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FROM THE EDITOR'S CHALIR

No! Not! Noll!l Recently a provinciel newspaper
published quite 2 lengthy eccount of an interview with a
collector of Magnets end Gems. It contained some interest-
ing deteils sbofit our activities, but elso, unfortunstely
some regretteble stotements ebout the elleged velue of copies
of the two pepers. For instence, it was said there sre
believed to be only four copies of the first issue of the
Megnet in existence end they are esch worth at least £50.
Further the resder was told that "01d Toys' Dook Club
members exchange copies for sums verying from one shilling
to £10 or £15."

Now it is true thet some reporters love big figures
end aren't sbove doing e little multiplyingj it's happened
before now in our experience. I don't know if it wes #e
columnist or the intez‘-viawad who wes at fault in this cese,
certein it is that it is & thousend pities this o0ld bugbesr
of infleted prices hss cropped up 2gein, particularly efs
here it is more exsggerated then ever. )

In one perticuler, however, there is no over-estinmete,
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thet is tk3 statement that only four copies of Megnet No.l
exist. Actually there are eight, possibly nine, in our owny
circle, but, four or nine, I don't think any of our members
would be foolieB enough to pay £50 for one of them. I hopdg
not, enyway. Neither st all the Club meetings I hsve
attended north and south have I seen a collector ncnchalentT
ly handing & temner over for e single copy of any paper.

It is true that in verious forms of collecting one hears
of strange things happening. .4 stamp collector, for
instance, will pay & hendsome sum for & specimen just because
of a flaw in the printing, snd & millionaire will hand over
several thousand pounds fpr an old master even though he
knows not the slightest thing about paintings He does it
Just to be ablc to brag sbout it.

But surely in our little world we have 8 very different]
motive. We collect, surely, becsuse of & reasl genuine
regerd for some particular peper, or papers. We find that
they recell happy boyhood dsys, #nd that we can reesd them
with &5 much enjoyment ss in the days of long ago. We know
thet owing to the inexorasble law of supply and demand we musp
pey more then in the dsys when we could trot along to the
newssgents with & copper in our pockets. Nevertheless, for
heaven's seke let us keep & swnse of proportion. I am in
touch with our members as much ss enyone, end I knmow thet
the grest mejority are fellows with modest incomes who have
to think in shillings resther then pounds when desirous of
purchesing e few of their fevourites. And that's going to
be the case more then ever as time goes on.

So when being intervicwed let's be modest, don't foster
this inflation business, don't broadcest & stetement that
you've got & smell fortune in the house. If you do there's
alweys the riek thet some wide boy will be coming slong #nd
pinching the lot.

Seriously, though, if these idess persist there's g
dsnger of the fescinsting hobby of story peper collecting
beconing no longer e relexation for the aversge mem, but @
busineas for super-tax payers only.

Postscript: No sooner had I written all this then I receiveq
a post-card sent cut by & bookseller on the south coast (one
outside our cirele) offering four Megnects, one 1914, two 1911
one 1933 end o Gem 1915. Three hed no covers, one started

+
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¢t pege 3, end 81l admitted to be'scmewhet frayedmr.
(another nute froa someone who has seen then seys they were
in disgrezccful condition). Price for the five 30/-1
Tell, there you are.

Scmething Different. If old-timers would like to reed|
agrin of events which creeted grest interest at the time T
recommend them to get in touch with C. E. F. Vennimore,

25 Byron .venue, Test Hounslow, Middlesex. He can offer
in mint ccndition pepers like :nswers, Pearson's Teekly,
Tit-Dits, Idess, London Opinion, London Meil John Full, end
meny more. I've had quite 2 number end they meke very
ebsorbing rceding.

Omission snd Error: Lcet month I forgot to give the
sddress of thc Reeding end Derkshire Reviiew, esnd I weas scon
paying the penelty for my stupidity. anywey . if eny of you
ere still intercsted, it's Werket Place, Reeding." It's the
llerch mamber you went, of course.

Ind in my roference to the Portsmcuth Greyfriars Club
ay wretched hendwriting mede me sey "Portsmouth Club
Librarisn". It should heve been City Librerien.

4nd, oh yes, quite @ number drew my attention to thet
1/14. cn the cover. T mever noticed it until T hed got
neerly all the copies posted. 'Fraid it was an error thoug]
Nc chence . price reduction yet. nyway, it shows how
thoroughly you cheps examine the C.D. nd I teke that ss o
compliment. o

Il Heppened 2t Foylos: I've just been looking through

a copy of Foylcs Tookshop Megezine (kindly loencd me by
Stenley Smith) which conteins ¢ report of the luncheon to
nerk the publicetion of E. S. Purner's "Toys Will Le Boys" .
Oh yes, I know it's old history, but in view of my favourite
theme, thet we were pionecers, some remerks of Mr.Turner's
ere worth quoting even now, for I don't think thoy got
publicity et the time. Here they ere:

"When I first took the plunge st this subject of Hoys!

thrillers I wes very interested tc find therc were groups

of people who mut regulsrly to hol”’ discussion groups

ebout the litercturc tiey resd when they were young.
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They ciscussed the relative shortéomings of Sexton Blake
and Nelson Lee, and whether Creyfriers was a more
plausible academy then St.Frenks. I think those people
gust be chuckling at the thought that scme five hundred
people have gethered here t.-day inspired by the same
8.1t of affection for the literature of their childhood.
fnd the five hundred included such notables as
Comptun Mackenzie, Sir John Hemmerton, Gordon Barker, the
Hesdmaster of Repton, znd Arthur Askey.
Oh yes, Mr. Turner, We, their mesters chuckled, and
sre 8till chuckling.

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LOCKENDY

DLATH OF A FRIEND

By Herbert Leckenby

During my long yesrs employed in a busy telephone
exchenge it hss been my lot to hendle many a call which has|
prought sorrow to someone. on the morning of Wednesdey,
Merch 26th, I received one which meent scrrow for me, for
over the line I heard Normen Smith's voice “saying, with 8
catch in it, "Pcor Reg Hudscn died suddenly on Sunday afta:\J—
noon."  Even though I kmew full well thet my old friend |
hed been a very sick men I wes sturmed by the suddenness of]
his pessing, and of the loss tc our little commnity .

1 first made Reg's scqueintence some nine years 880,
end it ceme sbout in an interesting way. One night whils
on fire watch during the war I came ecross & letter in a 1‘
Leeds evening paper signed "Megnetite". The writer paid |
tribute to the work of Charles Hemilton snd seid he would ‘
ceerly like tu get in touch with him to thenk him. I {
enswered that letter inviting the writer to get in touch
with me when meybe I could get him his wish grented.
njagnetite” proved to be Tom Sincleir, but I slso 2ot
geverel other letters, one of them being from Reg Hudson.
Some time later Reg. Tom znd 1 met one night in Leeds and
within @ few minutes were 1ikc old friends, &8 8C often
happens in our heppy protherhcod.

During the yeers thet followed Reg snd I met frequently
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He hed more then his shere of trouble and several beuts of
jllness. Thilst he wes in hospital some yecrs ago he
received the sed news that his wife hed died suddenly. After
that, excspt fur the compeny cf his son, then at school, he
led & rather lonely life until our little fraternity wes
orgenised. I know thet meant 2 grest deel toc him. for he
often told me soO.

He had & greet liking for the work of Charles Hemilton,
especially the St.Jim's stories, and loved to talk end
correspond sbout them.

Czme the forming of the Northern Section, 0.I.53.C.;

shortly afterwerds Reg wes sppointed cheirmen, end en idesl
one he made, with his heppy knack of seying just the right
thing. I cen see him now es he welcomed some new—comer.a
kindly smile lighting up his rugged features.

