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FROM THE E!l:rrCR •s CRAlR 

"",ieh.:lng ell our re aders at home end overseas 

e Very H•pPY Chriatm,,a and a Prosperous New Year. 

Six Years t Once 8g 81n we have r eached the end of a volume 

end, es ie 1JJ/f he~it, I lo.,k oeck. I do ao with feelings 

just a little mixed for there baa • een shad ow ea well ee 

eunebine. In Februa ry, kindly Henry St eele ,>aa sed on. How 

we m.ise him end hie graphic re collections of the Victorian 

ere . Then I have not yet forgotten the shock I got when 

the newa of the death of 1JJ/f el d comrede, Reg Hudson, came 

over the line . 
And et the moment I em diaconaol s te et t b s tho"8ht th e 

the six years• happy esaocistion with ow: publishers ia 

dr awing towerde its cloee. 
Now to the loright aide. Early 1n the ye er, almost 

ell together, came those three b i g events . Gr ey-fr iere on 

televie i l'lh, the Autobiogrepey of Frank Richerds, end the 

1/ ,d. Tom Merry books. Oh, the controversy l'nd excitement 

over th e f irst nemed beppenilog caused not only in our 
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columns but e lao those of Fl ee t S treet. J.s for the Auto­
biograpby, well, thet created quite a lot of OliTer Twiate. 

The T<>m Merry -.ooks were popular emoll8 the faithful, 
but it would seem th~ were note peying pr0p•aition where 
the publishers were concerned . 

All the Clu be made progreea, each wi tbout fail hBTing 
its happy monthly meeting. '7ortby of note wee the rlait of 
ll!esers. C. H. Chep111811 end )(eurice Down to Birminghem. 

Aa for the C .D., it continued to 11181<e progress. In­
erl tably it loat e fflW subscribers, but more · were geined , 
a011e of whom beceme v Plueble cont ri-.U tors to it• oolumna. 

!low, j uat e request. Before we BPY go•d-bye to 
.11r. •,....i I ah e ll iurfe to PP7 him hie juat dues. end if I 
don't get i.n - INbe, (end there e re e good meny) I 
shell be (Ill tM apot, pa rticularly in v-iflW of th e t los s Pt 
~thi tsunti de. ', here tbs .llmuel is COllcerned, you hev e be en 
,mder no obll«t'tion to asttl• ea yet, but if you would new 
Mllld 81-ag PB soon ea ,poaeible under the s ;:,eci e l ci rcum­
st encM, I ah a U loe gn,tehl.. 

And no- t o Vc l"""" SIIT9D. Possibly we shell still h ave 
the help of .llr. ':/ood Oil the firet number, but if it should 
l>e e little lets, you will know the rePeon wb,y. 

It• s liee r!f Ref'd.T. Jleedlees t o sey, I meen the Annusl. 
At the 1110111ent o writing I'm dol18hted wi t h the progress. 
Over 100 pag es h&ve -.een typed, end ner rly es JJ)l)ny run off 
on the dupli ce t or. I wee checld.ng th e Sexton Bl eke epi c the 
o ther eveni.118, end I could not help thinld..ng -..bet e fine j c-. 
our typist bed made of it. There 's twenty-nin e pecked pege , 
end th ere wore only tw ~ or thr<3e tr ifling errors in th e whol 
of th em. 

On tinoth er o c ce aion I wea working on th e ·~Ibo • a l'lbo" 
until the ee rly hours of the morning . f or quite e numlter oL._ 
;you did not s e nd in ;your qu estionnaire forms. Truth to tel , 
I sh e ll give o Bieh of reli e f when I have P oompt e ted copy 
bef ore 11e, bu t I guess I shell consid e r Pll the months o f 
lebour well worth whil e when I turn over the p eges. 

Now en appea l. There• s a nuaber of ycu whom I em 
co unting on who have not yet sent in th 11ir ord ers. ~/ould 
y ou pl eeee ruah them along et the eerli e at p oaai -.l e moment ? 

Y .,u will g<it en ideP o f th e tr ea t y ou ere in f or from 
enother pege. 

f . · 
The S.P. C Bill O..nder i a r ec eiving enxioue onquiri ca 
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b e c c,ua e No .48 of bis pop u1 ar l it tle 1>8per h Psn•t r e Pched 
t ho se sh ore s y et. He h as a sk ed me t o f>X!>lPin th a t th e dal e 
h " s been \lllPv oidPble, but t o PBsur e you thP1> it "111 r ee oh 
you ev entUPlly. "l'ould s eem thet publishing difficultie s in 
connection with our ..,,g,.sines Pre gen erel juat now . 

St r5" 1 Sed St ory . Th e R"'! .• .Jack Bl6hes of Brisbane, 
t.ustr Pli e, hf's sent me a cutting £rem th e "Brisbene Te legr"P v 
da ted ·October 25th 1952 • · · It concerns our bobb;y, Pnd is 
int e r esting, r eJll(.r keb le, . Pnd . tinged n ote littl e with a Pdn ea 
'J e pr e t o ld '· the · a t,,,ry c f .Jeck .lllcDonald , who r ll hi s li fe 1"ea 
e gr efl t l o v t:r c f "Chums!'. Fo r y ef'lrs h e s eflrch ed f or c opi e s 
el l ove r th e world, end Dt long l e st, in 194 2 , h e f <•und his 
48 t h end l e st . v olum e . It wee on e c f the h Pppi est dPya of 
bis lif e, for hfB co ll e ction wr s bis prid e f'lld joy . Th en , 
suddenly , in 1944; he died . 

Hie '!l'idow r ele t e s h ow ho r lw ey,, want ed bis coll acti on 
t o be g i ven toe sc h ool. Sev or Pl were nppro e ch<>d, but none 
went ed them: · .rrould y ou or udit it? F orty- e i ~ht of t hose 
glor i ous SCPrl e t-cl Pd volum es p •c k ed with c l oPn, thrill-
1)PCked st ori es not wented. That in th es e deys when mos t 
boys • lit ere ture is conde mned even more than 1.n · th e d i,ye of 
th e Vi c t ori Pn "\l vod.e"·· · 

,;;1,at •· pity our .. Br c 'th er h~o a of . H"PPY Roura wee not in 
being i.n 1942 Pnd we kn ew not .Jnck llfcDonr ld. How he would 
be v e WGl c ome • c orr espondence fr om breesy Ge aff '!Inckl. e y, 
Hero ld Griffitb.o, PePrd Suth e rl Pnd rnd ~t he r e .-h o P1)preciete 
the v olum es wi th the sc e rlet jPckets. 

Th e' coll ec ti on f ound .. its vn y int o th e sec und-h f'nd b oo k­
sh op of Mr . V. Ree d, of BrisbPn e , who s r,i d " !-liddl O-l'g ed men 
who lir ve come int o t he sh op h r-ve be on gr&Atly ex cit ed e t 
s eeing " Chums" en the sh e lv ';ls . They · Pr e ~ng cop i es f or 
o ld times 3E'ke. ". . ": ~ .. 

ThPt mey be wcU:d mske J p'~k .. .McDoru>ld heppy . 
YCurs einC orel y, 

HrnBER!'. LECKENBY • 

:1.t.Nl'ED: SPmpl e a F\lnn;y Cut e . Lot .o 'Fun, .Jeat ·er . 
~ Hugh e•, 38 ~ st ·Fr urit :l\oe 4, Pag h em Be,i cb , 
Regis. . 

Your prices 
Nr.Boezi o r 

~11.Nl'EJf, Jl!lfr COIIDITION. Hol id cy ..nz,pal 1922J B.F .• L . 55 71 . 
M8gne ts 1175 t o 1177, 1181 t o 118 5; Gom 393. R·~..,, ... ;. .G. P o\llld , 
68 Finnemore Roa d, Birmingh am, 9. 
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THE''BOYS' RE..ld' 

ClllUBTJl!l.S D01JBLE N1lllBDl, 1906. 

By Hdrbert Leckenby 

i. t this time of the y eer ,..., uauslly have " l oo k et one 
vf th vse g<;rge ous Christmes nU111bers of " bygone dey. For 
this occesivn I bPve ch osen the Boye• Reclm deted S&turdey, 
December 1st, 1906. H<-'W well I remember it! I wes e y oU!IE 
prin twra• epprentice et the time . How impetiently I PWeitec 
1111f mtiegre ""gas tlu,t Sbturd"y mCJrning s c that I could d,,sh 
off end lnzy- 111/f l ong '1Wt>ited copy. •,h~t P feeat of reeding 
when I g et it dev . ured l ong befvre Christmve . True, we b oys 
of the P"ri od did hev " one gr ouse. ' l e used t c spy, ''They 
e re diddling us. They c en• t c "unt - twice su:teen is 
thirty-tw " , end tb ore•s <-nly twenty- e ight p t>g ea here." Yes, 
the publish e rs didn't quite dcubl e the n ormel su:tecn lerge 
p l'geB . Still, tber " "" " plenty t v keep us E'bsorb ed f or deys 
1:1:ld c:h, what f' grPnd twop ellll vrth it would s e om t o -d t'ly. 

:. h€E'd1PQ" er:,..." eR .. tho t,on ri. f' +hA f\'V'ITlt oltge exclf'ims in 
l l' rge type, "5 Grrnd Serb l s en d 4 L0Di'r Ccmplete St ories." 
First of t he f ormer which cetcbee 111lf eye is en inetelmen t of 
"F vr League and Cup" by A. II. Hbrdy. It wee the second 
seriel concerning the "Blue Cruseders 11 , end in i:u;y-opinion 
the finest f ~otbell st ory ever written. If it bed ever 
been given the dignity of stiff c vvers it would heve •ecome 
e 0 cl e seic", eind been re ed i-e evidly by men t>s well ee boys . 

Someone cnce se id t o me tbat when L.. S . H~rdy described 
v f -.)()tbell geme he did it so vi-rldly th e t y 0u ccuJ.d elmcst 
inu.•gin £ you \\e re there in the stt'nd e r o n "Spicn Kop11 ~ I 
cor di <·lly agre e . The Henry R, ses c f t u -dcy c ~uld no t t eEch 
him anything in thet directi on. ~he f oo tb e ll st c ries by 
....... 3. fft.zd;p wete ElWV.,8 m .. da-mura - chEfl'!D:!:~enal'[l' t:urf'.L 1,;0CBw 

h e intr <iduced, with knowled ge, th e r.ctUE>l English Leegue 
clubs. In this pe rticUl er inst e lment the Blue Crusedare 
pl eyed vge inet Sund erlan d end Liv e rp oo l, end it is worth 
whil e repr ,,ducing the n<omes of th e l e tter te em f or 111"ey uf 
them r re still remembered · 

H~rdy1 Griffiths; SeuJ.; Prrry ; Reiebeck 1 Bred l ey; 
Gc·dd erd , R~bins on , Reyb culd 1 McPh<trs on, "nd Ccx. 

I gu ess 1''r <,nk Cos e w, uld like t c r e c-d the E>Ccount o f 
th vt thrilling g eme • 

.:..noth e r St,rie"l Wl"8 °Hie First Te rm" by J c hn Finn e more. 
It woe v fin o st cry .if Sl< ·~t c,n Sch co l, a ach col yuu will ba a, 
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aom .. thing <·bout in the Annuel. 
Third a erial wee "Imprison ed for Life" by Henry St .John 

That popul,;r writer of th " dey " " " e t his beet with that 
type of ato:cy. 

