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A1l books with Original Covers and in Perfect Order,
Cash with Order plus Postage. (As these Books are so
cheap don't forget postage). No Duplicates.. .. ..

42 S,0,L's. featuring St Franks, .. .. .. 64 ea
100 Modern Boy, between 1929-40.- ,, .. 3d per copy

46 Greyfriars Heralds 1919-20, twin 2-74 .. 2/- ea
'12 Young Britain 1919-20, between 7-52.. .. 1/- ea
12 The Marvel 1914-22 .. .. .. .. .. .. 1l/-ea
100 Sexton Blake Lib.3d Ser.between 20-200,, 6d ea
50 Chums 1921-22, consecutive copies ,. .. 3d ea

24 Det. Weekly 1933, Nos,39-63,Consecutive .. 1/- ea
19 Union Jack 1894-1900, 4d issues.. .. .. 1/- ea

44 Sports Budgets 1934/1935. .. .. .. .. 6dea
50 Nelson Iee Lib. 1928/33., .. .. .. .. 4dea
25 The Triumph 1931. .. .3+ .2 oo +¢ .. @4d ea
30 Rover Champion 1947.. .. .. .+ +. +. 2dea
11 Schoolgirls Weekly 19%6/7 .. .. .. .. 1/-ea
11 Pootball & Sports Iibs. 1938. .. .. .. 6desa
20 Union dack 1922-33 .. .. ... .. .. .. Y-ea
30 Wizard, Hotspur, Ranger, 1930/44. .. .. 64 ea

50 Boys Own Paper, all pre-1900. .. .. .. 2dea
About 40 Victorien Boys Books, pre-1900, .. 2d ea
20 Penny Populars 1912-1927. .. .. .. .. 2/-ea

26 Aperican Comics, pre-1900 .. .. .. .. 1/-ea .

50 Modern Wonders, pre-1940., .. ,. ..
40 New Yorker U.S.A. azine 1949/50 ..
50 Meccano Magazine 1916=1940 .. . .. ..

40 Blighty War-time Magagine ,. .. .. .. 3d ea
15 Boys Own Paper 1946.. .. .. .. ..

40 Wide World Magazine 1946-50.. .. .. .. 64 ea

GEMS WANTED: Nos.993, 100647-8-9-10-11-12; 1014-37,
3/- each Offered, 1300-1, 1322-23, 1329, 1399, 1400,
1401, 1449, 1450, 1462, 2/- each Offered, This will
complete my set. 42 copies only wanted.. .. .. ..
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Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchsnge,
C/o Centrsl Registry, Northern Commend, York.

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHATR

Another Vetersn Passes. With deep regret I hsve to report,
somewhat belatedly, the desth after e long and psinful illness

of Henry Steele, of 204 High Street, Tesldstone, Herrow.
He died as long ago o8 Februery 1lth, but I only heerd of it
just after the June number wes issued. He wes probebly the|
second oldest member of our circle, being I believe in his
mid-seventies.

Many of us will heve plessent memories of those long

letters of his written with such boyish enthusissm describing

in grest detsil the fevourite pspers of his youth. He vwes
perticularly interested in the jowrnsls of Chearles Fox snd
E. J. Brett. Inveriebly he would bresk into verse, end
peste slongside his writing pictures sppropriate to the
occesion.

Some yeers sgo he spent seversl dsys with me in York.

We had some grend telks and walks together. He particulerly

enjoyed & tour of pleces associated with Dick Turpin.
Henry Steele wes & typicel exemple of whet used to be
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termed "e fine old English gentlemsn"; kindly, thoughtful,
courteocus, one of the lest of the Victoriens. He hss
pessed inbo the Unknown to join other members of our
fraternity. I wonder if they ever gather together in some
1ittle Velhella of their own.

Lucky Girl. Edne Mervyn, shining light of the Mersey-
side Club, is on holidey in Cenada. There is a possibility
that she may be celling on thet greet fellow Bill Gander,
who hes entertained us for years with his grand little
Story Peper Collector. If she does she will, I believe,
heve the distinction of being the only mcmber of our freterd
nity, including those resident across the Atlantic, to heve
met Bill in person. Let's hope she will have an interest-
ing story to tell on her return. Meamwhile, Happy Holiday,
Edne.

A Lebour of Love. Resders would see e refcrence to e
talk on St. Franks Bob Blythe geve at a London meeting with
the eid of & mep of the school end its envipums,

This map is now in my possession, and I can essure you
it's a remerkeble echievement, particulerly as Bob does not
claim to be a draftsmen. Vhen I unrolled it I wes lost in
sdmiretion 8t the thought of his patience end the long hours
he must have spent over it. Ieeites should be proud of
him. Ve hope to Toproduce it,on £ much smailer scele, of
course, in #n early issue.

Sackcloth #nd Ashes. On prge 184 of last month's
iseue Hugh W. Fennell wes mede to say that Hutton McClere
first drew Bunter. It should, of course, have read
Hutton Mitchell. Oh yes, I deresasy you guessed - my hend-
writing egein in penning thet footnote, and to think thet
when I wes st school I used to get top merks for hendwriting.
Ah, me! I must be getting old. hnywey, apologies,
M¥r. Fennell.

t 118

Yenderer's Return. Jack Murtagh is back home ot

509 Selwood Roed, Hestings, New Zealsnd, after o tour of the

5 oliSe "FHL DRRET280.E0 DORY SERIE TERBLORSaTTIone
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“innuol" Time .gein. With this issue you will be
receiving the Order and Tho's Who forms connected with the
Sixth C.D. Annual. May I appeel to you to meke use of them
if you require one. Lest yeer one or two members were un-—
fortunetely overlooked through melkding o request for one as
part of o letter. I shall heve more to say about contents
as time goes on. Meanwhile, if eny of you would like to
heve a shot at en article I sholl be pleased to hear from yow.

Despite whet I said last month quite & number of fellows
heve kindly offered to put their hends down to clefr any loss
on last year's. But I am heppy to sey all subs. heve now
been peid, so all's well, ~nd there will be no increase in
price this year.

!nd from now on I shall be busy o'mights. You will
greatly help if you get those forms in early.

Now just ¢ word sbout the bellot on lest yeer's erticles,
finrl figures for which follow. It was o most interesting
contest. J. Breeze Bentley's erticle led from the very
beginning, (congretulstions, Breeze!) but scverel others
gave it & good Tun., The contributions not mentioned were
by no meens without their supporters, snd the expressiong
of dislike of eny one could be counted on the fingers. It
wes 0ll very encoursging snd gratifying to

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT IECKENBY.

THE "LiTULL" BLLLOT
Finel Plecings

1, The Remove Form et Greyfriers, 235
2. Herry Wherton Ceptein of the Remove, 219
3, Monogreph of Yvonne Cartier, 188
4. Thet Enduring Megic, 186
5. St. Fronks Success of Feilure? 177
6. The Long Lrm, 159
T. Every Story 2 Gem, 151
8. Inside Flcetwny House, 124
9. Huro of the Shell, 107
10. Grendfather Liked Them Fierce, 105
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OID BOYS' BOOK CLUB

London Section. Blcke Chembers. Greenwich. June 15th.

