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FROW THE LDITOR'S CHAIR -

London, Fifth Serles -- and Birminghem: A fortmighu or
so befcre my holideye were duc I was feeling voery down in the
lmouhh. everythirz seemed to he going wrong. Thea one
jevening L spoke on the 'plore to tha. rtauich comrade of ming
(Cher!iz Tricnt.  Sedd Cherire, “Chee= wp, old men, it ey
jrurn out Lo be ss good &5 «11 its preiccessors.™ Ch whet &
e prophe’ Cherlie proved to be. Here T have been bsck
hceme helf-sn-hour, my coet off, end m; head is in e whirl es
I sit down -and attempt to descride in the space availetle 21}
the delighis, ell the thrills, I have experienced smong our
Brotherheod of Heppy Hours since I Isr't home nesrly twelve
deys sgo. (Oh blow it, I'1l sdd four pages, thot's eight
really, so that I can spresd myself without encroaching on
other mattcrs.) ]

Dead on time on the sfternoon.of September 15th, the
‘trein srrived et King's Cross. The feithful Len wes there
to meet me, that wae ineviteble, ss sure as the dperks fly
upwerd. He did 80 despite the fect thet he wes on the veraq
of 8 severe chilly which unfortunstely led to him being con—
fined to the house for most of my stay. This wes my only
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regret, for otherwise everything worked sccording to plen,
every eppointment, no metter how fer the distence between
one end the next was kept without s single hitch.

Ceme lunch with Len, he returned to his office whilst
1 went down to Foyle's end other pleces. Lt 4.30 we met
agein end Len accompenied me to John Shew's near Camberwell
Green. In the following deys I #as to see more of John
end his father then in previous yeers, much to my sdventege,
end here I pey & tribute to all they did to meke me com—
fortable.

Tuesdey morning found me &t Liverpool Street where I
met Jimmy Hunter end Eric Lendy, sn ennual event this. 5o
sbeorbed did we get in @ journey beck to the early yeers of
the century thet they stole beck to their offices #n hour
late. Moreover, it wes decided thet the confab should only
be edjourned — until the following Fridey.

Then on to Bill Mertin's, where I am @ privileged
visitor. I sew something of Bill's owm collection. Seems
to me Bill will have the distinction of being the first to
boest of complete collections of Gems end Megnets. I also
saw some of those curiosities which so interested Noel
thitcombe of the "Deily Wirror", including e letter written
by Crippen the night before the historic crime, end & letter
of epology written by Bernard Shaw. Rether unigue, thet
one, surely. Leoving Bill reluctently I took £ bus to
King's Cross to meet, for the first time, Bill Lofts. Ve
rosmed the Euston Road whilst Bill told me of some interest—
ing correspondence he had hed with John Hunter. . real
Blake enthusiast, Bill.

sednesdey mornming £t 11 o'clock I wes on Greys Inn Road
to meet desr old Tom . Strype. By @ misunderstending we did
not see eech other lest yesr: wc mede sure this time. a8
admirers of Nelson Lee we &lweys for sentimentel reesons
meet in the vicinity of his reputed residence, Tom escoried
me to e quiet church-yerd on Pentonviille Hill where he
showed me the greve of Grimeldi, most femous of &ll clowns.
- chet over e substenticl lunch, then to Mademe Tusseud's
(Tom confessed thet though e londomer born end bred, he hed
never been there) vwhere we spent a2 couple of hours. Then on
to Tjaterloo where by bus I trevelled through now tremless
London to Greenwich #nd the femilisr home of thet peerless
peir, Cherlie end Olive Wright. There I hed the pleasure
of meeting Ray Hopkins who joined our circle a few months
ego. Unfortuneiely he will be deperting for the U.S..1s
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soon. /e shell miss him. nother heppy evening sped on
wings.

Thursdsy to Wood Green. T needed no directing there.
1 found Bob Whiter installed in his new premises: the seme
cheery Bod (I neerly wrote Cherry) looking not & d:y clder
then when I first met him four yesrs sago. Ve chott. .red 211
the sfternoon, end discussed sketches for the Lnnual. T slsq
ceught o glimpse of "Uncle Benjemin" as full of Max Miller
like chaff ss ever. Then back to Centrsl London and the
Montague Hotel neerby the British Museum to be greeted by
peter Welker; Peter end I heve corresponded for yeers, but
this wes our first meeting. 4 guiet corner in the hotel
where we telked to our hearts' content — so much so thet my
vow to be in bed before midnight for once went ell ewry.
17was well worth it, though, Peter.

Fridey morning the 19th found me et Liverpool Street
egein for thet edjourned meeting. ‘e perted with a vow to
be there sgein next yoer. Next the Ministry of Civil
iviation for my enmurl visit to lxrthur Richardson. In 2
lengthy, imposing conference room, no doubt used ¢t times
for more important discussions, wo two tzlked uninterrupted |
except for the errivel of tee. 4s usuol we had to wetch thg
clock, for I was due to muet Roger Jenkins at the Merble
srch et 6 o'clock. However, despite the cheos of rush hour
Oxford Street I wes greeting Roger on time. Morc tee in th
vast Corner House vhere I congretulated Roger on his superb
Bunter erticle for the fnmuel. (You will be cchoing my
words soon.)

Then to Hyde Perk, St. Jemes Perk, snd miles end miles
of London's street. Tho'd think I was nearing the retiring
age? Of o truth the air of London Town — end the compemy of
the clen — invigoretes me.

By Cleopetre's Needle neer noon on the Saturdey morning
to meet Charles Vennimore. In the next three hours I added
meterielly to my knowledge of London, end heard more ebout
thet emeazing collection of periodicels of 211 kinds. On
perting I set off to irchdele Road. Poor old Len wes look—
ing very dissppointed, for under doctor's ordcrs the Brighton
trip wes off for him. Nevertheless, he and Josie succueded
in meking it ¢ very plessent afternoon and-evening for
Cherlie Tiright end me.

Next morning I wes up bright #nd esrly end under the
femous clock ot Victorie et 9.15, to find Cherlie snd Olive
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¢lreedy there., Soon @ goodly number of the members were
psscmbled. It struck me thet it wes just the occesion for
thosc bedges to be worm. Speed fem, Bob.

scverel of the perty hed been kindly invited to lunch
by Bill Jurdine, so on arrivel at Brighton we proceeded to
his home. Andwhet o lunch! .8 I seid afterwards, some
people in the north declere loftily thet southerners cen't
meke Yorkshire pudding. They should try Mrs. Jerdine's.

I never cease to marvel zt the generosity of so many members
of this Club of ours. Lunch over, we went on to Hove, #nd
"RobLy's". Thcre once egein that delightful hospitality,
ond the enterteinment with "The Exploits of Eleine". But
you will be reeding a1l sbout that elsewhere, Lltogether

¢ wonderful dey.

The ecrly part of Mondey was spent with Len, then on
to Bob Blythe's. Bob's home is in the shadow of Hollowey
geol, but needless to sey, nonc of ite otmosphere sceps into
Bob's cosy TOOMS. Bob told me #11 ebout an importent ovent
he hed errenged for me.for the following dey — ¢ visit to
the Oxford University Press ot llensden, ¢nd on interview with
Mr. G. T, Hollis K one of its editors.

That int.rview the following dey wes most interesting
end grotifying to me.  Mr. Hollis subscribes to the snnael
and he had meny nice things to sey cbout it. He thinks the
hobby we indulge in is of no little importence end is of the
opinion thet the reel history of boys' weeklies through the
ages should bc written for 11 to read.

Bob also took me on £ tour of the vest building, &n
experience which was greatly enjoyed.

Followed o long bus ride to “eterloo, then on to Eric
Feyne ot Surbiton. There Eric geve me a graphic scoount of
his eir trip to Singepore. Ho recoelled the series in which
the Femous Five and Bunter went out there. He hes written
en enterteining erticle contresting their experiences with
his. You'll be rble to enjoy it next month.

Yjednesdey, the 24th, brought my thrill-packed stey in
London to & closc. I spent the last hours with Len, then
on to Euston.

.s I pessed through the suburbs on my wey to Birminghem
1 thought of the soying thet London cen be the loneliest
place in the world. Yes, meybe, but not if you lmow the
members of the 0ld Boys' Book Club. .

It wes my first visit to the greet Midlend city, but iy
less then no time I wes mede to feel et home. Jack Corwett
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mct me ond hustled me off to his home £t Quinton. There o
ter which weuld hive made even Bunter smil. with sotisfection.
Leter Ted Drvey and Normen Gregory frrived rnd streight ewey
we were chattering end arguing like cld friends, lirs.Corkett
looking on emusedly, #nd no doubt thinking of the rudacity
of men who declere it's the women folk who talk.

I looked @t the clock thinking it would be sbout eight;
it wesn't, it was neerer ten. . car arrived and bore me off
through pouring roin to the Rev. Mr. Pound's at the other
side of Birminghem wherc ancother hesrty welcome aweited me.
ilore hospitality end telk until ofter midnight. Nuxt dey
ir. Pound took me un @ tour of Birminghem, then back to tea
end meetlang Petver Mellor end Frank Tillison. How grend t3
mect the cheps with whom one hes only corresponded. Another
Jjolly evening. 'Tis e wonder I didn't lose my voice. I wa
awekened nexs morning by Mr. Pound dringing me in a cup of
tea. I rubbed my cyes end resliscd with & sigh thet my
never-to-be-forgutten helidey had resched its close.

Mr. Pound snd Jeck Corbett bid me ferewell and I settled
dovm for the homewsrd journey with & notcbock and preperatioh
for this C.D.

Yee, verily, Cherlie Tright wes right.