Fourth ceme "The Airship's Quest" by .L J. Bee11ton, end 
fifth , "Tom Tarter in Afric a" by , . Harcourt Burrege. This 
was e reprint from Vi c torian days. A nice TPri a ty of 
s erials ind ee d. 

The completes conaisted of "ChiJ)pi ty Slia' s Pl'ntomi-..", 
" t a l e of S~r•a Ciroue, by Honr;y I. Johnson ; "Curly•e 
Chriatmes Dirm er'' by Clem ent Hale ( E'ct u "1 ly A. s. a,-rd;y); 
"Kit Camorcn•a Christmas" by Sidney Drew, rnd "Th e Fighting 
panthers• Christm as" . one of the PrJIIT "On GU8rd end l)ff" 
series, by BeTe rley J(en t, a very well writt en on e , tov, He 
certainly knew something about 81"11t\' life. I have often 
wondered v1ho he wee. 11Kit Cemeron'a Cbri&t1DE1s11 had th e 
holly decorE>ted front p ag e , And th e picture by E. r,:. Briscoe 
showed e c omi c fcotb e ll match with the play ers in fant astic 
gPrb, inclu ding th e gorl - keeper ea FPther Chrietm,,s. 

other popul er ar tists of the d"Y' who contributed were 
Fred Bennett, H. K. !"'1V111, ~ . ""'· !Jclllles, ?.'.Prr,r Lane, and 
'tv'f'l". 

There were sev er a l Prticles end e full page cf ohet •Y 
edi~r Hemilton Edwerd.s. Bis repli e • to "hie boy•" were 
cf " TSried nature. He symp8tbi11ed with one who had lost 
bia mother an d whos e f a th er bad t r ken him from eohool end 
put him.in en offic e , on P job h e disliked. He rd vi11ed 
Pnoth er how to broaden his cheat, end told e third who WPB 
sure hie heP d "" s getting too big, liter,,lly - not to worr,r. 
"Boye t r e fw:my cni mrls", commonted. Hamilton :',dwflrds, segely 
in conn eot ion with this l a tter youth's worry, 

One might heve r eflect ed t hat editors ere qu ee r cettle 
too when on e r et d whst he s Pid to another correspondent who 
had asked i f th ere ,;ea ev er 11uoh e p erson es Sherlcok HolAes 
He made the ueuel reply th a t Sherlock WE'ii built round the 
S.::otch 11urgeon, Dr . Bell, ,md th en went on to eey-, "The seme 
ezplPnetion rppl i es to th e t cel ebrPted ~et ec tive Sexton 
Bl eke . so th a t I mey aey, witlwut reveeling a 11ecret, th a t 
he is e reel living personelity. He wPB el110 et one time 
e t teohed to the MetropolitPn Poli ce detective de pr rtm ent . 
He found, h owever, th &t his connect ion withe Govenm,ent 
inatit11tion somewhPt h omper ed him in hie .,.tbods , r nd there­
fore h e resigned from th e Force, end is no~, :,e rh epe the 
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l or ding priv c t e d~tecti v e in th ~ ~or ld, in feet , ..,.,,,,. of bis 
t ·dventures f o:r,n the btsis of th & stories of St<Xton Blake 
,,hich ere published not only in the "Boys' Realm" but weekly 
in the "Onion J ec k:". 

I'm L modes t sort of editor, ~nd I o on•t think: I shPll 
ever heve th e nerve to lcl.d "1111 baT•" with t f'lee l1l<e th a t. 

Neverthel oss, &mil t on Edwrrd s supplied me rt th meey 
Mpp;y hours in the de;ye of Wf¥ youth, " nd ne:a:t ,~hristmes Dey 
~ l 1>boure on tho ".A.nnwll" o• or, I hop e to s e ttl e dawn befo r, 
& co97 fire, r et>d thi s Bo7s' Realm Doubl e Nuab er et s;r 
leisure end try end r ecepture the dB,ys when I wr s n ot P v e17 
industri aus epprentic e bo;y. 

~•llN'l'ED, Numbers 3 md 37 ~. "G_... "P luck:'' St.Jilo8 storte,, 
"f<>7be cch offered. 

Penn.y "Plu cks" cont eining Specs & Co., pnd Cook:ay Scrubs 
stories . Also School t cle s 19o6-7-8, 3/- eech offered . 

"Di emond Libr r ry" Ke ttle & Co. st ories , 3/- eech offered. 
"Boys• Fr iend 3d. Libr eri es 5 , 29, 46, 53, 55, 59, 69 

wented. 10/6 oe ch off ered, besides oth erfl. No's 30 end 38, 
30/- Speh off ered. 

~1t>nted Gems, Mrgnets , TUrpine, Sh .:,pp 1>rda, etc. !lo. 41, 
"Ghost of St .Jima" 1908 wented . PP)' 15/6. Meey peo .. rs for 
s < le. Gems, Mc>rvels oto. ti chord •1horw ell, 29 Aepindon 
Reed , Roth erbi the , London, s.E.16. 
~- Nos . 12 1 to de te ( present s er ies ) Sexton Bll'k:e LU. 
150 cop i es £2 . Ccptl'in, Vols 18, 19, 22 , 25, 26, 27 , 34, 
45 - £1. Boys• Fr ie nd 4d. No.534, 1/6. Der k Deeds of 
Old London (Bre tt ) 2/6. No. l-9 Gold 11.f•wk: Book:s 5/- . 
~ •• H. Cl ough , 3 Fonthill Grove, Sele, l!t'nchest er . 

-l~ ~ffi~ ·~-5()-tiftgn'3't15,C' C4U8 E rid s .O.L' 11. Coblpl ,:;;"v v ....... es 
only . Pl ~es c se nd d~t r ils to H. Bl oom, 22 Clov r Rood, 
Forest ll•·t e, London , E . 7. 

'11\lfl'ED: hll Boys ' Friends rmdllelson X.,es 1915 omrPrdB • 
~to U. Johneon, 164 I.mes bury ~v enu J , Str ee t hPa Bill, 
London, s : 1.2 · 

~,Am'ED: Scho olboys• Olma, 249 , 226, 219, 2ll, 2o6, 170. 
i.ls o Rookwood Stori es b ef ore 160. Hc-vo 1924 Holidey .!lnmWl 
in cxc hsnge. Gordon Thompson, 53 :,Plll' sey- P<•rk:, Belfi,st , 
llorthern Ir elcnd. 
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HA J:.I IL TON I ". N '. 

Conduct ed by Herb ert Leckenbz 

Vol.5 of th e Boys• Reelm (No.209, JUJle 2nd, 1906 -
No.260, W..,. 25th, 1907) contained s..verel complete stories 
b7 Charles Hemilton, end the etPrt in Po.254 of thPt fine 
eerhl "King Cricket" • Let• e heve e look et thet. 

In No.21.l eppe ered "Cricket Chums" . The school was 
Clivedel e . ~ leading cher ec ter wee !O.Cllllai Lr l,R e jPh of 
Rempore. Hie b es t chum is Jim He=i as . He e a 0111s to hPTe 
b oe n e more eooomplished cricketer thPU the Berries >tho wee 
t o r ema in so long et St .Jim's. Th e first two chllpters de a l 
with " .... tch E't the school, then with th e pessing of ye ars 
the scene DtOvee to Indie. Harries errives on the scene Pnd 
plays in P match disguised es one Jemset Singh who has been 
injur ed. 

llo.223 hr ·d e st ory "Rugby Riv e ls". It ""s just des­
cribed es by v Popular ..:.Uthor, but es the hero wrs Hubert 

· Locke, e T~lbot i s mentioned, ,. metch is pl eyed egrinst 
Redcl7ff e , Pnd th ere's troubl e e t e pub c e ll ed "The Gr oen 
!,!p"n", one fe e ls confident he could ru.me the author. 

In No.225 on e finds ·"Th e Housemester•s Secret" . The 
m~ster is ce lled Temple, the school is St .Hilde' s, end it 
bas~ New House. Thar e 'e als o r c~ rne. 

" Chums of C~rbrook e" rp p enred in No.231. No fomiliflr 
npmes h er e. But th er e ..-er e in "The Co ck House e t Cernfo rth 
(No. 244 ), to wit, OWen Redf ern, Reggie LFWronce end Cecil 
c ,.rdew. Th • re wre rlso . r Russ el l end Hil ton 's House. The 
geme pleyed wee Hugg er which · confirms th e t C. H. could wr1 te 
~bout Soccer's riv Pl. 

No.245 had ,. story c e ll ed - "Th e Bound er", but the 
youth who bore the nicknsme weo celled so for e very differ­
ent reeson to the one es soci e t ·ed ><1th the imoort Pl Gre7frie 
ch~re cter. He w~e Pnother Lew.ranee, Pnd e scholE rahip boy, 
but he won th e gems for St .Egbert's eg e inet ~d Pl e Pnd 
11The Bounder" bec eme ,. .t erm of E'ffection. 

"Gell Pntly '":on", "nother Hugger :,' I' m, eppe~re d in No .24 , 
and the story in No,250, "Th e • ,inning Bo"1t" showed thet 
Chc rles HPmilton WPS quite £1t home >1hen writing ebout the 
pnnu Pl •v ersity Rece; OXford won. 

Then in No.254 , l.pril 13th, 1907, s t r rted whPt wee 
!>erh ~ps Cher l ea Hc•mil ton' s fin ~et s e ri e l , · "Ki ng Cricket" • 
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Lov&n of the greet s..aer geme would rev e l in i t . For 

weel<B it """ givon the front pag e , e proof tlu>t the e<titor 
thought hi8hlT of it. The hero wee J.rthur Lo""ll who play-ed 

for Lo81111hire • . Other prominent chsreotere were Len Valence 

Colon el Hilton end hie daugh ter, Ho . Dnd Ponaonb7 , who wea 
described u e anobbiah chtrecter end fri end of Leg,l.an. 

Lovell's bitter em,,o,y. 
Juat ea in A.. s. Bardy-'a footba ll atoriH, gamea with 

English League olube , ao in "King Cricl<et". lo~ 

play- ed the recogniaed fint-<:lPae countiaa. Untortunateq 

I poaa eee onq auffic!ent in.atdaenta to cover the g,,mee 
with Leicea t erehire end Somenet. ~Ii th the former one f 

mentioned J. H. King, Jeyea, end Odell, and egeinet Somerset 
fsmoua play-ere of t he dey in Len Brsund end thet elegant 

aty-liet Lionel Pa leiret. 
Yea, a grand yarn for -,rick e t lovera, would thet I had 

the other inatelmenta. 

