-

7 Cotlectors Digest
oo ) ANNUOBL




Tke ’I‘om (Detrs}é Owu\.
THE Annual for l‘of;fl

Tl'\i/s year COT\.CLI\[‘er.it\é o ].01\3 Atoried
about Tom mmr\s & Co., E‘Lu\.g Bur\tuc R}
other moAt popuiar chwaract cr,s £

jrom. “l\c pQN

o;' (Zarriv. Cliifyord, Praavi iNvichasds, aand
C]\g\rle/é Hamilton anod Quwen '\_ov\:thg/st‘“t

L,\rget rhoaay be’OI‘Q; iuwﬁh‘z\tco . 1':),1.6()

ABOUT ST. IIM'S
THE SCAPEGRACE OF ST. JIM’S
TALBOT'S SECRET
By MARTIM CLIFFORD
Fach Ts 6d
ABORX.T ROOKWOOD

THE RIVALS OF ROOKWOOD SCHOOL
: By OWEN CONQUEST
Ts. 6d.

OTHER “TITLES 1N THE TOM MERRY SLRIES
TOM MERRY & (O. OF ST. JIM'S
THY SFCREL OF ‘THE STUDY
RALLYING ROUND GUSSY
All by MARTIN CLIFFORD
A1 6s. Each
A GRAND ADVENTURE STORY
JACK OF ALL TRADES

By FRANK RICHARDS
Ts. 6d

TANDEVILLE PUBLICATIONS, 45 Great Russell S0 London, W.CI

e T v L st



Jhe Gollec fords Digg/.f F Annual
Chrigtmas 1952

g}txtL;‘}Sea~r
EDITORS:
HERBERT LE CKENBY H,MAURICE BOND
Telephone Exchange 10, Erw Wen,
G/o, Central Registry, Rhiwbina : Cardiff
Northern Command South Wales

York

Duplicated by Wood's Typewriting Office, 20, Stonegate, York,
Fo PO rd

*  Deal Fellow Collector,

For the Sixth Year in succession "the Annual" comes
to you at Christmastide, We hope it will be as welcome
as you have bcen good enough to tell us it has becen in
previous yecars, Some of you will be seeing it for the
first time, for each year its circulation has grown; we
trust it will come up to your expectations,

Familiar names are attached to the articles and
8kctches, and we are sure they will be found as interesting
and appecaling as ever, Wc also welcome new contributors,
new only where writing for the Annual is concerned, for
they are old stalwarts where our hobby is concerned, We
thank all for their loyalty,

In conclusion, to all at home and overseasg, the old
0ld wish - "A very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New
Year",

Yours sincerely,
Herbert Leckenby,
H, Maurice Bond,
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There were Other ochools !

By Herbert Leckenby

During the pest few yeers gellons of ink heve been spilled over the
femous schools situeted in pleces where time stood still., Greyfriars,
St.Jim's, Rookwood end St.Frenk's. Thoy heve been written ebout deserved
ly for they were,in some ceses still ere, outstending exemples of their
kind. Yet there were other schools which from the turn of the century
are remembered with offection by men now well on through life's Jjourney.
Revenscer, St.Besil's, St.Simeon's, Wycliffe, St.Ninien's end many more.
True, they held the stege for shorter periods, and the lest curtein fell
on them long ego, yet they deserve & place in the history we ere building
so I will endeavour to bring them into the limelight egein, eided by
copies in my possession, ell too few, sles, end my memory of thoem.

RAVINSCAR

The stories of Revenscer School consisted of et leest three in Pluck.
"Brooks of the Lower Fourth" (No.155); "The Moor Men" (158); "The Rise
of the Lower Fourth" (165) published betwcen October end December 1907,
end two Boys' Friend 3d Libreries. "Brooks of Revenscer" (No.43) end
"The Rope of Rubics" (No.97). If enyonc cen sdvise me of rny more in
"Pluck" I should be extrcmely grateful.

Now"Brooks of Ravenscer" olonc would provide enough materiel for o
lengthy srticle, for it wes onc of the most unusuel end fescinating
stories in the whole history of school fiction. I should certeinly plaece
it in & list of the six best of 11 the 1500 Boys' Friend Librery yerms.

The stories were written by Micheel Storm, ¢ writer who, according
to Welter Webb, wes somcthing of e mystery men oven to the high-ups ot
Fleetwey House. Well, whoever he wes therc's no doubt he wee o brillient
scholer, thet is pleinly evident in every line of these yerns of Revenscer
School. The English wes immeculete end there were charecter portreyels
which wore for ebove the aversge. Therc wes little humour, in fect, the
stories were more of en &dult type, moybe for that resson they hed not e
very long run. For the seme reeson they cen be rced to adventege by
members of our circle now.

In enother wey Revenscer wes unususl, Most of the schools we know
8o well were situste in the gouthern counties with o river running by,
end very ncer the see. Revenscer wasn't; it wes "perched sloft on o
greet ledge of one of the scrre thet run out from the Pennine Renge into
the West Riding of Yorkshire." So vivid erc the descriptions of life on
the neerby moors thot one suspects Micha.l Storm might have becn &
Yorkshiremen,

Brooks - his Christirn name wes Tigbert, but it wes seldom used
throughout the stories - vos surely oncof the most unususl type of hero
in schoolboy i ction, In the first story we sre told he was "tenecious,
reticent, absolutely indifferent to others' opinion, his will wes es
indomiteble &s his cmotions were undisciplined. He neither feored
punishment, nor coveted preise, end for ell thet he wes reckless, pession-
ete end impulsive, he wes singulerly devoid of cither sympathies or enti-
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pethies." Rether different to Tom Merry or Jimmy Silver!
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He wes the son of = weelthy Sheffield bonker end recehorse owner,
end when he had to attend prayers "it wes all ¢ meoningless coremony to
him. He had never known his mother, who hsd died et his birth; end
his father, on embittcred egnostic, hed brought him up in utter ignorence
of eny feith."

Yet this strenge boy's hecert can be touched. A junior called Hellem
~dies in thet story. A housemeid finds Brooks' pillow wet next morning
and exclaims "Drot them brats! If they ein't been sousing this boy's
pillow." But she wes wrong, for "MNeither she nor anyone clse ever knew
it that pillow was &8s it were & soul's cpitephy for on it for the first
time in his fifteen ycers, for the last time in his life, Brooks hrd for-
given the cnemy he hed venquisbed, in weeping for the sole being he hed
ever loved."

In "The Moor ilen" ceme enother new boy, Nigel Dorn, enother cherecte
quite out of the ordinery end who was to plry e grest pert in the destini
of Ligbert Brooks.,

Now to "Brooks of Ravenscer". Here in the opening chepter we find
Brooks being before the Head of Revenscer, John Menners, Doctor in
Divinity. His work for the rest of th: term is being discussed end
Brooke is now described os

"Some five feet ten in height, streight es ¢ sword-blade, woll-

built end supple. Brooks showed ~ll the signs of one treined to
sports, breccd by the keen moorlend air, end slert with 211 the i
vitelity of his nineteen yeers. He weg more then o bit of e puzzle
to the school at large, wher: h: was more fecered then loved. His
derk, inscrutablec fece, the clcar-cut festures, the eyes grey snd
herd es agetes, the unsmiling, ironic mouth, hed held off from him
those friendships which are the ususl testimony to such powers =s

he showed in every field of sport."”

c H
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Their conversetion is interrupted by the errivel of & Mr.,Travers end
his son &nd the doctor goes into snother room to interview them, esking
Brooks to stey., The son is & new boy end eftcr he hes been taken to be
shown round by Nigel Dorn, Brooke heers the fether say he wishes to
spesk strictly in privetc.

When Mcrmmers reoturns he finds Brooks sected on the lewn fifty yerds
ewey reoding o book., He gives e sigh of rclicf and on being called in
Brooks expleins with level trenquil cyes, "I heerd your visitor sey he
wished to rpeak to you in private so I went out into the grrden."

But leter Brooks mrkes en entry in his disry, "Allen Trevers intro-
duced by Heed to Nigel Dorn, Ignorant that his fether is Dudley Trevers,
millioneire end ovmer of Trover's Bank, etc., Father feers ALllan mey be
kidnepped cnd held to ransom."

Brooks seys pensively, "One ncver knows'" and the euthor states it
wes & curious fact that the disry was full of similer entries, registering
selient end exclueively essentisl details about each boy in the school.
"Certeinly Eghert Brooks wes, s#s his fellows in the Sixth hed more then
once rocmarked, @ "derk horse'',

The cover of "Brooks of Rovenscer'" hes » striking picture of @ reven
perched on the brench. of & tree., The bird is Demon end bolongs to
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Nigel Dorn. Dorn has treined it to carry messeges and to play a great
part in the story. Dorn, et this time, is Brook's feg and worships him.
He is a remerkeble youth, old beyond his ycers, and with the mekings of
a great detective.

The story devclops, literally packed with excitement. Sport is not
negleccted, and there's o great dcscription of & cricket metch with
"York College'.

Then Travers is ceptured end held to rengsome for £100,000, From
then on there are 8ll sorts of emazing twists end turns to the story.
It becomes evident to the resder that Brooks is en undoubted criminel, of
extraordinery coolness, unscrupulousness, snd ingenuity. Vigel Dorn sets
to work end eventually succeeds in rescuing Travers snd in the process
finds to his horror end dismey that he is building up a case againet his
beloved fag-master. There ere some drametic hgppenings which keep the
reeder on sheer tenterhooks when Dorn produces his evidence as skilfully
drewn up es if by e leernsd Q.C., Yet so unusuel is this extreordinary
story thet Brooks, though guilty, makes it eppeer Dorn was wrong. Vhat's
more, he gets ewey with the spoils. Lnd we reed:

"It wes ncerly dawn beforc Brooks thet night turned in to snetch an
hour's sleep. For a long time he paced his room, flushed end fevered
with the exeltation of victory, the sheer stress of strife and triumph
No scruple inveded his conscience. Through the perverted windows of
his soul he saw reelities,awry, yet benceth the gloomy exterior of his
face there lay & soul fibred through and through with o kind of medi-
acval knight errantry. He dreemed stupendous drcams of stupendous
wealth, which he, Egbert Brooks, should pley Providence with, to right
the wrongs of the legally robbed.eceesss He wes almost staggered, as
he reelised the smount of his heul..... Before him was only thc dresm
of dispcnsing the fortune on the children of misfortune."

ind so Brooks pessed out of Revenscer, suspicion removed from his
shoulders yet departing & lonely figure.

"The Rope of Rubies" was described as o thrilling detcetive story,
end es fer es I remember it it wes pecked with as much incident as helf-
s-dozen stories. Nigel Dorn, ninetcen end ceptein of Revenscar, wes the
chicf cherecter. Agein the erstwhile megnetic Brooks csme into his lifd,
but I em uneble to sey how it 221 e¢nded, or whether Brooks ever did
become & modern Robin Hood. Whethor or no,the stories of Ravenscer
School were just ebout the most unususl, the most controversial in ell
school fiction.

Just & closing note. Years later, round gbout 1923, a secriel
"Rivals of Revenscer" with the esuthor given ae Geoffrey Gunn, seppcered
in "The Champion", The hero wes colled Wigel Dorn, but there wes not
the slightest link with the stories I hsve been describing. The editor,
F. hddington Symonds, edmitted to mec that he used to get his idees for
stories from those that had gone before. In this perticuler instence
I could not sece thet eny adventege whetever could be gained.

—~000-
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ST, BASIL'S

St.Besil's wes the copyright of Henry St.John, Hemilton Bdwerds'
white-heeded boy where school storics were concerned. It wes his
favourite schooly suriels end complete stories c.ntred round it
sppeered &t regular intervels over e poriod of nerrly twenty-five yceors.
The first was "The Boys of St.Besil's" in the 5d Boys' Friend, sterting
about Christmes 1899. It was followed by 2 sequel, "Bob Redding's
Schooldeys". Then when the "Boys' Hereld" wes leunched in 1903, pride
of plece, the front page, wes given to the first instelment of "The
goventh House of St.Besil's'". With its conclusion there storted "The
New Mester", end o little letor in the semc peper "True as & Die". And
in the Boys' Friund, 1d series, "The Fourth Form of St,Besil'e"s '"The
Sheme of St.Besil's" end "The Foundling of St.Breil's. Then on the
revivel of the Boys' Reslm in 1919 ceme thot queint ides "Honry St .John' g
Schooldeys" wherein the suthor himself errived at St.Besil's as o feg,
not wey back in Victorirn deys, but long eftcr Bob Redding, Harry Belton
end others of his heroes. [lwuuthor's licence!l und, three yerrs leter
on the stert of "The Chempion" in 1922, "The Outcest of St.Brsil's,"
Therc mey heve been other seriels, if so my memory feils mc.

Unlikc Michecl Storm, Henry St.John mrde no attempt et serious
chorecter drewing. His boys were elweys stercotyped - the decent
fellows, the snerk, the bullying prcfect end the unpopuler rot-faced
megter. There wes & berring—out in "The Boys of St.Basil's'" snd en
almost identicerl onc in "Thc Seventh House of St.Breil's.  Severel of
the stories derlt with that well-worn theme - the working-cless boy who
ceme to the school end for ¢ time found himself the most miscreble
fellow elive in consequence.

Whore there .es rn intervel between two stories there was inveriably
on almost cntirely ncw set of charscters, including even the masters.
They certainly did not rcign es long et St.Besil's as lir. Quelch at
Greoyfriesrs.

Bob Redding when grown to men's cstete sent ¢ boy who had done him
a service to St.Basil's, essuring him thet it wes"the finest school in
Englend" . Tt nuver struck me that wey, for Honry St.John secemed to
meke it @ dreery, rother third-rete sort of pluoce, whorc the boys lived
a gsomewhat unheppy existence. They certoinly nover pleyed gemes in the
menner of the Greyfriers cheps, in foct therc wes little sport in eny
of Henry St.John's school stories.

I sce, however, thet in "The Outcest of St.Besil's", thet "Chempion'
scriel of 1922, Henry St.John describes the school like this:

ngt . Besil'e stends on o hill thet overlooks the smell ond insignifis+
cent villege of Elphinstowe in Cornwell.

Tt is o building of grey stone in the form of three gides of ¢
squere. The left or north wing is devoted to the chepel, the right
wing is the fine gymnesium, then which no school in finglend has @
better, for St.Besil's is first end before all else ¢ sporting school}
The mesters ere chosen for their skill in sports ... Vot e master of
St.Breil's but hes some sporting success to his credit.”
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Well, I feel sure that could hardly apply to Mr. Foulger,

Mr. Blatcher, Mr. Terry or Mr. Withers, masters in early stories. I'll
vow they never kicked a football or weilded @ cricket bad in their lives.
But maybe the school improved as time went on.

Most of the schools we resd about hed a river rumning near for they
were so handy for someone to be rescued from drowning, and, of course,
for a 1little sport. In the case of St.Basil's it was the River Burn.

I only recall one pupil with a title sttending St.Basil's, &nd he
was only & modest baronet, Sir Herry Belton, hero of '"The Seventh House
of St.Be#il's."

Although as & writer of school stories Henry St.John was not, in my
opinion, in the same class as M&f gﬁ& Storm, Jack North, or David Goodwin|
there was no doubt that Hamilton fn his successors were catering for
popular demand when the St.Basil's stories a»peared so frequently.

Here ere the stories a@s they appesred in the Boys' Friend Library.

1st Series. No.5, The Boys of St.Basil's; 55, Bob Redding's
Schooldays; 59, The Seventh House of St.Besil's; 61, The New Master;
150, True &s & Diej 152, The Bully of St.Besil'sjy 189, The Fourth Form
of St.Basil's; 224, The Sheme of St.Basil's; 491, Henry St.John's
Schooldayss T42, The Outcest of St.Basil's.

ST, SIMEON'S

The stories of St.Simeon's came from the masterly hand of David
Goodwin, reel name Sidney Gowing, and they were packed with humour,
thrills, and truth to tell, a little "blood end thunder".

If there was any doubt ebout St.Basil's justifying its claim to be
a great public school, there was none about St.Simeon's. It was little
less than Bton with 600 boys and, in the first story ot lesst, a
Canon Leveson as its Head.,

This first story of St.Simeon's, in fact it was David Goodwin's
first school story, was called "Berredl", snd it enpeared in the Boys'
Reelm in, I think, 1904. It wag one of the early yarns of the aitch-
dropping boy finding himself et & school for the sons of gentlemen.

In this instence he was Brian Hewke, sent there by en aunt, Miss Klphire
Catts, who owned & prosperous steam laundry.

On being set on exsm-paper to decide on his Form, Brian found him-
self in "a great reftered hell, the roof of which wes higher than most
churches, end felt very lonely and lost. The windows were twenty to
thirty feet long, end the greet heems were of heevy black oek. At one
end of the room were two thirty-foot bleck penels in the old red brick
wall, with & long list of names on them in gold, the names of old
St.Simeon's boys who had cut niches for themselves in history."

As in all David Goodwin's school stories St.Simeon's had a smert
set, in this particular story known as "The Birds of Peredise', youths
who were no credit to the then flourishing stetely homes of England, and
they geve Brien, in his first deys, a terrible time. One of the leaders
was Viscount Heredsfoot, snd he was one of Brisn's worst tormenters.
Came the dey, however, when Brisn saved his enemy from & watery greve,
end the son of & noble house beeceme the firm friend of the nephew of the
laundry owner.

Then ceme & twist in the story. Heredsfoot's fether, the Berl of
Medenhem, came to sce him. snd told him the stertling story of ¢ romantic
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marriege, the outcome of which was that Brisn Hewke was the legal Earl of
Medenham, &nd that his son if he hed one would be the rightful Viscount
Heredsfoot. He went on to explain that only in the event of Brian's
sudden death would he who was now wrongly besring the neme heve e right
to it. He reminded him that the motto of the Medenhems weas "Let nothing
hinder". Ruthlessly he tells his son thet he must somehow bring about
Brien's deeth, Heredsfoot pleads that Brien had seved his life, but in
the end has to agree,

Then follow several ettempts to cerry out his fether's orders whilst
still posing es Brien Hewke's friend, & rather blood-curdling theme, yet
in the skilful hends of Devid Goodwin it mede one of the most absorbing
seriels ever. And 211 ceme out heppily in the end.

The second St.Simeon's story wes "Redcastle & Co. et St.Simeon's" in
the "Boys's Friend". This wes o more light-heerted ysrn in which the
heroes got in, &nd out, of many & scrape, and indulged in Jepes, a
favourite word of Devid Goodwin's, ageinst en unpopuler master.

Much later, in 1911, there started in the Boys' Realm "The Sneek of
St .Simeon's" . The first instelment was the longest ever, six end a half
pages. The story told of another uneducated boy, in this instance one
who had some experience of the “oxing ring. By this time the Heedmester
wes & Dr. Pratt, & very different individuel to the dignified Canon Leveson
of en esrlier day, @md one who believed in snesking. There were still
plenty of sristocrats et the school, however, for the hero, Tom Holt,
chummed up with Aubrey Clevering Mountnelson, son of Viscount Sedborough,
Bob St.Quentin, end Cecil Stenhope.

Two other serials were in the Boys' Friend, "The Gipsy of St.Simeons"
end "For the Honour of St.Simeons". Here egain there wes the seme ides,
the uneduceted lad who turned out to be the heir of verst estetes. Never<
theless, David Goodwin manesged to meke each one scem new and they were
corteinly packed with fun end excitement.

Here arc the St.Simeon stories es they eppesred in the Boys! Friend
Librery, lst series. :

98, "Berredi"; 143, Redcestle at St.Simeon's; 145, Haenk Heldene's
Schooldeyss 156, Gypsy of St.Simeon'sy; 157, The Terl of St.Simeon'ss
201, The Sneak of St.Simeon'sy 202, "The Snceks Brigade; 274, For the
Honour of St.Simeon's; 283, The Feg of Study Three; 286, The Fegs of
St.oimeon's.

(Note.~ In several instences @ serial wes divided into two Boys'
Friend Libreries, o better idee.than to cbridge them dresticelly in order
to get them into one. - H.L.)

~000~-

WYCLIFFE

I have expressed my regerd for the Wycliffe stories before, end given
some account of them, but there is much more one could tell., I shell
alweys contend thet in them John Nix Pentelow, writing as Jack North, gevd
some of the greetest cheracter studies, made life in a fictitious boys'
school more realistic, end cxpressed some of the finest sentiment ever to
eppear in storiesrof their kind. Listen to this, &n extract taken from
"The Runewey" (B.F.L. No.82, 1lst series). It told of a hot-tempered,
misunderstood junior who in his misery hzd run awey from Wyeliffe. He
stends on o bridge some distance ewey in the esrly morning and looks beocks
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"He sew the noble, messive building of the old school; the cheerful
red-brick, creeper-covi.red mesters' houses clustered round it; the f
broad green playing fields, clive with active figures, bounded by the
grey berrier; the wide stresm of Wyvern, dencing in the sunlights
end for the first time he reelised how goodly a place it was.

The birth-pang of loyelty to Wycliffe racked him in thet moment
when he had meent to destroy the last link that bound him to her. He
did not know it till long efterwerds, but so it wes. Never throughout
his life will Cleude Lrthur Coningsby Wilder forget the bridge over
the Wyvern ot Rylton, end the red sun low in the eastern sky, and the
river thet ran like blood.

Wycliffe would never be to him quite the Alme Meter - benign mother
thet she was to meny of her children. His stormy nature would make
the greater prrt of his stey there e time of triel and tribuletien.
Yet through it 211 he would be leerning to love her more - to love her
better, it mey be, than those to whom she geve more peeceful deys.

ind et the end of it 211 - on his lest evening there - when his
voice should join es hcertily es eny in the Ceptein's Song, raised in
honour of old-time enemy Bull Barrence, then he would realise whet
gshe had been to him, what she had teught him, she and those her sons
who hed been his friends end his enemies - #nd he would see in mental
vision grey bridge, red sun, and river es of blood."

Yee, fine sentimentel writi thet, the kind which br '
the throat. e L e AP s

Some timc ego I pessed by my old school. It was & very much less
plece than Wycliffe, surrounded by very a dinary houses. I had not
been thet wey for yeers. When I hed spent my deys there I had often
celled it thet rotton old school. The shedows were stealing ecross the
ple~ground. I could pick out the very window I hed broken onc day whilst
playing cricket with e tennis hell, I could picture each class-room
and I recellea mesters, some of them long gince deed end gone. I turned
ewey thinking "Ah well, it wesn't o bed old school. I had many heppy
d,ys there." M:cybe I felt e 1ittle like Wilder, even though I hed
never run cwey from it.

48 I have aeid before, the boys in the Wycliffe stories grew older.
This edded to the reelism undoubtedly. There was something fascinating
in following the progress of fun-loving juniors upward to the Sixth to
be dignified prefects and in onc instence captein of the school. The
leter stories deelt meinly with a completely new lot of juniors end they
were not e whit less intcresting thereby . Altogether there were scores
of characters &ll corcfully drawn, including the masters.

Wycliffe wes portreyed es a greet public school with five-hundred
boys and seven houses, situated near the market town of 'Tickhem,
evidently in one of the southern counties; the river, the Wyvern.

In the first story the reader was introduced to four new boys e1l
srriving together. John Jockson, Donald MacDonald, Devid Davies, and
pPatrick O'Hers. After some excitement and plotting they mede a
spectaculer #nd gcnsetional entry through the getes of Wycliffe gorbed
in the treditionel gerb of their respective countries - Jackson s John
Bull, MecDoneld with kilt end bagpipes, Peddy in bettered hat, long
teiled coet, ond brendishing e shillelegh, end Taffy Devies &8 &n old

L
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Welsh merket women, in steeple—crowmed het, frock smd shewl, with e
bundle of leeks on her arm. They later chum up with snother new boy,
Beirem Sinhji, © hendsome Rejput prince, who is found to possess
remarkable hypnotic powers, e power put to good use on several occasions.
They also mcke friends with Hearry Merry, iwstrelien end greet cricketer,
a Test pleyer of the future.

These six formed the mein cherecters, ¢nd it was their carcers
through the world of Wycliffe School, the reeder of forty years ago
followed with breathless interest. [flong with them there trevelled e
host of others, too numerous to mention, fine fellows, leaders of men,
shady characters, end utter wrong'uns. There were splendid masters,
week mesters, end one who wes @& scoundrel. And even the station-master
at little Wickhem junction, one Eccles, was finely drewn by Jack North's
feithful pen.

Later ceme Herry Merry's younger brother, Lerry, & harum-scerum
loveble imp, similer in meny weys to Welly D'ircy. He beceme a lesder of
the lower school, forming with six others the Secret Seven. Here sgein
wae an exemple of Pentelow's artistry, for all seven, though fine lads,
were distinct from each other.

I will bring these few rambling notes on this particular school to o
close by giving enother typicel exemple of the fine sentiment which so
much appealed to me.

Herris end Wicks of Williem's House ere under suspicion of cheating
in en exem, and they ere two of the meinsteys in the House cricket teem.
The finel for the House Cups is imminent but Dr. ‘nderson, the Heed, hes
issued an order thet until the matter is cleered up they will not ke
ellowed to play. This couses dismey in Williem's House ¢nd ¢ meeting of
prefects is celled. As « result eight of them, heceded by Roleigh, the °
most populer ceptein Wycliffe hed ever hed, and soon to leave, form &
deputation to the Heed. They eppeel to him to change his mind. i long
ergument follows, the description of it grips you. Despite their
eloquent defence of the suspected two, the Heed is sdamant. Then the
prefects, not ell of Williem's House, toke the drestic step of hending in
their resignetions. Dr. .nderson is dismeyed ot the situation. The
story goes on.

Dr. nderson hcd o neture both just end generous. And he respected
end liked those boys. There wos not one of them thet he would not
heve been proud to cell his son. Perheps &t wes becruse he hed
longed for, but hed never hed, @ son thet Releigh hed growm 8o deer
to him.

'Releigh,' he seid, 'I must speek further with you. The rest of
you mey go. Releigh will tell you leter whether your resignations
heve been accepted.’

They filed out.

'Raleigh,' seid the Herd, with e strenge softness in his voice,
tdo you reelise whet you ere doing?'

'Yes, sir, I do. I'm sure of it in fect.'

'T don't think you do, my boy. Soon you will be leeving Wycliffe
for ever. For two yeers you have been the school's coptein, honoured
end held in effection es I believe no coptein it hes ever hed before
hos been. And now in a moment of pigue you throw down your office, ond
you leed into whet is little better then rebellion thevery flower of
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your fellow prefects. Cen you answer to your conscience for this?

Releigh's face wes very pele, but his head wes held high., The
appeel had touched, but it had not conquered him. Let it be seid for
him end the rest thet they hed no intention of trying to bluff the Head
What they did they ®elieved right end justifieble.

'Yes, sir, I cen.'

Helf o dozen times the Heed strode to end fro with never o look at
the tall figure thet stood motionless by his desk. Then he wheeled
gsuddenly in his walk end seid:

'This cen't bel I give way, Releigh. I em wrong perheps. MNost
men would oell me foolish. But I #m not prepered to face the conse-
quences of refusal. Tell them thet their resignations are not eccepte
that Herris and Wicks mey play.' LN

The Heed set down and turned his back. Twice Releigh turned to s
speek but the words would not come. Then ke went.

An hour later 2 note wes brought to the Head. It was signed by the
eight prefects, end it asked thet eny pain they hed glven him might be
pardoned, expressed their devotion not only to the school, hut to him
personally.

Dr. /nderson is & ®ishop now. He may be an archbishop before his
life Tuns to e close. But whenever that mey be, his executors will
find emon; the papers that he hes cherished most cerefully the note
which Barham wrote snd the eight rebel prefects signed.'

Well, to me thet is e splendidly drewn, renlistic picture of the Heed
of a greet public school, strong enough to give wey to those below him
in suthority beceuse he felt they might be in the right. There wes some~
thing,oh so humen, about thct last paregraph, too.

It only remeins to e said thet Herris end Wicks played a great pert
in the winning of the geme for Williem's House, and elmost immediately
were cleared of the suspicion hanging over their heeds.

Lnd now for the benefit of those who feel they would like to read
some of the Wycliffe stories, here sare ¢ few detrils about them es they
avpeered in "Pluck" ghd the Boys' Friend Library.

In "Pluck" they started towerds the end of 1907 end for e time ran
in harness with the St.Jim's and Specs. & Co stories. Here are ¢ few
of them.

146, "Cock House at Wycliffe"; 148, "Sixteen of them''s* 151y *"Dhe
Hittites"y 153, "The Ceaptein of Wycliffe"; 161, "The Scemp of Wycliffe'"s
166, "The Commender's Birthday"; 181, "Wycliffe's Ghosts" .

In the "Boys' Friend Library (3d) the following three were original
gtoriess 53, "Chums of Wycliffe" (Aug. 1908); 73, "Lerry & Co'"s
82, "The Runeway".

Then years later, about 1921, the pluck stories were re-nrinted in
the B.F.L. (4d) 1st series. 532, "Jeck Jeckson's Enemy"; 535, "The Rise
of Bowker's House"j; 539, "The Prefects of Bowker's Houses
542, "Staunchest of Chums"; 547, “The Vycliffe Scholarship Boy"j
550, "The Brothers of Borden"; 555, "Birds of e Feather's 558, "The
Rivel Capteins"j ,583, "The Rivel House Teems"; 588, "Prefect end Fag"s
593, "In Open Rebellion"s 598, ". Trourled Term"s 604, "ilexender the
Great" .

-~000~-
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HAYGARTH

Heygerth, to some extent, wes Wycliffe reborn, with some of the
cheracters reincarneted es juniors egein. In place of Jack Jackson,
Doneld MecDonald, end Devid Davies, were Jimmy Meckworth, Duncen VNecleod
e¢nd Terry McKeon, who beceme known es "The Three Macsg", For some reeson
there was no Irish boy to teke the plece of Petrick O'Here, Later,
however, ceme Mechliwelle Khan, of Wajhkerst, who beceme the Fourth Mec.
He, however, never beceme such & strong cherscter es Beiram Sinhji of
Wycliffe.

The captain of the school in the beginning wes Hallemore, the river
the Hey, the neerby villoge Weybourne; there wes olso in the vicinity
Vienvee Wood, end the little merket town of Silbury.

But elthough the brckground was simller the stories were by no meens
carbon copies of the VWycliffe ones, end throughout they were interesting
end ebsorbing though mayke not quite so much so es those of the esrlier
school.

Insteed of the seven houses of Tycliffe, with the exception of the
School House named after mesters, there were four at Haygerth, North, Los{
South end "est. An innovetion, typicel of Juck North, wes thet the
dormitories were nemed after towne in the West country, Bristol, Exeter,
Bernsteple, etc. The Heed too wes quite different to the venerable,
dignified Dr. Anderson of Wycliffe. He wes the Rev. Arthur Dalton,
ethletic, oumprretively young, very similsr to Mr. Reilton, of St.Jim's.
He wes married and with them lived his wife's sister, Molly Iyle, & girl
of considerable charm who pleyed quite o part in the stories, and Wetween
whom and Jimmy Mackworth there was & firiendship on Cousin Tthel - George
Figgins lines.

The 'iycliffe stories in Pluck by the way hed been illustrated by
Leonard Shields; for the Heygerth ones "erwick Reynolds took over.. An
eypert, I believe, would declere thet Reynolds wes o better ertist then
Shields, but to me, a novice on the art, Shields wes the more attractive
of the two.

After the Heygerth stories hed been running some time there ceme &
new boy who was destined to pley en importent pert, the Hon. Cleude
Ferringe, who wes the exect double of Jimmy Meckworth in eppesrance, but
in his early deys at the school very different in disposition, o hsughty,
supercilious cherecter, elweys kicking egrinst suthority. Except in
caeses of twins you don't often come across doubles in real 1life, but they
ere very convenient in fiction end have been used frequently. Hemiltonier
lmow of @ cese or two. Jeck North, however, succeeded in playing up the

sygerth instence skilfully, and efter meny complicortions sunny-temperecd
Jimmy Meckworth end the heughty Honourable Clsude become firm friends.

In the reslms of school fiction men have been known, not infrequentl)
to come to en untimely end, but not often hes e schoolboy been known to
die. There were instences, of course, in Deon Terrar's "Eric" snd
St . Winifred's of long ego, but those stories were out of the usuel. In
that with which we ere more concerned, John Nix Pentelow, in that senti-
mental way of his, had o tendency to bring o cherocter's life to en end
early in life. He, of course, is held resnonsible for the deeth of
Lrthur Courteney of Greyfriers in thet Megnet story "A Very Gellent
Gentleman", end in the C.D. some time sgo I releted how Dengerfield of

-
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Wycliffe met sn esrly desth. There wes ¢ third instence in the Hoygerth
stories, when ¢ junior nemed Marpole died after being badly injured by e
trein,

Merpole, I don't think his Christien n:me wes ever mentioned, wos
not & very pleesent youth. Jack North described him thus:

‘Merpole wes o lerge youth for the Fourth. He wes rlso & pimply
youth, =nd he dressed in the most excrucieting woy, weering ties in
which herdly enother Heygerth fellow would have been seen dead.

He looked the complete lout,

He wes not one of the Woys who reformed but remerined en unplessant
cheracter until the day he died. yet no doubt the youthful reader would
wipe en eye for him when Jeck North wrote his epiteph. .

Well, the boys of Heygerth, like those of Wycliffe, grew up, then o
hard-heerted editor, according to John Nix Pentelow, decreed thet the
stories had hod their dey.

Here are the titles, those from 'Pluck' incomplete,

"Pluck" No.276, "The Heed's Commend"s; 279. "The Ghost Hunters";
280, "The New Fellow"; 283, "The Stolen Cup"s; 284, "The Fight for Two
Cups™; 285, "For the Honour of the House'

Boys' Friend Librery (lst Series) No.166, "The Heygarth Detective";
207, "The Fifth Form ot Heygerth"; 518, "Moxon's Feg"; 573, "The Three
Mecs"; 576, The Feud in est Housey; 670, "The Fourth Mee"s 674, "Jimmy
Meok, Detective'"; 678, "Friends ot Lest"s 684, "The Kidnappers"

686, "The Hoygerth Cerevenners"; 692, "Jimmy Meck's Double"; 721, "The
Leader of the Fourth"; 752, "The Sixth Form ot Heygerth; 756, "The
Berring Out ot Heygerth'"; 2nd Series, 16, "The Rotter of the Fourth's
34 M Jimmy Meck, Minor."

~000~

CLIVEDEN

The Cliveden stories, written by Cherles Hemilton under his ectual
name. had quite a good run in the "Boys' Hereld" but only appcered et
intervels. 'hen they first sterted I em uneble to say, but Cliveden wes
on the scene before Greyfriars, for one story I have before me, ccrteinly
not the first, is deted February 15, 1908, en issue which heralds the
coming of the Mecgnet. They were, too, running s lete o8 September 18,
1909, so over thetpericd on some oceesions et enyrete, the industrious
author was writing three school stories ¢ week, s he did later when
Rookwood was “orn.

These Cliveden yerns ere probebly unknovm to the greet majority of
present dey students of Hemilton lore, nevertheless, they were typicel
stories of their kind end well worth = review. They ran to ebout 8,000
words, short when compared with o St.Jim's or Greyfriars yern, thcrefore
there wes not much scope for charscterisetion or plot. The motive then
was humour erising from rivelry between vorious foctions, in the menner
of St.Jim's School House against New House.

Thus we find in "The Cliveden Velentines" (Februery 15, 1908) that
Lincoln G. Poindexter, ¢ newcomer to the school, has taken over the
leedership of Study 4, the other occupents of which ere Dicky Neville end
Mic s &énd known es the Cliveden Combine. 'Tis cosy to guess from
which/Poindexter hsiled, but he wes & very differcnt youth to one
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Fisher T. Fish who arrived et Greyfriars sometime later.

The deadly rivals of the Cliveden Combine were a couple of red-
heads, Pankhurst and Price, of Study 10, and designated the 01d Firm.
From the copies in my possession I am unable to discover their Christian
names .

Talking of Fish I see there was a boy of that name at Cliveden, but
he was described as "the fettest junior in the Fourth". He was also
alweys in the vicinity when there was any food sbout.

Other names with & familier ring were Gatty end Greene.

Trevelyan was the ceptain of the school. Mr. Lanyon, a venerable
looking gentleman with & beerd was the master of the Fourth and M. Frique
the French master. One Philpot was the cad of the Form, end the stories
were illustrated by L. H. Clerke.

The stories passed into oblivion decades ago even though they were
very little different to those of the esrly St.Jim's days. Published
in similer surroundings Cliveden might heve become as famous as the home
of Tom Merry & Cc.

ST, NINIAN'S -

The stories of St.Ninien's are of particular interest, of course,
for the reason that it was the femous Nipper's first school and one where
he had meny adventures years before St.Frenk's took him into its fold.
Mexwell Scott, who created Nelson Lee and Nipper, wrote the St.Ninien's
stories,for the Greys Imn Roed detective end his pupil were ovmed by him
in those days. ‘

- First came "Nipper's Schooldays" in the Boys' Herald in 1905. Others
were "The Ceptain of St.Ninien's" end "Nipper of St.Ninian's (Boys Friend
end "The Fighting Fifth" which started in the Boys' Realm ipril 6, 1907.
another serial, reelly e detective one but in which the school played & *
prominent part wes "Detective-Werder Nelson Lee" in the Boys' Friend.

I shall have to rely upon "The Fighting Fifth" for deteils; fortu-
nately it contains & good few. TFor instance, we learn that St.Ninian's
was in Sussex (a popular county for flctltlous schools) and was on the
banks of the River Dene.

In the first instelment of "The Fighting Fifth" the reader was told,
in that precise manner so charecteristic of Maxwell Scott, thet the boys
on the opening of & new term left London Bridge at five minutes past
twelve and errived at Eestbourne et 2.23, There they chenged into the
Cléeveden train, the stétion nearest the school.

It mey be news to ell except @ few veteran admirers of Mexwell Scott
that Nelson Lee in those days had two wards, Nipper and Dick Sterling.
The letter in similer circumstences to Nipper had been found in humble
surroundings but proved to be the heir to one of the richest estetes in
Englend. [ third boy, Sir Robert Arkle, =lsc the central figure in en
earlier Nelson Lee serial, znd a fet youth named Wagsteffe were the
shining lights of the Lower Fifth.

St.Ninien's had three houses, Mr. Rent's, Mr. Jermen's, #nd the
School House, nick-nemed the Renters, the Germs, and the Coolies respec-
tively. The headmester was Dr. Shuttleworth, irreverently known es old
Shuttlecock,

It is worthy of note too, that in the vicinity therc were two other
schools, Cleveden Royel Gremmar School, end Cambridge Housé Collegiate
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School for Young Gentlewomen ('twes 1907 remember when shorts on feminine
lower limbs were unheard of ). There wes intense rivalry between St.Ninig
end the Gremmar School needless to s2y. The Gremmer School was presided
over by Mr. Stuart-Unwin, or disrespectfully Stewed Onions.

Four miles swey from St.Ninisn's wes Griystones Conveet Prison, a
grim plece in the days when prisons lived up to their names, and which
played e pert in most of the St.Ninien's stories.

"The Fighting Fifth" centred round Prince Chota Lel Nath Chondre Desg
a new boy whom the boys quickly decide to cell "Lal". In one way, 2nd
one way only, he wes like Billy Bunter (2t the time unheerd of) for he wad
a ventriloquist; in eddition 2 clover conjurer. The excitement was
provided by the plotting of o distent relativc, Golsb Singh, who hed
embitions to become the Rejeh of Tenjore.

Other interesting points gleaned from this story end odd instalments
of "Phe Ceptein of St.Winien's" (1906) snd "Wipper of St.Niniens" (1912)
gre that the school wes quite near the sea znd Cleveden Bey, snd that
peverel smell islends dotted the River Dene, the largest of which wes
Jungle Islend whereon the boys found many edventures end trouble from
gemekeepers. Morcover in "The Centein of St.Niniens" e Cliff House is
introduced. This Cliff House, however, was no place for pretty school-
girls, instecad one of sinister heppenings in which the ceptein of the
school, a mysterious master, #nd & Colonel Cobb played e part. And, in
"Nipper of St.Niniens" there is quite 2 lot about "Nipper's Weekly", a
publication which seemed to csuse quite os much trouble #s "Tom llerry's
Weekly" which would ®e epre ering ebout the same time.,

The school porter, I find, was Barncy McGuire who seemed to be e
somewhat more geniecl cherecter then the guardiens of the getes ot Greyfriq
end St.Jims.

The opening chepter of "Nipper of St.Ninisns" told the reader that
"the lecader of the five wes the ever femous Nipper, who at this time wes
completing his educetion et St.iinicns."

Completing his educction, indeed! Poor Mexwell Scott little thought
thet yeers leter his beloved Nipper would errive ot the school of St.Fre
where he would sojourn for fer longer then he had stoyed et St.Ninions,
ond that St.Frenks would be remcmbered long efter he himself was deed, enq
the school he had crested forgotten cxcept by # very few. Strenge,
sometimes sed, is the history of schoolboy fiction.

St.Niniens stories in the Boys' Friend Librery (lst series) No.lT71,
"Nipper's Schooldeys'"s 474, "The Fighting Fifth"s 530, "Detective-
Werder Nelson Lee. : ,

-000~-

SLAPTON

The stories of Slapton School were written by John Finnemore, en
euthor who could to edventege have been employed more frequently by the
publishers of boys!' weeklics, for he certsinly could write o good yern.
Those of Slepton sppeered I believe only in the "Boys' Realm", thcugh
pessibly there may heve been reprints.

Two of the scriels were "His First Tcrm" snd "Teddy Lester in the
Fifth", #nd therc were £lso ¢ series of complete stories, cntitled
"Stories of Slepton School". Leading chrrecters were Teddy Lester,
Tom Sendys end Lrthur Digby, whilst in "His First Term" a Jeosnese boy

ns
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Ito Negeo. wzs introduced. In those deys round ebout 1906, it must be
remembered thet we tslked of gellant little Japen which hed brevely
fought the Russien Besr, in consequence J#zps in stories were always shown
in a fevoureble light. So little Ito ceme to Slepton, ond was soon e
greet favourite. He was #lso cepeble of nll sorts of strenge tricks,
much to the discomfort of one Birling. gencrelly known es "Thce Iubber",
end others of his kind.

An unusuel feeture ebout Slapton wes that they pleycd Rugger instead
of Soccer, #nd the stories conteined some very good descriptions of gemed
under the hendling code. i

The usuel village wes Oekford, but it cppeers to heve been three
miles from the school. There was glso, of course, a river, but I heve
been unable to trece its neme,

Dr. Bolshew wes the Heedmaster end one of the masters Iir. Jeynes.

In "His Pirst Term" the boys got into conflict with Sir Jeasper
Popham, @ locel lendowner, but they leter became greet friends.

It is intecresting to note thet not long ego the Slepton stories werd
rc-published in several wolumes of excellent =npe erence by Letimer House,
Tudgete Hill., Collectors who have seen them were quite impresscd, end
epperently the stories heve stood the test of time. It is something
unusual for scriels which appeered in o boys' weekly to be given the
dignity of stiff covers over forty yecers leter.

—-000-
CAILCROFT

The Calcroft stories were written by Sidney Drew. There were not
e greet meny of them, but they were spreed over o period of ebout twenty
yeers. The first, a seriel, "Kings of Caleroft" started just before thé
end of the 3d. series Boys' Friend in 1901. Another wes "Steunch Chums
at Celeroft" in the "Boys' Herseld" in 1905, #nd enother "For Feme end F@%e",
Boys'! Reelm, 1907. There werc probebly other seriels end the school
certeinly ceme to lifec egein in e series of complste stories in the
Mervel round ebout 1920. And, sometime & little cerlier Sexton Bleke
end Tinker hed some zdventures there.

As was usual with Sidney Drew's school stories, those of Celer ft
were meinly robust, slepstick humour, with occesionally o spesm of
adventure cnd e slight touch of sentiment. The humour depended upon
the old stend-by, rivelry between the juniors. At Coleroft, too, it wes
snother cese of time stending still where most of the mein leading
cherecters were concerned.

Lionel Fene wes the leeder of one fection of the Celeroft Third,
end supporting him were Menners (nicknemed The Corpse), Pye cnd Bindley.
So fer as "Kings of Celcroft" wes concerned the opposition wes led by
Hercld Hilwerd, backed by Heik, Scrgent end Raffel. Fene end his men
invariebly h:cd the best of it. :

Tn "Steunch Chums et Celeroft" Hilwerd hed gone end @ new boy celled
Brendeth, one of those deceptively engelic-looking, butter wouldn't melt
in hie mouth type, took his plece, meking e worthy foe for Fene.

The village bore the same neme &8s the school #nd wes ncar the seéf,
end egein there wes the river <o eneble someonc's 1life tc be seved.

"For Feme end Fene" brought two more new boys, Remondre Jrput Jel,
who joined up with Fene & Co., ¢nd .ilphonse de Bompet, who wes teken up
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by the rivel cemp. imong the 500 boys of Ccleroft there were #2lso @
ccuple of Jepe £nd & Turk.

Sidney Drew wes fond of curious names for some of his cheracters,
Tenks end Tooter, for instence, cld selts ond servents of !dmirel Sir
Blrke Berbery. There wes £lso e lMr. Peddle. " mester who wes often
in trouble wes Mr. Pycroft.

The Calecroft stories hed their supnorters, but I cennot say they
ever left me longing for the next instalment.

-00c-

Well, there, sketchily, ere » few of the schools which figured
prominently in the golden yeers of boys' weeklies. There were hundreds
more for in those deys no peper devoted to serisls would heve dreemed of
eppeering without one concerning the world of school. There wes
Renthorpe, for instence, 2 kind of twin to Celcroft end sbout which three
sericls for recrscns were written by Sidney Drew. "Rivels of isnthorpe'
and "The Leds of Lengton's House" (Big Budget) #nd "That Terrible Term"
(Boys' Lecder).

Then meny old-timers will have heppy memories of Specs. ' Co ('Specsf
wes £ demure-looking youth celled Teddy “/ickfield) which #-pearéd in
Pluck ot the seme time as the St.Jim's end "/ycliffe stories end concerned
Lyncroft Scheol. They were written by H. Clerke Hook, son of the more
femous S. Clerke Hook.

b /. shorter series in those deys when "Pluck" wes ot its best told of
Brien Donoghue of Greystoke. They were written by Lewis Hockley &nd
were fine stuff.

Of the schools which mede 2 fleeting evwpesrance in just one seriel
(or in 2 few instences two) #nd heerd of no more, one could fill peges
end peges. Therc wes the long iine with the theme of the , in the
beginning, persecuted working-cless oy sent to ¢ greet public school.
To neme & few 2t remdom: "Shunned by the Schcol"s "The School .g:inst
Him"s end "The Snobs of the Schcol"; =11 by Henry St.John in the Boys'
Friend; "Berred by the School" ny Mertin Shew (Boys' Reelm); 'The Drudge
of Dreycott School" (Boys' Friend) by Henry T. Johnson, e#nd "Despised by the
School" (Boys' Herald) written by .ndrew Grey.

Other grand ysrns which come crowding to mind quicker then I cen
write were peerless Drvid Gouodwin's "Forester of St.Osyth's (Boys' Reslm)
"Phe Terror of the Remove's; "The Ced of St.Corton'sy end"Smythe the
Cortonien"s; oll in the Boys! Hersld. More by thst prolific school
story writer, Henry St.Jchn in "The Defence of Dsmescliffe's '"«ingswell
College" (Boys' Friend) smd "The Millioneire's Son" in the Boys' Reelm.
!nd, one must not forget those two fine stcries by Cherles Henilten in
Pluck - "The Rivels of St.Kit's" end "The Secret of St.iinifred's".

So fer in this lengthy review I heve confined myself (with the sole
exception of the Renthorpe stories) to those which eppeered in the
lmelgemeted Sress pepers. This becruse I knew them best. But dhere
were, cf ccurse, legions of others, douzens in "Chums" slone during its
long life, to sey nothing of the B.0.P. snd the Victorien pepers like
"Boys of Englend" ¢nd the "Boys' ";orld".

