1st series), o story I've resd et leest a doszen times.

I could go on telling of Wycliffe until I hed no spece
left for enything else, but I must pess on for I heve much
to tell of John Nix Pentelow yet. ;

When the Wycliffe stories finished in Pluck o new seriep
sterted concerning another school - Haygerth. Heygerth wes|
really Wiycliffe reborn with s similar set of cherecters, yeti
so skilful wes Pentelow that the stories seemed quite new.

I reed them often, too, though they had not quite the eppeel
¢8 those of Wycliffe, In one story there was egein a boy

who died under tragic oircumstences, 2 less likesble boy theph
Dengerfield, end in quite different surroundings.

The Heygarth stories, like those of Wycliffe, had » goof
run in Pluck, and also sppeered in meny Boys' Frield
Libraries.

Lnd now I'11 leave the school stories and tell briefly
of some of the sturies Pentelow wrote on cricket under
enother of his pen-nemes - Richerd Rendolph. Pentelow knew
£s much obout cricket as e leeding first-cless umpire of
Frenk Chester celibre. His stories, "Smith of Rocklendshirg",
"Young Yerdley", "Boy Bayley, Professionel", "Carden of
Cardenshire" end meny more, brought in the Tests end gemes
sgainst the ectusl first—cless counties with real gisnts of
the grme introduced, Jack Hobbs end Patsy Hendren, Werren
Berdsley snd Vernon Rensford. Reeding t.em you cculd see
in your mind's eye the gesometers of the Ovel, the green—
swerd of stetely Lords, the femous Hill in fer off Sydney,
and many other grounds where King Cricket reigns.

Pentelow cculd write,cquelly enterteiningly, erticles
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on the geme. They were pocked with the facts, figures, rnd
interesting records. I cen recell two such articles in the
Boys' Realm, in October 1920, desling with the Austreliens
our men would meet when they got "down under" thet winter.
Each orticle occupied & full page of tiny type, snd old-
timers know how lerge those peges were.

This indefetigeble fellow edited seversl pspers including
the Boys' Neslm 1tself, the Preirie snd Robin Hood Libreries,
end School &nd Adventure. In some instences he wrote e good
proportion of the stories also. |

He wrote under seversl other pen-nemes; why I know not,
as I heve seid before, you could recognise him enywhere. I
picked up o iervel one dey conteining sn ermy story seid to
be written by "John West". “"Never heard of him before", I
srid to myself. I hed not resd fer before I excleimed,
"iby it's Jeck North". It wes e good yern, too. 1In the
leter deys of the Mervel he slso wrote b series of football
yerns concerning the Mepleton Rovers. Here he wes Rondolph
Ryle. Yes, # busy man of mony identities wes John Nix
Pentelow. Yet I heerd not long ago that he was stone deef.
Thet may not have been a grest hondicep ss an author, but
would be rether ewkwerd in his cepecity of editor.

As is now well known, J. N. Pentelow wes for & time
editor of the Gem #nd Magnet, end wrote a good meny of the
stories therein. Thnat is 2 controversiel subject which I dd
not propese to enter into h.re. But therc is nothing to
ergue ebout where the Greyfriers snd St.Jim's Gelleries were
concerned, ond which J.N.P. compiled whilst in the editorisl
cheir. They were tyricel cexemples of his tireless eneruy,
for hc must heve spent gellons of midnight oil in swotting
them up. 4ll Mognet eand Gem fens will owe him a debt for
thet elone.

I have ssid & good desl about this'man who wrote for
boys, yet there's e lot I have hadto lesve out. He died
meny yeers 8go, yet to me with those yarns of Wycliffe School
to turn to in hours of esse his nsme lives on.

OFFEES INVITED FOR: Ceptein, Volume 34.-— Nicely bound °
volume of "Roys Jocurmel™, containing No's 1-26.— Ditto of
"Cheer Boys Cheer" containing No's 28-52. NEISON LEE LIGRARY,

Complete 3rd New Seriss, Mint. We's 1-25, J. Hepburn
1"Bizth fomue, Biyih, Northamboriand. e" '
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OID BOYS' BOOK CLUB

London Section Eest Dulwich Meeting lerch 16th.

Cheirmen Len fit onck sgein #nd his gethering s grest
success. Highlight wes the illuminsated sddress for the
President, Fronk Richards, which wes on show. It was the
work of Bob Mortimer end & very sble job he has done, thus
fully deserving the unenimous thenks of e11 those present.
Ron Descon geve ¢ humcrous reeding from "Magnet" 1658, "The
Tienderer's Return" featuring the immortel Horece Coker.

E. Reynolds geve o poetry reading from "Megnet" 1000 entitlgd
"The Record". Roger Jenkins reed & peper on the "Megnet"
period 1930 to 1935 which he considered the best, & debate rfun
about this followed. Bob Blythe geve #n address cn "To Bind
or not to 3ind". Jim Perratt presented his ansgrem quiz
snd the chairmen officisted with the quiz thet wes kindly
sent from the Liverpcol club. Len won the former end Rogen
Jenkins the latter. 4 copy of "The Berkshire sdd Reading
Review" with the fine C.H.Chspman erticle in it wes shewn
and orders were tsken. .11 oversess members interested in
it have their copies elready in the meils. Eric Lendy is &
be congretulsted on sec his complete sets of "The Ald
Librery". Truly a very memoreble meeting. And so, Len,
thenks from ell for & very enjoyeble time.

UNCLE BENJ.MIN.
Lpril Meeting st Eric Feyne's Modern School on the 20th.

Northern Section
Meeting, 239 Hyde Park Rcad, Merch 8th, 1952.

Chr:irmen Reg. Pudson still being ebsent, I sagain
deputised. I wrms ebl: to report that I had seen Reg. dur:l.qb
the efternocn and he hed expressed o hope thet he might be
oble to get to the Annurl Genersl Meeting on April 12th. He
will receive & cordisl welcome if he does.