:. VISIT TO "ROSE-I.t..'111'' 
By Roer Jenlclna 

BT a atn,nge coincidence, abou t the aeae tbe thet the 

Rev. Pound wee aeeing llr . llt'm.ilton. I we11 writing to ee k for 
(,Jl intern- IIQ'Belf. Thia request wee -t caurteouaq 

j!r(lDtod, end on .llondlly- OctoM>r 20th I duly aet off from 
London to ME>rgete. The atmoephore of the "Magn et " struck 

me 88 aoon ea I aew the lllergete aande e long which Bilq 

Bun tar Juod car eered in 19}5. dropping aoverei6na frc,m n ee rb;y 

Portercliff Hell 8 8 he wont. 
!4r. Hem.11 ton• a den wee juat ea I had viaUPlieed it frc,m 

the v eriaue pictures I hrd se en , ond tha PUthor hi.maelf wee 

ea pl eaal'Jlt end informet1.ve •• I bed been certain he would 
~,e touched upon lllllI\J' toplca, llr. Homfl.Tci'n Pgre&a ther -

hia leter plots were more closely oon.atructed then hie -
eer li er ones, but he at eted th e t he never worked out PffY plo 

in cdTt'llce; h e j ust set down et the tn,nriter end the 

storiea worked th- e lffB out to their on, inevit r\- le con­

cluaiona. 
I ment ioned John Shew' a opinion th6t hie b eat hulM)red 

consecutive st orie s..,.... in "Th o! G- f.,.,..1921 to 192:S, end 

1111' opinion th e t they were in ''The Magnet " from mid 19:'.13 to 

aid 19}5. llr . Hem.Hen oonfeeaed thet de tas •nd f~ 
were thinga he never could .--aer; eo I enume r rt ed the 



s eries in esch sequ ence, end he egreed thet they co ntained 
some of his finest work. On the whole, he con s idered thet, 
of the stor i es about the two schools in question, the beet 
were in "The Megnet" from 1926 to 1936 . He agreed thst th< 
1935 Stacey s e ries ( which he hed just re-reed) wee hie finest 
ttl{egnet " aeries • 

In hie capacity es Owen Conquest, Mr . Hamilton kind:cy 
eutogrephed e copy of the first Rookwood story for me. Th e 
convereetion turned neturel:cy t o the Hampshire school, end 
I enquir ed whe th er he consid er ed it to be his most polished 
cr ea t io n. He 3tat ed tha t he th ought High Coombe qualified 
f or t hi s title , l iut he agre ed th<:1t the Rookwood stori es 
e lwdyt-4 mai.n t e J n e , i. a co ns'.! s t e nt ) y hi g h st ende rd, which th & 
r.reyf .c~u=s end S \· ~.J:.:t.'s ouon di d not. A~ art fr om the 
nue<Jt~.\.,n of th0 Cu.1•F:iti t, :.t e '9.Tit e r s , th ere i t. a greet diff er 
~nee hP,i, ·J,,~ ~ !'I Bn C'" ~·-_;,· n G C'::i" 0!" 1'1'~0~ \f't 11 Ct Ory end 8 l at.er 
one . I t •.s not S:l ee ey, howev e r, to d et e a Roc kv:ood s t ory 
~ot many of his q 9rr e ep~~aen te, h0 edded , men t io ned RookwooC, 
but t hose who di d al way" t houg ht hi ghly of i t. 

I mi;:ut i oned c aro.~w, who is Gne of my fa vourit e chersc­
t era, and remarked thst, . of lat e , he s eemed to b e growing 
rath er unpleesent. Mr. Hamilton concurred in this, end 
s t ated th a t he hed not noticed this feet hims e lf until he 
hsd reed some of th e Gold Hewk books (after pub l i ca tion ) . 
He th en t holl((ht that Csrdew hed e6t e littl e out of control1 
he had el~ eys b een en unscrupUlous clwr ect er, but no~ h e ~a• 
s omewh at crud e os well. St.Jim ' s f ens v,ill be pl ~esed to 
know thPt in future Cerdew will b e his old de boneir self. 

!.lonzo Todd was th a next top i c . end I b egge d thst h e 
should b e ell owo,d to r eturn in e Bunt er book. 7'1r. Hamilton 
s a id thet he h Ld alre ady r eceived e number of simi l er 
requ ests , end he thought h o would be ebl e to menag e it, 
though it ·~oUld require e little cPre. I suggested th s t 

'AJ.onzo might be worked into e holidPy series , pr efer Pb:cy e 
boe ting trip down th e Themas. .tr. Homilton confessed th at 
ho had e greet parti e lity hims elf to writing stori es ebout 
r:ersv~ns. 

It ws s inevit eb le t h at Billy Bunter · s hould be disausse , 
Hia early Dnd l a t e esc ep edes s;ere touched upon end mutu,,l:cy 
chuckled ov er. Mr . Homilton Pgr oed th et it wee net until 
dbout 192.7 when, ,ie ho put it, Bunter bec eme more f ,:,tuous 
and 1 ... s ertful th at lie b e c ame e syinp~th c ti c ch ,·r Pct er. He 
explain ed t hBt every Gr ~yfri era story now pub l i sh ed must 
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bSTe Bunt er's n&me in the tiUe, but it did not n cc e&sPr ily 
meen that th e sto1'7 would :re.olve around the fat Owl. 
''l!illy Bunter Butte In" , a dramatic story about Hen,- rlha r 
b" bad originally entitled, "Down on hie Luck". 

ldr. Hamil ton• e 11SJ1Y admirers will k hea rtened to l ee 
that, ill epi ts o! the teot that be is in hi• late s...,.entiea, 
be atill enja.,• ramarlaibly good beeltb, though be suffers 
f,...,. teilin8 ei8ht 8114 • ·~ leg , bu.t be tries to 
-1.ete J1'ml, SilYer•a edrlce, to "k.>ep allliU.ng" and to 
rememlter T- Merry's msxia. "':711)' Grouae?" Bis mind is ea 
ectiYe 68 &Yer, . end be ie "°" engsged upJn e n ew treD8l e tie 
ot Horace in the se119 IDE>tre ea the originsl. Ita publioP­
ti~c, be added, would - like Dr . Lock e 's proj ec ted nsw 
edition of Sopbocl"8 - prob eb ly caua a e atir in et le ast 
half e dosen studies in Q:dord. 

The genius of Dicltene, ~d un,y otbe:::- topica, we 
touched up~n until, with a et e rt, I noticed that I bnd 
elr eedy stayed OYer en hour and e be lt ~nd, if I wee to 
l'YOid s throe-hour wei t for e trPin, I mw,t regretfully 
depart . 1.f tar oxpreaa1Dg JIIY' gn,titude to Kr.Hl'mUtcn for 
hie ld.ndueae in ellowing me to rlsit him, I made e deab for 
e bus. Jq luck wee in, end the ooDductor even went ao fer 
es to curtail th e weit in C= il Sqwore b;v' 5 minut es in 
ord er that I sho uld be abl e to oetch rq tr<>in, which I juat 
IOl'ni,ged to do. And eo .mded " d,:Y I ah f' ll l'l""7e r ecoll ect 
with th e grePteet of pl er eure. 

"BILU' BUN'l'~'S BE:J!F2.'IST" - Ccsse ll•e 1 7/6. 
Red8"e4 bJ: Gersld illiaon 

Tbs new Bunter book b)' our r ev<,red end well-bdoved 
Fr enk Ric hards made ita epp ecrence on NoYember 20th under 
the-illlprht-of - Ct!&&er~ =- Th-e- n1WTpUfilllnerii ofthle 
aariee have wisely ..,int eined th e f Pmili er formet end ~ 
Pppeerenc e of the eerlier titlee ieeued b)' Cberlee Skilton. 
The binding is impl'OYed, bowewr, end the boek will mlllte e 
hendaoa.e Pddi tion to colleotors • sh e lv es. 

"Billy Bunter•• Beentel'at" i s tba title . ':eben ~. 
~,ill i•m se-&l Bunter sent hie aon Billy e i8bt tiolr:eta tor 
e d•7 trip to the Contillent Oil the good ahip "Flamingo" the 
0..1 of th e Remove e t Gre)'friera beceme e ""' n whom hie for9-
lllE'tea delighted to hoz,our. 

Skinner & co • ..,de 1mOh of him, end "9D Fiahar T. Fie 
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st ood him P s pre r d, ,n d t' good one too. t<•.rsh c 11 ;.id h r d 
re ~ched Greyf'ri r rs Pt l Fs tl But Ltr . Quelch insietsd t he t 
Berry ' ,h ::>rton s hould b e in chsrge of the p&rty, ~nd so, 
<'long r.ith th e F r moua Five, Bunter invited Vernon-Smith ~nd 
Red.ring, f or , , oer t:l'in r er aon. 

The fee t wee thet th e Bounde r hsd pl flnned to hrve P 
flutter i n the c Peino Pt Lo Chrlet, Pnd Bunter intended to 
be e • rorty dog " toot 

Ho•· the pl "11 worked r ut y ou must re ed fo r .yourself. 
Suffice it to BP.Y thPt the story i s the most dr ems tic Pnd 
"powerful" on e whi.ch we heiv e had from Fr e nk Rich e rds sin ce 
he beg Pn this soria s of Bun ter bc ::,ks fiv e ye Prs ~go . Th ere 
is plenty of fun r n d f pr co ~ Coker & Co. Plso go e lobgt ~ 
but the hero of the s t or,y is To m Redwing. ' ,h ~t e friend he 
;,roves to Her bert Vernon-Smith. 

Good o ld Reddy. I e lm-ye !me•· ;; vu "ere P grr nd fo llo w 
but you never showed up i n P f ine r lig h t th nn in th i s t Ple. 

JJtd believe me, one cou1d ol.Dlost imPgine our Put hor to 
be intimPtely rc qud.n ted with the Hs lls of Chen c e l His 
locrl col~1.r . end de scrip ti ons of the p l Py ~nd pl ayers l.ll 
t he c r sin o r t Le Ch r l e t -r ux -Boi s , r r e most rcrli s ti r. Pnd 
convi.ncingt St r enge, isn't it ? 

PCTl'ED P"11SO!I' <.LIT TIS 

No. 1. Jer::-old - Ltunle y-L UJ11ley. 
Lumley - Lu.JJl.ey PITived Pt S t .Jim ' s in the sua::ner of 1, 10 

in p s t ory e nti tled 11.!~ R~nk 01.!.tsid e-.:" . !n some weys, he WP 
not u..."1.1.ilc::, Ye"":T.on-S:n.i t h , the Bo-.:.."ld er o f Greyf:- i ,,r ::, '""ho wrs 
t Jrer dy plPy ir .g his p ~r-t. on the !IIPipiet strge . 

t,.,.m.J.ey-Lumley hE>d spen t ,, grert de Fl of hi s boyhood i n 
the St r,tes. ru,s te t he r wr s r mi lli onl'ir &, very much of the 
erme prttern 1·s Mr . Vernon-S mi th r t th pt time. 

In ".!. Renk Outsid er ", th e milli on ei .<"e enqui res the fees 
s t St .J im ' s , Pnd is . informed "Thi rtv gui ners p~ r t erm, .,.i th 
no ext r1•s" . Those f ees ~oul d be l i.ugheble t o;:d,ey . 

Hr . Lumle y - Lumley p oid three y ea rs f ees in ed v,.n ce, end 
received e wr it t en stet eme nt from Dr.Ho lmes t o th e · e ffect 
tha t Jerrold sho uld r emein e t th e school f or th s t p e riod . 
:,,,, 8 result of this documen t, Luml ey - Luml ey wee immune from 
exp ulsi on. It ~•s e plo t th e t took e good de s l of sw ellow-
ing, even though , e s Llertin Cli fford e s s ur ed us, "t he Hee d 
'w'CB no buainess men" . 
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1..11 th& seme, Lumley-Luml ey v,es fin int e r es ting cbarec ­

t e r. He sppe <·r ed in msey excellent stories in the Gem i n 

th e f ew monthe following hie initi al ~ppee r vnce . Fa r too 

wicked to be s re • lly beli evf'bl e led, he had 1IIIICb goodness 

in him which sometimes c•me to the fore . ']e · s ew him re­

forming, to some extent, under th e influ ence o r Couain Ethe l • 

In October 1910 wee publis hed one of th e most remerk­

eble stori es ev e r to eppeer in the G&m. Eptitled "I. Sh• do, 

in the School", it to ld of t h o sudden dea th of Lumley-Lumlt,J -

He had b een knocked down b)' P c~r, whil e perfonidng P 

g~llPnt r escue , and he ley in th e Sohool apnetorium . Tom 

u!err,y st ood by hie bed, with te e re running down hie ch ee ks . 

