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WILLIAM MARTIN
93, Hillgide, London, N.W,10. Willesden 4474 .

Offers these 0,B,B. for sale,
S.A.E. with all enguiries,

13 copiea of the Vanguard - all School Storiss -

1907 and 1908 ., Wi o - oo , ag
3 Volumcs Vanity Fair & Collectors Miscellany ..
100 copies of Magnet & Gem, 700 - 900, o st
Large Consignment Magncts & Gems, 1000 - 1483 ..
Monster Volumes 1 and 2 L . s “

Volumes Magnet 1918, 51 copies, 1 missing, 1919
52 copies complete. The Popular 354-388 1925/

35 copies consecutive - e ata .e ate
Bound Volumes Union Jacks, 1160-1203, 54 copies.
consecutive . i i .- 47 W% .o
About 20 early Red and Green Magnets and Gems,
bound in single copies, 1908-10 - very nice
jtems .- e . o o i e

Sexton Blake Libraries 1915,Nos,1-20 1st Series.
Bound Volume Gem 1920, 621-646, 26 copies,. ..
Bound Volume Gem, 437-464, 1916, 28 copies,

Rare Volume Bxtra Woodeuts from Warwick Reynolds
Gallery. It also includes the B. F. L. - Under
Sealed Orders by Martin Clifford. The volume
was edited by H.A.Hinton, and Martin Clifford
illustrated by Warwick Reynolds, znd R.Mac-
donald, Collectors Item .. ¥ o . -

from:

William Martin,
93, Hillside,

London, N.%,10,
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FROM THE EDITOR'S @HATR

Oh! Those Prices! Some time sgo 8 Mr. J. Beck,

4 vieldenshaw Road, Forest Hill, London, S.E.23, advertised
some books for sale in Exchange & Mert. Don Webster wrote
to him and got & reply in which Mr. Beck steted he had sold
2 Holidsy Anmual but still had & "Chums" 1922 which he hed
apparently bought when published. For this Mr. Beck -
prepare to gasp - seid, "I suggest £6." Six pounds! I'll
spell it out, so that there will be no misteke. I'm very
mach afreid Mr. Beck will have had to come down to earth
talk shillings insteed of pounds, for as most of our members)
know, "Chums" of almost eny year ere frequently offered in
Foyle's in mint condition for no more than 10/- end they
heve been bought in other second-hsnd bookshops for much
less.,

A1l the seme, let us be feir to Mr. Beck. He is not a
member of our circle, and it is possible he is not scqueinte
with the prices 0ld boys' bocks can commend &t the present
time, (though one can't help wondering whet happened to that
Holidey Annual). However, supposing one single copy of @
red Megnet and a massive scarlet—cled Chums volume of
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800 odd peges packed with stories by populer suthors were
pleced before & strenger end he wes told thet the Chuus wes
worth no more, if s much, as the one copy of the lMegnet, he
would probably be bewildered, wouldn't he?

We know the resson, of course, even so, it's remarkable

"Annuel" News. Since last writing I heve received o
superb erticle from Eric Feyne entitled, "The Rosmings of
the Rio Kid". It's honestly Eric ¢t his very best end you
know what thet meens. If you heve never read any of these
yerns you will want to efter digesting this,

Further, severel members of the Sexton Rlrke Circle ere
hard st work with the object of meking the Blokiasne section
full of intereating end veluable informstion. And I've jusd
finished "There Were Other Schools™. It's been done in
snatcues but I think it will heve ile sppeal,

llore news next month. Meenwhile, have you ordercd
your copy yet? Aand mey I sppeel for s few zdverts? These
help when the reckoning day comes.

Thet Loss. I em extremely groteful for the numerous
expressions of sympethy I have received over the loss of the
"rnmoel™ subs. I mentioned last month. I sinccrely thenk
those tco who promptly took action over the cheques. I have
good reason to believe the money was stolen, but proving it
world be difficult. '"Tis pity thet not a1l wolk in the
stens of our freternity.

1951 bhnnval. I urgently require two copics of last
yeer's Lnnucl for & couple of overseas membors who did not
get their copies.-  Coen anyonv help?

" smother innual. By the time these lines sre in print
the populer Tom Merry's Own (Msndeville Publications) will
be out. 4s usurl it will contein long complete stories of
St.Jim's, Greyfrirrs end Cercroft, together with other
stories snd special fertures. .. femast of rerding in 200
pages. Price 10/6.

In Reminisc.nt licod. "The Deily Meil" Jmgust 13th
contrined two letters of interest especirlly to older members|
of our circle.. Ir. Arthur Ord-Hume, of Pinner, snid:
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u., flooting wherf, towed across the Chennel for lending
troops £nd guns on the coest of France, wes fertured in a
sensetionel story for boys in the year 1900. This ided
boceme 8 very important reslity in the lest wer."

I venture to suggest I know the story he referred to -
wBritein in foms" by Hemilton Edwards, which sppesred in the
"Boys' Friend".

Lnd Mr. Percy C. Brown, M.Ah., Grevelly Hill College,
Birminghen, remerked:

"fhen I wes 12 (in the Neughty Nineties) we read the
reel thing - four full-length seriels in eddition to
precticel srticles. Thosc were the deys of resding (no
picture "strips") often surreptiously under the desk. Ve
stored our "bloods" for re-reeding, instesd of lesving
them as litter on the clesssroom floor."

My wordl we ought to try end get Messrs. Ord-Hume end §
Brown into our freternity, for surely we heve something in
common.

Next Month's C.D. Should the October number be & day
or two 1lrte I am sure I sholl be forgiven, for it will be
due to thet long aweited holidey.

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECKENBY .

T_ITiD: sicgnets betwsen 700 snd 900 or Bound Copics. Pre-
wer Hotspurs, Triumphs, Skippers, idventures, Wizerds,
Rovers rlso collected. Lists to Church Cottege, Lelehem,
}ir. Steines, Middlesex.

FOR S.1E OR EXCI_NGE: Union Jocks No's 656, 770, 872 (Pink)]
1062, 1140, 1217, 1247, 1344, R. L. Nicholls, The Grey Housg
VWhitchurch, Bristol.

SLIE: "“Collectors' Digest, No's 58 to 68; 014 Boys Book
Collector, No.l. Offers, 6 Cororoft Chromicles.
... Johnson, Reby Cottege, Reby Perk, Neston, Wirrel,
Cheshire«

1L, 4 iilbonk Crescont, Derlington, wents legnets, S.P.C's4
Collectors' Miscellenius. Offers lirgnets, Gems, Boys'
Friends, Helson lees, Boys' Reelms,- Populers.
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POPUL.R PAPFRS OF THE P..ST
No. 19 - The "Modern Boy".
By Neil C. Gourley

(Note.- Tie welcome & new-comer to our peges. Judging by
letters I heve received from Neil, he hes £ real knowledge
of meny of the old pepers and I heve en ides you will be
hearing from him sgein. - H.L.)

The other dey I wes reeding "Billy Bunter mong the
cennibals". This is not the best of the Bunter series,
being I believe spoilt by the undue sttention given to the
fat boy s compered with those far more interesting cherac—
ters — The Femous Five.

However, it wes not the Greyfriers characters thet in-
spired thie erticle but the mention of King of the Islends
in this particulsr Bunter Book. Rerding the nemes of Ken
King tnd his mcte Kit Hudson, owmers of the kcteh "Dewn", my
mind was turned back to the deys before I knew of eny con~
nection between Mr. Cherles Hrmilton snd Fronk Richerde or
Mertin Clifford.

In the lete thirties, as fer s I wes concerned, Cherle
Hemilton wes one of the top writers of "Modern Boy"™ end
crestor of one of my favourite heroes from thet megezine -
xing of the Islends. I don't know whether it wes due to
nis drys of trevel but the beckground to those trles of
copre traders end pirecy in the South Seps scenmed very
reelistic, ond yerrs leter,when I discovered '/. Somerset
jlrughen's South Sees stories, I felt gquite nostelgic.

