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Editor, Miscellaneous Section
Herbert Leckenhy, Telephone Exchange,
¢/o Central Registry, Northern Command, York.

FROM THE EDITCR'S CHAIR -

The Start. Lt the moment of writing orders are c
in for the Annual in pleasing fashion. I am glad to note cs
that every Questionnaire has the occupetion of the collectod.
If all others follow suit ‘it will sdd to the interest of the|
Who's Vho.

Regarding the features you will see elsewhere a letter
from Mr. C. H. Chapman relating to the illustrating of the
Magnet stories. Now it is evident there is great interest
in those ertists and I am wondering if we can get a detailed|
record from beginning to end. We knew thet Hutton Mitchel]]
hed the distinction of being the first and he continued
until - I think T am right as seys the Memory Men i- No.38.
Then ceme .., H. Clarke who continued until sometime in 1911.
That maybe would be somewhere near N6.200. Followed
Mr. Chapmen. Cen some keen reader find the exact mumber?
R ber Mr. Chap. was instructed to follow Clarke as
closely ¢s possible end he did the job quite well. But I
believe it is possible to tell the difference.

7
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Mr. Chepman, &8 he tells us in his lester, hed the
| field to himself until 1928 - seventeen yeorsl - then
Leonsrd Shields came on the scene. Later ceme the tricky
part, numbers where oth hed o share.

Doubtless it will take & bit of sorting out, but if o
few of us get our heeds together I feel sure we could get
thet record. Any volunteers?

Holiday. Next month, all being well, I hope to be
taking my anmuel leave, and them having retwrned refreshed
get down in real earmest to that other Annual, Truth to
tell, I can do with a bresk, for life lately has been
strenuous and no misteke. Needless to say, I hope to be
in London town once mofe, for it draws me like a magnet.

I shall look forward to meeting old friends and I hope too
some I correspond with, but es yet not had the plessure of
meeting. Perhaps you'll drop me a line so that wo con.
arrange 8 date. The air of London seems to set on me like
nectar and if I am touring sixteen hours o dey thon 21l the
heppier will be:

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECKENBY .

PENNY GREEN POPULARS for sale or exchenge. Finc condition -
from 1912, Wented: Gems, Megnets. Some for cxchenge.
Riehard Whorwell, 29 Aspinden Rosd, London, S.E,16.
UANTED: Brett's "Surprise"; early film megesines.

E.V. Hughes, 38 Esst Front Roed, Peghem Beech, Nr.Bognor
Regis,

| WANTED: ~1d. Mervel No.39%, Boys' Friend 3d Iibrary Nos.2,
5,7,8,10,30,33,38,196,595, and Aldine Robin Hoods,

Blight, Constantine Bay, St.Merryn, Padstow.

FOR SALE: Large collection of old Boys' books. Vrito
stating requirements. S.A,.E. please.

Perks, Printer, Seltburn-by-Sea, Yorks.

SAIE: 014 boys' pepers. Please state wents.

4. Horsley, 60 Selcombe Rosd, London, E.17.
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THE MEN WHO WROTE FOR BOYS

No.8 - T, C. Bridges
By Herry Dowler

To be known by your initials is a great honour. To
have this honour conferred upon you it is necessery, or So
it seems to me, to have some inherent quality that is not
possessed by the ordinary person. In the obituery notice
of T. C. Bridges that appeered in Lnswers of July 1, 1944,
the writer constently refers to T.C.B. with deep effection.
He says 2ll Fleet Street will miss T.C.B.

There is no doubt that Thomes Charles Bridges was sbovg
everything else a gentleman, and possessed in addition that
elusive quelity that roises one to the pinnacle of esteem,
end one is reworded by that quaint but decided honour, one'
initials!

7.C.B. was an author end journalist for nearly 50 yeerg,
and during this period he wrote innumersble serisl stories,
short stories, end articles, and even serious works. He weg
greatly esteemed by his fellow writers, and Lord Northeliffe
thought the world of him. Ve know very little about many
of the men who contributed to boys' periodicals, but this
is certpinly not so in the cese of T.C.B. His autobiogrephy
wploride to Fleet Street" published in 1928 gives ¢ tremen-
dous amount of informetion sbout a kindly, unassuming, and
very populer boys! writer. Ln eutcbiography, I always
think, reveals the inner man with amezing exactitude., The
writer endeavours to stress certain facts, but 1l he suc—
ceeds in doing is to reveal himself, his powers of strength
his wealmesses, his idiosyncrasies, snd his whole ocutlook
towwards life and his fellow creasutre. T.C.B. comes
thrcugh the dengerous task cf writing his sutobiogrephy with
honcur end even distinction.

Lfter finishing the book you cen clearly see the kind
clever face, the well-cut but not too smert suit, the
dynamic energy, the entire ahsence of side — in fact a man
who wes thorcughly entitled to be kmown by his initielst
The photograph at the beginning of the book amply confirms

g1l this. You see & very hendsome, distincguirhed-lcoking
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man, clean-shaven, with keen intelligent eyes, who looks at
first sight as if he were an actor, but on a ti

examination you can see Fleet Street definitely stamped a1l
over his kindly face.

T.C.B. was born in 1868 and was the son of a clergymon.
At the age of ten he went to Marlborough. In 1886 he went
to Floride where he had & very herd and unsuccessful career
on £n orange plantation. After many adventures all over
the western hemisphere he returned to Englend in 1894
practicelly penniless, but with a head stack-full of adven—
tures simply asking to be turmed into solid cash. And this
wes what heppened.  With choracteristic determination T.C.B)
assriled Fleet Street, and from thattime never looked beck.
He wrote on everything end nothing. Articles, short
stcries, serials and bcoks flowed from his hard-working pen.
For neerly 50 years he contributed articles on all mommer of
subjects to lmswers end similer papers.

In 1902 he wrote his first boys' story. Gilbert Floyd
who was at that time the editor of the Boys' Realm suggested
he should write & boys' serials for this paper, and the -
result wes "Paddy Leary's Schooldays" for which he received
15/~ e thousand words. Aftcrwards he wrote further soriels
and short stories about Peddy Leary. And so he started
writing boys' stories.

T.C.B. wes one of the mcst prolific contributors to
the popular press this country hes ever known, and it is
amezing thet one men could heve done so much work, Both
serizl end c.mplete stories eppesred in the Boys! Friond,
the Bcys' Reelm, the Boyst Herald, Chums, the Scout, and meny
other pepers, end meny stories in bound book form stand to
the credit of this herd-werking writer. Tt would seem that
nearly all these popular writers who gave us such pleasure
when we were young were terribly energetic fellows. They
must heve dashed off their stories at an incredible speed,
and I have often wished I could stend behind g Hamilton, e
Henry St.John, or a T.C.B. and see for myself hcw they did
these amazing record-breaking performences. The astonishing
thing about T.C.B. is he did ell his werk with a fountain

en, for he says in his osutobiography the idea of compos:
gici’;ion while tapping typewriter lml;‘sr was the most gosﬁh
ides. .
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He was a great friend of Sidney Guwing, better known to
the boys of my time as Devid Goodwin and John Tregellis.
Pogether they would go seiling on Gowing's small five-tonner|
yacht which he kept et Burnham-on-Crouch in Essex. Frequentf
ly they went cycling end fishing together.