"I - I - I' m eo rry, 11 said Lumley low rnd feint. "Sorry 

for whet I 've done r.miss, Tom. I'm so rry . I 've bee n fl 

wes t er and fl wander er fill al.Y' time , - now,- I'm going homa•" 

:.nd within the sick chembe r , with closed blind • nd 

lowered 118ht, l • y whet had been Je rrol d Lumley - the 

outsider of St.Jim' e, - now 
".'. t h ing 

O'e r which th e r aven f l t'pe hie fWJer Pl wings . 11 

So, •~t h those sentim ents which s eemed to be so very 

b ea ut i ful comi ng f rom the immeture lips of• boy of fift ee n, 

vw thought v,e bed eeid f erewe ll t o Lumley-Lumley. For the 

use th &t .:Srtin Cli fford mede of him efte rw erda, he might 

E'S well ht>Ve l~ft i t et that. 
But , in th e next story, 11T;1e Ne"! Boy's Seore t 0 , Levi son 

errived on the scene , end, lo •nd behol d , h e knew th e pecul i 

• ri tiee of Lumley. Levison went into the v •ul t e , where t he 

body ha d been pl ace d , end ceme forth with Luml ey, rest ored 

to h aelth end strength . Th& millionair e • e eon hed • ee n 

only in • tr Pnce. Th • t ~lot t ook soa e getting down , but 

we Wdre gl •d to hPve Lumlc,y back . 
In 1911 cwne the beat of Pll the Luml ey -Lullll ey t Plee ,­

th ose in which he struck up " fri .endship with Grimes , the 

gr oc .. r •e boy . Thie would seem to bsve offe r ed gre Pt scope 

for ch vtt cte r work , but ,r t e r , f ew de lightful st or ies, the 

t heme wee dropped . 
It wea the lest time thf .t Lumley E>pp ePred w1 th • n;r 

promin 6nce , t hough be hPe e lweya r emained e t St.Jim's. 

·One of the 11\Y&teriee of th e Gem, - end t here were · men;r ,­

wee wh.Y Mertin Clifford neg l ec t ed, t ip - top ch e r • cter like 

Lumley, end repl <ced him wi th such peopl e E>B Trimble Pnd 

Grundy, who were irr it e ting cop i es of Bunter Pnd Coke r . 
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No.2. Kowni Rao . 

Koumi Rao, th o J ~m of Bundelp ore , errived s t St.Jim's 
in the summer of' 1913, in a fine story entitl ed , " .l DiegrPce 
to the House" • 

He wee quit e unlike the Nebob of Bhanipur. ~11th e 
cru dl ond domin eering nature , end en over -developed view of 
his own import ance, he soon f'ound hims e lf in troubllf *'1 the 
New aous ·e , where he hPd bc PU pl eced. 

•:,hen he wanted to pl ay f'ootbPll f'or t he Junior El wen, 
he tri ed to s ecure s plPce in the t&PJl! by bribing Tom Men:y. 
The Junior Capbin, r ef'Usi.ng ind1sn en tly , f'ound hims e lf 
lPnd ed with 8 \itter Pnd impl PCebl e ena!J\Y• 

!.B :time went on, chi ef ly owing to t he influence of 
Figgins, ·who ebeolutely would not tPke the J em se ri ously , 
Kowni Rec gr PdUl'lly becPme e bet ter fellow . 

In "By ~those HElnd?" - on e of th e 'finest s t ori es ever to 
"pp ee r et "?1¥ tim e in th e Gee or th e Megn et,- Kowni Rro wee 
~l rmed f'or brut ally striking down Crook e , wi th whom he had 
one of' hie fre quent feuds. Bernard Glyn inv ent ed some 
splenaid fir.,..ork: s e t-piec es, one of which ,:es to ennounc e 
to the onlook ers th e t "KOUM:I R.'.J) IS A ROOTER". 

It wee, howe.er, discovered th e t Gore wee th e culprit, 
nnd Gussy; assisting Glyn to corre c t th e words in the set -

. piece 9 Ceuaed. the emended FnnoW1Cement to r eed "T HE NFr./ HOUS 
IS :. ROI'TER" • 

Kou,i ' Reo remained on the St.Ji m's s t Pge , but he nev er 
egein pl ayed the l ee d in e story, - by the genuin e MPrtin 
Cl iff ord, et any rPte. 'Toj · th e Puthor negl ected this fine 
cher ac t er f'or so nwny yePra is something th ~t only he cen 
t ell us . It is Pnoth er of' the Gem's rey-steries _. 

CEX:Il PONSOIIBY OF HICHCLIFFE $COOL 
By • . • o .G ~ Lof'ts • 

Of' e ll the characters th at Charles l!&milton h!'B or ePted 
sur ely Cecil Ponson by ·, or "Pon" es he ie "eff ection.ctel.yt ' 
ce lled, wee th e worst type of' cherect er thet one could 
imegine f'or e boy. 

He i s tot elly unscrupulous, e coward, funk, lier, cheP.t 
bl eclr8ue rd, sneek, snob, bu1ly, g11mbler, thief, and ie eiren 
~ithout pf'fection towerds hie own reletivee t In f'ect, he 
is rotten right to th e core. 

In e ll hie encounters with llflrry Toarton end Co. "Pon", 
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of cours e, h , s ~lwrys come off worst in the end . The good 

hidings, bl ack eyes, demrged noses, etc. th ot he hsa hed 

from vPri ous sources Pre prrcticelly uncount Pbl e . He is 

fortun ote in hPving oa " l!ll'ster Mr. Hobson. P snob lie him­

self, who lll<ea to f awn on "Pon " bec ause he h r s titled 

relatioDIJ. But even "Mobby" got ,. shock. Onc e , when "Pon" 

burnt his r,,re coll ;,oti.>n of stempe ond tried to put the 

bl ome on somebo dy else, only to be found out in the encl 

through Bunter using hie hr f' ina for once . · 

Even th& girls of Cliff H,>uae school r re not free f%OID 

Pon' e ma licious temper, Look how h o l eft them s tr anded on 

Potter• s I s l cnd, when cutting the rope of their bovt, end 

se tti ng it cdrift. Bob Cherry unfortunrt e ly got th e bl rme 

for this episode. 
One 110\lld ~hink thet "Pon" h,.d some respect for bi.a own 

k:ln, yet when Hrrry ·i,berton r£acued Pon •e uncle, Col~nel 

Ponsonby, from drowning, Pon, instePd of showing some sort 

of ,r rtitude, geve "HE'rr;y :,'hBrton c blPck look , end "rs too 

bitter r nd deep with r,,g e for speech." (S . O'.L. }79) . Here 

is wha t ,. crooked butl"1" had to sey ebout Pon in S.O.L.}82 • 

"Mester PCXlBonby is P B tho rough-going o yow,g bbclrglU'M as .• 

ht'Ve ever seen. How he hrs eserped being exp e lled from his 

school, &nd even sent to cho!Q' (prison) I crnn ot meke out. 

He must be very .,,.ry, he is reokleaa, unscrupulous, ruthl e ss 

~nd utterly iJleo l ent. He tPkes a plePeure in diepl l')'i.ng hi, 

inao l Gnce to poreone who r re not in r position to Pnswe r him 

bl'ck ." 
'1hilst othe r "b r1 hets" su ch rs R.Vernon-Smith, Loder, 

etc. hrv e th ~ir good points, rnd limits, "Pon" h r s no good 

points find no limitst But, der r ron, wherever you £Ire now, 

whether it be ll e rt moor, or even wors e then th a t, I Pill quite 

sure th r t you heve put some QJ:oi t ement in Gr~riPra School 

whenev er you have Ppp ~ered, .Pl though you r re su ch Pn out-Pnd 

out rotter. 

llli,GNl.T TITUS (Contd . ) 

" S" denotes Substi tut e. No.1101 , The Bootlegger's R8'Ve n&e. 

1102, Th e Film StPr'e Feud. 110}, The Schoolboy Sheik . 

1104, H~rr;y ' lher ton•a Peril. 1105, L. Film Ster•s Vengef!l1ce. 

ll o6, ill Through Bunter , 1107, Farewell to th e Filma • 

1100 (S), The Meaked Terror. 1109 (SO Billy Bunter's :Blunder 

1110, The Scy lock of Greyfriere. 1111, Tho Prefect's Plot. 

111 2 , Pr &fects e t ~/er . 111}, Out of Bounds . 1114 , Th e :Bleck 

She.,. of the Sixth. lll'i: 1,. Lesson for I.oder. 
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LONDON SEX:TION 
From l.Uatrt>li.a to E<>st Dulw:ich is e fer cry, but to Don 

: ticks the l ong distance did not deter the Wl!IX'lll welcome that 
be obtained from the membere Pt ch,,irmen Len's meeting et 
l!WDe House on Sund"7 November 16th. It wea e :f'ull¥ repre­
eentati ve getharin« whi.ch included Norton and Mre. Price 
from )(prgete. Len opened w:i th r-rke about the esteemed 
viei tor and then wished looth h e Pnd R"Y Hopkins , who ia 
returning to Seettle, :1sahiagton, U.S.A., God speed end 
ba,, py memories of the pl e eesnt time s ;:,ent with the "Old Boye 
He expreeeed the wish of ell those present tbPt we ho pe to 
ell meet ag a in in the future. liter this the USUL'l form e­
l i tiee were quickly deelt w:ith . Then the v t>ried " rogramme 
weu ind ul ged in. Four competition quiz' wdr e he ld, on e wt' S 

thet ~ne th e t G. Bromley, e noet t' l member of Leicester , bed 
sent. .u.fter this I rel'd two ch eo ters, one from "Gem" No. 
1}}6 end one from "MBgnet" No.601 th at er e Plmoet identic el, 
word for word, th at the l Ptter m""1ber had e lso s ent. Roger 
Jenkins, fresh from his vieit to th e nresid ent, th en re ad P 
few very Pmusing cbBrscters from "l'8gnet" No.64 0 , "Bunter th 
Benkrapt". ~, . Lofte of Bek er Stre e t th en g,-v e us e f ew 
details l'bout J ohn Hunt er, Sexton Bl eke Puthor. .."u.l these 
it91118 were gr eatly enjoyed by ell l'nd the th enks of those 
present were efforded to e ll who had contributed to the 
success of the gl'theriag. Chri s tlDl's me eting e t " Cherry 
plece" on Sunde:, December 21st to which Pll members ere 
he ertily invited. 

UNCLE BZ!IJ i.MIN'. 

NClRT!lERN SEX:TION ll!EiA'lNG, L~eds, November 6th, 1952. 
sec:,:-etPr:, Norm..u Smith pnno,u,ced th et ,. goodly oomoaey 

WPS likel:r et the ChrietmPs Pt>rty on.D ecemb er l}th, etl'rting 
.et 4 ·o•clook . It's evidsntl;r going to be t' reel livel;r do 
ri th a p rogramme meinly comniled b;r th e ingenious Gerry 
Allison. --rould ell members '">l ee se ... note th at the Jimutir;r 
meeting will be held on the 3rd . inat. , owing to the room not 
being i,yeilshle on the ueuel Ssturdey. 

