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Deal Fellow Col l ector, 

JPor the Sixth Year in succession "tho Annual" comes 
to you at Christmastide. We hope it will be as welcome 
as you have be en good enough to tell us it has boon in 
previous years. Some of you will be seeing it for the 
first time, for each year its circulation has grown; we 
trust it will come up to your expectations. 

Famili'.3.r names ~re attached to the urticlcs and 
sketches, and we] 3.ro sure they will be found o.s interesting 
and appealing as ever. We also welcome new contributors, 
new only where writing for the Annual is concerned, for 
they are old stalwarts where our hobby is concerned, We 
thank all for their loynl ty. 

In conclusion, to nll at home and overseas, the old 
old wish - "A very Happy Christma.s and a Prosperous New 
Year". 

Yours sincerely, 
Herbert Lcckonby, 
H. Maurice Bond, 
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Tl\.e.re ScMoW 

During the pest few yeers gallons of ink heve been a~illed over the 
fsmoua schools si tueted in plrces where time stood still. Greyfri1:1rs, 
St .Jim's, Rookwood end St .Frtmk I s. They h1-:ive been written about deserved 
ly for tbey wore ,in some ceses still 1:,r e , outst1mding exampl es of their 
kind. Yet t here ·Nere other schools which from the turn of the century 
ere remembered with E1ffeotion by men now well on through life's journey. 
Revensc1:1r, St.BE 1sil 1 s, St.Simeon's, 1:Vycliffe, St.1'Tini1:in's 2nd many more. 
True 9 they held the st oge for shorter periods, end the 11:!st curtain fell 
on them long ego, yet they deserve fl place in the history we ere building 
so I will endeavour to bring thorn into the limelight E1gein1 f'ided by 
copies in my possession, ell too few, alas, end my memory of th orn, 

RAV1~S0AR 

ThEl stories of Rt:•v€mscer School consisted of flt l:;ast thr oe in Pluck. 
"Brooks of the Lower Fourth" (No.155); "Th e Moor M0n" (158) 9 "Th e Rise 
of the Lower Fourth" ( 165) published betw oen October end D<:icember 1907, 
and two Boys' Friend 3d Libreries. "Brooks of R::venscer" (No.43) end 
"The Rope of RubiGs" (No .97). If enyono cen 1:1dvise me of nry more in 
"Pluck" I should be extrumely grateful. 

Now"Brooks of Ravenscer" [llono would provide enough mat oriB1 fore 
lengthy erticle, for it wes one of the most unusual ~nd fflscin 1:1ting 
stories in the wholEJ history of school fiction. I should certrinly p;I.oco 
it in e list of the six best of ..:,ll the 1500 Boys I Fri end Library yerns. 

The st ories were written by Micheel Storm 9 r writ er who 9 eccording 
to Welter Webb, w1:1s somothing of e mystery men oven to the high-ups et 
Fleetwfly House. Well, whoever h e v.-es ther -.' s no doubt h u wEJ.s s. brillitmt 
schol1:1r, th c,t is pleinly ovid ant in every lin e of those yerns of Revonsoer 
School. The English wes immeculeto Pnd th or 0 we.ro chsrector portrc1yels 
which wure f1:1r ebovo the aversge. Ther e wrs littl e humour, in feet, the 
stories 1i1ere more of en edul t typ-e 9 mc:1ybe for th E,t r ol'ison th oy hsd not 8 
v ery long run. For the sflmo reflson th ey cen be r 01:1d to advrntvgo by 
members of our circl8 nov; . 

In enotber WflY Rev8nscE 1r Wf1S unusu fll. Most of tho schools wo know 
so well were si tu £,t e in tbe southern counties with r river running by, 
end very ne:er tho seE:1. RE1venscf'r wssn' t 9 it 'i.'BS "p ar ched r·loft on e 
greBt ledge of ono of the se ers th1:1t run out from t be Pennine Riinge into 
the West Riding of Yorkshire •11 So vivid flro the descriptions of lifo on 
the neerby moors th ['t one suspects Micha ,;l Storm might hEIVO b eon r 
Yorkshiremen. 

Brooks - h'ls Ch:cistirn nmno w1:1s TJgbert 9 but it WEIS seldom usod 
throughout the stori es - ,.Ds suroly oneof the most unusuel typo of hero 
in schoolboy fi ct ion. In tho first story we r,ro told he was "tenBcious, 
reticent, absolutely indiff erent to oth ers' opini.on 9 his will WPS E'S 
indomitable es his emotions were undisciplined. He neither forrcd 
punishment, nor coveted preise, end for 811 th r t he W8S r eokloss, pPssion 
ato £md impulsive, ho WflS singulerly devoid of either symp1:1thies or 8nti­
pethies ." RE1ther diffurc:mt to Tom Merry or Jimmy Silver~ 

(3) 



Jl(, wcs the son of ~· woel thy Sh off Lold bt'nkur r·nd n'c ohors o ownor, 
i=·nd ,;,bun he had to r:itt end prcycrs "it .,Ps Dll r mo£1ni ngloss cc.:romony t.o 
him. Hu h ..,d nevo r kno vn his mothcr 9 who h :d died r t hi s birth , f'nd 
his fflthor 9 Dn embitte r ed rgnostic, hrd brou~ht him up in utt er ignorrnc o 
of eny fflith. 11 

Yd this strrngo boy's h cE1rt can bcr touch ed . A junior c1:11lod TI11llem 
dios in thet story. A bouscr;wid finds B:rooks' p illo w wot n ex t morning 
1md ox cl 11ims "Dr ' t t hum brE1ts i If t hey dn' t b uon so us i n~ thi s boy's j 
pillow." But sho 'r.'8'3 wron g 9 fo r " !Ioi th or Ghl n or c1nyono c l oo ever kn ov,j 
it that pillow WBS cs i t were 8 soul's upit cph 1 for on it for t ho first 
timo in his fift ~en y ,~rr s, for tho l ast time in hio lif v , Br ooks hr d for 
g i von th e t..nv1:1y hr. hrd vPnq ui sbo d , i n wecpine for the sole b ai:ng ho hed 
ovur lovod. 11 

In "Thb Moor L'lcn" cem1.-E1nothor n ..... w boy, "/iJi gvl no rn 9 8nothor ch f'rsct ur 
quit 1.. out of th o ordincry end who WE!S t o plr,y 8 grvrt p 1'rt in tho dostini Js 
of 1g b0rt Brooks. 

Now to "Brooks of R'"'venscE1r11
• ILrc in thP 001..ning ch rnto r we find 

Brooks being befor e th1.. Head of Hevenscer 9 J c;hn Ji~cnncr s 9 Doct or in 
Di vinity. His \"Ork for th o r es t of th -~ t or m i n be:.ing discussud Fnd 
Brook s i s now dcscribod l:'S 

" Sornb fiv e f eet t on in huight 9 st r " ight "Sr sword-blr>do, woll-
built end sup ple. Brooks showed · 11 the siens of on o tr:iinod to 
sports, br ec -.;d by the k uon moorlrnd c1ir, rn d fll cr t with .,11 t ho 
vitr •lity of his ninoteun y oe rs. He 'Nrs moro t he n r bit of r puzzlu 
to th o school rt l rir ge, whcr, h. ,1rs 1;ior o fc f'r od thon loved . His 
d['rk, inscrutflbl ,J f ee-:, tho cl c8 r-cut fcDtur os, tho oy os gr oy 11nd 
hflrd rs flgetos 9 tho unsmiling, ~ron i c mouth, hPo hold off froM him 
thos e fri ends h ips which £'r e; the usuril t 0st imony to such nm1ors F'S 

ho showed in cv., ry fic,ld of sport. " 

Their c onv ur Gfltion is intorruptud by th1.. r rriv"l of r Nr .~1rflvo r s r·nd 
his son E'nd tho doctor goes into rnothor r oom to in te rview t hum9 [ISking 
Brooks to st£y. Thu sen is r· no,,· boy r nd f'ft..,r ho hfls bcon t r ken to b o 
shown round by Hi gu l Dorn, Br ook8 hc..:irs th( f ·t h"r s8y h1,; wishus to 
sp o11k st rictly in privrt1... 

,,ifhon l\Tr nn ors r e turno he.. finds 13rcoko 8 c;ft url on tho l["Wn fi.fty yflrds 
l'WE'Y r of'd in g r bo ok . Ho g iv es r si,:,h -Jf r.1li ;f end on b oin r; col.led in 
Bro oks oxplt· in s wi th l0v 1 trPnquil uyes, " I ho!"r d your visitor s r:,_y he.. 
wished to pcflk to you in privEi t e so I v,ent <,ut int o tho grrdon." 

But lrt EJr Brooks m·kor.: rn untry in h is dirry 9 
11_'\.llrn nir"vo rs i n tro-

duced by H'-'E'd to l, i gul Dorn. Ignor cnt t hr t his fr,thor i s l)ucllcy Trrv Gr , 
million8iro lnd ovm1,;r of Tr'"'vor ' s Br,nk 9 0t c. Fr>thor fc'"'ro s1.ll "n mry bu 
kidrn ppod r nd h eld to r flns om. " 

Brooks s,ys pt..nsivcly 9 " One, n ..... v cr knowo" Eind ·~h ..... l'uthor str• t cs it 
WflS 1;1 curious f r et th r t the. di Dry VlflS full of s imil 2r :.mtri os 9 rogistoring 
s eli.. .n t find 0xcl udv,,ly oss1,;nti'l d8tEJils r"bout 011ch boy in th,; s ch ool , 
"C-,r t Pinly liJgh ort Brooks W[IS, f' S hi s follo v,s in the Six th h1;,d more: th im 
on c e r oinerkcd, r• 111drrk ho r se "'. · 

Th e cov er of "Brooks of R vunscar" hos· st rikin g p ictur e of fl r [lvon 
perch ed on tho br rn ch of r tr u, . Tho bird is n ...... ,on end b ..... lone s to 
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Nigel Dorn. Dorn has treinod it to cEtrry mossegc..s and to pl2y e grc1:1t 
part in th e story. Dorn, Bt this time, is Brook 's feg and worsh ips him. 
Ilr:; is e r emBrkebl e youth, old beyond his yuflrs, end with the mrikings of 
a greet detective. 

The, story dev Jlops, li ternlly p1:<ck'"'d with exci temcmt. Sport is not 
neglocted, end there's e gr oat description of e cricket metch with 
"York Coll~go". 

Thon Trevers is cepturod end held to rflnsomo for £100, 000 . From 
then on there aro ell sorts of amazing twists Bnd turns to the story. 
It becomes evident to tho reeder thet Brooks is en undoubted criminel, of 
extrsordinery coolness, unscrupulousness, end ingenuity. Nigel Dorn sots 
to work Bnd evont uelly succeeds in r es cuing TrPvers end in tho process 
finds to his horror end dismey that he is building up e cese sgeine t his 
bl;)loved fag-master. ·I'horu Are som8 drBmetic h~ppenings which keep the 
r eede r on shoor tenterhooks when Dorn produces his evidence v.s skilfully 
drawn up ss if bye leBrn0d Q.C. Yet so unusuel is this oxtreordina ry 
story thet Brooks , though guilty, makes it eppovr Dorn wos wrong. './hat 's 
more, he gets swey with the spoils. lul.d wo reed: 

"It wcs ncer ly dewn before, Brooks thc1t night turned in to snetch en 
hour's sl oop . For a long time he p8ced his room, flushed end fevered 
with the exeltotion of victory , thu sheor stress of stri f e ond triump • 
No scruple invcded his conscience. Through thu perverted windows of 
his soul he sew reeliti8s,Bwry, yot b~noeth tho glo omy oxtorior of his 
foce t ~ere lay fl soul fibred through end through with fl kind of medi­
aeval knight orr Bntry. He dreemed stupandous dr 0ams of stupendous 
wef1l th, which he , Egbert Brooks, should plr ,y Providence wi th 9 to right 
the wrongs of the legfllly robbed....... He wes 1-1lmost staggered, flS 
ho reelised tho Bmount of his hBul ••••• Before hin wes only th ~ droflm 
of disp 0nsing t he fortune on tho children of misfor tun e." 

,°ill.d so Brooks passed out of R8venscr,r 9 suspicion r emoved from his 
snouldors yet departing e lon ely figure. 

"Tho Rope of Rubies" wc1s d<:scribE.d c1s r thrilling dct0ctivo story, 
end es f1:,r £is I remember it it WEIS necked with es much incident ns helf­
fl-dozen stori es. Nig tJl Dorn 9 nineteen r1nd csptBin of RemmscElr 9 wris th 
chief cherecter. ii.grin th o erstwhile 'Tlflgnetic Brooks C"'me into his lif , 
but I flr.1 unebl c to sey how it c11l Emded, or wheth or Brooks over did 
become e modern Robin Hood. Wheth ,r or no, th u stories of Il.f'vonscer 
School were just ebout tho most unusuPl 9 th o most controversial in ell 
school fiction. 

Juste closing note. ~ec1rs letor, round ebout 1923, e. scriel 
"Riv Als of Rcvenscer" with the euthor giv0n EIS Geoff r ey Gunn, eppeflrod 
in "Tho Champiun" . Th~ hero wrs cr.llod Nigel Dorn, but th ...,r o WflS not 
tho slightest link with the stories I hrvo b8en describing. Tho editor , 
F. hddington Symonds, fldmitted t o me that hu used to got his idoos for 
storios from thoso thet ha~ gone before. In this perticulflr instence 
I could not see thrt eny adventege whetevor could be geined. 

-oOo-
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ST. B-'i.SIL Is 

St.Emil's ,,Es tho copyright of Henry St.John, JI!:1milton '!Ddwrrds' 

whi to-hoeded boy whure school stcrius wGro concornod. It · ·T£'S his 

fevourite school; s-.:ri{ls end compl ote stories c,ntrod round it 

1'1ppu1:1red f't r0gulor intorvrls over e p,.riod of no~-rly twenty-five y c/.lrs. 

Th.J first v,/:!o "'l1ho Buys of St .Besil' s" in the; ;d Boys' Friend 9 sterting 

ebout Christmfls 1899. It n1:1s followed by <' sequel, "Bob nodding·' s 

Sohooldr 1ys". Thvn \,hen tho "Boys I Herrld" W,'. s l/.lunch"d in 1903 9 pridG 

of plooo, tho front pDgu i 'uE·s t;i vc..n to th" first inst.nlm-Jllt of "Tho 

S-,venth House of St .Brsil' s". Wi t:b its conclusion th ore strrtod "~'ho 

NL.w Mester", [nc] P. li ttlo lotcr in the sf'mc p/.lpor "True:.. FlS f' Di)'. And 

in th0 Boys I Fri nd '.' ld sorie,s, '"l'he Fourth For111 of St .Besil I s"? "Tho 

Shomo of St .Brnil' s" End "'l'he Foundling of St .Br sil I s. Th0n on th e 

rovivPl of tho Boys' J1.crlm in 1919 c.";no thf't qur-int ideE' "Honry St .J ohn ' 

Schooldf 1ys" wheruin the, fluthor hims&lf f'rrived /.lt St .Bf'sil' s ns o fflg, 

not wey bc1ck in Vict0rirn dcys, but long f1fLr Bob Rodding, Hnrry Bolton 

end otherc of his hcroLs. Lutho r' s liccncd '....nd, throG y ;r rs lr.tor 

on th0 strrt of "Th,> Chr'r.mion " in 1922, "Th r; Outcf'st of St . lY•s:Ll1 s." 

Thero mry h<·ve b.-.,en other serfrls, if so cry M.omory f1:1ilo m0. 

Unlik .... MichF1c,l Storm, H, nry St .John J11"do no Pttompt flt r:iorious 

ch ~rf1cter drl'Wing. His boys woru fllweys st~rcotypod - tho docont 

fellows, the sno[lk 9 the bullying prGfoct tnd tho unpopulor r1 1t-friced 

rn11stor. There "e s f' berring-out in "Th e Boys of St Bflsil 1 s" rnd "'n 

elmoot identicrl onu in "Th _, So'Tonth House of St .Brosil I s. r'.:ovorrl of 

tho stories dorl t vii th thot v.roll-worn the;r1e - th0 working-cl11ss boy who 

ce :118 to the school end for r time found hi:,sdf tho most nisoreblo 

fellow eliv~ in consequ ence , 
Tfa re th,.:ro c1s rn intorvrl botwoun two stories there wes inveriF,bl 

on olmost l,ntirely new sot of chorf1ctGrs 9 including ov0n the rriastors. 

They c;:;rtAinly did not ruign rs long Pt St .Besil I o £ls r:Tr, Quelch 0t 

Groyfriers. 
Bub Hedding wh1.,n grown to m,m1 s ostPtc sont r boy who hc1d dono hiri 

a servic0 to St.B r1sil 's, c'ssuring him thf't it ·r1E1s"tho finost school in 

EnglBnd". It n_vor struck me thrt wPy 9 for Tmr y St .J ohn soomod to 

meko it 8 droery, rrthor third-rrto so~t of pl:co, whvrv tho boys lived 

f1 somovvh0t unhf'ppy oxistunco. They cort.,inly n ,Jvor -plryed gr•mos in the 

mennor of tho Grcyf riers chf'ps I in f.nct thGr0 'A'S little sport in rny 

of Henry St.John ' s school stories. 
I soo, however, thE t in "The Outccst of St ,Br·s il' s" , thr ·t "Chf'mpion' 

S1;;riel of 1922, Hrnry St . John describ es tho school lik e tbis~ 

"St .Besil' s stflnds on £' hill thrt ovorluoks tho smr·ll /.lnd insignifi 

crnt villc•go of Elphinstowo in Cornwell. 
It is r building of gr..,y stono in the forn of throe sides of P 

squere. Th~ l of t or north wing is devo ted to tho chrpol, tho right 

wing is the. fine gymnPsium, thPn whic h no school in rr:nglena. hrs £' 

bettor, for St.B[1sil's is first rnd befo r e: nl l c.lso r sport i ng school 

Tho r.1esters ere chosen for th"ir skill in sports ••• dot E' iiw.ster of 

St.B ,..sil's but hrs sor10 spor ti ng success to his credit," 
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Well, I feel sure that could hardly apply to l\llr. Foulger 9 

1V1r. Blatcher, Mr. Terry or Mr. Withers 9 masters in early stories. I'll 
vow they never kicked a football or weilded e cricket ba~ in th eir lives. 
But maybe the school improved as time went on. 

Most of the schools we read about had a river running near for they 
were so handy for someone to be rescued from drowning 9 and, of course, 
for a little sport. In the case of St.Basil's it was the River Burn. 

I only recall one pupil with a title attending St.Basil's, and he 
was only a modest baronet, Sir Harry Belton, hero of "The Seventh House 
of St.Besiil's." 

&llthough as a writer of school stories Henry St.John was not, in my 
opinion, in the same class as ~~hae~ Storm, J ack North 1 or David Goodwin 
there was no doubt that Hamil ton %t1a tis successors were catering for 
popular demand when the St .Basil 's stories a·1peared so frequently. 

Here ere the stories as they appeared in th e Boys' Friend Library. 
1st Series. No.5, The Boys of St .Basil's; 55, Bob Redding ' s 

Schooldays; 59, Tbe Seventh House of St .Bc:Gil' s; 61, The New Master; 
150, True as a Die ; 152, The Bully of St.Basil's; 189, The Fourth Form 
of St.Basil's; 224, The Shame of St.B as il's; 491, Henry St.John's 
Schooldays; 742, mhe Outcast of St.Basil's. 

ST • SIMEON'S 

The stories of St.Simeon's came from t be masterl y hand of David 
Goodwin 9 real name Sidney Gowing, and they were packed with humour, 
thrills, and truth to t ell, a littl e "bloo d and thunder". 

If th ere was any doubt about St.B as il's justifying its claim to be 
a great public school, there was none about St.Simeon 's. It was little 
less than Eton with 600 boys and, in th e first story at l eas t 9 e 
Canon Leveson as i t s Head. 

This first story of St.Simeon's, in fact it was DE,vid Good,7in1 s 
first school story , was called "Barred~" 9 end it 8T)TJ8Bred in the Boys ' 
Realm in, I think, 1904. It was one of the early yarns of the aitch­
dropping hoy finding himself et a school f or the sons of gentlemen. 
In this in cte nc he wos Brian Hawke, sent there by 1m aunt 9 Miss m phire 
Clil.tts, who owned a prosperous steam l aundry. 

On being set an exam-paper to deci de on his Form, Brian found him­
self in "a gr e1:1t r r1ft ered ha ll 9 th e roof of which wes higher than most 
churches, and f elt very lonely and lost. The ·windows weru twenty to 
thirty feet long 9 and the greet heams WE-re of hcr vy bl8ck oak. .-'.l.t one 
end of th e room were two tl:irty-foot blc ,ck panels in the old rod brick 
wall, with a long list of names on them in gold, th e names of old 
St.Simeon's boys who had cut niches for themselves in history." 

its in all David Goodwin 's school stories St .Simeon's had a smeirt 
set , in this pe1rticular story known 1:,s "The Bird s of Per edise" , youths 
who wer e no cr edit to th e then flourishing strtely homes of England, and 
they geve Brian, in his first days, a t erribl e time . One of the l eaders 
wes V.iscount Heredsfoot, and he ·JVas one of Bri an 's worst torment era. 
Came the dey, howovGr, when Brian saved his E-nemy from E1 WfJt ory greve, 
and the son of e noble house b Gceme th e firm friend of th e nephew of the 
laundry owner. 

Then cf.lme r twist in the story , H""redsfoot' s feither 9 the Eerl of 
.Medenhsm.) came to sac him . ond told him the startling story of E' romantic 
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msrriege, the outcome of which was that Brien Hewke wBs the legal Eflrl of 
MedenhBm, iind that his son if he hed one would b 0 the rightful Viscount 
H0redsfoot. Ho w0nt on to explain thBt only in the ovent of Brian's 
sudden death would he who wos now wrongly b oering tho neme have a right 
to it. He reminded him thBt tho motto of the Medenhf'ms WflS "Let nothing 
hinder". Ruthlessly h e tells his son thet he must somehow bring E1bout 
Brian's deeth. Horedsfoot pleeds that Bric1n had saved his life 9 but in 
the end has to agree. 

Then follow several ettempts to carry out his fethor's orders whilst 
still posing es Brien HBwke's friend, o rath er blood-curdling theme, yet 
in the skilful h1:inds of Devid Goodwin it mcde ono of th e most a.bsorbing 
seriE 1ls ever. lmd ell cDme out hcippily in tho end. 

The second St.Simeon's story wcis 11Red castl e & Co. et St.Simeon's" in 
the "Boys's Friend". This wc1s c: more light-h e0rtcd ysrn in which the 
heroes got in s ,md out, of mE1ny a scrapo, Bnd indulged in jepes, a 
fElvouri te word of Dcvid Goodwin's 9 E1geins t en unpopul cr ml:1ster. 

Much later 9 in 1911, there start ed :i.n the Boys ' Realm "The Sneak of 
St .Simeon's". Tho first in: .. calment Wfrs tho longest eve r 9 six end a half 
pages. The story told of eno ther UIJeduce1t ed boy 9 in this instance one 
who h[td some experience of tho 1:o::dng :d:1g. By this time th e Heedmester 
wfls e Dr. Prstt, every different indivi duel to tho dignifiod Cl'lnon I,Jves 
of sn e~·rlier day 9 cmd one who beli ov e,d in sneaking. Th ere were still 
plenty of oristocrt=1ts 8t th e school, bowover, for the horo 9 Tom Holt, 
chummed up with Aub:rey Clevoring Mountnolson, son of Viscount Sedborough, 
Bob St .Quentin, c:nd C ocil S t~:rnhop e. 

Two other s0rials w0re in the Boys' Friend, ".'11ho Gipsy of St .Simeone" 
end 11For the Honour of St.Simoons". Hsro E'goin th ore wes the seme idefl, 
the uneducete d 1ad who turned out to bo the he ir of vF1st es t et es. Never.!: 
thcless, David Goodwin mam•ged to mEike eDch ono soem new Emd they wore 
c , ·rteinly pE;cked with fun end ex citem ent . 

H8re sr o tho St.Simeon stories es th 8y 8ppo8red in th e Boys' Friend 
Librery, 1st series. 

98, "Berredi"; 143, Redcf'stle flt St.Simeon's; 145, II:•nk Hc,ldEine's 
Schoold1: rys; 156, Gypsy 0f St .Sim eon 1 s; 157, Tho T~E1rl of St.S imoon's; 
201 9 Th e Sncflk of St.Simoon's; 202, 11ThG Snof1ks ETigflde; 274 9 For th e 
Honour of St.Simeon's; 283, Tho Fc>g of Study Three; 286, The FF1gs of 
St.Simeon's. 

(Not e .- In several in 3tonces Q serial wes divided into two Boys' 
Friend Librari es, e better ide e than to £'bridge them drssticelly in order 
to get them into one. - lI.L .) 

-oOo-

WYCLIFFE 

I h1:ive expressed my regerd for the 1:Vycliffe stories before, end give 
some account of thl,m, but there is much mor8 on e could tell. I shr:11 
alwt,ys contend thet in them John Nix Pe nt elow, writing as Jock North, gAv 

some of th e greatest cher0cter s-budies, ms.de lif e in a fictitious boys' 
school more realistic , and .:..xpressod some of the fin8St sentiment ever to 
sppear in storiesr-of their kind.. Listi...,n to th is , fin extract taken from 
"The Runewey" (B.F.L. No,82, 1st serio3 1• It told of fl hot-t ompGrod, 
misunderstood junior who in his misery h:::1d .run mrny from Wycliff e . He 
st1:inds on e bridg e some distance ewfly in th e ePr l y morning and looks b ock 
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"Ho sew th 0 nobl e, messive building of the old school; the cheerful, 

red-brick, cre epe r-cov .r ed mes t ors' houses clust ered round it 7 the 

bro lid green ploying fi elds, Dlivc with ectiv e figures, boun ded by the 

grey berrier; th e wid e stre ;_:,m of 1:/yvcrn, dencing in th e sunlight; 

end for th e first time h0 rL clised how goodly e place it wes. 

The birth-pang of loyelty to 'Jycliffu reck ed him in thet moment 

when he had meent to destroy the la.st link that bound him to her. He 

did not know it till long efterwDrds, but so it wcs. Nuver throughout 

his life will Cl rud o lu'thur Coningsby '.lilder forg et the bridge over 

the ':fyvern Dt Ryl ton, Dnd the red sun lo w in th e eE1storn sk;y, and the 

river thet ren lik e blood. 
Wycliffe would nev 0r be to him quite th e Almf' Meter - benign mother '­

th1:1t she was to many of her childr en. His stormy nature would m.'.1ke 

the greeter p:-,rt of his stDy there P tim e of tri fll Emd tribuletif'ln. 

Yet through it all h1.:: would be l cernin g to lov e her more - to love her 

better, it mey bo, than those to whom she gev a more peaceful deys. 

ll!ld et th3 end of it ell - on his l est ev ening th ere - when his 

voice should join Els hcertily tis eny in the CcptPin's Song 9 raised in 

honour of old-time enemy Bull BarrE'nce, th en hL ~vould r es lisG what 

she had been to him, whet sh e bed teught him, sh e and thos e her sons 

who bed buen his friends end his enemi es - end hu would see in mental 

vision gr ey bridg e , r ed sun, rind riv er es of blood.'' 

Yue, fine s entiment t:11 writing tb Pt, the kind which "hl'ings · El l.rwnp to 

the throat. 
Somo tim ~ ago I pessed by my old school. It was e very much less 

pl ece th on Wycliff e, surrounded by vury er dimiry hous es. I had not 

be0n thllt woy for ycrrs. 11fhcn I had spe nt my dcys ther e I hed often 

cE·llod it th ct rotton old school, The shfldows 0ver e stoD ling vcross tho 

plP""ground. I could pick out th ,.; very ·,dnd ow I hf'd brok en one dey whilst 

playing cricket with fl t 0nnis hrll, I could picture e~ch cl t1ss-room 

and I r ocrill ca. mesters, some of t horn lonr,- since dGC'd end gone. I turned 

r.way thinking " ,\h w0ll, it Wf'sn't r bed old s chool. I hvd many h£ippy 

dr,YS th ore." M~yb e I felt f' littl "' J.ik o':\Tilder , lNGn t hough I had 

never run vwey from it. 
~1s I hflve Rf'id befor u, th 0 boys in the 1 vycl iff t. stori os grew older. 

This 1:1dded to th ( r uf'lism undoubt edly. Thor wes s omething f ns cin [:1ting 

in oollowing th0 progrm.:s of fun-loving juniors upwnrd to th e Sixth to 

be dignifiC;d prefects and in onu inst rn co ca-ptf'in of th e school. The 

later stories derlt me inly with o compl et ely new lot of juniors f'nd they 

wer8 note whit l oss int Jre sting th er eby . ;i.1together th Jr e were scores 

of characters rll cvr cfully dr rwn, includin g th~ masters. 
Wycliffe wrs portr , yed e s 3 gr0rt public school with fiv e-hundred 

boys tmd s evC;n houses, si tu ot ed ncPr th e market tov,n of ,,·ickh rim, 

evidently in ono of th e southern counti es; the riv er, th~ Wyvern. 

In th\> first story tho re 8der WFIS in t roduc ed to four n uw boys rll 

erriving tog ether. .:-ohn J t,ckson, DonDld l'.ir1cDonr l d , DPvid 1) 0 vios, Pnd 

Patrick O'Her r. lift er some excit ement 8nd plotting th ey mf'de o 

specteculf'r F,nd s...,ns1:1tional entry t hrough th e grtes of Wycliffe g£'rbed 

in the treditionel gvrb of th irr espectiv e countri es - Jvc ks on cs John 

Bull MflcDoneld with kilt r1nd b1:1gpi'Pes, Prdd y in bettered h8t, long 

tcil~d coet, end brf'ndis hing r shill 8l r gh, c,na Toffy Devi es £18 vn old 
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Welsh market women, in steeple-crowned het, frock Pnd shawl, with? 
bundle of leeks on her erm. They later chum u-r;i vr.i th enother new boy, 
BeirPJi Sinhji, E• hendsome Rfljput prince, who is found to possess 
remarkable hypnotic powers, fl power put to good use on severel occasions. 
They elso mke friends with Harry Merry, i1ustrBlien f'nd greet cricketer, 
e Test plE ,yer of the future. 

These six formed the m?in cherecters, 1_ond it was th eir cer ,iers 
through the world of Wycliffe School, the reeder of forty yeflrs ego 
followed with breathless interest. ~ong with them there trPv elled e 
host of others, too numerous to mention, fine fellows, lefld ers of men, 
shiidy ch;;,recters, eind utter wrong'uns. Th c,re were splendid mesters, 
week mesters, end one who wes a scoundrel. }md even the stPtion-m Aster 
et little 1:'{ickham junction, one Eccles, wfls finely drl'wn by J :,ck 1'Torth I s 
feithful pen. 

Later ceme HPrry Merry's younger brother, Lerry, e hflrum-scerum 
lovable imp, similer in mE'ny weys to Wclly D 1 ~u:cy. He bec t:•mo e l eflder o 
the lower school, formi;ig with six others th G Secret Seven. Her e eg ein 
wee en exemple of Pentedow' s Brtistry, for fill s ev ..::n, though fino lflds, 
were distinct from o ch other. 

I will bring these few rflmbling not 6s on this particular school to r 
close by giving t'lnother tYPicfll exflmpl e of the fin u sentiment ,,hich so 
much eopeeled to me. 

Hflrris Pnd Wicks of '"/illirm' s House r r o under suspicion of che flting 
in en exem, and th0y Pre two of tho meinst ey s in th e House cricket t erm. 
The fim •l for the Hous e Cuns is immin ent but Dr. :illdorson, tho HePd, hfls 
issued en order thf't until the metter is cleered up th ey will not RO 
flllowed to pley. This cEluses dismf'y in ' fi lli E'm1 s House rond fl m0eting of 
prefects is cPll ed. :1s ,. r esult eight of th em, her ded by RDl eigh, the 
most populflr criptf'in Wycliffe hcd ever hr d , f.1nd soon to lc..f'vo, form fl 

deputtition to the H6E'd. They <1pperl to him to chang e his mind. '~ long 
flrgwnent follows, th e description of it grips you. Des pite th oir 
eloquent def unce of the suspected two, th e Hef'd is <'dflmflnt. Then th e 
prefects, not eill of 'filliE'm 1 s House, t E1b.i th e drestic st ep of hr •nding in 
their resignetions. Dr • . ...nderson is dism r y Jd f't the situ ntion. The 
story goes on. 

Dr. ~...nderson h r d e nrture both just E'nd gener ous. 'md ho ros-p oct vd 
EJnd liked thos e boys. Thor () wDs not on v of t horn th r t ho ,rould not 
heve been proud to crll his son. Pe rh ['ps tt .rrs b ec nus e he hed 
longed for, but hfld never hfld, E' son th f'.lt RPl (Ji gh hF1d gro vm so de er 
to him. 

'Releigh,' h o seid, 'I must speek furth er with you. Thv r Gst of 
you mf'y go. Rel eigh vr.ill toll you l et er whether your r esign e tions 
heve been acc epted.' 

They filed out. 
'R~loigh 9

1 seid the HePd, withe strf'nge softn ess in his voic e , 
'do you reelise whet you fire doing?' 

'Yes, sir, I do. I'm sure of it in ff'ct.' 
'I don't think you do, my boy. Soon you will bE. l ef'ving ',!ycliff e 

for over. For two y Jf' rs you have b oon t he school's c ~pt ein, honoured 
end held in pffection r s I boliev0 no cc u t f'in it hrs over hed before 
hcis been. !md now in a moment of piqu e you t l row down your office, ona 
you lef'd into whf't is little b etter than r eb 8llion thevery flower of 
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your fellow pref ects. Cen you f1ns wor to y our consci ence for this? 

Releigh' s free WE·s Vf.:!ry :pE1lo, but his hefld Wf1s he ld high. The 

Elppc:el he.d touch ed, but it h c:,d not conquer ed him. 1~t it be s1;1id for 

him end the rest thet th oy hrd no intention of trying to bluff the HeAd 

Whet they did th oy • eli eved right end justifie~lo. 
'Yes, sir, I cc1n. 1 

H1;1lf e dozen times the Head strode to end fro with never e look ot 

the tell figur e th et stood motionless by his desk. Then ho wh eelo~ 

sudd enly in his welk end sPid: 
'This cEln1 t bel I give woy, Ral eigh. I em wrong perhBps. Most 

men would oell me f oolish. But I Pm not prepfl red to faco the conse-

qu ences of r ef us ol. Tell th orn thE•t th eir r es ignation s ere not Eicceptc i, 

that Harris and Wioks mey p l fly . 1 • • 

The Heed set down end turned his bflck. Twice Releigh turned to s · 

speflk but the words would not come. Then ~e wont. 

An hour L tor fl not e w1;1s br ought to the Head. It ·NBS signed by th e 

eight prefects, Emd it as ked th1.,t any p in th by hed giv en him might be 

pardoned, exp ressed th eir devotion not only to th o s ch ool , hut to him 

personally. 
Dr. :..nderson is e. 1ishop now. He may be an archbishop before his 

life runs to B clos e . But whenever that mc1y be, his exe cutors will 

find Elmon,, the p8p rs that he hes cherished most carefully the not e 

which Barham wrot e 1:rnd the eight r ebel pr efe cts signed.' 

Well, to me th 1:1t is fl splendidly drewn, ror'listic pioturo of the Hef1d 

of El greet public school, strong enough to givo wey to thos e b elow him 

in E1uthori ty b ectms e he f elt thoy migh t b o in the right. Thero w1;1s some-

thing,oh so humEln, obout +.hr·t lc1st parflgraph, too. 
It only r oml'ins to • o seid thet Harris flnd 1Yicks pl1;1yed f1 gre 1;1t -pr->rt 

in the winning of the grmo for\iillicm's Hou.r,io, 1:1nd 1;11most irrnnodietely 

were cl eered of tho suspicion h 8ng ing over th eir h JEds. 

1...nd non for th e bc:nefi t of those who f .a 1 th 1;.;y would lik e to reBd 

some of th e ,:fycliff e stori es, h ero Ar e r few dot,.,ils ebout th em es they 

e9peered in "Pluck" ~hd the Boys' Friend Libr"ry. 
In "Pluck" th ey stDrted tov £1rds the ond of 1907 E'nd fore time ron 

in harness with th e St.Jim's and Spec s. & Co st~r i es. Here ar e c f ew 

of them. 
146, " Cock House at Wyclif f e"; 148, "Sixt ee n of them" 9 151, "The 

Hittites"; 153, "Th e CE1pt ein of 1:-/ycliff e"; J.61, "Tho Scr,mp of Wycliff e"; 

166, "Th e Comrniinder's Birthd ay"; 181 , 111,iycl iff e 's Ghosts". 
In the "Boys I Friend Library ( 3d) th0 following th.r ue were original 

atories: 53 , 11Chums of Wycliff e" (Aug. 1908); 73, "Lerry & Co"; 

82, "Tho Runew1.1y" • 
Thon y ears lster, about 1921, th u Pl uck stories were r e- ,r int ed in 

the B.F.L. (4d) 1st series. 532, "J r ck JPckson's Enemy"; 5,5, "Th e Rise 

of Bowker's Hous "; 539, "Th Prefe cts of Bo,ker 's House9 

542, "Staunch Gst of Chums"; 547, "Th e 'Jyc liff t::l Schol3 rshi p Boy"? 

550 , "Th e Broth ers of Borden"; 555, "Bird s of E' F0E1thur" ; 558 i "Th e 

Riv?l Capt eins"; , 583, "Th e Riv el Rouse Terms"; 588, "J'refect end Fllg"; 

593, "In Open R0bellion 11
; 598, "..1. Troull ed Turm"; 604, " .u.lexender the 

Great". 
-oOo-
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Wi.YG1iRTH 

Haygf 'rth, to some extent, wes 'Yycliff e r eborn , with some of th e 
ch 1:1rrioters r einc ariu ,ted fls juniors eg ein , In p l oce of J [lck J ackson, 
Dom1ld MecDonald, E'nd Dflvid Davi es , wer e Jimmy ME'ckworth 7 Dun cE>n W'.cLeod 
,md Terry lVIcKeon, who b eceme known es "The Three MElcs". Fo r some r eas on 
th ere wes no Iri sh boy to Mke th e pl Fice of PPtrick O' Hrr a . Lat er, 
however, c flme Mechliw ell fl Khan, of Wajhk er et 9 wh o b ec r,me t he Fourth Mee. 
He , ho 111ever, never b ec l'me such 1:1 strong ch er ect er c1s l33ir am Sin h ji of 

Wycliff e . 
The cE1pt e in of th e school in th e b eginnin g WE'S Hall flmor o 9 th e ri Vl?1l' 

th e Hey, th o neeirby vill [lge ':veybourn e ; th ~;re .wes el so in t he vicinity 
11en.ve e Wood 1 Bnd th e littl e mc1rk et town of Silbury. 

But although th e b r ckground was s imil er th e st ories wer e by no means 
cerbon copi es of th e ',vyc l iff e on es, end t hr oughout t hey wer e i nt ere sti ng 
end ribsorbin g t hough mRy~ e not quit e so much so es t hose of th e er rli er 

school. 
Ins te ed of th e s ev en h ous es of '.Vycliff e 9 wit h th o exc ,1ption of th e 

School Hous e nemed of t er m£1st ers, th er e wer e four a t HByge rth 9 North, E1:1s , 
South find '."vest. ,'..n innov e tion, typic el of J ,,ck Nort h , wes t hfit th e 
dormitori es wer e nEimed Dft er t owns in t he West country , Bri s tol 9 Exe t er, 
Bernsteple, etc. rrh e H0ed too wes qui te diff er ent to th e v enor obl e , 
dignifi ed Dr. Ander so n of Wy cliff e . He vres t he Rev. _\rt hur Dalt on, 
ethl e tic, oump~'r r t i ve ly young , v ery s i mil nr t o lVIr. Rciil to n 9 of St .Ji m' s, 
He wa s marri ed end with t h em live d his wif e ' s s i s t er , Molly Lyl e, 1:1 girl 
of con s ider ehl e cha rm who p l E,y ed qui t o r pa r t in t he st ories , and \ etw eon 
whom and Jimmy Mackwort h tr 1er e WAS e fri endsh i p on Cou s in ".'.:th el - Georg e 

Figgins lin es. 
The 'i ycli f f e s t or i es in Plu ck by th e vmy hrd b een i llust r E1t ed by ' 

Leon ard Shi e ld s ; f or t h e H2yg erth ones Wf'rwi c:\. Reynol ds took ove r. ..'.'in 
e~pert, I b eli ev e , woul d de cl flr e th at Reyno l ds wes r bett er erti s t t he n 
Shields, but t o me, A novice on th e ert 7 Shi eld s wris t he mor e et tr octi ve 

of th e two, 
·Aft er th e HE1yge rth s t ori es h ed b een runnin g some t i me the r e ceme fl 

new boy who was de stin ed t o p l By en i mport rn t nr rt , the Hon. ClPudo 
F erring e, who w1:1s th e exc1ct doubl e of Ji mmy M1:,ck.worth in rpper r an ce, but 
in his ea rly dey s et th e school very di ff ~r ent i n di sp os iti on, ri hriughty, 
sup erciliou s ch r r ect er , e lway s kicki ng Pgf i ns t euth ority. Excep t in 
ca ses of twins y ou don't oft en come 1:1cr os s doubl es in r ea l lif e, but t hoy 
1:1r e v ery conv eni ent in fiction 1:1n d hav e bee n u sed fr equ ently . H8milt oni s s 

know of e cas e or two, J ['Ck North, hov.rever, succ e0ded i n p l 8yi ng up t h o 
Hoyg erth inst c1nc e skilfully, an d ef t er many compli cPti ons sunn y-t ernpor Gd 
Jimmy M1:1ckworth end th e hr:,ughty Honour c1b le Cla ude b ecl1me fi rm f r ien ds . 

In th e r eE lms of sch ool fiction men havo b oen lm own, no t i nf r oquent l , 
to come to an unti mely end, but not ofte n hes e s choolb oy been khown t o 
di e . Th <::r e wer e in s t anc es, of cours e, in Deon Fe rr flr' s "Eri c" nnd 
St ,Winifr ed's of lon g ago , but t hose st ori es wer e ou t of t he u su r 1. I n 
th 1:1t with which we er e mor e conc ern ed, John Nix Pen t el ow, in th at se nti ­
ment a l w1:1y of his, h fld 8 tend ency t o bring D ch Br Dct er' s l if o t o en end 
early in lif e . He, of cours e, i s held r es'1 on s ibl e f or the dGrt h of 
Lrthur Courten ey of Greyfri f'rs in th Pt M8gnet s t ory 11 

.. 'i. VGry Gflll [,nt 
GGntlem an", r nd in t h e C .D. s ome ti me rgo I r e::l e t ed how Drnge rfi ol d. of 
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Wycliffe met en eerly deeth. There wes e third instflnce in th e Hflyg0rth 
stories, when e junior nemed MBrpole died flfter being bedly injured bye 
trein. 

Merpole, I don't think his Christian ncme wes ever mentioned, wfls 
not f.1 very plet1aflnt youth. Jack North described him thus~ 

'Mar-pole wes D large youth for the Fourth. . Ho r,Ps F lso El pimply 
youth, ~ind he dressed in the most excruciE'ting Wfly, weering ties in 
which hf'rdly Bnother Hfygflrth fellow v,:ould ha .ve been seen dec1d. 
He looked the complete lout. 

Hewes not one of th e •oys who reformed but remrined en unpleesont 
che.rEicter until the day he died . yet no doubt the youthful reader would 
wipe en eye for him when J ock North wrote his epitflph. 

'Jell, the boys of H£·yg1:1rth, like those of 1:/ycliffe 9 grew up 9 then e 
hGrd-hearted editor 9 eccording to John Nix rentelow 9 decreed thet the 
stories hf.id h ed their dey. 

Here ere th e titles 9 those from 'Pluck' incomplete. 
"Pluck" No .276, "The HePd' s Co1mmmd"; 279 ~ "The Ghost Hunters"; 

280, "The Now Fellow"; 283, "The Stolon Cup"; 284 9 "The Fight for Two 
Cups"; 285, "For the Honour of the House" • 

Boys' Friend Library ( 1st Seri es) No .166, "The HeygArth Detective"; 
207, "The Fifth Form flt Hi:1ygc>rth"; 518 , "Moxon's Fflg"; 573 9 "The Three 
Mees"; 576, The Feud in \ /est House; 670, "ThE::.. Fourth Mec" 9 674, "Jirmcy 
lVfaok, Detective"; 678, "Friends et Lest"; 684, "Th o KidnappGrs"; 
686, "The HBygerth C1:1rflvenners"; 692, "Jimmy MElc K:1 s ])ouble" 9 721, "The 
Leader of the Fourth"; 752, "The Sixth Form et m,yg£lrth; 756, "The 
Berring Out et Hflygerth"; 2nd Series, 16, "The Rotter of the Fourth"; 
34,"Jimmy Mc1ck, Minor." 

-oOo-

CLIVEDEN 

The Cliveden stories, written by Ch c-rles Hflmil ton under his f'ctm1l 
name. hEJd quite e good run in the "Boys' HerEJld'' but only 8JJp eered flt 
intervals. When th ey first sterted I Pm uneble to sey, but Cliveden WPS 
on the scene before Greyfriers, for one story I hEive before me, c crteinly 
not the first 9 is dated February 15, 1908, en issue which heralds the 
coming of the MF.·gnet. They were, too, running es ltte flS September 18, 
1909, so over thet period on some occesions et r::inyrflte 9 th e industrious 
euthor was writing thr ee school stories e week, es h e did later when 
Rookwood wes \orn. 

These Cliveden yBrns ere prob1:1bly unkn own to the greet maj ority of 
present dfly studen ts of HElmilton lore, nev Grtriel ess, they were typicel 
stories of their kind end woll worth E1 r eview. Thuy rr::in t o ebout 8,000 
words, short when comp8red withe St.Jim's or Greyfriers ye.rn, th orefore 
there was not much scope for charecterisfltion or plot. The motive then 
wes humour erising from riv1:1lry betw een vorious f~ctions, in the menner 
of St.Jim's School House riga.inst New Hous e . 

Thus we find in "The Clived en Velcmtines" (F 0bruPry 15 9 1908) thflt 
Lincoln G. Poindext er, 1: newcomer t o th e school, h0s t1:1ken over the 
leedership of Study 4, th . .; oth er occupents of trhich ere Dicky Neville find 
Mic~~' imd known es the Cliveden Combin ,:J. 'Tis 88SY to guess from 
which/Poina.exter h~1iled, but he vves 8 very differ ont youth to one 
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Fisher T. Fish who arrived at Greyfriars sometime later. 
The deadly rivals of the Cliveden Combine were a couple of red­

heads, Pankhurst and Price, of Study 10, and designated the Old Firm. 
From the copies in my possession I am unable to discover their Christian 
names. 

Talking of Fish I see there was a boy of that name at Cliveden, but 
he was described as "the fattest junior in the Fourth". He wa.s else 
always in the vicinity when there was any food about. 

Other names with a familiar ring were Gatty end Greene. 
Trevelyan was the captain of the school. Mr. Lanyon, a venerable 

looking gentleman with a beerd was the master of the Fourth and M:. Frique 
the French master. One Philpot was the cad of the Form, and the stories 
were illustr eted by A.H. Clerke. 

The stories passed into oblivi~n decades ago even though t hey were 
very little different to those of the e8rly St.Jim's days. Published 
in similar surroundings Cliveden might have become as famous as the home 
of Tom Merry & Co. 

ST • NINiiiN' S · 

The stories of St.Ninien 1 s are of particular interest, of course, 
for the reason that it was the famous Nipper's first school and one wher 
he had many adventures years before St.Frenk's took him into its fold. 
Maxwell Scott, who created Nelson Lee and Nipper, wrote t he St.Ninian's 
stories,for the Grays Inn Road detective and his pupil were owned by him 
in those days. . 

First came "Nipper's Schooldays" in the Boys' Herald in 1905. Other 
were "The CBptain of St.Ninian's" and "Nipper of St.Ninian's (Boys Frien) 
and "The Fighting Fifth" which · started in t he Boys I Realm 1tpril 6; 1907. 
~other serial, reelly a detective one but in which the school pla yed a' 
prominent part was "Detective-':/arden Nelson Lee" in the Boys' Friend. 

I · shall have to rely upon "The Fighting Fifth" for deteils? fortu­
na.tely it contains a good few. For instance, we learn that St.Ninisn's 
wes in Sussex ( e p·opular county for fictitious schools) and was on the 
banks of the River Dene. 

In the first instelment of "The Fighting Fifth" the r eader wes told 
in that precise manner so charect eristic of Maxwell Scott 9 thet the boys 
on the opening of a new term left London Bridge at five minutes pest 
twelve · and errived at Eestbourne et 2.23. There they chenged into the 
Cl~veden train, the stetion nearest the school. 

It mey be news to all except a fe w veter tm fldmirers of Mex,,ell Scot 
tha.t Nelson Lee in thos e days hed two wards, Nipper end Dick Starling. 
The letter in simil ar circumstances to Ni pper had been found in humble 
surroundings but proved to be the heir to one of the richest estetes in 
Englsnd. .!:.. third boy, Sir Rob€rt il.rkle, olso th e central figure in en 
earlier Nelson Lee serial, end a fat y outh named Wagsteff e were the 
shining lights of the Lower Fifth. 

St.Ninian's had three houses, 11Jr, Rent's, Mr, Jermen's~ end the 
School House, nick-named the Ranters, th e Germs, .Eind the Coolies r espec­
tively. The headmaster wss Dr. Shuttleworth, ir~@verently known P-S old 
Shuttlecock. 

It is worthy of note too, that in the vicinity th er u were two other 
schools, Cleveden Royel Gremmar School, Pnd CDmbridge House) CollegiAte 
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School for Young Gentl _ewomen ( 1 twes 1907 r emem,ar nhen shorts on feminin e 

· lower limbs wer e unhe1;1rd of). Ther e wes intens e rivalry bet vveen St. NiniEns 
i:,nd the Grammar Sch ool nee dl ess t o s8y. Th e Gr1:nnmar Sch ool v-ras presided 
over by lVIr. Stusrt-Unwin , or di sre s~e ctfully St ewed Onions. 

Four miles r,wey from St. Nini en's wes Gr .,yst ones Conv ect Prison, a 
grim pli: 1ce in the d1:1ys when prisons lived up t o their names, and which 
played e part in most of th e St. Nini en's stori es. 

"Th e Fi ghting Fifth" centr ed round Princ e Chot a Lel Neth Chandre Des 
a new boy whom the boys quickly decid e t o ce ll "Lal" . -In one way, and 
one way only, h e we s lik e Billy Bunt er ( 8t th o time unh ee r d of ) f or h e wa 
1;1 ventriloquist; in f.lddition E' cl ev er conjur er. Th e excitem ent was 
provided by th e pl otting of e distent rel 8tiv o 9 Gol Eb Singh , who hed 
ambitions to become t he RPj eh of Tenj or e . 

Oth er int 0r es tin g p oints gle aned fr om t his st ory flnd ,odd. instf1lments 
of "Th e CDpt ein of St .Nini en's" ( 1906) end "1U-pper of St .Nini ens" ( 1912) 
ere that th e sch ool vws quit e n eBr th e s eB end Clev eden Bey, flnd that 
eeverfll s1n1:·ll i s l end s dotted th e River Dene , t he l argest of which Wf1S 

Jungle Isl flnd whe r eon the boys f ound mBny edv entur es an d tr oubl e from 
gemek eep ers. Moreov er in "The CP·)tein of St .Nini rms" . e Cliff House is 
intro duced. Thi s Cliff Hous e , h owever, wes no pl ece f or pretty school­
girls, inst ea d on e of sinist er happ enin gs in which th e ce p tain of th e 
sch ool, a rrwst &rious ma st er, Flnd e Colon el Cobb pl ay ed a pa rt . 1md, in 
"Ni pper of St .Ni ni ens" t h 0r 8 is quit e e l ot Elbout "Ni pp er's 1:ifaek ly", fl 

public e1tion which s eemed t o cau se quit e :::is much tr ouble es "Tom Merry's 
W0ekly" which w.ould • e E':_)If) 1:1rin g c1bout th e s ame tim e . 

Th8 sch ool port er 9 I find , wfls Bflrn oy McG,uir e who s ee med t o b u f' 

somewhat mor e geni t:l char ect er th en th e ·gu.s rdi ens of th e ge.t es at Greyfri rs 
end St.Jims. 

The ope nin g chf'pt er of "Ni pp er of St .:Nini ens" t old th a ree.der tha.t 
"the l o~der of th e fiv e wes t he ever f flmous Ni pp 0r 9 who -at thi s tim e was 
compl eting hi s educ <1ti on e t St. Hinicns." 

Comple tin g his educ 1:1t i on , in dee d t Poor Vexwell Sc ott little th ough 
th e.t y er rs l et er hi s b el ov ed Ni ppe r v'Duld erriv e flt t he sch ool of St.Fr £' 
wh,:re he would soj ourn f or f er lo ng er t ha n he ha.d st oyed et St .Nin ia ns, 
ond that St.Fr enk s Nould be r em0mber ed lon g f.'ft er he hims elf wa.s de fld, 
the sch ool he had cr er ted f org ott en ,::,xccp t b;y p v ery few. Str ange , 
som8tim es s ad, i s th e hist ory of sch oolb oy fiction. 