In 1899 T.C.B. married and went to live on the borders
of Epping Forest. In 1903 he snd his wife removed to the
wild table land of Dertmoor, only two miles from the great
prison of Princetcwn. Prince-townl  How thrilling that
word hes slways been to me. Mhs e boy how I wsed to revel
in stories of escapes .n Dertmcor. How interesting snd
exciting to read a gripping yarn of priscn life where a
ccnvict under cover of darkness, rein or fog, mekes a desh
for liberty. The great prison bell tclls ominously, guerds
are on every bridge, the police over e wide areas 8Tre warned.
overybody for miles rcund knows that a ccnvict hes esceped,
end oh, how I want this poor devil to get away to freedom,
honour, #nd a new life over the seas! Need I say that
7.C.B. gave us many serials and complete st ries cf prison
life based on his own extensive observation bith inside end
cutside the great prison of Princetcwm.

These st.ries of priscn life represent T.C.B. at his
very best. He knew exectly what he was talldng about, and
he put a great deal more vim end dramatic power into his
ccnvict yorns than he did with his other stories. He was
not a great writer. He certeinly worked herd to master his|
chosen calling, #nd his stories were certainly not laclkdng
in euthenticity. But he was never more than what might be
termed a competent writer end journelist, just the seame es
sccres of other writers who earned a good living by sheer
quantity rether then by quelity. Mexwell Scott did thrill
you in spite of his sccres of machine-like words and phrases
Henry St.Jchn both thrilled you end mede you laugh; Charles
Hemilten hed such a2 chayming end humorous style that he
wasily beceme first favourite of the suthors who delighted
us in the dsys of our youth. But the stories of T.C.B.
apert from his prison stcries were flat, colourless, lacking
in drematic power, end es for humour, I cannot recall that
I ever leughed once while resding one of his stories.

He was rather more interesting when writing os "Martin
Shew". "Young Strongbow" in Vcl.3 of the Boys' Reelm was
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certainly much superior to "Peddy Leary's Schooldays".
Somctimes he wrote es "Christopher Beck" and it would seem
to o student of litersture thet he chose this pen-name for
the stories he turned out when he was not quite wp to the
merkl He £lso wrote e large mumber of complete stories
under the neme of "John Stanton”. "

T.C.B., made money by the sheer volume of his work, and
he secms to have used it wisely. From Dartmoor the Bridges
went to North Bucks. where they bought 2 lovely house, "The
01d Menor" et Wevendon. This was a delightful old-world
country house where they hed kindly neighbours, good golf,
and sccording to T.C.B. everything that one could desire.
It is interesting to note that this house was leter on for
many yeers the home of William Streng, the famous etcher
end peinter who died this year. )

In ¢ very friendly letter I received from T.C.B. in
Mey, 1939, he states they were mow living in a scrvice flat
at Torquay. He had passed "three score and ten", slackened
up a little, but still ccntributing to the Scout, B.0.P.,
end the Children's Newspaper.

He died in June, 1944, end with the exception of
Cherles Hemilton, he was probebly the last of the contributors
to those long extant boys' pepers now gone for ever, but
which happily survive in our collection.

Although not a particular favourite of mine, T.C.B.
undoubtedly contributed in large meesure to those happy days
when I used to gu into the newsagent's shop next door tc my
home with 2 penny, and sometimes come out with 2 large green
peper, end scmetimes with e large pink peper, snd somctimes
with 2 large white paper. Oh, henpy dayal

(Letter Box continued. Iliss Stevens' letter.)
describe® their holiday travels about the world. Frank Richards
is a boys' writer and I expected to read about his bc%;h:g%
and friendship with the boy on whom he founded Herry ¥ on
I should also have liked to have heard some details about the
many pre-Gem snd lagnet stories he wrote.

Yours sincerely,

. SHEILA STEVENS.

(Miss Stevens chides Frenk Richards yet when his famous -
characters make such an impression it seems to me thet unde

lying her *splaama therc's 2 tribute to the megic ot his
pen. - H,L,
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ELKILTONTIGA

Counducted by Herbert Leckenby

What do you think tc this for o great item of news,
'oh ye Hamiltoniens - enother fwtobiogrephy is in the process
of being written, none less than that of C. H. Chapmant
I first got the tip from Stanley Smith of Basingstoke. He
told me thet on visiting a Show at Reading he ceme ecross
the mansger of the Reading snd Berkshire Review. In the
course of & chat Mr. King told him thet someone had sug-
gested to Mr, Chapman thet his sutobiography would make
interesting reading. Mr. Chopmen liked the .idea and streight
sway gct busy with an cutline of story ond some sketches.

When I heard of this I promptly wrote the Reading end
Berkshire Review asking if they had eny objection to the
news being mentioned in the C.D., You'll see their reply in
the ccrrespondence colums. Moreover they kindly sent me a
copy of the paper for July in which further news of the
event eppears as follows:

Chepman's Story Next.
Talking of Frank Richards' autobicgraphy inevitably
suggests @ companion volume from our cwn Charles Chepmen,
whe hes a first-cless tale to tell eond illustrate.

When I saw him a few deys ago he had rlresdy begun
tc essemble his meterial right back to hls schooldays
when with one or two classmetes he ren the "Kendrick
Comet". One cf his immediste needs is to get hold of
copies of the "Ccmet", period 1896-7 end he asks whether
there are any .f ‘his contemporaries emong "Review"
reeders who might have one or two emong the tressured
relics of their schooldsys. He showed me a design
for & book cover, and thet aslone I think would be &
seller. .

4 feature of Chepman's bock will be the illustretions.
His only difficulty will be knowing which tc leave out."

The Review for July elsc conteins & very interesting
ecccunt of whet happened after the publicetion of the inter—
view with C. H. Chepman in the Merch number emd the notice
which appeared in the C.D. It .says:
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mphe Circuleation Manager has been scnding cut copies
all over the British Isles and yuite a few overscas.
The latest spplication comes from Mr. E. C. Carter of
_Kingsford, New South Wales, whose letter addressed:
uphe Resding & Berkshire Review", Englend, found its way
bere without difficulty (five deys by eir).

How did all these Billy Bumter fens get to know sbout
the story in the Review? The "Collectors' Digest”
published & most complimentary notice, and news also
passed rcund among the 014 Boys' B.ok Clubs which
flourish in many perts of the country."

Yell, scems we've been ot it agein, dcesa't it? fnd
we'll ewait more news about Mr. Chepman's activities with
interest.