We had enother dissppointment, for efter reading the
minutes, secretery Normen Smith hed to snnounce thet he had
received word thet morming thet Herry Stebles, who wes to
heve given 8 telk, "The Sege of Deadwood Dick" was unable to
be present as he hed buen suddenly ordered to hospitel for
on operetion. It was the hope of nll present that the
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opcretion would not prove to be 2 =erious one end that Herry
would soon be with us agein. ‘o

There was the usuel cheerful story when Trevaurer-
Librerian Gerry Allison gove his report - good business in
the Librery end cesh in hend £17.16s.3d.

The meeting was then thrown open to "all-in" debatas on
the three big events of the pest month - the Greyfriars
television, the "Autoblography of Frenk Richsrds", and the
Tom Merry books. The television series, needless to say,
provided an enimsted discussion. It was frank, forthright
and free, from those who thought them & completc fissco to
those who defended steunchly, heving thoroughly engoyed them
A vote wes taken and the defenders won by & mejority of five

There wes little difference of opinion about the futo-
biogrephy, all who hed read it had enjoyed it. The only
regret was thet the story sterted when the suthor wes seventeen.
Everyone wes sstisfied with the Tom Merry books.

Yet 8 good time ¥es had by 21l the sixteen members
present.

Attention! A1l Members! The next meeting April 12th
is the Anmel Generel Meeting, our "Budget" day. It will
be & more cheerful one then Mr. Dutler's. Let's have e
record ettendence, plesse. &

HERBERT LCK™NTY.

Merseyside Section. Meeting, Merch 9th.

The meeting opened et 7.30 p.m. $o a good sttendance.
There wes quide a lot of business to be got through, end the
chairmen commenced proceedings by welcoming yet another new
member, Mr, Morgen, of Grest Crosby, sn enthusisstic Homil-
tonien. He hes slready made his presence felt by lending
8 lerge number of Megnets, Gems etc. for which we are very
grateful.

The cheirmen thanked Jim Welsh for the photogrephs whicH
he took at the February meeting; these ere very good indeed|
end arrangements ere to be mede for the distribution of copies.
The secretery then resd the minutes, snd this wes followed by
en open debate on the T,V,. progresmme. The generel concensus
of opinion wes fevourable, snd it wes un.nimously sgreed that
the lster programmes wore far better then the first effort.
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After this ceme refreshments, snd food for thought was
provided in & novel Greyfriers quiz devised by Jim Welsh.
This wes won by Ednes Mervyn, with young Peter ‘/ebster o close
second. Both are to be congreatuleted on e reeslly good, anq,
if they will forgive us saying so, unexpected performencel

Supplies of the new club stetionery were then sold, &nd
the meeting ended et 10 p.m. with the usual hectic librery
business.

Next meeting, Sunday 6th 4Lpril, T7.30 p.m.

FRANK CASE, Hon. Sec.

Midland Section. Meeting at the Townsend Club, Birminghem,
on Februery 25th.

There were twenty-onc members present. After the
Minutes were reesd, our Chairmen geve us en interesting talk
on "The Megnet", snd "The Gem". One interesting point wes
thet in 1932, ot the request of the editor, Mertin Clifford
wrote what wes (for him) e most unususl story ebout & boy
colled Lumley-Lumley, the title wes "The Boy Who Ceme Back" .
When Jack finished his talk there wes considersble discussion
sbout the TV-Bunter shows. George Smellwood hed very kindly
brought his Sound-Recording Unit, end‘ those members who had
not seen the first tremsmission were sble to hear the sound
track of it played back. The genersl opinion of the meet-
ing was that there is much room for improvement in the TV
trensmissions of Dilly Bunter. This opinion leter appeared
on the front pege of the Birminghem Gezette. The hesdline
reed "The Bunter Club is Disgusted".

Our next item wes the raffle for a framed sketch of
Bunter, sketched by Mr. Chsppen when he visited us lest
October. At threepence a ticket our funds benefited con-
sidersbly.

Well, thet's all for now, Chums, end if you're in
Birminghem on Mondey ipril 28th, come snd join us £t our
Club Birthdey Social at The Townsend Club, 65 Church Street,
EBirminghem, 3.

P.S. Founder Member Joyce Cerroll, who beceme Mrs.Peter
Tellor on Februsry 9th et St.Ched's Cathedrsl, joins me in
thenks to 21l for their good wishes end telegrams.
PETER MELLOR,
’ Secretary.
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Australésiadn Branch

The second meeting of the 0.B.B.C, in Victorie was held
&t the Railways Institute on Friday, 9th November. The
Cheirmen, Don Wicks, opened the mecting at 8.30 pm.

The Minutes of the first meeting heving been confirmed,
8 discussion was hcld concerning the Newsletter. Al though
all agr.ed thet the first issue hed been successful it wes
also thought that room wes still loft for improvement., Jim
Merralls thought that its scope should be widened, and asked
if articles could be procured from "prominent collectors'.
The Secretery replied that this wes being dono end that one
would probably appesr in the next issue, It was moved end
sccepted that the Newsletter should, as soon as possible, be
divided into three sections — "Club Notes", "Detective Pepers"
and "School Stories".

The next item on the sgende turned out to be the high-
light of the evening — en exhaustive quiz prepared by Jim
Merralls. In this Miss Stevens richly deserved her clear
victory end the "Gem" which wes her prize.

The debete between Miss Stevens and Race Methews upon
the respective merits of "Greyfrisrs" end "St.Branks" showed
& victory for the former, although both speskers put forwerd
good cases and other members contributed freely.

Formal business heving been concluded, the meeting wes
edjourned 2nd all members settled down to discussion, sale
and exchenge. The meeting finally broke up et asbout 11.30 po.

URGENTLY "V.NTED: The following numbers of the Nelson Lee
Library, old series. 106, 252, 294, 328, 329, 331, 332, 334,
357, 389, 520, 521, 532. .ny ressonable price paid, or would
exchenge for Modern Boys or Thrillers st velue for velue.

I should also like to take the opportunity of apologising to
eny correspondents whose letters I heve not replied to of
late. This hss been due to business ressons. I 2m now in a
position to reply more promptly. E. McPherson, B0 Bonedict
Street, Glastonbury, Somerset.

