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¢/o Centrsl Registry, Northern Command, York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S @HATR

Kind Thought. Ronald Hunter, in far-off Brazil,
seeing my comments some time ago on unpaid Anmual subs.,
thoughtfully suggests a whip-round snd offers & remittence
to stert it. Now whilst I greatly eppreciate the kindly
gesture I 2m going to decline. 'Tis true there are still
sn odd one or two to come in - yes, still - but even if
these bad boys let me down, the loses will now be very small
Two years ago when Clif Beardsell made the same suggestion,

the position wes much more serious. I have not forgotten
whet heppened then ~ you ceme to the rescue splendidly and
wiped the deficit out. If the seme appeal wes mede sgein
I heve an idee knowing whet good friends the C.D. has, you
would go end do more then was necessary this time, snd so,
well, I'd rether not. Thenks s#ll the seme, Ronsld.

Now, whilst on the subject of the Amual, just a word
or two sbout the next one. I'm pleased to sey things ere
progressing. That doughty London Club member, Charlie
Viright, hes been doing & lot of resesrch concerning those
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glemour boys of centurics pest, the highweymen, end a girl
or two, like Storlight Nell, slso. The result - o topping
article. Other stelwarts are et work too; yes, it's taking
shape, for the yvar is getting on. In fect, you'll be
getting the femilier forms next month.

Memories of "Jack North". My article on John Nix
Pentelow brought me # stack of letters, particulerly from
those who had pleasant memories of his Wycliffe stories under
his pen-name "Jeck North". They included two very lengthy
end extremely interesting ones from & "new chum®,

H.G. Burrows, of Valthamstow. Mr. Burrows hed met J.N.P.
yoers ego, end I'11 quote from one of his letters s I am
gure i¢ will interest quite # number.

"In sppecrance, he wes medium to tell, broadly built,
clean sheven, with crisp slowly greying heir. Sperking
softly, he regarded onc with mild, grey-brown eyes, in =a
menner which wes rather dissrming, as in eny bettle of
words I am surv J.N.P. could more then hold his owm.

"Yes, he was editor of the Boys' Reelm (in 1922) and
he lent mc & book he hed written published by fArrowsmith,|
crlled, I believe, "Englend versus mstralia', = history
of Test Metch cricket between the two countries up to theg
First Vorld Ver.

"Pentelow wes born in Huntingdonshire, where he went td
school. He returned to the same school #s & mester
He ectually sterted writing at the tender age of eight,
and wes o successful euthor very eerly ih life. His
cereer o8 & schoolmester did not last very long. I am
not sure whet he turned to next but whetever it wes it
took him & good deel round the countryside end for meny
years scercely ever missed & ericket metch on the
Tiorcester County ground. L1l this time he was turning
out stories for verious pepers, end after 2 while he
retired to ¢ villege in Sussex end made suthorship # fulll
time occupation.

"He was indecd kecn on cr:.cket, snd et the time I met
him he wes @ member of the Middlesex, Sussex, ond Surrey
County Cricket Clubs."

liember of three great cricket clubs! No wonder he
could write sc intimrtely sbout the king of gemes.

Thenks very much, Mr. Burrows. |

N W
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Thot £50 Megnetl My comments lest month quickly
brought & very frenk rnd straightforward reply from the
collector concerned. fLis I hed #n idee might be the cese,
rn enterprising young reporter with ¢ love for big figures
hed misconstrued something that was seid. My correspondent
scys the £50 figure ceme ebout like this - Heering ¢ rumour
thet 2 HMegnet No.l might be for sale the collector 'phoned
the lucky owner snd offered » fiver for it. The men with
No.l replied thet he did not know how the rumour got ebout,
thet he had no intention of perting for £5, and lrughingly
added, Nor £50 either. On being told that the reporter took
it upon himself to say that o No.l was velued ot £50.

TJell, it just shows you how essily these misunderstend-
ings cen erisc, end goes to prove thet therc rre two sides
to the publicity question s som: of our members contend.

I hed to smile, though, over one letter I got in con-
nection with this, however. It come from & member with a
modest collcction of lMagnets. He had scen the erticle, so
ned his wife, #nd she hed been urging him to get rid of them
snd buy o television set! He said it made him feel like
Ted Ray.

However, the errival of C.D. smoothed things out, so
all was well.

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECKENEY .

SLIE Ok EXCH.NGE. 30 copies 3d. Gem 1907, 5/6 cech.

Boys} Fricnd 3d Librerics for Sale or Exchenge. Seversl
green Penny Populers for sele. Two vols. Magnet, cPmplete
for yeers 1918 end 1919. Vill give two copies for one of
13 red Magnet. —“ihite Penny Populers; 244 to 286 mint;-
2/6 erch, dste 1917.

Tiented, 3d Gems 3-37, 10/6 esch offereds Richerd Whorwell
29 Lspinden Rord, Rotherhithe, London, S.E.16.

OFFERS IMVITED for Chums, Volumc 133 Chums 1938, Captein,
Volume 26; "Jeck Herkewsy /mong the Brigends" (bound volume
J .Hepburn, C/o Tielter Willson, Ltd., 4 Yisterlob Nood, Blyth,
Northumberlend.

VILNTED: Hegnots, 1928-1937. M.Lewis, 10 Dudlcy Roed,
Folkcstone, Kent.
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(licte.- in old friund hes trken over this festur: this month,
and ¢ right good job hc hes made of it. - H.L.)

THE LMEN THO “ROTE FOR BOYS
No. 7 -D. HE. P
By Herry Dowler

If you wish your neme to be included in the recognised
reference books where the greet writers of fiction sre listed
it is not sufficient to know & certein subject from L to Z.
It is not sufficient to be a greet authority on e subject.

It is nct sufficient to heve mastered your chosen subjegt to

such en extent that you erc able to write sbout it with quite
extraordinery deteil and trememndous eccursey. This I say is
not sufficient. Vhet you must be sble to do is to write with
quite extraordinery literary power smd criginelity, end mure

knowledge as lmowledge counts for precticelly nothing.

No more striking example of & writer possessing almost
encyclopedic knowledge of the subject matter of his stories
and yet dying #s he lived practic8lly unknown in the literaryl
world, is to be found than D. H. Perry. It is true that some
of his books £re to be fuund in the public libraries, end you|
mey run fcross one when you ere prowling round the second-hand
bookstells, but consult eny reference book you like, search
unrenittingly through old pepers end megezines, #nd ell the
informetion you will glesn — thet is if you sre lucky — is
sbout equel to whet we know sbout Shekespesre.

How, why did o men with such exccptionrl knowledge of the
gubject metter of his stories end srticles, live #nd die prec-
ticelly unknown to the ordinery men in the street? There is
no deubt thet he wes en exceptionelly well-educeted men, an
scknovledged authority om the armies of Burope, and sieeped
in militery history end military grendeur, end one of the
greetest euthorities on Nepoleon end his crmpeigns. Lctors
end artists would consult him for perticulers relating to
uniforms end accoutremcnts, end onc hes only to read his
stories end srticles to reslise that here is ¢ men thet knows
whet he is trlkdng sbout. All his writing wes done in o
studio, the walls of which werencoviered with militery trophies.

\hy then did such & men feil tc get into the literary
pefcrence books, and why throughout his whole writing career
did he remein en ordinery but very populsr boys' story writer,
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grinding out story efter story ot the low rrtes peid for
such work?

His cutput wes simply steggering =nd rlmost defies comd
prehensicn — in sevan yuers he wrote more than two million
words about Robin Hood and his merry mem. For over 50
years he turned out story sfter story, and article sfter
erticle, in ¢1l kinds of papers snd megazines.

There are three reasons thet I cen think of, sny one or
211 of which, will explein why D. H. Parry feiled to hit the
top of the bill, or for thet matter the bottom of the bill,
o8 for s literary recognition by the generel public is
concerned.

1. He mey heve been and probebly wes o man of an ex—
ceedingly reticent neture, end of retiring disposition who
shunned publicity in every form.

2. Early in his cereer he sterted writing for boys, and
except on rere cecesions he kept in this rut prectically 11
his working literary life, and never made eny cffort to get
out of it.

3. Uhile he hed sn amazing end slmost encyclopedic know}
ledge of the subject matter of his stories and articles, s
8 writer purely ond simply, he wes no better ond no worse
then scores of other writers who contributed to the populer
press.