J. ]lreeze Bentley g,,ve bis long swei tad t e llt on "Levieo 
et Gre;rfri ers", end wr s in fine form. Th a wey he bro~t 
out the dil'logue wes e sheer del~t. 1>. bre Pk had to be 
mede for r efreshme nts, but the listeners settled do= c ag er~ 
immedietelv afterwards for the remeind er of the ator,". 
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Followed " quiz l'bly comolled by Hor e ce Twinh l'm. For 

onc e Hemil toni r ns he dn • t it a ll th e ir O'lli?l wey. All the eelile 
G&rr,y illison end Stt,nley Knight tied for first p lace. 

J.t th e J anuary mee ting l1arr;y Sta bl es will give hie telk 
on tho once f amous ch arectere, Fr,,nk Re ede llnd .J eck 'l'lr16h-t .. 
of tho hldine Inv en tion Librer-:,. .J.l those who h"e rd his 
pr evious telk will know they lire in for e treet. 

H. La:KENBY , 
Northern Section Corres ::,onden1 

MlDt.:.,D SEx:TION MEEl'ING, October 27th. 
The writer hes ~o re ,ort the first pert of this mee ting 

by hol're cy es h e could not E>rriv e until nearly B.JQ. By this 
tim e the fun wee feet end ~ious os e gsme of "Consequences" 
{on Greyfriare lines }, bed re ached the fin,l at eg e , end much 
lrughter wee ocuaed ea the concoc ti ons wer e reed out. This 
well lcoown Chrietmve gome ,me o novelty euegeated by our 
Cheirmrn; ond "Jroved e cheerful l'nd light-hearted ...-e ri etion 
from t he norm,,l, {and 1J10re form,,11 ) , items on th e t,gend E . 

Bef or e this game, the meeting bed . been opened by our 
Cheirm en , who hbd r e ferred smonget other things, toe letter 
received from Mr . C. H. ChPpm,-n of Ree ding. Th e minutes hRd 
t hen bee n moat ebly reed by the lady member of the Club caa­
mi ttee, (M1es C. Scot t ). 

Following "Cons equ ences" crme a Quiz: end whet " Quiz t 
Pr epa red by Id.es Russell, it consisted of 15 difficult ques­
tions covering the very wide field of the thre e "Hemil ton" · 
schools rnd oleo St.Fr enks, ond other sundry ms.ttere. I 1 11 

ofr ei d th c t most of us were CCllll')letely floored by most of 
the qu es t ions . To qu estion one, '":lllet is the t elephone 
number of Greyfri vre Sohool ?'', th6 writer could onq suggeet 
"LE'nth , m something" which w,,s d~tiroly wrong. Neverth e less, 
three gentlemen, .(llessre. Cleek, Gregory rnd Ingrem) tied for 
first :,l ece, end nobly tPckled . the second hef't of eight more 
q=etions. .Heerty congr e tul otions ' to Mr.J ack IngrFIII, our 
esteemed ,,olverhempton member, who · proved th e winner ...,.aniu­
el ly. Our hePrty th Pnks too · to our Cr ,.dle;y members who oer­
teinly pr9duce some epl!)ridid ·qu1uee, IncidentelJ.T, .th1e ill 
the first of a series of tlirei!, Pnd we f'nUci:,ete th e ~ 
= inder with the greatest of int erest {-end tre pid e tion1) 

By now the evening wee ( Pl ea I) well s p ent, but refreeh­
m..nts were very welcome to cool our fevered brows encl 
t ortured brains. 
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Th ore r'fter enoth er libr tiry session, end en inform Pl 
chPt rounded off yet ~noth er ~-l ea sp nt evening of the 
brotherhood of hP~py hours. 

ED7ARD D..l.VEY. 

JIERSEYSIDE SEX:TION. 9th November, 1952. 
The meetillg opened Pt 7.30 ~ .m. to the largest Ptten­

dPnce yet . It WPB most gr,,tifying t o see t he club-room 
chec..,,-blo ck with ·_,eop l e, end most enooureging to th e regul ers. 
The cha irmBn extended P hePrty welcome to all the new members\ 
some of whom had tr evell ed quit e oonsidereble diat anoee, endJ 
sinc er e ly ho1, ed they would not be dis eppoint ed et the result 
of their journeys. The secret er,y heving re ed the minut es, 
end fin Pnc i Pl r0 0ort, Jim r/els h took the 01.>portunity to pay 
e tribute to the work of the officers , who bad, he aPid, don 
eo much t o meke the club e success . 

The cha irmen then gave P l ength;,' trlk on section mPtter, 
tind gev e the n.JW member& all the "gen"; he enswered the mP~ 
queri es to th eir ePtief Pction. Then c Pme r ef r eahment e,efter 
which th e moating wee f ully occu pi ed in inform el dieouaeion; 
t her e was no tim e f or quizzes - a ll fun and no games! The 
t"1k:fulne es wee t errific, Pnd th e tim e ;:,eased ell too quic • 
Then came the librtl r,y busin ess , and the dis n l ey t l'bl e soon 
h•d the a,,pee r ance of e tuck hPmper p:f'ter e visit from 
Billy :Bunter. 

The next ne>eting (o n Sunday , Dec . 4t h) will fepture P 

discussion on the ChPrles Hacdlton-G so rge Orwell e:f'feir; a 
provoc a tive subject, this . The mee ting closed Pt 10.30 p .m.; 
we elmost ha d to queue to get out! 

F. C.t.S~ , Sec r et ery . 
4ttend pnce: 1.11 t he regul ars, and new members Messrs.Jones, 
':linds or, Unwin, Chillingworth, Hale, Crill ey, l'r<'f!Jlell, 
Bertlett, Switz er, Begley, r1yness, Leffey , Prit oba rd, 
Coldwell, ond Miss ClPire :u.ty. (Total 22) . 

S.JE: 8 Bound vol s. B.O.P . mint condition , 1880-6 1, 1882-8 3, 
1886-67, 1894-95, 1895-96, 19<)2-}, 190 3-4, 1904-5 • 8/6 0PCh, 
or 6o/- th e lot. 100 loose l~. issues B.O.P. 2d . each. 
17 monthly issues, 1916-19 , 6d. ea ch, or 20/- the lost . 
10 copies ''Fun ilm8!1ec" pr e -1900, 1/ 6 lot. 
SYen, 3 Fifth Avenue , Paddington, , . 10. 
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TIIE COLw::TCllS' DIDIB'l' ANll1IAL 1952 
Pri ci! 10/6 · · 

BILL CF FARE 

-Satisfyi.J:lgl A·,petis i.J:lgl A Bunter Chriatm,,a Heal l 

KINGS CF CRDIIE 
(The Sexton Blake Epic) 

THE acilINC CAREEJI. CF BILLY BWI'ER 

THE ST , FRllllK'S StJGI,. 

LEVISON ..T GI!EYFRL".l!S, l'SEllllQl'llll. 

TIIE RO:.IIINGS CF TIIE RIO KID 

CURICSITIES IN MAGNEr TlTlES 

THE : /ERE O?Hm SCi!OOIS 

ST:.NI> :.ND DELIVER 

S. IL'..RDY - SJ?CRI'S STORY ~IIUTER 

SING::E TO !W'PI!IESS 

DET::.cTIVIB IN BO!S 1 'i1EEKLIES 

THE COLLECTOOS •11f01S '/ID 

!!..VE YOU Cl!Dllim YOUR COPY YEl'? DON'T GO HUNGRY, 

Tc»lllRCT.I ldAY BE TOO I.:aE , 

FOR S.:.IE: Magnets Nos. 1122, 1123, 1436 - -1453 , 1454, 
· 146o, 1462 , 1479, 1590, 1507, 1506, 1509, 1510, 1557, 1559, 

1600 , 1609, 16,5, 16,6, 16,7 , 1:6,9, - 1642, Gems .Noe. 
1565 mid 1563 , R. O'S hee , 6 Eve Ro~d, Eeytoneeton ~, 
London, E, 11, 

Lim 14IliUI'E IIE':IS . 

...nnutll prectic Plly completed. I s peclted .from 

cover t o cover, end h<·e e18ht more pFgee tlll'n l ~at ye llrl 

Reva you f or gotten t o order your copy? Make h~et e U 
you have . 
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:.11 cOll!IIIUIUcatiena to Rob ert Bly t he , 

46, Car leton Road, l'lollowey, London, N.7. 

Two more old timers coa,e forward this month rl th erticl, 18 

on d.ifferent :facets of the Ol d Pa per. First comes Mr. God ­

esv e of London, with some vie.,. on E.S.B. ea a des cri p tive 

writers-

One of Edwy Se arl e s Brook e ' gre et eat gifts ea s writer 

of schoolboy end de tective ad ventur e stories s ee ms to me to 

be that d etai l in his characters snd descri 0 , tiona. Most of 

his characters in the old a eri es of th e N. L.L . ha ve e 

s e riousness which is lecldng in the wri tines of others. Sir 

Monti e Treg e llis -~leet hes e k ee n or ain with that gift, or 

oth erwis e, o:f being fer-seeing. One simila r to Tr egollis­

r1eat is Reegie Pitt, el t ho ugh it is impossible to confuse t h , 

two. Handforth is one en his own, being e qu ee r mixture 

whi ch on e now and egein comes u , against in r eel lif e . 

Although de ecri ;,ti ona of acenor;y are co nsi dered padding 

I pe rs onally find them well worth reading, for there ere som< 

wonder:ful deacri r tions such as th a t of Bell ton 'fo od in whic h 

quit e a considerable ~,art of the Clement Heet h - Hand fo rth' e 

orother-in-lsw - aeries is de p icte d . Then again in the 

Reggie Pitt s e ri es th ere is e good d escri -.,tion of Roul e tt e 

,l!lying together with the rul es whi ch is not included in the •ll Roul e tt e eats whi ch can bo ;,ur che sed in t ho sho ., s. I 

can well b e l ieve t hst it is not in the int ere st of school-..Oy, 

to be too closely acquaint ed with th o fin er ;>oin ts of gemblir ~. 

but it ia r e fr oa hir,g to bw abl e to reed the aeries wi th a 

1~ rhs pa gr ea t e r knowl edge of Roul e tt e th en when one s t arte d . 

In th e oerring-o ut aeries Brooks is oare:ful to s ee that 

e it her th ere is a good stock of food end that water is evail­

sble, or, as in th e Mr . Martin se ri es, th e kitch ens Elnd a tor e>­

roelllB being occu piad by the juniors in "The Si ege of the 

1:'/es t '"fing. " 
Both Brooke end Hamilton cen des cribe wi th wonder:ful 

effec t the topogr aphy of foreign count ri es, although I think 

BrOOke again goes into greeter det a il 'llbich h d l ~e th e r eader 

to get a clearer ~icture in his or her mind ' s eye of th e 

locality. 

Ne• t we have Ron Bur rows of Leode . Ron is reel l;y st eer,e i 

1n St .Frank' a l ore. You will r emember h e pnst"ered ell th e 



----------- -,11-quediona in ,he two quizzes I gave some time ago. In addi­
tion he •nd I have had quite e bit of correspondence overt the m,,p I d.rew re cen tly, end by the sccurecy of his in!o:rme­tion forced me to concede that Shingle Heed was wes t of 
carstowe inateed of eeet ea I had it. 

Acywsy, here is Ron w1 th some more topographical detail 
TBE POOITI ON CF ST. FRAIIK' S 

Doubtless JDBn:, read ers of the Nelson Lee Libreey eek 
Whereabouts in Sussex St.Frenk ' 3 "" a situ at ed. •,au, so hev 
I , end now I think that I have reeched e solut io n to the problem. 