Last Mey he was one of the little party which sttended
the memoreble London meeting. There in a perfect little
speech, full of sincerity snd feeling, he endeered himself
tc 211 our London comredes. How heppy everyone wes that
dey: we little lmew of the tregic event that wes looming
sheed.

He returned homg #nd 2 day or twc leter was struck down
with # grave heart attack, and rushed to hospital. For memyl
deys he wes very meer to deeth. e who visited him found
him surprisingly cheerful, ever talking of the tims when he
would be able to get back tc the meetings, which mesnt so
much tc him. After seversl weeks he got his discherge,
even though a werd sister hed once seid,omincusly, thet he
wes & very sick man. He wes ot home for & week cr two,
only tc return to hospitel for = few days.

Then cume & strenge, inexpliceble chenge in him. Gone
was the animeted conversetion, never once did we see theot
kindly smile. Ve who visited him, Gerald, Normen, Vers snd
myself were distressed. It mede one's heart ache, to see
him crouching uver the fire in his little room. He scemed
tc be obsessed with some dpead feer. “Je tried to cheer hig
but I em afraid we feiled; only once did we succeed in
getting him to o meeting.

I celled to sse him on the day of the Merch meeting.
How difficult I found it to telk. On perting he did sey he
wvould try end get tc the imprrtont moeting in Spril. ‘e
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gripped hends end said Guodbye. I welked ewey sad et heart,
but little thinking that it wes a lest Goodbye.

The end came suddenly on the efternvon of Sunday Merch
23rd. He was only 47. They buried him in Hunslet Cemetery
the following Thursday. The Northern Section 0.B.B.C. was
represented by Gerald Allison, Normen Smith, Tom Sinclair
end Albert Thomas.

Even now I cen herdly reslise thet never agein shall
we meet in City Squere, telk Club metters cver & cup of tea,
end take the roed to the meeting by wey of Woodhouse Moor.

Mey the esrth rest lightly on your greve, Reg,desr
friend and one of the best. Ve who knew you will miss you
when we gether in thet rcom with so meny memories of you.

POPULLR PAPERS OF THE PLST
Ho.17 — Tip-Top Weekly
By Herbert Leckenby

"pip-Top Weekly"? Never hesre of itl T can heer you
say. 'iell, perheps ycu heven't, for you sce, it wes an
Lsmericen five cent paper for boys of the long ego, yet I
think & gocd cese cen be made out for including it in this
geries. For one reeson, it wes certainly populer for it
ren to B50 numbers ot lesst. Thet's more, it had ruch in
common with the Megnet end Gem, so surely that's & sufficient
reascn. Here's why. The stories throughout concerned thel
seme mein charecters; they were all written by one mem,
under o pen neme; the suthor wes idolised by American youth
just as Cherles Hemilton here, #nd the stories were re-
printed in book form, the Medel Library, three or four to-
gether in the menner of the Schoolboys' Own Librery. The
only difference wes thet the cheracters grew up.

Finelly quite a number of our Americem cousins teke e
great interest in meny of our papers, 8o why not return the
compliment of looking et one of theirs. That's just one
point here though in deeling with Tip Top Weekly. I shall
be writing meinly from memory of & paper which died & long
time £go, so if I get a little estray I em sure they will
excuse me. Now down to bress tocks.

The suthor of the "Tip-Top" stories wes given as
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purt L. Standish, but his real neme was Gilbert Petten.
I believe it is true to seay thet he wrote every single one
of the eight hundred odd stories. He died towards the cnd
of the wer, and wss murned by countless men who had loved
his stories in their youth.

The stories deslt with the sdventures of the Merriwell
brothers, Frank end Dick, #nd were published by Street snd
Smith, & concern almost a8 prolific in its output es our
Amelgemeted Press in its heydey. "Tip-Top" hed & long stert
on our "Msgnet" end "Gem" for it sterted esrly in 1896. For
the first three years or so it hed 32 pages in addition to @
coloured cover, the page size being ¢ little smeller then
thet of the Megnet. Then the size wes increased tc ab.ut
thet of the "Metective "eekly" still with $2 pages, the type
was lerger then thet of our papers end very easy on the eyes
The price wes five cents and the peper cerricd the slogen
"in iieal publication for the Americen Youth".

Frenk Merriwell was the elder .f the two brothers. snd
the stert f und him entering Fardele icademy. He proved
to be £ grest sthlete, en expert et -lmost every geme,
especirlly basebell snd football. 1In the eerly yesrs of
the century "Tip-Top" and other publications from the house
of Street & Smith used to come ecruss here regulerly, =nd
T remember how in my teems I would cycle over to Leeds to buy
thénes "Tip-Top" wes my special favourite snd I rea? it so
keenly thot I got quite e good idee of the rules of baseball
for sport played & greet pert in the stories.

4 fevourite theme with Burt M. Standish was the bitter
enemy whe ultimrtely beceme best friend, First and fore-
most in Frenk Merriwell's case was Bert Hodge, Stondish
wes excellent at charecter drewing end I cen remember Jeck
Diemond, & proud Scutherner, Jack Reedy, 2 cheery fellow,
end Herry Rettletcn, who wes noted for his Svoonerisms.
These were friends of Frank, but he had slsc meny cnemies,
some cf whom, however, he "cunwerted". Many of the stories
cealt with the evils of drink and gembling sm-ong .merical

outh.

v Came the time when for finencisl reasons Frenk hed to
leeve the school. If I remember rightly he worked on the
reilroad, went on the stage, and came to Wurcpe, including
Englanl. Leter fortunc chenged for him agein. 2nl he
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entered the grest university of Yele. Then come many
st.ries concerning grest gemes with other greet seats of
lesrning, Harvard snd the like.

Meanwhile Dick Merriwell had been introduced. He had
been brought up in strenge surroundings by en old Indien,
Joe Crowfoot, In consequence he wes not quite such a plecid
character as his brother, so when he went to Fordele he at
first found troudble. He, too, leter went to Yele.

With the coming of Dick the stories were shered by the
two brcthers, Frenk having e run for # time, then Dick.
Towerds the end ceme Frenk Merriwell, Junidor.

The ledies pleyed & part in the stories, just as in the
Megnet end the Gem, but in Tip-Top their presence was more
pronounced. Deing America, this is perheps not surprising.
It did not spoil the interest of the stories, however, and
was neturel seeing the boys were growing up. In the cese
of Frenk there were tw girls whose lives he seved on several
occesions, fair, winscme Elsie Bellwood, and derk, vivecious
Inza Burrsge. For years cuntrcvars{ raged 88 to whom he
should merry. He eventuslly chose the brunette, his best
friend Bert Hodge cleiming the blonde. “/hen his time ceme
the gellent Dick had the choice between, yes I think I'm
right, Doris Templeton end June irlington, feir end derk
respectively, but which of the two beceme Mrs. Richard
Merriwell I'm efraid I cannot sey.

_nother interesting festure ebout Tip-Top was the smount
of spece, seversl colums devoted to readers' letters. They
eppeered under the heading "ippleuse". Here devoted resieorg
expressed their likes end dislikes forcefully snd fulsomely,
especielly sbout the marrying off of the ledies. It may be
sssumed from this that the resderage of "Tip-Top" wes some—
whet older than thet of the Gem and Megnet. Mzybe thet thid
wes sc but don't forget thet quite 2 number of Hemiltoniens
were quite intercsted in George Figgins end Cousin Ethel ch
(remember Figgy's Folly?) and Dob Cherry and the feir Merj

Sometimes there wes # discordent note in the corres-
pondence. Vriters signing themselves such a8 "I.M.Kn
ond "I.M.Kicking" jeered sbout the moral tome of the stories
end apparently went on reeding them. In ell likelihood
these letters first saw the light of dey in the offices of
Street end Smith, in order to bring indigment retorts. I
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have sometimes wondered if H. 4. Hinton hed boon reading
Tip-Top when he published those incredible letters from
Mester "Malpesa" end his kind.