The Aldine Co. did not specielise in school stories, but there were
some in their Diemond Librery including Kettle & Co. end on. recells
"Tom Brooke of Beycliffe' end "The Berring-Out ot Beycliffe" by
.lec G, Peerson in "True Blue".

=
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Jemes Henderson's Nugget Librery hed its Tufty & Co. end Trepps,
Holmes & Co. geve Teffy Llewelyn & Co, of Blockminster School, & short
run in the Venguerd. Conspicuous in Hulton's "Boys' Megezing" for quitﬁ
e time vere the boys of St.Gideon's,

lnd, oh yes, there wes thet unique story "The School Bell" by
John Edmund Fordwych in "Chips", unique beceuse it wes she only one on
record written round e humble boerd school.

Schools! Schools! 1legions of them., They heve £11 pessed into
the shedows now, but to the elder generetion heppy memories remein. The
stories were not great litersture but what metter thet. Thoy geve us @
heelthy thrill for en honest penny, end heppily ewaiting the next
instelment. '

GREYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUAL
NOTES:

A 1list of the long and short stories by Charles Hamil-
ton and E,S,Brooks which appeared in this Annual during its
run from 1920 to 1941 inclusive, compiled with the assist-
ance of several collectors including Messrs,Wilson, McFar-
lane, Corbett, Vosper, Thompson and Shaw., This book was
originally entitled "THE HOLIDAY ANNUAL" but in 1921 the
word "GREYFRIARS" was added., The price from 1920 to 1933
inclusive was 68,04 per volume and from 1934 to 1941 in-
clusive 58.0d per volume, Several stories were reprints
from the "MAGNET" and the "GEM" as shown.

2

1920:;

Greyfriars,. A Cliff House Comedy .. A3 &%
Greyfriars. . Against All Comers §ia S A

Greyfriars.. Billy Bunter's Bike .. .
Greyfriars. . Fighting for His Honour % 4 A -
’ (Reprint of Magnet No,175 - Driven from Sch-

ool; also reprint of No,174 - A Schoolboy's

Honour), Ja &4 b
Greyfriars,, Ructions at Greyfriars. i
Rookwood ., Ricals of Rookwood School ,.
8t, Jim's .. The Wandering Schoolboy
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1921:

Greyfriars.. A Night Alarm S o e & . $
Greyfriars.. Billy Bunter's Butler.. " - b %
Greyfria'rs. . My Tour of Greyfriars.. i s i 3
Rookwood .. Jimmy Silver's Rival .. 3 o 1 H

St, Jim's .. All Gussy's Fault, i e 3 - e
St, Jim's .. The Master's Secret - or How Tom Merry came
to St. Jim's, (Reprint of 4d Gem No,1l, Tom
Merry at St. Jim's; also No,1l3, Tom Merry's
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The Roamings of the Rio Kid

By Eric Fayne

The Rio Kid joined the "POPULAR" in the first month of the yeer
1928, The stories of the Boy Outlew of the Rio Grande were the only
ones which were new in the whole history of this paper whose peges were
alweys devoted to the re-prints of pest successes.

Not only was the Kid & new charecter,- he wes unique. Western yarns
or western films probably do not enjoy & greet popularity in this country|
The mein thing to be seid in their fevour is thet they ere cleen,- sex
never reers its ugly heed in the Wild West, epperently.

But I think thet meny herdened enti-Westermers must heve been con-
verted by the Kid. Not that there have ever been,- either before or
since,~ any Western yarns of the sesme tingling quelity as those of the
Boy Outlaw, or eny Western cheracter of the seme subtle cherm as the Rio
Kid.

For these stories reng true. They were geogrephicelly exact to the
lest deteil; the cherscters livedy there wes never a felse moment with
the dielogue; the lezy Spenish atmosphure of Texes wee blended right
into the heert of the stories. Every single story in the entire series
had en originel plot which wes skilfully developed under the hot Western
sunshine. A reeder felt thet they were written by some cowboy who hed
,  wendered swey from the renges,- some puncher who hed dropped his leriet
and teken up the pen.

RALPH REDWLY

It is rother remerkable thet there were so meny reeders who did not
realise thet Mertin Clifford wes Frenk Richerds, snd thet Fronk Richerds
wes Owen Conquest, end that e1l were Cherles Hemilton who hed written
the eerly St.Jim's teles in PLUCK.

But the Rio Kid wes & cherscter espert. The stories werc gems
without perellel.

The Ceder Creek teles, delightful though they were, hed en Tnglish
flevour. Tven some of the plots had their counterperts ot St.Jim's
end Greyfriers. When Jimmy Silver, or Tom Merry, or the Bounder went
to the Wild West the Inglish flevour was olweys there. The scene was
like thet set on an English theatre stege; the dielogue secemed to be on
Englishmen's idca of how cowboys would telk.

But the Rio Kid was reel, The dislogue wes recel. The rolling
preiries end the wide rivers were reol.

When I lcerned thet Relph Redwey was nonc other then our old friend,
Cherles Hemilton, I hed the surprisec of my life, end my edmiretion for
this amazing writer reeched its zenith. IMuch hes been written of the
genius of Charles Hemilton. His greetest genius is to be found in the
Rio Kid stories, which not even £ keen student of his work could trece
to the pen of an Englishmen who heos never visited Americe.

THE BEGINNING THAT WaSN'T

The Rio Kid first spperred in the POPUL/R dated Jenuery 21st 1928,
end numbcred 469. The Kid wes then sn outlew. He had been kicked out
of the Double Ber Rench et Frio by Rencher Dewney for some crime which
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he denied.” Thet hoc wes supposed to heve done We Wwere nover really told.
But he wes innocent. We were :ssured of that, Something seemed to be
missing here, It wes es if a few stories had been omitted at the com-
mencement of ¢ series.

We were never told his actual age He wes celled the "Boy" outlaw,
but the term "boy" cen cover ¢ multitude of sins ond en sssortment of
ages, From @ close study of the stories, it cen be essumed thet he wes
something just under twenty. -

His neme? Wec never reelly knew. As the scries went on, he celled
himself Xid Cerfex, but ¢s the Kid himsclf often seid, people cell them-
selves by meny nemes in the Wild Vest.

His grey musteng,— &s breve es the Kid himself,- was Sidekicker.

The Kid was something of # dendy in his dress., He clways wore ¢ band
of silver nuggets round his hot, end the neck scerf wes of pure silk.
But he carried two welnut-butted guns in low holsters ot his side, and
we knew of the 1little Derringer pistol which hc slweys hed in his pocket.

Dark end desperate were the teles told of the Rio Kid, through all
the cattle country slong the Rio Grende #nd the Pecos. Boy in yeers,
hord-bitten men in e11 clse, cool end dering snd desperete, quicker on
the drew then eny puncher on the ranges, or eny gunmen of the river cemps g4
the Kid's lifc had been & teleof denger £nd hezord cver since the dey
when he had pulled out from the Double Ber rnd become en outerst.

Thaet wes how Relph Redwey introduced us to his new cherscter who wes
to grece the peges of the POPULAR for scversl years to come.

SOUTH TEX.AS

The series opened in South Texes, #nd we met Jeke Wetson, the Sheriff
of Frio, the town near the Double Ber Rench. He Pppeared from time to .,
time in the serics, on occasions when the Kid's trevels took him towerds
his o0ld home. -

THE TRAIL OF THE KID

The Kid's wenderings took him from Texss to Mexicos thence to
Lrizonag on to Nevades into Wyomings through the foothills of the
Rockiesy to New Mexico. He ceame trailing back to Texes, visited
Mexico egein, and finally reached Hollywood. Some of the stories, four-
chepter effoirs, blended together into one scries; others were single
stories, end many of them were delightful. Of the single storics, in
which the plot wes complete in one issue, onc of the best was "The Bully
of Salt Lick", in which the Kid took on Jeff Bleke, gunmen and Bully, ond
saved the life of a plucky youngster who wes no metch for the brute.

LLANO TST.C.ADO

Some of the cerly yrrns were set on the Lleno Estecado. 4 strenge
neme for & strenge lemd, expleined Relph R dway. geogrophicslly cccurete
o8 always. In the old deys, when the Spenierds hcld 211 the wild South
West, @ treil hed run ecross the high teble-lend, from Tuxas to Sente Fe
in New Mexico, but eend #nd dust blotted out the trock, end whitened bones
in the desert told wherc trevellers hed lost their wey. nd then grest
wooden stekes hed becn set up at reguler intervels to merk the treil.
Long since hed the stekes rotted awey,- venished, like the Spenish con-
querors who hsd set them up. But the neme remeincd. The Steked Plein,
or Lleno Hstecado,in the musicel tongue of the old conquerors.
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GOID

In Mey 1928 ceme the most brillient scries in # brillient series.
The Kid beceme possessor of o gold-mine in Arizons. He tried to work
the Gembusino mine et Los Pinos, but found himself in conflict with the
big mining compeny, the Arizone Consolideted, who- tried every underhend
device to meke him give up his mine. Finelly, the Kid blew up his own
minc, with the #id of Reiny Fece, the Apeche Indienm.

But, with the eid of Reiny Fece, the Kid ceptured Eli Robinson, the
president of the Consolideted, s#nd, under the threet of being left to the
tender mercies of the ’peches, Robinson pzid onc hundred thousend dollers
for the wreck of the mine, This secries ren to eight storics,and it wes
the very best of £11 the teles of the Kid, which is seying ¢ mouthful,

s the Kid himself would heve seid. In pessing, this scries wes re-
published in the Boys' Friend Librory under the title "The Rio Kid's
Gold Mine."

NEV.D.y

The Kid, with his wezlth in his pocket, went north of the Grend
Cenyon of the Colorado, heeding for Nevede. Here, he fell in love, and
even thought of settling dowvm with o wife. Fortunately for rcaders,
Miss Jenet's fience turned up, #nd the Kid turned out on the treil once
agein,

THE SP.RSHOTTS

By mid-July - 1928, the Kid wes in Montens with the intention of
hitting the sheep country. The Kid, like every true cowmen, heted sheep
end all they stood for — the berbed-wire fences snd the caten-up renge.
In his own country of Texes he hed scen meny ¢ wide Lleno, once & see of
tossing horns, turned into en oceen of woolly brcks. But hurs, in
Wyoming, it wes not his country, #nd if they reised sheep it wes no
business of his, But the Kid soon found himself mixed up in o dispute
between cowmen end sheepmen, with the Sterbuck bunch. A thrilling
series which ren through .ugust.

TRLILING B.CK

Meeting thrilling edventures all the wey, the Kid ceme treiling beck,
through the Rockies and New Mexico, into Texes.

The shining weters of the Rio Frio snd the green rolling pleins of
Texes called to the Rio Kid —- and slthough there were countless cnemies
weiting him there, the Kid treiled beck to his own country. There, in
Frio, the Kid found that there was & Thousend Dollers rewerd for his
cepture, deed or clive.

Now c:ue & brilliant set of stories, in whigh Chief Meny Ponics
foatured, There hed been ¢ time when the old Apeche's n2me hed eccorded
with his estate. .\ chief, the son of a chief, he had owned meny ponies|
meny buffalo robes, end meny braves hed followed him on the wer treil.
The old hunting-grounds of Chicf Many Ponies wore ranch lands now., Yhere
his breves hed ridden in wer-peint snd feathers, the cowboy punchers
rode the renge; long-horned cows grazed where countless buffeloes hed
rosmed., Chicf Meny Ponies, now e vegrent outcest. fell foul of Sheriff
Wotson of Frio, end, in revenge, bound the Sheriff, like Mezepps. to the
back of & horse which he turned edrift in the desert. The Kid went
efter the Sheriff, end ofter meny bresthless cdventures, rescued his
enemy. .. megnificent estern series.

(21)



THE RIO KID'S CHRISTM.S '

' There wes rein in the Hueces — winter rein - ond bitter wind., On
thet stormy eve of Christmes the boy outlaw of the Rio Grende wes e herd
cese, - The Kid came on a '"nester's" shack, - e ncster being e scttler,
eoperently,- end the Kid rode forty miles to Cow Crossing, by thc wildest
énd herdest trail in the West of Texss, to fetch Doc Pigeon to the Nesterts
sick wife. He left the Doec et the shack on Christmes morning, with 500

~dollers es a gift for the sick woman.,

That night, in o fer cenyon of the lonely Hucces, es the dusk of
Christmes faded into night, the sters ceme out of & velvety sky, end
glimmered down on the Rio Kid, rolled in his blenkets, slceping perce-
fully es & child.

THE KID AT SEA

The Kid hed now been in the POPUL.R for exsctly e yeer, end he begen
his second ycar es # puncher on the Sempson rench in the Sen Pedro country
e hundred mites from Frio end Sheriff etson. From here, the Kid was
shengheied, beceme o seilor, wes seasick, #nd hed & hard time from the
rope's end, before he evintuelly turned the tadles on the villeinous
Caeptein Shack.

TRLILING ON

Through the spring c¢nd early summer of 1929, mesterpiece followed
masterpiece, es the Kid, beck in Mexico, starred in sdventure softer nd-
venture. By mid-Summer he was back in Texes, end we found him, once
egein befriended by Chief Meny Ponics, ectuslly joining the Apache bend,
to escepe from Mule Kick Hell of the Texes Rengers. Thet o superb film
this greet story would have made, with its cowboys snd Injuns end Texes '
Rengers.

THE Lazy "o"

In the sutwm, the Kid bought the Lezy "O" rench, snd in nine power-
ful stories we were told how he tried to lead the pceceful and lew-
ebiding life of & rencher. And when the Kid at lost hed to teke the
treil sgein, owing to the persistence of the Texass Rangers, the boss geve
the rench to his “bunch". Fer eway from the Lazy 0, @ rider in goatskin
chaps, with & band of silver nigsets round his Stetson end two long-
barrelled welnut-butted guns in his holsters, rode a treil in the
chaparrel. The Rio Kid, rencher no longer, once more thc outlew of the
Rio Grende. \

CHRISTM.S AGAIN

It wes bitter winter werther —- in meny e drift on the ronges
cattle froze, and up in the rugged Hueccesg the snow wes stecked in cvery
gully, end gulch, ~nd srroyo. It wes going to be @ herd Christmes in
the uplinds of the cow country,- snd it wes here thot the Rio Kid seved
the 1life of an old enemy, Mike Jedwin. This story, "Th. Treil in the
Snow", wes re-printed in e Holidey Annusl,

4 fortnight leter come "The Rio Kid's Christmas Gift", e story in
which the Kid plecyed Senta Cleus. A novel cnd fescinating story which
elso eppeared in e Holidey Annusl.,
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BLACK GEORGE
i eginning of January, 1930, exactly two ycars after the Kid

hed first .ppeered in the POPULiR, ceme the "Black George" serics, of e
negro bendit. He wes found afterwards to be e white men in disguise,

and six yarns pessed before the bendit wes brought to justice. This fine
telc <ppeered in the Hoys! Friend Librery.

YUBL DICK

In Mid-February, "The Rio Kid's New Pel" wes Yube Dick, sn inveterste
gambler. It wes en expensive frlendshio for the Kid but entertalning
for the reader.

MARCH 1930

"The Men from Montene" told of Colonel Senderson end: the sacrifice of
the Kid, who took on his own shoulders the blame for the crimec of the old
men's waywerd son.

APRIL 1930

By this time, the POPULAR wes in deep weters, but the Kid wes going
strong in e fine series of 2 white boy who hed been brought up smong the
IApache Indiens. The Kid wes now cerrying the POPUL.R on his owm shoulderT
for, the western story wes now the only item worth receding left in the
peper. But, with "The Rio Kid's Quest", which eppeared ot the end of
Lpril, the Kid left the POPULAR, o#nd one felt thot the end wes in sight
for that fine paper.

THE KID'S RETURN

But, at the =nd of July 1930, the Kid ceme back in o scries which
lested 13 weeks, in which he becemc Sheriff of Plug Hat, end had meny
adventures before he was driven back to the outlew treil. \

Fer eway from Plug Het, by a lonely treil, the Rio Kid rode the grey
musteng. Sheriff no longer. It h#d beegn @ good geme while it lasted,
but it wes over. But the Kid still hed his guns and his musteng, end o |
high hcert, end the world was before him. With these words, Relph Redwey
said good—bye to the Popular,

So, for three yesrs, frcm carly 1928:till the Putumn of 1930, the
Rio Kid rode the renges in the POPULAR. During thet time therc wes not
one week story in the entire series, end the mejority of them were brillien
The success of the Kid wes due to his carefree outlook on life, plus his
deecp humenity. Not to mention the musical quelity of the words used to
tell the stories,- the lilting phreses which hed the seme eppeel as the

lyrics of e song.

THE KID IN "MODERN BOY"

But that was nct quite the end. Exoctly seven yesrs loter, when
the Modern Boy wes losing the rrce in the populerity stekes, the Editor
ennounced thet "The Rio Kid Rides Agzin" wes to cppeer in thet femous
paper. So the Boy Outlew made his sppeerance once egein, end his brend
new sdventures were told week by week by R¢1ph Redway from September 1937
until Februery 1938 in "Mocdern Boy".

Llthough I have never considered theot this latest series was of the
same very high quelity which hed morked the Kid stories in the POPUL.R, -
end reading them ogein in preperetion for this erticle, I still feel the

% me about them,- they were, nevertheless, excellent yerns, ~nd nothing
etter cver nppeared in "Modern Boy", et leest.
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GOOD-BYE TO THE KID

Ib September 18th, 1937, in No.502 of thet peper, the Kid mcde his
bow in Modern Boy. The first scries, o long cne of 13 stories, told of
how he beceme foremen of the Lezy S rench et Leriet, end much excitement
preveiled before he was fleeing agein from Mule Kick Ho1ll of the Rengers.,

A second series, "The Rio Kid in Hollywcod" sterted in Nc.515, end
ren for 9 stories. The Kid wes out of his clement here. Judged by
the stenderd of the rest of the series, it wes dissppointing. So, on
February 12th, 1938, the Kid denerted,- for good this time, though not
for our geod. Modera Boy, @lready in deep wetors, snmounced a ccmplete
chenge of policy which mey be commented upon when thet peper is enalysed
some time,

WE MISS THE KID :

With the pessing of the Rio Kid, e gop wes left which has never beer
filled. Of their type, nothing better then these stories eppeered in
eny peper. Beceuse he played the leed in every story, end his chersotex
wes 80 consistenily meinteined by the unfeiling skill of » greet writer,
the Kid endeered himsclf to the reeder.

- VL a .

He beceme e personel fricnd. When we lost the Kid. I fclt thet I
should never agein meet & cheracter who could cherm the passing hours es
he could.

Lnd I never hevel

T ok hoofoSirud guovhgion, fhety hovipe Tecd, this fosoincting
stories will have & longing to do so. nd, for that metter, those who
knew him will probebly wish to renew ecqueintence. You mey find it
eoasier to get the stories published in the Boys!' Friend Library. Here
then, for your Benefit, is e 1ist of them. - H,L,)

Boys' Friend Librery, 2nd Series:- 266, The Rio Kid; 275, The Rio
Kid's Gold Mine; 283, The Rio Kid's Revenge; 306, The Rio Kid et Bay;
317, The Rio Kid's Enemy; 335, The Six-Gun Outlew; 356, The Rio Kid's
Returny 370, The Rio Kid, Sherfff; 403, The Kid from Texasy 471, The
Outlew Kid; 487, The Rio Kid in Mexico; 566, The Rio Kid; 569, The
Rio Kid's Gold Mine; 578, The Outlew Renger; 585, The Rio Kid et Beys
59C, The Rio Kid's Enemy; 593, The Six-Gun Cutlaws 601, The Rio Kid's
Revenge; 606, The Rio Kid, Sheriff; 609, The Kid from Texes;

693, The Outlew Kid.

It will be seen that from No.566 the stories were reprints of the

eerlier cnes.

WANTED: "Sexton Blake Library", lst & 2nd Series only.
Serial Numbers and price required to IL,Packman, 27, Archdale
‘Road, East Dulwick, London, S,.E,22,

WANTED: All "Boys' Friends" and "Nelson Iees" - 1915 on-
wards, ILists to M, Johnson, 164, Amesbury Avenue, Streat-
ham Hill, London, S.W.2, e
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Stand & Deliver

By Charles Viright

The Highwaymen (end women) in general, and Dick Turpin in partlculaﬂ
seem to have played quite a large part in the history of boys' periodicals.
Prectically every publisher, well known or obscure, has had a finger in
the juicy &nd very cften bloodthirsty highweymen pie. I should think
Turpin alone has made more money for the purveyors of youthful literature
through the medium of his neme thay he ever made for himself by lifting
purses and other trifles from the unfortunates on whom he bestowed his
nocturnel attentions. The highweymen were very mobile, usuelly owning
a very fleet horse, and after stopping the cumbersome coach and robbing
the ocoupants, were many miles away before the authorities could even be
informed. The lack of edequate benking systems often caused large sums
in gold tc be tramsported from place tou place through the medium of the
stage or private coach which was usuelly easy meat for the gentlemen of
the road.

What is the fascinetion of the Highwaymen to the youth of the last
120 yeers? Easy money? Picturesque clothes? The free eand easy life
of the roed? or the thrills and excit ement of their 1life? - Who cen say?
But whetever the reason, there is no doubt that e good meny fortunes have
been drawm one wey or enother from the pockets of the youthful edmirerers
of High Toby. The names themselves heve 2 certein fascination. Dick
Turpin, Cleude Duval, Sixteen String Jeck, Tyburn Dick, Swift Nick,
Ceptain Crimson etc. The ladies ere represented too with May Turpin,
Starlight Nell - Queen of the Highweymen, Gelloping Glorie Gale, etc.j
these are just @ few of the names that heve sppesred through the years.

The pclice of the period - the Bow Street Runners, seem tc heve bedh
used by the suthors tc supply & little comic relief here end there,
inveriably being portreyed es dense end stupid, but e study of the times
show us that in reality they did e good job of work, ss witness the great
number of highway gentry thet were caught and henged. The inns end
teverns were grest pleces for the highwaymen to gether information of
velueble cargoes to be trensported, and the ostlers were alweys treested
with greet generosity both for the information they pessed on end the
care they took of the horses which were the highweymen's most veluable
possession, end there is no doubt that e highweymen strended afoot for
eny length of time soon beceme & desd highweymen.

The highweymen were, asccording to the old "Bluods", alweys deshing
end hendsome, and as the old coloured ccvers will testify, alweys
dressed in superb clothes with hendsome silver-mounted pistols. “Thoever
heard of an ugly or shebby highweymen? Perish the thought, end when they
were eventually caught end lodged in Newgete they usuelly cut e fine
figure to the admiretion (or so we are told) of the other prisoncrs, end
the numerous visitors who used to come to sce this or thet famous knight
of the road who hed for so long becen 2 thorn in the side of euthority.
When the dey errived for them to pay their debt to the law the route from
Newgate to Tyburn was elways well guerded by troops to prevent & rescue
from his meny friends, end welled vendors usuclly did e thriving trade
in selling "His Lest Words" long before he even reached the scene of his

turning off.
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The peapers that published stories of the highweymen ere legion, end
we will remerk on some of them, and it will egppeer thet Dick Turpin is
the favourite. Numerous &s are the stories rcmerked cn here it is by
no means complete. : ;

In 1837 . H. Alnswérth published his "Rookwood" which hed Dick
Turpin as one of the centrel characters, often eppeering es Jack Palmer.
This work wes & success and would seem to heve set the fashion for the
spete of Highweymen publicetions that followed.

In 1840 eppeered "Dick Turpin", published by . Thos. White in 41
numbers, the suthor heing Henry Miles, ond in 1841 R. Mecdonald published
"Criminel Annels of Highweymen" in 35 numbors. In 1850 appeered a 12-
number issue of "Night Hewks of ILondon" or "The Noble Highwaymen end the
Miser's Deughter" published by the Newsegents Pub. Co. The title of
this work is elmost a story itself. 1851 sew "Cevntein Hewke the Gallend
Highweymen" in 66 Nos. end published by £. ILloyd. In 1853 E, Lloyd elsol
published in 162 Nos. "Peul Clifford" or "Hurrsh for the Roed"; In 18564
e version of "Dick Turpin's Ride to York" wes published in 9 Nos. by
Geo. Purkess, and elso "Gentlemen Jock" or "Life on the Road" in 205 nos .
by E. Lloyd, snd "Claude Duvel the Deshing Highwaymen" in 202 nos.,, slsoi
by E. Lloyd. In 185A wes published by "m, Clerk "Dick Turpin", This
wes, I believe, ancvther version of the Dick Turpin published by TThite in
1840. 1860 sew "Turpin cnd Bess" published by E. Heed and sub-titled
"A Romence of the Road". The cover of Nou.l depicts Turpin leeping over o
toll gete much to the consternation of +the kceper, with a possé coming
¢long behind. Round sbout this period wes published "Sterlight Nell,
Queen of the Highwaymen" or the "Scarlet Riders of Hounslow Heath" by
the Temple Pub, Co. in 48 Nos. In 1862 H. Lea published "Nen Darrell
the Highweymen's Deughter" in 12 Nos. end Geo. Purkess issued "Captein
Macheeth" or the "Bold Highweymen" written by Monk Lewis in 27 Wos.,
Also in this year appeered "Toles of Highweymcn" by the Newsagents Pub.
Co. in 62 numbers end wes composed of three stories, "Ceptein Mecheath"
or "The Black Rider of Hounslow"; "Bleck Hugh" or "The Forty Thieves of
London" end "The Shedowless Rider" or "The Lesguc of the Cross of Blood",
Iy goodness, whet o pennorth for the lads of the sixtics! J. Dicks
followed in 1863 with "Nightshrde" or "Claude Duvel the Dashing Highwsqun"
which was completed in 60 numbers. The yeer 1864 saw the femous
"May Turpin" published by Newsegents Pub. Co. Only two numb.rs of this
work are known to exist snd were in the collcction of the lrte Barry Ono
Also this ycar sew "Tyburn Dick" or "Teke Me "Tho Darc" which was pub-
lished by the Hcgearth House. He was known os the Boy King of the
Highweymen #nd during the course of this publicetion a play was given
ewey to the readers depicting Dick Turpin's ride to York. Herrison this
yeor clso issued in 35 numbers "Gentleman Clifford" or "The Ledies'
Highwayman' :

In the yeer 1866 thc Newsagents Pub. Co. ceme up smiling with
"Moonlight Jeck King of the Road" in 30 numbers. The Hogarth House
also ron s & seriel "Ceptein Dick - King of the Rosd" in their "Boys of
Britein", This stody hed Dick Turpin es the principel cherecter. The
Newsegents Pub. Co. 2lso brought out the seme yeer in 19 numbers
"Bleck Hewke the Highweymen" snd the London Remence Co. weighed in with
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"Hounslow Heeth ond its Moonlight Riders" in 18 numbers, In 1867
eppeered emother of the Turpin clan, this time "Tom Turpin or Life on
the Road" published by Herrison in 55 numbers. The ycer 1868 was
memoreble for the commencement of Herrison's "Black Bess or the Knight
of the Roed" but at leest two other productions eppeered in that yecar:
"Sixteen String Jack, the Noble-Hearted Highweymen" in 19 numbers end
"Pom King eénd Jonothen ild or the Days of Young Jeck Sheppard' both thess
being published by L. Ritochie. It would eopear from the letter story
that the suthor hes mixed his periods somewhet, but this was quite o
common occurrence in 2 lot of these o0ld bloods, and the boys seemed to
meke no objection and eccepted it es inclusive for their penny.

" Black Bess' was published by Herrison end written by Edwerd Viles. It
is reputed to be the longest story in the English lenguoge, it is in 254
perts end ren to 2,028 pages and & greet part of it wes illustrated by
that fine ertist Robert Prowse, Senior. There was a2lso 2 sequel to this
monumental work. "The Black Highweymen'", the second series of Black Bess,
end it ren to 86 numbers and eppeared in 1874. Dick Turpin in "Black
Bess" is tesmed with Tom King, Jack Renn, better known of course &s
Sixteen String Jeck, eand Claude Duvel. This Duval is, by the way, o
nephew of the famous Cleude who danced the light fantastic with ¢ lady
whose coech he hed stopped. I must confess to heving waded through this
lot a couple of years ago end it seemed to me thet everything wes thrown
in., Turpin tekes unto himself o wife, the person being gently persuaded
to merry them by being placed on e barrel of gunpowder with & train of
powder leeding to it. The Lord Meyor &nd meny other notebilities ere
robbed, they heve fights with pirates end smugglers. They fight in the
Jecobite rebellion of 1745 - despite the fect that Turpin departed this
life in 1739. They find skeletons of murdered people in empty mensions
and are in end out of Newgate prison with monotcnous regulerity, #nd on
the rare occesions they do not escepe from the gaol they sre rescued en
route to Tyburn. At the end comes thc deeth of his wife Meud, end Tom
King, then the femous ride to York end the deeth of Bonny Black Bess, end
finelly his own cepture end deeth at York. Viles, the reputed suthor of
this story,waes only 33 years old when he died end wes at onec time the
editor of the "South London Press". There were many reprints of this
work end with eech succeeding issue the type, impression, end peper becamg
steadily worse. I have been told thet chunks of this story were lifted
end published £s & seriel in the Big Budget. (Correct.- H.L.)

1870 sew the publicetion of the Bluec Dwerf published by Hogerth Housg
the author being Percy B. St.John, This is the only work I have reed by
this author, but it is considered by his regular readers to be far below
his usuel level. Turpin, King end Sepathive the Blue Dwarf erc the mein
characters, they have innumereble edventures not only on their native '
heaths, so to spesk, but in Scotland end Irelend, end et one pcriod are
mixed up with Red Indiens in America. In one picture in this work Turpir
is rescuing e damsel from e terrible fire end Sepethive is under the
window on & ledder to receive the unconscious burden. And in enother
picture, the Dwerf is doing the rescuing end Turpin is a2t the receiving
end, so it would sppeer thet they took turn end turn ebout for the heroicj.

The Boys' Stendard No.208 (New Series) sterted o short serial celled
the "True Story of Dick Turpin the Famous Highweymen" in 1885, end in
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1886 "Rayner's Boys' Champion Peper" published the "Schooldays of Dick
Turpin'". "Ceaptein Mecheath the Highwaymen of e Century since" was issued
in 17 numbers in 1872 by F. Hextell., Publisher Charles Fox in 1878
brought out "Turnpike Dick" or the "Ster of the Rozd" which ran to 60
numbers, end in 1891 Messrs. Sully and Ford issued in 18 numbers
"Deshing Duval the Ladies' Highweymen",

Cherles Shurey in his "Comredes" Vols 2-3 in 1894 had Turpin as o
leading cheracter in e story celled '"Vild Dick".

In the present century the highweymen ccntinued their papularity,
but were somewhat diluted es it were. In April 1902 the Aldinc published
the first four numbers of their Dick Turpin Librery; with covers beesuti-
fully illustreted by Robert Prowse. In my humble opinion no finer
covers heve ever eppeered on a boys' periodicel. The mejority of the
182 numbers were written by Cherlton Lee, end the last sixty or so by
Stephen Agnew, two euthors with contrasting styles. In these books
there was quite a feithful band of essociates; Turpin the captein, with
Tom King as his right hend man, Pat o'Flynn es Irishmen with o brogue
one could cut with & knife, Sing Sang, ¢ chinece who possessed a fearsome
blunderbus which he affectionetely nemed "ILittle Billee" and os he wes
inclined to be trigger heppy it often did deadly work. Blueskin, Flick,
Beetles and Peters completed the team, the last two supplying the comic
element. Beetles the gigantic negro wes always quoting from the book of
deportment end politeness, end Jem Peters with fleming red whiskers wee
en ex Bow Street Runmer turmed highwaymen (shades of G. M. Plummer).
This librery finished in 1909 end wes followed by the Black Bess Library
which only lested for 18 numbers. The Aldine Cleude Duval Library was
also sterted in 1902, running to only 48 numbers in spite of the nice
Prowse illustrations end the introduction into the stories of Prince
Rupert, Judge Jefferies and Colonel Blood, and in 1906 they went into
the discerd. Some of these stories were subsequently reprinted in the
"Diamond Library". In 1908 the "Jester" hed about 12 stories of Dick
Turpin, end "Lot o'Fun" elso hed severel Turpin stories about 1909.

The eerly penny numbers of "Pluck" had o series of complete stories :
featuring both Dick Turpin end Clesude Duval. Between the years 1908-10

David Goodwin wrote as serials in the Boys' Herald "The Black Mosk" snd
"On Turpin's Highwey". The latter wes e reslly fine story and wes
reprinted I think in "Pluck", Boys' Friend 2nd Nelson Lee Iibraries. The
Boys' Friend Librery hed e few Highway stories, No.623 (1st series)
"Romance of the Roed" by Morton Pike, snd 201 (2nd series)"Dick Turpin's
Double" ¥y John Hunter. Morton Pike 2lso published "Ceptein Crimson"
in the second series end I think this ran 2s 2 serial called "The Red
Felcon" in Megnets Nos. 1279-1296. /

; The "Penny Vonder" in 1912 festured one of the ledies in & story
nemed "Galloping Gloria Gele Highweywomen end her wonderful bleck horse
Midnight". In the 1920's Geo. Newnes, who had appsrently obtained the
rights from the defunct Aldine Co., published the Dick Turpin Librery ot
3d which ran to 138 numbers end 2lso 2 small Black Bess Library at 2d,
which went to 18 numbers, end in 1921-22 came Newnes Black Bess Librery
(new series) which were Magnet size et 2d, but efter 38 numbers they
finished.
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The Boys' Megezine was also very fond of highweymen stories, mostly
about Dick Turpin. This peper,originested by E. Hulton, wes efterwerds
teken over by the Amelgemoted Press. There were of course countless
other stories over the years, even the Boys' Own Peper end Chums never
disdeined the Highweymen. The Aldine Boys' Librery, The Boys! Own
Librery hed Highweymen stories, and in 1904 the Union Jeck Christmes No.
conteined & long Highweyman storg, #nd even todey there is still e picturi
story in the "Sun" which hes been depicting the zdventures of Dick Turpin,
Moll Moonlight &nd Tom King for neerly two yeers, end in the 8d Monthly
Thriller Comics, severel Turpin picture stories have sppesred. And so
they go on over the yeers, in 2 milder form it is true, but the fescinestion
is still there in spite of this being an stom end jet ere. Perheps thet
is why they still have en eppeal - the quiet roeds, no telephones, no
wireless communicetions, only the clip-clap of the horse in the moonlight
and the commend to "stend end deliver".

(From Page 18) : GREYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUAL
Mistake; also No,14, The Master's Secret)..

St, Jim's ., Towser's Triumph.. o i o v E e

1922:

Greyfriars, . Billy Bunter's Cookery Class 2 :

Greyfriars, . Bunter and the Box o v

Greyfriars,. The Rivals of the Remove s
- Greyfriars. . Who was the Winner? 5
Rookwood .. Who did it?.. 154
St, Jim's .. Glyn's Greatest ..
St, Jim's ., To Save his Honour 2y % 51
(Reprint from Gem No,361 - The Call of the
Past; also No,362 Cast out from the School;
also No,363 - Loyal to the Last). L %

o o e ° ° e
°

8t. din's ., Iwo Heroes ,, .o ‘s o Ve % i
1923;

Greyfriars.. A False Alarm +% 2y o o ¢ !
Greyfriars,. A Shadow over Greyfriars .. .n e

Greyfriars,. Billy Bunter's Blunder. A eh
Greyfriars,. Billy Bunter's Midnight Adventure
Greyfriars,., Nugent Minors Iesson.., .. .. N
Rookwood .. The Mystery of the Priory .. W b s
Rookwood .. Tubby and the Tuck Hamper .. i Pt oy
St, Jim's .. Captain of St, Jim's ., e B b S
(Reprint of Gem No.317 - The New Captain;

i also No,318 - Captain Tom Merry). 8 S
St, Jim's ., Towser's Narrow Escape, 34 &5 &6 %

.

°

e e o
° o
L

° - ° °

(Continued Page 46)
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Curiodities in Magnet Titled

By Herbert Leckenby

Figures cre £ fag, thinks the benk clerk. But there are figures
end figures, some can be fascinating, #and I'm not thinking of feminine
ones - at the moment., No, whet I have in mind is o messive work, an
alphabetiogl list of Meguet titles, compiled by thet sce enthusiest,

Jim Southway. Browsing over it, it struck me it provided eny smount of
intriguing Greyfriers lore for worshipers et the shrine of Frenk Richerds
to ponder over. '

For instence, I calculete there's 504 instences where o boy hes the

- title to himself. In eddition there sre some "birds of passege" like
Tracy and Carter whom I have not taken into eccount.

Who comes out top of the poll? '/het an unnecessery question.
Bunter hes "sole rights" on no less then 195 occesions. Greedy Bunter!
And this does not include the meny occasions where Bunter is suggested
es in the instence of "The Venished Ventriloquist" (No. 875).

It is interesting to note that in the very early deys there ere
three instences where he is just "Billy", viz. No. 11, "Billy's Boom';
14, "Billy's Competition" and 20, "Billy's Treat"., The Christian neme
by itself mekes ell the difference end confirms what hes been seid before
thet the corpulent one wes in the begiming quite a different character
end even popular.

Two other numbers (514 end 1016) cech entitled "Bravo Bunter" suggesft
the Owl in & good light, so #lso "Bunier the Berevolent (1037), though
needlese to seay it was other people's money he wes spending. And that'J
gbout 211 the good one cen find 2bout him.,

For exemples of his meny feults we have, it goes without seying, fex
more choice. Twice (83 snd 1348) he wes "Bunter the Bully". 1562 told
of "Bunter the Bragger" and 1014 "Bunter the Bed Led". On three
occasions (1072, 1310 rm@ 1564) he wes up to something in "Bunter's Big
Bluff", end wey back in No.651 he wes working on more modest lines in
"Bunter's Bluff". It cen be teken for gronted he wes not on the side
of law e&nd order.

No.748 portrayed him es "Bunter the Crook" end 1376 es "Bunter the
Dodger". In 366 he wes "Bunter the Blede"; "Bunter the Crasher" in
1351, end "Bunter the Punter' in 568. He was in trouble in "Bunter's
Bolt (737). "Bunter's Barring-Out (802),elso Bunter's Berring-In" (957)
Neither did he scem to be heppy in "Bunter Gets the Boot" (1570) end
"Bunter on the Spot (1531). : '

Twice (1076 end 1l41) "Bunter Comes to Stey"; twice when it wes
mentioned in the titles thet is. There were many other occasions often
uninvited, ond elweys unwelcome, of coursc.

There wes excitement for the stout one in 1476, "Bunter Beats the
Gengsters"s 1091, "Bunter Big Geme Hunter"; Bunter the Lion Temer (148]1)
end 1020, "Bunter the Stoweway".

And there I think we will leave Bunter for the nonce.

Looking ot this record reminds one of a Perlismentery clection fight
where o1l the cendidates epert from the winner ere in denger of losing
their deposits, for the "runner up" hes only = modest 48 appeerances in
the titles. It's another humorcus cheracter like Bunter, conceited,
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not endowed with much brain, ¢ dud ot gemes, but in other weys quite
different. T/hom do you think it is? None other then Horace Coker!
That ceme rather es o surprise to me end I have not trken into account
No's 895 end 1324, "Aunt Judy Comes to Stey" and "funt Judy ot Greyfriers"
resnectively, wherein, no doubt, Coker pleyed o prominent part.

The Fifth-Former's conceit is indiceted in "Coker Tekes Control"
(1546)s "Tekes Commend" (1647); "The Reformer (1412); "Big Idee" (1547)
"The Detectives" (1302). He would anpeer to be esserting himsclf in
"Coker the Rebel (508 end 971); "Coker on the Warpath" (981); "Coker's
Conguest" (342 #nd 7003 1527, "Coker the Conqusror': end "Coker the |
Kidnepper" (1516). His generosity is shown in "The Coker Cup" (300)
end "The Coker Challenge Cup" (825).

Close behind Coker comes theat quixotic cherecter mixture of good
end bed -~ Herbert Vernon Smith, with 44 . In his cese I hove included
those titles which style him "Smithy" and the Bounder. You ncver knew
where you were with Smithy. Twice we wore told of "The Bounder's Folly"
(1260 end 1357) end twice of "The Bounder's Good Turn" (1012 end 1329).
1371 wes "The Bounder's Secrifice" =nd 1653 "The Bounder's Dupe"

Yes, o strenge, perplexing, deplorable, coursgeous, caddish,
gencrous cheracter "the Bounder", snd the history of Greyfriers would
htve heen much duller without him.

Next comes Herry "Therton with 38, thet is, where he holds the title
elone. If we add the instences where "end Co" is sdded the totel rises
to 50. Curious the cese of “herton. In the early days considecred the
principel cheracter, but leter pushed from the stege into the wings for
lengthy periods by the burly figure of Billy Bunter.

He wes generelly ecknowledged to be one of Frenk Richerds' best
drewn cherecters, no sttempt being medc to show him es 100 per cent
perfect. There were times when he was inclined to kick over the traces,
thus we find three stories entitled "Herry "Tharton's Downfell" (170,
885, 1251). Then there were 1287, "Herry "Therton Declares “Jer" end
"Herry Wherton's Feud (951).

Titles which were repested were "Horry “harton's Peril" (126 end
1104) and "Herry Wherton's Enemy (1261 ond 1424).

Who's next? L4 chcracter few, if eny, hzd = good word for, one
whom we hope wes not o typicel mcmber of God's own country, to wit,
Fisher T. Fish. On 15 occasions he hecld the headline. There were
others wherc he wes up to his tricks like "The Shylock of Greyfriers"
(1110 end 1327) end "The Schoolboy Moneylender (207 end 272), but we
will leave it ot thet.

Now & very different kind of fellow, prob»ably the most populer of
ell the dwellers in Greyfriers - happy-go-lucky Bob Cherry. He wes
only named on 13 occesions, but there werec meny other occasions, of
course¢ when he wes in the picture. And two of his stories were two of
the most femous in e11 the 1683 — "Bob Cherry in Scerch of His Fether
(179) end No.254, "Bob Cherry's Berring-Out". They were collectors!'
items long long sgo.

There wes one instance of a story title being revested, "Bob
Cherry's Sccret" (266 e¢nd 633). The cry "Bob Cherryl" cen somctimes
be heerd in tones of eletion as o sleek 1thoroughbred beering thet neme
fleshes first past the post, fer from the Greyfrisrs scene
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Tying with Bob with that alleged unlucky number 13 is dear old
Alonzo Todd. Where, oh where, could one find & greater contrast? Two
stories, Nos. 129 and 1345 told of "Alonzo the Grest". There were
geveral others referring to "The Duffer" which one cen take it concerned
the youth with the peculiar countenance.

Follows one of the "wed lads", Skinner, with 11, then going to the
other extreme, that charming fellow "Mauly" with a modest eight. On the
seme mark Hurree Singh, Tom Redwing, and the first senior to be mentioned,
bully Loder. Seven for T/ibley and enother who, though not of Greyfriars
cannot very well be left out - Ponsonby.

Then another exception to the rule - Wally Bunter. His score was
gix. The stories when therc was & decent and capeble Bunter at Greyfriars
for & time, to the astonishment of all the inhekitants, were so popular
that he must ®e in this record.

Modest Merk Linley was next with five, also Jimmy Vivian, followed
by a varied essortment scoring four - Johnny Bull, Peter Todd, Wingate,
and Tun Iung, end Bolsover Minor. Then on the three mark, sturdy Dick
Penfold elong with three "problem boys", Bolsover, Bulstrode and krnest
Levison, who though known best at St.Jim's wes first at Greyfriars and
returned for a time.

Now I can hear someone saying, "ihat absut Frank Nugent, who was at
Greyfriars before eny other memmer of the Famous Five". Well, try es 1
will, I cen only find two occasions where he was named - No0.223, "Frank
Nugent's Grest Wheeze" and "Frank Nugent's Folly (434). Tierly numbers,
you will observe, for as time went on, like Herry Menners of St.Jim's,
he did not assert himself except on odd occasions. TWith him on the two
merk are Dick Reke, Peter Hezeldene and Walker.

And those who took the stage for one appearance only were Blendell,”
Micky Desmond, Monty Newland, Nugent Minor, "Squiff", Snoop Dutton,
Dick Russell, Hoskins, and "un Lung Minor.

Well, that's all sbout personalities, but let's dig further into
this intriguing business. It would appear there was plenty of excitement
among those 1683 stories. For instance, I find there were thirty teles
commencing "The Mystery of —-" (three concerned Tharton Lodge, 1038, 1349
end 1610). If we add those containing "Mysterious" ,"Mystic'" and the lik+
we reach a total of 45. And 23 titles concerned a "Secret". Thrills
there must have been in "The Terror in Black" and seven others concerning
other terrors. Chills ere suggested in the five "The Thentom of —
and the two "Ghost of Mauleverer Towers" (776 and 1350) end one "Ghost of
Wharton Lodge" (1350). Derk Deeds were enacted in seven stories dealing
with "The Prisoner of —" giving it the plurel whcn Bunter wes engaged in
his most sudacious plotting of all time in "The Prisoners of Bunter Court!
(915). Add to these eight cases of "Kidnepping" end it would appeer
there was plenty of work for the police in the Greyfriars sage.

There would be plot and counterplot in the three repested "Hend
of en Tnemy" (798, 938, end 1001), also "The Hend of Fate (805)
whilst "The Hidden Horror (239); "The Hidden Foe" (940) and "The
Hidden Hend" (1169) would not We lacking in suspense.

Then no doubt Frank Richards was at his hest in "The House of Dark
Secrets" (1640); "The House of Pengerth" (811)3 "The House of Peril"
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(1542); "The House of Terror" (1122) end "The House on the Heath" (461).

Civil war is indiceted in the nineteen titles concerning "Rival®:
or "Rivels", also in the five "Feuds" including two with the girls of
Cliff House (902 snd 1528). There were six similer to "Foes of the
Fourth" end numerous occasions when someone wes up ogeinst & single
edversary.

With such & mighty number of titles repetition was inevitable, snd
one finds some very interesting exemples. '"In Borrowe Plumes" appesred
no lees then four times (304, 656, 751 #nd 1066). "The Rebel of the
Remove" was equally populer for we find it given to 826, 883, 1286 end
1636, end just slightly different wes "The Rebéls of the Remove" (408).
The leading pleyer in this chronicle would crop-up here, to wit, "Billy
Bunter's Bergein (1221, 1281, 1306, end 1659). Twice within six months
you will observe. Moreover, there wes slso "Billy Bunter's Big Bergain
with Mo.729, @ substitute story that one. !

Evidence that the lot of the ecapteain of the Remove &t Greyfriars
wes not @ bed of roscs is supplied by the appeerence three times of
"Herry "herton's Downfell (170, 885 end 1257).  Iucky collectors
possegsing ell three could heve &n interesting browse by getting these
three together end reesding them one efter the other, pondering the while
over & world all chenged in the twenty-one yeers in between, and only
Greyfriers rcmeining the seme.

Other trios were "The Artful Dodger" (163, 582, and 1142); "Fool's
Luck" (1134, 1407, 1630) end "Hunted Down" (1009, 1089, end 1402).

There were doubles too numerous to mention.

And judging by whet I sce near the end of this gbsorbing list of
1683 titles there would eppeer to have been a foir number of "whodunit"
mysteries to solve, for therc were the queries "Vho Hacked Hecker?" (1154)
end '"Vho Secked Hecker" (1621). The portly mester of the Fifth wes elsg
in the wers for on two occesions one finds the question asked '"7ho
pPunched Prout?" (1085 end 1188). No.1276 esked "Who Welloped Wiggins?"
whilst there was similar concern ebout the ceptain of the school in
"ho Welloped Wingete? (1369).

Ind so one could go on gethering interesting étatiatios from those
1683 historic titles, if only spece would allow.

WANTED: "Magnets" and "Gems", 1908 - 1928, Give. Numbers,
G.H,Rawson, 207, Basingstoke Road, Reading.

WANTED: 8,0.L's, especcially before No,198, Beryl Russell,
11, ¥ Malthouse Lanc, Washwood Heath, Birmlngham, 8.