I woe quite surprised to find that Cherles Hemilton
could run o very originel achool story when I first resd his
ngchool for Sleckers". This very ironic, humorcus tsle wes
gomehow different from his Greyfriers or St.Jims yerms,
probebly beceuse it hed o grerter unity of theme ond peid
more pttention to the plot then the verious charscters. It
derlt with the reforms in cless rnd grmes mede by # keen
young herdmester when he took cherge of o school where the
prefects ley in bed till 9 o'clock in the morning #nd the
first eleven cricket teems hed ncver been knowm to win e
metch, The most emusing development wes when the new hesd-
negter mede one of the fegs new school cricket ceptein end
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give him euthority over the prefects. This serirl wes
loter reprinted in the Schoolboys' Own Iibrary.

In my adult yeers I beceme interested in _mericen
history end the story of the development of thet greet con-
tinent. Yet I first ceme soross the Pan Handle of Texes snd
hesrd rbout the Tild Viest in those engrossing stories of the
Rioc Kid - Texen Outlew told in Texsn dirlect by Relph Redwsy)
which wes yet enother Cherles Hemilton pen-neme.

The Modern Boy could thus slmost cleim to be es much
Cherles Hemilton's magszine ws the Mrgnet end the Gem.

4lmost but not quite for, esmong the non-Homilton suthorp
were suoh nermes £s John Beresford, W. E. Johns, George E.
Rochester end Percy F. Vestermen.

Beresford wrote what I think were the funniest ferces
of boys' fiction -~ the "Told In The Tuckshop" stories. These
were verious "tall toles" told by & schoolboy in the school
tuckshop. They concerned such fentastic heppenings #8 a
men whose mind wes exchsnged with thet of & horse, o drug
which mede » boy grow whiskers, etc. etc. Eech trle wes
complete in itself but usurlly concerned ome or other of the
reletives of the story-teller. L selection of these storiep
wes reprinted in the Schoolboys' Own Librery. -

To boys of todey "Biggles" is e No.l flying hero. From)
the books I see in the shope he eppesra to be reslly up to
dete -~ of 1952 erc. I &m never tempted to resd one of thesp
modern Biggles stories for to me Biggles is the srme
Lieutenrnt Bigglesworth of the Royrl Flying Corps whose
pdventures in whet was then "The Greet Wer' I lapped up in
“iodern Boy". These stories of the firet serirl dog fights
sgrinst the"oir circuses" of Imperisl Germeny had more
developed cherccters then the modern stories. Todey it is
the sercplenes themselves which seem more importent that the
characters. In these World Ver I stories one seemed to
re-live the feeling of tension within the serodrome es the
plenes returned end they counted the missing. The Germen
rrmies were treated not £8 Nezi thugs but 2s men of honour:
Perhops this trectment was unreclistic but it mede en im-
pression on the boy reeders et the time.

George E. Rochester rlso told mony £ good World Tar I
air story in "Modern Boy". His Scotty of the Secret Squedr
yorns were only equelled by his Gruy Shcdow Spy fdventures.

M-ny Modern Boy scries concerned Motor Recing. I sm
efreid I wes not very fond of these perticuler stories but

O



— -264~
no doubt someonc will hove meny hrppy recollections of then. |

To me, however, the mein recson for getting "Modern Boy!
wes to reed of "Ceptein Justice". T believc Captein Justicq
sterted his edventures in errly issues of "Modern Boy™. I
never rerd them myself but I think he wes originclly =
npodern outlew" r¥enging some injustice to his father. By
the time I storted tu follow his sdventures he wos ¢
scientific edventurer cut to right wrongs anywhere in the
world. He end his comrades had two beses - Justice Islsnd
snd Titontes Tower, = metal structure erected in the middle
of the oceen by Professor Fleaznsgel, the white-hnired
scientific genius. They alsc had o squadron of up-to-dete
pirereft end o huge eir-ship. Equipped with 211 the inven-
tions of the Professor, Crptein Justice & Co. hed some very
smezing sdventures.

They enccuntered strenge wild men in the Sergosse See
or plumbed the depths of the cceen in an undersess crewler.
They went to South hmerice in o huge Robot welking along the
ocean bed end fought ¢ bettle with 2 rivel robot crested by
& crooked scientist. :

I cen remember seversl vivid incidents. Ceptrin Justicsq
& Co. creeping vie the sewers intc the Robot City up the
Amezon where 8 scientific criminel held the Professor end
other world femous scientists ss helpless slaves under the
influence of & strenge drug.

inother episode which lingers in my mind is the one
waere Ceptein Justice & Co. voyeged to on rlien plenet
approeching the Berth end then hed to escope quickly when thy
plenet begen to breck up under the iriluence of grevity.

But whether it wes fighting Gient Ants in on _rene in
the Sehere desert, escaping from pre-historic monsters in e
lost velley, or saving ¢ perrlysed London from the plundering
of e Mester Criminsl, Coptain Justice #nd his fricnds were
glweys cheerful. There wes 0'lirlley the rotund Irish doctor
plweys heving tricks pleyed upon him by Radio Operetor Len
Comnor rnd Midge the irrepressible urchin with ¢ niclmzme for
everything end everybody. Professor Flrznagel with his wisp
of white besrd ond endless courrge wos probably the only old
men to be £ herc in ¢ boys' magezine.

Justice himseclf, perked cep rekew, jutting rcd besrd,
with e twinkle in his eye wes worth s thousand Den Deres,
becruse one felt he wes humen. 1

the "fai story™ herce % igr: crtoon L
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megezines, Justice & Cu. could meke mistrkes - rnd they could
get slong without eny scientific gedgets too.
. i h:mi{ Etfrl Rcbinson Crusoe ¢nd the Jules Verne "Dropped

oM " "
wlzl-ich theccgmgdegeﬂgg 'Htggaﬁggrglen':%ae 2 éged
in the Amezon jungle with only their bere hende to help them
fight their way out.

Most of the Ceptein Justice yerns were elso reprinted
£8 novels in the "Boys' Friend Librery". The suthor was
Murrey Roberts — who he wes I wish reeders of C.D. could
enlighten me — V/es he ¢ pen neme, or did he only write
Justice yerns?

The end of the Modern Boy ceme o8 elmost en insult.

It wes the first A.P, mogezine to be hit by the wer when in
sutumn of 1939 it was combined with - of ell pepers - the
Boya' Cineme. .

WAITED iagnets, Gems, Populers, Boys' Friends, Schoolboys'
Own Libreries before 1921, Greyfriers Holiday Annuels end
Heralds efter 1921. Offers several volumes Boys' Own
pepers from 1886-1917, Scouts end Chums in exchenge.

pavid Stecey, "The Beechea", Svuthend Roed, Wickford, )
Essex. .

FOR SLLE: Back mumbers "Collectors' Digest", or will
exchange for Union Jecks, Nelson Lees or other papers.
W. Dexrwin, 76 /estern Road, Eest Dene, Rotherhem, Yorkshire.

LNTED: Magnet 897, Schoolbcys' Own 236, 219. Will
cxchenge Schoolboys Owns 246, 274, 293, 326, 356, 386, 395,
401 end Megnets 802, 806, 808. 814, 848, for Greyfriars
and Rockwood Schoolboys! Owns before 300.

Gurdon Thompson, 53 Viellesey Perk, Belfest.

!ggggyzr 01d copies-'of Magnet, Gen, 1ld Populer,&ec|
Good prices paid.J.F.Bellfield, 24 Grainger Iane,
Cradley Heath, Staffs,
FOR : Magnets, Gems, (many prev.1915% Sch'

5 es, Monsters,Chums Annuals 1920-23,0ffers
S.A.E. Iowes, 15 Edith St., Tynemouth, Northumbld

LATE NEWS:
The "Bunter Books" are to be published in
future by Messrs.Cassell & Company, Limited. H,L,




-266-

HLMILTONIAY ———
S o

Conducted by Herbert Leckonby

Iy cumments on "The Heert of iLfriee" seriasl two months
pgo hes brought r lot of requests for more informetion ebout
the cerly stories by Cherles Hemilton. Ome enthusisst, in
fect, hos suggested o publicetion giving ¢ record of #11 his
stories, & kind of"History of Hemiltonie™. Thet would be &
formideble tesk, one I doubt the mester could schicve him-
self. It would certainly be en interesting end e remarkebl{
document if it ever did see the light of dey. 111 I say
for the moment is thet I will do my best to help towerds it
by ferreting out some stories which though written round
sbout 50 yeers ago will be new t¢ most, if not all of you.