Disreg arding such pl aces ea Ceretowe , Bellton, Benning­ton bnd so on , th e St .Frenk •s countey is bro adly des cribed 
(when seen from the see) as having on the left the high ch el cliffs of Shingl e !Iecc!; in the centre the Riv er Stowo; on the r i ght shingle end marshes; end the downs behind Shinglo aeed . 

Up to 1920 St.Frank ' s is eeid to be in E,,at Sussex , The 
beet r ec ount is given i n No. 237, end s~Ptee that e ser-coeet c~etle in Kent "pr actic ally on the Sussex border" is r oughly thirty miles from St.Frank 's. Now by r eference to e map 
it will be found t het Beachy Heed is some thirty to thirty­
fiv e miles from the Kent border. Furthermore, ea aeen from 
the eeo , the Beacey Heed ares is very si.milsr to the Shingle Heed er.er - high cha lk cliffs on the l e ft; the shingle of 
the Crumbles, end Pe-vensey Mareh on the right I end downs 
behind Beoch,y Head. The only thing miesi1:g is the river. 
No ot her l engths of the coast of Sussex fits E. S.B 's descrip 
t ion so well es this er e• around Beachy Heed . 

So f er, so good; now comes th e mrk.wrrd pert. 
From 1920 onwerd e E.S.B . tr ansferred the scene of the 

stories from East Sussex, describing them now ~a being in the extreme west of Sussex, in the er e~ oen tr eing on Selsey 
Bill, th e only other heedlend or Pn:, conaider eble size in 
Sussex. Thie er er , however, does not eve n epproxi.meto to 
t he description required. Selsey Bill itself is composed of low eerth cliffs some eix to ten feet high; on t he right is f l s t coeet neith er ahingl,y nor mereby; no ri ve r; no 
downs. Nor ere there •D3 chalk cliffs .. t el l in this E'NP . 

'.,hFt E.S .B. E'ppeers to have done in 1920 wpe to trena:te th e or1ginal shingle-Be ~ohy He,:d eree to ·,est Sussex,placing 
B~ech,y Heed itself in the position ectu .. ll,y ocnupied by Sela Bill end fi tt in th e othe r count ecoo rd In thie 
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position St.Frenk•s remt:lnad till the and. 

Th urefore, I consider that to underetend E.S.B'• con­
ception of the st.Prsnk•s -diatrict it ie neceseer.T to teke 
tbe arefl around Beecl\T Head for eeyerel milea and trenefer 
1 t to the ertreme west of SU8&8l<. 

And no•, alter fOltt 7eere (1) W9 finally come to the 
laet title• of ell. 
2nd 11,s. !lo. 142, the Pletesa of PerU1 145, The Lend of 
the Lost1 144, The Scerlet Deeth1 145, The C~ of Doom1 
146, The ClllWB of the Hew1<1 147, Deeert Poee (not by E.S.B. 
148, The lC1ng Comee Beck (Not by E.S .B.) 149, The Treesure 
of HUnger Deeert (lo t by E.S.B.) 150, The Moat House ~at91':J' 
(E. · S. BrookB), 151, Th e Hidden Peri l (E.S.B.)1 152 , Arclu.e'~ 
Christmas Pert,, (E.S.B.)I 155, The Haunted House (E.S.B.)i 
154, Nerki the Sorcerer (E.S.B.); 155, Secre t Service (Not 
by E . S.B.)1 156, The l41stery of the Gold Slu.p (Not by E.S . B. 
157, The F ellowshi p of Peer (E.S .B.); 158, st.Frank's in 
Peri l (E .S .B. )1 159, The Fighting Sixth (E.S.B.) ; 160, The 
Shge of St.Frenk'e (E.S.B.)i 161, The Castle of Doom (E.S.B 

3rd New Ser1H 
Ho.l, Ripper - !few BOJ' (Reprint o .s.112)1 2, Kidn,:pped 
(Reprint O.S. 114)1 3, Tried by bis Form (R eprint O.S.116); 
4, Nipper'• TriUIIIPh (Reprint o.s. 118}1 5, The llouBemaster•u 
Peril (Reprint O.S . 120)1 6 , The douse of ~t91':J' (R eprint 
o.s. 122)1 7, RiYela of St.Franke (Reprint O.S,125); 
8, Under Jlrreat (Reprint o.s.126); 9, The ht,'&tury' Maater 
(Rep rint O. S. 148); 10, The T,yrent of St,Prenk•a (Reprint 
o.s. 149)1 11, The Revolt of th e Remove (Reprint o .s.1 50)1 
12, The St.Frenka Barring-out (Reprint o.s . 151 ); n, No 
Surrender (Reprint IIQS.152)1 14, The Rebel Fortress (Reprint 
o.s. 153)1 15, Tricked by th e Tyrant (R e,print O. S .l'i.4); 

- 16, 'l'!nr Sacret swen-(ltepriiiC O:S-:I55T 1T 7, Good-bye to the 
Tyrent (Reprin t o.s.156)1 18, The P ell of th e Tyrt>nt 
(Reprint o.s. 157h 19, In the Shadow of E>:pulsion (Reprint 
1st N.s . 6}; 20, The Castle of Pear (Origin,,l E .S .B. ) 
21, The Brotherhood of the Br....,e (Orl8• E .S.B.)i 22, '7sldo, 
the Gang Buster (orig. E.S.B.); 23, China Bound (Reprinted 
from 1st N.S, 12}; 24, The Prisoners of the Dragon (Reprint• 
from lat 11.s . 13); 25, The St.Frank's Pugithee (Reprinted 
from Ist 11.s. 14). . 

:. few comments on th ese, rnd .,,., h ~vs finished. 
2nd 11.s. 142-155 cont ain e e eri~l ent itled "Cook of ·the ~felk 
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Thie is e reprint of 1st N.S. No' s 21-25. 

The authorship of 2nd N.S . 142 - 146 is dcilllttfbl~though 

E.S.B's n,,me is menti oned one few of the stories . I wonder 

if ecy of you heve reed P story by Dennis ~/heetley celled 

"Unch arted Sees"? If so I wonder if you too were struck by 

th e eillli l erit)' of the plot s . I won't sey mor e the n this , 

except th et m>eetley , to quot e ,,../ho' e •1ho", aterted writing 

in 1932 end his fi r st novel wee published in 1933 . The ~ .L. 

story is detcd 1932. 
2nd 11. >, Nos. 147- 149 , 155, 156, I strongly euepo>ct we 

by Maxwell Scott , elthough I heve no proof, but in view of 

the f eet thet certein of the stori es list ed t, vo months ego 

were by Scott, leeda me to think tht't he ;,,es the eut hor. 

Incid ontelly it ~e s e greet surp r i se to me to re elise the t 

Scott hed writ t en _them for, like most people, I ha d thought 

th et, opPrt from Qne or two very ePrly o.s. stories, no thing 

els e except the seri t' la "The Silver J)wp rf'" rnd "The f.lieeing 

H>,ir" in th e middl<l ' of the O.S. Ser i es <'nd th e reprints 1n 

2nd N .s. 112-116 ev er epper r ed. This ie of p Prticuler inter 

est to thos e of . you who Pre keen on hie stories . For one 

thing , thuy .i,re · e . lot eee i er to come b;r . I h oven•t epeca 

thi s t ime , but next month 1 1 11 give more dete il s , 

FOR 8 A L .E 

. · s . A.E. Enquiries 

J!!lgne te Gome .. 

S. 0 . L's ~ .F . L'e ··.· 
S. il .L ' e Plucks. 

Nelson Lees . Old Seriee onl.Y • • 

Marvels Comics. 

Union Jack a . Holiday J.nnusle . . 

Coll ec t ors Diges t Annua le 

••• 
BILL MARTIN 

93 Hillside Stonebridge Park 

LONDON I N. \1, 10 



__________ ,FAit ed b7 H. X. Bond,,..,.,.,,..,....-----~ 
10 Erw ' ien , Rhiwbine, Cerdi f 

Tbe Chri stm e.s Round TPbl e . 

Thi s month pr r ctic Flly Pll Sex ton Bl ake f Pns wi ll be 
Bit ting f!round t h o imagin o:ry round tPble . Christm Ps ti me 
hos el wsys been e pe riod when th e greet detectiv e he s s eemed 

to teke one new PDd more illlport ent rol e in our li tere ry 
int erest s . Ever since th e dpys of th e grPnd Gwyn EvPns 
Chrtstm s s stori es I beve looked forwerd to P Chri stmr s pfte r 
nocn by the fireside r eeding one of th e new, or one of the 
ol d, Blek e stori es . To-dey, we ere not lu cl<;y enough to be ve 
new Chris t mps st ori es from Gwyn, ind eed for m"'IY yer re we 
beven •t even bed soPsonsble sto ri es from any of tb o eutb ors, 
but we crn , end do, turn beer th e peges of t he Bl ak e story 
Pnd reliv e t hose thri lli ng old d~ys when th o deer ol d UNION 
J,l,CK bec eme e f e t t wope11Jl1'Worth, wben crooks r nd de t ectiv e 
of"n ~ tog e thor end tb e apiri.. t....of .Yulo ti~ e_r9!4med 
BUpreme fe r e short but ve ry enjoyrbl e period. 

I would 111.:e to think thet ell re~dere of t he Bl eld.enP 

sec tion of th e C .D. hPd Pn enjoyrbl e Blake Chri s t mes. I bop 

r ll those old s t ories will be re -r er d Pnd re-re ed . J.nd most 
of e ll I would lik o to think th Pt when you sit down to your 
Christmas dinn er you rec all the gr f!Dd sc eno so well portr"7" 
b7 Eric R. Perker. The scene 1n the dining-room <>t Beker 
Stree t when Mrs. Bard e ll brll'.189 in the furil:ey. 1'Vory 
December I writ e rbout thet scene. To ·me it i s wonderflll 
to think thet e fictional cherrct er lilt e Bl ake could h,.-.,s 
ptte in ed su ch popularity to wprr ont th e int eres t 1n such 
s8"son&ble goi.ngs on e t th o f p.moue old hous e . ~. long 
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li ve t he Bl &k-, Chrietmas end m,,y I exp res s , ho pe th c t you 
wll h ev e r very enj oy ebl e holi dey . ;,. ver:, Merry' ChrietllU'e 
E<nd Hl>pp7 New Yee r t o you •11 . 

H. ll. BOKD. 

Th e llovamber Sext on Bk ke Libr eriee . 

!lo.275 • 
No .2 76 : 

" Cr lling •:,hitehrll 1212", b7 Hugh Clevely . 
''Th e Cr ee of th e BOj!UB Boron", by 1·1t>lter Tyrer. 

Revi ewed by Gerr l d :.J.lison. 

I,. very h&rrty wel come to e n "" Bl eke euthor, end one 
who i s in t h e top c l ree too . r::ver since I r ePd "Hell to 
Pey" in 1937 , I h eve n ;,v er missed P • ook b7 Hugh Clev e ly. 
Suc h thr i lli ng y r,rr,a PB ''Dart h 's Counterf e it", end "Three 
c;ood Over coat s" s ti ll r emrin in m:, memory , Plt h ough it is 
tw el ve y cr r e s in ce I ree d th sm. So '7h<>n I S M< th e name 
HUish Cl eve ly Pl ong with r fin e cov er picture by Erio R. 
Perk cr on Sex to n Bl r ke Lib re ry No. 275, I kneN I wee in far 
f' good tim e . 

