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v ishing 8ll our readers et home end oversesas

8 Very Heppy Christmass end a Prosperous New Year.

Six Yeers! Once agein we have reeched the end of e volume,
end, e8 is my habit, I look eeck. 1 do so with feelings
just & little mixed for there has been shadow as well es
sunshine. In Februery, kindly Henry Steele peseed on. How
we mise him end his grephic recollections of the Victorien
erse. Then I have not yet forgotten the shock I got when
the news of the desth of my eld comrsde, Reg Hudson, ceme
over the line.

And et the moment I em disconsolste at the thought that
the six yesrs' happy sssociation with our publishers is
drewing towards its close.

Now to the wright side. Terly in the yeer, slmost
all together, ceme those three big events, Greyfriers on
televisinh, the Autobiogrephy of Frank Richerds, end the
1/6d. Tom Merry books . Oh, the controversy #nd excitement
over the first nemed heppenimg caused not only in our
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colums but also those of Fleet Street. As for the Auto-
biography, well, that crested quite & lot of Oliver Twists.

The Tom Merry Books were populer emong the feithful,
but it would seem they were not s paying propesition where
the publishers were concerned.

All the Clubs mede progress, esch without fail heving
ite heppy monthly meeting. Torthy of note wes the visit of
Messrs. C. H. Chepman end Msurice Down to Birminghem.

4s for the C.D., it continued to meke progress. In-
evitebly it lost # few subscribers, but more were geined,
some of whom beceme valusble contributors to its colums.

Now, just s request. Before we sey goed-bye to
Mr. %oed I shall have to pey him his just dues. snd if T
don't get in overdue subs, (end there are = good meny) I
shell be on the spot, particularly in view of thet loss st
“hitsuntide. “ihere the Anmuel is concerned, you heve been
under no obligation to settle =s yet, but if you would ncw
send sleng es soon #s8 possible under the specisl circum—
stences, I shall be greteful.

And now to Volume Seven. Possibly we shell still have
the help of Mr. Wood on the first number, but if it should
be 8 little lete, you will kmow the reeson why .

It's Hear;¥ Reedy. Needless to sey, I meen the Annusl.
At the moment of writing I'm delighted with the progress.
Over 100 pages have been typed, end necrly 88 meny run off
on the duplicetor. I wes checking the Sexton Blseke epic the
other evening, end I could not help thinking whet = fine e
our typist had made of it. There's twenty-nine pecked paged,
end there were only two or three trifling errors in the wholq
of them.

On snother occesion I wes working on the "Who's "Who'
until the eerly hours of the morning,for quite & numker of
| you did not send in your questionmeire forms. Truth to tell,
I shzll give & sigh of relief when I have & compketed copy
before me, but I guess I shell consider #11 the months of
lebour well werth while when I turn over the peges.

Now en eppeel. There's s number of ycu whom I em
counting on who have not yet sent in their orders. TJould
you pleese rush them elong st the eerliest possible moment?

You will get en ides of the trest you ere in for from
enother page.

= A

The 5.P.C, Bill Gemder is receiving snxious enquiries
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bectuse No.48 of his populer little paper hesn't resched
these shores yet. He has ssked me to explein thet the deley
hes been unevoideble, but to essure you thebt it will reech
you eventuelly. Tould seem thet publishing difficulties in
connection with our megsezines ere genersl just now,

===

Strenge, Sed Story. The Rev. Jeck Hughea of Brisbeme,
tustrelia, hos sent me & cutting from the "Brisbene Telegrap1
deted October 25th 1952.. .It concerns our hobby, end is
interesting, remsrksble, end tinged not o little with sednesd.
e ere told:the styry of Jeck McDonald, who ell his 1ife wes
e grest lover cf "Chums!. For yeers he sesrched for copies
ell over the world, emnd at long lest, in 1942, he fceund his
46th end leet vulume. It wes one cf the heppiest deys of
his life, for hfe collection wes his pride end joy. Then,
suddenly, in 1944, he died.

His widow relestes how he rlweys wented his collaction
tc be given to e school. Severel were npprosched, but none
wented them! = Tould you ercdit it? Forty-eizht of those
glorious scérlet—cled volumes pecked with cleen, thrill-
packed stories not wented. Thet in these deys when most
boys! litereture is condemmed even more then in' the deys of
the Victorien "bloods'™.

That £ pity our Brotherhrod of Heppy Hours wes not in
being in 1942 snd we knew not Jack McDoneld. How he would
heve welcomed corrcspondence from breezy Geoff TInckley,
Hercld Griffiths, Pesrd Sutherlend #nd ~thers who sppreciate
the volumes with the scerlet jrckets.

The ‘collection found .its w2y into the secund-hsnd bock-
shop of Mr. V. Reed, of Brisbene, who seid "riddle-rged men
who heve come intc the shop heve been grertly excited st
seeing "Chums" on the shelvgs. They ere buying ccpies for
old times 3eke.". i .

Thet maybe would moke Jeck MoDoneld heppy.

Ycurs sincerely,
i HERBERT LECKENBY . -

<

WANTED: Semples Funny Cuts, Lot o'Fun, Jester. Ycur prices.
E. V. Hughes, 38 Lest Front Roed, Paghem Besch, Nr.Bognor
Regis. i

TLNTEB, MINT CONDITION: Holidey .nrpel 19223 B.F..L. 5573
Megnets 1175 to 1171, 1181 to 1185; Gom 393, Ruw.h.G. Pound |
68 Finnemore Rosd, Birminghem, 9. £,
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THE"BOYS' RE.Li"
CHRISTMLS DOUBLE NUMBER, 1906.

By Herbert Leckeny ‘

it this time of the yeer we usuelly have & look et one j
uf thuse gurgeous Christmes numbers of g bygone dsy. For
this occesiun I heve chusen the Buys' Realm deted Seturday,
December 1st, 1906. How well I remember it! T wes & Yo
printers' spprentice et the time. How impstiently I eweited]
my meegre weges thet Scturdey morning sc thet I could desh
off end wuy my long sweited copy. Tthet s feegt of reeding
when I got it devioured long befure Christmes. True, we boys
of the period did heve one grouse. e used tc sey, "They
ere diddling us. They cen't count — twice sixteen is
thirty-twe, end there's inly twenty-eight peges here." Yes,
the publishers didn't quite dcuble the normel sixteen large
poges.  S5till, there wes plenty tu keep us sbsorbed for deys
#d ch, what ¢ grend twopennorth it would seem to-dey.

4 heedipe gor-ss.the ton ~f +ha fernt page excleims in
lerge type, "5 Grend Seriels end 4 Long Ccmplete Stories."
First of the former which cetches my eye is en instelment of
"Fur Leegue end Cup" by A. B. Herdy. It wes the second
seriel concerning the "Blue Cruseders", snd in my opinion
the finest fuotbell story ever written. If it hed ever
been given the dignity of stiff cuvers it would heve Become
e "clessic", end been reed o8 evidly by men es well es boys.

. Somecne cnce seid to me thet when L. S. Hurdy described
a footbell geme he did 1t se vividly that you cculd elmcst
imegine you were there in the stend or on "Spion Kop" . I
cordiclly sgree. The Henry Ruses of tu-dey cculd not tesch
him snything in thet direction. The footbell stcries by
4 87 Herdy were rlwrys mrde more cherming end neturel becsusk
he introduced, with knowledge, the returl English Leegue
clubs. In this perticuler instelment the Blue Cruseders
pleyed egeinst Sunderlend snd Liverpool, end it is worth
while reproducing the ncmes of the letter teem for meny of
them zre still remembered:

Herdy; Griffiths; Seul; Prrry; Reisbeck: Bredley;
Gedderd: Rebinson: Reybculd; McPherson, snd Cox.

I guess Frenk Cese would like to reed the sccount of
thet thrilling geme.

Lnother seriel wee "His First Term" by Jchn Finnemore.
It wes ¢ fine story of Slenton Scheol, o scheol you will haeen
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something cbout in the Anmuel.

Third seriel wes "Imprisoned for Life" by Henry St.John
That populer writer of the dey wes st his best with thet
type of story.

Fourth ceme "The Airship's Quest" by I, J, Beeston, snd
fifth, “"Tom Tarter in Africe" by <. Hercourt Burrsge. This
wes o reprint from Victorien deys. A mnice veriety of
scrials indeed.