St. Nini ens st ori es in the Boys' Fri end Libr flry 
"Ni pp er's Schoold ays"; 4749 "The Fi ghtin g F i ft h"; 
'i1c1rder Nels on Lee. 

- oOo­

SLii.PTON 

(1st s eries) No.171, 
530, "Det ectiv e-

ThEJ st ori es of Sl sp t on Sch ool wer e ViTitt en by J ohn F inn emor e, fln 
euth or who could t o Eldven t ege have b ee n empl oy ed mor e fr equ ently by th e 
publishers of boys I W8ckli 0s, f or he c ert einly could writ e 8 g .::,od yflrn. 
Thos e of S18pt on c'ppeDr ed I b E,li ev G only in t ho "Boys I Ree.lm" 9 t hc ugh 
po ssibly th s r e may h8ve b een r eprints. 

Two of th e s Gr i els wer e " His First Ter m" end "Teddy Les t or in th e 
Fifth", end t he r 0 v,ar e e lso f' s eri e s of compl et e st ories , onti tl ed 
"St ori es of Sl ep t on Sch ool". Ll:JDding ch nr f'ct ers wer e Teddy Lest er, 
Tom Sendys and J,rthur Digby, whilst in "His First Term" El J f' 'JE1ne se boy 
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Ito NE1gC<o .. was introduced. In those deys round ebout 1906 9 it must be 
r emembered that we t E-;lked of gflllant little J c-pfln which had brevely 
f ought the Russian Beflr, in consequenc e J eps in st ori es wer e elways showr. 
in e favoureble light. So littl e Ito cflme to Sl ~pton, end was soon e 
greet fBvouri te. He was E1lso ce.:peble of [Ill sorts of strenge tricks. 
much to the discomfort of one Birling . generelly known es "Tho Lubber", 
and oth ers of his kind. 

An unusuel f eeture ebout Sla:pton wrs that they pl1:•y0d Rugger inste 8c 
of Soccer, end th e st0ries conteined somo very good descriptions uf gflmeE 
under the hendling code• I 

The usual vill age wes 0f'kford 9 but it E'p-pears w heve boen three 
miles from the school. There was also, of cours e, a riv er, but I heve I 
been unabl e to trece its neme. 

Dr. BE•lshaw wes the Headmaster end one of th e masters Mr. J Bynes. j 
In "His First Term" the boys got int o conflict with Sir Jasper 

PophBm, a loc el l1mdowner, but th ey let er b.Jcf.ime gre('t fri ends. 
It is int eresting t o note thet not long ego the Slrpton stories wer 

re-published in severt=1l v.olumes of excell ent E'-PIP Br f'nce by Letimer House 
Ludgate Hill. Coll ect ors who have seen t hem were quite impress ed,' end 
epparently the stori es h1:ve stopd the test of tim e . It is something 
unusu8l for s eriels which appeered in e boys' weekly to be giv on the 
dignity of stiff covers over forty yeers l et er. 

-oOo-

Cn.LCROFT 

The Calcroft stories were writt en by Si.dney Drew. Thore were not 
e greet many of them, but th ey were spr efld over e ~eri od of about twenty 
years. The first ? 8 serial, "Kings of Ccilcr oft" started just befor e th(~ 
end of the id . seri es Boys' Friend in 1901. .Another wf's 11St eunch Chums 
at Celcroft" in the "Boys' Hareld" in 1905 9 end Pnother "For Ferne end Fe1~e", 
Boys' Realm, 1907. There were probebly othe r s8riels end the school 
cert einly came to lif o egflin in e seri es of complGt e st ories in tbe . 
Mervel r ound ebout 1920. And 9 so:r.ietime fl little eerlie r Sexton Bl ake 
end Tink er had some f'dvontures th er e . 

As was usual with Sidn ey Drew's sch ool st ories 9 th ose of Celcr ift 
were mllinly r obust , slepstick humour, with occesiom11l y e sp1rnm of 
advunture and e s l ight touch of sentim ent. The humour depended upon 
th e old st and-by , ri v£ilry betw een the juniors. .'.i.t Cslcr of t 9 t 1) 0 9 it WF} 

another cese of tim e stflnding still whore most of the ·nein l eading 
oheracters wer e conc ern ed . 

Lion el Fen e wes the l eader of one fection of the Celcr of t Third , 
1:·nd supportin g him were Menners (nickn cmed The- Corps e ), Pye end Bindley. 
So f er as "Kings of CC1lcroft" wes conc erned th e opposition wes led by 
Herold Hilward, backed by Heik, Serg ent end Raffel. F1me end his men · 
invariflbly h:.:d th8 best of it. 

In "Steunch Chums 1:1t Celoroft" Hil w1;1rd hfld gone £Ind 1? new boy cflll e 
Bre:indeth , one of t hose dec eptiv ely engc,lic-looking 9 butt or wouldn't melt 
in his mJuth typ e , took his plrce, mflking fl worthy foe f or Fene . 

Th1:: village bore the ssme m:ime as the school end wes m.ar the se e , 
E>nd !:lgein th ere wes th E: river -to eneble someone 's life t o be seved. 

"For Ferne end F£>ne" brouglht two more new boys, Rrm1mdr£1 .:i.rput Jel, 
who joined up wit h Fene & Co. 

9 
, i:ind ..:J.phonse de Bompet , who was t£iken up 
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by the rivel cf'mp. Cunoil€, the 500 boys 0f C~lcroft there were Plso e 
couple of Jer;>s end a Turk. 

Sidney Drew Wf. s fond of curious n ,-.mes for some of his ch r ra.cters, 
Ta:iks E1nd Tooter 9 for instance, old s e lts end servents of .:...dmirel Sir 
Bleke Berbt"ry. There wes Plso e Mr. Peddle. ·~ meeter who WPS often 
in trouble wes .Mr. Pycr oft. 

The Calcr oft st ories hed their sup~orters 9 but I cPnnot say they 
ever left me longing f or the next instelment. 

- oOc-

Vell, there 9 sketchily, ere P few of the sch ools ,;1hich figured 
prominently in the golden yeers of boys' weeklies. There were hundreds 
more f or in those deys no peper dev oted to seriels would heve drePmed of 
appeering without one concerning the world of sch ool. There wes 
Renthorpe, f or instence, P kind of twin t o Celcroft f'nd F"bout which three 
seriE ,ls for r e ['rs ons were written by Sidney "Drew. "RivE1ls vf 11.i:"nthorpe" 
a.nd "The Lr.de of Lflngt on's House" (Big Budget) F<nd "That Terribl e Term" 
(Boys' Leeder). 

Then mn1y old-timers will have hPppy memories of Specs. ' Co ( ' S-pecs 1 )_ 

WElS e demure-l ooking youth cDlled Teddy -rickfi el d) uhich P ,pea red in 
Pluck et the seme time es the St.Jim's end '1ycliffe st ories and concerned 
Izyncroft Sch ool. 'l'hey ,vere written by H. Clarke Hook 9 son of the more 
femous S. Clerke Hook • 

.!... shorter series in those deys tthe n "Pluck" WPS Pt its best told of 
Brian Donoghue of Greystoke. They wer e written by Le'!ll.S Hockley Eind 
were fine stuff. 

Of the sch ools whic h mede e fleeting E''JpePrf1nce in just one s eriBl 
( or in e fe r. instflnces two ) end h eerd nf no more ? one could fill pe ges 
E•nd peges. Th E.r G '11'es the long tine v i th the theme of the , in the 
beginning, pe rsecuted working-cless \oy sent t oe greet public school. 
To neme e f ew et r andom: "Shunned by the Sch ool"; "Th e Sch ool ~ig1:inst 
Him"; end "The Sno\s of the Sch col"; <:·11 by Henry St .John in th e Boys' 
Friend; "Berred by the School" ny l~ertin Shew (Boys I Reelm)3 11The Drudg e 
of Dr flycott School" ( Boys' Friend) by II-:-,nry T. J 0hnso n, end "Despised by the 
Sch ool" (Boys' Herf'ld) written by .u11drew Gr f.Jy. 

Other gr r,fld yf.;rns uhich come cr owding t 0 mind quicker th an I cfln 
write were peerless ])r•vid Goodwin's "F orest er of St.Osyth's (:Boys' Refllm), 
"The Terror of the Remove"; "The:: Ced of St .Cor t on ' st' end 1'Smythe the 
Cortonien"; all in the Boys I Her e ld. Mor e by tbd 'Pr c,lific school 
st Jry writer, Honry St.J chn in "Th e Defence of Dr,n es cliff e"; 11,(ingswell 
Coll ,age" (Boys ' Friend) r nd "Th.e Milliom 1ire's Son" in the Boys ' ner lm • 
.Lnd, one must not f orget those two fin e st L,ries by Cherles He .. •il ten in 
l' luck - "The Riv al s of St.Kit's" f'nd "The Secr et of st; Jinifred 1 s". 

S0 fer in this l engthy r evi ew I heve confined myself ( ,ii t h the s ole 
exception of th e Rrnthorpe st ories ) t o th J se ~hich epperred in the 
1..malgemrted .,.?ress pe-pers. This bec E>use I knew them b est. :8ut ilhere 
were, cf ccurs e, legions of ot he rs, doz en s in "Chums" <'lone during its 
long life, t o s£•y nothing of th e B.O. P . t:nd th e Vict .:,rian pepers like 
"Boys of Engltind" r nd the "Boys 1 ',o rld". 

ThJ 11.ldine Co. did not S'Jeci el is e in school st ,ries 9 but there were 
some in th 8ir Diemond Librery including Kettle & Co. end on- r ec e lls 
"Tom Br ooke of Beycliffe" end "Th o Berring-Out r t Beycliffe" by 
:.lee G • .Peers on in "Tru a Blue". 
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Jemes Henderson's Nugget Librery hed its Tufty & Co. end TrApps, 
Holmes & Co. gr ve TE1ffy Llewelyn & Co~ of Blflckmineter School ) e short 
run in the VE>nguerd. Conspicuous in Hulton's "Boys' Mflgozino" for quit, 
e time ~ere tha boys of St.Gideon's. 

1.nd, oh yes, th ~re wfls thflt unique story "The School Bell" by 
John Edmund Fordwych in "Chips", unique bccfluse it wee ~he only one on 
record written round e humble boerd school. 

5ch oolst Schoolet legions of them. They hPve F'll pessed into 
th e ehedows now, but to the elder generetion heppy memories remain. The 
stories were not gre!lt li terflture but wha.t metter thflt. Thoy gE>ve us e 
hefllthy thrill for en honest penny, end heppily aweiting the next 
instelment. 

GREY FRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUAL 

NOTES: 

A list of the long and short stories by Charles Hamil­
ton and E.S.Brooks which appeared in this Annual during its 
run from 1920 to 1941 inclusive, compiled with the assist­
ance of several collectors including Messrs.Wilson, McFar­
lane, Corbett, Vosper, Thompson and Shaw. This book was 
originally entitled "THE HOLillAY ANNUAL11 but in 1921 the 
word 11GREYFRIARS11 was added , The price from 1920 to 1933 
inclusive was 6s.Od per volume and from 1934 to 1941 in­
clusive 5s.Od per volu100. Several st ories were reprints 
from the "MAGNE·T" and the "GEM" as shown. 

1920: 
Grey friars •• 
Grey friars • • 
Grey friars . • 
Greyfriars • • 

Greyfriars •• 
Rookwood • . 
St . J i.m 1 8 •• 

1921: 
Grey friars •. 
Gre yfriars . • 
Greyfria'ra .• 
Rookwood 
St. Jim's •• 
St. Jim' a •• 

*** 

A Cliff House Comedy • • . • 
Against All Come rs • . . . 
Billy Bunter's Bike • • . • • • 
Fighting for His Honour •. 
(Reprint of Magnet No.175 - Driven from Sch­
ool ; also reprint of No.174 - A Schoolboy ·1 s 
Honour). . • • .. . • 
Ructions at Greyfriars . . • . • • • Ricals of Rookwood School 
The Wandering Schoolboy . . .. . . . . 
A Night Alarm . • . . 
Billy Bunter's Butler .. • • . .. 
MJ, Tour of Greyfriars.. •• •• . . 
Jim.my S.ilver's Rival . • • • • • 
All Gussy ' s Fault • . • . .. • • 
The Master's Secret - or Ho~ Tom Merry came 
to St . Jim's. (Reprint of i-d Gem No.11, Tom 
Merry at St . Ji.m's; also No.13, Tom Me!Ty 'a 
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By Eric Fayne 
The Rio Kid join ed the "POPULAR" in th e first month of the yeer 

1928. The stories of the Boy Outlew of the Rio Grande were the only 
ones which were new in the whole history of this paper whose pages were 
always devoted to the r e-prints of pcist successes. 

Not only wee the Kid El new chi:=1recter,- he was unique. Western yarns 
or western films probably do not enjoy a gr eet popularity in this country. 
The mi:=,in thing to be said in th eir fElvour is thet they are cleen , - sex 
never rears its ugly heed in the Wild West, Elpperently. 

But I think thet many herdened £Inti-Westerners must heve been con­
verted by the Kid. Not th at th ere have ever been,- either before or 
since,- arzy-Western yarns of the same tingling quelity as those of the 
Boy Outlaw, or eny Western ohElracter of the same suitle chElrm es the Rio 
Kid. 

For these stori es r ang true. They were geogr ephicelly exBCt to the 
last doteil; the oherecters lived; th er e WPS never a false moment with 
the dialogue; the lezy SpPnish atmosph0re of Texas wee blended right 
into th o heElrt of the stori es. E'very single story in the entire series 
had en origin el ~lot which wes skilfully developed under the hot Western 
sunshine. A re eder felt th [•t they ·,vere writt en by some cowboy who hed 
wandered away from th e r enges,- some puncher who hf'd dropped his lariat 
and taken up the pen. 

RALPH REDWfil 
It is r Pth er remerka.ble thet there wer e so mpny r eBders who did not 

realise th at Martin Clifford wes Frflnk Rich erds, f'nd th at Fr c,nk Richerds 
wee OWen Conquest, end th at ell were Cherles Hemilton who hed written 
the eerly St.Jim's teles in PLUCK. 

But th e Rio Kid wes fl cherBot EJr flpflrt. The stories wero gems 
without perBllel. 

The Ceder Creek tPles, delightful though th ey ,~er e , hed fin English 
flevour. '!Jven some of th e plots hAd th eir counterperts et St.Jim's 
and Greyfri ars. Vihen Jiillll\Y Silver , or Tom Merry, or th e Bounder went 
to th e Wild West th e Dnglish fl evour was elwPys th 8re. The scene WEIS 
like th At set on en English theatre stege; th e diPlogu e s eemed to be an 
Englishmen's id ea of how cowboys would talk. 

But the Rio Kid was reel. The dielogue wes r eE'll. Tho rolling 
pr eiri es end th e wide rivers were re el. 

When I l ~erned that Relph Redway was none other than our old friend, 
Char lee Hamil ton, I hed the surpris & of my lif e , Emd my edmiretion for 
this omazing writer reeched its zenith. Much has been written of th e 
genius of Cherles HE1mil ton. His greetest genius is to be found in th e 
Rio Kid stories , which not even e keen stu dent of his work coUld trece 
to the pen of an Englishme.n who hes nover visited Americe . 
THE BEGINNING THM' W~-i.SN'T 

The Rio Kid first epperr ed in the POPUL.':.R d~ted Je nuery 21st 1928, 
and numb(;red 469. The Kid wes th en 1:1n outlE"w. He had been kicked out 
of the Doublo Ber Rench flt Frio by Rench er Dcwnoy for some crim u which 
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he denied. 1:-fuet h o Wl:' S suppoeod -to h e.re don e we wore n ever reAJ ly t.oJ d. 
But he wes innoc ent. We wer e· ss ur cd J f that. Something s eemed to be 
missing h c.:r e . It Wfls es if fl few stori es hed bo~m omitted a t the com-
mencement of e series. 

We were n ev er told his ectuel Bg e Ho '·l PS cel l c.d th e "Boy" outlaw, 
but the t erm "boy" cr ·n cover E' multi tudo of sins l:'nd fln fls sortment of 
ages. From I:' close study of th e stori0s, it cen be Bssumed that ho was 
something just under tw enty. 

His neme? We never r ec1lly kn e,,. ~'.B th o s orios w...,nt on, h e cell ed 
himself Kid Ce.rfex, but [S th e Kid hims~lf of t 0n sflid, p eople c e ll th em­
selves by many m tmes in the iJild "lost. 

His grey must eng,- E·s br ev e rn th o Ri d himsdf ,- wes Sidekicker. 
Th e Kid WEIS something of fl dflndy in .his dress. Ho e lwflys wore , b c:nd 
of silver nugg ets round his h r t, 2nd th o neck sc E'rf Has of pure silk. 
~ut he carried two w0lnut-buttcd guns in low holst ers Pt hi s sidG , and 
we knew of th ~ littl e Derringer pistol whic h he rlwo ys hrd in hi s pocket. 

Derk end desp erat e wer8 th 0 teles told of th e Rio Kid , t hrough ell 
the cattle country fllong th e Rio Grflnd e end th e Pe cos. Boy in y oers, 
hr rd-bitt en mE'n in ell &ls e , cool Pnd dering flnd dcs-perete, quicker on 
th e drE<w th E,n eny punch er on th e r rmges, or any gunmen of th e riv er cemps 
th e Kid's lif e had b oen E t e l eof denger E'nd hflzf1rd ov er sinc u th 0 day 
when he h f1d pull ed out from th e Double Ber ~nd become en outc r st. 

That wv s how Rel ph Redwey introduc ed us to his new cher flcter who Wfls 
to grec a th o p Dges of th e POPUL..',R f or s uv or E'l years to come . 

SOUTH TEX..iS 
'The s eri es opene d in South Texes, f'nd we met J eke '7E•tson , th o Sherif 

of Frio, th e town n ea r the: Doubl e Ber Rench. Ho Ppp eer ed from tim G to , 
tim e in the s ori os, on occ es ions when th o YJ.d's tr ev ols too k him towerds 
his old homu. 

THE TR'...IL OF THE KID 
The Kid I s wrmderings took him from Taxes to Mexico ; thence to 

.Lrizon a; on to Nevedc; into Wyoming; t nrough th ~ foothills of th e 
RockiE-s ; to Nt.:.w Mexico. H3 cF1me tr r iling back to Tuxes, visited 
Mexico Pgr,in, find fim 1ll y roflch ed Holl ywood. Some of th e storiE.s, four-
ch Ppt er aff .::iir s, bl-nded tog ethe r into one s vri es; othe rs w.1r e s ingle 
stories , tind mc1ny of th E:m w.cr e delightful. Of th e single stori os, in 
which th e plot Wf'S complde in one i ssue, one cf th o best ''l'! S "Th e Bully 
of Solt Lick" 9 in which the Kid took on J ef f Bl :.:-ke, gunmPn Pnd Bully, 8nd 
s .::1v ed th e lif e of a plucky youngst er who WP S no mntch for t ho brut e . 

LL.::.NO ".JST . • c_· .. :oo 
Somo of th " 1-l"rly y , rns wor e sot on thd Ll c1no Estecado. 1',. strf'ng e 

neme for v strf'ng e l Pnd, exp lcim .d RElph R d,'fly . googrl'lphicElly f'c cur Pte 
f'S t:lweys . In the old dE'ys, when th o Spe ni r rd s h1.,ld fill th o wild South 
West, a tr t·il h rd run e cross t he high t r bl o-l r nd, from T.JxEJs to Srnt c Fe 
in New Mexico, but s l:'nd end du::it bl ot ted out th o tr r ck, end whi t cnod bon 0 
in th e des ert told wher ~ tr c1v el l er s hPd lost t h&ir wcy. '..nd than gr oflt 
wooden st E'kes hed be on set up flt r 8gu l 3r in tc rv f'ls to mArk the trf'il. 
Long sinc e hed the st E1kes rott ed awc:y,- veni sho d , li ke t he SpF•nish con­
qu 1::1rors who h E·d s et th em up. But t he n f'mv 1 em9in --d. The.: StE'ked Ple in, 
or LlPno Es t Ecc1do,in th e musicrl t ongue of the ol d conqu arors. 
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GOIJ) 
In Mt:iy 1928 crme the most brilliEJnt s __ ries in 8 brilliE>nt s&ries. 

Thu Kid beceme possessor of fl gold-mine in :'lrizona. Ho tried to work 
the Gembusino mino Pt Los Pinos, but found himself in conflict with the 
big mining compcrzy-, the nrizone ConsolidEJted, who tried every underhend 
device to make him give up his mine. Fim •lly, the Kid blew up his own 
mine, with the aid of Reirzy-Fece, the A.pecho IndiPn. 

But, with the aid of Reiey Fvce, the Kid 0':1ptured Eli Robinson, th o 1 presid ent of the Consolidf 1t ed , Pnd, under the threet of being l eft to thq 
tender mercies of the .'1.peches, Robinson p.:dd ono hundred thousand dollPr 
for the wreck of the mine. · This series ren to eight storios,and it wes 
th e very best of ell the t8les of the Kid, which is svying e mouthful, 
es the Kid himself would heve said. In pessing, this series was re­
published in the Boys' Friend Library under the title "The Rio Kid's 
Gold Mine." 
NEVIJ).J. 

The Kid, with his wealth in his pocket, wE::nt north of the Grand 
Canyon of the Colorado 9 heeding for Nevede. Here, he f ell in love, and 
evc;m thought of settl i.ng dovm with e wife. Fortunr.itely for rcElders, 
:Miss JE1net' s fience turned up, f•nd the Kid turned out on the treil once 
eg1:·in. 

THE SP .RSHCYrTS 
By mid..J'uly . 1928, the Kid wvs in Montane. with the intention of 

hitting the sh~ep country. The Kid, like every true cowmen, heted shee , 
end ell they stood for - the bi:r'iod-wiro f ,mces find tho o~ten-up renge. 
In his own country of Texes he had s een mvny e wide Llano , once a se8 of 
tossing horns, turned into en ocean of woolly' b~cks. But h ~r c , in I 
Wyoming, it wes not his country, end if th ey raised ~heep it wee no 
business of his. But the Kid soon found himself mixed up in r· dispute 
betwe::en cowmdn and sheepmen, with the Stf'rbuck bunch. ! .. thrilling 
st:rias which ren through .· .. ugust. 

TR..JLING B..'...CK 
Meeting thrilling Pdventures sll th e wey, the Kid came trailing bee, 

through the Rocki es c1nd New Mexico, into Texfls. 
The shining waters of the Rio Frio tmd the green rolling pleins of 

Texas celled to the Rio Kid -- and although th ere were countless enemies 
weiting him thare, the Kid trfliled bPck to his own country. Thore, in 
Frio, the Kid found that there was e Thous1:1nd Dollers rowerd for his 
ceptur e, deE·d or r live. 

Now c ' tu\.. a brilliant set of stories, in which Chief Mrny PonL,s 
f ,,atured. Thcrt:1 hPd b::en P time when th e old .:i.peche1s nem~ hed eccorde 
with his est ate. .'.i. chief, th o son of a chief, he had owned mrny -ponies 
mvey buffalo robes, rnd meny braves hfld follo wed him on the Wf:lr trl"il. 
The old hunting-grounds of Chi ef Many Ponies wore rBnch lands now. "Th.er 
his brrves hed ridden in wer-peint end f0athers, the cowboy punchers 
rode th e range; long-horned cows grezed where countless buffPlo&s hfld 
roamed. Chid Meny Ponies, now f' vPgrf'nt outcest . fell foul of Sheriff 
R tson of Frio, emd, in r eveng e , bo"Uild tho Sheriff, lik(;) Mezeppl:'; to the 
beck of f' horse 11hich he turned edrift in the desert. Tho Kid vvent 
efter the Sheriff, end flfter many breEJthloss f'dv.:mtures, r es cued his 
anemy. - .1. megnificent ··1estern ser1es. 
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Tilli RIO K1J) Is CHRISTM~ 
Th~r e wes r ein in th e Hueces - Vfi.nter rein - nd bitter wind. On 

thct stormy ave of Christm as th e boy outlew of the Rio GrPndo wes e he.rd 
cese. The Kid came on a "n est er's" shack, - 1:1 nest er being e se.ttler, 
euparently,- end th e Kid rode forty miles to Cow Crossing, by t he wild est 
ond hardest trail . in the ,Yest of Texas, to f etch Doc Pig eon to th e Nester s 
sick wife. He l eft the Doc et th e sheck on Christmes morni:ng9 with 500 
doll ars as e gift for the sick woman. 

That r.ight, in e fer canyon of the lon ely Huoces, rs the dusk of 
Christmas fad ~d into night , the sters oeme out of a velv ety sky , end 
glimmered down on the Rio Kid, rolled in his bl 0 nkets, sl eeping peece­
fully es e child. 

TBE KID Nr SE!i 
Tho Kid hed now baen in the POPUL '.R. for exe.ctly e yeer 9 and he beg?n 

his second yeer 8 S e punch er on th o Sempson r anch in th o San Pedro count 
8 hundr ed mil es from Frio end Sheriff '.tfltson. From here , the Kid was 
shenghei ed, beceme e sailor, wes seasick, end hed a hard time from the 
rop a 's end, befo;re he ev .. ntually turn ed th e te1l es on th e vil11:1inous 
C€:ptain Sheck. 

TRJLING ON 
Through th e spring [•nd eorly summer of 1929 1 mDsterpiec e follow ed 

masterpiec e , es th e Kid, beck in Mexico, starr ed in adventure eft er nd­
v enture. By mid-Summer he was bac k in Texas, Pnd we f ound him 9 once 
again befri ended by Chi ef ll!sny Poni 0s, ectu vlly joining t ho ~pach o band, 
to escvpe from Mule Kick Hell of the TexE"'s Rangers. "Th~·t 1:1 sup erb film 
this gr eet story would have mode , with its cowioys Pnd Injuns end. Texee r 

REJngers. 

T BE L:lZY II O" 
In th e autumn , th e Kid bought th o Lezy "0" r Pnch, E·nd in nin e power­

ful stori ~s we were told how he tri ed to l ead th e p oeceful and l ew­
sbiding lif e of e r e.ncher. And when th e Kid at lr-·st hed to t ek o th e 
tr eil 8gein, owing t o th e persist enc e of th e Texas Rengers, the boss gPve 
th e r [inch t o his "bunch". Fer f:wr:iy from t he L8zy O, 1:1 rid er in gofltskin 
chaps, with a bend of silver nig 5ets round his St etson end t wo long­
barr elled walnut-butt ed guns in his holster s , rode a tr eil in th e 
chaparr al. The Rio Kid, r Pncher no long er, once more th 0 outl ew of th e 
Rio GrE}nde . 

CHRISTM.:S :t:G_.lIN 
It wes bitt er wint er weE"'ther ~ in meny e drift on th e r ~nges 

cattl e froz e , end up in the rugged Rueces t he snow wes st acked in every 
gully, and gulch, r nd flrroyo. It wes going to be e hE'rd Christm es in 
th e upl c·nds of th e cow country,- f'nd it wfls her e t hot th e Rio Kid s~ved 
the life of an old enemy, Mike J ·edwin. This st ory, "Th~ Tr eil in th e 
Snow''9 wes r e- print ed in e Holid ay Annual • 

.:J. f ortnight lE1ter came "The Rio Kid's Christmas Gift", e story in 
which th 0 YJ.d pl [yed Sent a Cleus. A novel 2nd f ascin atin g story which 
s.lso appeared in e Holid?y Annufll. 
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BLACK GEORGE 
At the beginning of January, 1930, exactly two y ears aft er th e Kid 

had first E1ppeered in th e POPUL.iill, ceme th e "Black Georg e" se ri es , or f' 
negro bandit. He was f ound afterwards to be e whit e man in disguis e , 
nnd six yarns p·assed before the bandit was brought to justice. This fine 
ta.l e c:1pp0er ed in the Hoya I Fri end Library. 
YUBA DICK 

In Mid-February, "The Rio Kid I s New Pal" wes YubF.J Dick, an i nvet er ot e 
gambler. It was en expensive friendshio for th e Kid, but entert aining 
for th e reader. 

M.i.'iliCH 19 30 
"The Man from Montenr" told of Colon el S8nderson Bnd ' th ,e S8.crific e of 

· th e Kid, who too~ on his own shoulders th e bl ame for th e crim e of th e old 
man's wayward son. 

·APRIL 1930 
By this tim e , th e POPUL.Ml was in deep wat ers, but th e Kid WE'.S going 

strong in ·e fine s eri es of a white boy who h8d been brought .up f'mong the 
tp ache India.n..9. The Kid wes now cerryin g th e POPUI/ ffi on his own should er 
fo~ th e west ern st ory was now the on~y it am worth r eadin g l eft in the 
p8per . But, with "The Ri o Kid I s Q,uest", which e.ppear ed at th e end of 
~pril, the Kid l eft th e POPUL.:\R, · and one f elt th at th o end wes in si ght 

J for th Bt fin e pap er . 

THE ICJJ:jl S REI'URN 
But, at th e and of July 1930, th e Kid cBme back in f' s eri es which 

l est ed 13 weeks , in which he bGcf'mu Sheriff of Plug Hat, flnd ht:1.d maey 
adventures bef or ~ he was driven back to th e outl aw tr ail. , 

Fer away fr om Plug Hat, by~ lon ely tr ail, th e Ri o Kid r ode th e gr e:}.. 
musteng. Sheriff no long er. It hed be}3n c1 good gflme whil e it last ed, '. 
but it was over. But th o Kid still had his guns F.Jnd his must ang , t:1nd a '. 
high hGert, ~md th e world was before ;him. ' With t hE:se words 9 Re lph Rcdwey . I ' said good-by e t o th e Popular. · 

So , for thr oe yeRrs, fr om eerly 1928 . till th e eutumn of 1930, th e 
Rio YJ.d rod e th e r enges in th e POPULAR. :Durin g th et ti me t her o wes not 
one week story in the entir e series, and th e maj ority of tli 8m wer e brilli A 
The succ ess of th e Kid was due to his cflr efr ee outl ook on lif e , plus his 
deep hunwni ty. Not t o montion the music al queli ty of t he words used t o 
t ell th e st ori es,- th e lilting phr eses which had t he seme eppes l os th e 
lyrics of a song. 

THE KID IN "MODERN BOY" 
But th at was not quit e the end. Exnctly seven years l flt or , when 

th e Modern Boy was l osing the rrc e in th e popul erity st eke s , th e Edit or 
announc ed th et "The Ri o Kid Rid es i\gein" · as · t o E'1)pi:) cir in t h?t f emous 
pnper. So th e Boy Outl aw mede his app eerimce once agein, Bn.d his tr [lnd 
new adventures wer e told week by week by Relph Redway fr om Sept ember 19,7 
until Februeiry 1938 in "Modern Boy". 

1...lthough I hBve novor consid er ed th et this l Rtest seri es was of th e 
same very high quBlity which had mork ed th e J<:id st ori es in tho POPUL.'..R, -
and r eading th em 1;1gain in pr eper etion f or this Prticl e , I still f eel th e 
same About th em,- theY, wer e , neverth el ess,_, excell ent y arns , £lnd nothing better ever eppt:wred in "Modern Boy", et .Lee st. 
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GOOD-BYE TO THE KID 

Ib September 18th, 1937, in No.502 of th et p(•per, th 1:J Kid mr:de his 
bow in Modern Boy. Thl:.l first s 0riee , e long one of 13 st vries, told of 
huw he became foremen of the Lezy S rench et Leri~t, end much excitement 
prevailed before he wee fleeing egein from ~fule Kick H~ll of the Rengers. 

A second s eries, "The tio Kid in Hollywc:od" stPrted in No .515, t>nd 
ren for 9 stories. The Kid wee out c>f his element here. Judged by 
the stPndard of the rest of the series, it wes dis pppointing. So, on 
Februa .ry 12th, 1930, th e Kid del)erted,- f or good this time, though not 
for our gcod. Modern. Boy, cilready in deep we t ars, ?nnounced e complete 
change of policy which mp.y be commented upon when thet paper is enAlysed 
some time. 

WE MISS TEE KID 
With the pessing of the Rio Kid, a gflp was left which hes never bee? 

filled. Of their type, nothing better then th ese stories eppeered in 
any paper. BecE·use h;;, played the lead in every story, Elnd his chf'.rf'loteJ 
wes so consistently meinteined by tho unfailing skill of e greet writer, 
the Kid endeared himaalf to the reeder. 

He becemo e person al fri end. When we lost the Kid , I f $lt thrt I 
should never agein meet e cheracter who could cherm the passing hours es 
he could. 

!uld I never h~vet 

( NCY.rE - I hE•v o e shrewd euapicion. thet, htivi:og r e?.d this f PsoinE·ting r evi~ of the cereer of tho R1o K1d, tnose of-you who lied not reed the 
atories ·w111 hav b a longing to do so. .\nd, f or that metter, those who 
knew him will probably wish to renew ecqueintence. You m~y find it 
easier to get the st ories published in the Boys' Fri end Library. Here 
then, for your ienefit , is e list of them. - H.L.) 

Boys' Friend Librery, 2nd Series:- 266, The Rio Kid; 275, The Rio 
Kid's Gold Mine; 283, The Rio Kid's Revenge; 306, The Rio Kid et BAy; 
317, The Rio Kid's Enenzy-; 335, The Six-Gun Outlew; 356, The Rio Kid's 
Return; 370, The Rio Kid, Sherfff; 403, The Kid from Te:x:r.s; 471, The 
OUtlew Kid; 487, Tho Rio Kid in Mexico; 566, The Rio Y.id; 569, The 
Rio Kid's Gold Mine; 578, The Outlaw Renger; 585, The Rio Y,.id At Bey; 
590, The Rio Kid's Enell\Y; 593, The Six-Gun Outlaw; 601, The Rio Kid's 
Revenge; 606, The Rio Kid, Sheriff; 6099 The £id from Texas; 
693, The OUtlew Kid. 

It will be seen th Dt from No.566 the st ori es wer e re prints of the 
earlier ones. 

WANTED: "Sexton Blake Library", 1st & 2nd Series only. 
Serial Numbers and price required to L.Packman, 27, Archdale 

·Road, East Dulwick, London, S.E.22. 

WANTED: AJ.l •Boys' Friends" and "Nelson ~es" - 1915 on­
wards. Lists to M. Johnson, 164, Amesb1.1ry Avenue, Streat­
ham Hill, London, S. Vw·. 2. 

I 
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St~o & DeLLvet 
By Charles 1:1right j 

The Highwaymen (snd women) in general, and Dick Turpin in psrticula , 
seem to have played quite a large part in the history · of boys' peri odicals. 
Praotica .lly every publisher, well known or obscure 9 has had a tinger in 
the juicy and very often bl oodthirsty highwayman pie. I should think 
Turpin alone has made more money f or the purveyors of youthful literature 
through the medium of his name thlh he ever made for himself by lifting 
purees and other trifles fr om the unf ortuna.tes on whom he best owed hie 
nocturnal attentions. The highwaymen were very mobile, usually owning 
a very fleet horse, and after st opping the cumbersome coa-0h and robbing 
the occupants, were many miles away bef ore th e auth orities could even be 
informed. The lack of adequate banking systems often caused large eume 
in gold to be transp orted fr om place t v place through the medium of the 
stage or private coach which was usually easy meat f or th e gentlemen of 
the road. 

What is the fascinati on of the Highwaymen t o the youth of the last 
120 years? Easy money? Picturesqu e cl othes? The fr ee and easy life 
of the road? or th e thrills and exc:!t ement of th eir life? - 'Who can say: 
But whatever th e r eas on, th er e is no doubt th at a good many f ortunes have 
been drawn one way or another from th e pockets of the youthful admirerere 
of High Toby. The names themselves have a certain fascination. Dick 
Turpin, Claude Duval, Sixteen String J ack, Tyburn Dick, Swift Nick , 
Ca1>ta.in Crimson etc. The ladi es ere r epresented t oo with May Turpin, 
Starlight Nell - Queen of th e Highwaymen, Gall oping Gloria Gale, etc.; 
th ese are just e f ew of th e names that heve eppeered thr ough the yesrs. 

The police of th e period - the Bow Street Runners, s eem t o have be~ 
used by the authors t o supply a littl a comic r elief here and th ere, 
invarisbly being portr ayed as dens e and stupid, but a study of th e times 
show us th at in r eal ity th ey did a good j ob of work 9 as witness the gr eai 
number of highway gentry that were caught and hanged. The inns and 
taverns were great pleces for the highwaymen t o grther inf ormation of 
valu able cargoes to be transp orted , and the ostlers wer e always treated 
with great g~ner osity both f or th e inf ormati on th ey passed on end th e 
car e t hey took of th e horses which were th e highwayman's most valuable 
possession, end th er e is no doubt the1t a highwryman str anded afoot for 
any l ength of time soon became a dead highwayman . 

The highwaymen ware, acc ording to the old "Bl vods", el ways deshing 
and handsome, end as the old coloured covers will t estify 9 c:lweys 
dressed in superb cl othes with hendsome silver-mounted pistols. ] 'hoever 
heard of an ugly or shebby highwayman? Perish th e t hought 9 end when they 
were eventu elly caught and lodged in Newget e th ey ususlly cut e fine 
figure to the admiration (or so we are t old) of the other pris oners, and 
th e numerous visitors who used t o come t o s oe this or th at f amous knight 
of the road who had for so long been e th orn in the side of authority. 
When the day errived for th em tu pay their debt to the law t he route fr on 
Newgate to Tyburn was elways well guarded by tr oops t o ~r event EJ. rescu e 
from his msny fri ends, end 1elled vendors usu clly did e thriving trade 
in selling "His Lest Words" long before he ev cm r eAched the scen e of his 
turning off. 
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The p8pers that published stories of the highwaymen rre legion, end we will remark on some of them, and it will eppeer thrt D1ck Turpin is the, fa.vourite. Numorous es are the st ori es r omerked -.;n here it is by no means complete. 
In · 1837 ':l. H. Ainsw6rth published his "Rookwood" which had Dick Turpin as one of the contrel characters, often e.ppeering as Jack Pelmer. This work wes a success and would seem to heve set the feshion for the 

spete of Highweyman publications that followed. 
In 1840 eppeered "Dick Turpin", published by Thos. 'fu it e i~ 41 

numbers, th e outhor heing Henry Tuiiles, end in 1841 R. Mecdonald published "Criminel .Annels of Highw8ymon" in 35 numburs. In 1850 eppened 8 12-number issue of "Night HPwks of London" or "Tho Noble Highwr.ymen end th e Miser's Dcughter" published by the Newsegents .Pub. Co. The title of 
this work is elmost B story its elf. 18~1 srw "CAut1:1in Hewko t l::e Gellen~ I Highweymen" in 66 Nos. Pnd published by E . Lloyd. In 1853 E . Lloyd else published in 162 Nos. "Peul Clifford" or "Hurrah for the Reed" . In 1856 
e version of "Dick Turpin's Ride to York" wes published in 9 Nos. by Geo. Purk~ss, and else "Gentlemfln Jc1ck" or "Life on tho Rofld" in 205 nos. by E. Lloyd, F<nd "Cl aude Duval th o Deshing Highw[lymen" in 202 nos., E>lso by E. Lloyd. In 185,:;; wr s publishod by 'Jm. Clak "Dick Turpin" • This was, I beli eve , anuther version of th o Dick Turpin published by 'Jhite in 1840. 1860 S8W "Turpin cmd Bess" i:,ublis hod by E. Ho8d and sub-titled 
"A. Romance of the Rovd". Tho cover of Nu.l ddpicts Turpin leeping over e toll gete much to tho consternation of the k~eper, with a posse coming 1:•long behind. Round About this p,.::riod W8S puhlished "Starlight Nell, 
Queen of th e Highwaymen" or tho "Scar let Riders of Hounsl ow Hda.th" by 
the Tta:mple Pub. Co. in 48 Nos. In 1862 H. LcE• published "N[-ln Darrell, ~ th e Highw!:'ymen1 s Deughtcr" in 12 Nos. end Geo • .Purkess issued 11C1?pt ein Mflche£1th" or the "Bold Highwt:1ymen" written by Monk Lewis in 27 Nos. 
Also in this y..,Dr appeered "Tales of Highweymc,n" by the Newsrigents Pub. Co. in 62 numbers rnd >Jas composed of thre e stories , 11C1:1-ptE:1in M2cheAth11 

or "The Bl ::ick Rider of H:iunsl ow"; "Bleck Hugh" or "The Forty Thieves of London" end "The Shedowloss Rider" or "The LePgue of th o Cross of Blood". rey goodness, whet r, pennorth f or the lads of the sixti os l J. Dicks 
followed in 1863 with "Nightshrde" or "ClEiude Duvel the ]Ashing HighwEiymE 11 

which was completed in 60 numbers. The yc2r 1864 saw th e f8mous 
"Mey Turpin 11 published by Newse.gents .Pub. Co . Only two numb,rs C'f this work fire known to exist ,c,nd were in th e col1 0cti on of the l 1:1t e Bsrry Ono Also this y t:Br saw "Tyburn Dick" or "Teke Me '"'!ho Daro" which wes pub­lished by the Hl gvrth House. He w1:.,s known fls the Boy King of the 
Highw1:1ymen end during tbe course of this public1:1tion a pl sy was given 
ewey to the readers depicting Dick Turpin's ride t o York. Harrison this year r lso issued in 35 numbers "Gentlem£1n Cliff ord" or "The Ledies' 
Highwayman" • 

In the yeflr 1866 th o Newsagents Pub. Co. ceme up smiling with 
"Moonlight Jeck King of the Road" in 30 numbers. The Hogerth House 
also rim i:1s 1:< surial 11C2ptein Dick - King of the Roed" in th eir "Boys of Bri tain 11• This stody hed Dick Turpin as the princip'-11 cherector. Tho Newsegents Pub. Co. c1lso br ought out th e s1;1me yeer in 19 numbers 
"Blt:1ck Hawke the Highwaymen" Find th e London RomancE:l Co. weighed in with 
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"Hounslow Heath imd its Moonlig}tt. Ri.dGJ.'B" in 18 nu.ml)Qra. In 1867 
eppes~ ernother of the Turpin clan, this time "Tom Turpin or Life on 
the Road" published by Herrison in 55 numbers. The y 0ar l.B6B was 
memoreble for the commE)ncement of Harrison's "Black Bess or the Knight 
of the Roed" but at least two other productions e-ppeered in that year;. 
"Sixteen String J ack, the Noble-Hearted Highweyman" in 19 numbers end 
"Tom King end Jon othan 'Jild or the D1:1ys of Young Jeck SheppardJ' both thes , 
being published by L. Ri tohie. It would c'pp &ar fr om the 11:!tter story 
thi::1t the author has mixed his periods somewhet , but this was quit e e 
common occurrenc e in e lot of these old bl oods, and the boys se emed to 
make no objection and accepted it as inclusive for their penny. 

"Black Bes~'was published by Herrison end written by Edwerd Viles. It 
is reputed t o be the longest story in the English l engucge, it is in 254 
perts ctnd ren to 2,028 pages and 1;, greet part of it wes illustra.ted by 
that fine artist Robert Prowse,Senior. There was also e sequel to this 
monumental work . "The Black Highwaymen"~ th e second series of Black Bess, 
end it rEln t o 86 numbers and appeered in 187 4. Dick Turpin in "Black 
Bess" is teamed with Tom King, Jeck Renn, bett er lmown of course es 
Sixteen String J eck, i::1nd Claude Duvel. This Duvel is, by the way, e 
nephew of the famous Cleude who danced the light f i=mtestic with [} la .dy 
whose coech he had stopped. I must confe ss to heving waded t hr ough this 
lot a coupl e of years ago Etnd it seemed t o me thet everything was thrown 
in. Turpin t akes unto himself 1:1 wife, th e pE>rson being gently persuaded 
to marry them by being placed one barrel of gunpowder withe tr ain of 
powder l uading to it. The Lord Meyor t:·nd many other notebili ti es ere 
robbed, th ey have fights with pirates end smugglers. They fight in the 
Jacobite r ebelli on of 17 45 - despite the f Pct the .t Turpin departed this 
life in 1739. They find skel etons of murdered people in empty mensions 
8nd are in and out of Newgate prison wit h monotonous regul erity, end on 
th e rare occesions they do not escepe fr om th e gaol they are rescued en 
route to Tyburn. At the end comes th o deeth of his wife Maud , end Tom 
King, then the f emous ride to York end the dewth of Bonny Black Bess, and 
finally his own cepture end deeth at York. Viles, th e reputed author of 
this story, was only 33 years old when he died and wes at one tim e th e 
editor of t he "South London Press" • ThE:.r c:, were many reprints of this 
work end with e8ch succ eeding issue the typ e , impression, end peper becDmE 
steedily worse. I have been told thet chunks of this st ory were lifted 
and publi shed i::1s e s eri el in the Big Budget. (Correct.- H.L.) 

1870 sew t ho publication of the Blue Dwarf published by Hogerth Hous, 9 

the a.uthor being Percy B. St .John, This is th e onl y work I have r eed by 
this author, but it is considered by his regular r eeders t o be fer below 
his usuc•l level. Turpin, King end S8pathiv f' th e Blue Dwarf arc the mc1in 
cheraoters , t hey have innumerable adventures not only on th eir native 
hea.ths, so to speek, but in Scot lend end Ir el£ind, 8nd !'t one poriod are 
mixed up with Red Indi Eins in America. In one picture in this work Turpi? 
is rescuing a domsel fr om a terrible fir e i::ind Sc1p8thiTe is under the 
window on E' l edder to r eceive the unconscious burd en. And in rnot her 
picture, the Dwe.rf is d~ing the rescuing end Turpin is at th e r 0ceiving 
end, so it would !'ppoar thet they took turn end turn about for the heroici. 

The Boys' Standard No.208 (New Series) st Prted 8 short serial cell ed 
the "True Story of Dick Turpin th e Famous Highweyman" in 1885, 2nd in 
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1886 "Rayner's Boys' Champion Pt:!per" publi shed t he "Schoold ~ys of Dick 
Turpin". "CDptein Mflcheath the Highwflyman of e Century sinc e" was issu ed 
in 17 numbers in 1872 by F. Hextell. Publish er Charles Fox in 1878 
brought out "Turnpike Dick" or the "St ar of th e Road" which r Bn to 60 
numbers, end in 1891 Messrs. Sully and Ford issued in 18 numbers 
"Dashing Duva.l the L1:1dies' Highwaym8n". 

Chflrles Shur ey in his "Comre.des" Vols 2-3 in 1894 had Turpin Els e 
l eading character in a story called 'n:'lild Dick". 

In th e present century th e highwaymen continu ed th eir papul ority, 
but were somewhat diluted es it were. In April 1902 th e Aldin c publis hec 
the first f our numbers of th eir Dick Turpin Librery; with covers beauti­
fully illustrated by Robert Prowse . In my humble opinion no fin er 
covers h[,ve ever eppear ed on a boys I peri odic el. The mejori ty of the 
182 numbers wer e written by Chatlton Lea, and the la.st sixty or so by 
Steph en .Agnew, two authors with contrasting styles. In th es e books 
th ere was quite G feithful band of associates; Turpin the ca.pt ein, with 
Tom King as his right hand man, N1t o 'Flynn es Irishmen with e brogu e 
one could cut with a knife , Sing Sang, e chince who poss essed a fe arsome 
blunderbus which he aff ectionetely named "Little Bill ee" and es he wes 
inclin ed to be trigger heppy it often did deadly work. Blueskin, Flick, 
Beetles and Pet ers complet ed the te am, th e l est t wo suppl yi ng t he comic 
element. B&etl es th e gigantic negro was Blways quoting f r om th e book of 
deportm ent end politeness, end J em Peters with flaming r ed whisk ers WBs 
an ex Bow Stre et Runner turned highwaymen (sh ades of G. M. Plummer). 
This library finished in 1909 end was follo wed by th e Bl ack Bess Library 
which only l Bsted for 18 numbers. The Aldin e Claud e Duva.l Libr ary was 
also start ed in 1902, running to only 48 numbers in spit e of th e nic e ~ 
Prowse illustrations and th e introduction into th e st ori es of Princ e 
Rupert, Judge Jeff eries and Colon el Blood, and in 1906 th ey went into 
the discard. Some of these st~ries were subsequently re ~rinted in the 
"Diamond Library". In 1908 the "Jester" hed Etbout 12 stories of Dick 
Turpin, and "Lot o'Fun" elso had sever al Turpin stories ebout 1909. 
The early penny numbers of "Pluck" had f1 s eries of complete stories 
fe aturing both Dick Turpin and Cl aude Duval. Bet ween the years 1908-10 
Dsvid Goodwin wrote as serisls in the Boys I Heral d "The Bl ack Mask" And 
"On Turpin's Highwey". The la.tter was e reelly fin e story and was 
reprinted I think in "Pluck", Boys' Friend end Nelson Lee Libra .ries. The 
Boys' Friend Librery hed e few Highway stories, No.623 (1st series) 
"Romance of the Roed" by Morton Pike, end 201 (2nd series)"Dick Turpin's 
Double" by John Hunter. Morton Pike el so published "CPpt ain Crimson" 
in the second series and I think this ran es e serial celled "The Red 
Felcon" in Megnets Nos. 1279-1296. 

The "Penny Wonder" in 1912 fe atured one of t he l edies in a story 
named "Galloping Gloris Gf1le Highweywoman end her wonderful bl eck horse 
Midnight". In the 1920 1 s Geo. Newnes , who had 8pper ently obt ained the 
rights from the defunct .A.ldine Co. , published the Dick Turpin Li br flry et 
3d which r an to 138 numbers and also a smell Bl eck Bess Libr 8ry at 2d, 
which went to 18 numbers, and in 1921-22 came Newnes El a.ck Bess Libr ary 
(new series) which were Magnet size et 2d, but after 38 numbers they 
fini shed. 
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The Boys' Magazine was also very fond of highwaymen stories, mostly 
about Dick Turpin. This paper,originP.ted by E. Hulton, wee afterwerds 
taken over by the Amelgemeted Press. There were of course countless 
other stories over the years, even the Boys' Own Peper end Chums never 
dis de. ined the HighwE<ymen. The Al dine Boys I Li brflry, The Boys' OWn 
Library had Highwaym~n stories, and in 1904 the Union Jeck Christmas No. 
conteined e long Highwaymen etort, end even today there is still~ pictur, 
story in the "Sun" which hPs been depicting the edventures of Dick Turpin 
Moll Moonlight lmd Tom King for nearly two years, end in the 8d Monthly 
Thriller Comics, several Turpin picture stories have appeared. And so 
they go on over the years, in a milder form it is true, but the fascination 
is still there in spite of this being a.n etom and jet ere. Perhaps that 
is why they still have en eppea1 - the quiet roads, no telephones, no 
wireless communications, only the clip-cl~p of the horse in the moonlight 
and the commend to "stend end deliver". 

(From Page 18) 
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,__ ____________ By Herbert Lecke:-1by _ i ____________ , 

Figures c1re e fag, thinks the benk clerk. But there are figures 
and figures, some can be fascinating, and I'm not thinking of femin;_ne 
ones - at the moment. No, what I heve in mind is a maasive work, an 
alphebetioal list of MagHet titles, compiled by that ace enthusiast, 
Jim Southw~y. Browsing over it, it struck me it provided an:y emount of 
intriguing Greyfriers lore for worshipers flt the shrine of Frenk Richards 
to ponder over. · 

For instance, I calculate there's 504 instences where a boy has the 
title to himself. In Elddition there fire some "birds of passage" like 
Tracy and Carter whom I have not taken into eccount. 

Who comes out top of the poll? '"llwt en unnecessery question. 
Bunter hes "sole rights" on no less then 195 occesions. Greedy Buntert 
And this does not include the meny occasions where Bunter is suggested 
as in the instance of "The Venished Ventriloquist" (No. 875). 

It is interesting to note that in the very early days there ere 
three instences where he is just "Billy", viz. No. 11, "Billy's Boom"; 
14, "Billy's Competition" and 20, "Billy I s Treat" • The Christian wme 
by itself makes ell the difference end confirms what hes been said before 
that the corp.ulcnt one wes in the begi ·uli.ng quite a different character 
and even popular. 

Two other numbers (514 end 1016) oflch entitled "Brevo Bunter" suggeet 
the Owl in a good light, so Plso 11Bun·~13r the Benevolent ( 1037) 9 though 
needless to say it was other people's money he was spending. .And thet'e 
about ell the good one cen find ebout him. 

For examples of his many f eul ts we hEtve, it goes without saying, fe1 
more choice. Twice (83 Pnd 1348) he wes "Bunter the Bully". 1562 tole 
of "Bunter the Bragger" and 1014 "Bunter the Bed Led". On three 
occasions ( 1072, 131G rm: 1564) he wes up to something in "Bunter's Big 
Bluff", end way back in No.651 he wes working on more modest lines in 
"Bunter's Bluff". It cen be taken fo~ gr .:inted h& wes not on the side 
of law and order. 

No. 748 port :i:ayed him eia "Bunter the Crook" 1md 1376 es 11Bunter the 
Dodger". In 366 he wee "B'..L"lter the Blede"; "Bunter the era.sher" in 
1351, and "Bunter the Punter" in 568. Ha was in trouble in "Bunter's 
Bolt (737). "Bunter's Berr"!.ng-OUt (802),also Bunter's 'Bf.'rring-In" (957'. 
Neither did he seem to be happy in "Bu."1.ter G.:.: ts the Boot" ( 1570) l"nd 
"Bunter on the Spot ( 1531). · 

Twice ( 1076 and 1141) "Bunter Comes to St fly"; twice when it WAB 

mentioned in the titles th.et is. There were mFln:y other ocoe.sions often 
uninvited, vnd elwDys unwelcome, of course. 