~,h a t r s Pti s f ectio n i t is to re Pd ,. re e liy OOllll)e tent 
Bl ake y ern ·. I mern . e t .e le wit hout th e f " tuoue siturtione, 
th e impo s sibl e coin oi dBnc ee, th e imbecil e di e logu e which 
h r s be come .s o f amiliar t o us, e l e st To r ee d e stor:, with 
e logic r l plo t, end b e li eve ble ecti on is e re e l tre e t th es e 
deys. we ll, "Celllng '1.hitelwll . 1212 " is just su,ch e story . 
All th e che re .ct e re e r e cr edibi e , end th e pr ce is meinteined 
throughout . · 

hnd whe t of Cle.v e ly•s Bl sk v? It . is rl wsys most 
int e resting t o s ee whr t P new hend will mr ke of th e ever 
f rmi li s r, end y e t ever i n triguing BPker S t reet de teoti~. 
V1ell, desp it e ,. slight mistiness in outlin e , Blak e wrs 
Bl eke , e ll ri gh t . Shrewd, deci s ive, end '!'!the nice •eense 
of humour. J.nd even when i he heroble mistook him for " 
• r ece-horse ( I ), Sexton Bl ake ret eined his c alm s evcir 
fr i re. :.nd I l iked t h e WP7 he drov e hie csr right into 
th e group of vill e ins on pege 6 3 . ;,. v ary good tel e indeed, 
end, by th e wey, t her e wee no menti on of Certer . Inet e l'd 
we hed en ex ce ll ent Tinker . 

•:,a lter Tyr er usu a lly provid es us wi th e good t e le, end 
"T he Case 6f t he Bogue Br ron", S . B. L. 276, is no exception . 
"rbe ep i s ode in ·Ber lin is eep ec i ,.lly well _ don e , rnd · one gets 
e re e lly vi vi d 1.mpreeei:>n of whPt en ~ eee 7 Pncl de ng ercws 
t hing lif e mw,t b e tod ry in th e t unhl>pP7 oi ty. But Sexto n 
Bl cke even knows how to dee l wi t h the Rue s i ~n menE'Cel 
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The story skios ,•bou t r bit, r nd I could h:·rd ly believ~ 

th<'t Bl eke's clien t, Ur jor Bruce H,,l'IIU'n, would hr•ve been I 
quite so re Pdy to forgive Elsie Lr ne when she hl>d been robbi 
him blind for 110 lOJl6'. 

Perh c·ps we might hPve be en given e little more of Bl cke 
, nd Tinker, who kept bei"6' first on the cese, end then off 
it, C'lthough through no feult of theirs. 

The g limpses we got of tbem were very s Ptisf r ctory 
though, f<nd I ~m gl nd to 3ee thet Bl r ke still kee ;,s up his 
scientific work in his leborrtory " t the to p of the house • 
.;nd by the "'FY. ....by c t·n' t ·.ve hftve t he numbe r of the house? 
..:.fter a ll, Con,,n Doyle did tell us t h e t Holmes lived r t 
llo.22lb , Pnd it is high time we knew rlhe re to look for 
Chez B<'rdell • 

By "7illi em Colcombe. 

The story of Sexton Bl r ke's brother Nigel, the theft of 
Bl t.ke'e "Mr·nuPl of Crime" Pnd the perfect uicklock \tere told 
1n four issues of the Detective ,·,eekly , the first t"'o numbere 
the fourth, Pnd the thirteenth. The eu thor wrs Lewis 
Jrckson, of Kestrel f eme. 

Old Berkeley Bl•ke h ad two sons, Sexto n ~nd Nigel, Pnd 
it was his drePm th,t both should follow 1n his footsteps rnd 
em91Azen their nrmes on r br~sa plAte in Herley Street, where 
he h r d • flourishing pr r ctice. Ills dre em never c r me true, 
sexton Bl eke it's true bec ,,me qu,lified, but un able to resist 
the urge th r t wee to mr ke him the greetest detec tive of his 
time. Nigel s , t for his M.D. , f ~i l ed cnd turned ,vr st e r. 
For years he rew ·ined r thorn in the flesh of his brother, 

_ until r yePr or so before the f1 rst ,..,ar l d -,rr he-pa.~ 
Nigel to go Pbroed . Nig e l Bl E•ke settled in the CPrer oons 
md mrrried " widow, Clr.ire Pete rson; sh e gcve birth to" 
eon, Grrry, Sexton Bl r ke ' s nephew . Nigel Blrre then cPught 
spotted fever, end it left him r ch ~nged men, he took to dri 
end ~ec ~me subject to wi l d outbur s ts of temper . After two 
y eers hie ~~fe l eft him Fnd returned to Erlgl Pnd, bringing her 
son Ylith her. For ov er twenty y e~ rs Ni "<el WPS missing, ~nd 
wee resumed deed. But he " 'esn•t, he h"d deliberetely dis­
rppeP red, Pnd when his wife rcc identelly meets him in London 
vfte r ,,11 thos e yerrs, Sexton Blek e P" reu ~des h er th e t she 
is mi s tPken. 



For Blake hl'd discovered th s t his brother hod turned 
crook, in helping his nephew with ~ c r se of fcrgery-,(GPny 

. hc,ii joined the police llnd \een ~ppointed to the at lltt of the 
C.I.D.), Sexton Bloke tr oced th e forgeries to " certPin 
Dr. Bro1'11, who had atPrted 11p " qw,ck prPotioe in LiJllebouae. 
Re hed elre FdT hsnded P.ll the pertiaul.Pra to Geff7 1lhel1 he 
found thet the forger wcs hie 01'11 \rother llnd GPJ:'%7' • 
f r ther. He decided to protect Iii.gel fr<m erreat . He want 
to Limehouse Pnd lll'IU'g,,d to pt h1a "'187 to Boker Str.et. 
liieel broke down end bega h1a brother not to htr,,y h1a to 
the police. In doing ao, Sexton Blllke jeop,.rdiaed h1a , 
rel Ptiona with Scotlend Yllrd • 

.:.e e rewerd for h1a brother• s help, Nigel robe hie 
brother of his "Xtmue l of Crime", e book in which Saxton 
Bll'ke ex l'mines in detail th e met b«ds of Fll the cleverest 
cri.minl'ls. ~,ith the book were drl'Wing8 of Pn eppcrPtue 
Blake cells th ;, " Perfect Picklock", 7'hich wi ll open r:n:, lock 
with comperPtive ~see . 

t,t first Bkk o conceEls his burdenfrom Tinker, but e fte, 
th~ le d hed seved him from being chtrged Y<i th being ooncernei 
in P ro\bt47 cOilllld tted b;y lif«el, he confides hie troubles to 
hie feithful esebtent end the;y strn d ahoulder to ehoulder 
to overcome the threPt to Sexton Blake's good ..-. 

Sexton Bleke conaul ta en old friend of h1a, lir Richerd 
&eroll', mantel specialist of ll&rle;r Stre..t, who decide• thet 
Nig el is not completel;y Bline l'nd the onl;y wr,;y out for Blake 
is t o ht:ve hie brother privPtel;y c;,rtified "nd kept und er 
r estttint. 

It doesn't tr ke long for Nig el to take full advent eg e 
of \ot h Mt nuel end Picklock, end he c03ldts r obb eries to th e 
v,lue of over h clf e million pounds. 

!.n edded complication is the feet ·th t ·t Nigel' e wife 
int &ndll to merr:,- Pgein, unmvl're that lmr hueb"nd is still. 
eliv~. 

Nigel entices hia 
l!nd reve ela his story-; 
SPni t¥' but whWI Gerr,y 
police he dopes him. 

son to ~ fl et llbere he hlld \een 11 ving 
ho now seems to hr ve recovered hie 

thrertena to b end him over to the 

' Nigel, now thoroughfy frightened, gate in touoh with his 
wife r·nd eeks her to hi de him. She·gets in touch with 
Sextcn Bi nl<e t ,nd he leye rn Fmbuah ·for his broth er, he oetohe 
liim 1111a et l r st is obla to pl Poe him under the exp ert cPre 
of Dr. SPrele. 
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: .nd ,·,hAot of the huge fortune in j ewels that }'i ge l hf'd 
looted. He h"d ceched them in e fl e t in St . John' e ' ;ood, 'aut 
when BlPke goes t o recover t hem they rre gone1 

!,.::on Kestre l, re eminent in the underworld as Sexton 
Dl eke himself wee in the field of crimo detection, hed heerd 
from efer of the invesion of orookdom by the unceruu.ly 
gift ed novic e who he d cl eened up hel f e million without e 
tr Pce ,- rnd more interesting still, had he e r d rumours of how 
tha t phenominel feet bed b een eccomp lis hed . He bed fe.iled , 
howevt r , to find th e J(anuel or Picklock. But Sexto n Blake 
h .. d 'aeen equ rll.y unsuccessful in his quest for th ese vitel 
ortic l es, Pnd it wee now E' dUl1l b~tw ee n him end his old 
entcgonist for DOBsession. 

~ige l died in Hoep it el , but not 'aef ore ha gev e his 
brother P clue that enr bled him to recover his precious 
"M, ,nuel of Crime ". Thus ended this unfortunate episode in 
the lif e of Sexton BlPke, the full story of whi ch is told 
in Detectiv~ · ,c e kly No.l. "Sext on BlEtke •a Secret" ; No .2, 
0 SE.Xton Bl Elk e rt Bey"; No.4, "Sexton Bl c,ke's Triumph" f'nd 
th e Kest r e l sequel to No.lj, "The .Monste r of Pciris 11 • 

SEXTOM BL:JCE IN THE NE'"IS. 