Well, for # stert, Herry Stables, of Bredford, hes
kindly lorned me Nos. 1-12 "Best Budget" end 1-25 "Lerks".
These two pepers between them contein the run of thet serisl
"Tthe Heert of Africe". 37 instelments was quite 2 nice run
In sddition to this there ere seversl complete stories
written under Chcrles Homilton's reel neme. They fre as
follows: -

Best Budget No.8, 3/5/02: “The Schooldays of Jeck Jingle's
or, "The Boys of Rcdeliffc'.

Best Budget No.ll, 24/5/02: ". Terrible Temptetion"
— ¢ Thrilling Vhitsuntide R.mence.

"Lerks" Nc.4, 28/6/02. "The New Boy at Redeliffe".
" No.9, 2/8/02: "The Perils of the Pampas".
n No.l4, 6/9/02: "Iuchmce the Avenger".

Then there sterted, efter o good deel of sdvertieing,
e new series of storics under the heeding "The ‘msazing
Ldventures of Ceptein Popedille". TFour I hove note of were

Lerks, No.l7, 27/9/02: “Ceptrin Popedillo's Luck".
" No.20, 18/10/02: "it The Sword's Point".
" Np.23, 8/11/02: "How Cept. Pop. Saves the Emperor".
" No.26, 29/11/02, "The Conspirstors of the Chrtesu
Rouge" .
Ceptein Popedills was described as the fighting Irishmey
snd the period wee the Peninsuler "ler. The stories would
eppurr to heve ceught on, for in "Lerks" No.25 it wes
enmnounced that £ scrirl concerning Cept. Popedille would stoy

iz
I
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shortly. These deteils ere perticularly interesting, for
it is possible thet Ceptein Popsdille of 50 yeexrs ego wes
the first of 211 Cherles Hemilton's "chsxrscters". He
deserves £ place in the records for thet reeson slone.
Fext month I hopc to sey something sbout the Jeck Talbot
Circus stories which appeered in Pluck end for which the penf
neme Herry Dorrien wes used. :
LESULT COF “GREYFRI.RS CHLRLCTERS" CONTEST
There was e very hesvy entry for this popular contest,

end the adjudicators found their clericsl work both exciting
end intriguing es the verious cherscters in the list chenged
pleces time efter time ss the votes poured in to the Editor'
office. The following is the finsl order of populerity s
determined by the popular vote.

lst. H. HLRRY WHARTON.

2nd. L. Billy Bunter.

3rd. B. Bob Cherry.

4th. G. Vernon-Smith.

Sth. D. Mr. Quelch.

6th. C. Horece Coker.

Tth. P. Lord Meuleverer.

8th. E. Horree Singh.

The Prize of One Pound hes been sent to
W. L. Williemson,
410, Oazkwood Lene,
Ruundhey, Leeds 8,
who pleced no less than 5 of the cheracters in their correct
positions, end thureby obtained 26 points in the contest.

The result of the voting is extremely interesting.
There wes never any doubt, after tha first 40 or so votes hsd
been registered, that Herry Wharton would come first. He
took the lead from the beginning end held it essily till the
finish. The views on Bunter were intriguing. He hed most
firsts, but there-were so many who hed no time for him at 21]
plecing him laat or seventh thet, on points, he could only
gein second pleace.

Hurree Singh ceme in & very poor lest. There were vel:|'
few voters who did not plece him ot the tail of the list.
The most surprising, perheps, was thet Horace Coker best
Lord kruleverer, for, while # resder either likes or losthes
Horace, surely everybody mst like:Meuly.
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One cr two resders rsked why such populsr chorccters us
Nugent. Hedwing, snd Wibley were not included in the list.
The enswer is thet 8 scems to be the idesl number of cherec-
ters to include in ¢ contest, tnd the 8 sclectod seemed to by
the most represcntetive of Greyfrisrs. Meybe, ot e loter
dste, the COLLECTORS' DIGEST will run 2 similer contest, snd
include 8 of the lesser lights who 211 have their meny
supporters.

CHUMS .ACROSS THE CH.NNEL
By Jim Tslsh

It is my pleesure once sgein - for the third yeer running
in fret - to revive for you some of the pleesent memories
pgsociated with the holidey trips of our much-travelled chumg

For the pest two yeers we have been sfoot in our own
country #nd while I find the call of our own dusty lenes snd
green fields rs strong #s ever, perhaps o change of scene and
stmosphere will do us all good.

So what sey if we “do" the continent this yesr?

Right! get your pessports reedy end join us on the
Chennel boat st Folkestone.

Incidentally, I heve scme specielly good news for you.

You see, some of the cheps to whom the idee of thie trip
hed been mooted head heard thet both Greyfriers and St.Jims
were "going over" this yeer end opinions were & bit divided
e8 tc which achcol should, unknowingly, be honoured with cur
company «

In fact, during the course of 2 slightly hested srgument
between two of the cheps in our perty I overhesrrd 2 remerk td
the effect that "they're & bit too juvenile for me" though td
whom exectly he wes referring T couldntt quite gether (which
is just ea well beceuse it will save further correspondence
on the subject!)

viell, doubts end fears cen be set st rest becruse, es
stated, I heve some geod news which is thet this ycar the
perties from both schools will be trevelling together.

In cther words, it will be ¢ strictly Hemilton "do" end
duel personslities will mot enter into it if you kmow whet
I mesn.

Well, here we ere on Woerd at lest. Disposing ourselved
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cn deck £8 best o5 the bustle end beggege ellow, we ere at
length able to take stock of our fellow pessengers. Most do
not meyit a2 seccnd glance end then - our eyes become fixedj
glued to the row of youthful figures who line the reil. Ve
mervel et the fresh, easger faces; es if they, who heave

ed this Ch 1l sc many times were now sceing it all
for the first time.

Ve try to single out femiliar figures snd faces in the
twu groups, each e little spart, but the bustle of palsdngerlw
end crew meke it difficult. We do notice thst one group is
asccompenied by a barrel - no, sorry, its humen for berrels
do not, presumably, stuff jem terts into their interior!

A clue to the identity of the other is given by a ®
remark of the stout ledy et our side.

"ihs that young gent 'ad & haxident with his spees,
George™"

"Don't be silly, merthe," replied G.orge, an aquauy
stout gent in & loud check suit, "thet's & heyegless 'e's
weﬂx'in“'.

However, our observetions are cut short by the gengwey
being pulled in, the propellers churning snd the bost nosing
out into the open chammel,

Although the day ie bright end clesr, & rather stiff
breege is getting up end the waves begin to look e bit choppy.
Meenwhile we have edged nesrer the group we now know to be
the Greyfriers fellows and we overhear the fat youth making |
gome remerks to his ccmpenions: the burden of which is thet
Nugent luoks a bit ghestly, Cherry e bit green round the
gills end the other fellows in similar poor shepe. These
remarks not, we gather, intended to be sympsthetic, eesch being
interspersed with that familisr cechinetion likened tc en
alarm clock going off.

Ve hed mot long to wait for the sequel for we hed ob-
served with some slarm thet the fet owl's gastronomlc
exertions hed contirmed unsbated. Sure enough, # few min-
utes later, we watch the porpoise being carried below, no
doubt fervently wishing, as on #11 such previous occesions,
that the ship would teke the nhortent route to firm
and touch bottom!

But we have no further time to bestow on our fellow
pessengers, for soon the shores of Le Belle France loom
ehead. Everyone grabs his baggage end before long we gre
ashore and passing through the customs.




270

One or tw. of vur chaps remasrk on how familisr it all
seems althuugh they have not been sbroad before. Ls we
shuffle slong there are remarks like - "Du you remember when
Bunter got stuck in the door of the passport office with a
fat French lady?" end "Du you remember when Gussy said to
the French porter -" and so on. Yes, it's no wonder it sll
seems so femiliar!

Bunter, baving lust his carge is anxious to rostow it o
the noarest cafe. D'hArcy, heving lost his topper due to an
unfcrtunste eccident. when he slipped down & companion wey and
get on it, is anxious tc replace it at the nearest hstters.

Here. in oach cese, & pcene is enacted that will be
repeeted many times before the trip is over and has taken
pl_ce on every visit since - well, since the time it was
worth the trouble of stooping to pick en odd frenc off the

ound «
Ll Bunter demsnds the astounded weiter to bring him for
his repesst en article of diet which, when produced, turns out
to be & lump o<f coal on e plste!l His emagement, however,
is no greeter then that of the hatter who is asked by Gussy
to supply e "chatesu" in place of the lost "chapeau".