I em indebted to Sydney Smyth, steunch lmstralien

| Hamiltonien, for copy of o very interesting article which
appeared in one of their papers recently. The neme of the
paper does not appear but seizing on & clue I think I cen
gay it is the “Sydney Morning Hepald". It is quitc 2 long
article with an illustretion by Werwick Reynolds and cerries|
8 heading scrose three columns, "Billy Bunter Stole the Show

The writer, Edwerd C. Snow, it is particulerly interesting
to note stated "4 Former Sub-editor of the Magmet ond Gem
now living in tmstrelia."

Mr. Snow mekes seversl comments which ere werth noting
on the other hend his memory seems to feil him here and
there. He sterts off:

wgharacters in fietion sre similar t. children: those who
creste them cemnct comtrol their individual populerity -
or lack of it.

meke the cese of Williem George Bunter, well-kncwn
to older-generation students ¢f schoolboy fiction and
recently given o new leese cf life in television in
Britein.

Bunter wes one of the many brein-children of that
prodigious writer Charles Hemilton, Who introduced him
into the Greyfriars series of the Mosnet Library, in
1909, with quelities that geve him e high nuisance wvelue
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in plot construction.

Quite recently Hamilton said: "Bunter was not a nice
fellow and it was never intended he should attain the
fame he has acquired.”

While Bunter's counterparts in the St.Jim's and
Rookwood schoolboy stories have faded into obscurity,
he has won something of the status of an immortal."

It would sppear from that last statement that Mr.Snow
hss not heard of the Tom Merry books, Tom Merry's Own, etc
Note, too, that 1909. He goes on to say:

"Charles Hamilton who wrote under many pretentious pen-
names began his sareer as a teller of schoolboy teles
with a short story in Pluck Library of St.Jim's in 1906.
He was then 34. !

His oldest characters are George Figgins and Jack Blakd.

Tom Merry the central figure of the Gem Library treans-
ferred from another school to St.Jims with Manners and
Lowther in No.ll of the Gem in 1907. Harry Wharton and
Co. begen their sdventures in the Magnet in 1908, but
these early stories lacked most of the characters who
were later to make the stories so femous and successful.

Then Bunter arrived, bringing with him & complete set
of commandments, chief of which was: "Any form of
weastliness committed in obtaining extra tuck is parfectlr
fair play."

It would appear from this last par, coupled with what
he says eerlier about 1909, that Mr. Snow was under the
impression that Bunter wasn't in from No.l but"errived" 1likq
Johnny Bull, Vernon Smith and others, which is 2 curious
mistake for one who wes at the inside of things to mske.
Nevertheless the following reveletions are interesting and
useful to collectors of Hamilton 1ore.

"The early formula of the 'Megnet' end 'Gem' yarns lay
in close teemwork between the editorial staff - with the
correspondence of readers &s a2 guide - and the muthor.

Hemilton, in turns, followed the policy and ideas of
such schools as Dulwich, Rugby, and Charterhouse to teach
boys to be good losers in. the world of sport, business
end society end to put up with petty troubles end in-—
conveniences without snesking and compleining.
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Artists were specially chosen who were asble to capture
the atmosphere of the pleying fields and the river sports
sculling shells, etc.

Then a major policy change was introduced. After ten
yeers the suthor - who varied residence between lMonte
Carlo, the north of Frence and a form in the south of
BEnglend - introduced Telbot into the St.Jims yarns.
(Rather less then ten yeers. - H.D.)

Talbot was a boy member of o geng of criminals, intent
on organised burglery. The editors recorded a sharp
increese in the circulation.

The formula for this series, known as *The Toff Yerms',
was to write it backwards and use the opening chapters
s trailers. The chepters were 2130 crossed so that the
heelthy life of the school and the criminal conspiracy
were concomitant with each cther. ;

From 1915 onwards Tom jlerry end Harry Wherton stepped
from the centrel limelight to the central background.
This wes beceuse readers were wenting stronger meat — the
more lurid edventures of cads, bounders and blacksheep
with retribution leid on thickly.

During these changes, however, Bunter lost no ground,
either in weight or popularity.

The next ten years sew as choice & collection of bad
leds intrcduced into the yarns as ever left an author's
pen. Skinner, Snoop, Vernon-Smith, .ingel, Corne and Loded
graced (or disgraced) the Greyfriers series while the
St.Jims series were sugmented by Cutts, Knox, Levison,
Cardew and Recke.

Rookwood school had one sercestic character named
Velentine Mornington, whose atudied insolence to his -
mesters was very popular with the readers of the
'Boys' Friend'.

Neturally, when the aggregate of bed boys become too
greet for the balsnce of good ones, reformation set in.
Reformetion of & sort, that is, for the boundcr never
beceme o Tom Merry or a Harry Vharton.

They beceme a 'new type' - plucky, but still aloofs
open-handed in deed, but ungenerous of mind; sncering ot
what_o}hera respected, but showing up magnificently in
2 Crlislis.
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By 1919 the English school story business had boomed to
fairy tale proportions, two publicetions hed grown to ten,
and two anmuals, deeling with twenty fictitious schools
hed emerged. With e weekly circulation of & million and
& quarter, Amalgamated Press, London, had become one of
the world's lgrgest publishing houses and its chief, Lord
Northcliffe, one of England's most powerful men. )

In their 40 years of life, the 'Magnet' snd 'Gem' hed
many chief editors, sub-editors end contributors to help
Cherles Hamilton turn in his world's record output. That
his 60 million words were produced in correct English was
truly remarkeble in a century of high speed and inevitable
errors. .

The formule for Hamilton's deputy writers, who mensged
about 10 per cent (rather more - H.L.) of ell that was
published, wes to ensure thet any sort of schoolboy
delinquency wee adequately punished. Stories of that
type filled the gep which exceeded Hemilton's capacity.

His great success lay in the more subtle foundations of
nomenclature and two stories in one. He wrote for pupil
end master in one nerrative. ’

Interspersedwith rollicking adventures were Shekespearign
quotations smd expressions from 'Alice Through the Looking]
Gless! with sphorisms from Greek end Romen poets and
philcsophers to entertain senior readers.

Cherles Hamilton'smein reason for success is no trade
secret; it loy in the fundemental gift of nomenclature.
In order to meke his charscters live and lsst his lifetimef.
carcful consideration hed to be given to elliteration,
relevancy, class end vocation. ¢

The suthor's sbility in that respect has been sdmired
or grudgingly admitted the world over.

The full details of the Bunter formula were worked out
only over & long pericd - s indeed was the formula for
every character.in the stories - but the Bunter recipe
cbviously hed & 'little extra something' for he has out-
lived £11 his contemporaries."

Well, that's thet. I've had a real sub-editor's job

in cutting the lengthy srticle tu the space available.
However, it's becn worth while for it is interesting to
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learn what a man who was in the know thinks about it all,
even if Ifr. Snow does get a little off the rails at times.
And once agein it's significent when & leading newspaper at
the cther side cf the world will allow so much space to be
devoted to Hamiltonia.