It Won't be Long: Needless to ssy I refur to the Arnual.
Since last writing Herry Homer hes handed me the combined
efforts of the memYers of the Sexton Blake Circle. As time
is so short I kmow my collerguc Meurice wen't mind mo I
referring to it here. Ls T scenned the many, but not tco
meny, pages, I thought of two proverbs which scem tc contre—
dict each other — "Too Meny Cooks Spoil the Broth' end
"lleny Hends IMeko Light Vork". On this ocecesion the former
does not £pply, but if you revise the other slightly rnd say
"Meny Heonds Meke Fine Vjork" it corteinly does. I heve hendléd
meny splundid srticles since I started the C.D., but honestly
I think this beats them £11. It's to be called "Kings of
Crime" end for Blake fens it is & veritable mess of informe-—
tion. Moreover, others will sdmire it, too.

Now & word ebout Roger Jenkins' erticle on Bunter.
Gellons of ink hove been spllt over the fat one, but this is
the shrewdest, most thorough one ever. Roger has surpessed
himself.

Editors h:ve always haed a hebit of declaring thet some-
thing or other is to be the best ever. But honcstly, when I
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survey the copy &s it comes to hend T do feel justified in
essuring you thet our sixth .nnuel will be at leest as good
e8 eny of its predecessors.

Now just 2 plea. Orders so fer ere & little behind
lest ycer, despite several from new chums. There mey be
reesons for thisjfeilure to reslise how time is getting on,
the mein one. I am sure the great mafiority of you will
want £8 usual, so plense don't leeve it too long for I shell
heve to plece the order socon. And there's still e dearth
of edvertiscments. Sce whet you cen do, for no publicetion
cen get elong without ¢ few.

Cen Anyone Help? George H. Hess, Junr., 40 North
Mississippi River Blvd., St. Prul 4, Minnesote, U.S... would
be greteful if anyone could tell him the length of the run
of the %ild West Weekly, published by the melgemated Press.
(It sterted Docomber 2rxd, 1938). He is elso erxicuc to get
Nu.28, to complete a run up to 29. He would pay 50 cents,
about }/6 fur this onc, end for eny others ofter 29 providing
the run wee not lengthy.

I don't think thero erc meny copies of this peper ebout
but one never knows., How about it, cheps, cen you help en
Lmericen cousin? He is en onthusiestic Mrgnetite.

Ton dkrry's Ovn: Thilst in Birminghem I ceught a glimp
of the new edition in the lesding bock shop. It looked good
The dust jocket is very ettractive, end the "intruding" non-
Hemilton stories of other yesrs havc been dropped. lore
about it next month.

If this issuc (with its 345 peges) givus the impression

you will excuse
Yours sincercly,
HERBERT LiCKENBT

@©

* of hurried preperction, end is & little delayed, I rm sure
1
i
|
I

| S.TE: "Cul. cotors' Digest monthlies from Decombur 1949

! %0 ovrremt Issus, 1/- esch. Collcctors' Digest ‘nnuels,
1949, 1950, 1951, 7/- each, plus pusicge. Mint condition.
jrcfcvonce to buyer telding the whole. Jemes "/, Hurrell,
Glenisle, 10 Ilfrocombe Gordens, Chedwell Herth, Romford,
Essex. . .

Lola)
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POPUL.R P_.PERS OF THE P.LST
No.20. - THE BOYS' M .G.ZINE
By Ron. C. Doacon

(Still enother new contribtutor to our pages with en informe-—
tive srticle. More plesse. — H,L.)

The "Boys' Megezine" ran from 1922 until 1937, so there
were about 800 issues of this smrll sized, pink psper, which
conteined 36 peages and wes very populer during most of ite
existence. Meny fine stories of o1l possible types were
featured in its pages, end therc must heave been meny other
people who were as sorry as I was when I bought the last issup,
in Lugust 1937 I believe, ond found thot it wes to be incor-
porated with enother psper. Incorporation of course meent
that for £1l precticel purposes it cessed to exist from thet
time omwerds.

It was quite @ shock to read in the last editoriel that
the "Boys' Megcgine" would sppefr no more, beceuse the
stories were still of a high stendsrd end there had been no
previous warning thet the peper would cease publicetion. The
reeson the editor geve for the discontinuetion of the book
was the best one I heve ever heerd. At the time I believed
it; but I know better now. He sa2id he had to give up his
editorship £8 hc hed been invited to join en expedition which)
was going up the lmazon! Of coursc¢ he couldn't pess up such
# wonderful opportunity!

During the first few yeers of its existence the "Boys!'
Megezine" wes owned by Hulton Publicetions, the firm which noy
publish "Picture Post" ond the "Eegle'", but it soon passed
into the hends of the lLmalgameated Press. After the chenge
of publishers the quelity of the stories rspidly improved,
end the characters who were to meke reguler eppefrsnces in
the peper for the rest of its dursation were introduced to the
readers.

There was the school series of St.Gidcons where Johnmy
Gee end Co., Cotchpole, snd Fatty Slocum had 211 kinds of
humorous end emezing edventures. At the time I rcad these
stories I liked them Wetter then eny other school stories
except those of Greyfriers by Frenk Richerds.

The "Boys' Megezine" also had its own detective cherscter.
Frlcon Swift sided by his young essistent Chick Conwey was
the hero of meny stirring battles egrinst every kind of crook
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from jewel thieves and kidnappers to murderers and fire
reisers. His supercherged Hispeno-Suiza helped him cetch
meny crooks, and he also owned & privete plane.

Rex Remington and his boys of the Bar X ranch were the
heroos of a thrilling series of complete stories sbout the
Americen Vest which. appeared from time to time in the pink
paper. Then there was a riotously funny series sbout the
sdventures at sea snd on shore of Fat Burns, his girl
friend Teresa Green and his strangely sssorted crew of sesmeR.

.+ 1In addition to these series which eppesred regulerly
there were many gripping serials. John Hunter was & pro—
1ific euthor of serials for the "Boys' Msga,ine" and he
wrote football, gangster, science fentesy, and motor-racing
stories. One of his best stories was ebout & men who not
only starred in a football team, but elso drove racing cers.
another of his serials mixed motor racing with fantasy when
the centrel charscter of the story discovered a lost valley,
the only entrence to which was a water—filled tunnel. The
people and animsle in the velley hed been cut off from the
outside world for centuries end were of course living &
primitive existence far behind our modern one. Strangsly
enough, they seemed to »e happier then we are with all our
vaunted civilisation.

4nother fine Hunter serisl concerned en explorer who
discovered a new island which was infested with dinosaurs,
sabre-toothed tigers, mastodons and other prehistoric
monsters. He took & ship there and loeded it with reptiles
intending to exhibit them in Englend. The ship wes wrecked
on the BEnglish coast and the monsters rosmed all over the
countryside, some of them resching London, where a bronto
spures & mere ninety feet long and forty feet high wrecked
mower Bridge, before all the reptiles could be killed.

There were some good historical series slso. One that
I recell very cleerly wes sbout the adventures of s Pimpernel
type of character in Frence during the Revolution. Another
starred the little General, Napoleon Bonaperte, and his wer
ageinst Russia.

Meny outstending science fiction serisls sppeered in
the pages of the "Boys' Mpgezine", the best of ell in my
opinion being "The School in Space" by Edwy Secrles Brooks
which fppeared in 1927 or 1928. The cherecters were very
similer to the St.Frenks characters, practicelly the only
diffurence being the nsmes wsed. Apert from schoolboy
charecters reminiscont of Fetty Little, Edwerd Osweld ‘.
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Hendforth, etc. the weelthy owner of the Spece Ship wrs
Lord Dorrimore to the life.

& perty of schoolboys were being shown around the Space
Ship and the charecter who resembled Hendforth interfered
with the controls snd started the ship on a journcy into
outer spece. They landed on Venus end discovered o city
with immensely strong high wells eround it which wes ruled
by on Americen who had journeyed there twenty years before
end hed no desire to return to eerth. The natives of Vemus
looked upon him g8 2 god. Only certein of the Venusien
foods could be sefely eaten by people of esrth, end most of
the schoolboys, led needless to sey by the boy who resembled
Fotty Little, indulged heavily in the forbidden foodstuffs.
The foods tasted better than enything obteinable on eerth,
put unfortunstely, for sbout 12 hours efter eating, the dboys
thought they were dying.

Giant prehistoric monsters such os Tyremnoseurus Rex
and the flying Pterodectyls ebounded on Venus which wes the
rcason for the strong wells eround the Venusien city, which
was kept in complete derkness at night, as lights sttracted
the monstrous reptiles. Somebody switched on a1l the lightsg
end sesrchlights and the city wes slmost destroyed by the
geuriens during # thrilling battle, the earth party shooting
at them from the city wells.

I discovered » book, published by Swen publicetions in
1945 entitled the "School in Spzce" end immedistely recog-
nised it es E. S. Brooks' seriel: from the "Boys' Megezine".
But esccording to Swan's it wes an originel story by Regineld
Browne weing published for the first time. “T/hen E.S.Brooks
ettended one of the London 0.B.B.C. mcetings I told him abouf
it. He seid it wes certeinly his story end that nobody hed
asked his permission to republish itl

Another science fiction story I eesily recell wes
written by H. edgwood Belfield who wrote many of the serielg
of thet type thet appesred in the "Boys' Megazine". In this
story seversl people went to the moon where they discovered
a people who roughly resembled human beings, but off whose
rubbery bodies, bullets bounced. They used guns which fired
bolts of electricity which merely perelysed Earthmen tempor-
arily, but which were dendly to themselves. 411 through thg
story the eerth people were trying to obtain some of their
electric guns end they tried to stesl the bullet firing eutoq
metics from esrth. '
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There were some excellent eir wer seriels, the best
being "Bullets from the Blue" by John Hunter, set in the
1914-18 wer cnd one by /Arch Yhitehouse about a future air war
Yetween Englend and Chine which hed become o greet militery
power and wished to conguer the world. The wer wes fought
over Englend end ocur grestest defence epart from the plenes
themselves wes en enormous steel net which wes spread sll
over London end held up by belloons! The net wes electri-
fied snd sny enemy plrne thet tuuched it wes immedistely
brought crashing down in ruins.