Despite the holidey seceson there were 28 members at
Charlie Vfright's sbode. The news-sheet wes discussed snd
on all sides it wes agreed thet it was e very fine effort
and John Geel wes congretuleted on the fine dupliceting.
Arthur Lewson, doyen of the club, gave on excellent talk on
uThe Red Rover of the Sees". This wes grestly enjoyed snd
he was asked to give similar telks every month, to which he
sgreed. L couple of thrilling chapters from "Head Hunter's
Leir" featuring Ken King of the Islands was rcad by Ron
Deacon and this was greetly appreciated. I thon geve a
couple of readings from the 5.P.C. and the " ,M." on the
Thomson House pspers end this wes followed by a very fine
discussion on the subject, Cherlie hed compiled a very
fine quiz snd Roger Jenkins wes a good winner with Bob Blyth
pecond eand Len Packmen and Ien “hitmore third. Future quis
competitions were debeted esnd some excellent ideas were
formed, Qur Herbert 'phoned the meeting end 211 who could
hod & few words with him, Thus the great pcrsonsl touch
is kept going. The agende was thought to be getting rether
stereotyped but efter a discussion # few minor emendments
were made end the worthy chairmen egreed to cerry on the
hitherto good work. Olive Tiright had prepered the usuel
good fued ond with the other ladies doing sterling work
refreshment timc went with £ will. It was sgrocd to sell
the residue books in the library ss thoy becomc redundsnt
end efter the good szles end exchanges membors dispersed
until the next occesion of the meeting once agein under
Len's leadership ot Bume House, Lordship Lene, Ecet Dulwich
London, S.E.22, July 20th.

UNCLE BENJ.MIN

Northern Section, Leeds. Mcet June 14th, 1952.

Sixteen members present, including Frenk Case

(Liverpool) end Stenley Smith (Besingstoke) whom J.Breesze
Bentley in opening the mceting expressed plessure in sceing
‘—egein,
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- Secretery Normen Smith seid the Sundsy York trip would
take place very shortly, but one to the coest, either esst or
west, would heve to be further discussed.

Gerry Lllison, as ususl, hed something cheerful to sy,
including Librery Receipts £2.7.s.; Books sold, £2.1.0.;

Subs. £3.1.0.; Cosh in hend £12.7.10.

Then ceme Harry Stsbles' postponed telk “The Sage of
Deadwood Dick". Lpert from Barry, I should think I was the
only one present who had ever read "Deedwood Dick", yet Harry
wes listened to with rept attention from beginning to end. He
gave @ grophic description of the once femous charscter who
delighted the hearts of Victorian boys, and he slipped in
severeal touches of humour. .iltogether it was one of the most
succussful of the meny telks we have had at Hyde Park Road.

He received ¢ well deserved ovation et the finish, &nd a
tribute paid to the grest smount of research hc mast have undeir-
taken . More talks on theseilines are desirable to lend 2
little veriety end meybe the ever ready Gerry will come slong
with the inimitable Tim Pippin stories by Rélend Quisz.

The same Gerry helped to bring e most enjoyeble meeting
to & close with o subtle quiz.

Next meeting, Saturday, July 12th.

H. LECEENBY,
Worthern Section Correspondcnt.

Report_on_mecting (Merscyside Scetion) lst Tune, 19592.

. The mecting opened 7.30 p.m. et the usurl rendczvous,

7 Crosby Road,South, Uaterloo. Messrs. Simpson ¢nd Welsh

were rbsent owing to holidrys, otherwisz there wes 2 satis—
faclory ettendance.

The chrirmen sterted the ball rolling with & report on
nobby end section mettersy ho proposcd elso that future
meetings be held on the second Sundsy of the month, to which
there wes gunerel agreement. On behalf of the section he
wished bon voyege end a pleesent holidey to Edne Morvyn, who
is off to Cennde on e three months' vacation. Ln understudy
will now heve to be found for serving us with our "cuppe"'l

The secretary then resd the mimtes and finenciel report,
and this wes followed by “fum snd gemes". These took the
form of e version of the old perlour game "Consequences", with
some amusing — not to mention emezingt - results. The company
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were then set the tesk of furnishing two ept lines to en
uncompleted Groyfriers limerick, written by Don. The
would-be Shelleys - #nd Allisons - went to work, end Frenk
Cese wee sdjudged the wimmer, with Mrs. Yebster a close
goecond. Their efforts mey not be without interest:
When Bunter wes sent to the Head,

"oht it wesn't me, sir," he seid.

"It was that sly beasst, Skinner

Who stole Quelchy's dinner,

Must I heve the flogging instesd?™  end

When Bunter was sent to the Head,
"Oh! it wesn't me, sir," he seid.
"I just meant to borrow -

hnd pay beck to-morrow,

Must I heve o flogging instead?"

Frank now hes the tesk of setting the competition for July.
In pessing, it should be pointed out that Don generelly ects
p8 the judge, which expleins why his name doesn't occur in
the winners' 1lists - it would probably ‘do so quite 2 lot
otherwise.

The meeting ended #t 10.30 p.m, with the ususl librery
business, which was quite brisk.

Next meeting Sundey, July 13th.

FRANK CASE.
Secretary.

Midlend Brench Mecting — 26th Mey, 1952.

Twenty-three memberd were present et what was known
would be the first ennunl.business meeting; it being
intended to review the pest yeer's working, receive sccounts)
elect officers, etec.

Unfortunstely, however, ecute differences of opinion
on certasin questions of -policy hed arisen in recent months
between, on the-one hand, two officials, (the Secretery,
lPeter Mellor end the Revi Mr. Pound, & committee member and

oint Founder), #nd on the other hend the remaining five
fficiels, (the chairman, Jack Corbett, the Tressurer,
ormen Gregory, fnd the other' three committec members.
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L8 it had become inevitable thet these metters be dis-
cussed in general meeting, most of our Msry meeting was so
occupied. OQur ususl heppy atmosphere was sadly marred by
the argument; but eventually it beceme clear that the
feeling of the meeting was definitely egeinst the dissenters,
and eventuslly thoy announced their resignetions from the
Club. Mr. snd Mrs, Mellor and the Rev. and Mrs. Pound
left, together with another old member, Mr., F. Willison.

The resignetions were received with regret, but were
felt to be unavoidable. Nevertheless, it is hoped thet
perhops we mey see some of them again one day.

ALfter refreshments, (which were sorely neededl)
elections were made &s under:-

Cheirman dnd Treasurer re-elected unenimouslys;
elso two of the retiring Committee Members,
(Miss C. Scott end Mr. Wilfred Davey).

A new Committee Member was elected, (I:r.Geo.Green],
end the writer of these notes was elected
Secretary.

To conclude the meeting, the Chsirmen gave us an
account of his reception of Mr. Down last month. It was
that gentlemen's first visit to Birminghem, end before he .
left after the party, Mr. Corbett presented him with e
folder containing a "Magnet" and.a "Gem", in mint condition
and press cuttings relating to the wvisit, es & souvenir of
& memoteble occasion. f d

E. J. DAVEY .

FOR SiIE: 42 "Megnets" (1390-1680) 1/~ esch. 6 "Union-
Tocks" (1041-1327) 1/- each. 9 "Union-Jacks" (950-1523)
£l} Xmee numbers end Xmes Week mumbers, 12/6 the lot;

6 "Marvels (617-638) 2/- eachy 50 "Marvels" (consecutive,
902-951) 50/- the lot; 7T "Pluck" (233-370) 2/6 each;

3 "Boys' Friend" (green weeklies) years 1903-1906, offers
wanted; 6 "Detective Weekldies" 9d. each; "Tom Merry's
own" (1950} 4/6d. Meny other items,. S.A.E. for list.
WLNTED: "C.D." Anmuals 1947 snd 1948. ;

Idsley, 17 .bergexw Rord, Brynmenyn, Bridgend, Glam.
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POPULLR PAPERS OF THE P.ST

No.18 - The Boys' Herseld {imalgemeted Press)
lng. 8, 1902 - Mey 18, 1912 - 511 mumbers.