There ~s excitement for the stout one in 1476, "Bunter BeBts the 
Gengsters"; 1091, "Bunter Big Geme Hunter"; Bunter the Lion Temer ( 14e· ) 
end 1020, "Bunter the Stowewey" • 

.luld there I think we will leave Bunter for the nonce. 
Looking et this record reminds one of a Perliamentery election figh 

where f111 the candidates apart from the winner are in danger of losing 
their deposits 9 for the "runner up" hP.s only a modest 48 appeerences in 
the titles. It's enotber humorous ch~racter like Bunter, conceited, 
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not endowed with much ~rain, e dud et games, but in other ways quite 
different. '.lhom do you think it is? None other then Horace Cokert 
ThE1t ceme rether r.s c; surprise to me 1:md I hr.•ve not tPken into account No's 895 end 1324, 11.u.unt Judy Comes to Stl:'y" e.nd "liunt Judy 8t GreyfriElrs' res ~ectively, wherein, no doubt, Coker plByed a prominent part. 

The Fifth-Farmer's conc8it is indicflted in "Coker Takes Control" 
( 1546); "Takes Commend" ( 164 7); "The Ref armer ( 1412); "Big Idefl" ( 154 7 "The Detectives" (1302). Re would Mpeflr to be esserting hims 0lf in 
"Coker the Re1el ( 508 find 971); "Coker on the WBrpl'lth" ( 981); "Coker' s Conquest" (342 end 700; 1527, "Coker the Conqui.::ror" ; Bnd "Coker the 
Kidnapper" ( 1516). His generosity is shown in "The Coker Cup" ( 300) end "The Cpker Ch&llenge Cup" ( 825). 

Clos~ behind Coker comes th&t quixotic chE·racter mixture of good 
find bed - Herbert V1::;rnon Smith, with 44. In his cese I hDve included those titles which style him "Smithy" and the Bounder. You n0ver know where you were with Smithy. Twic.a we WJre told of "The Bounder's Folly" 
(1260 end 1357) flnd twice of "The Bounder's Good Turn" (1012 end 1329). 1371 was "The Bounder's Seicrifice" end 1653 "The Bounder's Dupe" 

Yes, P. strange, perplexing, deploreble, courflgeous , caddish, 
generous chE"recter "the Bounder", 1md th8 history of Greyfriers would hl:ve been much duller without him. 

Next comes Hf'rry ~7hl"rton with 38, th,c,t is, where he holds the title 
E'.lone. If we edd the instences where 11flnd Co" is edded the totel rises 1 to 50. Curious the case of ~Jherton. In the early deys considered the principel cheiracter, but leter pushed from th & stego into the wings for lengthy periods by the burly figure of Billy Bunter. 

Re wes generelly acknowledged to be one of Fr,c,nk Rich!:'rds' best 
drawn charecters, no Bttempt being made to show him es 100 per cent 
perfect. Th~re were times when he was inclined to kick over the tr aces thus we f ind three stories enti tlad "RPrry ,-lharton' s Dmmf'all" ( 170, 
885, 1251) • Th,an there were 1287, "Herry ,-fl1erton Declare~ rrer" Pnd 
"Harry Wharton's Feud (951). 

Titl es which were r epee ted were "HBrry ":Jharton 1 s Peril" ( 126 Bnd 
1104) and "Harry 1:'vharton' s Enenzy-( 1261 find 1424) • 

\vho' .s next? .h chl:racter few, if Pny, had e good word for, one whom we hope wes not a typical member of God's own country, to wit, 
Fisher T. Fish - On 15 occesions h~ held th e headline. There were others where he WflS up to his tricks lik e "The Sbylock of Greyfriflrs" 
( 1110 find 1327) and "The Schoolboy Moneylender ( 207 and 272) 9 but we 
will leave it et thet. 

Now every diff erent kind of fellow, pro~ably the most populer of 
all the dwellers in Greyfriers - happy-go-lucky Bob Cherry. He WflB only runmed on 13 occvsions, but there were many other occBsions, of cours & when he weis in the picture. 1..nd two of his stories were two of the most famous in all the 1683 - "Bob Cherry in S&arch of His Frther 
(179) and No.254, "Bob Cherry's BElrring-Out". They were collectors' items long long flgo. 

Ther e wf!s one instance of~ story title being r "'"9eeted, "Bob 
Cherry's Secret" (266 E>nd 633). The cry "Bob Cherryt" cen somutimes be heerd in tones of elation as e sleek1tb.oroughbred beering th~t nPme fleshes first past the post, fer from the Greyfri~rs sc ene 
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Tying with Bob with that alleged .unlucky number 13 is dear old 

Alonzo Todd. Where, oh where, could one find e grea .ter contrast? Two 

stories, Nos. 129 and 1345 told of "~Uonzo the Greet". There were 
several others referring to "The Duffer" which one cen take it concerned 
the youth with the peculiar countenance. 

Follows one of the "•ad lads", Skinner, with 11, then going to the 
other extreme, that charming fell ow "Mauly" with a. modest eight. On the 
same ma.rk Hurree Sine;h, Tom Redwing, and the first senior to be mentioned, 

bully Loder. Seven for '.-libley and another who, though not of Greyfriars 
cannot very well be left out - Ponsonby. 

Then another exception to the rule - Wally Bunter. His score we.a 
six. The stories when there was a decent and capable Bunter at Greyfris •s 

for a time, to the astonishment of all the inha'),.i tan ts, were so popula .r 
that he must •e in this record. 

Modest Mark Linley was next with fivw, also Jirrucy-Vivian, followed 

by a varied assortment scoring four - Johnny Bull, Peter Todd, 1:Vingate, 
and ':{un Lung., and Bo ls over Minor. Then on the three mark, sturdy Dick 
Penfold along with three "problem boys", Bolsover, Bulstrode and Ernest 
L8vison, who though known best at St.Jim's was first at Greyfriars and 
returned for a. time. 

Now I can hear someone saying, '~fhat ab~ut Frank Nugent , who was at 
Greyfria:rs before any other mem~er of the Famous Fiv e". 'Vell 7 try as I 
will, I can only find two occasions where he was named - No.223, "Frank 

Nugent's Great Wheeze" and "Frank Nugent's Folly ( 434). ';a rly numbers, 
you will observ e , for as time went on, like Harry Manners of St.Jim's, 
he did not assert himself except on odd occasions. 'IJith him on the two 

mark are Dick Rake, Peter Hazeldene and 1Nalker. 
And those v1ho took the stage for one a.ppo::arance only were Blend ell,· · 

Micky Desmond, Monty Newland, Nugent Minor , "Squiff", Snoop Dutton, 
Dick Russell, Hoskins, and Wun Lung Minor. 

W~ll, tha.t' s all about -personalities, but let's dig further into 
this intriguing business. It would appear therG was plenty of excitemen 
among those 1683 stories. For instanc8, I find th ere wer~ thirty tales 
commencing "The 1izystery of -" ( three concerned 7,harton Lodge , 1038, 1349 

and 1610). If we add those containing "Mysterious","Myst'ic 11 and the lik1i, 
we rea .ch a total of 45. And 23 titles concern ed a "Secret" • Thrills 
there must have been in "The Terror in Ela.ck" and seven others concerning 
other terrors. Chills are suggested in th e fiv e "The Phentom of-" 
and the two "Ghost of Mauleverer Towers" (776 and 1350) end one "Ghost of 

'!fuarton Lodge" (1350). Dark Deeds were enacted in seven stories dealing 
with "The Prisoner of-" giving it the plural wh0n Bunter was engaged in 
his most audacious plotting of all time in "The Prison ers of Bunter Court' 

( 915). Add to these eight ca see of "Kidmipping" and it would a.pp ear 
there was plenty of work for the police in the Greyfriars saga. 

There would be plot and counterplot in the three repea.ted "Rend 
of en Ene!Izy'" ( 798, 938, end 1001), elso "The Hand of Fate ( 805) 
whilst "The Hidden Horror ( 239); "The Hidden Foe" ( 940) and "The 
Hidden Hand" (1169) would not •e lacking in suspense. 

Then no doubt Frank Richards was at his '!'lest in "The House of Dar~ 

Secrets" ( 1640); "The House of Pengeirth" ( 811); "The House of Peril" 
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( 1542) :; "The House of Terror" ( 1122) end "The House on the Hee.th" ( 461). 
Civil war is indicated in the nineteen titles concerning "Rivel'~ ' 

or "Ri vela" , a.lso in the five "Feuds" including two with the girls of 
Cliff House ( 902 and 1528). There were six similar to "Foes of the 
Fourth" end numerous ·oocasions when someone wee up agEiinst a. single 
adversary. 

With such i:, mighty number of titles repetition we.a inevitable, end 
one finds some very int eresting examples. "In Borrowe Plumes" eppeered 
no less then four times (304, 656, 751 end 1066). "Tho Rebel of the 
Remove" was equally popular for we find it given to 826, 883, 1286 end 
1636, end just slightly different was "The RebGls of the Remove" (408). 
The leading plElyor in this chronicle would crop up here, to wit, "Billy 
Bunter's Bargain (1221, 1281, 13o6, end 1659). Twice within six months 
you will observe. Moreover, there wee also "Billy Bunter's Big Bergein" 
with No.729, a substitute story tha.t one. 

Evidence that the lot of the captain of the Remove 8t Grey-friars 
wee note bed of ros es is supplied by th e appearance three times of 
"Herry '.Vberton's Downfall (170, 895 end 1257). Lucky collectors 
possessing ell three could have en interesting browse by getting these 
three together end reading them one after the other, pondering the while 
over a world all changed in th ~ twenty-one years in between, and only 
Greyfriere r Gmeining th e same. 

Other trios wer e "The Artful Dodger" (163, 582, end 1142)J "Fool's 
Luck" ( 1134, 1407, 1630) Elnd ''Hunted Down" ( 1009, 1089, Elnd 1402). 

There were doubles too numerous to mention. 
And judging by whet I s ee near the end of this a:beorbing list of 

1683 titl es th .are would SPJ)eer to have been a fElir number of "whodunit" 
mysteries to solve, for ther e were the queries '"Tho Hacked Hecker?" (115E) 
e.nd ·~tho SElcked Hflcker" ( 1621). The portly master · of th e Fifth was else 
in the were for on two occasions one finds the question asked '"'vho 
punched Prout?" (1085 end 1188). No.1276 esk ad ''Who Welloped Wiggins?" 
whilst ther e wee similer concern about the ceptein of the school in 
"Who ·welloped 'Wingate?" ( 1369). · 

And so one could go on gethering interesting statistics from those 
1683 historic titles, if · only speoe would allow. 

WANTED; "Magnets" and "Gems", 1908 - 1928. Give. Numbers. 
G.H.Rawson, 207, Basingstoke Road, Reading. 
WANTED: s. 0 .L's. especially 'before No .198. Beryl Rllssell, 
11, Malthouse Lane, Washwood Heath, Birmingham, 8. 
WANTED: Magnets, most years. J .F.Bellfield, 24, Graingers 
Lane, Cradley Heath, Staffs. 
WANTED: Gems and S.O.L's. T.W.Porter, Old Fields, Corn­
greaves Road, Cradley Heath, Staffs. 

**** 
• (33) ,, ' ._ 



II 
II 
1, Levt .. 1of'-. M 

,---------BY J. BREEZE BENTLEY -- --' -------

Ernest Levison is usu ally associated with St.Jim's where, for thirty 
yeers, he was a prominent member of the Fourth Form, first as the "hard 
case" of the form, later as e reformed character, living down his un­
savoury past. 

Before going to St.Jim's, however, Levison was et Greyfri ars. and it 
is about his connexion with that school that this article is ooncerned. 

Levison was in the Greyfriars Remove for only seven months (MAGNEI' 1e 
to 46 inclusive), yet much is known of his chE1recter, EIS he wee mentioned 
in twenty of those twenty-nine stories end played e leading part in_no 
lees then ten of them. In fact, it is no exeggerfltion to sf!y that et 
that time, the main theme of the MAG:fmr sto:ries wee Herry 1:"Jharton• s un­
successful struggle to penetrate the hard crust of Levison•s 111-neture 
end bring out the good in him that lay beneath. 

The picture painted of Levison was not P pleesant one. Physically, 
he was not ill-favoured, end his eyes were keen end full of movement. 
Morally, he was supremely selfish, end as he thought only of his own 
interests, he attributed other people's actions to the same motives. He 
never did anybody e good turn , could never appreciate when anyone did him 
a service, and so never gave thanks for a kindness received. He wee quick­
witted and delighted to lead others up the garden path, end, of course, 
suspected that everybody was trying to !ake a rise out of him. He had e 
sharp tongue, and could not resist passing seething comments znd meking 
cutting remarks and bitter taunts, yet res~nted criticism of himself, end 
was wounded by ridicule. A psychologist would have said that he was El 
victim of inferiority complex end this, no doubt, was the rea .son for the ~ 

,' wilful obstinacy that in the end brought him to disester. 
In his article "'lbet Enduring Magic" , Tom Hopperton said th e.t Chi"rlee 

Hamilton seldom drew two identical charecters , even et different schools. 
In the case of Ernest Levison he went one better th an this. The charect er 
of the wayward boy et Greyfriars was not identical with that of the hard 
case of St.Jim's. 

Let us no~ turn to the actual chronicle of events. 
In MAGNET No .1 7 , Harry Whc1rt on E·nd P numerous p 1:1rty of friends +sp ant 

Whit week et ,.lherton Lodge. Thi s , so ff 1r as I kno"¥, was the only Whit­
suntide holidey on record. Evidently, after its publicetion, someone 
must h£1ve told ChElrles Hamil ton that Whitsuntide fEllls in term time et 
ell boarding schools. 

In MAG~ Mo.18, the party returned to Greyfri ers, by some very un­
usu al route I es on errivel et Fri c1rdale St etion, th ey were informed that 
th e rest of the school had been del eyed by a blockage on th e line between 
Courtfield Junction end London. At Greyfri ars, Gosling was in sol e 
charg e , and the juniors descended to the kitchens to prep ere a hearty mee]. 
Billy Bunter was, of course, in cherge, but Hurree Singh was helping and 
he eked out the supply of cust erd powder by the addition of £• lib erel 
amount of liquorice powder. At this point, Ernest Levison errived 8t the 
school gate , and rang to be admitted. By this time Gosling 9 teking ed­
vant age of the abs ence of the .Mesters, had made himself tipsy, so Vfuflrton 

. . 
+_Charq, Nugent, Hurroe S_ingh, Bunt er,) _Ir,zeldene, 'Desmond, Hoffmenn,Mu,enier. 
0 Vie Ashford, 'presumrbiy. (34) ' 'l I 



opened the gate. This involved some delay and Levison - who shewed none 
of the bashfulness usually associated with new boys - gave vent to scPthi21g 
criticism of the way in which Greyfriars eppeered to be run. NPtually, 
this ruffled the esteblished members of the Remove, but nevertheless they 
asked him to join them et supper. This he wes reluctant to do, f earing 
end openly stating that he suspected e trick would \e played upon him, bu• 
at l ast he consented. Then, shortly efter the meal, the liquorice powdeJ~ 
made its presence felt. The pains were diagnosed PS tood poisoning, end 
one and all rushed to the stable , Pnd drove down to the village doctor in 
a pony-end-trap. Dr.M1.:1cKenzie soon diagnosed the trouble, much to his 
amusement. Levison, turning a blind eye to the feet that all the junior1 
had been f1ffected, beceme convinced tha .t Wharton Pnd Co. hed tricked him. 

After this unhappy stert, it wee distinctly unfortunate tha.t 
Mr. Quelch assigned Levison to Bulstrode's study, es the bully of the 
Remove was the sworn e~emy of Wharton end constently up ageinst him. 

In lvIA.GNEr No .20, e teem of French boys chellenged the Remove to P 
gymnastic competition. Levison offered to take pert, but could not 
refrElin from boAsting in en unpleasant mF,nner of his prowess a.t gymnestic1 , 
st=1ying thet he hed won e prize, end to crown thet, refused to ht:1ve teE' 
with th o Femoua Four, with a reminder of th e liquorice episode. Fighly 
annoyed, they would not havd him in the team. 

In th e next tale, Bob Cherry told 'l!fuarton that Levison "batt ed well 
at the nets", but when invited by the cricket captein to shew his form, 
refused. He steited, rether Uppishly, tM.t he had "played cricket et his 
old school, end fencied that his form was a bit aiove thet of most of the 
Remove, " end 'then unwisely suggested that Tlfuarton wished to make e fool 
of hi m on the field, rather then see him bet. This stung Wharton, end 
Levison did not get into the eleven. 

m,re we see c1 merked diff er ence between th e boy as he was Elt Grey­
friars, and at St.Jim's where he despised g1:1mes. Actually, in lVlAGNl<Jr 39 
Levison pl ayed for the Remove against St.Jim's eind was described as a 
"born goalk eepor". But he was not e, good sportsman. He put on black 
looks when he hed to concede fl goel to Tom Merry. 

To return to M.\GNE'l' No.21, in those days th e Remove was e faggin-
form end Levison wes sent et lock-up to the villeg e for cigerettes by 
Carberry - tho bleck s!leen of the Sixth. Herry Wh1:1rton warned him, Pt 
thEJ gat e , thl:!tthe short cut through the wood wes uns 1:1fe, as th ere were 
vicious gypsies in the neighbourhood. Levison first snubbed Gesling -
who wented to close the gete - with the remark, "I don't see why I should 
hurry to please you. You're not very obliging to me. You cen wait," 
end th&n plBir,ly intimated that he disbelieved 'Vfue.rton by saying, "it 
sounds to me like a feiry tale. If you could prevent me from getting ou 
by this yern ~ I can imPgin e how you would snigger over it afterwards." 
After e few more remElrks of this sort, 1!fuarton lost his temper end knocke1 
Levison down - much to Gosling's emusement. Levison demanded sa.tisfaotil)n 
on the morrow, end departed. He was, of cours e, attElcked end held . 
prisoner in a demp hollow near the river , whence th e Famous Four rescued 
him. But they got no thenks. Levison 'Nondered how they ceme a.cross hi•11, 
end hezerded that they had been poachin g fish. 1rfuen Wherton offered to 
ceill off the fight, 1~vison sflid , "You don't weht to fight me tomorrow?" 
11No." "You needn't heve minded. I don't box h~!lf flS well as you do, eni 
you're bigg er the n I am, too. 11 Fim1lly h-.i bl f'med "lha.rton for net having 
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convinced him of th e denger - "I t hought you were rotting ••• you pl By ed 
a trick on me th e dc1y I ceme to Greyfriers - " .snd round ed on th e Famous 
Four for letting his kidn 8ppers esc ape with his watch end money t 

Th e next tal e c1ge in sh ewed Levison's mec1nne ss of outlook. On 8 whol ~ 
holid8y , 1:·i'harton end Co. journey ed to 1::finkl ugPt e-on- '3ee". Levi s on 
tr av el l ed on t he seme train, and wc1s invited to join th e p Prty 9 but immodi 
.?t ely ask ed , 111ilhy? m:ive you run ;. short of ce sh? Or whr1t is it th en?" e.nd, 
of cours e , got l uft. But let er, s een plo ddin g wearily up t ho cliff ro c1d, I 
he wes giv en e lift in th e Removit es' br Pke . At th e end of the ride, 
when Wharton W?s ebout to s e ttl e up 9 he f ound th at his we ll et hed been 1. 

stol en. Levison, on hi s gu 1:•rd et onc e , r efus ed to l end ,.!h erton any money; 
to help him out of his di f ficulty, end w'i t h the st at ement 9 

11I t hough~ it I 
wes deuc ed good-natur ed of you to Psk me into th e br ake for nothing, and I 
I was a fool not to expe ct this. Th~r e 's e shilling. That's m;y sh er e ofl 
th e expenses , [<nd it's e ll you c i:in esk of me . I'm off." Let er 9 with 
t he ir usu al luck 9 th e Co . r ecov er ed th 0ir money from the pickpock et, and l 
at the r eilway s t e tion met Levison - who in turn hed hed his pocket rifle 1 , 
and was wit hout tick et Eind money. He hcd th e mortific e tion of r eceiving I 
th e f ar e - in il l - gr cc e, no word of thenks b ei ng utt er ed. , 

St or i es 23 ,- 24 en d 25 r el a ted ·th £ en count er of t he Remov e with · I 
Mr. Chesfam - th e food-f eddist. In bhem Levi s on t wic e mE'de unsuccessful I 
att empts t o r Fg the t ompo2ery mf'st er, end onc e r Hvee l od c1 virtu e in him - 1 
wh en h e r efu se d to sn t:Pk. 1 

But iVL:i.GNJ1T No .26 oga in sh owed his wofl lah) SS f or t he soam;y s i de of 
human netur e . \7herton WE'S disturb ed from s l eep, su sp ect ed burgl ery Pnd 
went down to inf orm Vfing a t e , On the morrow, it was f ound t ha t t he p antTJ 
had b 0en. r a id ed. L&vi son E1t once flccus ed Vfuarton, 1:ind har pe d on th e sub­
j ect until Bob Che rry thre e t ened to fight him. Hc:1milton 1 s co1'TJment WFIS r 

11 Lev;i.son was one of t h os e f e llows who E•l weys lmow e li ttL i mor e t hen eny­
body els e end whos e prid e it is that th ey er e n ev er t ake n in, And, lik e 
most suspicious p .rson s, h e h E·d e wey of jUIIlJ?ing t o wr ong conclu s ions •11 

Bunt er wes th e culprit , es you :10uld exp ect . 5 
In M!,.GNJJr No .28, when the Heed I s sist er }Urry ect ed es for m-mi s tr es s I 

of th e Remove, a ll t he boys obj ected. L vison tri ed to vo ic e his obj ec­
tions with Bunte r es cots paw , but his prompti ng wes ov0rh ea rd. Bulstro de 
a lso got short shrift, 9nd in the ev eni ng was inv eigl ed by Levis on into 
hurling e jumpin g cr e ck er over th e bE1nni s t er t o Hiss Lock e 's f 0et. By t h~ 
irony of f et f) i"l'h.f'rton, who tri Jd to st op this trick 9 got t he bl E1me. 
Neith er Bulstrod e nor Levis on would own up, e.nd Wh.flrton would heve • ee n 
cen ed h s d not th e Ger men mes t er, Herr Rose nb le um, int erv ened. 

In th e next t ele , Levi s on Pbstr £tct ed vw~che s fro m t he po cke ts of t he , 
Removi tes , whilst t hey dr esse d, end put them i n Bunt er's p ock et. (This I 
sl eight of h&nd ceme in, l a t er, e.t St.Ji m's ) , Bunt er was b lame d for th e I 
mischi ef. As so of t dn h flpp ened, th e Form got t o th e r 8ot of t h rJ troubl e 
but Levison wuuld not go t o Quelch. LDt ur, when 1:'ihert on go t Bunt er off , 
Levison ask ed whet h8r he hDd b een "giv en awr.,y" ,·e nd , lmowin g t he t h e W8S 
SEife, seid " ••• ::::s e mett er of f E•ct, I wes goi ng t o own up i f Bunt er was 

1) Mcgn et No. ·23 , Chapt er 3; No.24 , Chc1pt er 4. 
2) Megn et No .25, ChE>pt er 4. Th0 f orm hf•s locked its e lf in t he boxroom 

to hi:ivo e f i.,ed, Ches hE,m ca tch es Levis on vvho r efu se s t o discl os e 
how mc·ny r,r o in t he boxro om. 

3) Bunt er th e sl eepwc1lk er. 
( 36) 



was going to be caned." Wharton - who by this time was oompletely out of patience with Levison - replied curtly, "I'm glad to hear it. 11 "You don't believe me?" 'Wharton hesiteted. "I ho-pc it's the truth," he s8id. "I daresay you have some good points, though you've never shewn th 0m to ll\1 knowledge." 
Later, Levisun r~moved Queloh's book from a desk and put it in the master's own pocket, refused to admit his action until threatened with punishment-by-the-Hoed, end when sent to Quelch' s study, wa.s cool enough to sit in the armchair till he arrived. He received his six without a sound end then eooused Wharton of sneaking. Bulstrode, ever r0ady to harm Wharton, suggested that Levison should plant something on him, and get him expelled for theft, Levison declined to partake in such villainy. The oonvereation was overheard by Bumter, and misreported to Bob Cherry as en actual plot to get Wharton expelled. Subsequently, the tru.th came out~ and Harry tried to apologise to Levison for the mistake. Levison seized the opportunity to use his bitter tongue! "You might havo given me credi" for refusing Bulstrode I S scheme, • , You mrght he.we inquired a. li ttl8 more closely in the first place •••• If you're sorry, that's all right, but ll\1 1elief is that you are humbugging ••• I suppose that you end your pPls have been planning to take e rise out of me ••• " 

WhEtrton I s reaction was not anger, but a resolve to try to educate Levison. He told Nugent that "he's shewn that he ha.s some good qualities in him. If someone could get through the outer crust, as it were, he might turn out to be a decent chap •11 Nugent wes doubtful, but offered to help. Thus the tragedy of Levisqn entered upon its second stage. In MhGNET No.30, Levison inoited Bunter to try to hypnotise Mr.Quelch. Of course, it wesn1t a success, ond Levison surprised the Form by owning t. that he had put Bunter up to it. He got four strokes. }uter oless, Herry Wharton impulsively remarked .t o Levison that he had Etcted well by owning up. This re merka.ble instence of priggishness inevi ta .bly drew Levison, who replied, "Was it? ••• Whvt else could I do?" ''Well 9 nothing but.••" "But you didn't think I would ••• You were surprised... You thougtit I was oed enough to let Bunter be punished." Seldom has Harry \lharton eskad for it. Worse was to come. Billy Bunter, who it will bo remembere~ was in Study No.I et that time, then tried to put the 'fluence on Mrs. Mimble, The poor women thought that he was crazy, l et him tak e some tuck, E1nd he stood the Famous Four e spenking tee. When Bunter wes hfluled before Quelch for his sins, Levison seized the opportunity end accused Wharton of putting Bunter up to it. "You ought to get Bunter out of this fix. You were v8ry concerned ebout me in a similar 0£1se." Wharton bit his lip. "I'm Bfrvid the fellows fire right, Levison," he said quietly. "I Bm beginning to think thet you are e hopeless cad, and thet you'll nevelr:' be anything else. 11 "Ree lly," said Levison, with irri teting coolness. "Much obliged for your opinion. Are you going to own up t o Quelch?" "I have explBined the matter to you, though you are not entitled to vn explanation." "Yes, and ere you now going to own up?" "Once more, I hav~ nothing to own up to •11 "Then you ere goi:r\g , to, make e sca-pegoE't of th.Bt ass Bunter?" "Oht Hold your confounded tongue," broke out Wharton, engrily, "You will tempt me 1o knock you flying soon." "lleally1 Because you lick~d me the other day. I suppose you think you can bully me PB much AB you like," said Levison unpleasently. 
1) Megnet No.29, Levison mrde Wherton fight. (37) ~~~~~~~~~~~--L 
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No character at Greyfriars, St.Jim's or Rookwood has ever taunted 
another with such malicious persistence. Cardew' s drawing of Tom Merry 
was airy banter in comparison with this. The Gestapo-like repetition of 1 the main question was calculated to exasperate "iharton. In the end he 
went to Quelch and explained what had happened, - and got told that he mu t not try to shoulder other boys' burdens. Had that advice been followe~, , 
how many Greyfriars tales would not have b een ~Tittent l 

In MAGNE.r No.31, Mr. Quelch ordered Bunter to pay Mr:.. Mimble ten 
shillings for the tuck wheedled from her by the hypnotism-trick, and told the Famous Four that they must not give him any money, kno,nng full well 
that he nould try to get it from them. Levison r ealized that this gave 
him a chance of plaguing 1:vharton, gr:,ve Bunter th e money, went with him to 
the tuck-shop, and settled the account. On hearing of this, 1i.fharton 
after s0me hesitation complimented Levison on his sporting action, in 
doing what Quelch had forbidden the Famous Four to do. "Th1mks , " sne erec 
Levison,"--- you were bound to obey orders , or course ; you elwciys do." 
"It was D p1::e;uliar case. Quelch made me nromise. 11 " ~~ promis ,) that waE 
quite useful to you - eh?" V,harton bit his lip. " IJo good. coming aey 
humbug, you know," said Levison. "I'm not th e chap to b e foozled, you 
know." Wharton turned very red. "I think you are an utter cad sometimEs, 
Levison," h o seid quietly. "Only, 1:1 cad wouldn't have h ,3lp ed Bunter out I of his fix. I must say, though, that your menner is against you ," \nd I he walked away. He left Levison staring after him with a rather curious 
look on his face. "I wonder," muttered Levison. 11

, . I wonder , ,." But 
he did not finish his rdlection. He. was soon t o hav e more food for 
thought. 

Later, Levison end Bulstrode set out to climb Black Pike, the height 
overlooking the bay, and ~ould not heed Bob Cherry's warning of rain and 
mist. Part way up, the rain came on, and Bulstrode turned back. Levison 
obstinately refus ed, and climbed to the top, where he was trapped by the 
mist. 1;;'barton rescued him, but 10th wer e compelled to stick it out on 
the top through the night, and went into th e sanatorium wh an th ~y got bac1 
to school. ...t last, this action of '.:Jharton' s ev oked e respons e from 
Levi s on, who said, "I 1 v a been a rotten cad. If ·.,e get out of this Pliv c, I'll try to make up for it. 11 

The third stage in his cereer shewed Levison still s niteful and mean 
towards the weaker fry, but no long er workin g against '7herton. 

In Nil~GN.E.T No.32 Bulstrode, misl ed by Bunt er's twaddl e 1 tried to enliet 
Levison' s eid in 'getting ,·fuarton exp elled for moneylending ; t c his ameze­
ment, he was bi ttE1rly rebuffed, and r eminded of .,..Tharton I s brav ery on Blad Pike. 

In No.36, however, Levison a\etted Bulstr· )de in the bullying of ''lun 
Lung - then a new arrival - by pretending to cut off his cherished pigtaiJ, 
but when \iharton intervened, Levison would not o-ppose him. .'.!.gain, in 
lVL:'...GNET No, 37, Levison favoured the regging of r/un Lung in the dormitory, but again deferre d to ':lh1:1rton I a opinion. 

Yet he could not resist playing mean tricks -on Bunter. In ~.~ ~GNEr 
No.39, when Bunter was trying to ventriloquise 1 , he beguil ed him into 
"trying it on Q.uelch" , to the Owl I s diacomfi ture. 1\ twinge ofr.enorae th E. 
prompted Levison t o help Bunter with his "lines 11 - or it mey have b een th E 

1) Bunter first achieved success as a ventiloq_uist in M\GNEr No.32, 
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desire to display his ability to imitate other peopl e 's handwriting. (It 
is curious that, though Bob Cherry sagely observed t het this was a danger­
ous gift , it was not until Levison went to St.Jim's thet he ever misused 
this skill.) 

In the next ~tory (No.40) Levison again led Bunter into trouble. 
Bunter planned a raid on tuck belonging to Hoffmann of Herry Rosenblaum's 
AcadeDzy" (which opened in MAGNET No.33, end hed grounds contiguous to thosE 
of Greyfriarsl). Wharton and Co. refused to help, but Levison and some 
kindred spirits 2 helped Bunter to climb over the dividing gate , and then 
callously left him to be the victim of the aliens, who ducked him in the 
fountain • 

.u.t this stage there s eemed some hope for Levison, but in Mil.GNEI' No.4 
he notic ed that Wun Lung was receiving end sending postcards 9 written in E 

mysterious code, to a man at the Chinese Embessy. Th<3re was e "yellow 
peril" sc are at that time, Levison concluded that he had unearthed a spy­
plot, and wrote an anonymous letter to the C.I.D. et Scotland Yerd. .~ 
detective rolled up and the handwriting of the letter tra .ced to Levison. 
Wun Lung was interviewed and the whole affair proved, of course, to be 
quite harmless -Wun Lung wee merely playing chess by postt .l:fterwards, 
he told the Remove what had happened, end L~vison was well end truly 
chipped on th e subj Gct. He became very huffy and fell out with his 
friends. 

Three stories l ater, in .MtiGNET No.46, the grim consequences of this 
wounding of Levi son1s s elf-esteem were revealed. Benson of the Remove, 
for a rag, pinned on Levison'e study door a card with the inscription: 
"E. LEVISON Private Det ective Fellows spied upon end th eir l etters 
r eed, et the shortest notice. Plots discov ered to order and anonymous 
letters written with promptness and despatch . All kinds of meanness 
undertaken and spying into other people's oorrespondenoe e. speciality." 
Levison caught him in the act, shot him into his study , end wreaked 
vengeance by twisting his erm. r.lharton butted in, to Levison•s ennoyancE, 
and when shevri the cP-rd, laughed at the notice . Levison, furious now, 
again twisted Benson's arm, and when pulled off by '\7harton, lost hie tempEr 
completely and burst out passionately, "I don't went to argu e with you. 
I've tried to be friendly with you b0ca.use - because of what ha-ppened the 
night on the Pik e . That's done with. I'll never speak to you egein, o 
any of your set. I hate the lot of you. I hate the Remove and all thi.1 
pl acel" 

The obstinacy of his nature aroused , Levison determined to sh~ke off 
Wharton's influ ence, and offered to go down t o the village for Carberry, 
to bring cig arettes and a bottle of whisky from th e Red Cow. On hie 
return, Wharton met him with the message that Quelch wanted to see him 
Nr ONCE. Levison pr evailed upon Wharton to tPke the contraband to 
Carberry's study, by arguing tha ·t if Quelch s"'w it he would be expelled. 
He got six for failing to write an imposition before going out ? and on 
emerging from Quelch 1s study ran .into Wha.rton Elnd - ever suspicious -
acoused him of spying on him. 

Thureafter his descent was h~adlong. 

1) The Cloist ers separated them. 
2) Bulstrod e , Skinn er Elnd Stott. 
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~ few days later, a messenger from the landlord of thu Red Cow cellea to see L\;lvison et the school gete, proving thet ho had visited the pub on his own behalf. And Quelch's eye ~as on him, es he had by eccident pulled e packet of cigarettes out of his pocket , in cless. Th0 cening inflicted merely made him more reckless. 
That night, Levison broke bound and went to th~ Red Cow to gemble Pt oerde. (This pub-hDunting Wfls stated to be c, "now thing in the Remove11l -,.n example of bad memory \y FrE:ink Richards, es Bulstrode ,vEJs ste1.ted to visit "the Green Man" in Frierdale, in M.l.GNET No.322, Hero we see the opere1tion of the Licensing ltcts: the Green ll/I8n reepp eered in Wayland, 

its licence evidently having 1een transferred; Pnd the Red Cow - des­
cribed 1:1s the wo:rst house in Friflrdele eind ~unt of ell the blackgu.rtrds r of the district - must have lost its licence, es it did not feature in th later stories.) To resume, \l'hcrton followed him, with intention of threatening the landlord withe report to the police, 

Levison entered the inn, and 1Jharton arrived just as he was testing some "steaming hot" whisky [Ind watert WhEtrton knocked it out of his hen1 end a regulflr ruI11PUS ensued which bnded in th e boys being turned out, noerly coming to blows in the garden, end .walld.ng into Mr. Quclch 1 s erms 
es they turned into tha street. 

The following morning they went before Dr.Locke. 
Now, only c.1 sh0rt while bl,f cre - in M:.cGNEI' Uo.44 - th a Remove had ha a a plum-pudding-mekin g competition 9 in which some weird end wonderful ingredients ha.d been used. Herry ':/harton hed insisted tha.t no pudding wee eny good until it contflined some brandy and he end Bob Cherry had 

called at the Red Cow to get some. CBr1erry caught them, but their good reputation Sflved them from punishment. · 
But now, thG previous eccuseition told hcwvily egoinst Wherton, end belied his denial that he went to the inn for any ill-purpose. }ind when Levison I s turn come, he brflzenly steted th£1t hu had gone to pley cE>rds ein1 drink whisky. Tha mrsters were shock ed by this - as L0vison intended them to be, end ho went on mockingly: 11r su opose you want ed me to tell you the truth, sir. I will t el l you lies, if you like, sir. I will sey thflt I went to th e R0d Cow with 8 good motiv e , and tha b~st intentions in the world. 11 

Thflt did itl Both 1)oys were sentenc ed to 'oo expe ll ed. 
Then L8vison broke in to say that \7hr rton did not go with him to the Red Cow, but went h.FTER him to f etch him a.way. "He bfls bcun good enough to constitute hims elf my feither-con. fe ssor for ei long tim e pc1st, 11 "he:; Sflid 

sneeringly. "I did not f'pprecietc his kindn ess •11 

So ~1harton was cleered, but Levison hcd to go. Not by public oxpul sion ••• quietly when th 0 rest of th e scho ol was irt cless. Ere he wGnt, 
Ldvison said 11 • •• • I med.J e bed stf1rt her e , f'nd I shr•Jl be gh 1d t o get gon ' , , • You did your b~st for me .•• wer e e better friend then .I deserved ••• end when I mE,ke e fr "s h stert I sh :·11 rememher this ••• " 

1l.Ild so he passed out of Greyfria .rs, 
Two y1:;ers efter his expulsion from Greyfrfrrs Ernest L,~vison WPS edmitted t u thu St.Jim's Fourth (this WPS ~dl ~t ed in GEM No.142 , reprint ec in GEM No ,1386). .'i.t St .Jim I s, far from r ememburing whf't h" hf'd sf'id to 'ilharton, he 1:>ehE'vcd much mor e bc1dly th E'n rit Gr,iyfri t:rs , ond. was c th 0roug} ly 

1) Ptge 12, line 34( col.l). 2) 11fignet No.32,p,7. l in~ 6 (column 2) 
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unsavoury resc td, smoking, drinking, gambling flnd betting. In fact, on 
the very day thet his younger brother Fr 8nk 8rrived (GZM 451, reprinted 
in 1597) he preferred to go drinking' champegne with liubrey Rr.cke and 
finelly (in GEM 464, reprinted in lf;OO) efter 1:1 cflrd end drinking party 
with Racke, Crooke, i:ind Mellish, Tom Merry and Co. ceme upon him et the 
Bide of Rylcombe Lane, drunk. Soon efterwerds, he abandoned his wild 
weys, took up footb0ll Pnd orioket, end soon became e reguls ,r member of 
the House end School junior te1:1ms. 

This behaviour of Levison in his early d0ys et St.Jim's wee reflected 
in the MAGNEr stories on the three occesions when he spent some time std 
his old school. 

The first occasion wes in Mti.GNET No.510 - shortly after his reform 
when Levison ceme to Greyfriers as a member of the Junior Football eleven. 
Vernon-Smith - then at loggerhef'ds with the Famous Five - laid bets P.ga.inst 
Greyfriars, in pique es he hed not been chosen to pley. Skinner, Snoop,j 
Stott, Bolsover m?jor, and (?there, took him on. (Bunter was willing, n1:1~ 
anxious, to do so, but could not raise any cash.) 

Skinner hed a fiver on,- fer more than he could r.fford - but knew 
thet Levison w1:1s in the teem, end pinned his hopes on him. He sought hi 
out, end talked of the "old days". "Are you going in much for g0mes?11 

"Yes." "Footbell es e regular thing?" 11Thflt 1 s it.'~ "You never cf'red 
for it et Greyfric1rs. 11 

- Quite wrong, but of course it fitted into the 
present tele. Skinner then tried to bribe Levison to play bPdly E"nd gi e 
the gsme to Greyfrisrs - working on the quite ffllse flseumption that in the 
old d~,ys at Greyfri FtJ.'S, Levison would willingly hove sold his soul. j 
Levison flatly refused to oblige him. Furious , Skinner now got Stott t 
t ake Levison up to the Remove corridor Eind suddenly rushed round the 
corner snd knocked him down the st aircase . Levison's knee was hurt, sn 
he ooul u not pl r.y, but his brother Frenk - who hed come over with the teem 
ss their sole supporter (there wsen't evens reserve) - pl ayed in the 
match end, very epproprietely scored the winning goAl. BecPuse of the 
injury, the two broth ers stayed rt Greyfriars for~ week, ti l l Ernest 
Levison was fit. 

In the next story (M!.1.GNET No.511) Vernon-Smith 1 disgu11ted by Skinner's 
duplicity, decided to turn his beck on dingy w~ys and throw over his I 
1:,seocietea et the Cross Keye, only to find himself threatened by Jeremy 
Hawke,, the bookmPker, who hed f1 photogrflph of the Bounder with r: cigarette 
in his mouth 1:1nd cards in his he.nd, in the company of HPwke end Cobb in · 
the pub-g erden. Further, Cobb - l Elndlord of the Cross Keys - had A 
se cond copy to post to Dr.Locke if Vernon-Smith tri ed 8rJY tricks. Thie 
was e nice jPm for the Bounder to be in. But Levison got him out of it 
By pretending to be "th e old Levison" he got Vernon-Smith , Cobb9 end 
Hawke together in the letter's room - ostensibly for e geme - end then, 
with the help of the Famous Five C8lmly secured the incrimin eting pictur es 
and negetive. Vernon-Smith helped by jebbing Hewke withe red hot poke 
to make him unloc k his desk~ In this ts.le, Levison wes seid to be well 
ecqueinted with th e lay-out of the Crose Keys, whereas in th e old dE1ye i 
wee the Red Cow he he.d visited. In both, however , the priv ete room hed 
e French-window th st opened to the gP.rdent 

Levison•s second visit to Greyfriars took pl r ce five yeers l eter, 
and ll:,eted much longer - MA.GNE.T No. 793 to 790. rt wes 1:1 pPrticulerly 
fine series, worthy to be numbered with the very best writing s of Charle 
Hamilton. (41) 



I1.ctuelly, the first story appeared in'GF,MNo.792, whJre 11iggott of the 
st.Jim's Third 9 plBced fireworks in Mx. Selby's fire-grate ~nd Frenk 
Levison got the blame. Disbelieved even by his 1rother, he ren e.wvy. 
Then Cerdew got on the treil E1nd bowled Piggott out. 

In MAGNET No.793 9 the F[,1nous Five c8me ecross Fr1mk Levison in 8 hut 
off the Lenthem Roc::d, brought him to Greyfriars end hi him in the old 
tower. Of course 9 Bunter found out an'd by indiscreet ~E'lk, geve the show 
eway to Quelch. This turned out to be fortunPte, flS Levison minor WflS 
suffering from the effects of exposure, Find hE'd to be put in the school 
sanatorium. 

Ernest L~vison was s ent for, :and in NL.\.GNEI' 794 most of the Remove 
wented to meet him - to evade 8 geometry lesson. Harola Skinner got his 
request in first find met Levison, only to h :arn that he now hfld nothing in 
common with him. (The l esson of the previous visit h~d been compl etely 
wasted on Skinner.) 

.:ifter s ee ing his brother, Levi(:lon wr'lked in the grounds, where he wi:,s 
reminded of the "old dr•ys" by the school servcnts. .At thu grte, Gosling 
remarked, "Never 1 appened before in r.11 my experience. 1Tc1in't often e 
feller's cxpell8d, but it's h ,p pened sometimes in th .3 yo::rs I've been ' er e 
11.Ild wot I s8ys is this 'ere. This is the first time such E' fell er hes 
had the nGrve to show his fE•ce in the school erter. 11 L0vison crimson ed. 
"I wasn't exc1ctly expelled, Gosling 9

11 he sflid quietly. "You wc1s sel"lt f'Wf'~ 
for ba d conduct, 11 sc1id Gosling grimly . 11 :,,nd bed it wes, too. Now I ee r 
you' re in your old J'orm, Moster Ll vi son, for P f ew weeks. Don't let m0. 
cfltch you, thet' s clll" "Catch me?" r ep Gat ed Levison. Gosling snorted. 
"Out of bound e:t'ter li 3hts out, E'nd £111 thd, 11 ho sdd. "Don't let me crtch 
you et the gemo, thr. 1t's c-11." "You'r e cheeky, Gosling," Sf1id L0vison. 
"Don't let me hPve to r8port you to the Heed for cheek, thet' s C' 11 t 11 

. .n.d 
he walk ed owey, L.;ctving GoAling breathl oss with wroth end in dignation. 

11.t th1; tuckshop Mxs 1\/I:i.mble, surprised to sea him, rskod Levison if 
the Heed knew thd he wes th E.re ~ '.Jld her husbru1d, th 0 gerdener, grve him 
e queer look when he s~w him, 

Bunter tried th e post8l order stunt , E'nd '!!hen it didn I t work 9 werned 
Levison to b ~ep cl oar ·of Study No. 7 9 wi th the r ._,merk, "A fellow wi th your 
juicy old raputation 9 cen' t ex-pect to be eskod into e respect8bl o study." 

Nevertheless, L~vison wE'S invited to t 0e with tho Femous Five Pnd 
Hazeldene. ~ifterwerds , Skinner in v ang 0f u ~ mood, dro~ped e ci ge rett o 
under L1:1vison1 s chc1ir , to cPst doubt on tho genuinonoss of his reform, find 
tested him by en invitfltion to smoke 8nd pl8y benk er 8ftcr supper in Study 
No.11. .'t row follo •red, with pPinful r esu lts for Skinn er 9 Snoop c1nd Stott 
Next dc1y, Ski11ner cunningly thrE.w more suspicion on Levison by Psking, 

. 

"Do you mind if I let thf.it li ttlG E>ccount sti,nd over till next Sf't urdfly? 11 

..'.umoyed by this c c1lculE 1t cd vilification of his cherflcter 9 Levison ennouncec 
thr,t he wc1s going to esk th e Heed to inquir e into the charges ageinst him. 
This rettl ed Snoop E•nd Stott so much thE't th Gy split on Skinne r, end so 
Levison wes cl ea red. 

On his r ot urn to GroyfriC1rs 9 Levison hFld been pl('ced in his old study -
No.2 - with H[lzeldene en d Tom Brown. 1 In th e n\.Jxt stc,ry 9 Hi=izel lPndr.d in 

. trouble with E1 cc1rd-shc1rper celled Nulberry, to whom he owed t en pour..:ls • 
• i. threat by Mulberry to crll et th e school made Hn:z,.l p ::inic , r nd Levison 
visi tod "Th8 Feflth0rs 11 er-rly the following mornin g to do v"7.hd he could. 
He was, of course. gr ee t ed es Pn old .'.'CQueintanc8 - in spite ~-- the r e bei ·~· .J.) Bulst rode j_s stotea: to· hav e left at -the end -0ft.hP .... ~ ,wi ohs term. '-, ____ _.......,____.._ . r'"! · ( -~2) - ----·-----· _..___ -.--.-~---.-~- --



no record of his ever having been there before. He warned Mulberry thAt 
th e police would t ake action if he visited the school, end by promising 
that HE would guerantee peyment of the debt, s ecured e week's respite. 

Of course, Hezelden e •s foolish remarks about Levison's early rising 
to go "up the river" enabled Skinner to suggest a visit to the Feathers, 
end suspicion mounted when it was learned thet iu-. Prout hed s een e 
Greyfriars boy in the inn garden thet morning. 

Hezelden e th en tried to r Pise the cc1sh by f1nother wild bet At 24 to ~ 

th 1:1t did not come off, and lflter by asking Vernon-Smith for a loan, which 
was refused. But t he Bounder, wrongly connecting Levison's worried look 
with the rumours thet were current, stopped and off ered to holp Levison -
as a quid pro quo for th e help HE r eceived in th e Hawke episod el, when 
Levison was l ast at Greyfriers. (The remark "You chipp ed in once, end 
saved me from getting it in tllne neck" is the s~le ref erence mE•de to the 
stories that appeered in MtiGNETS 510 B_nd 511.) 

Levison took th e money, paid Mulberry , end Wf1S ceught by "!i'ingPte es 
he dropped from the fence outside the Feethers. 

Heving landed him in trouble, Hezel in tYPicBl feishion , eve.ded the 
issue , end told Levison, "If you give me f'Way, I shell deny it. I'm not 
going to be expelled because you butted in end II18de a mess of the whole 
thing." Noble fellow, Hazel. 

The Bounder, ho#evar, now tumbled to the whol e story, tri ed to see 
the Head but was stopped by Hazel who, in desp eration, fought him in the 
Heed's corridor, tried egein efter Levison hed been sent enced , only to be 
told thatit was too l ate - had he s een th e Heed BEFORE this, it might have 
done some good - and fin elly by a t elephone cell, brought Mulberry to the 
school. He barged past an indignt1nt Gosling with the crushing r em~rk, 
"I've celled •ere by the special invitation of your employer, my man, 
the •eedmast er of this schoolt Keep your pl ece , my men\ I ain't arguin~ 
with blooming menielst" Questioned by th e Heed end Mr.Quelch ~ Mulberry 
stated thE•t Levison was acting on b.ehE'lf of anoth er person, but with th e 
r emark 11 'Tein I t my 'business to I elp you m~!nsge your school, 11 he vrould not 
sey who th e third pr.rty was. So Levison and HE"Z.eldene were Sf.lVed. 

The four stories (Mli.GNET 794-7) that related the ebove were remark­
ably well written, and deserved to become "classics". The next three, 
though good , did not reach as high a standard. 

In Mt....GNEr 798 Ponsonby tried to renew his acquaintance with Levison '" 
an acquaintance that was quite fictitious , 3as the first mention of High­
cliffe was in MAGNEI' No.109, twelve months after Levison 1 s expulsion -
invited him to tea, end tried to get him to "sell the cricket match" to 
be played the fallowing week. Levison naturelly refused. Pons on by 
then came to Greyfriars and accused Levison of stealing a gold tie-pin, 
which he had himself secreted in Levison I s letter-ca.se. Fortunetely, 
Bunter had witnessed this act, and babbled to Peter Todd, who disclosed 
the plot 9 with painful conse~u ences for Ponsonby. 

1) Vide Magnet No • 511. 
2) Further remarks on the same theme appeared in Magnet 796. 
3) Similarly (Magnet 797) Gerald Loder tried to get Levison to visit 

the Bird in Hand on the strength of Levison's "having done so in 
the old days". ..'.1.ctually 9 the first mention of Loder was in No ,66. 
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Previously? in 1\lfAGNN.r 797, Levison ~escu€d Bossi e Bur.tor from G~dsby I 
who was tormenting her with a peashooter. This led to much leg-pulling 1 
by Skinner 1:1nd Co., who had seen him with her in Pegg Lene and wilfully I 
drew a false conclusion. t 

In revenge (Magnet 799), Gedsby bribed. a d.isreput1:1ble hanger-on at 
the Feathers, called Purkiss, to visit Greyfriars. Levison chucked him 
out. Gadsby boested of his action and got his nose pulled by th o Cater­
pillar, who la.ter overheard him say that th er 6 would be "more to come". 
Purkiss tried to injure Levison with a stick, but Hurroc Singh receiv ed j 
the blow. Finally, Gadsty ~ured L0vison from the mBtch bye spoof 'phon 1 call. Purkiss imd a pal of his waylaid Levison, but de Courcy - r emembo1-ing wh~t he had heard - muscled in and got him awey in t ime to -tln a I 
crick ~t match for th e Remove. 

The series ended with the recovery of Frank Levison 9 ~nd tho roturn ! 
of the broth ers to St.Jim's. 

Levison' s third t:,nd lc,st return to Grl,yfriars took place about four 
years later. Like the previous series, uart of the story was r oleted in 
the GEM and paJ.·t in the :r.-i:~GNmr. Tho storie s were well w:ritten, but 
suff er ed from th e fact that many of th o plots were very similar to some 
of thos8 in the previous s eries . 

In GEM 1031, Bagley Trimble discovered that tho Levis on brothers' , 
f ees were unpaid imd suread the story th ,:1t th ey wor o hard-up. Rflcke ana.1 
Co. teunted t hem with talk of chBrity :ind Gussy put his :t:oot in it Yli th 
misplac ed expressions of sympathy. Then John Levison ar rived imd told 
Ernest that he was ruin ed. Many years previously, he hAd inh : ritea 
£20,000 from his uncl e , John Thorpe, formerly master of the RGmove at 
Greyfriars , who was beli 8ved to h1we di od intt;ctatE;, .l monl;ylender 
called Eseiu Bright had now produced ein old will. naming him AS tho heir. , 
The money - and accumulated int erest - hed to bo poia to Bright 9 and 811 I 
bequests m1:1de by Mr. Levison to fulfil Thorpe 1 s ver bal wi. hes hRd to coin0 
from his o.vn pocket. Th .... se includ ed +.:500 to Groyfririrs in considcrritio 
of which thtJ two boys were to be admitted to th1:1t school with out pPym,Jnt 
of f ees. M:1:. Levison ,,rs sure thet c' later wi 11 lay undiscovored, somo­
wh0r0 at Greyfriars. 

Maanwhil c;, in M~GNEr 1028, Esau Bri 6·ht h1;1d succ L udcd in gd ting his 
son Edgar into tl te B.emovo at Greyfri ars, whor e he pToved to b ., thoroughly 
objectionabl J: moan, untruthful 9 and cru el to onim2ls. 