The New Tcn lMerry Buoks., June.
No.7. D'ARCY IN DANGER

By Gerald Lllison
It was always the rule, that whenever the boys at
St.Jims or at Greyfriars hed to shelter from the rain, they
bumped into an adventure. This story is no exception.
Readers will find plenty of excitement with the well
lknown features cf the Cherles Hamilton orock story. A4
Jewel-robbery; thieves rcaming the dormitories; a crypto-
gram — elementary, I am efraid; ond the police at a loss.
411 excellent fun.
Just one rather pedantic point, I have often longed to
meke, Shakespeere's poem, "When icicles hang by the wall",
in which "Mdrion's nose looked red snd row", is not a ballad

It is & lyric.
"BLAGNET" TITLES (Contd.)

denctes "Substitute!

50, The Ragging of Mossc. 951, Herry Vhorton's Feud.
952 (S) The New Boy's Secret. 953 (S) The Hyptery of Popper|s
ITsland, 954 (S) For Ancther's Seke. 955 (5) Bunter's
{freasure Trove. 956, The Persecution of Billy Bunter.

57, Bunter's Barring—in. 958, The Slacker's fwrkening.

9, The Punishment of Ponsonby. 960, The Joker of Greyfriags.
51, The Nabob's Double. 962, The Peril of the Night.

63, Outward Bound. 964, In Perilous Sems. 965, Harry'
arton & Co. in India, 966, Bound for Bhenipur, 967, In
the Heart of the Himaleyas. 968, The Terror of the Jungle.
69, The Nabob's Rivel. 970, From India to Greyfriars.

71, Ccker the Rebel. 972 (S) Chums Through Thick snd Thir.
73, hsking for Trcuble. 974 (S) The Suspected Form-liester.

75, The Swot. 976, The Ishmeel of the Form. 977, The
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THE NELSON LEE COLUMN

All communications to Robert Blythe,
46 Carleton Rosd,Holloway,London,N.7.

One of the many things for which E.S.B. received no
credit .and which, so far es. I lmow, has been completely overt
looked, was his remarkable gift for topographical deteil.
Year by year he would describe verious pleces in the
St.Franks kogality, and their-positions were inveriably the
game. If, when he introduced & mew eddition to the lend-
scape, wherever he placed it, there it would remein. Om
the face of it this sounds so obvious 28 to be not worth
ssying. But tc remember, over a-period of many years,
every feature; new end old, was in relation to all others
in the surrounding countryside, was mo mean feat.

The great advantage to the sverage reader of long
standing wes to give them a sense of familiarity with the
aren 8o that cne felt one knew exactly where the characters
were enacting their seene, end could heve found one's own
wey back to St.Franks or elsewhere, es the case mey be.

Tc put it another way, one felt one could have drawn &
map, so vividly did Brooks describe the locality. And that,
tc cut @ long story short, is precisely whet I have attampteuk.
And 211 being well you should find it on the next page.

I hoven't scen the result myself yet, and possibly the
verious festures are no mo¥e then blobs with nemes over
them. If so, the agency is in no wey to blame, for reduc!

2 map from 243" ¢ 16" to fcolscep size must be bristling
tith difficulties, —However; T*m keeping my fingers crossedl

I'm well oware thet my conception of the district may
be tutelly opposed to some strongly formed conclusions of
your own, snd if sc I'd Be grateful if ycu'd write end tell
me sv, giving your reagonms, beceuse if I have made omy
glaring errors I went to rectify them. Alsc if I've missed
any ressonably importemt place out I'd like t¢ know that tuop
although I might add here that Shingle Head Lighthouse doesn't
gppear becsuse it is e half mile off-shore end is conse-
quently just off the mapl /
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Tell, here it is, and I trust it will give added
interest to your reading.
Next month I hope to describe the various spots made
famous by the activities of the boys of St. Franks. »
In the meantime, if anyone would like a spare copy
of the map, just drop me 8 line and I'll send one along.

CAN NYONE please help with Magnets 861, 882, 925; 10/- each
offered. 737 to 959 3/6.each; 1219, 1349, 1350, 1365,
1381, 1382, 1385, 2/6 each,. ind your price for 1400, .1402,
1403, 1472, 1475, 1476, 1481, 1493, 1495, 1496.

Gems 867, 919, 928, 973, 1456, 1457, 1461, 1462, 1463, 1465,
1466, 1468, 1470, 1478, 1497, 1505, 1513, 1338, 1555.
Populars 268, 274, 275, 380-400, 595-615.

T am prepared to sacrifice certain numbers from my
collection, year for year, in exchange for amy of the above.
Even the help of @ single number will be greatly appreciated
Lists of any other Magnets end Gems welcomed. Cost of
pirmeil replies gledly refunded.

Charles ven Renen, Box 50, Uitenhage, Cape Province,
South fifrica.

FOR EXCH.NGE: Several complete series of Magnets, also
assorted numbers of Gems, 5.0.L's end Bunter Books. S..i.E.
for details to H. Bloom, 22 Clova Road, Forest Gate, U
London, E.T.

FOR SLLE: Good condition, Magnets 14 copies 1920-1924;
32 copies 1935-1938. Gems, 18 copies, 1935-1938.

Boys' Reslms (2d) hbout 150 copies 1923-1926 (long runs).
Llso meny 104 snd 1/- Chums, 1921-1925. First Class conditidn.
Ressonble offers to Ingrem, 97 Tettenhell Road, Tolverhampton.

TANTED: lagnets between 700 end 900 or Bound Copics.
Pre-wer Hotspurs, Triumphs, Sldppers, Adventures, "izards,
Rovers elso collected. Lists to Chureh Cottege, Lalchem,
Nr. Steinea, Middlesex. -

FOR SALE: 150 Nelson Lees (old end new scries) 8 vols. Chums.

send for list. Wanted: Schoolboys' Own- Library.
..C. Motheson, 11 ickergill Strcct, Wick, Ceithness,Scotland.
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OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB T

Esmmssesssssasassss

Loudon Scction. East Dulwich, July 20th, 1952,

Another enjoyable chairman's meeting with Len in
Sjparkling form. A4 wcll balanced agenda wes proceeded with
and amongst those present to enjoy this was Myer Jacobs,
late of Italy, where in the course of his, studies he enjoyeq
the relaxation of Greyfriars stories. After the usual
formalities Bob Blythe delighted us with another Nelson Lee
reading and this came from No.536, 0ld series, viz "The
Terrcr of the Bacific". Len's quiz was very popular snd
it wes Charlie Wright who geve most enswers to the 3-part
competition; 2nd was Josie Packman, and 3rd, Ron Deacon.
Ron, not to be outdone, geve 2 splendid reading from an
article he had written on the "Boys!' Magazine", and the
company must hove enjoyed it as the result of the ten
question quiz fully shewed. Ray Hopkins won by a neck as
it were with five sharing 2nd plece. These were Len ond
Josie Packmen, John Geal, Bob Blythe and Bob Whiter. Both
the quiz compilers provided suitable prizes. The only
disappointment was the inebility of doyen Arthur Lawson to
give one of his finc talks on the Victorisn papers. Amongst
the correspondence was the good offer of "Red Megnet" Robby
to hold the usunl Hove meeting once again, ond after dis—
cussion it was provisionally fixed for Sunday September 21s »
with the proposed date of the August meeting ot Vcod Green
un the 17th. The greteful thanks of the eclub were effordef
tu Robby es the Hove meeting is one of the highlights of
the year. ind so after a very full and cnjoyeble meeting
callcver was sounded and homeward bound went the London
members of the Brotherhood of the Happy Hours safe in the
knowledge that the new Buses that have replaced the old
trams may have an adventure /for them tc enjoy like the
femous Sexton Blake Proud Trem Series of stcries.