By Herbert Leckenby

In 1903, where publicetions for boys were concerned,
the Lmalgameted Press wes in its heydmy. It feered no
rival. E. J. Brett, Jemes Henderson emd other grest
Victoriens were passing or hed gone, and the Aldine Publish-
ing Compeny who had drawn countless coppers from the pocketsg
of boys wes faltering under the onsleught of Crrmelite Housg
Enthroned in that then home of the Harmsworth pepers wes
Hemilton Edwerds, estute and most famous boys'! editor of =211
time. He hed mede 2 huge success of the Boys'! Friend end
reised it to penny status in 1901. A yeer later he hed
given it & compsnion - the Boys' Reelm, and it hit the
terget etreight swey. Then with the passing of another
fourteen months ceme another brother - the Boys' Hersld.

Oh heppy boys - if they could efford threepence & week -
of those placid dsys before world wers were known. Twelve
serisl stories, completes, articles, end three "editors'
chats", _However, here it is the "Boys' Herald" I propose
to spesk gbo‘ut, so here's to it.

It wes elmoat identical with its two compeonions,
except thet it wes printed on white peper. Its title wes
in plain bold type with a border, end carried below it the
slogen ". Heelthy Paper for Menly Boys."

No.l conteined three seriels, "The Seventh House of
St.Besils" by Henry St.John; Sidney Drew's "Tings of Gold"
described ae "The Story of the Most Terrible and lmazing
Journey Ever Mede by Men"; end WTrepper Dan". This story
wes written by George Manville Fenn, a popular writer for
boys whose stories for boys in book form were considered
suiteble for Sundsy School prizes. No doubt this wee e
gesture by shrewd Hamilton Edwerds in the direction of the
Edwardien parent who was a little particular as to whet his
son should read. However, when "Trapper Dan" finished
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IMenville Fenn wes seen no more in the peges of the "Boys'
Herzld" except for e fugitive appesrance some years later,
whereas Henry St.John and Sidney Drew were regulars.

In addition to the seriasls . there were long snd short
complete stories, the first article of a2 series entitled
"“The Bettle of Life" concerning the lives of femous men,
shorter articles, and "Your Editor's hdvice", sdorned, of
course, with & picture of the hendsome features of Hemilton
Edwerds. .

I well remember thet having coexed en extre penny from
my mother I exclaimed "Jolly good™ se I permsed the contents
of thet No.1l that Thursday morning way beck in August of 190p.

But there was more to come, for with No.2 a fourth ?
serial was added end it wes by another favourite author,
Mexwell Scott. It wes called "Nelson Lee's Pupil"” end
seeing that the famous detective of Grays Inn Rosd was one
of my specizsl herces I knew that for some weeks to come st
leest, I should have to get the purchasing price by hook or
by crook.

"Nelson Lee's Pupil" proved to be en cpoch-making storyp
for the pupil was an urchin, one Nipper, who proved to be
the heir to vest estate, end who wes destined to be the hero
of 2 host of boys then unborm.

Yes, indeed the "Boys' Herald" got off to a fine start,
end for & few yeers it eppeared tv be as sturdy es its elder|
‘brothers, though probebly its circulation was never as grestlh

When "The Seventh House of St.Basils" finished & seguel}
"The New Mester" took.its place, cnd the school story to
follow thet was "The Boys of Winbury College", written
anonymously. incther outatending serial in Vel.l (52 nums
bers) wea "Rajah Dick" by Devid Guodwin, e yern so exciting
rs to get boys on to the newsagent's door-step very early
on Thursdey mornings.

There were alsc two dcuble numbers with their gorgeous
coloured covers during that first yoar. Oh whet s feast
of reading for twopence. There were menmy double numbers
later, but minus the covers, which wes & pity.

The "Buys' Hereld" wes never better then in its second
year. That volume two contained the whole, or pert, of no
less than eighteen seriels, the majority of them really
first-cless. They included "Lfloet with Nelson" by
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Henry St.John (he wes ot his best in this type of yarn);
non Turpin's Highwey" end its sequel "The Black Mesk" by
DPevid Guodwin; end "The Longbows of England",’ one cf Morten
Pike's best. There wes flso "Fcotball Foes" by hA. S. Herdy]
I believe this was his first serial concerning the winter
geme end it wes -2 good stert.

Notable wes "Nipper's Schcoldeys" which found that
pupil of Nelson Lee's et St .Ninien's, where he had many
pdventures some thirteen yeers before he went to St.Frenk's
for encther long spell.

Not sc geod, in my opinion enywey, wes "The Fengate
Schoolboys" by E. Hereourt Burrege, & reprint from one of
the Victorien penny dresdfuls Hrmilton Edwerds professed
to despise.

In the following three yesrs numerous very setisfying
gerials eppesred, the majority of them by Hemilton Edwards'
npesident" suthors, - Henry St.John, hexwell Scott, David
Guodwin, hllen Bleir end Sidney Brew. Mention should be
made uf the trio by Cecil Hayter, Sexton Bloke et School",
nSeaxton Bleke in the Sixth", and Sexton Bleke at Oxford.
These were geod es stories go, but elackedey, how Heyter
did pley ducks end drekes with Bleke history. Sherlock
Holmes' rivel of Beker Street hed been nigh untu death end
put meny £ criminel behind bers in the nineteenth century,
yet here he was 2 youngster et school in the twentieth.
Morecver, in the third story he mede the ecgueintence of
Tinker, despite the fect that emother euthor had brouht
thet ebout three r fiur yeers eerlier. Vhet's still mere,
geyter mede Tinker only 2 few yesrs Blcke's junior. .h well
those responsible couldn't fcresee thet nigh fifty yeers
1stor there would be fellows trying to make Dleke es much &
reelity es Sherlock Holmes.

By the end of the fifth yeer or so there begen to be
suspicicns, not very proncunced st first meybe, thet the
younger of the trio was not ce herlthy efter all, s its
compsnion pepers. The old relisble authors were not
sppeerin ; ss frequently, end those teking their places were
not sc sdept et thet trick of makin: the reeder weit in 2
stete of suspense for the next instelment. L good deal of
spece wes dovetel t. hobbies and en exchange end mert wes
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was sterted. L reguler advertiser here was that “character”
well remembered by meny present dsy veterans, Arthur Budge,
cf .Llmondbury, Huddersfield. Came & time when his edverts
were no more, the reason as Lrthur told me himself yeers
leter that Hemi~ ¥ton Edwards locked upon him as & desler.
Deeler or not, he wes # godsend to meny & collector for meny
a year. Vould thet poor Arthur was with us to-dey — with
his -bergains at the old prices. The little post office at
Llmondbury would be kept busy I warrant. But sles, the
queint good-netured fellow hes been in his grave ten yeesrs
or more.

Herkdng beck tu the stories, I must not forget to
mention the complete stcries ¢f Cliveden Schcol by Charles
Hemilton. They hed not e very long run, but the mester
touch was there.

Ln ominous sign, or so I slweys consider it, was the
ccming of reprints. Lmong them were at leest two serials
which had sppeared in the #d. Boys' Friend, "Val, the Boy
Lerobat" by Cloude Heethcote, end "The Boys of St.Basils"
by Henry St.Johm. Uhen they firsy appeared they were fine
yarns, but somehow in their new settings they had lost theif

In ite lest year or two the Herald wes a mere shadcw
of its former self. Still, it lived for just 1 few weeks
short of & decede, and that wes well sbove the average for
g boys' weekly. Then-we seid gocdbye tc the femiliar lerg
white prges we were tcld thet the Hereld wes o be Teborn
in a grend up-to-dete peper called "Chcer Boys Cheer'. I
wonder who thought of thet une. It was of Megnet size
with £ brown cover but it lested about as many fortnights
as the mere fomous one did years. Moybe the boys were
1+ bashful ebout ssking for*Cheer Buys Cheer'; but-its fete
was little better when its neme wes changed to "Boys?®
Journel" .