The "Boys' Mpgezine" geve me meny heppy hours of resd-
ing plessure, end epert from the Mrgnet wes my fevourite
peper. Meny of the stories end cherecters live on in my
memory, including some stories I resd vwhen only eight yeers
of sge. I think therc is no doubt thrt the "Boys! Magezine™
wes one of the fincst pepers ever published.

LLNTED:  Meynets bBctween 70O ond 900 or Bound Copies.
Pre-wer Hotspurs, Triumphs, Skippers, .dventures, "/izerds,
Rovers glso collected. ILists to Church Cottoge, Leleham,
Nr. Steines, Middlesex.

TLNTED:  "H..." for 1920, 21, 22 #md 25. Cen offer for
exchenge copies in excellent condition, 1923, 27, 29 -
reclly first cless. J. Corbett, 49 Glyn Form Roed,
Quinton, Birminghcm 32. .
FOR S.LIE.~ 170 Differcnt S.B.L's (3rd series), 3 Boys'
Friends, 3 Boys' Reelms (190916}, 3 Chenpion Librerics
(1933). Exchenges clso welcomed for the sbove. S.L.E.
pleese. 4.0.G. Lofts, 42 .shbridge Street, London,N.':.8.

LLNTED: Boys' Fricnd Libreries (#11 old series) Nos. 504,
509, 641 end 642.- Nelson Lees (2ll lst series). .ny
Trcvel series. E. Mubberd, 58 South View Crescent,
Shefficld 7.

A MINUTE TO TWELVE APPEAL:

Circumstances have arisen which make it im—
perative that we lmow in the very near future how
many copies of the Annual we shall reguire.

Therefore, if you have not yet ordered your's,
please do so at the earliest possible moment. We
don't want anyone to be disappointed. Subs. can
—~be sent later,
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IELMILTONTILS

R E e s
Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

Continuing my endeevours to put on record something of
the history of Charles Hemilton stories, I'll start off this
month vith some details of the circus yerms he wrote for
wpluck" in 1909-10, under the pen-name Herry Dorrien. For most
of the details I am indebted to John R. Shew. The list, &8s

omplete 2s we cen get it, is es follows:

§er%23n5532§§%918922u;mn§sﬂ s 158, incBalbas "R T4 12832 m
Ventrilogust"; 264, "The Circus Riding

SHECUR VSt of Ihe Ring"; 266, "The Circus Puyil"- Tok7, "he
Showmen's Enemy"; 268, "The Bogus Ringmsster"; 269, "The
Reformetion of Bibby"; 271 (Jen.8th, 1910) "Jrck Telbot's
Rescue" .

.8 the stories were eppearing almost every week probably
259-262 also conteined them, but 258 did not. %e heve no
informetion after 272. I have No.253, "Jungle Jeck" before
me end’ judging by the opening chrpter it would appeer there
hed been one story kefore it, for it states briefly thet a fev
weeks earlier Jeck Telbot hed left the Netionel School et
.bbotsdale, joinmed Signor Tomsonio's Circus as o horse-boy,
end risen quickly to become one of the most prominent memhers
ag "Jungle Jeck, the Boy Tiger Temer".

You will observe that the hero of the stories bore 2 nemg
that was to become famous to 211 Homiltonians in after yeers.
Others who eppesred prominently in these circus stories were
Joey Prge, the clowm, Clotilda, the Queen of the Ring, Semson
the Strong Men, Signor Tomsonio, #nd Jim Crrson, @n scrobat,
known ¢8 The Hendsome Men, snd Jeck's riwel.

No.263 wes particularly interesting. It was a double
number end in the circus story there eoperred none other then
Billy Bunter. Doubtless he wes the ventriloguist of the
title. Bunter wuld ropesr to hove had & liking for circuseg
for, of course, twice in his Megnet cereer he mede the
scqueintance of them.
pPostscript: Thilst in Londom I hesrd of two other of these
circus stories. One fppesred in Megnet No.200, "/ingrte's
Folly, #nd the other #s second story in o Gem Double Number,
No.302, the St.Jim's yerm being the fomous "Mystery of the
Peinted Room."
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H.MILTOs COUNTRY
By P. L. Welker

(e heven't hed one of Peter Valker's populer nostelgic
erticles for some time. WVell, here's one.

Meny plecsent end lucretive hours cen be spent in the
study of meps. By leerning ¢ little mep-reeding one oen
form perfect picturee in the mind's eye. The verietions in
the colour #nd sheding meke it possible for you to visuplise
very eccuretely the type of country depicted on the mep. You
cen find the little lenes lesding through woods and eventu—
8lly becoming cert-trocks end footpaths. You cen find the
cleer cool streems and wide rivers. The hills end mounteinsg
sre eosily distinguishable.

It is losking for Testures like these which makes mep-—
reeding so fascineting, end the other dey I found myself con-|
templeting & besutifully printed mep of Kent.

Lpd to & Collectors' Digest fen, end follower of Frenk
Richerds end Mertin Clifford end the Gem end the Magnet, €
mep of Kent conjures up visions of Greyfriers, and Frierdele
and Courtfield end 11 the erer which I know es"Groyfrisrs
Country”. I found myself wondering where Mr. Hemilton hed
loceted his Greyfriers School when he first decided to
include it in the Kent comuntryside wey beck in 1907 .

Firstly, it was close to the see, s frequent mention
is mede of this foct. See mist is & reguler weather vegary
at Greyfrisrs, end the villeges of Pegg end Hewkscliff ere
well lnovn to Hemilton fens. Secondly, it wes close to a
river — the Serk — and the proximity of Courtfield Common
gshowed large open spaces. There wes elso wooded country,
and Folkstone wesn't far awey.

So I looked with renewed interest et this mep of Kent,
and decided that Greyfrisrs School must be just therel

Lnd, heving settled its location, I reelised thet one
of Mr. Cherles Hemilton's greetest essets is his ebility to
creste the otmosphere of the English countryside. Kent and
Greyfriers in the Megnet. OSussex and St.Jims in the Gem.

111 the esrlier readers of the femous yarns will recall
the thrill of resding ebout St.Jims under snow in depth of
winter, end of the chums of the Greyfrirrs Remove whirring
down the dusty roeds on their bjcycles in the hot July
sunshine. Those leafy Kent lenes hed few cers roeming £10
them in those days. Cyclists, form certsfm@ hay-wagons Wer
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the rord users. The summers were hot, long r~nd dusty, rnd
the Frirrdale Tioods sfforded welcome shede. The River Serk
wea 8 cool, clear stream, while the shouts of the Greyfriers
fellows echoed across the weter on sumy Ssturdsy afternoons.|

Stunning picnics on Poppers Islend with Bunter in hot
end shiny pursuit. The towing path by the river, with
smithy keeping ¢ sharp look out for "pre's" before embarking
on & dubious excursion over the fence around the Three Fishers.

Phere is # lovely picture of Little Side on # purfect
dey in June. Of blue sky end fleecy white clouds with
Vharton #nd Smithy piling up the runs. The old school is
pertially visible through the elms which linc one side of thq
cricket ground, and, ss the match with Higheliffe is in pro-
gress you cen heer the sound of & threshing machine deeling
with the hay in # neerby field.

The little village of Friardele, lezy in the hot sfter-
noon sunshine, with & ®lack cet stretched out in front of
Uncle Clegg's shop. -The breezy Courtfield Common over which
Quelch end Prout stride on windy October efternoons. And with
the coming of rutumn end longer nights, Greyfriars scems to
nestlc in # peaceful countryside of gold end red ond brown.

What & place is Greyfriars for November fogs! There's
Smithy skilfully utilising this Heaven sent chence for 2
gwift flutter ot the Three Fishers. Bunter, despite very
short sight, finds the fog en £lly in some grudb marsuding
scheie . The Femous Five use it to conceel their identity
whilst carrying out a jepe ageinst one of the Sixth Form cedg.

December errives snd we see those leafy lanes bere ond
cold with the frosty brenches of the old elms etched agrinst
o steely grey sky. Overnight the Greyfriars countryside is
trensformed by snow end the old quad glimmers in the yellow
wintry sunshine.

In the old dnys the errival of Christmes sew the Grey-
friers end St.Jims men depert from the school for Rylcombe
Stetion in e horse drewn "breke". Of letter times this was
inevitebly superseded by 'bus end cer, but we hed 2lweys one
consoletion - it snowed!

The muffled sounds and sensetions which accompeny heevy
snow were most eccuretely pictured by IMr. Homilton, =nd one
could elmost see the frosty breath of the snow-fighting
schoolboys in the lene between St.Jims end Rylcombe Grammer
School.

I elweys revelled in the opening chepters of the good
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old-feshioned Christmes mumbers. In the Gem "The Ghost of
St.Jims", for instence - "Snow, thicker snd thicker. The
white flskes were felling incessently.” One drew the arm—
cheir up closer to the fire, #nd sgttled down for a grand
cvening with the chuns of St.Jims.