WANTED: Megnets between 700 end 900 or Bound Copies. Pre-
wer Hotspurs, Triugphs, Skippers, Adventures, 7izerds, Rovers
elso collected. Lists to P. Willett, Church Cottege, Lalehem,
Middlx. Just returned from sbrosd and epologies to all
previously sending lists for not replying before,
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HLiMILTONTIA
Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

Heppy Hemiltoniems! TWhat & lot they have to interest
them these desys. On top of the three big events comes the
interview with Mr. C. H. Chepmen in the "Reading end Berkshire
Review" referred to in my editoriel chat. It is indeed o
very interesting eddition to Greyfriers lore.

I em sure Mr. Chespmen won't mind me pointing out thet hg
mekes one little error. He says the Greyfriars cheracters
were first drawn by Arthur Clerke. This of course wes not sq
for the distinction went to Hutton Mitchell.  Arthur Clerke
took over sbout No.40. And here's something else. In my
chet I boldly essert thet our little world pleyed no smell
pert in bringing Greyfrisrs to television. Well, here agein
if it hed not been for Bob Whiter's elertness in snotting
Mr. Chepmen's sketches in "The Ricycle" snd es 2 result
oetting in tcuch with him, the vetersn ertist might never
heve been brought into the limelight end given thd credit he
deserves. Yes, it's e feather in Bob's cep elright end
enother significent exemple of how we "meke news".

48 I write,the fifth ‘episode of the television series
will heve been shown. I heve only seen the first one, but
from whet I heve gethered the generel opinion seems to be that
they heve improved somewhet as they have gone on. Even 80O,
the question s to whether they heve reelly been successful
or not erouscs as much srgunent smong the feithful rs Mr.
Butler's Dudget rmong the gemersl public.  However, it will
be 21l over next week, then will come the inguest.

If only it hed been possible tc put on such £ series say
fifteen or twenty years sgo when they could heve chosen from
en ermy of boys brought up on the Megnet. I fancy I cen heex
¢ chorus of voices seying sighfully, "Ah, if only."

I don't know if the “Autobiogrephy of Frank Richerds" is
selling well emong the generel publie; cortein it is it is b|
being well supported in our remks. On the whole, fens ere
well setisfied, but there has been & little criticism. A
number wish Frenk Richerds hed told us more fbout himselfs
they sey "it is strenge for en sutobiogresphy tc stert when
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the ruthor wes seventeen., Frenk Richards' explenetion is,
I believe, thet he didn't think snyone would be interested.
Tut I wonder if he's right. I don't think it's mcre idle
curiosity, simply that seeinz he hes written so much sbout
boys, they neturelly wonder what sort of e boy he was himself
end how he fered up to his seventeenth year. However, what
is told seems to have interested everybody. There's a
little surprise here end there over o certain chepter, but
a8 the guthor reletes his experiences quite frenkly, we'll
say no more rbout thet.

Reviews on the Tom Merry books were crowded out 1lerst
month, but we'll try end get them in this time, for so fer
the March numbers heve not eppeered. Thure's no controversy

vbout the first two stories, for everyone votes them exceljent.

And here en explenstion. In our Februery issue it was
steted R. J. Mredoneld wculd be teking on the covers. TUn-
fortunately tarough on unforeseen circumstence this will not
be so. However, the next best thing hes happened, for
C. H. Chepmrn hes been engrged. He tells me he has slresdy]
done four.

Some time ago I received » letter from o newcomer to our
circle, Stenley Smith, Lord Tiendsworth College, Long Sutton,
Besinstoke. It contsined e most striking eccount of the
wey in which he mede the scqueintence of the compenion pepers.
I know how much this kind of thing eppeels, so T sm quoting
it here with Stenlcy's permission.

"I wos in hispitel nt the time. I'd been there for
some months end, ¢s fer e8 I could sce, seemed doomed to
be there for o lon- time to come. Ome dey I remember
perticulorly. I wes bored - bored es only @ boy cen be -
I'd rerd every book in the hospitrl (et eny rate, r1l
those that they geve to me) #nd everything thot hed been
brought in by kind reletives end friends. The hoepital,
itself, wes ¢ swell one end ell the rest of the mele
petients were, to me, old men. I wes, s8 I heve said,
bored, lonely snd rather hopeless. Then someone gove me
“something to reed" ~nd I found myself holding ¢ paper-
covered book of the type thet I'd never seen before. It
hed ¢ white cover snd wes herded "The Penny Populer" -
wer time price 14d. Undermesth the headin: wes  picture!

g
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of two boys (Tun Lung and, I believe, Bulstrode) enga-ed in
en argument on the ice. My interest was aroused snd I
opened the book, In doing so, I cpened the door into & new
world in which my boredom, lonelinese snd preoccupation with
my ache¢s and pains was to be lost for ever. That may sound
extravegent, but it is the sober truth.

(This was inspired by Leonard Mosley's caustic old men out
comments in the "Daily Express" recently.)

GHEYFRTARS AND THE JET-AGE
By Jim T{alsh

I heve the honour and privilege — so I am sssured by a
prominent newspaper critic - of participating in the Jet-Age.

I feel neither honoured nor privileged.

You see, I reslise that the sforessid P.N.C. mesns it
as & two-edged compliment. When he wishes to disparsge the
product of a byegone era - for es such he evidently regerds
the twenties and thirties — he lands, by implicetion his
own modernity of outlook.

Greyfriers, its "impossible schoolboys" snd their
sctivities are, he tells us, dated, out-moded, s bore snd
cut of touch with the reslities of the times ss we - lucky
prople — know them.

Now a subject which has given me much food for thought
gince the Magnet ceesed publication is this — if the Grey-—
friars stories came to be regularly written sgsin could they
bu presented with an "up-to-dste reslism" sufficient to dis—
erm such vituperetive criticism es I have quoted?

i4nd I not only ask Could They but — SHOULD THEY?

Let me give you a possible instence cof such "pro-ress"

Hew do you imsgine the tuck-shop?Do you see it as I do
tucked awey in a cormer of the quad, its bow-fronted window
end bulls-eye psnes 8till preserving a queint Victorisn
espect; guarded by a leefy elm benesth whose welcome shade
the fellows sit on a wooden bench sipping ginger-pop?

Out-dated! /[wey with itl! Let's fell the tree and razd
the shop and on its site erect s modern, streem-lined,
chromium-plated Milk Bar and Soda Fountein in which the
fellows jive to the reuccus strains of the juke-box.