I believe I em right in seying that not long agc there
wes en ettempt to put Frenk Merriwell on the sir, but that
it wes not 2 success. I #m not going to be 3rswn into en
argument as to whether there sgoin there wes something in
common with Greyfrisrs.

There is something clse though where the Msgnet end
Tip-Top sre much elike. Copies of the once thriving
imericen weekly ere very scerce end consequently demend
high prices everaging meybe o dollar (7/—) 8 copy. For
thet reeson I am afreid there is little chence of me renew:L'A
scqueintance with these populer cherecters of my youth.

m

Y.NTED: Felson Lees old series 105/111, 130/147, 166/167
end 337. For Disposal: 4 mumber of S.B.L. present series
esrly numbers. C H Churchill, 123 Pinhoe Rosd, Exeter.

A FET . GEMS; No.l 1d. Gem, Boys' Own 3d Lib. snd
oddments for disposel. TANTED: Nugget Peter Flint series
Lot o! Fun, Ally Sloper, odd copies, end certein Aldine
Turpins. W. H. @lough, 3 Fonthill Grove, Sale, Menchester

ANS.ERS, Pesrson's Weekly, Tit-Bits, Idess, Londen Opindonm,
London Meil, John Bull, etc. etc. HMint condition. Preserve
by secret process, 5/- per doz. sssorted. Post free, from
C. E. F. Vennimore, 25 Byron ivenue, Test Hounslow,
Middlesex. Owner of Fo.1 of "Megnet" - "Gem" end "Greyfriars
Hereld" etc. ete. also 150 No.l's of periodicels from
1908 cnwards, not for ssle. Collection consists of over
30,000 pericdicels.

WLNTED: "Union Jack™ 896, Sexton Blake Iibraries lst Series
54, 5T, 219, 229, 233, 241, 253, 271, 276, 283m 307, 312,
325, 356, 358, 360, 366, 3Tl. Sccond seriess 1, 8, 16,
21, 25, 35, 41, 42, 73, 7T, 52. Good Prices offercd.
Josephine Packmen, 27 .rchdele Roed, E. Dulwich, S.E.22.
Mery thanks to 211 fellow collectors who heve supplied my
wents in the pest.

WANTED: Megnets 1087, 1088, 1089. Gems 1087,1098,1019.

Nclson Lees 550,551. R.V.Zcmett, 64 Duiluy R7.,Tipton
Staffs+
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HAMILTONI
Conducted by Herbert Leckemby
Echoes of Greyfriers Television. Controversy reges n(

still. I em indebted to Len Allan for s copy of B.B.C.
Viewer Resesrch Newsletter No.29, end he gives me permissio
to quote what wes seid thsrein. Here it is in full.

Billy Bunter of Greyfriars School is perheps nsturally
enough having e better reception from its young eudienceq
then when it is repested for adults in the evenings. For
the first three episodes in this series, the children
awarded Reection Indices in the late 70's, the adults fel}
the programmes were worth 61, 62, 62, respectively. Here
are some comments - which spesk for themselves - upon the
second episode —
Mje enjcyed the first one but felt we had hed quite
encughl”
"hy were we not left with our childhcod memories?
Fortunately, this production bore no resemblence to the
Greyfriers we knew, end so did not disgrsce it. The
ecting is emateurish in the worst semse. Very vpoor
stuff."”
While many viewers seid that eech fresh edition showed
some improvement, perticulerly in ecting end in the verwve
with which it was put scross, the mejcrity seemed to feell
that the words "childish" snd "amateurish' summed up
"Billy Bunter" so fer.

Not exectly complimentery, is it? However, now to
quite o different story. Jonsh Berrington, radio critic of
the "Sundey Chronicle", seid in the issue cf Merch 30th,
thet JcX Herrington'wes quite sstisfied end there was o
poesibility of 2 new series later in the yesr. He asked
for posteerds =28 tc whether or no reeders wented Bunter backl.
Here's what he said the following Sundey.

"is & result of the lergest T.V. bell.t of my entire
criticel experience, I heve to tell Miss Joy Herrington

thet Sundey Chromicle voters by e 94 per cent mejority

went Bunter back as soon rs possible.




friers on television, the controversy reging round it is
very absorbing.

some good notices in the provincisl papers and there was
quite & lengthy one in "John 0' London's Weekly", (I am
indebted to W. T. Thurbon and Reymond Hopkins for copies).
Here's quotes:

says:
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They regerd him as the grestest T.V. chsracter
creation since Muffin the Mule,
And since these postoerds seem to be divided equally
smong children and adults, I assure that the adult
"repeat" progremme st 8 p.m. is also wanted."

TMell, there you sre. ‘'Thatever you think sbout Grey-

Now once agein to the "Autobiography". It has had

"This Mr. Hamilton is worth lmowfng. Consider his
echievements. He must be emong the most prolofic
writers of modern times, having produced sbout sixty
million published words. His readers, whose numbers
ore beyond computation, sre spresd across five continents.
He hes entertained three generations of schoolboys with-
out heving once hed recourse to vulgerity. And he has
created,in Billy Bunter, one of the best known characters
in English fiction. Here, surely, is distinction."

Of the famous Orwell-Hamilton bettle of arms the writen

"Of the quelity of his work only those who weee fortu—
nste enough to reed him consistontly during their boyhood
cen testify. One of the reesons why Orwell trested it
with such ssperity is that he tried, es Tolstoy tried
with King Lesr to sssocietc it with reslity. He could
not heve made & worse mistake. G. K. @hecsterton once
observed thet the truth about Mr. Pickwick is that he is
a fairy; this is also the truth sbout BFilly Bunter. Sex
is tebu in fairylend, and so presumsdly sre "cless fric-
tion, trede unionism, strikes, slumps, employment,
Fescism end civil wer'; it wes therefore not circumspect
of Orwell to be surprised st their absence from the
"Megnet" and the "Gem".

The review finishes on this nice note:-
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"ihen Charles Hamilton hes finslly closed his typewriter],
one profoundly hopes thet a boys' writer equally steeped
in the humenities is ready to teke his plece."

Agreed! But the cry will go up from e legion of

Hamiltoniens, "Yes, if possible, but not yet."

The Tom Merry books seem to heve made & resl hit. THth
the April numbers we shell heve C. H. Ghepmen's work on the
covers. Meanwhile here's a review of No's 3 and 4.

The New Tom Merry Books. Merch issues.

No.3. The Men from the Pest. Once sgein Regineld Talbot
of the Shell finds his past life with the crooks of Angel
Alley rising up against him.

Try 88 I will I just cen't like Talbot. It is a cese
of "I do not love thee Doctor Fell, the resson why I cermot
tell."

However, I did enjoy this tele, and the ending wes very
satisfactory. I hope that Telbot will now be given e per—
menent cleen sheet. He hes earmed it.

No.4. Who Regged Reilton. an excellent story with Arthur

ingustus in the best role for eges. The B.B.C. Brains Trust
often discusesed the definition of & gentlemen. Well, Gussy
is a gentlemen, there is simply no denying it.

And whet a grend description of his fight with Cerdew.
It renks with the clessic scrap between Tom Brown and
Slogger Williams.

Cerdew the Ced is repidly becoming enother Ponsonby .
I find him too bad to be true.

4And now, Mr. Clifford, whet sbout e tele eterring the
chep we both consider our fevourite St.Jim's cheracter —

George Figgins of the New House?
GERALD ALLISON.