I must edmit that I find it difficult to pen this third
reeson, but in matters litersry it is very difficult to
sssess the velue of o story or article. 8 I write I am
looking et 2 stury by Perry, e 1% poge story, in Vol.l of
Chums about the Frenco-Germen Wer. That is the difference
between sey this story end one of the short stories on the
same subjcet hy the grest Fronch writer Guy de lirupessent?
Even I who mrke no pretensions to scute Iitersry discernment
cen sce there is o1l the difference in the world. Merupesssent
would have condensed Perry's stcry into less then helf the
sprece; the chereeters would live not so much by whet they
seid es by whet they had left unseid; therc would be thet
mervellous snd almost uncenny gift of describing in ¢ few
words whet lesser writers would tcke pages tc do; snd lastly
therc would be thet mervellous lest sentence of lirupessent's
— & fitting conclusion from the hend of the master.
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ind yet — I hesitete again. There is something in
the werk of Parry, et lesst in these short stories of his,
thet fills me with admiretion. I would dearly like to knocw
what Somerset Meugham would say about the respective merits
of the short stories of D. H. Parry in this Vol.l of Chums
and the short stories of Meupaseant.

David Harry Parry ceme from a long line of artists of
the Manchester school. Both his father end uncle were
ertists, and D. H. Parry himself had atudied in ILondon
under Celderon end Julien, snd leter in Paris. eng
peinting seemed to heve a greet fescination for him all his
1ife, end he himself illustrated meny of the articles he
wrote.

In his eerly literary cercer in the lete 80's he wrote
for Cassell's Seturdey Journsl, then for the New York
Hersld, snd then for Answers. Between 1891 end 1895 he digd
a greet deal of work for Chums, especially short stories ang
articles of a military neture.

Under the pen-name of Worton Pike he did s tremendous
emcunt of work for the Lmelgemated Press. No one with the
slightest knowledge of literature, reading "The Red Repiers
wphe Black Dragoons", "Gilbert Nemeless" end meny other
historical stories in the Beys! Friend end similer papers
could feil to realise the touch of the historian and the
militery expert. These tales throbbed with 1life and
verisimilitude.

Sometimes he wrote storics under the nsme of Ceptain
wWilton Bleke, Under this pen-neme he wrote the following
sericl stories: "In the Renks" end "Son of the Sword" in
the Buys' Friend, "Nc Querter" in the Boys! Hereld, end
nphistle and Rose" in the Femily Journal, and there mey
have been others under this pen-neme of which I heve no
record.

He wrote both articles end stories for 211 kinds of
other pepers and megezines I have not previously mentioned
such es Young Folks, Chetterbox, Cassell's Magazine, the
Ceptain, end Checr Boys Cheer, and it is quite possible he
mey heve written under other pen-names or anonymously .

Sometimes he wrote stories which as far as I kmow only
eppeered in bound-book form, and meny of which can still

be found in the juvenile department of our public libreries.

Lmong thesc wey be nentioned "Kit of the Carsbincers",
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wph. Sunken Million", "Sebre znd Spurs" ond "Hussers of the
Tolf".

mongst his more serious work ney be mentioned "Britein's
Roll of Glory" cunteining the records of more than 500
holders of the Viectcrie Cross, end his greet pictoriel work
"Phe History and Costumes of the Regiments cf the British
Lrmy."  He wrote scores of srticles on #£ll kinds of military
metters, cnd especislly on the period of the Napoleonic Jars.
Meny of these erticles he illustrated himself. |

For over 50 years this truly lesrned men poured out
soverel million words: serisl stories, short stories, snd
su forth. He geve countlese hours of heppincss to thousands
end thcwsends of boys end adults, but to precticelly all of |
them hec wes merely @ neme: he wes Morton Pike, or D.H.Panf,
or Ceptrin Tilton Bleke, rnd nothing more. If edded to the
quite remerkable lmovledgeof his subject matter he hed peid
more ettention to literery craftsmanship, end considerably
curtailed his output, hc would undoubtedly heve geined @
nigher plece in the literery firmement.

He wes mo Conen Doyle or Stenley Wcymen: he could not
heve written "Miceh Clerke" or "L Gentlemen of Frence". But
within his nerrow limits D. H. Perry's carccr £8 ¢ writer
hes boen & truly greet onme. Although just e neme to the
majority of his reeders, thousends of boys snd o large
number of sdult readers enjcyed the splundid romences thet
flowed from his virile pen.

He lived o long life end I feel sure 2 happy life. BHe
deperted gquietly from this esrth in Jenuary, 1950, at the
sge of 82 at his Overstrend home in Norfolk, £nd he now
lies quite close to the grey North Ses which he loved so well.

TLNTED: llognets, Gems. Uill exchengc Empire Znnual for
Boys (1912) foer any Greyfriars Holidey .nmuel.

Ien Sheerer, 45 Creigicvar Crescent, lberdeen.

“[ANTED: 014 copies of legnet, Gem, Penny Popular, etc.
Good prices peid. J. F. Bellfield, 24 Grainger Lene,
Credley Heeth, Steffs.

<[.ITTED: ‘ny copics Sexton Bleke Librery written by John G.
Trrodon. Pleese write M. Jeccbs, 459 Commercial Roed,

| Lenlon, B.l. (\rong street number miven 178t month. )
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QUR HOEBY

Gerald Allison

Let cthers keep their foreign stamps, their coins and

matchbox lids,
Put I'11 collect the dear old bocks we read when we were .
kids.

Those were the deys, and@ no misteke, when money hed its

worth
When you could buy six deys e week, the grendest bcoks on !
earth.

The Mervel; Pluck; the old Boys! Fricnd; the Megnet and

the Gem
tihet pepers can the lads buy now you can compare to them?
hnd then there was the Nelson Lee; the good old Union Jeck.
Either of those ecould kmock the flippin' Eegle cn its back!

Lnd think of ell the comics too: the Rainbow, Chips, end
Sparks.

ind Comic Life, and Butterfly, end Lot—o-Fun, end Lerks.

T wish I had e pile here now, six feet high from the ground

I'm sure I should be "Populer", if I could hend them round.

tné now e word of thanks to those whe in the days of yore,
Hed got the commonsunse to store their pepers in ¢ drawer.
Tt's due to them that each of us can heve such hours of Joy
In living over those grand timee he had when just & bey.

Besides the books themselves of course we £lso have the Clul
I'm sure we get & lot more fun, then th'chaps who visit pub
Ou'r meetings are such greet effairs, where friendship reigns

supreme,
Lnd whet 2 lot of noise there is when we all let off steam!

Preise too for Herbert Leckenby, end for his grend"C D"
Viithout that, helf the hobby's joy would quite be g‘o?gr'r =i

I'm sure we all would like to give our thenks to th'led frof
York,

tho enterteins us with his meg, and elso with his telk.
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Lest, but not leest, I wish to thenk the smell but chosen
§ few,
thho first thought of th' 0.B.B.C. I'm sur¢ they little kmew
Just how good their ides wes. 7/ell, now we've brenches
five
In Englend. Success to us a2ll! Long mey we live end thrivel
—000—
(Note.- Yes, it's still spring, the time for poets, but I
don't think onyone will say rude things sbout Gerry's effoert.
Blushingly, my blue pencil did hover over the sixth verse,
but. being only humen, I let it go. - H.L.)

MY MIDLAND VISIT

Ey Leonerd Packmen

Hoving been invited by the Midland Brench of the 0.B.B.C.
as 8 guest et their "first yeer's birthdey perty", I arrive
at mid—dey at Birminghsm station to be met by the Cheirmsn'
wife, Medge Corbett. I hed elresdy been bricfed es to her
sppearence, but es soon es I obserbed e "Gem" prominently
displayed under s ledy's arm, nothing else was really
necessary!

My hostesg piloted me through very pleasent surroundings
to & resteurent. Here I found eweiting me Mr.C.H.Chepmen,
whom I hed previously hed the pleasure of meeting in London,
Peter Mellor, the Revd. A, G. Pound, 2nd, & greet end
delightful surprise this, Mr. C. Meurice Down, editor of
the Gem and Megnet for meny years. Ncedless to say, we
were soon ell engeged in enimatel ccnversetion spperteining
| to

Lfter lunch,Jeck 2nd his wife, Mr. Chapmen, Mr. Down
and myself went by cer to Bunter Court (49 Glyn Ferm Road,
Quinton), this being Jack's eddress. No sconer had we set
down then the Press errived (Birminghem Post). Heving
bomberded us with questions and teking e pheto they depesrted
- snd in ceme the B.E.C!