The L0visons arrived in Ml~GN.B..'T 1031, J~rn ~)st I,ovison boing plac e:d, 
this time , in Study No.l, Both -ptirties - Bright Pnd th e Lovisons - bogi.:1_1 
to seetrch for the will, 

In Mli.GNB:r No.1032 - wilfully ignorin g the evid bnce of tho t wo o8rli u 
vi s its -Vernon-Smith told Redwing t ha t h0 didn 't b01i <Ne in suaden 
reformt tions - he 1 d donG himself many c1 timo, cna cilways sl i pped bPck 
again~ - end he invited 11::;vison, Skinner, Snoop 1md Stott to t cc1. ..ft er 
wards - for th e fun of Sbeing wh•.1ther Lovison ·v,oul d fell for it 9 - he 
sugg EJst ed r li ttl c gDme of cc:rd s , ~1nd r smoke. Levison refused, t:nd 
a sarcastic r EJmark about hypocrisy by the Bounder 9 nr ecipitrt od e 
fr ee-for-ell fight. Sub:::iequently, thu Bounder hc f1led th o br oach by 
an unexp ected Ppology, but ·sk inn er in enger , ~ttemptod to kcop Levis on 
out of the Highcliffe match by getting Ponsonby to send a fako messege 
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end then tie him up in~ disused p~rt of Highcliffe 1 • The plot wee 
foiled by Coker•e blundering in. 

In the next story, Bunter overheard Skinner upbraiding Ponsonby end 
Co. on the failure of the plot, end told the tele to rlharton, Levison, 
however, esked the Remove not to give Skinner a ragging. This stood in 
good steed when Bright tried to oonviot him of theft by taking money from 
Quelch' s study Emd p lecing it in Levison I s box. Skinner got wind of 
this end switched the notes end Bright nuerly got expelled, 

In the lest story (M~NET 1034) th e veulta were explored by Levison 
end the Famous Five Bright muscled on to the party, got lost end wee 
found by Levison. Their lamp feiled end, blundering about in the 
derkness, Levison found the missing will - he had a few ma.tche1 end 
struck one et the right moment - end came vcrose e. steiro~se that led to 
the beck of the panelling in Quelch's study, whence they were rescued, 

Thus the family fortunes were restored, end in GEM 1034, th 0 Levieor.s 
left Greyfriars for the lest time and returned to st.Jim's. 

l) The C~1terpillar, Ponsonby, E>nd Skinner fill speak of Levison• s bC:ling .. 
pally with tho Highcliffe blades "in tho old days" and Skinner says 
"I remember once in the old days, h~ spoofed Quelch with a yarn ebout a 
telephone call, when he wented to get off to the races with some High­
cliffe men." 

(FROM PAGE 29) 
1924: 
Gre yfriars •• 
Grey friars •• 
RookWood •. 
Rookwood 
St. Jim' a 
St. Jim's •. 
St. Jim's 

1925: -Grey friars •• 
Greyfriars .• 
Grey friars •• 

Rookwood 
RookWood .. 
St. Jim' a .• 
St. Jim's •• 

St. Jim's •• 

GREJYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUA;L 

A Great Man at Grcyfriars •• 
Something Special for Bunter 

. . 
Morny 's Master-stroke.. • • • • 
The Manoeuvres of Muffin •• 

. . .. . . 
Grundy's Merry Christmas • • • • 

. . 

The Merry Prisoner • • • • . • • • • • 
The Schoolboy Treasure Hunters • . • • • • 
(Reprint of Gem No.173 The Mysterious Docu­
ment; also No.174, Tom Merry's Treasure Is­
land; also No.175, The Schoolboy Castaways) 

Bunter's Banking Account •• 
The Bunter Cup 

. . 
• • 

. . . . 
The Rival Edi tors. 
(Reprint og Magnet No:306 - Ha~y Wharton's 
Christ.mas Number). •• •• . • •• •• 
a False Alarm • • . . • • 
Getting Quits with Grey friars . • • • . . 
Forbidden to Fight •• . . 
The Bishop's Medal • • • • . • . • 
(Reprint of Gem No. 313 Rallying round Fig-
gins) • • • • • • • • 
The Tribulations of Trimble. . . • • 
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De.tecti v'Y-5 

--~~~~~~~~~~~~- By Herbert Lockenby 
Undoubtedly with th e exception of tales of school life 9 stories 

a.bout detectives hr·ve been the most popular in boys' weeklies for several 
aecades. This des-pita the feet the.t there ere no Sexton Bl ekes in reel 
life. There ere individuals styled private detectives 9 or enquiry 
agents, but they sp end most of their time treiling f1;1-ithless husbends -
or wives - insteed of solving international intrigues 9 or bringing to 
justice mast er criminals. 

Some time Eigo e private detective did get into th e news. I t looked 
at one time as if like the sleuths in the boys' weeklies he hed solved 
e. murder nzy-stery whGre the police hed f1;1iled, but 1;1lesl the end wee enti­
climax, and he retired agein to oblivion . 

In th e helcyon deys of the "Union Jeck" curious readers used to Eisk 
if Sexton Bleke r eally li-.red. The editor would reply blandly, "Well, no. 
he is a fictitious eb.Eirecter, but he is drewn from life," copying 9 I suppose, 
the sugg estion th at Conen Doyle sew in Sherlock Holmes e certa-in Dr. Ball 1 
Fency though e:nyone i n reel lif e having e fraction of the lives of nine 
hundred and ninet;r- -nine cflts, es hes been the lot of Sexton Bleke in his 
long career . But then, . editors - or some of them - hev e to tell the tale. 

Nowadays yar ns of private detectives heve att eined the dignity of 
stiff covers, and cen be found by the score in th e public libreri os, but 
they ere me inly whodunit stuff, with 951 cha.tter and 5'i ection. TJe who 
read in th a gold en deys when the bookstalls groaned under the weight of 
boys' weeklies demanded action. No lazy Pet er '~ims0ys for us 9 our 
Sexton Blekes end Nelson Lees hed to be et it twenty-four hours e day, 
end oft-tim es in 7he jaws of death. W0 wented no set scene in a country 
mansion, we asked f or plot end counterplot with a chase ec:-oss the world. 
We knew who th e vill ain w~s from the first ch~pter, we were content to 
l et him ~eon top at times so long as he was brought to justic e in th e e:rx. 

Some of us .who er e not so ve-ry young sigh for t he master-criminals, 
Plummer, Kest· !:'~l, Zingrav e 9 Professor Kew 1md t heir lik e . .Lmd, those 
sinister or gani sati ons, t he "Orde:::-of the Ring", th e "Grr:::en Triangle" and 
the "Crimin al s ; Confed er etion". Alest th e pr esent day publishers will 
heve none of -~hem; it's yeers and y eers sinc e our beloved Tink er wBs in 
the hands of eking of cr i me; he spends too much time in pubs end wise­
cracking with f emDl es of doubtful virtue. 

True, the Plt u:n:me.cs Eind the Car lacs u3ed t o set their aut hors a pr ob-
lem. If t hey pu.t t hem behind bers et the end of e. story t hey, the Autho ·s, 
were up egains ~ it. They could see to it th at .efter a scj ourn in Bleek­
moor for a ti me the crimi!l.E'l could me.nege t o escape. He could do it 
once - or twice - but he could not go on doing it. So the e:uthor sPW t o 
it th et hi s vi lle in wes deprived of his ill-gotten gains in the lest 
chapter but maneged to escepe by the skin of W.s teeth in order t o be on 
hand for th e next st a-ry. . 

I s aid at the beginning th at detective st ories heve been populPr with 
boys for seve ~al dec ades. I think it would be safe t o sey they csme into 
vogue in this cuunt :-y in the closing ye ers of the nineteenth century. 
Earlier, the publishers li ·ke Brent, Fox, Emmett, Guy Reyner Bnd the rest 
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relied mainly on school f•nd hist oricel yerns, tE1les of pirBtes, highwflyme 
and Old London Town t o stir the hearts of the Victori?n boy, end privete 
detectives were almost unknown. 

There would E'ppeer t o be not the slightest doubt that : .. meric e cPn 
clE·im the credit f or ere cting the seri Pl detective ch£1recter, for accord­
ing to Ellery Queen I s 1tystery Magazine ., July 1949, the "Old Sleuth Libra 
was started es long ego es 1872, E'nd the st ories of Old Ca.p Collier 
started nine yeers later. Then there was Nick Certer 9 who for yeers 
meant a.s much to ..C.merican youth as Sexton Bl c1ke t o ours. Acc ording to e 
article in Dime Novel Round-Up , June 1943, Nick flls o first ~ppeered in th 
1870's 9 being featured in thr ee s eriBls by John R. Coryell. These scori 
fl hit the "Ni ck Cert er Librery" f oll owed ~md r ::in to over 100 numbers. I 
h1we a suspicion t hough thet the statement th F.1t this happened in the '70' 
wc:s e. printer's error, f or the erticles goes on t o sey "The Nick Certer 
Library f ollo wed the ';/eekly in 1897", with no suggestion that there was 
some 20 years in betw een. This suspicion is confirmed by the afore men­
tioned "Ell ury Queen's Mystery Megasine", for after its state ment that Oi 
Cep Collier app eored in 1893 it seys "less th en e decede l Pter Fick Car~e 
beg en e l ong car eer." 

:uzywey, es with chewing gum, cendy floss, Pnd f ruit mflchin9s 9 it's 
clear .lmerice cashed in on the private detective first. 

Returning t o t his sid e of the oce an it would eppeer th at the once 
famous firm of J Pmes Henderson and Sons wer e pioneers in publishing detec 
tive st ori es here. Fur in e copy of "Young Folks Pc1per" dc1ted June 21st 
1890, ther e eppeered £1 list of over 200 titles publish ed in their 11' , dekly 
Budget People's Pocket St ory Books (3d.). :..mong th orn wer o e number of 
detective st ori es, :for exvmpl ,d, No.164 "J ::ie Phoenix , " l'Jo.291 "The DrPgon 
Detactive" Pnd No.317 "The ' ,orking Men Detective". The pr es oncG of Jo e 
Phoenix, however, mE!kes it obvious t hey wer o .·'uncric en reprints. 

Then ceme the Ju.dine Publishing CompE•ny t o giv e th e det ective story 
reel pl ece in th e sun, f ur in 1894 they l eunched th eir "Det ective TElles". 
They Viere published four :;t e tim e , Elbout monthly 9 end th er e were 344 of 
the m in ell. Her o age i n, however, th e gr ~£:t majority of th em, if not c1l , 
were of 1un~ric en origin. There were meny biz orr e titles emong them. I' 1 
quot e 1::, fe v1: "The D~mon Detective"; "Old :B;l actrici ty, the Lightning 
Detectiv e"; "Rsd Light i;a11 the River Detective"; "Doc Grip the Sport 
Detectivc 11

; "L8dy Kcite, t he D:ishing Ledy Det ectiv e". .:\nother W'fl S "The Do 
Detective", but I hflve no note of th e n£1me of this predecess or t o Pedro. 
No.l wes "Br ~:.nt ! .. dems, the Em;ieror 0f Detectiv es" • 

.:1.bout tbis ti ne ..'~lfr ed Har rnsworth .ent er ed t he fi eld of boys' li ter et e 
with the "HE·lfp e:nny H1flrvel", ·11union J [:ck" ~nd "Pluck", r.nd th o Britisher 
cBme int o his own. 

No .6 of th e HPlfp enny f.1orvel contained [1 story "The Missing li/Jillior.­
eire". It 'r1c1s Fl crude story but it was destined t ~ becom€ hist c-ric, for 
it was th e first of mor e thPn 3,000 st ories of Sexton Blake, t he lon gest 
lived cha.racter in e.ny kind of fiction. Sturies about him begEin t o 
appeAr f airly frequently in both t he "Marvel" end the "Union J eck11

9
Writt e 

by D number of euthors. There WE•s nothing outstPnding Bbout th orn, they 
were certainly in no way superior t o these ebuut other detectives who cflm 
on the seen ~ about the seme time. How is it then thc1t Sext on Bl8kc hes 
continued his career for neerly sixty yct:>.rs, whereas all his E;arly riv Pls 
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passed into obliviun long ego? ";Tell, it's f' pet theory of mine thet it 
wes due to the inspir [ tion which made someone s addle Bleke with thet 
unusuel Christian name. It is Bflid thet ConPil Doyle when trying to find 
e Christian name for Holmes first thought of "Sherrington"; then like e. 
flash cEime "Sherlock". Seid one of his biographers , "It clicked like the 
turning of E' key in f' lock." So with Sexton - it clicked. If he hfld 
been CF·lled Gordon or Mertin Blake he would probably have died before the 
gre at majority of his present dey e.dmirere were born, inste 1;1d of hflving 
hie name set by linotype operators thoueende upon thousands of times. 
':i'hat I s in fl name t 

However, closely upon the heels of Sexton Bl ake cBme Nelson Lee 
creE1ted by th et fertile breined Yorkshire doctor, John '7 . St1miforth, 
writing as Mexwell Scott. He inst Blled Nelson Lee in the Greys Inn Roed, 
kept him to himself for a great meny yeers end saw to it that he hed es 
many hairsbreeidth esc :·pee and weie as f er trevelled as his fell ow sleuth a 
mile or so ewfiy in Bt·ker Street. 

Maxwell Scott elso built up three other detectives who became very 
popular. Kenyon Ford for t.he "Big Budget ", Vernon RePd (Boys' LeadeJ;') :·Md 
Martin Dale (Chums). ''Tith Nelson Lee th ey were "qucids" re ally for they 
werit through exectly the seme h8z ardous Bdventur~s in search of missing 
heirs with clues hidden in statuettes, books, w~tch cases tnd so on. He 
hed still another, Gordon GrEly , in the enly dflys of the ·.\d.. Union J e.ck, 
but he never re~ched the dignity of the seri e l story and was completely 
forgotten until the 1...P. republished t he few stories i n the short-liv ed 
Detective Library some 30 yeers letert 

. Lnd we mustn't forget th at the busy doctor was also one of the littlE 
BI'llzy' of Sexton Bl ake euthors. 

Another writer populer w.i.th the lads who were going to sc hool when 
' the 20th century dewned wes l.lec G. Pearson. He,too, cr es t ed a number of 

•tees. St F'nley DP-r e, known es the boy detective, Fr £ink Ferrett, Royston 
Gower, Eind, to lend e little veriety e couple of "Doctors" .. ~.~essinEi end 
Nevada, to wit. Then th ere was '7illi Elm 1/Iurr ay GrDydon; one cannot leave 
him out where elmost eny type of story wes concerned. To the ermy of 
sleuths he supplied .~bel Link, Carfex BPinas,Gordon Fox end prob ebly 
others, to say nothing of millions of words ebout Sexton Bl eke . 

Cedric '':olfe , c1n euthor about whom little is known, deserv es fl nich e 
in the gellery of detective story wri tars , for his Kit and Core., brother 
end sister detectives. Cora, a winsome less , had to get ebout in lnng 
skirts but they didn't pr event her getting into some des ·9er et e situ ation s 
and out of them again. Occasionally they beceme essoci at ed with Sexton 
Bl eke in th e days of the slim "Union Jf1ck11 pink covers. 

I wonder how meny St .Frcinks fens remem'her Cerson Grey, "The cel ebr E1t1~d 
London detective". He wee creeted by E . S. l:lrooks, wri t ing f.,s Robert ,·1. 
Comrcide, long before he took over Nelson Lee, end was associ ated with 
Frank Kingston in his fight r:1gE1inat the Brotherhood of Iron. Their 
edventures were told in two thrill packed s erif"ls. "The Iron Island" 
and "The Brotherhood of Iron" which appeflred in the Gem? in 1910-1911. 
These serials were simil1:1r in plot to "The Green Tri engl e" E'nd "Eil een 
Dare" stories which Pppeered l1:1ter in th e Nelson Lee Libr ary. In my 
opinion they were E. s. Brooks at his very b est , end why he should hev e 
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disguised himself as Robert TJ. Comrade is a mystery to one who greatly 
enjoyed them. His real name wasn't familiar then 9 of course 9 but I don'1 
see why he shouldn't have used it, for the two serials were a credit to 
him. If I remem1er rightly, the serials were followed by s ome complete 
stories. 

itnother who made his mark as a detective story writer was Mark Darrar, 
a.ctually Norman Goddard. He wrote a great many of the Sexton Blake 
sto~ies in the early years of the penny Union Jack, also several of those 
which appeared in the Boys' Friend 3d. Library anonymously before Sexton 
Blake got a library of his own. He made his Ins pector Spearing just 
about the most bumptious and pig-headed of all the Yard men who went 
running to Bmker Street for help when they were up against it. 

John G. Rowe, B prolific writer of the tim e , told me that Mark 
Darran once nearly came to blows with Hamil ton Edwards in an argument ovel 
a story. Later he di d some real fighting for he wes in Frence almost 
from the stert of the Kaiser rvar, and unfortun ately W'BS killed there. 

b. striking feature about the detective fr aternity was the number who 
had t wo syllables to their first names, ~ne to the second. All the 
better lmown ones were "baptised" th a.t way, and looked impressive on a 
business card. But one of Mark Darran's cr eati~ns, John Smith 9 went to 
the other extreme. 

A survey of t his popul ar type of boyhood fictio n would not be com­
plete without mentioning the "comics 11

, f or many detectives appe ared 
within their pages. Best re membered pe r haps was "Hewksha w" who hed e 
long run in the "Jester 11

• So f ar es I remember he was al weys just 
HE•wkshaw, his Christi an neme never being r eveel ed . 

Most detectives h~d an assist ant of the Tinker , Ni pper typ e? but 
Martin Steele, of Comic Cuts, had t welv e - ell ladi es , young i=nd gl amoroui. 
Each week one of th em helped him br i ng some crimin al to justice. These 
stories had quite a leng run. · 

Usually , however, the detective st ories in the comics were rather 
flimsy af f airs , f or t hey were complet ed eech week , and only occupied a 
p,;1ge 9 providin g little room for a very convincing st ory. 

k.ccompEl:nying this article is El list of the detectives of ,yesteryeer 
I can r ecall. I do not suggest it is anythin g l i ke complete , neither 
have I made Elny ett empt t o chec k up on th e mor e modern papers. ".vith 
one ex~eption, they are but memories 9 for only Sexton Bla ke the et ern al 
lives on. Neverth el ess, t hey deserve e pl ace in th e hi s tory of boys' 
liter ature 9 for Nels on Lee 9 Kenyon Ford , St enl ey DE,r e ; Abel Link end 
the rest pr ovided good cheer end many a thrill when , where cle en . pulse­
stirrin g yarns for boys vrnre concerned, were undoubtedly the "good old de;) s", 

-----------------------------------------------------·--------------------
Harne Author Pepe r(s ) fe atured in 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Carfex Baines 

Sexton Blake 
Dixon · Br 'ett 
Curtis 'Cerr 

1'im Murr ey Graydon 

Numerous (ov er 100) 
1'.111.on. 
:!I:rrle Denesford 

( 4.9) 

Henderso.n Publi cations 
end N.elson Lee Lib. 

Unio n J eck et c. 
VElrious ~Ud in es 
Chempion ~ 



Neme 

Nick Certer 
Howerd Clifton 
Joe DE!le 
Martin DEile 
Sc erlett Dengerfield 
StBnley Dare 
Trimley Dere 
Adem Deunt 
Abel Dflunt 
Frcmk Dudley 
Ferringdon 
FrE·nk Ferrett 
Peter Flint 
Kenyon Ford 
Gordon Fox 
Royston Gower 
Gordon Grey 
Mexwell Grey 
P1::inther Greyl e 
Hawkshaw 
Dixon Hewke 

Renda 11 Keene 
Michael Hearne 
Nelson Lee 

.:i.bel Link 
Ferr 0rs Locke 

John Izy-on 
Hflrry Merks 
Dr. Messine 
Middleton Moore 
Dr. NevedEI 
Nemo 
Ras Pegen 
Joe Phoenix 
Vernon Reed 

John Smith 
Mertin Stern 
F ergus Scerth 
George Sleeth 
Paul Sleuth 
lJlthony Sharpe 
Dick Sheriden 
Will SpeBring 

~uthor 

Escott ~ 

Mexwell Scott 
::.non. 
_'J.ec G. Peers on 

lmon. 
.:.non • 
..:i.lfred BElrnerd 
_·..non. 
:1.lec G. Peers on 

Mexwell Scott 
1·1 • Murrey Grsydor.. 
Alec G. Pef ,rson 
Mexwell Scott 

.:.\non. 
VE,rious 

r eper(s) f eetured in 

Nick enter 'i{eekly etc. 
True Blue 
Pluck 
Chums 1-a. Boys' Friend 
~. Pluck, MEl-rvel. 
Chmnpion 
Fun E1nd Fiction 
Firefly 
Mervel 
Jeck' s Peper 
{-d Mervel, etc. 
Nuggett Librory 
Big Budget 
Boy I s Here ld 
Boys' Fri end etc. 
Detective Librery 
id Union Jeck 
Champion 
Jester and "iTonder 
,'i.dventure, etc. 
Dixon Hawke Lib. 
Boys' J ourn ~l (.1..P.) 
Boys' Hareld 

Mexwe.11 Scott (creator) ,Tr-•rious .~elgPma.t ed Press 
Edwy ··osrles Brooks etc. Public a tions 
':'1m. Murrey Greydon 1a. Boys I Fri end 
C.herles HElmil ton IilJ::::gnet , Gem ,,tc. 
Hedley Scott etc. 
St<:!phen 1\gnew 
Brflcebridge Hemying 
Alec G. PePrson 
JDck North 
Aleo G. Peers on 
Phil Reyburn 
Julien Jackson 

Mf'xwell Scott 

Mflrk DArren 

Escott Iornn 
Cedric ~/olfe 

"Ednnmd Burton 

Merk Dflrrr.n 
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Nugget Library 
Tru e Blu e 
Jest er , Boys' 
Pluck 
id. Pluck etc. 
The GlePm 
MFirvel 

Friend 

Verious .J.din es 
Boys' Lef1der 
Big Budget 
Pluck 
Pluck 
True Blue 
1!.:f'rv el 
id Union Jrnk 
Gem 
id Boys' Fri ond 
Pluck 



' 

--------------------------------------------------
Neme _ .. uthor PBper(s) feetured in 

---------------------------------------------------
Shirley Steele 
Feloon Swift 
Fielding Torrance 
Herbert Tr~okett 
Martin Treckmenn 
Vernon Trew 
Kit & Core TWyford 
Reymond T:i eird 
Darrell Yorke 

. r-t 
Stewert Young 
'uec G. Pe1:1rson 
John G. Howerd 
Donov1:1n Mert 
C edri o ,;{o lf e 
Sidm:y Drew 
Arthur St.John 

Mervel 
Boys' Magezine 
Boys' Hereld 
Boys I Friend 
Football Fevourite 
Big Budget 
Pluck etc. 
Jester 
Venguerd 

I 
i . 

Willio.TI\ illoJtll\. 01-1' BOYS. BOOK SP~CIAU!,T 

93, H.ill,&l()e, -lq1'.0o1'. N.ill.10. 
' ·i 

.(l}~GNETS 397-1683 MtNLIS too COPIES. 

Q:EMS 1 ~¥±8, 8-166) MIHUS -40 ~PI .E!,-
•• su.,lt · 
"'"'· 

ffi.A.RVELS 1- 800 COMPL.ETC'R.UN ·- -

NEL50N 

S.O .. L~. 100-+11 MtMUS so U)Pt£S ..... ..... ..... 

I NEEP 15 NOM&EP.~ 6f.TWEEN toot, - 1038 TO CONPL.ETE 
HY (rEM Ct">U£C.TIO,-a; ALSO S<...ATTi:.R.EO l'fAC,-N~TS -
&£.TWE£N eoo- 109t, .. I OFFE~ L.,&E~L EXCHAN(;rES. - -

WANTED: AJ..dine Original Robin Hoods, 1903 edition, Also 
wanted Aldine Jack Sheppards, good prices paid. To No.4 
Nuneaton Road, Dagenham, Essex. 
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By Roger M. Jenkins 

"To laugh without sympathy," decle.red Bernard Shaw, "is a ruinous 
abuse of e noble function." This expleins why the character of Billy 
Bunter is such a great success, while that of Baggy Trimble is not. The 
later Bunter is in some ways a likeable character, but Trimble is never 
anything but contemptible. As Cherles Hamilton himself remarks in this 
connexion, "Baggy owed his existence to the feat thet Bunter we.a such a 
draw in the other paper: but though he was the work of my own.hands, I 
never liked him much: the real truth being thet an author should never 
imitate even himself. He had to be differentiated. from Billy Bunter, 
and all the differences turned out badly for him." This is in feiot the 
crucial point: Tri mble had all of Bunter 1·s bad qualities, but none of his 
good ones. 

Bill Bunter, we are told, wee created et the end of the nineteenth 
century, but did not meet with the approvel of the editor to whom he wee 
first offered, eind consequently was put into cold storage, es it were, 
until the Magnet !ilt::de its first appearance in 1908. Like a.11 of Charles 
Hamilton's characters, he was· drawn from life : his corpulence was derived 
from an editor; his hebi t of blinking owlishly wee copied fro ,·a one of the 
author's uncles; while his eternal expectation of a postal order WEIS sug­
gested by an impecunious reletive who wee eilweiys expecting e cheque. It 
is also rumoured that Bunter's fetuous conceit wee ~odelled on the bPheviour 
of e ft: , Jous Victorisn politician. 
The Early Bunter. 

Bunter had all these attributes in 1908, but nevertheless st that ~ 
time he was not the Bunter of whom most of us became so fond in later yeers. 
At first, he wee practicelly inoffensive, and not excessively fe .t. He wes 
noticea\ly short-sighted, and much of the humour seemed to revolve flround 
his mistakes in identifying people. His cP-tch-phreise was 11 I' ;n sincerely 
sorry" - and he often had occasion to use it. From the beginning, Bunter's 
one good point wes his ability to cook, and his red fece looked up from 
the fireplace on :nany e study feed. In the early days he displayed a 
marked resourcefulness - he took up physicel culture in Magnet No.11, 
hypnotism in No.20, and boxing in No.Bl - ell without ~ny nerked success. 
There was em exception to this in ME>gnet No.32 - "The Greyfri c1rs Ventri­
loquist" - from which time he \egen to develop his re;-narkable powers of 
throwing his own voice and imitatin g the voices of oth ers, attributes 
which were to form the basis of men;y e.;11using stories in the future. 

Billy Bunter end Frenk Nugent were at Greyfri ars from the beginning, 
and they had study No.l to the~selves until Harry ''/harton arrived in the 
first number. ~fu.en in M~gnet No.141? new study - No.14 - was opened , 
however, Billy Bunter decided to grece it with his presence, together with 
Alonzo Todd end Wun Lung, whose effluence ~ode him deer to Bunter; but 
before long Bunter's new study mates had departed, eind he was left to 
wvste his sweetness on the desert flir. He eventuelly '.loved to Study No. 7 
which he had to himself until Megnet No.271 - eiuproprifltely entitled "The 
Impossible Four" - in which Alonzo Todd r aturned to the school with his 
cousin Peter, end D·.itton, the deaf boy, mode a fourth. From this time 
onwerds, Billy Bunter re~ained e fixture in atudy No.7. 
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During the first year or two of th e Megnet's career 9 Billy Bunter 
pleiyed quit e B prominent pP.rt 9 no doubt b;Jceus e he wes in th e sa ;ne study 
as the hero of the stories. llft er th et ti me, however, he s eemed to 
decline a little. His cherecter was developing, all of it unpleasantly 
ertfulness, untruthfulness, end 1:1• propensity for eav&sdropping were 1"11 
epperent by the yeer 1910, as displayed in Megnet No.142 9 in which Billy 
Bunter placed an edvertise~ent in the local p8per 9 inviting Public Schoo 
boys to send ei shilling for details of a great money- making scheme for 
transletions from the classics. ';Ii th considerabl e ingenuity r-,nd r esource, 
Bunter managed to ke ep the swindle going for quite e whil 0 befor e the 
collap se ceme. .Again9 in th e Christ mas Doubl e Number for 1910, Megnet 
No.148 ; entitled "Bunte;r' s Bust-up", is r r.,leted th e l ength s to which ho 
went to r aise th e money fore f eed - even to th e extent of writing e 
begging letter to e cheritable organisPtion end "touching" ll'fr. Quelch. 
It is not surpr is ing th at Bunter was losing his popularity with the 
readers at this stage. 

Billy Bunter's PostPl Order 9 on the strength of which so many loans 
were raised, wes first hoerd of in Meign&t No.2, i>nd it has b0en in the 
post even since. On one or two occasions, Pos t al Orders have actuPlly 
arrived, but th ere has 1:,lweys been something od6. E'bout them. Bulstrode 
sent him a number (for s ,mll E'mounts) on his birthdPy in Megnet No.133 -
"The Postel Order Conspirecy". Unfortun 8tel y , one w8s crossed 9 And th e 
others peyabl e et Courtfield, Fri E>rdPl e, and Leverock respectiv ely. 

It wc1s often :ce tElrk ed thet truth and Bunter were complete streng ers 
Ther& W8S Em exc0ption to this- rule , however, in Magnet No .160 - "Poor 
Old Bunter" - in which he dived into Eln empty swi~.rrning bath, end lost hi 
:.nm.aory for fl while, during which time he bece:-;ie quit e El truthful end 
tolE.reble person. Alonzo Todd helpfully proff er ed beef te e (accidontBlly 
Bdul h,reted with ink) Emd suggusted dropping hi m in th e bath :"gBin to I 
r eviv e his me:nory with e second shock. Johnny Bull pleyod hi s concertiIW 
to Bunter, who promptly burnt it et th e first opportunity. 

The Middle Period. 
Mr. Bunter was on th e Stock Exchrmge, emong th e bulls, bears, stegs 

F.'nd othe r f ePrso me flni ·no.ls thet heunt the purlieus of Thro gmorton Street 
Unfo rtun et ely, he usuPlly impe rson ated tho wrong 0 nimel, end consoquentl 
he seldom hPd , nything but edvice to bes to w upon hi s hopeful chil dr en. On 
one oooasio n , however, in Mognet No.366, 1v.rr. Bunter 8ctu ally pulled off 
succ es sful deal, end Bunter rec eiv ed four fivers, e remittenc o th et wes 
nin e deys' wonder in th0 Re:nove. Unfortun ::it ,,ly , :Mr. Bunt er's ef flu enc e 
vanished as suddenly as it had arrived. Mr. Bunt er st arr ed aga in in 
No.474 when he wes th e victim of e swindl er who h£d convinc ed hi :a th Pt, 
Bftcr a cert ein a:nount of costly r es earch, IVIr , Bunter could l Py clPirn to 
en extinct eerldom. Bunter was to be e viscoun t, Pnd his brother in 
th e Second Form wes to become tho honourable Sernuel Bunt er . It wes not 
long b-afor e the swindl er wes shewn up , imd Vi scount Bunt er boce:no e 
col1lliloner egBin, giving up D1Jircy 1 s acc ent rnd Pons onby's sn ...,er v7hich he 
hed so assiduously cultivated. 

Th8re wc1s only one p~rson who had ever succeeded in bri ngin g out th 
better side 0f Bunter's nBture, end th et wes Cor e Quelch, the n.i~ce of 
the Remove form mi:1st or. She W8 S a very plu;np young lPdy 9 1md when she 
ceJ1e to st[ly et the school for a while, in 1'ifrgnet No .364, she soon found 
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out that Billy Bunter wae very s ensible for a boy - his interest in cook­
ing b6ing fully reciproJated by herself. Bunter even managed to save 
hor from a bull, and this set the seal on a most e-ppropria .te friendship. 
Core Queloh paid another visit to the school in Magnet No:460, during which 
time they renewed their friendship , end Bunter once agein distinguished 
himself by pulling her out of th e Sark. He se emed ind 0ed to have turned 
over a new leaf, but when Miss Quelch left Qreyfriars her influence waned 
soon after h .ar departure. To quote: "It was exactly thr ee days before 
Billy Bun.tar made his first ett arlpt to raise cash on a Postel Order he we 
expecting - a Postal Order from ona of his titled r elatives, as he 
explained. luld the sa '!le evening he had occasion to stop and tie his sho -
lace a.a he was passing Mr. Quelch' s keyhole. So, e:1a.zing as ii:; hed "teen 
whilv it laf'ted, th ~re was an unfortuna.te lack of permanency about 
Bunter's Refor :nation." 

From tim e to time efforts were nade by th e Remove to reform Bunter 
but these were also of impermanent duration. In No.541 - "'Williem the 
Good" - Bunter convinced his form fellows that hie psrticular brand of 
virtue could be even .nor.a unpl uasant th~1 his normal habits. Bunt0r' a 
amazing bra!n went off at another tangent in No.593, when he became a 
Bolshevik, and tried to i mple~ent the redistribution of wealth by 
threatening Lord Maulevcrer with a poker. It wss not until the Removite 
began to help themselves to Bunter's prop erty that his thoughts became 
less rsdicel. 

Billy Bunter had a cousin V/ally who wes tJXactlv like him in looks, 
exor;pt thet he did not wear sp0ctacles. ,."/elly · hfld ru8de a.-brief ·ap~arence 
already in No .439 - "The Other Bunter" - eind th o Re;novi t es were ploRsently; 
surprised on that occasion to discover that ri1:1J.ly hvd very li ttlo in 
common with Billy except in looks. Ylelly worked in en offic e, but, 
efter rendering his e~ployer a great service, he was s ent to St.Jim's as 
a reward. ',{elly would rether have gone to Greyfriers to r enew his 
eioquaintenoe with Harry '.{herton and Co., and Billy was anxious to·1 0ave 
Greyfriers fore while, since he was being dunned bye locel bookmeker. 
So Billy prevailed upon his cousin to exchange pleces 9 and the Saints wer 
treated to Billy's entra.ncing soci ety while Well y tried herd to live down 
hie cousin's reputat~on et Greyfriers. 

This wes the longest series the Mflgnet hed published to date - it rr 
for eighteen weeks (Nos. 568 to 585). 1-.ft er the initiel imp0tus 9 howeve , 
Wally Bunter ce1:1sed to figure prominently in the stories ~ this wes th e 
time when glimmerings of e secondery plot begen to bd menifost i there Wfl 
the trouble with Highcliff ~ th ere was th e story of Snoop's r ef or ,;ii:,tion 
on his father's releese from prison; 1:1nd there was the f eud with Loder. 
The series was merred by t v,o stories interpolat ed by subs ti tut o writers -
Nos. 573 E•nd 581. Nevertheless ? there wes good ne.ding to be had ell 
the wey to the end, when Billy Bunter rePpp~ar ed in No.585 entitled 
"The Return of the Ne ti ve." 

The ME,gnet stories during this series were drfl~etic r1:1th.er then 
humorous, since Billy Bunter, tho mirthmeker, had r emoved his fat cercese 
to St.Jim's to trede upon his cousin's good reputetion there. Accordingl, 
Nos.571 to 585 of thd Gem chronicled the ~ore Pmusin.g side of the picture 
There Vtas gr;:,1:1t competition by both houses at St.Jim's to he.ve Bunter, 
since Welly BuntE-r' s prowess es a footb1:11ler wirn known th .,.re. School 
House evl:lntudly won, but the victory was soon r egret t ed when Billy Bunter's 
own peculiar habits became known et the school . j 
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There were also four stories interpolc1ted into th e Gem seri es by 
substitute writers, but the genuine Ha,nil ton stories in the Gem during 
this series were , if anything, slightly better thPn th e Magnet ones. Hci>w 
Cardew menaged to evict Bunter from Study No.6, how Bunter tried to r c1ise 
the wind under th e pretence of organising a charity, how th ~ school bece~e 
heunted by streing e voices, end how eventm•lly Billy Bunter suddenly decided 
to return to Greyfriers, leaving Wally no option but to go to St.Jim's and 
fac e the accumulated wreith of me.sters and boys vlike for th e misdeeds of 
his cousin ell make highly entertaining r eeding. In th e end, 1Jf"llly 
Bunter left St.Jim's to teke up a position in reris. Thr ee y ears later 
he reappeargd at Groyfri ers es e form mas~er, but th e s eri es wc1s not , 
written by Charles Ha~ilton, end accordingly no further co:n.~ont is called !! 
for here. 

The yeers 1920 and 1921 in the Magnet saw more stori es by substitute 
writ ors thi:m any other period. Nevertheless, the stories that wore 
actually written by ChPrles Hemil ton only stflnd out the more conspicuouslJ 
for that. In No.640, Bun~er decided to go bankrupt, flnd through Peter 
Todd, his legal adviser, he duly advertided for claims. 1fuen the 
Removi tes cc1me to work out ell th o little su.;ns thet Bunter owed thorn, 
thGy discov ered that it emounted to over £27. r;:1he oletion of th e 
creditors soon vanished, however, wh8n they heard it was to be a s ettle­
ment of only a penny in the pound, end that Bunter proposed to stert 
borrowing ell over agein, as soon as he had settled his debts in tbis 
r ~markable me!lller. Buntor was up to his entics eg8in eleven weeks 
later, dr essing up as his sister Bessi u to fore ~ admittanc e to a Remove 
fe ed, at which ho proc eeded to insult th e Re:novites with impunity . while 
he scoffed th e lion's share of the f eed. Unfortun 0t oly, Bunter suc­
cumbed to th e t ~ . .1ptetion of eetin, 0 the sh l re of the food h0 hi:>d promised 
to save for Bossie in re werd for her len ding him har cloth es , Pnd she cemE 
over from Cliff House and indignantly rev ee l ed the truth. 

Mention must be mE'do here of e r eitlarlrnbl e 'story in No . 652 of the 
Magnet entitl ed "Bunt er's Baby". This story is uniqu e in th at it is the 
only story to have bc:en written p i:•rUy by Cha lea HE':nil ton end pcirtly by 
a substitute writer. k.np1:1r,,mtly e short story writt en by Cherles Hamil­
ton wes a~ended and l engthened to fit a Wwgnet. The plot r evolved Pround 
e baby Billy Bunt er WflS E'sked to mind , 2nd t hou"h it is not fl story of rn;y 
signific ence in itself, coll ~ctors may find it intriguing to scan it end 
attempt to as c0rt 0in exactly which paTts were writt en by Chvrles Hamilton 

.A strange phenomenon occurr ed in No.682, when Bunter groundl essly 
convinced hi ms elf thf't he V!f'S growing thinn er , [lnd so he purches ed f' 

bottl e of Dr.FlUt1lIIlox1 s Fettening Fluid. This elixir s eemed to produce 
a very contrary .;ffect, end for E' while Bunt t)r grew even thinn vr then 
Peter Todd, but, needl ess to sey, the effect Wf'S only transitory. !lfter 
thin Bunter, WE- hed, in succession, deflf Bunt er in No.689, blind Bunter in 
No.715, end lBme Bunt ur in No.806. Hi::ving thus run th e gPmut of th0 
infirmities , E'S it wer e , Billy Bunter appar ently decided to exurt his 
wonderful te hm ts in oth er dir ections, Pnd we be erd no mor e of his sed 
afflections. 

In 1922 t here eppoerod th e first s eri e~ in the Magnet centring wholl, 
around Billy Bunter, elbeit e short one in Nos.737 to 739. On this 
occasion, he threw fl concoction of soot, glue , end oth er noxious ingredi ents 
over his form .naster in mistake for Coker. Mr .C).udch co .r:nond ed Bunter t 1 
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lose no time in accompanying him to the Heed to be flogged and expell ed, Bunter, however, had other ideas on the mrttar,and he left Greyfriere for temporary sojourns in St.Jim's and Rookwood before he was eventuelly brought beck, Needless to sey, he WPS not expelled, Mr.Quelch having decided to be lenient when he understood it was D mistake. This theme must have been popular, for it was repeated in a story specially written for the 1927 Holiday knnuE'l by ChElrles Heridl ton. 
Two years later Bunter wee agein the centre of attraction, in Nos, 874 to 877, Dr.Lock~ had sentenced him to be flogged for playing ventri loquial tricks, but Bunter, having no relish for floggings, cheeked th e Heed end Mr.Quelch until it was decided to expel him inste~d. He departed in deep setisfection, with the prosp ect of h~ving the re~Elinder of the I term free from work, end then going to Eton or Harrow the following term, Mr. Bunter, however, thr eE1tened to put his hopeful son to work in en offic e in the City, a prosp ect so elerming that Bunter returned to Greyfriars in en effort to persuade th e Heed to take him back. It noed hardly be edded that he wes, in the end, successful, though he scarcely eided hie cause by sitting one stool outside Gre~riars with 8 plac ard , "I refus e to be eggap9lled; I want justies." 
There can be no doubt that the funni est seri~e that ever app0Pred in th~ Magnet was the Bunter Court series of 1925 in Nos,910 to 917, This series defies criticism because it is pure farc e , To Bunter f ~ne it is e sheer joy to read, 
Most of us hE1ve e sneaking sympathy for the under-dog, bo he deserv­ing or undeserving : oonsequently it wes with no littl e pleesure th at we reed in the Magnet how, after yearsof boasting to incredulous listen ers of the glories of his ancestrel home, Billy Bunter suddenly brought it to life for ft few brief weeks, to the flmaze ,nent of Elll the Removi tee. It begen when Bunter viewed e nearby mansion for Lord :Maulovorer, whose guardirn was thinking of leesing it for the summer. Bunter could not r esist th e t emptation of allowing the ostet e egent to continue to think he weff Lord ME!uleverer, flnd in that name he engBgt:ld th e ;nension for himself, having its nE'me chE,nged to Bunter Court. Lord M~ul everer acc epted Bunter's opinion that the mension would not suit his gue.rdifln, end thence began the emazing deception, the servents knowing Bunter by his reel neme , and the Estete agent by his P.ssumed one. Of course, Bunter had no money to pay for th e r ~nt, l ot e lone th e serv ents 1 weges or the cost of the food, but he \orrow ed mom)y from his guE:sts , Bnd ' tipped the servants to keep them qui at, 1Jhen th o Estat e agent bccflme suspicious, Bunter adroitly locked hi m in the win e cellP.r, end th 6 cutl er later shered his fate. D'Arcy discovered Bunter f eeding his pr i soners in the middl e of the night, 1.:>nd he soon mede e third in the cell er. The dec eption was eventually dieo'OVered, 'c:nd Bunt er fled precipit et ·ely from Bunter Court . Far-f etched though this series mey be , it is neverthel ess so ent ert flining · th at we cannot but surrender our obj ections 9 end yield wholeheartedly to th e delightful nonsens e of it all, Bunter captured th e limelight once Bgain in Nos,956 end 957, when his backwardness in cless impell ed Mr.Qu elch to giv e him specie.l : tuition deily for an hour after cl ass. Bunter convinc ed hi mself t ha.t he wee 1eing persecuted, end he absented himself from the school for e while, l 0aving e note expleining why he wee going, thus hoping to touch Mr,Quelc 's stony heert, He succ eeded only in being sent enced to e spell in the f 
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punishment room on his return - one spare diett - and though he later 
managed to turn the tables by locking Mr.Quelch in the punishment room, 

. it was ell to no a.veil. 
Billy Bunter's ventriloquiel tricks oft en got him into trouble, but 

they seldom turned out so amusingly as th ey did in thet cl as sic story in 
Magnet No.996 entitled "Bunter's Brain Storm". He telephoned Chunkley 1 s 
stores in Courtfi eld, and ordered tuck on ·e lavish scale - al l to be put 
down to the account of Mr.Quelch, whose voice he imitated on the telephon. 
When th e tim e of r etribution approached, Bunter tri ed to convince his for 
master th et he had ha.d a brain storm when he ord ered th e tuck, but 
lVh'.~uelch, by the judicious introduction of e cane into the argument, 
cl early shewed how little credence he was prepared to put in this ingenio s 
clPim. 

Now and again one comes f1cross tales in the Magnet th et seem out of 
keeping with the gener1:1l tone of the stories. UsuDlly, these turn out 
to be stories which have been specir-11ly written et th e beh es t of the editor, 
lik e No.409 which shews Frank Nugent ecting somewhat out of cheracter, or I 
Nos. 112! to 1125, th e Ravenspur Grange series, which was modelled on Edg1:1r 
Wallace lines. Billy Bunter ceme in for his share of this tYPe of story 
-in No.1016, wlwn h'" sc1ved th e li:t;e of e gypsy's chil d, and in No.1137 
entitled "Bunter the Bendit". But th e most estounding of E11l were Nos. 
1036 to 1037, in which he b0ceme Bunter the Benevolent es a r esult of 
reeding Dickens' Christmas C1:1rol. Thes e stories - 1:ind Strong Bunter in 
No.1348 - e.re tal es which some r eaders enjoy, while others find them 
veguely disturbing. In e we.y, they defy cri ticisf!l becciuse they Eire so 
exceptional. 

The Later Bunter. 
A re markBbl e trr-msforrnetion wes taking place in th e cherflcter of 

Billy Bunter durin g th e 'twenties. He r emain ed, as before, l azy , greedy, 
inquisitive , untruthful, obtuse, end slovenly, but in spito qf all these 
fc.lults he begc1n to •ecome c1 sympathetic charecter; instead of laughing 
at him, the r eEiders began to l augh with him, end this great chenge also 
coincided with a greBt improv ement in th e st tmderd. of writing of the Grey 
friars stories. Billy Bunter was coming into his own at last. 

Bunter now bogen to get awey with his emc1zing effronteries 9 BS the 
circus series in Nos .1069 to 1076 well illustr E1tes. Dashing out of a 
detention cl ass, wi th authority hotly pursuing him 9 he cD:ne across the 
circus proprietor 9 Mr.'ffil.iffles, bcthin 6 in th e riv er. Mr.':Hliff les was 8 

short, tubby gentlemen who wore B number of hirsute c1dorn ments to conceAl 
his beldn es s. Bunter eccordingly donned Mr .,7hiffl e I s clothes 9 wigs 9 end 
beard , end essumed proprietors hip of the circus for a few weeks while the 
genuine o~ner, depriv ed of his hBir, went unrecognis ed by his former 
employees. It WPS B lark carried to hitherto unprec edent ed lengths,andt·. e 
find ourselves· sympathising with Bunter 811 elong, evcm though v-..ro know 
him to be in the wrong. Soma years l eter, Billy Bunter att eched himself 
to Signor JYiuccolini I s cir•cus by blackmeil, in Magnets Nos .1481 to 1490, b t 
he never menaged to attai:rn quite th e degr ee of e~inenc e th at he did in 
Whiffle's circus. 

Ch1::rles Hai.nil ton stai;es thrt, in his opinion, th e most omusing Magnu 
stori ~s he ever wrote coni.cerning Bunter wer e th e pair in Nos.1325 rnd 
1326 - 11Bunt er 1 s flOO Boa.t er 11 and 11Billy Bunt or 1 s HBt T rick 11 

9 des cribing 
the theft by a trnmp of ru benknote from Mr.Vernon-Smith. The note wes 
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hidden in Bunter's old straw hat, and the story turns moat amusingly on 
the efforts made by the tremp to regain possession of it. \fhet her, 
however, these are the most amusing stories of the lot is perhaps open to 
discussion. AB Charles Hamilton remark1;3, "on such points as these I 
think the reader is e better judge than the euthor." 

The Remove were not fond of Bunter; as Skinner used ~o remark, 
there would be meny dry eyes if Bunter were expelled. Strangely enough, 
howeve:e, when he was sentenced to be expelled for something of which he 
was innocent, the Remove stood by him , and had a barring-out on Popper's 
island in Magnets Noe .137 4 to 1382. Fisher T. Fish was the real culprit 
and he felt moved enough to sympathise with Bunter, thou_r.,h, of course, it 
was many weeks befbre hie sympathy allowed him to admit guilt himself. 

In 1925, Bunter Court had come to life for a few weeks ~ now, in 
No.1383 , in the year 1934 , Bunter suddenly beceme possessed of vast wealth, 
end enother of his boests was apparently proved true. Through e chance 
encounter with a person named Jarvieh, Bunter obtained money in unlimited 
supplies. Jarvish was pursued bye transatlantic gunman called Tiger 
Bronx, end, to evade his unwelcome attentions, J ervish transferred his 
money to :Bu.~ter, and acted as his velet, ta king good care to inform the 
gunmen of his scti11m. \'/hat he failed to impart , hovvever , \ v'SB tha1 Bunte• 
was given only a life interest in the money, find- that when Bronx had been 
hanged for murdering Bunter , it would revert to Jervish hims elf. Bunter 
the Billionaire who took the Famous Five on holiday t o Italy , was elt er­
netively offensiv e vlith opul ence and terrified of th e gunmen. Eventually 
in No.1389 the affair was settled with poetic justic e when it turned out 
that neither Bunter, nor Jarvish, nor Tig er Bronx wer e entitled t o the 
money, which hed t o go to the Chicago Home f or Stray Cats. .And Bunter 
returned to Greyfriers , pennil ess, sadder if not wis er. 

In the early st ories, the saving of e life oft en pr ovided a con­
venient climax t u th e s~ory. This would not heve been acc eptable t o more 
modern r eaders , and in its place we find Bunt er , in th e Brazil series, 
willy nilly rescuing Chic o from the croc cdil e in Magnet No .1465 • This 
i ncident was included only to provide so~eone who would be in t he remark­
able position of l ooking up to Bunter, and who would , incident ally, be 
needed es a friend of Bunter's in e later num'her. Thus 9 wher ea.s Bunter' B 
seving Cora Quelch, for example , was an end in its elf, his saving Chic o 
was only e means t o an end. This incid ent pr ovides an inter esting example 
of the wfly in which Ch1:1rl es Hamil ton's powers of st ory telling advenc ed 
duri ng th e course of the years. 

The collector who desires to enjoy to th e f ull th e fatuuus antics of 
the later Bunt er must turn t o the volume f or 1937 , in which appeer ed th o 
st ory of Mr.Quelch 1s gold chain which was t aken from his desk es P jok e 
by Bunt er , who subsequently lost poss ession of 5. t t o Ponsonby. This 
short s eries in Nos.1518 t o 1521 is en exc ell ent exan~le of the clos ely 
woven plots end emusing styl e of writing so tYPic el of the lat er llflpgnets . 

If th e Bunt er Court s eri es wes 'bhe funni est of :!ll th e ME1gnet 
st ories, then the Certer se ries of 1938 was .assur edly the witti est. Charl ~s 
Heimil t on r ecoll ects th at he much enjoy ed V,Ti tin g th e seri es , end an !:luth or 
usually manages to communicat e his enjoyment t o hi s readers. This s eri es, 
in Nos. 1561 t o 1572 was the l Pst one f eaturin g Billy Bunter es th e centr al 
charact er of a Megnet st ory, end his ample f igur e fill ed th e stag ~ to per

1

-
f ection. The st ory r €vol·r ed around Bunt er's rich uncl e CF-rter , who wes . 
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considering disinheriting li.rthur Certer, e new boy t o Greyfriars, in 
fav our of Billy Bunt er. li.rthur Carter naturally made every €ff ort to 
get Bunter disgreced, but Bunter wes champion ~d by Bob Cherry , end Carter 
f e,und his eff orts eveiled him nothing. Chc1rles Hamil ton nev er suppeseed 
the style vf V',Titing in this series, which f ormed e fitting fare well to 

Billy Bunter's cer eer in the Magnet. 

The Bunter Bcoks. 
Some coll ect ors, es ·pecially th ose v·ho ha ve never hed much liking for 

the Owl of the Remove , are not p1:1rtic:ularly keen on the Bunter books. 
They cleim, wi th some justification, that Billy Bunter domin etes them t o 
the exclusion of 1:•ll oth er cherecters, end c on r,equently th er e is plenty 
of emusing reading, but little of th e more serious character studies of 
the type pr ovided in the leter Megnets. 

Th er e is mor e thrin fl gr Din of truth in this, but it would be well 
t ci view the matt er from 1:1 more rel'llistic stl'lnd po int. In the dc1ys of the 
Magnet, it was c omparotiv ely eesy to very th e type of fare pr ovi ded; if 
Bunter played a s1nE1ll part one week, his dev ot aes would cheerfully invest 
twop enc e th e foll owing wee k to see if hG iiUUld be playing e more ccn -­
spicuous part then. Wit h th e Bunter books c1pp02ring only irregulflrly et 
7/6d e time , howev er, it is not so eflsy t o v1:1ry th e ingr edients, and .it 
must not b e f org ott en thet Bunter is th e most popul ar ch erc1ct Gr wi th the 
sch oolboy ruders f or whom the books ere primerily intended. Furtb 1:1rmore, 
it must be born e in mind th c1t this ·pred cmimmc e of Bunt er is only e l ogical 
outcom e of the t endency th at W8s bec oming mor e end mor e 1:<ppfl:rent in the 
M1:,gnet t owerds the cl ose of its cereer. '7h en, in Mey of 1937 9 the 
:Mflgn ut beg an t u bear the sub-title "Billy Bunt er's Own Peper 11 it we s 
obvi ous th E·t he was being gr C'omed f or st erd om, as it were , on en even 

high er lev e l. 
~ven s o , it will be s een one clos er ins~ ection thet Buntar doe s not 

unduly domim te 1:111 the st ories in the Bunter books. "Billy Bunter 
Butts In", fe r ex Pmpl e , conteins fl fine charact er study 0f Herry 'Tbart on 
i:,s the r eb el of th e Remove once egl'lin, e story which is e de light f or his 

admirers. 
Above a ll, it must b e r omem1ered th c1t it is thr ough th e Bunt er b ooks 

th c1t Greyfriers will go down t J p osterity. Fer th e first tim e Greyfri Prs 
st ories hBve b ~en publishod in b ,. und f orm ( 8 S dis t inct fr om th e impermen ent 

Holidvy linnu c1ls), end, s o long es th ere is fl demPnd f ar th e sch ·'ol st ory 'I 
the Bunt er books will be printed end r aprinted. Gr 0yfriflrs is c1t last 
eble t u cvmpet E: with such books es "Stfllky end Cu . 11 a t th u se me l ~vel. I 
It is 8 matter f or rejoicing that th e ridicul ous stigme which e.tt eched fo 

weekly p apers of ell kinds no longer AttPch os t o th e wcrk of Chr rles 
Hc1mil ton. 