THE P.

By The Rev. &. G. Pound .

Some months ago, 28 reeders of the C.D. alresdy know,
the Midlend section of the 0.B.B.C. was honoured with e visif
from Mr. Chepmen. On thet memorsble occasion my wife end I
were delighted to heve Mr. Chepmen stey overnight with us.




-138-.

Before he left next day Mr. Chepman very kindly presented us
with three pictures which he himself had pasinted. There was
& fine water-coloured head of Herry Wharton and two small
but attractive oils deopicting natursl scenery.

Of course the first thing which I did with the pictures
was to take them to be framed. You lmow whet a good frame
does to a picture? It enhances the wvalue considerably. It
ellows the picture to appeer at its very best, as we ourselves
eppeer at our best when we are neatly snd decently dressed. |
It gives the picture an sgreeeble setting, end provides clean
edges to whet may otherwise be rather blurred outlines. Tt
produces @ situation in which #11 the finer points of the
picture may be noted. It is only courteous end just to o
good picture to give it » suitable frame.

Needless to say, the fremes heve done full Justice to
Mr. Chepman's pzintings. Before they were fremed, I thought
thet one of the olls was not quite so fine es its companion.
It now appeers just as beeutiful, edd its companion looks
even more megnificent then it did when I first sew it.

A very lerge mumber of us are enthusisstic admirers of
the genius of Charles Hemilton. We sre deeply grateful to
the Grend 01d Men who hes given 8c many hours of heslthy
enterteinment to millions of boys end girls — of 211 ages —
during the past fifty yeers. We went his work to be duly
recognised, end speciments of kis best writing to be hended
down to future generations. Cherles Hamilton, to my think-
ing, hes the right to be ranked with such creat atorytellerai
as Rider Heggerd end @onen Doyle - who, I hope, will still be
read when most of the eminent writers of the past three—
quarters of & century are, perheps not undeservedly,
forgotten.

But elthough we ecclaim the outstanding excellence of
Charles Hemilton, we ought surely to recognise the splendid
team-work of the Steff atFleetway House who combined to pro-
duce the "Compenion" Pspers end olso "The Holidey Annual",

I had it, from Mr. Chopmen himself, that they were a happy
bend, with an slmost boyish keenness in their juvenile pub-
licetions. Quite & number of them showed remsrkeble sldll
in their speciel contributions.

I hope that most of you ere familier with the Bunter
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booke. They azre mot all equally good. Frank Richards is
not on top form in every one of them. He is, however,

on absolutely typicel top form in "Billy Bunter's Berring-
Out," "Billy Bunter's Christmes Perty" end "Billy Bunter's
Postel-Order". Yei even when one reads such excellent
yerns as those, one does not get quite the impression, -
"thrill", or whatever you care to term it — which one got -
and mey still get — when reeding the old Megnets. The
fact is that Frank Richards wes not the whole Megnet. The
mein dish is mot the whole meal. The picturs unfremed is
not the same as whet one hangs on the wall.

The Magnet — or the "Greyfrisrs" of our memory — is
Frenk Richards - #nd. Fronk Richerds end Chepmen, Reynolds
Shields and Macdoneld - especially Chapmen Frank Richerd
and #11 contributors to the "Greyfriers Hereld Supplement",
not lesst of whom is the recorder of Doctor Birchenall.

(I wes very disappointed when F.R. sssured me that he him-
self wes not responsible for St.Sem's). Frenk Richerds
znd all the Greyfriers rhymesters, whose verses were often
most clever, just try to write some yourself; your own
best efforts in that direction will probsbly be as nesr the
Greyfrisrs rhymesters' as the average spurious "Frank
Richards" yarn is nesr the genuine Hamilton.) The Magnet
wes, in other words, Frank Richards snd ell his picture
fremers. It is the old freme which we miss in the Bunter
books .

Not every picture fremed is frasmed correctly. Some
picgures ere actually spoiled by their frames. The
illustrotions, by Macdonald, ere, on the whole, & useful
pddition to the Bunter books, as also ere the illustrations
- by the same artist - in the first two Tom Merry books.
But why intelligent publishers siould think thet the
illustrations in the other Tom Merry volumes could heve any
velue whatever - other then enti- commercisl - is surely
beyond one's normel understending. The two best of the
other Tom Merry books sre "The Scapegrece of St.Jim's" -
much the finest yerm in the whole Tom Merry series — snd
mpalbot's Secret". These sre merred only by the illustra-—
tions on their wreppers. They are actuzlly more attractive
then other Tom Merry books beceuse they lack interior
illustrations. A picture fremed in sustere neatness is
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fer better then one which is freuwed in ornete crudity.

There ero, as perhsps you know, some often-quoted words
in Ecclesiesticus XLIV: "Let us now preise famous men ...
rich men furnished with ability ... There be of them which
have left & neme behind them, ... And some there be which
have no mempriel." All honour to Charles Hamilton, who was
undoubtedly the brein of Fleetwesy House. Mey his shadow
never grow less. But 11 honour, too, to those who were
his most helpful collesgues - those who entered light - but
whole-heertedly ihto the production of Greyfriars - those
who, by freming the picture perfected its appecersnce. There
were many gients — et Fleetwsy House - in those deys!

E. S. BROOKS AS AN IMITATOR OF HAi ILTON

By S. F. Jones

Brooks hes admitted the euthorship of certein imitetion
stories. I don't think his list is complete. During the
yeers of World Wer One his contributions to the Gem, for
instence, fre betrsyed by certein stylistic peculiarities.
"Kildere's Enemy" for example (about which I have written)
shows definite Brooksien characteristics, although he does
not eppeer to recognise it es his own.

It should be cerefully remembered that when imiteting
Hemilton he did not run riot with his Nelson Lee style.
Hestraining his netural exumberence he betrays himself by
only e few surface errorsof diction. His plots ere
generelly feeble, boring end unconvineing, of course, but
there is #n ettempt to follow the Hamiltonian track. He
missed, whet all imitetors heve missed, the scphisticetion,
the irony, the effortless eese of structure which belong to
Hemilton alone. Brooks writing Hamilton is like a smell
boy weering his fether's clothes. He resally excclled et
writing stories of St.Frenks. I sny agein that hcre with
ell his frults I admire him grestly. But to have him write
of St.Jims end Greyfriars - the thing's impossible. The
e¢legence of the one cen never be ceptured by another whose
chief cheracteristic wes & breezy end rollicking exuberence.

Brooks wrote the Castleton Series, the Hendforth series
the Gem story "The Housemsster's Peril", "Rivals in Sport"
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end some others not mentioned. Let us sce whet we cen
gleen from them.

"The Housemester's Peril"™ shows these cheracteristics:

a) the adjective "dotty" on poges 2. 5, 22, 19.

b) The word "biffed" on pege 3. I have not noted this
word ebove, but it is definitely Brooksien. Neturelly the
redoubteble Hendforth uses "biff", probebly =8 often #s he
punches Church end McClure.

ic) "Eriskly" (noted ebove) occurs on pages 12 end 13.

d) "My sons" end "my son" sppeer page 18.

(e) "It scems mighty curious," seys Kerr on pege 5. A
hend is described es "screwly". This would heve made
Hemilton stare end gssp. He surely would have written
"screwling”. Both things ere typical of Brooks' lack of p
polish. A4 criticism of the former expression is given
sbove.

"Under Felse Colours" has these clucs:—

(e) "Dotty" on page 12.

(b) "uy son" on pege 1ll. The Hendforthien "my led"
eppefrs on pege 14.