1 recording wos then teken of & short discussion on
Billy Bunter, Herry Vherton, Gussy end Furree Singh, upon
completion of which the recorcing wes plryed over for us 40
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hear our own voices, but I must confess I did not recognise
owal

Heving disposed of the B.B.C., we settled down to & ree
good talk un authors, srtists and papers; in fact every-
thing that makes our hobby the delightful subject that it isj.

Then followed an excellent high tea which would have
made Billy Bunter's eyes gleam behind his spectacles to
behold, and more than even he could have put away!

hfter tea I took the opportunity to beg some autographs, °
and then we all made our way to the venue of the Perty. Yo
will reed elsewhere cf this grand function, but I derived
much setisfaction in meeting quite a few chums with whom I
had been corresponding for some time. Two of them in
perticular have been "Good Samaritsns" to my wife in help:
to complete her "Union Jeck" collection, so I thus had &
double reason for being very happy to meet them in the flesh.

Following speeches by our two celebrities, I said my
little piece. I thanked them for their nice reception of
the representative of the London Club, and as it had been
snnounced that I was the Founder of the Club I mede it very
clear thet my old friend Robert Blythe, of Nelson Lee fame,
had Founded the 0.E.B.C. jointly with me, snd that he was
equally entitled to any thenks end credit that mey be con-
gidered due. I made speciel reference to him becsuse I
ccnsider his neme and the pert he has played in whet has
grown to be an increasingly-lsrge circle, hss been too much
in the background.

Lles, all good things come to en end, and et 10.30 p.m.
Jack snd his wife escorted Mr. Down end myself to the hotel
wherein rooms had elready been bocked for us by them for
the night.

The following morning, Mr. Down and myself hed & welk
81l round the town. I took the opportunity to esk my kind
friend e number of guestions pertaining to the hobby in the
hope of sequiring scme information. I fcund him most
willing end obliging, .snd thamks to his kKindness I learnt &
1lot I desired to kmow,

Those of you who heve read Frenk Richards! hutobiogrephy
¥now thet Mr. C.id. Dovm-was the gentlemen on whom the i

1.d
.|

Hon. h.h. D'Arcy wes modelled, and I hope Mr. Down will te
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it #s 2 compliment when I say thet he was undoubtedly the
jdesl model! Though he did not sey 'Jeally, deah boy".

Having been accumpenied by the Hon. Arthur ‘ngustus to
the station, I most regretfully seid goodbye and duly caught
my train to London, srmed with copius of the Birminghem Post
and Gagette 88 souvenirs of a2 most happy visit to the
Midlands.

Thenk you, Jeck end Mrs. Corbett, Mr. Chapmen, Mr.Down
and ell Midlend friends. Mesy London have the opportunity
of reciprocally welcoming you sometime in the future.

FOR SalE: Collectors' Digest, November 1948 to current
issue. Complete in mint condition. 1/- each. ALlso
assorted lct of Gems end Populars, 1/- esch. S...E. fcr
list.

Wented: Magnets 1549-1555. Good condition essentisl -
exchenges considcred. J. A. Bolend, College Histcricel
Sociewy, Trinity College, Dublin University, Eire.

VOLUME Nelson Lee, 1 to 25 dete 1933; Green Penny Populerss
sale or exchange; Photo Bits, Sketchy Bits, Photo Funs,
date sbuut 1908, 1/6 eech.

“jented: #d. Gems 3 and 37, 10/6 esch offered. No.2 ld.
Gem, St.Jim's Plucks, 10/6 each .ffered. Wented: Goms,
Megnets, Union Jacks. Vhet offers for 4d. Empirc Librery
of Gordon Gry, new condition.

Richerd Whorwell, 29 hspinden Roued, Rotuherhithe, London,
S.E.16.

THE PLSSING OF REG HUDSON
(I received many letters as & result of my tribute last
month. The extract below is typical of the others. - H.L.)

4 Dee Street,Liverpcol 6

Dear Herbert,
I was interested in your article on poor Reg; the lest

time we weretogether it was just es you mentioned; the meet-

ing in City Squere, 2 snack et Lewis's, end the stroll to

de Perk oeg. It's hard to realise it cen never hsggen
Lg,e 3 my lest recollection of him was when he cime h me
to the trem-stop on the Sunde¥.rnd s» - he would be gled te
heve me cgein :nytime. I won't s.on foric

e m.
sinccrely, ¥ILUIK C.SE.
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HAMILTONIA

Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

Thet stsunch Mesgnetite, Jonsh Barrington of the "Sunday
Chronicle", had more to say mbout the television series the
other Sundsy. Under the heading "He's Not 'Queite Naice'™
he let a B,B.C. very important person have it thus.

"IV's Billy Bunter is in denger; despite the enormous
popularity of the initiel Bunter series, ome or two B.B.C
high-ups have decreed he's not 'quite neicet.

Tthen I esked a very senior officiel how soon Bunter and
his Greyfriars clums would be baeck he replied: 'My dear
chep, the matter's not even under comsiderstion.'

Strenge, becsuse when I tcok & ballct on March 30th
the response in favour of e revivel wee (as Remset Singh
would sey) 'terreefic'.

So, if viewers, young or old, ever went to see Bunter
and his chums agein, it's no good writing to me or to
Miss Joy Heringtom, whc is, after 211, only the show's
producer.”

Geod for Jonsh Barrington. He deserves a better

Christisn name,

—0—U—C—
Lnd here's e lsugh. On A4pril 28th Bill Mertin hed &
letter in the "Daily Mirror's" "Iive Letters" column. In it
he set & riddle: "3/- grose a century egu, same price todey"
For the first ccrrect snswer from scmeone under sixteen he
offered 8 copy of the "hutobiogrephy of Frenk Richerds" es
e prize. The folluwing morning her eceived this letter.
hpril 28/52.
Deer Mr. Mertin,

Whoopsi! Neerly 100 telegrems, end more than 50
telephone cells thie morning.

The first correct emswer — farthings - ceme on the
telephone to the office et 7 c'clock from Miss Heather
Glendon, 49 Coniston Roed, Tottenhem, end she is the
winner for your copy of Frenk Richerds' sutcblography .

Sincerely, Edwin Redford,
Editor, Live Letters.
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Bill elsc told me his own letter-b.x wes chcked thet
morning. Looks as if quite a lot of people wanted the
Autcbiography -

The editcrs commented on the big rush a day cr two
Jeter and said they hed given some Magnets to a boy who
delivered a letter in the early morning. Very nice of them.

s will be seen from reports «n other pages, the Midland
Club hed a greet time on the occasion of their birthday party
on Lpril 28th. Ve must hand it to them for their enterprise
in heving Meurice Down ss guest, together with C.H. Chapman,|
tc say mothing of our own porsonslity - Len Packman.

The cvent got quite e lot of spece in the local pspers
including some fine photographs. -

Leeording to the "Birmingham Gazette" Mr. Dovm seid in
reply to questioms et the party:

"Eoys! papers never cerried many sdvertisements and it
was that which decided thgt Bunter should go when news-—
print became very short.

wgtories? We lived practicelly from woek to week -
we hed to — and only sbout two episodes were in hand
when the blow fell. (hetuelly four sccording to our
records. — H.L.)

nBunter was certeinly not selling at its best when we
stopped publicetion, but he wes still selling."

Later Mr. Down tuld the Birminshem Gezettoe:
wI think Bunter snd the "Megnet" will never ccme back.
They've hed their day. Youngsters nowadays scem t»
went jet propulsion, not those rather quiet, hebit-
forming school stories.

Tt is perheps & pity, but efter 211, the fat 1sd had
a good run."

Tiell, sedly, thet seems to give the answer to the
nunercus devotees who write to me asking me why the 4.P.
don't republish the old stories. There's no scntiment in
business end one has only to lock at the women's pepers 1o
see thet e peper for boys could not possibly compete where
sdvertising revenue is conecrned. e have to remember too
thet precticelly ell the links with the lagnet et Flcetwey
H.use have been broken,fur twelve yucrs hove pessed since
—the fatel dey.
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And now to cheer us up is another of Roger Jenkins'
thoughtful and popular reviews of the days when the lisgnet
was in its heyday. .