WANTED: Magnets, most years, J.F.Bellfield, 24, Graingers
Iane, Cradley Heath, Staffs,

WANTED: Gems and S,0,L's, T,W,Porter, 0ld Fields, Corn-
greaves Road, Cradley Heath, Staffs.

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥
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Levison ar Grewfriass

BY J. BREEZE BENTLEY

Ernest Levison is usually essociested with St.Jim's where, for thirty
yeers, he wes a prominent member of the Fourth Form, first es the "hard
cage" of the form, later as e reformed cheracter, living down his un-
savoury past. '

Before going to St.Jim's, however, Levison wes at Greyfrisrs. end it
is about his connexion with that school thet this erticle is concerned.

Levison wes in the Greyfrisrs Remove for only seven months (MAGNET 18
to 46 inclusive), yet much is known of his. cherecter, s he wes mentioned
in twenty of those twenty-nine stories end pleyed e leeding pert in no

. less then ten of them. In fect, it is no exeggeretion to sey thet at
thet time, the mein theme of the MAGNET stories was Harry Wherton's un-

 successful struggle to penetrate the herd crust of Levison's ill-neture
end bring out the good in him that ley beneeth. :

- The picture painted of Levison wes not 2 plessent one. Physicelly,
he was not ill-favoured, end his eyes were keen #nd full of movement.
Morally; he was supremely selfish, &nd @s he thought only of his own
interests, he attributed other people's ections to the seme motives. He
never did enybody e good turn, could never eppreciate when anyone did him
@ service, end so never gave thenks for e kindness received. He wes quick-
witted and delighted to lead others up the gerden path, end, of course,
suspected that everybody wes trying to geke & rise out of him, He had e
sherp tongue, end could not'resist pessing s¢ething comments =nd meking
cutting remarks and bitter teunts, yet resented criticism of himself, end
was wounded by ridicule. A psychologist would have seid thet he was a
victim of inferiority complex end this, no doubt, was the reason for the -

"wilful obstinecy that in the end brought him to disester.

In his article "Thet Enduring Magic!", Tom Hopperton said that Chorle
Hamilton seldom drew two identicel charecters. even ot different schools.
In the case of Ernest Levison he went one better than this.  The charecter
of the wayward boy et Greyfriers wes not identicel with that of the hard
caese of St.Jim's.

Let us now turn to the actuel chronicle of events,

In MAGNET No.l7, Herry Wherton end £ numerous perty of friendstspent
Whit week &t Wharton Lodge. This, so fer as I know, was the only Whit-
suntide holidey on record. Bvidently, efter its publicetion, someone
must have told Cherles Hemilton thet Whitsuntide fells in term time et
e1ll boarding schools.

In MAGHET Ho.18, the party returned to Greyfriers, by some very un-
usual route® &s on errivel at Frisrdale Stetion, they were informed thaet
the rest of the school had been deleyed by a blockage on the line between
Courtfield Junction end London. = At Greyfriars, Gosling wes in sole
charge, and the juniors descended to the kitchens to prepere o heerty meel.
Billy Bunter wes, of course, in cherge, but Hurree Singh was helping and
he eked out the supply of custezrd powder by the sddition of & liberel
emount of liquorice powder. At this point, Ernest Levison errived at thg
school gete, end reng to be edmitted. - By this time Gosling, teking ed-
vantage of the ebsence of the Mesters, had made himself tipsy, so Vharton

+.Cherry, Nugent Hurrce Singh, Bunter, Hﬂzbldene Desmond, Hoffmenn,Muenier.
0 vie Ashford, presumobly. (34) |
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opened the gate. This involved some deley snd Levison - who shewed none
of the bashfulness usually associsted with new boys - geve vent to scethir
eriticism of the wey in which Greyfriars eppeered to be runm. Netuelly,
this ruffled the esteblished members of the Remove, but nevertheless they
asked him to join them ot supper. This he wes reluctent to do, feering
end openly steting thet he suspected e trick would ke played upon him, buf

et lest he consented. Then, shortly sfter the meal, the liquorice powdeﬁ

mede its presence felt. The peins were disgnosed ss food poisoning, end
one end 211 rushed to the steble, snd drove down to the villege doctor in
& pony-end-trep. Dr.MecKenzie soon diagnosed the trouble, much to his

amusement. Levison, turning & blind eye to the feact that all the Junior#

had been effected, beceme convinced that Wherton end Co. hed tricked him.
After this unheppy stert, it wes distinctly unfortunste that
lr, Quelch sssigned Levison to Bulstrode's study, ¢s the bully of the
Remove wes the sworn enemy of Wherton snd constently up ageinst him,
In MAGNET No.20, 2 teem of French boys chellenged the Remove to o
gymnastic competition., Levison offered to teke pert, but could not

refrein from boasting in en unpleesent memner of his prowess at gymnastic#,

saylng that he hed won e prize, snd to ctown thet, refused to heve tes
with the Femous Four, with e reminder of the liquorice episode, Fighly
annoyed, they would not have him in the team,

In the next tele, Bob Cherry told Wharton that Levison "battecd well
et the nets", but when invited by the cricket ceptein to shew his form,
refused. He steted, rether uppishly, tb2t he had "played cricket et his
old school, #nd fencied thet his form was a bit ehove that of most of the
Remove," and then unwisely suggested thet Wharton wished to maeke & fool
of him on the field, rather then see him bet. This stung Wharton, snd
Levison did not get into the eleven.

Here we see @ merked difference between the boy as he was et Grey-
friars, snd at St.Jim's where he despised gemes. Actually, in MAGNET 39
Levison pleyed for the Remove ageinst St.Jim's snd was described es &
"born goelkeeper". But he was not e good sportsman. He put on black
looks when he hed to concede e gosl to Tom Merry.

To return to MAGNET No.21, in those deys the Remove was o faggin-
form end Levison was sent £t lock-up to the village for cigerecttes by
Carberry - tho bleck sheep of the Sixth, Herry Whorton wernmed him, et
the gate, thatthe short cut through the wood wes unsafe, as there were
vicious gypsies in the ncighbourhood. ILevison first snubbed Gesling -
who wented to close the gete - with the remark, "I don't sce why I should
hurry to pleese you. You're not very obliging to me. You cem weit,"
end then pleinly intimated that he disbelieved Wherton by saying, "it

sounds to me like & {eiry tele. If you could prevent me from getting out

by this yern, I cen imegine how you would snigger over it efterwards."

After & few more remerks of this sort, Wharton lost his temper end knocke$

Levison down - much to Gosling's emusement. Tevison demended satisfaoti1
on the morrow, end departed. He was, of course, attecked end held .
prisoner in a demp hollow nesr the river, whence the Femous Four rescued
him, But they got no thenks. Levison wondered how they ceme across hii
end hezerded that they had been poaching fish. When Wherton offered to
call off the fight, Lovison seid, "You don't weht to fight me tomorrow?"
"No." '"You ncedn't heve minded., I don't box half as well ss you do, &n
you're bigger then I em, too." Finslly he blemed "harton for nct heving
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convinced him of the denger - "I thought you were rotting ... you played ;
a trick on me the dey I ceme to Greyfriers - " =nd rounded on the Famous !
Four for letting his kidnappers escape with his watch and money! ?

The next tale ogein shewed Levison's meenness of outlook. On e wholke
holiday, "harton and Co. journeyed to Winklegete-on-Sea". Levison !
travelled on the seme train, and wes invited to join the perty, but immedi-
oetely asked, "Why? Have you runishort of cesh? Or what is it then?" end,
of course, got left. But leter, seen plodding wearily up the cliff roed,|
he wes given @ 1lift in the Removites! breke. At the end of the ride, !
when Wharton wes cbout to settle up, he found that his wallet hed been '
stolen. Levison, on his guerd et once, refused to lend "herton eny moncy
to help him out of his difficulty, end with the statement, "I though® it |

-wes deuced good-natured of you to esk me into the brake for nothing, and

I was a fool not to expect this. « There's e shilling. Thet's my shere of
the expenses, ond it's €11 you cen esk of me, It TN Leter, with
their ususl luck, the Co. recovered their money from the pickpocket, snd |
at the reilway station met Levison — who in turn hed hed his pocket rifled,
and was without ticket end money. = He hed the mortification of receivingi
the fare - in ill-grace, no word of thenks being uttered. _ i

Stories 23, 24 end 25 reclated 'the encounter of the Remove with - i
Mr. Ches?am - the food-feddist. In bhem Levison twice mnde unsuccessful |
ettempts”to rsg the tempogery mester, and once revealed a virtue in him - |
when he refused to sneek, 3 6 e s f

But MAGNET Wo.26 sgein shewed his weakness for the seamy side of ‘
humen neture. Wherton wes disturbed from slcep, suspected burglery end ;
went down to inform Wingate. On the morrow, it was found that the pantry
had been raided. Levison ot once accused Wherton, end harped on the sub-
ject until Bob Cherry threetened to fight him. Hamilton's comment was *
"Levison was one of those fellows who clweys know e little more then eny-
body else and whose pride it is that they sre never teken in. And, like
most suspicious pursons, he hoed @ wey of jumping to wrong conclusions."
Bunter wes the culprit, s you would expect.

In MAGNET No.28, when the Heed's sister Amy =cted es form-mistress
of the Remove, 211 the boys objected. Levison tried to voice his objec—!
tions with Bunter es cotspew, but his prompting wes overheard. Bulstrode
also got short shrift, smd in the evening was inveigled by Levison into
hurling 2 jumping crecker over the bannister to Miss Locke's feet., By thd
irony of fete Wherton, who tricd to stop this trick, got the bleme.
Neither Bulstrode nor Levison would own up, #nd Wharton would heave been
cemed had not the Germen mester, Herr Rosenbleum, intervened.,

In the next tele, Levison ebstracted waiches from the pockets of the:
Removites, whilst they dressed, end put them in Bunter's pocket. (This |
sleight of hend ceme in, later, et St.Jim's), Bunter was blamed for the!
mischief. As so often hoppened, the Form got to the root of the troubleg
but Levison would not go to Quelch. Letery, when Wherton got Bunter off,
Levison asked whether he hed been "given away',-and, knowing that he was
gafe, seid "... @s a2 matter of fect, I was going to own up if Bunter was

1; Megnet No.23, Chepter 33 No.24, Chepter 4.

2) Megnet No.25, Chepter 4. The form hes locked itself in the boxroom
to heve @& feed., Cheshem catches Levison who refuses to disclose
how meny crc in the boxroom,

3) Bunter the slecpwelker. |
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wes going to be caned." Wherton - who by this time wase completely out of
patience with Levison - replied curtly, "I'm glad to hear it." "You don't
believe me?" Wharton hesitated, "I hope it's the truth," he ssig. "I
daresay you have some good points, though you've never shewn them to my
knowledge."

Later, Leviscun removed Quelch's book from & desk and put it in the
master's own pocket, refused to admit his action until threatcned with
punishment-by-the-Heed, snd whep sent to Quelch's study, was cool enough
to sit in the armchair till he errived. He received his six without e
sound and then acoused Wharton of sneeking. Bulstrode, ever ready to
harm Wharton, suggested thet Levison should plant something on him, and
get him expelled for theft, Levison declined to perteke in such villainy,.
The conversation wes overheerd by Bumter, and misreported to Bob Cherry os
an actual plot to get Wharton expelled. Subsequently, the truth came out),
and Harry tried to apologise to Levison for the misteke., ILovison seized
the opportunity to use his bitter tongue, "You might have given me credit
for refusing Bulstrode's scheme..., You m}ght have inquired o little more
closely in the first place.... If you're sorry, thet's all right, but my
®elief is thet you are humbugging... I suppose that you and your pels have
been planning to teke & rise out of me,.."

Wharton's reaction was not enger,but 2 resolve to try to educate
Levison., He told Nugent that "he's shewn that he has some good quelities
in him. If someone could get through the outer crust, as it were, he
might turn out to be & decent chep."  Nugent wes doubtful, but offered to
help. Thus the tragedy of Levison entered upon its second stege.

In MAGNET No.30, Levison ineited Bunter to try to hypnotise Mr,Quelch|
Of course, it wesn't 2 success, cnd Levison surprised the Form by owning f.
that he had put Bunter up to it. He got four strokes, After cless,
Herry Wherton impulsively remarked to Levison that he had scted well by
owmning up. This remarkable instence of priggishness inevitably drew
Levison, who replied, "Wes it?... Whot else could I do?" "fell, nothing
but..." "But you didn't think I would... You were surprised... You thought
I wes ced enough to let Bunter be punished." Seldom has Herry Wherton
esked for it. Worse was to come. Billy Bunter, who it will bc rememberefl
wes in Study No.l 2t that time, then tried to put the 'fluence on lirs,
Mimble. The poor women thought thet he was crezy, let him teke some tuck,
énd he stood the Famous Four a spenking tee. When Bunter wes heuled
beforg Quelch for his sins, Levison seized the opportunity end accused
Wherton of putting Bunter up to it. "You ought to get Bunter out of this
fix. You were very concerned ebout me in o similar cese." Wharton bit
his lip. "I'm afraid the fellows ere right, Levison," he said quietly.

"I am beginning to think thet you sre & hopeless cad, and that you'll nevep
be enything else." '"Reelly," said lLevison, with irriteting coolness.
"Much obliged for your opinion. Are you going to own up to Quelch?"
"I have explained the matter to you, though you are not entitled to an
explenation." '"Yes, and are you now going to own up?' "Once more, I have
nothing to own up to." "Then you ere going to make o scapegoct of that
ess Bunter?' '"Oh! Hold your confounded tongue," broke out Wharton,
engrily, "You will tempt me io knock you flying soon." "Reallyj Beceuse
you licked me the other day.” I suppose you think you cen bully me g8
much &s you like," said Levison unplezsently.

1) Megnet No.29, Levison mrde Wherton fight.
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No character at Greyfriars, St.Jim's or Rookwood hes' ever tsunted
another with such malicious persistence. Cardew's drewing of Tom Merry i
was airy benter in comparison with this. = The Gestepo-like repetition of |
the main question was calculated to exesperate “harton. In the end he g
went to Quelch and explazined what had happened, -~ &nd got told thet he mudt
not try to shoulder other:boys' burdens. Had that advice been followeA, |
how meny Greyfriars tales would not have been written! ‘ ; ‘

In MAGNET No.31, Mr. Quelch ordered Bunter to pay Mrs. Mimble ten
shillings for the tuck wheedled from her by the hypnotism-trick, =nd told
the Famous Four that they must not give him any money, knowing full well
that he would try to get it from them.  ILevison reslized thet this gave
him e chance of plasguing Wharton, gave Bunter the money, went with him to !
‘the tuck-shop, and settled the sccount. On hearing of this, Wharton
after sume hesitation complimented Levison on his sporting action, in
doing whet Quelch had forbidden the Famous Four to do.  "Thenks," sneecred
Levison, "--- you were bound to obey .orders, or course; you always do."
"It was & peculiar cese, Quelch mede me .promise," "\ promise that wasd
quite useful to you - eh? TWherton bit his lip. ' "o good coming afy
humbug, you know," said Levison. "I'm not the chap to be foozled, you
know,"  TWharton turned very red. "I think you aré an utter cad sometimes,
Levison," he said quietly.. "Only, & cad wouldn't have hilped Bunter out |
of his fix. I must sey, though, thet your menner is against you." And |
he walked awey. ., He left Levison staring after him with o rather curious |
look on his face. "I wonder," muttered Levison. "..T wonder, .," < But |
he did not fimish his reflection.  He wes soon to have more food for
thought . :

Leter, Levison and Bulstrode set out to climb Black Pike, the height
overlooking the bay, and would not heed Bob Cherry's warning of rain snd
mist., Part way up, the rain ceme on, and Bulstrode turned back. T.evison
obstinately refuscd, end climbed to the top, where he was trapped by the
mist. TVharton rescued him, but ®oth were compelled to stick it out on
the top through the night, and went into the sanstorium when thay got beck
to school. .t last, this actioni of Wharton's evoked @ response from
Levison, who seid, "I'vae been 2 rotten cad., If wve get out of this alive
I'll try to meke up for it,."

The third stage in his carcer shewed Levison 8till spiteful and mesn
towards the weaker fry, but no longer working against “Tharton.

In MAGNET No,32 Bulstrode, misled by Bunter's twaddle, tried to enlidgt
Levison's eid in’getting 'tharton expelled for moneylendingy +tc his amozo-
ment, he was bitterly rebuffed, and reminded of "Tharton's bravery on Black
Pike,

-

In No.36, however, Levison abetted Bulstrode in the bullying of "un
Lung ~ then a new arrival - by pretending to cut off his cherished pigtail,
but when Wharton intervened, Levison would not oppose him, lgain, in
MIGNET No.37, Levison favoured the ragging of "un Tung in the dormitory,
but agein deferred to Wharton's opinion.

Yet he could not resist playing mesn tricks on Bunteér. In M..GNET
No.39, when Bunter was trying to ventriloquisel, he beguiled him into
"trying it on Quelch", to the Owl's discomfiture. A twinge ofrenmorse then
prompted Levison to help Bunter with his "lines" - or it may have been the

1) Bunter first echieved success as a ventiloquist in MAGNET No,.32,
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desire to display his ability to imitate other peoplec's hendwriting. (It
is curious that, though Bob Cherry sagely observed thet this was & danger-
ous gift, it was not until Levison went to St.Jim's that he ever misused
this skill.)

In the next story (No.40) Levison agein led Bunter into trouble,
Bunter planned & raid on tuck belonging to Hoffmenn of Herry Rosenbleum's
Academy (which opened in MAGNET No.33, end hed grounds contiguous to thos%
of Greyfriarsl). Wharton and Co. refused to help, but Levison and some
kindred spirits2 helped Bunter to climb over the dividing gete, end then
callously left him to be the victim of the aliens, who ducked him in the
fountain. '

At this stage there secemed some hope for Levison, but in MAGNET No.43
he noticed that Wun Lung wes receiving &nd sending postcards, written in g
mysterious code, to a men at the Chinese Embessy. There was a "yellow
peril" scare at that time, Levison concluded that he hed unesrthed e spy-
plot, end wrote an anonymous letter to the C.I.D., at Scotlend Yard., A
detective rolled up end the hendwriting of the letter traced to Levison.
Wun Iung wes interviewed and the whole affeir proved, of course, to be
quite harmless - Wun Lung wee merely playing chess by post!  Afterwasrds,
he told the Remove what had heppened, and Levison was well snd truly
chipped on the subject. He beceame very huffy end fell out with his
friends.,

Three stories later, in MAGNET No.46, the grim consequences of this
wounding of Levison's self-esteem were revesled. Benson of the Remove,
for a rag, pinned on Levison's study door a cerd with the inscription:

"E, LEVISON Private Detective Fellows spied upon and their letters
read, at the shortest notice. Plots discovered to order end enonymous
letters written with promptness and despetch. All kinds of mesnness
undertaken and spylng into other people's correspondence & speciality."
Levison caught him in the act, shot him into his study, and wresked
vengeence by twisting his srm. Wharton butted in, to Levison's ennoyance
end when shewi the cerd, laughed et the notice. Levison, furious now,
egein twisted Benson's arm, end when pulled off by Wharton, lost his temps
completely and burst out passionately, "I don't went to ergue with you.
I've tried to be friendly with you because - beceuse of what happened thaf
night on the Pike. Thet's done with. I'1ll never speak to you agein, ox
any of your set. I hate the lot of you. I hate the Remove and ell thi
placel”

The obstinacy of his neture eroused, Levison determined to sheke off
Wharton's influence, and offered to go down to the village for Cerberry,
to bring cigerettes end & bottle o6f whisky from the Red Cow. On his
return, Wharton met him with the messege that Quelch wented to see him
AT ONCE. Levison preveiled upom Wharton to teke the contraband to
Carberry's study, by arguing that if Quelch sew it he would be expelled.
He got six for feiling to write an imposition before going out, and on
emerging from Quelch's study ren into Wharton end - ever suspicious -
acoused him of spying on him.

Thereafter his descent wes hweedlong.

1) The Cloisters sepersted them,
2) Bulstrode, Skimner snd Stott,
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4 few deys later, o messenger from the lendlord of thc Red Cow cellefl
to see Levison &t the school gate, proving thet he had visited the pub
on his own behalf. And Quelch's eye wes on him, 28 he hsd by eccident
pulled e packet of cigerettes out of his pocket; in class. . Tho cening
inflicted merely mede him more recklesas., ' . - :

That night, Levison broke bound eénd went to the Red Cow to gemble ot
cards. (This pub~haunting wes stated to be ¢ "new thing in the Remove"l
én example of bad memory by Frenk Richards; 2s Bulstrode wes stated to
visit "the Green Men" in Frierdele, in MAGNET No.322. Here we see the
operation of the Licensing Lcts: the 'Green Men'reeppeered in Weylend,
its licence evidently heving ®een trensferred; =nd the Red Cow = des-
cribed as the worst house in Frisrdele snd hgunt of 211 the blackgurrds
of the district - must have lost its licence, es it did not feeture in th
later stories.) To resume, Wherton followed him; with intention of
threatening the lendlord with e report to the police,

Levison entered the inn, end Wharton arrived Just es he wes testing

some "stesming hot" whisky end weter!i Wherton knocked it out of his hengd

end & regulér rumpus ensued which ended in the boys being turned out,
neerly coming to blows in the gerden, end walking into Mr. Quelch's srms
es they turned into the street. YO0

The following morning they went before Dr.Locke.

Now, only & short while before - in M.GNET No.44 - the Remove had had

8 plum-pudding-meking competition, in which some weird end wonderful
ingredients had been used. Herry "Wharton hed insisted that no pudding
wes eny good until it conteined some brendy @nd he ond Bob Cherry had
colled at the Red Cow to 'get some., Carberry ceught them, but their good
reputation seved them from punishment. : : '

But mow, the previous accusation told heavily egeinst Wherton, end
belied ‘his denial that he went to the inn for any ill-purpose. /ind when

Levison's turn ceme; he brezenly steted thet he had gone to play cerds and

drink whisky. The mesters were: shocked. by this ~as Lovison intended
them to be, end he went on mockinglys "I suppose you wanted me to tell
you the truth, esir. I will tell you lies,,if you'like, sir, I will sey
thet I went to the Red Cow with 2 good motive, end the best intentions in
the world." ' _ '

That did it!  Both boys werc sentenced'to bo expelled.

Then Levison broke in to say that Therton did not go with him to the
Red Cow, but went AFTER him to fetch him away, "He hes becen good enough
to constitute himself my father-confessor for @ long time post," he soid
sneeringly. "I did not eppreciste his kindness."

So “/harton was clesred, but Levison‘hed to go. Not by public cxpul
sion... quietly when the rest of the school was in cless.  Tire he went,

[$2]

13

Levison seid "... I meds 2 bed stert here, end T shnll be gled. to get gong. .,

You did your best for me... were o better friend then I descrved ... end
when I meke e frosh stert I sh@ll remember this..."

ind so he passed out of Greyfriars. - :

Two ycers efter his expulsion from Greyfrisrs Trnost L.vison wes
admitted to the St.Jim's Fourth (Bhis wes veloted in GEM No.142, reprinted
in GEM No.1386). it St.Jim's, fer from remewboring whet he hed seid to
Wherton, he beheved much morc badly then at Groyfricrs, ond was e thorough

!
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1) prge 12, line 34(col.l). 2) Megnet Yo0.32,p,7. line 6 (column 2)
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unsavoury rascal, smoking, drinking, gembling smd betting. In fect, on
the very dey thet his younger brother Frenk arrived (GEM 451, reprinted
in 1597) he preferred to go drinking champegne with Aubrey Recke and
finelly (in GEM 464, reprinted in 1A00) efter o cerd end drinking perty
with Racke, Crooke, &nd Mellish, Tom Merry end Co. ceme upon him ot the
side of Rylcombe Lene, drunk. Soon afterwerds, he abandoned his wild
ways, took up football end cricket, end soon becszme & regular member of
the House end School junior teams.

This behaviour of Levison in his eerly deays et St.Jim's wes reflected
in the MAGNET stories on the three occesions when he spent some time ot
his old school.

The first occasion wes in MALGNET No.510 - shortly after his reform #
when Levison ceme to Greyfriers es e member of the Junior Footbell eleven'.
Vernon-Smith - then at loggerhesds with the Famous Five - laid bets egeainst
Greyfriers, in pique &8s he hed not been chosen to pley. Skinner, Snoop,
Stott, Bolsover mejor, end others, took him on, (Bunter wes willing, nay
enxious, to do so, but could not reise sny cesh,)

Skinner hed e fiver on,- fer more than he could efford - but knew
thet Levison wes in the teem, end pinned his hopes on him, He sought him
out, #nd telked of the "old deys'". - "Are you going in much for gemes?"
"Yes.," "Footbell es & regular thing?" "Thet's 1t.* "You never cered
for it at Greyfriars." - Quite wrong, but of course it fitted into the
present tele., Skinner then tried to dbribe Levison to pley bedly end givie
" the game to Greyfriars - working on the quite false essumption that in the
old d=ye et Greyfrisrs, Levison would willingly hove sold his soul,
Levison flatly refused to oblige him. TFurious, Skinner now got Stott tg
take Levison up to the Remove corridor &nd suddenly rushed round the
corner and knocked him down the steircese. Levison's knee was hurt, end
he oould not plecy, but his brother Frenk - who hed come over with the teem
#s their sole supporter (there ween't even & reserve) - pleyed in the
match and, very approprietely scored the winning gosl. Becruse of the
injury, the two brothers stayed ¢t Greyfriars for e week, till Ermest
Levison was fit. :

In the next story (MAGNET No.511) Vernon-Smith, disgusted by Skinner's
duplicity, decided to turn his beck on dingy weys end throw over his
associctes et the Cross Keys, only to find himself threstened by Jeremy
Hewke, the bookmeker, who hod o photograph of the Bounder with o cigarette
in his mouth &#nd cards in his hend, in the compeny of Hewke end Cobb in
the pub-gerden. Further, Cobb - landlord of the Cross Keys - hed @
second copy to post to Dr.Locke if Vernon-Smith tried eny tricks. This
was & nice jem for the Bounder to be in. But Levison got him out of it|
By pretending to be "the old Levison" he got Vernon-Smith, Cobb, end
Hewke together in the letter's room - ostensibly for & geme - snd then,
with the help of the Femous Five czlmly secured the incrimineting pictures
end negetive. Vernon-Smith helped by jebbing Hewke with e red hot poke
to meke him unlock his desk! 1In this tele, Levison wes seid to be well
ecqueinted with the lay-out of the Cross Keys, whereas in the old deys i
wes the Red Cow he hed wisited. In both, however, the privete room hed
& French-window thet opened to the gerden!

Levison's second visit to Greyfriars took plecce five yeers leter,
end lested much longer - MAGNET No.793 to 79C. It wes e perticulerly
fine series, worthy to be numbered with the very best writings of Charle
Hemilton, (41)




actuelly, the first story eppeared in'GEM No.792, where riggott of the
St.Jim's Third, placed fireworks in Mr., Selby's fire-grate ©nd Frenk
Levison got the blame. Disbelieved even by his wrother, he ren away .
Then Cardew got on the treil =znd bowled Piggott out.

In MAGNET No.793, the Feamnous Five ceme escross Frenk Levison in o hut
off the Lenthem Rocd, brought him to Greyfriars end hi him in the old
tower. Of course, Bunter found out and by indiscreet telk, geve the show
eway to Quelch, This turned out to be fortunate, as Tevison minor wes
suffering from the effects of exposure, fmd hod to be put in the school
sanatorium.

Ernest Levison wes sent for, and in MAGNET 794 most of the Remove
wented to meet him - to evade e geometry lesson. Herold Skinner got his
request in first end met Levison, only to lecarn that he now hed nothing in
common with him, (The lesson of the previous visit hed been completely
wested on Skinner.)

After sceing his brother, Levison welked in the grounds, where he wsos
reminded of the "old deys" by the school servents. At tho gote, Gosling
remerked, "Never 'appened before in o1l my experience. !'Tain't often o
feller's expelled, but it's heppened sometimes in the yerrs I've been 'ere
And wot I seys is this 'ore. This is the first time such o feller hes
had the nerve to shew his fece in the school erter." Lovison crimsoned.
"I wasn't exectly expelled, Gosling," he said quietly. "You was sent PWPJ
for bad conduct," seid Gosling grimly, ":nd bed it weg, too., Now I ‘ear
you're in your old Form, Master Lcvison, for s few weeks. Don't let me
catch you, thet's 211" "Catch me?" repeated Lévison. Gosling snorted.
"Out of bound efter lishts out, end »11 thet," he sgid. "Don't let me cetch
you et the geme, that's 211 ," "You're cheeky, Gosling," seid Iovison.
"Don't let me heve to report you to the Heed for cheek, thet's 211" .nd
he walked ewey, lceving Gosling breathless with wroth end indignation.

Lt the tuckshop Mrs Mimble, surpriscd to see him, 2sked Lcvison if
the Head knew thot he wes therel and her husband, the gerdener, geve him
e queer lock when he sew him, :

Bunter tried the postol order stunt, ond when it didn't work, werned
Levison t0 keep clear of Study No.7, with the remerk, "A fellow with your
Juiecy old reputation, cen't expect to be asked into @ respectable study."

Nevertheless, Levison wes invited to tee with the FPemous Five #nd
Hezeldene. Ifterwards, Skinner in vengeful mood, dronped e cigsrette
under Levison's cheir, to cest doubt on the genuinencss of his reform, and
tested him by en invitetion to smoke =nd play benker after supper in Study
No.1ll. 4 row followed, with peinful results for Skinner, Snoop end Stott
Next dey, Skimner cunningly threw more suspicion on Levison by esking,

"Do you mind if I let thet littlec eccount stsnd over till next Seturday?"
Ammoyed by this calculeted vilification of his cheracter, Levison ennounced
that he wes going to esk the Heed to inguire into the charges ageoinst him.,
This rettled Snoop &nd Stott so much thet they split on Skinner, and so
Levison wes cleared,

On his rcturn to Greyfriers, Levison hed been pleced in his old study|-

No.2 - with Hezeldene rnd Tom Brown.. In the next story, Hazel lended in
. trouble with & cerd-sherper celled Nulberry, to whom he owed ten pouris.

A threet by Mulberry to coll ot the school mede Hazel panic, rnd Levison ,
visited "The Feathors" ecrly the following morning to do what he could. ]
He was, of course, greeted #s #n old scqueintance — in spite of there being
1) Bulstrode is stated to have left at the end of the n~wawions berm. — °
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no record of his ever having been there before. He warned Mulberry that
the police would teke action if he visited the school, &#nd by promising
thet HE would guerantee peyment of the debt, secured e week's respite.

Of course, Hezeldene's foolish remarks about Levison's early rising
to go "up the river" enabled Skinner to suggest & visit to the Feathers,
end suspicion mounted when it wes learned that Mr. Prout hed seen e
Greyfriars boy in the inn garden thet morning.

Heazeldene then tried to reise the cosh by enother wild bet at 24 to L
thet did not come off, snd later by asking Vernon-Smith for a loen, which
was refused. But the Bounder, wrongly connecting Levison's worried look
with the rumours thet were current, stopped end offered to help Levison -
as & quid pro quo for the help HE received in the Hewke episodel, when
Levison wes lest et Greyfriers. (The remerk "You chipped in once, end
saved me from getting it in the neck" is the sgle reference maede to the
stories that eppeered in MAGNETS 510 end 511.)

Levison took the money, psid Mulberry, end was ceught by Wingete es
he dropped from the fence outside the Feathers.

Heving landed him in trouble, Hezel in typical fashion, evaded the
issue, end told Levison, "If you give me eweay, I shall deny it. I'm not
going to be expelled because you butted in and mede & mess of the whole
thing." Noble fellow, Hezel.

The Bounder, however, now tumbled to the whole story, tried to see
the Head but was stopped by Hezel who, in desperation, fought him in the
Head's corridor, tried agein efter Levison hed been sentenced, only to be
told thatit was too late - had he scen the Heed BEFORE this, it might have
done some good - end finelly by a telephone cell, brought Mulberry to the
school. He barged pest an indignent Gosling with the crushing remsrk,
"I've called 'ere by the speciel invitation of your employer, my men,
the !'eedmaster of this school! Keep your plece, my men! I ain't arguinﬁ
with blooming menials!" Questioned by the Head end Mr.Quelch, Mulberry
stated thet Levison was acting on nehelf of enother person, but with the
remark "'Tein't my business to 'elp you mensge your school," he would not
sy who the third perty waes. So Levison and Hez.eldene were saved.

The four stories (MAGNET 794-7) that related the 2bove were remark-
ably well written, and deserved to become '"classics". The next three,
though good, did not reach &s high & standard.

In MAGNET 798 Ponsonby tried to renew,his acquaintance with Levison |
an acquaintance that was quite fictitious,”ss the first mention of High-
cliffe was in MAGNET No.l09, twelve months after Levison's expulsion -
invited him to tea, end tried to get him to "sell the cricket match" to
be played the following week. Levison naturelly refused. Ponsonby
then ceme to Greyfriars and accused Levison of stesling & gold tie-pin,
which he had himself secreted in levison's letter-case. Fortunately,
Bunter had witnessed this act, and bebbled to Peter Todd, who disclosed
the plot, with painful conseguences for Ponsonby.

1) Vide Megnet No.511.

2) Further remarks on the sasme theme appeared in Msgnet 796.

3} Similarly (Mognet 797) Gerald Loder tried to get Levison to visit
the Bird In Hend on the strength of Levison's "having done so in
the old days". Actually, the first mention of Loder was in No.66.
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Previously, in MAGNET 797, Levison rescucd Bessie Punter from Gadsby
who was tormenting her with & peashooter. This led to much leg-pulling
by Skinner and Co., who had seen him with her in Pegg Lene and wilfully !
drew a false conclusion.,

, In revenge (Megnet 799), Gadsby bribed e disreputable hanger-on at
the Feathers, called Purkiss, to visit Greyfriars. Levison chucked him
out. Gadsby boszsted of his action end got his nose pulled by the Cater-
piller, who later overheerd him say that there would be "more to come".
Purkiss tried to injure Levison with & stick, but Hurrece Singh received
the blow. Finally, Gadsky lured Lovison from the metch by 2 spoof 'phong
call. Purkiss &nd a pal of his waylaid Levison, but de Courcy - remembex
ing what he had hesrd - muscled in and got him awsy in time to win e ]
cricket match for the Remove.

The series ended with the recovery of Frank Levison, and the return |
of the brothers to St.Jim's., .

Levison's third snd last return to Greyfriars took place about four
years later. Like the previous series, vart of the story was releted in
the GEM and part in the MIGNET. The stories were well written, but
suffered from the fact that meny of the plots were very similar to some
of those in the previous series.

In GEM 1031, Bagley Trimble discovered that the Levison brothers!' |
fees were unpaid end spread the story that they werc hard-up. lacke end|
Co. teunted them with talk of cherity ond Gussy put his foot in it with
mispleced expressions of sympathy. Then John Levison arrived end told
Ernest thet he was ruined. Meny years previously, he had inhcrited
£20,000 from his uncle, John Thorpe, formerly master of the Recmove at
Greyfriars, who was believed to have died intestate. . moncylender
called Eseu Bright had now produced en old will, naming him as the heir,
The monsy - and accunulated interest -~ had to be paid to Bright, and =211
bequests made by Mr. Levison to fulfil Thorpe's verbal wiches had to comc
from his own pocket. These included £500 to Creyfrisrs in consideration
of which the¢ two boys were to be admitted to that school without peyment
of fees, Mr. Levison wes sure thet & later will lay undiscovered, some-
where at Greyfriars.

: Meanwhile, in MAGNET 1028, Eseu Bright had succceded in getting his
son Rdger into the Remove a8t Greyfriars, where he proved to b: thoroughly
objectionable: mesn, untruthful, and cruel to animals.

The Levisons errived in MLGNET 1031, Krnest Levison being placed,
this time, in Study No.l. Both perties - Bright end the Levisons - began
to seerch for the will. '

In MAGNET No.1032 - wilfully ignoring the evidence of the two earlicp
visits - Vernon-Smith told Redwing that he didn't belicve in sudden
reformetions - he'd done himself meny & time, £nd elways slipped back
again! - ¢nd he invited Levison, Skinner,.Snoop and Stott to tea. ifterd
woerds - for the fun of seeing whether Levison would fzll for it, - he
suggested & little geme of cerds, and e smoke., Levison refused, end
a sercastic remerk sbout hypocrisy by the Bounder, nrecipiteted e
free-for-all fight. Subsequently, the Bounder healed the breach by
en unexpected epology, but Fkinner in snger, sttempted to koep Levison
out of the Highcliffe match by getting Ponsonby to send e fake messege
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end then tie him up in ¢ disused pert of Highcliffel. The plot wes
foiled by Coker's blundering in.

In the next story, Bunter overheard Skinner upbraiding Ponsonby end
Co. on the failure of the plot, end told the tele to Vharton. Ievison,
however, esked the Remove not to give Skinner & regging. This stood in
good steed when Bright tried to conviect him of theft by teking money from
Quelch's study end pleeing it in Levison's box., Skinner got wind of
this end switched the notes end Bright ncerly got expelled.

In the lest story (MAGNET 1034) the veults were explored by Levison
end the Famous Five Bright muscled on to the party, got lost and wes
found by Levison. Their leamp feiled end, blundering sbout in the
derkness, Levison found the missing will -~ he hed & few matche: end
struck one et the right moment - end came scross & staircase that led to
the beck of the penelling in Quelch's study, whence they were rescued.

Thus the family fortunes were restored, and in GEM 1034, the Levisoqs
left Greyfriars for the lest time end returned to St.Jim's,

1) The Caterpiller, Ponsonby, ¢nd Skinner o1l speak of Levison's being
pelly with the Highcliffe blades "in the old deys" end Skinner says

"I remember once in the old dsys, he spoofed Quelch with 2 ysrm ebout a
telephone call, when he wented to get off to the races with some High-
cliffe men."

(FROM PAGE 29) GREYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUAL
1924

Greyfriars,, A Great Man at Greyfriars .. e .
Greyfriarg,, Something Special for Bunter i >
Rookwood .. Morny 's Master-stroke.. im 5 .
Rookwood ., The Manoeuvres of Muffin .. .
St, Jim's .. Grundy 's Merry Christmas .. . g
ot JAin'y .. The Merry Prisoner e A
St, Jim's .. The Schoolboy Treasure Hunters whs e

(Reprint of Gem No,173 The Mysterlous Docu~

ment; also No,l74, Tom Merry's Treasure Is-

land; also No.l75, The Schoolboy Castaways)

1925:

Greyfriars.. Bunter's Banking Account .. - 53 i
Greyfriars,, The Bunter Cup .. b a i k e pes
Greyfriars,. The Rival Editors, o o % e e
(Reprint og Magnet No,306 - Harry Wharton's
Christmas Number), 57 e £ e
Rookwood ,, a False Alarm ks 553 v 53 5% i o5
Rookwood .. Getting Quits with Greyfriars .. 33 2
St, Jim's ., Forbidden to Fight i o S = 5
8t, Jim's ,. The Bishop's Medal
(Rep§int of Gem No,313 Rallylng round Fig-
gins) .. % * =5
St, dim's .. The Tribulations of Trimble - s o»
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Detectives in Boyg Literakure

By Herbert Leckenby

$ Undoubtedly with the exception of tales of school life, stories
about detectives heve been the most populaer in boys' weeklies for severel
decades. This despite the fact that there erc no Sexton Blskes in reel
life. There are individuals styled private detectives, or enquiry
egents, but they spend most of their time treiling feithless husbends -
or wives - instead of solving intermationel intrigues, or bringing to
Jjustice master ciriminels.
Some time ego @ private detective did get into the news. Tt looked
et one time as if like the sleuths in the boys' weeklies he hed solved
a murder mystery whore the police hed feiled, but eles! the end wes enti-
climex, and he retired agein to oblivion.
In the halcyon deys of the "Union Jeock" curious reeders used to esk
if Sexton Bleke reelly lived. The editor would reply blendly, "Well, no
“he is a fictitious cherescter, but he is drewn from life," copying, I suppose,
the suggestion that Conen Doyle sew in Sherlock Holmes & certein Dr. Bell.
Fency though enyone in reel life having e frection of the lives of nine
hundred end ninety-nine cats, a&s has been the lot of Sexton Blake in his
long career. But then, editors - or some of them - have to tell the tale
Nowedays yerns of privete detectives heve etteined the dignity of
stiff covers, and cen be found by the score in the public libreries, but
they ere meinly whodunit etuff, with 957 chatier and 54 action., Te who
read in the golden days when the bookstells groened under the weight of
boys' weeklies demended action. No lezy Peter Wimscys for us, our
Sexton Blekes ¢nd Nelson Lees hed to be et it twenty-four hours e day, "
end oft-times in the jews of deeth. e wented no set scene in o country
mension, we asked for plot end counterplot with a chese across the world.
We knew who the villain wes from the first chepter, we were content to
let him be on top at times so long as he was brought to justice in the end.
Some of us who ere not so very young sigh for the mester-oriminels,
Plummer, Kestrel, Zingrave, Professor Kew end their like. Mnd, those
sinister organisetions, the "Order of the Ring", the "Green Triengle" and
the "Criminals’ Confederation". Ales! the present dey publishers will
have none of thems it's yeers end yeers since our beloved Tinker wes in
the hends of & king of crime; he spends too much time in pubs end wise-

cracking with femoles of doubtful virtue.
True, the Plummers snd the Carlacs used to set their authors a prob-—

lem. If they put them behind bers st the end of a story they, the suthors,
were up egeinst it. They could see to it thet efter a scjourn in Blesk-
moor for a time the criminel could menege to escape. He could do it
once - or twice - but he could not go on doing it. So the author sew to
it that his villain wes deprived of his ill-gotten geins in the last
chepter but maneged to escepe by the skin of his teeth in order to be on
hend for the next story. 3

I seid at the begimnning thet detective stories have been populer with
boys for seversl decades. I think it would be safe to say they ceme into
vogue in this country in the closing yeers of the nineteenth century.
Eerlier, the publishers like Brent, Fox, Bmmett, Guy Reyner snd the rest
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relied mainly on school ¢nd histcricel yerms, teles of pirates, highwaymen
and 01ld London Town to stir the hearts of the Victorien boy, #nd privete
detectives were almost unknowm.

There would eppeer to be not the slightest doubt thet ‘mericez cen
cleim the credit for cresting the seriel detective cherzcter, for accord-
ing to Ellery Queen's liystery Magezine. July 1949, the "0ld Sleuth Library"
was sterted es long ego as 1872, ¢nd the stories of 0ld Cap Collier
started nine yeors later. Then there was Nick Certer, who for yeers
meent as much to Americen youth s Sexton Bleke to ours. According to en
article in Dime Novel Round-Up, June 1943, Nick 2lsc first oppeared in the
1870's, being featured in three seriasls by John R. Coryell. These scoring
a hit the "Nick Certer Librery" followed end ron to over 100 numbers. I.
have a suspicion though thet the statement thet this happened in the '70's
was & printer's error, for the erticles gces on to say "The Nick Certer
Library followed the Weekly in 1897", with no suggestion that there was
some 20 years in between. This suspicion is confirmed by the afore men-
tioned "Ellery Queen's Mystery Mogesine'", for after its statement thet 014
Cep Collier epperred in 1893 it seys "less then 2 decede leter Nick Cerder
begen ¢ long career,"

Anywey, s with chewing gum, cendy floss, esnd fruit mechincs, it's
cleer Americe ceshed in on the private detective first.

Returning to this side of the ocesn it would eppeer that the once
famous firm of Jemes Henderson end Sons were pionecers in publishing detec-
tive stories here. TFor in ¢ copy of "Young Folks Paper" deted June 21st
1890, there eppeered o list of over 200 titles published in their ' cekly
Budget People's Pocket Story Books (3d.). smong them were e number of
detective stories, for exemple, No.164 "Joe Pheenix," No0.291 "The Dragon
Detective" end No.317 "The Tjorking Men Detective". The presence of Joe
Phoenix, however, mekes it obvious they werc ‘mcricen reprints.

Then ceme the Aldine Publishing Compeny to give the detective story &
reel place in the sun, for in 1894 they leunched their "Detective Toles".
They were published four =t a time, about monthly, cnd there were 344 of
them in #ll.  Here agein, however, the grcet majority of them, if not 11,
were of Americen origin. There were meny bizorre titles smong them. I'1l
quote @ few: "The Demon Detcetive"; "01d Flectricity, the Lightning
Detective"; "Red Light Will the River Detective"; "Doc Grip the Sport
Detective"; "Lody Kete, the Doshing Ledy Detective". Another wes "The Do
Detective", but I heve no note of the neme of this predecessor to Psdro.
No.l was "Br:nt Ldems, the Emperor of Detectives".

~bout thie time L1fred Hermsworth entered the field of boys' literstute
with the "Helfpenny liervel", "Union Jzck" rnd "Pluck", snd the Britisher
ceme into his own.

No.6 of the Helfpenny Morvel contained = story "The Missing Millior-}
eire", It wes 2 crude story but it was destincd t- become historic, for
it wes the first of more then 3,000 stories of Sexton Blake, the longest
lived character in eny kind of fiction. Stories about him begen to
appear fairly frequently in both the "Marvel" snd the "Union Jack" ;written
by @ numbe; of authors. There wes nothing outstending ebout them, they
were certeinly in no way superior to these sbout other detectives who comb
on the scene sbout the seme time. How is it then thet Sexton Blake hos
continued his cereer for neerly sixty ycars, wherees a2ll his carly rivels
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pessed into obliviun long ego? Well, it's = pet theory of mine thet it
was due to the inspirction which mede someone saddle Bleke with thet
unusual Christien name. It is seid thet Conefi Doyle when trying to find
¢ Christian noame for Holmes first thought of "Sherrington"; then like =
flash ceme "Sherlock". Secid one of his blogrephers, "It clicked like the
turning of o key in e lock." So with Sexton - it clicked. If he had
been called Gordon or Mertin Bleke he would probably have died before the
greet mejority of hies present dey edmirers were born, insteed of heving
his neme set by linotype operators thousends upon thousends of times,
Thet's in & name!l

However, closely upon the heels of Sexton Bleke ceme Nelson Iee
created by thet fertile breined Yorkshire doctor, John 7. Staniforth,
writing es Nexwell Scott. He instelled Nelson Lee in the Greys Inn Roed,
kept him to himself for & greet meny yeers end sew to it thet he hed s
meny heirsbreedth esc:zpes and wes o8 fer trevelled as his fellow sleuth &
mile or so ewey in Buker Street.

Mexwell Scott elso built up three other detectives who beceme very

popular. Kenyon Ford for the "Big Budge!'", Vernon Reed (Boys! Leadey ) ‘And,
Mertin Dele (Chums). “"/ith Nelson Lee they were "queds" really for they
went through exectly the seme hezardous sdventures in search of missing
heirs with clues hidden in statuettes, books, watch cases end so on, He
hed still enother, Gordon Grey, in the esrly deys of the -'d. Union Jeck,
but he never reached the dignity of the serisl story end wes completely
forgotten until the .A.P. republished the few stories in the short-lived
Detective Library some 30 yeers leter!
~ And we mustn't forget that the busy doctor was also one of the littlg
ermy of Sexton Bleke suthors.

knother writer populsr with the lads who were going to school when
the 20th century dewned wes ilec G. Pearson. He,to0, created & number of
‘tecs. Stenley Dare, known #s the boy detective, Frenk Ferrett, Royston
Gower, and, to lend & little veriety # couple of "Doctors" K MMessine end
Nevada, to wit. Then there wes "illiem iurray Greydons one cannot lesvg
him out where ¢lmost eny type of story wes concerned. To the army of
sleuths he supplied ..bel Link, Carfex Beines,Gordon Fox end probebly
others, to say nothing of millions of words ebout Sexton Bleke,

Cedric "/olfe, sn euthor about whom little is known, deserves & niche
in the gellery of detective story writers, for his Kit and Core, brother
end sister detectives. Cora, e winsome less, had to get ebout in leng
gkirts but they didn't prevent her getting into some desperate situations
end out of them agein. Occasionelly they beceme essociated with Sexton
Bleke in the days of the slim "Union Jeck" pink covers.