UNCLE BERJ.IMIN.

Nortihern Section. Liceti Leeds, J 12th, 1952.
4 plecsant surprise was the presence of Cliff Beardsel],
of Stockport. He wos one of o boker's dozen who took ptst.x‘-tJ

a . Y
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Secretary Norman Smith, having read the minutes, gave
detsils of & "Irip to York" on July 20th, where those taking
part would be met by Jack 7 od and myself. It was hoped
to vieit a modern ice-cream factory and, if fine, journey
up, cr down, the river which flows through the ancient city

wpop of the bill" for the evening was Gerry Allisom.
One would have thought he would have dried wp for ideas by
no¥, but not on your life. Having tcld of some substantial
additions to the library, bringing the total books to the
region of 2000, and 2 record in borrowing during the month
of £5.15.4., he explained a new game he had devised. This
he called "Doubles". 100 neatly written slips were laid
out un chairs. Another 100 were deposited on a table.
Those teking pert had tc pickup a slip from the table,
glance at the name thereon, and find its twin on the chair.
Thus, Sidney Drew-Ferrers Lord; Trevor-Trelucc. On
succeeding, he, or she, picked up another slip and woent
on the hnt again., Some were a little breathless at the
finish. There were three prizes: Cliff Beardsell came out
first with sixteen finds, followed closely by Norman Smith
and Breeze Bentley. It was right good fun.

Horace Twinham then read & very entcrtaining Rookwood
story which was much enjoyed. .

Then refreshments and chatter.

Next meeting, August 9th.
H. LECKENBY,
Northern Section C: > respondent.
Pcstscript: The Trip to York went off exactly accerding to
plan, It was & fine day and the event thoroughly enjoyed.

Merscyside Section Meeting. Sunday, 13th J 1952.

The meeting opened 7.30 p.m. tc the usual attondence.

The cheirmen commenced with & talk on club matters; he
mentioned that & telegram had been sent to Edna wishing her
a pleassant vacetion. He thenked George Simpson for his
gunerous gift of books, velue 5/, to the librery, alsc
snother mecmber for a number of "Gems". Our library is
growing stesdily, although we still have some distence to go
to reach the fantastic figure once gucted.
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The subject of the possible visit of some of the
members of the Northern Section to Southport was discussed.
The cumpany thought it & very bright idea, and our Northern

friends can be assurcd of a really hearty welcome if the
proposed visit materialises. So it is uwp to ycu now,
Northern; just arrange things from your end, snd leave
this end tc us! The secretery having read the minutes
and financial report; refreshments were teken, and a quisz
“Hidden Hamiltonia", by Frank Csse, kept the members
for the next twenty mimites. Don Tebster (who had to be
persuaded t. compete) geined the full points, with young
Peter not far bchind; in fact, there were no poor returns,
and all seemed to have enjuyed the contest. Next month's
posers come from George Timmins.

The meceting cnded at 10 p.m. with the usual librery
business; next mc.eting, seccnd Sunday in August.
F. CASE.

Secretary.

lustrelesian Eranch.

The fourth meeting of the 0.B.B.C. in hAustrelia was
held on Pridey, Merch 28th, et the Victorian Reilways
Institute. Formal business wes commenced at 8.15 p.m.

The minutes of the third mceting having been read and
confirmed, the Treasurer rose and delivered his report.

He said that, with £3.2.0 in hend, the Club was in & sound
finenciel position

Club business heving been dealt with, Miss Stevens
commenced the mein feature of the evening with en excellent
+-disocurse on "Harry Wherton, Captein of the Remove'; — So—f
guod did those present consider it thet it was decided that
an snended form of if should appear in the Newsletter.
Other telks given were Tom Dcbson on "Tom Merxry" end Don
Wicks on "Ccker". Sc ebsorbed was everyone intthe debate
which followed these, that time went quickly by and, after
pepers had been exchanged and uther privete business seen
to, the meeting closed at 11.30 p.m.

The fifth meeting of the Club wes en informel gethering
held at the home of Don Wicks. Cheirmen Don Vicks ennounce
that he woull like to sterty off a Club librery by donsting
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15 cogies of the "Gem". This generous gift was
accepted by the Club, and it was decided that the
2 geries representcd should bde bound, Other members
came forward with offers of papers and it was
decided that the library could be "opcned" without
delay. After somc discussion the ratc of 3@ per
paper; 1/6 per bound series, both plus postage,
waa adopted. .

DISPOSING OF LARGE COLIECTION:

Aldines, Bretts, Fox, Lloyd, Boys' Fricnds, Her-
alds, Ieader, Standard, Big Budget, Nuggets, cte,
State wants. S.AE, Please., Parks, Printer, Salt]
burn-on-Sea, Yorkshire.

S5,0.8: )

On 2nd Au,%gst I had the misfortune to lose, or
have stolen from me, a packet containing a large
proportion of subs, for the Annual, They consisteg
of notes, P.0's, and cheques. I have been able
to advise most of those whose cheques were con-
cerned, In addition I have safe subs, from Frank
Richards, Ben Whiter, Ray Jones, and W.H, Bradshaw
Should there be anyone else who sent me a cheque
for the Annual beforce the 2nd, kindly take steps
to have cheque stopped.

Regarding postal orders, would anyone who
croagsed them hold on to counterfoil and kindly
advise me,

THE LATEST TOM MERRY BOOK:

Written in Martin Clifford's inimitable style,
"D'ARCY ON THE WARPATH", the latest of the Tom
Merry series, is a jolly little trifle, and readers
who like stories of the lighter type will find |
themselves in clover, With only the merest suggest-
ion of a plot, and no originality, this bright
little romp makes pleasant reading, It seems as
though Gussy is to be made the centre of every
gtory now. Eric Faync
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luiclend Scetion liceting, June 30th, 1952.

It wes e very hht and humid evening, consequently we
were very late sterting; but in view of the sultry westher,
Lr. Quelch, (who is o stickler for punctuelity), might
perhaps have let us off with nothing worse then an expressive
snort. ¢

Our mumbers were unususlly small for us - only fifteen,
excluding o kcen stalwert, Mr. Bournme, who, determined not
to miss the meeting eltogether, looked in for ten minutes.
Letuelly, several members were on holiday.