THE FINEST PERIOD OF THE MAGNET

By Roger M. J enkins

It is elways difficult to be impartisel in deciding
exactly which is the best period in the history of e paper,
especially if it happens to be a psper which one read in
cne's youth. It is always difficult, that is to say, to
avoid mixing sentiment with good judgment. The snsweT
wkich most people would give to the question "What is the
finest period cf the Magnet?" would, I think, depend mainly
on the age end teste of those who enswered. For my own
part, I mst confess that it is the period 1934/1935 thet I
enjoyed resding most as & boy, which was roughly the time I
first begen to take the Magnet. Nevertheless, the fact
thet I wes then at an impressionsble age snd highly delighted
with the stories of the time does not in itself make it the
best period of the Megnet. I think the only way to ettemp
to snswer this guestion satisfactorily is to review the whole
cereer of the Magnet as would be dene by scmeone who had
never reed a Greyfrisrs story until the Magnet hed closed
down. What wculd he make of all these thirty-two years of
Herry Wharton & Co's sdventures?

Let me say Tight swey that I doubt whether the early
red-covered era would even win a heat in this fierce competi-
tion. These early stories I admit are fresh and charming;
they shew great imaginstion and promise of better things ¢
come. The spindly-legged juniors in the accompanying
{11ustrations ideelly metched the g irit of the stories.
w®uf if the ilwmat had come to en.end. in its redscovered aeys,
I acubt whether many col‘IeEtf:n-a in the fear 1952 would be
much concerned about the early numbers of a paper that
sterted ite career forty-four years 8go. No, I think it
cen justly be cleimed that, from em impertisl point of view,
these eerly stories are cnly of historicel interest.

The next period ome might, for the sake of conveniancel
teke es being the age of blue ink on white covers which begen
in 1915 end ended in 1922. This wes en importent period in
the histcry of the Magnet. It covered the crucial period 1
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of the paper shortage in 1917, and the time when scores of
boys' papers closed down sbout 1920. The period alsc marked
a significent chenge in the writing of the Magnet. Tihile
the vast majority of the stories were single umits, never-
theless the readers were beooming accustomed to having s
smell series now end agein, like the barring-out sgeinst
Jefferies or the episode sbout Tom Redwing who first ceme
to Greyfriars under the nsme of Clavering. There is also,
in the style of writing, slmost a modern note. 1908 may
seem yeers ago, but when reading the stories of 1918 most
of the stories scem much more recent in style. As with
the writing, so with the cherscters. Billy Bunter,
especially, scquired thet touch of artfulness combined with
stupidity that mark him out as the Bunter we sll kmow so
well. It was in Magnet No.715 thet he pretended to be
blind in order tc escape lessons, and triedtc touch
Mr.Quelch's stony heart by seying psthetically "I shall
never hear the birds singing in the trees again." There is
no doubt thet the Megnet wes up end coming in those days,
but there were still better thinge to come.

The third period I propose to teke as being the one
from the beginning of the mlti-coloured covers to the end
of the 'twenties.  This was & mixed period indeed. The
carly pert was meinly stories written by substitute writers,
yet the dullness of these imitations only serves to enhence
more brilliantly the merit of the gemuine Hemilton stories
of the period. find what grend series therc were - the
first Herry Vherton v. Mr. Quelch series, Bunter Court, the
Sehsra Desert trip, the de Costa serics, the cruise tc the
South Sess — while towsrds the end, what shall be pick out -
the Treil of the Trike or the trip to Hollywood when Billy
Bunter blackmeiled his wey on to the films? There is no
doubt thet this wes the timc when the series reslly came
into its ovm, end, however much we mey enjoy & single story
herc snd there, Wwe must admit that s well-belanced series
of seven or eight numbers still mske the most enjoyable f
of Greyfriars stories from the point of view of a coullector.
puring the late 'twenties the juniors were still wearing
Eton collers, but this wes reslly the only connexion with
1908. The style of writing had resched its pcck in the us
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of witticisms, Classicel sllusions, end similes, T/hile I
doubt whether this was the finest period in the history of
the Magnet, I think there is much t> be said for Judeging it
to be the runner-up.

The sward for the finest period must, I think gc to th
period 1930-1935. Everything scemed to conspire to further
the success of the Magnet at this time. The substitute
writers were retired for good; Charles Hemilton devoted
his whole time to writing Greyfrisrs stories, to the exclu-
sion of St.Jim's and Rookwood. And it was mbout this time
that the suthor's ayesight begsm to fail, thus putting a
stop to his continentel trips and enabling him to think
solely of Greyfriars. At thie time also, the meke-up of
the Megnet wes at its peak. The frong cover acquired & new
jeuntiness with the passing of the 'twentles, while inseide,
kr. Chepmen's illustrations reached a height he never him—
self excelled, especielly during the early 'thirties. The
ebendonment of Eton jeckets for blazers struck e modern note
which mede everything sbout the Magnet seem refreshing and
new. But above all, the stories themselves - what & grand
treat the reeders hed! Whether it was the foreign series,
like the Chine series, or the trips to Egypt end Africa, or
the fabulour holidsy in Rome with Bunter the Billioneire -
or whether it was an English series, like that sbout Len-
cester, or the Greyfriars berring—out ageinst Mr.Brander, ox
Harry Vharton in trouble as the Swot of the Remove and
later in disfavour with his form-mester agein, or the Smedley
Series, the Hildng Holidsy, the Greyfrisrs Secret Society
with Mr. Prout as headmaster, the Portercliffe Hall Holiday,
or the best of them all, the Stecey series - it wes Charles
Hemilton st his best. This type of series writing became
8o pronounced at this time that in 1934 there was only one
story which did not form part of a series. I think most
collectors will agree, however much they cherish & senti-
mental effection for some other time, thet there wes nothing
to excel -the period in the Magnet from 1930/1935.

&8 for the last five years' existence of the Megnet,
well anything would seem to be an anti-climex efter the
Stecey series, and Cherles Hemilton was not destined to climb
quite as high es that sgein in the remeinder of the Hagnat'1

career, though the very laast story of 211 showed @ glimpse
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of the old fire. But verious circumstances now combined

pgeinst perfection. Billy Dunter acquir.d a position in

the stories which some think over-prominent at the time the
Megnet csme to be celled "Billy Bunter's Own Peper". The
Greyfrisrs story ren from cover to cover, a tribute to the
suthor, but nevertheless it made the stories just & bit too
long. The coloured covers geve wey to ones of bleck print
on selmon—coloured peper. In eerly 1939 the.chepter numbers
were omitted, the drewings seemed to lack the finish they
hed had seven years carlier, the print got bigger, snd, when|
the wer sterted, the peges were rcduced, which mgade the

series — like the one sbout Mr.Lemb - seem too long. But
not everything declined. On the whole, the storics kept
up @ good aversge. Tracy wes en interesting diversiom,

while Crocker wes emusing. Indeed, there were two series
at this time which were first-rate, one of these being the
Certer series which is the wittiest one Charles Hemilton ever
wrote, end the other being the Tieter Lily series sbout thet
glorious trip down the Thames in the last of all the pre-

War summers. But good es these undoubtedly were, I think
thet, on the whole, nothing cculd beet the period 1950/19}5,
end I think there will be # greet deal of support for
labelling this ere es the finest period in the Megnet.

TEE LACZST TOM LECRY BCCKS

The two .pril issues uf the new Tom Merry books sre
well up tc the hich stonderd set bv this excellent series.
Yertin Clifford, iu these naad btales, we-inticduces two of
the less populer cheracters on the St.Jim's steage. It is
e 1little difficult to see why Trimble,— never an ettractive
cheracter,— should be brought teck on tc the scene efter
being ebsent for eo long. Neverthelcss, "Trcuble for
Trimble" is well worth reeding. The theme is not perticu-
lerly originel, but the yern hes one or two new twists, is
wittily end breezily written, end is e gonerally satisfsac-
tory dish.

The welcome to Skimpnle s#fter & long sbsence is perhapsg
e little wermer then thet to Trimble. Hc is an improved
Skimpole in "Skimpole's Snepshot™. The irritatin- svesms
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of Determinism are asbsent, end we see Skimmy 28 a keen but
cranky scientist. Lctually Menners is the "featured
pleyer" in the story, end though the plot has been used
before with this same character, it is a2 heppy little yarn,
which swings along brightly from start to finish.

I wonder why Mertin Clifford hes retesined the un-
impressive new boy, Jimmy Ridd, on the St.Jim's stage which
ie elreedy rather overcrowded.

Though it is a little unresl to see Mr.Chapmeni®
illustreting Tom Merry snd Gussy, it is grand to welcome
this fine artist back to the fold.