Thrills you eh! Or does it?
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Sut we will pause swhile before considering such
frightening pruspects further; let us see how Groyfriers
conformed to the times when the Megmet itself, fer from being
g "beck-number", wes very much e reslity. ‘/hore modern
inventione were concerned, Greyfriers wes not quite the back
weter thet the jet-ege critics would have their readers (
bvelieve. How long is it since Coker's "stink-bike" and
Rrowney's wireless set first shettcred the celm of the old
place? Did not en sercplene ocessionelly swoop down end
scoop 8 fellow off the playinz-pitch or land e stranded junior
on enother one in time for the metch? (the letter incident|
occurred sctuelly, if memory serves me right, st Rcokwood
only e yeor or two efter the first wer).

Then the murmur was "impossible stunts" - tco up-to-
date! Now its "impossible schoolboys" - too out-of-detel
Verily the critics ere heard to pleesel

True, the storms snd upheavals of the dey left herdly e
ripple on the Greyfriars surfece. The Gold Leserves then, s
now, occesionelly somehow took flisht from the wveults of the
Bank of England end provoked e crisis. But the Greyfriars
fellows were more concerned sbout the whereabeouts of the
Hidden Loot thet yet enother petty crook hed "lifted" from
the Courtfield Benk - thet institution robbed sc many times
it mould only have been the good offices of the Femous Five
Loot Reccvery Dept. thet enebled it to keep solvent.

fut the worth of ctiticism thet howls "deted", "out-
moded", cen be peuged from the feet thet of 211 the villeins
whe pitted their wits ~ to their undoing - egeinst our heroes,
it wes the current bugey-men of the topicel press that now
seem most boring in retrospect.

Thus we hed the Hun of Vorld Vier I - for such, during
the spate of tyrsnnicel mesters et the verious schools,
proved to be the wolf in scholestic sheep's clcthing - end,
almost et the end, the Nesi of Torld er II.

i In between, during the Abyssinisn offeir, we hed the
Fescists, Count Zero ond Muccolini; here, the designation
of Itelians #8 "degos" and "meceroni-munchers" reve rather e
Jock Herkewsy touch to scme otherwise good stories.

But, fortunately, such inflictions were few and, on the
whole, Frenk Richerds succeeded very well in sveiding the
very trop into which subservience to the jet-age critics
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would heve hed him fell - the dating of his stories by the
effort to be up~tou-date! .is o result, all of us cen re-read
an old Mecmet with undiminished plessure; but who the devil|
wents to re-reed old newspepers with their "up-to-the-minute"
heedlines?

But we ere less concerned with the 0ld School as we Old
Boys knew it then with the Greyfriars as the Jet-Age Kids
mizht see it or, rather, 2s the critics would like them to
see it. 2

Imegine - plessant thought — that the old Magmet is on
the bookstells once agein; ond imegine further - horrible
thought - thet it has now been teken over by e firm of the
Thompson calibre who have installed a sub suthor to write
the stories.

The editor decided cn e policy of beng-up-to-the-
minute reslism. :

Unfortunetely, thourh the editor has e policy thet con-]
trols the paper, the politicians have @ policy thet controls
the editor - nut to mention the forty-odd million non-editors.
&nd that policy, like the seesons, is subject to repid
fluctuetions.

Hence, the editor's policy of up-to-date reslism is
lieble to have unfortunste, not to sey farcicel, results.

Witness the ennocuncement in the Megnet you heve Just
bought — “Commencing next week. Grend Holiday Series festurk
ing the Exciting Adventures of Herry “herton & Co on the
Continent",

4nd in next week's - "Owing to the imposition of the
"25 Currency Limit on spending atrosd, Herry “fherton's holiday
tour ie cencelled. Reed within sbout the Exciting Adventures
of the Greyfriers Chums at Mergetel" |

Or egein: the sub euthor writes & story revolving round
the bother which ensues when Dunter uses enother fellow's
identity cerd to schieve some trickery. And the dey before
the Megnet is due to eppeer identity cerds sre sbolished. So
the story is Deted befcre it is published!

Then there wes the case when the suthor forgot he wes
now in the jet-ege and gbesent-mindedly introduced one or two
reel old-feshioned Study Spresds end Dorm Fessts. The editoy
gently pcinted out that this wes not in keeping with the

eper's reslistic icy end thet he couldn't shock to-deay's
Jprugth‘by m:ggestinﬂ hs{ the sosses were fried becouse cozpm's
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for the fot had been wengled in Fishy's Black Market; or
thet the tin of creem biscuits hed been acquired becsuse
Mouly still hed influence with the girl in the bun-shop.

And, &8 e climex, have you heerd the stertling news thet
urenium hes been discovered under the old Qued? You cen herdly
weit, I imagine, to resd the further news of the Greyfrisers
Atomic Resesrch Plent. You will, I sm sure, quiver with
excitement when ycu reed in your Megnet - "Next TJeek. The
Great Electian. Wingete v Loder. %ho Shell be Heed Shop
Steward?"

Tell, deer readers, you cen Wipe the beeds of perspirestion
from your brow. There's no need to inflict enmy more on you
for thet wes the lest issue of the Mromet - New Series; even
the Jet-fige Kids could stomach nc more!l

e cen efford to be fecetious et such flights of fency
end grateful thet such fiction is but phentasy (phew!) at
present. DBut, in serious vein, my outlook has not changed
very much from the time when, 28 # young boy, I wes forced
through circumstances to change my own school. I wes like e
fish out of water end desperetely unheppy; the olé faces gone,
in their steed new clessmetes whose weys were ell different
to my own.

Thet consclation then within those megic peges; for
here was 8 _school thet never chenged snd one in which the old
femilisr feces were elways there to greet one.

As it was then, sc is it now; +to that now 0ld Boy the
old school still remeins one of the few unchanging things in
e changing werld.

Let the Jet-Age Kids have their spsce-ships - if the
cheery Co. will give e lick of peint to the old ven and hitch
hup the old hcss I'1l be quite happy to jog rlonz the dusty
lenes with them once more. They cen have their rocket-
propelled eeriel monsters; but if the Tater Lily ever tekes
to the silvery Themes sgein I'11 tow thet deer old dinghy
from London Bridge to Oxford - with Bunter in it too!