These letter, tuo, never eppeeled to me, but in my few
lelsure mcments c'mights I turn for a restful hour or two
to "Redcestle et St.Simeons"; "“Rejeh Dick"; Fecing the
Footlights" end other grend "3oys' Hereld" yerms which
fescinated me in my youth of long ago.

O
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HAMILTONIA

e £ T B £ e S
Conducted Horbert Lecken!

You will remember thet lest month Frank Richexds
revealed thet one of his pen-nemes of long 8go Was Robext
stenley, end thet under it he wrote e serinl called "The
Heert of Lfrica"for Trepps Holmes & Co. TVell, shortly
efter I got his letter I hed e stroke of luck, I was look-
ing for some peper or other one evening when quite un-
expectedly I ceme ecrcss tWo papers which contained instal-
pente of this very serisl. Len Peckmen, cor anyone else
who knows the chactic state my ccllection is in will
know whet a mirescle that was. I forget now if I actually
found the peper I was really after, for these instalments
of ™Phe Heart of africe™ interested me more.

The papers concerned were "The Best Budget" end "Larks'
nphe Best Budget" only ran for twelve weeks end when it
finished "Larks" tock its place and "The Hesrt of Africa"
wee continued in it. This No.l of "Larks" is dated
June 7, 1902. T thcught 1t a good idea to reprocuce the
picture heeding on our cover this month, as an interesting
sddition to Hemilton lore. I hope it hes come out
sufficiently well tc eneble you to see that the story wes
"By the New and powerful Author, Robert Stanley". Fifty
yeors ego! Well, the author is no longer new, but he's
still powerful.

The hero of the story was Russell Keenc, "& mysterious
Englishmen, with face of iron end heart of steel". And
it is interesting to note thet his two friends were named
Sidney Telbot end Thorne Derrel. There wes o ledy in it,
too, Cleire de Poncers Countess of Ligny.

Judging by these twe instelments the future Frank
Richerds mew how to write e thrilling story years defore
the "Megnet" wes born.

Despite 36 pages last month I did not say a word, a&s
I fully intended to do, sbout the illumineted address the
London 0.B.B.C. recently presented to Frank Richards on
behelf of the uembers of all the clubs.  However, better

| late then never.

i
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The eddress was the werk of Rubert Mortimer, o member
of London 0.D.B.C., end all who have seen it pay tribute to|
a job splendidly done. The voluntery work some fellows
will éo for this hobby of curs is reelly emezing.
The wording wes as follows:—

"jA Loyal Tribute to Charles Hamilton from all
Members of the 01d Boys Book Club.

For over forty yeers Mr. Hemilton under verious
pseudonyms has been giving unbounded pleesure to
countless thousands of boys and girls of all eges
with his wonderful teles of schcol life. As Owen
Conguest he has written stories about Rookwood thet
will always be effectionstely remembered; the teles
of St.Jim's by Mertin Clifford are evergreen; but
sbove all, the Greyfriars atories by Frank Richerds
have secured for their suthor s unique place in the
reelms of litereture.

Without ® doubt no other writer of his kind has
been so gifted, so prolific, and sc versstile.

Aut Optimum Aut Nihil.

Surrcunding the text were no less then 32 sketches of
leeding chsracters from the three schools.

Ben Whiter made a special journey to Mergate with the
address end there handed it over to Norton Price who later
presented it to Mr. Hamilton.

Mr. Hemilton expressed his sincere thenks snd wes
evidently much moved by this gesture from a section of his
sdmirers.

—0~0—0=

L lump ceame to my throst when I reed this in a letter
from Jeck Hughes, of Chelmer, Brisbene, iunstrelie.

"In the course of my ministeriel duties I have
begun to werk in 2 new eres and I discovered & young
men dying of cencer who in conversstion happened to
sey he would love to read sbout Billy Bunter agein, &
character he had known yeers before. You can imegine
how pleesed I was that I had the means of setisfying
his request."”

There's scmething really remarkeble ebout thet when yoy
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think it over, for in the whole of Australia there would
not be meny who could have grented this dying youth's
wish. It's nice to think it was one of our fraternity wko
did. '
—0=0~0=0=0—

Over to South Africa. In its issue of May 2nd
"The Qutspan” page size larger than "Picture Post" took fox
its"Book Choice of the Week" "The Autobiography of Frank
Richards". The review filled a page and carried a banner
heeding, "A Boys' Writer Spills the Beans".

Magnet Titles (Contd.)
ngt denotes Substitute.

(Note - By an unfortunate oversight liegnet titles
871-915 were omitted last month and 916-949 published
instead. Here, then, are the missing ones. Thenks to thg
many reeders who drew attention to the error. e will cond
tinue from 950 next month. - H.L.)

871, (8) Sir Hilton's Newphew. 872, (S) The Mystery
Wreck. 873. Both Bunters. 874, Giving Bunter Beens.

875, The Venished Ventriloquist. 876, The Bunking of Buntex

877, Dilly Bunter's Cempeign. 878 (S) The Schoolboy Finen-
cier. 879, Trouble in the Co. 8680, Herry Tharton's Christ-
mes. 681, Friend or Foe. 882, The Dovmnwaxrd Path. 883, Thq
Rebel of the Remove. 884, Slacker and Capiain, 885, Hexry
Wharton's Downfall. 886, Down and Qut. B887, The Worst Doy
at Greyfriers. 888, Herry Tharton's Lest Chence. 889(S)
To Shield His Father. 890 (S) The Barring of Dolsover.

891 (S) The Great Postal-Order Mystery. 892 (S) Bunter the
Prohpet. 893, Coker's Crosswords. 894 (S) The Mystery of
Mossoo. 895 (S) funt Judy Comes to Stgy. 896, Poor 0ld
Bunter. 897, Bunter the Cavelier. 898 (S) The Schoolboy
Sculptor. 899, Pleying the Goat. 900, Buck up Dunter.
901, (8) Pep for the 'Frisrs. 902 (8) The Feud with Cliff
House. 903 (S) Sports Veek at Greyfriars. 904 (S) The
Rivel Tuckshops. 905 (S) ilonzo the Slogger. 906, Regged
Dick. 907, Regged Dick at Greyfriers. 908, Regged Dick's
Resolve. 909, A Boy's Crossroads. 910, Billy Dunter's
preinwave, 911, Bunter of Dunter Court. 912, Dilly Dunter
Master Stroke. 913, The Mystery of Bunter Court. 914, The

Junter Court Elcven. 915, The Prisoners of Dunter Court.

e &
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THE ELIXIR OF YOUTH

By Donald Webster (ILiverpool)

"Remembrance wakes with 211 her busy train......."

This excerpt from Oliver Goldsmith's "Deserted Village"
has come to my mind several times during the paest six months,
and ell because of & men nemed Richerds. (You're wrong —
his christisn name was Raymond, not Frank,)

One day last year I hed occasion to visit Birmingham,
and heving some time on my hends strolled into 2 bookshop
to seek & suitable book for my son's tenth birthday. "Bless
my soul, (vide Mr. Quelch) do my eyes deceive me, for surely
that big book is entitled "Tom Merry's Own," wes my inward
comment &8 I perceived a copy of his femous Annuel. I
stered fascinated and memories of my youth and the good old
"Gem" ceme back to me. Of course I purchased The Annual
ond wondered if it was possible to find the emswer to so
meny queries which hed baffled me. Wes it possible that
my favourite suthor was writing about St. Jims end Grey-
friars agein? I must confess thet I resd most of the book
on my homewerd journey in the train, but one paragreph in
the Editor's Chat ceused me thought. It reed ... "For the
SECOND time I have had the plessure of editing ... etc.
Great Scott! I hed missed lest yeor's copy in the shops.
This must be remedied at once, for was not my son a chip of:
the 0ld old block and hed read snd re-reed the 1920 and 192
Holidey immuals which I had saved 21l these yesrs. A letten
to the publishers followed with a request for the fnnuel I
had missed, and back came a prompt reply steting Mr.Raymond
Richerds was no longer with them and that my letter (which
conteined several reminiscences) had been forwarded to w
Richerds himself. They also sent me 2 1list of the Bunter
Books etc, which had been published and geve me the address
of "our Herbert" at York.