Everybody seems to sgree thet the Tom Merry series is
excellent value in every wey. These books deserve grest
success. Is there snything that esch one of us cen do to
help the sale of the series, and so meke them permenent?
It will be rather tregic if they feil for lack of general

Magnet Titles {contd.)

"S" denotes "Substitute".

916, Billy Bunter's Bolt. 917, Bunter Caught.

918 (5), Rival Osrsmen. 919 (8), Schoolboys versus Pros.
920 (S), Fishy's Heir-Reising Stunt. 921 (S), The
Greyfriers Film-Fens. 922 (S), The Bounder's Way.

923, Brother end Prefect. 924, The Scapegrace of the
Third. 925, His Brother's Burden. 926, The Ceptein's
Election. 927, The Vhip Hend. 928, Captein end Tyrant.
929, The Worst Form at Greyfriers. 930, The Rebels of
Creyfrisrs. 931, Loder's Lest Chance. 932 (8), Fecing the
World. 933 (S) From Greyfrisrs to Borstal. 934 (S) Bowling
Out Bunter. 935 (S) Coker's New Yerr's Resolution.

936 (S) Quelchy's Queer Adventure. 937 (S) The Prefect's
Plct. 938 (S) The Hend of en Enemy. 939 (S) Beck to the
Fectory Agein. 940 (S) The Hidden Foe. 941 (S) Billy
Bunter's Legacy. 942, The Mystery of the Heed's Study.
943 (S) h Feud with the Fourth. 944,(S) Fish's Debt Col-
lecting bgency. 945, A Ster of the Circus. 946, Pedrillo
st Greyfriars. 947, The Circus Schoolboy. 948, Righting 8
Wrong. 949 (5) The Temptation of Peter Heseldenc.
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OILD BOYS' BOOK CLUB

Icndon Section. Cherry Place. Wood Green. Msy 1Bth.

4 record sttendence had 2 very pleasant surprise es
both Gerald Campion, TV's Billy Bunter, snd C,.H. Chapmen
were in ettendance, thenks to the efforta of Bob Whiter.
Another visitor for the first time wes Jim the Penmen sliss
Jim Sutcliff of Pitsea, Essex. Geoffrey Hockley, New
Zealend member, hit on the eppropriste title when he had
it celled "The Brotherhcod of the Happy Hours", 28 e wonder-
ful time wee had by all. The TV Billy Bunter was ¢ very
popular visitor, he knows his "Masznets" and gave a very good
account of his recent telecast. He signed numercus suto-
grephe and wes rather emaszed at the enthusiasm that therc
is for the old books. Beth he and Mr. Chepmen got slong
together fine. Cheirmen Len was in his best form and so
was E. Reynolds with the cetering end & very fine quiz.

Bob Blythe, novt to be outdone by Bob Whiter's fine Grey-
friare effort last month, produced & very fine map of the
Surroundings of St.Frank's end geve a fine talk on the sub-
ject. This went down well with the "Permen" snd the other
Lee supporters end was enjoyed by the rest of the company
including Roger Jenkins who efterwerds gave e good reeding
about e Rookwood adventure. The quiz devised by E.Reynolds
was won by Bob Whiter, second was (.Wallis, third wes Len
Packmen, Chearlie Wright ¢nd Roger Jenkins. The Rececourse
Lhdventure quiz resulted in Cliff and Dob first, and Ron
Deecon end Cherlie Uright third. Pull of good heppenings
the evening sped tc its close end efter Mr.Chepman hed
enswered meny questions with intelligent enswers the time
ceme to wend our various ways home. A fuller report of
the heppy hours will be given on the monthly club news
sheet which will be sent to 211 members.

June meeting et 12 Ashburnhem Plaece, Greenwich, London,
5.E.10, on the 15th.

Northern Scctivn

Meeting, 239 Hyde Perk Roed, Mey 10th, 1952.

Te hoi 3
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en illness, alsc to Herry Dowler, with us ageain efter &
considersble intervel. There wes & muster of 20 in ell.

Gerry Allison reveeled that £14 hed been spent in
books during the month, nevertheless we had still £10 in
hend. The books included & complete set of C.D's and
Annuels, poor Reg Hudson's collection, snd these would be
gvaileble to members. Gerry also gave & glowing sccount
of the London trip.

Then ceme Tom Hoppertoh's talk, "The First end the
Best", a provocative title, for it referred to the Gem
which in the presence of a number of Magnetites seemed to
be eskdng for it. Nevertheless, in that confident style
of his he built up 2 good cese, contending thet St.Jin's
hed e lerger end better variety of characters then Grey-
friers. Vhen Tom championed D'Arcy I glanced ecross at
Vera, thet doughty defender of Msrk Linley and Co. Surely
enough there was the light of battle in her eyes, end when
the discussion opened she let it be kmown in no uncertain |
feshion thetshe"did not like D'Arcy" end wes gtill feithfull
tu the Megnet. Others had things to s&y, S0 much so that
it wee found the tea was getting cold. Altogether an
enjoyeble hour.

Next meeting, June 14th. Herry Stables will give his
postponed telk, "The Saga of Deedwood Dick". 01d timers
please note.

MIDLAND SECTION

First Birthdey Perty. T.ymsend Club.  Birminghem

L gathering of forty, yes, forty welcomed the three
ster gucsts, C. H. ChepmZan, C. Msurice Down,end Leonsrd
Peckman, on april 28th. It was 8 huge success from
beginning to end. 48 will be seen from reports elsewhere,
there were seversl fine reports in the locel papers,
the B.B.C. was in evidence. In addition, George Smallwood
brought his recording unit, with the result thet all the
speeches were recorded.

Mr. Down spoke first, snd then invited questions, an
offer that was teken edventsge of in no uncertein fashion.

Mr. Chepmen elso had & grest owetion, and devoted most
of his time to & description of his visit to the maestro ON
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on the occasion of the opening of the television series.

Len Packman, who had slready been bombarded with
questions and requests to see his famous scrap-books, gave
a most interesting account of how he and Bob Blythe hed
formed the London Club, of meny things that had happened
since and the personalities he hed met. He slso gave many
useful tips which were carefully noted.

Meny toasts were drunk, including one proposed by
Ted Davey to Jack Corbett our Chairman. Maybe you had had
a lot of "Mrs. Mimble's Pop", so we forgive you for gener-
ously referring to Jack Corbett as Founder of the Club,
because you, Ted, was one of the twenty-four who founded
the Midland Section in April 1951.

L grend and memorsble evening ceme to an end with the
singing of kuld Leng Syme.

The Rev. #nd Mrs. Pound agein kindly pleyed host to
M¥r. Chaspman.

Next meeting, June 30th.

MERSEYSIDE SECTION 4th Mey, 1952

There was an excellent sttendsnce et this meeting which
opened £t B p.m.

The cheirmen geve a brief summary of section progress
guring the pest menth, end seid he wes sure the members must
feel gratified st the heslthy stete of the lilrary, to which
additions are constantly being made.

The secretery then resd the mimutes, and submitted thel
financisl report, which wes unanimously approved. Then to
the lighter side, in the form of two quizzes: an individual
end e teem quiz, devised by Webster ifinor and Mejor respec-
tively, end the company were soon involved in some hard
thinking, not unmixed with humorcus asides. George Timmi:
won the individusl quiz, which pleased everybody, 88 he hes
been very close on previocus occasions. The teem quiz wes
won by Jim Vielsh, George Simpson end Geo. Timmins; this wes
8 very close victory, es only one point separsted esch teem.

The evenin; hed been so plessent that 21l were sorTy |
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to sec it end, which it did with the library business;
this, incidentally, was & record for loans and receipts.
Thanks ere due to Bill Horton, our librarien, for the very
officient job he is doing. Meeting closed 10.50 p.m.
Next meeting: Sundey, lst June.
F. CASE,
Secretary. .
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LUSTRALASIAN BRANCH

The third meeting of the Australesien brench of the
0.L.B.C. was held on Fridsy, 11th Jenuery, et the Victorian
Railways Institute. Chairmen, Don Wicks, declered the
meeting open ot 8.30 p.m.

After the mimutes of the second meeting hed been read
rnd confirmed, the Secretary rose end delivered his first
report. He stoted thet the Club's position was extremely
satisfactory in all ways. Not only wes it on a sound
T B R e S Lol L
pefore conclusing he brought to the notice of members that
the perent body in London proposed to issue lepel badges
if sufficient support was forthcoming for the idea. This
report was accepted by the meeting, end the proposel cf the
London branch supported It weas directed that the Secret
should communicete this support to the Secretary of the BT
London brench end et the seme time express the thenks of
the meeting to him for his erticle published in the news
letter.