The "De ily Express" made good use of our f evourite 
detect i ve in P story they r Pn on Oftober 20th. It c erried 
e st r eE'mer hePding in promin~nt type thus i 

~~~-~!:L~~!~.!2!~.!!!]l 
£~!!-~~~!! 

The Old Soldier "swipes b Pck". 

The story told in dr em~tic end humorous f , shion of the 
- ..a ventur e of Henry J emes Tilley , 68 y ee r old w,,tchmen et p 

Brix ton Hill bck e:ry. ldl>tter of f !'ct it wes his first ni gh t 
the r e. He hPd t eken with him S.B .L. "Th e ScrPn Metel 
ll(yatery" to pE' BS the hours ewtiy. Says th t;; rep ;,rt er, "He 
hed just got to the part wh. r e th e fiddl e rs wer e boosting 
about the i r pl ene . Sexton Bleke hAd not even been c"ll ed 
in - when the 'phone r .,ng. Someona vsked · if th ure wee 
eeyon e in to tek e an, orde r. Then I.Ir. Tilley made • mist,.k, • 
He r eplied - fo rgetting for e moment th e cunning of Sexton 
Bl eke - "Th e pl <>ce i s closed down." It we e " ll pePceful 
enough . But .Mr. Tilley hed just got to th e pe rt wh"r" the 
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gr eEt det&ct iv ~ wee ~bout t o -.a consulted when be WPB 
struck on th e he •• ,with en iron l>er . . • 

Th e r epo rter goes on t o give P gr • phic desc ription of ho~ th o old . 8" - soldie r w• s f oo"'1 with• 7oung Dlf'n gripping a cosh l'nd ordered to li e on the floor. Th en he remembered wh•t Sexton Bll'lte would hsve don e • nd whet his o ld aergeent­lD(!jor t old him - "If 7ou•r o still on y our feet , swip e lof'olt . " He picked up Pn obo!V' s tick Pnd brought i ~ down w1 th " thud on th e beck of Pn upholat cred ch ei r f'nd looked eo dote=ined despite the blood running down hie feoe th Pt · "th e bloke fled". Then "9'19" end • S"1t'Shed wind o,.· to Pttr Pc t e ttenti o, bUt th e bruidid got PWey leeving c ,sh running t o four figures lleh1nd him , 
Th ese Fleet 5t r eet rep orts find our heroes useful t o lend co l our t o th eir new st oriee, don't th ey? 

Deer Mr •. Leckbllby, 

~-~~..!.!.!~-!.2-! 
Cl.SSELL & CO.IIP.:.NY. Ltd. 

31/38 1.St .J.Jldr ew• a Bill, 
Qu een ViotoriP Stre e t, 

London, E.c. -4. 
Publioi 1'Y-Depl'rtment 

29th Oct. 19 52 . 

I em s orry not to he ve r ep ii ed to y our le tt e r before now, but I heve been w• i ting for on odvPnce copy of the new· Bil ly Bunt er st ory which we ehPll lie publishing on MoTember 20th . I •m hPving P copy sent t o you und er sepPrP t e cove r, , nd shell b e very gl ed if y ou will men ti on it in y our · mt'ge zine. I sh e ll Ple o s ee t be t 7ou hsve copies of future volumes , whicq we plPn t o publish e t th e r&t e o f two P .y ee r . 
Youn, f e it~, 

E . s·. IIARPER, 
Publ i c ity .lleneger. 

From Frenk Rich erds 

·Deer He r ll ert Leck enby, 
Jllovember 22nd, 1952. 

Tl>Pnlas for th e C .D. I bed mieaed thst cr oBB-word ii> the kedio Times, end wps much interested end ,mused to ree i your eo oount of it. I r ememher thl't Bunt e r figur es in " 
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D<·il.y .M•il cross -word somu time ego1 but th e D. M. h£>d 
th eir d £>tP quite corr ~ct • . 

Eric FPyne•s Singepore vrticl e is good rePding. 
I could ht>ve wished it longer . But I l'm s ony that he 
missed Bhl'nipur on his WpY home. k d es c r ip tion of that 
Stl'te would hl've been extremely int er esting. 

•,1th kindest regards, 
Alweye yours sinc er ely, 

FR '.JIK RICH :JIDS . 

By N. C. GourlPy. 

Th ese odd jottings cov er VPgue memories of o ld pPpers 
of th e 1 et e •thirtiec. Their purpos e io p erhPps to rouse 
so~eone'e interest e nd lePd to furthe r inveetig ot ion Pnd 
more detvils about th e s e mos tly forgotten Pnd n egl ect ed 
mf'gflZin es . 

First, I ,,ould likt=t to "IATite Dbout "B1.1Zzer11
• Thie 

w£>s F short-lived Geo. Nawn.es Ltd. public Ption of, I thi nk, 
the yePr 193,. Th Lre wer e 3S issues only . The p eper 
WPS published in P l erge size, P little bigger thPn 
Dete ctive t /eekly.. No Puthors ' nPmee were used Pnd its 
middle pPges wer e devoted to humorous c ert co n st rips • .'l.t 
first it b ed 36 orges. Th 0se 1£>ter fell to 28 r nd 
fin c ll.y to 24. 

The stories in "Buzzer' wor e P compr omise betw een the 
str e18ht rdvsnture sto ri es of "Modern Bey" Pnd th e more 
aensetionrl "novelty y erns " o f th e D. C. Thoms on pepers. 
E1;1ch issue had seven stories, every one of which we e pert 
of e series. The first issue h od P school - cum-ff'ntrsy 

erite --P·OOUt - P- gr<>Up..-o1'.-acboolboya - "'b0 form4 tbQmB~V 
ntrPnsported by r e dio" t o the Moon . For ten we eks they 
indul g ed in the usuel edvsntures thet bef r ll int erpl rnetr ry 
trevellers. Thay h elp ed one gr oup of tuner, ns eg e inst 
enother by inventing we ird gedgets f or th e Moon sold i ers t o 
use. 

Another s eri es WPS "The Flying Tremp" st ori e s. ~ .. 
cheerful y oung men •ti.th P very old- f esh ioned plBne hopp ed 
from one country t o the n~xt cPrrying goods •·nd getting 
involved in pl enty of thrilling epi s odes. MidwpY thr oug h 
th e "Buzz e r's" cPreer thi s s eri es st opped, bu t e f':w weeks 
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leter th. chief' che r ec ter r dturn ed es "The Flying TrP!!!p -
Sec r e t &e:rvi ce Agent 0

• This new s ;;:riee con t inued to th e 
end. M oth er c herPcte r W8 B e de t ective with e sports cPr 

and e monocle . Ht: wcie no t very credible, s ee ming en 
Dmct eur 1compared with Sexton Bleke or Nelson Lee. 

I hev e t'org o tten most of t he stories wh.ich ,rac ed 
Buzzer's peges, but I do r ecollect en int er est ing series 
of crim e y e rns wh.ic h epperred rrowid No . 26 . Th.is wee 
c el led "~ egue of the Dou~l e Six". The !,e flguo wee e "tl'nd 
of hood ed mon who c l ~e ned up the gengs t ers end cr ooke d 
r f'cket ee re :lf en Lm.eric en city. J.n exciting swift moving 
cr ed i bl e story wee EI\Y" verJ.ic t. 

:,. f'irst-ret e science fiction s c-ri el , "5 0 Ff"thems Down" 
wee in the l e st eigh t issu es . It de•l t with th e adventures 
of sume explorers in e diving b e ll who r oun d th emee lT e s 
atrrnded in l os t ..'.i.tl antis when the cEtbl e connecting them 
t ..;i the surfece brok e . The e nd of Buzzer must heve come 
wiexpectedly, fo r in No.33 e m;yster,y school c.tor,y commenced. 
It co n ce rn ed some h.idden secret ob out th e o ld building in 
which e school simile r t o St.Fr anks w~e housed. I WPS 

reelly enjoying i t end c onsidering th e t it wee th e bes t 
etory 11Buzz ar 11 bed oublished when without Pn::, lff'rning th e 
p eper ceesed public ~t i on e fter th e }6th issu e . Cen e nybody 
tell me why th ie pl'per feiled? 

I r eed "The Pil ot " infrequently in pre -WPr dPye but I 
do rememo er enjoying some of the st cr i ~s. Th e trouble with 
this 4 . P. pe:per wee e f ..:..ndnees for etwits. They wer e Pl'Wfly 

l 
running the t'i ctio us schoolde , s or boyhood of some femous 
celebrity • 

.:.lox J,~es the footb•ller end Leon erd He nry the r e di o 

I 
st e r wer e subjected t o t h.is tre e t ment. Th e most t'emous 
sch oo ld eys of e ll, of course, were the reprint s of Cecil 
Hi,yt e r's "Saxton Bl e ke'e Schooldeys". I vividly r ecrll the 
opening scene in th e first epi s ode v,hen the young Sexton 
Bl<-ko without hesitetion pl unged h.is erm into molt en metel 
b .,c r use h.is sciehtist gurrdil'n hod told him it woo perleo tly 
aofe to do so Ft F cert e in temperFture. 

4- sequel followed defi ling with Bl f'lke' u fldventures on 
th u Indi un f r ontie r wi th th e Bri t ieh .tu:rey. I do not be li cv , 
howev er, th e "Se xt on Bl£1ke rt ~ord" st ories were repr i nted 
in l.he Pilo t . 

.!Jwth (:r f Pmous r ep:int w~e the ti 111 Ht·y Pt Bendo•e r 
Sch oo l series . They v:ere v ery funny e>t th e time ~nd I now 
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' h viir th ;3y ... ,.-er e wri tt e n by ~.;he on e t"nd. only Ch<!'rlee HPmil ton. 1 
Mc,ny of the sch o ol st ories written f or the 11Pil ot 11 hPd 
unusu ~l pl ote. Hedl 0y Scott WPS th n ~uth o r of BCMe of th esE . 
Th C;: h (;:r o WEIS e ither l'n un wFtnted boy sent to P s ch ool f o r ' 
cr i roin l' lS by f' cr ooked guprdi an, v r 11:fr !lmed.11 nd s e.n t t o e 
ref orr.lr t ory by l" n eneritf. 

I . . sno ther strPnge title cPehed in on the !)ODUl erity of' ; 

l 
the T-c.rz en films. "The Schoolboy Cannib .-1 csPrl" de<>lt with ; 

~~;~~ ~~y ,.~!:,,"!h~i~P t~l;~~ · ;1~:";!'!: :;1 : eturru, to j 
Ken M~ynPrd, the cow~oy f'ilm stt>r, wt>e f'eetured in.- · I 

. s e ri e s of · .e s tern st ories which l Pte r reepp 13~r e d in .... iild 

I ~., est ,.., ..:;ckly with which th e Pi l o t WP8 inc orp orPted on its 
deaiee in 19}8. 

I L humor ous c .:irt oon st ory f e etured on the c over t ov1Prds 
the end of the Pi l ot det>lt ~i th thr ee comic cowboy s. Thie 

I wPs els o ce rried on in ,Ud -ieet -:e ekly and ;,ve ntuel ly th e . 

I three cowboys ended up on the beck of' the "Kncck OUt" comio. j 
T• rz rn Pppet>red in P s e r ious c~rtoon in the P il ot's I 

midd l e page s in 1938. "T , rz ~n of' the ~es", "Return of' I 
T r,rz en" , 11T i1e Be flets of T e rz Pn 11 e.11 f o llowed evch othe r es 
~ seri~l picture et ozy. 

The most l~sting cher,cter of the Pilot's lPat yerrs 
wve Crisp e n Buch en, the Vlughj.ng Buc c enee r. ··"fell ~itten, J 
vividly descri ptiv e c r ime Pdv ent ur e st ories withe modern j 
Robin Hood wr~ w~r on th e underworld ~Dd Fnnoying on e 

1 Inspector Bugle of' Scotl ond YPrd - the here- wee so like ; 
Norm,n Conquest th ,t I f'eel inclined t o think th e eu thor 1 

wea E. s. !r ooks. PerhEpe s cmG supp orter of Nelson Lee 
coUld enligh t en me es t o this point? 

... ,h o r 0membe rs " Uodern ~-!ondet''? / Size of th e " Eogle " in 
ful l c olour, it depicted t he ~:;o ndere of Sci e nce. It elso 
c Prr ied two s e ri ~le Pnd one compl e t e st or;r. I ro~d the · 

I first ·six months of' -tM-e p"J)er -which - et,rted - ebout 19}7. TWr 
ser i @ls I r emember. One +Sp bce Mechllle " b,y John :Jc ynon 
t old o f E' trip to biers. It Wf'S ~ eh o rt ened voreion of p ; 

published n ovel "Stowe,we y to JJl'~re 11
• It wee also ch~nged f or 

publictttion in E' 9oys' lllflgflzine. .~ l ove effeir lfVB cut out 
(Ind the heroine beceme E' y outh, Th e other se r illl wps ebout 
the r eturn of' ~ tlentis t o th e surf' ece of' t he ~tlenti c Pnd 
the ~dven tur ee of some T.ngl ish p eople on th e rec over ed lEmd. l 

I I hop o t ~i s Pr t ic l a might stir up some re eder,more 
fPm.ili~r wi th tho ~bove mentioned p~p er s, t o give P fuller 

1 r eco unt of th :se long dee d m!'gt' zin es of yesterye ,:-r. , ~ 