{c; "ily Goodness" occurs on pege 6.

d) The question with concluding "eh?' in Linton's telk
with Cestleton. The steid and severe Linton uttering #
thing like "@etting tired of it, eh?" is completely out of
cherecter. If ever he seid this in Hemilton you might havg
expected the skies to fell. Note the femilier tone -
only St.Frznks mesters converse thus with their boys.

(e) 'd's are dropped from the snd's of the ced's talk.
"Tom Merry en' Blrke en' thet crowd," seys keche. Brooks
forgets that Hemilton's ceds sre sstisfied with dropped g's

(£) The incligent "gulp" occurs on peges 3, 4, 6, 8 —
ngeid Llen with £ gulp."

Asnother cheracteristic thing ebout this story is the
introduction of champsgne et thet dresm perty of Cestleton
end his friends. T'While that orgy wes golng on I wes .
weiting for e word which would describe its result, end,
sure enough, I found it on pege 16, the adjective "squiffy"
one of ocur suthor's fevourite words for "drunk". I shouldy
however, mention thet chempegne wes actuslly drunk by
Levison & Co. end the word "quiffy" employed in & genuine E
Hemilton Gem of 1916 or 1917.




=142-
"Rivels in Sport", e blue end white Gem, shows some Bmoksivrll
cherscteristics like "biffing" on page 4, and the verb "flush"
in the sentence: "Mr. Grenfel flushed." I have not noted
this word sbove, but it is slmost entirely Brocksian. A
characteristic lapse of tsste occurs in the question:
nHave you fellows swallowed your tooth stoppings?"

3. Conclusion

Brooks wes much bettcr in the Nelson Lee than in
Hemilton's pepers. He could not be shackled by imitation
of e writer whose chief cherecteristic wes elegance,
delicecy of diction and sophisticetion of menner. The result
ig generally something flat, ineipid and unsetisfactory.
Compere for instence that full end tedious thing "Rivels in
Sport" with the brilliens Ezte Quirke series!

M.GNETS, Gems, Nelson Lees, Union Jocks, Thrillers end
meny others for sele. J. Dow, 73 King Street, Aberdeen.

COULD ..NYONE PIEASE help me with the following:-

Megnets 861, 882, 25 (5/- each offered); eny between 737
and 959, 2/6 esch; 1920 holidey Annusl £2, ur price
for Megnets 1365, 1381, 1382, 1385. Gems 1456;/1461, 1462,
1463, 1465, 1466, 1468, 1470, 1478, 1497, 1505, 1513, 1538,
1555. Holidey hnnual 1940. Populars 268, 274, 275. Plcess,
you fellows! I heve about 60 Gems, some early, most late
for exchenge., Cherles ven Renen, Box 50, Uitenhege,

scuth hfrica.

TLNTED: Any copies Sexton Blake Library written by John S.
Brendon. Pleese write M. Jocobs, 149 Commercial Road,
London, E.l.

FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE: Chums Vols. 1903, 1908, 1920, 1926-31
(inclusive). 1908, 15/~ All others 10/- vol. TVIANTED: 5.0.Ls,
Gems . L. S. Metheson, 11 ‘ckergill Strcet, “lick,
Ceithness, Scotlend,

TLNTED in good condition to complete 2 run for binding.
Union Jacks Nes. 1068, 1080, 1097, 1115, 1125, 1127, 1140.

2/6 each cffered. S...E. - S.J.0rme, "North Dene",
37 New Itoed, Uttoxeter, S8teifs.
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OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB

London Section. liodern School Heeting. Surbiton.
Sundey, April 20th. proved to be & very memorsble occesion|
as a very large gathering met, by kind invitation of Eric
Feayne, at the famous rendezvous by the river Thames.
hmongst those present it wes & very grest plessure to have
Mr. end Mrs. Gerry Allison, Mrs. Mary Allison, Miss Molly
illison and Normen Smith from the Northern Section. After
the usuel formalities the first good item on the sgends wes
8 talk on the surroundings of Greyfriars given by Bob Thiter
snd ably illustrated by @ lerge mep, which he had drewn from
the one printed in the "Mesgnet" No.1672. Judging by the
appleuse given at the conclusion of the telk it wes greetly
enjoyed and epprecisted. Cheirmen Len spoke a few well
chosen remarks on how refreshing the telk hsd been. Bob
Uhiter then geve latest deteils on the progress of the club
bedge. Then the compeny edjourned to the "Rsg" for & feed
dear to the hearts of ell. After this fine repest ell
went into the grounds for the Greyfriers Riot Competition.
4 long treil for some but short for others as there were
only seven complete correct pepers finished. Results

were E. Reynolds let, R.Jenkins 2nd, A.Blunden 3rd,
G.hllison 4th, J.Geal 5th, Mrs. G.Allison 6th, #nd Elesnor
Packmen Tth. Host Eric hed provided some very good prizes
end e¢ven those who failed were swerded consolation gifts.
Photographs were then teken by a variety of "Manners".

Then it wes with pleasure thet the mceting wes teken over
by Gerry Allison, elthough the first tesk, efter some fine
epprecistive remerks of the previous visit of the Leeds
club last sey, wes to pay & tribute to the lete Reg Hudson.|
He recd out the written epprecistion by Herbert Leckenby
end then ell present observed a minute's silence to the
memory of the late cheirmen of the Northern Club. Then
Gerry read out & few of his femous verses he had written
ebout the hobby. These were well received end before he
left the cheir the mep of the surrounds of Greyfrisrs weas
presented to him so thet our Northern comrades will be abld
to enjoy e similar treet ss sfore mentioned. A pepsr on
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M¥rs. Berdell was then given by myself followed by sn eight
question quiz which resulted in e triple desd hest,
R.Deecon, Gerry Allison and R.Blythe shering the first place
Sales end exchanges were conducted during the meeting snd
ebout eight o'clock the perty wended their wey round to the
other school house where en enjoysble show wes hed in the
school's kinemas. Host Eric Feyne is to be heertily con-
gretuleted on such e fine meeting, the ladies responsible fo
the excellent ceterong; my word, those home msde cakes,
end cheirmen Len for the srrengements at “/eterloo and the
ettendence of the enthusiestic member of the steff of
"Reynolds News", Mr. Knight. And so homewards we went with
very heppy memories. Mey meeting et Tood Green,Sundsy 1B8th

UNCLE BENJ.iMIN.
S A & o Northern Section
Heeting 239 Hyde Perk Road, Leeds, ipril 12th, 1952,

It wes 2 meeting of sunshine snd shadow,for on our
second birthdey with e report before us of splendid progress
we had to mourn the loss of W leader snd comrade
Reg Fudson. In opening I se I3 ?:- half promise Reg hed
made five weeks ego I hed hoped to bring him along to the
meeting, insteed, to my sorrow, I hed that efternocon stood
by his greve.

Gerry illison thon read & little tribute to my old
friend of meny yesrs I had written for the C.D. He did it
with such deep feeling that there wes hardly a dry eye in
the room.

All present then stood in silence for e few moments in
memory of the one whose spirit will 1live with us in that
room for meny a day.

Then efter the mimutes of the last meeting ceme the
hknmael Report. It revesled ¢ very encoureging state of
effeirs.  For instance, wheress et the beginning of the
yeer cesh in hend ezmounted to "2.1.8%4., we hed at the end
£20.2.T. with no liebilities. 1In #ddition we hed built up
e library worth ¢ hendsome sum. ILibrerien Gerry Allison
geve some interesting stetistics concerning library sales.

In view of the heppy position it goes without seying

thet secretery Normen Smith =nd Tressurer-Librerisn Goreld
4llison were re-clected without any to do. In fect,
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sSomeone suggested thet we clect them for ten Yeers end have
dcne with it.