Club business having thus been concluded, & round tebl
discussion wes held upon the respective merits of Greyfriars
end St. Jims. 48 usuel this resulted in a win for the
former, tut it wes fclt that the supporters of the letter
might heve made & better showing hed their leeder,

Tom Dobson, been present.

Lt the conclusion of the debate it wes decided thet
members should eech prepere £ peper upon their favourite
Hemilton cheracter. Those suggested were Miss Stevens,
Herry Vhertong Tom Wicks, Horsee Coker; Jim Morrells,
Hr. Quelch; Tom Dobson, Tom Merry; end litece Methews,
3illy Bunter. It was also decided that Gordon Kirby shoull
write the mein article for the next issuc of tho n"‘“"la@'
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THE NELSON LEE COLUMN

A1l communications to Robert Blythe,
46 Carleton Road,Holloway, London,N.7.

I'm takdng a back seat this month while an old hand
tekes over. &

If there's eny spece left et the end I'11 add some
more titles —~ if not, I'm afreid youfve had it agsin until
next month!

LEEF LECTIONS
By Leonsxrd M. Allen

The lest few months have produced quite 2 lot of
criticism of our auther, E.5.B., but most overlook the feect
that his stories were written for juveniles only. Thilst
the euthentic school stories of Richard Bird, Gunby Hadath,
Hylton Cleever, R.A.H. Goodyear were end will always be my
fevourites, I still find the St.Frenk's yerns e refreshing
contrast. I remember my pels end I fervently wished thst
our school would one dey be flooded or provide a gient bon-
fire. We had 8 perfect setting, for at the end of World
Wier 1, the entire esteblishment wes moved en bloc to an old
country mansion cn the outskirts of the city. Completely
surrounded by the E.S5.B. high wall there were also mysteri-
ous cellars end stebles but, best of all, a Tower. Nuedless
to sey, ell these were thoroughly investigated, but our only
rewerdes were wheckers and impositions, Our ardour was thusd
gomewhat demped snd we confined ourselves to identifying
scholars end mpsters with the St.Frank's cheracters, com-
mencing with e Russian master who was the most obvious
suspect as a spy. Indefetigeble as we were, however, we
feiled to detect any sign of epprosching madness in the
Headmester.

Ahlthough Brooks hed meny originel idees with his
scholars he did introduce severel cherscters thet hed close
resemblence to esdult writers'! crestions and the stories
were none the worse for thet. In @ reply to an enguiring
reader he steted thet P. G, Yodehouse, Wider Heggerd,
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H.G. Wells and Conen Doyle were his favourite authors.
Viodehofise was certsinly responsible for Glenthorne, Phipps
end Browne, one does not require Lee's deductive powers to
trece the connection with Wooster, Jeeves end Psmith, or
the "Lost World" plots with the other suthors.

weldo, however, was founded on fact, strange 88 it may
seem. He was somewhet temtetively introduced om Dec. 28,
1918, in the Union Jack, title of the story “Waldo, the
wonder Men". Ls a cirous strong men his emesing perform-
ance in the ring wes challenged by.s scepticel Tinker, who
was soon convinced of Weldo's powers. Taking to crime he
wes successful in eluding cepture although E.S.D. sent Lee,
Bleke and both assistants on his treil. The suthor mentiong
in 8 fout-note et the conclusion of the story thet, accord-
ing tc "The Lancet" there wes an actual cese on record of &
men who could feel neither pein, cold nor hest. He would
hold & burning match ageinst his skin, and then carelessly
pick off the cherred epidermis, without feeling the slight-
est pein. Valdo did not have meny encounters with Nelson
Lee but, after his reformetion, he sent his son elong to
St.Frenk's as a scholar. hlthough Stenley Weldo possessed
meny of his fether's amaging quelities he wes not # conspicH
uous success end soon faded Sntu the beckground. 0ld men
Wialso st the time was fully occupied straightening out the
sffeirs of a corrupt fcotball club, Middletown Rovers vie
Loys' Friend Librery (2nd) 445 even going to the extemt of
playing centre-forward. Most E.S.B. fens will agree thet
the Wonder Men wes the suthor's most enduring cherscter, fox,
today he is still a best seller with Collins, slightly
diluted perheps, &s Nurmen Conquest.

Glencing through some copies of "Pluck" I was surprised
et the number of fevourite charecters featured st verious
times. Bleke, Tinker, George Mersden Plummer, Will Spesring,
Huxton Rymer snd many others greced its peges in sddition t
short stories of Lee and Nipper. This now somewhet neglectqd
peper wes revived in 1922 by the Amslgemsted Press and eftey
8 fow weeks St.Frenk's wes introduced. The story wes @
seriel entitled "The Kidnepped School" and concerned the
Remove 88 usual, end their edventures when abducted by &
eriminal geng for rensom. This yarn was republished in the
Boys! Fricnd Li‘;.rr.r_,r vleven yeors later in two volumes,-—
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wrhe Kidnepped Remove" and "The St. Prank's Castewsys".

We have often been told that suthors when in doubt
wrote e berring-out and generslly this was successful, but
judging by the recent ballots more original stories topped
the poll. I doubt if eny school had more rebellions than
St. Frenk's, possibly the Governors were to blame, they
certeinly had 2 fleir for pelecting tyrents and other
gubious characters as masters, but the most populer seriss
during the hey day of the Lee wes the Ezras Quirke effort.
This was republished in the Schoolboys' Own Library end, &8s
& result of populer demand, Brooks re-introduced the
cheracter in the First New Series. These stories, however,
hed not the same sppeel and that was the last of Ezra Quirke.
1t would be interesting to leern reeders' favourite St.Franka
geries; the top of my list is the Stage series, the last
in the smell issue of the peper. This ran from Numbers 561
to 568 end was sn originsl plot for a school storyj Brooks
introduced humen interest but egein pendering to populer
demend, leid on the Hsndforth & little too thick,

Strange policy of the Amalgemated Press, after eight
yeers continuous writing of the Lee stories, Edwy Seerles
Grooks was introduced es the suthor by neme, although
seriels credited to his pen nsme, Robert W. Comrade, had
alreedy eppeered. L whole page was given to the matter
emphasising B.S.B.'s reluctence to be exposed. (sic)
Evidently the asnnouncement proved popular with readers, for
2 few weeks leter the suthor's photogrsph eppeared although
the stories were still credited to Nipper only. The pub-
1ishers, however, soon rectified this and, in due course,
this publicity wes further enhanced by the popular "Between
Ourselves" feature with photos of & reader end the suthor
heading the column each week, One wonders what has
happened to these subsecribers, rerely is the curtein lifted
by finding e femiliar name.

Titles
2nd New Series
No.71l, High Jinks at St. Franks. 72, St.Frank's at the
Derty. 73, Hends off the Heed. 74, Hendy's Hidnight
Copture. 75, St.Frenk's under Canvas, 76, Tho Open fir |
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Herves, 77, Peril Camp. 78, His Majesty of the Remove.
79, The Kidnaspped King. 80, The Bandits of Cercnis.
81, The Mountain Tyrent. 82, Prisoners of the Pess.
83, Through the Enemies' Lines. B84, For Lesgue end Cup.
85, The Spoil-sport of St. Frenk's. 86, The "Live-wire"
Rebela. 87, The Battle of St. Frenk's, 88, The Wrong
Mr. Wright. 89, The Bleck Hend et St. Frank's.
90, Hendforth's Good Deed. 91, The Riddle of the Seven
Sters. ' 92, The Curse of Osre. 93, The Menaced Schoolboy].
94, Handforth the Guy. 95, St. Frenk's in Disgrace.
96, Pep for the Saints. 97, The Schoolboy Recketeer.
98, The Vhispering Peril. 99, The Castle of Terror.
100, The Well of Doom. 101, The Man in Bleck. 102, The
House of Secrets. 105, The Mystery of the Smugglers' cave,.
104, The Return of Prof. Zingresve. 105, The Captives of
Creg House. 106, The Monster of Moet Hollow. 107, The
St. Frenk's Fortune Hunters. 108, Pirates' Tressure.
109, Fooled by St. Frenk's. 110, The Mystery New Doy.
For those of you who have never seen & copy of the
feamous No.l, let alone read it, Jack Cook of Newcastle
hes obliged with 2 synopsis of the plot. It will sppeer
next month.