S0 we had en informel mceting, end after the minutes
etc., we made great use of George Smellw.cd's tepe reccrder 4
Firstly certain speeches mcde et the memorable first birth-
dey perty in Lpril were pleyed back for us, and then we de
some fresh recordings cn which sundry members related
fevourite stories or expressed idess sbout Greyfriars snd
St.Jims.

These recordings in turn were played back, end it wes
very interesting tp notice that certein vcices were easily
reccgnised, wherees others were notl

4 quiz prepered by Mrs. Corbett was teckled next, end
ceused olarm end despondency, being decidedly difficult!
Even St. Jims experts were sorely puszled by such tessers
gs;— "Who was Joe Frayne, the woif of S5t.Jims?", and
"mghen did Nelson Lee stories first eppeer in the Gem?"

Iifter refreshments ocur letest venture, the Librery,
went oif to o flying start, thenks to our indefatigeble
Treesurer (N.rmen Greg.xry), who hed kindly undertaken the
duties of Librarien, as well as those of Treesurer.

But alast ell tuo scon yet snother club night wos
passed and gene.

EDVLID DLRBY.

ULNTED: Megnets, 1929-40. Goac? prices pail.
Mervyn Lewis, 10 Duldley Ruad, Fclkestcne, EKent.
ULNTED URCENTLY: To cumplete set - Mogmets 1549-1555.

Good conditicn essentiel. J. A. Bolend, College historicel
Society, Trinity College, Dublin University, Eire.
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LETTER BOX

fAnotner for Your Beokshelf

Reeding & Berkshire Review,
47 London Strect,
Reading.

July 23rd, 1952.
Dear Mr. Leckenby,

Thank you for your letter of July 1lst, end for the
copy of the Ccllector's Digest, which I look ferward to
reading.

I em sending you e copy of the July Review, frem which
(pege 5) you will see & reference to Frank Richards's
sutobiogrephy end mention of Cherles Chepmen's projocted
work. Chepmen has alreedy got together a good deal of
his illustretions covering meny ycars, and he is now cn
what is (for him) the herder part - the writing. He hes
done & hendeome cover in full colour, picturing BDilly
Bunter (cf course!) snd snother typicel Bunter episode for
e colour plete inside. There is no doubt that e book by
Chepmen would have e ready sele buceuse of the illustrationg.

Chepmen, who looks in et ocur office fur & chat every
week, is still full of life, bubbling over with good
spirits end Bunter-enthusiesm.

With best wishes,
Yours sincurely,

King.
Bunter for Home Cinemas!

I'ose Lawn, Kingsgote-fn-Sea,
Broodsteirs, Kont.

Desr Herbert Leckenby,

T don't think I heve montioned thet our old friend
Bunter is tc be put in pictures on 16-mm. films for home
projectors. I rather like this idesa.

Yes, you are quite right in thinking that I would
1ike to see the extrect from the letter from Brisbene:
though extremely sorry to hesr of rn 0ld resder in such
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bad case. I dc most sincerely hope that matters may not
be s. bad as lfr. Hughes fears, and that the pcor felluw may
take a turn for the better. TWhile there is life there ia
always hope. I am glad tv know that he has found even a
little pleesure in what I have written: if Billy Bunter
cculd meke him forget his trouble even for a few mimutes,
Billy Dunter was well worth while. Jack Hughes seems to
be & very geod felluw, and he must have been very glad that
he was able to do what was wanted.
Thenks for this month's C.D.-— &8s good as ever if not
a little wetter. Our friend Gerald's verses are very
entertaining. I was extremely interested in the extrescts
from "Live Letters" in the Daily Mirror. I dc nct always
sce thet psper end hed missed it. "Live Letters" is o
very "live" cclum. The editor, Edwin Radford, is the
author of "Encyclupaedia of Phreses and Origins", which is
a mine of useful informetion, snd hes e plece of honour on
my bookshelf.
With kind regerds,
Always yours sincerelyk
FRANK RICHARDS.

Stonebridge Perk,
London, N.W.10.

July 12/52.

Deer Editor,

Then the Duke .f Edinburgh was ill with ;]mmdice
I sent him scme Megnets and §.0.L's tu read. —
I have just had them returned snd I thought you would
like tc see the very cordial letter I received with them
from the Duke's private secretery thenking me on his behalf
fur the loan of them.

Yours sincerely,
BILL MARTIN.
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b Mr. Champan Explains
44, Highmoor itoad,
Caversham,
Reading.
10.7.52.

Dear Mr. Leckenby,

Many thanks for your July No. In reply to your enguiry|
it was in March 1911 that frthur Clarke died and I took over
the illustration of the Magnet until 1928 when lir. Shields
helped me out - we more or less worked together, as he used
to take long holidays end then I took over and fill up the
gaps. He ususlly did the ccvers. 1In 1936, Shiclds, being
gbout 70, more or less retired, and I worked at the office
until 1940 at Tallis Street, I got to like him very much
and we were great pals.

He died in 1947, & very hard-working and charming
collesgue.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,
C. 7. CHAPMAN.
A Ledy Spesks Her Mind
783 Rathdown Street,
North Carlton, N.4.
Victoria, Jlustrelia.
Dear Editor, 9/1/52.

Your splendid little mag is really better if possible
then before., Everything in the May issue is splendid,

But I 2m not so plcased with Hr.Richards' late work.
He's altcred Cardew very much for the worse, also removed
Levison from the team and sent him into oblivion. Also I wa
very much ennoyed by Tom lMerry's idea that lenners wes 2 muchH
better fellow than Cardew. I've read too much about Cerdew'd
capacity for loyalty end sclf-sacrifice which far exceeds eny
thing of which lienners is cepeble to think enything of the ki

Ycu will greetly oblige me if you would publish these
sentiments about Cerdew and Levison.

I wes disappointed too in the futobiography - for thes.:
reasons., It was like reading the life of a crickecter or

diplomat where insteed of trlkdng nbout their cricketi ond
diplomatic experiences which mrdé them fomous, th.y éi?zgly

Ind ,

(Contd. foot of p.232,)
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BLAXIADNA. AUCUST 19524