"Whether you regerdthis oft-repeated theme as screem-
ingly funny or just mildly emusing, it is, on the one hend,
a boon to the esuthor who requires en interlude to £i11l out
a chapter Between the verious appesrances of the villein on
the scene end, on the other, it provides a painless way of
improving our French - if any."

The Cuntinental Crooks

Speaking of villains, my ettention has just been drawn
to e furtive, shifty-eyed individual who scems more than =@
little intervsted in the muvements of the juniors' perty.

I wonder if he ie-enotherof those faseinating cherscters
who dogged the juniors' fuotsteps on almost every continental
excursion - surely the most ubiquitous crooks in all fictionl

There was & feir variety of these gentry, of verious
colours and netionelity; es often es not he wrs a swarthy
Itelien, habilituelly referred to ss "the dago".

Unsleeping, he wes cverywhere ot all times.

On lesving cur ville in the morning we cetch ¢ glimpse
of this furtive charecter, slouched hat pulled well down ovepr
his eyes. In the midst of & erowd on the Place de le
Conccrde or the "Wu¢ de Wivoli" there he is st our elbow to |
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pick vur pucket or snatch from cur hand the valusble package,
or document he seeks so assicucusly. If we take 8 gquiet
evening welk in the garden up he pops from behind a bush and
at night, while we sleep, there he is with one leg over the
balcony .

Our croock has, spparently, unlimited resources. A
fast car, motor-boat or plene cen be scquired at a moment's
notice and on the juniors' tail before you cen say "Plesse
Book in Advance". To further his nefarious plans, mamerous
other small-time orocks and bendite, from Apaches in Paris
to gondoliers in Venice, are st his beck and osll.

He has an intelligence system that would turn M.I.5 or
the F.B.I. green with envy.

Here we are soaring up in our plane, having secretly
decided to flip over into Itely, leesving the thwarted crook
a gibbering speck the French landscape.

Hark to the fellows then, strolling under the hot
Itelian sun and complimenting themselves on having at last
got rid of the dago. But lo! one of the chaps has dawdled
behind and got cut off from the rest. Imagine our - and
more 80 his - horrified surprise to find the point of & shexp
knife sticking in his back and to hear that sinister voice °
hiss in his ear the one word - "Silensiol"

From my mental survey of this continentel Roguea'Gellery
my mind and eyes revert Bgain to the slinking figure who had
first attracted my notice.

I em startled — but not reelly surprised - to see him
place his hand benesth his rsther tattered coet and withdraw
en cbject that momentarily glesms bright in the sun. He
drews up cluse behind Bunter end mekes a swift movement.
Next moment his knife comes into play - not on Bunter but on
the contents of the small parcel he had -snatched up when it j
had fallen from Bunter's stuffed pocket - & pork pie.

I kmew he was a crook!

- bLnd Casinos

ind now — 8till in the wake of our Chums - we have
reeched # scene that, to those of you who have travelled U:I.tf
them through the years, will be as familier sa that of our
own Kent end Sussex - the magic Riviersa.

I will not try end emalete the gifted pen thet drew it
sc meny times - the long cosst road, the pa » the white

| willes end hotels nestling behind luxuriant vegetetion end
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exotic flowers; luoking out over the blue Mediterranesn
where elaegent yachts ride proudly amidst the white seils of

more megic et night in its dark velvet cloak,spangled by a
myried gleeming stars.

But the most outstending festure of this exotic scene
wes that white building where the rhythmie streins of the

bells inside - the Cesino.

given to sermonising on the evils attendant on the urge to
smeass & pile of uncarmed wealth Yy forecasting the ultimete
locetion of thet little bouncing bell. But, by reason of
necessity or curiosity, they not infrequently found them-
selves on the wrong side of those shady portals.

Such ¢ cese must have been the present, when our esrs
ere sssailed by e discordant medley cf squesls end yells.
We wonder if » pig is being led to the slsughter but it's a
porker of enother type being led ewey from it — by e pair of
fet ears. Their owner, willy-nilly, follows them, they
being in the vice-like grip of e couple of Greyfriars fellows
to whom he loudly, but vainly, protests thet his very next
steke weuld heve leid the foundetion of his fortune.

But, emid smiles, we reccllect less humorous situations
when the desire to .bserve the foibles and frailties of less
strong-willed species then themselves hed led the Chums into
several drematic situctions.

We recall several of those Jekyll snd Hyde charscters
who sometimes eccompanied the schoolboys; in his ordinary

end therefore unsuspected. And there he wes, to the juniorg
shocked surprise, sitting et the geming teble or stumbling
down the steps with the ghestly heggerd fece of thc gembler
who hes mede his last throw - and lcst!

Occesionally, on their trevels, the Chums ran into old
scqueintences sc it is not surprising we did likewise. So
it wes that we observed three youths, teller than fourth
formers, strolling slong the Promendede des Angleis. The
tellest of the three, # beefy fellow of rugged countensnce,

countless smeller ocreft. Ower head, the deep blue wky, evemn

orchestrs outside was punctuated by the rhythmic click of the

The Chums, with ome or two notsble exceptions, being all
upright, clean-living youths ss we curselves were, were oftemn

duties e men who is urbene, deferential and knows his place 4

is talking; though he is not, a8 we first swrmised, using e
hone. other twc, £ little in the reer, poss e
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meening glence tc eech other - then sidle up o turning end
vanishi*+ The fellow in front contimues telldng — end tann.:lg
¥3illy .isses," he mutters, "they've got themselves lost
egein. Lnd we're dining et the Grend Continental at five
v'elock., I wonder if the chumps will heve sense encugh to
find their way there in time?"
They hadl i -

Well, now our trip is dreawing to its close. We've had
lots of fun - end not & little excitement. Though some of
cur perty - to whom the 'teens sre only £ pleasent memory -
sre dregging their feet & little, Bob Cherry's energy end
spirits ere as unbounded ss when he sterted.

So, tuo, is Bunter's appetite. He did not exactly
travel through the continent; it would be more correct to
say he ete his way through it.

0f course we had our tribulstions. Once, when we
wanted to take a trein, Memners wented tc teke e photograph |-
end the punning Lowther's remark thet we would have to wait
fcr enother train to "develop" evoked more glares than
smiles.

Then Gussy's too-trusting nature sometimes landed us
in a fix and, on one occasion, he received 2 bumping in
consequence. 48 his dignity suffered more then his enat
he decided to pack his bags end sheake the dust of our
vicinity from his feet. It was only when Bloke drew a :
herrowing picture of the party wendering round the continent
like lost sheep without their shepherd‘'Stact end judgment
to guide them that he relented end took us under his noble
wing once more.

A few episocdes were decidedly grim - when one or other
of the Chums sojourned for e while in thet noturious velley
(more femilier to these to whom Hamilton rather than Cook
hes been their guide) "the valley of the shadow of death".

You will be gratified to learn thst when faced with &
prospect the only outeome of which scemed to be » sudden
end untimely end, the Chums faced it with thet celm, un-—
flinching courage that would be shuwn by you or I in similex

circumstences — perhsps.

ind now, once more, we're sboard the chennel steamer,
this time watching the white cliffs of ocur own little island
luom up through the heze of a summer evening. .
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Lnd once more we listen, rether wistfully now, to the
conversation of the Chums. The host of holidey incidents,
vivid ss they remsin to us, are slresdy receding from their
minds and, as is the way of youth, it is the immediate
future thet mostly occupies their thoughts.

Bunter is enlerging on the necessity for celebrating
their return by & whopping study supper; Gussy is debating
if the clobber he hes brought back from the continent will
creete the hoped-for impression on his more discerning
schoolfellows.

mUnheeding both, the herces of the two schools are
speculeting by whet mergin each will lick the other in the
first big soccer metch of the new sesson.

We ere & little sad t¢ think thet, if ever we Jjoin our
Chums egein on e trip to distent climes, the memories of the
one now ending will be effaced s if they were the block-
board chelk rubbed out by Mr. Quelch's duster — but how cen
the cleer fresh eyes of youth be thrilled by sights and
scenes thet heve crowded the mind for ten - twenty — thirty

ears?
v hh, well, if memories ere the preserve of advancing
yeers - perhaps, e#lso, they ere its wonsolationt

"MAGNET" TITLES (Contd.)