Letter Lox (continued from p.184)
(Mr. Webster's letter continued)
The rcmarks attributed to Mr.Webster esre reelly the
comments of Miss Edne Mervym, one of dur ledy members.
Finally, there is no suggestion of opening e Branch at
Menchester. I only offered en invitation to anmy "old boys"
living in that area to join us.
1 " Yours sincerely, D. B. WEBSTER
(Ncte. This has no connection with the interview referred
to in my editoriel chat lest month end this.- H.L.)

Are your Subs. 'paid up-to-date?
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LETTER _BOX

Frenk Richards Agrces with Melter Webb
April Tth, 1952.

Deer Herbert Leckenby,

Meny thanks for the ipril C.D. I eam very interested
in your remarks "from the editorial cheir" on the subject
of B.B. on TV., and I heve no doubt thet you are right.

But are you quite on the mark with regerd to the
originel Megnet ertist? My impression eclways wes the same
pe Chapgen's, that Arthur Clerke was the men.

The TV. Bunter series is over, end on the whole, I
think that viewers should be satisfied. The TV medium is
so utterly different from writing, thet cmne cemnot reesonsbly
expect it to produce the seme effect: ond it was much
neerer then I could heve expected. find surely Gerald Cemm»
pien wes en excellent Bunter. I wes simply amazed to see
how well he did it. How populer the series was, the Sundey
Chronicle hes left in no doubt,

I liked very much Welter Webb's remarks on pege 124,
and egree whole-heartedly. The stag-hunter is, to my mind,
precisely on a moral level with the misereble hooligan who
torments 8 cet or a aparrow or & butterfly: indulging the
same savage instinct to hurt and frighten defenceless
creetures. I wes very gled to sce this in the C.D. — even
a "still small voice" is something, on the side of the angol

With kindest regerds,
Llways yours sincerely,
FRLNK RICHARDS .

(Note.~ Hush V. Femnell, who wes closely essocieted with
Fleetwey House at the time, confirms thet to Hutton McClere
goes the distinction of first drewing Bunter. He scon,
however, geve wey to k. H. Clarke. - H.L.)

* %%

It is regretted that the publication of the
above letter has been delayed so long, H.L.
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Here's another Name for your List:

Lpril 24th, 1952.
Desr Herbert Leckenby,

Thenk you for your letter. Yes, the result of the
Sundey Chronicle "quiz" wes extremely interesting. I rather
expected & majority: but 94 per cent was reslly e surprise.
But the fect is that, in spite of a few little umsvoidable
drewbecks, it was 8 very good series.

T neerdy missed the review in John o'London, but
luckily Clive Fenn sew it and sent it along. I found it
very pleesant reeding. Did you see the one in the Spectator?

No, I heve never even heard of "Rolend Rodway": so fe
s I remember. Dut the fect is that I never looked at the
"anguerd" outside my own mumbers. It is barely possible
that the neme mey have been put on something I wrote, #s
H.J.D. had a fency, I think, for o variety of nemes: but
if so, I never heard of it. Certeinly I wrote o tremendous
emount for Trapps snd Holmes ebout the turn of the century:
dozens of serisls, et lesst 2 thousend short stories, end
n1ong complete" stories without number. I remember one
seriel of endless length called the "Heart of ALfrica",
written under the pen-neme of "Robert Stanley", followed by
e sequel of equel length celled "India's Peril". But there
were lots and lots. Vhet is quite emazing to remember is
that up to fifty ycers ego those were written with the pen:
though Remington hed come to stay before the Vanguerd
heppened .

7ith kind regards,
_lweys yours sincercly,
FRANK HICHIRDS.

—— —— Liverpooly 15/4/52.—
Misunderstendings
Desr Editor,

I should be obliged if you would, through the medium
of the C.D., correct seversl erroneous impressions which
appeered in the "News Chronicle” of 4th Lpril last.

The erticle geve the numbor of bocks in our "collection"
et the fentestic figure of 7,500 (I only wish it were sol)
wheress the correct statement should read “seversl hundred" .

Contd.on Page 183}
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WANTED: Boys of England Re-issue 1906. E.V, Hughes,
Taughing Waters, Pagham Beach, Bognor Regis.

ANSWERS: Pearsons Weekly, Tit-Bits, Ideas, Lon-
don Opinion, ILondon Mail, John Bull, ete. etec.
Mint condition. From 1910 on., Preserved by secret
process. 5/- per doz. assorted. Post Free. From
C.E.F.Vennimore, 25 Byron Avenue, lest Hounslow,
¥iddlesex. Owner of No.l Magnet, Gem. Greyfriars
Herald, etc. Also 150 No.l's of periodicals from
1908 onwards. Not for Sale. Collection consists
of 30,000 periodicals.

GIRLS OWN PAPER in the finest condition. Bound
volumes for the yeara 1884, 1886, 1897, 1890.
What offera? Also Boys Own Paper 1915, 1916,
1917, 1918, Loose copies in first class condition
5/ volume. Post Free, Prank A.Willisom, 6 Mere-
dith Street, Cradley Heath, Staffs.

Milbank Crescent, Darlington, offers
Brooks S.0.L's, "Boys will be Boys", Richards
"puto-biography", for "Magnets" or cash.

LATE NEWS:

Reference Frank Richards letter on Page 185-
there will be more about Robert Stanley in next
igsue.

Midland Section 0.B.B.C; E.J.Davey, 36 Bourton
Road, Olton, Birmingham 27, is now Secretary.

As extre space has had to be devoted to Club
activities, this number has been enlarged to
%6 pages in order to give other matters their
fair quota, There certainly will be a dead loas
on the issue, so if I have to file my petition
you'll know the reason why!! H.L.
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The Round Table,

So our favourite character has Wroken intd
the new entertaimment medium! Looking through the tele-
vigion programmes the other week I was very swrprised o
see the name 'Sexton Blake' and, for a minute, I thought
I was "seeing things's But no, the neme was there, and
even though the programmes consisted of a pre~war film, i%
marked another milestone in the career of The lan from
Beker Street”, Stories, stage plays, films, radio plays’
and now tolevisionl It is a pity that Tlake wmsn't given
the same chance as Billy Bunter for therc is ample acope
thoso days and T fesl that a good Blake telovision rlay
might go down welle Howover the showing of the old film
"Sexton Mlako and the Hooded Terror" might be Just a start
and it is to be hoped that somcone will show some kind of
initia¥ive and present a new and specinlly prepared vision
programme one of these dayse As a matter of fact I have
always shuddored at the "Hooded Terror" part of that film
title. As you know it was actunlly an adaptation of the
Fierre Quirould/Granito Grant story "The liystery of Noe 13




— - - 188-
Continuing tho Round Table.

————

Cavorsham Square" nnd if this titlo had bemn uscd it might
havo temptoed morc poople to give it some uttontion. Ag it
tms, and still is, tho sensctional titlo used mokes it
sound dofinitcly "penny dreadful"” typo. 3But I am wmnder=
ing from the point. This films wmz tho start of Blake's
telovisicn caroer, or I hopo that istvhat it ise  Without
delay wo should urgc tho B.3.C. to do a sorics of Blako
prograommess  Onco again a united of fort is nocossary and
if thoy recoivo cnough lcttors on the subjoct it might
bring rosults.

Correspondenco hans bocn vory light this month, I
suppose the good “venther has a lot to do vith it, but
nevertholoss I like to think that Blako fans still show
somo intorost in the hobby. iiow about it? I still
m locking for new crticlos and vill wwlcome them long
or chorte.

Ho nows of tho S+B. Gircle at tho timo of writing.

I understand that some sort of mocting has been held but
I have had no diroet information so vill have to hold
over any ranorks until noxt month,

Cheorio for nows

T T A T T T T T A e T =g

COMING NIXT ©I0ITH:-
wPALKTHG OF BLAKE" = Discovery of the SeBeLe
by Greham Davies.

-.--"-"-"."D"i"‘.“.-."‘l"--l-l"--l"l'."-!-l-.‘o---l-l-.-.-
Sexton Bloko Library roviowss
Some vhile ag we featured monthly revicws of the new

SeB,Ls by Gerry Allison. Since these vere discontinued I

have had quite a fow lettors snying "thank goodnoss" and

"plense continue them". The find decision rests on

YOU the roaders Pleac uso voting slip on another page.
H,il.Be
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(THE "UIION JAGK" AT IT'5 PEAK.)

A new article from the pen of our good friend and editor
Herbert Leckenby.