Conclusion 
i:.rhat ne we t , meke c,f Billy Bunter? Hew is it th 2t Ch1:1rles Rc1mil.:. , 

t e,n 1 s most f emous ch tcrl"cter is practic c1lly th is only impossibl e on \J h e eve~ 

dr ew? Ther o is no doubt th Dt Bunter i s impossibl e not only montt=11ly but ' 
physic1: ,11y - Mr .Chapman, t he Megn E'.t ertist, h8s st flt ed t ha t the editor 
insist ed upon Bunter getting fatter in the illustr fltions, even th c,ugh th e 
ertist pr ot 0s ted thPt th e drewings wer e 2ppr ooching caric 2tur es. 

The s .cr et vf Bunt er's success li es in th o very enormi t i es t hPt mc1ke 
him s o gr ot esque. Nm, end Ege in, gr~ >tesqu e ch 2ract ers 9 l ike 0,uilp Pnd 
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Mrs. Gemp, are tremendously aucceeaful, end Billy Bunter hes j 0in Gd thei 
r enks. Bunter, however, hes b€en t eken P atege further than these 
Dickensien oharecters. He hes been mede e sympBthetio cheraoter. We 
al weys r eelize the err or of his weye, but W 3 sometimes feel e sneeld.ng 
symp::1thy fur him, hoping th at, for once in P whil 8, he will collect some 
he 1pence Pfter fill, PB well AB the USllfll ello wence of kicks. 

Ther e are times W?en Bunter's remerks oeuse even edults t o l eugh 
aloud. Thes e i:,re ueuelly when he is at his most hopeful end most 
fetuous, as, for exempJ.e, when he puts up his hend during th e middle of 
a boring l ess on, end tells Mr.Quelch he thinks th e form-r oom clock hes 
stopped. Or, ~.hen his fvrm-master informs him th flt he will be oened PB 
en exemple t o other boys, who cen feil t o find emusing Bunter's hopeful 
suggestion thet enother boy should be cened es en exemple t o Bunter? 
1.lgain, when Mr.Quelch ecouees Bunter of hiding erticles on th e desk in 
the form-meister' a st udy, it is impossible not t o edmire th e audeoity of 
Bunter's suggestion th.et th e missing ertioles mey be merely displaced, 
since "very old people often f orget what th ey do with things." 

Adult collectors, howev~r, netur ~lly prefer th e more serious 
charact ~rs, and edmirers of Harry ~vhart on er e perticulerly r esentful of 
Bunt er's ever increesing pred ~minence. This r es entment is r eelly un­
necessery. Her1y Whc1rton was th e pivot around which th e Megnet turned 
fr .·,m beginning to end; he WE'S ::,lwflys the her o of the st ori es, th 0ugh in 
leter ye ers Bunter wes the ster chereoter. But r eeders who were first 
f1ttrected to th e Mtignet by Billy Bunter st C'yed on l t=ter th en they might 
otherwis e hPve done bocruse of chflr flct ers lik .J Herry 'Toert cm, Bcb Cherry 
or Vernon-Smith. 

Bunte r pl flyed anoth er pc1rt, hov,ev·er, in th e success of the Megnet, 
e p!:!rt which is often overl ooked, but one whic h is quite distinct from 
his rol e uf mirthmekar. This sec ondery function wes t o essist the 
mE•chinery of the plot. Bunter's hebits of -poking end pryin g int o effFiirs 
th E,t did not conc "rn him wer e of gre e.t essist eI1Ee in meldng th e Greyfri flrs 
st ories well-knit. Bunter wes Plweys overh0ering conversotion not moent 
f or his eE1rs: none of it wee ever wested. Ylhether he wes listening Pt I 
the keyhol e of Loder•s study, under th e sePt of r reilwey cPrri ege, or et 
th e wind ow vf th e Heed's study, the epis ode el weys hed fl direct beering 
en th e -plot. Re:-·ders of the Megnet mey r eoell th € infemoua pert pl eyed 
by Bunt er in one of the fin est of ell the seri es - the one fe eturing 
Herry ~{hert on es the Rebel of the Remove in 1925. This wes, incident r lly, 
th e first occesion on which Cherle s HE1mil t on utilised the gr eet potenti­
eli ti es of Bunter in the construction of th e st ory. 

'Wheth er one likes Bunt er ur not is, in th e end, mer ely e me.tter of 
pers onel pr eference. Some coll ect ors find th r,t the rumbustiPl vulg riri ty 
of th e la.t er Billy Bunter is rather dist est ef11l, end pref er the St.Jim's 
st ories fo r th et reas on. On th e ot her hDnd, th e St.Jim's st 0ries never 
succ eeded in r eoching th e seme heights es the Greyfriers ones, pertly 
beceuse Bunter hed no reel counterpflrt flt St.Jim's. c~rt r in it is th et 
Billy Bunter, Plon e of all chor eoters in sch oolb oy f icti on of t his century, 
hes E1lr eedy 1..ecome immortal. It is doubtful wh0th er Eley livi ng Puth 0r 
oen ol eim 8 6 much for e chE•recter of his own cr eeti on. 

-00 0---
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EXrL ..N.lTORY INTRODUCTION 

The Sexton Blake Circle was formed by a number of collectore who felt that a need existed for accurate research work to be done on their hobby. 

It we.a felt that the time for purely sentimental reminiscence was past- and that so much inaccurate data was being published ea fact that new collectors were being misled and old ones confused by uninformed articles in all the magazines devoted to our hobby. 
Therefore, thanks to the help and co-operation of our dear friend Herbert Leckenby, plus the untiring efforts of our little band, we now present our first feature. 
Every list here has been compiled by one who holds the author of the stories or characters concerned in the highest esteem and has been checked, and in many cases double-checked, for accuracy by another member of the Circle who is more genera.1 in his tastes regarding Sexton Blake lore. 

Thus we find that Bill Colcombe hes tackled · the work of G.H. Teed, checked by Norton Price of the peerless Sexton Blake Library collection, e.nd myself whose eccumulation of "Union Jecks" is quite consi ::il;)rable. In the same way .f..rchie Young hes worked on ..'.nthony Skene and his fascinating Zenith. !..nd so on and so forth •••• 
It would be trite indeed to say that we shall be pleased should any reader trip us up in en error or errors but should you do so, please let our good Secretary, Rex Dolphin, know at once end rectification will be made t o the fullest possible degree. 
In the fullness of time we hope to cover the whole v1:1st scope of Blake lore but we ere not in a hurry and th ere is en 'innuel published 

every yE;srt 
~e ere not a social organisation and meet together but two or three I times a y€ar, but our aim is single and united - to put all our efforts into work that will amuse, interest end instruct our fellow collectors and ebove all, work that can be trusted by them to be correct in every detail and as full of accurate information as loving care end happy 

co-op eration can make it. 
If this feeture only helps one coll8ctor to claer up one point of Sexton Blake lor e, we shall fe el it hab ell been worth while. 
Thank you, ell t 

Hllffi.Y HOMER 

Chairmen, 

The ·se xton Bl ake Circle. 
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~1.N THONY S KE· NE 

Some Personal Notes by :irchie Young 

Mr. '..Jlthon;y Skene, the cr eetor of "Zenith", sterted wri ting for the 
'..Jnelgemeted Press v:hen he was about twenty-nin e . ~i..S his first "Union 
Jeck" story ( a "Zeni th" yarn entitled 11 ... "i. Duel to the Death") wes published 
in 1918, this would make him about sixty-thr ee todey. 

Like Sexton Bl ake, the character J.nthon;y Skene int erprets so well, 
he is very reserved , so that I, who probably heve hed more talks with 
him than most other "Union Jack" r 5aders, know ectually very little ebou 
him. He pl eys the 'cello end, eccording to Mrs. Sken~ , th e fool elso. 
The latt er statement I find hard to beli eve. He prefers, at any reto 
when with me, to talk on guneral subjects r ather than about his work • 

.1.l f ew y0Brs ago he quitt ed writing ~nd is now doing E1 surveyor's 
job in "i{eles. It is this cetholici ty of tred o end profession that hes 
probably enabl ed Skene to creete such 8 truthful and eccurate etmosph,re 
in his yarns. The erchitectural background in th o Soxton Bleke Library 
story "Tho Case of t he Swenley Vieduct" is fl fine exampl.J of this. 

lVIr. Sk3ne has written one or two Fmusing "shorts" for the Evening 
News end e Dixon Hewk0 story. 

Meny years ego, I met him by appointment et e Fl eet Street pub, 
end over \ilhiskies end Mussels hG proved f'n amusing and stimulating com­
penion - one who was not only prepared to impart knowledge but 9 whet is 
rarer, not eshamed to ecquire it from his companion. 

l\lTr. Skene I s epp eerf1nce is, of course, 'lalown to mo st "l[nion J eek" 
r : edors . , ,hf't is probably not known is ttf't he conforms very closely, 
in IIzy' opinion, to whet the interpreter of Sexton BlAke should - i. e . 
quiet, thoughtful, end kindly. 

2/7/24. 

Deer Mr. Young, 
Many Thenks 

A. YOUNG. 
25.7.1952. 

T' iO LETTERS OF Ilf.rI1R.Et>T 
FROM .'..Jl'THONY SKENE TO . .:JWHI"'J YOUNG 

"'7oodl E'nds", 
OFkhill Gdns., 

, 1oodford Green, T~ssex 

ThE:: :Cditor of the "Union J eck" of course r ec Gives lEJttcrs from 
r 8eders gelore es to his yarns end most of thorn heve something to sey 
Bbout Zenith. 

They er e not all complim0ntery, some er e very much the r overs e~ 
but the :J.bino is usu Ally lik ed ( or disliked)very much ind eed . 

Thrt shows, I think th et to them, 8 S to you - and me, Zenith is B 

living men. It is impossible to f ee l strongly Bbout e ph entom. 
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One likes cipprecietion naturelly. Li tercry Prt, so f t,r f'S I under I 
stand it, is trf'nsletion, by meens of words, fro~ the mind of tho writer I 
to the mind of th8 reader, of certain interests Pnd emotions. 'iihen I j 
read that for you Zenith lived, I wes delighted. to p ·)rceiv .;; thPt, so far I 
eis you were concerned, I hf'd succeeded. 

In 1913, I t"mcountered, in the Uest End, f' true albino 9 e mE'n of I 
ebout fifty-five. 

1 
He wes 1:1 slovenly fellow: fingers stf'inod ·Ni th tobecco 9 clothes 

soiled by dropped food, yd he weis dressed expensively 1:1nd hed flbout him , 
a look of edequflcy. I 

I should hove forgotten him in e day or so; but when, rn hour efter­
werds end five miles ewey, I set down to have my lunch, h e welked in to I 
the restf'urent end set hims elf within e few feet of me. · 

This coincidence m1:1de en impression upon my mi~d, ~nd when I n uoded i 
e centrfll figure not quite so bBnel f'S Blr.ike for the "U .J." stories, I ! 
re-created this el1>ino fellow "mould ed noerer to the hcert 1 s dosiro". I 

.i:~s I e:xpect you will egr ee , Mr. Young, the lordly crook 1~xists in 
•most of us, only he is sh ecklE ,d by conventions end virtues. The tfoykoJ.!-

/
and-Hyd0 trick of s 0tting him free is, of cours 0 , e trick of th G writer's 
trede. Onv cE'nnot, f'lf's, have the excit era"nt of f' crook's bri ef lif e in 
ectuE'lity; but one cen, vicflriously, «ith c1rm-chDir r nd cig Protte, 
experience not only tho fictions th0rGo f , but the r e-actions elso. But . I I em telling you whf't you hcvu r·lr cady divin Gd. 

RegE'rding my novole - I rGgret to inform you thE't I heve written I 
non e . TbL disgustin g truth is tht::t novel- ,riting does not pPy. I h'-'v0 
plenned f' novd E'nd soon I shell ,vri te it. I think it • i.11 b E: good but I 
do not expect t o ml'ke more than £50 out of it. ThDt 1 s t h, t. I hav e t o 
live, Nir. Young. Novel-writing is en expensive hobby. 

Otherwis e you · ppeer to hc1ve r eed e ll my long stories. In my 
opinion (~h ic h is probably unr 0lif'bl e on th e subject) the bes t chBpters 
I ever wrote wero the first on e or two in "The C:=·se of th J Cr'JSt'"'l--0 8z er ' 
(U.J. 889) ,nd the best yern "Tho Tbnth CEiso" ( "U.J ." 842) publi sh ed 
immGdiPtely dtor 11

.·.1. Duel to th o DeE'th" ( "TJ.J ." 837) in 1918. The 
Eai tor liked "Th e CE'se of the Crimso:i.1 Cu.rtPin", '?ublished r ecent ly. 
( "U .J." 1022) 

In f ddition to ths e" "Union Jeck " , etc., yf'rns I hPve written nothing 
but n ewspE'pGr vrticl &s end one or two "s horts" not worth mentioning. I 

1 h' ·ve :: single copy of mos t of my Z'3ni th y flrns but I noed t !1rnn fre qu en tly ' 
for reference end further copius s r e 9 I f cflr, largely out of pTint. 

I r m writing now Pn S.B. Libr1:1ry story of which, wh_n it is publis he d , 
I should lik o to s~nd you e copy. , 

Thr t I hFive r,Wc'kened so strong fin int.. .r es t in on e who is , obviously k 
int Gl!Eictu el ly sup tirior to th e ev vr age r ,.;eder of the "Union JE'ck", I find 
both fl [ tt Gring :::·nd stimulating. 

SincerGly yours, 

( .:.nthony Sk ene) 
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111loodlands", 
Oakhill Gdns 9 

26/2/25. •foodford Green 9 Essex. 

Deer Mr. Young, 
Me ,y thanks for your letter of the 17th JEmuary. It is very kind 

of you to say ell these nice things ebout my work, imd I only wish I 
could feel that they were deserved. 

l1s to my description of Sexton Bleke es a Big man 9 here I am afraid 
I have made e mistake. You will realise that it is essential for us who 
are writing the Bll..1ke stories to IDBke the description of Sexton . Blake's 
character as constent as possible. 

I egree with your judgment that my best "Union Jack" story is 
"In League 1..gainst Him" • 

1.s to the novel, I have just started that and hope to push along 
with it now. 

11 U .J, yarn generally t8kes me 8bout 8 month to write I writing es I 
do, only ebout an hour a cfay. The novel, I expect 9 will take me six 
times es long, but then I propose to put my best work i~to the .t to see 
whether I can ge t the.: general public to endorse your kind opinion of my 
work. 

Yli th kind regards , 
Sincerely yo.urs, 

for ~thony Skene, 
(P, Morrison) 

EDITOR' s NarE 
iind ~i.nthony Skene did write his novel and it lies before me on my 

desk. .:1 written in s cription on the title pa .::;e reedsi -
"'ro the only p erson ( excepting myself) who thou gh t that 

I mi eh t one dey write 8 novel - Mr • ..'.1. Young. 

,-li th the r eg8 rds end compli ments of Jmth ony Skene. 
Sep temb er, 193 2." 

Truly did 1..rchie Young as does the men in the old proverb who 
"Pins his f i::iith upon enother 's sleev e ." 

But unlik e mPny such 9 ~\nthony Skene did not for ge t the young men 
who bGli eved in him . • , • 

(H. tl .) 1952 , 

-------·-- ·- -- -·- ---------- ·---------- ·-- - ----+ 

ZENITH THE :11BINO 

List by Herbert Leck enby, checked by m,rry Hornor; the Notes by .. ..rchie Your\_< 

:No• 
837 
842. 

844 
847 

"The Union J eck" 

11 ]ucl to th e Dm:ith. 
'rhe Tun th C,rne. 
(1inthony Skun0 r eckon ed this to be his best story.) 

The C8se of the Man in Motley. 
The Leegue of the Cobbler's Last . 
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(Zenish the :.J.bino - contd.) 

856 The Beggers' Hotel. 
(Bleke stetes in this 
of the Cobbler's Last 
but a brench of it . 

story that he does not consider the Loague 
to be outside the Criminals' Confederation 
This tale elso intrbduces Oklahoma Sam.) 

867 
871 
875 
889 

894 
898 
919 

928 
937 
954 

956 
966 
969 
996 

1000 

1013 

1022 

1025 
1038 
1044 
1065 
1082 
1091 
1098 
1116 

The Five Clues. 
The Cese of the Four St atu es. 
The Det:,th Spid er. 
The Cese of the Crystal Gezer. 
(.~thony Skene considers the openi ng chapters of this story 

his best work.) 

The Strange Case of th e Elsin ghom Legend. 
The Case of th e Toxic T~lips. 
The Thirteenth Bowl. 
(This i s th 0 story of Nihil, Zenith only E!ppearing on page 17.) 
The Re:turn of Zr,mi th the 1.J. bino. 
The Corner in Quinine. 
The Case of tho Five L's. 
(I cons ider this conteins Skene's best-ever fight s equence . A.Y. ) 

Threatened by Three. ( Introduces Yvonnu , Kestr el E.nd ' fu Ling . ) 
The AffE.ir of the Secred Fire, 
In League '.igeinst Him. (The sequ el to 956.) 
The Cese of the 1 .. twell ldrcraft li'E,ctory. 
( Th~re is e rnention of Yvonne on Page 6 and Bl eke and Tinker 1:1r o 
said to boer the numbers 11 end 12 in the British Secret Service. , 

The Thousendth Chanco . (G. H.Teed's f eruous story of th e gTeet 
convention at Dr. Huxton Rymer's Sussex horno, Abbey Towers.) 

On Secret Service. 
(Introduce:s Julie Fortune of th e British Secr et Service. dkone I 
never wrot e of Yvonne egain after "U .J 'Y but only of Julie Fortun i . 
In this story, Bl 1:•ku doubl e-d i sguises hi mself to baffle Zeni th - 1 

stripping off one disguise he is r 0vealed es Leon Kestr el without ! 
disguise~) 

The C1;,se of th u Crimson Curt ein. 
(Skene's fin est story in th e opinio n of th e Editor of the "Union 
Jack- ' .) 

Plt:,gue . 
X-Ine. 
The Living JW[lsk. 
The Tr ein of Treg ody. 
The Stren ge Cese of the Jig-S aw Puzzl e . 
The Man in Steel, 
The 1.dzc1rd of 'Jurtz. 
l:1.bsolute .luthori ty. 
( ,.~ unique ynn in th r.t Blak:o is invest ed by the Secr et Service 
with fin f'uthority ebove th Dt of Coutts E'nd Scotlend Yc1rd its8lf. 
_'..J. though m,m at th e Yard mi ght oft en def er to Bl -ku 9 t he YPrd is 
elweys offici ally th ~ hi gher authority but not in this i nst ence.) 
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1128 lt Problem of Proof. 
1139 The Strflng e Aff eir of the Mf1ntel Register Gr ::ite. 
1160 The Mf e ir of th e Crumpled Peper, ( Introduces 3-0 P .m, Smith.) 
1162 Threeds of l!'de. (Z en ith doe s not Bppeer in this story which 

r el l' tes th e end of 3-0 E' ,m. Smith.) 
1171 The Plont of Prey. 
117 4 Zeni th Decl eres '·/er. 
1178 The N.(ystery of th e 1Vi£'sked Rid er, 
1182 ~ 1. IVzy-s t cry in Motl ey. 

(Julie Fortun e pl eys El pert h ere Dnd th e story is 'h elf r e lPted 
from the point of view of ZEmi th the .:ubino.) 

1188 The ll'lyst ery of th e Mechr,mic 8l Men, 
1216 The Aff E,ir of th 0 Were 1;folf. 
1229 The Tr ci l of th e NPmeless Three. 

(Boin g Dlso No.2 of the four Bl c1ck Trinity stori es in which 
Julir: • Fortun e pl Bys f1 pBrt, The oth ors Pr e 1228 9 1230 f'nd 1231. 

1240 The Ces e of th e Fri end of lVJpy Cubitt. 
1276 The Ce s e of the Gr 8y ~v elop e . 
1299 'l1he l.ff f'ir of th e Gr oa t SePL 
1310 The Probl em of th e Brok en Stick. 

(Bei ng , lso th e second GElr goyl e story. The oth ers er e 1307 end 1331. 

1325 The Humber ·:100dynd Mystery, 
1339 Th .0 Ce s e of th e Fifth l\/IPn. 

( Bej ng Dl :=Jo th e first of th e four Fifth MEin s eriGso '[h e oth ers 
er e 1349, 1356 f'nd 1382. ) 

1372 GBngst ers' Gold. 
1402 l' ill ers' Cr E:;ed. 
1412 Gr een Men. 
1419 Crooks' ,·ic1rnin g . ( In which Juli f' Fortun e plAys e p Brt.) 
1420 Ni ght Birds. ( H,:r e is notf'bl e diEllogu e b e tw een Bl E'h l Pnd Tinker 

1486 Croo k Cru sBde rs. 
on p flge 21,) 

(Bein g elso No.2 of th e f emous Proud Tr em Depot Series which ren 
from 1485 t o 149 0 i nclusiv e r:nd intro <·uc ed many fomous 11h1:1recters.) 

1505 The Rc:•in Mnkcr. 
1510 The Gold Mch :r. 

Scx ton Bl t:,ke Librery - F irst Seri e s. 
(List by IIr rry Homer , ch eck ed by Norton Pric e 

156 The Rumeni fm i;.:nvoy. ( :F~st eblimes thd Z,:mith wes fl Romrn i fln UPtion E'l) 
255 The .. 1.l bino' s Doubl e . 
370 Tho ..'.llilPzin g ,'...ffdr of th e Ron egede Princ e . 

Se cond Seri &s. 
13 The J\tzy-stl:)ry of th e Swenl ey Vi educt. 281 The V1:1ul t of Doom. 

155 The 1vzy-s t ery of th o Shot P .C. 291 The De1:1th of Four. 
173 The Gc:•s e of t he Cr ook M.P. 331 '11h .:; Fet1:1l Me sc ot. 
188 The Mim 1."1ho Squ ee l ed. 368 The Der elict House. 
133 The GE,ng st er's Reve ng e. 582 Reprint of No.13 - Seme Titl e . 
246 The Cr ook's .1\ cco mplice. 703 Re".lrint of No .155 - Samo Titl e , 
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Third Series. 
49 The .'..ff eir of the Bronze Besilisk. 

Zunith in "Det ective ':'ieekly 11 , 

8 The Box of Ho Sen. 
14 The Seven Dead Mctc·hes I~stery. 
21 Seeds of Sl eep. 

53 The Cese of th e Shuttored Room. 
71 The Clue of the Corsi1 en Coll er 
87 Th€ Blinding Clue. 26 The Crime Zone. 

SEXTON BL.L.KE STORIES OF 1.INTHONY SKENE - minus Zenith the Cubine. 

11'!1he Union J f'ck" 

1162 Thresds of F·te. 
1245 The mmnted Hotel l'zystery. 
1300 The Strenge .(iffdr of th o R(:)juv enf'tion Club. 
1317 The Croucher's Com~-Beck. 
1321 The Brolen M0lody. 
1389 .The Huedsmen. 
1405 The Hr te Doctor. 
1435 Sexton Bl c>ke Cleens Up Chicego. 
1442 The Cd spew. 
1464 The Fifth St eir. 
1479 ·r;rry House. 

44 
123 
145 
200 
206 
225 
261 
267 
273 
298 
303 
309 
317 

"Sexton Bl c1ke Librf'ry" 
(Second SeriGs) 

The 1.,.ffEiir of th e Seven ~{flrnings. 
rrhe Gi1::int City Swindle. 
The Cflse of th e Rejuv enPted Millioneir o . 
The Victim of th G Weterwriy, 
The Redium Profiteer. 
The Riddle of th e Three Merked .Men. 
Tha De£ith Trf'p. 
The Ni~ht Reiders. 
The LogEicy of Fuer. 
The Night Club Crime 
The Dee th Ga1g. 
The Nrmeless Five. 
Crook House. 

( Third Seri es . ) 

345 
356 
374 
381 
393 
405 
418 
447 
464 
566 

646 

692 

Green ~£isk. 
The R0d Stiletto. 
Tho Circus Crime. 
Tho Sil ont Mem·ce , 
Th~ £1 9000 , 000 Plot. 
'11he RoE1dhous o Murder. 
Missing M:.m. . 
The Riv ersid e Club Murd er. 
Tho Rush Hour r,r ime. 
The Terror of th e 

Tonements. 
Rcnrint of JIT§Pili~3rrf tl ol. 
Ronrint of Ng2!~ 5Titl e 

4 Reprint of Second Series No.356 - Seme Title. 
22 The ~fzy'st ery of th e Bombed Ilotel. 

153 The Men 'Jho Lost His Memory. 
"D,,t ectiv e '1eekly" 

5, The Felc Bn of FBmbridge ; 17, The ~'1'f'n '7ho Stole Life; 32, Des th in the Nline; 81, The Medium Murder Case; 92, The Clu e on th e Blotter. 
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GEORGE 1\/Ei.RSDEN PLUMMER 

This oldest, and in many ways, greatest of Sexton Blake's adversaries 
must obviously one dey form th e subj ect of a l engthy Monogr aph. But the 
amount of r esearch work will be considerable and until this can be done 
the Sexton Blake Circle are happy to off er what is believed to be the 
first complete and authenticated list of his tilts egEiinst Sexton Blak e 
since they first met in "Union Jack" No.222, deted 11th January 9 1908, 
until the de1;1th of Plummer in "Detective 1:leekly" No.31, dated 23/S e-ptember, 
1933. The first story was entitl ed "The Mc1n from Scotlend Yard" 2nd the! 
l est "The Secret of the Slums". These li s ts conc ern only the " U .J.", the 
"S.B.L." and th e "Do'iv." Populer opinion has it th at Plummer was the 
creetionof Mark Osborne but was t1;1ken over by G. H. Teed in the middle 
nineteen-tw enti es . It i s c1 pity to hDve to r el at e th at he lost much of 
his charact er with Teed 1;,nd becBme more en Bdventur er of th e Dr .Huxton 
Rymer ty pe with0ut the Doctor's attractiveness rather t han the gr een- eyed 
ex-Scotl and YE:rd men turned sup er-crook cr eet ed by Mar k Osborne. 

iinoth er phase wEJs th e Sekr-el-Droog one which must elso one df'y bo 
written ebout in some detdl by en int erested histori c1n. 

So th ese skE.tchy notes must serv 8 mE.,rely E'S introduction to th e ever 
important lists. 
~ The lrnt fo ur s t ori es of Plummer publi shei in th e "Union J eck" form 

a comph,t e li ttl EJ ser i es introducing Muri el MBrl, the GElng Girl , her 
BlliBnce with Plu mmer Bnd subsequent clash with his old consort V1:1li Mat e. 
VE•li. 

+ No.998 introduces :.:ubrey Dexter. 
+ " · 1000 is of course th e story of th e f emous convention et :i.bbey Towers. 
+ 11 1020 introduc 8S ])r. Huxton Rymer. 
+ " 1041, 1049, 1079 E•nd 1141 f ufltur e Plummer es Sc1.kr-"1Droog end the 

l ett er story elso introduc es ])r.Huxton Rymer 
E1nd prec ed ,s S.B.L. 11The Terror of T1:1ngier11

• 
+ " 1105 introduc es Yvonne Ci:,rti er , Mary Tr ent end ])r .Hux t on Rymer. 

There is some confu sion 0t thi s period, pe.rticulerly in the cf's e of 
th o work of G.H. Teed, between th e chronolo gy of "Unio n Jeck" stor ies end 
some "Sexton Bl eke Librery" stori es - for exempl e .Plummer cessed to liv e 
es SD.kr-elDroog when he met VE•li :Mat :=i-Veli in S .B .L. "Th8 '11iger of 
Csn ton" tmd S.B.L. "The Gre8t CenEll Plot" is pr eceded. by "U J ." 1122 
"The Mont e Ce.rlo lVJystery". lVIc1tt ers flre not hel ped by th e feet th Bt Blmo~ t 
811 th e S.B.L. stori es .wer e r eprint ed whic h is why I do not giv e the 1 numbers her e es of course ea ch story hrs t wo numbers. Col l ectors must 1

1 del ve into these det eils for th emselves s t present end th ey will find it 
ind eed e fascin ating t es k. Josie PE1ckm1m cit es imoth or cEJse which shows 
that T0ed wes not th e only culprit. Thi s is S .B. L. (First Series) No.92 
"The Boy '}ithout e 1\/fomory" which follows right on from "U.J." No. 772 
"The Mystery of th e L.:ppcel Tr i bun el". 

1-inot her point ebout the Plu mm,:;r sf:,gf' \h ic h must on-c: day be gone into 
in det eil is th Pt of f-'uthorship , As hPs been s tet ed, t his is note 
Monogr eph but Bill Col combe hes done 8 cert ain Pmount of r esep rch in this 
dir ection end we hop"' on0 dey th et he will be in a position to Pmplify hii: 
conclusions. 
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"From whet I cein gather," writes Bill, "Three euthors had e go at 
this cheracter with Merk Osborne taking over from Mflrk Derren (whose reel 
neme weis Norman Godd~rd). In feet I beli eve he ghosted for Derr rn when 
he first strrted work for the funalgf'mated Press end this mey eccount for 
the greet similerity in th eir styles of writing. I hf'd et first believed 
thet Osborne creeted Plummer but Len Prett, th e Sexton Blak e editor, told 
Wf.11 ter Webb that lVlei,rk DBrren (Normen Godderd) .wf's the re1:1l cr efltor of 
Plummer end t het Osborne took over from him. In eddition it wes confirme 
to me theit Osborne took Plummer over from someone else by his son, Den 
Bobin, whom I know well." 

Later of course G. H. Teed took over from Mflrk Osborne. Bill Colcomb 
gives his first Plummer in the S.B.L. es Second Series No,49 "The Crse of 
the Bookmeker Beronet" f'nd his first Plummer "U.J." es 1041 "The Hewk of 
the Peek" 001:1rt from 1000 Dnd 1020 in ,:hich he Wf.lS not the only oentrel 
ch1:1rscter. I em inclined to egree with Bill h0re es the SF'kr-ol-Droog 
idee does not smeck of Osborne end Plummer Wf.lS elweys more the adventurer 
then the super-crook efter he doffed ~'.rab robes end threw in his lot with 
VE:•li Met1:1-Vflli in S .B .L. Second Series No, 89 "The Tiger of Centon". 

But the s erious stud ent must teke cer eful note th et this is , in the 
· words of Bl eke himself, "Mere speculation without P grrin of feet t" 

PerhE!pS in the future th e past mfly be persuPded to give up its 
secrets~ 

(H.H.) 

List by Herbert Leckenby, checked end r evis ed by Herry Homer end Len PBckm n. 

No. 
222 
334 
342 
357 
365 
382 
453 

454 

456 
459 
469 
471 
473 
475 
476 
480 
484 
487 

490 
491 
496 

Gs;;ORGE M'..1.RSDfilT PLU.lVfMER 

"Thu Union Jf'ck" 
ThEi Man From Scotl t•nd Yerd. 
The Problem of the Yellow Button. 
The Mystery of Room II. 
Plummer Versus Bl Eke. 
The Cotton Corner. 
The :Mj'stery of BleDkmoor Prison. 
The Cese of the Convict Million-

n1re. 
The Cese of the NewspPper RrMa~ 
The BlFck:m2ilod Detective. 
The Brotherhood of Twelve. 
Tho Heir From TOXf'S. 
~ cese of Greft. 
The Greet Brnk Freud . 
The Cese of the £500,000 Lorn. 
The Grevt Turf Mystery. 
The Price of Silence. 
The S&cret of Bleekmoor Prison . 
Police Const~ble Plummer versus 

SGxton Blrke, Detective. 
Plummer in Society. 
Plumm~r' s Gc:mbling Den . 
Th6 ,1;\rbi trt ·tion Swindle. 

499 
502 
536 
537 
541 
546 
547 
566 
574 
586 

587 
590 

59.3 
609 
630 
635 

644 
658 
748 
772 

The -1 el sher. 
'l.'bo Gre[lt S"fe .Mystery. 
'11he 1:-forkings of Chence. 
Plummer's Prisoner. 
Plummer1 s '.ihite Hope. 
The :•1:in ,-fuo Sold His :Cstfltes. 
The Pursuit of Pl1:1,l)llller. 
Plummer .. :...t SGcJ. 
Tbe CPso of the Germon 'l.1rede. 
Th o C se of th e Missing 

Reservist. 
Tho Miiblion f'ire Trei tor. 
The CPse of tho Concentretion 

C8mp . 
J)lurmm,r 1 s Dilemmf • 
The Niystory of th e ~11osque. 
The Cese of the -·~udfoy Tif'rEI. 
The CPse of the T~ngleby 

Ef'rrings. 
Tho Circle of st~el. 
r:t'hc Pris oner of Por tillo. 
The Oil King's Secret. 
Tho TuT,yst ery of th (, -. ppel'll 



·----------------·--·------- -- ---- ---1 
George Mersden Plummer. "The Union JPck" (contd.) I 
No. No. 
855 The Cese of the Rivel Promoters. -'f255 Tho .\ffflir of the Rotten :Rflils. 
989 11 Rogue on 'Chenge. 1256 The Ca.Se 0f the Second Goblet. 

+ 998 The C[1se of the Doped Frvouri te. 1262 Th,~ Adventure of the Green I 
+1000 The ThousPndth Chence. Imps. 

6 j +1020 The Mystery of the Moving 12 3 Tho Terror of the Pit. 1 

+1041 
+1049 
+1079 

1093 
+1105 
+1141 

1254 

Mountl'lin. 1264 'l'hd Treasure of the "Isebel11:1". 
The HBwk of the ~eek. 1306 The House of Fear. 
The Str1;1i ts of l\izy'stery. ~ 1458 Tht=i t}ang Girl. 
Plummer's Missing Million. 0 1461 Sprnish Gold. 
Plummer's DeBth-RPy. ¢ 1471 The Prisoner of the Herem. 
Sexton Bl1:1ke I s Christmfls Truce. ¢ 1503 Honolulu Lu.re. 
The Kidnepped Correspondent. 
The C1:1sc of Colton's JVIule. 

Sexton Bleke Librery - First Series. 
24 The Men with the Green Eyes. 208 The Cese of the Cultured Peerl • 
54 The St olen Crovm. 227 In the Grip of the Tong. 
57 The CE:se of th e Two Bonkers. 228 •rho Hooded Riders. 
92 The Boy v;i thout e Memory. 249 ThG C£Jse of the Bogus Laird. 

103 The Stolen Pertnership Pepers. 276 .:1 18g1:1cy of Vungeence. 
109 Link by Link. 293 The ~.ys t ery M~nderin. 
142 Out of Reach of the Lew. ---------

Second Series 
19 The Greot Canel Pl ot, 
30 The ci:,se of the Long-Firm Freuds. 
35 'rhe (;ese of th e J\'Iummified mmd. 
49 The Cese of the Bookmeker 

77 
89 

103 
119 
128 

129 

144 
147 
161 
165 

173 
~07 
224 
239 
262 

The Terror of Tangier. 
The Tiger of CBnton. 
Tbe Ii'f,t Pl Pit. 

Beronet. 

The lVJys t er y of the ]' ilm City , 
The Cese of the Portugu ese 

Gi c1nt ess . 
The .:.'1dventure of tho Bogus 

The Case of th e Bogus 
The Rubrer Smugglers. 
Crooks in Clover. 

Sheik. 
Monk. 

The Adventure of th e Eighth 
lVIillioneire. 

The Gunmen, 
The Pearls of Doom. 
'l'he Crook of l\llr,rsd en Menor. 
CE•ssidy th e Con-MLn. 
The Crook of Pr.ris . 

277 
285 
297 
310 
343 
384 
391 
402 

415 
441 
495 

553 
590 
615 
628 
631 
644 
687 
693 
718 

The Yellow Skull. 
The Crime of th e Cet acombs. 
Gang 'far, 
The Crook of Costfl Blenc1:1. 
The House of Cell ars. 
Rogues of Rflnsom. 
The 8rook's Decoy. 
The Mystery of the Old Age 

Pensioner. 
Murder in Menchuri e , 
The Mystery of Cell 13, 
The Myst ery of the CPshiered 

Reprint 
Renrint 
Re-print 
Reprint 
Repri nt 
Reprint 
Renr int 
Re]ll'rint 
Reprint 

Officer. 1 
of No.30 seme titl e . ! 
of No.19 - Sl'me title. l 
of No .77 SPme title. 
0f No.89 - sDme title. 
cf No.103 - seme title. 
of No.119 - same title. 
of No.144 - s~me title. 
of No.147 - same title 
of No.165 - same title. 

I 
"Detective 1:'\'eekly 11 

25 Frnme - Up ~ 
31 Tht· Secret of the Slums, 
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List by Herbert Leckenby, checked by Harry Homer and Len Peckman. 

No. 
641 
646 
651 
655 
662 
668 

673 
677 
684 
689 
711 
815 

825 
833 

843 
848 
864 
886 
890 
891 
913. 

LEON KESTREL, the Master-Mummer • 
.f1.. Creation of Lewis Jackson. 

"The U.nion Jack" 
The Cese of the Chinese Mascot. 922 Kestrel's Intrigue. 
The Case of th e Missing .i.\.irman. 929 Prince Pretence. 
The Case of the _t\niline Formula. 956 Threatened by Three. 
The Affair of the Dutch Merchant. by Anthony Skene. 
The Mystery of Martin Esher. 958 The Convict Millionaire. 
The .tmezing Case of the Blind 961 The T·ihi te Sentinel. 

Fiddler. 969 In League _·..gainst Him. 
The Case of the \vhite Fugitive, · by .£in thony Skene • 
The Fools' Highway. 983 Doubh ,-Crossed. 
The Poisoned Fumes. 1000 The Thousandth Chance. 
The Greet Hoax. by G, H. Teed. 
The Greet Office l',zy"stery. 1022 The Cese of the Crimson Curta 
The Strange Case of the Nevel by :in thony Skene ! 

Li out enant. 1024 The Return of B0audelaire. 
The Case of the Decoy. 1053 The Shadow of the Pest. 
The Riddle of the Rector's 1076 The Syndicate for Sele. 

'."{ife . 1084 The Stren ·1e Case of the 
The Isle of Revenge. Runaway Surgeon. 
Kestrel's Great Bluff. 1099 The Law of the Claw. 
The Dance of Disaster. 1204 The Mysterious .\.ffair of the 
The Case of th e Bogus Jud ge, vanishing Stones. 
The Mist of Silieep. 1205 The Problem of th e Gerdener's 
The Case of th e P,Jral ysec. Man, Cottage. 
The Kestrel's Prey. -----------

List by Herbert Leckcnby, checked by Norton Price. 

LEON KESTREL 
Sexton Blake Library. 

(First Series) 

86 The Red Heart of the Incas. 139 The Kestrel's Claw. 
90 The Case of the Trans-11..tlantic 147 The Mystery of the X .• 0.4. 

Fly er s. J.55. The False "..libi. 
95 The Kestrel Syndi cflt e. 160 Kestr el's Conspiracy. 

106 . The Chink in th o Ji.rrnonr. 172 Thll Ledy of Ravens edge. 
111 The J ewels of T,/u Ling. 218 The Case of th e Bendigo 
115 The li.ffeir of the World's Heirloom. 

Chempi on. 238 The Fallen Star. 
127 The _ti'feir of th e Ori ental 296 Tho Bouse of ~ear. 

Doctor. 

(S econd Seri es) 
704. The Secr et of the Sacred Ruby. 

(Third Seri es) 
65 The Cuse of the Biscay Pirete. 
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MONOGRti.PH ON PAUL CYNOS 

By Harry Homer 

This short seri es se ems to me deserving of some specia.l attention 
if only for its ell-round excellence in plot and charact erisation on -.he 
part of Robert Murrey c1nd th o very high standerd ettained both in covers 
end inside illustrations by Eric Perker. ::.nether important point is its 
satisfying completen ess, but of that more anon. Let us begin, as is 
usual on theso occasions, with The List. 

No. Date 

1289 
1297 
1312 
1327 
1338 
1350 
1359 

30/Jun o/28. 
25/L.ugust/28. 
8/ D8comber/2€l. 
23/March/29. 
8/Jun o/29. 

. 3liAugust/29, 
2/Novornbor/29. 

The Seven Sons of Cynos. 
.:1. Million in Gold~ 
The Mystery of the Black Van. 
l ir e You PPul Cynos? 
I Defy~ . 
King's Evidencet 
Retributiont 

T.v.J can now see that this s eries of only sovon stories was spreed ove 
neerly a y~ar and a half or en average of but one episod e almost every si 
months. '.1hdhGr this was edi tori el policy or slo w rat e of production by 
the author, we cannot say; it may even have been that th ere was a spate 
of ~ood contributions rolling in to the offic ..., as the standard of that 
period was uniformly high. It was ei {tht months since Robert Murrey had 
finished th e Dr.Setira series and in that time Furg the Fur-Man came end 
went as did two short series of George Marsd~n Plummer and 'fa ldo the Peri 
Expert stories es w.:...11 os Lola de Guise, CaptEiin Christmas, ~~r. Hist end 
Peter th e Spid er - ell t hese also more or l oss in th o new form of not lea 
than two or more than eight yarns to a series. Tc2d, Skene, Murray, · 
Brooks, Chest E:.r , Evans, Hardinge end others were all writing at this time 
and th e Editor must have been a very happy man. Yes, it wes a rich, 
int ere sting imd w1ri€d period and I cen quit e understend why meny collectors 
r ote it as th e best in th e history of "The Uni0n J E1ck" , E'lthough I em 
inclin ed to prefer 1913 to 1916. But this after Pll is but a metter of 
person al tEJste 1:ind the mein tesk of e critic must elweys be to keep an 
attitude of strict importielity. 

Thus th e pr eamble, but it has not been possible this year iospite 
requests that I teckle such giants es George Marsden Plummer9 Zenith the 
: i.l bino 9 Prince TJu Ling or Leon Kes trc 1, to sey nothing of Dr. rru:xton Rymer, 
to attempt a full-l ength mono~raph. 

But th0ir turn will surely come ••• 
So whun nzy mind \egen to rove over the smeller canvasses from Heriri 

Gerock, the Snake, to the Mysterieus th·. Mist of lat 0r deys 9 I finally 
fixed upon Paul Cynos. 

Here we hElve p0rheps the almost perfect scri Gs ••• 
From a slm v start :llheso seven stories, when looked at BS one entity, 

work through e series of reelly tremendous climexes, to a complete and 
satisfactory finish. 

This is en event all too rare in Sextoo Blake lore and it is e pity 
for ~osterity's seke tha.t,even when he had got r: finished theme, 
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Robert Murrey did not tak e the trouble to hide the two weak spots. Of 
course we r ealise now that he was writing for the s·ake of money rather 
than posterity, but even so th ere ras such a thing as taking a pride in 
one's job in those days even if it is a lost kabit now. 

The fact remains tha.t in the very first story it is only hinted that • 
Mr. Latimer Biggs, K.C. had a family connection with the house of Cynos. 
I have read and reread the back cover, page 28, of th e first tale 
("U.J. 11 No.1289) end ma.intain that Murray left the issue very open ind eed 
as to whether or not Sexton Blake had unm~sked one or t wo of th o Seven 
Sons of Cynos. ThBt, cga in, is alweys a mEitter of opinion. 

In en attempt to meke quite sure of ~his, I went through th e books 
again 1md made out another list - of Sons end numbers this time. This 
however only served to further cloud the issu e beceuse I came a~ross 
another major error which I had f ai led to notice in th e reading. 

In the penul tima .te story ( 1338), Malcolm Burton is receptured follow 
ing the great breek from Brixton Prison, but in the last story (1359) he 
is found giving himself up to Sexton Blake outside Scotland Yerd1 

Making cill due allowances for po etic or li terery licens e 7 this is 
aad charftsmenship - and in a series which I have elreedy described as a 
model onet Yes, h~ might have made a further escape which is not men­
tioned in th e text end th ere Bre one or t wo oth er ways in which •fe might 
get round th ~ f eet that an es cBped mBn et th ~ &nd of one story is fr ee to 
give himself up at the start of the next - but nothing will convince me 
that the oxplanation is anything but one of cer el ussness. 

But hore et hie st i s th o list of the Seven Sons, thdr occupations 
and the numbers of the stori es in which th ey first were unmasked by 
Sexton Blt:!ke: -

1289 
1289 
l.297 

1312 
1312 

1327 

John S,1lby 1:/eit e , Home Secretny . 
Mr. Latimer Biggs, K.C. 
Edg1:,r RE!id, Menr,ger , Meldrum Str 8et br f!nch of Nationfll Bri tis l 
Benk, (In this story too , we f irst meet the twin brother (or 
vory ne£rly so ••• ) of Paul - the sc ornful Mexmmus Cynos. 
Melcolm Burt on, heed of the St oedfest Insurance Compeny. 
Prof~ssor SE..ptimus Cos, t he, Scientist - mciking f ive sons met 
with in f our stories. 
Det ective-S org c8nt Siburn , G.I.D. 
\"H, ill.Jet no new sons in 1338 but have Bl eke end Coutts worried 
t::,s to the id entity of th e l c1st on" who comes t o li ght in th e 
last st ory -

1359 in the p6rson of Dr. Harper Gerrick. 

Now if the eegle 12.ye of the hist orien not es thet th o distribution of 
the seven sons is carri ed out in en uneven m1::,nn -,r throughout th o series 
then so · is that of th e victims. 

1289 

1297 

1312 

Sbes J pbex Knowland, erst whil e pDrtn er of Pflul r,ynos 9 brought 
to book. 
~ir Herl ey Jpmes, once chi ef witn ess, now heed of British 

N£1tionPl BE,nk. 
hE,s Melcolm Burton, forem en of th o jury which convicted Pc1ul 
Cynos, ( rnot h0r exampl0 of hurri ud weE1lm0ss this, I f o0l ••• ) 
now r ,.,voeled 8 S a son whose Irisur ence Gompeny is held t o 
r 1msom for £250,000. 
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1327 Hes es victim Mr. Justice Swain - the judge of sixt een 

yu 1rs before. 

Ther e is no victim in eith er 1338 nor in 1359 but th e st ory 
between s ee s th e Couns el f or th e Cr own, Sir Thursby Thomes , K.C. 
es th e obj ect of Paul Cynos' hE'te end lust for veng eenc e . I 

One f eels th et Robert Murr8y somewher e f el l between th o t wo st ools 
of using th e f eth er end his s even unknown sons es instrum ents of vengeence 
or of makin g th em into e tr emendous crimim ,1 combin e on th e lin es of th e I 
Conf eder eti on, t o which t her e .is ind e:ed one r 0f er ence in th e s eri es, es 
th er e is al so t o Dr. Satir e . . 

But her e er e ell th e weekn ess es - th o r est i s ell imagining most l ofty1 
We hE,v e th e usu al sl ow Murrey opening t , th e s eri es with 1:1 good build­

up of mys t er y end hints of thrills t o come - ell br ought out in th e first 
story which sur ely hes one of th e best titl es end fin ust covers in the 
whol e lon g fift een- hi.:ndred- odd r ange of "The Uni on Jeck" . ri:'he sons er e 
not s o much f ea tur ed her e but we meet a deught er 2nd of cours e l e8rn much 
of Peul Gynos hi.ms Glf. We he r n el so of t he 1/olf' s Haed which pl eys e 
very big p1:1rt in th e s econd epis ode . Then t he mott o of t he Hous e of 
Cynos , "Lupus Est Homo Homini" 9 which ri ghtl y meBns th et ll/Itm is fl wolf 
t owards Men in th e lit er el tr ensl eti on , but i s bett er r .ndor ed by Robert 
Murr ay in th e mor e fr ee "Men Pr eys on lVIen". 

:a:ist ori en.s will ge t f1 shock her e 9 I did d eny r 1:1t e 9 when th ey meet 
one Bill Hi ggin s , br oth er -in-l aw t o Georg e Coutts end who ce lls th e Yerd 
men "' Erb" of ell t hing s t Hes anybody met Bill in furth er t ::l 0s? He 
s ets us e neet littl e pr obl em elmos t in th e vein of Lerry Plummert 

l~e in E' f i nv cover t o t his s econd st ory end e r eelly spl endid bimk 
r obbGry wi th Bla ke ju st comin g out on t op in r, cut- end-thrust b8t tl e of 
wits when he pl eys en ece to seve th e £~old but i s trump ed by P further 
se e fr om Cynos who sf ves hi msel f~ 

Number Thr ee i s perh eps th e hi ghli ght of t he s eri es end th e 
devest etion of London by mec1ns of br ec1king gl c1ss, fln i dee wor thy of the 
high est typ e of t hrill er f icti on. Mflny wi ll f'1so rcite it PS th e best­
writt en st ory ever t o come f r om Robert J\1Iurrc1y . The humour end intimacy 
of th e r ooms in Bflh r Str 8et l eeding up to the uns een shett eri ng of th e 
gl ass of whisky end sode 1md th e menti on of Dir k Doll end' s pictur e on 
the well ; cont ras t egeins t t hE:) di nner Gt th e Hot el Megni f ic ent in 
Picc edilly wi t h its et mosph::,r e of luxur y end gt:istr onomic el well -being 
l eadin g up t o th e sprea di ng of th b splin te rin v gl cs s on ell s id es Pnd 
th e subs equent cheos t hr uughout t he ·.-i-ost En:l cf London end ev0n beyond , 
end one finds e stt:inder d of wr i tin g very hi gh fo r such B hmnbl e pepe r -
sinc e 1946 I heve paid thr ee hDlf-cr ovms f vr 8 l es s thrilli ng id ea find 
a fBr wors e-writt en develo pment of it . It i s pos s ibl e th at C,Jutts is 
made Elt t i mes 8 litt l e t ('O obtu se but we edult critics mus t r emGmber th et 
we writ e of st ori es whi ch wer e writt en f or boys or fo r men of no very 
gr eet int ell oct. Two hebi ts of ;~rernmflr cert ciinly irri t et e - th e continu el 
use of en edverb "puzzl edly" end t he word " cffe ctu el ly" f or " ef f ectiv ely". 
The f irst is ind eed 8n ugly wor~ but Murr oy l oved t o use itt Illu str eti ons 
cill thr ough this number er e th e ver y hi ghes t s t P.ndflrd of Eric Perk ~r . 

Thi s hi gh s t endflr d of writin g end novelty of i dee is cflrri ed on in 
th e next t el e 8S is th e hi gh que lity of illustr c1ti on . St uden t s of Bl ?ke 
l or e have oft en di s cus s ed et club mdetin gs , over t ee -t ebl o end bElr or in 
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the quiet of priv ~t e homes that wretched problem of the euthor of the lest Confederation ot ory. MPy~e there 8re still e fe w who believe thet Murre~ 
wrote it - then le t them reed the middl ~) column on page f uur of "U .J •11 1327. And thereafter hold their peecet Here surely is one of the best BAker I Stre et scenes of them all - including those of Gwyn Evens. Hes deer old Coutts ever be en better portreyed? .And the firm deep r eleti onehip between the two? In this s t ory elso Sir Henry Feirfpx plays quite a pert es does · Soot land Yerd its elf . ;t sl ow stE'lrt with London in rn uneasy qui et, e rising tempo thr ough excitement end sensetion to greet end greve disaster 
and a dremetic finish with the whole of Scotl and Yard itself half-destroyed, baffled t=1nd et hry ~ vYhat more do you went f or your t wopenc e, boys, the epeceships and germbombs of 1952? 

"I Defyt" cerries on right from where the last st ory ended e.lth ough 
the poor old r eader hed t o weit from th e 23rd of Merch until the 8th of June t o get it, This time the interest in the series is shown bye new departure - the serie:s is liilled on the ti tle-pflge es the "fifth episode in the Bleke-Cynos cAmpflign", th e titles, but not the numbers , of the previous stories are given end it is announced th et the series is illustr r ted through­out by E. R. perker. The trial s cene is splendid if rether reminisc ent of the gr eet Mr. Ree ce triel uf Confederation dflys E1nd the whole st ory D 
further chapt er of what hes gone bef ore - in f eet , it sh ould hardly 1e described es a st or y in itself at all. A ding-d ong battl e of wits. 

The penultime~ e episode giv es us the greet break from Brixton Prison but the fin E'll chapt er, with Cynos certifi ed ins Pne end going t o a ghastly death in the lest chepter efter which Bleke est eblishes his sanity, comes es rather en enti-cli~ax. 
But eny end t o such a very high st enderd of s eries ~ould como es that end I repeat my contention th ~t the short Peul Cynos series deserves t o stend ve:uy hi gh in th e list of th ose who make up our gPll ery of Sexton 

Bleke chBract eris Bti ons. 
Pity th at I must w-~ite it down as th e lest worth- while work done by 

Robert Murray f or t!1e "Union Jflck", So l et us th en be 1:'ll the more 
thenkful f or :i. t ~ 

( Hnry Homer • ) 
11.ugust 9 1952. 