The Gem Christmes Number for 1917 entitled "The Shadow
of the Pest", opens with Jeck Bleke snd Co. tremping home in
the deepening gloom of ¢ snowy night, end suddenly becoming
ewerc thet they sre being followed. A not unususl theme,
this, but always welcome. In & yarn entitled "The House on
the Heeth" which eppesred in the Megnet, the Kent countrysidg
under deep snow is vividly depicted, and en exciting trudge
through snowdrifts to the lonely house in which & dengerous
Germen prisoner is being efforded & heven is 2 grend bit of
Frenk Richards.

L feature of the St.Jim's stories wes the feeling of
the cosiness of the Sussex countryside which Mr. Hemilton so
ebly portrayed. In summer one cen sce the St,Jims men
pushing out from the old bost-house, the River Ryll gleeming
in the sunshiny and the willow trees lining its benks .
in the winter the river is in full spate, its muddy waters
rushing under the old stone bridge, whilst those smiling
fields ere leshed with the rein, end the Shell fellowa,
their cost collers pulled up, end water dripping from their
caps, tremp down the muddy lenes from Rylcombe to St.Jims.

During the course of the history of the Megnet end Gem
there were meny yerns deeling with the exploits of the
St.Jims and Greyfriers fellows &8 CPTEVENNErs. Probebly
the best series of this type was thet eppeering in suc-
cessive issues of the Gem in its early 600's. Here we hed
Cherles Hemilton et his best, with grend desoriptions of
lesfy lenes, wide moorlepds, rippling streems rnd dusty roedg

Other yerns in similar strein followed from time to
time, end one recalls thet excellent series which deslt with
e hectic chage through seversl counties for Bob Cherry's
Holidey Annunl by the redoubteble Pon of Highcliffe.

The frequent holidey excursions abroad, taking our
schoolboy friends #s fer afield as Chins, Indie, Africe £nd
elsewhere, made most interesting reeding, but it wes with
something spproaching relief thet we welcomed the Greyfriers
men beck to Kent, 8 county in the front line from 1940
to 1948, the home of the "Hemilton Country".




—304—
H.RRY VH.RTON, CLPT.LIN COF THE RELOVE

By Miss 5. Stevens

it e meeting of the lmstralesisn Branch, 0.B.B.C. some time
ago Miss Sheile Stevens geve e talk on Herry ‘/harton. It
wes Bo interesting — end controversial in its comperisons
with Tom Merry snd Jimmy Silver, thet I sam taking the liberty
of reproducing it es it appesred in abbrievisted form in
their Newsletter. Tt proves in striking feshion that there
were girls who were e3 keen on the Mognet as the boys.

of the many great characters created by Charles Hemilton
Herry Wharton was the first snd most outstanding. Modelled
with loving care on Charles Hamilton's own best boyhood
friend, there is nothing smsll or mean sbout him - both
virtues and faults being on the grand scale. Strangely
enough, he scems & modern version of Homer's Lchilles, that
gemi-divine hero of the earliest known litersture, so
reverenced by the ancient Greeks, and by multitudes since.

I thoroughly agree with Roger Jenkins that Herry Uharton and
not Billy Bunter mede the Megnet. From the first issue to
the last he was the pivot on which it turned.

St.Jim's could have mensged quite well without Tom Merry
but not Greyfriars without Tharton. There were not maay
Magnets which did not feature Vharton's faults or virtues.

He far outshines Tom Merry and Jimmy Silver, having ell their
good points, such 8s courage, generosity, unselfishness,
loyelty, end brillisnce et sports, together with other gqueli-
ties not possessed by them. Herry is clever and studious
with & genius for leadership. Merry hes none of these
qualities, end while Silver has the first two traits, snd
also was 8 lesder, he somctimes received & study licking when
an idee either produced trouble or didn't suit his followers.
Likewise Tom Merry wes bumped by his friends, but it is in-
conceiveble for Therton ever to receive similar treatmeat
from his friends.

Jimmy Silver exhibited his inferiority es a lesder in
the way he derided ell ideas but his own and kepts the parts
in his pleys in his own clique. Vherton, on the contrery,
encouraged everybody in the Remove to voice ideas, end often
allows them the lesdership in putting their plans into effect,
Ln exemple of this is Meuly's leadership of the at‘sgfiﬁ; strikd

He lscked the self-righteous meddlesomeness Cl
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cherscterised both Merry and Silver. Though Cardew wes a
fer finer cheracter then Vernon-Smith, Tom Merry's contemptu—|
ous trestment of the former was at strong varience with
Lherton's attitude towerds Smithy. Likewise Silver some-
times interfered with the Rookwood nuts.

v/harton was quick to perceive virtues in snyone and
thereefter stend by them in en endesvour to help them over—
come their faults. Look et the wey he championed and re—
formed Levison, which, though only temporery, prepared the
wey for & permenent reformetion leter. Note how thoroughly
Levison went to the bad sfter he came to S5t.Jim's; with Tom
Merry never lifting & hend to stey him.

The Remove Captain elso had & grest sense of responsi-—
hility for enyone whom he thought unsble to look after him—
self, e8 witness his contirued care of Bunter and the many
times he wrote lines for Coker to save thet opinioneted
jndividuel from trouble, Neither Tom Merry nor Jimmy Silven
possessed this treit.

Herry was never snobbish es (for example) the wey he
treated Linley end Crum compered with the way Tom Merry
trested Redfern end Co. end elso Hemilton.

Neither Tom Merry nor Jimmy Silver could have any great
geries besed on them, because they themselves did not possesg
greatness. The esrly Magnet stories featured his fight to
suppress his sullen, psssionete, regentful snd wilful temper
until he decame the fine charscter that he wes throughout
the life of the Magnet. But those qualities were never more
then dorment end the struggle to master them continuous .
Loter series (particularly thet great 1925 series) dealt with
his greduel, though temporery downfells as those frulte
mestcred him so thet he did things of which he wes norme 11y
incepable. But his fine character wes never completely
obscured and would eventually regein the mestery. Berxy
Tiherton, Ceptain of the Remove, remeins the greetest and
finest schoolboy in fiction.

Robert Ferish, of Longtown, Cumberlend, hes sent me 2
very interesting erticle which eppeered in nphe Cumberland
ivening News. It is heeded, "I sey you fellows — who is thi
Bunter?" cnd runs to & column end 2 helf. The writer,
J.i.Nichles, certeinly knew his Greyfriars. He mekes only
one error, when he says Dr. Locke end Ferrers Locke were
brothers.

.nd he mekes # most gretifying revelation, for he says:
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Mye lent old copies of the Msgnet during the past two ycers
to 30-40 Cumberlend lads aged between 10 and 15 yesrs. Esch
was asked whether he liked that kind of yarm, or preferred
storics sbout space ships and etomic wonders. Tithout
exception the answer wes "Your Bunters are best. Have you
any more?"’

Tt would sppeer there ere some sensible lads in
Cumkerland.

FRANK RICH.IDS, COMPOSER
By . H. Goodhead

It seems strange to me that in the inmumerable (end
fully merited) tributes to the geniws of Charles Hemilton
which have appeared in the C.D. snd other periodicsls there
hes, as far as I cen gsther, never yet been a refcrence to
one of his most pleasing accomplishments, namely his ability]
ag 8 composer of light verse. T use the word "verse"
becsuse the necessary limitations to Mr. Hamilton's choice
of themes prevent sn assessment of him as a poet in the
gtrictest sense of the word.

Nevertheless, as a8 composer of light verse MMr.Hamilton
gtends unique in his own spherc. The scries of character
gtudies in verse, the poetic tributes to various landmarks
and events in and sround Greyfriars, snd the rhyming plays
of Holiday Annual feme have a sperkle humour and rhythm '
which have no counterpert in the works of eny other author
of boys' literature. Even th: omnipotent and ubiquitous
Sexton Blake and Nelson Lee never cleimed to be poets of .
eny degree whetever. Indeed, the only rhymer who ever :
appeered in the pages of the U.J. wes, as far as I kmow,
Dr. Huxton of thet ilk.

It is interesting to note that in "Boys '/ill Be Boys",
Mr. Turner mentions the fect that, just prior to the publi-
cation of the Megnet, Mr. Hemilton wes "westing o good deal
of time on music snd ert", and also mentions thet he was
composing songs. (Here, surely, is sn unexplored field for,
the ardent Hamiltoniens to explore). This early tralning
1 think,sccounts for the strong rhythm of his verse, not to
mention his clever rhymes. Also, it may account for the
fact that a lot of his poems arc perodies of well-known songi
bellads end operatic aries. For instence avourite he
slways Bcen his cherecter study of Gwynne lnn%o 1253 of the
| Megnet. This is en extremely clever parody of "No Possible
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Doubt Whatever" from “The Gondoliers". Perhaps other
readers can quote further exsmples. (Incidentally, this
habit of parodying is by no means detrimental to his status
ss an exponent of light verse. Meny highly respected poets
have done the same, notsbly Rudyard Kipling.)

Ls I have already said, this aspect of Mr. Hemilton's
geniue seems to have gone umnoticed hitherto, but there must
be enough of his verse scattered throughout the Megnets,
Gems and Heliday inmmusls of the inter-war years to fill s
dozen volumes . Although I suppose it is too much to
expect a "Definitive Edition of Charles Hemilton's poetical
Works" for some time, I think a Poets' Corner would make an
interesting eddition to "Hamiltonia". I'm sure that the
high quelity of the verse would surprise many readers.

M.LGNET TITLES ~(Contd.)

("s" denotes Substitute.)