I wonder how many St.Frenks fens rememher Cerson Grey, '"The celehrrt#d
London detective". He wes creected by B. S. Brooks, writing &s Robert /.
Comrede, long before he took over Nelson Lee, end was associated with
Frank Kingston in his fight sgeinst the Brotherhood of Iron. Their
edventures were told in two thrill packed seriels. '"The Iron Island"
end "The Brotherhood of Iron" which eppeered in the Gem, in 1910-1911.
These seriels were similer in plot to "The Green Trisngle" end "Eilcen
Dare" stories which eppeecred leter in the Nelson Lee Librery. In my
opinion they were E. S. Brooks et his very best, end why he should heve
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disguised himself as Robert '/. Comrade is a mystery to one who greatly
enjoyed them., His reasl name wesn't familier then, of course, but I don't
gsee why he shouldn't have used it, for the two serials were a credit to
him, If I remember rightly, the serials were followed by some complete ‘
stories.

hnother who made his mark es a detective story writer was Merk Darrem,
actually Normen Godderd. He wrote a great many of the Sexton Blake
stories in the early years of the pemny Union Jack, also several of those
which appeared in the Boys' Friend 3d. Librery snonymously before Sexton
Blake got @ library of his own. He made his Inspector Spesring just
about the most bumptious end pig-headed of a2ll the Yerd men who went
running to Baker Street for help when they were up egeinst it.

John G. Rowe, & prolific writer of the time, told me that Mark
Darren once nearly came to blows with Hamilton Edwerds in an argument ovenx
a story. Later he did some resl fighting for he was in France almost
from the stert of the Keiser ar, and unfortunately was killed there.

4L striking feature about the detective freternity was the number who
had two syllables to their first names, ene to the second. All the
better known ones were "beptised" that wey, and looked impressive on a
business card. But one of Maerk Darren's creatimns, John Smith, went to
the other extreme.

4 survey of this popular type of boyhood fiction would not be com-
plete without mentioning the "comics", for meny detectives appesred
within their pages. Best remembered perheps was "Hewkshew" who hed o
g long run in the "Jester". So far es I remember he was always just
Hewkshew, his Christien neme never being revesled.

Most detectives hed en essistent of the Tinker, Nipper type, but
Mertin Steele, of Comic Cuts, hed twelve - e11 ladies, young &nd glamorous.
Each week one of them helped him bring some criminal to Justice. These
stories had quite 2 leng run.

Usually., however, the detective stories in the comics were rather
flimsy effeirs, for they were completed esch week, and only occupied e
page, providing little room for a very convincing story.

liccompenying this erticle is o list of the detectives of yesteryeer
I can recall. I do not suggest it is enything like complete, neither
hove I mede eny ettempt to check up on the more modern pepers. “7ith
one exeeption, they ere but memories, for only Sexton Bleke the eternel
lives on. Nevertheless, they deserve & place in the history of boys'
litersture, for Nelson Lee, Kenyon Ford, Stenley Dsre, Abel lLink end
the rest provided good cheer end meny & thrill when, where clesn. pulse-
stirring yerns for boys were concerned, were undoubtedly the "good old deﬁs".

Name Author reper(s) featured in
Carfex Beines Yim Murrey Graydon Henderson Publicetions
end Nelson Lee Lib,
Sexton Bleke Numerous (over 100) Union Jack ete.
Dixon Brett Inon., Various Aldines
Curtis 'Cerr Lierle Denesford Chempion.
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Neme Author peper(s) feetured in
Nick Carter Wick Certer Weekly etc.
Howerd Clifton Escott Lynn True Blue
Joe Deale Pluck
Mertin Dale Mexwell Scott Chums

Scerlett Dengerfield
Stenley Dare
Trimley Deare
Adem Deunt
Abel Deunt
Frank Dudley
Ferringdon
Frenk Ferrett
Peter Flint
Kenyon Ford
Gordon Fox
Royston Gower
Gordon Grey
Mexwell Grey
Penther Greyle
Hawkshaw
Dixon Hewke

Rendell Keene
Michael Heerne
Nelson Lee

Abel Link
Ferrcrs Locke

John Lyon
Hexrxry Merks
Dr. Messinea
Middleton Moore
Dr. Neveada

Nemo

Ras Pegen

Joe Phoenix
Vernon Reed

John Smith
Mertin Stern
Fergus Scerth
George Sleath
Paul Sleuth
/nthony Sharpe
Dick Sheriden
Will Spesring

Anon.
.lec G. Pearson

Anon.

Anon.

Alfred Barnerd
non,

Alec G. Pearson

Mexwell Scott

e Murray Graydon
Alee G. Pesrson
Mexwell Scott

Anon.,
Various

+d., Boys' Friend
%d. Pluck, Mervel.
Champion

Fun and Fiction
Firefly

Mervel

Jack's Peper

+d Mervel, etc.
Nuggett Library
Big Budget

Boy's Hersld

Boys' Friend etc.
Detective Library
#d Union Jack
Champion

Jester and Tonder
adventure, etc.
Dixon Hawke Iib.
Boys' Journel (.i.P.)
Boys' Hereld

Mexwell Scott (creator) 7r-rious Amelgematcd Press

Edwy ‘earles Brooks etc.

im, Murrey Greydon
Cherles Hemilton
Hedley Scott etec.
Stephen Agnew
Bracebridge Hemying
Alec G. Peerson
Jack North

Alee G. Pesrson
Phil Reyburn
Julien Jackson
Mexwell Scott

Mexrk Darren

Escott Lynn

Cedric "folfe
Edmund Burton

Merk Derran

Publications
1d. Boys' Friend
=gnet, Gem =tc,

Nugget Library
True Blue
Jester, Boys'! Friend
Pluck

+d Pluck etc.
The Gleem
WMarvel

Verious ..ldines
Boys'! Leeader
Big Budget
Pluck

Pluck

True Blue
Mervel

4d Union Jeck
Gem

4d Boys' Fricnd
Pluck
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Neme .uthor Peper(s) feetured in

Shirley Steele Mervel

Peloon Swift : i e O Boys' lMegezine
Fielding Torrance Stewert Young Boys' Hereld
Herbert Treckett ilec G. Peerson Boys'! Friend
Mertin Treckmenn John G. Howard Football Favourite
Vernon Trew Donoven Mert Big Budget

Kit & Core Twyford Cedric Wolfe Pluck etc.

Reymond "Jeird Sidney Drew Jester

Darrell Yorke Arthur St.John Vengusrd

. wlnlan\_ (D&rﬁj\ OLD BOYS BOOK SPECIALIST
93 Hill s10¢, London N.WU.10. |
1 Qﬁfet/s for Sale: :

MaGNETS D97 ~ 10875 mimus 100 comes. | |
GEMS 148, 81067 wmus 40 cons-
MARVELS 1~ 800 commere-nim - -
NrLsoN LeEs 45507 o series - -
g e R T SR

| NEED 15 NUMBERS BETWEEN 1006 - 1038 TO COMPLETE
MY C;'EM COLLECTION ; ALSO SCATTERED MAGINETS s
BETWEEN S0 ~ 1096. | OFFER L/BERAL EXCHANGES ~ ~

5
-

WANTED: Aldine Original Robin Hoods, 1903 edition, Also
wanted Aldine Jack Sheppards, good prices paid. To No, 4-
Nuneaton Road, Dagenham, Essex,
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Tl\z AMAZING, Gw:ée_,t of Bﬂlg Bunter

By Roger M. Jenkins

"To laugh without sympathy," declered Bernard Shaw, "is a ruinous
abuse of a noble function." This expleins why the charscter of Billy
Bunter is such & great success, while thet of Beggy Trimble is not. The
later Bunter is in some weys 2 likeable charecter, but Trimble is never
anything but contemptible. As Cherles Hemilton himself remerks in this
connexion, "Baggy owed his existence to the fact thet Bunter was such @
drew in the other paper: but though he was the work of my own hends, I
never liked him mch: the real truth being thet en suthor should never
imitate even himself. He had to be differentisted from Billy Bunter,
and all the differences turned out bedly for him," This is in fect the
crucial point: Triuble had all of Bunter's bad quelities, but none of his
good ones.

Bill Bunter, we are told, wes created 2t the end of the nineteenth
century, but did not meet with the aepprovel of the editor to whom he wes
first offered, end consequently wes put into cold storsge, es it were,
until the Megnet mede its first appesrance in 1908, Like all of Cherles
Hemilton's characters, he wes drawn from life: his corpulence was derived
from en editor; his hebit of blinking owlishly wes copied from one of the
esuthor's uncles; while his eternsl expectation of a postal order wes sug-
gested by en impecunious reletive who wes olweys expecting 2 cheque. It
is also rumoured thet Bunter's fetuous conceit was modelled on the behaviour
of a feaous Victorien politician.,

The Barly Bunter.

Bunter had 211 these attributes in 1908, but nevertheless ot that
time he wes not the Bunter of whom most of us beceme so fond in leter yeers.
At first, he wes prectically inoffensive, end not excessively fet. He wes
noticeawly short-sighted, snd much of the humour seemed to revolve eround
his mistekes in identifying people. His catch-phrase wes "I'm sincerely
sorry" - and he often had occesion to use it. From the beginning, Bunter's
one good point wes his ability to cook, end his red fece looked up from
the fireplace on many & study feed. In the esrly deys he displayed a
marked resourcefulness - he took up physicel culture in Magnet No.ll,
hypnotism in No.20, end boxing in No.81 - 211 without eny merked success.
There wes an exception to this in Mognet No.32 - "The Greyfrisrs Ventri-
loquist" ~ from which time he Wegen to develop his remarkasble powers of
throwing his own voice and imiteting the voices of others, attributes
which were to form the basis of meny eamusing stories in the future.

Billy Bunter end Frenk Nugent were at Greyfriars from the beginning,
and they hed study No.l to themnselves until Herry "horton arrived in the
first number. When in Megnet No.l4l # new study - No.l4 - was opened,
however, Billy Bunter decided to grece it with his presence, together with
Alonzo Todd end Wun Lung, whose effluence node him deer to Bunter; but
before long Bunter's new study mates had deperted, end he was left to
woste his sweetness on the desert oir, He eventuelly noved to Study No.7j,
which he had to himself until Megnet No.271 - asppropristely entitled "The
Inpossible Four" - in which Alonzo Todd rsturned to the school with his
cousin Peter, and Datton, the deaf boy, made & fourth., From this time
onwerds, Billy Bunter remeined e fixture in study No.7.
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During the first yeer or two of the Megnet's career, Billy Bunter
pleyed quite a prominent psrt, no doubt boceuse he wes in the seame study
as the hero of the stories, After thot time, however, he scemed to
decline & little. His cherecter was developing, all of it unpleesantlyj
ertfulness, untruthfulness, #nd ¢ propensity for eavesdropping were ell
epperent by the yeer 1910, as displayed in Megnet No.142, in which Billy
Bunter pleced en advertisement in the locel peper, inviting Public School
boys to send @& shilling for details of & great money-meking scheme for
trensletions from the clessics. "/ith considersble ingenuity ~nd resource,
Bunter menaged to keep the swindle going for quite a while before the
collepse ceme, Again, in the Christmes Double Numnber for 1910, Megnet
No.148, entitled "Bunter's Bust-up", is rcleted the lengths to which he
went to reise the moncy for e feed - even to the extent of writing e
begging letter to & cheriteble organisetion and "touching" Mr. Quelch. |
It is not surprising thet Bunter wes losing his populerity with the i
readers ot this stage. : ,

Billy Bunter's Postel Order, on the strength of which so meny loans
were raised, was first heerd of in Megnet No.2, #nd it has been in the
post e¢ven since. On one or two occasions, Postel Orders have actuelly
arrived, but there hes solweys been something odd sbout them., Bulstrode
sent him & number (for smell smounts) on his birthdey in Megnet Wo.133 -
"The Postal Order Conspiracy'". Unfortunastely, one was crossed, and the
others peyeble et Courtfield, Frisrdele, and Leverock respectively.

, It wes often re.erked thet truth and Bunter were complete strengers
There wes en exception to this rule, however, in Megnet No.160 - "Poor
0l1d Bunter" - in which he dived into en empty swi-ming bath, end lost hi1 |
menory for & whilce, during which time he beceme quite & truthful end ‘
tolerable person.  Alonzo Todd helpfully proffered beef tee (accidentally
adultereted with ink) end suggested dropping him in the bath ogain to | |
revive his memory with o second shock. Johnny Bull pleyed his concertina

to Bunter, who promptly burnt it et the first opportunity.

The Middle Period.

Mr. Bunter was on the Stock Exchange, among the bulls, bears, stags
and other feersome smimels thet heunt the purlieus of Throgmorton Street
Unfortunstely, he usuelly impersoneted the wrong -snimel, snd consequently
he seldom hed :snything but edvice to bestow upon his hopeful children. On
one ogeesion, however, in Magnet No.366, Mr. Bunter actuslly pulled off 3
successful deal, snd Bunter received four fivers, o remittence thet wes 4
nine deys' wonder in the Remove. Unfortunotcly, Mr. Bunter's affluence
vanished as suddenly as it had arrived. Iir, Bunter sterred agein in
No.474 when he wes the victim of 2 swindler who hed convinced hin thet,
after a certein amount of costly research, Mr. Bunter could ley cleim to
en extinct esrldom., Bunter was to be ¢ viscount, #nd his brother in
the Second Torm wes to become the honoursble Semuel Bunter. It wes not
long before the swindler wes shewn up, &nd Viscount Bunter becene o
commoner egain, giving up D'Arcy's sccent ond Ponsonby's sn.er which he
hed so essiduously cultivated,

There was only one person who had ever succeeded in bringing out the
better side of Bunter's nature, end thet wes Core Quelch, the nicce of
the Remove form mester, She was a very plump young ledy, and when she
ceme to stey at the school for 2 while, in Megnet No.364, she soon found
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out that Billy Bunter wae very sensible for 2 boy - his interest in cook-
ing being fully reciproczated by herself. Bunter even menaged to save
her from a bull, end this set the seal on & most eppropriate friendship.
Cora Quelch paid another visit to the school in Megnet No.460, during which
time they renewed their friendship, end Bunter once again distinguished
himself by pulling her out of the Sark., He seemed indced to have turned
over a new leaf, but when Miss Quelch left @reyfriars her influence waned
soon after her departure. To quote: "It was exactly three days before
Billy Bunter made his first attempt to rsise cash on a Postzl Order he wag
expecting - a Postal Order from one of his titled relatives, as he
explained., And the sane evening he had occasion to stop and tie his shod-
lace as he was passing Mr. Quelch's keyhole. So, enmazing es it hed deen
while it larted, th:zre was an unfortunate lack of permanency about
Bunter's Reformation."

From time to time efforts were made by the Remove to reform Bunter
but these were also of impermenent durstion. In No.541 - "Willism the
Good" - Bunter convinced his form fellows that his particular brend of
virtue could be even nore unpleasent than his normal habits. Bunter's
amezing brain went off et snother tengent in No0,593, when he became s
Bolshevik, and tried to implement the redistribution of wealth by
threatening Lord Mauleverer with a poker, It was not until the Removites
begen to help themselves to Bunter's property that his thoughts beceame
less radicel.

Billy Bunter had a cousin Wally who wes exactlvy like him in looks,
except thet he did not weer spectacles. Yielly " hed made a:brief -appearsnce
alrcady in No.439 - "The Other Bunter" - end the Removites were pleasently
surprised on thet occasion to discover that “ally hed very little in
common with Billy except in looks. Wally worked in en office, but, :
efter rendering his employer & great service, he was sent to St.Jim's s
a reward. Welly would rather have gone to Greyfriers to rcnew his
ecquaintence with Herry “herton end Co., snd Billy was anxious to" lecave
Greyfriers for a while, since he was being dunned by 2 locel bookmeker.
So Billy prevailed upon his cousin to exchange pleces, end the Seints werd
treated to Billy's entrencing society while Welly tried herd to live down
his cousin's reputation ot Greyfriers.

This was the longest series the Magmet had published to dete - it roy
for eighteen weeks (Nos. 568 to 585). After the initiel impetus, howevex,
Welly Bunter cessed to figure prominently in the stories: this wes the
time when glimmerings of @ secondery plot begen to be menifest: there wee
the trouble with Highcliffs there was the story of Snoop's reforaction
on his father's releese from prison; end there was the feud with Loder.
The series wes merred by two stories interpoleted by substitute writers -
Nos. 573 end 581. Nevertheless, there wes good reading to be hed o1l
the wey to the end, when Billy Bunter receppeered in No.585 entitled
"The Return of the Netive."

The Megnet stories during this series were dremetic rather then
humorous, since Billy Bunter, the mirthmeker, had removed his fet cercese
to St.Jim's to trede upon his cousin's good reputetion therc., Accordingly
Nos.571 to 585 of the Gem chronicled the more emusiag side of the picture
There wes greet competition by both houses at St.Jin's to heve Bunter,
since Welly Bunter's prowess s & footbzller wes known thire, School
House eventuclly won, but the victory wes soon regretted when Billy Bunter
own peculiar hebits became known et the school.
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There were glso four stories interpoleted into the Gem serics by |
substitute writers, but the genuine Hazmilton stories in the Gem during
this series were, if enything, slightly better then the Megnet ones. How
Cardew meneged to eviet Bunter from Study No.6, how Bunter tried to reise
the wind under the pretence of orgenising e cherity, how the school beceme
heunted by strenge voices, end how eventuelly Billy Bunter suddenly decided
to return to Greyfriers, leeving Wally no option but to go to St.Jim's end
face the accumuleted wreth of mesters end boys olike for the misdecds of
his cousin £11 meke highly enterteining rceding. In the end, Wolly
Bunter left St.Jim's to tzke up & position in Peris. Three ycars later
he resppear=d ot Greyfriesrs os o form master, but the scries wes not i
written by Charles Hamnilton, end accordingly no further comnent is ceolled !
for here,

The yeers 1920 end 1921 in the Megnet sew more stories by substitute
writers then eny other period. Nevertheless, the stories that were
actually written by Cherles Hemilton only stend out the more conspicuously
for thet. In No.640, Bunter decided to go benkrupt, snd through Peter
Todd, his legal edviser, he duly edvertised for claims. Then the
Removites came to work out ell the little sums thet Bunter owed them,
they discovered that it smounted to over £27. The eletion of the
creditors soon vanished, however, when they hcerd it was to be & scttle-
ment of only & peuny in the pound, snd that Bunter proposed to stort
borrowing e11 over agein, as soon as he had settled his debts in this
remarkable memner. Bunter was up to his entics agein eleven weeks
later, dressing up s his sister Bessic to force admittance to = Remove
feed, at which he procceded to insult the Removites with impunity while
he scoffed the lion's share of the feed. Unfortunstcly, Bunter suc-
cunbed to the te.ptetion of eetin; the shoire of the food he had promised
to save for Bessie in rewerd for her lending him her clothes, snd she cemé
over from Cliff House and indignently revegled the truth,

Mention must be mede here of o remerkable story in No.652 of the
Megnet entitled "Bunter's Beby". This story is unique in thet it is the
only story to have bsen written perwly by Cherles Hemilton end partly by
a substitute writer. Apperently e short story written by Cherles Hemil-
ton was omended end lengthened to fit a Megnet. The plot revolved sround
& baby Billy Bunter wes esked to mind, snd thoush it is not a story of eny
significence in itself, collectors may find it intriguing to scen it end
attempt to ascertein exectly which parts were written by Cherles Hemilton

A strange phenomenon occurred in No.682, when Bunter groundlessly
convinced himself thet he wes growing thinner, ond so he purchesed ¢
bottle of Dr.,Flummox's Fettening Fluid. This clixir scemed to produce
8 very contrery cffect, end for @ while Bunter grew even thinner then
Peter Todd, but, needless to sey, the effect wes only trensitory. After
thin Bunter, we hed, in succession, deaf Bunter in No.689, blind Bunter in
No.715, end lame Buntcr in No.806. Heving thus run the gemut of the
infirmities, #s it were, Billy Bunter apparcntly decided to excrt his
wonderful talents in other dircctions, srd we hesrd no more of his sed
afflections.

In 1922 there eppesred the first series in the Magnet centring wholly
around Billy Bunter, 2lbeit ¢ short one in Nos.737 to 73%9. On this
occasion, he threw e concoction of soot, glue, #nd other noxious ingredicnts
over his form master in misteke for Coker. Mr.Quslch counended Bunter t?
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lose no time in accompenying him to the Heed to be flogged end expelled.
Bunter, however, had other idess on the metter,and he left Greyfriers for
temporery sojourns in St.Jim's and Rookwood before he wes eventuelly
brought back., Needless to sey, he wes not expelled, Mr.Quelch heving
decided to be lenient when he understood it wes o misteke., This theme
must heve been popular, for it wes repested in a story specislly written
for the 1927 Holidey hnnuel by Cherles Hemilton,

Two yeers later Bunter was agein the centre of ettraction, in Nos.
874 to 877. Dr.Locke hed sentenced him to be flogged for pleying ventri-
loquial tricks, but Bunter, heving no relish for floggings, cheeked the
Head end Mr.Quelch until it wes decided to expel him instead. He deperted
in deep setisfaction, with the prospect of heving the remsinder of the
term free from work, end then going to Bton or Herrow the following term,
Mr, Bunter, however, threetened to put his hopeful son to work in sn office
in the City, @ prospect so elarming thet Bunter returned to Greyfriesrs
in en effort to persusde the Heed to teke him beck, It nced hardly be
edded thet he was, in the end, successful, though he scarcely eided his
cause by sitting on & stool outside Greyfriars with a plecerd, "I refuse
to be eggspslled; I went justiss,"

There cen be no doubt thet the funniest series thet ever sppeered in
the Megnet wes the Bunter Court series of 1925 in Nos.910 to 917. This
series defies criticism beceuse it is pure ferce. To Bunter fens it is
@ sheer joy to read.

Most of us heve o2 sneaking sympathy for the under-dog, be he deserv-
ing or undeserving. consequently it wes with no little pleasure that we
reed in the Megnet how, after yeersof boesting to incredulous listencrs
of the glories of his ancestrel home, Billy Bunter suddenly brought it to
life for & few brief weeks, to the emazement of all the Removites.

It begen when Bunter viewed a neerby mension for Lord Maulevcrer,
whose guardisn wes thinking of leesing it for the swmmer. Buntor could
not rceist the teumptetion of ellowing the cstete sgent to continue to
think he weg ILoxrd Meuleverer, snd in that neme he engaged the mansion for
himself, having its neme chenged to Bunter Court.  Lord Msuleverer
accepted Bunter's opinion that the mension would not suit his guerdien,
end thence begen the emezing deception, the servents knowing Bunter by
his reel neme, s#nd the Estete egent by hls sssumed one. Of course,
Bunter hed no money to pey for the rent, let elone the servents! weges
or the cost of the food, but he Borrowed money from his guests, and -
tipped the servants to keep them quiet, Then the Estate agent bceceme
suspicious, Bunter adroltly locked him in the wine celler, end the putler
later shered his fate. D'Arcy discovered Bunter feeding his prisoners
in the middle of the night, #nd he soon mede 2 third in the cellar. The
deception was eventuelly disoovercd, =nd Bunter fled precipitetely from
Bunter Court. For-fetched though this series may be, it is nevertheless
so enterteining thet we cenmnot but surrender our objections, #nd yield
wholeheartedly to the delightful nonsensec of it all.,

Bunter ceptured the limelight once agein in Nos.956 end 957, when
his backwardness in cless impelled Mr.Quelch to give him speciel: tuition
deily for an hour after cless. Bunter convinced himself that he wes
being persecuted, #nd he absented himself from the school for o while,
leaving e note expleining why he was going, thus hoping to touch Mr.Quelch's
stony heert. He succeeded only in being sentenced to o spell in the
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punishment room on his return - on e spare diet! - end though he leter
meneged to turn the tebles by locking Mr.Quelch in the punishment room,
it was ell to no aveil.

Billy Bunter's ventriloquiel tricks often got him into trouble, but
they seldom turned out so emusingly es they did in thet classic story in
Megnet No.996 cntitled "Bunter's Brein Storm". He telephoned Chunkley's
stores in Courtfield, and ordered tuck on e levish scele - all to be put
down to the account of Mr.Quelch, whose voice he imiteted on the telephone
When the time of retribution epprosched, Bunter tried to convince his forq
mester thet he had had e brein storm when he ordsred the tuck, but
Mr.Quelch, by the judicious introduction of e cene into the ergument,
cleerly shewed how little credence he was prepared to put in this ingeniows
cleim,

Now end agein one comes across tales in the Megnet thet scem out of
keeping with the generel tone of the stories. Usually, these turn out

to be stories which have been specially written et the behest of the editor,

like No.409 which shews Frenk Nugent ecting somewhat out of cherescter, or|
Nos. 1122 to 1125, the Revenspur Grange series, which was modelled on Edger
Wallace lines. Billy Bunter ceme in for his share of this type of story
in No+1016, when he seved the life of e gypsy's child, end in No.1137
entitled "Bunter the Bendit".  But the most estounding of #11 were Nos.
1036 to 1037, in which he beceme Bunter the Benevolent es o result of
resding Dickens' Christmes Cerol., These stories - snd Strong Bunter in
No0.1348 - ere teales which some readers enjoy, while others find them
veguely disturbing. In & way, they defy criticism beceouse they are so
exceptional.

The Later Bunter.

A remerkeble transformetion wes teking place in the cheracter of
Billy Bunter during the 'twenties. He remneined, es before, lezy, greedy,
inquisitive, untruthful, obtuse, end slovenly, but in spite of o1l these
foults he begen to Wecome o sympathetic cheracter; instead of leughing
et him, the reeders begen to laugh with him, end this great chenge also
coincided with & grest improvement in the stenderd of writing of the Grey-
friars stories. Billy Bunter was coming into his own at last.

Bunter now becgen to get awey with his emezing effronteries, es the
circus series in Nos.1069 to 1076 well illustrates. Dashing out of &
detention cless, with euthority hotly pursuing him, he csme scross the
circus proprietor, Mr.Whiffles, bething in the river. Mr.Thiffles wes e
short, tubby gentlemen who wore o number of hirsute sdormments fo conceal
his beldness. Bunter accordingly donned Mr.Whiffle's clothes, wigs, end
beard, end essumed proprietorship of the circus for a few weeks while the
genuine owner, deprived of his hair, went unrecognised by his former
employees. It wes & lark corried to hitherto unprecedented lengths,and ‘me
find ourselves ' sympathising with Bunter all slong, even though we know
him to be in the wrong. Some years leter, Billy Bunter attoched himself
to Signor Muccolini's circus by blackmeil, in Megnets Nos.1481 to 1490, but
he never menaged to etteim quite the degree of eminence thet he did in
Whiffle's circus.

Cherles Hamilton states thet, in his opinion, the most omusing Megncd
stories he ever wrote comcerning Bunter were the peir in Nos.1325 end
1326 - "Bunter's £100 Boater" ond "Billy Bunter's Het Trick", dcscribing
the theft by o tremp of e benknote from Mr.Vernon-Smith. The note wes
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hidden in Bunter's old straw het, 2nd the story turns most amusingly on
the efforts made by the tremp to regein possession of it. Tihether,
however, these are the most amusing stories of the lot is perhaps open to
discussion. As Chesrles Hemilton remarks, "on such points as these I
think the reader is & better judge than the suthor."

The Remove were not fond of Bunter; as Skinner used %o remark,
there would be meny dry eyes if Bunter were expelled. Strangely enough,
however, when he was sentenced to be expelled for something of which he
was innocent, the Remove stood by him, end had & barring-out on Popper!'s
island in Megnets Nos.1374 to 1382. Fisher T. Fish was the real culprit
and he felt moved enough to sympsthise with Bunter, though, of course, it
was many weeks before his sympathy sllowed him to edmit guilt himself.

In 1925, Bunter Court had come to life for a few weeks: now, in
No.1383, in the year 1934, Bunter suddenly beceme possessed of vest wealth,
end enother of his boests wes epperently proved true. Through & chance
encounter with @ person nemed Jervish, Bunter obteined money in unlimited
supplies. Jervish was pursued by o trensetlentic gunman called Tiger
Bronx, end, to evede his unwelcome attentions, Jervish trensferred his
money to Bunter, and ected es his velet, toking good care to inform the
gunmen of his ectien. Vhet he feiled to impart, however, wes thed Bunter
was given only & life interest in the money, &nd that when Bronx hed been
hanged for murdering Bunter, it would revert to Jarvish himself. Bunter
the Billioneire who took the Femous Five on holidey to Italy, wes selter—
natively offensive with opulence end terrified of the ginmen. Eventuelly
in No.1389 the effair wes settled with poetic justice when it turned out
that neither Bunter, nor Jervish, nor Tiger Bronx were entitled to the
money, which hed to go to the Chicego Home for Stray Cats. .nd Bunter
returned to Greyfriers, penniless, sedder if not wiser.

In the eerly stories, the seving of a life often provided & con-
venient climex to the story. This would not have been scceptable to morg
modern readers, and in its place we find Bunter, in the Brazil series,
willy nilly rescuing Chico from the croccdile in Magnet No.1465. This
incident was included only to provide someone who would be in the remerk-
eble position of looking up fto Bunter, end who would, incidentally, be
needed s & friend of Bunter's in 2 later number. Thus, whereas Bunter'
seving Core Quelch, for exemple, wes en end in itseelf, his saving Chico r
wes only @ means to an end. This incident provides an interesting exemple
of the wey in which Charles Hemilton's powers of story telling advenced
during the course of the years.

The collector who desires to enjoy to the full the fatuous antics of
the leter Bunter must turn to the volume for 1937, in which sppeered the
story of Mr.Quelch's gold chein which wes taken from his desk es & joke
by Bunter, who subsequently lost possession of §t to Ponsonby. This
short series in Nos.1518 to 1521 is en excellent example of the closely
woven plots end emusing style of writing so typical of the later Megnets.

If the Bunter Court series wes the funniest of =211 the Msgnet
stories, then the Certer series of 1938 wes essuredly the wittiest. Charlps
Hemilton recollects that he much enjoyed writing the series, end an suthor
usuelly mensges to communicete his enjoyment to his resders. This series,
in Nos. 1561 to 1572 wes the lest one featuring Billy Bunter s the centrel
cheracter of e Megnet story, end his ample figure filled the stege to per-
fection. The story revolved around Bunter's rich uncle Certer, who weas
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considering disinheriting Arthur Certer, e new boy tc Greyfriers, in
favour of Billy Bunter. Arthur Carter naturelly mede every cffort to
get Bunter disgreced, but Bunter wes chempion:d by Bob Cherry, and Carter
found his efforts eveiled him nothing. Cherles Hamilton never suppsssed
the style of writing in this series, which formed o fitting farewell to
Billy Bunter's cercer in the Magnet.

The Bunter Books. :

Some collectors, especially those who heve never had much liking for
the Owl of the Remove, sre not perticularly keen on the Bunter books,
They cleim, with some justificetion, that Billy Bunter dominztes them to
the exclusion of ©ll other cheracters, and con=equently there is plenty
of emusing resding, but little of the more serious cheracter studies of
the type provided in the later Megnets.

There is more than o groin of truth in this, but it would be well
to view the matter from & more reelistic stendpoint. In the days of the
Megnet, it wes comperatively eesy to very the type of fare provided; if
Bunter pleyed a small part one week, his devotees would cheerfully invest
twopence the following week to see if he would be pleying 2 more ccn-
spicuous part then. TWith the Bunter books appesring cnly irregulearly ot
7/6d e time, however, it is not so essy to very the ingredients, end 1t
must not be forgotten thet Bunter is the most popular cheracter with the
schoolboy reeders for whom the books are primerily intended. Furthermore,
it must be borne in mind thet this predominence of Bunter is only e logical
outcome of the tendency that wes becoming more end morc epperent in the
Megnet towerds the close of its cereer. “Then, in Mey of 1937, the
Megnet begen to beer the sub-title "Billy Bunter's Own Peper'", it wes
obvious thet he wes being grcomed for sterdom, as it were, on £n even
higher level.

“wven so, it will be scen on 2 closer inspection thet Bunter does not
unduly domincte @ll the stories in the Bunter books. "Billy Bunter
Butts In", for exemple, conteins e fine cherecter study of Herry "Tharton
=8 the rebel of the Remove once egain, # story which is e delight for his
admirers.

Above 211, it must be rcmembered thet it is through the Bunter books
thet Greyfriers will go down to posterity. For the first time Greyfriers
stories heve been published in bound form (2s distinct from the impermenent
Holidey [nnuels), snd, so long es there is a demend for the school story,
the Bunter books will be printed end reprinted. Groyfriers is et last |
able to compete with such bocks as "Stelky snd Cu." at the seme 1lovel., |
It is & metter for rejoicing that the ridiculous stigme which atteched to
weekly papers of all kinds no longer attechcs to the work of Cherles
Hemilton.

Conclusion

That ere we tu meke of Billy Bunter? How is it thet Cherles Hemil-l .
ton's most femous cherscter is practically the only impossible onc he ever
drew? Therc is no doubt that Bunter is impossible not only mentally but
physicelly - Mr.Chapmen, the Megnet ertist, has steted that the editor
insisted upon Bunter getting fatter in the illustrations, even though the
ertist protested thet the drewings were epprosching chricetures.

The secret of Bunter's success lies in the very enormities thet meke
him so grotesque. Now end egein, grotesque cheracters, like Nuilp end

(59)




Mrs. Gemp, ere tremendously successful, end Billy Bunter hes joined theix
renks. Bunter, however, hes been teken o stege further then these
Dickensien charecters. He hes been mede e sympsthetic cheracter. e
alweys reelize the error of his weys, but w: sometimes feel e sneeking
symputhy for him, hoping thet, for once in » while, he will collect some
ha'pence efter #ll, o8 well s the usuel sllowence of kicks.

There are times when Bunter's remerks ceuse even rdults to leugh
aloud. These are usuelly when he is ot his most hopeful end most
fetuous, as, for exemple, when he puts up his hend during the middle of
a boring lesson, end tells Mr.Quelch he thinks the form-room clock hes
stopped. Or, when his furm-mester informs him thet he will be cened es
en exemple to other boys, who cen feil to find emusing Bunter's hopeful
suggestion thet enother boy should be cened os en exemple to Bunter?
lgain, when Mr.Quelch eccuses Bunter of hiding erticles on the desk in
the form-mester's study, it is impossible not to edmire the sudecity of
Bunter's suggestion thet the missing erticles mey be merely displaced,
since "very old people cften forget what they do with things."

Adult collectors, however, naturslly prefer the more serious
characters, end edmirers of Harry Wharton ere perticulerly rcsentful of
Bunter's ever increesing predominence. This resentment is reelly un-
necessery. Heriy Wherton wees the pivot around which the Megnet turned
from beginning to end; he wes alweys the herc of the stories, though in
leter yeers Bunter wes the ster cherscter. But resders who were first
ettracted to the Megnet by Billy Bunter stoyed on leter then they might
otherwise heve done bocruse of cherscters like Herry herton, Bob Cherry|
or Vernon-Smith.,

Bunter plsyed enother pert, however, in the success of the Megnet,
a pert which is often overlooked, but one which ie quite distinct from ,
his role of mirthmeker. This secondsry function wes to essist the
mechinery of the plot. Bunter's hebits of poking end prying into affeirs
thet did not concern him were of grest essistenme in meking the Greyfrisrs
stories well-knit., Bunter wes slweys overheering conversetion not meent
for his eers: none of it wes ever wested., ‘/hether he wes listening Pt,
the keyhole of Loder's study, under the sest of ¢ reilwey cerrisge, or o
the window of the Heed's study, the eplsode elweys hed e direct beering
cn the plot. Recders of the Megnet mey rccoell the infemous pert pleyed
by Bunter in one of the finest of ell the series - the one festuring
Herry Wherton es the Rebel of the Remove in 1925, This wes, incidentelly,
the first occesion on which Cherles Hemilton utilised the grest potenti-
alities of Bunter in the construction of the story.

Whether one likes Bunter c¢r not is, in the end, merely o metter of
personel preference, Some collectors find th-t the rumbustiel vulgerity
of the later Billy Bunter is rather distasteful, ond prefer the St.Jim's
stories for thet reascn. On the other hend, the St.Jim's stories never
succeeded in reoeching the seme heights es the Greyfriars ones, partly
beceuse Bunter hed no reel counterpert ot St.Jim's., Cortein it is thet
Billy Bunter, #lone of 21l charecters in schoolboy fiction of this century,
hes &lready Lecome immortel. It is doubtful whether any living suthor
cen cleim &8 much for @ cherecter of his own creetion.

000 =wemm
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- EXPL .NATORY INTRODUCTION

The Sexton Bleke Circle was formed by a number of collectors
who felt that o need existed for accurate reseasrch work to be done on
their hobby.

It was felt thet the time for purely sentimentel reminiscence was
pest and that so much inaccurste data was being published ss fact that
new collectors were being misled and o0ld onees confused by uninformed
articles in all the magezines devoted to our hobby.

Therefore, thanks to the help and co-operation of our desr friend
Herbert Leckenby, plus the untiring efforts of our little band, we now
present our first feeture.

Every list here has been compiled by one who holds the suthor of
the stories or characters concerned in the highest esteem and has been
checked, and in meny cases double-checked, for accuracy by another
member of the Circle who is more general in his tastes regarding Sexton
Blake lore.

Thus we find that Bill Colcombe hss tackled the work of G.H. Teed,
checked by Norton Price of the peerless Sexton Bleke Library collection,
and myself whose accumulation of "Union Jacks" is quite considcrable.
In the seme wey Lrchie Young hes worked on ‘nthony Skene snd his o
fascinating Zenith. And so on and so forth....

It would be trite indeed to say thet we shall be pleased should
eny reader trip us up in an error or errors but should you do so, please| .
let our good Secretery, Rex Dolphin, know st once end rectification will
be made to the fullest possidle degree.

In the fullnese of time we hope to cover the whole vast scope of
Bleke lore but we are not in 2 hurry end there is en Annusl published
every year!

e are not e social orgenisation end mcet together but two or three
times @ year, but our aim is single end united - to put all our efforts
into work that will emuse, interest end instruct our fellow collectors
and ebove all, work thet can be trusted by them to be correct in every
deteil end es full of eccurste informetion es loving cere and heppy
co-operation can meke it.

If this feeture only helps one collector to cleer up one point
of Sexton Bleke lore, we shell feel it has all been worth while.

Thank you, 11 !
HARRY HOMER
Chairmen,
The Sexton Blake Circle.
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Some Personal Notes by /rchie Young

Mr. '‘nthony Skene, the creator of "Zenith", sterted writing for the
'melgemeted Press when he was about twenty-nine. s his first "Union
Jack" story (a "Zenith" yern entitled " Ducl to the Death") wes published
in 1918, this would make him about sixty-three today.

Like Sexton Blake, the character ‘nthony Skene interprets so well,
he is very reserved, so that I, who probebly heve hed more talks with
him then most other "Union Jack" rceders, know ectually very little ebout
him. He pleys the 'cello end, eccording to lirs. Skene, the fool glso.
The latter statement I find herd to believe. He prefers, gt any rete
when with me, to talk on general subjects rather than about his work.

L few ysers ago he quitted writing end is now doing & surveyor's
job in Wieles. It is this cetholicity of tredc end profession that hes
probebly enabled Skecne to creete such & truthful end eccurate etmosphore
in his yerns. The erchitectural background in the Scxton Bleke Library
story "The Case of the Swenley Vieduct" is & fine exemplc of this.

Mr. Skcne hes written one or two emusing "shorts" for the Ivening
News end & Dixon Hewke story.

Meny yeers £go, I met him by eppointment et e Fleet Street pub,
end over Whiskies end llussels hc proved £n emusing end stimulating com-
penion — one who wes not only prepered to impert knowledge but, whet is
rerer, not eshemed to ecquire it from his compznion.

Mr. Skenc's eppeersnce is, of course, lmovm to most "Union Jack"
rcaders. /het is probebly not known is tket he conforms very closely,
in my opinion, to whet the interpreter of Sexton Blske should - i.e.
quiet, thoughtful, end kindly.

A, YOUNG., :
25.7.1952.

T/0 LETTERS OF INTTREST
FROM _NTHONY SKLNE TO .RCHIT YOUNG

"Toodlends",
2/7/24. 0skhill Gdns.,
"joodford Green, ‘L‘ssex1

Deer Mr. Young,

Meny Thenks !

The Iditor of the "Union Jeck" of course reccives letters from
rceders golore es to his yarns end most of them heve something to say
ebout Zenith.

They ere not all complimentery, some ere very much the rcverse:
but the .lbino is usually liked (or disliked)very much indeced.

Thrt shows, I think thet to them, s to you - &nd me, Zenith is e
living men. It is impossible to fcel strongly about # phentom.,
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One likes apprecietion naturelly. Literery srt, so for es I under~
stand it, is trensletion, by meens of words, from the mind of the writer !
to the mind of the reader, of certain interests end emotions. “/hen I §
read thet for you Zenith lived, I wes delighted to porceiv: thet, so fer |
s you were concerned, I hed succeeded. !

In 1913, I encountered, in the West End, ¢ true albino, # men of ;
ebout fifty-five. ; |

He wes & slovenly fellow: fingers steined with tobescco, clothes {
soiled by dropped food, yct hc wes dressed expensively end hed ebout him
a look of 2dequecy. :

I should have forgotten him in e day or so; but when, sm hour efter-
wards end five miles eway, I sot down to have iy lunch, he walked in to |
the restoursnt end set himsclf within o few feet of me.

This coincidence mede en impression upon my mind, #nd when I neoded
e central figure not quite so benel ss Blake for the "U.J." stories, I ;
re-created this elvino fellow '"moulded neercr to the heert's desire". |

48 T expect you will egree, Mr., Young, the lordly crook exists in :
most of us, only hc is sheckled by conventions end virtucs. The Jeykel-

//and—Hydc trick of setting him free is, of coursc, ¢ trick of the writer's
trede. One cennot, #les, have the excitemcnt of o crook's brief life in
actuslitys but one cen, vicariously, @ith erm-cheir r~nd cigerette,
experience not only the ections thereof, but the re-actions glso. But
I em telling you whet you heve zlready divined.

Regerding my novels -~ I regret to inform you thet I have written
none, The disgusting truth is thet novel-writing does not pey. I heve
plenned @ novel end soon I shall write it. I think it will be good but |
do not expect to mcke more tham £50 out of it. Thet's thet. I have 6
live, Mr. Young. Novel-writing is en expensive hobby.

Otherwise you rppeer to heve read 211 my long stories. In my
opinion (which is probably unrclieble on the subject) the bost chepters
I ever wrote were the first one or two in "The Crse of tho Crystol-Gozer'
(U.J. 889) rnd the best yern "The Tenth Cese" ("U.J." 842) published
immedistely efter ".. Duel to the Desth" ("7.J." 837) in 1918, The
Editor liked "The Cese of the Crimson Curtein'", published recently.
("O.J. 1022)

In sddition to thsee¢ "Union Jeck', etc., yerns I heve written nothing
but newspeper articles end one or two "shorts" not worth mentioning. T
h=ve ¢ single copy of most of my Zenith yerns but I nced them frcquently
for reference end further copies ere, I feer, largely out of print.

|

|

I em writing now en S,.B, Librery story of which, whun it is publishedr

I should like to send you e copy.

Thet I heve swekened so strong on interest in one who is, obv1ouslyk
intcllectuslly supcrior to the svirage reeder of the "Union Jeck", I find
both flettering :nd stimuleting.

Sincerely yours, i

(:nthony Skene)

v



MJoodlands", @
Oakhill Gdns,
26/2/25. “foodford Green, Lssex. !

Dear Mr. Young, 4

Meny thenks for your letter of the 17th Jenuary. It is very kind
of you to say ell these nice things ebout my work, end I only wish I
could feel that they were deserved.

Ls to my description of Sexton Bleke &s a Big men, here I am afraid
I heve made @ mistake. You will reelise that it is essential for us who
are writing the Blake stories to meke the description of Sexton Blake's
character as constant as possible.

I agree with your judgment thet my best "Union Jack" story is
"Tn League [\geinst Him". ‘

Ls to the novel, I have just started that and hope to push along
with it now. :

4 U.J. yarn generally takes me sbout & month to write, writing as I
do, only sgbout zn hour a dsy. The novel, I expect, will teke me six
times es long, but then I propose to put my best work into that to see
whether I can get the genersl public to endorse your kind opinion of my
work.

T/ith kind regards,
Sincerely yours,
for !/mthony Skene,
(P. Morrison)

- EDITOR'S NOTE
ind /nthony Skene did write his novel end it lies before me on my
desk. A written inscription on the title peage reads:-
"o the only person (excepting myself) who thought that
I might one day write 2 novel - Mr. i. Young.

Tith the regsrds end compliments of lLnthony Skene.
September, 1932."

Truly did [rchie Young as does the men in the old proverb who
"pins his feith upon enother's sleeve."
But unlike meny such, Anthony Skene did not forget the young men |
who believed in him . . . .
(H.H.) 1952.

e - eA————— e

ZINITH THE ALBINO
List by Herbert Leckenby, checked by Herry Homcr; the Notes by ..rchie Young

"The Union Jack"

No.
837 L Duel to the Death.
842 . The Tenth Case,
(Lnthony Skcne reckoned this to be his best story.)
844 The Case of the Man in Motley.
847 The Leegue of the Cobbler's Last.
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(Zenish the .lbino - contd.) |

856

867
871
875
889

894
898
919

928

937
954

956
966
969

996

1000

1013

1022

1025
1038
1044
1065
1082
1091
1098
1116

The Beggers' Hotel.

(Bleke stetes in this story that he does not consider the ILcague
of the Cobbler's Last to be outside the Criminsls' Confederation
but & brench of it. This tale elso introduces Oklehome Sam.)

The Five Clues.

The Cese of the Four Statues. ?

The Deeth Spider. ?

The Cese of the Crystel Gezer.

(\nthony Skene considers the opening chapters of this story |
his best work.)

The Strange Cese of the Flsinghom Legend.
The Case of the Toxic Twlips.

The Thirteenth Bowl. |
(This is the story of Nihil, Zenith only eppesring on page 17.) !

The Return of Zenith the Albino. 3
The Corner in Quinine. i
The Case of the Five L's. ’
(I consider this conteins Skene's best-ever fight sequence. AY.)

Threstened by Three. (Introduces Yvonne, Kestrel snd "M Ling.)
The [Lffeir of the Secred Fire. {
In Lesguc ‘geinst Him. (The sequel to 956.) |

The Cese of the Ltwell Aircreft Iactory.
(There is e mention of Yvonne on Page 6 end Bleke and Tinker sre |
said to beer the numbers 11 end 12 in the British Secret Service.j

The Thousendth Chence. (G.H.Teed's famous story of the greet
convention 2t Dr. Huxton Rymer's Sussex home, Abbey Towers.)

On Secret Service. ;
(Introduces Julie Fortune of the British Secret Service. ikene |
never wrote of Yvonne egein after "U.JU/ but only of Julis Fortun?
In this story, Bleke double-disguises himself to baffle Zenith - |
stripping off one disguise he is revesled ss Leon Kestrel without |
disguise!) §

The Cese of the Crimscn Curtein., i
(Skene's finest story in the opinion of the Editor of the "Union |
JE\Ck' . )

Plague., i
X-Ine. '

The Living Maosk,

The Trzin of Tragedy.

The Strenge Cese of the Jig-Saw Puzzle.

The Men in Steel.

The Wwizard of Turtz.

Absolute Authority.

(.. unique yern in thet Blake is invested by the Secret Service
with en euthority ebove that of Coutts ond Scotlend Yerd itself.
Although men et the Yard might often defer to Blike, the Yerd is
elweys officielly the higher suthority but not in this instence.)




1128
1139
1160
1162

1171
1174
1178
1182

1188
1216
1229

1240
1276

1299
1310

1325
. 1339

1572
1402
1412
1419
1420

1486

1505
1510

156

255
370

13
155
173
188
233
246

A Problem of Proof.

The Strenge Affeir of the Mentel Register Grote. .

The Affrir of the Crumpled Peper. (Introduces 3-0 #.m, Smith.)

Threeds of Fete. (Zenith does not zppeer in this story which
relotes the end of 3-0 o,m, Smith.)

The Plent of Prey.