Editoed by

e e= et e

LI ROUMD TABIE.
o Our usunl heading had to disappear agaln

this month due to prossure on space. Infortunately our
production costs will not nllov us to bo too lavish <Ath
the numbor of pages, so we have to cut down on fancy anl
wnnecessary trimuingss |y thanks to 0ll those vho have
rritten in this month, Blokinna correspondence hos moat
certeinly inereased during the stmier months cnd as o
result wo huove had sone interesting ideas and some rathor
rovealing information to the bargain. alter “ebb ms
interestod douply in ..erbort's article “The U.J, ot it'a
Peck" ond writes to the nuthor to some length on his idecd
on the the subject. +n the cowrso of this lottor valteor
montions one or two things vhich will be of groat intorest|
to mogt Bloko fonse I wus going to print his letter in
full but I think that it would bo botter if I troeantod it
as o full longth foature wnd so L hove doeided that ws
shall print it in the noxt issuo of thc CeDe in order thgt)
wo shcll not hove to eut out anything. Reador J.'J, Jook
of ‘atford sonds in a posteord to scy “The SAL Roviews™
YES, PLEASIY It wus tho OILY postecrd of tho month
despitc eir roquest for ono from oseh reador. liny I ¢
ask you cll to send along that carde I voimt to nXko qu
suro thet tho S.3.L. roviews ART wantod. T will docl +4th
your recuest ro tho Confodoration story vory soon ire Cool
Don't think it is forgotton, Last month TAlf Dnrvin
asked chovt tho GIfL Tood story "Five in Foar®.  ell,
owr old friend 2ill Colcambo vritos in to say thot ho is
of the opinion thot this story is n reprint of S.B.L. iloe
41 (2d sorios) "The Islond of the Cuilty®,  Ho said thed
he ccme aeross it in his loeal Pullie Library somotimo “go
I hopo this cnswvors your quory O.I5. "jilf,

Toll, the S«Z. Circle "camo to lifo" just aftor we
went to press last month, I had hopod to print the minut s
of tho soeond mcoting in the July numbor but it ug quito
impossibles It i3 arnoaring in this i ssuoe

‘aZonde lo Erw Tens Phivbina. Cordiff. S.'Bled.

B e ol Lol LT T PSP O,
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Bill Colcombo also sant along o smoshing article on ono
of tho fomous G, Tood cherncters “Tho Bleck Baglo"e I
hope to be =ble to print this in tho Scptombor issuo. It
#ill be nice to have anothor feoturo from Bill and oven
more interosting to read about an 0ld favouwrite vho has
been somovhot neglectod in past articless Has anyone
discoverod amything about a brothor to George liarsden
Plummer? 111l Goleombo says: "In compiling a list
of Tood storios I came across montion of G.l.P's brother
Larry Plummer, this wms in SeBeL. Nos 415 (2nd sories)
wurder in lmnchmida®s  He plays quite a prominent part
in this story but I cm find no mention of him in any
provious or subsequent story"s Porhaps someone else
ean help hore? Thenext letter comos from far off Austr-
2liae Jim Larralls writosi= T have boen roanding the
April odition of the CuDs ond was intercsted in one or
4w romorks modo in the Mound Tatle"s You invito commept
woll, hero goes. I onco thought thot Valtor Yobb's
articles wore vory fine bui now am hoarpily sick of them=
rno moro pleasel T would not like to sce the roviews of]
tho curront S.B.Ls back bocause the stories do not merit
ary attontion in tho magazines I egroo vith Anthony
Bokor vhen ho asks for tho rovival of numbers of the gg
However it vwould bc far betior to rovive mmbors of the
U.J, (& move in this diroction vill be made in the near
futuro, thanks to tho S.B. Circles ED)s Jim twishos all
roc.dora of Blakiang ond members of tho S.B. ¢ircle much
succoss and good huntinge Two vory intorosting lottors
nave come along from (a) We0.G, Lofts of London and (b)
Frank Willison of Cradloy Hewthe I om sorry I can't
dosl with their remorks in this prcked issue but vill
givo thom more attention in the September issue. In thg
meantime I will bo writing porsonzlly to boths I widh
I had 12 poges instead of 6 this monthi Anyny I hope
you will eentinue to write in and let me have your noews
and views and of course, your criticismse In the meoon-
tim I trust you will all havo had a goos ropding summor
andhave onjoyed old Bloko to tho full., liore next months
Cheerio for nove
He LIAURLCE BOND,
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1% LAST DAYS OF THE UITON JACK. by WILIRED DARTIN, _
= The Union Jack, cven towurds tho ond of publication

was still the best detoctive story paper on the markot.
Tho old authors, whose names haod bocomo by this timo, al= [
most synomymous vith thot of Soxton Bloko, wore still v ery]
actives Tht is more, tho samo old formula, Plummer,
Zonith, Vnldo, Rymer, T Ling ote, which had boen  followad)
so successfully in tho past, wns still adhorod to. One
or tvo now authors had nlso joinod upe Thoso wore gonorally
of a medioero quality though ono, in fact, showing any
roal brillinnces Tho oxeoption tms Donald Stuart, vhosa
gront Sexton Bloko stago Ploy brought tho Bakor Stroct
deteetivo boforo tho public eyo ng nothing clso could havel
dones Porhops his groctost contribution to tho UdJs s
"The Groon Jostor"s & strongo nome for o crimingl indeudl
for thero is nothing amsing about murder.  igny now ideah
were tricd out in the lattor days of tho U.J, obviously
wAth tho intontion of ineroasing cirewlation, Y1d char-
astore were rovived mnd now onog wore croateds  Opg
succoosful oxporimant was the rossuroction of the Rooeo
charnctdr and tho Crimingls Gonfodorations Gortain alt=
orations woro mado, hovovor, to the original toxt, which,
to me at loast, wms not oxactly agrocablos Eyon tho $itl dg
wore changeds I shall alunys maintnin that "Tho Hiddan
Headquartors" ws a baottor titlo than "Tho Squoalor", T
missod tho old illustrations tooe Up to cbout 1930 +he
quality of tho storios varicd littlos  Thoro may havo b
odd occasions perhaps, then an author wms not quite himself
but thoso woro fow and for botwome Aftor 1930, though

a cortoin amount of rot soamod to croop ine 4 scomed ag
if oithor the authors or thé publishors woro loging thoip
Brips In tho 0ld days thoro had boon o stylo ond dignity
about tho U.J. vhich the ronder did not fail te eporociate,
a stato of things vhich ws in marked contrast to tho yonry
vhich lod up to it's final closurcs For ono thing, tho
UsJe liko a fow othor poriodicals of tho timo, hod given
wy to tho inflummce of gnngstorim.  Gilbort Chostor and
Anthony Skano woro tho chiof offondorse In iy opinion
"Sexton Bloko savos Blackpool® and “Soxton Blako ¢l cns up
Chicago" wore vory poor stuff indoods Thoro wae a choap
noss about those ctorics vhich hordly did crodit to tho