THE SEX'rON Bk .. KFJ wonhl:l OB' EDT."vY SE;.RLES BROOKS Iiil' "Till: UNI ON J~,.U.K" 
..li..ND "THE SEXTON BL:J<E LIBR.ffiY" 

With some Wat es on cert Pin cher ecters o:r-eet ed Bnd us ed by him 9 in pe:utia'.ll er Rupert Wald o , the Wonder-Men; Nels on Lee and Eust ece Cavendish. The Lists by Bob Blythe end Her bert Leckenby, additi ons by Roneld Rous e; th e check­ing by Len PE1ck:m2n find Harry Homer ; th e Notes by Bob Blythe 9 the whole edited by Her ry Romar , 

It is hoped th fft t his por ti on of our f e1Jture will h ~lp t o cl eEr up maizy obscur e points which have long worri ed coll oct ors 9 not only of Sexton Blake lore bu.t els o our fri ends and rivBls who f flvour th e edventuros of Blak e 's gr eatest ri\ ~el - Nels on Lee, the man fr om Gr3iY' s Inn R0e.d, and his ebullient you..~g essist ent, Nipp er . · 
There ere in deeJ. meny who do not r eDlis e whet a l ot of Sext on Bl ake 
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wc,rk wes done by Edwy S f'rles Br ooks 8nd mPny '.1or c wh riro ::.gn·,r · nt .>f 
the many occesions when Bl1:1k e vnd Lee worked t ogether in such close 1md 
pleesf'nt hermony. HE1d not the lE'tter elected to settle dv ,m f't St .Frenk s, 
who kn ows but thet th er e might somedey heve be en f or med the gr 0et ost enti­
crime p ertn orship one pe rmenent bes is ever se on in our society? But it 
was net tv b e end 1:1s the cob webs ge th er ed in Gm.y's Inn RoPd 9 so the men 
fr ::-m Erk er Street se w l ess1:>nd l ess r,f his fri end flt St .Fr Pnl.c1 s 81 th ough 
un tw o vccesL:ms ( "U ,J. 1 s 777 & 794) Sex t on BlRkv end Tinke r p Pid visits 
to the femous school. 

But it must not be th ought th et Br , oks wes the f irst eu th or t o rec ord 
the j oint ceses cf th e t wo fE>mous detectives becfluse it wes Rob er t Murrey, 
in "U .J. 11 683, 11 In D,)Ubl e Hf'rness", who wr ~1te 0f th e ir ini ti fll meeting on 1 

fl c1:1s e Bl th , ugh thlsy v,er o old frhnds E't tho club or tiver fl dinnur teble. 
1.111d ··vfll ter ,..{ebb h cis writt en of e very ePr ly collabo retion b et w0en them in 
Edw8rdien tim vs t Th0 essocL :iti on between the t wo is fully gene into by 
Murrfly un Page SLven of this story in "U.J. 11 688. Br ooks in his first 
col1E1boretion story ("U.J ." 768) slides gently into this with E' stet ement 
by Tinker on PE\;e Ten thet Lee is "- one of th e guv'nor' s best fri ends." 
Li::•ter whGn th ey find th ey ere both eng flg ed on the sflme cflse Blflke 0f fers 
t o withdrEJ w.but Lee suggests th ey work t ogother. 

Now it should , e mentioned h t)re that your ed it or hes expe ri enc ed 
some littl e difficulty in cl£issifying Br uoks I v.Jrk i n th o er ,rly strgos. 
It is cl Gar t c, us who Eire n ow hist oriens th flt h o much preferred writing 
in th e first p ers on . This feet is f flr mor u evid Gnt in tho "Nelson Lee 
Library" th en in his "Union JE'ok" work. But rit thu time 0f writing I 
f ee l thr1t he wes exp(;r imonting an d e l th ough s er ies ofter series vrere 
started in th e "U,J." which I heve clessified ec c ordin g t o th e eover sub­
titl es, parts of mEiny oth er stories F.1r e n 1:1rrflt ed by Tinker or Nipp er, 
sometim es in th e f orm of letters from one t:J th o other; oth E,rs in strPight 
first person writing. 

Th o mDin separE>tions I heve meneged t ~ estPb lish ~roes follows with 
th e ebbroviations us ed by th e side of the titl es in th e Lists · -

Tink er' s Cese Dirry , •••• , •••••• • 'I'. C-D. 
Letters between _ Tink er 1:1nd Ni ppe r. 
Sexton Bleke 's Crse-Book 
Tink er's Letter-File 

• L.T.N,. 
S.B. C-B, 
T. L-F.. 

• • N .B .T. Ner r r tiv e by Tinker • , , • 
Nerr e tiv e by Sexton BlE'kG •. o o • o • f f / 3 oB o 

In eddition t o these 9 for th ose who er e k ~en on detril I hovo noted 
th e f oll owing, vls o wit h ebbrevi f1ti ons·-

Fe turing Ne lson Loe • • • • • • • • 0 

Eu s t eco Cavendish • • • • , • • • • , 
1:feldc (1.1.) t he 'fonder-MPn Rnd Cr ook 
'YPldc, !B ) ••• th e Robin Hciod of Crime • 
,.-, F ld o C ) • • • th e Pe ril Expert • • , • 
Weld o D) ••• t he r cl1:1pse int o Crime 

•• F. N.L. 
o ttjoCo 

• ••• ,-v.(.1.). 
•••• 'Y.(B). 
• • • • nr.(c). 

• ·1 ,(D ) . 

The numbers ,f the t vro stcries in which St .Frr. ·nk' s is feetured ar ,e 
both merked by es t erisks. 

B0b Bl y th e, whc w r ke d out m~,st of the detril on this fe['ture, n otes 
"U.J ."s 1219 to 1222 ( inclusive) os being the tr1ms iti om1l peri od from 
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'Weldo as e Robin Hood of crime into his phPse es e Peril Expert; this 
short series depicts him es A Prof essi onal Avenger. 

E. S. Brooks h::1d his own Scotland Yflrd men in th e she .pe of Chief 
Detective-Inspect or Lennerd, fl genial hearty type with plenty of hard 
common-sense. 

It might save meny qu~ri es if we included here Bob Blythe's comment 
on Rupert Weld o 's son, Stenley. He first epp eers in the Nelson Lee 
Library (First Seric:ls) No. 175 "Weld e , th e 1Jonder-B oy". In this story, 
Nipper seys cf him: -

"My guv'nor lmows Mr, Weld o f flirly well," seid Nipper keenly, 
"Well, we're elwflys le erning something, eren't we? This is the first 
time I knew th et Mr. Vi"Aldo hBd fl son •11 

Stanley l ooked rather th oughtful. 
"'Well, es e matter of feet, I hflven' t long lmown the .t I hed f1 

father," he edmitted, "Two yeers ego I lmew precticelly nothing of 
my parentage. I wes in e preperfltory sch ool end I th ought tha .t both 
my perents were deed, It's only r ecently th At my fether mf•do himselj 
lmown t o me," 

''v°/hf't Wfl S the ideeiil" esk ed Hendforth curi ously. 
''Well, until two yeers ago (The det e of this st ory is 7/9/29 - Bt.) 

my fath er was - well , he wasn't eerning en honest living , " sa.id 
Stenley qui etly, "But now he I s the re ril Expert (First Pi:,ril Expert 
story in "U.J, 11 det ed 21/1/28; last ':-/e1ldo Cruok st ory in "U,J." dete 
19/3/27 so it checks f airly enough - H .H.) end he I s e m1m of honour 
E•nd honesty, He sew no r eflson why he sh ould keep me in th e derk any 
longer end sc; he cl flimed me E:'S his own." 

Bob Blythe, end I egr ee with him , think s thi s quite fl pl eusible 
explanation but f inds hi mself l eft wondering ~ho ~ct ed vs th e boy's werd 
during th ose y eArs end wher e ho spent his holideys, etc. Bob does not 
think he WflS meent to l Ast l ong er than his f ath er's cere er es a Peril 
Expert es he disflpp eers fr om th e "Nels on Lee" bef or e Weil do Seni or's 
r eversion t o crim e . 

There 'is no menti on of e moth er but Bob end myself fe el th nt some 
tr !:lgedy lurks behind one of Rcpe rt Wald o 's frequ ent soj ourns on the 
Continent wh~r e th e merri age pr esumebly t ook pl ece t here being no r ecord 
of it et Somers et House end we do not feel th!:lt St enl ey woul d hP:ve 'Deen 
eco epted et St.Fr enk 1 s hrd he been born under e bAr sinis t ert . 

Lastly a r eminder th at 1490 is t he la st of t he Proud Tr em Depot Ser .es. 
If th ey do nothing els e , I think t hat th os e Not es shoH the cher ecte ; 

of Rupert 17eld o t c be f er 1ett er Qrewn end mor e f ully develo ped then is 
th ought by m.:,ny coll ect ors who dis miss him mer ely es e cr ook poss ess ed o 
enormous str ength and an immunity t o pa in. Thos e who r ead th e not es end 
supplements t o th e · old "U .J •11 will r emember thet mflny is th e sci entific 
explan ation off er ed , sometim es by v ery high euth ority, f or some of the 
f eats set down t o th e credit of th e Wond er-Men. 

After ell, he did att oin t o th e high offic e of Deputy C0mmi ssion er 
when Sext on Bl r ke wes eppointed Chi ef Ccmmi6Si oner of Scotl ond Yard 
(

11U.J. 11s 1425 and 1433) - add with equr l powers t oo l 

H.H. 
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SEXTON BLAKE STORIES BY 8DWY SEARLES BROOKS 
---:----------------::--gc--~-===•E•-----=-

(Lists by B6b Blyth e end Herberi Leckenby, edditions by Ron~ld R 1use; checked by Len Peckmen, the Notes by Bob Blythe; th e whole edited by HElrry Homer. ) 

No. 
446 
720 
726 
729 
733 
737 
738 
750 
768 
771 
774 
777* 
781 
784 
786 
788 
793 
794 ·l!-
796 
798 
799 
800 
801 
805 
810 
813 
817 
831 
859 
862 
865 
870 
874 
888 
892 
942 
948 
962 

1054 
1077 
1104 
1118 
1131 
1132 

"The Union J r ck" 

The Cof f ee St ell Mystery. 
'Twixt Sunset end Devvn. T. 
The Riddl e of Yew Hollow T. 
The Vt:•ll ey of Crags. T. 
The Secr et of th e Third Penel. 
The Peril of th e Tr ehernes. 
Run t o Eflrth. 

C-D, 
C-D. 
C-D. 

T . C-D, 

Rescued by ~er upl Elne. T. C-D. 
The Mount Stoneh am Murder Mystery. 
The Mystic Cypher. 
The Dual Det ectives. 
The Fl ashli ght Clu e . 
The Cese uf th e Ameri can Soldi er. 
The Crooks of Rapi d Holl ow. 
The Terr or 0f '.l'r evis 1:Vold. 
The Stud ded Foot prints. 
The Cese uf th e Holl ow Dc1gger 
WEld o, t he .... londer- Men. 
Hoodwinked~ 
The Cas e uf t he Fiv e Heirs, 
The Clu e of the Fr ozen Knif e . 
The .Li.ffeir of th e Br onz e · Monkey. 
The Shrnghaied Det ectiv e . 
The Ces ~ 0f th e St ecey Rubi es. 
The Cluo ,)f th e Second Bull et. 
The Riddl e of Quint on Grenge . 
The Gr eet Spiritu ali sm Cese . 
The Vall ey of Lost Men. 
The ].lzy's t ery of th e Gnarl ed o~k. 
Tin ker's Bi g Cese . 
The Clue cf th e Green St ain. 
The l'V'(yst ery of th e 9~12 ~~pr e ss. 
The Chessingt on Towers Mystery. 
The Rumen Link. 
The Cas e of th e Chin ese .Antiqu e . 
In th e Grip of Weldo . 
The 1vond8r- Men' s Chr ll enge . 
Rupert Weld o - Stuntist . 
The Fl 1:1min g Spectr e of Clo ome . 
The El ectric M1:in. 
The Leopard of Droone . 
The Aff d r of th e Roman Re lies 
The Peuper of Pengarth Casstl e . 
The Curs e of Pc:ngnth Cast.l e . 
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F. N.L. 
F.N.L. 
F. J\T,L. 
F. N.L. 
.T. C-D. 
F. N.L. 
F. N.L. 
F. N.L. 
F .N.L. 9 L.T.N. 
·1,( A)9 T. C-D9 F. N.L. 
F .N.L. ; N.S .B. 
1;7.( A); N.B.T . 
F .N . L. ; T . L-F. 
S .B. C-B. 
··1.( i1.) 9 N.B.T . 
·-{. (.~ h F • N • L. :; 
T . L- F. 
P1:1rtly T . L-F • 
. : • (_'I.) ; F' .N . L. 7 
T. L-F . 
T. L-F . 
N .B .T, 
rr .( i.). 
T. L-F . 

'I . (A). 
'1.( A). 
~{ .( 11.) 0 

':' .( B)-. ';{.lB). 
1V. B). 
'J . B). 
·:r.( B). 
17 . ( B ) • 
'7.( B). 
':f.( B). 

N .B .T. 

N .B .T. 



No. 
1135 
1219 
1220 
1221 
1222 
1266 
1267 
1268 
1320 
1322 
1354 
1357 
1358 
1364 
1384 
1425 
1433 
1490 
1499 
1501 
1507 
1516 
1528 
1530 

6 
12 
13 
33 

374 

33 
43 

406 
559 
641 
683 
744 

6 

11 
19 
28 
33 
48 

ii 

The Great Stadium Sensation.' 
Waldo's Wonder Stunt. 
'Jlhe .Llffair of the Professicnal Avenger. 
The Case of the Second Blackmailer. 
The Lightning-Flash l\t'stery. 
The !.ct'fair of the Bronze Mirror. 
The Diamonds of Devil Pool. 
Jungle Justice. 
The Caee of the Shrivelled Men, 
The Captive of the Crag. 
The Case of the Three Black Cats. 
Terror by Night. 
The Death Snsre 
The Frozen Man Mystery. 
Quivering Steel. 
The Red-Hot Racketeers. 
Sexton Blake on the Spot. 
The l'ey"stery of Blind Luke. 
Once e Crook ••• 
Waldo's 1Jsy Out. 
Red Sand. 
Sexton Blake's Understudy. 
~he House of Light. 
Village Vengeance. 

The Red Spider. 

SEXTON BL_..J(E LIBR...RY 
(1!,irst Series) 

The Peril of the Prince. 
The Case of the Twin Detectives. 
The House with the Double Moat. 
In the Night Wetch. 

( Sec ond Series) 
The Impersonators. 
The Riddle of the Lascer•s Head. 
The Bl eck Dagger. 
The Midnight Lorry Crime. 
The Three Frightened Men. 

rr.(B) . 
11. ( B). -1. 
":'{. (B). -2. 
';l.(B). -3. ~/ .!B). -4. 
1J • C) • -1. 
W. C). -2. 
'J. ( C). -3. 
1;/ • ( C) • 
'Sf.(C). 
E.C. 
rf . ( C); 
'7 .( C), 
E.C. 
E.C. 

E.C. 

1J.(C)j E . C. 
' i .(C); E.C. 
'7.(C). 
;{ • !D) • 
•J. D). 
W. D); E.C. 
-·, • D) • 
':'i.(D). 
-i .(D). 

·7. (B). 

'~f . ( B). 

Reprint of No.33, (Second Series)- Seme Title. 

Reprint of No.374 (First Series) - Same Title. 
~1.(B), 
'7. (B). 

(Third Series) 
The Riddl~ of the Bo1y on the Rosd. 

Detective 'Jeekly 
The Hollow Giant. 
The Tree-Top Murder. 
The HirGd ~~venger. 
The Pool of Escepe 
From Informetion Received. 
The Riddle of the Five Strange Guests. 
The Mvste:nr of the Miser Landlord. 
~ Secret 1-rom the ~hamee. 
Murder on the lVIidm.ght Coech. 
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THE SEXTON BLllKE '.10RKS OF GEORGE H.MILTON TEED 
IN THE "UNION J ASK'' AND "THE SEXTO:!if BL..'.J(E LIBR.'.iRY" 

':Ii th some Not es on cert ain characters cr eated by him, the List by Bill 
Colcombe, checked by Len Peckman and Harry Homer; the Notes by Bill 
Colcombe and Harry Homer. 

G. H. Teed perh ~ps of all the Sexton Bl ake authors cre ated the 
longest list and the most varied gall ery of characters. Some of them, 
like Yvonne Cartier and Dr. Huxton Rymer, were giants of their kind and 
r an through the stori es for year upon year; oth ers, like June Severanc e 
and Princ e Menes, just f ailed to ring the bell and were thro ·m1 into the 
discard without compunction. The one faili ng of this fine author was 
that he seldom brought e series or a char acter to a definite end - t~ey 
just stopp ed appearing in his stories. :mot h8r point about him was tha 
Teed would have none of Coutts but had his own Scotland Yard man in 
Inspector Thomas. 

Many will say thBt his gr eat est creation was Yvonne Cartier who was 
written of at l ength in last yeer's "lrulm 1l" .'¥ Others will submit thet 
the colourful Dr. Euston Rymer to wers hev.d and shoulders above th em all. 

She came near est of all to f eeturing et tim es in series which may b ~ 
call ed complete , such es the first eight Teed stories publi she d in the l 
"U .J. 11 which ar e now known as the Vengeence series. .:i.gain, she f ePtured 
in the Isl and Colony series starting with 631 as th e first of four. Later 
cE1mo the "Mademois elle Yvonne, Consult ant" run st ertin g with 963 which I 
was a series of complet e stories r ath er th an a se ri es. Lastly she played 
a part in th e Nirv ena stori es. I 

The origin of Dr . Huxton Rymer end hi s f irst meeting with Sexton 
Blake is shroud ed still in myst ery but in 488 111:1hen Greek Meets Greek" it 
is quite clear th E•t th e two hav e met before . but it could not possibly 
have been in th e pages of the "Union J ack". Thi s is P poi nt which the 
Sexton Bl F1ke Circle hope very much to cl ear up on day end \·vou.ld welcome 
any auth entic inform Et ion on the subj ect. 

·Princ e '/ u Ling v.12s a greet chern ct er and must som.a day be the subj ect 
of a detailed Monogr aph but his Egyptif'n coun·cerp art, Princ e Menes, nev er 
measured anywhere up to the s~iendid char ect eris ation of th e Chinaman. 
He r en to only six stori es in th e "U.J." - four betwee n 722 °md 731 th en 
D long gep until 1067 and 1112/13. 

Somehow Teed seemed to drew bad women r at her better th an he did good 
ones. Jun e SeverE!nce ".vr•s v. pa llid wrPi th compered to Yvonne when th e 
l etter was on th e wrong side of the l ew, whi h th e exotic Meri e Gfllente 
Eind the vivid V1'1li i1etfl- Vf1li flemed besid e th e wis hy- wsshy Wirvan e . 
Mery Trent W8S t he only well-dr awn sympE•thetic women of TEJed I s 9 and 
Muriel Merl th e only successful ef fort to cr eate a re elly modern woman, 
and sh e only r en to four stori es with Georg e rt1ersd en Plummer. It is of 
int erest to no+.e h0r c thl"t Meri e Gfllflnte wDs introduced in "U.J." 984 
as e new chc,r act er, wher ees she end Bla ke had of course met in 710t 

* See "Monogr eph on Yvonne Ccrtier" by Harry Homer. 
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Other Teed cherecters were discerded when their typ es becBme out of 
date such as the aristocratic Beron Beeuremon, the finencier Hammerton 
Palmer end the melodramatic Black Ret and Bleck Eagle. John Potter 
seemed t1' be 1:• feeble effort to find e lover for Yvonne end WElS doomed 
to fe iilure from the start. 

Lastly ce:me Beron von KrEivi tch but too lPte in the dvy to meke much 
impression as by then th e er 1:1 of gr eBtness in our boys' pa.'T?ers wee on th~ 
wane • 

.Another oddity is that Te ed gave Plummer a brother, Lerry, in S.B.L 
Second Series No. 418,but this elso wes quite la.te in the dfly. 

Mery TrEint joined Rymer in S. B.L. First Series No.253. 
Vali Matfl-V E· li teem ed up with Plummer in S .B .L. Second Series No .89 i 

The Three lfusketeers ( 1...lgy Som~rton, Archie Pherison and Roger 
Feetherston) first 0ppe er ed in "U.J ." ~ro.977 l'lnd first mGt th eir vicious 
ben efactor, MEltthew Cerdol ek, in "U .J. 11 1018. 

!illother gr ePt strength of Tee d's WPS his minor ch aract ers. 
Hong Lo Soo, the geniel Chin ese merc hant of Pack ers Court ; Sir 

Gordon Sedl er or Hsui Fsi, th e n:wstery man of Sen Frencisco and even 
minnows such as Jo e Morris ( "U .J." 1100), Ke11y th e gi e:rt doorman e:t the 
Hotel Veneti e , Madame Goupolis th e Gr dek edventuress rnd 1:, dozen more 
ell C£•me to life when he c elled upon th em. 

REPRINTS 
Reprints mentioned in th e Lists ~r e the seme es th e originals, And 

mey be r e1:1d es such, but we hF"ve ignored the 11:,t er 11Det 0ctiv e ·1ee klies 11 

es the st ori es wer e so much re-written es ttil bevr little r es emblanc e to · 
th e originals. 

CHRONOLOGY 
.b.s mentir1n ed in th e Notes whic h pr eced e the George Mersd an Plummer · 

Lists, either Teed or his editors, hPd the h 8'hit of popping e story into 
th e Sexton Bl ake Li'hr ery which hed t:o direct beni ng on one or more 
11union J f'lcks". One exf'mple is of 11U.J."s 714 ond 718 which ere sequ els 
whose action directly follows on in S .B .L. (First Seri es ) "Th e Diemond 
SU1.\burst" which is the l flst epp eflr flnce in eith er Librflry of Jim Potter 
and/or The Bl e ck Ret. 
· ~:.nother di f ficulty is pre sent ed by "U .J. "1172, "The Clu e of the 
Cr flcked Footprint 11

• This Rymer story is ? r eprint of S. B.L. (First 
Series) No. 360, "Th e Ces e of th e J E·de-Hf'ndled F"nife 11 

• 

. ~ ... Not e may b e ml:lde th et "U .J. 111100 pr ecedes 1122 "h ic h in its turn 
is en introductory story to S.B.L. (S econd Series) No.19 which was l ~ter 
reprinted f'S No .59 0 - "The Gr eDt Cim al Pl ot". 

Also th £lt S .B. L. ( F irst Seri es ) No. 23 3, 11The DiPmond Dr egon" Wf'S 
e. reprint of "U .J." Ji:o .493 of th e s ame. titl e . 

G. H. TEED I S -10RK IN 11THE: UNION JJ;.CK" 
No. 
485 
488 
492 
493 
495 

Beyond REt ch of th e Lrw . 
' ':h en Greek Me &ts Gr e ek. 
On th e Brink of Ruin. 
The Di amond Dr Bgon. 
Settling DPy. 

Yvonn e CE•rti er. 
Yvonn e CErti er & Dr. Huxton Rymer. 
Yvonn e C"-rtier. 
Dr . Huxton Rymer. 
Yvonne Certier. 

-~---



No. 
L Jlinisier of the Crown. Yvonne Cartier. 
The Detective L.irman. Yvonne Cartier. 
The :Missing Guests. Yvonne Cartier. 

498 
501 
505 
507 
509 
510 
512 
518 
519 
526 
528 
529 
543 
548 
552 
555 
558 
559 
560 
564 

The Brotherhood of th e Yellow Beetle. Prince 7u Ling. 
By Right of Possession. Yvonne Cartier. 
The Idol's Spell. ~fu Ling. 
IJlhe Yellow Sphinx Yvonne Cartier, Dr.Huxton Rymer,r-lu Ling. 
The Bl ack Jewel Case. Yvonne Cartier. 
The ~1hi te MandEirin. \i U Ling. 
The Yellow Octopus • Dr. Huxton Rymer, 'Ju Ling. 
The Mystery of 'Jalla Walla. Yvonne Cartier. 
The Sacred SphGre. Yvonne Carti er, Dr.Huxton Rymer,'f7u Ling. 
The Grey Domino. Yvonne Certi or. 
The Case of th 8 Radium Patient. Yvonne Cartier 9 Dr.Huxton Rymer. 
Pirated Cargo. ~u Ling. 
The Council of Eleven. BEiron Heauremon. 
The Death Club . Yvonne Cartier, Hammerton Palmer. 
The Lost ICing. The Council of Eleven. 
The Mountaineer's Secret. The Council of Eleven. 
The Crimson Pearl. Yvonne Carti er, Dr.Huxton Rymer, San and 

~he Brotherhood of the Yellow Beetle. 
571 A Fight for an Earldom. 
573 The Sweater's Punishment. 
576 The Refugee . 

The Council of Eleven. 
Yvonne Cartier. 
The Council of Eleven. 

579 ~ Voice from the Dead. San Eind the Brotherhood of the Yellow 
Beetle. 

582 The Great Cigarette Mystery. Yvonne Cartier •. 
584 A Soldier - and 8 Man. Yvonne Cartier. 
5$8 The Case of the German Colony. 
591 The 11/tYstery of th e Banana Plantation. Dr. Huxton Rymer. 
594 The Coniston Diamonds. The Council of Eleven. 
596 The CElse of the Poisoned Telephone. ,-ru Ling. 
597 The ~';rrrry Contract Swindle. Yvonne Cartier. 
599 The Vengeance of the Eleven. The Council of Eleven. 
607 The (}.uest of the Grey Panther. ':lu Ling. 
613 Scoundrels 1..1.1. Dr. Huxton Rymer & The Council of Eleven. 
614 The Secret of Kilchester Towers. Yvonne Certier. 
616 Bribery and Corruption. Hammerton Palmer. 
618 Sexton Blake - Pirate. Dr. Huxton Rymer. 
622 The Case of th e Cabinet l/linist er. 
631 The Man with th e Sc erred Neck. Yvonne Cartier, Bob Cartier. 
633 Fugitive From Justice. Yvonne Carti er. 
639 1 .. t th e Turn of th e Hour. Yvonne Certier. 
656 The Island of Fear. Yvonne Cartier. 
663 The Case of the Missing Princess. 
669 A Corner in Vanilla. Yvonne Cartier. 
685 The Blue God. Yvonne Cartier, Dr.Huxton Rymer and 

Hammerton Palmer. 
692 The Sunken Schooner. Yvonne Certier, Dr.Huxton Rymer. 
697 The Broken SpE:n. Yvonne Cartier, Jim Potter. 
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No. 
701 
703 
706 
101 
710 
712 
714 
715 
718 
f22 
723 
727 
728 
731 
933 
959 
963 
964 
965 
971 
977 
980 
981 
982 
984 
986 
990 
991 
994 
997· 

1000 

1001 
1004 
1008 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1017 
1018 
1020 

1023 
1026 
1028 
1031 
1033 
1035 
1040 

The Black Rat. Yvonne Carti er, The .Black.Rat. 
The Emer ald Necklace . 
The Crest of the Flood. Yvonne Carti er, Jim Potter. 
The Opium Smugglers. The Ela.ck Ret. 
At the Full of the Moon. Mari e Gebnte. 
The Case of Extradition. The Black Rat. 
The Three Millionaires. Yvonne Cartier, Jim Potter. 
Uncut Diemonds. The Black Rat. 
The Case of the Lorimer Twins. The Black Rat. 
The Case of Re-Inc arnation. Prince Mones. 
The Secret Hand. Princ e Menes. 
The Pearls of Silence. Professor Lawrence Heswell . 
The Case of the Crimson Terror. Prince Menes. 
The Invisible Ray. Prince Menes. 
The Treasure of Kao-Heng. 
The Case of the Polish Refugees. Yvonne Cartier. 
The Cese of th e Petagonien Devil. Yvonne Cartier. 
~ Chinese Puzzl e . Yvonne Carti er. 
The Bl ack Vendetta. Yvonne Cartier. 
Count Flambert•s Crime. Yvonne Carti er. 
The 1:"Tireless Telephone Clue. The Thr ee Musket eers. 
The 1:"linfi eld Heridicep Cese. Yvonne Carti er & Dr .Huxton Rymer. 
Sexton Bl ake 's Blunder. Yvonne Cartier and Dr.Huxton Rymer. 
The Case of th e Rickshaw Cooli e . Dr. Huxton Rymer. 
The Voodoo Curse. Dr. Huxton Bymer and Marie Galante. 
The 1/hite Rajah. 
The Broken Circle. Yvonne Cartier. 
The Bandit of Bruyeres. The Thr ee Musket eers. 
The Soap Salvers. Yvonne Carti er and Ur.Huxton Rymer. 
The Jvty-stery of th e Big ~oods. 
The Thousandth Chance. The Convention at Abbey Towers of 

almost all Blake's adversaries and th 

The Diemond Speci al. 
The Pal ece of Mystery. 
The Strange Legacy . 

first of ei 1:"fu Ling series. 
The Thr ee Musket eers. 
The Thr ee Musket eers. 

The PeElrls of Benjemasin. Dr. nuxton Rymer. 
The Peinted Window. Dr. Huxton Bymer. 
The Breind of th e I .D .B. Yvonne Cartier. 
The Case of th e Indi an Fekir . Dr. Huxton Rymer. 
The Sceptre of Solomon. The Three Musk et eers. 
The My s t ery of the Moving Mountain. Dr.Hu:x:ton Rymer and 

George Marsden Plummer. 
The Tabu of Confucius. Princ e ~-ru Ling. 
The Sl E1ve of the Thieves' Market. Princ e Wu Ling. 
Tinker - ':'fireless Operator. 
The ~dventure of th e Giant Been. Prince 'Ju Ling. 
The lfyena of Perie. A Tal e wi t hout Tink er. 
The Affair of th e Lacquered ·~/elnut. Bryant Kennedy. 
Bi:,il Upl 
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1041 
1042 
1043 
1047 
1048 
1049 
1050 
1064 
1066 
1067 
1079 
1081 
1083 
1086 
1089 
1090 
1096 
llOO 
ll05 

ll09 
1110 
lll2 
lll3 
1114 
ll20 
1121 
ll22 
ll29 
1141 

1145 
1147 
ll48 
ll49 
1150 
1156 
1159 
ll61 
ll66 
ll68 
1170 
1172 
1177 
1194 
1198 
1199 
1200 
1201 
1202 
1203 

The Hawk of the Peak. George Marsden Plummer. 
The Case of the Crippled Monk. The Three Musketeers. 
The Case of the Golden Pebble. Yvonne Cartier. 
Huxton Rymer - President. Dr. Hwrton Rymer. 
The Black Eagle. The Black Eagle. 
The Straits of Mystery. George lVIarsden Plummer. 
The Case of the Six Rubber Balls. Marie Galante. 
The S1ireet of Many Lanterns. Yvonne Cartier, Prince 1·1u Ling. 
The Green Portfolio. Dr. Huxton Rymer. 
The Mummy's Twin. Prince Menes. 
Plummer I s l'.Iissi:ng Million. George Marsden Plummer. 
The Lizard :Man. 
The Quest of the Jewelled Globe. 
The Case of the Strange Sickness. 
The Case of the Missing Athlete. 
Rogues of the "Revontazin". 

The Three Musketeers. 
Prince 1 /u Ling. 

The 1...ffair of the Yello w Bricks. 
The Latin Quarter Myst eries. 
Sexton Blake's Christmas Tree. 

Yvorine Cartier. 
Joe Morris - precedes ll22. 

The Aff air of the Tartan Box. 
The !d'f air of Tortoise Island. 
The Adventure of the Blue Bowl. 
The House on the Cliff. 

Yvonne Cartier, Dr. Huxton Rymer, 
Mery Trent, George M1::1rsden Plummer. 
Yvonne Cartier. 
Dr. Hu.xton Rymer & Jffarie Galante. 
Yvonne Cartier & Prince Menes. 
Yvonne Cartier & Prince Menes. 

The Crime of Stanley Traill. 
The Case of the Living Head. Dr. Huxton Rymer. 
The Affair of the Empress 1 Little Finger. Hong Ho Soo & Hsui-Fsi. 
The Monte Carlo Ntystery. The Bl ack Eagle - see Notes. 
The Man \/ho 1:-lon the "Calcutta". Dr. Huxton Rymer. · 
The Kidnapped Correspondent. Dr. Huxton Rymer & George Marsden 

Plummer. 
The 1..ff1:1ir of the 1 1alnut Desk. 
The il.dventures of the Five Giants. The Three Musketeers. 
The Green Rose. 
Tink er's Secret. 

Yvonne Cartier. 
Yvonne Cartier and Nirv ana. 

The Loyalty of Nirvan1:1. 
Vendetta . 

Nirvana. 
Nirv an1:1. 

Nirv ana 's Secr et. Nirvana. 
The Mystery of the Painted Slipp ers. 
The Lumber Looters. 
Nirv ana's Ordeal. Nirvana. 
The Adventures of the Bowery Tar-Beby. 
The Clu e of th e Cracked Footprint. 
The Case of the Stricken Outpost. 
The Mystery of the Man from Manilla. 
The Mystery of Room No. 7. Wi rven a . 
The Cas e of the Sheffi eld Ironmast er. 
The lJ'f eir of th e Derelict Grange. 
The Mystery of the Veneti an Pal ace . 
The 0lue of the Two Straws. 
L r.zyst ery of the Mount ains. 
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Nirv ana & Dr. Huxton Rymer. 

The Black Eagle. 
Dr, Huxton Rymer. 
Dr. Huxton Rymer. 

Nirv ana . 
Ni,rv1:1ne. 
Nirv ana , Yvonne C1::1rtier. 
Nirv ana , Yvonne Cartier. 
Nirvan a , Yvonne Cartier. 



1208 
1218 
1224 
1225 
1226 
1227 
1254 
1255 
1256 
1262 
1263 
1264 
1291 
1305 
1306 
1309 
1311 
1315 
1318 
1368 
1378 
1380 
1383 
1388 
1390 
1391 
1396 
1397 
1401 
1410 
1418 
1421 
1432 
1438 

1445 
1447 
1448 
1450 
1452 
1454 
1458 
1461 

1465 
1471 

The A~venture of the .Two Devils. 
The Mystery of Bleck Dan's Treesure. 
The .t..dv~nture of the Yellow Bettle. 
The Temple of Many Visions. 

Nirvana, Yvonne Cartier. 
Mention of Marie Galente. 
Prince "{u Ling. 
Prince Uu Ling. 

Doomed to the Dragon. Prince '7u Ling. 
The House of the iifooden Lenters. 
The Case of tolton's Mule. 

Prince Wu Ling. 
George MPrsden Plummer. 
George Marsden Plummer. 
. G.eorge M.srs·d en P 1 ummer • 
George Marsden Plummer. 
George Marsden Plummer. 
George Meirsden Plummer. 

The Affair of the Rotten Reils. 
The Clue of the Second Goblet. 
The Adventure of the Green Imps. 
The Terror of the Pit. 
The Treasure of the "Isebeila". 
The Legion of the Lost. 
Poisoned Blossoms. June Severance. 

June Severance. The House of Fear. 
The A.ff air of the Six Ikons • . 
The Cese of the Scented Orchid. 
The Case of the CPptive Emperor. 

June Severtmce. 
June Severance. 
June Severence. 
June Severence. Presumed Dead. · 

The Twilight Fcether Cese. 
They Shell Repayt 
The Mein from Devil's Is lend. 
The Brute of Seigon. 
Hunted Down. 
Jungle Justice , 
Forestslled. 
Blackmeil. 
Sheinghaied. 
Siµister Mill. 
The -Shutterei Room. 
The Man from Chicago. 
Voodoo Vengeance. 
Black Speniard Creek. 
Yellow Guile. 

Pearls of Peril. 
Bootleg Island. 
Pirscyt . 
GPngland I s Decre _e •. 
Lonely FPrm. 
Doomed to Devil's Island. 
The Gang Girl. 
Sp,mish Gold. 

Doomed Ships. 
Prisoner of the Herem. 

Dr. Huxton Rymer, Meiry Trent. 
Roxflne Herfield. 
Roxane Heirfield. 
Rox~ne Her{ield. 
Roxane Herfield. 
Roxene Herfi eld. 
Roxane Herfield. 
Roxsne Herfield. 
Roxene Harfield. 
Roxane Herfield. 
Roxene Harfield. 

Dr.HUxton Rymer & Marie Gelante. 
Roxane Harfield. 
Dr.Huxton Rymer, Mery Trent and 

. Prince '.iu Ling. 
Roxene Heirfield; 
Roxene Hf'rfield. 
Roxene Herfield. 
Roxane Hf'rfield. 
Rox~ne Herfi eld. 
Roxane Herfield. 
George Marsden Plummer & Muriel :MElrl. 
George Mc1rsdcm Plummer, Muriel Merl 

end Veli Mete-Veli. 
Dr. Huxton Rymer. 
George M2rsden Plummer, Muriel Marl 

Etnd Vf·li Mete-Vsli. 
1474 Planned from PPris. 
1478 Lost in the Legion. 
1482 The Secret. 

RJ&Jxene Heirfield. 
Roxane Hf'rfield. 

·--------- (86) 



1487 Revolt, RoxEine Harfield - see Notes. 
1494 Sexton Blake in Ivienchuria. Roxane Harfield & Prince ':lu Ling. 
1495 li.rms to "t;Ju Ling . 
1497 The Blood Brothers of Nim-~. Roxene Herfield & Prince "{u Ling. 
1503 Honolulu Lure. George M1::rsd en Plummer & Muri el Mflrl. 1506 The Crime of .the Creek. 

"Detective rreekly" 
3 'Bhe Silent ·:,omen. Bflron & Sls a von Kr avi tch. 
6 The Chocolate King I1tystery. Beron & Elsa von Kravi tch. 

12 Perilous Pbarls. Baron & Else von Kravitch. 
16 GE•mbler I s Gold. Dr. T uxton Rymer. 
22 The Benker's Box. Baron & Elsa von Kravitch. 
25 Fr eme-Up t G.,,orge mirsd en Plummer & Veli Mete-Val • 
31 The Secret of the Slums. Georg e Marsd en Plummer & Vali :1'1atei-Vel · • 
36 Black Trflffick. RoxflLe Harfield. 
40 Bleck Brothers of Formose. Roxane Herfield. 
46 The ~..ffeir of the Missing Financi er. Roxane HArfield. 

"SEXTON BLAKE LIBR..'illY" 
(First Series) 

1 The Yellow Tiger. Yvonne C8rtier, Prince ryu Ling and 
Baron Beauremon. 

11 The Two lVzy'steries. 
37 The Diamond Sunburst. 

Dr. Huxton Rymer & Baron Beauremon. 
Yvonne Cartier, Jim Potter and 

The Bl ack Rat • 
219 The Ivory Screen. Dr. Huxton Rymer. 
229 The Spirit Smugglers. Dr , Huxton Rymer. 
233 The Diamond Dragon. Dr. Huxton Rymer. 
241 The Trader's Daughter. Dr. Fuxton Rymer. 
253 The Case of the Courtlandt Jewels. Dr. Huxton Rymer & Mary Trent. 
271 The Secret of t he Emerald Mines. Dr. Huxton Rymer. 
276 A Legacy of Vengeance. George Marsden Plummer. 
283 ~he Eight-Pointed Star. Dr. Huxton Rymer. 
307 The Crimson Belt. Dr. Huxton Rymer & Princ e ·-1u Ling. 
312 The Orloff Diamond. Dr. Huxton R,ymer. 
325 The Grea t Ivory Swin dle. Yvonne Cartier & Hammerton Palmer. 
356 The Case of th e Clairvoyent's Ruse. Dr .Buxt on Rymer & }~ary Trent. 
358 The Trail of the Tiger . 
360 The Case of the J ade - Hendle d Knife. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Mary Trent. 
36' The lvzy-stery of th e Seine. The Three Musketeers. 
371 The Cese of the Pink r.Tacew. The: Black Eegle. 

"SLXTON BLAKE LIBRARY" 
( Second Series) 

1 The Secr et of th e Coconut Groves. 
8 The Case of the Ten Diamonds. 

16 The Clue of the Four '7igs. 

Dr .Hux ton Rymer & 1V1ary Trent. 
Dr.Huxton Rymer & Mary Trent. 

19 The Greet Canal Plot. Prince '~iu Ling, George Marsden Plummer, 
Prince Henes, The Three i11usk ete 9rs & The Bl.ack

1 ]!.;age 
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21 Under The Eagle's Wing. The Bla.ck Eagle. 

25 The Case of the Chinese Pearle. Dr .Hu.xton Rymer. 
35 The Case of the Mummified Hand. Yvonn e C8rtier,Dr.Hu.xton Rymer, 

Mary Trent, George Marsden Plummer, Prince ~fu Ling, 
Prince Menes, The Three lVIusketeers & The Black Eagle, 

41 The Island of the Guilty. 
49 The Case of the Bookmaker Baronet. 
52 The Bl 1:1ck Emperor. 
73 The Riddle of the Russian Gold. 
77 The Terror of Tangier. 

George Marsden Plummer. 
Dr. Huxton Rymer & Marie Galante. 
Dr. Hu.xton Rymer & lVIary Trent. 
Dr. Huxton Rymer ,Mary Trent and 

G.M.Plummer. 

82 
85 
89 

The Night Club Mystery. The Thr ee Musketeers. 

The Rogues I Republic. Dr .Hu.xton Rymer ,Mery Tr ent & Marie Galer ta. 

The Tiger of Canton. George Maraden Plummer & Vali Mata-Vali, 

113 
119 
128 

The Cas e of the Disguised Apeche. Dr .Hu.xton Rymer & Mary Trent. 

The 11zyst ary of the Film City. George Marsd en Plummer & Vali I/Tata-Va] i. 

The Case of the Portugu ese Giantess. George Marsd en Plummer & 

129 Th e Adventur e of the Bogus Sheik. 
VaU Mata-Vali. 

Georg e Marsd en Plummer & 
Vali Metei-V ali. 

134 The Victim of Bleck Magic. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Mary Tr ent. 

144 Tha C1:1s e of th e Bogus Monk. Ge org e ME!r sden Plummer & Vali Meta-Vali, 

147 The Rubber Smuggl ers. Georg e Mflr sden Pl ummer & V1:1li Met a-Vali. 

153 The Cas e of th e Voodoo Q.ueen. Dr. Huxton Rymer & Marie Gel ente. 

158 The Terror of Gold-Digger Creek. 
161 Crooks in Clover. George l~ersden Plummer & Vali Mat Et-Veli. 

165 The Adventure of th e Eighth Million air e . Georg e Marsden Plummer and 
VElli Mat fl-Vali; 

175 Th e lvzy-stery of th e Mtm from Rio. 
178 The Gunmen. Georg e Marsd en Plummer & Ve1i Mata-V ali. 

183 The Secret of th e Pr esid ent I s Deughter. Dr .Hu.xton Rymer & lVJ.ary Trent. 

186 The Secret of the V8mpire Actress. 
204 The Ceberet Crime. 
207 The Peflrls of Doom. Georg e MEtrsden Plummer & Vali Mate-Veli. 

213 The Prisoner of th e Chateau. 
223 Th e Th:llone of Peril. 
224 The Crook of M1:1rsden Manor. Georg e Mflrsden Plummer & Beli MEif 1-Vflli. 

230 The Victim of th e Gang. 
236 The Crook of Cansda • Dr .Huxton Rymer & Mery Tr ent. 

239 Cassidy the Con- M~m. Georg e Mflrsd en Plummer & Vali Mat a-Vflli. 

247 The Masked Killer .. 
250 The Secr et of the Strong-Room. 
253 The House of Sil ence. 
262 The Crook of Peris. Georg e Marsd en Plummer & Vali lViata-Vali. 

265 The Secr e t of th e Thi eves' Kitch en. Dr .Hux ton Rymer & i,.feri e Gelimte. 

272 The Crim e on Gellows Hill. Dr. Huxton Rymer & MBry Tr ent. 

277 Th e Yellow Skull. Georg e Mc1r sd.an Plummer , Vali M1:1t e-VE1li & 
Prin e e ') u Ling. 

285 Th e Crim e of th e Cet ecombs. Georg e I\IIPrs den Plummer & Vali Meta-Vflli. 

293 The House of Curt e ins. 
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297 Gang '.ic:r. George Marsdran Plummer & Vttli MDts-VBli 306 The Cros s-Ch8nnel Crime. Dr.Huxton Rymer & M8ry Trent. 310 The Crook of Costa BlBnca. George Marsden Plummer & Vali Ma.ta .-Vali 319 The Chinatown }ley'stery. Dr .Huxton Rymer & Mery Trent. 333 The Crook of Shanghai. Dr.Huxton Rymer. 
343 The House of Cellers. G.M.Plummer & Vali Mate-Veli. 353 The Phantom of the Ereek. 
J62 The Crook of Monte Carlo. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Mary Trent. 376 The Isle of Horror. MBrie Galante. 
384 Rogues of Ransom. G .M.Plurnmer & V8li Meta-Veli. 391 The Crook's Decoy. G .M.Plummer & V1:11i M:E:1ta-Vali. 402 The Mystery of th e Old Age Pensioner. G .M.Plummer, V::ili Mate-Vali & 

Baron von Krevitch. 418 Murder in Manchuria. G .M.Plummer, V1;1li Mate-Vali & Larry 
Plummer 441 The IVtfstery of Cell 13. G.M.Plummer & Baron von Kravitch. 456 The Fatal Amulet. Dr.Huxton Rymer & Mary Trent. 463 Reprint of No.307 (First Seri es) - Seme Title. 474 The ·Mart ello Tower l'ey'stery. Dr.Huxton Rymer. 

495 The l'ey'stery of th e Cashiered Officer. Plummer and Vali Mate-V~li. 536 Reprint of No.41 (S econd Seri es) - Sc:me Title. 548 The Dictator's Secret. 
590 Reprint of No.19 - Same Title. 
60~ The Beiliff's Secr et. Dr. Huxton Rymer. 615 Reprint of No. 77 - SE1ille Title. 
628 Reprint of No.89 - Same Title. 
640 Reprint of No.113 - Seme Title. 
644 Reprint of No.119 - Same Title. 
663 Reprint of No.82 - Same Title. 
687 Reprint of No.144 - Same Title. 
693 Re~rint of No.147 - Same Title. 
707 Reprint of No.158 - SBme Title. 
718 Reprint of No.165 - Same Title. 

TAIL-PIECE 
Len and Josie P£>ckm8n have been kind enough to check through the Lists which I incorpor ated in my two pr evious Monographs f or the "Jumuels' of 1950 and 1951 - one on th e Crimin flls' Confederation and th e other on Yvonne Carti er. 
They er e satisfi ed t ha t th ese Lists are correct s ave only for two omissions - Yvonne Certier pl ayed p arts in two Sexton Bl ake Library stories which ,,ere not listed by me last yef'-r. They ere ; -First Series No. 37, 11The Diflmond Sunburst" , 
Second Series No .35, "The Cas e of th e Mummified Hand". If coll ectors will amond th eir copies of l a.st year's ".Annu8l" accordingly ( eE1sily done with a bf.ill-p en), th ey will find the Lists perfectly corr ect for r ef erence purposes. 
This will seve reprintin g th em under the sign of The Sexton BlAke Circle 
Thanks,Len and J osiet · 
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II 

I' 
1: 

A. S. &ro~ ~ SRott Stot~ UJtiter-

By HE'rry Dowler 

A. S. Hardy, whose reel neme was Arthur Steffens end who waa of 
Polish origin, was born in the heart of London - in Regent Street, in 
feet - about the year 1875. 

Nearly all his stories were written under the name of ti.. 8. HPrdy, 
although he wrote a l arge number under the pen-name of Clement Hale, the 
n8Ille of e cheirecter he played in ''Sweet Lavender" in his very early days 
as an actor. It would seem from the data I have e:t my disposal th.Ei"t he 
spent his early life both es en actor and acting-manager, and toured all 
over the country. Later he seems to h8ve eugmented his income from his 
stage work by writing boys' stories. He left the stage altogether 
eventuelly to assist in editing e peper, and from that time, early in the 
1900's, he seems to heve devoted the whole of his energy to writing, 
chiefly for boys' pcriodicsls. He used h1.s stElge experience to write 
several stories of stage life under the pen-name of .litherley Daun~. 
According to my records his first story under this name wee "Harry Brandon, 
kotor'', which was s serial in the ld. B0ys' Friend about 1906. He wrote 
aeverel other stories, chiefly complete stories, abou.t this cheracter in 
various ~\melgem~ted Press boys' papers . 

One story V.Titten under the name of Atherley Deunt wee "Fiddler Dick", 
e s eriel in the Boys' Herald in 1909. It is only within recent years 
thE1t Herdy 1 s identity with Atherley De1unt hc1s been established. 'Ji th 
greater knowledge of boys' Puthors and their methods it hes come to be 
elmost rn estE.1blished feet that where 1:1n euthor hes only a f ev, stories 
under e certain name this name must \e enother pen-name of av.Titer that 
we ere PlreE1dy fflmiliar with. For instence, we have "ICingswell College" 
in the ld. Boys' Friend where the euthor's name is given 1:1a Gordon Holme. 
ks fer es I cen make out no other story F!ppeered under this ne-me end you 
get e suspicion that it is one of our elreedy esteblished fevourites, end 
you start studying the style, end in this particular case, it does not 
take long to discover that Gordon Holme is none other then Henry St.John, 
or to give him his proper neme, Henry St.John Cooper. 

10 have no dire ct proof th at Herdy wes .~:!;herley Daunt 9 or a.t leest I 
have not, but there f're so few stories by l'.1.therley D1:1unt, th1:1t I feH sUJre 
thet it wee e pen-neme of an f1Uthor I wes elreedy femiliar with. ~ copy 
of e short biogrephicel sketch which E>ppef1red .Ln the J d. Boys' Friend 
etetilli, that HDrdy Wf.l S en ector who ho:ped one dE1y to mt=1ke e name for him­
self, and was e•t pr esent pl eying with Miss Kt=1te VFughen in old English 
comedies, mede me suspicious et once. -~ 0creful comparison of the styles 
reve1:1ls that .:.1.therle y Df1unt and n. S. HE'r·dy 1:re one end the SE1me. 

m:.rdy must have written ell his stories flt E<n emazing sp8ed 9 never 
pE!using for e second to think,for his totf'l ou·~put compares f avourebly 
with Charles Hamil ton, Henry St .John, D. H. Pe:r·_--y, T. C. Brid ges 9 end 
many oth0r boys' writers who seem to hsve been wou.nd up so to a~eek, end 
churned out story efter story week after week, continuelly going : on prac­
tioelly without e stop. My own personal opinion is that they were not 
human. They we~e definitely not like Iey'Self. I work herd at my chosen 
celling, but I em note machine. I like end k0enly eppreci1:1te my 
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leisure hours which I hav e no difficulty in filling in, and I shall certafnly 
retir e , now that I have passed the 60 mark, as soon as fimmoial circum-1 
st ances permit. But th ese boys' authors s eem to have no int~rest in life 
whatsoever except to type away or write away story after story always et 
the same low dead level of mechanical efficiency. They seem practicall 
all to have one-tra.ck minds, and the curious thing is, you never seem to 
bump into them when you ere on the ,us, or in the str eet, or in fact any 
where. As fer as the world is concerned they might never have existed. 
Their stories, for th e most part, are dead, the week aft er th &y have 
appeared in print. No one except a comparativ ely small number of peopl 
take any interest whatsoev er in th em, and A. S. Hardy is no exception. 
I have had the utmost difficulty in getting the scanty inform£i.tion about 
Hardy for this articl e , and I em quite convinced th at the number of peep e 
who take any interest in him now is very small indeed. 

Hardy, judging him by his work, seems to have followed the usual 
formula. He probably had a spark of literary ability and by incessant 
practice end almost un)elievabl e concentrat i on on his work due to his 
innate one-tr ack mind developed into th e usual fast-writing hack writer 
for boys. Very pl easing to boys and young men and to the editors of 
the boys' papers, but why, oh why don't these writ ers lik e Hardy aim at 
higher work in the literary firmament? They write for p erhaps 30 or 
40 years, and aft er say th e first five years when th ey ere serving their 
literary apprentices hip th ere is not the slightest difference in liters 
merit in any of th e stories chip.med out like so many sausages out of e 
machine . 

Pl enty of action and dramatic conversation, and no unnec8ssary 
verbiage seem to have been the ingredi ents of the Hardy formul a , stories 
paid for et the rate of anything from 10/- to 30/- a thousand. That 
was the sort of stuff turned out by Hardy, stories full of go , full of 
int ~r esting conversation, and technically efficient, but - and we must 
fao t up to facts - hack work. 

Judg ed imparti ally by rey-self st eeped in all th at is best in English 
end Fr ench li te ratur e , end a student end lover of the English language 
for a l arge part of rey-life, I must sa~?fhat I have arrived d8finitely a 
maturity, that the stories turned out by Her dy and practic1:11ly a.11 those 
other writers who gave us such pleasure in our boyhood days ere of ave 
lo w calibre ind eed. Ther e is e tremendous g8p between say 8 complete 
stozy by Hardy and one by Conan Doyle or ,., .'7 .J ecobs, and there is anoth r 
tremendous gep between say Doyl e and J acobs and say Trollope rnd Thacke 
;nd Guy de Ml.upass1:1nt, t he gre~test short-story writer the world has eve 
known. I E1m now referring to 1:1ctuel writing technique, c1nd I am not 
concerned with the subject-m etter of the Rtories. 

A£ I h1:,ve seid before , it is liter ary ebil i ty alon e th at makes e 
writer. Vast techn i cal end scientific knowledge and deep erudition ere 
of no account P S aga :i.nst supreme skill in word -·craft and the vrt of 
telling e story th et ste.rts at the beginning ,:ind finishes at the end. 