I was now in seventh heaven fdr I should be sble to
renew my acquaintence with the Companion Papers egein.
However, more joy was to follow, for one Friday morning,
April 13th (don't ever tell me either are unlucky egain)
came & letter from "The Head" himself enclosing an auto-
graphed book for my son ond & real chatty letter to me.
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The lad's fece was sufficient gratitude end words could not
describe my feelings. I hed alweys wanted to visit or
correspond with the men who had brought me so meny heppy
hours 28 a young men and I felt st long last I had done so.
We have exchenged several letters since.

1 think it was Byron who wrote "Ah! happy years! Once
more who would not be a boy." Well, I've felt a boy ever
gince, and I fortunately possess an "understanding" wife.

(I think she wes a reader of "The Schoolgirl's Own" and
#@irl's Friend" in bygone deys.)

Suffice to say that I beceme a member of The Northern
Section of the 0ld Boys' Book Club who received me — &
perfect mtrenger — like eny other "0ld Boy." Even more
emazing is the fact that they lent snd trusted me with thei:
books. I heve since attended their moetings and visited 1’|
en Exhibition of 0ld Boys' Books et e Public Library.

In eddition, I heve visited several of my London col-
leagues end been made welcome et their homes, proving thet
"0ld Hemiltonians" etc. have turned out to be what the authof
tried to achieve - jolly decent men, TWhat 2 moulder of -
character Frenk Richerds must have been. One wonders whet
effect he would have hed on the present "younger generation"
hed he still been writing weekly stories. To quote an
example: I like to wetch my son's contracted brows when he
is reading some modern weekly and compere it with thc chucklgs
he emits when he is reading one of the old Companion Papers.
Iike @11 lads of his age he reeches the stage of '"Whet shall
I do now?" but & copy of The Megnet or Gem thrust into his
hands keeps him quiet for hours end out of mischief. That
higher tribute cen the suthor have then that,

I would here utter & word of warning to perents who
intend initieting their offspring into the cult. Do not
regerds your swotting dsys es over or the following dialogue
might ensue:=
Son: (looking up from "The Megnet" he is reading) It says

here thet"Quelchy wes in 2 bad temper and lines fell es

thick ss the leaves in Vellembrosa." Thet does that
meen end where is Vellembrose?
Fether: Br..Er.. Oh, book it up in your encyclopszecdia.

41l of which proves thet 2s we grow older we reelly see the

e 2o
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depth of those femous quotations used by Frank Richards,
end es so many other prople have eulogised his references
to the clessics I need not add to their number in this
erticle.

Tt elweys scemed strange to me thet Mertin Clifford
end Frank Richards knew so much sbout each other's charac—
ters. L telephone czll to the late Mr. H. L. Hinton of
The Lmalgamsted Press failed to elucidate the mystery, so,
like meny thouseands I wes eventually enlightened by the
article which appeared in "Picture Post".

I elways remember as & boy how disillusioned I was to
discover that St.Jims end Greyfriers never really existed.
I was zost ademant they did until my fether proved otherwisg.
But — whisper this — perhaps they really do under different
nemes - only the suthor can snswer that. We do know,
however, that Gussy, Billy Bunter, Quelchy, Smithy and
Frenk Nugent were taken from real life. Yes, I've oartainlLy
been "educated" these last six months or so.

What & travesty thet Billy Bunter should heve been
featured in the "Knock-out" Comic (with Jonmes Minor of 211
people.) Thenk goodness The Mester hes picked up his pen
(or should it be typewriter) where he left off. I em
proud that three generstions of my femily heve dexrived
hsppiness from these books, and who knows, a fourth genera-
tion mey follow suit. In conclusion, I must disegree with
the song-writer who wrote... "Gone are the days of our
youth, #oo soon." Vhat rot! Mine are only just begiming.
Note:— I have hed to try Don Webster's peatience quite & bip
Tor I've hed this breezy srticle in my file quite e while.
So if it isn't quite up to drte, bleme me, - H,L.)

= e T

THE SUELL OF ST. JIM'S

By Bernsrd Prime
If I were to ssk a gethering of Hemiltonisns who in
their opinion wes the most lovable charscter at St.Jim's I
heve no hesitation in seying that quite a lerge number of
those present would promptly answer with e note of effectiop
in their voices that Gussy wes the most loveble, end they

-
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might truthfully edd the most lsugheble also. I should
cordinlly egree with them. There are many cases in the
realms of fiction where the most loveble people are also
the funniest, though there are of course exceptions to this
rule. In the peges of Dickens we find aristocrats such es
Sir Mulberry Hewk end Lord Frederic Verisopht who were
neither loveble nor lesughable, but thorough bounders, but
in Arthur Augustus we heve an eristocret of the very finest
type and tredition. Let us examine him as closely es we
cen end see why this is so. In the first place he was @o
snob, be it steted. Snobbery in the writer's opinion is
of verious kinds, but Arthur Augustus could never be celled
a pnob of eny kind. He hes & few faults which meke their
appeerance £t times, but as a general rule the emphasis is
all on the other side. He is the sort of fellow who sud-
denly hits upon en economic truth, when the reader, knowing
his aristocretic, leisurely, and cultursl background, would
not expect him to de so.

Some of us mey remember thet when Harry Hammond, &
member of the working-cless, whose people had grown rich
through business ebility and the selling of popular hats,
came to St.Jim's, Gussy made friendly approaches to him not
beceuse of Hemmond's money but because he was having & roug)
time of it et the school. His gentle and kindly nsture
was slways coming to the fore over meiters like these. I
have already hinted that he occasionelly hit upon en economj
truth. It #es true in the case of Hammond, for instence.
Tihen thet youth wes being chipped and derided on account of
his frightful accent and working-cless essociations, Gussy
very sensibly makes the profound remerk, “that if it were
not for the workshse cheps likte us could not exist:'' It wes|
indeed true. The humour of the situation lies in the fact
thet it wes Gussy who saw the truth while the fellows arouny
him apparently could not see. They were indeed too blindeq
with snobbery to be esble to do so. He would have been the
first to object to a men like Sir Hilton Popper - closely
related to him by cless end upbringing - to hedging off a
picoe of land that should have been used for the public
good. Incidentslly I might remark here that in view of
what usuelly heppens when a place is "thrown open" to the

LC
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public in the shepe of stray tins, paper, and benans-skins,

D'Arcy, Conway, and Lord Eastwood had nothing in e
with meny of the French aristograts of the Eighteenth C
meny of whom were rogues and tyrants who certainly deserved
to fall. The historical lingering cn of boys like Arthur
hugustus did no harm to a changing social order. True he
was rather an anschronism - ome feels too thet the Welfare
Stete would have made short work of him becsuse he was not g
member of the working cless. They would have crunched his
topper #nd monocle underfoot, and the Labour Exchsnge would
hgve directed him to a factory in order to increase Produc-
tivity snd to aim at targets, but they would have failed to
crush his soul or his dignity. They were inborn and
permenent.