A month or two age I had something to say about tho
UsJe at it's wrst (in my opinion)s Now to a ploasantor
tosk, to reviow it vhon I think it reachod tho hoightg,.

Thero were several good poriodse “ust before theo
first vorld var for instanco, vhen many of tho “characters
who verc to bocome fomous wero taking tho stagos Yvonne,
Wu Ling, Corlac, Kow, Huxton Rymer, to namo a fowe  Then
thorc wore tho days then talos of the Confoedoration, tho
mightiost of all the criminal organisations, wore app eariuug
froquently. Lator came the timo vhen it ms docided to
publish the namosof tho authors, round about tho middlo of
the 1300's.  From thon on wntil necr tho ond wes tho bost
time of all,

It ms not only that the ntorios themsolyes WOTe,
in tho main, mmcollont; knowing tho a:thors ndded spic>
to the moals  korover, the "Round Table" app arod vory
frequently. Ah! That o dolightful foaturo that was (T
know how diseppointed I usod to bo then it wns omittod)
thoro controversy ragod sbout the merits, or oth arwise, of
th o nuthors and tho storioeg.

Yog, the UuJ. ot thot poriod had a real enoergetic
and onterprising cditor, and ho made tho roper livelier
and more intimnte then it had ovor been. But oven he
ghowed ho didn't know cverything about the real history
of Soxton Nlikey for hey like -othors before him, bousted
No. 2 of tho old 3d series as tho first Blake story over,
vhen, of course, as wo have revealed, it wrs1't so. I
can't rosust slipping thot in,.

However, tao tho authors and the storios of that poeak
periods With such a brilliant band of authors vriting
frequontly it could not be other than goode Teed, he of
tho elassic styleos Robert llurray, vhe could hold your
ottontion from first word to laste Goym Lvona, thot
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UsJe ot it's Pogk (contd)e
akilful woavor of fantustic plotal Alas thgy lived at
the prce o f thoir plots. It'wms a ¢illcage vho said of
tha "Thoy loved life, thoy wore Bohamians, thore were
timos vhen thoy had no monoy or no food; andthey diod
bofore thoir timo"e

Thoro were othors, Anthony Skone, who hove us Zenith
that strange charactor crook who gnincd ono's sympothy.
Levis Jackson, crontor of Leon Kegtrola Edvy Seorlos
Brooks, knowm parsonally to many of us; NRex Hear dinge,
Gilbert Chester, C, lielcolm Hincks and many moree

of thc storios onc thinks instantly of tho six vhich
formod the ™tram" soriose Thoy woro the result of one
of tho nost novel idoas in fiction. Six authors were
given n skdleton plot; o men, ono Alfred Proud, wms found
doad on a trom and in his possossion wore a strangely
varied collecction of articless These had to bo accountod
for plausibly and the authora, 4 the finish, had to
recach tho same destimtions Tho six authors chosen were
GeHo Teod, Robert ““urray, Gilbert Chostor, Anthony Skeno
Guyn Byons and Donald Stinrte  Robert Murray, hovover,
wns takon ill ond Ydwny Searles Brooks wms brought in at
tho last momant as told by Bob Blythe in our April issuoce.

Iach author, vhilst sticking to the rules loid
dotmy vorked out an ontiroly differont route and it wms
ro:lly fascinoting and weird to rond tho storios one by
one to find onesclf grndually arrf¥ing ot tho sune terminuse

Another cutc idoa concerned n serial "The Noxt Hovo "
Hero faour authors yrote an instalnent in turn. Yes, there
-ms n roal live vire controlling the dostinios of tho U.Jd.
at that tince I wonder Rwomw® who hoe wnse

outstanding among tho storios of thot hoppy period
were, of course, tho bizarro Christuns storios by Guyn
Evense Thoy hove boon praisod deservodly rany timeas by
ny colbnge of this scetion, so I vill leave it ot that,
oxcept to say tlnt thoro wms ono Christuns vhen a stranger
~roto the storye It would be unfrir to sey it 'ms a poor
seasom bloyarn, but ohi How wo uiiscod the ininitalblo Guyne

70 othor sorics this stomy potrel fron lalos 3
wrote woro "Mo e Wgo Wore Dead" ciad “Tho Lenpue of the
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UsJo ot it's Poak (contd),

Onion ian"y storios only ho couldhave tritten and got oy
vithe Thero wmas also "Miss Denth"™, but posgibly she
appoared just beforo tho authors wore named. I am writing]
entirely from momory, For that reasat I am not quite sure

1f thoso storios vritton around gangeters (vwidich wero all
tho rage inothor quartors) aoppared with the authors names
attachod to theme If so thay wore a blot on thad poriod
I m preisings Thy wero not in tho Blako traditions

George Hnnilton Toed was nuch to the fore in tho
period under review, s0 it s bound to have it's high=
lights. Ho inmtroduced Roxene Har fidld, naybo a ro-incar—
motion of Yvonne Cartiore "Soquels™ aro said to bo saldaon
smtisfactory, but those of n now gonoration found thon ag
fascinating as their eldors had hor predocossor.

On the other hand those old enough to ranczbor the
originnl Confoderation ynms found the reprints sonevhat
disappointing. Tho revising scaned to be done in g hap~
hozard sort of fashiom. lnking the mighty orgm isatiohn
of ovil~doers a moro shaow of it's former self.  5till,
even then, © nnyone vho had not rond the orgginals, the
gtories wore gocde

And there vns one othor, apert from tho authors wao
helpod to noke that pariod outstonding. - “hat trilliont
artist Eric R, Parkore He nnde mony of tl covors roally
striking.

Yosy to me, the old U,J. at that tine was at it's
zonithe Bub apparemtly the peoplo at tho halm did not
think =0, for soon tho old flag vhich had flown at the nash

| head for generations wms to be hatled dovme 1In it's plocd
wo got tho "Dotective Weekly", Ingtocd of tho striking
colowred covers we got a peroanent bilicus looking yollows
Truoy several of tho authors und Erie R, Parker carried on,
tut soriehow the spirit of the dear old Union-Jack did not
live one TWhy, in it's new form they even ovicted Sexton
Blake for o timo. Surely the editor who used to meot us
at the Rowd Toble wes not rosponsible for that,

HeLe
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SEXTON BLAKE IN TH L0 /ARDIZN ERAe 3 BY /AT VBB,

er Evalone

This story, explained Hamilton Ldwards, "has boan
writton vith all the skill at Mre lioxwoll Scott's corriand,
4o shovw tho grave danger attending the invention of o per-
foct plying machine in the hands of an unscrupulous
scoundrel"s Of such type wns John Hansellse  Arrestod by
lelson Loe, nccuscd, tried and found guilty of stenling
tho plons of a now gun vhich the er Offico wms about to

introduce and sclling thou to the Gorinn Govormat, Hanscll

+ns gent to prisions Tho shock of his conviction as a
+roitor to his country killcd both his aged liothor and the
girl to wvhon he was engoged to rarrye  Aftoer four years
irmprisorment he vms granted a froe pordon whon tho real
culprit confossed and then corrrdtted suicides Granted
+vo hundrod pounds compen mtion Hansoll vowed a terrible
rovongo on tho Govarmiant which had wrocked his lifo, and
on Nelson Lee vho had boon tho renng of sending hin to
prisons To tho notion vhich had allowed thoso things to
bo dom to hin Hansoll sworo rovenge by reducing public
buildings to subking ruins and ostoblishing a roign of
torror in Britain hithorte unknowms Royalty, pcors,
ecormon arg=~~towrds all he wuld show no nareyl Six
momths in South Anorica saw John Hansoll a rich nane He
returncd to Englend and nado tho acquaintance of a young
jnyontor nanod Blythe, who had just built an aeroplane.
Soeing in this, an instrunont by vhich he could obtain
the rovenge he had sworn, Hansell shot Blytho and stole
it 5 mehines —Sexton Blok e and Tinkor arrived on the
scéne in response to a requost from Blythe to visit hin,
sawr tho naciine take off but were helpless to stop it.
Bofore he died Blytho told Bloko of Hansell'g intontions
ond the Baker Stroct detective decided there and then to
ern Nolson Lee of his dangere Leoe, sonothing of on ine
vortbor, too, had just finishod parfocting a =pll flying
rnchine which ho had noned tho Godflye Knowing that Lee
intondod to visit St. linians, at which school his assist-
ant Nipper wms o pupil, Blcke decidod to go tharos
Chepter 12 will appenr noxt nonthe