Now Hardy had e re markable knowledge of many kinds of sport, far 
more remarkable than one would expect in 8 wri t er who spent his life con 
tributing told. boys' papers. I cflnnot speak very authoritatively 
about his cricket end footb ell stories bec ause rey-interest in these two 
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gamea is only so-so. But Hardy wrote e greet m~:rzy-stories about ath­letics, swimming end cycling, three sports in which I ha.ve been tre­mendously interested for a large pa.rt of II\Y life. I can sey authori­tatively that practically all his stories dealing with these three sports are quite remarkable for their technical knowledge, almost uncanny in some, end particularly in one story which I am now coming to. 
In the Boys' Realm in 1908 Herdy, under his pen-neme of Clement Hele, wrote a complete story entitled "Sixty-three Miles an Hour." This is e story of a cyclist who on the then splendid cycling track in 11unich, paced by a powerful end specially-equipped motor-bicycle, and fitted witt a moveble bar at the beck, rides 63 miles, 1,293 yards in the hour. Ridiculoust Impossible1 I can almost hear you saying these words as you reed. But it is by no means impossible. In fact, it has been II\Y pleasure to see some of the world's greatest exponents et this highly­skilled and dangerous form of facing. It may interest some of you to know that I live exectly one mile away from whet is now considered to be England's premier cycling track, !er fester and more st~eply banked then the official N.C.U. track et Herne Hill, London. To come back to Herdy's story. You will gethe:r- how technically eccurete H~rdy was in this sto~ when I tell you that on the 10th September, 1909, less then 12 months after Hardy had written hie story, Peul Guignard et Munich accomplished the wonderful ride of 63 miles, 255 yards in the hour. Only 1,036 yards difference between what Hardy's hero did and actual realityt The greetest distonce in this form of riding for one hour is 76 miles, 504 . yards at the Monthlery motor-circuit, Frence in 1929 by Leon Venderstuyft. I II\YSelf heve seen both Guignard and Venderstuyft, and to see riders suet es these tearing round the treok with their eyes incessently fixed on th€ moveble bar et the back of the powerful motor-bicycle, and egeinst which the tYres of their front wheels are constantly rubbing, is a. tremendous1, thrilling experience. ' I heve no wish to burden you with a lot of tech­nical deteils, but whet I particularly wish to emphasize is that Herdy explains this story in quite extreordinery technical deteil, describing the technique of paced riding in such e wey es even to surpass the detailed description in the journals devoted to cycling. In fact, his description in this story wee so thorough and detailed that ma?W" feots about this form of cycle racing, which I had previously overlooked, were brought to II\Y mind in e powerful and convincing way. 

Hardy cerried out this strict technical accuracy to practically all his Ei°thletice, cycling and swimming stories, as I cen testify from II\Y owr. ectuel experience. This is in striking contrast to men;y oth 8r authors who wrote about these subjects. Heeding their stories, it was quite obYious they had never i~en inside an o:thletic ground ore swimming ba.th! I em uneble to give you the title of the first story thet Herdy wrote, but as fer as I can make out, his first stories appeared in the id. Union Jeck, Pluck and Marvel. He wrote e large number of footbFtll stories, both serials and completes, hie most famous being I should say "The Blue Crusaders" which appeared in the Boys' Realm. He cr eated "Tom Seyers" 1md .these boxing stories r .en in the ld. Me.rvel for yeflre. In 1908, the year of the Olympic Games in London, he wrote a large numbe? of complete stortes in the Boys' Realm about the various events, in such vein tha .t no reader who prided hims elf on his knowledge of athletics 
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could be in any doubt that here was en author who knew wha.t he was 
talking about. 

H:::rdy wrote a l erge number of stories that had nothing to do with 
wither sport or the stage. Here he was obviously not very comfortable, 
but at the same time these stories were exceptionally well-written, that 
is 9 as f ar as this type of 1oys 1 stories is concerned. In a nutshell, 
he ce.rried out his editor's requirements in a se.tisfectory manner. In 
Aome of his stories there did not seem to be any reason at fl.11 why e 
villein should be a villflin, but that is a fault very common in stofies 
written in boys' papers. 

According to my records Hardy does not seem to have done such writiI:4 
· before 1900 . Before this dBte he was probably doingthis stage work st 

the same time. But with the change from the i<l,. numbers to the Id.numb ers 
of the Boys• Friend in 1901, Hardy seems to have given up his stcg,e work I 
entirely, and concentrated on writing, because from his date ~or meny 
many years he reeled off both complete end serial stories for the Boye' 
Friend, and later for the Boys' Realm, the Boys• Herald , Pluck 9 Union JBck, 
Marvel, The Jester, and other boys• periodicals, and occasion ally he con­
tributed to adult papers, the only diff erence being that a love element 
was introduced into hie stories. Otherwise th ere was not the slightest 
difference in th flt regular, smooth, and machine-like efficiency, so pleas­
ing to editors who eim to please the masses, which h8d by now become an I 
integral part of the Hardy formula. 

AB I have previously stated, Hardy's sporting stories were noted for 
the accuracy of their technical details, although some of these were very 
carelessly written, and evidently in great haste as though th ey had to ,e 
on the editor's desk by 10 o'clock on Monday morning and he W8S pounding 
away on his typewriter l ate on Sunday night. Both his her oes and his 
villains were definit ely overplayed, to speak in theBtric al p orlance. All 
his characters were too much of a patt ern, and all his stories, from a 
literary point of view, were too smooth and slick, the same st andardised 
vill ains and heroes, with no shades in between, Bnd the whol e of the writ 
ing was a kind of monot~nous machin ~-lik e pr ecision, very good for juven­
ile minds, and I might edd adult minds like Icy'Self , at times when we w8nt 
a rest from the more sober and really well-written stories by proper 
writers. 

Briefly summed up, Hardy wee, in the main technically effici ent in 
most of his stories, but as a writer very ordinary 8nd commonplace, just 
an efficient hack boys' writer, and evidently eminently satisf actory to 
his editors. 

He was a very conscientious and competent author who never let his 
editors down, as so many of these boys' authors did. 

I believe th at Hardy died some ti me in the 1940's, but exactly when 
I have no knowledge. .And so we will l e~ve him, a boys' author who gave 
much pleasure to thouiands and thousands of boys and young men for over 
40 years. 

WANTED: All Boys Friends and Nelson Lees, 1915 onwards. 
Lists to M.Johnson, 164, AmesbQry Avenue, Streat.ham Hill, 
London, S. W. 2 • 
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By Eric Fayne 

'.'1hen looking be.ck on the history of Greyfriers or St .Jim I s one tends, 
. somewha.t na.turelly, to think only of the powerful, outs tending series 
which appeared from time to time. 

There were, however, more than a few "single" stories of outstanding 
merit during · the l~ng life of the Gem end the Megnet,- stories with com­
pact, originel plots,- plots which were not used again by the author, for 
the most pert. The majority of these "singles" appeared in the compara­
tively early years of both papers, though both perioclicels had a few in 
middle life, end a very ocoesional one in the olosing years. 

Those little plots, which live so vividly in the memory, would 
probably have been extended to cover a number of issues in later years, 
sometimes with advantage, but more often not. 

I intend to comment in this "hrief review, on some of the "single" 
stories which live most vividly in my ~wn memory. If I omit to mention 
your own particular favourite, it will probably only be for the reason tha1 
it is impossible to cover them all in the space the Editor can allow me. 

I intend to write without reference, so tha.t the dates I give for the 
various titles must be taken as approximate. Should you wish to know the 
actual date and serial number of e.rry pa:rticule .r story I mention 9 I shall 
be only too h&.ppy to supply it. I do not intend, either to introduce the 
stories in sequence. I am sitting by the fire and mention the tales just 
as they ocour to my mind • 

• An outstanding and origin1:1l thriller wss "THE HIDDEN HORR.OR" 9 e Megne1 
story sbout 1912. It was e grand ya,rn telling of how Herry '7harton dis­
oovered a derelict stesmer, which eventually drifted on to the "Shouibder". 
No or~w was aboard. There wes the evidence th1:1t something had interruptec 
e meal. A film in e dE1merE1, when developed, showed e terror-stricken feoe 
of e man who was fleeing in mortal horro'I'. That night, some of the Co 
stE1yed on board, end they, too, met the Hidden Horror of the derelict 
stesmer. A reE1l nerve-chiller, this one. 

About the same time, the Gem gE've "DI AR.CY'S LIBEL ACTION". Vfuet a 
Gem it wee, too. Gussy, in 1:•n article in Tom Merry's 1ifeekly, cri tioised 
the 11twousF.1hs11 of Mr. J8pp, the Mayor of We.yland. The Meyor issued a 
writ for libel against ·Gussy,- only fortunPtely he turned out on this 
occasion to be Kerr in disgui se. 

In the roaring Twenties, the Gem gave Pnother potted mf.lsterpiece,­
"D '.ARCY Mi\XIMUS". No wonder the Twenties roared. D ' .Arey edopted e make, 
end there were hilarious moments before the enim1:1l returned to its right­
ful owner. 

In the e1::1rly years of the first World War, we find "SURPRISIFG THE 
SCHOOL" • Reeders, in lf !ter tim es, seeking this yern, celled it "Billy 
Bunter's Love li.ffeir 11

• It told how Bunter's chBreoter was completely 
reformed when Cora Quelch visited the School. 

ChristmE1s Nwnbers oft en cerried outstanding single stori es in eflrly 
days. One unforgettable yflrn in th e Gem was "THE MYSTERY OF THE PAD1TF.b 
ROOM''. .:t chiller , in f., ghostly Christmes Ettmosphere. Pcrha ;Js the first 
of the "secret pess ::ige" stories, this one. It wes e long story, in e 
Double Number, about 1913, but it held th e interest from start to finish. 

In l Dter yeers, Frenk Richerds gEJve us "GRUNT~SH 01: GREYFRI.lffiS", in 
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which Billy Bunter, trying to evoid 1:, well-deserved punishment, menaged to 
pass himself off as e coloured boy. The df!te? i:-re11, 1939 .vould not be 
fer out. 

"THE SCHOOLBOY GOLD-MfiKER" eppe1:1red ebout 1925, feeturing Glyn. He 
thought he had discovered 1:1 formula to make gold, but it was only some 
of Racke's sovereigns,- melted. 

"THE STOLEN SCHOOLBOYS", about 1911, in the Magnet, told of Hflrry 
Wharton and Co shenghflied. He>rry .r .eoeived the ropes - end on his bare bElck, 
Elnd Mr.Shields showed him, on the cover, getting it. This one Wf!B 
intensely exciting. 

A novel E·nd fescineting story in the Gem, elso in 1911, Wf!S "BOUGHr 
HONOURS", in which Levison disguised himself es Gussy, and passed en 
examination in his name. There was some fine cherecter work h~re. 

About the beginning of 1918 a story Elppeered in the Magnet ealled 
"A VERY GALLlillT GENrLEMAN". It told of thl:I dee th of .Arthur Courteney, 
great pal of Wingate. This one w8s written by J.N.Pentelow, end Pccording 
to this gentlemen, who was Editor of the Compenion Pepers at the time, 1; 
was an exceptionelly popular story, end much sought flfter. It is many years 
since I have reed it,- I nev er liked Pentelow's style,- but the story 
remains in the memory owing to its unusually somar.e theme. 

The last story in the GEM in 1907 was "FIGGINS I FIG PUDDING", a jolly 
little romp in which the New House Leader m~de a pudding from Syrup of 
Figs, with disastrous results. It was talked ebout by readers for many 
yeers. 

An unusm il story about 1928 was "GOOD-BYE TO ETONS" 9 in which St .Jims 
gave up their famous uniform for the junior sohool. Gussy wee, of course, 
very indignant. I 

When the re-prints started, Etons ceme back to St .Jim's, 1:1nd rem1:1ined 
until the end of the Gem. It is interesting to note that, though Etons 
ere rether ghestly to weer, Mecdonald alweys made his l ads in such cloth 
ing v~ry attractive , - fer better than th e fellows he draws in lounge 
jackets and slEloks. 

"GOOD-BYE TO ETONS" was particulerly welcome as 
an oEisis in the desert 9 - e story by Charles Hamilton 
writer was hendling the Gem for the most part. 

B story' BS it WEIS 

et e time when fl sub-

I Very 8musing, in 1930, wfls "ALL THROUGH BUNTEF.N, in which Bunter 
bought [Ill erm-chair which he thought wes priced at £1-5s, while the eotuPl 
cost was £15. As usual, the Co hed to beer the brunt of his fatuous 
mistake, but it all came right in the end, with the discovery of e smell 
fortune hidden in the ohair. 

In 1908 there appeared in the Gem en excellent tale OBlled "THE TELL­
Tlil,E", with Mellish BS B mischief-meker. 'Then it wes re-urinted in the I 
Gem in the 'thirties', it WflS so bfldly ebridged th8t the main twist of the 
story was omitted, and the whole thing herdly made sense. 

"GLYN'S GRE..\T ,.mEEZE", ebout 1910, was c< line-writing machine. It 
was the best of ell the stories about th e Schoolboy Inventor. 

"NO CkillS", e little lBter , WflS e fine single story in which Joe 
Frayne came to St. Jim's. 

"CORON.\TION DAY .i.T ST. JIM'S" told of how Tom Merry tmd Co celebret d 
the coronetien of King George the Fifth, using the proC,·)eds of e treesur 
they hfld found in the South Seas. It W?S re-printed es the Jubilee sto 
din the Gem in 1936. 
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One of the moat delightfully emusing stories ever to eppePr in the Gem 

hed the intriguing title of "THE LIMIT". Mr. LPthom wee ill, find e Mias 
Ponaonby hed charge of the Fourth form. 'Vhen it wee re-printed it went 
under the horri'He title of "Miss Ponsonby'e Peta", 

"TOM MERRY'S LID ION OF HONOUR" would be regerded es slightly priggial , 
these deys, but it wee e fine story, ell the sPme. 

outstanding story of the powerful type Wf'S "THE: LuST HOPE", in which 
Cutts perellf'ded Tom Merry to lend him the funds of the orioket olub, end 
then defeulted, Tom Merry seved himself from P cherge of theft , by win­
ning a purse in E' boxing-ring. One of the beet singles of 1912, 

"FOR D' ~..RCY I S SAKE" in the Mflgnet wee e memorable story ebout 1916. 
Bob Cherry, allowing himself to be bleclanailed, thinking ·he wee helping 
Gussy, wee the oentrel figure of the tele. 

11. long end lively story, ebout 1911, wee "TOM MERRY'S CO~CJmT PARTY" 
The theme , though slight, wee originel, end Martin Clifford has never 
written a story more packedwith fun end wit end schoolboy etmosphere. 
Naturelly, this wee e Gem,- in more weys thAn ono. 

"SHOUIDER TO SHOUIDER", f eeturing Mr. Selby end 1:'{elly D 1 ..ill.CY, and 
"THE FLOODED SCHOOL", elso featuring Mr, Selby , with Tom Merry this time, 
were both outstending teles of the pre-1914 period. In the former, we 
remember the tele owing to Tom Merry telling e delib erate lie, while the 
flood etmosphdre of the seoond-named wee unforgetteble, 

''VISCOUNT BUNTER", about 1917, is evergrsen. Bunter elmoat bec 1:1me e 
member of the peerege, end adopted Gussy's fPm~us lisp. 

So one could go on end on, "QUITS" wes e very femous tale, t elling 
of a feud between the Bounder end Mr. Quelch, Fbout 1913, 

A remarkable end powerful tele in 1913 wee "BY v'ffiOSE Hl\.ND?11 in which 
Koumi Reo w~e eocused of b~ing guilty of e brut1:1l eot really committed by ' 
Gore. The story introduced Glyn, who thought he hod inv ented something 
ekin to sn etom bomb, Fnd it finished with en hilarious episode in whioh 
Gussy mixed up the set pieoea in El firework disp! E,y. 

l~ f emoue single, about 1910, Wf!B "BOB OllliRRY IN SE.tffiCH OF HIS F ATHER1 
• 

Somethin .::; of e potted trev elogue, this one, tmd excellent reeding. 
"TRICKY TRIMBLE", f'bout 1925, was very 1:1musing in the Gem, Trimble 
announced thet he wee leaving, end th ere w0s e eor ciemingly funny rnd witt~ 
sequence in which Lowther conducted Trimble's Lee.ving Sel e . ~s one drews 
to the end of the ellotted epece, scores of singles come crowding into thu 
mind,- most of th em from those heloyon Blue Covar end Red Cover dPya. 
"YOUR EDITOR AT ST .JIM'S" , e novel t al e in 1914; "THE IMPOSSIBtE FOUR", 
were Pet er Todd and hie study fre e ks; "THE 1:'i1IIP Hi\.ND" , held by Crooke 
over Tom Merry, in 1913; "THE SHmcr, OF THE PAST", r e-introducing thflt 
fine ohe,recter Val ~ntine Outrflm, in the Gem Xmfls No. of 1917; 11@1 FOR THE 
JUBILEE" , E· delightful Bunter tele of King George th o Fifth I s Jubilee, in 
1936; "THE SPY OF THE SCHOOL", wee Mellish in 1912, melting troubl e for To•11 
MerryJ "LINLEY MINOR", in 1916, El third-rate sub-story, r emembered on 
ecoount of a ludicrous printer's error; "T.U.:S01'1S Rl!SCUE"9 ebout 1915, en 
exciting kidnElpping story ; "FOUR FROM THE EAST" , e sub-story in 1:1 MF.!gnet 
X!Dab No, end one of th8 worst telt3e ever to epp01:1r in the Magnet ; "THE 
SCHOOLBOY S1:""/IMMERS", 1;1 spl endid Cardew story, in which Tom Merry tries to 
swim the Chennel, about 1920; "DUMB BUNTER", e rib-t i ckling t ele of 
about the seme periodi "BRAVO. B~ER", en ettr ~otive etor:v with Bunter a~ 
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a hero, about 1929; "STME STRUCK", a Monty Lowthor tale in 1912; 
"THE PREFECT'S PLOI"' , thought out by Bingham in 1913, to bring about the 
disgrace of Tom MerryJ "GUSSY'S GUJJST", in 1914, was Fisher T. Fishi 
one could go on, and on, e.nd on. 

Those grand stories were "SINGLES" to Happiness, but they were also 
11RE1rURNS", for one comes beck to them, time and again, end finds them 
ever new, ever exciting, ever ettr~ctive. 

From :Page No. 45 G.REYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUAL 
1926: 
Gre yfriars • • 
Greyfriara .• 
Greyfriars •• 
Grey friars •• 

Rookwood . . 
Rookwood .. 
St.Jim's . . 
St.Jim's .. 
St.Jim's 
St.Jim's 
1927: -
Greyfriars . • 
Gre yfriars •• 

Greyfriars •• 
Rookwood .. 
Rookwood . . 
St.Jim's . . 
st.Jim's 
1928: 
Grey friars •• 
Grey friars . • 

Greyfriars • • 
Rookwood •• 
Rookwood 
St.Jim' a 
St .Jim's • • 
1929: 
Grey friars . • 
Greyfriars •• 
Greyfriars •• 

Bunter in Bankrupt ,cy • • • • • • • • Loyal to His School. • . • • . . 
Lucky for Parkinson • • . • • • • • 
The Form-Master' a Substitute. ( Reprint 

. . 
of 

Magnet No.389 The Mysterious Mr.Mobbs) •• 
Pulling Carthew's Leg.. •• •• •• .. Tubby Muffin's Birthday . • • • • A False Alarm. • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Grundy's Great Idea. (Eeprint of Gem No.465, 

Grundy's Guilt) •• . . . .. • • Snowbound • • • • • . . . • • . . . . 
The Scientist of St.Jim's •• . . .. 
Bunter the Cri ck0 tor . • • • • • • • • • 
Nugent Minor's Bad Start . (Reprint of Magnet 

No.100, Nugent Minor). •• . . • • What Happened to Bunter . •• •• 
The Rookwood Rat Hunt.. •• •• 

. . • • 
• • Top Dog.. •• .• . • . • •• 

Lord Eastwood's Experiment. (Reprint 
• • • • 
of Gom 

127, D'Arcy's Bank Book) •• •• • • . . 
Rival Authors. • • • • . . . . 
Battling Bunter • • • • • • • • 
How Horace Coker Got His Remove. (Reprint of 

• • 

Magnet No.127, D'Arcy's Bank Book) .• 
The Haunted Tuckshop • • • • •• • • Jimmy Silver 's Pupils • • • • • • • • Tea with. Mr.Manders . • • • . •• .. 
Baggy Trimble's Romance . •• •• • • .. 
The Arm of the Law. •• •• •• •• . . . 
Cheque-Mate • • • • • • . • • • • • • • Coker the Hu.moriat. •• •• •• 
When Billy Bunter Forgot. (Reprint 

No.160, Poor Old Bunter) •• •• 

. . . . 
of Magnet . . 
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By Herbert Leckenby 

In our second Annual we had a feature "The Author's 1:vho' s .-;!ho". 
Therein we included, where we could, the pen-names the authors wrote 
under . Since those days , thanks to the researches of several of our 
members, we have discovered many more. It has been suggested that it 
would be a good idea to have an article devoted solely to pen-n ames -
a "see-at-a-glance" list. l i.B we are frequently asked for information 
about some particul ar author, and as there is no doubt there is an immens 
amount of interest in the subject, we agreed that such an article was 
well worth the space. 

~hen it came to compiling it the problem arose - how best to arrange 
the names. In some instances en author was best known by his reel name, 
~ Murray Graydon, for example. On the other hand several writers were 
always thought of by a pen-name with his real one much less familiar, or 
even unknown, 1..rthur S. Hardy being e case in point until ,..!alter 11ebb 
discovered it. Still again one might have several pseudonyms but . one 
,vas used more frequently t han any of the others; in this category, 
Davis Goodwin. It was therefore decided that the best thing to do was 
to plave the moat familiar name first, with the real one, where known, 
or generally considered to be the ree.l one, in capitals. 

Before going on t o give the details, however, we'll have a few 
comments, for the subject is an extremely interesting one, one which hes 
alweya intri5U,ed me. .~..s I said four years ago, it always puzzled me why 
an author who had made quite a reputation either under his real name or 
a pseudonym, shou!d sometimes try to disguise himself under another one. ~ 
You could underntand it when he was writing for an adult ':;paper 1 or in 
th e case of Charles Hamilton's other identities. But in other instances 
the motive was not so clear. For one thi ng , it was altogether futile 
for th e Buthor t o change his name for he simply could not change his 
style. 

,'.'.n outst anding case was John N. Pentelow. 17hBt was the use of him 
calling himself J eck North one week and Richard Randolph the next, when 
you could spot him es quickly as you could a policemen disguised as a 
chorus girl'? 

_.noth 3r was William Murrey Graydon. You could pl ace him at a glanc • 
He had so many favourite phrases like "B lump r ose in his thro at"; "his 
voic e choked with emotion", end I' 11 gm=1rentee if you looked thr ough an 
instalment of one of his stories you woul d be almost cert1:iin to come 
across the word "vowed". Still, he only used one pen-n ame rnd that 
usu ally for historic al stori es. 

Now just a word about 11 the two ladies 11 
• Long y eers ago an editor 

told me th at "Max Hamil ton 11 , a popular writer for th e 1J...P . pcpers in the 
early yeers of the cantury wee a woman. Ever since I wBs t old I have 
wondered who she wes, but never fou..~d out. Then r ecently that inde­
fatigable res~archer, 'Je.lter 'Webb, told us that he h8d good reeson to 
believe she was none other than the once fa mous Cecily Hamilton. 

The news from the seme source that "F. St. Mars", writer of meny 
nature st ories and that 11wer with Garmany" s eries in Pluck , elso hid the 
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identity of a woman came es a real surpris o t .., ue . Th,;;r e was a real 
professional touch ebout those pre-1914 war stories. 

'Gell, here's the list, by no means complete, but still, I think, 
useful. And don't forget, real names in capitals. 

1.RMOUR, R. Coutts 

;~h, Fenton. 

BELL, R. S. ' /1JffiEN 

Bird, Richard 

B IBST ON, LESTER 

BLACK, L...DBROKE 

Bleir, Al lan. 

BLYTH, H:JIBY 

BRIBGES , T • C • 

Br ooke, !JXthur. 

BROOKS , ED\ff S~ '..RLES 

BULLIV lu-lT , CECIL 

CHANCE, JOHN N'E'ITON 

CLE .. :WER, BYLTON 

Charteris, Leslie 

Cooke, l'ercivel 

CRE.:..SEY 9 JOHN 

Darren, Mark 

Drew, Sidney 

Earle ,illllbr ose 

F !iRNIER, HENRY 

Fordwych, John Edmund 

Goodwin, David. 

Gordon, S.S. 

Gill..YDON, WI LLI1u'A: l\'.!URRAY 

Hamil ton, }1t1x 

Hardy, .tu-thur S • 

Coutts Brisbane, Reid '"ihi tley. 

J.'... J. ATKINS. 

Hawkesley Brett. 

WILLI.'J f. B..'..RR '.,D.u.LE-S:MIT H. 

Paul rrc,;epUJ'-•. 
Paul Urquhart, Lionel Day. 

t lILLI!..J\.1 J • B!i.YF IELD • 

Hal J~eredi th. 

Christoph er Beck. 

.."ill.THUR C. M,'..RSH'l.LL; Carras Yorke. 

Robert ,-i . Comrade; Reginald Browne; 
Edward Thornt on .B(:JrkeJ.ey Gray, Victor G 

Maurice Everard; Henry Turville; 
Robert ,-r. Dixon. 

J ohn Drummond; David C. Newt on 1 
Alic e r-fiillard. 

ReginDld Crund en . 

LESLIE CH.'..RLES BCYlER 

I'ERCY :BISHOP. 

IViicheiel Hellid!:iy, Peter Manton. 

NORl\'.fAN GODDfillD • 

EDG.:.R JOYCE MUBRliY. 

J, J. JONES. 

Freinklyn r;right. 

H'illOLD J. G/1RR.IS H; Hf1rry Belbin; 
Geo r ge Gerrish; ·-:al ter Darrell 7 
1·1c1l t cr :!wc-.rard; '."ialla ce Morrell. 

SYDNEY GOJ I NG; John Tregellis; 
J ohn Goodwin. 

GORDON SH:\."{; Gordon ':Je.ll ece. 

-~lfr ed L..rmi tage. 

CECILY Ill.u\/!ILTON • 

.ARTHUR STEFFANS; Clement Hal e . 
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Heathcote, Claude 

HILL, H.'..RRY GREGORY 

HINC :KS , C • 11/LJ,C OLM 

HOOK, S. Ciu-\.RK. 

HOPE, ST ... \NTON (''7 .E.) 

HOME-G1.J.L, ED1:v.'.JID R. 

JOHN HUNTER 

J'eckson, Lewis. 

Mart, Donoven 

MflXWell, Herbert 

Morris, Patrick 

Murrey, Robert 

Horth, J l:1ck 

Osborne, Merk 

Pike, Morton 

Poole, Hi cha el 

q,uiroule, Pierre 

Quiz, Ilolend 

Richards , Frank 

ROCHESTER, GEORGE E. 

RO"r1E, JOHN G. (Gabriel) 

St . !:iers , F • 

5cott, Hedley 

J • H.'.,lli"iOOD PANT ING • 

lzy'lton Gregory. 

Malcolm Inyle; John M. Howard; 
Charles Malcolm. 

Meurice Merriman. 

1·a11iam Stanton; Donald Uesn '; 
Rhoda Deen. 

Edwin Dale, Rupert Hall. 

Peter Meriton; ~,nthorzy- Drummond; 
L; H. Brenning. 

JACK L"E'·rrs. 
E . LB BRUTON 1LRTIN; Raymond Lee; 
Martin Shew. 

HERBERT LO:MiiX • 

VISCOUNT MOIBiffl: MORRIS • 

ROBER.T rronR..:.Y GR1.iYDON; 
Robert Greydor; J·.'!urray Roberts. 

JOHN NIX PT'.Jf!:;.I:LCY7; Richard Randolph; 
Randolph Ryle; John '.,e st; 
Herry Huntingdon. 

JOHN 1 lILLDJ\!i ROBIN; John ..'.1scott; 
Jack Bobin; Victor Nelson; 
li.delie M cot t ; Gertrude Nelson. 

D. H. P~'..RRY; Ceut. ,.filton Blake. 

ROBERT HEBER POOLE; ~,n thony Thomas • 

•T. W. S .... YER. 

RICH:...IID M'.£TI N H)V 'JID Q.UITTEllTO J. 

CH'illLES H'...NILTON; F8rtin Clifford; 
Owen Conquest; Ralph Redwsy; 
Herry DorriPn; Clifford Clive; 
Hilda Richerds; Robert Stanley; 
Frank Dr eke. 

Eric Roch e ; John ~·~nrm. 
Charles Lewis; Mortimer Austin; 

Cspt. ..rthur Ferris; Gregory Dunstan; 
Cherles /1. R8nsome; Js mee Bright; 
· ... lice E. TI.owe. 

FLOPJUE srn. H'JIB . 

IDI:D LEY O I F :;.1-nr • 
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Scott , Maxwell 

St.John, Henry 

DR. JOHN W. ST~.i.NIFORI'H. 

HENRY ST.JOHN COOPER; 
Lieut. Peul Lafevre; Gordon Holme; 
Mabel St.John. 

SHI!/ , FRANK H. 

SYMONDS, F. ADDINGTON 

T'REETON, ERNEST. 

~nMtill, H. 'ii . 

~vl:GNALL, TREVOR C. 

·.,rey, Regin e ld 

Grenville Hammerton. 

Earle Daneeford; Howard Steele. 

: • Shew REle. 

i . Cartwright. 

:.len Dene; David Rees. 

":1 • 13. HOME G . .tLL; Regim1ld Drew. 

From Page No. 97 
1929 (Contd.) 

GREYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUAL 

Rookwood 
St .Jim's 

1930; 
Grey .friars • • 
Grey .friars . • 
Grey friars . • 
Grey.friars • • 

Rookwood 
Rookwood •• 
St .Jim's •• 
Cedar Crook. 

1931: 
. Gre yfriars . • 

Grey.friars •• 
Grey.friars • . 
Rookwood •• 
St.Jim's •• 
St .Jim's . .. 

1932: 
Grey.friars . • 
Grey.friars .• 
Gre yfriars •• 

· Rookwood 
Rookwood 

•• .. 

A Rift at Rook.wood. • • • • • • • • 
Tom MeITy 's Minor. (Reprint of Gem 296, 

Tom Me ITY ' s Minor) • • • • • • • • 

A Lesson for Coker. • • • • • • . . 
Bunter's Report . • • • • • • • . . 
Rough on Toddy . • • • . • • • . • 
The Greyfriars Adventurors. (Reprint of 

Magnet No.179 ,Bob Cherry in Search of 
his Father). . • •• •• .• 

Pleasing Dear Thomas .• •• •• 
The Last Laugh • • • • • • • • • • 
Gussy's Latest Stunt • • • • • • 
The Cedar Croek Detective •• . . 
Mark Linley at the Cross.Roads. {A Re­

print of Magnet No.180 1 A Schoolboy's 
Crossroads) • • • . • . . • • . . 

Pulling Coker' s Leg •• • • . . • • 
Sturgis Forgets . • • • • • • • 
French Leave . • • • . . . . . . 
Gussy ' s "Tennah" •• 
Troublesome Tom. (Reprint 

. . • • . . 
of ta. Gem No. 5 

Trouble some Tom) • • • . . . . • • 

Reforllling Mauly • • • • . • • • • . • 
The Old Boys' Dinner • • • • • • • • 
The Vanished Eleven. (Reprint of Magnet 

No.338, The Match with St.Jim's) •• 
My Little Mistake.. •• •• •• •• 
Putty's Priceless Prank. .• •• •• 
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By Robert Blythe 

It has been suggested several timss that I do the same for the 
Nelson Lee as John Geal did so ably for the Magnet in 1949 and Eric Fayne 
for the Gem in 1951. That is, give a complete list, together with short 
desoriptiens of the various series. 

\lell, it so happens that I did give such a list spreed over the year 
1949. That list was given primarily to help collectors to know the 
start/stop numbers of the various series and also as they are rather 
difficult to firxl, even if you possess the C.D. for that year without a 
lot of searching, I'm giving the list again, but this time fully revised 
end elaborated. However, I must confess that my main reason is to show 
what a wealth of gcod reading there is to be found within the pages of 
the good old Nelson Lee. 

To dis\elievers and unrepentants (R.J. pleese note) please observe 
how many times you see a straightforward detective series reco~ded~l 

Incidentally, I have not included any of the 2nd and 3rd New Series, 
mainly because to do them justice I would need at least another four 
pages and that, with this article at its present length, is out of the 
question. Perhaps . I'll do thet another time. However, of one thing 
I'm certain, those who are only superfici9lly ecqUE1inted with the Lee are 
in for a surprise. 

ORIGIN..U. SERIES 1915-17 

No's 1 - 111. Almost without exception a complete detective story 
each week. 

1ill. 
No's 112-120 (with the exception of 113, 115, 117, 119), 

INTRODUCING ST. FRANK'S 

Nelson tee end Nipper arrive at St. Frank's as Mr • .ilvington and 
Dick Bennett. Most of the stories are complete in themselves with the 
overall picture of ~ippe~ settling in and raising the ..illcient House from 
the dold.rumR by ousting Fullwood from the eaptain•y. 

No I s J 21-131 ( excepting 121, 1·23, 124, 127) 
Complete school-detective stories. 

No's 132-135. NELSON LEE V. THE CIRCLE OF TERROR 

Exciting school-detective story introducing Cecil De Valerie and 
Sessue Yakema. Yakame's life is threatened by the Circle of Terror, a 
criminal orgEiniseition headed by Prof. Cyrus Zingrave, De.V!Jlerie 1'eing 
the innocent dupe. .t.11 their efforts, of course, are foiled by Nelson 
Lee still in his disguise as Hr • .ilvington. 

No's 136-139 .J.\RRIV .. \L OF TOM BURTON 

Tom Burton arrives end incurs the enmity of Fullwood end De Valerie. 
Two reiscelly s~ilors, Cept. Jelks and Bill L8rson, 8ttempt to kidneip Tom 
in order to force his f~thar, Dept. Burton to disclose the whereabouts of 
certain treasure. .An exciting prelude to the summer holiday series. 



1918 
No's 140-141. DE V :lLERIE REFORMS 

Complete in themselves showing how De Velerie reforms. This is 
brought about because he is under the mistaken impression that he has 
caused the death of one of the viliege boys. The struggle between his 
baser Bnd \etter self is well described. This struggle with his con­
science results in his confwssion. He then discovers that the whole thing 
has been engineered by a crooked bookmaker for the purpose of bl ackmail. 

No's 142-147• Nelson Lee v. Prof. Zingrive and the Circle of Terror. 
School detective stories. 

No's 148-157. HUNTER THE HUN 
The first of the barrings-out and one of the best. Mr. Hunter 

arrives and by his despotic and bullying etti~ude soon earns the nick-nam 
"Hun". After his attempt to subdue Nipper, Tregellis- '"iest E•nd ':-iatson by 
starvation the Remove rose in revolt. The barring-out is held among the 
ruins of the Monastery complete with barbed wire entanglements. They ar 
forced out of here but menage to talce up positions on 1:lillards Island. 
They return to the school efter receiving a written prijmise that all is 
forgiven, only to find th uy have been tricked. Nipper & Co. c1re cruelly 
flogged and imprisoned. The efforts of the rest of the Remove to start 
another barring-out is foiled. Punter the Hun is the victor. Howev3r, 
Nelson Lee, although ostensihly absent from the school, had not been idle 
for Hunter was a Hun - literally. In fact, he was a spy end after 
sev eral exciting events is finally captured and turned over to the police 

No I s 158-165. NIPPER & CO IN THE SOUTH SE.AS 

Cept. Burton t Ekes some of the Removites with him on hiE search for 
treasure. Trouble is CE•used by the efore-mantioned Capt. Jelks. Togethe 
with battles ageinst cenni111ls and £. volcanic eruption which l eaves their 
ship high and dry in a lagoon , they heve a tough time of it. Nevertheles 
the tr eesure is found and Jelks is def eated. 

No's 166-169. NDLSON LEE v. THE CIRCLE OF TERROR 
Lee fi ghts another round with Zingrav e 's crimin al band end wins. 

Lee Eind Nipp er's r eal id entity is reve a led to the school as e whole for 
the first time in this series. 

110-177. JJ:IB.IV_1L OF REGGIE PITT 
One of the most popul ar characters cel ebr ates his arrivf'l by complet ely 

wrecking the study of one of the River House Masters, es en ect of spite 
against \'felbourne & Co. for which th e l fltter ere flogged. He soon 
proves a thorough r e.scfll and eerns for himself the name of "The Serpent". 
~s part of his pl en for avenging himself upon Nipper & Co. ho is instru~ 
ment8l in getting Tr egellis-' :est end Hand.forth expell ed. ''idson is to 
get the seme treatm ent but at the last moment he is involved in a fire 
from ,vhich he is rescued by Pitt ( the only sne who knows where he is) at 
th e risk of his life. Pitt hes a change of haart and confesses to his 
trickery. 
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178-186. THE BOY FROM BERJlONDSEY 

The erriv E,l of J E1ck Meson, l ater lmown as Jeick Grey. He thinks he 
is en orphein ~ but his uncle, 1VJr. Grell, lmows that a locket J eck hPs in 
his possession is the clue to his parents vs wall as e lost treasure. 
Jack has a gr eEit influence upon Reggie Pitt E1nd they become firm friends 
and it is the latter who is mEdnly resp.tnsible for foiling the wicke~ 
uncle, alt hough it is Nelson Lee who establishes Jack's parentage. 

1919 

No's 187-194. COLONEL CLINTON 

4 new housemaster t ekes over the College House and things begin t o 
hum, for Col. Clinton is P militEirist of the most virulent type. Drills 
parades, saluting end guard duties are th e order of the day. But 
Col. Clinton is pr oved insane end the juniors get their demob. pepers. 

ll95-204. TEE BULLIES LEMJ.UE 

Starke, Kenmore end ot her sh ady chareoters among the Fifth Eind Sixt 
start 8 r eign of terr or by inc ess ant bullying. The fegs nre easy meat 
but the lead ers of th e Remove f crm the "Secr et Combine" end commence t o 
give th e seni ors e t aste of their own medicine until they are t oo soared 
to start anything f or fe ar cf the retEili eti on. .:J.s o running thr uugh th 
st ory is the m;ysterious X9 who is responsible f or a seri es uf burgl aries 

205-212. NIPPER EXPELLED 

Sterk e , still smarting after his defeet, fE,ke s evidence of an 
e.ssault f l r whinh Nipper is expelled. Nipper 9 h(,wever, returns t o th e 
soh0ol in disguise end manages t o pr ove Starke 1 s guilt, as a result of 
which he , .in turn, is expell ed. 

213-220. IN SEhlWH OF THE TRE.\SURE OF $_.\FR..'\. 

J...11 aboard f ,, r Herth Africe in c,,mpflny with Lord Dorrie mur e end 
Umlus. The clu e t c, the t:i..·ec1sure is oont ein ed in the l ocket owned by 
J ack Grey. The tr eesur e is disc overed Pnd the vill eins ere f ,,ilec 
( of course th er e fire villa .ins, th 8t I s where ell th e fun end excitem ent 
ce,mes inL) The sc ene shifts t o ·west .ti.fries where the party have El 

skirmish with th e neti ves, Eind s ;~ on t o th e .ti..tl entio. .'.l.s st orm flnd 
engine tr 0u1le, getting mBrooned upon an isl end find fin ally stuck in the 
middle of the Sergess o Sea r 0unds off e series full t u th e brim with 
adventure. 

221-222. TITUS ALEXIS AND TEE GHE}iT FI HE 

Titus errives 't"lith I? deep hetred of 1:11 things British. He, 
neturelly , gets pushed flround e bic end in r evenge he sets fire t o th e 
Colleg e House. Of cours e he 's nutti er th Pn e frui t ceke ;;111.d is removed 
fr om th e sch ool. But the ~hole thing is e dr emfltio curtain-r aiser t o 
lhe next series, which is -

223-228. ST .FR.t~N'.t{1 S IN LO?.IDON 

The sch ool t ekes up quarters near Holb orn. Detecti on is well t o 
the f ore in this series, as it conoErns en 0pium smugglers' ring end the 
lddnepping cf Tregellis- ·J'est. The last st ory intr oduces Fetty Little. 
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229-236. B.t.JlRING-OUT OF MR. M.\RTIN 

This bflrring- ut f e ll ows th e f vmiliar p c1ttern of 8 tyr annical n ew 
Headme ster and th e inevi ts1le r evolt. Nl' n ew angl es in this · pl ot but, 
Gf course 9 pl enty of acti on. 

237-239. Christm es with Lord Dvrriem ~,re et Cliff C1:1stle • 

. 1920. 
240-249. THE SPENDT!ffi.JFT 

1.n unusu EJl s ori es this. The Hon. D,_,ugl es Singlet on 9 e n ewcLmer t o 
the Rem0ve bl est with fl f ortun e of "ver £200,000, pr oce eds t o spend ssme 
lik e wEiter. .:...s might be exp ected, he f alls int o th e hands of three 
unecrupl ous cr -:oks l ed by a Mr. Gore. They begin t o fleece him by 
veri ous mea ns until he has not e penny l eft. By this tim e h e hes well 
and truly learnt his l ess on c1nd hPs bec 0me e st e edi er and more reliable 
purs vn in the pr c.c 0ss. By e trick h ...: mc1m1ges t ,) tr as th em end himd 
them over t : th e p olice. ll.1r. Gore th en pr r,v e s himself tc be - Nels on 
Lee. Sv Singl ebn gets his f vrtun e b flck find all's well. 

250-255. THE SERV.'..NrS STilIKE 

_·.n flmusing s eries with TimothyTuc ·ker we ll t o th e f cr e t' S a 
Communist agit ato r. Th e sch 0ol staff decide tc go on strik u end flre 
beck ed up by th e juni ors. Hec>ps qf fun end gf'mes with th e juni ors doi 
the cooking end mPking th e oeds etc., meentim e k eeping th e fr esh steff 
off th e premises by v Pri ous devices. ~he 0l d steff eventu e lly get thei 
r Eiise in pfly, ~md things return t o ncrmel. 

256-263. Mr. Cr owell, .suff ering fr om fl nerv nus br ea kd own 9 is 
r epl ac ed by Hendf orth's br l th er~in-l flw, }ffr. Heeth. Mr. Heeth is being 
1l a ckmeil ed by 8 Ce,unt De Fl essigny. Hrndf orth dves a sp \.,t uf detectiv 
work and causes e split in Study Das e consequ ence. 

264-274. EL DOR'J)O 

One c,f th 0 must f amous h , lid c1y s eri es , full t ( ~verfl cwing wi. th 
edventur e . 

L0rd D-_irri emor u tP kes P p erty up th e :.mazon in s ee rch c,f c_,1 .Kerri g n. 
They disc cver th e 1< st city of El D:::ir fld , flnd e r c1ce .. f gif: nts lmown 1:1s 
th e .'..rz<'cs. ''lha t wi t :t bflttl es with pr e -hist : ric monst ers 9 a war bet wee 
riv e l armi es 9 £lnd hEir-r flising escapades t c.geth 9r with v r)lc vnic erupt io n 
thr own in f or good meflsure, th ere's n0v er e dull moment. E .S .B. cert 1:1i -
ly pull ed r'ut ell th e st ops f er this yarn. 

275-283. AlffiIV .·..1, OF DICK GOODr/ IN 

B1:1ck tc St .Frf'nk' s Pnd str eight e.wf'y up t o th e Gyebr ows in mys tery. 
Dick hes inv ented e mecha:oicel gadget f'nd cert Pin doubtful typ e s try t , , 
steal it. 

284-293. B..'.'.NNINGTON CINEM~ 

ScL ,man Levi pE:rsu edes his fflth er t : buy Bf'nning b n Gr ange f er cc,n­
Vt:Jrsi on int... fl cinem e . Mr. '7ebb, th -3 , .. ,nly ut h er cinem1:1 ,·..vner in B1:1nning 
t en, : bjects - vi ol ently. St cry t ells h 0w h e ett empts b put paid k 
the sch eme by n eferi ous meens - 1:1nd feils - netur elly. 
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1921 
294-304. THE COLLRGE HOUSE WITHOUT RULES 

This period of "n o rules" wes intr cduced by Mr. Smale F cx 9 the new 
Hc..usemE1ster. Nu rules, no punishment - result ohE1ost The r c tters teke 
full E1dvE1ntage and bring the name of St.Frenk 1 s int o disrepute. Nels on 
Lee tEikes E1 hand and pr oves thPt Smale Fc,x is deliberetely ell owing these 
heppenings es part ri f e plan ,,f revenge against the sch col. The st :1ry 
els e tells of the b ·:'xing pr c,wess of ~rnest LE'lwrence as a pr '.)fession?l. 

305-311. THE HOUNDS OF THE T.:illGOSS!.1. 

.b. holiday cr 0wd .::.n a trip in an airship which is wrecked in the 
.ruirietfc. The \ oys are saved bye ship which is drifting with out e crew 
The ship in turn is wrecked ,·n the coest of iYLrdenie. The p Eirty is cep-
tured by the Terg osse, rebels whc hold p wer in the country. They escspe 
and g u in f orces with the R0yalists. There is a terrific battle eetween 
the tw ,) fsctions bef ·ire the rebels ere subdued and the party can return 
heme. 

312-319. JERRY DODD .:J'.1) THE TEST l\t'i.TCHES 

Jerry Dodd, a y ~.uth who lives f e,r crick et 9 is t old by his tather 
"n o cricket, sch vol is a plE 1ce f --:r study" • . H . .w he gets ,.:ver this and 
ends up pL:1ying in a test match is told in e we,y thet puts Br coks in the 
f urefr ont cf sp orts-st ~,ry writers. 

320-327. Il T THE '7ILD Y1EST 

Justin B. F~·rmilm's fath er is having tr , .. ubl e with rustlers etc. on 
his rench ih Mcntena. He invites Nels on Lee and Lord D-·rri emore and e 
crowd cf the lads uut th ere f or a hvliday. ~:lhilst there, Lee feels th.at 
it's up t o him, c1nd s o we I re tr aated t 0 as full-bl ooded a we.stern yarn 
l:lS CL·~d be wished f or. 

328-335. PITT I S EFFORTS TO S!..VE THE FUILY FORTUNF'.iS 

Drema tic er,is ode r e l ating Reggi e ?i tt~' eff r. rts t o make mon ey t :"' 
help his fat her , whc is b c1nkrupt eft er being r L ok ed iJa, a business scheme. 
Pitt, who is reck cned the fill.est winger in St .Fre nk' s f ~Jotb all hist (,ry, 
gets a j c,b ns :,utside-right with Banningt on F ·,ot°'l'lf.111 Club. ~\nd s c, ·Ne 
hev e a f Gotbell series withe sp ot of skullduggery pr ovided by one Sim0n 
Respe wh0 had caused Pitts• father t c g~ \ankrupt in th e first p!Eice. 

336-34J. THE l\itillNESS OF DR .STllFFORD 

Dr. Steff urd is being pois oned "ty e Mr. Tr ent on, the n GVf s·ci enc e 
Master. The pois c,n causes him t - fly int o unc cintr ()ll able t empers, e8ch 
atteck being worse then the last. The buys, nut kn owi !l;;s whet t c make of 
it, begin to tek e sides f :Jr end Elga.mat. Those age inst, l ed and influenced 
by Timcthy Tucker, gu c ommunist, which leflds t u them gaining contr ol of I 
the sch ool. ThDre's e smell barring- out and clashes between them and the 
other party, termed the Loyalists. 

This is e l ong series end there's t oe much in the pl ot t o crem int o 
e smell space. m.,wever, Trenton is exp c sed ~nd the sch ,)ol greduelly 
returns t o normel. 

(106) ··------------



349-357. 
1922 

THE COMING OF bRCHlE 

This series, which concerns eff orts which are made t o rec over 
~reesure fr ~;m ";,illflrds Islend, is enlivened by the flrrivel et the sch ool 
C!lf one ~,f the very best cheracters in sch colb0y fiction - ~\rchie Glenthorne. 
Archie, the walking fBshion plate, is ebs olutely one of the " ones". His 
menner of speaking alone is sufficient t c endeer him f or ever t 0 the 
reeder. 

358-365. Young Oli;gg is kidn apped by members of e Chinese Tong 
and is taken on fl ship en route to ehina. This leads to:-

366-374. A HOLIDJi.Y IN THE SOUTH SEIB. 

Lord Dorriemore and the usual crowd on board The 'fanderer give chase 
to the kidneppers, duly rescue Young Ching end carry on to the South Seas. 
Here they get wrecked on e coral island :::ind live like the Swiss Fe'Tlily 
Robinson. .!u-chie' s valet, Phipps, comes into his own as a sort of 
"Ldmirable Crichton". They Fre finPlly rescued by Eleroplane which b1'ings 
us to ~-

375-380. THE NE'7 LNGLILNS 

One of Brooks' so-c c:•lled "far-fetched" stories. The aeropl1me takes 
them to the ent8rcti~ where they discover the lost country of New .'inglia, 
only to find that they have landed just when e war between the two halves 
of the country is flbout to stert - with what results to the St.FrPnk 1 s 
party you cen imagine. 

381-397. 

398-407. 

BE,ck to the peace flnd quiet ( i l) of school life. 
Complete stories. 

1923 
PEM1ItWA.'ll RULE 

:Miss Trimble, E1 newly elect en chairman of the Governing Boerd, 
objects in public to tbe Heedmester edministering corporal punishment. 
He resigns in protest, followed shortly afterwards by the rest of the 
masters. Miss Trimble seizes the chance to prove a theory that boys 
E're better trained by women end installs women teechers. The boys tre1:1t 
the whole thin g as e joke at first, but the joke turns sour when Jdiss 
Trimble bens most of the privil eges such as tea in the studies etc. The 
finel strPw is when the juniors ere bPnned from using the studies. From 
then on it's war - to the 1itter en~t A well-remembered series with 
Brooks at his best. 

408-414. .ALF I UGG INS MffiIVES 

~.1.lf Brent, son of the Cheirmen of the Board of Governors hes e 
theory th1:1t if he went to St .Fr8nlc 1 s under his own neme he would be 
treated with respect, but if he went es Alf Huggins, en ordinary working­
cless boy, he would be ostracised. How the idee works out is brilliantly 
and movingly told. 

415-422. r1HrrSUN HOLID:...Y SERIES 

The lomovites sp Jn~ a cflravenning holidey touring the highways and 
byways of rural England. 
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423-432. IN AMER.I C11. 

The Remove, for vari 0us reason s , find themselves in America. They 
travel from New York to HdJ.ywood, where they meet Lord Dorriemore who 
takes them on The 1:"1anderer into the Pacific. Here they meet with more 
adventures on a certain island. Brooks wrote this story whilst in 
America and it has the ring of authenticity. 

433-441. INTRODUCING BUSTER Boars 

From the Editor 1 s remarks concerning this series~ "It was power 
end leadership that he coveted and he found that he could more quickly 
attain success by instituting a reign of terror-~. As we have seen, 
Nipper proves to Buster that two could play a.t that game, and when the 
new Remove leader began to experience some of his own medioine he realis 
that there was some truth in the saying that'He who lives by the sword 
perishes by the sword 1 • The light of reason brought home to him at last 
the folly of his mad· lust for power. He was sobered, and felt ashamed 
of himself. His old suppoTters now turned against him. They regard 
him es a bully and a cowa.r:d, and it remains for Buster to prove that et 
heart he is neither." 

442-447• Nelson Lee's tustle with the Night Owl, otherwise known 
ee Celei Droone, and the criminal organisatijn The Alliance of Thirteen. 

1924 
.448-454. TBE.·:D!l, ICJillACK SERIES 

Dr. Kernack takes over the post of Curato= to the school museum, and 
weird things begin to happen. Some parts of this story would not be out 
of place in the "Not at Nigh·:;!' books, as witness some of the titles , 
"The Evil Ezy-e of Baal", "The Curse of the Moon God" etc. This series 
was. most topical at th e 1, : me, fo .t' Tutankhamen: s tombe had just been 
discovered. 

445-463. E.l-.Jffi.ING-OlJ.l Ar.l.JNST ') I:r,LI! u\f K. SMITH 

. Smith, e German--1...merican niJ.l fona:i.:re, buys up most of tl ... e countrysid 
surrounding St .Frank's with the ~-de8 of building vast factories. !w e 
result of his scheming Dr . St1:1f i01:d is forced to resign and one of 
lVIr • . Smith I s stooges, a ll"'ir. Pons ,m:.rJ Smell, is installed. Smc11l is not 
big enough for the job and soon cas eve~j·one in open revolt. This 
reiellion interferes e gr eat deal ,ri th Smith's plans end in consequence 
there's lo eds of exci tems::-t c· . .:1-lmlnat :; .. ng in e th:rilling finale when his 
workmen (all foreign ers , 1y the wey), maddened with drink, storm the 
school and attempt to set fire to it. 

464-470. Tffi. cmcus COME TO TOffN 

_-:._ circus comes to Bann:i.ngto n and th en tho fun sterts. The performers 
go on strike and the Remo-v-i tes ";c1ke ')ver. Imflgine Handy, as e strong 
men, tossing 500 l\s. weight eboLtt 

41f -476. A. story with, fore :,oys' paper, e mos·t ;,-ui.usuel plot. It 
tells how Wirs. Sto kes, the new Housemsster'~·wife, heving peen cured of a 
serious illness by the us e of drugs, had beco~e, in part, a drug sddict. 
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Her fight to return to 8 nol'IIl81 life, whilst •eing encouraged to take 
more drugs by a reptilian Chinaman, is dramatic, to say the least. 

477-484. IN THE SA.HAR{:;. 