Zenith Decleres '/er.

The Mystery of the Mosked Rider.
L Mystery in Motley.

(Julis Fortunc pleys e pert here end the story is helf releted
from the point of view of Zenith the /Albino.)

The Mystery of the Mechanical Men.
The Affeir of the Were Wolf,
The Treil of the Nemeless Three.

(Being olso No.2 of the four Black Trinity stories in which
Julis Fortune plays e part. The others ere 1228,1230 snd 1231.)

The Cese of the Friend of Mey Cubitt.
The Cese of the Grey Envelope.

The [(ffeir of the Great Seel,

The Problem of the Broken Stick.

(Being clso the second Gergoyle story.

The Humber “joodysrd Mystery.
The Cese of the Fifth Men.

(Being olso the first of the four Fifth Men serics. The others

sre 1349, 1356 end 1382.)
Gengsters' Gold.
Killers! Creed.,
Green Men,

Crooks' “orning. (In which Julir Fortune plays e part.)
Night Birds. (Here is noteble dislogue between Bleke snd Tinker

Crook Cruseders.

(Being elso No.2 of the femous Proud Trem Depot Series which ren
from 1485 to 1490 inclusive snd introcuced many feomous qharacters.)

The Rein Makecr.
The Gold Meker.

Sexton Blake Librery - First Series.
(List by Ierry Homer, checked by Norton Price . )

The Rumenisn fnvoy. (Hsteblishes that Zonith wes # Romenien Netionel)

The ..1bino's Double.

The Amezing /[ffeir of the Renegede Prince.

Second Series.
The Mystery of the Swenley Vieduct. 281

The Mystery of the Shot P.C. 291
The Cese of the Crook M.P. 501
The Men Tho Squesled. 368
The Gengster's Revenge. 582
The Crook's [iccomplice. 703

The others ore 1307 end 1331,

on pege 21.)

The Veult of Doom.
The Death of Four,
The Feteal Mescot.
The Derelict House. ‘
Reprint of No.,l3 - Seme Title,
Renrint of No.155 -~ Same Titles
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Third Series.
49 The .ffeir of the Bronze Besilisk.

Zonith in "Deteotive Teekly" .,

8 The Box of Ho Sen. 53 The Cese of the Shuttered Room.
14 The Seven Dead Mctches lystery. 71 The Clue of the Corsiesn Coller,
21 Seeds of Sleep. 87 The Blinding Clue.

26 The Crime Zone.

SEXTON BLAKE STORTES OF ANTHONY SKENE - minus Zenith the Albino.

"The Union Jeck"

1162 Thresds of Wrte,

1245 The Heunted Hotel Mystery.

1300 The Strenge Affeir of the Rejuvenetion Club.
¢ 15 1 The Croucher's Comc<-Back,

1321 The Broken Mclody.

1389 .The Hcedsmen,

1405 The Hete Doctor.

1435 Sexton Bleke Cleens Up Chicego.
1442 The Cctspew,

1464 The Fifth Steir.,

1479 iry House.

-

"Sexton Bleke Librery"
(Second Series)

44 The Lffair of the Seven ernings., 345 Green Mosk, i
123 The Gisnt City Swindle. 356 The Red Stiletto. |
145 The Cese of the Rejuveneted Millioneire, 374 The Circus Crime. !
200 The Victim of the Weterwsy. 381 The Silent Menrcce. i
206 The Redium Profiteer. : 393 The £1,000,000 Plot.,
225 The Riddle of the Three Merked Men. 405 The Rosdhouse Murder.
261 The Desth Trep. 418 WMissing Mon,

267 The Night Reiders. 447 The Riverside Club Murder.
273 The Legecy of Fear. 464 The Rush Hour Crime.

298 The Night Club Crime 566 The Terror of the |
305 The Desth Geng. Tonements.§
309 The Nrmeless Five. 646 Reprint of N§5$33mitlei

317 Crook House. 692 Reorint of Ng,145.c.. |

(Third Series.)

4 Reprint of Second Series No.356 - Seme Titie.
22 The Mystery of the Bombed Hotel.
355 The Men Vho Lost His Memory.
"Detective "seekly"
5, The Falecsn of Fembridges 17, The Men "ho Stole ILifes 32, Death in
the Minej 81, The Medium Murder Cases 92, The Clue on the Blotter.
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GEORGE M.RSDEN PLUMMER

This oldest, and in many weys, greatest of Sexton Blake's adverseries
must obviously one dey form the subject of a lengthy Monogrsph. But the
amount of research work will be considersble end until this cen be done
the Sexton Blake Circle are heppy to offer what is believed to be the
first complete end authenticated list of his tilts sgeinst Sexton Blake
since they first met in "Union Jack" No.222, deted 1lth Jenuary, 1908,
until the deeth of Plummer in "Detective Weekly" No.31, dated 23/September,
1933, The first story wes entitled "The Men from Scotlend Yard" end thel
lest "The Secret of the Slums". These lists concern only the "U,J.", the
"S.B.L." and the "D.." Populer opinion has it that Plummer was the |
cregtionof Merk Osborne but wes teken over by G, H, Teed in the middle
nineteen-twenties. It is o pity to hove to reclate that he lost much of
his cheracter with Tecd end becsme more en edventurer of the Dr.Huxton
Rymer type without the Doctor's sttractiveness rether then the green—-cyed
ex-Scotlend Yerd men turned super-crook crested by Mark Osborne.

imnother phase wes the Sekr-el-Droog onc which must 21so onc dey be
written ebout in some deteil by en interested historisn.

So these sketchy notes must serve merely os introduction to the ever;
importent lists. '
¢ The lest four stories of Plummer published in the "Union Jeck" form
a complete little series introducing lfuriel Merl, the Geng Girl, her
ellience with Plummer oend subsequent clash with his old consort Veli Mate
VEllio ;

No.998 introduces ‘ubrey Dexter.

"-1000 is of course the story of the femous convention et /\bbey Towers.

" 1020 introduces Dr.Huxton Rymer.,

" 1041, 1049, 1079 #nd 1141 feature Plummer =s Sakr-clDroog end the
letter story olso introduces Dr.Huxton Rymer
énd precedes S.B.L. "The Terror of Tengier".

" 1105 introduces Yvonne Certier, Mery Trent ond Dr.Huxton Rymer.

There is some confusion et this period, perticulerly in the cese of
the work of G.H. Teed, between the chronclogy of "Union Jock" stories snd
some "Sexton Bleke Library" stories - for exemple Plummer ceased to live
e8 Sekr-elDroog when he met Veli Mete-Veli in S.B.L., '"The Tiger of
Centon" &nd S.,B.L., "The Greet Cenel Plot" is preceded by "U J,." 1122

"The Monte Carlo Mystery". Metters ere not hilped by the fect thet almogt

ell the S.B.L. stories were reprinted which is why T do not give the
numbers herc as of course each story hes two numbers. Collectors must
delve into these deteils for themselves ot present end they will find it
indeed 2 fascinating tesk. Josie Pockmen cites enother cese which shows
thet Tced wes not the only culprit. This is S.B.L. (First Scries) No0.92|
"The Boy "Without & Mcmory" which follows right on from "U.J." No, TTe:
"The Mystery of the Lppcel Tribunel",

hnother point ebout the Plummer sage which must on: day be gone into
in deteil is thet of ruthorship. As hes been steted, this is not e
Monogreph but Bill Colcombe hes done a certain smount of rescsrch in this
direction end we hope onc dey thet he will be in » position to smplify his
conclusions., (69)




"From whet I cen gather," writes Bill, "Three suthors had o go at
this cheracter with lMerk Osborne teking over from Merk Derren (whose resl
neme wes Normen Goddsrd). In fect T believe he ghosted for Derren when
he first sterted work for the Lmelgemeted Press snd this mey scecount for
the greet similerity in their styles of writing. I hod et first believed
thet Osborne creeted Plummer but Len Prett, the Sexton Blake editor, told
Walter Webb thet Merk Derren (Normen Godderd) wes the resl crestor of
Plummer end thet Osborne took over from him., In eddition it wes confirmed
to me that Osborne took Plummer over from someone else by his son, Den |
Bobin, whom I know well,"

Leter of course G. H. Teed took over from Merk Osborne. Bill Colcombe
gives his first Plummer in the S.B.L. s Second Series No,49 "The Cese of
the Bookmeker Beronet" end his first Plummer "U.J." ss 1041 "The Hewk of
the Peek" scpart from 1000 end 1020 in vhich he wes not the only eentrel
cheracter, I em inclined to egree with Bill here es the Sekr-el-Droog
ides does not smeck of Osborne and Plummer was elweys more the adventurer
then the super-crook efter he doffed .\rab robes end threw in his lot with
Veli Mete-Veli in S,B.L. Second Series No, 89 "The Tiger of Centon",

But the serious student must teke cereful note that this is, in the

"words of Bleke himself, "Mere speculation without 2 grein of fact!i"

Perheps in the future the past mey be persurded to give up its

secrets!

o

(H.H.)

List by Herbert Leckenby, checked end revised by Herry Homer end Len Peckmén.
GTORGE MARSDEN PLUMMER

No, "The Union Jeck" e
222 The Men From Scotlsnd Yerd. 499 The “yelsher.

334 The Problem of the Yellow Button. 502 The Great Sofe Mystery.

342 The Mystery of Room IT, 536 The Workings of Chence.

357 Plummer Versus Bl:ke. 537 Plummer's Prisoner.

365 The Cotton Corner. 541 Plummer's White Hope.,

382 The Mystery of Bleckmoor Prison. ' 546 The !'»n Who Sold His Lstotes.
453 The Cese of the Convict Milligga 547 The Pursuit of Plummer.

, " : 566 DPlummer .t Ses,
1 418 Gane 0T Hh HSPREPRY Rﬁ%ﬁ&f 574 The Casc of the Germon Treder.

456 The Bleckmeiled Detective. 586 The Cese of the Missing
459 .The Brotherhood of Twelve. Reservist.,
469 The Heir From Texes, 587 The Midlioneire Treitor.
471 . cese of Graft. 590 The Cese of the Concentrotion
473 The Greot Benk Freud. Cemp.
475 The Cese of the £500,000 Loen. 593 Plummer'!'s Dilemme,
476 The Greot Turf Mystery. 609 The Mystery of the Mosque.
480 The Price of Silence. 630 The Case of the .wdley Tisre,
484 The Secret of Bleskmoor Prison. 635 The Cese of the Fngleby
487 Police Consteble Plummer versus Terrings.
Sexton Blrke, Detective. 644 The Circle of Stecel.

490 Plummer in Society. 658 The Prisoner of Portillo.
491 Plummer's Gembling Den. 748 The 0il King's Secrct,
496 Thé Arbitretion Swindle. 772 The liystery of thc Appeel
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George Mersden Plummer,

"The Union Jack" (contd.,)

No.
855
989
+ 998
+1000
+1020

+1041
+1049
+1079

1093
+1105
+1141

1254

24
54
57
92
103
109
142

19
30
35
49

17
89
103
119
128

129

144
147
161
165

173
207
224
239
262

s i 1 8 i 2 i

No.

The Cese of the Rivel Promoters. 1255

L. Rogue on !'Chenge.

The Cese of the Doped Fevourite.

The Thousendth Chence.

The Mystery of the Moving &
Mountein,

The Hawk of thé Pegk.

The Streoits of ifystery.

Plummer's Missing Million.

Plummer's Death-Rey.

Sexton Blake's Christmes Truce.

The Kidnezpped Corrcspondent.

The Cese of Colton's Mule.

Sexton Blake Librery - First Series.

The Men with the Green Iyes.
The Stolen Crowm.

The Case of the Two Benkers.
The Boy without ¢ Memory.

The Stolen Pertnership Pepers.
ILink by Link.

Out of Reach of the Lew.

208
227
228
249
276
293

Second Series

The Great Canel Plot.
The
The

The

Cese of the Mummified Hemd.

Cese of the Bookmeker
Bearonet.

Terror of Teugier.

Tiger of Centon.

retal Pit.

Mystery of the Film City.

Cese of the Portuguese
Giantess.

The
The
The
The
The

The Adventure of the Bogus
Sheik,
The Case of the Bogus Monk,

The Rubrer Smugglers.

Crooks in Clover.

The Adventure of the Righth
Millioneire.

The Gunmen,

The Peerls of Doom,

The Crook of Msrsden Menor.

Cessidy the Con-Men.,

The Crook of Peris,

"Detective Veekly"

Case of the Long-Firm Frouds.

277
285
297
310
343
384
391
402

415
441
495

553
590
615
628
631
644
687
693
718

e o . v —

The Affair of the Rotten Reils.

1256 The Cese of the Second Goblet.
1262 The Adventure of the Green E

Imps.
1263 The Terror of the Pit. §
1264 The Treesure of the "Isebella".
1306 The House of Fear. i
$ 1458 The Geng Girl, ;
@ 1461 Spenish Gold. !
@ 1471 The Prisoner of the Herem. |
@ 1503 Honolulu Ture. |

e e o s S (s e e o e

The Cese of the Cultured Peerls
In the Grip of the Tong.

The Hooded Riders,

The Cese of the Bogus Laird.

A Legecy of Vengeance.

The Mystery Msnderin,

The Yellow Skull,

The Crime of the Catacombs.

Gang ‘Jar.,

The Crook of Coste Blenca.

The House of Cellors,

Rogues of Rensom.,

The Crook's Decoy.

The Mystery of the 0ld Age
Pensioner.

Murder in Manchurie,

The Mystery of Cell 13.

The Mystery of the Ceshiered
Officer.
Reprint of No,30 - seme title.
Reprint of No.19 - some title.
Reprint of No,T7 - ssme title.
Reprint of No.89 - some title.
Reprint of No.1l03 - seme title.
Reprint of No,119 - seme title.
Revrint of No.l44 ~ some title.
Reprint of No.147 - same title.
Reprint of No,165 - seme title.

25 TFreme - Up !

31 The Secret of the Slums,
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List by Herbert Leckenby, checked by Herry Homer end Len Peckmen,

LEON KESTREL, the Master-Mummer.
A Creation of Lewis Jackson.

n 1"
No. The Unien Jack!

641 The Csse of the Chinese Msscot. 922 Kestrel's Intrigue.

646 The Case of the Missing Adrmen. 929 prince Pretence.

651 The Case of the Aniline Formula. 956 Threatened by Three.

655 The Affair of the Dutch Merchent. by Anthony Skene.

662 The Mystery of Martin Esher. 958 The Convict Millionaire.

668 The lmazing Case of the Blind 961 The hite Sentinel.
Fiddler. 969 1In League .gainst Him,

673 The Cese of the White Fugitive. - by /nthony Skene,
677 The Fools' Highway., . 983 Double-Crossed.,
684 The Polsoned Fumes, 1000 The Thousendth Chence,
689 The Grest Hoex. hy G, H. Teed,
711 The Great Office Mystery. 1022 The Case of the Crimson Curtain,
815 The Strange Case of the Navsal by .nthony Skene.,
- Licutenant, 1024 The Return of Buaudelaire.

825 The Case of the Decoy. 1055 The Shadow of the Pest.
833 The Riddle of the Rector's 1076 The Syndicete for Sale.

) Wife. 1084 The Stranze Case of the
843 The Isle of Revenge. - Runaway Surgeon.,
848 Kestrel's Grest Bluff. 1099 The Lew of the Claw,
864 The Dance of Disaster., 1204 The Mysterious .ffair of the
886 The Case of the Bogus Judge. Venishing Stones.
890 The Mist of Steep. 1205 The Problem of the Gerdener's
891 The Case of the Paralysed Men, Cottage,

i3, The ERBIENI VT = 0 s
List by Herbert Leckenby, checked by Norton Price.

LEON KESTREL
Sexton Blake Librery,
(First Series)

86 The Red Heert of the Incas. 139 The Kestrel's Claw,
90 The Case of the Trens-itlentic 147 The Mystery of the X.0.4.
Flyers. 155. The False .1libi.

95 The Kestrel Syndicete. 160 Kestrel's Conspiracy.
106 .The Chink in the Armour, 172 The Ledy of Revensedge.
111 The Jewels of T/u Ling. 218 The Case of the Bendigo
115 The ALffair of the World's Heirloom.,
Chempion. 238 The Fellen Ster,
127 The Affair of the Orientsl 296 The House of Tesr.
Doctor, ——

(Second Series)
704. The Secret of the Sscred Ruby. (by Hylton Gregory)

(Third Series)
65 The Case of the Biscey Pirste.
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MONOGRAPH ON PAUL CYNOS

By Harry Homer

This short series scems to me deserving of some special attention
if only for its ell-round excellence in plot end characterisation on ¥he
pert of Robert Murrsy end the very high stenderd attained both in covers
and inside illustrations by %ric Perker. .‘nother importent point is its
setisfying completeness, but of that more enon. Let us begin, as is
usual on these occasions, with The IList.

No. Date

1289 30/Junc/28. The Seven Sons of Cynos.

1297 25/Lugust/28. A Million in Gold!

1312 8/ December/28. The Mystery of the Blaeck Van.
1327 2;/March/29. Are You Psul Cynos?

1338 8/Junc/29. I Defy! ;

1350 .31'August/29. King's Tividence!

1359 2 /November/29. . Retribution!

w¢ can now sce that this scries of only seven stories was spread oven
neerly a year and o half or an sversge of but one ecpisode almost every si
months. “hoether this wes editorisl policy or slow rete of production by
the author, we cannot say; it mey even heve been that there was 2 spate
of good contributions rolling in to the officc as the stendard of thet
period was uniformly high. It was cight months since Robert Murrey had
finished the Dr.Setire series end in thet time Furg the Fur-Men ceme end
went a8 did two short series of George Mersden Plummer snd Teldo the Peril
Expert stories es wcll as Lole de Guise, Ceptein Christmas, Mr, Mist end
Peter the Spider - 211 these o2lso more or less in the new form of not lessg
than two or more than cight ysrns to & series. Tced, Skene, Murray,
Brooks, Chester, Evens, Hardinge end others were ell writing at this time
end the Editor must have been @ very heppy men. Yes, it wes a rich,
interesting end varied period end I cen quite understend why meny collectors
rate it as the best in the history of "The Union Jack", elthough I em
inclincd to prefer 1913 to 1916. But this after 211 is but e metter of
personal taste end the mein tesk of # critic must slways be to keep en
attitude of strict impartiality.

Thus the preemble, but it has not been possible this year despite
requests that I tackle such giants 2s George Marsden Plummer, Zenith the
Albino. Prince “/u Ling or Leon Kestrel, to say nothing of Dr.luxton Rymer,
to attempt a full-length monograph.

But their turn will surely come « « o o &

So when my mind ®egen to rove over the smeller-canvasses.from Herri
Garock, the Sneke, to the Mysterieus Mr. Mist of later deys, I finally
fixed upon Peul Cynos.

Here we heve pcrheps the almost perfect series...

From a slow start these seven stories, when looked at as one entity,
work through e series of reelly tremendous climexes, to & complete and
setisfactory finish.

This is an event all too rare in Sextor: Blake lore end it is e pity
for gosterity's seke that,even when he hed got ¢ finished theme,
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Robert Murrsy did not take the trouble to hide the two weak spots, Of |
course we realise now that he was writing for the sske of money rather |
then posterity, but even so there was such & thing as teking 2 pride in |
one's job in those deys even if it is a lost kebit now. |

The fact remains that in the very first story it is only hinted thet!
Mr, Latimer Biggs, K.C. had e family connection with the house of Cynos. |
I have read and rereed the back cover, page 28, of the first tale |
("U.J." No.1289) end meintain thet Murrey left the issue very open indeed
a8 to whether or not Sexton Blake had unmasked one or two of the Seven
Sons of Cynos. Thet, egein, is elweys @ matter of opinion.

In en ettempt to meke quite sure of this, I went through the books
egein &nd made out another list - of Sons end numbers this time. This
however only served to further cloud the issuc beceouse I came aeross
enother major error which I had failed to notice in the reading.

In the penultimate story (1338), Melcolm Burton is receptured follow/
ing the greet breek from Brixton Prison, but in the last story (1359) he
is found giving himself up to Sexton Blake outside Scotland Yerdl

Meking &ll due ollowences for poetic or literery licemse, this is
®ad charftesmenship - and in a series which I heve elready described as o
model one!  Yes, he might have made & further escepe which is not men-
tioned in the text end there sre one or two other weys in which we might
get round the foct that an esceped man at the ¢nd of one story is free to
give himself up at the start of the next - but nothing will convince me
that the cxplanetion is snything but one of cerelessness,

But here et leest is the list of the Seven Sons, their occupations
end the numbers of the stories in which they first were unmesked by
Sexton Blekes -

1289 John Sclby Weite, Home Secrectery.

1289 Mr. Letimer Biggs, K.C.

1297 Bdger Reid, Mensger, Meldrum Street brench of Netionel Britis]
Benk, (In this story too, we first meet the twin brother (or
vory neerly 80...) of Peul - the scornful Meximus Cynos.

1312 Melcolm Burton, heed of the Steedfest Insurence Compeny.

1312  Professor Scptimus Cos, the Scientist - moking five sons met
with in four stories. :

1327 = Detective-Scrgeant Siburn, C.I.D.

Tie meet no new sons in 1338 but heve Bleke end Coutts worried
&8 to the identity of the lest on: who comes to light in the
last story -

]
H

1359 in the person of Dr. Harper Gerrick.

Now if the eegle eye of the historisn notes thet the distribution of
the seven sons is cerried out in #n uneven menncr throughout the series
then so is thet of the victims.

1289 sces Jebex Knowlend, erstwhile partner of Peul Cynos, brought
to book.,

1297 Sir Herley Jemes, onoce chief witness, now head of British

Nationel Bank,

1512 hes Melcolm Burton, foremen of the jury which convicted Peul
Cynos, (enother exemple of hurried weskness this, I feel...)
now reveeled es & son whose Insurence Compeny is held to
rensom for £250,000.
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1327 Hes es victim Mr. Justice Swein - the judge of sixteen
yecers before.

There is no vietim in either 1338 nor in 1359 but the story
between sees the Counsel for the Crown, Sir Thursby Thomes,K.C.
s the object of Paul Cynos' hete end lust for vengeance.

One feels that Robert Murrsy somewhere fell between the two stools
of using the fether end his seven unknown sons es instruments of vengeence
or of making them into & tremendous criminel combine on the lines of the
Confederetion, to which there is indced one roference in the series, as
there is also to Dr. Setire, : !

But here are 211 the weeknesses - the rest is 1l imegining most lofty!

e heve the usual slow Murrey opening to the series with o good build-
up of mystery end hints of thrills to come - £11 brought out in the first
story which surely hes one of the best titles end fincst covers in the
whole long fifteen-hundred-odd renge of "The Union Jeck". The sons ere
not so much featurcd here but we meet a2 deughter #nd of course lecern much
of Peul Cynos himsclf. We lcern elso of the Wolf's Heed which pleys e
very big pert in the second episode. Then the motto of the House of
Cynos, "Lupus Lst Homo Homini", which rightly mcens thet Men is & wolf
towards Men in the literel trensletion, but is better r ndcred by Robert
Murrey in the more free "ien Preys on Man",

distoriens will get ¢ shock here, I did et eny rete, when they mect
one Bill Higgins, brother-in-lew to George Coutts =nd who cells the Yerd
men "'Erb" of o1l things! Hes enybody met Bill in further t:z1les? He
sets us & neet little problem 2lmost in the vein of Lerry Plummer!

Agein & fine cover to this second story snd o reelly splendid benk
robbery with Bleke just coming out on top in o cut-end-thrust bettle of
wits when he pleys en ece to seve the gold but is trumped by o further
ace from Cynos who scves himself!

Number Three is perheps the highlight of the series 2nd the
devestetion of London by mesns of breeking gless, sn ides worthy of the
highest type of thriller fiction. Meny will elso rete it #s the best-
written story ever to come from Robert Murrey. The humour end intimacy
of the rooms in Beker Street leeding up to the unscen sheattering of the
glass of whisky end sode end the mention of Dirk Dollend's picture on
the well; contrest egeinst the dinner ot the Hotel Megnificent in
Piccedilly with its etmosphore of luxury end gostronomicel well-being
leading up to the spreading of the splintering gless on o1l sides end
the subsequent cheos throughout the Tiest End of London end even beyond,
end one finds & stenderd of writing very high for such & humble peper -
since 1946 I have peid three half-crowns for o less thrilling idea end
a far worse-written development of it. It is possible that Coutts is
made ot times & little tco obtuse but we a2dult critics must remcmber thet
we write of stories which were written for boys or for men of no very
great intellecct. Two hebits of szremmer certeinly irritete - the continuel
use of en sdverb "puzzledly" end the word "cffectuelly" for "effectively".
The first is indeed sn ugly worA but Murroy loved to use it! TIllustretions
ell through this number ore the very highest stenderd of Eric Perker.

This high stenderd of writing end novelty of idee is corried on in
the next tale es is the high quelity of illustretion. Students of Blake
lore have often discussed et club mietings, over tes-teble end ber or in
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the quiet of privete homes that wretched problem of the suthor of the lest
Confederetion story. Meyhe there =re still e few who believe thet Murrey]
wrote it - then let them read the middlc column on pege four of "U,J." 1327,
And theresfter hold their peece! Here surely is one of the best Baker
Street scenes of them 211 - including those of Gwyn Evens., Hes deer old
Coutts ever been tetter portreyed? And the firm deep relationship between
the two? In this story elso Sir Henry Feirfex plays quite & pert es does|
Scotland Yerd itself. 4 slow stert with London in en uneasy quiet, e
rising tempo through excitement snd sensetion to great and greve disester
and o drematic finish with the whole of Scotland Yard itself half-destroyed,
baffled and et heyi What more do you went for your twopence, boys, the
speceships and germbombs of 19527

"I Defyl" cerries on right from where the lest story ended a2lthough
the poor old reader hed to weit from the 23rd of Merch until the 8th of
June to get it, This time the interest in the series is shown by @ new
deperture - the series is hilled on the title-page es the "fifth episode in
the Bleke-Cynos campaign", the titles, but not the numbers, of the previous
stories are given end it is ennounced thet the series is illustreted through~
out by E. R, Perker., The 4riel scene is splendid if rether reminiscent of
the greet Mr. Reece triel of Confederation deys end the whole story o
further chepter of what hes gone befcre - in fect, it should herdly we
described es a story in itself ot =211, A ding-dong bettle of wits.

The penultimeve episode gives us the greet bresk from Brixton Prison
but the final chepter, with Cynos certified inssne end going to a ghestly
death in the lest chepter efter which Bleke esteblishes his sanity, comes |
es rather an enti-climex.

But eny end to such e very high stenderd of series would come #s that
end I repeet my contention that the short Peul Cynos series deserves to ‘
stend very high in the list of those who meke up our gellery of Sexton
Bleke characterisations,

Pity that I must write it down es the lest worth-while work done by
Robert Murray for the "Union Jeck". So let us then be 21l the more
thankful for it! 4

(Herry Homer,)
August, 1952,

THE SEXTON BL.KE WORKS OF EDWY SE.RLES BROOKS IW "THE UNION JaCK"
AND "THE SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY"

With some Wotes on certein cherscters crested ond used by him, in pewvtieuler
Rupert Waldo, the Wonder-Men; Nelson Lee end Eustece Cevendish. The Lists
by Bcb Blythe #nd Herbert Leckenby, sdditions by Roneld Rouse; the check—
ing by Len Peckmen end Harry Homer; the Notes by Bob Blythe; the whole
edited by Herry Homar,

It is hoped that this portion of our feature will help to cleer up
meny obsoure points which have long worricd collectors, not only of Sexton
Bleke lore but elso our friends end rivals who favour the edventures of
Bleke's greatest rivel - Nelson Lee, the men from Gray's Inn Roed, and his
ebullient young essistant, Nipper.

There ere indeed meny who do not realise whet o 1ot of Sexton Blake
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work wes done by Edwy Seerles Brooks snd meny norc whe sre ignorent of
the many occesions when Bleke end Lee worked together in such close snd
pleesent hermony. Hed not the letter elected to settle down et St.Frenk
who knows but thet there might somedey heve been formed the grostest enti-
crime pertnership on o permenent besis ever secn in our society? But it
was net to be end es the cobwebs @ethered in Gray's Inn Rosd, so the men
from Boker Street sew lessend less of his friend ot St.Frenk's although
(n two ceccesions ("U.J.'s TTT & 794) Scxton Bleke end Tinker paoid visits
to the femous school.

But it must not be thought thet Brooks wes the first suthor to record
the joint ceses cf the two femous detectives becsuse it wes Robert Murrey,
in "U,J." 683, "In Double Herness", who wrote of their initisl mecting on
e cese although they werce old friends et the club or over o dinncr teble.
Lnd elter Webb has written of # very eerly collaboretion between them in
Edwardien times! The essocistion between the two is fully gone into by
Murrey on Pege Seven of this story in "U.,J." 688. Brooks in his first
colleboration story ("U.J." 768) slides gently into this with o stetement
by Tinker on Page Ten thet Lee is "-one of the guv'nor's best friends."
Leter when they find they ere both engaged on the seme cese Blske offers
to withdrew. but Lee suggests they work together.

Now it should ®e mentioned here that your editor hes experienced
some little difficulty in clessifying Brooks' work in the esrly steges.
It is clear to us who ere now historiens thet he much preferred writing
in the first person. This fect is far morec evident in the "Nelson Lee
Librery" then in his "Union Jeck" work. But ot the time of writing I
feel that he wés expcrimenting and elthough series after series were
sterted in the "U.J." which I heve clessified sccording to the eover sub-
titles, parts of meny other stories are nerreted by Tinker or Nipper,

sometimes in the form of letters from one to the othery others in streight

first person writing.
The moin separctions I heve meneged to estoblish sre ss follows with
the ebbreviations used by the side of the titles in the ILists: -

Tinkcr's Cese Diery R e e e RS (T
Letters between Tinker and NippeT « o « o o o o LaTWNeo
Sexton Bleke!s Ceaé-Book ‘¢oi & ol cai, vy 784B, 1C=B,
Pinker's LetlorsFilei!ishuican, @adts 'y vid o Y, ‘Tealk)
Neorrativeiby iBidken.d 3 & ob, aw BRE 505 o8 JopiotNeBID,
Nerrative by Sexton Bleke v o e o e s s "o N.SiBs

In eddition to these, for those who ere keen on deteil I heve noted
the following, elso with ebbrevistions: -

Feuturing Nolaon Ide sluindb in mofoadlosy P
Eustece Cavendish S e GERGER L, TP ST QT ane Tl
Weldo (4) ... the Wonder-Men snd Crook . o« o o W,
Weldo EB «ss the Robin Hood of Crime o + o o o 7
Yeldo C§ o oo bhio POl Boplrt. diiere oid ede W
Weldo (D) ... the relepse into Crime o . « o o e(D)s

The numbers of the two stoeries in which St.Frenk's is festured are
both merked by esterisks.

Bob Blythe, who worked out must of the detril on this feoture, notes
"U.J."s 1219 to 1222 (inclusive) as being the trrnsitionsal pericd from
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Weldo a8 @ Robin Hood of crime into his phese #s 2 Peril Experts; this
short series depicts him es a2 Professional Avenger.

E. S. Brooks had his own Scotland Yerd men in the shape of Chief
Detective-Inspector Lemnerd, e geniel hcarty type with plenty of herd
common-sense. :

It might seve meny quories if we included here Bob Blythe's comment
on Rupert Weldo's son, Stenley. He first eppeers in the Nelson Lee
Librery (First Series) No, 175 "Weldo, the Wonder-Boy". In this story,
Nipper seys of him:-

"My guv'nor knows Mr. Weldo feirly well," seid Nipper kecenly,
"yell, we're elweys leerning something, eren't we? This is the first
time I knew thet Mr. Waldo had e son,"

Stenley looked rather thoughtful. :

"yell, @8 e matter of feet, I hoven't long known thet I hed
father," he sdmitted. "Two years ego I knew precticelly nothing of
my perentage. I wes in e preperetory schcol end I thought that both
my perents were dead. It's only recently thet my fether mede himself

known to me."
Whet woes the ideal" esked Hendforth curiously. !

i
"Miell, until two yeers ago (The dete of this story is 7/9/29 - 242.)

my fether wes - well, he wasn't eerning en honest living," said
Stenley quietly, "But now he's the Peril Expert (First Peril Expert
story in "U.J." deted 21/1/28; last Weldo Crook story in "U.J." deted

19/3/27 sc it checks fairly enough - Eﬁg.) end he's e men of honour -

end honesty. He sew no reeson why he should keep me in the derk any
longer #nd sc he cleimed me es his own,"

Bob Blythe, end I egree with him, thinks this quite » pleusible
explenation but finds himself left wondering who acted os the boy's ward
during those yesrs end where he spent his holideys, etc. Bob does not
think he wes meant to lest longer then his fether's cereer #s a Peril
Expert es he diseppeers from the "Nelson Lee" befure Weldo Senior's
reversion to crime. ;

There ‘is no mention of o mother but Bob end myself feel that some
troegedy lurks behind one of Rcpert Weldo's frequent sojourns on the
Continent where the merriage presumebly took plece there being no record
of it et Somerset House end we do not feel that Stenley would heve been
eccepted et St.Frenk's hed he been born under o ber sinister!

Lestly & reminder thet 1490 is the last of the Proud Trem Depot Seri
If they do nothing else, I think thet these Notes show the cherascter

of Rupert Weldo tc be fer ®etter drewn end more fully developed then is
thought by many collectors who dismiss him merely es @ crook possessed of
enormous strength end sn immunity to pein. Those who reed the notes end
supplements to the old "U.J." will remember thet meny is the scientific
explenation offered, sometimes by wery high suthority, for some of the
feats set down to the credit of the Wonder-Men.

After e11, he did ettain to the high office of Deputy Commissioner
when Sexton Bleke wes eppointed Chief commigsioner of Scotlend Yerd
("U.J."s 1425 end 1433) - edd with equel powers ool

H.He

-
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SEXTON BLAKE STORIES BY LDWY SEARLES BROOKS

(Lists by Bdb Blythe ond Herbers Leckenb
checked by Len Peckmen, the Notes by Bob

Herry Homer.)

No,
446
720
726
729
733
137
738
750
768
771
174

781
784
786
788
793
794 ¥
796
798
799
800
801
805
810
813
817
831
859
862
865
870
874
888
892
942
948
962
1054
1077
1104
1118
1131
1132

T77%

"The Union Jeck!

The Coffee Stell Mystery.

'"Twixt Sunset end Dawn. Ts5.0=D.
The Riddle of Yew Hollow Te CDo
The Velley of Crags. T. C-D.

The Secret of the Third Penel.
The Peril of the Trehernes.
Run to Eerth,

Rescued by Aervplene.

The Mount Stoneham Murder Mystery.

The Mystic Cypher.

The Dual Detectives.

The Flashlight Clue.

The Cese of the Americen Soldier.
The Crooks cf Rapid Hollow.

The Terror of Trevis Wold.

The Studded Footprints.

The Cese ¢f the Hollow Dagger
Weldo, the Tonder-Men.
Hoodwinked !

The Case of the Five Heirs.,

The Clue of the Frozen Knife.
The Affeir of the Bronze ‘Monkey .
The Shenghaied Detective.

The Cesc of the Stecey Rubies.
The Cluc of the Second Bullet.
The Riddle of Quinton Grange .
The Greot Spiritualism Cese,

The Valley of Lost Men.

The Mystery of the Gnarled Ork.
Tinker's Big Case,

The Clue of the Green Stain.

The Mystery of the 9212 Ixpress.
The Chessington Towers Mystery.
The Humen Link.

The Cese of the Chinese Antique.
In the Grip of Weldo.,

The onder-Men's Chellenge .
Rupert Weldo - Stuntist.

The Flaming Spectre of (loome.
The Electric Men.,

The Leopard of Droone.

The Affeir of the Romen Relics
The Peuper of Pengarth Cosstle.
The Curse of Pengerth Castile.
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No.

1155 The Great Stedium Sensetion.’ T.(B).
1219 Weldo's Wonder Stunt. We(B)s =1e
1220 fhe Affair of the Professicnal Avenger. We Bg. -2
1221 The Csse of the Second Blackmailer. We(B)e -3
1222 The Lightning-Flesh Mystery. Te(B)o =4
1266 The Affeir of the Bronze Mirror. T.(C)e 1.
1267 The Diamonds of Devil Pool. w. C;. -2
1268 Jungle Justice. To(C)e =30
1320 The Cese of the Shrivelled Men. We(C)e
1322 The Captive of the Creg. W{C)s
1354 The Cese of the Three Black Cats. E.C.
1357 Terror by Night. ‘I.§C;; B:l;
1358 The Death Snare Te(C)o
1364 The Frozen Man Mystery. E.C.
1384 Quivering Steel. E.C.
1425 The Red-Hot Racketeers. W.?C); E.C.
1433 Sexton Blake on the Spot. WLt B0l
1490 The Mystery of Blind ILuke. L)
1499 Once & Crook . . . WelD)o
1501 Waldo's Weay Out. e Dg.
1507 Red Send. W.(D)s B.C.
1516 Sexton Blake's Understudy. WelD )s
1528 Rhe House of Light. w.sD).
1530 Villege Vengeence. 7o(D).
SIXTON BL..KE LIBR.RY
(Pirst Series)
6 The Red Spider. ‘
12 The Peril of the Prince.
13 The Case of the Twin Detectives.
55 The House with the Double Moat.
374 In the Night Wetch. Te(B)e
(Second Series)
33 The Impersonators. T.(B).

43 The Riddle of the Lascer's Head.
406 The Bleck Dagger.
559 The Midnight Lorry Crime.
641 The Three Frightened llen.
683 Reprint of No.33, (Second Series)- Seme Title. e(B)
744 Reprint of No.374 (First Series) - Seme Title. 7.(B).
(Third Series)
6 The Riddle of the Body on the Roed.
Detective Teekly

11 The Hollow Giant. W,EB;.
19 The Tree-Top Murder. We(B)o
28 The Hired .venger. T.(B)
53 The Pool of Escape B.Ce.
48 From Informetion Received. o 0%:3%.
Tl Dl

h t % M1 dlord.
og Jiystenr of fherfingg Tendior
Jurder on the Midnight Coach.
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THE SEXTON BLAKE "/ORKS. OF GEORGE H.MILTON TEFED
IN THE "UNION JACK" AND "THE SEXTON BL'KE LIBR.RY"

iith some Notes on certein cheracters crested by him, the List by Bill
Colcombe, checked by Len Peckmen end Herry Homer; the Notes by Bill
Colcombe and Herry Homer.

G. H. Teed perhaps of all the Sexton Blake authors crested the
longest list znd the most varied gallery of charscters. Some of them,
like Yvonne Cartier end Dr. Huxton Rymer, were giants of their kind end
ren through the stories for year upon ycars others, like June Severance
and Prince Menes, just fziled to ring the bell end were thromm into the
discerd without compunction. The one feiling of this fine suthor wes
that he seldom brought ¢ series or o cheracter to o definite end - they
Jjust stopped eppearing in his stories. Another point ebout him wes that
Teed would have none of Coutts but had his own Scotland Yard men in
Inspector Thomes,

Meny will soay thet his grestest creation wes Yvonne Gertier who was
written of at length in last yeer's "Annuel".F Others will submit that
the colourful Dr. fluston Rymer towers hesd end shoulders above them o1l.

She ceme nesrest of all to festuring et times in series which mey bL
called complete, such es the first eight Teced stories published in the
"U.J." which ere now known as the Vengeence series. Again, she festured
4 in the Islend Colony series sterting with 631 zs the first of four. Leter
ceme the "Mademoiselle Yvonne, Consultent" run sterting with 963 which |
was @ series of complete stories rether then o series. Lastly she played
@ part in the Nirvene stories.

The origin of Dr. Huxton Rymer end his first meeting with Sexton
Bleke is shrouded still in mystery but in 488 "/hen Greek Meets Greek" it
is quite clear thet the two have met before.but it could not possibly
have been in the pages of the "Union Jack". This is » point which the
Sexton Blrke Circle hope very much to clesr us on day end would welcome
eny euthentic inform:tion on the subject.

‘Prince "/u Ling wes o greet cheracter snd must some day be the subject
of & deteiled Monograph but his Egyptien counserpart, Prince Menes, never
meesured enywhere up to the splendid charscterisstion of the Chinemen.
He ren to only six stories in the "U.J." - four between 722 =md 731 then
@ long gep until 1067 and 1112/13.

Somehow Teed seemed to drew bad women rather better than he did good
ones. June Severence wes a pellid wreith compered to Yvonne when the
letter was on the wrong side of the lew, whilc the exotic lerie Gelente
end the vivid Vali llste-Vali flemed beside the wishy-washy Virvane.
Mexy Trent wes the only well-drewn sympsthetic women of Teed's, end
Muriel Merl the only successful cffort to create o really modern women,
end she only ren to four stories with George IlMsrsden Plummer. It is of
interest to note hecrc thet Merie Gelente wos introduced in "U.J." 984
88 & new character, wherees she end Blake had of course met in 710!

# See "Monogreph on Yvonne Certier by Herry Homer.
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Other Teed cherecters were discerded when their types beceme out of
date such as the sristocratic Beron Besuremon, the finencier Hemmerton
Palmer end the melodrametic Black Ret end Bleck Eagle, John Potter
seemed tp be & feeble effort to find o lover for Yvonne snd wes doomed
to failure from the start.

Lastly ceme Beron von Kravitch but too lete in the dey to meke much
impression &8 by then the ere of grestness in our boys' pavers wes on thé
wane. ;

Another oddity is thet Tecd geve Plummer a brother, Lerry, in S.B.L}
Second Series No. 418,but this elso wes quite late in the dey.

Mery Trent joined Rymer in S.B.L., First Series No.253.

Veli Mete-Veli teemed up with Plummer in S,.B.L., Second Series No.89}

The Three lMusketeers (Llgy somerton, Archie Pherison snd Roger
Featherston) first sppeered in "U,J." M0.977 #nd first mset their vicious
benefactor, Metthew Cerdolsk, in "U,J." 1018.

inother greet strength of Teed's wes his minor charscters.

Hong Lo Soo, the geniel Chinese merchent of Packers Court; Sir
Gordon Sedler or Hsui Fsi, the mystery men of Sen Frencisco snd even
minnows such s Joe Morris ("U.J," 1100), Kelly the giert doormen et the
Hotel Venetie, Moademe Goupolis the Greek sdventuress smd ¢ dozen more
ell ceme to life when he celled upon them,

REPRINTS ;

Reprints mentioned in the Lists sre the seme es the originsls, and
mey be rezd es such, but we heve ignored the later "Detective Teeklies"
es the stories were so much re-written 2s to besr little resemblence to
the originels.

CHRONOLOGY

48 mentimned in the Notes which precede the George Mersden Plummer |
Lists, either Tced or his editors, hed the hzbit of popping e story into
the Sexton Bleke Librery which hed & direct berring on one or more
"Union Jecks". One exemple is of "U.J."s 714 ond 718 which sre sequels
whose ection directly follows on in S.B.L. (First Series) "The Diemond
Sunburst" which is the lest eppeersnce in either Librery of Jim Potter
end/or The Black Ret.

another difficulty is presented by "U.J,"1172, "The Clue of the
Crecked Footprint". This Rymer story is e reprint of S.B.L. (First
Series) No. 360, "The Cese of the Jrde-Hendled ¥nife".

L Note moy be mede thet "U.J,"1100 precedes 1122 which in ite turn
is en introductory story to S.B.L., (Second Series) N§0.19 which wes leter|
reprinted #s No.590 - "The Greot Cenel Plot".

Also thet S.B.L. (First Series) No.233, "The Diemond Dragon" wes
e reprint of "U.J." No0.493 of the seme title.

G. H. TEED'S T/ORK IN "THE UNION J.LCK"

1\T0 . .

485 Beyond Reech of the ILew. Yvonne Cartier.

488 "‘hen Greek Meets Greek. Yvonne Certier & Dr. Huxton Rymer,
492 On the Brink of Ruin. Yvonne Cartier,

493 The Diemond Dragon. Dr. Huxton Rymer.,

495 Settling Day. Yvonne Certier.
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No.
498
501
505
507
509
510
512
518
519
526
528
529
543
548
552
555
558
559
560
564

. 571
573
576
579

582
584
588
591
594
596
597
599
607
613
614
616
618
622
631
633
639
656
663
669
685

692
697

4 ¥inister of the Crown.

The Detective Lirmen.
The Missing Guests.

The Brotherhood of the Yellow Beetle. Prince "lu Ling.

By Right of Possession.
The Idol's Spell.

Bhe Yellow Sphinx

The Black Jewel Case.

The Thite Mandarin,

The Yellow Octopus.

The Mystery of Wella Walla,
The Sacred Sphere.

The Grey Domino.

The Case of the Radium Patient. Yvonne Cartier, Dr.Huxton Rymer.

Pirated Cargo.

The Council of Eleven.
The Deeth Club.

The Lost King.

The Mountaineer's Secret.
The Crimson Pesrl.

A Fight for an Herldom.
The Sweater's Punishment.
The Refugee.

A Voice from the Deead.

The Greet Cigarette Mystery.
L Soldier - and & Men.

The Case of the German Colony.
The Mystery of the Benana Plentetion.  Dr. Huxton Rymer.

The Coniston Diamonds.

The Cese of the Poisoned Telephone. “u Ling.

The /rmy Contract Swindle.
The Vengeance of the Eleven.

The Quest of the Grey Penther. Tu Ling.

Scoundrels A1l.

The Secret of Kilchester Towers. Yvonne Cartier.

Bribery and Corruption.
Sexton Blake - Pirate.

The Case of the Cabinet Minister.
The Man with the Scerred Neck. Yvonne Cartier, Bob Cartier.

Fugitive From Justice.
At the Turn of the Hour.
The Island of Fear.

The Cese of the Missing Princess.

A Corner in Venilla.
The Blue God.

The Sunken Schooner.
The Brokem Spen.
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Yvonne Cartier.
Yvonne Cartier.
Yvonne Cartier.

Yvonne Cartier.

" Ling.

Yvonne Cartier, Dr.Huxton Rymer,u Ling
Yvonne Cartier.

T Ling.

Dr. Huxton Rymer, "u Ling.

Yvonne Cartier.

Yvonne Cartier, Dr.Huxton Rymer,u Ling
Yvonne Certicr.

T Ling.

Baron Beauremon.

Yvonne Cartier, Hammerton Palmer.

The Council of Eleven,

The Council of Eleven.,

Yvonne Cartier, Dr.Huxton Rymer, San and

fhe Brotherhood of the Yellow Beetle.

The Council of Eleven.

Yvonne Cartier.

The Council of Eleven.

Sen end the Brotherhood of the Yellow
Beetlel.

Yvonne Cartier.

Yvonne Certier.

The Council of Eleven,

Yvonne Cartier.
The Council of Tleven.

Dr.Huxton Rymer & The Council of Eleven)

Hemmerton Palmer.
Dr. Huxton Rymer.

Yvonne Cartier.
Yvonne Cartier.
Yvonne Cartier.

Yvonne Cartier.

Yvonne Cartier, Dr.Huxton Rymer end
Hammerton Palmer.

Yvonne Certier, Dr.Huxton Rymer.

Yvonne Cartier, Jim Potter.




No.

701 The Black Rat. Yvonne Cartier, The Black Rat.
703 The Emerald Necklace.

706 The Crest of the Flood. Yvonne Cartier, Jim Potter.
707 The Opium Smugglers. The Black Ret.

710 At the Full of the Moon. Merie Galente.

712 The Case of Extradition. The Black Rat.

714 The Three Millioneires. Yvonne Cartier, Jim Potter.
715 TUncut Diemonds. The Black Rat.

718 The Case of the Lorimer Twins. The Black Rat,
§22 The Cese of Re-Incernation. Prince lMcnes.

723 The Secret Hend. Prince Menes.

- 727 The Peerls of Silence. Professor Lewrence Haswell.
728 The Cese of the Crimson Terror. Prince Menes.
731 The Invisible Ray. Prince Menes.

933 The Treasure of Kao-Heng.
959 The Case of the Polish Refugees. Yvonne Cartier.
963 The Cese of the Petegonien Devil. Yvonne Cartier.