The top-hat hes come to mean these days & mere symbol
of wealth, greed and success, but it took on a very differeq
character as it sat straight on the noble heead of Arthur
kugustus. It wes in fact & kind of outward sign of an
invisible grace; so also was the monocle, for to be sure
it appeared to be & natural part of hies eye &nd seemed to
grow there,

It should never be forgotten that this leugheble,
loveble, end aristocratic personsge was considerably more
then a mere buffoon, fop, and mirth-provoker. True he was
something of all these things, but he was infinitely more.
He had 2 serious nature and wes anxious to do that which was
right end fit.

hristocrats have often been represented in fiction as
being very bad, such as Sir John Chegter, or incredibly
dull es wes Sir Leicester Dedlock. - Leter on ceme the "hlooq
snd the Burlington Bertie type of-person who were not

I have some sneeking sympethy for Sir Hilton's point of vi
‘::ﬂ,

sarily eristocrats at e11, butwho retained the #oane™ snd
the monoclé end were imitated more or less correctly by the

eerly Edwardian Music Hell comediens. By 1914 the "Rut" haq

appeered. 411 these individuals were "dressy". They hed &
certain sertoriel spkendour and dazszle, but they one and 811
lacked the dignity of Arthur Augustus.

Nothing is-more smusing than some of the passages in
the "Gem" between Jack Bleke snd Gussy. Blake's "cheek"
slways mekes Qussy rise, snd in my view these things are th
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real, genuine, sound stuff of the dear old "Gem" in its
heyday. D'Arcy was no feeble, empty-headed or ephemeral
character invested with "glamour" and put there to attract
gnobbishly-inclined readers. He knew how to use his fists
to good purpose, and bhese were often used to protect the
weak against the strong. He avoided dullness on one side
and wickedness on the other.

In our time we have seen the fall of kings, and corrupt
mighty and immoral empires crumble into dust almost overnigh
e have, in fact, seen innumerable changes both good and bad
but if there is one thing that could never change it is the
noble and generous heart of Arthur Augustus D'ircy. That
wes founded upon the rock.

THE NELSON LEE COLUMN

A11 commmications to Robert Blythe,
46 Carleton Road,Hollowsy,London,N.7.

Once egain I am in the happy position of being able to
pit back whilet others take the stage.

Some yeers sgo we did a spot of research to find out
how meny copies of No.l were in existence. Ve found that
there were nc more then 8 (at thet time) so it's highly im-
probable thet more than a fewof you hsve even seen & copy.
ks for the story itself - it's covered with impenetrable mis
until now when Jack Cook of Newcastle blows & fow of the cob.
webs sway. I've got my metaphors a bit mixed, but what's
it matter, so long as you're 'appy?

THE MYSTERY OF LIMEHOUSE REACH
1T~ Being a short synopeis of No.l Nelson Lee Library.
Jack Cook

Smuggling on & huge scale has been going on slong the
river and the police suspect a locel H.Q. Under the floor-
ing of & well known seamen's public house there is & secret
way into the veults. This is used by Bressard, the leader
of the smuggling geng.

Nelson Lee, disguise? 28 2 seaman tries to find informsd
tion by visiting the pub and listening to the various con-
versetions going on sround him. .\ member of the geng

bFa
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suspects him and tests him with sea songs. L gless of bee:
which has been poisoned is handed to him end only the timely
interruption by another member being chased by the police
saves him. The gang escape and Lee notices the cellar re-
treat. He obstructs the police so 28 to gein favour with
the gang. The police chase Lee end Nipper into the river
and are csught. Lee arranges thet Nipper escepes during tH
Court proceedings - at a given signal from him, Unfortunatd-
1y Lee is detained by a too zealous officer, but Nipper,
with the aid of the gang escapes end is taken down into the
secret H.Q. in the vaults.

L fight ensures between Bressard end & queer old charsd-
ter, Blind Dick. Nipper sticks up for the blind man and
Bressard is suspicious of him. Brasserd imprisons Nipper
in 2 cellar near the weter edge. Lee cruising down the
river spots Nipper at the grating., He charges the place
.| and with police aid Nipper is rescued.

Brassard is then unmasked end is reveeled es the
murderer of a fellow policeman. He pays for his crime and
the smuggling comes to an end — thanks to Nelson Lee and
Nipper.

[

In spite of the considerable controversy which recently
rages over the inoffensive head-of E.S.B., very few of you
heve teken the step of putting your thoughts on paper.
Probably you thought, as I did at one point, that there was
no need, as his detractors didn't reslly know what they werdq
talking about anywsy, not having read sufficient of his
stories to form & fair judgment. Nevertheless, a2 few
comments from the large body of Lee-ites would heve been
warmly welcomed. It is more then pleasing therefore to be
able tu give you this summing up by Jim Hurrell of Romford.

IN DEFENCE OF BROOKS
® By Jes, W. Hurrell

It scems to be that esbout 80% of "0ld Boys'" Book lovexs
heve AN IDOL, an IDOL that is far gbove any other. That
idol is the great Chas. Hemilton. He is, of course, an idol
of mine, but his undoubted gemlus does not blind my eyes
from the fact thet some. other suthors may also have T
ngomething”. It 8{Yyikes me, from whet I heve reed in the
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C.D. and other journels. and from discussions at 0ld Boys
Meetings, that there is a great and ebsurd prejudice ageins
other authors, especiaslly in the realm of school stories.

Take the lotest article, in the C.D,, by S.F. Jonmes.
In deeling with stories written by E.S.B. in the Magnet and
Gem, he writes, e8 I see it, very disparagingly of his
(Broob') efforta. He blemes E.S.B. for bringing in what
he calls "N.L. or Brooksian", characteristice, such es
"dotty", "biffed", "my son", "my sons", and the Hendforthiesm
"my lad™. Well, why notl Mr. Brooks had stepped into
the breach to write up these stories, but do you hesr any
faint word of thanks to Brooks! Not on your life.

Only criticisms.

Note that this steunch Hamiltonien says of Brooks thet
his plots ere "generzlly feeble, boring and unconvincing".
No wcrd here, of ccurse, that some C.H. stories were ditto.
He goes on to say thet "Brooks writing Hamilton is 1ike &
smsll boy wearing his father's clothes. This would epply
in reverse, if Hemilton wrote Brooks, of course, but nobody
would dare think of that.

$.F. Jones does give some (grudging, it seems to me)
preise to E.S5.B. for his work in the "N.L." and mentions
the "brilliant" Ezra Quirke series. Tell, that is eome-
thing hended down to us N.L. fens from the lofty Hemiltonisn
perch and I suppose we gust be thenkful for smell mercies—i

As a lover of beth E.S.B. and C.HE. may I esk a little
more indulgence and foirness in debetes etc. on the merits
or demerits of the two writers, 2 little less dcgmatism,
if you will, from Hamilton fans,

My own opinion is thet BOTH writers in their own
spheres were great, thet they both enthralled us as boys,
and thet in an insane world we can still read snd re-reed
egein the exploites of the boys of Greyfriars, St. Jims,
Rockwood end St. FRANES.

URGENTLY VLMTED: Msgnets, 1142, 1145, 1149, 1153,1154,
1161-64, 1175, 1184, 1197, 1198, 1201, 1202, 1212, 1221,
1223, 1225 .nd scme esrlier mumbers.

Roger Jenkins, "Strathmore, Town Hell Roed, Havant,
Horfte.
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LETTER BOX

e Emm o
Half Rations
18th June, 1952.
Dear Mr. Leckenby,

Your readers might be interested to learn that during
the summer months, it has been necessary for us to curteil
our TOM MERRY series from two & month down to one a month.
It was a step which we were most reluctant to teke, but was
occasioned by the seasonal drop in ssles. Provided thsat
the demend is there in the Autumn, we shall be happy to
revert back to two issues per month.

Yours faithfully,
for HAMILTON & CO (STAFFORD )LTT
H. ASSAEL,
Director.