The completes consisted of "Chippity Slim's Pentomime",
e tale of Sigger's Circus, by Henry I. Johnson; "Curly's
Christmes Dinner" by Clement Hele (sctuelly A. S. Herdy)s
"Kit Cameron's Christmas" by Sidney Drew, snd "The Fighting
Panthers* Christmes". one of the srmy "On Gusrd =znd Off"
series, by Beverley fent, o very well written one, tou. He
certeinly knew something sbout ermy life. I heve often
wondered who he wes. "Kit Cemeron's Christmes" hsd the
holly decorsted front page, and the picture by E. L. Briscoe
showed ¢ comic footbell match with the players in fentastic
gerb, including the gosl-keeper as Fether Christmes.

Other populer ertists of the dey who contributed were
Fred Bennett, H. M. Lewis, T. 7. Wolmes, Ferry Lene, snd
"vel".

There were severel erticles end e full psge of chet by
editer Hemilton Edwerds. His replies to "his boys" were
of & veried neature. He sympethised with one who had lost
his mother snd whose fether had trken him from school snd
put him in en office, on # job he disliked. He sdvised
enother how to broeden his chest, snd told 2 third who wes
sure his heed wes getting too big, literelly - not to worry.
"Boys ¢re funny znimrls", commented Homilton Tdwsrds, segely
in connection with this letter youth's worry.

One might have reflected that editors ere gqueer cettle
too when one resd what he seid to snother correspondent who
had asked if there wes ever such # person as Sherlock Holmes
He mede the usurl reply thet Sherlock wea built round the
Scotch surgeon, Dr. Bell, smd then went on to ssy, "The seme
explenetion epplies to thet celebreted detective Sexton
Blske. 8o thet I mey sey, witheut revesling & secret, that
he is £ rerl living personelity. He wes elso et one time
sttached to the Metropoliten Police detective depertment.

He found, however, thet his comnection with ¢ Govermment
institution somewhst hampered him in his méthods, end there-
fore he resigned from the Force, snd is now perheps the
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lezding privete detective in the world, in fect, meny of his
tdventures form the besis of the stories of Sexton Blake :
which ere published not only in the "Boys' Reslm" but weekly
in the "Union Jeck". ,

I'm ¢ modest sort of editor, end I <on't think I shell
ever heve the nerve to kid "my boys" with teles like that.

Nevertheless, Hemilton Edwerds supplied me with meny
heppy hours in the deys of my youth, end next Christmes Dey
my lebours on the "Ammusrl" o'er, I hope to settle down beforg
& cosy fire, resd this Boys' Realm Double Number st my
leisure end try end recezpture the deys when I wes not # very
industrieus spprentice boy.

SANTED:; Humbers 3 end 37 #d. "Gem". “Pluck" St.Jims storied,
10?3 esch offered.

Penny "Plucks" conteining Specs & Co., snd Cookey Scrubs
stories. Also School teles 1906-7-8, 3/- eech offered.

"Diemond Librery" Xettle & Co. stories, 3/- esch offered.

"Boys' Friend 3d. Libreries 5, 29, 46, 53, 55, 59, 69
wented. 10/6 cech offered, besides others. No's 30 s#nd 38,
30/- each offered.

Trented Gems, Megnets, Turpins, Shopperds, etc. No.41,
"Ghost of St.Jims" 1908 wented. Pry 15/6. Meny pepers for
scle. Gems, Mervels etc. Richerd "horwell, 29 Aspinden
Roed, Rotherhithe, London, S.E.16.

FOR SLIE. Nos. 121 to dete (present series) Sexton Bleke LiY,
150 copies £2. Ceptein, Vols 18, 19, 22, 25, 26, 27, 34,
45 - £1. Boys' Friend 4d. No.534, 1/6. Derk Deeds of
0ld London (Brett) 2/6. No.1-9 Gold Hewk Books 5/-.

T. H. Clough, 3 Fonthill Grove, Sele, Menchester.

ZANPED:—1935-50Mrgnetes; Goms e ST0.L'e. Complcts serics
only. Plesge send dcteils to H. Blcom, 22 Clove Roed,
Forest Bste, London, E.7T.

ANTED: All Boys' Friends sndNelson Lees 1915 onwrrds.
Lists to M. Johneon, 164 imesbury Avenua, Streethem m11,
London, S.'i.2 :

LANTED: Schoolboys! Ovms, 249, 226, 219, 211, 206, 170.
L1lso Rookwood Stories before 160. Heve 1924 Holidey Anmuel
in excheange. Gordon Thompson, 53 %iellesey Purk, Belfast,
Horthern Irelend.
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HAMILTONTI LN

Conducted by Herbert Leckenby

Vol.5 of the Boys' Reelm (No.209, June 2nd, 1906 -
No.260, HMey 25th, 1907) conteined seversl complete stories
by Cherles Hemilton, end the stert in ¥o.254 of thet fine
geriesl "King Cricket". Let's heve 2 look at thet.

In No.211 eppeered "Cricket Chums". The school was
Clivedele. 4 leading chsrscter wes Kloumi Lrl,Rajeh of
Rempore. His best chum is Jim Herries. He scems to heve
been o more sccomplished cricketer then the Herries who was
to remein so long et St.Jim's. The first two chepters desl
with & mstch et the school, then with the pessing of yesrs
the scene moves to Indis, Herries srrives on the sceme e£nd
pleys in e match disguised es one Jemset Singh who has been

injured. .
7 No.223 hed & story "Rugby Rivels". It wes just des-
cribed e8 by ¢ Popular ’uthor, but o8 the hero wes Hubert
‘ Locke, & Telbot is mentioned, # metch is pleyed sgeinst
Redclyffe, smd there's trouble et & pub celled "The Green
Men", one feele confident he could nzme the suthor.

In No.225 one finds ""The Housemester's Secret" The
mester is called Temple, the school is St.Hilde's, ond it
has ¢ New House. There's also # Corne.

"Chums of Cerbrooke" sppenred in No.231. Yo familisr
nemes here. But there were in "The Cock House ¢t Cernforth
(No.244), to wit, Owen Redfern, Reggie Lewrence ¢nd Cecil
Cerdew. There wes elso ¢ Russell end Hilton's House. The
geme pleyed wes Rugger which confirms thet C.H. could write
sbout Soccer's rivel.

No.245 hed ¢ etory cslled — "The Bounder™", but the
youth who bore the nickneme wes celled so for e very differ-
ent resson to the one essocisted with the immortel Greyfriers
chorecter. He wes enother Lewrence, s#nd # scholership boy,
but he won the geme for St.Egbert's sgeinst Iyndele end -
1The Bounder! beceme & term of sffection.

#Gsllently “on", snother Rugger yern, cppesred in Wo.24!
and the story in No.250, "The “imning Bo2t" showed thet
Cherles Hemilton wes quite st home when writing ebout the
snnuel 'Versity Rece. Oxford won.

Then in No.254. Lpril 13th, 1907, sterted whet wes
perheps Cherles Hemilton's finest geriel, "King Cricket".
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Lovers of the grest summer geme would revel im it. For
weeks it wes given the front pege, a proof thet the editor
thought highly of it. The hero wes Lrthur Lovell who played
for Losmshire. . Other prominent cherascters were Len Valence
Colonel Hilton and his deughter, Mo. . and Ponsonby, who was
described ss & snobbish cheracter end friend of Lagden.
lovell's bitter enemy.

Just 28 in L. S. Herdy's footbell stories, gsmes with
English Lesgue clubs, so in "King Cricket". Loemshire
played the recognised first-ckess counties. Unfortunetely
I possess only sufficient instelments to cover the gemes
with Lefcestershire end Somerset. Tith the former one finds
mentioned J. H. King, Jsyes, end Odell, end egeinst Somerset
femous players of the dey in Len Breund snd thet elagent
stylist Lionel Pelsiret.

Yes, & grend yarn for cricket lovers, would that I had
the other instelments. 4

L VISIT TO "ROSE-LATN"
By Rogor Jenidns

By 8 strenge coincidence, ebout the ssme time that the
Rev. Pound wes seeing Mr. Hemilton, I wae writing to ek for
en interview myself. This request was most courteocusly
grented, snd on Mondey Octomer 20th I duly set off from
Iondon to Mergete. The atmosphcre of the "Megnet" struck
me £8 soon e8 I saw the Mergete sends elong which Billy
Buntar hed cereered in 1935, dropping sovereigns from nesrby
Portercliff Hell es he went. 2

Mr. Hemilton's den wes just #s I had visurlised it from
the verieus pictures I herd seen, ond the ruthor himself wes
&8 plerssnt and informative es I hed been certein he would 4

/e touched upon many topics, Mr. Hsmilton sgreed thet
his leter plots were more closely constructed then his -
cerlier ones, but he steted thet he never worked out eny plof
in edvence; he just set down et the typewriter end the
stories worked themselves out to their own inevitelle con-
clusions.