Quickly other officials were elected ss follows:
Cheirmen, J. Breeze Bentley; Vice-Chairmen, Herbert Leckenby;
Luditors, Horace Twinhem end Stenley Knight.

Then came & very interesting subject for discussion.
It was pointed out thaet in the librery the members owned
some veluable property, yet in the event of the Section
heving to be wound up there was nothing in the rules con-
cerning its disposal. Such en unhappy event arising scemed
very unlikely st the moment, but it could come sbout for
some reeson outside our control, sc it wes Just as well to
be businesslike. After discussion it was decided thet the
books would be sold in the following order of priority,

(1) To Northern Section Members, (2) To members of other
Clubs, (3) To subscribers to the C.D. end C.P. hnnuel,
(4) To other purchasers.

The smount eccruing from such ssles would be divided
smong members in proporticn to length of membership. Members
not present can have deteils if they wish.

Business cver ceme the lighter side of the evening.

A meeting without Gerry Allison would be like Hemlet withoutJ
the Prince. In #ddition to his sctivities alresdy mentioned
he now ceme elong with e clever Quiz(won by Stenley Enight)
end one of his inimiteble poems.

We rlso had the pleasure of welcoming two new members:
Stenley Smith end Tony McGerve.

It was o meeting which owdng to ite vivid contrasts n
will live long in the memories of the sixteen members present

Next meeting - Seturdey May 10th. Highlight:
2 Talk by Tom Hoppertcn.

HERBERT LECKENEBY .
Northern Section Correspondent.
(In view of its importance I am sure I shall be forgiven if
I heve teken more then my foir shere of spece. -~ H.L.)
Miillend Section
4t the Townsend Club, Church Street, Birminghem, on Merch 31st.
-n zpology for ebsence received from Frenk Bourne who
wes still in hospital, but I em happy to sey is on his foet
agein, and expects to join us 2t our April Perty.




146

The attendance of twenty included five new faces, two
of whom decided to become regular members - Mr. Chapman
and Mr. Toye. Members had & grand trest in the form of &
talk by Frank Tillison on "This and That". Valuable and
interesting information was imparted, with all Frank's skill
and technique on our favourite subject well in evidence. He
had brought slong many well preserved vintage numbers of the
0ld Papers, and these were passed round while Frank expounded
on them., An interesting point was that, when the sales of
the early pepers were faltering, the publishers very often
brought in Sidney Drew to write in them and then sales wculd
often rise-~again. Sidney Drew was still writing for them
in 1926, and agein in 1932. Number Ome of "The Penny
Populer" which Frank possesses hes Billy Bunter and his
Postal Order on its cover. After Frank's talk he tested
our sbilities with & quiz he compiled. Boy! was it a
stiff'un? This wes won by one of our visitors, Mr.J.Bellfield,
who received the prize of two Magnets.

A quiz on Greyfriars compiled by Sylvie Price (in rhyme)
proved to be a bit of & teaser for some, and no clesr winner
emerged. 4 test question put by the Secretary decided the
issue. The question was 'That part of the old Monastery
stood where the Greyfriars Gymasium now is?"  Norman
gregory was first with the answer which is "The Chapter House".
He received the prize of tso Msgnets.

The refreshments and Sales Table were ocur last items.
Meeting closed at 10 p.m.

Our Party is on April 28th and our next meeting is on
ey 26th, when election of Club Leaders will take plece.

"Cheer Boys and Girls, Cheer."
PETER MELLOR.
Secretar§.

Merseyside Section. 6th April, 1952.

Meeting opened 7.45 p.m. to the usual sttendence. Yie
were pleesed to see Ray Brown, who, for business reasons,
was unsble to get slong to the last two meetings.

The cheirman opened the proceedings by giving & resume
on the section's progress, snd, in particular, details of
the efforts made re press publicity. There has been e
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write-up on the section in the "News~Chronicle", which should
be very helpful, despite the fect that there were one or
two inaccuracies.

Don then gave us the news of Reg Hudson's dee¥h; news
which we were all most sorry to hear, and we extend our
sympathy tu 8ll those most concerned; we know he will be
greeatly missed by everybody et Hyde Perk Road.

The secretary having read the minutes, the compeny got
their teeth into the quiz devised by Edne M s our last
winner. This wes an excellent effort (too excellent, in
fact, fur one who shell be nameless). The wimner wes young
Peter "jebster; nice work, Peter, particulsrly as you were
runner-up last month. He now has the task of compiling the
quiz for the next meeting; we are looking forwerd to it.

The meeting ended et 10 p.m. with the usual library
business, which, on this occesion, was very brisk indeed.

Next meeting 4th May.

F. CASE,
Secretery.
THE ".IFNU.L" BALLOT
How They Stand Now

1. Rumove Form at Greyfriars. 203
2. Harry Therton Ceptein of the Remove. 181
3. That Enduring Magic. 175
4. Monograph of Yvonne Cartier. 168
5. St. Franks Success of Feilure. 166
6. The Long Lrm. 150
7. Lvery Story a Gem. 139
8. Inside Fleetway House 119
9. Gradfather Liked Them Fierce. 97
10. Herc of the Shell 90

WANTED: Magnets between 700 end 900 or Bound Copies.
Pre-war Hotspurs, Triumphs, Skippers, Adventures, Wizerds,
Rovers also collected. Lists tc P.Willett, Church Cottege,
Lalehem, lMiddx. Just returned from ebroad end epologies
to 211 those previously sendin; lists for not replying before.

Mell, 41 ‘Joodlend itoed, Darlington.

WILL EXCHANGE kicherds' Autcbiography for Holidey .annual. l
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THE__NELSON__LIE__COLUMN

411 communicetions to Robert Blythe,
46 Cerleton Roed,Hollowsy, London,N.7.

Do you remember how Cerlisle, having finished hie mom-|
mentel "History of the French Revolution™, hed it burnt?
And how he got down to rewriting the whole thing agein? elll|
thet's me this monthl! Not that I comsider some of the
stuff I churn out monumentel , but the emount of energy that
goes into getting down to writing leeves me almost worn out
before I stert.

Lest month, w7ith # fine displey of enthusissm, I sctuslly
wrote enough for two erticles. Approaching this month's task,
therefore, with o gey end carefree laugh, imagine my feelings
when I found thet whet I hed written wes lost - sonc from my
geze like e berutiful Aresm. Oh! the tragedy of it!

Nevertheless, "once more unto the breach, dear friends"
mé let me try to emulete Carlisle.

Heving used up a fair raount of spece very nicely on
this presmble, whilst I cuidgel what I leughingly cell my
brein for som. glimmerings of whet I'm supposed to be writing
sbout, I'd better moke e start.

Let's telk of the Detective “eekly this month es our
sterting point. This megezine is interesting to us beceuse
in it we cen sce the beginnings of Bruok's style 28 it is
to-dey in his numerous novcls.  .ilthough he only wrote 22
stories out of the 300 odd that eppesred, they were, precti-
celly without exception, Brooks et his best. In the esrlier
stories Weldo wes still his mein character but he leoter,
during the periocd Sextoun Bleke wes dropped, devoted himself
to writing streightfowwerd mystery stories. It is during
this timo thet reserrchers cen trace the origins of several
of his present novels, none of which suffered frcm heving
their origins in & boys' peper. One particuler plot et
lesat, the suthor must have liked more then others. In
No.1357 of the U.J. eppeered e story entitled "The Terror By
Night". This told of e gueer bet-like figure (who turned
out tu be our old friend “jeldc) thet terrorize’® a certein
pert of Essex, In e seriel in the D,:. the seme plot, but
rewritten with severel embellishments, eppeered colled
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"The Case of the .ntlered Man". It wesn't & bed story but
2t leest he had done better. Anywey, when he had his first
novel published, this was the plot he used, still further
spruced up, but with the same title.