964 4 Chinese Puzzle. Yvonne Cartier.,

965 The Black Vendette. Yvonne Cartier.

971 Count Flembert's Crime. Yvonne Cartier,

977 The Tireless Telephone Clue. The Three Musketeers.

980 The Yinfield Hendicep Cese. Yvonne Cartier & Dr.Huxton Rymer,
981 Sexton Blake's Blunder. Yvonne Certier end Dr.Huxton Rymer.
962 The Cese of the Rickshaw Coolie. Dr.Huxton Rymer.

984 The Voodoo Curse. Dr.Huxton Rymer and Merie Gelente.
986 The White Rajah. 2
990 The Broken Circle. Yvonne Cartier.

991 The Bandit of Bruyeres. The Three Musketeers.

994 The Soep Salvors. Yvonne Certier and Dr.Huxton Rymer.
997 The Mystery of the Big Toods.

1000 The Thousandth Chence. The Convention at Abbey Towers of
: . almost 211 Blake's edversaries end the
first of & "fu Ling series.
1001 The Diemond Speciel. The Three Musketeers.
1004 The Pelece of lMystery. The Three Musketeers.
1008 The Strenge Legacy.
1014 The Peerls of Benjemesin, Dr. Tuxton Rymer.

1015 The Peinted Window. Dr. Huxton Rymer.
1016 The Brend of the I.D,B. Yvonne Certier.

1017 The Cese of the Indian Fekir. Dr. Huxton Rymer.
1018 The Sceptre of Solomon. The Three Musketeers.

1020 The liystery of the Moving Mountesin. Dr.Huxton Rymer end
George Mersden Plummer,

1023 The Tabu of Confucius. Prince "lu Ling.

1026 The Slave of the Thieves' Merket. Prince Wu Ling.

1028 Tinker - "ireless Operator.

1031 The Ldventure of the Giant Been. Prince T/u Ling.

1033 The Hyena of Peris. L4 Tele without Tinker,

1035 The Affair of the Lecquered "Jelnut. Bryant Kennedy.

1040 Beil Up!
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1041
1042
1043
1047
1048
1049
1050
1064
1066
1067
1079
1081
1083
1086
1089
1090
1096
1100
1105

1109
1110
1112
1113
1114
1120
112
1122
1129
1141

1145
1147
1148
1149
1150
1156
1159
1161
1166
1168
1170
1172
1177
1194
1198
1199
1200
1201
1202
1203

The Hawk of the Peak. George Marsden Plummer.
The Case of the Crippled Monk. The Three Musketeers.
The Case of the Golden Pebble, Yvonne Cartier.

Huxton Rymer - President. Dr. Hurton Rymer.
The Black Eagle. The Black Eagle.
The Straits of Mystery. George llarsden Plummer,

The Case of the Six Rubber Bslls. lflarie Galante.

The Street of Many Lanterns. Yvonne Cartier, Prince 'u Ling.

The Green Portfolio. Dr. Huxton Rymer.

The Mummy's Twin., Prince Menes,

Plummer's liissing Million. George Marsden Plummer.

The Lizard Men.

The Quest of the Jewelled Globe. The Three Musketeers.

The Case of the Strenge Sickness. Prince T Ling.

The Case of the Missing fthlete.

Rogues of the "Revontazin",

The Affair of the Yellow Bricks. Yvonne Cartier.

The Latin Quarter lysteries. Joe Morris - precedes 1122.

Sexton Blake's Christmas Tree. Yvonne Cartier, Dr. Huxton Rymer,
Mery Trent, George Marsden Plummer

The Affair of the Terten Box. Yvonne Cartier.

The Affair of Tortoise Island. Dr.Huxton Rymer & lMerie Galente.

The Adventure of the Blue Bowl. Yvonne Cartier & Prince Menes.

The House on the Cliff, Yvonne Cartier & Prince ienes.

The Crime of Stenley Traill.

The Case of the Living Head. Dr. Huxton Rymer.

The Affeir of the Empress' Little Finger. Hong Ho Soo & Hsui-Fsi.

The Monte Cerlo Mystery. The Black Begle - see Notes.

The Men Tho Yion the "Calcutte". Dr. Huxton Rymer.,

The Kidnepped Correspondent. Dr. Huxton Rymer & George Marsden
Plummer.

The Lffeir of the ".elnut Desk,
The Ldventures of the Five Gients. The Three Musketeers,

The Green Rose. Yvonne Cartier.

Tinker's Secret. Yvonne Cartier end Nirvena,
The Loyelty of Nirvena. Nirvena.

Vendettae. Nirvene.

Nirvena's Secret. Nirvena,

The lfystery of the Painted Slippers. Nirvane & Dr.Huxton Rymer,
The Lumber Looters.

Nirvena's Ordeal. Nirvena.

The Adventures of the Bowery Ter-Beby. The Blaeck Fagle.

The Clue of the Cracked Footprint. Dr. Huxton Rymer.
The Cese of the Stricken Outpost. Dr. Huxton Rymer.

The Mystery of the Men from Manilla.
The Mystery of Room No. 7. TWirvene.

The Case of the Sheffield Ironmaster. Nirvena,
The Affeir of the Derelict Grenge. Nirvena.
The Mystery of the Venetian Pzlace. Nirvena, Yvonne Cartier.
The Clue of the Two Strews. Nirvena, Yvonne Certier.
L Mystery of the Mounteins. Nirvena, Yvonne Certier.
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1208
1218
1224
1225
1226
1227
1254
1255
1256
1262
1263
1264
1291
1305
1306
1309
1311
1315
1318
1368
1378
1380
1383
1388
1390
1391
1396
1397
1401
1410
1418
1421
1432
1438

1445
1447
1448
1450
1452
1454
1458
1461

1465
1471

1474
1478
1482

The fdventure of the Two Devils.
The Mystery of Bleck Den's Treasure.
The Adventure of the Yellow Bettle.
The Temple of Meny Visions.

Doomed to the Dregon.

The House of the Wooden Lenters.
The Cese of €olton's Mule.

The Affeir of the Rotten Reils.

The Clue of the Second Goblet.

The Adventure of the Green Imps.
The Terror of the Pit.

The Treessure of the "Isebellea",

The Legion of the Lost.

Poisoned Blossoms.

The House of Fesr.

The Affeir of the Six Ikons..

The Cese of the Scented Orchid.

The Cese of the Ceptive Emperor.
Presumed Deed. :
The Twilight Feether Cese.

They Shell Repay! Roxeane
The Men from Devil's Islend. Roxene
The Brute of Seigon. Roxene
Hunted Down. Roxene
Jungle Justice. Roxene
Forestelled. Roxene
Blackmeil, Roxane
Shengheied. Roxene
Sinister Mill. Roxene
"The . Shuttereda Room., Roxene

The Man from Chicago.

Nirvena, Yvonne Cartier.
Mention of Merie Galente.
Prince "u Ling.

Prince Tu Ling.

Prince "mu Ling.

Prince Wu Ling.

George Mersden Plummer,
George Marsden Plummer,
.George Mersden Plummer,
George Mersden Plummer,
George Mersden Plummer.,
George Mersden Plummer.

June
June
June
June
June
June

Severance,
Severence.
Severence.
Severence,
Severence.
Severence.

Dr. Huxton Rymer, Mery Trent.

Harfield.
Herfield.
Herfield.
Herfield.
Herfield.
Herfield.
Herfield.
Harfield.
Herfield.
Herfield.

Voodoo Vengeance.,
Black Speniard Creek.
Yellow Guile.

Pearls of Peril.

Bootleg Islend.

Pirecy! g
Genglend's Decree.

Lonely Ferm.

Doomed to Devil's Island.
The Gang Girl.

Spenish Gold.

Doomed Ships.
Prisoner of the Herem.

Plerned from Peris.-
Lost in the Legion.
The Secret.
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Dr.Huxton Rymer & Merie Gelante.

Roxene Herfield.

Dr.Huxton Rymer, Mery Trent and

, . Prince "vu Ling.

Herfield.

Herfield.

Herfield.

Herfield.

Roxene Herfield.

Roxene Herfield.

George Marsden Plummer & Muriel Merl.

George Mersdcn Plummer, Muriel Marl
end Veli Mete-Veli.

Dr. Huxton Rymer.

George Mersden Plummer, Muriel Merl
and Vz1i Mete-Vali.

Rexene Herfield.

Roxene Herfield.

Roxene
Roxene
Roxene
Roxeane




1487
1494
1495
1497
1503
1506

A4
37

219
229
233
241
253
271
276
283
307
312
325
356
358
360
366
371

16
19

Revolt. Roxene Herfield - see Notes.

Sexton Bleke in Menchuria. Roxene Harfield & Prince "fu Ling.
Lrms to Yu Ling.

The Blood Brothers of Nen-Hy. Roxenc Herfield & Prince T/u Ling.

Honolulu Lure, George Mersden Plummer & Muriel Merl.
The Crime of .the Creek.

"Detective Teekly"

Bhe Silent “Jjomen. Baron & Tlsa von Kravitch.

The Chocolate King liystery. Beron & &Llsa von Krevitch.

Perilous Peerls. Baron & Else von Kravitch.

Gembler's Gold. Dr. Puxton Rymer,

The Benker's Box. Baron & Else von Kravitch.

Freme-Up! George Marsden Plummer & Veoli Mete-vVeldl
The Secret of the Slums. George lMarsden Plummer & Vali Mate-Vali
Black Treffick. Roxeiie Herfield.

Black Brothers of Formose. Roxene Herfield.
The Affeir of the Missing Finencicr. Roxene Herfield,

"SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY"
(First Series)

The Yellow Tiger. Yvonne Cartier, Prince Tu ILing =nd
Baron Beauremon.
The Two lfysteries. Dr. Huxton Rymer & Baron Beauremon.
The Diesmond Sunburst. Yvonne Cartier, Jim Potter end
The Black Rat,
The Ivory Screen. Dr. Huxton Rymer.
The Spirit Smugglers. Dr. Huxton Rymer.
The Diamond Dragon. Dr. Huxton Rymer.
The Trader's Daughter. Dr. Huxton Rymer.

The Case of the Courtlandt Jewels. Dr. Huxton Rymer & Mary Trent.
The Secret of the Emerald Mines. Dr. Huxton Rymer.

A Legacy of Vengeance. George Marsden Plummer,
Rhe Eight-Pointed Ster. Dr. Huxton Rymer.

The Crimson Belt. Dr. Huxton Rymer & Prince " Ling.
The Orloff Diemond. Dr. Huxton Rymer.

The Great Ivory Swindle. Yvomne Cartier & Hammerton Pslmer.

The Case of the Clairvoyent's Ruse. Dr.Puxton Rymer & Mary Trent.
The Trail of the Tiger.

The Case of the Jade-Hendled Knife. Dr.Fuxton Rymer & Mery Trent.
The lystery of the Seine. The Three Musketeers.,

The Cese of the Pink llaceaw. - The Black Eegle.

"SEXTON BLAKR LIBRARY"
(Second Series)

The Secret of the Coconut Groves. Dr.Huxton Rymer & liary Trent.

The Case of the Ten Diamonds. Dr.Huxton Rymer & llery Trent.
The Clue of the Four Wigs.
The Greet Canal Plot. Prince "lu Ling, George Marsden Plummer,

Prince lenes, The Threc ifuskctesrs & The Blﬁggle
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21

25
35

41
49
52
13
17

82
85
89
113
119
128

129

134
144
147
153
158
161
165

175
178
183
186
204
207
213
223
224
230
236
239
247
250
253
262
265
272
277

285
293

Under The Eagle's Wing. The Black Eegle.
The Case of the Chinese Pearls., Dr.Huxton Rymer.
The Case of the Mummified Hemd. Yvonne Cartier,Dr.Huxton Rymer,
Mery Trent, George Mersden Plummer, Prince "u Ling,
Prince Menes, The Three Musketcers & The Black Eagle.
The Island of the Guilty.
The Cese of the Bookmaker Baronet. George lMarsden Plummer.
The Black Emperor. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Merie Gelente.
The Riddle of the Russian Gold. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Mary Trent.
The Terror of Tengier. Dr.Huxton Rymer,llary Trent and
G .M.Plummer,
The Night Club Mystery. The Three Musketeers.
The Rogues' Republic. Dr.Huxton Rymer,Mery Trent & Merie Galente.
The Tiger of Centon. George Merdden Plummer & Vali Mete-Vali,
The Cese of the Disguised Apeche. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Mary Trent.
The Mystery of the Film City. George Mersden Plummer & Vali Mata-Vali.
The Case of the Portuguese Gisntess. George Mersden Plummer &
Veld Mete-Vali.
The Adventure of the Bogus Sheik. George Mersden Plummer &
Vali Mete-Vali.
The Victim of Bleck Megic. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Mexry Trent.
The Cese of the Bogus Monk. George Mersden Plummer & Veali Meta-Vali |
The Rubber Smugglers. George Mersden Plummer & Vali Mete-Vali,
The Case of the Voodoo Queen. Dr.Muxton Rymer & Merie Gelente.
The Terror of Gold-Digger Creek.
Crooks in Clover. George Mersden Plummer & Vali Mete-Veli.
The Adventure of the Bighth Millioneire. George Marsden Plummer and
Vali Mete-Vali.
The lystery of the Men from Rio.
The Gunmen., George Marsden Plummer & Vali Mete-Veli
The Secret of the President's Deughter. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Wery Trenti.
The Secret of the Vempire Actress.
The Ceberet Crime.
The Peerls of Doom, George Mersden Plummer & Vali Mete-Veli,
The Prisoner of the Chateesu.
The Thpone of Peril.
The Crook of Mersden Menor. George Mersden Plummer & Beli Wete-Veli.
The Victim of the Geng.
The Crook of Canede. Dr . Huxton Rymer & iery Trent.
Cessidy the Con-llen. George Mersden Plummer & Veli Mete-Veli,
The Mesked Killer
The Secret of the Strong-Room.
The House of Silence.
The Crook of Peris. George Marsden Plummer & Vali Meta-Vali.
The Secret of the Thieves' Kitchen. Dr.Huxton Rymer & rieric Gelantel.
The Crime on Gellows Hill. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Mery Trent.
The Yellow Skull. George Mersd:en Plummer, Vali Mete-Vali
Prince Tu Ling.
The Crime of the Cetacombs. George Morsden Plummer & Vali Mete-Veli.
The House of Curteins.
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297 Gang ‘/ar. George Mersden Plummer & Veli Mata~vVeli
306 The Cross-Chennel Crime. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Mary Trent.
310 The Crook of Coste Blenca. George Marsden Plummer & Vali Mata-Vali

319 The Chinetown Mystery. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Mery Trent.
333 The Crook of Shenghei, Dr.Huxton Rymer.
343 The House of Cellers. G.M.Plummer & Vali Mete-Veli.

353 The Phantom of the Breek.
362 The Crook of Monte Carlo. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Mery Trent.

376 The Isle of Horror. Marie Galente.
384 Rogues of Rensom, G.M.Plummer & Vali Meta-Vali.
391 The Crook's Decoy. G.M.Plummer & Vali Meta-Vali,

402 The Mystery of the 0ld Age Pensioner. G,M.Plummer, Vali Mete-Vali &
Baron von Kravitch.

418 lMurder in Menchurie. G.M.Plummer, Vali Mate-Vali & Lerry
Plummer

441 The Mystery of Cell 13. G.M.Plummer & Baron von Kravitch.

456 The Fetel Amulet. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Mery Trent.

463 Reprint of No.307 (First Series) - Seme Title.,
474 The Martello Tower Mystery. Dr.Huxton Rymer,
495 The Mystery of the Ceshiered Officer. Plummer end Veli Meta-Veli,
536 Reprint of No.41l (Second Series) - Seme Title.
548 The Dictetor's Secret.

590 Reprint of No.19 - Seme Title.

603 The Beiliff's Secrct. Dr. Huxton Rymer.
615 Reprint of No.77 - Sezme Title.

628 Reprint of No.89 - Seme Title.

640 Reprint of No,113 - Same Title.

644 Reprint of No.119 ~ Szme Title.

663 Reprint of No.82 - Seme Title.

687 Reprint of No.144 - Same Title.

693 Reprint of No.1l47 - Seme Title.

707 Reprint of No,158 — Seme Title.

718 Reprint of No.165 - Seme Title.

TAIL-PIECE

Len 2nd Josie Peckmen have been kind enough to check through the
Lists which I incorporsted in my two previous lonographs for the "Annuals%
of 1950 and 1951 - onc on the Criminels! Confederation and the other on
Yvonne Cartier.

They ere setisfied that these Lists ere correct save only for two
omissions - Yvonne Certicr pleyed parts in two Sexton Blake Librery
stories which were not listed by me last yeer. They ere:-

First Series No. 37, "The¢ Dismond Sunburst",

Second Series No.35, "The Case of the Mummified Hand",

If collectors will smend their copies of last year's "Annual"
accordingly (essily donc with ball-pen),they will find the Lists
perfectly correct for reference purposes.

This will save reprinting them under the sign of The Sexton Blake
Circle

Thanks,'Len and Josie} " (H. ;%
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A.S. Hardy ~ Spott_Story Writer

By Herry Dowler

A. S. Herdy, whose reel neme was Arthur Steffens end who was of
Polish origin, wes born in the hesrt of London - in Regent Street, in
fect - about the year 1875.

Neerly ell his stories were written under the name of A. 8. Herdy,
although he wrote & large number under the pen-name of Clement Hele, the
name of & cherscter he played in "Sweet Lavender" in his very early deys
as en ector. It would seem from the dete I have =t my disposel that he
spent his eerly life both es en ector and ecting-meneger, snd toured all
over the country. Later he seems to have sugmented his income from his
stege work by writing boys' stories. He left the stege eltogether
eventuelly to essist in editing e peper, and from thet time, esrly in the
1900's, he seems to heve devoted the whole of his energy to writing,
chiefly for boys' periodicels. He used his stage experience to write
geversl stories of stege life under the pen-neme of Atherley Deunt.
hecording to my records his first story under this neme wes "Herry Brandon),
Lotor", which wes & seriel in the 1d. Boys' Friend ebout 1906. He wrote
severel other stories, chiefly complete stories, ebout this chosracter in
verious Amelgemeted Press boys! pepers. :

One story written under the neme of Ltherley Deunt wes "Fiddler Dick"|
e seriel in the Boys' Hereld in 1909. It is only within recent yeers
thet Herdy's identity with Atherley Deunt hes been established. “/ith
grester knowledge of boys' suthors end their methods it hes come to be
glmost en esteblished fect thet where en suthor hes only e few stories
under & certein neme this neme must be enother pen-neme of a writer thet
we ere elresdy femilier with. For instence, we heve "Kingswell College"
in the 1ld. Boys' Friend where the suthor's nsme is given 28 Gordon Holme.
Ls fer es I cen make out no other story eppeered under this neme and you
get o suspicion thet it is one of our elresdy esteblished fevourives, end
you stert studying the style, end in this particuler case, it does not
teke long to discover that Gordon Holme is none other then Henry St.John,
or to give him his proper neme, Henry St.John Cooper.

Tje have no direct proof thet Herdy wes Atherley Deunt, or at lesst I
heve not, but there rre so few stories by Atherley Deaunt, that I felb suwe
thet it wes o pen-neme of en suthor I wes elready femiliar with. L copy
of e short biogrephicel sketch which sppesred in the #d. Boys' Friend
steting that Herdy wes en ector who hoped one day to meke e neme for him-
self, end was et present pleying with Miss Kete Veughen in old English
comedies, mede me suspicious et once., . cereful comparison of the styles
revesls thet .therley Deunt end A. S. Herdy cre one #nd the seome.

Herdy must have written eil his stories et en emezing speed, never
peusing for e second to think,for his totel ouiput compares favourebly
with Cherles Hemilton, Henry St.John, D. H, Pawry, T. C, Bridges, &nd
many other boys' writers who seem to h=ave been wound up so to speek, end
churned out story efter story week after week, continuelly going on prec-
tieelly without e stop. Iy own personel opinion is that they were not
humen. They were definitely not like myself. I work herd at my chosen
calling, but I em not 2 machine. I like end keenly eppreciste my
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leisure hours which I have no difficulty in filling in, and I shall certainly
retire, now that I heve passed the 60 merk, as soon as finencial circum- r
stances permit. But these boys' euthors secem to have no interest in life
whatsoever except to type ewey or write away story after story alweys ot
the same low dead level of mechenicel efficiency. They seem practicelly
all to have one-track minds, and the curious thing is, you never seem to
bump into them when you ere on the Wus, or in the street, or in fact eny-
where. As far as the world is concerned they might never have existed.
Their stories, for the most part, ere dead, the week after they have
appeered in print. No one except & comperstively small number of peoplg
teke eny intcrest whetsoever in them, and A. S. Hardy is no exception.

I have hed the utmost difficulty in getting the scenty information ebout
Hardy for this erticle, end I em quite convinced that the number of people
who teke eny interest in him now is very small indeed.

Hardy, judging him by his work, seems to have followed the usual
formule. He probebly haed o spark of literery ebility and by incessent
practice end elmost unkelieveble concentration on his work due to his
innate one-track mind developed into the usual fest-writing hack writer
for boys. Very pleasing to boys end young men end to the editors of
the boys' pepers, but why, oh why don't these writers like Herdy aim at
higher work in the litersry firmement? They write for perhaps 30 or
40 yeers, #nd after sey the first five yeers when they sre serving their
literery epprenticeship there is not the slightest difference in literery
merit in eny of the stories chfirned out like so meny sesusages out of @
mechine.

Plenty of ection and drematic conversetion, and no unnecessary
verbiege seem to heve been the ingredients of the Herdy formula, stories
paid for at the rete of enything from 10/- to 30/~ @ thousend. Thet
was the sort of stuff turned out by Hardy, stories full of go, full of
interesting conversetion, end technically efficient, but - and we must
fact up to facts - hack work.

Judged impartislly by myself steeped in all that is best in English
and French literature, end ¢ student and lover of the English languege
for & lerge part of my life, I must sa??ghat I heve errived definitely e
meturity, that the stories turned out by Herdy and practicelly all those
other writers who geve us such pleasure in our boyhood dsys ere of a ve
low celibre indeed. There is e tremendous gep between say 2 complete
story by Hardy end one by Conan Doyle or 7.,7.Jecobs, end there is enothgqr
tremendous gep between sey Doyle end Jecobs end sey Trollope end Theckery
and Guy de Maupessent, the greatest short-story writer the world has even
known. I am now referring to sctuel writing technique, and I am not
concerned with the subject-metter of the stories.

As I heve seid before, it is literary ebility elone that makes &
writer. Vest technical end scientific knowledge and deep erudition are
of no account s ageinst supreme skill in word-craft end the ert of
telling e story thet sterts et the beginning end finishes et the end.

Now Herdy had & remerkable knowledge of meny kinds of sport, far
more remerkeable then one would expect in & writer who spent his life cong
tributing to 1ld. boys' papers. I cennot speak very authoritetively
about his cricket end footbell stories because my interest in these two
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games is only so-so, But Hardy wrote e great many stories sbout eth-
letics, swimming end cycling, three sports in which I have been tre-
mendously interested for o large part of my life. I cen sey euthori-
tatively thet practicelly 21l his stories deeling with these three eportJ
ere quite remarkeble for their technicsl knowledge, almost uncenny in
some, end particulerly in one story which I am now coming to,

In the Boys' Reelm in 1908 Herdy, under his pen-name of Clement Helel,
wrote @ complete story entitled "Sixty-three Miles an Hour." This is el
story of a cyclist who on the then splendid cycling treck in Munich,
paced by & powerful =nd specially-equipped motor-bicycle, end fitted with
a moveble ber at the back, rides 63 miles, 1,293 yerds in the hour.
Ridiculous! Impossible! I cen elmost heer you seying these words s
you read. But it is by no meens impossible. In fact, it has been my
pleasure to see some of the world's greetest exponents et this highly-
skilled end dengerous form of facing, It mey interest some of you to
know thet I live exesctly one mile ewey from whet is now considered to be
Englend's premier cycling treck, fer fedter snd more steeply benked then
the officlel N.C.U. track et Herne Hill, London. To come back to Herdy!
story. You will gather how technicaelly sccurcte Herdy wes in this sto
when I tell you thet on the 10th September, 1909, less then 12 months
after Hardy hed written his story, Peul Guignerd et Munich accomplished
the wonderful ride of 63 miles, 255 yerds in the hour. Only 1,038 yerd
difference between what Herdy's hero did snd sctuel reality! The
greatest distence in this form of riding for one hour is 76 miles, 504
yerds at the Monthlery motor-circuit, Frence in 1928 by Leon Venderstuyft
I myself heve seen both Guignard end Venderstuyft, and to see riders such
a8 these teering round the treck with their eyes incessently fixed on the
moveble bar at the back of the powerful motor-bicycle, end egeinst which
the tyres of their front wheels are constantly rubbing, is & tremendously
thrilling experience. 'I have no wish to burden you with e lot of tech-
nicel deteils, but what I particulerly wish to emphesize is thet Hexrdy
explains this story in quite extreordinery technicel deteil, describing
the technique of paced riding in such ¢ wey es even to surpass the
deteiled description in the journels devoted to cycling. In fect, his
description in this story wes so thorough end deteiled thet meny fects
about this form of cycle recing, which I hed previously overlooked, were
brought to my mind in o powerful and convincing wey,

Herdy cerried out this strick technicel eccuracy to practically 211
his ethletics, cycling end swimming stories, ee I cen testify from my own
actual experience. This is in striking contrast to meny other esuthors
who wrote ebout these subjects. Heeding their stories, it wes quite
ob¥ious they had never Ween inside an sthletic ground or & swimming bathl

I em uneble to give you the title of the first story thet Herdy
wrote, but as fer as I can meke out, his first stories eppeered in the
4d. Union Jeck, Pluck end Mervel. He wrote & large number of footbsll
stories, both seriels and completes, his most famous being I should say
"The Blue Crusaders" which esppeared in the Boys! Reslm. He crested
"Tom Seyers" end these boxing stories ren in the 1d. Mervel for yeers.
In 1908, the year of the Olympic Gemes in London, he wrote e lerge numbex
of complete stories in the Boys' Raeolm sbout the verious events, in such
vein that no reader who prided himself on his knowledge of ethletics
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could be in eny doubt that here was sn author who knew what he was
talking about.

Hardy wrote & lerge number of stories that had nothing to do with
wither sport or the stege. Here he was obviously not very comforteble,
but at the same time these stories were exceptionelly well-written, thet
is, as fer as this type of Wwoys' stories is concerned. In a nutshell,
he cerried out his editor's requirements in & setisfectory menner, In
gome of his stories there did not seem to be eny reason at ell why a
villein should be a villein, but thet is a fault very common in stofies
written in boys' papers.

According to my records Herdy does not seem to have done such writi
“before 1900. Before this dete he wes probaebly doingthis stage work at
the seme time. But with the chenge from the 4d. numbers to the 1d.numbers
of the Boys' Friend in 1901, Herdy seems to have given up his stage work
entirely, &nd concentreted on writing, beceuse from his date for meny
many yeers he reeled off both complete end serial stories for the Boys'
Friend, end laeter for the Boys' Realm, the Boys' Hereld, Pluck, Union Jack,
Mervel, The Jester, end other boys' periodicals, end occasionelly he con-
tributed to adult pepers, the only difference being that & love element
was introduced into his stories. Otherwise there was not the slightest
difference in thet regular, smooth, @end mechine-like efficiency, so plees-
ing to editors who eim to please the masses, which had by now become en
integral pert of the Herdy formula.

hs I have previously stated, Herdy's sporting stories were noted for
the sccuracy of their technical deteils, although some of these were very
cerelessly written, and evidently in great haste as though they hed to e
on the editor's desk by 10 o'clock on Mondey morning and he wes pounding
eway on his typewriter late on Sunday night. Both his heroces and his
villains were definitely overpleyed, to speak in theatrical parlance. All
his characters were too much of a pattern, and 211 his stories, from @
literary point of view, were too smooth end slick, the seme stendardised
villains and heroes, with no shades in between, and the whole of the writ+
ing was & kind of monot®nous machine-like precision, very good for juven-
ile minds, end I might edd adult minds like myself, at times when we went
a rest from the more sober and really well-written stories by proper
writers.

Briefly summed up, Hardy was, in the main technically efficient in
most of his stories, but es a writer very ordinary end commonplace, just
an efficient hack boys! writer, and evidently eminently setisfactory to
his editors.

He wes & very conscientious end competent suthor who necver let his
editors down, a2s so many of these boys' auvthors did.

I believe thet Herdy died some time in the 1940's, but exectly when
I have no knowledge. And so we will leeve him, @ boys' euthor who gave
much pleasure to thows ands and thousands of boys end young men for over
40 yeers.

WANTED: All Boys Friends and Nelson ILees, 1915 onwards,
Iists to M.Johnson, 164, Amesbury Avenue, Streatham Hill,
London, S,.W,2,
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Single to Happineds

By Eric Fayne

“/hen looking back on the history of Greyfriers or St.Jim's one tends,
.somewhat naturally, to think only of the powerful, outstending series
which eppeered from time to time,

There were, however, more than & few "single" stories of outstending
merit during the leng life of the Gem end the Megnet,- stories with com-
pact, originel plots,- plots which were not used sgein by the suthor, for
the most part. The majority of these "singles" eppesred in the compare-
tively early years of both papers, though both periodicals hed a few in
middle life, end & very occesionel one in the closing yeers.

Those little plots, which live so vividly in the memory, would
probably heve been extended to cover a number of issues in later yeers,
sometimes with advantage, but more often not.

I intend to comment in this hrief review, on some of the "single"
stories which live most vividly in my awn memory. If I omit to mention
your own perticulaer favourite, it will probably only be for the reason that
it is impossible to cover them all in the space the Fditor cen allow me.

I intend to write without reference, so that the detes I give for the
various titles must be teken ss epproximete. Should you wish to know the
actuel date and seriel number of eny perticuler story I mention, I shall
be only too heppy to supply it. T do not intend, either to introduce the
stories in sequence. I &m sitting by the fire end mention the tales just
a8 they occur to my mind.

+ An outstending end originel thriller wes "THE HIDDEN HORRCR", e Megnet
gtory ebout 1912, It was e grand yern telling of how Herry "/herton dis-
covered a derelict steemer, which eventually drifted on to the "Shoudder".
No crew waes aboard. There wes the evidence thet something hed interrupted
e meal, A film in & cemers, when developed, showed & terror-stricken feacg
of & men who wes fleeing in mortal horror. That night, some of the Co
stoyed on board, end they, too, met the Hidden Horror of the derelict
gtesmer. A reel nerve-chiller, this one.

About the seme time, the Gem geve "D'ARCY'S LIBEL ACTION". Thet e
Gem it wes, too. Gussy, in en article in Tom Merry's "eekly, criticised
the "twousehs" of Mr. Jepp, the Mayor of Weyland. The Meyor issued @
writ for libel against Gussy,- only fortunately he turned out on this
occasion to be Kerr in disguise.

In the roering Twenties, the Gem geve enother potted mesterpiece,-
"Dt ARCY MAXIMUS" . No wonder the Twenties roered. D'Arcy edopted e moke,
end there were hilerious moments before the esnimel returned to its right-
ful owner.

In the esrly yeers of the first World Wer, we find "SURPRISIIG THE
SCHOOL". Readers, in leter times, seeking this yern, celled it "Billy
Bunter's Love Affeir". It told how Bunter's charscter wes completely
reformed when Cors Quelch visited the School.

Christmes Numbers often cerried outstending single stories in esrly
deys. One unforgetteble yern in the Gem wes "THE MYSTERY OF THE PATNTHD
ROOM". A chiller, in & ghostly Christmes atmosphere. Pcrheus the first
of the "secret pessoge" stories, this one, It wes ¢ long story, in e
Double Number, ebout 1913, but it held the interest from start to finish.

In leter yeers, FPrenk Richerds geve us "GRUNTHER OF GREYFRIARS", in
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which Billy Bunter, trying to evoid & well-deserved punishment, menaged to
pess himself off @s a coloured boy. The dete? Vell, 1939 would not be
fer out.

"THE SCHOOLBOY GOLD-MAKER" eppeered ebout 1925, featuring Glyn. He
thought he had discovered & formule to meke gold, but it was only some
of Racke's sovereigns,- melted.

"PHE STOLER SCHOOLBOYS", about 1911, in the Megnet, told of Harry
Wherton and Co shengheied. Herry received the ropes-end on his bere beck,
end Mr.Shields showed him, on the cover, getting it. This one wes
intensely exciting. '

A novel end fescineting story in the Gem, elso in 1911, was "BOUGHT
HONOURS", in which Levison disguised himself es Gussy, snd pessed en
exemination in his neme., There wes some fine cherecter work here.

About the beginning of 1918 & story eppeered in the Megnet eslled
"A VERY GALLANT GENTLEMAN". It told of the deeth of Arthur Courtensy, g
great pel of Wingete. This one was written by J.N.Pentelow, end eccording
to this gentlemen, who was Editor of the Compenion Pzpers at the time, 1q
was en exceptionally populer story, end much sought after. It is meny yeers
gince I have reed it,- I never liked Pentelow's style,- but the story
remeins in the memory owing to its unusually sombre theme. !

The last story in the GEM in 1907 wes "FIGGINS' FIG PUDDING", o jolly
little romp in which the New House Lesder mede & pudding from Syrup of |
Figs, with disastrous results, It wes telked 2bout by readers for meny
. yeers.

An unusuel story about 1928 wes "GOOD-BYE TO ETONS", in which St.Jims
geve up their femous uniform for the junior school. Gussy wes, of course,
very indignant. |

When the re-prints started, Etons ceme beck to St.Jim's, snd remeined
until the end of the Gem. It is interesting to note thet, though Etons
are rather ghestly to weer, Mecdonald always made his leds in such cloth-d
ing very ettrective,- fer better then the fellows he draws in lounge
jackets end slacks.

"GOOD-BYE TO ETONS" was particularly welcome s a story, es it wes
en o&ssis in the desert,- e story by Charles Hemilton et o time when & sub-
writer wes hendling the Gem for the most part.

Very amusing, in 1930, wes "ALL THROUGH BUNTEEY, in which Bunter
bought &én erm-cheir which he thought wes priced ot £1-5s, while the sctuel
cost was £15. As usual, the Co hed to beer the brunt of his fatuous
misteke, but it 211 came right in the end, with the discovery of ¢ smell
fortune hidden in the cheir.

In 1908 there zppeered in the Gem an excellent tele celled "THE TELL-
TALE", with Mellish es a mischief-meker. "Then it wes re-orinted in the |
Gem in the 'thirties', it wes so bedly ebridged that the mein twist of the
story wes omitted, and the whole thing herdly made sense.

"GLYN'S GREAT WHEEZE", ebout 1910, was & line-writing machine., It
wag the best of e11 the stories about the Schoolboy Inventor.

"NO CLASS", & little later, weas & fine single story in which Joe
Freyne ceme to St, Jim's.

"CORONATION DAY .T ST, JIM'S" told of how Tom Merry :=nd Co celebrated
the coronatien of King George the Fifth, using the procceds of e tressur
they hed found in the South Sees, It wes re-printed es the Jubilee sto
tn the Gem in 193%6.
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One of the most delightfully emusing stories ever to eppeer in the Gem

hed the intriguing title of "THE LIMIT". Mr. Lethom wes ill, and e Miss
Ponsonby hed charge of the Fourth form, “Then it wes re-printed it went
under the horrirle title of "Miss Ponsonby's Pets".

"POM MERRY 'S LEGION OF HONOUR" would be regerded es slightly priggish
these deys, but it wes e fine story, #11 the seme.

Outetending story of the powerful type wes "THE LAST HOPE", in which
Cutte persueded Tom Merry to lend him the funds of the oricket club, end
then defeulted, Tom Merry seved himself from & cherge of theft, by win-
ning e purse in ¢ boxing-ring. One of the best singles of 1912,

"FOR D'.RCY'S SAKE" in the Megnet wes 2 memoreble story sbout 1916.
Bob Cherry, allowing himself to be bleckmeiled, thinking he wes helping
Gussey, wes the centrel figure of the tele.

A long end lively story, ebout 1911, wes "TOM MERRY'S CONCIRT PARTY"
The theme, though slight, wes originel, end Mertin Clifford has never
written & story more packedwith fun end wit end schoolboy etmosphere.
Neturelly, this wes ¢ Gem,- in more ways then onec.

"SHOULDER TO SHOULDER", feeturing Mr. Selby end Tially D'.RCY, end
"THE FLOODED SCHOOL", &lso feeturing Mr., Selby, with Tom Merry this time,
were both outstending teles of the pre-1914 period. In the former, we
remember the tele owing to Tom Merry telling o deliberste lie, while the
flood etmosphere of the second-nemed wes unforgetteble,

"YISCOUNT BUNTER", about 1917, is evergreen. Bunter slmost beceme a
member of the peerege, end edopted Gussy's femeus lisp.

So one could go on #nd on. "QUITS" wes ¢ very femous tele, telling
of a feud betwecen the Bounder end Mr. Quelch, about 1913,

A remarkable end powerful tele in 1913 wes "BY WHOSE HAND?" in which
Koumi Reo wee esccoused of being guilty of e brutel ect reelly committed by
Gore. The story introduced Glyn, who thought he hed invented something
gkin to cn stom bomb, snd it finished with an hilerious episode in which
Gussy mixed up the set pieces in a firework displey.

4 femous single, ebout 1910, wes "BOB CHERRY IN SEARCH OF HIS FATHURY.
Somethin. of e potted trevelogue, this one, and éxcellent reeding.
"PRICKY TRIMBLE", ebout 1925, wes very emusing in the Gem, Trimble
ennounced thet he wes leaving, #nd there wes & sorcemingly funny end witt
sequence in which Lowther conducted Trimble's Leeving Sele. .\s one drews
to the end of the ellotted spece, scores of singles come crowding into th
mind,~ most of them from those helcyon Blue Cover end Red Cover deys,
"YOUR EDITOR AT ST.JIM'S", e novel tele in 19143 "THE IMPOSSIBLE FOUR",
were Peter Todd end his study freecks; "“THE WHIP HAND", held by Crooke
over Tom Merry, in 19133 "THE SHADOV OF THE PAST", re¢-introducing thet
fine cherecter Valentine Outrem, in the Gem Xmes No., of 19173 "UP FOR THE
JUBILEE", = delightful Bunter tele of King George the Fifth's Jubilee, in
19363 "THE SPY OF THE SCHOOL", wes Mellish in 1912, msking trouble for To*l
Merrys; "LINLEY MINOR", in 1916, e third-rate sub-story, remembered on
account of @ ludicrous printer's error; "TALBOT'S RESCUE", ebout 1915, en
exciting kidnepping story; "FOUR FROM THE EAST", e sub-story in e Megnet
Xmas No, end one of the worst teles ever to eppeer in the Megnet; "THE
SCHOOIBOY SWIMMERS", @ splendid Cerdew story, in which Tom Merry tries to

swim the Chennel, sbout 19203 "DUMB BUNTER", e rib-tickling tele of
about the seme period: "BRAVO, BUNTER", an ettrective storv with Bunter a
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a hero, about 1929; "STAGE STRUCK", & Monty Lowther tale in 1912; .
"THE PREFECT'S PLOT", thought out by Binghesm in 1913, to bring ebout the
disgrace of Tom Merry; "GUSSY'S GUEST", in 1914, wes Fisher T. Fish;
one could go on, and on, &nd on.

Those grend stories were "SINGLES" to Happiness, but they were also
"RETURNS'", for one comes back to them, time and egain, end finds them
ever new, ever exciting, ever sttresctive.

From P§§§ No, 45 GREYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUAL
1926:;

Greyfriars,, Bunter in Bankruptey .. o
Greyfriars,, Loyal to His School, .. 3
Greyfriars,, Iucky for Parkinson = s e i
Greyfriars,, The Form-lMaster's Substitute, (Reprint of
; Magnet No,389 The Mysterious Mr,Mobbs) ..
~Rookwood ., Pulling Carthew's Ieg .. > b
Rookwood ~,, Tubby Muffin's Birthday. L =5
St.Jim's ,., A False Alarm, 18 aie wo ok 5 ¥ oo
§t.Jim's .. Grundy's Great Idea. (Reprint of Gem No, 465,

: . Grundy's Guilt).. ba A
St.Jim's ., Snowbound 5 e 4 .
S8t.Jim's ,, The Scientist of St.Jim's .

1927:

Greyfriars,. Bunter the Cricketer .. e o oa .
Greyfriars., Nugent Minor's Bad Start, (Reprint of Magnet

No,100, Nugent Minoxr). - & Be b
Greyfriars., What Happened to Bunter, ol . e .o
Rookwood .., The Rookwood Rat Hunt ., = ~ ¥i -
Rookwood ,, Top Dog.. L e Sk boa e il P
St.Jim's ., TLord Eastwood's Experiment, (Reprint of Gem

127, D'Arcy's Bank Book) .. = ot s
St.Jim's ,., Rival Authors, e i oie oo

1928:

Greyfriers,, Battling Bunter .. s s P i .
Greyfriars,, How Horace Coker Got His Remove. (Reprint of
Magnet No,127, D'Arcy's Bank Book) .. e
Greyfriars,, The Haunted Tuckshop .. o . A S
Rookwood ., Jimmy Silver's Pupils . = R s hen
Rookwcod ., Tea with Mr,Manders .,
St.Jim's ,, Baggy Trimble's Romance. '
St.Jim's .., The Arm of the Law. .,

1929:

Greyfriars., Cheque-lMate .. s 246 b “n P oo
Greyfriars,, Coker the Humorist, iix o . » e i
Greyfriars,, When Billy Bunter Forgot. (Reprint of Magnet

No,160, Poor 0ld Bunter) .. e S
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Lseudomyim s

By Herbert Leckenby

In our second Annuel we had e festure "The Author's ho's “/ho".
Therein we included, where we could, the pen-names the suthors wrote
under. Since those deys, thenks to the researches of several of our
members, we have discovered many more. It has been suggested thet it
would be a good idee to have an article devoted solely to pen-nsmes -
a "see-at-a-glance" list. s we are frequently asked for information
gbout some particular author, and as there is no doubt there is an immensP
eamount of interest in the. subject, we agreed that such an srticle was
well worth the space.

Then it ceme to compiling it the problem arose — how best to errenge
the nemes. In some instances an author wes best known by his reel name,
W Murray Graydon, for example. On the other hand several writers were
always thought of by a pen-neme with his real one much less femilier, or
even unknown, Lrthur S. Hardy being & case in point until "Jalter Tiebb
discovered it. Still sgein one might have several pseudonyms but cne
wee used more frequently than any of the others; in this category,

Davis Goodwin., It was therefore decided that the best thing to do wes
to plege the most familiar name first, with the real one,where known,
or generally considered to be the reel one, in capitels.

Before going on to give the details, however, we'll have a few
comments, for the subject is en extremely interesting one, one which hes
elweys intrigued me. s I said four yeers ago, it always puzzled me why
an suthor who had made quite & reputetion either under his real neme or
e pseudonym, should sometimes try to disguise himself under enother one.,
You could undersfand it when he wes writing for en edult“paper, or in
the case of Charles Haemilton's other identities. But in other instences
the motive was not so clear. For one thinz, it was altogether futile
for the suthor to chenge his neme for he simply could not chenge his
style.

An outstending case wes John W. Pentelow. TThet was the use of him
celling himself Jack North one week and Richerd Rendolph the next, when
you could spot him e&s quickly es you could & policemen disguvised es a
chorus girl?

.nothar wes William Murrey Graydon. You could place him at a glance.
He had so many fevourite phreses like "e lump rose in his throat"; "his
voice choked with emotion", end I'll gusrentee if you looked through an
instalment of one of his stories you would be almost certain to come
across the word '"vowed". Still, he only used one pen-name end that
usuelly for historicel stories.

Now just @ word ebout'"the two ladies". Long years ago &n editor
told me that "Mex Hemilton", e populer writer foxr the .,P. pcpers in the
early yeers of the century wes & woman. ©Ever since I was told I have
wondered who she wes, but never fouad out., Then recently thet inde-
fetigeble researcher, elter Webb, told us thet he had good reesson to
believe she was none other than the once famous Cecily Hamilton.

The news from the seme source that "F. St.Mers", writer of meny
nature stories end thet "wer with Germeny" series in Pluck, #lso hid the
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identity of a woman ceme es & reel surprise to me. There wes & real
professionel touch ebout those pre~1914 wer stories.
T/ell, here's the list, by no means complete, but still, I think,

useful. And don't forget, real nemes in capitels.

LRMOUR, R. Coutts
Ash, Fenton.

BELL, R. S. "/ARREN
Bird, Richard
BIDSTON, LESTER
BLACK, L.DBROKE
Bleir, Allen.
BLYTH, HIRRY
BRIDGES, T. C.
Brooke, Arthur.
BROOKS, EDWY SE.RLES

BULLIVANT, CECIL

CHANCE, JOHN NEWTON

CLE.AVER, HY¥LTON
Charteris, Leslie
Cooke, Percival
CRELSEY , JOHN
Darran, lMerk

Drew, Sidney
Karle,imbrose

FARVMER, HENRY
Fordwych, John Edmund

GOOdWin ’ DaVid .

Gordon, S. S.

GRAYDON, WILLIAI LMURRAY
Hamilton, Max

Herdy, Lrthur S,

Coutts Brisbane, Reid "/hitley.

L. J. ATKINS.

Hawkesley Brett.

WILLI M B.RR.DALE-SMITH.

Psul Hokspur..

Peul Urquhart, Lionel Day.
WILLIAM J. BAYFIEID.

Hel Meredith.

Christopher Beck.

ARTHUR C. MJRSHALLs Carras Yorke.

Robert "/. Comrades Reginald Brownej

Edward Thornton,b3rkeley Greay, Victor Gunn

Maurice Everard; Henry Turvilles
Robert 7. Dixon.

John Drummond; David C. Newtons
Alice Millerd.

Reginald Crunden.

LESLIE CHARLES BOWER

PERCY BISHOP,

Micheel Hellidey, Peter Menton.
NORMAN GODDARD .

EDG/R JOYCE IMURRAY .

J. J. JONES.

Frenklyn "right.

HAROID J. GARRISH; Herry Belbing
George Gerrish; T“/elter Darrells
velter Bverard; Tiellace Wiorrell.

SYDNEY GOVING; John Tregelliss
John Goodwin.

GORDON SH\W3 Gordon "Jallece.,
1fred !rmitage.

CECILY HAMILTON.,

ARTHUR STEFFANS; Clement Hale,
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Heathcote, Cidaude
HILL, H.RRY GREGORY
HINCKS, C. MLLCOLM

HOOK, S. CLARK,
HOPE, STANTON (/.E,)

HOME-G.LLL, ED".RD R.
JOHN HUNTER

Jeckson, Lewis.

Mert, Donoven

Maxwell, Herbert
Morris, Patrick
Murrey, Robert

orth, Jeck

Osborne, Mark

Pike, lorton
Poole, licheel
Quiroule, Pierre
Quiz, Rolend
Richerds, Frank

ROCHESTER, GEORGE E.
RO"E, JOHN G. (Gabriel)

St. Mers, F.
Scott, Hedley

R R RRRRRER R

J. H.RWOOD PANTING.
Hylton Gregory.

Malcolm Dayley John M, Howards
Charles Malcolm.

Meurice Merrimen.

%illiem Stanton; Doneld Deenj
Rhoda Desn.

Edwin Dale, Rupert Hell.

Peter Meritong
L. H. Brenning.
JACK LEVIS.

E. ILE BRUTON IL.RTIN3; Reymond Lee;
Mertin Shew.

HERBERT LOMAX.
VISCOUNT IfOUNT MORRIS.

ROBERT IMURRLY GRAYDON3
Robert Graydor lfurray Roberts.

JOHN NIX PENTTLO73 Richard Rendolphs
Rendolph Ryle; John ‘iests

Herry Huntingdon.

JOHN WILLIAM BOBINg John .\scotts
Jack Bobing Victor Nelsong

Ndelie Lscotty Gertrude Nelson.

D. H. PiRRY3 Ceot. Wilton Blake.
ROBERT HEBER POOLES$
W. W. S.YER.

RICH.RD M/RTIN HOV'RD QUITTERTON.