I mentioned John Shew's opinion thet his best hundred

-

consecutive stories were in "The'Gém* frow 1921 to 1923, end
my opinion thet they were in "The Megnet" from mid 1933 to
mid 1935. Mr. Hemiltcn oonfessed that detes end figures
were things he never could remember; so I enumersted the
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6
series in esch sequence, and he egreed thet they conteined
gome of his finest work. On the whole, he considered that,
of the stories sbout the two schools in gquestion, the best
were in "The Megnet" from 1926 to 1936. He sgreed that the|
1935 Stecey series (which he hed just re-read) wes his fines
"jagnet" series.

In his capacity as Owen Conguest, ir. Hamilton kindly
sutogrephed s copy of the first Rookwood story for me. The
conversation turmed nsturally to the Hempshire school, end
T enquired whethcr he considered it to be his most polished
creation. He stated that he thought High Coombe gquslified
for this title, 1wt he egreed thst the Rookwood steories
always mainte:ned a coneisfently high stenderd, which the
Areyfriors ond v, im's ones did not. Apart from the
question of the scubstitute writers, there is s grest differ-
waer, gn o' »"y "Gem" or "Magnet" story end e later
one. is not so essy, however, to date 2 Rockwood story .
Tot many of his gorrespcndents, he edded, mentioned Rockwood
but those who did slweys thought highly of it.

I mentioned Cardzw, who is sne of my favourite chersc-
ters, and remarked thet, of lete, he seemed to be growing
rather unplessent. Mr. Hamilton concurred in this, &nd
stated that he hed not noticed this fact himself until he
hed resd some of the Gold Hewk books (efter pubdlication).
He then thought thet Cerdew hed gét e little out of controlj
he had slweye been en unscrupulous cherecter, but now he wag
somewhet crude as well. St.Jim's fsns will be pluased to
know thet in future Cerdew will be his old deboneir self.

“lonzo Todd was the next topic. £nd I begged that he
should be allowed to return in & Bunter boock. Mr. Hamilton
seid that he hud zlresdy received & number of similer
requests, snd he thought he would be sble to menege it,
though it would require # little cere. I suggested that
*Alonzo might be worked into e holidey series, preferebly e
boeting trip down the Themes. uir. Homilton confessed that
he had e grest pertislity himself to writing stories sbout
caravens.

It was inewviteble that Billy Bunter should be di

His eerly ond late escepedes were touched upon snd mutuelly |-

chuckled over. Mr. Hemilton sgreed thet it wes net until
sbout 1927 when, ©8 he put it, Bunter beceme more fetuous
snd less ertful thet he becme a symprthetic chzrecter. He
expleined that every Greyfriers story now published must
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have Bunter's name in the title, but it did nut nccesserily
meen that the story would revolve sround the fet Owl.

"Billy Bunter Butts In", s drematic story sbout Herry “hertoh,
he hed originslly entitled, "Down on his Iuck".

Mr. Hamilton's meny edmirers will e hesrtened to lssrn
that, in spite of the fsct that he is in his late seventies,
he still enjoys remerksbly good heelth, though he suffers
from feiling sight end e "gammy" leg, but he tries to
emulete Jimmy Silver's edvice, to "koep smiling” and to
remember Tom Merry's maxim, "Why Grouse?’ His mind is ses
ective &8 ever, end he is now engsged upun ¢ new trensletien
of Horsce in the ssme metre a8 the originel. Its publice-
tien, he added, would - like Dr. Locke's projected new
edition of Sophocles - probebly csusc & stir in st leest
helf o dozen studies in Oxford.

The genius of Dickens, end meny other topics, we
touched upon until, with s stsrt, I noticed that I hed
alreedy stayed over en hour end & helf esnd, if I wes to
evold e three-hour weit for & trein, I must regretfully
depart. After expressing my gretitude to Mr.Hemiltcn for
his kinduess in ellowing me to visit him, I made & desh for | -
e bus. My luck wes in, end the conductor even went so far
e8 to ourtsil the weit in Cecil Squsre bv 5 minutes in
order that I should be sble to cetch my trein, which I Just
menaged to do. And so ended @ dsy I shell elweys recollect
with the greetest of plersure.

"BILLY BUNT'R'S BEANFEAST" - Ccssell's, 7/6.

Reviewed by Gersld Allison

The new Bunter book by our revered and well-beloved
Frenk Richards made its &ppeersnce on November 20th under
~the -imprint of Cessell & Co. The new publishers of this
series have wisely meintsined the femilier formet end =
eppeerence of the eerlier titles issued by Cherles Skilton.
The binding is improved, however, end the boek will msake e
hendsome eddition to collectors' shelves.

"Billy Bunter's Beenfeest" is the title. */hen ir,
Tilliem Semuel Bunter sent his son Billy eight tickets for
e dey trip to the Continent on the good ship "Flemingo" the
Owl of the Remove et Creyfriers beceme e men whom his form-
metes delighted to horour, .

Skinner & Co. mede much of him, end even Fisher T. Fish]
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stood him & spresd, :nd ¢ good one too. Mershall fid hed
re-ched Greyfrisrs st lerstl But lMfr. Quelch insisted thet
Herry Thorton should be in cherge of the party, snd so,
#long with the Femous Five, Bunter invited Vernon-Smith snd
Redwing, for & certein rerson.

The fect wea that the Bounder hed plenned to heve #
flutter in the cesino et Le Chrlet, snd Bunter intended to
be £ Yrorty dog" too!l

How the plcn worked cut you must resd for .yourself.
Suffice it to sey that the story is the most drematic end
"powerful" one which we heve had from Frenk Richerds since
he begen this serles of Bunter beoks five yerrs mgo. There
is plenty of fun #nd ferce — Coker & Co. slso go zlohg! —
but the hero of the story is Tom Redwing. ‘'vhet & friend he
proves to Herbert Vernmon-Smith.

Good 0ld Reddy. I elweys knew you were e grend fellow,
but you never showed up in ¢ finer light then in this tele.

Ind believe me, one could slmost imegine our euthor to
be intimstely ecqurinted with the Halls of Chencetl His
locel colour, snd descriptions of the pley and players in
the cesino et Le Chelet—rux-Bois, sre most reslistic end
convincing! Strenge, isn't it?

Sarzzzzsan

POTTED PERSONALITIES
No. 1. Jerrold Lumley-Lumley.

Lumley-Lumley errived et St.Jim's in the summer of 1510
in ¢ story entitled "/, Renk Outsider', In some weys, he wes
not unliks Vernon-Smith, the Bounder of Greyfrisrs, —he wes
tlreedy pleying his pert on the Megnet stege.

Lemley-Lumley hed spent £ grert deel of his boyhood in
the Stetes. His fether wrs ¢ millioneire, very much of the
srme prttern &8 Mr. Vernon-Smith #t thet time.

In "L Renk Outsider™, the millioneire enquires the fees
ot St.Jim's, end is informed "Thirty guiness pur term, with
no extres". Those fees would be liughsble to-dey.

IMr. Lumley-Lumley psid three years fees in advence, and
received e written statement from Dr.Holmes to the effect
that Jerrold should remsin at the school for that period.

L4s & result of this document, Lumley-Lumley was immune from
expulsion. It wes a plot thet took & good desl of swsllow-
ing, even though, @8 ilertin Clifford assured us, "the Hesd
wes no business men". - 5
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111 the seme, Lumley-Iumley wes en interesting charsc-
ter. He sppecred in meny excellent stories in the Gem in
the few months following his initiel eppeersnce. Fer too
wicked to be e reelly believeble led, he had much goodness
in him which sometimes ceme to the fore. “/e sew him re—
forming, to some extent, under the influence of Cousin Ethel‘

In October 1910 was published one of the most remerk-
sble stories ever to sppeer in the Gem. Entitled "4 Shedow
in the School", it told of the sudden deeth of Lumley-Lumleyl.
He hed been knocked down by e cer, while performing &
gellent rescue, and he ley in the School genatorium. Tom
Werry stood by his bed, with teers running down his cheeks.

"] - I -~ I'm sorry," seid Lumley low end feint. "Sorry
for whet I've done emiss, Tom. I'm sorry. I've been &
wester snd & wenderer sll my time, — now,— I'm going hom=+"

-nd within the sick chember, with closed blind end
lowered light, ley what hed been Jerrold Lumley - the
Outesider of St.Jim's,- now

" thing
Oter which the reven fleps his funerel wings.'"