"S'" denotes Substitute.

980 (S) Herces of the Afr. 981, Coker on the Warpeth.
982, Missing from School. 983, The Prisomer of the Bungs-
low. 984, Coker's Christmes Party. 985, The Geme Kid.
986, The Bruiser of the Remove. 987, Bound by Honour.
988, The Geme Kid's Temptation. 989, Loysl to the Lest.
990, The Cell of the Ring. 991 (S) The Schcolboy Broed— ]
caster. 992, The Footprint in the Send. 993 (S) Fishy's
Travel fgency. 994, Roger of the Remove. 995, Fed up
with Greyfriars. 996, Bunter's Breinstorm. 997, The
Interloper. 998, The Bounder's Feud. 999, Condemmed by
his Form. 1000, Psying the Price. 1001, The Hend of en
Enemy. 1002, At the End of His Tether. 1004, The Boy "Thg
Found His Father. 1005, Bunter the Bold. 1006,(S) Fish's
Burgler Hint. 1007, The Beunder's Wnim. 1008, One Ageins
the School. 1009 Hunted Down. 1010, Teking up Trotter.
1011, Bolscver's Brother. 1012, The Buunder's Good Turn.
1013, Smithg's Tey. 1014 (S) Bunter the Bad Led.

&
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LOKCOR OLL E0YS' BCOK CLUB
Chexry Place, cod Green, hugust 17th.

Vecotion time did not deter the 0ld boys from attend
the letest meeting end there were only e few ebsentees when
roll wes called. Even Robby, from Hove, enswered his neme
end seid that all wes plenned to hrve the now anmuel get—
together et his home by the see. Len soon disposed smoot
the usuerl first formalities of the meeting., Bob Thiter res
& letter from the firm who propose to meke the badges and
efter o discussion it was decided to commmicate with the
other clubs with e proposition as regerds the finsncial sid
of the question. Lfter some other business end & good fe
doyen arthur Lawson reed o paper by Hugh Fennell on "Blsck
Bess" or "The Knights of the Road" end the supposed sequel
"The Bleck Highwayman". This wes thoroughly enjoyed es wes|
the quiz compiled by Cliff Wallis thet followed. First
three in order of merit in this quiz were Roger Jenkins,

Len Pockmen end Bob Uhiter. As catering costs have risen
it wes umanimously agreed to incresse the fee accordingly.
L four-question quiz about our worthy president's activities
was won by Len Packmen with Bob Whiter end Roger Jenkins in
the plewes. Continuing with the map telks Bob Whiter
obliged with the Sussex School surroundings om this ocession]
end & fine mep of St.Jim's was described to the delight of
ell those present. Next mep to be described will be Rook—
wood end then cne of a femous journey thet our present

wrote of.

Next meeting will be the Hove one on Sundey Sept.2lst.
Full particulers of the errengements will be found in the
club's newsletter.

The official business now being finished it wes good
to see the earnest discussion guing on by a group of members|
end efterwsrds I wes told how much this was enjoyed.

ind so home egein to heppy memories end recollectionms.

UNCLE BENJALMIN.

Northern Section Meeting. " August 9th, 1952.

Taldng the cheir in the esbsence of J. Breese Bentley
on helidey, I had the plessure of welcoming Jeck TJood on his
first visit to the Club, and Cyril Banks who hed bcen unsble|
to attend for some months. 16 members present in ell.
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Following the minutes of the last meeting and em
accoun of the York trip by secretary Norman Smith, ceme
Gerry Lllison with his usual healthy report on the library
and finance generally. He told of a substantial purchase
of Megnets of 30 years or so ago.

"Top of the Bill" for the evening was Jack Wood. His
subject was the Nelson Lee Library, aided by Bob Blythe's
large mep., Jack had also brought with him & lot of his
Nelson Leé's small series contd ning those fine sketches by
E. E. Briscoe of places of interest. Jack was asked
numerous questions. TInevitably St.Jims and Greyfrisrs kept]
rearing their heads, but for once they had to play & lesser

art.

P Following refreshments ceme "Twenty Question". Yes,
you've guessed rightly, they were prepared by Gerry Allison.
Membersof the team were Vera Coates, Miss Allison, Bill
Tilliemson end myself. Despite several tough ones we got
eleven out of the twelve, but Gerry took it with en un—
Harding-like smile. ‘'Twas & great finish up to another
enjoysble evening.

Next meeting September 13th. H,Ieckenby,|

Report of Midland Section Meeting, 28th July.

Quite a goodly muster of stalwerts seventeen strong
were present, and we had the pleasure of welcoming snother
new member, (Mr. Ingrem from Yiolverhampton.)

Formal business inclvded reference to the illuminsted
address recently presented to Mr. Richards by the London
club on behalf of all branches. The text was given in the
"Collector's Digest" last month.

4 new type of Quiz devised by our Chairmsn was then
tackled. Entitled the 'thet is your opinion" Quiz, the
answers were purely expressions of opinion. For example, one
question was, "ihich of the three Bunters, (Billy, Bessie,
or Sammy), has the best charscter?" There was guite an
animated discussion when the answers were being considered.
Congretulations to the winner (Mr. Bellfield.)

Mr. Smallwood then gave us » most interesting talk on
his introduction to the "Magnet", and the reasons for its
abiding fascinstion. He spoke with feeling and enthusiasm
of these splendid stories and their unique atmosphere snd
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inspiretion. In fact, he dug deeply into the very heart
of the reasons why Frenk Richards has sccomplished work of
such enduring merit by stories so skilfully told end with a
tremendous sense of humour, yet so full of deep meening.

A1l too scon it wes refreshment time: then we hed
snother treet when Miss Carol Scott reed us & chapter from
wBilly Bunter and the Blue Meuritius", which showed & very
choice exsmple of Frenk Richards' rib tickling humour.

Then we descended eegerly on the librsry. No meeting
seems complete without Albert Clack at the pienc, and so
we ended with a sing-song (reminiscent of the "Rag").

Sorry, Mr. Quelch, I should ssy the “Junior Day com" .
'~ "E,J Davey, Hon, Segﬁim. —|

0.5.B.C. (Merseyside Section). Meet Sundey,10th ./54.

The meeting opened et B p.m. to e good attendence,
despite the absence of some members on holidey, etc. The
cheirman started the bell rolling with & report on section
affairs; he then reed a letter from Edna, recounting her
experiences in Ceneda; all were plessed to kmow she is
having e reslly nice holidsy. He then spoke of 2 substanwd
tial purchase of books during the past month; he was sure
the members would be glad to know that a mamber of Msgnets
hed been obtained to complete certain series. The libraxy
now consists of well over two hundred books.

The secretary heving resd the minutes, end submitted
the finencial report, refreshments were taken, and the
lighter side of the meeting wes proceeded with. George
Timmins submitted a novel snd entertsining quiz, based on
nicknames of characters in the Megnet, Gem, etc; 1this was
won by young Peter, with s substantial lead in points et thg
end. We then "had & go" st & hidden nsmes quiz, previously
done by the Northern Section, and kindly sent tous by thet
weonfounder of competitors™, Gerry Allison. Once egein,
the winner was Peter; irrepressible, this ledl

L belated, but welcome, visitor managed to call for &
fow minutes et the end of the meeting: Jim Valsh, fresh frgm
& holidey on the Continent.' We were interested to hear thai
during the course of his trawels he visited the actual
locations used by Charles Hemilton in many of his storiess;
quite & unique experiencel -

The date of the September meeting hes been left in
abeyance for the moment, cwing to holidey cells, etc.3
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members will be notified by post when the escturl deote hes
been fixed.

The meeting ended et 10-30 p.m. with the ususl library
“rush"; the evening hed been ¢ very plesssnt one indced.

B o .'"H‘+.+++++H+f+|‘.|l+
} THE NELSON LEE COLUMN i

411 commnications to Robert Blythe,
46 Cerleton Roed,Hollowsy,London,N.7.

Well, I must sey thet the mep scems tc heve gone down
very well, judging from the letters I've received. It hes
been very encoursging and mckes one foel thet the effort I'vd
put into it was worth while.