So when we mext "look-in- on Greyfiers mey it reflect
the Chengeless Scene; the chenging one we'll leeve to the
lvitriolic pens of the Crrping Colummists end Jibing Journelists.
To escape from thet we lock to o mightier pen dipped in
e more congeniel fluid - The Spirit of Eternel Ycuth.




113-
Ls a fitting conclusion I will pasraphrase, if I may,
the words of that immortel puem of Rupert Brooke's:

There is One Corner of OQur Own Dear Lend,
That is For Ever Greyfriars.

THE NEW TOM MERRY BOOKS
By Gerald Allison

The first sight of the two new St.Jim's stories by
Gold Hewk Books st 1/6 each was most favoursble. The format
was excellent, snd if the artist hed not quite succeeded in
portraying the Gussy, Blake and Trimble etc. we know so welll,
he could certainly have done fer worse.

Tthat a pleasant experience it was agein to buy new yarns
ebout Tcm Merry & Co. at a ressonsble price. One is lost
in edmiration for Mertin Clifford. Vhat courage to begin o
new venture of this kind et his time of life. Msy he live
for ever!

.ind what abcut the tales themselves? Well, I enjoyed
them both. There are certsinly no other schcool tales of
compareble merit appesring today.

"Pom Merry's Secret", is a very pleuﬂant romp end was
most satisfectory all through.

In "Tom Merry's Rivel" we egein have Tom challenged as
captein by Cardew. FPut not the Cardew od the Gem. Gone is
the cocl, susve, insoucient Ralph Reckness, who never lost
hiscimperturbeble seng-froid under eny circumstances. In hig
place we have "Cardew the Cad", » much less likesble charsacter.
The old Cerdew was never e ced. Racke was.

But it would be invidious to criticise such en excelleng
tele for & fsult which is quite certeinly "in the eye of the
beholder".

The election of the new Captein was very exciting. Talep
ebout trials, elections, fights etc. sre alweys enjoysble
right up to the end because of the uncerteinty as to the
result, and this yarn will setisfy everybedy - I think.

Thenks & million, Mr. Clifford.

ON SALE: 250 #d. Union Jacks; 230 4d. Plucks; Gems, Nos.
563-564, 1558-1663. Magnets, 1461-1467, 1573-1584, 1589—
1598. F. Machin, 38 St.Thomas's Road, Preston.
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THE NELSON LiE COLULN

411 communications to Robert Blythe,
46 Cerleton Road, Hollowey, London, W.7.

:mong DBrooks' many claims to fame there is one that hee
not been deslt with to any great extent, And that is he wed,
snd is, 2 most prolific writer. |

Apert frcm the Nelson Lee Librery end the Union Jeck, his
werk mey be found in many other boys' pepers. Ls we know,
his first effcrt to be accepted wes o seriel in the Gem in
1910 called "The Iron Islend". Informetion concerning whet
he wrote between then snd 1915, when he commenced writing for
the Nelson Lee, is very scenty, but I think it fairly sefe tT

sspume that he was responsible for seversl stories in the
Megnet and Gem. One Gem story, at leest, we lmow to be his
becruse I hsve the originsl MS. It wes "The Terrible Three's
Sub" (No.146, 1910). It is also safe to say thet he wrote
mest ¢f the St.Jim's stories between 1926 -nd 1931 (see Eric
Fayne's grticle "ind every story a Gem" in this yesr's .nnue )

As to the quelity of these stcries, it is & debetable
point. His eesrlier efforts to imitste Cherles Hemilton's |
style wes not good. Certainly they cennot be clessed smongst
his best work. Huwever, when we come to the later pericd I
feel thet & lot of the stories were es good rs those in the
N.L. It's true I only possess one such series celled
wHendforth et St.Jim's" (which I consider very emusing) but
I should imegine those that preceded and those thot followed
wore on ¢ par with this serics. I think that the resscn
this particular pcriod wes better then the rest was becruse,
being e well known and well liked euthor in his own right.
ifter heving written so meny St.Jim's stories he decided that
he couldn't be bethered to imitate sny longer, so graduslly 2
troubled less end less until et last - in the series mentioned
gbove — he mede no ettempt to imitete at 211 snd wrote with-
out eny restriction of his normel style. 1In consequence
these leter Gem stories, as I sey wore o8 good, in their own|
wey, a8 those in the N.L.

The Union Jack e#nd the three series of the Sexton Blake
Librery ere encther profiteble field for enyone sesrching
for his stories. There ere those who say that he was much
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more &t home writing detective stories than school stories.
Well, thet too, is e debateble point, but detective stories
were his first love end they're certeinly his present, so
let's see whot he wrote in the U.J.

The first that I can definitely trsce to him wes No.44€,
"The Coffee Stell Mystery". I heven't got it, so I can't
sey much gbout it. Then comes a2 big gap to No.720, "Twixt
Sunset end Dewm". I heven't got that either! Tut from
then until the very lest copy but one he wrote st leest 68
stories end thet's approximetely one in every twelve issues,
which isn't a bad averege.

The mejority of these stories are concerned with the
adventures of Weldo, but towerds the end he introduced e
mich more entertaining cherscter, one Bustrce Cavendish,
besed I'm sure upon archie Glenthorne. However, before
Weldo came on the scene in No.794 "Weldo the Wonder Men" the
stories were just plein detective yerns, with no perticular
opponent to Sexton Bleke. These eerly stories were nearly
ell written in the first person. They were o mixed bag,
some were geod, some weren't. However, an interesting sidg-
light on o few of them wes thet he frequently introduced
Nelson Lee end Nipper. Indeed, in one story, No.777,

"phe Flashlight Clue", he introduced some of the St.Frenks
choeracters.

With the edvent of Wsldo, however, he dropped all this
end concentreted on Welde slone. Every story from then
until the introduction of Crvendish in No.1354 revolved
eround Weldo. It is perhsps not generslly known outside
Lleke circles thet the original Weldo wes e bit of o dirty
dog, in fect he was e villein of the deepest dye! Possibly
Droocks found he "had eomething" in this charecter, sc it wes
not long before he wes cleaned up #nd turned into the "Robin
Hood" of crime. In fect, he beceme so respectable that it
hurt! He even beceme one of the big noises at Scotland Yerf
on one occesion.