1015, Smithy's Pel; 1016, Breve Bunter; 1017, The Men
from the South Sessj; 1018, The Treésure Chert; 1019, Tom
Redwing's Quest; 1020, Bunter the Stowewey; 1021, The
Southern Sees; 1022, The “hip Hend; 1023, The Treesure
Island; 1024, The Rivel Treasure Seekers; 1025, Bleck
peter'a Treassure; 1026, The Greyfriars Castaweysj;

1027, Skinner Tries it on; 1028, Tom Redwing's BReturn;
1029, The Grest Fifth at Greyfriars; 1030 (S) A Ventrilo-
quist st Large; 1031, The Road of the Remove; 1032,
Levison Mekes Good; 1033, Sent to Cuventry; 1034, Levison!

Present; 1037, Bunter the Benevolent; ~-:1038. The Mystery ' .
of “Whertin Lodge; 1039, Pilly Bunterts Comvicts 1040,
Convict 19; 1041, The Form-Mester's Foej . 1042, The Fellow
who wouldn't be Caned; 1043, Dismissed from Greyfriarss
1044, The Rebellion of the Remove; 1045, The School without
& Mester; 1046, High Jinks st High Oeks; 1047, Mutiny;
1048, ‘The Boy Hecedmester; 1049, The Return of the Rebels;
1050, Bleck Megicy 1051, The Schcolboy Hypnctist; 1052,

The New Boy's Enemy; 1055 (S) In Herciless Hends; 1054 (S)
Bunter's Prize Essay; 1055 (S) Ccker's Lesgue of Friends;
1056, Buntexr's Prize Ceke; 1057, For the Honour of Grey-
friexs; 1058 (5) The Herv of the Fifth; 1059, The Boy from
the East; 106C, Friend or Fue; 1061, By Luck end Pluck.

3

fuck; 1035, The Prefect's Secret; 1036, Bunter's Christmas|.
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THE NELSON LEE COLUMN

411 communications to Robert Blythe,
46 Cerleton Road,London, N.T.

Once sgain we welcome to the "Column" Len Lllen with
some more reminiscences. - But before he goes shead with his
chat, may I make yet another appeal for articles? Especially
from those of you who have not, so far, written in these
peges. 58 I have mentioned before, there sre over sixty
N.L. collectors end only & hendful have ever submitted an
article.

(Note:— To those of you who have written for this crolump
even if only on ome occasion, plesse skip this paragraph.

It doesn't apply to you.)

My own attitude to the "Column" is this, that while I
like doing these erticles there comes a time when I think how
nice it would be to read an article on the Nelson Lee from
someone else, insteed of, as at present, having to prepare
something myself each month, knowing that if I don't there may
be nothing concerning the N.L, at all. 'nd that gets pretty
disheartening at times, I can tell you. Idfter all, Blakians
hes contributions by different writers nearly every month.
Thet Hemiltonia does, goes without saying. "hy, therefore,
cennot the N.L. Column? The interest is there, es I know
full well — I'm not worried on that score - but I do feel tha
this section of the C.D, deserves better support in the form
of more articles then it hes been getting, if only to give my
poor old brain & rest from time to time. So what about it?
Can I Tely on you?

ind now before everybody breaks down and weeps all over
everybody else's shirt-front, I'1l let Len carry on.

FUKTHER LEEFLECTIONS
By Leonard M. Allen.

Second to Professor Zingrave and the Green Triangle
orgenisation Brooks introduced Jim the Penmen as Nelson Lee's
criminal sntegonist. This character wiés founded on fact, fo3
the zppellation originally referred to Jemes Townsend Seward,
aliss Ceptsin Beven who, for e time, flourished in the first
helf of the nineteenth century. Saward wes & man of goed
family, intellectusl and well educated,but a criminal stresk

-groved to be predominsnt. Although he had en excellent precq
tice es ¢ barrister he beceme the Scourge of the London
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benkes with ¢ remerkeble series of forgeries snd it wes not
until 1857 he wes detected and stood triel. Found gullty

on March 5th of thet year he was trensported to Lustrelia and
sooh met 8 misersble end, murdered by & fellow convict. The
Brooks chsracter, Douglas Jemes Sutcliffe, had many of
Sewsrd's cheracteristics, thoroughly unscrupulous but brave
end chivelrous on occasion. His hey-day wes in the first
undred of the old series Lee, followed by & series in the
Detective Library in 1920. Brooks re-introduced him in the
Lee in 1924 when he joined forces with Zingrave end I believe
he mede & floeting eppesrance st St.Frenk's in the second new|
series. Our suthor wes not the first to utilise this colourt
ful cherscter for the famous Victorisn novelist, Dick Donovan
(7 .E.Muddock) had made him the central figure of his novel
with the title "Jim the Penmen".

Whilst Weldo, to & certein extent, wes founded on frct
his nzme eppesred to be originel, but on glencing through
gome copies of "Encore" for 1918/19 2 querter pege emmounce-
ment ceught my eye:-—

Lord Charles Waldo, The Mesked Nobleman presents the
Biggest Illusion Lct on Eerth.

Including stage full of gorgeously dressed assistants,
5% tons of original illusions thet will set any town in
Great Britein talking, etc.etec.

This week:- Theatre Raal, Glossop, etc.

wesses. 80y inspiration found here,I wonder.

Incidentelly, whilst stillb rowsing through these papsrs
I ceme acrose enother indirect comnnection, this time - Sexton
Blake. “The Ere" of October 12th/21 gave en excellent write
up of the Poluski Brothers' new act which festured Sherlock
Holmes end Sexton Blake. Evidently a comedy offering, both
detectives had a series of disguises to outwit the other,
with Holmes triumphent, just before the curtsin, es 2n old
butler. 'The Stege" of Sept. 29thf21 also revesled an inter-
esting fact, that fellow collector, Wheeler Dryden, wes
appeering at the Sevoy Theatre, Sen Frencisco, ss Borthwick
in & play, "Peggy Mechree™.

Cen enyone throw eny light on the identity of Charles
Wentworth who, @s fer as I cen trace, first appeered in the
"Boys' Reslm" in 19277 At one time.it was thought ‘this wgs
asnother pen-neme for E.S. Brooks, for at the time meny Blue
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Cruseder football stories were credited to Wentworth.
Z1though these stories sre Brooksisn es to the plots, the
style differs. Precticelly 211 of the Wentworth Cruseder
stories were re—printed in the Boys' Friend 44 Library some-
times alternating with those by Brooks. For instances,
sterting in October, 1930:- No.257, The Cad of the Cruseder -
Wentworth (B.R. serisl), No.261, BosSo'the Blues - Brooks.
No.277, Rivels of the Blue Crusaders - Brooks. No.281, Wide
rweke for Wembley — Wentworth (B.R. serisl). No.297, The Foott
bell Pierrots - Wentworth (B.R. serisl).

The seme characters were used by both authors, buk in
No.261 Brooks introduced the St.Frank's scholsrs. Tentworth
was also credited with 2 serial in "The Renger" in 1932 titlef
nperil Castle", this was leter republished in the B.F.4d Lib.

The Blue Crusaders Footbell Club must be the oldest in
fiction for it wes founded by Lrthur S. Hardy in the originell
pink "Boys' Reelm". The story of how the club came into
teing wes re-published in the "Boys' Realm Football Library"
(20 peges for ome helfpenny weekly!) in 1909. Only onc of
the originel characters endured, Fetty Fowkes, the gorl-
keeper. This wes snother cheracter founded on fact, for
Williem Foulke wes the twenty-stone goel-keeper for Sheffield|
United in their best period, 1897 to 1902.

It's a long time since we geve the list of titles, but
thet hes been simply beceuse of lack of spece. There's only
enother 76, so here's 40 to be going on with.
2nd Now Series
To.1ll, The Rajeh's Secret; 112, The Quest of the Silver
pwerf; 113, The Treil of Fortune; 114, The Missing Heir;
115, The Final Round; (Note 112-115 Reprints of eerly Mexwell
Scott stories). 116, The Green Triengle's Decree; 117, The
House of Dreed; 118, The Secret of Szlcloth Islend (Detective)
(Note: - [mthots neme not given. Could it be & reprint of o
Mexwell Scott story?) 119, Shadows of Doom (St.Frenks)
120, The Crook Heedmester (St.Frenk's) 121, The Begger of
Keshapore (Detective) 122, The Danger Ship (Detective)

123, Looters of the Far North (Detective); 124, Mystery Islenf
(Dotective); 125, The Pirate Submarine (Det.); 126, Ilunder
Ltd. (Det.); 127, The Peril Treil (Det.); 128, The Brotherhoof
of Vengesnce (Det.); 129, lorking Up St.Frenks; The Men from
Chicego (Det.) 130, The Dud Form et St.Frenks; The Fortune

Preil (Det.)s 131, The Fourth on the Werpath; The Shedow (Det

~—
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132, Buster Boots Chsllenge, On His Majeaty's Service (Dst.)
133, The Japers Japes, The Grey Bat (Det.); 134, Detective
Handy on the Trail, The Prisoner of the Temple (Det.);

135, The Fighting Head of St.Frenks, The Cese of the King's
Spy (Det.); 136, irchie's _wekening, South Ses Loot (Det.);
137, The Head's Foe, The House of Horror (Det.); 138, Sur-
prising the School, Double-crossed (Det.); 139, The Kingswood
Belt, The Mystery Box (Det.); 140, The Cumning of Hr.Pyecr:g
The Treesure of Tu Ling (Det.); 141, Fighting Jim Does It,
The Islend sbove the Clouds (ldventure).

Concerning this period of the N.L. I feel that a few
comments ere called for.

In the first place (epart from the short five—page
St.Frenks stories from No.129-141 which were all part of
seriel entitled ™aking Up St.Frenks) the only stories
credited to Brooks were the first end the last. None of
the others did slthough they featured St.Franks Zingrave
and Lord Dorriemore at various times. This is the first
+ime in a Jong while that I've looked at these books, end
heving glenced through them,I'm confidgnt of ¢nma bhing,—
they were not written by E.S.B. In view of the approeching
demise of the old pesper I'm inclined to the view that they
were reprints, or perheps modernised versions of old
stories. For instence, can No.118 possibly be & story by
Mexwell Scott? There is at leest 2 comnecting link with
the four stories Nos. 112-115.