CH/RLES H.MILTON3; Mertin Clifford;
Owen Congquests Relph Redways
Herry Dorrien; Clifford Clives
Hilda Richerdss Robert Stanleys
Frank Dreke.

Eric Rochey John llen.

Charles Lewisy NMortimer fusting

Cept. .rthur Ferris; Gregory Dunsten;
Cherles /.. Rensomey James Bright;
‘lice E. Rowe,

FLORRIE ST. M'RS.
HEDIEY O'I7ANT.

‘nthony Drummond;

‘mthony Thomas.
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Scott, Mexwell A ~ DR. JOHN W. STANIFORTH.

St.John, Henry ' HENRY ST.JOHN COOPTR;
Lieut. Psul Lefevre; Gordon Holmes

Mabel St.John,

SHI/, FRANK H. Grenvillé Hammerton.

SYMONDS, F. ADDINGTON Gerle Daenesford; Howerd Steele.
TREETON, ERNEST, *"7. Shaw Ree, ;

T™WYMAN, H, We a. Cartwright.

YWIGNALL, TREVOR C. \lan Dene; David Rees.

irey, Regineld "o B, HOME GALL; Reginald Drew.
From Page No,97 GREYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUAL

1929 (Contd,)

Rookwood .. A Rift at Rookwood, oL e 3 o
8t.Jim's .. Tom Merry's Minor., (Reprint of Gem 296,
Tom Merry's Minor) ..

1930:

Greyfriars., A Lesson for Coker, s
Greyfriars., Bunter's Report ., Yo L3 G 4%
Greyfriars.,, Rough on Toddy : 5
Greyfriars,. The Greyfriars Adventurers. (Reprint of

Magnet No,179,Bob Cherry in Search of

his Father). R e e
Rookwood ,, Pleasing Dear Thomas .. ‘s
Rookwood ,, The ILast Laugh Yk = Lo
St.Jim's .. Guesy's ILatest Stunt .. o
Cedar Creek, The Cedar Creek Detective ..

1931

Greyfriars.,., Mark Linley at the Cross—Roads. (A Re-
print of Magnet Wo,180, A Schoolboy's

LN ] L e °

LN 4 LN

L4
LR ]
LN

Croseroads). % z 3o Ve
Greyfriars,, ZPulling Coker's Leg 2 ) .ld - i
Greyfriars,, Sturgis Forgets .. ok L s o
Rookwood .. French Leave.. e e e i >
St.,Jim's ,, Gussy's "Tennah" .., ; . as
S8t.Jim's ,, Troublesome Tom, (Reprlnt of 4d Gem No, 5

Troublesome Tom), ‘.t Gia e =

193%2:

Greyfriars,, Reforming Mauly .. o 0 TN g oo e
Greyfriars,., The 0ld Boys' Dinner ..

Greyfriars.,., The Vanished Eleven, (Reprint of Magnet

No,338, The Match with St.Jim's) i

- Rookwood ,., My Little Mistake, . % 2% % e

Rookwood ,., Putty's Priceless Prank, b 33 43
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The &t Franks Sagn

By Robert Blythe

It has been suggested several times that I do the same for the
Nelson Lee &s John Geal did so ably for the Megnet in 1949 and Eric Fayne
for the Gem in 1951. Thet is, give & complete list, together with short
descriptiens of the various series.

Well, it so happens that I did give such 2 1list spreed over the yeer
1949. Thet list wes given primerily to help collectors to know the
start/stop numbers of the verious series snd #lso es they ere rether
difficult to find, even if you possess the C.D., for that yesr without e
‘lot of seerching, I'm giving the list again, but this time fully revised
and elaboreted. However, I must confess that my mein reason is to show
whet & weelth of good reeding there is to be found within the pages of
the good old Nelson Lee.

To disbelievers and unrepentents (R.J. pleese note) pleese observe
how many times you see ¢ streightforwerd detective series recobded!!

Incidentally, I have not included eny of the 2nd and 3rd New Series,
mainly because to do them justice I would need et leest another four
peges end thet, with this erticle at its present length, is out of the
question. Perhaps I'll do thet enother time. However, of one thing
I'm certein, those who are only superficielly ecquainted with the Lee sre
in for e surprise.

ORIGINAL SERIES 1915-17

No's 1 - 111. Almost without exception & complete detective story
each week. !

1917
No's 112-120 (with the exception of 113, 115, 117, 119),

INTRODUCING ST. FRANK'S

Nelson Lee 2nd Nipper errive et St. Frank's s Mr., Alvington and
Dick Bemnett. Most of the stories are complete in themselves with the
overall picture of Wipper settling in end reising the .incient House from
the doldrums by ousting Fullwood from the capteiney.

No's 121-131 (excepting 121, 123, 124, 127)
Complete school-detective stories.

No's 132-135. NELSON LEE V, THE CIRCLE OF TERROR

Exciting school-detective story introducing Cecil De Vzlerie and
Sessue Yakema. Yekeme's life is threstened by the Circle of Terror, a
criminel orgenisation heeded by Prof. Cyrus Zingreve, De.V¥kerie being
the innocent dupe. /All their efforts, of course, are foiled by Nelson
Lee still in his disguise es ifr.  Alvington.

No's 136-139 ARRIVAL OF TOM BURTON

Tom Burton errives end incurs the enmity of Fullwood end De Velerie,
Two rescelly seilors, Cept. Jelks end Bill Larson, ettempt to kidnap Tem
in order to force his father, Dapt. Burton to disclose the whereabouts of
certein treesure. An exciting prelude to the summer holidey series.,
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1918
No's 140-141. DE V.LERIE REFORMS

Complete in themselves showing how De Velerie reforms. This is
brought ebout beceuse he is under the misteken impression thet he hes
ceused the death of one of the villege boys. The struggle between his
beser and wetter self is well described. This struggle with his con-
science results in his confession. He then discovers that the vwhole thing
hes been engineered by & crooked bookmeker for the purpose of blackmeil.,

No's 142-147. Nelson Lee v. Prof. Zingrave end the Circle of Terror.
School detective stories.

No's 148-157. HUNTER THE HUN

The first of the barrings-out and one of the best. Mr. Hunter
errives and by his despotic and bullying ettitude soon esrns the nick-nem
"Hun". LAfter his ettempt to subdue Nipper, Tregellis—"/est snd Tetson by
stervation the Remove rose in revolt. The berring-out is held emong the
ruins of the Monestery complete with barbed wire entenglements. They org
forced out of here but menege to take up positions on Willerds Islend.
They return to the school efter receiving & written prBmise that o1l is
forgiven, only to find they have been tricked. Nipper & Co. are cruelly
flogged end imprisoned. The efforts of the rest of the Remove to stert
enother barring-out is foiled. Funter the Hun is the victor. However,
Nelson Lee, although ostensibly ebsent from the schosl, had not been idle,
for Hunter wes & Hun - literally. In fact, he wes a spy end after
severel exciting events is finally ceptured end turned over to the police.

No's 158-165. NIPPER & CO IN THE SOUTH SEAS

Cept. Burton tckes some of the Removites with him on his search for
treesure. Trouble is ceused by the efore-mentioned Cept. Jelks, Togethex
with bettles egeinst cennibals end & volcenic eruption which leeves their
ship high and dry in a lagoon, they heve a tough time of it. Neverthelesq
the treesure is found end Jelks is defeeted.

No's 166-169. NELSON LIE v. THE CIRCLE OF TERROR

Lee fights enother round with Zingreve's criminel bend end wins.
Lee &nd Nipper's reel identity is revesled to the school 2s e whole for
the first time in this series.

170-177. ARRIVAL OF REGGIE PITT

One of the most populer characters celebrstes his srrivel by completely
wrecking the study of one of the River House Mesters, s en ect of spite
egainst Welbourne & Co. for which the latter sre flogged. Ile soon
proves a thorough rescel and earnms for himself the neme of "The Serpent".
As part of his plen for avenging himself upon Nipper & Co. he is instru-~
mentel in getting Tregellis-,est end Hendforth expelled. “iztson is to
get the seme treatment but at the last moment he is involved in & fire
from which he is rescued by Pitt (the only ene who knows where he is) et
the risk of his life. ~Pitt has & chenge of hecart end confesses to his
trickery.
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178-186. THE BOY FROM BERMONDSEY

The errivel of Jack Meson, later known as Jack Grey. He thinks he
is en orphen. but his uncle, ir. Grell, knows thet a locket Jeck hes in
his possession is the clue to his parents o8 well as e lost treesure.
Jack hes & greet influence upon Reggie Pitt end they become firm friends
end it is the latter who is meinly respansible for foiling the wicked
uncle, elthough it is Nelson Lee who establishes Jack's parentege.

1919
No's 187-194. COLONEL CLINTON

4 new hcusemester tekes over the Ccllege House end things begin to
hum, for Col. Clinton is ¢ militerist of the most virulent type. Drills,
peredes, seluting end guerd duties ere the order of the dey. But
Col. Clintun is proved insene end the juniors get their demob, pepers.

195-204. THE BULLIES LEAGUE

Sterke, Kenmore end other shedy cherescters =mong the Fifth end Sixth
start @ reign of terror by incessent bullying. The fags are easy meet
but the leaders of the Remove form the "Secret Combine" end commence to
give the seniors o taste of their own medicine until they ere too scered
to stert enything for fear of the retelietion. Alsc running thrcugh th
atory is the mysterious X, who is responsible for e series of burgleriesg

205-212. NIPPER EXPELLED

Starke, still smerting ofter his defeet, fekes evidence of en
ssseult fcr which Nipper is expelled. Nipper, however, returns to the
school in disguise end menages tc prove Starke's gullt, as e result of .
which he, in turn, is expelled.

213-220. IN SEARCH OF THE TREASURE OF SA\FRA

411 eboerd four North Africe in compeny with Lord Dorriemore end
Umlos., The clue to the tieasure is conteined in the locket cwned by
Jack Grey. The treesure is discovered end the villeins ere foiled
(of course there sre villains, thet's where ell the fun end excitement
ccmes inl) The scene shifts to West Africe where the party have a
skirmish with the natives, end &~ on to the Atlentic. As storm end
engine trcuble, getting marconed upon en islend end finelly stuck in the
middle oi the Sergesso See rcunds off o series full to the brim with
adventure.

221-222, TITUS ALEXIS AND THE GHEAT FIRE

Titus errives with ¢ deecp hetred of £11 things British. He,
neturelly, gets pushed eround e bic end in revenge he sets fire tc the
College House. Of course he's nuttier then e fruit ceke «:nd is removed
from the school. But the whole thing is e drsmetic curtein-reiser to
khe next series, which is -

223-228, ST JFRANK'S IN LORMDON

The schcol tekes up quarters neer Holborn. Detection is well to
the fore in this series, #s it concerns en opium smugglers' ring end the
kidnepping cf Tregellis-/est., The lest story introduces Fetty Little.
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229-236. B'RRING-OUT OF MR, M'RTIN

This berring-cut fcllows the femiliar pettern of e tyrennicel new
Heedmester and the inevite®le revolt. No new angles in this plot but,
of course, plenty of action.

237-239, Christmes with Lord Dorriemcre et Cliff Pestle.

1920
240-249. THE SPENDTHRIFT

An unusual series this. The Hon. Dougles Singleton, & newcomer to
the Remove blest with & fortune of ~ver £200,000, proceeds to spend seme
like weter. As thight be expected, he falls intc the hands of three
unscruplous crooks led by a Mr. Gore. They begin to fleece him by
various means until he has not @ penny left. By this time he hes well
snd truly leernt his lesson end hes becume e steedier end more relieble
person in the process. By @ trick hc menages to treac them end hend
them over to the police. 1Ilfr. Gore then proves himself tc be - Nelson
Lee. So Singletun gets his fourtune back end 211's well,

250-255. THE SERV..NTS STRIKE

an esmusing series with TimothyTucker well to the fcre s e
Communist agitetor. The school staff decide tc go on strike end ere
becked up by the juniors. Hervs of fun end gemes with the juniors doing
the cooking sand meking the beds etc., meantime keeping the fresh steff
off the premises by vericus devices. The nld steff eventuelly get theiq
reise in pey, end things return to ncrmel, -

256-263. Mr. Crowell, suffering from & nervous breakdown, is
replaced by Hendforth's brother-in-lew, Mr, Heeth. Mr. Heeth is being i
®loackmeiled by @ Ccunt De Plessigny. Hendforth dues a sput of detectiv
work end ceuses ¢ split in Study D 2s e consequence.

264-274. EL DORADO

One of the mu8t famous h.lidey series, full tc¢ cverflowing with
adventure.

Lerd Dorriemore tekes e perty up the ‘mezon in sesrch of Cuol.Kerrigg
They discover the lost city of E1l Doredr end e rece f gi=nts known as

rivel ermies, end heir-reising escapades tcgethsr with volcenic eruptio
thrown in for good meesure, there's never e dull moment. E.S.B. certei
ly pulled cut 211 the stops for this yern.

275-283%. ALKRIV .L OF DICK GOOD"/IN

Back to St.Frenk's snd streight swey up to the cyebrows in mystery.
Dick hes invented e mechanicel gadget end certein doubtful types try to
steel it.

284-293. BANNINGTON CINEMA

Scluman Levi persusdes his father to buy Bennington Grange fcr con-
version intc @ cineme, Mr. T/ebb, the unly other cineme ._wner in Benning+
tcn, -bjects - vioclengly. Stcry tells how he ettempts to put paid to
the scheme by neferious meens - end fells - neturelly.

the .rzecs. T/het with bettles with pre-historic monsters, & war betweii

.
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1921
294-304. THE COLLEGE HOUSE WITHOUT RULES

This period of "no rules" wes intrcduced by Mr. Smale Fox, the new
Housemaster. No rules, no punishment -~ result cheos! The rctters teke
full edvantege end bring the neme of St.Frenk's into disrepute. Nelson
Lee tekes o hend end proves thet Smele Fox is deliberstely ellowing these
heppenings e part ~f e plan .f revenge ageinst the schcol. The story
elsc tells of the b'xing prowess of Wrnest Lewrence as o professionel.

305-311. THE HOUNDS OF THE T.RGOSS'.

4 helidey erowd cn 2 trip in an eirship which is wrecked in the
Adrietic. The ®oys ere seved by e ship which is drifting without e crew}
The ship in turn is wrecked .n the cuest of M.rdenis, The perty is cep-
tured by the Tergosse, rebels whc hold p wer in the country. They escape
end g. in forces with the Ruyalists. There is o terrific battle between
the two factions bef re the rebels ere subdued and the perty cen return
hcme.

312-319. JERRY DODD AND THE TEST MATCHES

Jerry Dcdd, @ youth who lives for cricket, is tcld by his father
"no cricket, schoeol is e plece fur study". H w he gets over this end
ends up pleying in o test metch is told in o way thet puts Brcoks in the
forefront of sports-story writers.

320-327. IN THE YIID "EST

Justin B. Fermén's father is having tr uble with rustlers etec. on g
his rench ih lMcntena, He invites Nelscn Lee and Lord Dorriecmore snd a
crowd cf the lads cut there for e holidey. Thilst there, Lee feels that
it's up to him, and sv we're treated tu &s full-blooded a western yern
es cculd be wished for.

328-335. PITT'S EFFORTS TO SAVE THE FAMILY FORTUNES

Dremetic episode relating Reggie Pitts' eff-rts to make money t-
help his father, whc is benkrupt efter being r.cked im e business scheme.
Pitt, who is reckcned the fimest winger in St.Frenk's football history,
gets @ job os cutside-right with Bennington F :othell Club, And sc we
heve a frotbell series with a2 spot of skullduggery provided by cne Simen
Respe who hed ceused Pitts' fether tc g. Bankrupt in the first plece.

336-348. THE MADNESS OF DR ,.STAFFORD

Dr. Steffurd is being pcisoned Iy e Mr. Trenton, the new Science
Mester. The poison causes him to fly into uncontrolleble tempers,eech
etteck being worse then the last. The boys, not knowinz whet to meke of
it, begin tc teke sides fur end ageinst. Those ageinst, led and influenced
by Timcthy Tucker, gu communist, which leads to them geining control of
the school. There's @ smell barring-cut and cleshes between them and the
cther perty, termed the Loyalists.

This is e long series end there's toc much in the plot to crem into
@ smell space. Iluwever, Trenton is expcsed snd the school greduelly
returns to normel.
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1922

349-35T. THE COMING OF ARCHIE

This series, which concerns effcrts which are mede to recover
greésure from Twillerds Islend, is enlivened by the arrivel et the school
of one of the very best cheracters in schcolboy ficticon - Archie Glenthorne.
Archie, the welking fashion plate, is ebsclutely one of the '"cnes". |His
menner of spesking alone is sufficient tc endeer him for ever to the
reader.

358-365. Young Ghing is kidnapped by members of & Chinese Tong
end is taken on @ ship en route to €hine. This leads to:-

366-3T4. A HOLIDAY IN THE SOUTH SEAS.

Lord Dorriemore and the usuel crowd on board The "Tenderer give chase
to the kidneppers, duly rescue Young Ching end carry on to the South Sees.
Here they get wrecked on o corel islend and live like the Swiss Femily
Robinson. Archie's velet, Phipps, comes into his own as a sort of
"/dmirable Crichton". They ere finelly rescued by eeroplene which brings
us to:-

375-380. THE NIV ANGLIANS

One of Brooks' so-czlled "far-fetched" stories. The aeroplene takes
them to the enterctie where they discover the lost country of New .‘nglia,
only to find that they heve lended just when e war between the two halves
of the country is about to stert - with what results to the St.Frenk's
party you cen imegine.

381-397. Back to the peece snd quiet (1!) of school life.
Complete stories.
1923
398-407 . PEITICOAT RULE

Miss Trimble, & newly elected chairmen of the Governing Boerd,
objects in public to the Heedmester edministering corporsl punishment.
He resigns in protest, followed shortly afterwards by the rest of the
masters. Miss Trimble seizes the chence to prove @& theory thet boys
ere better treined by women end installs women teschers. The boys treet
the whole thing as & joke ot first, but the joke turns sour when Miss
Trimble bens most of the privileges such as tea in the studies etc. The
finel strew is when the Juniors ere benned from using the studies. From
then on it's wer -~ to the bitter end! A well-remembered series with
Brooks at his best.

408-414. AIF 'UGGINS ARRIVES

41f Brent, son of the Cheirmen of the Board of Governors hes e
theory thet if he went to St.Frenk's under his own name he would be
treeted with respect, but if he went es Alf Huggins, en ordinery working-
cless boy, he would be ostracised. How the ides works out is brilliantly
end movingly told.

415-422. WHITSUN HOLID.Y SERIES

The Removites spend e ceravenning holidey touring the highweys end
byways of rural Englend.
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423-432. IN ANERICA

The Remove, for various reasons, find themselves in America. They
travel from New York to Hdlywood, where they meet Lord Dorriemore who
takes them on The "ianderer into the Pacific. Here they meet with more
adventures on a certain islend. Brooks wrote this story whilst in
hmerice and it has the ring of suthenticity.

433-441. INTRODUCING BUSTER BOOTS

From the Editor's remarks concerning this series: "It wes power
end leadership thet he coveted and he found that he could more quickly
attain success by instituting & reign of terror-—. [As we have seen,
Nipper proves to Buster that two could play at that geme, and when the
new Remove leader began to experience some of his own medicine he realised|
that there was some truth in the seying that'He who lives by the sword
perishes by the sword'. The light of reeson brought home to him et last
the folly of his mad- lust for power. He wes sobered, and felt ashamed
of himself. His old supporters now turned egainst him. They regerd
him es & bully and & coward, and it remains for Buster to prove that at
heart he is neither."

442-447. Nelson Lee's tustle with the Night Owl, otherwise known
ag Caled Droone, and the criminel orgenisetisn The Allience of Thirteen.

1924
. 448-454. THE:DR. K.RNACK SERIES

Dr. Karnack takes over the post of Curstor to the school museum, and |,
weird things begin to heppen. Some parts of this story would not be out
of plece in the "Not at Nigh%" books, es witness some of the titles:

"Phe Evil Eye of Beal', "The Curse of the Moon God" etc. This series
wes. most topical et the time, for Tutenkhamen's tombe hed just been
discovered. '

445-463 ., ARRING-OUT AGAINST WILLIAL K., SMITH

. Smith, & German-imericen millionaire, buys up most of the countrysids
surrounding St.Frank's with the idea of building vast factories. As o
result of his scheming Dr. Stefiord is forced to resign and one of
Mr. Smith's stooges, @ lir. Ponsor’jy Small, is instelled. Smell is not
big enough for the job end soon haes everyone in open revolt. This
rebellion interferes e greet deal with Smith's plans end in consequence
there's loads of excitement culminating in e thrilling finale when his
workmen (all foreigmers, by the wey), maddened with drink, storm the
school end attempt to set fire to it.

464-470. THu CIRCUS COME TC TOWN

4 circus comes to Benaington and then the fun sterts. The performers
go on strike snd the Removites “cke over. Imegine Hendy, as & strong
men, tossing 500 1ts. weight ebout!

4/71—476. h story with, for & boys' paper, & most unusuel plot. It
tells how Mrs. Stokes, the new Housemaster's -wife, heving been cured of &
serious illness by the use of drugs, hed become, in part, a8 drug eddict.
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Her fight to return to & normel life, whilst weing encouraged to teke
more drugs by a reptilian Chinesmen, is drsmatic, to say the least.

477-484. IN THE SAHARL

One of Brooks'! "far-fetched" holiday series. This time they dis-
cover a lost Romen city in the middle of the Sashara Desert end experience
all the thrills end adventures that one might associate with such an
event,

485-492. THE SCHOOL WITH A BAD NAME

Another unusuel story of a type not usuelly met with in boys' papers,
During e champagne perty held ®y the "bledes", a senior dies of
heart failure. /i London newspaper gets hold of the story and the result-
ing scendal ncerly ceuses the school to close down, However, most ef

the Remove memage to stay on and, under Pitts' leadership, menage to
restore the ood name of St.Frenk's.

493-500. Complete School Stories.

1925
501-512. TOMMY WATSON AT MOAT HOLLOY

Owing to his father's finences being somewhat sheky "Tatson is sent
to the new school recently opened at Most Hollow betwecen St.Frank's and
Bellton. A shock awsits him, however, for the school is nothing more or
less then @ prison, where the beys have all the spirit kmockcd out of
them and sre, in fact, treated like slaves. Brooks must heve reed
Nicholes Nickleby, for this is the type of school that Dickens exposed.

L thoroughly good yern with Nipper doing his stuff et the end es the
"Phantom Protectoxr'.

513-522. 1 cricketing scries with & feud between the ‘ncient end
Modern House thrown in es good measure end to 2dd to the complicatiens.

523-528. ST JFRAUNK'S TAKES UP SCOUTING

Owing to part of the schoel heving been demaged and accommodetion
lacking, the Lower School teke up Scouting end cemp out on the Downs
overlooking Shingle Bey.

529-536. IN THE SOUTH SEAS LGATN

Lord Dorriemore tekes the usual crowd to & South Sea Island in seerch
of pearls. This is Brooks ot his best end his description of e tropicel
islend is convincing. There is also a most reelistic description of e
cyclone.,

537-541. THE REFORMATION OF FULLTOOD

Fullwood, until now the acknowledged leeder of the '"ceads", hed been
present on the holidey in the last series end mainly owing to the influend
of Clive Russell, begen to see the error of his ways. In this series
we sce the trensformetion completed. All is not mede easy for him, end
he has an uphill fight ®efore he cen cut loose from his old essociates.

The school is enlarged to five houses in this series.
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542-549. EZRA QUIRKE

In the opinion of meny this is the finest series that Brooks ever
wrote. It made such en impression on one of our circle thet he decided
to teke up the profession of stege illusienist ss s career, .

Briefly then: BPEzrs Quirke errives, riddled with supersfiitions and
& dabbler in Black Megic. He has & powerful personality snd very soen
has his own circle of believers. Those who ridicule him seem to run
into bad luck. However, the die-hards form themselves into the L I Club*
end defy Quirke to do his worst. As a consequence they suffer all sorts
of misfortunes and the "13 Club" dishends. Quirke utilises a cellar in
the East House where he holds mgetings and where he achieves all sorts
of weird phenomena. Eventually he has nearly everyone believing in him
except @ very few, Led by Browne of the Fifth, they eventuelly find the
meens to expose him. How this is brought sbout end why Quirke is at
the school I won't reveal as it would spoil your fun if you haven't
already reed the story.

Broeks at his very bvest.

1926
550-560. THE REVOLT AG.INST GUY SINCLAIR

Guy Sincleir, & 6th Former, end one of the worst, succeeds in
becoming Heed Prefect of the est House meinly owing to the fact that
he hes & hold over Mr. Stokes the Housemester. His success goes to his
heed and he becomes & petty dictator. Life is mede unbearsble for the
Juniors and so they rebel. Eventuelly the rest of the school join in
and with Masters end Prefects ebsent for various reesons the unruly
elements get the upper hend end mob rule is only stopped by the inter-
vention of Mr. Stokes. Sincleir is finelly exposed by Stokes and is
expelled.

561-568. HORLCE STEVENS AND HIS F.THER'S PLAY

For this, the last of the 0ld Series, Brooks tekes us behind the
scenes of Londown's Theatre-land. Stevens' father, before he dies, had
been a great actor end hed written e play. Stevens tries to get it
produced end elso reveals his own capebilities ss en sctor. How the
pley is stolen from him end how with Brown's end Nipper & Co's help he
finelly triumphs is well told in # most dremetic fashion.

1lst New Series
No's 1-11. SPORTS MAD AT ST JFRANK'S

Fenton sterts e Sports Carnivel snd Nipper suggests a Young Ingland
v. Young Australia pleying in & test metch with the finsl game at Lord's.
St.Frenk's thinks of nothing else except sport this term, but the Heed-
masyer tries to bring them “eck to earth by setting them & speeislly
stiff exem. So what with sports end study end everything going with
e med rush, everyone hes & hectic time, trying to fit things in.

12 - 19, HOLIDAY ADVENTURES IN CHINA

Young Ching is kidnepped end Nelson Lee, Dorriemore end Umlosi , to
sey nothing of Nipper & Co. go to Chine to effect a rescue. They are
(110)




taken prisoners end get mixed up in @ bettle between rivel Ter Lords
before everything smooths itself out.

20 - 25, HANDFORTH ..S REMOVE C.APTATN

A8 a result of 2 joke thet went wrong, Hendforth is elected ceptain.
He proceeds to meke e thorough nuisance of himself, until the whole
Hemove is fed up to the beck teeth with his weird end wonderful idees of
how & form should ke run, L very funny yern.

26 - 33. a7  JFRLNK'S ON ITS HONOUR

An ‘merican Professor persuades the Heedmaster to edopt the "Honour
System", with dire results. The decent element form a vigilante com-
mittee to bring the othcrs to their senses. Meanwhile, Fullwood is
tempted to desert the streight end narrow, but his better self preveils.

1927
34 - 43. THEY DISCOVER NORTHESTRA

.fter spending Christmas at Hendforth Towers the holiday perty go on
e trip to the Fer North, in an eirship owned by Lord Dorriemore. .s one
might expect, the sirship gets out of control in e violent storm end is
cerried well into the Arctic Circle. They get pitchforked cver e range
of moutteins snd find themselves - in Northestria - & lend of knights in
armour. In other words, back to the Middle fges. Although this is one
of Brooks'! "fer-fctched" stories, I, personelly consider it one of the
best. The party errive just as the Gothlenders ere about to invede
Northestria. ILee end Dorriemore ere given the job of orgenising an army
to repel them, end using modern weepons end ideas, do the whole thing in
grand etyle,

44 - 50. THE GREAT FLOOD

Pine Hill Reservoir bursts during hecevy reins end floods the whole
of the Stowe Valley. St.Frenk's is complete cut off. However, e
couple of berges float into the school grounds together with sn old bern
(Fort Kesolute of the Trimble barring-out) end Handforth gets the bright
idea of lifting the barn on to the barges. They use "Hendforth's Ark"
as o meens of escape from the school. They get cerried out to sees and
ere wrecked but manage to seve the barges. They return to the coast
end when the floods subside, & few of them, acting as bargees, return
the barges to their rightful owner.

51 - 54. THE FUNK OF ST.FR'.NL'S

Herry Greshem, son of a county cricketer end himself an expert et
the geme, errives only to be brended & funk. Hendy tekes him in hand
end helps to prove that his cowsrdice is more imeginery then reel.

55 - 60. THE FRESH ATR FIENDS

The Heedmaster's sister persuades him to allow those who wish to
teke adventege of the summer weether to go under canves. Her husbend is
in seerch of Romen tressure for which purpose he buys Holt's Ferm. The
cemp is washed out by e storm end some of the lads persuede the Heed's
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gister to e#llow them to cerry on et Holt's Ferm. Her husband objects
et first bu*t eventuelly ellows them to stey @nd help him in his seerch.

66 -~ 67. ON THE CONGO

This holidey sterts out with no perticuler end in view, except es
e trip to the Congo in the company of Iord Dorriemore. However, when
they errive they leern that trouble has broken out in Umlosi's tribe,
the Kutene's, end that Umlosi hes diseppeered. They &t once set out
to do the rescuing business, only to be ceptured by e slave trader, one
Otto Lorenzo. Needless to sey, they put peid to him, but not before
we have hed out full quote of thrills end edventures.

68 - T1. THE FEUD OF THE FOURTH AND THE REMOVE

T/het commences es 2 new spirit of rivelry between the two forms
is turned to hetred by Bernerd Forrest (who took over the reigns &s
chief "ced" from Fallwood.) He, with some of his friends, fen the
flames impertielly by introducing such things as stones end dog-whips
etc, into the rivelry. Forrest is in due course exposed end is drummed
out of St.Frenk's.

7275 THE CASTLETON TUVINS

Allan and Lrthur Cestleton errive, the former et St.Frenk's end
the letter at St.Jim's. Although they sre es elike as two pses ouv-
werdly, their netures ere poles epert. Allen is e thorough-going young
rescel, end eventielly mekes himself so unpopular that hc suggests to
Arthyr that they chenge places as @ joke. IArthur agrees end goes to
St .Frenk's, only to find that he hes to pey for his brother's gins,
Lllen meenwhile is conscience-stricken end returns to teke his medicine.
The story 2lso tells of the verious ettempts on the life of Lord
Pippinton.

76 - 79. DRATH OF WALTER CHURCH

One of the most drametic stories ever written by E.S.B. Church
is pursued by cnemies end his life is seved only by prompt sction by
Nelson Lee. To orevent further atteupts Lee ond Dr.Brett ennounce that
Church hes died. Llthough McClure is convinced, Hendforth refuses to
believe it, end does his best to force Nelson Lee to explain. The fine
thing ebout this story is the description of the fellows' reections,
particulerly Hendforth's end McClure's to Church's illness and supposed
death. To those who regerd Hendy es purely e comic this side of his
charescter is an eye-opener.

80-39. HANDFORTH'S BARRING-OQUT

Hendforth is fulsely sccused of setting & trep for Mr.Pyecraft,
end is due to be flogged. Hendforth, being the chep he is, end highly
incensed by the injustice, starts a herring-out with his two fricnds.
Very soon others join until the whole Remove is in revolt, The rebellion
sterts in the Ancient House studies, takes over the store-house s more |
join, end ond by the juniors teking over the Modern House. The berring-
out is finally brought to en end by the confession of the culprits, in
this case Merrell and Merriott.
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T o B S e aiieecsed.

1923
90-~"93.° THE BOOT-BOY BARONET

Sir Jemes Potts, Bert. comes to St.Frank's as o boot-boy to earn his
living. He is helped to regein his position in 1life by en old friend
and new boy Vivien Trovers, end the story ends with him becoming ¢ member
of the Remove.

94~ 99. The Eerl of Edgemore is in Queer Street whet with mort-
geges being foreclosed etc., but the Remove relly round end with Nelson
Lee doing his stuff on the side, everything works out nicely, thenk you!

100-108. H.DFORT I THEAQE?CAST

Hendfourth, usuelly good-netured end cheerful, gets into a thoroughly
bed temper which gets worse ss time goes on, snd 211 over nothing. He
reclises thet he's et foult but Hendy is es obstincte 2s & mule end con-
siders everyone owes him en spology insteed of vice-verss. Things go
from bed to worse until he is ostracised by the whole form. Even his
feithful chums. Church 2nd McClure. leeve him to get on with it, Of
course, Hendy comes to his senses but not before he neerly gets himself
expelled.

109-117. Chembers of the Fifth, owing to sheer laziness, is sent
down to the Remove. He ettempts to essert himself by bullying, but is
soon put in his plece. Showing no effort to imprcve himself, the Heed-
mgster decides to put him into the Third - smongst the fags. He has @
terrible time of it, the fegs teking the opportunity to pey off old
gscores. He soon pulls himself together efter this end eventuelly geins
his old plece in the Fifth.

118-123. ON HOLIDAY IN INDI.

Lord Dorriemore tekes the ususl crowd on holidey egein, this time to
India. The plct is besicelly the seme @s the China Series, except that
this time it is Hhssi Renjit Lel Kehn who is kidnepped.

124-127. . story of fun s#nd gemes, when e series of japes ere
corried out between St.Frenk's snd the River House.

128-131 WILLY HANDFORTH'S DOG

This yern tells how Willy Hendforth forms sn ettechment for e grey-
hound,of his efforts to buy it from 2 brutel owner.

132-139. . mixed beg of very short seriés, concerning the Blue
Cruseders, Kenmore the prefect end his reformetion, ¢nd ghostly
heppenings et Reithmere Cestle re-introducing Wazre Quirke.

1929
140-151. THE ST.FR.NK'S TOURING SCHOOL

The school gc on an educetionel tour of Scuth ifrice, ‘ustralie
end New Zeelend. I don't kncw whet they lesrnt but they hed their full
quote of edventure., Brooks mey or mey not heve visited these countries,
but his descriptions ore most reelistic.
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152-159. THE SNE4K'S PARAZDISE

Note: - 152, 157-159, complete school stories.

Dr., Stefford has retired end insteed we have & Dr. Morrison Nicholls
He hes & theory which he puts into prectise, that the schoolboy code of
honour, which seys "one should not 'sneek'", is ell wrong, end thet if e
boy is bullied, or knows of scme miédemesnour, he should report the
matter. T/het heppens, of course, is the opposite to the Heesdmaster's
hopes. It's e field dey for the cads,

160-169. ON TOUR AG \IN

Coming so quickly efter the other touring school series, one cean
cnly essume thet it was e publicity stunt. This time they travel ebout
Inglend in e specisl train, stopping e few deys at verious points. Fach
stopping-pl.ce provides & different sdventure.,

170-174. . Lord Dorriemore turns up agein end tekes o perty off
to Arizone in search of gold.

175-178. Stenley "ialdo son of the "'/cndermen", errives, end
proceeds tc stegger the school.

179-182. Bernerd Forrest is reinsteted end immediately starte
his old gemes.

183-186. Nelson Lee end Nipper's lives sre threstened by e
Bhinese Tong (the seme one that ceused them to go to St.Frenk's in 1917
end the Tong's vengeance is for the seme reespn')

187-189. Christmes with Hendforth et Trevis Dene.

190-194. Edger Fenton, the populer Heed-Prefect, is seddled
with en uncle - in the Remove! find whet an uncle! He soon earns
the nauwe of "the worst boy in the school", znd is in fact en unscrupulous
young bleckgerd. Nephew Edger hes a dreedful time before his uncle
is finelly expelled.

From Page No,101l. ‘ GREYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUAL_
1932, (Contd.)

St.Jim's ,., Making Game of Guady .. R i £ s
St.Jim's ., The Third Form Crusoces.. 55 3 i i
St.Frank's., Rivals of St.Frank's .. flf . =3 s

1933:

Greyfriars,, Coker's Capture .. st 5 25N 35 * g
Greyfriars.., Coker's Great Game.
Greyfriars,., ©Saved from the Sea. (Reprint of Magnet No 301
Cast up by the Sea) .. e . s L e
Greyfriars.,. Tom Brown's Footer Report .. ' % e
Rookwood .. Getting Their Own Back., 5 ik P g
Rookwood ., Hansom's "Twin" Brother, v g
St.Jim's .. A Yankee at St.Jjim's, (Reprint of’ Gem No,294
g R e R e T R e S
St.Jim's ., Lowther's Last Laugh ,. 38 Gk . 92
St.Jim's .. Trimble Takes the Cake,, o oo oo oo
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The Collectors Whos UKo

Compiled by Herbert Leckenby

Once sgein new friends from far and near are added to this
indispensable feature. The request for occupatiens was well responded
to, too, thus adding to its interest, for it shows illuminatingly that
our fraternity is made up of all sorts end conditions of men (&nd women)
which is Jjust as it should be.

As before, collectors' favourites appesr in order of preference.

0ld Boys' Book Club Branches indiceted thus  London (L);
Northern (N); Midlend (M); Merseyside, Liverpool (Mer.); Melbourne,
Victorias, .ustralies (Vic.).

Here are the Groups.

l. Victorien Papers.
2. Early 20th Century.
3., .Aldines.
4, Captein, Boys' Own Peper, Chums, end similar pepers.
5. "Hemilton'" Iapers:
a) Megnet, (b) Gem), (c) Penny Populer,
gd) Schoolboys! Own, (e) Holidey fnnuel.,
6. Sexton Bleke. és) Unien Jack, (b) Sexton Blake Librery,
c) Detective "/eekly.
7. (e) Nelson Lee Librery, (b) Monster Libraery.
8. Between Two “iers (Champien, Thriller, Ranger, etc.)
9. Comics.
10, Schoolgirls' Own Library, School Friend, Schoolgirls' "/eekly, etc.

ADDISON, JOHN R., 319 Long Lene, Last Finchley, London, N.2. ().
Group 5.
LDLEY, DEREX JOHN, 19 Breithveite Gerdens, Stanmore Middlesex.
Sge 25. Groups 5 (a) (b); 7(e); 5(e) (a) (e)s

6 (v) (&) ()3 7(b)s 2¢ 3 85 10.

MDSLEY, GORDON R., 17 .bergerw Road, Brynmenyn, Nr. Bridgend, Glam.

age 29, Builder and Decorestor. South /eles.

Group 5 (c) (b).
Chiefly interested in Christmes numbers end Christmes series of
the Megnet end Gem. Usually has surplus copies of most of the populer
pepers evaileble for sele or cxchenge with fellow collectors.

ALLEN, LEON.RD M., 3 Montgomery Drive, Sh&ffield, 7. - (w)
Lge 46. Civil Servent. '
Groups 43 7(e)s 23 9; 6(2).
Requires early comics (1910 to 1924); Cheerioy Chums years 1914,

1915, Nelson Lees (old series) 230, 312, 319, 357, 371, 373, 374, 391,
end 5235,

" ALLISON, GERAID, 7 Summerfield Gerdens, Bramley, Leeds. (V)
Departmental lensager.
Groups 5(b) (a); 9.
Librerien, Northern Sectien, 0,B.B.C. Says "If you have eny spare copies
sell them to the Libtery. Thenks!"
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* ALLISON, "MOLLIE", 32 “arrels Place, Bramley, Leeds, Yorkshire. (N)
Lge 35. Bank Clerk.

Group 5 (&) (v) (a) (+)

.. new collector. Particular interest - Greyfrisrs stories,
"Vernon-Smith Series."

ANDERSON, L.T., 51 Holtewood Gerdens, Brixton Hill, London, S.7.2.

Lge 41, Assurance Representetive.
Group 5 (21l).
ARMITLGE, S. F., The Orchard, Ossett, Yorkshire. (N)
Journalist.
Group 5(a) (b).
LUCKLAND, CHARLIS KENNETH, 67 Hemsworth Road, Sheffield, 8. (w)

Groups 7 (e) (b); 5 (e11).
Is snxious to obtain Christmes number Magnet "Tour From the Eest"

end Nelson Lee Librery No. 499, '"The Secret of the Panel.
Also interested in Tinglish coins end cigarette cerds connected
with boxing and cricket.

BAKER, NTHONY, Christ Church Vicarage, Barnet, Herts.
Lge 14. Groups 5 (&) (b) (d) (e); 6(b).

BLKER, CHARLES, 7 Merine Terrace, “/eterloo Port, Caernarvon.
Groups 5(b) (a) (c) (a); 25 3.

B.NKS, CYRIL, 42 Rose Terrace, Calton Street, Huddersfield, Yorks. ()
ge 43. Clerk.
Groups 7(e)s 5(2) (b) (d) (e); 7(b)s
5(e)s 10 (for deughters).
BLRTLETT, C. J«, 20 Broomfield Road, Beckenhem, Kent.
.ge 21. Clerk, London Trensport Executive.
Grour 5(z) (b) (d) (e).
B.RTLETT, HENRY J. H., Peos Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.
age 51. * Hire Car Proprietor.
Groups 5(2) (b) (a) (e)s 6 (211); and &ll others.
‘l1so interested in fantesy fiction and would like to correspond witq
others on the subject.
Is under the impression that for e period the Dreednought wes same
gize as the Boys!' Frlend but cennot get confirmation. Can enyone
help?
Is also & Rurel District Councillor, Perish Counoillor, Bellringer,
Scoutmester, Choir member, “erden Civil Defence, #nd member of Toc H

BE.RDSELL, FREDERICK CLIFFORD, Plymstock, Rose ‘venue, Davenport,
: Stockport, Cheshire. (w

Lge 48, Mester Tiindow Cleener.
. Group 5(e) (d) (v).
BENNETT, RAYMOND V., 64 Dudley Road, Tipton, Steffs. (L)
isge 36. Chief Clerk. :

Groups 5(e); 7(a); 5(b); 6(2).

Particulerly interested in Christmss Zlumbers.
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BENTLEY, J. BREEZE, 4 Grenfell Drive, Bradford, Yorkshire. ()

Group 5 (&) (b) (d)
Collection now includes 1550 Magnets, 600 Gems, 200 S,0.L's
(Greyfriars, St.Jim's, Rookwond ) .
Megnet numbers wanted. 28, 29, 35, 3¢, 37, 43, 48, 49, 91, 106,
122, 140, 149, 167, 178, 184, 212, 233, 234, 253, 254, 255, 400,
404, 419, 423, 428, 431, 437, 443.

BLIGHT, EDTARD, "Sandhills", Constentine Bay, St.Merryn, Padstow,

Cornwall. (L)

Age 51, Retired Engineer.
Groups 35 5(2) (b) (e)s 6(a) (c)s 7(a)s
8 (Thriller).
Collection includes Cheer Boys Cheer, Boys' Journal, "ild ‘Jest,
complete runs, "

BLYTHE, ROB:iRT CHLRLES, 46 Carleton Road, Holloway, London, N,7. (L)

Lge 38. Assistent Stock-keeper.

, Groups 7(a); 5(a); 6 (E.S. Brooks stories only).
Is employed by Oxford University Press. Is in charge of books
handled on behalf of twenty Americen University Presses as well
as four other learned /ssociations.

BOLAND, JOHN A., College Historical Society, Trinity College,

Dublin University. (L)

Lge 21. Group 5(a) (b) (a)
Also interested in "Mecceno Magezine".

BOND, HERBERT MLURICE, 10 Erw ien, Rhiwbina, Cardiff, South 7/ales.
lge 40. Group 6 (e11)

BOTTOMLEY, FRED L., 48 Downhills Park Road, Tottenham, London, N.17.
Age 45. Shopkeeper.
Groups 5(a) (d)s 7(a).
BRADSHAW, W. H., 227 T/est 88th Street, Los \ngeles, Cal. U.S.A.
Group 6 (all)

BRANTON, W, LESLIE, 63 Thoresby Street, Hull.
Commercial Artist.
Group 5(2)(e) (c).

BRETHERTON, T. P., Heskin, Nr. Chorley, lLancs.
Groups 23 13 9.

*¥BRIGGS, S.C. GODFREY, Public Hospital, Rotorua. New Zealand.
hge 58.
Groups 5 (b) (a) (c) (e)s 23
4 (Captain, Chums) 6 (c) (b)s
9 (Chips).

Collection at present very small and is anxious to increase it.

Possesses B.F.L's "Shunned by the School" snd "Pride of the

School", also Chums, 1912-13. First edition Scouting for

Boys (1918). ‘jould like to purchase %4d. and first 1d Gems,
"Gathering of the Clans", etc.
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» BROMLEY, GEORGE, "Holeywell", Estoria lvenue, ".igston Magne,
Leicester.
hge 31. Trade Union Officer,
Group, 5(2) (b) (a) (e)
Collection smell but growing. Interested in Greyfriers, St.Jim's
and Rookwood. .s a woy first love wes Greyfriers, but as en
adult collector sympathies veering to St.Jim's. Considers this
shows the St.Jim's cheracters are more subtle snd better portreyed,
whilst Greyfriars ones are mainly background for "Famous Five"
and Bunter.

BROWN, R.YMOND E., 54 Longreech Road, Liverpool, 14. (L) (Mer.)
Age 25. Group 5 (e1l); 6 (all); 83 9.

® BRYNE, F. G., C/o 40 “hitebarn Lane, Dagenham, Essex.
Age 28, Schoolmester.,
Group 5 (all),
Only been collecting a short time. Finds high prices a problem.
Hopes collectors will help by refusing to pey them, and not add
"Your price paid" to wants advertisements.

BURROV, RAYMOND, 1 ..lbert Square, Yeadon, Leeds.
ige 41. Grocer.
Groups 7(e); 5(}’)9 83 2.
Tiemted: Nelson Lee (old series)l7, 30, 78, 107, 114.
Gems 1023, 1024. Schoolboys! Own Librexry 4,120.
Boys' Frienc Libraxry, 514.

CALDWELL, RLYMOND L., P.0. Box 515, Lancester, Pa, U.S.A.
Group 13 23 33 6.

CARTER, ERNEST CHARLES, 2 Cooper Street, Kingsford, N.S.7., Australia.
Age 41, Clerk.
croups T(2) (b); 5(a)s 6 (#11)3 5(b).
Only requires Nelson Lees 1915-1917 to complete set., Can anyone
help? Good price paid for bocks in good conditien suiteble for

binding.
Is emplcyed in Central Registry, Bestern Army Command.
CLSE, FRANCIS, 4 Dee Street, Liverpool 6. (Mery)

: Groups 93 23 5 (21l).

Hon. Sec. Merseyside Brench, 0.B.B.C.
CHAMBERS, "/. BE., 83 Orme Road, Bangor, N.Vales.

Lge 34. Porter.

Groups, Lll.
CHECKLY, PITER J., 18 Marleton Rosd, Coundon, Coventry.
Age 18, Printer's Apprentice.
Groups 8 (Bullseye, Sturprise)

5 (b) (4) (e)s 6(a)s (o).

At present on National Service.

* XX
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CHURCHILL, CHARLES H., 123 Pinhow Road, Exeter.
Lge 43. Lecountent.
groups 7 (2) (v); 6(a).
Is perticulerly in need of verious Nelsun Lees (0ld series)
prior to No.130. "ould we glad of eny help. Interested slso
in early "Confederation" and "Spots Losely" Union Jacks.

CHILD, A. C., 64 Gilbertstone Avenue, Birminghem 26.
H Group T.
CLOUGH, WILLIAM/ 3 Fonthill Grove, Sale, Mesnchester.
Lge 51. Groups 2: 33 6(e): 4 (Captein); 9.
Still very snxious to wbtein Peter Flint'series in Nugget Librery,
and Kettle & Co. series in Diemend Librery.

COATES, VERA, 33 Bkenheim Place, Blackmen Lene, Leeds, 2. ()
Groups 10, 5(a)s 6(&)s 7(a).
particularly interested in Schoolgirls' Own Librery Morcove stories,

COLCOMBE, WILLIAM HENKRY, 258 South Avenue, Southend-on-Sea, Lssex. (L)
ge 31. Tjorks Security Officer.

Groups 6(b) (a) (e)s 5(a) (a).
ented, Sexton Bleke Libreries by Allen Blair and Doneld Stuert.