So, with those sentiments which seemed to be so very
besutiful coming from the immeture lips of & boy of fifteen,
we thought we hed seid ferewell to Lumley-Lumley. For the
use thzt sertin Clifford mede of him efterwerds, he might
a8 well heve left it et thet. 5

But, in the next story, "Tne New Boy's Secret", Levison
errived on the scene, snd, lo snd behold, he knew the peculit
srities of Lumley. Levison went into the veults, where the
body hed been placed, end ceme forth with Lumley, restored
to heelth snd strength. The millioneire's son hed ween
only in & trence. Thet nlot took some getting down, but
we were glad to heve Lumley back.

In 1911 ceme the best of £1l the Lumley-Iumley teles,-
those in which he struck up s friendship with Grimes, the
grocer's boy. This would seem to heve offered grest scope
for charecter work, but sfter o few delightful stories, the
theme wes dropped.

It wes the last time thet Lumley eppesred with eny
prominence, though he hes elweys remeined et St.Jim's.

‘One of the mysteries of the Gem,- #nd there were meny,—
wes why lertin Clifford neglected # tip-top cherecter like
Lumley, end repleced him with such people es Trimble end
Grundy, who were irriteting copies of Bunter end Coker.

s
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No.2. Koumi Rao.

Koumi Reo, the Jem of Bundelpore, srrived et St.Jim's
in the summer of 1913, in a fine story entitled, "i\ Disgrece
to the House".

He wes quite unlike the Nebob of Bhanipur. T/ith e
erual snd domineering nature, end en over-developed view of
his own importence, he soon found himeelf in trouble im the
New House, where he hed been plerced.

Tthen he wented to play footbell for the Junior Eleven,
he tried to secure & plece in the teem by bribing Tom Merry.
The Junior Ceptein, refusing indignently, found himself
1ended with & bitter snd impleceble enemy.

e time went on, chiefly owing to the influence of
Figegins, who sbsolutely would not teke the Jem seriously,
Koumi Reo greduslly beceme & better fellow.

In "By Whose Hond?" — one of the finest stories ever to
appeer et eny time in the Gem or the Megnet,- Koumi Reo was
ylemed for brutelly striking down Crooke, with whom he hed
one of his fregquent feuds. Bernard Glyn invented some
splendid firework set-pieces, one of which wes to ennounce
to the onlookers thet "KOUMI RO IS A R

It wes, however, discovered thet Gore wes the culprit,
snd Gussy, assisting Glyn to correct the words in the set-
‘piece, ceused the emended emnouncement to reed "THE NEJ HOUSE
IS .. ROTTER".

Kou,1l Reo remesined on the St.Jim's stsge, but he never
egein plcyed the leed in o story, - by the genuine Mertin
clifford, et any rete. “Thy the suthor neglceted this fine
cherecter for so meny yesrs is something thet only he cen
tell us. It is snother of the Gem's mysteries.

CECI]L PONSONBY OF HIGHCLIFFE SCOOL :
By " .0.G. Lofts.

Of all the charecters that Cherles Humilton hes crested
surely Cecil Ponsonby, or "Pon" as he ie "effectionetely”
celled, wes the worst type of cheracter thet one could
imegine for & boy.

He is totelly unscrupulous, & cowerd, funk, lier, chert
bleckguerd, snesk, snob, bully, gembler, thief, and is even
without effection towerds hie own reletivesl In fact, he
is rotten right to the core. 3

In £1l1 his encounters with Herry “harton end Co. "Pon",
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of course, h.s ulweys come off worst in the end. The good
hidings, black eyes, demeged noses, ete. thot he has hed
from verious sources ere precticelly uncounteble. He 18
fortunate in heving se e mester Mr. Hobson, ¢ snob like him-
self, who likes to fewn on "Pon" beceuse he hes titled
reletions. But even "Mobby" got e shock. Once, When "pon"
burnt his rare collection of stemps ¢nd tried to put the
bleme on somebody else, only to be found out in the end
through Bunter using his breins for omce. :

Even the girls of Cliff House school ere not free from
Pon's melicious temper, Look how he left them strended on
Potter's Islend, when cutting the rope of their boct, end
setting it edrift. Bob Cherry unfortunstely got the bleme
for this episode.

One would think thet "Pon" hed some respect for his ovm
kin, yet when Herry 'herton rescued Pon's uncle, Colonel
Ponsonby, from drovning, Pon, insterd of showing some sort
of gretitude, geve "Herry merton ¢ bleck lock, snd wes too
pitter end deep with rege for speech." (S.0.L. 379). Here
js whet £ crooked butler hsd to sey sbout Pon in s.0.L.382.
nyester Ponsonby is e8 thorough-going o young blackguera @s.
heve ever seen. How he hes esceped being expelled from his
school, snd even sent to choky {prison) I cennot meke out.
He must be very wery, he is reckless, unscrupulous, ruthless
end utterly insolent. He terkes o plersure in displeying hid
insolence to persons who ere not in o position to enswer him
beck."

rhilet other "bed hets" such rs H.Vernon-Smith, Loder,
ete. heve their good points, end limits, "Pon" hes mo good
points end no limits! But, derr Pon, wherever you £re NOW
whether it be Bertmoor, or even worse then thet, I em gquite
sure thrt you heve put some excitement in Greyfriers School
whenever you have eppeered, .&lthough you rre such en out-endd
out rotter. e

BLONET TITLS (Contd.)

“SY denotes Substitute. No0.1101, The Bootlegger's Revenge.

i1

1102, The Film Ster's Feud. 1103, The Schoolboy Sheik.
1104, Herry “harton's Peril. 1105, 4 Film Ster's Vengesrnce.
1106, All Through Bunter. 1107, Farewell to the Films.
1108 (S), The Mesked Terror. 1109 (S) Billy Bunter!s Blunder
1110, The Shylock of Greyfriers, 1111, The prefect's Plot.
1112, Prefects et Ter. 1113, Out of Bounds. 1114, The Bleck
Sheep of the Sixth. 1115, b Lesson for Loder, :
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OLD_BOYS' BOOK__CLUB

LONDON SECTION

From sustrelias to Esst Dulwich is e far cry, but to Don
vicks the long distsnce did not deter the warm welcome that
he obtsined from the members £t cheirmen Len's meeting et
Hume House on Sundsy November 16th. - It wes e fully repre-
sentative gethering which included Norton end Mrs. Price
from Mergete. Len opened with remsrks sbout the esteemed
visitor snd then wished both he snd Rey Hopkins, who is
returning to Seettle, "/eshington, U.S.A., God speed and
heopy memories of the pleesent time spent with the "Old Boysf
He expressed the wish of £11 those present thet we hope to
all meet sgein in the future. After this the usuel forme—
lities were quickly deelt with. Then the veried rrogramme
wes indulged in. Four competition gquiz' were held, one wrs
thet ane thet G. Bromley, £ nostel member of Leicester, hed
gent. After this I reed two chenters, one from "Gem" No.
1336 end one from "Megnet" No.601 that are slmost identicel,
word for word, that the letier member had s2lso sent. Roger
Jenkins, fresh from his visit to the orresident, then read e
few very emusing cherecters from "Megnet" No.640, "Bunter th
Benkrupt". Ti. Lofts of Beker Street then geve us a few
deteile sbout John Hunter, Sexton Blake euthor. .11 these
items were greatly enjoyed by sll end the thenks of those
present were efforded to £11 who had contributed to the
guccess of the gethering. Christmes meeting st "Cherry
Plece" on Sundsy December 218t to which e£ll members ere
heertily invited. )

I UNCLE BINJLMIN.

NORTHERN SECTION MEET! , Leeda, November 8th, 1952.

Secretery Normen Smith ennounced thet ¢ goodly commany
wes likely et the Christmss Perty on December 13th, starting
et 4 o'clock. It's evidently going to be # reel lively do
#ith e progrsmme meinly commiled by the ingenious Gerry
| Al1ison. “Tould #ll members nleese-note that the Jamuary
meeting will be held on the lgr%g., owing to the room not
being sveilable on the ususl Se .

J. Breeze Bentley geve his long aweited tolk on "Levisof
st Greyfriers", ond wes in fine form. The wey he brought
out the dislogue wes @ sheer delight. 4 bresk hed to be
mede for refreshments, but the listeners settled dovm CoCgerly
immediately efterwsrds for the remeinder of the story..
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Followed s quiz #bly comriled by Horepce Twinhem. For
once Hemiltonicns hedn't it €11 their own wesy. All the seme
Gerry 4sllison end Stenley Enight tied for first place.

Lt the Jenuary meeting Herry Stebles will give his telk
on the once famous cherecters, Frenk Reade snd Jeck Wright.
of the fldine Invention Librery. .11 those who heusrd his
nrevious telk will know they ere in for & trest.