Perhaps one of Brooks' best known stories im the U.J.
was thet in the "Proud" Train Series cslled "Blind Luke".
Ls you mey know, six suthors were given certein frcts emd hep
to build @ story sround them. In the resulting competition
to judge the best story, Drooks' effort wes swerded the pelmi
In commecction with this series DBrooks told us the following
story.
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It sppeers thet he was not one of the originsl six to
be chosen, but at the lest moment one of the suthors fell
ill end the editor phoned E.S.B. in o greet flep #nd psked
him if he could turn out e story in time for the next issue
(they were printed weeks in sdvence, of course.)., This he
ogreed to do end set down to write it streight ewey. (48 a
matter of fact, I think he dicteted most of his stuff to his
wife, but thet's by the way.) He must heve put in some
pretty hard work on thot occesion, for he hed it finished
by the following morning, end it wes in the cditor's hends
the seme dey. For this specirl effort he received not one
word of thenks end what was more importent - nothing extre i
the pey packet! Dut thet wes typicol of the A.P.

For once in & while I've got more materiesl then there's
reom for, so there'll be more next month,

Here's ¢ few more titles to fimish off with. You know,
I shell feel lost when I come to the end (eny year now).
They've been listed in the Colum for so long they're almost|
part of the femily!
2nd New Series

No.51, The Hero of Shingle Hesd. 52, Rebellion at
St.Franks. 53, Up, The Rebels! 54, The Rebels Triumph.
55, The Fighting Fegs. 56, Hendy's Pels. 57, Airchie, the
Spendthrift. 58, Ducking up the Fourth. 59, Crpper's
Ceptured Ceps. 60, The Mystery of the Monestery Ruins.
61, From Preirie to Cestle. 62, Flooded out et St.Franks,
63, The Peril of the Moor. 64, St.Franks by the Briny.
65, By Submerine to the Pole. 66, Inveders of Gothland.
{67, St.Frenks in the Lists. 68, The Valley of Feer.

69, Lee the Lionheert. 70, Schoolboys in Armour.

B o Lt S e e T

W.NTED "Union Jock" B96. Sexton Nlake Libreries lst Serid
54, 571, 219, 229, 241, 253, 271, 276, 283, 307, 312, 325,

n

356, 358, 360, 366, 371. Second Scries 1, 8, 16, 25, 35,
41, 42, 73, 11, 52. Good prices offcred.
Josephine Peckmen, 27 ‘rchdale R ead, Ti. Dulwich, S.E.22.

We deeply regret to ennounce the desth of
REGINALD ARTHUR HUDSON, Cheirmen NWorthern Section
of the 0.F.7.C. He pessed ewey suddenly on

Sundey, Morch 21st.
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Frenk Richards is Plessed !
Merch 10th, 1952.

Deer Herbert Leckenby,

Meny thenks for the C.D.: crammed with interesting
matter to mel I like your review of the Autobriogrephy
very much indeed. My deear boy, you heve done me proud!
When I reed your review. I slmost made up my mind to write
e second volume, filling in the gaps! But I remind myself
thet it is possible to have too much even of e good thing!
I heve been rather smused by letters I hove received. on thd
subject of those chepters now locked up in e dreswer. They
seem t¢ interest some resders quite s much ss the published
chepters, perheps s little more.

Bunter on TV seems tc have roused quite # lot of comment.
For myself, I can only repest that I like it vexry much indeed.
If it isn't quite perfect, is enything, in this imperfect
world? I just love watching the pleys end wish thet they
were going on for ever.

I like too Jochn Shew's notc on my first sppeerence on
the television screen. John seems o little surprised by
remerk to lfiss Herington thet I am trensleting the odes of
Horsee into English verse. Lictuslly, this heppy snd
enjoyeble tesk hus been with me for yeers — » little bit
like ifr.Quelch's History of Greyfriars! I nourish ¢ hope
of publishing, before very long, ¢ volume of the slceics
selected from the four books of the Odes: in Inglish but
preserving the Lotin wetre. Though. whet the reviewers will
think of & translation of Horace by the suthor of Billy
Bunter I just don't know!

Tith kind regerds,
Alweys yours sincercly,
FRANK RICLARDS .

The Mystery Run of "School. and Sport"
Ty

Dear Editor,

Mir. J. k. Swen hes kindly thrown & little light on my
uncerteinty as to how long "School znd Sport" actually ran,
<8 he has copics of Nos. 25 and 27. H..i. Hinton evidently
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Ol Boys’ Pock Collector

No.l published 1st March, A few copies still
available.Art Cover, 36 large 10" x 8" pages
12 articles; including those by Frank Rich-
ards and Lewis (Kestrel) Jackson, plus "That
Dreadful Mr,Reynolds", "Frank Richards' Sch,
Days", "Jack Sheppard”, "The Greyfriars Her-
ald", "The #d Vanguard Library", "Hamilton's
TLeading Men", review of "Frank Richards' -
Autobiography", ete. .. i i S s

No.2 ready lst June. Contents include "Behind
$he Gcenes", the inside story of "The Gem" &
"Wagnet", by their Bditor, C.M.Down; "Frank
Richards Replies", the full text of his con-
troversy with George Orwell & Harold AAlbert
plus "The Demon Barber", "Coloured Counties
and Coloured Covers", "Hamilton's Key Men,
(D'Arcy, Bunter & Lovell), etc. ete. Order
yours now.

Single copies 23,04 post free: Annual Sub-

seription 8s.0d4, from:

Tom Hopperton, Courtlands, Fulford Road,
Scarborough,

contd. frem p.ll |
made ¢ bigger fight of it then, in common with Clifford Clive
ond Roger Jenkine, I had imogined. No.25 wes in a new -
formet - sixteen peges and "Megnet" size - headed "New Size,
Few Stories" end “CGreat Free Gift Number", the gift being foyr
photo pletes. . mew series of detective stories featuring
Martin Cripps begen, #nd St.Kit's wes still going strong in
both numbers. lir. Homilton's foundetion served the editor
better then he kmew.