COOK, JACK R., 178 ierie Street, Benwell, Newcestle-on-Tyne.
croups 7 (2) (b); 5 (2) (v)s 6 (=) (o).
COOK, JAMES V., 4 Swenston Peth, Oxhey Hstate, "atford, Herts,

Age 44. Groups T3 5(a) (c).
COOK, RONAID, 30 Lucien Roezd, Tooting Bec, London, S.7.l7.
.ge 30. Civil Servent.

Groups 5 (211); 8 (Renger).
Collection consists of 776 Moznets, 36 Gems. 62 S.0.L's, end
3 Holidey Annusls. Requires Rengers 1 end 29-47. Populers 626-8.
Megnets 893, 896. 900, 903, 906-1918, 920-1, 923, 925-T7, 929-34,
936-44, 946-50, 952-T, 959, 960, 962-3, 965, 968-72, 974, 977, 982,
986, 987, 990, 1152.

CORBETT, J4CK, 49 Glyn Farm Roed, Quinton, Birminghem, 32. (M)
Group 5 (ell).
Chairmen Midlend Brench, 0.B.B.C.

» COWD, DONAID G. T., "Trivendrum", 27 Lonsdsle \venue, Portchester,
Farehem, Hents. (P)
Lge 31. Physicel Engineer.
Group 5 (&11).
Founder-Chairmen of the Greyfriers Club, Portsmouth.
Hed o good collection of lMagnets when he left school, but they
diseppcered. Seys he hes never smiled since.
Le-sterted collecting in 1951 end &t present conéemtrating on the
Megnet from 1919-1940. Hes @ complete collection of contemporery
Hemiltonia. Reszds @ll he buys and does hot believe in collecting
merely s & form of acquisition.
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COX, EDMUND 7., 29 Carisbrooke Drive, Bitterne, Southsmpton. (1)
Lge 24. Groups 5(e) (b) (d) (e) (¢)s 95 83 103 7(a).
CROLLIE, RONALID J., 8 Lytton Rosd, Romford, Essex.
Age 34. Bekery Tngineer.
Groups 5 (a) (b)_(d)i 7 (2); 5(a); 6(a) (). (L)
DLINES, COLIN, 209 Mile Cross Lene, Norwich, Norfolk.
hge 42. Electricel Dreughtsmen.
Groups 7 (2)s 5(2) (B).
DARWIN, WILFRED, 76 Western Road, Eest Dene, Rotherham, Yorkshire.

Gardener.
aroups 6 (2)s 8 (Hiltons' Boys' Megasines).
DAVEY , EDARD JOHN, 26 Bourton Road, Olton, Birminghem, 27. (™)
Age 49. Liccountent (Export).

Groups 5 (a)s; 43 10.
Secretary Midlend Section 0,B.B.C. #nd grestly enjoys the job.
Regerds it @s @ privilege end &n honour.
wife end son (age 17) elso keenly interested in the hobby.

DAVIES, GR.LHAM C., 54 Newton Roed, Mumbles, Swenses, Glem.,
Age 33. Principal, Secretariel Service.
groups 6 (b) (2) (e); 5(e) (b).
DEASTY, JAMES C., 11 Gallymount Gordens, Renelegh, Dublin, Irelend.
Lge 20. Clerk in Aer Lingus.
Group 5 (2) (v).
“1so interested in "Mecceno Megezine" but not in mecceno.
® DE SOYSA, L. C. H.y 4 Boyd Ilace, Colembo, Ceylon.
Lge 35. Compeny Director.
group 5 (=) (e).
Is snzious to buy Megnets &nd Holidey Annuals from members,
es collection is of recent origin. If exchenge is preferred can
send Ceylon curios. Correspendence invited.

DOBSON, TOM, 16 Toven-/kes .venue, Bentleigh, Victorie, \ustrelie.
ge 47. Public Servent (P.M.G. Dept.)
Groups 5 (b) (e) (e) (a) (e)s 6 (211), 7 (b) (2).
Possesses 350 Gems, 350 Megnets, including Bob Cherry's Barring-Out
series. Also 40 #d. Magnets, earliest No.5.
“ented Magnet snd Gem Double numbers end eerly Talbot stories,
originels. Your price peid.

DOLPHIN, REX, 13 Meedow “iay, Hyde Heath, \mershem, Bucks. (L)
Lge 37. Group 6 (a11).

DHEYDEN, WHEELER, Box 2647 Hollywood 28, Czlifornia, U.S..L.
i Group 5 (e11).

DO, JAMES (Junr.), 73 King Street, Lbcrdeen, Scotland.
Age 39. Shopkeeper.

Group 5 (all); 7 (a) (b).
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DOTLER, HARRY, 86 Hemilton Roed, Longsight, Menchester 13.
‘ge 62. Commerciel end Shorthend Teecher.
Groups 23 4.
Sherlock Holmes fan, Keen, ective cyclist snd bowler, sports
enthusiast, especislly trick cycling, athletics end swimming.
Interested in films, stege end scting in genersl. A grest lover
of the French lengusge.

LVERRTT, C. A., P.O. Box 7, Brinkworth, South justralis.
Age 38. Farmer.

Groups 5 (2) (b) (d); 7 (e).
Perticulerly requires eny runs up to 1260 of Gem snd Magnet.

Any help would te grestly eppreciated.
PLHISH, ROBERT, 24 Tnglish Street, Longtown. Cumberlend.
Age 51. Groups 5 (&) (b) (c) (e).
PLYNE, ERIC, The Modern School, Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrey.
Groups 5 (ell); 63 8.
¥ENN, WVILLIM H., P.O.Box 127, ‘ucklend, C.I., New Zealsnd.
lge 50. Groups 13 9.
FENNELL, HUGH, 4 Dixon Ro&d, Bouth Norwood, London, S.E.25.
Groups 13 23 3 and @11 others.

T/ents '"ild Boys of London"; Scoops: Frenk Reades; Fentasy
end Science fiction; Sherlock Holmes and detective first

editions; odd numbers "Skeleton Horsemen'" end "Boy Detecctive".

Unusual books.

FLATMLN, HYLTON, 8 Leinster Squere, London, 7.2.
Letor.

Groups 7 (&) (b); 5 ().
FLINDERS, EVELYN B., Roseview, Gosmore Roed, Nr. Hitchin, Herts.
Tllustretor.
Group 5 (b) (a) (e) (4).
FOID, DEREX, 42 "/e¢st Bond Street, Mecclesfield, Cheshire.
Group 6 (211).
GLNDER, WILLIAM HENRY, Box 60, Trenscone, Menitobe, Cenede.

Lge 54. Retail Newsderler.
Group 5 (#); 2 (Boys' Friend, etc.)

Needs only 25 Magnets to complete set. Vols 1-4, 14-16, 23 60 end,

Boys' Friend or certein numbers to complete these volumes.
New series Greyfrisrs Hereld, from No.3l.

GLRRLTT, ANTHONY GARRETT, 275 Chester Road, Little Sutton, "'irrel,

Age 30. Building Society Assistent Branch Maneger. theshire.

Groups 5 (a) (b); 1.
GEAL, JOHN WILLIAM, 277 Kings Roed, Xingston-on-Thames.
Age 31. Scientific Instrument Meker.
Groups 5 (2); 8 (Modern Boy);

5 (b) (e)s T (¢).

(L)
(L)

(L)

(L)

(L)

(L
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GILES, F. VICTOR, 6 St.Psul's Roed, Barking, Essex.

Group 5.
GODSAVE, RIUBEN JAMES, 35 “/oodhouse Roed, Leytonstone, London, E.1l. (L)
hrge 42. Commercial Traveller. :

groups 7 (2) (®); 5 (2).

GOCHER, JOFN "/OODWARD, Constitution Hill, Sudbury, Suffolk.
Age 31. Ironmonger.
Groups 8; 6 (e11); 5 (all)s 43 33 25 93 103 1.
Perticulerly intercsted in Sexton Bleke stories by John Hunter.

GOODHE.D, V. H., 50 Porter kozd, Derby. (L)
hge 37. Tjarehousem:n.

Groups 5 (2) (b) (d) (e)s 6 (2ll)s 7 (e).

» GOURLLY, NEIL CLLRKSON, 54 Grosvenor Drive, "'hitley Bay,
Northumberlend. (L)
Age 26. Ylectrical Engineer.
Groups 5 2b§ (2); 7 ()3 5 (&) (e) (e)s
7 (v)s 6 (e11); 10.
Puring the wer geve away & lerge collection of boys! papers
of the 1930's. Interested in Hemilton #nd Brooks' school stories.
Adms to get "key" stories of St.Jim's, CGreyfriars, Rookwood &nd
8t JFrenk's., :

GRAINGER, GEORGE P.,Alexendre Roed, Péynter's Lone Ind, Redruth, Cornwell.
Groups 33 6 (a); 13 2. {
Special Tents: .Aldine Invention Librery (1d) No's 1-4, 6-1C.
Aldine Detective Librery (2d) No's 10, 17-20. ildine Tip-Top .
Librery (1d) No's 9, 11, 25, 55 end 59. Boys' Friend (1d)
No's 575, 57T, 578, 579, 581, 597, 603. 604 end 616.
GREQOKY, NORMLN, 6 Metfield Croft, Herborne, Birminghem, 17. (M)
Lge 36. Accountant end /Luditor. ;
Groups 43 5 (211); 6 (e11)5 T (a) (b)3
23 3: 13 83 93 10.
CRIFPITHS, HAROID F., 6 "iells Street, Dunedin, N.W.I., New Zeslend.
Lge 44. Groups 4 (Chums); 93 2; 1.
Hes now meerly Chums volumes end on the look-out for more.

GUNN, JOHN, ..M.H.C.I. Gunn's Guest House, 1 Stretfield Squere,
(off Shekespeere Street) Nottinghem.

Lge over 21. Guest House Proprietor.
Groups 7 (=) (v); 8.
HALL, AIFRED L., 34 Compton Zrescent, Leeds 9. ()
Groups 33 2; 6 (a) (b)s 1.
» HALL, L.SLIE, 32 Second .ivenue, Tiortley, Leeds 12, ()
Group 5 (£11).
H.RRISON, WILLIAM, 54 Chendos Avenue, Leeds, 8. (V)
Age 50.

Groups 5 (a) (v) (e¢) (a): 9.
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% HIMINGTAY, HENRY B., 32 Dickersge Roed, Zingston Hill, Kingston-on«
' Themes, Surrey,
Eleetricel Engineer.
Group 5 (d) (2) (b) (e).
Kequires most $.0.L's prior to No.270, end some, mainly Fremk
lticherds' from 207 to 409. ’lresdy hes the St.Frenks series.
Hes been re-collecting S.0.L's for only one year. Says the
silliest thing he ever did wes to sell about 100 S.0.L's for
25/- 10 yeers ago.

HEPBURN, JIM, 1 Sixth ZLv=nue, Blyth, Northumberlend. ()
.ge 47. Grocery Mecneager.
Groups 4 6 (b); 5 (#).

HESS; 670 H. (Junr.), 40 North Mississippi Liver Blvd., St.petil 4;
MisB., U.S,hs
Groups 33 43 5 (#11)s 6 (211)s 7- 8.

® HIGHTON, GEOXGE J., 14 Greyhound Ro:d, Kensel Green, "lillesden,
London, N, I 10
Lge 25. lutomohile Engincer.
Groups 5 ()3 7 (e).

Collection consists of 200 Megnets, Nelson Lees, end S.0.L's,
end is growing steadily.
First discovered the Megnet in Singepore in 1946, end beceme
ecqueéinted with the Nelson Lee in 1948. Sterted collection lest
yeer. Says he cennot chose between L,S. Brooks end Cherles Hdmilto+.
Suggests én elterstion in C.D. - thet it should be published deily
insteed of monthly.
“/ould like to heer from eviyone with spsre copies to sell of sny
of the ebove.

HOCKLLY, GLOFFREY /., 308 Keyes Rosd, New Brighton, Christchurch,
New Zeelend. (L
Lge 51. Motor Cycle Dealer.
Groups 4: 2.
Requlres Chums columes for yeers 1893, 1902, end 1918,
to complete entire run 1892-1941.

HOMFR, H!RRY, Yulden Ferm, Heathfield, Sussex. (L)
ge 46. Merket Gardener.
Groups 6 (z) (b); 5 (d) (e)s 6 (c)s 9.
HOLT, BRI.N D., British Legetion, Reykjevik, Icelend. (L)
Groups 7 (a); 5 (b) (a) (). |
% HOPKINS, R.YMOND, 129 Sherdeloes Roed, New Cross, London, S.E.14. (L)
hge 33, Customs Entry Clerk.
Groups 5 (z) (b) (a) (e) (e).
Collection et present very smell consisting of 16 Magnets, 10 Gems
eand 3 Populers, mostly obtaeined ot meetings of 0.B.B.C. Hes also
9 Holidey Lnnuals which he wes allowed to keep when all his old
wecklies were disposed of when 16, Ceme into contact with 0.B.B.C.
vie Frenk Richards' Autobilogrephy end cenquiries for the Collecctors!
Dizest #nd Story Paper Collector from Skiltons.
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HOPPERTON, TOM, Courtlends, Fulford Roed, Scerborough, Yorkshire, ()
Age 45. Group 5 (2) (b) (d) (e); 1.
Above fevourites, but interested in o1l groups.

HORTON; WILLIAM, 4 Merton Roed, -Huyton, Liverpool. (Mex. ]

Groups 5 ()3 7 (2); 4 (Chums).

Librerien to Merseyside 0.B.B.C.

HUBBARD, ERNEST ALEXANDER, 5 South View Crescent, Sheffield 7. (W)
Age 46. Groups 5 (e11); 7 (2) (v)s 93 25 6 (e).

» HUGHES, (Rev.) JLCK SHLRWOOD, 184 Riverview Drive, Chelmer, 8.7 .3
Minlster of Religion Brisbene, Nueenslend,\ustralie.

Groups 5 (2) ()3 7 (2); 5 (d) (e)s 7 (b).
Begen collecting Gems whilst et school, but Msgnets only in lster
yeers, Possesses 590 Gems, 430 Megnets, 250 S.0.L's, 670 Nelson
Leesa. Tager to obtein Mognets yeers 1970-31.

HUMPHRIES, KENNETH, 61 Long Hill Rise, Hucknell, Notts.
Groups 5 (ell); 7.

HUMPHREYS, IRIC, "O:kdene", Bort Lene, Higher Irlam, Nr.Manchester. (N)

Lhge 38. Leboretory fissistent.
Group 5 (211). ‘

Collection now consists of 220 Magnets, 50 S,0.L's (21l Greyfriars)
3 Holidey Annurls, #11 Skilton, Mendeville end Goldhswk books.
Known the C.D. three yeers end thinks 1t gets better every month.
Is snxious to obtein the Cevendele /bbey series in the Megnet,
elso Megnet No.1l186.

HUNTER, J.V.D.STE/ART, 4 Lulworth Road, Mottinghem, London, S.E.9.
ge 53. Groups 13 33 2.

HUNTER, RONAID H., C/o Royel Mail 'gencies (Brazil) Ltd., .venide Rio
Brenco, 51/55 Rio de Jeneiro, Brezil, S..merice.

Age 39, Group 5 (ell).
HURRELL, JAMLS “iey "Glenisle", 10 Ilfrecombe Geardens, Cheadwell Heeth,
lomford, Essex. (L)
Lge 42. Progress Clerk.

Groups 7 (a); 5 (&) (¢) (e) (v) (a); 6 (=11).
IMPEON, ST.NLEY ..., Stenfield, 19 Jerninghsm Road, New Costessey,
Norwich, Norfolk.
Age 55. Upholsterer.
Groups 5 ge gbg (e): 435 5 (d): T (a); 2:
6 b; ¢)s 7 (b)s 85 1: 95 10.
* INGRAM, ARTHUR JOHN, 97 Tettenhell *.02d, “;olverhempton. (M)
ige 40 odd. Schoolmester, .
Groups 4; 6 (e11).
Member of Midlend 0.B.B.C. ond thoroughly enjoys monthly meetings
. €t Birminghem.

IRLIDI, J .MES C., 28-13 33rd Street, Astoxie, Long Islend, New York,
Age 45. . Group 5 (911). UoSo.LAo, (L)
' (124)
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JAMISON, WILLIALM, Lisnecree, Co. Down, N. Irelend.
Gerdener. Group 5 (2) (e).
JARDINE, WILLIAM TALTER, 52 Kipling Avenue, "Joodingdesn, Brighton,
Sessex. (L)

Lge 37. Engineering Szles Correspondent.

Groups 5 (£11); 7 (2) (b);

6 (e1l. especizlly stories by Gwyn Tvens.
Is gredually building up & smell collection, concentreting mainly
on period 1920 to 1933. Perticuler "wents" ere The Bunter Court
series, "Ceptein of Greyfriers" series (both Megnet 1925) end the
"Hollywood" series (lMegnet 1929).

®» JENKINS, GURAID, 7 Ceederwen Rosd, esternmoor, Westh, Glemorgen. (L)

Age 29. Locel Government Officer (Clerical).
Group 5 (=) (b) (c) (d).

“les & reeder of the "Megnet" during the lest four yeers of his schoql-
life end eccumuleted mint copies over thet peried. In ¢ fit of
generosity geve them ewey to # friend younger then himself. .s the
yeers pessed hed ¢ certein nostelgis for the old peper. COrme ecros
8 letter sbout it in "News Chronicle" Dec.l4, 1951. .8 o result we
put in touch with London 0.B.B.C. Hes.e grest admiration for
Frank Richerds.

JENKINS, ROGSR MICHAEL, "Strethmore," 3 Town Hell Roed, Hevent, Hents.
‘ge 27. Civil Servent (Legel Brench.) (L)
Group 5 (2) (a) (v) (c) (a).
JEYES, JAMES .., 108 Adnett Street, Northempton.
Lge 56. Group 2.

JONES, S F., High School, Penrith, New South Jeles, ‘mstralia.
Group 5 (b) (e).

% JOHNSON, M'RCUS, 164 .mesbury ’'venue Stresthem Hill, London, S.7.2.
Age 45. Accountent.
Groups B (Boys' Friend); 7 (2)s 5 (2) (b) (e).
Hes only just sterted collecting. Tould be plersed to heer of eny
copies of Boys' Friend, Nelson Lee, llegnet end Gem for sole.
(1915 onwerds).

JONES, RAYMOND, "Melrose", 39 Mill Hill Rozd, Cowes Isle of "Jight.

Age 23, Shop Meneger.
Group 5 (a) (a) (v) (e).
KEELING, FRANK, 107 Dolphins Roed, Folkestone, Kent. (L)
ge 45. Electric Instrument Meker.

Groups T (2)3 103 5 (&).
lso interested in obteining copies of "Motor Cycling" or "lMotor
Cycle" of yesrs 1928-1936.

KELSHAV, L. G., 41 Selby ivenue, South Shore Blackpool.
Group 5 ().
KIRBY, GORDON J., C/o Public Librery, Swenston Street, Melbourne,
Victoriz, Australie. (vid.)
Groups 5 (e11); 10.
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KNASTER, R. M. J., 4 Flm Plecc, Onslow Gerdens, London, S.,7.7.
Group 5 (a)

KNIGHT, STANIEY, 50 Browning Street, Bredford, Yorks. ()
Group 5 (ell1).

KNOTT, FRANK L., 62 Britennia Street, Petone, New Zesland.

Group 5.
KUTNER. MAURICE, 4 New North Place, Scrutton Street, Finsbury, London,
Age 45. T00d Carver. y I (L)

eroup 5 (v) (&) (e).
Collection now consists of 470 Gems, 360 Megnets, 80 Penny Populars.
Anxious to obtain Megnets 462-4, 476, 498, 500-03. 505, 508, 522-3,
530-4. 536~T, 540-2, 546.
Interested in the illustretors, perticulerly "erwick Reynolds.

LANDY, ERIC R., 4 Nuneeton Road, Dagenhem, Essex.
Age 49. Commercial Traveller.
Groups 33 1l: 2.
Required Aldine Robin Hoods, (originel 1901), Jack Shepperds.

LAV SON, ARTHUR "/., 13 Charles Square, Hoxton, N.l.
Groups 1lj 2. (L)
Requires certein volumes of "Bow Bells"s; "Hemily Herald"; "Boys of
Englend"; "Boys' Comic Journal"; "Young lien of Great Britain";
wIondon Reader", "London Journel"; "Young Ladies' Journal".
List on epplication.

IECKENBY, HERBERT, Teclephone Exchenge, C/o Centrel Registry, Northern
Commend, York. (L: M)
Age 62. Supcrvisor Military Telephone Exchenge.
Groups: All, perticulerly 1s 2: 3.

LEWIS, MERVYN D., 10 Dudley Road, Folkeston, Kent. (W)
Age 30. Group 5 (a).
= LOFTS, WILLIAM O, G., 42 Ashbridge Street, St.Merylebone, London. N.'.8}
Lge 29. Engineering (Cerburetter Assembling.)
groups 6 (b); 5 (2) (a). (L)

Not an sctual collector. Likes to read the books end pass them on.
Hes reesd over 1000 S.B,L's, lst, 2nd & 3rd Series. .nxious to
obtein S.B. Annuels (eny yeers).

Sports enthusiast:. footbell, cricket, boxing, wrestling, speedway,
athletics, etc.

MACHIN, HUBERT, 38 St. Thomas Roed, Moor Perk, Preston, Lencs.
group 5 (2).
McCABE, ROBERT JACKSON, 74 nn Street, Dundee, .ngus, Scotleand.

.ge 34. Reed Maker.
Groups 5 (e11); 6 (b)s 3.

Still on the look-out for Biggles stories in the
Boys' Fricnd Librery.
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McGARVA, R. ANTHONY, 220 Sissons Road, Leeds 10. (L)
ge 29. Salesmen (Shoes)
Groups - All.
inxious to obtein early Schoolboy innuals of weekly and monthly
pepers. Also G. A. Henty kooks, or erticles written by him.
Thenks all members who heave written to him.

McKIM, WILLIAM, Coxwold, York.
lfedicel rrectitioner.
Groups 13 25 3 4.
McPHERSON , ﬁ., 60 Benedict Street, Glestonbury, Somerset.
‘ge 36. Groups 7 (a) (b)s; 5 (2) (d).
McROBERTS, GEORGE, 31 Ardenlee Drive, Cregegh, Belfest.
Lge 50, Groups 5 (&) (b) (e) (e)s 7 (2).
% MAGOVENY, EDITH, 65 Benthem Street, Belfest, Northern Irelend.
Lge 43. ~ Groups 5 (2) (c) () (e)s; 7 (&) (v),
Hes @ collection of ebout 60 Megnets end 15 S.0.L's (Greyfriars)
end would like to get more &t ressonable prices.

MARTIN, BIll, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge Perk, London, N.,7,10.

Deairyman.
Groups 5 (e1l); 6 (e11).
Requires Aldine Jeck Shepperd Lib. 5, 6, 7, 10, end 11,

MAPHESON ALZX S., 11 ‘ckergill Street, "/ick, Caithness, Scotlend. (L)
Age 21, Groups 5 (b) (d); 83 5 (2).

MATHEYS, CHARLES R.CE THORSON, 8 Bernett Street, Hempton, 9.7, Victoria,

sustrelie, (L., Vicl)
Age 17. Groups 7 (2); 6 (b); 5 (2) (e).
MELL, GEORGE, 4 Milbank Crescent, Darlington, Co.Durhem.
Lge 44. Loszl Government Officer and Free Lance Journalist.

Groups #3; 5 (e11).
After collecting one yeer hes 100 Megnets, 5 Holidey Annuals, vol.
of Boys' Friend, 5 vols. Chums. Tiznts more Magnets end Holidey

Annuals.
MELIOR, PEPER LODGE, 19 Collingwood Drive, Greet Berr, Birminghem, 22a.
Age 30 Machine Tool Fitter (Skilled).

Groups 5 (£11); 6 (e11); 13 23 s T (#) (v).
Hon. Sec. Compenion Pepers ASSOC, Birminghem.
MERR..LLS, JAMES DONLID, 13&, Cempbell Roasd, Belwyn, D.8, Melbourne,
Victorie, lustralie, (vicl.)
Lge 16. Schoolboy.
Groups 6 (211); 5 (e11).
Hes been pessing through o very importent year et school,
end hesn't hed escmuch time to devute to the hobby &s he

would have liked. Tiishes to spologise to those who heve
written to him snd hed no reply. Hopes to have more time

a in 1953.
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MURTAGH, J. R., 509 Selwood Rosd, Hestings, New Zesleand.

Age 39. Theetricel IEnterteiner.
Groups 7 (2) (b)3 5 (d)s 6 (2)5 5 (a);
6 (b); 5 (e)-(c) () 6 (c).

“ented Nelson Lee Librery (old series) No's 1, 4, 6, 7, 11, 12, 14,
15, 16, 17, 22, 27, 30, 31, 34, 40, 42, 46, 49, 50, 51, 52, 59, 60,
62, 64-69, 11, 72, 73, 75, 16, 78, 82, 84, 86, 88, 92, 102, 103.
S.0.L's 27, 212, Cesh, or heve hundreds of eerly Lees end Blakes
in exchange for above.

NICHOLLS, Ronald Alick, The Grey House, hitchurch, Bristol 4. (L)
Age 38. Groups 5 (&) (b) (c)s 6 (2)1 8 (Thriller); 4.
yishes to obtein Megnets from 1924 to end in good condition.

Also Union Jacks 1925-1933. Letters welcome.,

ORR, W. S., 3 Hertfield Terrscc, Dumbarton, Scotland.
Lge 50. Groups 5 (2) (b) (c)s 6 (2);
: 23 8 (Boys Friend).
PALCKMAN, JOSEPHINE. 27 Archdsle Road, Eest Dulwich, London, S.E.22. (1)
Civil Servent .
Groups 5 (b)s 6 (&) (b).
Kequires certein numbers Union Jack to complete run,
PACKMAN, LEONARD, 27 .rchdele Roed, Bast Dulwich, London, S,.E.22. (L)
Lge 47. Civil Servent (Tsteblished).
Groups 5 (b); 6 (b)s T (2); 6 (2);
105 5 (2) (e); 15 25 9.
Urgently seeking Union Jacks No's 896 @=nd 1153 for wife to
complete 2 run of nine years.

'PAGE, VINCENT .., The Modern School, Grove Roed, Surbiton, Surrey. (L)

Age 17. Groups 5 (all)s 6 (b).
PARKS, JOSEPH, 2 Irvin /wvenue, Saeltburn-by-See, Yorkshire.
hge 60. Mester Printer.

Groups 2 1: 33 5 (2)3 6 (b).
PARRAMRT, C. JAMES, 99 Compton Buildings, Goswell Rozd, London, E.C.1l. (L
Groups 7 (¢) (%%; 5 (#11)3 8 (Thriller).

PICK, ROBIRT, 3 Stonegate Grove, Leeds 7, Yorkshire. (1)
Lge 53. Mester Tailor.

Groups 5 (b) (=) (@) (e) (e).
POUND, Rev A, G., St. Prul's Vicerege, 68 Finnemore Roed, Birminghem 9.

: hge 50. Minister of Religion.
Groups 5 (2) (») (e) (d)s 13 2.
PRICE, H. C. NORTON, 22 Northdown Roed, Mergete, Kent. (L)

Group 6 (b).
Also collects Boys Friend 3d. end 4d. Libreries, end hes a
considereble number of them. Alweys gled to hear of eny for sele.

PRIME, BERN'RD, 43 Heyfield Roed, Sendersteed, Surrey. (1)
Group 5 (2) (b).
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¥ QUENSIER, ARTHUR J., 16 Soho Hill, Handsworth, Birminghem.
age 29, Skilled Mechine Tool Fitter.
Groups 5 (a) (b) (e); 6 (e11).
At present possesses small collectien consisting of 18 Gems,
11 Magnets, 20 Dixon Heawkes and 152 Sexton Blskes. Tiants Holiday
innuals 1921 and 1924 in good condition. Is Cheirman end joint
Founder of the Compsnion Papers Associstion, also Tressurer of
Birminghem-'mstralien-British Cobbers Club. Is very interested in
Australis, and would like to hear from our hobby enthusiessts there.

® RLNSOM, G. H., 207 Basingstoke Road, Reading, Berks.
Lge 49. Grouos 5 (a) (b); 6 (2); 7 (a).
Hes been interested in old boys' books since eight years of sge.
Like meny others got rid of = huge quantity ycars ago, but hes now
e totel of over 700 again.

RYNER, W. J., Albion, Clarence Road, Sudbury. Suffolk.
Generesl Manager, Cineme Compeny.
Group 5 (ell).
RENEN, CH'RLES GER'RD ven, P.0. Box 50 Uitenhage, Cape Province,
South Africa.

hge 40. Bank Officiel.

Group 5 (a)~(w) (c).
To complete series urgently requires Megnets 795-799 811, 812, 881,
882, 906, 907, 925, 1219, 1381, 1385, 1256, 1400, 1422. Cen offer
a wide veriety 1916/1940 in exchenge.

RHODES, 4. WRIGHT, Rcgionel Intelligence Officer, C/o Rhine Centre,
Dusseldorf, B...0.R.4.
Group 5 (a) (®).

RICH'RDSON, ARTHUR, 49 /isshburnham Mensions, Chelsee, London,S.A.10, (L}
Groups 2°- 1 3.

ROUSE, RONAID E. J., 3 St.lLeonards Terrace, Ges Hill, Norwich, Norfolk.
‘ge 30. Groups 6 (b) (a); 7 (2.1915-18); 1: 2:
8 (various Libraries); 6 (c);
5 (c. 1st series only)s; 4 (certein series)
Possesses &n enwiable collection of No.l's, too numerous to give in

deteail.
¥ RUSSELL, BERYL, 11 Malthouse Lane, "Jashwood Heath, Birminghem 8,
£6'25, Departmentel Menageress.

Groups 5 (a) (e) (d) (b) (c); 7 (2) (b). (1)
Collection consists of 100 S.0.L's, 120 Magnets and 120 Gems, - ‘tr-
including No.l Penny series. In addition hes a2 complete set of
Monster Libreries, five Holidey "nnuels, 211 the Bunter, Tom Merry
and Gold Hewke books, also a few copies of the Drcednought, Ienny
Populer, Greyfriars Hereld, Nelson Iees snd School Tricnds.

S .TCHELL, T., 84 ‘nkerdine Crescent, oolwich, London, S.&.18.
‘ge 49. Butcher's Menager.
Group 5 (&) (b).
Perticulerly intercsted in the esrly "Toff" scries snd would like
to obtein these by wey of exchange.,
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SHIRPE, HOWARD, C/o G.P.0. Box, 4339, Mclbourne, .ustralie.

Group 5 (&) (&).
Moin interest Greyfrisrs, but kven to scquire 21l S.0.L's.

Also Captain Justice B.F.L's.

SHYV, JOHN R., 4 Brunswick Perk, Cemberwell, London, S.T.5.
sge 34. Groups 5 (&) (v) (e); 6 (2) (b)s 7 (a).
Adweys intercsted in all periods of Charles Hamilton's work.
lispecially requires certein "Plucks" conteining Circus stories by
Herry Dorrien, deted 1909-10. '

SHETH.RD, JAMES., 43 Stetion Roed, Killemersh, Nr. Sheffield,
Group 5 (b) (a).
Perticularly interested in eerly issues.
SIDAWAY (Mrs.), The Rise, 84 /enal Rosd, Rhiwbina, Cordiff.
Group 5 (b) (2).

SIDEBOTTOM, HERBIRT G., 79 Hesdingley Avenuc, Leeds, Yorks. (1)
Group 5 (&)
SMITH, CLIFFORD, 5 Sharmen ‘venue, St.\nnes, Lenes. ()
ge 35. Local Government Officer.

Group 5 (&) (a) (v) (e) (e).
Is desperstcly enxious to obtein Megnets Nos. 1099, 1189, 1202, 1206,
1207, in order to complete collection.

® SIITH, DEREK., 14 Crescent Lane, Claphem Perk, London, S.7.4.
Group 5.

SMITH, NORMAN J., 34 ‘/eincliffe Mount, Beeston, Leeds 11. ()
Office lMenager.

Grouo 5 (a) (a) (b) (e).
Secretary Northern Section, 0.B.B.C.
SMITH, JOSEPH., 36 Lenghem Road, Newcastle-on-Tync 5.
aroup 5 (2) (b) (a) (o).

SMITH, PERCY., The Stores, lumby, Nr. .lford, Lincs.
.ge 51. Groups 3; 2: 5 (b); 73 5 (c).
SIYTH, SIDNLY, 1 Brendon Street, Clovelly, I'.S.7., Austrelie.
: Silk Screen Artist.
Groups 5 (c.l) ( ) 7 (cl)

SNELL, FRJNK, Rethger, 6 Chingswell Street, Bideford, Devon,
Group 5 (e11).

SOUTHW.LY . y. JARTHUR JAMES, P.O. Box 3, Beeconsfield, Cepe Province,
South “frice. (1) ().
Groups (ell).
ST.BLES., HENRY, 44 Hewes Roed, Little Horton, Bredford, Yorkshire. (N)
Age 65. Printer's Cutter.
Grouns 4: 1: 2: 33 8: 93 7 (b)s 5(d).
Still wenting Aldine First Rate Dezdwood Dick, Outlaw, reprintsg
No.416, Deadwood Dick in Danger; 464, Deadwood Dick in Deed City.
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¥ ST.CEY, DAVID., "The Beeches'", Southend Road, .ickford, Essex.
Age 23. Clerk. ke

Groups 5 (e) (d) (c) (b) (e).

Only recently sterted collecting end welcomes advice end assistence
STEVENS, SHEIL.L., 783 Rethdown Street, North Carlton, N.4. Meclbourne,

Victoria, Austrelia. (vic.
. \ge 38. Groups 5 (211); 105 43 T(a) (b)s 85 23 15 3: 6 (ell].
STEWART, ALAN., 290 /rchdale Roed, London, N.6. (L)

Age 42, Dence Musicien.,
Groups 7 (a); 5 (a) (b).
Collection now consists of 542 Magnets (last ten years), over 400 Gems
and ne&rly @ complete set of Nelson Lees.

STONE, LEON, Elgin Street, Gordon, N.S.7. ‘ustrelie,
Journelist.
Groups 4 5 (&11).

STOREY, R., 4 Byron Street, Shieldfield, Newcestle-on-Tyne, 2.
Groups 13 235 6 ().
Particularly interested in Béys' Friend, Mervel, Big Budget end rluck.

STRYPE, TOM, 21 Cenn Hell Roed, Leytonstone, London, E.11. (L)
Corrector of the Press. U
Groups 2: 35 43 1.

Requires True Blues #d. end 1d.

STUEDY, F., 8 "/=tson Street Middlesbrough, Yorkshire.
Group 5 (ell).

® SUTCLIFFE, HERBERT JAMES, "Borrowdale", Pound Lene, Bowers Gifford,

] near Pitses, Tssex. (L)

Age 34. Werchousemen, Builder's

Groups 7 (&) (b); 5 (a) () (d) (e)3
6 (¢) (c) (b)s 5 (e).

Decleres he is very definitely o Brooks enthusisst. Hes almost 600
Nelson Lee Libreries end o complete set of Monster Libreries. In
eddition e good essortment of Brooks' stories in S,0.18s, S.B.L's,
B.F.L's, Nugget Lib. @&nd Union Jack. Says that although he puts
Ilelson Lee first, he cen thoroughly enjoy e Megnet or Gem story.
Only other hobby is cycling. Avcreges sbout 6000 miles ¢ yeer.

SUTHERLAND, PEARD, 3930 /. 35th \venue, Vencouver 13, B.C. Cenede,
Age 50. Missistent Fublic Relations Manager,British Columbia
Telephone Compeny,end Editor-of Megezine, "Telephone
elk!, Groups 5 (b); 43 5 (2) (c)3 6 (2).
Hes complée collection of Chums except five volumes. C:in eny collecton
help: Missing sre Vol.l (18933 Vol.3 (1875); Vol.4 (1896)3 Vol 5 (1897)
end Vol.8 (1898).

S..N, JAMES R., 3 Fifth ‘venue, Paddington, London, %/,10. (L)
hge 36, Electric Lrc Telder.
: Groups 5 (&) (v)s 7 (2); 4 85 6 (2) (b)s 2.
* During the pest year has addcd over 1100 papers to his collection,
composed of scores of publicetions deting beck to the beginning of
the century. In all hes o collection of over 2000. '
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T.YLOR, RLYMOND, 22 prembroke Lwvenue, Ettingshell, Wolverhempton.
sge 63. Groups 13 2.
Still snxious to obtein Henderson's "Young Folk's Budget", Nuggets,
end verieties.

THURBON, WILLILM THOM'S, 47 Cromwell Road, Cembridge.
.ge 49. Clerk (College).
Groups 2 (Mervel); 6 (2) Lobengu stories only); 4.
Specicl needs; 1ld. Mervels 13, 23, 234, 135, 141, 215, 239, 241, 243,
278, 279, 280, 1ld. Unien Jeck. 171, 201, 244.
1d. Populer (1lst series) Nos. 39 to 49. :

TVINH'M, HORACE E., 25 Heselden Rozd, Lupset, Wekefield, Yorkkhire. (N)
ge 44. YWindow Cleener.
groups 5 () (v) (e) (e) (a); 6 (&) (v); 9.
TWould like to obtein lMegnets, Gems, Holidey ‘nnuels, S.0.L's,
Union Jecks, S.B.L§, Comics. /lso collects footbell progremmes.

VENNIMORE, CHLRLES E. F., 25 Byron .wvenue, "est Hounsiow, Middlesex.
Still possesses & ®ig proportimn of his femous collection of
sdult end boys' weeklies in mint condition.

V.iINE, GRLNVILLE T., 6 Burnhem Roed, /estcot, Nr. /ylesbury Bucks.
ge 49. Groups 53 63 T3 8.
Perticulerly interested in Double Numbers.
WALKER, PETER A., Chelsee House, Wick, Bristol.
Groups 5 (b) (c); 7 (2)s 43 5 (a) (e).
WALLIS, CLIFFORD, 64 Oskwood Perk Roed, Scuthgete, London, N.14. (L)
Lge 32, Civil Servent.
Groups 5 (&) (b)s 85 7 (a)s3 6 (211)35 5 (c)3
93:5.(4) (8)3.103 15 23 3: 4s

WLISH, JAMES, 345 Stenley Roed, Kirkdele, Liverpool. (Mer. ]
Lge 43. Group 5 (e) (v) (c) (a).

WARREN, PHILIP- 3 YVewton Road, Urmston, Lencs.

" Group 5.

WEBB, WALTER, 84 Perk Rozd, Sperkhill, Birminghem, 11.
Lge 43. Group 6 (&) (W).

WEBSTER, DONAID B., Waterloo House, 7 Crosby Road South, Liverpool 22. :
lLge 47 Civil Servent. (Mer.L.N{)

eroups 5 (5) (b) (a) ()3 7 (e); 6 (a); 4.
Chairmen end Founder of Merseyside Section 0.B.B.C. Desirous of
obteining Megnet No.223 znd B.F.L. 3d Lib. "Through Thick emnd Thin".
Prefers the Gem but & strong admirer of Frenk Nugent.

WEBSTER, PETER, Weterloo House 7 Crosby Rozd,South, Liverpool,22. (Mer.
AHge 11.
Youngster member of the hobby circle. Prefers the old Hamilton books
to Modern litersture. Collector of Holidey 'nnuels end zlreedy
hes six.
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WHITER, BINJAMIN G., 706 Lordship Lene, Wood Green, London, N.22, (L)
rge 47. Terehousemen,
Groups 5 (a1l); 6 (&) (b)s 7 (&);
43 83 93 105 3.
Secretery of London Club for four yeers snd hes correspondents
in meny perts of British Commonweelth.

WHITER, ROBERT H., 706 Lordship Lene, Tood Green, London, 11,22, (L)
‘ge 28, Cycle Derler.
Group 5 -(e1l); 8; 4.
WHITMORE, ILN, 3 South Benk Lodge, Surbiton, Surrey. (L)
Lge 18, Benk Clerk.
Groups 5 (&) (b) (d) (c) (e).

WICKS, DON.LID F., 13 Essex Rozd, Surrey Hills,E.10, Victorie, ‘\ustralie.

‘ge 30, Groups 5 (a11); 2) (p)s . (vie.)
: P 83(6 %Ezilz.( ) ( )9
WILLETT, E.P.K., Church Cottsge, Lelehem-om-Themes, Nr.Staines,Middlesex
Groups b (ell); 63 7. (%
WHOKVELL, RICHARD, 29 Aspinden Road, Rotherhithe, ILondon, S.E.16.
Lge 54. Groups 5 (£11); 4; 8; 6 (ell1).
WINDOVER, EILEEN I. M., 55 .vondsle Rozd, Gorleston-on-Sea, Norfolk. (L)
Group 10.
WILLIAMSON, WILLI'M LTIRENCE, 410 Ozkwoed Lene, Roundhay, Leeds 8. (N)
.ge 5. T/erehousemen,

Groups 5 (all)s; 6 (2); 23 4.
Decleres hes made meny friends through the hobby. "elcomes
corresnondence from home end sbroed. Is slso interested in
newspepers end megezines from oversees.

WILLISON, FR'NK A., 6 Meredith Street, Credley Heeth, Steff. (1)
Lge 51, Progress Chaser, Lngineering.
Groups 6 Ebg (2); 5 (a) (») ()3
7 (2)3 9 (Hendersons).
Required. Boys' Friend Libreries by Sidney Drew, Cecil Heyter end
Mexwell Scott. !‘lso interested in Henderson's Comics snd Jesters
1910-14. Cdllection now sbout 650.

WILSON, ROBERT, 100 Broomfield Road, Glasgow, N.
ge 50 +. Medical yrectitioner.
Groups 5 (a) () (a) (e) (c); 6 (o).
Collection to dete; 1100 Megnets, 650 Gems, 310 S.0.L's, Complete
Monster Librery, .11 Holidey fnnusls, 100 Populers, 300 Union Jacks,
205 Boys' Friend Librerges, 100 Thrillers (No,51 (1930) still missing)
150 Boys' Friend (Rookwood stories). .11 C.D's end C.D,.nnuels.

WOoOD. JOHN P., Nostaw, Stockton Lane, York.

hge 38, i
Groups 7 (a).(b)i X
6 (e11); 5 (e1l).

(133)




WRIGHT, CHARLIS, 12 Lshburnhem Place, Greenwich, London, S.%.10. (L)

Lge 47. Hospitel ..ttendent.
Groups 3* 6 (&) (b) (e)s 7 (&).
WRIGHT, OLIVE, 12 /.shburnhem Rosd. Greenwich, London, S.E.10. (1)

Counter Hend.
Group 6 (2) (b).

YOUNG, JOHN, 81 ’lsen Roed, Hollowey, London, N.7. (1)
Groups T3 8.

Sexton Blalwe Chrisimas Cressword

§E By Rex Dolphin
4 Across: (2) So Valda signs; (5)

[ Black by Teed; (6) Wrote of 20;
T (8) Imitials of Det.Dedgard's

{

|

creator; (9) Initials of 3 a,m,
o Smith's creator; (12) Christian
name of 9; (15) A baronet of the
- ¢.C., a paper too; (16) So the
b - creator of Barry starts; (17) So
- v Roxene's yatch starts; (18) Add
= - this colour to a Russian River
. for an early Blake author; (20)
i ?%E)Richard before the eyes?
A river, or Prof, Butter-
2 W H U field's companion; (23) Author
who followed father's footsteps;
Down: (1) Blake exposed (24) Most infamous of them all?
this criminal vegetable
(9, 4)., (3) Artiet signs his Christian Name; (4) Initials
of author of (1); (7) The Great .., Plot, by G.H.Teed; (8)
Top of the Tree; (10) Reverse for the Breton invader; (11)
Orook with large family; (12) Wo is he; (13) The Grey Pan-
ther surely has some; (14) Start and finish of 110); (15)
Blake's sister—in-law; (16) Fruit of 2 or 3's labours; (19)
So a brotherhood starts, or the Black Duchess starts and
ends; (21) Teed without end. :

; Solution on Page 136

ADDITIONS TO WHO'S WHO: :

STIMPSON, CLIVE, Flat 2, 8, Granby Road, Harrogate, Yorks.,
Age 36. Medical Represgentative,
Groups 7(a), 6(a); T(b), 6(b); 5(b) (a); 6(c);
( 8 (Thriller); 4; 5(a); 2; 1; 3; laj 9.
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THOMPSON., GORDON, 54, Wallasoy Park, Belfast,
Age 37, Tobacco Worker,

Groups 5(a) (d) (e) (b) (c); 7 (2) (v).

TWELLS, J, 32, Bridgctt Strcot, Rugby.
Age 45, Group 7 %a)

TRAYNOR, J, RICHARDS, BCli/Adventurers, London, W,C,1,
Groups 7 (a); 5 (a); 6 (a); 10,

BIUNDEN, ANTHONY, 43, Mayficld Avenue, Teddington, Middlesex.
Age 17. Bank Clerk. (L)
Groups 5 (a) (b) (d); 7 (a); 5 (c); 8 (Boys
Friend); 5 (e).

icden  Hamiltonia .

Set by Donald Webster, Chairman, Mersqyside'OLB.B,C.

Here is a, "qQuiz" to test your intelligence. All the char-
acters are taken from St.Jim's, Rookwood, and Greyfriars, so
there's no need to reach for that Holiday Annual ,... yet,
The answers arc on Page 136, For examplc: Make of Car ...
Talbot, Easy, isn't it?

(1) How much, (2) Koy wan*ed) (3) Yorkshire Town - casy for
the Northcrn Section, (4) It's a small branch - Do you get
it? (5) Smooth in manner, (6) Famous Classic Racc, (7) Most
Villages possess one, (8) Conneccted with Hogsnorton, é9) She
was a King's favourite. (10) The "Doctor" of coursc. (11)
Not neccssarily a Dock worker, (12) Obviously a hiker. (13)
Famous English statesman (Youngest P.M?) (15) What the
Dickens? Why it's Bill, (16) Preccious mctal., (17) Place »f
worship. (18) He doesn't live in Baker Street, (19) Columbus
discovered this? (20) His namesakc swam the Channecl, (21)
~Radio critic of Scottish Reformer, (222 Lancashire's answer
to Bradman? - casy to Cricket "fans", (23) Is he in thc R.A.
or an Arsenal footbhaller - onc for London this timec, (24)
Shave, 8ir? - Can I do you now, Sir? (25) Perfcct fit for
Crooke (or Cutts for that matter).

WANTED: Gems or Magnects before No,1300, S.0.L's before No,
275 (cepecially Rookwood); also Populars, Nclson Ices, Boy's
Fricnds and Holiday Annuals for ycars 1920, 1921, 1923,
1924, 1925, 1928, 1930, 1932, 1934, 1936, 1940. A,Blunden,
43, Mayficld Avemie, Teddington, Middlesex.

WANTED: Aldine original Robin Hoods, 1903 cdition; also
Aldinc Jack Sheppards, Goed prices paid, Eric R.Iandy, 4,
Nuncaton Road, Dagenham, Essex,
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SOLUTION TO SEXTON BLAKE CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD

ACROSS 1 | DOWN;

1. JHY l, Christmas Tree

5. Rat 3. Val

6. Cecil 4, GE (Gwyn Evans)

8. 8D $Sidney Drew) 7. Canal

9. AS (Anthony Skene) 8, SB
12. Anthony 10, Noino
15. Champion 11, Cynos
16. AX élan Blair) - 12, Ah
17. ILea (Brise) ‘ 23, HP
18, Gray(don) - 14, No

20, Spots 15, Clare

22, Trent 16. Art ' :
23, Robert (Murray) 19, YE (Yellow Beetle or
24, Reece Ysabel de Ferre),

<5 R - 8

' HIDDEN HAMILTONIA

1, Price j &
2, Loaks 14,
3., Selby 19,
4, Twigg 16,
5. Bland 5 %
6. St. Ieger 18,
7. Greenc 19,
8. Potter 20,
9. Gmynnc 21,
10, Grace 22,
11. Loder (Loader). 23,
12, Walker, 2;,
, 25

Pitt

North
Sykcs
Silver
Temple
Holmcs
Newland
Wechb

Knox
Hilton
Gunncr
Todd ‘
Fitzgerald.

HERE'S LOOKING FORWARD TO CHRISIMAS 1953
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