However, the most pleasent resding ceme from one or two
Megnetites who sey thet they hed only recently sterted reed—
ing the 0ld Paper, end having reed one or two, found them so
good thet, like Oliver Twist, they ere ssking for more. It
mede me feel like & missionery with his first converts!

But to return to the mep. As I expected, the main
criticism wes Willarde Islend and the course of the River
Stowe. I edmit thet here we heve an insurmountable A1ffie.
culty. During the first ten yesrs of the N.L's existemce
the River Stowe ren its course spproximately where I've put
it, but with tlje advent of the new houses snd the mep of
St.Frenks which eppesred ot thet time, the Stowe is mede to
flow from Bennington, by the Moor View Schcool, passing
Willards Islend at the bcttom cf the playing fields, through
Billton and so on to Carstowe. You must edmit that it wes
e dilemma of the first magnitude to snybudding mep-meker!

So I did the only thing possible. is I felt that the majority
of Lee-ites were reeders in the time of the 0ld Series it wasd
better to plan as they remembered it, rsther than for the
shorter half of the Iee's existence. At the seme time I
thought it better to draw the school with the later give
houses rether than with the originsl two. In other words,

I endeavoured to combine the outstending features of both
periods. For exemple, the River House School is not in the
position that reeders of the older stories would remember.
That school wes of course the old house later known es

Moat Hollow. 1
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One point about Willerds Island. It is stated quite
definitely that the Island is the property of Col.Glenthornd
end is on his estate, which, we were told, was fairly neer
Bennington. So unless we sgree that Col.Glenthorne owned
all the land between Bennington end S5t.Franks (a supposition
that is not borme out by the stories) then the Island cannof
possibly be at the bottom of the playlng fields where it wag
8o geily dumped by the artist (probebly Briscoe) in the
map of 1925.

One chap even pointed out that Shingle Head was to the
west of Carstowe, not esst ss I have it! Whet's more, he
wes able to prove it by quoting chapter and verse. This
was 8 bit of a facer, but luckily I wes able to prove my
point. (I thinki). All very difficult!

Finally, I have left out several places which cropped
up during the latter part of the lst N.S. and during the
2nd N,S. because I could not believe in their existence
then and I don't now. Edgemore Castle and the house in
Bellton Wood are examples.

For our tour let's make a start et the Moor View Schooll.
This is the blob to the left of the letter B in Bannington
Moor and not to be confused with the blub above the letter Al
which is & clump of treesl (Incidentally, before I go any
further I want to say that although the map hssn't repro-
duced 88 well as Herbert and T had hoped, this wes not the
fault of the agency. They had a very difficult task,
especially when it came to reproducing the various buildingsi,
which in the original consisted of fine pen lines. I'm
told this job was one of the biggest they'd ever tackled end
I think on the whole, considering the limitations of dupli-
cating, it's a crediteble effort.) The Moor View School
wag originally, of course, known es The Mount, which in the
eerly days housed Mr. & Mrs. Ridgewsy, & friendly couple
well kmown to Nelson Lee and the boys because of mysterious
heppenings demanding Lee's professionsl attentions as =
detective.

Bellton Lene which runs from Bellton pest St.Frenks
end the Moor View School, meenders over the moor until it
eventually loses itself in a network of quiet country lsnes
and goes nowhere in perticular, but it the traditional route
for cross-country runs and paper-chases. It was on thie
lane that Handforth fought & losing battle with 2 very
tough customer for kissing Josn Terrent, not knowing that
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he wes her brother.

- As we epproach St.Franks the stately ruins cof the old
monestery cen be seen on the right. A peaceful sight, yet
many times has it ween the scene of desperate affrays. The
tunnels thet lie beneath were slso the scene of much excite-
ment end deeds of derring—do.

The incidents that took plece at St.Franks are too
numerous end well-known to describe in deteil. However,
just in cese you heve never seen 2 msp of the school, let
me describe the scene.

Stending in the gateway practically the whole school
cen be seen grouped ertistically around the green lswns of
the Triengle with the fountein playing merrily in the centrd
TImmediately to the right sgeinst the wall, stands Josh
cuttle's lodge. Josh Cuttle, the schuol porter, was o real
ncheracter". Pessimistic he eslways was and lugubrious to =
degree, but he never willingly reported any of the boys end
was elweys ready to help where he could without an eye for
the moin chence. Consequently he wes very popular. More
so, perhops, by contrast with his predecessor Warren, en
ill-tempered man who wes never, snd never tried to be,
popular.

Pertislly shaded by the tell, lesfy chestmuts stands
the gymnesium where Mr. Clifford holds swey, and the scene
of many stirring contests between those rspiring to athletic
honours such es Lewrence, Bendforth, Pitt ond Nipper, etec.

The stately building thet comes next, as we glence.
round, is thet of the Modern end Esst Houses. (You cen,

I think, sce whet shape these buildings tskea). The Eest
House which is the nesrest helf of the building is seperated
from the Modern House by the greceful East Tower, with the
Bast forch undernesth lesding to the East Sgusre beyond.
However impressive the building may look, the East House
holds the finest collection of "duds" ever. From Kenmore,
the Heed Prefect, down to Fullerton of the Third, they ere
complete wash-outs in neerly everything. It is true some
individuals do their best to keep the flag flying, but they
sre swemped by the demd weight of the rest.

The Modern House, the house of Buster Boots and
Christine end other prominent Fourth Formers, is a very
different story. [flthough not as distinguished os the
hncient snd West Houses, they nevertheless sce that the
Remove sre kept on their toes. Usurlly there is & spirit
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of friendly rivelry between the two factions, but on one
occagion friendliness was forgotten end something like
hetred took its plece. Remember the occasion? Bernard
Forrest, one of the worst schoolboys in school fiction, wes
behind it, fenning the flemes for which he'was was justly
expelled.

We now turn our gaze to the building directly in front,
beyond the fountein. Although it is partly hidden by the
chestnut trees, as are the other buildings, one is immedi-
stely impressed by the tall and stately clock-tower which
dominates the whole school end which cen be seen for miles
over the surrounding countryside. At its bese is Big Lxrch
through which cen be seen pasrt of the Heed's house, on the
other side of Immer Court, which lies beyond. The two wings|
thet Big Lrch seperates ere the school houses, Senior School
to the right and Junior school to the left. Here ere the
clessromms, lecture halls end lebs. There are no living
querters in these buildings as 8ll the studies end common-
rooms etc. ere in the other houses.

Coming now back towards the gate the first helf of the
building to the left is the Ancient House, the "cook" house
of St.Frenks, Here we will find such stalwarts ss Nipper &
Co., Handforth, Church and McClure, hrchie Glenthornme and .
many ancther well-lmown person such es Nelson Lee, Fenton etp.
Not for mothing is the Ancient House the "goek" house, for
with such versatile youngsters how could it be otherwise.
Yet this wes not alweys sc, In the old days, when there werp
but two houses, the Lncient snd Modern, the Ancient House
was more like the East House of the present period. Then
Nipper first ceme to St.Frenks, Fullwood, then #8 brd #8
Forrest wes later, ruled the roost end none dered gainway
him. It wes the Modern House under the leadership of Bob
Christine which wes the leading house in elmost everything.
With Nipperts advent and Fullwood's downfell et his hends, *
the picture gradully changed end with Nipper at the helm,
the Lncient House graduslly ceme to the top and held its
superiority egainst all comers.

Pessing now Vest Tower end the arch leeding to Test
Squere, we come to the Vest House, where Merlowe,the heed
prefect, with Reggie Pitt holding the reins es Junior House
Ceptein. Although there is & grest desl of rivelry between
the hnecient end Test House where sport is concerned, they

juin forces when it is ¢ question of 2 jape sgeinst the
I
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Modern end Eerst Houses. This is understendeble when it is
rerlised thet wheress the 6th, 5th end 3rd ere divided
equally between the four houses. The Remove cccupy the
Lncient 2nd Test Houses, whilst the Fourth are guartered
in the other two.

leeving now the Wiest House, the next building thet comes
is the Chapel. Of this nothing much cen be seid, for it is
a place of quietness end meditetion fer removed from the

adventurous hseppenings thet teke plece elsewhere in the schog,

Finelly we glence to our left egeinst the school well.
Here we find Mrs. Hoke's tuckshop with the good lady herself
stending outside with s welcoming smile, so what could be
petter to round off this visit than to go inside. .nybody
care for a ginger-pop?