Llthough I'm not very familier with G.H.Teed's style,
the fect that the majority of these stories teke plece in
far distent countries end are full of adventure, meke me
wonder. If certain proof is wanted that E.S.B. did not
pen these stories. how sbout Nos.129-1347 Lord Dorriemore
is introduced in these but not Umlosi. He's not even
referred to. Instead we heer of his Chinese menservent
Tung Fool

48 I mentioned some months sgo, the 2nd New Series is
practically uninown territory snd we could do with some of
the U.J's teem of reseerchers to do their stuff on these
stories. There may be some surprising results.

ADVERTISE IN THE C.D.
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LONDON OLL BOYS' BOOK CLUB
Trewellerd, Hove. Sunday September 21st, 1952.

Down to the St.Jim's county for their annual visit therg
wended the London members complete with vice—president
Herbert Leckenbly. Locel country members also made their
wey, Norton Price from Mergete, Roger Jenkins from Hevant
end Harry Homer from neerby Heethfield. Bill Jardine of
+,00dingdean kindly invited eight of the party to lunch at
his plece, regretting that lack of spece prevented the whole
compeny attending. This luncheon perty wes a good stert
to the dey es it gave the fortunate visitors the opportunity
to inspect Bill's collection. From here the party of eight
went on to the mein meeting place, viz. the home of "Red
1Megnet" Robby. Here wes quite a large gethering assembled
put owing to indisposition our worthy cheirman was unsble to
be included. Bob Blythe ebly took the chair and efter
opening remarks by him end the vice president, our Herbert,
resd a letter from Len expressing his regret et not being
sble to ettend. In reply o greetings telegram vas dis-
petched from all present wishing Len # speedy rocovery.
Herbert spoke of the g D," *nnurl end the feast of good
things that it would contain including somc fine Sexton
Bleke work from the "Cirele". He thenked Herry Homer ond
those responsidble end then went on to sey thet Bill Gender
be ssked to include himself in the "ho's Tho" featurc of
"phe Story Peper Collector" cre volume 2 comes to #n end.
This proposition received unenimous sgreement. On metiers
of the club bedge it wes steted thet progress wes being mede
rdd enswers Fwrited from the other clubs. The "Triumph"
quiz wes won by Ron Descon, Bob “/hiter wes second end Herberdy
third. — The other guiz held wes won by John Geel with Ron
percon end E. Reynolds in the second placc. Officiel busi-
ness then termineted end Robby ceme into his owvm with two
further episcdes of "The Exploits of Eleine" on his film pro-
jector. This wes greatly enjoyed as wes the tce that hostesd
Key with the aid of Elaine, Julie end Ingele provided. And
so snother memoreble occesion ceme to en end with the know-
ledge that we meet sgain st "Cherry Plece", “Jood Green, on
Sundey October 19th. UNCIE BENTAMIN.

Northern Section Meeti Scptember 13th, 1952.
. Brocze Dentloy in the chelr with 15 mombers present,.

Secretery Normen Smith during his report expleined the &
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proposel for & Club Bedge, sponsored by the London Club.
Briefly, if a nimimum of one gross could be ordered, they
could be obteined for 2/6 each. 4l1 members present
promised to buy one if they were purchesed. It would we
oppruciated if postel members would sdvise the secretery es
soon es possible whether or not they ere in favour of the
proposel. :

Treasurer-Librerien report showed how populer the
library continued to be, end ¢ healthy benk belence.

Top of the bill on this occesion wes Gerry Lllison
himself with en engrossing telk on"Roland Quiz, crcator of
Tim Pippin." Despite the fect that the wojority of the
memvers had probably never heerd of Roland quiz, Gerry wrs
listened to with #s much rept ettention as if he hed been
talking ebout Greyfriers or St.Jims. It wes enother exempld
of the possibilities for veried talks at our meetings.

This was further cmphesised by the outline of progremmeg
for the coming winter months. Speskers will include
J. Breeze Bentley on Ernest Levison, Hexrry Stebles will chet
on the femous Frank Reade invention stories, snd Horace
Twinhem will heve something to sey ebout the deys when
comics were comics.

Ifter refreshments cemc 8 cleverly compiled Quiz kindly
passed on by the Merseyside Brench. You "stumped” quite @
lot of ug, Liverpool, but ome hes to - expe et that when
Yorkshire is up egeinst Lenceshire. .xywey, the umpire's
ruling wes "quite fair".

H. Leckenby,
Northern Section Correspendent.

Midlend Seciion Meeting, 25th Sugust, 1952.

Members swey on holidey included our Cheirmen, and ©
Jetter from him (of spology end good wishes, wes reed
accordingly.

Formel business included a report on the remble held on
_ngust 16th. - Incidentally, this long cherished asmbition
proved s most delightful walk up hill end down dele round
Romsley and Clent (beeuty spots neer Birminghem). Ve had
meny delightful uplend vistes end pessed brecken reminiscent
of Courtfield Common. Ln unexpected treat wes ¢ most
scrumptious tea of hem snd egg. . "I sey you fellows, it's
prime." Certeinly we must have snother soon, £nd we 2re
much indebted to our lerder (Miss Pertridge), for the most
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sdmireble end efficient errengements which she merdc on our
behell .

The formel business concluded, the writer of these
notes then took 2 deep breath snd opcned e discussion by
expressing the hcreticel view thet Billy Bunter wes not the
meinstey of the "Megnet". L very enimeted discussion
followed in which meny intcrosting points were mede e#nd whid
in foct, showed quite en smount of support for ¢ less
sweeping heresy that Bunter (in leter yeers). received too
mich of the limelight. ILiven so though, the proposition
that there should be less Bunter in the stories wes lost by
p two-thirds mejority. Evidently most members felt thot
they could not heve too much of ¢ good thing!

L quiz followed. rropered by two velued members from
the Bleck Country (Messrs. Bellfield ~nd Porter), this took |
¢ novel end scholerly form, ¢s the quustions consisted of
quoteations often used in his stories by Cherles Hemilton.
The quotstions were resd out with certein words missing

which we hed to insert. Thus "as fixed and immuteble &8
‘| the laws of the ....." (insert "Medes rnd Pursiens").

OQur breins must heve been sizzling, becrusc no less thep

three membera tied for first plece. . sucond round of
three questions resulted in Victor Smith winning the prize,
(¢ "Goldhewk' Book). Congretuletions, Victor!

By now it wes librery time, £nd rll too soon thoreeften
we werc heving our finel sine-song round the vieno.

) ENLRD D.VEY, %on. Secrctery.

licrseyside Scetion, 14th September  1952.

The meeting opcined £t 8 p.m. t. the usurl ettundence.
The cheirmen deelt with club metters; hce rced e letter from|
Edne in which she seys shke will bo home about the 12th
October; we shell be most plessed to heve her with us egeinl
It wes proposed that, now winter is epprosching, we should
stert en rdvertising cemprign in the locel press, end this
wes unenimously epproved; in fact, there wes ¢ whip round
there end then to defrsy the initiel expenses, snd we ere
hoping to get some results in due course.

The secretrry then reed the minutes, end finrenciel

report; on behelf of the Section he thenked Mr-. Tebster
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for her generosity in doneting & sum towerds club funds;
such kindly gestures are much epprecieted. He then reed
a letter from the London Section re badges; eofter discussion
it wes decided to send @ Teply re our decision.

After refreshmente we entered in the quiz devised by
Peter Tiebster; this was won by Jack Morgen, much to our
pleasure; it is gratifying to see the honours travelling
round, and it is up to him to get his own beck on us next
month. Ue then participeted in a game invented Wy Don
liebater, end, efter getting the heng of the rules, we hed
2 high old time trying to wipe the floor with each other.
Repreg mimming wes the eventual winner: congrets, George,
you rre getting'very hot!"

Bill Horton heving supplied us with our librery "wents"|,
the meeting closed et 10.15 p.m., o#nd we ere looking
forwerd to our next on October 12th.

F. C.SE,
Secretary.

THE TOM MERRY BOOKS HAMTTTON AND COMPANY
No.9. D'ARCY'S DISAPPEARANCE

A 'topping' yarn. One of the best of the
present series.

Arthur Angustus again proves himsclf a gentle-|
man, a hero, and finally, a fine batsman, Haa he
ever played for the Greyfriars Remove before, by '
the way?

I suppose that now that Bunter has appeared on
T.V. we should not cavil at the Television set in
the Common Room at the old school, But it was a
distinet shock when Mr, fMuelch mentioned it!

Cardew is still 'the Cad', What a coward's
trick to hurl a book at gentle Mr, ILathom, from
concealment. What if it had caught his eye?
Still, I suppose we must take his 'confession' as
a sign of grace,

Yes, an excellent tale you will enjoy.

G.A.




-316-

ILETTER Boxg
ST

Gen You Help Frenk Richards?
September 15th, 1952.

Deer Herbert Leckenby,

Thenk you for your letter end the C.D. - good rerding
from cover to cover.

Yes, the Bunter books will now bc published by Cessell'
end the next volume, "Billy Bunter's Besnfeest",will sppeer
this sutumn under their imprint. I used to rerd "Cessell's
Seturdey Journel" in the eighteen-eighties, end could still
relate meny of the stories I rerd in it: 1ittlc guessing
thet six decedes leter I should be writing for thet frmous
House. The .utobiogrephy, however, rcmeins with Skdlton's,
if eny belerted resder is interested. Lbout the rest of
your query, thet is on the kmces of the gods.