H. LECKENBY,
Northern Section Corresnondentl.
MIDLLD SECTION MEETING, October 27th.

The writer hes -to re-ort the first pert of this meeting
by hcersey as he could not errive until nesrly 8.30. By this
time the fun wes fest end furious os ¢ geme of "Consequénces"
(on Greyfriars lines), hed resched the finel stege, £nd much
leughter wes crused es the concoctions were resd out. This
well kmown Christmes gome wee o novelty suggested by our
Cheirmen; end proved & cheerful snd light-hesrted veristion
from the normel, (end more formel!), items on the sgendr.

Before this geme, the meeting hed. been opened by our
Cheirmen, who hed referred smongst other things, to & letter
received from Mr. C. H, Chepmen of Reeding., The minutes hed
then been most e£bly reed by the lady member of the Club com-
mittee, (Miss C. Scott).

Following "Consequences" ceme o Quiz: end wlmt a Qulzl
Prepsred by Miss Russell, it consisted of 15 difficult ques—
tions covering the very wide field of the three "Hemilton'
schools end slso St.Frenks, end other sundry metters. I'm
ofreid thet most of us were comletely floored by most of
the guestions. To question one, "/het is the telephone
number of Greyfriers School?", the writer could only suggest
"Lenthem something" which wes c<ntirely wrong. Nevertheless,
three gentlemen, (Messrs. Clack, Gregory £nd Ingrem) tied for
first nlece, end nobly teckled the second heat of eight more
questions.  Heerty congretulstions to Mr.Jsck Ingrem, our
esteemed Yiolverhampton member, who proved the winner eventu-
elly. Our heerty thenks too to our Credley members who cer-
teinly preduce some splendid quizzes. Incidentelly, this is
the first of a series of three, end we enticipete the r¢—
meinder with the greetest of interest (end trepidation!)

By now the evening wes (eles!) well spent, but refresh—
ments were very welcome to cool our fevered brows end
tortured broins.
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Thererfter enother librery session, snd en informel
chet rounded off yet snother rleessent evening of the
brotherhood of heppy hours.
MERSEYSIDE SECTION. 9th November, 1952.

The meeting opened et T7.30 n.m. to the largest stten-
dence yet. It wes most gretifying to see the club-room
choc-#-block with »eople, #nd most enéoursging to the regulers.
The chairmen extended & hesrty welcome to all the new memhari.
some of whom hed trevelled quite considersble distences, snd
gincerely hoped they would not be diseppointed at the result
of their jourmeys. The secretery heving reed the mimutes,
and finsnciel report, Jim T/elsh took the opportunity to pesy
a tribute to the work of the officers, who had, he ssid, dong
so much to meke the club o success.

The cheirmsn then geve & lengthy telk on section metters
snd geve the naw members sll the “gen"; he snswered the meny]
queries to their setisfection. Then ceme refreshments,asfter
which the meeting wes fully occupied in informel discussion;
there was no time for quizzes — 2ll fun end no gemeal The
talkfulness wes terrific, snd the time pessed all too gquickly.
Then ceme the librery business, and the dianlsy teble soon
hed the appesrance of & tuck hemper sfter & visit from
Billy Bunter.

The next neeting (on Sundey, Dec. 4th) will feeture o
discussion on the Cherles Hemilton-George Orwell effair; e
provocative subject, this. The meeting closed et 10.30 n.m.s
we olmost had to queue to get out!

F. CAS., Secretary.
Attendsnce: 4ll the regulars, end new members Messrs.Jones,
T/indsor, Unwin, Chillingworth, Hesle, Crilley, Pregnell,
Bertlett, Switzer, Begley, "lynesa, Leffey, Pritcherd,
Coldwell, end Miss Cleire Alty. (Totsl 22).

S.IE: 8 Bound vols. B.O,P. mint condition, 1880-81, 1882-83,
1886-87, 1894-95, 1895-96, 1902-3, 1903-4, 1904-5. 8/6 eech,
or 60/— the lot. 100 loose 14. issues B.O.P. 2d. esch.

17 monthly issues, 1916-19. 6d. esch, or 20/- the leost.

10 copies "Fun Almenec" pre-1900, 1/6 lot.

Swen, 3 Fifth ivenue, Peddington, "7.10.
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THE COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL 1952

Price 10/6
BILL OF FARE
-Batisfyingl Aopetisingt A Bunter Christmes Mesl!
KINGS OF CRIME -

(The Sexton Bleke Epic)
THE AMAZING CAREER OF BILLY BUNTER
THE ST. FRANK'S SAGA
LEVISON AT GREYFRIARS. PSEUDOHYMS.
THE RO/MINGS OF THE RIO KID
CURIOSITIES IN MAGNET TITLES
THE VERE OTHER SCHOOLS
ST.ND 4ND DELIVER
L. 8. HLRDY - SPORTS STORY WRITER
SINGIE TO HAPPINESS
DETCTIVES IN BOYS' WEEKLIES 55
THE COLLECTORS HO'S "HO

HAVE YOU OHDERED YOUR COPY YET? DON'T GO HUNGRY.
TOMORRO MAY BE TOO I.TE.

FOR S_.IE: Magnets Nos. 1122, 1123, 1436. 1453, 1454,
1460, 1462, 1479, 1590, 1507, 1508, 1509, 1510, 1557, 1559,
1600, 1609, 1635, 1636, 1637, 1639, 1642, Gems Nos.
1565 end 1583. R. 0'Shee, B Eve Rord, Eeytonestone,
London, E.ll. "

LAST MINUTE NEUS °

 innuel pll'act-ically complated. Is pecked from
cover to cover, end hes eight more peges them lest yeer}
Heve you forgotten to order your copy? Make heste if
you have,
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NELSON__LEE__COLUMN
411 commmicatiens to Robert Blythe,
46, Carleton Roed, Hollowsy, London, N.7.

Two more old timers come forward this month with erticlds
on different facets of the 01d Peper. First comes Mr. God-
save of london, with some viewse on E.S.B. a8 2 deseriptive
writeras— 3

One of Edwy Searles Brooks'greatest gifts as e writer
of schoolboy and detective edventure ptories seems to me to
be thet deteil in his characters snd descriptions. Most of
his charscters in the old series of the N.L.L. have &
seriousness which is lacking in the writings of others. Sir
Montie Tregellis-Test has & keen brain with thst gift, or
otherwise, of being fer-seeing. One similar to Tregellis—
r/jest is Reggie Pitt, slthough it is impossible to confuse the
two. Hendforth is one en his own, being e queer mixture
which one now end agein comes u: sgeinst in resl life.

Although descriptions of scenery are considered padding,
I personally find them well worth reading, for there sre some
wonderful descriptions such as thet of Bellton ood in which
quite & considersble part of the Clement Hesth — Handforth's
wrother—in-law — series is depicted. Then again in the
Reggie Pitt series there is & good descri;tion of Roulette
slaying together with the rules which is not included in the
smell Roulette sets which can be purchesed in the shons. I
cen well believe that it is not in the interest of schoolwoys
to be too closely scquainted with the finer woints of gambling,
but it is refreshing to bw sble to resad the series with a T
perhaps greater knowledge of Roulette then when one sterted.

In the berring—out series Brooks is careful to see that
either there is & good stock of food snd thet water is availd
gble, or, es in the Mr. Mertin series, the kitchens end store-
rooms being occupied by the juniors in "The Siege of the
est TWing."

Both Brooks end Hamilton cen describe with wonderful
effect the topogrephy of foreign countries, slthough I think
Brooks sgein goes into grester detsil which helps the reader
to get e clesrer nicture in his or her mind's cye of the
locelity.

Ne#t we have Ron Burrows of Leeds. Ron is reelly ateepeF
in St.Frenk's lorc, You will remember he gnswered ell the
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questlons in the two quizzes I geve some time 6go. In eddi-
tion he end I have had quite ¢ bit of correspondence over t
the mep I drew recently, snd by the sccuracy of his informe—
tion forced me to concede that Shingle Head was west of
Carstowe instead of east es I hed it.
Anywey, here is Ron with some more topogrephicel deteild.
THE POSITION OF ST. FRANK'S

Doubtless meny reeders of the Nelson Lee Librery esk
Wheresbouts in Sussex St.Frenk's wes situsted, Yiell, so havg
I, end now I think thet I have resched s solution to the
problem. ..