JHHH
4:LET’1’ER BOX

I I B B e e

His last Deys Viere Mede Peeceful
184 Riverview Drive,
Chélmer 5.7.3.

Briaz?n?.
Desr Herbert Leckenby, «1352.
Just a note to tell you thet I have just officiated at
the funersl of my young friend whose wish it was to mcet
Billy Bunter sgein. In the last few months he had read
elmost all the Bunter Books, & "Tom Merry innusl" end cld
Megnets end the "Tom Merry" books. It hes been with sed-
ness that I collected my books from his home this aftermoon.
He wes reeding p number of series at once. about ten deys
before his passing he ssked me did I remember the Holidey
Anmual. Of course I did end I got an eerly edition for h1m|-
4s he took it in his hand he seid, "The good old Holidey
ftnnusl. I heven't seen one in years.! He read it in & few
deys, end I brcught him snother. However, his strength was
Jeaving him end he never opened it. Instead he was celled
Home. Strengely enough, other ministers of my church who
hed known him for many yeers, just didn't seem to be gble tg
cheer him up on their visits: yet his people seid thet I,
& newcomer, had been & grest success. Perhaps, in psrt,
helped by ¢ fictionsl cherecteri?! T wes gled to kmow he

looked forwerd to my Visitﬁi$ﬁc§1f"ﬁeg§y%£ . HES.
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BLAKIANA. SEPTELIBER 19524
Eaited by H.H.Bond. 10 Erw Wens Rhiwbina.Cardiff.S:Wales.
- e M g g g g T MR g g g L s = e = e e e
THE ROUND TARLE.

First of all this month we welcome yet
another new friend to the pages of Blakiana. b, '.7.0.3{
Lofts of Ste Marylebone, M.W.8 vwrites:-

Through the kindness of lir. Wme iinrtin T wap able td
obtain a large number of back numbers of the C.Ds und was
amazed at the number of people vho collected 0ld Boys bo>Hs,
liyself, I have been collecting 5.B.Ls for years, and, if
it wmasn't by chance that I became acquainted with Lir.
lartin I still wuld think that I was one of the few peopl
in the wor}d vho collected such booksg, After reading
your secrion through the back numbers I musgt confess that
your knovledge of Blake is far greater than mine will ever
be, how you find out about the various authors otey and
can write articles every month about them scems nothiig
short ofmiraculouss I agree about the present S.B.L.
sories, they are not a patch on the o0ld ones, in fact I
have vritten to the Editor to this offoct. He repliad
like this: "I was plenscd to receoive = lotter from you
and to know you have got hold of be dc numbors you rog uired|
although I congider you paid an exorbitamt price for than.
I shall c¢ortainly bear in mind what you say about tho old
yams and endoavowr to incorporate somo of tho fladewr in
PUtUroc ONCSe ily rocord quotes the first Blake story ae
appcaring on liny 4th 1894. It wms dofinitely not writton
by We Livrray Craydon, the ohly Mmorican vho came over to
vrite for use Thero wns no name ocmployed on tho first
story published, Yours sinccrcly, THE EDITORe SeBaeL.®
I think tho stories have got worsc since I recoivoed that
lotter. With rofto your S.B.L. roviowss I think that
thoy are vory fair and accirate and should bo continued,
although I haven't yot scon any montion of mistakos that T
hovo noticed in tho prosent sories oftho Library. Firstly
in "The lion Without a Passport™ lo. 260 (bottom of page 21
"The man bockemed Allon with his hond, and tho two wont o
te tho car", yot on page 25 Allen spocks in tho samo room
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vhilc ho is supposod to bo on his woy to tho stotiont
_ Becondly the story is built around a man vho wantod g vi
to go to Franece. Ono docs not nced onc those days ond T
should knowt  lr, Parsons should got his facts right trug
to lifo ot tho lato G.He Tood did, to mpnke his storios
lifelikc in overy dotail. Thon the artist to desipgns
tho covors should try to bo morc accurntes In No. 80,
"Tho Tragic Caso of tho Stotiommastor's Legney" tho story
gtorts off wdth "Tho singlo branch lino, ono platform™ etd
yob, on the cover it chows you two platforms, two trocks
ctce In Nos 150 "Tho Holiday Coamp kiyst ary™ = if ono
discovored e girl's body cftor sovoral years buried in thg
sandy would ono find it in such a porfoct state of preser
wotionl  Although I hove road humdreds of S.B.Ls in tho
1st and 2nd scrios I have yet to scc a mumbor 1 of any
of thane This has boon my main desire for yeorsi Do
you know anyonc tho has the compluto collection of S«B.Ls
of all sorics? I had B0O ot onc time but had to dispose
of thame I now have about 200 of the 3rd sorios only.
.% fovourite storics aro (a) "Tho Hondhuntors Bocrot (Noe.
108, 1lst sories, uTho Gmse of tho iiillionaire Howspzper
Hen (Noe 322 1st sorios) "Tho Sococt of tho Buckoetshop!
(Woe 345 lst sorios) "®is Inther's Crime™ (Ho. 365 lst
saries)s  Who cro the authors of those? Thon I likod
Hoe 361 2nd serics "Tho iiurder on tho “rocds" by GeHe
Toocde This wms o brillicnt story. Tho doscription of
life on tho ¥rocds wms perfoctse I foal suro Ggyn Zvans
wuld hove riscn 4o grootor hoights if ho had writtan
longor storics moro oftons I likoed his “Tho ‘roat laxorks
Crimo" (Hlos 357 2nd sorios)s. Alcs, only John Huntor is
—morth his anlt nows 1 hove yet $o find an orror in any off
his storiose Heve you notiecdhow truo to lifec his chare=
actors aree lo. 203 "The iim from Chim" vas Porcons
best. He has cortcinly come dowm in tho list of popular
authors of to=dny, Welter Tyror, Lovis Jockson and tho
noweomer "Hilory King" (is it e woman?) aro my noxt on thg
lists Tho WORST story I hevo road wms by Lodbroko Block
entitlod "Pronoumsod Dond" (Nos 354 2nd sorics)e It
noarly made me drop dend to rend ity I did NOT like tho
storios of Valde, Rymor, Kostrol otc os Blako s such a
clovor mon to mo that it cnnoyod me to think that ho could

s
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never safoly put thesc erimincls 'bchinfl boars for goode I
nevor roed of any soquel to these storios, so perhols you
could help mo hore, nnd lot mo know thotlior thoy evor net
thoir just descertss I only live a fow minutes wmlk from
Bak a Stroct so I must ¢laim of being the nocrost parson
wo sdmires him, living to Soxton Blako,

Welcomo agnin to Waltor Yebb of Birminghen 11. He
is undoubtodly onc of the lod ing cuthoritics on Blake
lore and his latost lottor is vory interesting and, I might
add, reveeling. e says. I wms intcrosted in your viems
contained in the articlo "The U.J. ot it's Pork® in vhiech
it is stetod that the polmicst doys of the old paper were
botween ilove 1929, vhen the nome of tho authors were first
given, wrtil the end of the run., Thore T.RE some oxcalloht
yorng vritton in this pariod, vhich saw the introduction of
Rexane ilnrfield and the return of Lobengu and Sir. Riciard
Losely, but these were off-set by a string of enngster yarhs
of the smappy Ameriecan style, vhich, for the most part,
were of very inforior quality. During this era I thoight
that the stories by Guyn Evans, Anthony Skecho, and Gil%ort
Chestor had fallen off considornbly, cnd thot only Teed
s writing at the samo consistontly high stondard os ofofc.
Tho Confederation storics wero gocd but, of coubge, thaso
woro roprinted e rsions of storics vwritton between 191 ang
1921 and thereforo belong d to anothor orae. The Proud {
Tpanm sorios we a gront iden, wms "Tho lext ilovov,
They wore tho highlights of the poriod in vhieh iir, Ilerhc
Lockanby considors tho U.Je wes at it's pecke 1y owm viod
is thct tho pariof botwcom 1921 and 1927 savwr the oldflag
fAAying ot its proudest, for it wms in 1921 that tho Finogt
Editor tock cormend from “faltor Idsards and prococded to
put his ovn ideas into oxocutione Hg ms iire HoWe Tuynang
vhio hady as his nssistent, iire Rossitor Shophord. Lire
Trymon's first idea rosulicd in the publicction of tho fomau:
"Dgtoctivo Supplement™ vhich he subseribed to himsolf,
with tho assistance of lire Shophord, Georgo Dilnot, TeC.
Bridgess Richard Goyme, Eric Re Porker ond othor vriteors
and artists connmoctod vith the Blako storicse That a fing
two-ponmywrth wo got in thoso doyst A supplomont of
somio 12,000 vordse A Dloko story ranging from botwoon
25,000 snf 30,000 words, ond on instodnont of a sorinl,
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I're Tuyman clso brought back G.He Tocd to the fola ofter
un obsoncoof six yonrs, and so ocrnod owr undying thonks,
He also imtroducod Alfrod Edgnr, CGordon Shavry TFe Addingt;n