Yours sincerely,
TOM HOFPPERTON.




vas not quite so crowled this month, but
nevertheless correspondence has been much brisker ::hu,n for
many months past and again I am able to quote excerpts

fraom one or two which I 5 i i
the majority of Blake i’aﬂ-swa VL be of dntorest to

Ronald A. Hicholls of yhitchurch, lir. Bristol read the old
UuJe feirly regularly between the years 1926 and 1933
wrtil it became the illfated sDetective Weekly". The
latter publication Ronald says "did not quite have the
same appeal as the U.J™ and T think we all agree with

him there, nlthough early numbers were more in keeping
with the old Blake traditions than were the latter issues
which loft the reader wondering if Blake was likely to
survive tho changee. "One of the series I particularly
enjoyed" continued Ronold, "was the Paul Cynos storicse

We shall never read such storios again in my opinion, as
tho presont day S.B.Ls oare not to be comparoed with them"e
At this point our new crrival at the Round Table asks if
it would not be possible to form a library of old U.J and
S.Bele copies "so that members could lave an opportunity
of ro-roanding some of tho grand yarns'. Porhops this
could be discussed ot the noxt mecting of the Sexton Blak ¢
Gircle at Southend in Aprila. The iden is a good one, of
courso, but in my ostimation it could only be arranged by
o numbor of collectors who would bo willing to loan copios
to mombors of such a library at a small chargos. Perhaps
tho Circle will have a chat about this and let us hnowe
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Continuing Theo Round Tnble

Ronald licholls eriticiscs tho
articlos by 'mltor ebb which, ho says "scom to go on liko
the brook in Tonnyson's poane Do you not think thot
articlos on soriocs that appearod in the 1920's would
gppeal more to tho majority of Bloko funs vho were not
roading tho U.J. during tho Edwvardian Era?"

Toll, ono can look at it in o smyse I think thot nogt
of the roadors of the storios in the 1920%'s, boing fomiling
vith thoir "purple poried" might wolcomo somo information
about thoir fovourite churnctor as hoe appearod in issucs
long bofore thoir timo. Porsonnlly I think Waltor Wobb
has dono g marvollous job in wnenrthing such o wonlth of
informotion cbout the pro-vnr (1914-1918) Dlnke scono, wut
of course we nro nll ontitled to owr own opinions znd it .
bo intorosting to knov vhet others think. T might qdd
hero that I am featuring Wnltor's long orticlo as a sirial
in order to lond o 1littlo virioty to Blokicna, Dvon his
admirers might not ngroe to a full "Edwnrdian Ira" is suo.

Anothor long ond interosting lottor ecano from
Stonloy Smith of Basingstoke, iinnts, but as space is vay
limitod this month I shall have to focture hic remnrks
noxt months In thomantine thank you Stanloy for your
most intorosting lettor and I um surc most rondor s vill
onjoy heoring of your Blako interogtsa

Finclly Anthony Bokor of High Burnot writos:i- "7 am
witing to tell you how much I onjoy Plokiang. Liko Lige,
Contos I toc vish thot tho 5,B.L. roviows hud not stoppod.
Yot knewing pre=vor Hldio storics vory well I foud it int o
osting to seo how Gorry Allison comparcd the procsont doy
tolos vith tho old oncse Could you rosumoc tho lists of tha
SeBsLs titles? I found thoso vary uscful o5 I am sure nony
othors dide Walter Yebh's serinl ig oxtrancly good, as i1y
of courso, tho Round Tnblos In faet Blekinnn is oxcollont
hovover you look ot it and if only you rosumed tho SeB.L,
rovicvs ib vould, in mp opinion, bo perfoet”s  Thank you
Amthony for your bouquots. T sholl bo plonsed to hoar if
othors 1mnt thoso roviows to bo rosured. Cherrio for now,

He Inurico “onds
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{ T can remambor the UNION JACK from tho very doy Soxton|
_L Blako teook ovor pormancntly, cnd if I were askod to
-, statc o tine in tho long yours vhich followed vhon
=" tho gtorics wore loast intoresting, I should unhos-
gatingly plunp for tho peaiod roughly losting from lic.
to 400, I hzd boen a rogulur roandor from tho bogin-
ning, but coft times during this throc yoors I folt like
iving tho popor up in disgust, and once I oven wrote to t
o oditor and nslked hin to stop Blak o storios if thoy
couldn't naoko than bottor, and roturn to yorns of o variod
typo as hod boon tho policy dwring tho firs two yoars.
Fortunotoly tho oditor did net follow my advico, fortun=-
atoly indecody I can hoar colloago kinurice Bond and dozens
of othcrs soy vhen thoy rond thige

But honostly you follows the groat nnjority of tho
storics during that poriod woro ghastly tripe, sono of
thaa noking it cn oddonl to read through. Truo, Plumer
had boen introduced, o sign of better things to como, but
ho only appecrod very occasionally.

The reasen for this leng spell of poor storics was
the manic for kaking Blake aond Tinker adopt straongo rolos
and tho attempt to cosh in on sono passing ovonte It
would appear that the oditor wuld have a talk to linrk
Irrren or “wrroy Groydon (the two who wroto tho najority
of the storics at thot time) point to sonothing vhich wms
mking the hoadlines at the tine and say "Write a story
nround that"s Tho iden night have succcuded occasionally
but nero ofton it floppode For instanco, Lord North-
cliffo ordorod oll his novspapers to attack the great soap
firmse Tho canmpaipgn causcd a great sonsation and lator
lost the nomspaders o lot of noney vhon thoy wore suod for
libel. But tho Union Jnek story vhich was written round

AN Vg
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it ond in vhich Spooring played a part, wms one of tho most
pucrile I ovor rood. P

Thon take Nos 385"The Fhthor of thoe Chapol® o curious
4itlo to sonic and nothing to do vith the Non-conformigt
faithe For the benecfit of those vho know not tho printors
craft I night explain that "chapel' is an anciont torm
for a nooting of primtors vhon thoy got togothor to discuss
thoir affaoirs, and tho fothor is thoir eloected chairman.