Justice for a Veteran
3 Montgomery Drive,
Sheffield T.
June lst, 1952.
Dear Mr. Editor,
Referring to parasgraph four of the article "That
Enduring Magic" published in the C.D. Annual for 1951,
Wey I point out that although Gunby Hedeth mey have been
congratulated as recently as 1945 for his originelity in
introducing a secondary school boy intc a public school,
his original serisl story on this theme appeered in
"Phe Capteain" for 1912. ‘®Rhe title "Conguering Claybury",
later published in book form as "Schoolboy Grit".
Yours truly,
LEONARD M. ALLEN.
(Note: Gunby Hadath, suthor of many fine school yarns, is
now over eighty and, unfortunately, in a very feeble
state of health, - H.L.)

S4lE: Nelson Lees, Union Jacks, S.0, Libraries.
WANTED: Lees (old series), Chums, comics.

L. M, hllen, 3 Montgomery Drive, Sheffield 7.
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Request for a new " i
The Modern School,
Surbiton.
Dear Mr. Editor, 11th June 1952.

It is interesting to note Mr. Down's opinion that the
Magnet will never Tre-sppear,— and that Billy Bunter will
never comé back. But surely Bunter has come back. At any
rate, Dentall's of Kingston seem to be doing a roaring trade
with yellow-jacketed books which feature a character of this
nsme, whom they describe as the world's greetest schodlboy
character.

Mr. Down's view with regsrd to the "Magnet" may,
unfortunately, prove to be right. There is, I believe, an
wrwritben 1aw in the publishing trade, that 2 paper which
fails %o eppeer without previous notice of ils suspension,
shall never appear again. But the circumstances under whici
the "Magnet" passed awey were & little umusual, and I cannot
help thinking that, were it mot for the paper difficulty,
the Amalgameted Press might be tempted to cash in on the
Bunter demand, and try their luck.

The advertisements argument is not, I think any real
reason for not publishing & boys' paper, though it probably
naarries weight during a paper shortage.

1 cannot believe thaet the dey of the school story is
past, es Mr. Dovms suggests. These things go in cycles, and
it seems to me that the early years cf this century saw s
surfeit of story papers of the extravagent adventure type.
Even the Gem published adventure stories for a very short
time, in ite early days.

vision, radio, handwork, end P.T. , rather then real lessons
Tt's the spirit of the sge. They would rather look lezily

over a periodicsl telling a story in pictures then resd & bo
But I fancy they would like to get hold of a good pericdical
of the Mpgnet type if they could. At any rate, we stock the
Pom Merry books in our school tuck-shop, and we have sold

hundreds since they first eppeared,- snd et 1/6 & time. Let
the Amelgemsted Presse experiment with the Magnet for & month

3

Boys today ere mentally lazy. In school they like teled )

or two when the gager shcrtage is less ecute, T doubt if
they would regret it. Y.urs faithfully, ERIC FAYRE.
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(THE_ROUND TABLE) Rhiwbina.
— Cardiff,

Very many thanks to all those who have written to
me during the panst monthse Your letters have been most
interesting and certainly encouraging. Although we
may differ as regards our opinions of various authors &
artists in the Hlake field, ve all seem to think the
same about the main character and almost without a siagle
enception we agree that the Blake of the present is but
a shadow of the Blake of the past. Hevorthelass, now
ond then we catch a glimpse of the Blake of old in the
modern stories and vhen we do it makos all the differenca
to ouwr enjoyment of the story concerned and also in our
viow of the present day 5.B.Ls Byt it is the policy of
the 'Rotnd Table' to let roaders huve their owm say-so
and accordingly I will quote fram recant lotters.

Firstly another welcome lottor from Vora Contose.
Sho ramarks that she could not find a voting slip ro the
rotwn of tho SeB.L, revicws, in tho last numbor. No,

I am sorry about that Vera, thero was an unfortunato slip
uwp on ny part and perhaps it was just as woll, for I
intendoed to include a voting form vhich could have beoon
cut from that issuc and afterwurds lorbort informed mo
that not many roaders would liko to do this, You will
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soo wiet I havo done about this on anothor puge. I might
add hore that there is no nced for those vho have elready
given their views on tho quostion of SeB.L. reviews to
repeat them in tho manner I suggests Up to now I think
the mojority votc FOR thom, but more of this later. BEnough
to sny that liss Cootes is on tho side of those vho think
thoy should retuwrn to our pagos. I om delighted to know
that sho monaged to get a scb of the 'tir. List' sorics
mainly duc to tho insertion of her last lottor in these
pagess I hopo more of this sort of thing will hopren in
the futuroc. Vorn gocs on to soy: 'I don't know if T am
the only cne, but I havo cnjoycd the tro curront S.B.Ls
wThe Lian from Spaco" and “The ilousc on the River" very
much indced, thoy scamed moro intoresting and the latter
gocmed moro liko the story Cuym Iyans vould have vritton.
Reading it remindod me of hin e ntinually, and stronge to
relate I have horrowed some cardy C.Ds ond camo ccross
the article "John Drummond" by John Cocher Jnr publisied
in 1947 vhich o ntoined the words =-- Ho had, from tho
gtart, o distinetivo stylo which often rominds me of tho
1zto lomermtod Gwyn Lvens --- that is stronge to me, but I
feel there must bo some rosamblanco as I had no idon ony
one olso thought sbout it clso. Dvery succoss o the
Round Toble'. Thank you very much Vera, we hope to heail
from you cgain soon.