I remember seeing this book when it wes first published
end remember too thet in the publisher's blurb it stated
that the suthor wes 2 well-known writer of boys' stories.

I have an idea thet the book wes not & greet success becsusd
epart from one other, "The Grouser Investigstes", that wes
the lest under his own neme. It elso expleins, I think,
why Brooks is not anxious to get much publicity in connec-
tion with our hobby. For if it beceme generally known thatl
he had been 2 writer for boys it might have an sdverse effect
on his book sales. And who could blame him,

Telking of his books reminds me of something rother
funny. As you know, he writes under two pen nemes. Tell,
should you come across eny of the 2/- editions of his work,
have a look at the beck ccver. On those of Berkeley Grey
will be seen & three-querter view of him, bere-hesded,
weering e sports jecket snd e breezy smile, just £s we saw
hin et the meetings. On those of Victor Gunn, however,
it's e different story. Here he's weering ¢ huge slcugh
het pulled down to his ears, (he's side-feced here, by the
wey), end o meckintosh pulled up to his hat et the back.
T complete the picture he's weering derk glesses end smoking
e dirty grest pipe, end his chin's sticks out like & battle-
ship. Altogether he luoks like something Arthur Joneas
dreemed up for e story in the "Thriller"!l

However, I'm getting right off the treck. In No.310
of the D.\. #ppeered & story which must be unique in boys'
fiction. It was celled "Enter Sexton Blake" snd was a
serielizetion of & pley thet could have been heard on the
wireless et that time. Needless to sey, E.S5.B. wes the
suthor. Surely the only time until the recent television
epic thet & boys! writer had schieved such eminence.

And now, s8till on the subject of Sexton Bleke, let's
go beck # bit in time to the beginning of the Sexton Blrke
ILibrery., Four of the eerlicst stories (namely lst Series
No's 6, 12, 13 & 33) ell came from his pen end elthough th
leck the polish that he ecquired leter (they were writtem i
1918) they hed their full quote of excitement end mystery
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that Brooks knew how to put over so well.

I should imagine that the S.B. Lib. wes not ¢ very
jucretive field,for he only wrote five stories (so far es
I've been sble to trece) in the lst Serdies, six in the 2nd
Series, end only one in the 3rd. Nevertheless, in apite
of the smsll mumber, they're worth reading - if you cen
get 'em.

Did you know thet Brooks wrote other stories of Nelson
Lee outside of the Nelson Lee Lib.? They cen be found in
the peges of the Detective Library, thet rether scerce and
short-lived peper of 1919-20.

as far es I know, e stcry of Nelson Lee eppeered in elll
of the 50 issues but they were mot all by Brooks. One series
concerning "The League of the Five Fingers" end the "Black
vulture" (e women, like the Black Wolf in the N.L.,) reads
1ike G,H.Teed. The cther odd stories could heve been
written by anybedy. However, in the main they were stories]
of Jim the Penman end heve Brook's imprint written gll over
them. The Detective Librery was slightly wider then the
N.L. end very thin peper wes used. It wasn't ¢ very ettrae
tive megezine, very small type beins used snd some of the
drawings, perticularly towerds the end, being atrceious, in
spite of the four-colour printing. Still, the stories were
good end thet's the main thing. For most of the time
Nelson Lee shered the peper with Derek Clyde (probebly re-
prints) end Sexton Bleke, but there wes e serisl of perticud
ler interest to Lee fens. Tt was colled "Nipper et St.
Niniens". It wes, of course, ¢ reprint of the stories by
Mexwell Scott that epperred in the Boys'! Hersld in 1904, or
theresbcuts. Collectors of Scott's writing mey find it
easier to get these D.L's than the Boys' Herald.

And now with emy luck I might be sble to finish off thd
1ist of serisls. I hope they will form 2 useful guide for
you end especielly to the chep who criginelly suggested it.
Here we go then on the lest lap of
THE SERIALS
7nd N.S. 156-161. The Green Button.
3rd N.5. 1- 14. Open Throttle, by David Goodwin.

15-23. Under the Fleg of the Legion,
by John hscott.
That's the lot for this month. Cheeriol
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The Round Table.

It might seem rother strange to be a little
eritical of someone vho has just said a few kind words
about us, but such is the case this month. We are very
pleased to know that lir. Wheeler Dryden, editor of the
printed “Collecting Juvenile Literature" has found plea=ure
in the articles of Talter ebb (C.J.L. Mo 4 page 8) and
trust he will continue to do so. s are hoping that iir,
"lebb will be coming along with further mat erial ere long
by the way. That is the bouquet to us from kire Orydecn,
How the brickbat to hime In the 6 page issuc of CedeL.
Hos 3 iTe Dryden devoted FOUR pages to his editorial, and
the thole of this editorial, with the exception of a short
poaragraph at the end was concerned with his unfotunate
experience vhile he was in England last year. Roaders of
his magazino vill know that he could not find out whore tha
Surbition moeting of the 0.B.B.C. s taking place - whore
Eric Fayno's "Modern School" wms indcod situateds T ecan
quito understand his annoyenece at missing the mecting aftor
travelling across the Atlantie to do 80y but I do not think
it necessary to devote so nany pagoes of his magazine to
a dotailod doseription of his scarch for tho ncoting placeo
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Continuing tho Round T:bleo

Four or five lines of tho vory
closoly printed CuJ.L. would have bean sufficient for this
and the other pages of the magazino could have boen given
over to hobby matterss I can imegine that ire Jrydon is
ehort of matorial at this carly stage in his editorial
activitios, but surcly somcthing could bo donc to give
the magazinc tho flavour wvhich all hobbyists vould expoct.
vhile wo sympathise with tho ainoying experioce of Lire
Drydon ve suggest that in future he devoics less spaco to
his own grievencos and morc to the hobby.

T had hoped to give you a report of the sccond
meoting of tho Soxton Blake Circlo this month, but up to
the time of going te pross I haven't had any information
at nll, in fact the only nmews I havo had this month is a
lottor from 2ill Colecanbe to tho effoct that tho mceting
wms supposed to teke placo at his house in Southend on
tho 19th of April but so far ho had no idea if all or any
of tho mombers wero coming and mentioned the fact that
an 0.DB.BaCe mcoting had boen arranged for the same day.

I this vas the case I m about to throw anothor brickbat.
Suroly some better arrangamonts could havo beon made to
avoid & clash of motingss Isn't lr, Loonard Packmon a
neanber of the Soxton Blake Circle? And docsn't ho have
somothing to do with arrangamonts for 0.B.B.C. mectings?

For tho wmpteonth time since 1927 I have azain road
through one of thc grentest Blako stories of all timo,.
Yos, it wms “The Dlack Abbot of Chong Tu" by the lato GH.
Teode ALl thosc readers vho haven't roand this yarn
ghould endoavour to do so for T think it one of the finost
gtories I havo ovor read and most cortainly it is very
high w in the list of Soxton Blake ndventurcse  Hover
ms the detective and his assistant had to contond with
grooter perils and novor hevo thoy becn so closoly weldoed
togethor as in this splondid gorye. I sholl hove more to
say about the wilack Abbot" lator. Of cowrse you vdll all
know that it appesred in sorisl fom in the UWNION JACK
in the late 1920's. If only Toed were alivo to~dayt How
vividly he would be deecribing events of the modorn world!




T was first introduced to Soxtonm Bloko nbout 30 ye.r
agos  Since thon I heve rond many storios of his rdvent -
ros ond although I havo never boon exnctly a "fan" (my
chief intercst among vhat we so ofton roforrod to as "old
boys books" boing tho school storica) T have alwmys found
a groat intorcst in the yurns. .