Disregerding such places as Carstowe, Bellton, Benning-—
ton &nd so on, the St.Frenk's country is broedly described
(vhen seen from the sea) ss having on the left the high chsly
cliffs of Shingle Hecd; in the centre the River Stowe; on
the right shingle end mershes; and the downms behind Shingle
Head.

Up to 1920 St.Frank's is ssid to be in Eest Sussex. The
best sccount is given in No.237, and sietes that & sef—coast
cestle in Kent "precticelly on the Sussex border" is roughly
thirty miles from St.Frank's. Now by reference to e map
it will be found thet Beechy Heed is some thirty to thirty-
five miles from the Kent border. Furthermore, &8 seen from
the sea, the Beachy Heed sree is very similar to the Shingle
Heed eree — high chelk cliffs on the left; the shingle of
the Crumbles, end Pevensey Mersh on the right; and downs
behind Beachy Heed. The only thing missing is the river.
No other lengths of the cosst of Sussex fits E.S.B's descripy -
tion so well #a this eree sround Beschy Heed.

So fer, so good; now comes the awkwerd part.

From 1920 onwerds E.S.B. trensferred the scene of the
stories from Eest Sussex, describing them now es being in
the extreme west of Sussex, in the eres centreing on Selsey
Bili, the only other heedland of eny considereble size in
Sussex. This sree, however, does not even spproximete to
the description required. Selsey Bill itself is composed
of low eerth cliffs some six to ten feet high; on the right
is flat coest neither shingly nor mershy; no river; no
dovns. Nor ere there eny chelk cliffs =t sll in this sree.

“+whet E.S.B. epperrs to hsve done in 1920 wee to trensfer|
the originel shingle-Benchy Head eres to iest Sussex,placing
Beechy Heed itself in the position sctuelly oceupied by Se.lse{r
Bill, end fitting in the other country sccordingly. In this
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position St.Frenk's remeined till the end.

Thorefore, I consider thet to understand E.S.B's con-
ception of the St.Frenk's district it is necesssry to teke
the sree sround Beechy Hesd for several miles and trensfer
it to the extreme west of Sussex.

And now, efter four yesrs (1) we finslly come to the
lest titles of sll.
2nd N.S. No. 142, the Pletesu of Peril; 143, The Lend of
the Lost; 144, The Scerlet Deeth; 145, The Cevern of Doom;
146, The Claws of the Hewk; 147, Desert Foes (not by E.S.B.)
148, The King Comes Beck (Not by E.S.B.) 149, The Tressure
of Hunger Desert (Not by E.S.B.) 150, The Most House Mystery
(E.  S. Brooks), 151, The Hidden Peril (E.S.B.); 152, Archie'p
Christmes Perty (E.S.B.); 153, The Heunted House (E.S.B.);
154, Nerki the Sorcerer (E.S.B.); 155, Secret Service (Not
by E.S.B.); 156, The Mystery of the Gold Ship (Not by E.S.B.
157, The Fellowship of Fesr (E.S.B.); 158, St.Frank's in
peril (E.S.B.)s 159, The Fighting Sixth (E.S.B.); 160, The
Sicge of St.Frenk's (E.S.B.); 161, The Cestle of Doom (E.S.B})

jrd New Series
No.l, Nipper — New Boy (Reprint 0.5.112); 2, Xidnepped
(Reprint 0.S. 114); 3, Tried by his Form (Reprint 0.5.116);
4, Nipper's Triumph (Reprint 0.S. 118); 5, The Housemaster'gd|
Peril (Reprint 0.S. 120); 6, The House of Mystery (Reprint
0.S. 122); 7, Rivels of St.Franks (Reprint 0.5.125);
8, Under Arrest (Reprint 0.5.126); 9, The Mystcry Hester
(Reprint 0.5.148); 10, The Tyrent of St.Frenk's (Reprint
0.S. 149)s 11, The Revolt of the Remove (Reorint 0.S.150);
12, The St.Frenks Berring-out (Reprint 0.S. 151); 13, No
Surrender (Reprint B§¢5.152); 14, The Rebel Fortress (Reprint
0.S. 153); 15, Tricked by the Tyrsnt (Reprint 0.S.154);
16, The Secret Seven (Reprint 0.5.155); 17, Good-bye to the
Tyrent (Reprint 0.5.156); 18, The Fsll of the Tyrent
(Reprint 0.5. 157)3 19, In the Shedow of Expulsion (Reprint
1st N.S. 8); 20, The Castle of Feer (Originel E.S.B.)
21, The Brotherhood of the Breve (Orig. E.S.B.); 22, eldo,
the Geng Buster (orig. E.S.B.); 23, Chine Bound (Reprinted
from 1lst N.S. 12}; 24, The Prisoners of the Dregon (Reprinted
from 1lst N.S. 13); 25, The St.Frenk's Pugitives (Raprinted
from ¥st K.S. 14). .

;. few comments on these, rnd we hnve finished.
2nd V.S. 142-155 contein o serisl entitled "Cock of the “ielky .
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This is & reprint of 1st N.S. No's 21-25.

The suthorship of 2nd N.S. 142-146 is doubtfutial though
E.S.B's name is mentioned on # few of the storiea. I wonder
if eny of you heve reed e story by Dennis T/hestley celled
wUncherted Sees"? If so I wonder if you too were struck by
the similerity of the plots. I won't sey more then this,
except that Wheetley, to quote '""ho's Tho", sterted writing
in 1932 end his first novel wes published in 1933. The ¥,L.
story is deted 1932.

2nd N... Nos. 147-149, 155, 156, I strongly suspect werd
by Mexwell Scott, elthough I have no proof, but in view of
the fact that certein of the stories listed two monthe sgo
were by Scott, leeds me to think thet he wes the suthor.
Incidentelly it wes e great svrprise to me to reelise that
Scott hed written them for, like most people, I hed thought
thet, apert from gne or two very esrly 0.S. stories, nothing
¢lse except the serfrls "The Silver Dwerf" end "The llissing
Heir" in the middle of the 0.3. Series end the reprints in
2nd N.S. 112-116 ever zppesreéd. This is of perticulsr intery
o8t to those of you who #re keen on hir stories. For one
thing, they-ére e.lot eesler to come by. I heven't spece
this time, but next month 1'1l give more deteils.

FOR SALE
"S.4,BE, Enguiries

Magnets o — & Gems .. _— . .o

5.0.L's O ~,F.L's o e ves

§.8.L's .. S5 . Plucks. - S

Nelson lees, i ve 01d Series only.. .

Marvels - i oie Comics. . s i

Union Jacks, o5 T Holiday Annuals.,. _—
Collectors Digest Annuals

*%*

BILL MARTIN
9% Hillside % Stonebridge Park

IONDON, N.W.10
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Edited by H. M. Bond,

10 Erw "ien, Rhiwbine, Cardiff.

The Christmes Round Teble.

This month precticelly #11 Sexton Bleke fens will be
sitting eround the imaginery round teble. Christmes time
has e2lweys been & period when the great detective hes seemed
to teke on 2 new end more importsnt role in our litersry
interests. Ever since the deys of the grend Gwyn Evens
Christmes stories I heve looked forwerd to e Christmes eftery
noon by the fireside resding one of the new, or one of the
o0ld, Bleke stories. To-dey, we sre not lucky enough to heave
new Christmss stories from Gwyn, indeed for meny yerrs we
heven't even hed scrsonable stories from eny of the suthors,
but we cen, end do, turn beck the peges of the Blske story
end relive those thrilling old days when the dear old UNION
JACK beceme a fet twopenmyworth, when crooks snd detective
often ceme together and the spirit of Yuletide reigned
supreme for £ short but very enjoyeble period.

T would like to think thet ell rerders of the Blekieme
gsection of the C.D. hed en enjoyrble Blake Christmes. I hopsg
£11 those old stories will be re-reed snd re-reed. Lnd most
of £11 I would like to think thet when you sit dowm to your
Christmas dinner you recell the grend scene so well portreyeg
by Eric R. Perker. The scene in the dining-room 2t Beker
Street when Mra. Berdell brings in the Turkey. Tvery
December I write sbout that scene. To me it is wonderful
to think that e fictional cherscter like Blake could hsve
etteined such popularity to werrant the interest in such
sessoneble goings on et the femous old house. Anywey, long
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live the Blake Christmas snd mesy I express ¢ hope thet you
wll heve ¢ very enjoyeble holidey. A very Merry Christmes
end Heppy New Yeer to you smll.

H. M. BOND.
The November Sexton Bluke Libraries.

No.275: "Celling “hitehsll 1212", by Hugh Clevely.
No.276: "The Cese of the Bogus Berom", by Uielter Tyrer.

Reviewed by Gereld illison.