lloxt o letter from our old friond ilfred Dorvin,
onelosing cnother artiele (very woleone 7ilf) ontitled
he Last Dyxs of tho Unlon Juck's  Although this little
-rticle is on the sumo linos as somc we have printed very
roecontly it has a differont touch cbout it and I mm sure
.11 rondors will find it intoresting - bhon it appocrs in
4ho near future, Alf scys ho has rocently come ncross
o papor bocked novel entitled "Five in Fear' by the lute
G, He Toocds It is obviously z roprint of som surt ond
ho wishos to Jnow if anyono ccn toll him anything cbout
it and vhethor it has any conncctions with Blokos  As far
-5 I cm concorned it rothor strikes o chord, but secarch
~s I moy emongst my collection I cannot discover anything,
yot it rothor scous 0 zo that it is a roprint of a past
Hoke shorye Gon onyone olso help hores  If WHLE could
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give us a little moro dotail of tho novel it might bo of
holpe The first poragraph wuld give acluo porhapst
Wilf pgoes oni 'Y wms reocding a back of crimo stories a
ghort timo ago, odited by Dorothy L, Sayorse In the
introduction sho had quito a fow interosting comments to
moko about Soxton Blake and the Blake authorse Sho think$
tho stories aro vory well writtem with gnod plotse I'm
not so sure that dho knows Hlako as well gg gh ;.k %
Hiugety Surwts) sxony . el hy calling P:droeamhu;;dg:‘
I'1l scy lisse Sayors dropped g "Dx:ick 0f courso =
tho vords might have becn writom v - o
gtories of tho past, and it - “ithout rofercnce to tha
’ apny
bo roforring to tho older 4w “Nocrs to me that sho nust
tho curront soriose <ipo of Blake story rathor than
A mog imterosting lctter from o noweomor, Hell Je
Gourlay of Whitley Boye I nust thank you sinceroly lor
your jntorost Mr. Gourlay, or should I soy 'lleil's I
think your lottar dosorves printing in full so hero gros:
iy intorost in tho old Boys pppers of the pagts
of my youth in tho lcter 'thirtios, wus revived by thi now
Tom Morry bookse A copy of thoe CeDe como imto my haids
and made mo decido to Jjoin the 0.BsBeCe Howovor, on
rocding your S.Be scction I found my lotemt foscination
for the fomous dotectivo "ms arouseds; in pnddition to tho
work of Ciorlos Honiltone I have always rogrotted that
tho only prosormt doy S.B. advarturcs are those in the S.l
Le Sinco tho vor I hovo triod odd issuos of this but tho
ot roctor socmod but o ghost of his old solfe It has bon|
«id of Bloke's ®amous conmbamporary that olthough Holmos
survived tie torrible dudl tith Dr. Moriarity he wans novor
quito tho sno mon oftorwrdse In tho sme uanner it ocan
bo said that although Blake lived on in nome through tho
socond Torld War, ho died in gkt in 1939, vhet is
wrong vith tho prosemt storlos? Thoy are so ordinarys
hmdrume Thoy are written in an uninspiring stylo, about
ordinary pooples Whatover olso might havo boen said of
tho old storics ot loast tho chnractors could novor be
callod ordinorye. How thin scan tho prosont doy plotse
Mo Plumor, Rymor, Yvonno, Zonith, Waldo, or ony of the
othor intriguing foamon against vhon Dlake could pit hia
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witss koroovor tho crimimalg aro so pottys What is a
nore ourdoror or swindlor coupored vith Dre Satira vho
could hold cll England to ransoml How woak sopus a more
modor for rovongo corparcd to a dreaded Chinoso Tong
who oro Pruparod to carve up holf the population of
London with thoir knivosl Ho, Blake is not tho sne
non in 1952 as ho was in 1932, I fancy tho causo of tho
docline is tho attapt to subduo tho so callod scnationd :
olim of tho old days ond to convort Blake into o crininal
invostigntor of tho Horcule Poirot or Ellery Queen typoe
It will not succeodd As lr. &, S, Turnor pointod out in
his book "Boys Wjll Bo Boys", Soxton Blake is not a nester
of doduction liko Holmos, What wo want from Bleko is
action aond crino of tho grand scaloe A Bloko plot nocds
a touch of tho bigzarrec, 1liko tho lato G He Tced or Ggyn
Ly ns could swpplys. Our fovowrito detoetive has moro in
common with the late 18th contury Gothic storics of Maria
Edgoworth and Horoce Walpole, thon with o modern Crime
Club novole Gomparc tho titlod os o modorn Bloko SeBale
novol with sono of tho old titless A story callod
wgeerot of the Caretoker or 'Murder of on A.R.Ps Unrdon”
docs not cateh ry imaginntion like the title you quoted
in your article "Tho Hlcko Abbot of Chong Tu"s I havd
not road tho story, but just reading the titlo mckos mo
tinglo with an anticipation which tho titlo of a nodorn
1952 story could nover arousos  Unhappily I have a fooling
that tho old days aro gono forover, znd I have o suspicion
thot if a story with o title os cbove vore subnitted to
tho currcnt oditor it would be turned down as “too songate
jomel"e Our only hopo of rooding suwch yorns appoers to
be through back numbers of th days whon Bloke roally
peort something moro tham o cortoon stripén "Knoekoud"
4o tho youthe I havo vritton quitc a let but I hopo you
aro intoretod in hearing from yet another person vho rocalls
tho old days of Blakes Thonk you agnin for Blokianae I
have to smeday get o copy of "Tho Black Abbot" ond try
to rocapture sacthing of the old thrill of rocding an
SeBe stoTYa!

that o tonie that lotter from Neil ise liay ho urite
in ofton and to groat longthe T on vriting you in tho I

*
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noar future and will givo you fullor dotails of the frmoug
Slack Abbot storye .

Sorry I still eccmnot give ronders any nows of the
1sst mooting of the Sexton Blake Cirelos Evidontly tho
foundar naabers have oith enigratod or shut up shop for
tho sumor season}

Choorio for now.
Hy A 1D
SeBelLs REVIEWS. Will all readers lot mo know if thoy
want these to retum. Send a postoard to the Round Tabld
addresse Mark it YES or NO and add tho words S.B.L.
8 ; don t got YOUR nane gnd gddress,

N L by_Graham Doviose m.ﬁrﬂor‘thn SBL.
I must nako it olear at the outsck that I can lay
no cleim to be includod amongst thoso Dlgke amthusiasts
vho aro nlso Blake eruditoss by knowlodgo of the lan
from Bakor Stroot docs not oxtond farthor back than 1929,
& I an woll aware that I amrived on the Blakism scens long
aftor sonno of the greatost battlos had boen fought and won,
ond aftor some of the fomous, and infomouss characters had
ede Indeod, it wms not until quite recent yoars
thot I loarnod tho full facts about tho monstrous and in-
fornal Crininals Confoderation, agninst whose sinister
leadors Bloke had boon ongngod in doadly and rolontless
wme as far back, I beliove, as 1912. HNor agnin wms I cblp
4o discovor, until recently, the facts of that unusunl and
rathor unprogodentod poriod of Blab 'g carecr whon ho was
throvm by Foto into canflict with tho unforgetalle Yvohne
Cortier, vhose truo foclings townrds Blako f:tnd Blako's
tomrds her) were ultinatoly and ctormlly rovealsd by Gal
Hy Tood in Noe 1 of the SeBeles Litrarye I an neoraly a
Bldke lover; a lovor of a charactor in English fiction who)
clthough prinarily creatod for boys, through sono magie of)
his personality, and indood of the porsonalitiog of his
inseparable associntes, Tinkor, Inspoctor Coutts, Mrs, Bard
dell and the rest, has won and kopt ny affaction ovon tho
{ the boy has long since boen loft bohind, loaving a rather
soured and soedy ‘adult in his placos iy discovery of thd|
8.B.Ls and the-UJs at the ago of 11 in 1929, affooted nme




224

in the some woy as tho discovory of Anerica nu Vo affe
oeted Colombus in 1492. (Or was it Vespucci? ;e::: :‘:'::
5‘““&5 Robgau’t‘ thore firsts) Wiat was this §,B.I? How
ong 3 ‘on the go'?. And, vho weré all these
authors and how many of them were there? Overnight, T be-~
camo not morely a Blake enthusiast, but a Tood-gkone~Evans
Mwray=-Chostor enthusinstyond last but no moans loadty an*
srie Re Parkor shbthusiast too. For, in rotrospect, I
that it wms not only Blake's porsonality & character that
ware so likeablo,but, at the same time, that Teed, Murray,
Eyang & thoir collongues nust too have been some of. the

bost follow ono could evar have mety after all, it takes af

good fellow to writo about a good follows And I = not ford
getting,of courso, that Blake is still tho good follow now|
that he wae in those dayse Whilst, last, but not least,

thore was tho swre hand of Eric Parker to create bofore my

eyos the exaet & perfect pidi uro of the Baka St, ¢rimin-
ologlet,just as I had concoiwed of him in my minds I bolie
it is hardly possible to ovorostimate tho dmportance of
Parker's dbstinet & individual artistry ns a epntributing
fa otor to tho fane & popularity which Hlake enjoyed from
about 1929 onwrds. Not that he did not onjoy such fame foy
mny yesrs previously. DBut Arthur Jones andtho rest were
not ideal Blake artists, vhilst Parker is tho only Blake
artist; and who, incidemtally, can draw those chaming
horoinoes of Blakian advemture more attractively the ho?
To be concludeds

In the fortheoning AUGUST nmumber of'the Ce De we hopo to
include the.following: ;
1, Talking 0f Blako (conclusion) by Grahan Dnviess
. e =
3; The Lest Days of the U.J. 'ty Wilfred Daruine
4, The Round Tables (with sctig mew revelations!)

Apologios are offered to Graham Davica for not boing able
4o featuro all his intoresting article in ono mumber and
to Walter Vebb for not boing able to include his newocirs
of Blake in the Edvardian Lra at alle I trust they will

understand that we hove %o strictly 1init nunber of pagoss
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