onds, Gilbert Chogtors Ggm Lvens, Ce inleoln Hincks &
one of tmo othas te Blrko storics, and ~ublished thoir
rirst offorts in tho U,J,. Mearly cw ry story publishod in
tho old poper between '21 and 27 foturod a popular chor-
~etor, and thero 1as a host of thom in thosc days: the
glamorous lindamoisello Yvonne, the sindstor lire Rooco,
Professor Kow, Cowrt Carlac, Dirk Dolland, Gremite “rant,
Huxton Rymer, Goorge liarsden Plunmuer, the Threo lLusketoors
whldo, Zonith, Lobangu, Losely, Kestrol, rifotte, Wu Ling,
Janosen, Lovless, the Ovil, Tho Roven, Cleire Delisle, Gung
Dass, Yeobol do Ferre, Doxter, the Ilzlos, Charon, Frau
Krantz, Julic Fortuno, The Black E~gle, Princo lienes, iory
qTrent, ilirvenn, Splash Pnge, Ruff Honsen, JOre Satira, and,
occasionally Sidnoy Drew's fomous chornetors, Ferrers Lord
Ching Lung ond Gan Vaga, truly a colowrful crowds During
this poriod Anthony Skone, Guyn Lvens and Robart lurray
werc ot tho top of their formand G.ils Toed s olso at his
pocke This paricd vas, I think, wnsurpassed in tho history
of the U.J. I can say that The "Proud lren series"
and the serial “The sext Hove" wore both iye Twymons ideas
1rrays hoTever, s not taken ill as evaryonc ims led to
pelieve; he ws cither %co lozy or not sufficiently in=-
teregted to do his part torards the serics. Tiymen hos
gtated thnt It s alinys o big offort to got any mrteicd
from this writors Livrrsy ws consistently nlking pronises
te forwmrd coly -~ pronises hardly every kopt, and this
s vhy, in U.Ja lo 1020 it ns stoted thnt e 1ns an in-
wlid and thot the steries he wrote esmo from his beds
Thero were sovoaral big interludos in the Confederction
ond series you may renerber, end thess woro due to the
author's wnwillingioss 4o olay his porte  In tho ond e
puymon gof 24 W nd eollod upon u doputy to finish off
the scries. e us Gilbort Chc ster vho had hithorto
wghadoved" for Androw iurraye ire Tmmm tolls oe be
only vrote ono Hlaka story (U.de ilos 1073 "Tho Cuse of
Cornndes Koy" ) and loft garly in tho carcor of "DeWe's
Tt is o mottor of deop regrot with hinm that he ms not
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his friend, Ga H, Tgods boforo the lotter's
32’,;3;3,,5»?33 IlJcndon Ho.:rpitc.l. o ws not in London ot tho
i lainse
e ?‘ge:?mra othor intorosting lottors that I intencel
+o primt this momth, but space is now VERY short so T shall
oncc again have to hold then over until next month, Liy
thanks to iiessrss Lofis and Tebb for samo very intercsting
renorks = cope again sancotinmel And that nust be tho eni
of owr Round Tr o sossion for this tino, Cheorio for
por ond den't forgot to send those lettors and mrticlos,

Hs MAIRICE BOND,

Fode B S G G S0 GRS R L IR 6 K R B s R % e

[TON BLAKS Ti THu EDMRDLLN SR4.  (13) HALTGR VBB,
But on this oceasion Blnko proved badly ot fault, and
it was the junior nortner of tho “roy'g Inn Road fim vho
enorged with credit ih tho exciting incidents vhich followdds
The doubtful Nipner loaded his rifle roady for emorgoncy &
woll yms it thot ho did so, for vhon Hansoll flow over tho
gchool buildings in tho stolon aoroplane, end, diving diywn=
wards, attooptod to shoot the Princo, it wrs Nippor'g w311
ainod bullot vhich struck tho barrol of Hangoll'g - \poil
and knocked it out of his hands. Honsoll gbondoned futhor
attonpte to kill vhen Nelson Les cppoarod in the Godfly amd
gavo chosoe DBlckc and Tinkor woro foduced to tho rolos of
passivo onlookers thilst tho Gray'y Inn Road slouth pursuod
his nan, but Loo's potrol quickly gave out and ho vms foreod
to lond and abandon tho chasoe  Such wns the startling and
thrilling cormoncaiont cf onc of tho rost uonontous ecasecs
over undortokon by Blcko and Loee who, oach ploying just an
impertont a role as tho othor, holped 4o bring to justico
ono of tho nost dang rous croocks of tho tinos - John Hansolld
knotm o8 the "Wingod Torror"s Lotor woll-renmbored ineidoid
inelucod Hansoll's ottaapt to bonb one of tho bottlo=crui sorg
anchorcd ot Scar borough; the dostruction of Shoffiold Towm
Hall, dospite all Loo's offorts to thwnrt the o tapt; the
penio vhich grippad the big crovd ot Geltie Pork, Glosgor
on tho occasion of tho footballnnteh botwem GColtic and
{ibernicn, thon tho Winged Torror ap2acrod cvor tho ground
oend stonpod tho gmoe Hensoll's intontion 4o drop g muribes
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of bombs nongst the cpoetators wms foiled by tho Prosmnce
of mind of Soxton Blcke, vhe thereforo mtonod for his lan-
entablo orror of judgmant at St Mininns. It ws,in fact
tho Ste Hinion's episode 2ll over again, uith this ting
Blako ns the successful norksnnne Thon followdd tho the
finding of the scerot hiding ploco on tho tenk of tho Riveq
Huober of the Wingod Torror by Tinker and Mippor, and
thoir captwre by Henscll and his chief acconplice, one Johy
Rupertde Oceurod the wrocking of tho Towor Bridgo and
London Bridge by Honsoll ond Ruwperto; tho fight in the air
petwom the Terror and Britain'sg first airship, with Soxtoy
Hoko and lelson Lec aboard = tho bringing down in flanes
of the dirigible imto tho sea, with tho two vorld-famous
glouths only just oscaping death, first by firo and then
ty weters Follow tho Terror's fruitloss attaupts to
Blow up Lianchester Towm Hall, the lxchange and tho cpthodrel;
tho captiwe of Ruporte by Sexton Blako and Leeo on the York
Road; tho dostruction of the aoroplane by Hansoll hinself
vhon hard-prossed by Blako and Leo; these ond othor episodds,
equally exciting, wntil tl Grand Finale, vhon Honsell was
ghot down in a soall nonoplane by an ordinnry British
goldier as he was trying to nake his esecape aftor his ass-
ociatos had boen arrestod through tho combined efforts of
the two orivate detoctivess The closing months of th e
Edvordian era saw the first liforary offorts of Andrew
iurray ene of tho most prolific Blake chroniclarse Fhoso
offorts, howaver, were confinod te love storios for 4 nesvens
Libraye A geod writor vho "kmow his #buff®, lurray wne
quite a good locking follow, tall, slin, but nicoly propor—
tioneds Rorely scen othorwise then woll-dressed, he in-
voriatly vore a soft folt hot at Just that corroct angle 'L'q
give hin an air of distinetions His bawring ns scldior—
1y and hie tanned features suggestod that he has bon in
sumy cliness As o nattor of fuct omo of the places he haJ
spayed in during a pariod on actiw service was Persias he
knov the Bast very wells A plensant, confidonticl sort of
follows Hwrray was olways good company, although, at times
a sourco of irritation o his collk agues because he refused
+o wrry nbout cnything.

’ THE CONCLUDING INST,LiZET IEXT LIONTH.