A very heerty welcome to » new Bloke suthor, snd one
who is in the top clfas too. Dver since I reed "Hell to
Pey" in 1937, I heve never missed » book by Hugh Clevely.
Such thrilling yerns es "Desth's Counterfeit", end "Three
r,00d Overcoats" etill remein in my memory, elthough it ie
twelve ycers since I rerd them, So when I sew the nome
Hugh Clevely slong with ¢ fine cover picture by Eric R.
perkcr on Sexton Bleke Librery No.275, I knew I wes in for
e good time. .

whet & setisfection it is to reed e reslly competent
Blzke yerm. I meen a tple without the fetuous situstions,
the impossible coincidmnces, the imbecile dislogue which
hes become so femiliar to us, slesl To reed e story with
e logicel plot, end believedle sction is e resl treet these
deys. TWell, "Celling Whitehell 1212" is just such & story.
A1l the charescters ere credible, end the psce is meinteined
throughout . :

And whet of Clevely's Blake? It is elweys most
interesting to see whet e new hend will meke of the ever
femiliar, end yet ever intriguing Beker Street detective.
Well, despite ¢ slight mistiness in outline, Blake wre
Bleke, €ll right. Shrewd, decisive, end with e nice sense
| of humour. 4nd even when the heroine mistook him for e
.rece-horse (!), Sexton Blake retsined hie celm sevoir
feire. And I liked the wey he drove his cer right into
the group of villeins on pege 63. A very good tele indeed,
end, by the wey, there wes no mention of Certer. Insteed
we hed en excellent Tinker.

“elter Tyrer ususlly provides us with ¢ good terle, end
"The Cese 6f the Bogus Beron", S.B.L. 276, is no exception.
The episode in Berlin is especi:lly well done, #nd one gets
e reelly vivid impression of whet en uneesy end dengerous
thing life must be todesy in thet umheppy city. But Sexton
Bleke oven knows how to deel with the Russisn menscel

ot e O e e




382-

The story skips zbout ¢ bit, smd I could hordly believe
thet Bleke's client, Lirjor Bruce Hermen, would hrve been
quite so rerdy to forgive Elsie Lene when she hed been robbing
him blind for so long.

Perhcps we might hove been given » little more of Blrke
#nd Tinker, who kept being first on the cese, snd then off
it, although through no feult of theirs.

The glimpses we got of them were very srtisfrctory
though, smd I #m glrd to see that Blrke still keeps up his
scientific work in his leboretory #t the tov of the house.
and by the wey. Thy cin't we hsve the number of the house?
Lfter &ll, Conen Doyle did tell us thet Holmes lived rt
No.221b, #nd it is high time we knew ~here to look for
Chez Berdell.

s===m==s

BL.KE'S BROTHYR
By 7illirm Colcombe.

The story of Sexton Blrke's brother Nigel, the theft of
Blcke's "Menusl of Crime" end the perfect vicklock were told
in four issues of the Detective "/eekly, the first two numbers ,
the fourth, #nd the thirteenth. The suthor wrs Lewis
Jeckson, of Keatrel feme.

0ld Berkeley Blecke hed two sons, Sexton rnd Nigel, snd
it wes his dreem thet both should follow in his footsteps end
emblezen their nemes on # brrss plate in Herley Street, where
he hed # flourishing prectice. His dresm never crme true,
Sexton Bleke it's true becsme quelified, but unable to resist
the urge thet wes to meke him the greetest detective of his
time. Nigel set for his M.D., friled rnd turned wester.

For yesrs he remsined ¢ thorn in the flesh of his brother,
until ¢ yeer or so before the first "iorld “er he persusded
Migel to go sbroad. Nigel Blrke settled in the Cererocons
#nd merried # widow, Cleire Peterson; she grve birth to ¢
son, Grrry, Sexton Blcke's nephew. Nigel Blerke then ceught
spotted fever, end it left him » chenged men, he took to drinlk
tnd beceme subject to wild outbursts of temper. After two
yeers his wife left him #nd returned to Tnglend, bringing her
son with her. For over twenty yesrs Nivel wes missing, =nd
wes essumed deed. But he wosn't, he had delibersrtely dis—
eppeered, end when his wife sccidentelly meets him in London
efter &1l those yerrs, Sexton Bleke persurdes her thet she

is mistrken.
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-hed joined the police end Been uppointed to the steff of the

For Blake hed discovered thet his brother had turned
crook, in helping his nephew with ¢ cese of forgery,(Gerry

C.I.D.), Sexton Blake trzced the forgeries to s certein

Dr. Brown, who hed sterted up ¢ queck preotice in Limehouse.
He had elrerdy hended ell the perticulers to Gerry when he
found that the forger wee his own brother end Gerry's
fether. He decided to protect Nigel from errest. He went
to Limeh end ged to get him sway to Beker Street.
Rigel broke down end begs his brother not to etrsy him to
the police. In doing so, Sexton Bleke jeoperdised his
reletions with Scotlend Ysrd.

48 & rewerd for his brother's help, Nigel robs his
brother of his "Mesnuel of Crime", # book in which Sexton
Bleke exemines in detail the metheds of 211 the cleverest
criminels. Tith the book were drewings of en rpperetus
Bleke cells the "Perfect Picklock", which will opem eny lock
with comperstive ersa.

4t first Blcke concerls his burdenfrom Tinker, but aftef
the led hed seved him from being cherged with being concerned
in & robbery committed by Nigel, he confides his troubles to
his feithful essistent snd they stend shoulder to shoulder
to overcome the threet to Sexton Blske's good neme.

Sexton Blske consults an old friemd of his, Bir Richerd
Sarole, mentel specialist of Harley Street, who decides that
Nigel is not completely sene end the only wey out for Blske
ie to hrve his brother privetely certified end kept under
restreint.

It doesn't teke long for Nigel to take full adventege
of Wwoth Mrnuel end Picklock, rnd he commits robberies to the
velue of over helf e million pounds.

4n edded complication is the fact thet Nigel's wife
intends to merry egein, unawere thot her husbend is still
alive,

Nigel entices his son to ¢ flat where he hed ween living,
#nd revesls his story; he now seems to hrve recovered his
senity, but when Gerry threstens to hend him over to the
police he dopes him, S

'Nigel, now thoroughly frightened, gets in touch with his
wife :nd psks her to hide him. She-gets in touch with
Sexton Bdrke tnd he leys £n embush-for his brother, he cetchet
him emd et leat is cble to plece him under the expert cere
of Dr. Sereéla.
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-nd whét of the huge fortune in jewels that Nigel hed
looted. He hed ceched them in » flat in St.John's Tiood, Wut
when Bleke goes to recover them they ere gonel

ILson Kestrel, #s eminent in the underworld ss Sexton
+) ake himself wes in the field of crime detection, hed heerd
from efer of the invesion of crookdom by the uncennily
gifted novice who hed elesned up helf ¢ million without o
trece,~ end more interesting still, hed hesrd rumours of how
thet phenominel feet hed been sccomplished. He hed feailed,
hovever, to find the Manusl or Picklock. But Sexton Blake
hrd Been equelly unsuccessful in his quest for these vitsl
articles, #nd it wes now ¢ dual between him snd his old
entagonist for possession.

Nigel died in Hospitsl, but not wefore he geve his
brother # clue that ensbled him to recover his precious
"lienuel of Crime™. Thus ended this unfortunete episode in
the life of Sexton Blerke, the full story of which is told
in Detective "ieckly No.l, "Sexton Blske's Secret"; No.2,
"Sexton Blske ot Bey'"; No.4, "Sexton Bloke's Triumph" snd
the Kestrel sequel to No.l3, "The Monster of Peris".

SEXTON BLLKE IN THE NEWS.

The "Deily Express" msde good use of our fevourite
detective in & story they ren on Oftober 20th. It cerried
e stresmer heerding in prominent type thus:

SEXTOB_BLAKE FAN FOIIS THS
COSH_BANDIT
The 014 Soldier "swipes beck".
The story told in dresmrtic end humorous frshion of the |

‘edventure of Henry Jemes Tilley, 68 year old wetchmen ot o
Brixton Hill bekery. Metter of fzct it wes his first night
there. He hed teken with him S.B.L. "The Scrsn Metel
Mystery" to pess the hours aswsey. Says the reporter, "He
hed just got to the part wh.re the fiddlers were boesting
sbout their plans. Sexton Bleke had not even been celled
in - when the 'phone reng. Someone esked if thore wes
enyone in to teke sn order. Then Mr. Tilley made » mistske
He replied - forgetting for o moment the cunning of Sexton
Bleke - "The plece is closed down." It wes 11 peaceful
enough, But Mr. Tilley had just got to thec pert where the
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greet detective wes sbout to Be consulted when he wes
struck on the hesd.with en iron Ber. 2

The reporter goes on to give e grephic description of
how the old ex-soldier wes feced with o young men gripping
e cosh #nd ordered to 1lie on the floor. Then he remembered
whet Sexton Bleke would have done end whet his old sergesnt—
mejor told him - "If you're still on your feet, swipe Beck."
He picked up en cbony stick snd brought it down with e thud
on the back of en upholstered cheir snd looked so determined
despite the blood running down his fece thet "the bloke
fled". Then "999" end ¢ smeshed window to ettirect ettention
but the bendid got ewey leeving cssh Tuming to four figures
®ehind him,

These Fleet Street reports find our heroes useful to
lend colour to their news stories, don't they?