I hed ¢ letter from Bill Mertin to-day, with ¢ copy of
the Drily lirror derling with his unique collcction in
erticle, very interesting to rced. I heve esked Bill to
kvep cn eye ocpen for e copy of Iucilius, if cver it should
comc his wey: end it occurs to me thet perheps some reeder
of the €.D. might know where to pin ome dowvm. Is I think
I have told you, meny of my leisure hours sre cxpended on
¢ new version of Horrce, which will-——perheps! dezzle
the world oncof these deys. So I just must hrve Lucilius:
#nd my old copy wes lost meny ycers #go, fnd I don't ssem
sble to get 2 new one rnywherc. There is o Loeb edition,
wut thet—of coursel— is out of print. but there must be
e good meny copies in existencc. The title is "ENNIUS end
LUCILUS, end Other Fregments of Old Letin" in the Loeb
Clessics. If eny reeder knows where ¢ copy is to be hed,
T :hould we extremely gled to hurr of it.

Tiith kind regrrds,
_lweys yours sinccrely,
FR.VK RICH XEDS.
In the Home of Frenk Richards
Dear lMr.Leckenby,
T think it will interest members of the C.D. to know

b



=317=

that I em one of the lucky ones — rlong with Mr. Prckmen,
kr. Bob “hiter end yourself. I went recently with my wife
for » few deys in London, ond before I did so I wrote to
pr. Hemilton, saying thet I should like to come to Broed-—
stoirs end, if convenient, give him 2 look-in. He replied,
very kindly inviting me to cell at Rose Lewn on the
Viednesdey afternoon.

T/hen I sew pir. Homilton I wes not very surprised -
but pleesently setisfied with whet I hed, more or less,
expected. I found him looking cxectly like thet phatogrﬂphl
of "Frenk Richerds in 1951" which cpperrs in his fLuto-
biogrephy. e tolked on e11 sorts of subjects — litererxy,
religious =nd sociel - for well over two hours, end I think
thet I personally lerrned e little more #bout life in
generel. Mr. Hemilton is very neerly the some oge es my
fether; end one cen olweys learn from the experiences of
the previous generstion.

‘lthough Mr. Hemilton is still keen on Bunter I found
bhim most enthusiestic on the subject of Horsce, whose
verses he has been translating into eppropriste English over|
2 number of yeers. TThen he was explaining in deteil,
certein metricel intricocies, he reminded me of ¢ University|
Professor - & very lecrned, esger end charming old pro-
fessor! I seized the opportunity to urge Mr. Hemilton —
es I hove done before — to produce s volume of "Bereroft
Bellads" ond to publish in etiff boords, like the Bunter
books, his story "The School for Slackers", which appeared
first in "liodern Boy". I cemmdt cleim to know neerly so
much of Mr. Humilton's work es do meny other C.D. rerders,
but I consider that The Bpreroft Ballads, "The School for
Sleckers" end the eerly Talbot stories sre the best repre-—
gentation of all kr. Hemilton's works.

It wes a reel plessure to meet and chet with
nprenk Richards"

Yours sincerely, A. E. POUND.

WANTED: Gems (1934-40), Rangers, Skippers,
5.0.L's. A,.S.Matheson, 11 Ackergill Street,
Wick, Caithness, Scotland.

WANTED: Police Gazettes, Reasonable, E.V.
Holmes, 38 East Front Road, Pagham Beach,
Bognor Regis, Sussex.
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The "C.D. Strikes Fresh Territory
4, Boyd Plece,
Colombo, Ceylon.
Deer Mr. Leckenby, 9th _ugust,1952

Thenk you very much for your interesting letter of
4th July to which I deleyed replying until I rcceived
copius of the Collectors' Digest. These ceme yesterdey
end I em delighted with them. ey I congratulertie you on
the fine work you rre doing for #11 of us? I should like
to heve eny beck numbers thet ere sveileble.

I have completed the epplicetion forms for the Lnnual
rnd enclosv them herewith.

I have eslablished contect with "/illiem II Gender in
idenitobe esnd the Old Boys' Book Club, London, which I shall
be joining as en oversees member.

“rith kind regerds snd vest wishes,
Yours sinccrely,
4. C. Ho DE SCYS..

277 Xings Roed,
Kingston-on-Thenmes,
Surrey.
‘ngust Z4th 1952,

Deer Editeor,

Tihllet heving & browse through some of the carly
numbers of the "C.D.", I ceme ecrocs the following extrect
from 2 letter from Leslie Voeper, in issue He.5, dated
| iey 1947:-

"The reeders of the "lzgnet", of the "Coem", the "Nelson
Lee" end €11 other boys® journels sve ell links in 2 grest
end binding chein. T visueclise eeach of these sections zs
e link leerlug its owvm pe: ler number, the whele es e
greet Lroth.rhood — shell ws say "The Freloruiiy o the
Linles", withh memboxsh!=2 ooven fo 1! who onec werce ceeders
end meny eprly-ng for ta=s coveted Certiiicaie of Inrolment
¥y “hy! the "Collector's Diges'" might even become the
Fraternity's officiel orgen."

This eppeered over e yuer before the 0.B.B.C. hed its
first mecting, The dreem of the writer hes certeinly been

fquilJ.ed bayond ell imeginstion. Truly - "The Voice of the

“f“! Jf‘HN HN .. GR.T.

J
:
i
|
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October: 19524

Ny Sordiffe

. ionth comee from a very old
-Te John wocher Jur of judbury. s
e now “lole -riter “juentin ford" can be.

is "nev nene" aniesrs in Lhe 1953 edition of
e “inockouh Anaugls, s it o non-cde-alime? <olin
goos ot to annlaud v, iree chiecrs' he soys

Sor .xe Lofis vho pives
all the »resent Sexion 1«
~hose stories  con rend hout “uing boredv, It sould |
ntercsting to hecr thot other runders huve o say ~boutbl
B Jewr Loiter is inelined to think et there i too !
L ‘urtor yarnse John
mmbea of §.0.L. 2nd sories volume
end would bo flad to have deteoils of any that recders i1i
vish to disgpose of.
Thonks to ilax Dolphin foi seding along some snlencid
ial for the 1952 Annual, sienders 1ill be pleased to
Shat ho hes comniled yei other Llcke srossvord
nuzzlo d I recliy think +het it is the best thing he has
done yet, in the puzzlo line of cours And tihen he sub-
mits a reclly onlendid nr<icle entitled “Gexton lake - s
They Sov llinmv, Sonethivg “ndoed for you do look foriard
to.

ater a build up. of
he g the only one

aeny Zeker of Dornet sugasbs 4hat tho “Jplter Ljobb
articles oro $o2 brief snd sivs he thinks it vould Be o goad
iden if thoy wore nublished as one bosklet. Tae idoa is,
of cowrsc, n good cne but unfortunctoly the suggestion has
cone along teo late for 1o are concluding waltor's series
in this mmber. It +711 be something to remembor in the
future thovgh. Th nks for tho suzrsstion Anthony,

Zot another imberosting letter from iieil G, Sourlay
tho scyss “Apporontly from the othor lottorsyou quoted
recently I om not clone in deerying tho lack of imagingtion
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in modorn Sexton loke stories. it one timo the AJl. vord
alvnys roprinting old 3luko yirns. slow the il (.nd
&ili oro doud, the [LWLE0W L is no iwro but the Soxton
Sleke Liwory is  till o livo. Would it not bo nossible
cor thaa to sive us reprints of thoe fumous 1 Jcr..i easos of
ygs'bc;'ycar? I+t =ould be mrond to road the nomes of
Rymery Pluriers cenith, the Uonfoderation, Yvonneo clte on
gho cover of o 1952 5.3.Ls Could o group of Slake fans
not tritc Yo the L.Pe vith the sugiostion? (shortoge of
poper snd o noed to koop the Dlake of to=doy recll up to
dntc socms to be tho rocson vhy ive Gowrlay's suggoctions
-re not nraciienble. 2d)e 3y tho sy, I first road
~bout Tvomic in 1939 in tho DeTls Low I bolicve those
storics voro roprintse I ramanber cnjoying the discussion
s to -hcthor 31 ko should marsy Yvonhos Thore werc coilo
M ree lottors for ond agninsts I -ra for the proposod
merricge for tho 7 ineipal ronson thet it ims only notdrole
It is funuy hov moYy thriller ~riters of tho 1930's had
4 cir heroes vluost "living in sin'. Trank Ling's Dormousg
Crrtoris'a arly "Sainmt" sborics for oxamnlos Also our
214 Triond e Se ors ks' "iormen Conquost! lived in the
s e 1.4 3vny roare vith Joy crord until esnscicnce ¢
T trundy nuet have oy cored to the ywiter wio lutor
merricd tho conplos ¢ $het the sccu neo of cvemss
slions tht Lebala 1z of Conquest .o .uldo in
Al suisce nged to Sexton Zlcko and boys!
fiotion in ronorcl, the othiles of <hich vovo ewtircly diff-
whe dis go Ltetlion
d net vont "ronn
dotcetive in fietion. 1
rs. Uvohne Zloke -ould ho
ileke logend, thiici, tAthot
4 i surcly incl a tc be & "bold ond
tivet. Anyoy his wdfe nced not lave
o red in overy oterye ogt tnles could do +ith his

lont voredmilit
noturad 1o i

doya ond be esiplotely aapty of any fomnlo chor—
S00V. Te ‘lov I think back on it, thu ~holo arg-

wiort over the Tvonieo-ila

ko rclationsh + hovo boon
memningless i

wYyvonio® storics of 1.39 vere
ren bly be in=
troducods  “ho —ditor of D ¢ fooling
‘loro my of the "Confederuiion" talos roprintod in

ey Teon reecll siieh o 4imo of gtory in 1939
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3 1 sioved 1hat I novw know were renriit stories “n|
5‘*\:311 :012; ioze-e.u\".?:rn origingl tales of t‘-_m".‘. date. it -sho-m
thet even by '39 poor old Zlcke ms having e Tay deal in
suthorse L never read UeJs bt from coiments in GeDs it
wr-s the proatest of the Nlake napers. Ly the wmy, I have
just read a dotective story "’he -Franchise iffeir™ by
Josenhine “ey, "Penguin" edition pp 101-2:~ "aAnd it is no%
nroper thet vou should turn yourself imto a - -hat is it?
aesseSexton “lake for our benefit."” Lyvidently Liss ey
has rerd of the pgrect detcective of Toker Jtreet. (“ny
recders vrill now knov that sg Tey" 1r.s actually a non
de »lume for that bril writer "Cordon Doviet vhose
death t1lys Ld.)