I was obout 12 or 13 yoears of age whon I first mct
Soxton Blcko ond Tinkers I was in hospital and ono of my
fallow poiients lent mo a very carly copy of tho "Boy's
Friond Library" cclled, I balicve, somcthing like "Soxton
Blake'g Scerct"s I found thiz most interosting and startep
locking rownd for morc storios of the same chornctorse T
thon found the "Union Jack™ vhich T read quite often uatil
it beeomo "The Dotcetive ‘oakly". I wn sn't o rogular
rocdor so much os one vho kopt in touch Ath vhat wvas agp-
poning = if you know vhat I moans  Sinco then T have bcon
a roador (still, I am afraid, not rogularly, but rather
sposmodically) of the "Saxton Blake Litramy".

I 1ike tho Blako storiose Tt's just that T have
novor had tine to rond as mrny of tha as T wuld vish,
Tou will sco that I am not Bloke oxpert enough to write
the ordinary type of contribution +o Blokiang, but T de hopp
thrt those rather rombling notes will interest rondors of
tho secction They will, at any rato ansvor somc of tho
questions ilnurico Bond asked in the Februnry 1952 ismc of
C.D. ond show that the Blrkiana scetion viould bo grootly
misscd if it wore discontinucd.

I s glad o hoor of the formmstion of the Sexton
Bloke eirclos  Of cowrso, such poiplo aro exports, but
their findings vill be of imtorost 4o many mere laymon 1iks
myselfse The kind of things I would like to know zro
those:-  Uho invomted Sexton Blrke?  And vhion?  How many
outhors have contributed to tho saga? Who has writton
most obout him? T ask about tho nubor of authors bocausa
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I rocontly rond a suggestion of ono hundred ond am sure
that there must bo moro than thats I sat dowm tho other
ovoning to scc howmany I could remeamber and acould rocol-
lcet the nonmos of over 30 withoutany referonco. Of
coursoy I rerliso that thoso namos moy moko a less total
of cctunl authors owing to tho use of pon-nomog, but I
cortainly would hove thought there were moro than the
suggostcd numbor.

Again, porhaps I'p vrong here, but I've got an
impression thaot thoro wns at loast om wonan author among
thane It wms round about tho tine vhon tho "Union Jack®
had o competition for a ncw Soxton Blzko story and I've
@t an impression thot oithor tho winning ontry or one of
the storios publishod round about the somo time wos by o
wonme An I right hero or mve I pot mixed up somo-
vhere?

Ly fovouritc Blake stories?  Woll, I've got no
hesitation hore, ny favourite storios wore those that wore
written by the late Gwyn Evanse Tho style was so refreshd
ing and his characters so reals T remember particularly
the Onion lien series and tho wny in vhich hirs Evons'
contribution of tho Trom sories was linked with his own
soriess Other favouritcs wore tho storios of Goorge
jarsden Plumer, tho Valdo sories and the Wirvana yarns.

T also liked the storics thot cprocored in the "Detective
Woakly" concerning o man rcleased from prison who tried
to got his om Wck on all concerned ith his imprison-
nont by giving them a desc of their ovm nodieino. I
forget the titlos or cuthor.

One little thing puzzles ne. In the first scries
of D.Wa Migol Bloko is introduced s if for tho first timod
Well, in that very first Blake story I ovor resd (the B.F.J]
story I referred to) Blrko was up apgrinst a crook with o
groot fomily resemblance to hinself and it is my inpressior
that it wes a relation. Can anyone explein if this wore
s0?

I have to rely on nenory for nost of my U.J8s etc
destroyed in the blitz.

Wow to tho present day Blako storiess I don't
think that rnany of these ~re to to the old stondord. I
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miss the old characterss It wmm real treat, cbout o yeay
or s0 agos to road one in which Leon Kestrel wns nmemtioned
as one from vhon Blake had 1erod nuch concerning the art
of disguises I was also good to rond, somevhere about the
same time, thnt Tinker had to bo loft to carry on sone
invostigrtion on his own boceuse Blako was off on o
Govornnant nissions This was a little touch of tradition
that I liked wory nuche. -

il e e e e e e e T I

The forogoing foaturo wna contributed by a now friend to
our pagose lre Stanloy Snith of Busingstoke. Obviously
he is ono of us and talkd about all tho things wo talk
about vhen we moet or vhon we correspond. T think thuse
porsonal ronblings naoko up the most intorosting pagos of
Hlgkiana dnd for that reason I am going to suggest that
sorioono writo a short article replying to oll iir, snith's
quorios and, if thoy like, noking suggostions thansolres,
In a lettor lirs Smith asks nony quostions of Blakinng.
Hero are o fows. Hownamy of tho famous charactors wore
finclly rounded up and how many were left in "thin airng
Whet has happenod to tho siall background chornctors ia
the old ke storics? Has Blake stilla privato nuscu?
thero is Mnry Ann Cluppins?

I an going to ask ono of our oldost contributors to
write a roply to this intorosting fosturc by Stanloy Smith
ond hope that ho will be ablo to do so before our noxt
issue goos to pross.

He Mo Bond,

Bt R e e e

LATE NEWS:

Enterprieing Midland 0.B8.B.C, had great
meeting 28th April, with C.H.Chapman, Laurice
Down (last Editor lLiagnet and Gem) and Ien Pack-
man as guests, Report next month,
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SEXTON BLAKZ IN THi: EDVARDIAN ERA. BY WALTHR TiiBB.

Chopter Ten. .
Aftor oll, Blake is a tracker of crininals, not a

huntor of stagse In fairnoss to tho author, howover, it
rust bo aduitted that his story, sot in tho wilds of
Extoory was vory woll writton.

Thero have boen nany coses dealing with Soxton Bloke
on the Turf, bul none bottor than those which nppoared
in the Edwordian ora and written for tho UNMION JACK by
Arthur S, Hordye Thore was "Tho Affair of the Royal Humt

- Cup" (Noa 296); "Soxton Blake, Booknoker® (No. 308);
»The Rocing World" (No. 311); all publishod in 1909;
miarnod Off" (Noe 326) and “"Soxton Blake, Trainor" (Noe
343) , vhich appoarcd in 1910, iiaybo Arthur S. Hardy
wns not quito in tho Nat Gould class, but ho could convey
tho atnosphoro of the Turf ronoarkably woll, and whothor
ho tock you to Newuarkot, to Epson, to Ascot, or to
Goodwoody you roally folt as if you woro actunlly on
thoso fouous courses, mingling with the crowd and watche
ing tho horses flying past the poste Later UNION JACK
gtorios vhich foatured Bloke in a siuilar atnosphore,
tho majority of vhich wero written by Mork Osborno, wore
not nearly so good as those just roforrecd to, at Roast,
not in ny opinion.

It wuld require tho enmtire pages of a C.De. Annual to
go over nore coupletely and satisfactorily those
Edwrdion storios; lirdtation of spaco must nocessarily
cut this swrvey of that poried dom considorably; but
nention nust be nade of ono of tho bost (in my opinion
it tae THE best) Blake advontures vhich appeared in those
quiot, loisuroly doys, tho days whom hanson cabs and hors.
driven bugos wore a fomiliar sighr in the streots and vhen
the first noroplanes ovar built woro just boginning to
£1y through space, to tho thrilling fascination of the
young and tho nervous forebodings of the agede The
Birth of Aviation!  Such was the themo of one of the
finost stories ovar written by Maxwell Scott, which not '
only fortured Sexton Bloke and Tinker,, but Nelson Loe and

Wirmhe Seis 11 will