LETTER _BoOX :
CASSELL & COMPANY Ltd.
37/381.St . Andrew's Hill,
Queen Victoris Streect,
London, E.C.4.
d Publicity Depertment .
: .. 29th Oct. 1952.
Deer Mr. Leckenby, . : 3
I em sorry not to heve replied to your letter before
now, but I heve been weiting for en sdvence copy of the new
Billy Bunter étory which we -shell e publishing on November
20th. I em heving ¢ copy sent to you under seperete cover,
~end shell be very gled if you will mention it in your
megezine. I shell #lso see thet you heve copies of future
volumes, which we plen to publish st the rate of two e yeer.
: . Yours feithfully, o :
E. 5. HARPER,
Publicity.Meneger.

From Frenk Richerds 4
November 22nd, 1952.

Desr Herbert Leckenby, i ; -
Thenks for the C,D. I had missed thet cross-word in

the kedio Times, end wes much interested snd smused to Tesd

your sccount of it, I remember thet Bunter figures in e
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Deily Meil cross-word some time egos but the D.M. hed
their dete quite corrsct.
Eric Feyne's Singepore srticle is good reeding.
I could heve wished it longer. But I em sorry that he
missed Bhenipur on his wey home. L description of that
State would have been extremely interesting.
Tith kindeat regerds,
Alweys yours sincerely,
FRANK RICH\RDS.

FRAGMENTS OF MTILORY
By N. C. Gourley.

These odd jottings cover vegue memories of old pepers
of the lete 'thirties. Their purpose is perheps to rouse
someone's interest £nd leed to further investigotion end
more deteils sbout these mostly forgotten snd ncglected
megezines.

First, I would like to vwrite sbout "Buzzer". This
wes £ short-lived Geo. Newnes Ltd. publicestion of, I think,
the yeer 1936. There ware 345 issues only. The peper
wes published in & large size, 2 little bigger then
Detective Tieekly. No puthors' nemes were used end its
middle peges were devoted to humorous certoon strips. At
first it hed 36 peges. These loter fell to 28 snd
finelly to 24.

The stories in "Buzzer'" were ¢ compromise between the
streight edventure stories of "Wodern Boy" snd the more
sensetionsl "novelty yerns" of the D. C. Thomson pepers.
Bech issue hed seven stories, every one of which wes pert
of ¢ series. The first issue hed ¢ school-cum-fentesy
_serics ebout & group of schoolboys who found themsel: -
"trensported by redic" to the Moon. For ten weeks they
indulged in the usurl edventures thet befrll interplenetery
trevellers. Th:y helped one group of Luner:ns egeinst
enother by inventing weird gedgets for the Moon soldiers to
use.

Another series wes "The Flying Tremp" stories. &4
cheerful young men with e very old-feshioned plene hopped
from one country to the next cerrying gcods rnd getting
involved in plenty of thrilling episcdes. Midwey through
the "Buzzer's" cereer this series stopped, but e few weeks
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leter th. chief cherecter returned es "The Flying Tremp -
Secret Service agent". This new scries continued to the
end. Another cherscter wes & detective with ¢ sports cer
znd ¢ monocle. He wes not very credible, seeming £n
smeteur 'compared with Sexton Bleke or Nelson Lee.

I have forgotten most of the stories which graced
Fuzzer's peges, but I do recollect £n interesting series
of crime yerns which eppeered eround No.26. This wes
celled "Lesgue of the Doudle Six", The lesgue wes & band
of hooded men who clesned up the gengsters end crooked
recketeers of en Lmericen city. In exciting swift moving
credible story wes my verdict.

A first-rete science fiction seriel, "50 Fethems Down'
wes in the lest eight issues. It deelt with the sdventures
of sume explorers in e diving bell whko found themselves
strended in lost Atlantis when the ceble connecting them
to bhe surfece broke. The end of Buzzer must heve come
unexpectedly, for in No.33 e mystery school story commenced .
It concerned some hidden secret gbout the old bullding in
which ¢ school similer to St.Frenks wes housed. I wes
reelly enjoying it snd considering thrt it wes the best
story "Buzzer" had published when without sny werning the
peper cessed publication efter the 36th issue. Can enybody
tell me why this peper friled?

I reed "The Pilot" infrequently in pre-wer deys but I
do remember enjoying some of the sterics. The trouble with
this A.P. peper wes ¢ fondness for stunts. They were elweyg
running the fictious schooldsys or boyhcod of some femous
celebrity.

Alex James the footbsller and Leonsrd Henry the redio
ster were subjected to this trestment. The most femous
schooldeys of 211, of course, were the reprints of Ceoil
Heyter's "Sexton Bleke's Schooldeys". I vividly recrll the
opening scene in the first episode when the young Sexton
Blcke without hesitetion plunged his erm into molten metel
becruse his sciehtist guerdien hrd told him it wes perfectly
sefe to do so et e certein temperrture.

L sequel followed derling with Bleke's edventures on
the Indien frontier with the British Army. I do not belicvd
however, the "Sexton Bleke st Oxford" stories were reprinted
in ithe Pilot.

Lnother femous reprint wes the Tiill Hey #t Bendover
School series. They were very funny et the time #nd I now
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heoar they were written by the one end only Chorles Hemilton.
Meuy of the school stories written for the "Pilot" hed :
unususrl plots. Hedlcy Scott wes the ruthor of some of these.
The herc wes c¢ither en unwrnted boy sent tc » school for
criminels by # crooked guerdisn, ur "framed" 'nd sent to e
reformrtory by en cnemy. i

Another strenge title ceshed in on the nopulerity of
the Torzen films. "The Schoolboy Cennibal THerl" deelt with:
e white boy brought up by 4fricsn cemnibels who returns to
Englend to essume his title £nd plece es an Terl.

Ken Maynsrd, the cowkoy film ster, wes festured in »
series of “.estern stories which leter reeppesred in 7ild
rest Tiuekly with which the Pilot wes incorporeted on its
dehise in 1938. '

{. humorous cortoon story festured on the cover towerds |
the end of the Pilot derlt with three comic cowboys. This
wes e£lso cerried on in 'iild Test "/eekly snd sventurlly the
three cowbocys ended up on the beck of the "Encek Out" comice|

Terzen eppesred in ¢ serious certoon in the Pilot's !
middle pages in 1938. "Terzen of the Apes", "Return of ]
Tarzen", “"Tie Bersts of Terzen ell followed esch other sa |
e serisl picture story. J

|
!

The most le#sting cher.cter of the Pilot's lest yerrs
wes Crispen Buchen, the Lsughing Bucceneer. ‘'/ell written,
vividly descriptive crime pdventure stories with = modern !
Robin Hood weging war on the underworld snd ennoying one i
Inspector Bugle of Scotland Yerd - the hero wes so like i
Hormen Conguest that I feel inclined to think the suthor
wea E. S, Brooks. Perheps scme supporter of Nelscn Lee i
could enlighten me e8 to this point? :

“vho remembers "lModern ".’onde]:""?/ Size of the "Eegle" in
full colour, it depicted the “iondera of Science. It risc
cerried two serisls £nd one complete story. I rerd the
firet eix monthe of this peper which sterted rbout 1937. Twé
serisrls I remember. One +Spsce Mechine" by John Jeynon
told of o trip to Mers, It wes = shortened version of o :
published novel "Stowewasy to Mers". It wes elasc chenged for
publicetion in ¢ boys' megezine. A love effrir wes cut out
ond the hercine beceme £ youth, The other serisl wes obout
the return of itlentis to the surfsce of the Ltlentic end i
the edventures of some hnglish people on the recovered lend.:

I hope this erticle might stir up scme resder,more

femilisr with the sbove mentioned prpers, to give # fuller
| recount of th@se long deed megrzines of yesteryerr.