And thot is the end of the Round Toie for this itonth, we
nov nnke mmy for the conclusion of thot brillirnt serics
by Jolter iebbi~

DI.37 DR Chanter 14.

izl ianstsloents hoppened to be lute -
they vere rly cften - wndhis editor s vorvied, -Atl
printer and publisher clse in the sae anxious frcmo of
mind, then 1hiy ghould he worry too? Tt wms andrew
iurray's serene oitlook on life; he ~linys belicved in
living for *thc doy wnd letting fomorroir toke core of ite=
sclf, believing thot everything would come out alright in
tho onde -his attitude wms roflected in his -riting, for
his storios woro tritten in o mmoothly-flo-ing style, foreccH
lcss, unhurriod, yot convineing. thon Ucorgo . Simg
stogod the rovival of the play "fhe Lights of Londam", it
vos vurray cho vroto the sorizl version. Loorzo R and
Androw *-uriay woro g.od frionds until the formor passcd
~mmy on tho 4th Jeptamber 1922, Unfortunatcly iurrny sur=
vived hin v only a littlc over 12 months, ond his untinoly
passing loft the team of Dlake writers much poorors Bo
gront s Tlhko's popurlority at that timo - it wos the yoor
1910 ~ thot the cditor of "Answors", lr. Arthur Dex, doeidcd
to run a sorics of short Dlcke storicse Thesc andeared
cvery othor wock, and cmong the first contributors ms a no7|
suthor naned idchacl Poolo, a very rouw boginner.  liow, rel=
uctontly; the curtoin must be rung dovm on the sdiardian
Eray tho eloso of vhich saw Bloko ropidly approaching that
uniquo popularity nover before, nor sinco, afforded any
other fictional chrroctors
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ind ne-r o voleome bock o wr pages CILL COLCOL.JL. Once
arpin he has writton an cyticlo vhieh -Z11 onp +to all
ro-ders of Dloko storics, young or olde somec +7ll reocall
tho ehrroctor ho doscribos so welli=

mHy BLACK EAGLEs

1icm Colcauboe

Oonc of George Iomiltan Terd's lesser known creotions,
sexton Floko first come into cantret +dith the men cclled
-glo" in tho story of thot nono vhiech apheored
n Jrek" ‘o. 1048.
31k o hed beon ot o eortoin soerot gening elub in
Ston Stroct, London, ng hod -re Geofiroy llonland, ~ho
-r.g lokor Found dond in tho hall of tho building of flats,
+hero he lived, -4%h his neek brokone ‘'he ovidence ot the
de it cpmeor thot tho desd non had follon dowm g
gtoirs os he wus climbing to his flot, Wub through cortoin
ineidonts, Soxton Sloke not only preved privatoly thot the
~ving tho neek brolken from side to
+ w0 ren don the killer in the purson of o curbcin
Drvid Stones on srtigt tho lived in o fonto czlly concoivdd
aorrotr 0ld fashioncd house ot 4+ho corncr of = secluded
o ff the =dgnro roc
persons t o

o had norsencl cequaintanco

Ldth this artist. 3 his vieturcs oro good nd ¢ ndcd
o roody solo, nnd fr doplers Hoint or view thot 3 all

TV e d if there worc fov - covld clainm
nee with Stono, thore vere fovor still wig
romotect o clon thok  Jnvid Stonc, artist, nnd tlhe
~le", the nystery mon Irem Jovils Islend, trcro ono
d the oomes

Soxton -0 found out from the doscior of “1c Puris
Suroto romrding the parsoncl higtory for some tronty yoors
of o cct ssford, 1ho had boon scnt to Dowi's
Islond for the killing; liolon liorchondior, cn artist's
modal, in thc lotin Quarter of ris after o studenis

or@e
Jokn Hr.sford hoed serv.d o lifc sentonces and tion bm‘;j
rolocscd on wneo ond pormitted to eross +o Coyonne on th
minlend of tlc spaneh Golomy. is soom s Lo could ho had i
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oscarod across thc border imto Jritish Guiane, and thore
hod joinod a dismend prospocting portye  #inding himself
a rich mon, John ii-sford had maode his =y bock to civil-
isntions Io hod stopnod in Cuba long chough to kill a mand
o had stonned in How York to kill another, both had beoen
mombors of the vild »arty in the Lotin querter that tuenty
yoors bbfan‘:. Tien, in n siell cobinet-mekors shep in
tho Sevon Sistors doad in tlic Finsbury Pork district of
London, o new tonnmt had epveerods  The curisus connoctio:
botveon "A Line", cnbinet nakor of Sovon Sisters Rd, and 1
David Store, t12 nrtist o occupied tho old houso in the
Croscort off the Ldgrure “ond, hed o distinet bocring on
tho sudden denth of thet well knomn elubmen, ir, Cooffroy
iiovlands Thot vms how Soxton 3loke hed discoveroed the
co.moction botween Stone wad e wen irom Jovil's Isluudy
+iip had boen kuovm among is follow conviets as "tho flack
uplo™e
2 Sexion Jloke had discovered thot it had been a biaut-
iful madel, Cumaille Degizulino, -ho lcd killed Zolono
“orehardior out ef joulousy, =nd had s.cn Join Hosford
convietud for tho chine cnd soit £ Dovil's Islands iin Word
had killed threo mon of tlict groun on the trogic night
boforo the truth beesme knovn to hime It did not, ho ~
ovor, w.xkon his vow to pursue the courso of «o profus tional
criuinal, to 4a%c general toll of ordorcd Socicty which le
bholigved ! outrapged hiing
his tom of irorisomment he had developed
strongth in his arms, iTists nnd honds.
ing up tho contemts of no lceos tiun
ying cards and, in en cliost ninded vy,
toor them i 1f ~r casily as the ordincry strong man
could t- ¢ ~ singlo pack, thct hed given Scxton Bl-xo o
cluc o5 tc the rosl monser of Gooffroy Hevlends deatha
In all the 3Sloek larle anneerod in oight Soxton 3Jlake yrmg
vig: SOL lst serios lio. 37R. "The unso cf the Pink Ineav™s
S.3.L. 2nd gorios Mo 19. "Tho drcnt Connl Plot". (toguther
with most of Tocd's other einractors) lo.2l “Undor tho
Snglo's Ting", ilo 35 “The Coso of tho .amx-ified Innd® (=0
wvith :2st of the Tocd feriiliar ehlnractors) ond in tho U.J.
o 1048 "Tho Zl-ck lindlo" (the find <tory to meatten this
choracter)s 1092 "Fhe seerot of tho Lottle", .o 1122 “*Tho
—onto Jorlo :ystory" cnd 1170 "The Advorture of tho Sowery
Por =3eby"e THE ElNDe

alnist
it -ns s.olag
threc »acks
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Tho “ditor of "Blakinnn! is anxious to -biein copios
of cuitain numbers of tho "Soxton Dleko Lidrary™ 1at
~nd 2nd saricse If anyonc hos sl or any of tho
follxdng issucs to dispose of plenze =ond snloang to

Lo 10 =r+r “en, Bairbina, Cordiff vithowt dolcy. G/-
omeh oro offored for tho lst sorios and 3/= cach for
thc 2nd sorises. A1l tho SeBeLs ligtod aro by tho late
Geer g Inmilt m Teod/

37 219 229 233 253 271 283 307
312 325 35 360 366 371

lst scriose

2ad serivee 8 16 19 2. 25 35 41 49 52
73 77 82 85 113 128 129 134
144 153 161 165 175 178,

B e St e T e Bt T T Rt P

Hexb momth -ro hewvo enothor fine criicle by 3ill Colcombe
for yowr onjoymonte It is entitlod

BLAKWS BROYHLuUR.

e e e e e e e e e e e e R L P P T ot el et bl et T
It kes been sugpecsted by soverzl reocders thod wo should
repirint certain articles that hevo appecred in carlior
nuibors of Dlokirnne I vant o know if this idon would
bo rroloomo to tho majority. I know thet o lot of now
rcadors hovo conoe along sinco tho carly deys of tho CeDe
and o8 boeck nuibire hove alwrys bocn difficult to obtain
duc to thc smcllness of ecch odition, it is on the cards
thet quite o lot of roodors 1ould velcowe tho roapoaranco
of sonc of the carly (ond I night soy, brillicnt) crdicles
sueh s Tom iinrtin's wondorful opinion of Liric Re Porker
ctce I ould approciate it if you 'ould lot mo known
vhet you think cbout tho idec of roprints and IF thero are
any issucs you howo nissode If the majority voto says
YES wo till hovo on OCCASTONAL roprint. It w41l not bo &
rogulor footures teileBa :