254

papor or to Blokce  Small wondor, I think, thot tho Blake
trn dition bocmo almost non-okictonte I s alwuys vory
eritieal of the Blako in Afriea yrrns toos Though I usod
to road them I could not quito dispel tho fooling that Blak
ws out of his olamonts Charcters liko Lobangu and Sixe
pence gcamod queor compony for tho groat English dotective
It ws a pity though, for Rex Hardinge, vho pennod those
gtorios of Bloko in Africa is a good writore Though I
have not rond cny of his more rocant yorns I shall alwnys
remonbor with intorest that grond story of his thich app~
oorod during the lattor days of tho U.Je "The Licn Who Sold
Depth"e Horo wne Rox Hordingo ot his boste Evon G, He
Tood the rocognisod genius of the foroign travol gtory
could not hove writton o botbor ono thon thise Ineidone
tally tho subjoet of tho story was ono vhich had shortly
bofore beon givem no little cmount of space in tho U.J,
Dotoctivo Lingnzine supplomont =~ tho dangorous drug trafficy
It i5 intorosting to noto thot sovorsl of tho more famous
Bake avthors vrote articles for this worthy cddition to
Pexton Blakes Own papers Rex Hordinge wroto the last stofy
ovor to be printed in tho old U,Js Unfortunately it ms
just another stercotypod Blake in Africa yarne Personally
T could have .cuggested a more fitting "finnle" for vhat wnf
without doubt, agrand papere.
. T T T e B T g N T M g g gy gy g g gy g g g
TALKING OF BLAKE by GRAHAM DAVIES. Port IT,
Tho first S.B.L. I over bought wms "The Dgotleggzer's
Victin" by Ge He Teed, vhich appoarcd, I boliovo, in Hov:s
1929 To my groat (very groct) oxcitamoemt I found that
thore woero FOUR S.B.Ls published overy month, ae well as
the Union Jack (vhich I discovared a fov days later) which
cppoored woekly,  What boy could Inve rofrained from osk-
ingy at the first suitclle opportunity, if ho might bo alld4
owod to have the S.BuLa dolivoroed regulerly every month
from tho nomagent, with tho othor papers? Espocinlly as
he wos quito willing to go wvithout his pockot moncy for -
_chocolate, vhich did him moro horm thon good any\:n{. The
boy's fothor, however, ohjocted on two grounds. irgt,
bocouso .tho storics wero trash, and would only put undcs=
iroblo ideas into his heads (In lator yoors I discovered
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saue SsB.Ls in my fothor's bedrooams - I-wonder how thoy
got there?) Socondly because tho emnll primt would ruin
his cyosights On this scoro, I must admit, his objeotion
w8 Yo a cortain extent upheld, but luckily, as it hopp-
ened, in tho bogiming of 1930 %the Sexton Rlake Libramy
wes published in on' onlarged form, with niuch ' bigger ‘piint
than had bocn used previously, and the boy's eyesight ma
thereby saved from possible parmanent impairmants  In any
caso tha boy's kind mother pranised him that ho could have
the fowr stories every month; and (oh, indulgencel) that
he could also hove the U.J. every .wok 2f ho wishode How-
tho monthly books and the wockly paper wore longingly ' -
awited and lovingly treasuredi . Each U.J,, hoving boan
roads bodng placed carofully at the bottom of the over
-groving pile (=0 ns to koop tho earlier dates and maoriug
frosl); and ococh S.B.L. placed in its corract. placo aco=
ording to numbors = #nd thom, in 1932, there wis published
the New Sorios S.BiL. with 96 Pages and. a colourod cover, "
I reimbor that I was: in ‘bod,-rroccva:jing from mensles, vh
the first foir of those bigger and ‘better S.B.Ls were de-
liverod by our nowsagent's boy. I heard them drop through
the letterbox, and my mother brotight them to mo in bed;
four few; unopenocd; matchless Sextor Hakes et ol
-'-r-.-.ﬂ--.--.-‘---------'----.-b---.--r- gy g
- 2 ’ Minutes of 'a mecting hold st 256[
South Avs Southend, on Sunday 25th May 1952 at 3.p.m,
Uembers present:s Bob Blythe, Bill Golcambe, Rox Dolphin,
Harry Homer, Norton Price, Charlie & Olive Wright, Ben
Whitor, Archio Young, 1.-lLiinutos of last oceting read by
Harry Homere MNorton Price proposed thoir acceoptans,; Bill
. « Rox
| Dolphin notified exponditure of 3/9a since last mocting,
tho stm of 5/3d boing gtill in hond. 3, Propaséd work for
0.Ds Arnual 1952, . “Suggestod tho folloving items bo sube
mittod to Lowrice Bond for possible inclusions (a) 4 vay
intorosting lottar from Anthdny Skens to Archio Young,
tringing out among other things his personal attitude to
his work, and the origin of Zenith. Arichie Young proposo
its submission, Horry Homer sccondod thig, and tho motion
ws carriods (b) A list of titlos of John G, Brandon'sg wor!
to bo preparod by Bill Cole mbo and checkod by Norton Priced
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(e) A list of EeSe Brooks titlos, to bo prepared Bo
Blytho ond chockod by Norton Pricoe (d) A puul:yno::m-
iton by Rox Dolphin, 4. Work Done and to bo Done,
Other author-lists are in proparation, ond it is intonded
ovontunlly t6 have a complote list for mombers' rof:i of
UeJs SeBele and D.W. titlos in numerical ordorj and a con-
plote list of oach najor author's works with mention of
tho charactors fonturods TWhilo it is hopod to publigh
the author=lists in subsoquont oditions of tho Mpnual, it
is falt that this would sproad them ovar too long a pariod
vhilo tho menthly C.Ds is not so hondy as o pormenent ref-
ercnco guides By a voto of 5 to 3 it wns agrood to 7o~
gtrict such lists to U.J. S.B.L. and D.We to No. 120,
Bill Colcmbe is proparing a liat of G,H. Eod-’-g worky,
Rox Dolphin is working on Guyn Evaonse and @Glbort Chester,
nssigtod by Norton Price on Gwyn Evanse Liste vhon chock
om bo submitted to Harry Homor or Rox Dolphin for nultdpld
copy typings 5. lHoxt Meotings .Hospitality was offored
ty Norton Prico and Charlio cnd Oliw Wright and voting
wos in fowur of holding tho noxt mooting at Groonwich, 12
Ashburnhant Plago, Sunday 12th Octobor at 3.p.ms 6a At
4,45 tho mooting wms doclarod closed. ; ;
B ol ok kol ol et et R TR TP L PPl Pl il Lt il
SF BLAKE IN TIIE EXWARDIAN ERA b
The occasion s on impo: ono, for now scicnco building
had just becn addod to tho school & tho Princo Of Walos w
eoning down to opon theme Melson Leo, in honour of tho occd
asion, had decidod to givo tho first publie oxhibition of
his aoroplano by flying to Ote Nimian's and cireling round
tho now buildings vhilst tho coromony wus in progross, tho

—mamaan

shrpriso. Thore sps no sign of Loo thon Bluko and Tinker
arrivod, but Mippar wms thoro in Khaki uniforn - ono of a
dotachmant of tho school roflec corpss vho wero awniting th
Prinee cnd vho vore to form a guard of honowr vhilet the

4o ‘hin it occurod to Nippar thot Honasoll might choose that
gonont to atboapt to take tho Princo's life, but Hloke ws
confident thot tho erdok would mot stort vork so quicklye

| 1doa Yoing to givo the Princo and-evarybody olso o thrillizg

addross ws boing prosontods Vhon mrttors woro oxplainecd

Chdptor 13 will appocr noxt nonthe

od
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