At tho tino of this story thoro wns troublo in the printing
world and it told of tho cvents londing wp to o striko on

4 NoVSpapOoTe Volurtceers, including Blck o and Tinker, wore
nurridly got togethor ond the popor triwphantly got to bod
on tince Now I wns working on a morning ncwspapar in
thoso doyss nnd I knov all abau{_: tho roco apninst tho elock
throughout tho wmtchcs of the night; vhan just one nonmbor
of an export stoff absont could cronto a dosporate situation,
S0 naturally vhon I roal that story I throw it dowm, sailoed
wyly and oxclainod "What pifflel®s  Blako night know how
1o lock a eriminal but it didn't follow ho could lock up a
pago of typo.

Thero vore reny othor crude storios like that in tho
doys vhon tho UJs vns a it's vorsts Horc are Just o fow
axanplos of the roles the versatile Bloke ndovtod, usu lly
vith the holp of Tinker. No 256 Chof, No 297 Publighor,

Ho 298 Shovrion, No 305 Lock Kooper, No 308 Bookuakor, Mo
313 Consul, No 340 Postuastar, No 355 Bath Chair Lan, lo
361, Tco Croan lierchont, ond Mo 379 Bndmon., oOFf a truth
a policy which shich vore an iden absolutcly throadbare,
vith tho rosult that the stories wore the last word in
obsurdity, I question if oven tho nost loyal Bloko fan
could digost such storios as those to-day.

Another black nark agninst nony of thom, in ny opinion
ot loast, vme tho tendeney to inmtroduco a hunorous toucha
Neithor lirrk Darran or liurray (raydon wms ot hig bost vhon
trying to bo funny and thoy corteinly failod here, Tinkor
we portroyed os o cheeky alnost wnoducated kind of officeo
boy, plucky and loyal to Blake it is true, but oh £0
difforomt to tho woll-gpokon intollipgent youth GoHa Tood
wedo hin at o not vory nuch lator dato.

Yos, unquostionably, it wms n drab poriod, With for
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oxcoptions cnch story uns corplote in it solfy the eriidnold
aro sinll tinme onos vho were forpotton clnost boforo the
roxt story ims on snle.  Vhoro ilurray Groydon 'ms con—
cernod thore wns inveriably o storcotyped love intcrogt
-dth tho hore proved innocent, wedding bells as cpiloguo,
sexton hloke and Yinker us honvured guosts and Pedro
sorie-diere in the offing.

Fortunntoly better days were in storcs lro long
“rgtvhilos cristoerntie Plumlier wms appecring nore fro-
quently, plemorous Yvonno colio to brichton the pagee (oh
thoso splendid double nubors) for nany ncons wve wero
thrilled by Pleko and Tinker's battles with the villoinous |
Gorlae and Kew; urbonc, fanotical Wu Lings uan of nany !
fecos Kogtrel; androny noro vho brought the pink o vored |
Ued o out of tho dopths andiado it onc of tho bost of
vouklios of nll tiue for boys nnd ndults too.

TIE LENDe

Wo have plensurc in cnnouncing thot anothor brilliant new
articlo by HERBERT LICIENBY, rocognisod autherity of the
01d Beys Book Collceting world vill appear vory soon.

T wAll bo ontitled:=

wiiiE UMIOI JACK AT IT'S PimAK"™.

Your viciua of this momth's star footure will bo vary 1iuch
soprocicteds  Addross oll lctters to H, ie Bond at tho
addresa miva undor our heocdings
ILPORTANT !
Wext noith wo hope to be able to publish o reporh
on the socond mocting of the Soxton Hlake Cirele
.hiieh is to be held during Lpril at the home of
Bill Golcanbe ot Southond. All intorostod in
this Circlo should -rito to Horry ioner, Yulden
Frri, Honthficld, SusseXs

4D PLEAGE DON'T FORGT VE STILL IGXiD LOTS OF ARTIGLESY S
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SEXTON BLAIE Iif THE IDTZRDLAY Eli.

or lline

izking onc of his rore dopartures fro:: tradition,
Lditor Buck save the author's nine to this one, though
onc felt that it vould have boon kinder to tho chroniclor,
Lark Dorron, hod his none becn loft out, for tho above
vns hordly rn iruc reflection of his workse 1In contraet,
gtorios liko "Sccrets of o Grodt City» (U.J. H10.79), "Tho
Army Dotective" (Nos 93) and "Twiee Round the Torld
(Mo, 104) 211 published in the sno year, 1905, wero quitg

ode
e With his "Boys Iriond" sorial “Scxton Dlake in tho
Conge" fredh in nind, therein he vehmently rensuneos tho
arucltios bostoved on the unfortunato nutives, one fouwud
it difficult to bolicve Villfan Lurray Graydon's roady
ceccptance of tho fort thot gtag hunting s an oxeiting
srort nnd quito hunone, ae he stated in hig tory "Tho Stag]
AtBay" (U.Je llow 212}  The gpoctaelo of n stag being
chased by hunters and hounds until it is driven into the
soa and drovmed, or wnrtil overcomo by ehocr oxhaugtion
and terror it must noods (Ath it's lost raaaining
rosorves of strongth) twn ot Bay to be torn to piocos
by the triwphant dogs wiloss a well ained bullet from no
of the huntsion nercifully puts o speody ond to the sufforse
ings of the unfortwate aninel - this noy be oxciting, as
tho avthor sbated; but sport, according to Britigh gtand-
ards, decidedly noy  Onco apnin vwo had 7w, laurray Groydon’p
portroying Bleko in a far frou favourpblo light; for suroly
gront lover of aninale os ho is knowm to bo, tho i-n Iron
Bokor Stroot would have condanned this "sport™, nt lonst
silently, instond of condoning it!  Pr from this balng
so Blako, wo find, joins thc huntors, Tinkor and Pedro
too = helping te hurt tho stag dowm, looving ono copelleod
to wondor vhat Bloke's foolinga would have boon had Pedro
beon in tho scne unfortwunnto position ns the hipless stagl
How little of Blako's truc cheracter st the cithor have
undorstood to have placed him in gsuch o shayeful position,
for without doubt,had furthor sturics on sirilar linoe baoy
indulged iny his popularity wuld soon howo obbod.
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