One of Brooks' "far-fetched" holiday series. This time they dis­
cover a lost Romen city in the middle of the Sahara Desert and experience 
all the thrills and adventures that one might associate with such an 
event. 

465-492. THE SCHOOL '7rrH 1... BAD N!ill'JE 

lulother unusual story of a type not usually met with in boys' papers 
During 8 champagne party held •Y the "bledes", e senior dies of 

heart failure. l.. London newspaper gets held of the story and the result 
1ng scandal n..::erly causes the school to close down. However, most ef 
the Remove manage to stay on and, under Pitts' l eedership, mtinage to 

· restore the ....,ood name of St .Frank's. 

493-500. Complete School Stories. 

1925 
501-512. TOMMY 1~/ATSON 11'.r MO!i.T HOLL<J'l 

Owing to his father's finences being somewhat shaky 11atson is sent 
to th1a new school recently opened flt Mo8t Hollow betw oen St .Frank's and 
Bell ton. ~\. shock f!W8i ts him, however , for the school is nothing more or 
less thane prison, where the beys have all th o spirit lrn.ockud out of 
them and are, in fact, treated like slaves. Brooks must have reed 
Nicholes Nickleby, for this is the type of school that Dickens exposed. 
~ thoroughly good yarn ,dth Nipper doing his stuff et the end as the 
"Phantom Protector". 

513-522. .',, cricketing series with f.l feud betw een the ~cient 1:md 
Modern House thrown in as good measure and to add to the complicatiens. 

523-528. ST .FR:'.NK'S TAKES UP SCOUTING 

Owing to part of the schoel heving been d1:1maged end eccnmmodetion 
lacking, the Lower School take up Scouting 8nd c1:1mp out on the Downs 
overlooking Shingle Bey. 

529-536. IN THE SOUTH SEt-i.S k.G }:JN 

Lord Dorri 8more takes the usual crowd to a South Sea Isl1:1nd in searc 
of ~earls. This is Brooks et his best end his description of a tropical 
island is convincing. There is also a most r ealistic description of a 
cyclone. 

537-541. THE REFORMATION OF FULL1700D 

Fullwood, until now the eclrn.owledged leader of the "cads" ? hed been 
present on the holidey in the lest s eries f'nd mainly o;,Jing to the influen e 
of Clive Russell, begen to see the error of his weys. In this series 
we see the trensformetion completed. All is not mede e8sy for him, end 
he .hBs an uphill fight •efore he cen cut loose from his old associates. 

The school is enlarged to five houses in this series. 
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542-549. E2.RA QUIB.KE 

In the opinion of many this is the finest series that Brooke ever 
wrote. It made such an impression on one of our circle that he decided 
to take up the profession of stage illusienist es a career • . 

Briefly then: Ezra Quirke arrives, riddled with supersiitions and 
a dabbler in Black Magic. He has a powerful personality end very so~n 
h1:1s his own circle of believers. Those who ridicule him seem to run 
into bad luck. However, the die-hards form themselves into the "13 Club 
and defy Quirke to do his worst. As a consequence they suffer all sorts 
of misfortunes and the "H Club" disbands. Quirke utilises a cellar in 
the East House where he holds mqetings and where he achieves all sorts 
of weird phenomena. Eventually he has nearly everyone believing in him 
except a very few. Led by Browne of the Fifth, they eventually find the 
meens to expose him. How this is brought about and why Quirke is at 
the school I won't reveal as it would spoil your fun if you haven't 
already reed the story. 

Broeks at his very \est. 

1926 
550-560. THE REVOLT lill.:~IlIST GUY SINCL.llR 
Guy Sinclair, a 6th Former, and one of the worst., succeeds in 

becoming Heed Prefect of the °\lest House mainly owing to the fact that 
he hes a hold over Mr. Stokes the Housemester. His success goes to his 
heed and he becomes e petty dictator. Life is made unbearable for the 
juniors and so they reeel. Eventually the rest of the school join in 
and with Masters end Profects absent for various reasons the unruly 
elements get the upper hand an~ mob rule is only stopped by the inter­
vention of Mr. Stokes. Sinclair is finally exposed by Stokes and is 
expelled. 

5 61-5 6 8 • HORkCE STEVENS 1-illD HIS F ..'...T HER I S PLAY 
For this, the last of the Old Series, Brooks takes us behind the 

scenes of Londo~'s Theatre-lend. Ste-iens' father, before ht:3 dies, hai 
bee~ a greet actor end had written e play. Stevens tries to get it 
produced end also reveals his own capabilities es en actor. How the 
play is stolen from him end how with Brown's and Nipper & Co's help he 
finally triumphs is well t old in e most dra~atic fashion. 

1st New Series 
No's 1-11. SPORTS MAD 1'iT ST .FR'.OOC1 S 
Fenton starts e Sports Carnival tmd Nipper suggests El Young E'ngla.nd 

v. Young Australia playing in a test mBtch with the final game et Lord's. 
St.Frank's thinks of nothing else except sport this term, but the Heed­
mseyer tries to bring them Jeck to earth by setting them a spe~ielly 
stiff exam. So whet with sports and study end everything going with 
a med rush, everyone hes a hectic time, trying to fit things in. 

12 - 19. HOLID:4i 4l)V~NTURES Il~ CHIN.A. 
Young Ching is kidnepped Eind Nelson Lee, Dorriemore end Umlosi,, to eey nothing of Nipper & Co. go to Chine to effect a rescue. They ere 
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tE1ken prisoners end get mixed up in a bettle between rival 'ver Lords 
b~fore everything smooths itself out. 

20 - 25. IIDIDFORTH -~ REMOVE C~AIN 

.:" .. s a r esult of e jok e that went wrong, Hendforth is el ected captain. 
He proceeds to make e thorough nuisance of hims elf, until th e whole 
Remove is fed up to the back teeth with his weird and wonderful ideas of 
how e form should \e run. L. very funey yarn. 

26 - 33. ST .FRLNK1 S ON ITS HONOUR 

!.n _'.Jnerican Professor persuad E:Js the Headmc1ster to eidopt the "Honour 
System", with dire results. The decent element form e vigilante com­
mittee to bring the oth urs to their senses. Meanwhile, Full wood is 
tempted to desert the straight end narrow, but his better self prevails. 

1927 

34 - 43 • THEY D±SCOVEP. NORTHESTRl~ 

.Jter spending Christmas et Hlmdforth Towers the holiday party go on 
a trip to th e Far North, in an airship owned by Lord Dorriemore. .:..a one 
might expect, th e airship gets out of control in e viol ent storm end is 
carried well into th e .brctic Circle. They get pitchforked ever e range 
of mou:dltains end find themselves - in Nort~estrie - e lend of knights in 
1:1rmour. In oth er vrords, back to the Middle ll{seS. .Al though this is one 
of Brooks' "f er-:dched" stories, I, personelly consider it one of the 
best. The pPrty erriv e just as the Gothlr :nders ere about to inved e 
Northestri8. Lee and Dorriemore ere given th e job of org anising an army 
to r epel th em, end using modern weapons end ideas , do the whole thing in 
grand etyl e . 

44 - 50. THE GREAT FLOOD 

Pin e Hill Reservoir bursts d~ring heevy reins and floods the whole 
of the Stowe Vall ey. St.Fr ank's is complete cut off. However, e 
coupl e of berges flo at into the school grounds togeth er .n th en old ~ern 
(Fort Resolut e of t he Tri mble barring-out) end Handforth getB th E:J bright 
idea of lifting th e barn on to th e barges. They use "HEindforth I s .,\rk" 
as e meens of esc ape from th e school. They get cerried out to see end 
are wrecked but manage to save the barges. They r eturn to the coast 
end when th e fl oods subside, e fe w of them , acting es bc1rgees , return 
th e barges to th eir ri ghtful owner. 

51 - 54. THE FUNK OF ST .FR '..Ni{ ' S 

Herry Gresham, son of a county crick eter and himself an expert at 
the game, erriv es only to be 1lranded e f,mk. Hendy t akes him in hand 
end helps to prov e that his cowerdic e is mor e imagin ary then real. 

55 - 60. THE FRESH AIB FIENDS 

The Headmast er's sist er persu ades him to flllo w those who wish to 
tak e advant ege of th e s'.l1Il1Iler weather to go under canvas. Her husbend is 
in search of Rohlan tr eesur e for which purpose he buys Holt's Ferm. The 
cemp is washed out by e storm end some of the lads -persue,d e the Heed's 
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sister to ellow th em to carry on at Holt's Farm. Her husband objects 
et first bu't eventu ally Bllows them to stey 1:ind help him in his seerch. 

66 - 67. ON THE CONGO 

Thie holiday starts out with no particular end in view, except as 
a tri:p to th E: Congo in the company of I,ord Dorriemore. However, when 
th ~y arrive they learn that trouble hes broken out in Umlosi's tribe, 
the Kutene I s, end that Umlosi hc!S disapp eflred. They et oncE: set out 
to do the rescuing business, only to be captured bye slave tr ader, one 
Otto Lorenzo. Needless to say, they put paid to him, but not before 
we h~ve had out full quota of thrills end adventures. 

68 - 71. THE FEUD OF THE FOURTH AND THE REMOVE 

";";he.t commences as e new spir-..:. t of rivalry between th e tv10 forms 
is turned to hatred by Bernard Forrest (who took over the reigns as 
chief "cad" from F:illwood.) He , with some of his friends, f en t he 
flames impartially by int~oducing such things as stones and dog-whi ps 
etc. into the rivalry. Forrest is in due course exposed end is drummed 
out of st.Fr enk's. 

72-75. THE Cl.oSTLETON 'F.f INS 

Allan and Lrthur Cestl eton arriv e , th e former at St.Fr ank ' 8 Elnd 
the latter at St.Jim's. !u though th ey ere es alik e as two peas ou~­
werdly, their natures ere poles epert. }J.ll:in is e thorough-going young 
rascel, end 0vent·1 elly m£1kes himself so unpopulBr tha.t h.: suggests to 
Arth)ll' that they chenge places as f • joke. ..:\rthur agr ees and goes to 
St .Frenk 1s, only t o fi nd th E1t he hes to pay for his hrother•s sins. 
Allen meanwhile is conscience- st~icken end returns to t ake his medicine. ~ 

The story also t ells of t he various ettempts on the life of Lord 
Pippin ton. 

76 - 79. DElTH OF ~i.A.IJrER CHURCH 

One of th e most dr amatic stories ever written by E.S.B. Churc h 
is pursued by ~nemies Bnd his life is sPved only by prompt Action by 
Nelson Lee . To ur ev .. :mt furth er etternpts Lee find Dr .Brett announce that 
Church has died. Llt houg~ McClure is convinced, Rend.forth refuses to 
beli eve it, and ·does his best to forc e Nelson Lee to explain. The fine 
thing ebout t his st ory is t he descripti on of th e f ellows' r eections, 
particul erly Heindforth I s and McClure I s to Church I s illness and supposed 
death. To those who r egerd Hendy es purely a comic thi s sid e of his 
charac~er is an eye-open er. 

80-99. ~"'IDFORTH' S BMIBING- OUT 

Hendforth is f 1: .. laely eccused of setting e trap for M:r.Pyec:raft 9 

end is due to be flogge d . Hondforth, bei ng th e chap he is, and highly 
incensed by th e injustic e , s.tarts a herring-out with his two fri Gnds. 
Vdry soon others join until th e whole Remove is in revolt. The rebellion 
aterts in the Anci ent House studies , takes over the st ore-house es more I 
join, and ~nd by th e juniors taking over the Modern House. The berring­
out is finally brought t o en end by the confession of · the culprits, in 
this cas e Merrell and Marriott. 
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TRE BOTT-BOY BARONEr 

Sir J Emes Potts, BE,rt. comes to St .Frank's De E1 boot-boy to earn his 
living. He is helped to regain his position in life by an old friend 
and new boy Vivifln Tr,:wers, end the story ends with him becoming e member 
of the Remove. 

94- 99. The Eerl of Edgemore is in ~ueer St~eet what with mort-
geges being f oreclosod etc., but the Remove relly round Bnd with Nelson 
Lee doing his stuff on the sid~, everything works out nicely, thank yout 

100-108. H.'...i.'IDFORT:a: TIB OUTC .'.ST 

Hf•ndforth, usui:•lly good-netur~d end cheerful, gets into a thoroughly 
bE1d temper which gets worse Fis time goes on, And ell over nothing. He 
reE,lises thd he's et f Elult but Himdy is es obstinc:te cis a mule end con­
siders everyone owes him en ~Dology insteed of vice-versa. Things go 
from bea t o worse until he is ostrcicised by the who·le form. 'Even his 
feii thful chumr, .. Church find McClure , leeve him to get on with it. Of 
c0urse, Hendy comes t o his senses but not bef nre he n,erly gets himself 
expelled. 

109-117. Chembers of t he Fifth, owing to sheer laziness , is sent 
down to the Remove. He ettempts t o essert himself by bullying, but is 
soon put in his plece. Showing no effort to impr ove himself, the Heed­
meeter decides to put him int o the Third - amongst the fags. He has e 
terrible time of it, the fegs te king the opportunity to pey off old 
scores. He soon pulls himself t ogether efter this end eventuelly geins 
his old pl£ce in the Fifth. 

118-123. ON HOLID!:.Y IN I ND I..'... 

Lord Dor21iemore t ekes the usuel cr owd on holid~y egein, this time ~o 
Indifl. The pl ot is basically the sEJme es the China Series , except that 
this 'time it is Hil.ssi Renjit 1F1l KE1hn who is kidlll :'1Jped. 

124-127. . st ory of fun end g1:1mes, when e series of j e.pes Pre 
carried out bet ween St. Fr enk's end the River House. 

128-131 1."iILLY H.'.NDFORTH' S DOG 

This yern tells how -r;illy Handforth f·orms f'n ettf'ch ment f or e grey­
hound, of his effo r ts t o buy it fr om e brut al owner. 

132-139. ·~ mixed beg of very short series, concerning the Blue 
Cruseders, Kenmore the prefect end his reform etion, r nd ghostly 
happenings et TIE·i thmere Cestle r e-intr oducing ~zre Quirke. 

1929 

140-151. THE ST .FR'. .. .NK' S TOUUING SCHOOL 

The sch ool go on an educEJtionel tour of Sr,uth lfrice, .-'...ustrelie 
~nd New Zeel 8nd. I don't kn w whGt they leernt but they hPd their full 
quot~ of edventu~e. Brooks mciy or mey not hPve visited these countries, 
but his descriptions ere most reelistic. 

--------- - (113) 



., 

152-159. THE SNE..\.K I S P .AR!illISE 

Note . - 152, 157-159, complete school stories. 
Dr. Stafford has retired and instead we have a Dr. Morrison Nicholls 

He hes a theory which he puts int o preotise, that the sch oolb oy code of 
honour, which seys "one should not I sneak"', is ell wrong, and thet if e 
boy is bullied, or knows of some miademee.nour, he should report the 
matter. ~/hat happens, of course, is the opposite to the Headmaster's 
hopes. It's e field de.y for the cads. 

160-169 , ON TOUR M ·~:rn 
Coming so quickly after the other touring school series, one can 

only assume that it was a publicity stunt. This time they travel about 
England in a speci al tr ain , st opping a few deys at verious points. Each 
stopping-pl~ce pr ovides a different adventure. 

170-17 4. . Lord Dor riem ore turns up Elga in snd tekes e pflrty off 
to Arizon a in search of gold. 

175-178. Stanley '°laldo son of the 11' 1ondermsn", arrives, and 
p~oceeds t o stagger the sch ool. 

179-182. B8rn ~rd F~rrest is reinstated end immediately starts 
hie old games. 

183-186. Nelson Lee and Nipper's liyes are threatened bye 
ehinese Tong (the same one th at ceusad them t o go to St. Fr ank's in 1917 
end the Tong's venge ance is for the same reesont) 

187-189. Christmes with Handf qrth et Travis Dene. 

190-194, Edger Fent on, the popular Heed-Prefect , is saddled 
with en uncle - in the Remove t fuld wheit an uncle t Re soon earns 
the newe of "th e w,.'rst boy in the sch ool", cmd is in fact an unscrupul ous 
young bl E•ckgerd. Nephew Edgar hes e dreadful time bef ore his uncle 
is finelly expelled. 

From Page No.101. 
1932. (Contd.) 

GREYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUAL 

St.Jim's •• 
St.Jim's •• 
St. Frank' s .. 

1933: 
Grey friars .• 
Gre yfriars . • 
Greyfriars •• 

Gre yfriars •• 
Rookwood 
Rookwood •• 
St.Jim's •• 

St.Jim's 
St.Jim's 

. . .. 

Making Game of Guaay 
The Third Form Crusoes • • 
Rivals of St . Frank's 

. . 

. . 
. . . . . . • • . . 

Coker' s Capture . • • • . • • • 
Coker's Great Game. •• •• •• 
Saved from the Sea.(Reprint of .Magnet No.301 

Cast up by the Sea) • • • • • • . • 
Tom Brown's Footer Report •• •• •• •• 
Getting Their Own Back •• 
Hansom's "Twin" Brother. • • • • • • • • 
A Yankee at St.Jim's. (Reprint of Gem No,294 

Gussy's Guest) • • • • • • . . . . • • 
Lowther' s ~st Laugh • • • • • • .. . . 
Trimble Takes the Cake.. •• . . • • .. 
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Tl'\.e-eollector's Wl"-o's CUl\o 
Compiled by Herbert Leckenby 

Once again new friends from far and near are added to this 
indispensable feature. The request for occupatiens was well responded 
to, too, thus adding to its interest, for it shows illuminatingly that 
our fraternity is made up of all sorts and conditions of men (and women) 
which is just as it should be. 

As before, collectors' favourites appear in order of preference. 
Old Boys' Book Club Branches indicated thus London (L), 

Northern (N); iilidland (M); Merseyside, Liverpool (Mer.); Melbourne, 
Victoria, ~ustralia (Vic.). 

Here are the Groups. 
1. Victorian Papers. 
2. Early 20th Century. 
3. 1J.dines. 
4. Captain, Boys' Own Paper, Chuma, and similar papers. 
5. "Hamil ton" Papers . 

(a) Magnet, (b) Gem), (c) Penny Populer, 
(d) Schoolboys' Own, (e) Holiday !i.:rmual. 

6. Sexton Blake . (a) Unien Jack, (b) Sexton Blake Library, 
( c) Detective ') eekly. 

7. (e) Nelson Lee Library, (b) Monster Library. 
8. Between Two '.1Brs (Champien, Thriller, Ranger, etc.) 
9. Comics. 
10. Schoolgirls' Own Librery, School Friend, Schoolgirls' ,-!eekly, etc. 

i.iDDISON, JOHN R., 319 Long Lane , ~ast Finchley, London, N.2. (L) 
Group 5. 

~:.DLE'Y, DEREK JOHN, 19 Brai th,"ai te Gardens, Stanmore Middlesex. 
1lge 25. Groups 5 (a) (b); 7(1:1); 5(e) (d) (c); 

6 (b) (a) (c); 7(b); 2! 3 8 ; 10. 

1.iDSLLY, GORDON R. , 1 7 .bergarw Ro ad, Brynmenyn, Nr. Bridgend, G lam. 

.:,ge 29. Builder and Decorator. 
South '! t:les • 

Group 5 ( c) ( b). 
Chiefly interested in Christmas numbers Pnd Christmas series of 

the Mcignet cind Gem. Usually hc1s surplus copies of most of the popular 
papers civaileble for sale or exchange with fellow coll~ctora. 

.ll,LEJl, Ll!.Oif;JU) 1\1., 3 Montgomery Drive, Slmffield, 7. 
1;ge 46. Civil Servant. 

Groups 4; 7(a)9 2; 9; 6(a). 
Requires early comics (1910 to 1924); Cheerio; 

1915. Nelson Lees ( old series) 230, 312, 319, 357, 
and 523 • 

(N) 

Chums years 1914, 
371, 373, 374, 391, 

.:..LLISON, GER...UJ), 1 Summerfield Gardens, Bramley, Leeds. (N) 
Departmental Mem1ger. 

Groups 5(b) (a); 9. 
Librarian, Northern Sectien, o.B.B.C. Sc1ys "If you have EJny spare copies 9 

sell them to the Lib:teiry. Thanks~" 
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~ .aLLISON, "MOLLIE", 32 'i arrels Place, Bramley, Leeds , Yorkshire. (N) 
1.ge 35. Benk Clerk. 

Group 5 ( a ) ( b) ( d) ( :· ) 
~ new collector. Particular interest - Greyfriars st~riee ) 
"Vernon-Smith Seri es • " 

~ERSON, L.T., 51 Hol~e wood GBrdens, Brixton Hill, London, s. ~ .2. 
1.ge 41. .t..ssurance Representative. 

Group 5 (all). 

lillMITLGE, S. F. , The Orchard 9 Ossett, Yorkshire. 
Journalist. 

Group 5( a) (b). 

(N) 

!.UCKIJJID, CH:1.R.L'iS KENNErH, 67 Hemsworth Road, Sheffield v B. ( N) 
Groups 7 (a) (b); 5 (ell). 

Is anxious to obtain Christmas number Magnet 11::l'our From the Eest" 
and Nelson Lee Library No. 499, ''The Secret of the Panel" . 
Al.so interested in English coins and cigarette cards connected 
with boxing end cricket. 

B:JCER, /..NTHONY, Christ Church Vic arage, Barnet, Herta. 
1.ge 14. Groups 5 ( a ) (b) (d) (e); 6(b). 

BL.KER, CH.'..J1LES. 7 Marin e Te:.:-race , -fBterloo ~..,ort, Caernarvon. 

Bl.N'KS9 CYRIL, 42 
. .g e 43 • 

Groups 5(b) (a) (c) ( a ); 2; 3. 

Rose Terr ace, Calton Str eet, Hud dersfield, 
Cl erk • 

Groups 7(e); 5(e) (b) (d) (c); 7(b); 
5(e); 10 (for daughters). 

B.'..RTLETT, C. J., 20 Broomfi eld Road, Beckenham, Kent • 
. ·.ge 21. Clerk, London Tr~msport Executive. 

Grou:i; 5( a ) (b) (d) (e). 

Yorks. 

B.'iRTLETT, HENRY J. H., Pevs Hill, Shipton Gorge, Bridport. Dorset. 
;i.ge 51. · Hir e Car Proprietor. 

(N) . 

Groups 5( a ) (b) (d ) (e); 6 (all); and all others. 
·...1so int arested in f antasy fiction end would lik e to corr espond with 
ot hers on th e subj ect. 
Is under th e impr ess i on that fore period the Drea dnought was seme 
siz a as th e Boys' Fri end, bu.t cannot get confirmation. Can anyon e 
help? 
Is also a Rur a l District Councillor, Parish Councillor ·, Bollring er, 
ScoutmBster, Choir member, ,·;arden Civil Defence, and member of Toe E. 

BE.:..RDSELL, FREDERICK CLIF:FOIID, Plymstock, Ross .'i .. venue, Davenport , 
Stockport, Cheshire. (N) 

.:..ge 4a. MElster ':';indo w Cl e aner • 
. Group 5( e ) (d) (b). 

BENNEn'T, ~OND V., 64 Uud l ey Road , Ti p ton, Staffs. 
J..ge 36. Chi ef Cler k . 

Groups 5( a ); 7( e ); 5(b); 6(e). 
r articulerly int erested in Christmas :cTumbers • 
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BENTLEY, J. BREEZE, 4 Grenfell Drive, Brad:f ord, Yorkshire . ( N) 
Group 5 (a) (b) (d) 

Collection now includes 1550 Magnets, 600 Gems, 200 S.O.L's (Greyfriars, St.Jim's, Rookwo~d). 
Magnet numbers wanted . 28, 29, 35, ,,, 37, 43, 48, 49, 91, 106, 
122, 140, 149, 167, 178, 184, 212, 233, 234, 253, 254, 255, 400, 404, 419, 423, 428, 431, 437, 443. 

BLIGHT, EDIJlillD, "Sandhills", Constentine Bay, St .Merryn, Padstow, 
Cornwell. (L) .Age 51. Retired Engineer. 

Groups 3; 5(t:1) (b) (e); 6(a) (c); 7(a); 
8 (Thriller). 

Collection includes Cheer Boys Cheer, Boys' Journal, '7ild '?est, complete runs. · 
BLYTHE, ROBI!m CHi,RLF,S, 46 Carleton Iload, Holloway , London, N. 7. (L) 

l ige 38. !1.ssistant Stock-keeper. 
, Groups 7(a); 5(t:1); 6 (E.S. Brooks stories only). Is employed by oxford trniversity Press _. Is in charge of books handled on behalf of twenty .~ericen University Presses es well 

es four other learned J..ssociations. 
BOLWIT>, JOHN..\., College Historical Society, Trinity College, 

Dublin University. ( L) 1,.ge 21. Group 5(a) (b) (d) 
llso interested in "Meccano Mage!line". 

BOND, m::RB:lirRr M.l..URICE, 10 Erw -:,en, Rhiwbina, Cardiff, South ':iales. 
ll{s~ 40. Group 6 (all) 

BorTOMLEY, FRED A., 48 Downhills Park Iload, Tottenham , London, N.17. 
Age 45. Shopkeeper. 

Groups 5( a) ( d); 7( a). 
BRADSHA::l, W. H., 227 ':",est 88th Street, Los .\ngeles, Cal. U .s .A. 

Group 6 (all) 
BRliNTON, W. LTISLIE, 63 Thoresby Street, Hull. 

Commercial i:..rtist. 
Group 5(a)(e) (c). 

BRErHERTON, T. P., Heskin, Nr. Chorley, Lanes. 
Groups 2; 1 ; 9 • 

*BRIGGS, S.C. GODFREY, Public Hospital, Rotorua ? New Zealand. 
1,.ge 58. 

Groups 5 (b) (a) (c) (e); 2; 
4 (Captain, Chums) 6 (c) (b) 9 
9 (Chips). 

Collection at present very small and is anxious to increase it. Possesses B.F.L's "Shunned by the School" and "Pride of the School", also Chums, 1912-13. First edition Scouting for Boys ( 1918). · ,ould like to purchase i d. and first ld Gems, 
"Gathering of th e Clans", etc. 
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• BROMLEY, GEORGE, "Holeywell", Estoria ~venue, ~iigston Magna, 
Leicester. 

Age 31. Trade Union Officer, 
Group, 5(a). (b) (d) (e) 

Collection small but gr owing. Interested in . Greyfriars, St.Jim's 
and Rookwood. l~s a \oy first love wee Greyfriers, but as en 
adult collector sympathies . veering to st.Jim's. Considers this 
shows the St.Jim's characters ere more subtle and better portrayed, 
whilst Greyfriars ones are mainly background for "Famous Five" 
and Bunter. 

BR(J;"ill, R.'.YMOND E. , 54 Longreech Road, Liverpool, 14. ( L) (Mer.) 
lige 25. Group 5 (all); 6 (all); 8; 9. 

» BRYNE, F. G., c/o 40 '1hitebarn Lane, Dagenham, Essex. 
Age 28. Schoolmaster. 

. Group 5 (all) • 
Only been collecting a short time. Finds high prices a problem. 
Hopes collecto:rs will help by refusing to pay them, and not add 
"Your price paid" to w'3nts advertisements. 

BUBROW, RAYMOND, 1 ... ~hert Square, Yeadon, Leeds. 
1.ge 41. Grocer. 

Groups 7(e); 5(h); 8; 2. 
Wanted : Nelson Lee (old series)17, 30, .78, 107, 114. 
Gems 1023, 1024. Schoolboys' Own Library 4,120. 
Boys' Frienc . Lib.ca1:y, 514. 

C1ul>WELL, llii.YMOND L., P .O. Box 515, Lancaster, Pa, U .s .h. . 
Group l; 2; 3; 6. 

CARTER, 'ERNEST Cillill.LES, 2 Cooper Street, Kingeford 9 N~S8 ., Australia. 
i\ge 41. Cler k . 

Groups 7(e) (b); 5(a); 6 (sll); 5(b). 
Only requires Nelson Lees 1915-1917 to complete set. Can anyone 
help? Good price paid for ~ooks in good condition suitable for 
binding. 
Ia employed in Cantrel Registry; Ee,stern .l'l.rmy Command. 

C.tSE, FRANCIS, 4 Dee Str eet, Liverpool 6. 
Groups 9; 2; 5 (all). 

Hon. Sec. ·Merseyside Brench, O.B.B.C. 

CHAMBERS, 1:f. E., 83 Orme RoBd, Bangor, N .' {alee. · 
.!.ige 34. l)orter . 

Groups , li.11. 

CHECKLEY, PNI'ER J., 18 ~arleton Roa~, Coundon, Coventry. 
Age 18. Printer's Apprentice. 

Groups 8 (Bullseye, ~urprise) 
5 ( b) ( d) ( C); 6( a); 7/( 8) • 

At present on National Service. 

*** 
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CHURCHILL, CH.lillLES H., 123 Pinhow Road, Exeter • 
.'.ge 43. 1 .. ccountent. 

Groups 7 (e) (b); 6(a). 
Is particulerly in need of various Nelsun Lees (old series) 
prior to Fo.130. ,..iould ,e glad of any help. Interested eleo 
in early "Confederation" end "Spots Losely" Union Jacks. 

CHitD, 1:,... C., 64 Gil bertstone Avenue, Birmingham 26. 
H Group 7. 

CLOUGH, WILLilJ,1 / 3 Fonthill Grove, Sale, Manchester. 
Age 51. Groups 2~ 3; 6(e) ; 4 (Ca~tain); 9. 
Still very anxious to wbtein Peter Flint 1 eeries in Nugget Library, 
and Kettle & Co. series in Diamond Library. 

COATES, 'VElU., 33 Beenheim Place, Blackmen Lane, Leeds, 2. (N) 
Groups 10, 5(a); 6(a); 7(1:1). 

Particularly interested in Schoolgirls' Own Library Moroove stories, 

COU:OMBE, WILLIAM HENRY, 25b South _\.venue, Southend-on-Sea, Essex. ( L) 
'.ge 31. ,..forks Security Officer. 

Groups 6(b) (B) (c); 5( a ) (d). 
r.Tanted. Sexton Blfike Libreries by \.llen Blair and Dom,ld StuE1rt. 

COOK, JACK R., 178 MeriB Street, Benwell . H ewcas tle-on-Tyne. 
Groups 7 (B) (b); 5 (1;1) (b); 6 (e) (o). 

COOK, JAMES W., 4 SwP.riston Peth, Oxhey Estate, ··i1:1tford, Herta • 
. Age 44 • Groups 7 ; 5 ( EJ ) ( c ) · 

COOK, RONALD, 30 Lucien Ro1;1d, Tooting Bee, London, s; ,1.17. 
~-.ge 30. Civil Servent. 

Groups 5 (all); 8 (Ranger). 
Collection consists of 776 .MD6nets, 36 Gems. 62 S.O.L's, and 
3 Holidey Annuals. Requires Rangers 1 tmd 29-47. Popul ars 626~. 
Magnets 893, 896 900, 903, 906-1918, ,20-1, 923, 925-7, 929-34, 
936-44, 946-50, 952-7, 959, 960, 962-3, 965, 968-72, 974, 977, 982, 
986, 987, 990, 1152. 

CORBETT, JL..c;c, 49 Glyn Fc1rm RoE1d, Quinton, Birminghem, 32. (M) 
Group 5 (ell). 

Ch1:1irm1:1n MidlE<nd Bren ch, 0 .B .B • C • 

11 co;m, DONALD G. T., "Trivendrum", 27 LonsdF.1le \venue, .Portchester, 
FBrehem, H1:1nts. (P) 

.:..ge 31. Physicel Engineer. 
Group 5 (ell). 

Founder-Chi:tirmen of the Greyfri eirs Club 9 Portsmouth. 
Hade good collection of Magnets when he left school, but they 
disapp eeired. Seys he hes never smiled since. 
ne-st erted collecting in 1951 end at present concentrating on the 
M&511et from 1919-1940. Hes e complete coll ection of contemporery 
Hamiltonie. Reads 1:,11 he beys and does hot believe in collecting 
merely es a form of acquisition. 
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COX, EDMUND W., 29 Carisbrooke Drive, Bitterne, Southampton. (L) 

Lge 24. Groups 5(e) (b) (d) (e) (c); 9; 8; 10 9 7(a.). 

CROLLIE, RONtJ..D J., 8 Lytton Roed, Romford, Essex. 

_\ge 34. Bekery Engineer. 
Groups 5 (a) (b) ( d); 1 (a); 5( a); 6( a) ( c). ( L) 

D-~, COLIN, 209 Mile Cross Lane, Norwich, Norfolk • 

. ·,.ge 42. Electriceil Dreughtsmen. 
Groups 1 (e); 5(a) (\). 

DMm"IN, WILFRED, 76 Western Road, East Dene, Rotherham, Yorkshire. 

Gardener. 
Groups 6 ( 1;,); 8 ( Hil tons' Boys' Mega.sines) • 

DAVEY , ED'71illD JORN, 26 Bour ton Road, 01 ton, Birmingh1:1m, 27. (]If) 

}ige 49. Accountant (Export). 
Groups 5 (a); 4; 10. 

Secretary Midland Section O.B.B.C. and greatly enjoys the job. 

Regards it as e privilege end an honour. 
'.1ife and son (age 17) e lso keenly interested in the hobby. 

Db.VIES, GR:.JL:.MC., 54Newton Hoad, MUT'lbles, Swanse1:1, Glam. 

~e 33. Principal, Secret1:1riel Service. 
Groups 6 (b) ( e ) (c); 5(1:1) (b). 

DE.CillEY, JAMES C., 11 Gallymount Gc::rdens, R1;,nelegh, Dublin, Ir el1:1nd • 

.:,.ge 20. Clerk in Aer Lingus. 
Group 5 (a) ( b) • 

_·.J_so interested in "Meccano ME!gezine" but not in meccano. 

» DE SOYSA, 11.. C. H., 4 Boyd r lace, Colombo, 8eylon. 

;,.ge 35. Company Director. 
Group 5 ( B) ( e) • 

Is anx ious to buy Magnets 1md Holidey ~\nnuals from members, 

es c·ollection is cf r ecent origi!l. If exchflnge is preferred can 

send Ceylon curios. · Corr e3pe ndenc ·e invited. 

DOBSON, TOM, 16 Toven- _'.Jces _v enue, Bentleigh, Victorie, '..l.ustrelif'. 

··,.g,:1 47. I'Ublic Servant ( P .lVI.G. Dept.) 
Groups 5 ( b) (?) ( e) ( d) ( c) ; 6 ( all), 1 ( b) ( e) • 

Possesses 350 Gems, 350 Megnets , including Bob Cherry's Bflrring-Out 

series • .t.lso 40¥. Magnets, ear li est No.5. 
•/1:1nted Magnet c1nd Gem Double numbers 1:1nd eBrly Talbot stories, 

origin als. Your price peid. 

DOLPHIN, REX:, 13 
. '...ge 37. 

DRYDEN, ~1RE'E~, 

Me1:1dow ":1ay, Hyde He1:1th, 
Group 6 ( 811) • 

Box 2647 Hollywood 28, 
Group 5 (ell.). 

~ershem, Bucks. 

C1:•lifornia, U .s. '..i.. 

D0\1, JAMES ( Junr. ) , 73 King Str ee t, ' bcrd een, Scotland. 

!..ge 39. Shopk eeper. 

Group 5 (al.l); 1 ( a ) (b). 
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D01LER, HARRY, 86 Hamilton Rofld, Longsight, MPnchester 13. 
'.ge 62. Commercifll end Shorthend Teecher. 

Groups 2; 4. 
Sherlock Holmes f1m. Keen, ective cyclist find bowler, sports 
enthusiast, especially trick cycling, athletics end swinuning. 
Interested in films, steg e And Pcting in generPl. A greet lover 
of the French lengu age. 

h'Vl!IU.TT, C. A., P.O. Box 7, Brinkworth, South \ ustralie. 
:.ge 38 • F armer • 

Groups 5 ( a ) ( b ) ( d ) ; 7 ( e ) • 
Particularly requires eny runs up to 1260 of Gem end Megnet. 
~ help would re gr ee tly epprecieted. 

Pl~SH, ROBEUT, 24 English Str ee t, Longtovm , Cumberlrnd • 
.Age 51. Groups 5 ( 1:,) (b) (c) (e). 

F.tJNE, ErtIC, The Modern School, Grove Roed, Surbiton, Surrey. (L) 
Groups 5 (ell); 6; 8. 

FENlf, WILLL"J\i H., P.O.Box 127, ." .. ucklflnd, C.I., New Zel:llend. (L) 
Age 50. Groups l; ~. 

!'EN1'ELL, HUGH, 4 Dixon Ro1:,d, ~outh Norwood, London, S.E.25. 
Groups l; 2; 3 6nd 811 oth ers. 

,.-fonts "S::-,ild Boys of London"; Scoops· Fr enk Reades; F 1:1ntaey 
end Science fiction; Sh erlock Holmes and detective first 
editions; odd numbers "Skeleton Horsemen" find "Boy 'Detective". 
Unusual eooks. 

P'IA'A4/ili, HYLTON, 8 Leinster Squ1:,re 9 London, TJ.2. (L) 
L.ctor. 

Groups 7 ( 8) ( b); 5 ( e) . 

FL?NDERS, EVELYN B., Rosevi ew, Gosmore Rofld, }Tr. Hi tchin, Herts. ( L) 
Illustr etor. 

Group 5 ( b ) ( a ) ( c ) ( d ) • 

FOHD, DERE1( , 42 ',&s t Bond Str eet , Mecclesfiald, Cheshire. 
Group 6 (ell). 

Gl.JIDEB., 11ILLilJ~ HENRY, Box 6u, Trensconfl 9 Mani tobfl, Cenede. 
l...ge 54. Het1:1il Newsdeeler. 

( ) (L ' Group 5 ( 1=,); 2 Boys' Friend, etc. 
Needs only 25 MBgn ets to complete set. Vols 1-4, 14-16, 23 ~o end, 
Boys' Friend or certain numbers to compl et e these volumes. 
NBw series Greyfriars Hereld, from No.31. 

GliRIL'.TT, l..NTHONY G.'.J.IBEI'T, 275 c·h oster Ro1:,d, Little Sutton, ,-_'irrel, 
i i.gC: 30. Building Society !..ssist1:int Br Dnch Mam1ger. Lcheshire. 

Groups 5 ( a ) ( b ) ; 1. 

GE.it, JOHN 1:JILLllM, 277 Kings Rofld, Kingston-on-Thames • 
.!;ge 31. Sci 8ntific Instrument Maker. 

Groups 5 (8); 8 ( Modern Boy); 
5 (b) (e); 7 (F). 
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GILES, F. VICTOR, 6 St. PPul's Ror.d, Barking, Essex. 
Group 5. 

GODSAVE, REUBEN J .:\MES, 35 .-ioodhouee RoF.>d, Leytonstone, London 9 E.ll. (L 

.r~e 42. Commerciel Traveller. 
Groups 7 ( e) ( 'b); 5 ( P) • 

GOC~, JOl lN ':iOODWARD, Constitution Hill, Sudbury, Suffolk • 
. uge 31. Ironmonger. 

Groups 8; 6 (ell); 5 (all); 4; 3; 2 ; 9; 10; 1 • 
.Perticul srly int er ested in Sexton Bl 1:1ke stories by John Hunter. 

GOODHE..:J>, 1,. H., 50 Port er B.0E1d, Derby. ( L) 

Age 37. ":18r ehousemi n. 
Groups 5 ( e) (b) (d) ( e); 6 (all); 7 ( e). 

• OOURu.Y, NEIL CLLRRBON, 54 Grosvenor Driv a , .... ihitley Bay 9 

Northumb erland. (L) 
Age 26. :;1ectricsl Engineer. 

Groupe 5 (b) ( e ); 7 (a); 5 (d) (e) (ch 
7 (b); 6 ( ell); 10. 

During the wPr gE1ve away e l E1rge coll ection of boys' pap ers 
of the 1930's. Int er est ed in Hamilton end Brooks' school stori es. 

,[aims to get "k ey" stori es of St .Jim's ~ Gr eyfriars, Rookwood and 
8t .Fri 1nk' s • 

QiAllCER, GEORGE P.,Alex endre Roecl, P.aynter 1s Lone Ena, Redruth, Cornwell. 

Groups 3; 6 ( a ); l; 2. 
Special I/ants : .l ldine Invention Libr Pry (ld) No's 1-4, 6-10 • 
.ildine D9tective Library (2d) No's 10, 17-20. ·i.1.aine Tip-Top 

Library (ld) No's 9, 11, 25, 55 and 59. Boys' Friend (ld) 
No's 575, 577, 578, 579, 581, 597, 603 . 604 and 616. 

fJiDl(ijtY, NORMiili, 6 lVIetfi eld Croft, Herborne , BirminghE 1m, 17. 
Lge 36. .'.;.ccount ant end l~udi tor. 

Groups 4; 5 ( all); 6 ( all); 7 ( a ) (b); 
2; 3: 1; 8; 9; 10. 

GRDTITffi, IlliROLD F., 6 ,·1ells Street, Dunedin , N/ Y.I., New Zealend. 

1.ge 44. Groups 4 (Chums); 9 ; 2; 1. 
Hes now ne erly Uhums volumes Bnd on th e look-out for more. 

CtJNN, JOHN, .' .... M.H.C.I. Gunn's Guest Hous e , l Stretfi eld Squflre, 
(off She.ke sp eer e Street) Nottinghem. 

Age over 21. Guest House Proprietor. 
Groups 7 ( a.) (b); 8. 

HALL, .aLFRED L., 34 c ,mpton ~r escent, Leeds 9. 
Groups 3 ; 2 ~ 6 ( El) (b); l. 

• HALL, L...,SLIE, 32 Second _'..venue, 1:'iortley, Lee ds 12. 
Group 5 ( E1ll) • 

HtJmISON, 'UILLllii, 54 Cha~dos } .. venue, Leeds, 8 • 

. :.ge 50. 
Groups 5 ( a ) ( b) ( c) ( d) t 9. 
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• Elr11ING':7!.J, HENRY B., 32 Dicker Age Roed, :rings ton Hi J.l, Kingston--on­

El eotricel Engineer. 
Themed, SUrrey. 

Group 5 ( d) ( l'1) (b) ( e) 
Requires most S.O.L's prior to No.270, end some, mainly Frt 1nk 
n ich ards' from 207 to 409. '.1.lreedy hes the St .Franks series. 
H1:·s been re-collecting S .O.L' s for only one year. S.:,ys the 
silliest thing he ever did wes to sell ~bout 100 S.O.L's for 
25/- 10 y ePrs ago. · 

HEPBURN, JDA, 1 Sixth .~v~nue, Blyth, Northumberlend • 
...ge 47. Grocery MEneger. 

Groups 4 · 6 (b); 5 (P). 
iiESSi tfao H. (Junr.), 40 North Mississippi Idver Blvd., St .J'efil. 4; 

Miss., U .s. · .... 
Groups 3; 4~ 5 ( ell); 6 ( c:,11) ~ 7~ 8. 

(N) 

• HIGRrON, GEOHGE J., 14 Gr eyhound no, d, Kensel Green, ':"lillesden, 
London, N ."17 .10. 

!...ge 25. ~utomo~ile Engin Ger. 
Groups 5 ( e ); 7 (e). 

Coll ection consists of 200 Magn ets, Nelson Lees, end S.O.L's, 
and is growing ste adily. 

in 1946, end bec a~e First discover ed th e MPgn et in SingPpor e 
ecqu 1:inted with the Nelson Lee in 1948. 
y eer. Si:,ys h e cBnnot chose b etw een E .s. 
Sugg ests an elter f tion in C.D. - thet it 
instea d of monthly. 

Sterted coll ection l~st 
Br ooks end Cher lee H1:1mil to • 
should be published 4eily 

' 1ould lik e to hefr from E>:nyon e with spcir e copi es to sell of eny 
of th e 1:•bove. 

HOCKL1'Y, GEOFFREY '.'I., 308 Key es RoE<d, New Bri ghton, Christchurch, 
New ZeelEtnd. (L 

1...ge 51. Motor Cycle nealer. 
Groups 4 : 2. 

Requires Chums columes for yel'lrs 1893, 1902, end 1918, 
to compl et e entire run 1892-1941. 

HOMER, R:.JIBY, Yulden Farm, Heathfield, Sussex • 
. '..ge 46 • Mc<rk et GE1rd en er. 

Groups 6 ( 1:•) (b); 5 (d) (e); 6 (c) ; 9. 
HOLT, BRLN D., British Legetion ~ Hoykjavik, Icelend. 

Groups 7 ( a ); 5 (b) ( d) ( e ). 

( L) 

(L) 

• HOP1CTNS, R.'..YMOND, 129 Sh2rd eloes Road, New Cross 9 London, S.E.14. (L) 
Age 33. Customs Entry Clerk. 

Groups~ ( c:,) (b) (d) ( e ) (c). 
Coll ~ction ~t pr esent very smell consisting of 16 Magn ets, 10 Gemi 
and 3 Popul1:rs , mostly obt flined et meetings of O.B.B .C. HE•s also 
9 Holiday Lnnu ~ls which he wes ailowed to keep when ell his old 
w~~kli es wer e disposed of wh0n 16. Came into contact with O.B.B.C. 
vi e Fr1:·nk Rich ards' L.utobiogrAphy end enquiries for the Coll€.ctors' 
Di ,~est 1.md Story Pep er Collector from 3kiltona. j 
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HOPPE.RTON, TOM, Courtlends, Fulford Road, Scerborough, Yorkshire. (N) 
.fige 45. Group 5 (e) (b) (d) (c); 1. 
.\bove fevourites, but interested in fill groups. 

HORTON, WILLIAM, 4 MF.Jrton Roed, ·Huyton, Liv erpool. (Mer. 
Groups 5 (e); 7 (a); 4 (Chums). 

Librerien to Merseyside Q .• B .B .c. 
HUBBARD, EHNEST .A.LEX!i.lIDER, 5 South View Crescent, Sheffield 7. ( N) 

.~e 46. Groups 5 (ell); 7 (E') (b); 9i 2; 6 (e). 

• HUGHES, ·(Rev.) Jl.,.CK SID:.JlWOOD, 184 Riverview Drive, Chelmer, s.w., 
Minister of Religinn. Brisbene, ~ueensl~nd,..\Uetra ia. 

Groups 5 ( a ) (•); 7 (a); 5 (d) (e); 7 (b). 
Begen collecting Gems whilst et acho~l, but Magnets only in leter 
yeers. Possesses 59t) Gems, 430 Megnets, 250 S.0.L's, 670 Nelson 
Lees. Eeger to obtflin Megnets yeers 1930-31. 

HUMPHRIES, I<ENNErH, 61 Long Hill Rise, Huclrnell f Notts. 
· Groups 5 ( flll); 7. · 

HUMPHREYS, BRIC, "OEkdene:r, Bort Lane, Higher Irlam, Nr.Manchester. (N) 
Lge 38. Leboratory h ssistent. 

Group 5 (all). 
Collection now consists of 220 Magnets, 50 S.O.L 1s (ell Greyfriars) 
3 Holidey AnnuPls, ell Skilton, Mflndeville end Goldh Pwk books. 
Known the C.D. three yerrs end thinks it gets better every month. 
Is enxious to o\tflin the CPvendele ti.bbey aeries in the Magnet, 
elso Mebnet No.1186. 

HUl~ERz J .v .D.STEf11illT, 4 Lulworth Uoad, Mottinghem, London, S.E.9 • 
. 'i.ge 53. Groups 1; 3; 2. 

HUNTER, RON!:J.J) H., c/o lloye.l Mail .1..genciea (Brazil) Ltd., '..venidf' Rio 
Brenco, 51/55 Rio de J i:•neiro, Brezil 9 S .~.meriofl. 

-~e 39. Group 5 (ell). 

lrtlRRELL, J.,liVTu.S ~1., "Glenisle", 10 Ilfrecombe G1:1rdens, Chedwell Heeth, 
nomford, Essex. (L) 

l..8e 42. 11rogress Clerk. 
Groups 7 (1:1); 5 ( e ) (c) (e) (b) (d); 6 (ell). 

IMPSON, ST.~LEY .'..1..9 Stenfi eld, 19 Jerningh r.•m RoE•d, New Costessey, 
Norwich, Norfolk. 

. ~e 55. Upholsterer • 
Groups 5 ( e ) ( :b) (eh 4; 5 ( d) ~ 7 (fl); 2 2 

6 ( b) ( C ) ; 7 ( b); 8; 1 ~ 9; 10 • 

• INGRAM, ARrHUR JOHN, 97 Tettenhell ~loed, ·:,ol verhE'mpton. 
!.ige 40 odd. Schoolmester. 

(M) 

Groups 4; 6 (ell) • 
Member of MidlFnd O.B.B.C. vnd thoroughly enjoys monthly meetings 

. et Birminghem. 

IR.:JDI, J.MES C., 28-13 33rd Street, Asto:J:'ie, Long Islrnd, New York, 
u.s. 1 ... , (1) 

.tge 45. Group 5 (ell) . 
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J .tMISOU, 1:-lILLU:.M, Lisnecr ee, Co. Down, N. Irel and. 
Gt:,rdener. Group 5 ( 1:1) ( c) • 

JluIDINE, WILLI.f!iM "'ALTER, 52 Kipling 1;.venue, ':-ioodingdeEm , Brighton, 
Sessex. ( 1 ) 

1.;.ge 37. Engin eering SE!les Correspondent. 
Groups 5 ( ell); 7 ( e) ( b); 
6 ( 1:,11 . especi 1:11ly stories by Gwyn ::Tiv"flns. 

Is gredually buildin g up 1:1 sma ll collection, concentr eting mainly 
on period 1920 to 1933. Pe rticulE'r "wFnts" er e The Bunter Court 
series , "Cc:pt e in of Greyfriers" series ("Doth M1:1gnet 1925) E'nd the 
"Hollywood" s eries (ME•gn et 1929). 

• JENKINS, G'ER.t.IJ), 7 Cee derwen Ro1:1d, .... iest ernmoor, tTeeth, Glemorgen. (1) 
!i.ge 29. Locc:11 Government Officer ( Clericfll). 

Group 5 ( e ) ( b ) ( c ) ( d ) • 
":{e1s fl r eed er of the "Magnet" during th e lei st four yeElrs of his schoc 1-
life ~nd eccumul ated mint copi es over th et p eriod. In r fit of 
generosity gev e th em ewey to e fri end younger then himself. .'.i.S the 
ye1:1rs pessed hed P c er+.~in nostelgiP for the old paper. CPme Pcrose 
fl letter 1:1bout · it in "News Chronicle" Dec.14, 1951. .'..s El r esult WN 
put in touch with London O .B .B .c. H1:•s E' greet 1:1dmiretion for 
Frill1k Rich erds. 

JTuNCNS, ROO.SR MICilliEL, 11Str f1thmore," 3 Town HFill RoEld, HevE1nt, Rents • 
. '..ge 27. Civil Serv l"nt (L egrl Br Pnch.) (L) 

Group 5 ( P) ( d) ( b) ( c) ( d) • 

JErES, JAMES .' ... , 108 t..,dn ett Str ae t, North 8mpton. 
1,ge 56. Group 2. 

JONES, S F., High School, I'e nri th, New South '"Teles, :..ustrali a . 
Group 5 ( b) ( e ) • 

• JOHNSON, M.'..RCUS, 164 ·,mes bury _'.venue Str aflthem Hill, London, S .,r .2 • 
. '..ge 45. l .. ccount f'nt. 

Groups 8 (Boys' Fri end); 7 ( a ); 5 ( 1:1) (b) ( e ). 
Hes only just st art ed coll ecting. •fould be ple esed to heer of eny 
copi es of Boys' Fri end, Nelson Lee, Megn et end Gem for sal e . 
(1915 onwElrde). 

JONES, R...\YMOND, "Melros e", 39 Mill Hill Ro1:td, Cowes Isle of '7ight. 
Age 23. Shop Menl:'ger. 

Group 5 ( 1:1) ( d) ( b) ( c). 

KEELING, FRANK, 107 Dolphins Roed, Folkes ton e , Kent. ( L) 
.·..ge 45. Electric Instrum ent MPker. 

Groups 7 ( e ); 10 ; 5 ( e ). 
tu so int er est ed in obt c1ining copi es of "Motor Cycling" or 11:rtotor 
Cycle" of y e1:1rs 1928-1936. 

i<EISHN.'i, L. G., 41 Sel by . .:i.v enue, South Shore Bl 3ckpool. 
Group 5 ( F). 

KIRBY, GORDON J. , c/ o Public Library, Swenston Str ee t 9 Melbourne, 
Victori c:1, .'\.ustr01i e . (Vic • ) 

Groups 5 ( e ll); 10. 
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KNASTER9 R. M. J., 4 Elm Pl eco, Onslow GE1rd ens, London, S ;;1. 7. 
Group 5 (a) 

KNIGHr, ST!.NLEY, 50 Browning Street, Bradford, Yorks. (N) 
Group 5 (all). 

KNCY!'l', FR..i\NK L., 62 Britannia Str eet, Petone, New Zealand. 
Group 5. 

KUTNER. ~URICE, 4 New North Place, Scrutton Str eet 9 Finsbury, London, 
.\ge 45. '.IOOd Carver. E.C.2. (1) 

Group 5 ( b) (a) ( c) • 
Coll ection now consists of 470 Gems9 360 Hegncts, 80 Pelley' Populars • 
. '.nxious to obtain Magnets 462-4, 476, 498, 500-03 , 505 9 508, 522-3, 
530-4 , 536-7, 540-2, 546. 
Int er ested in th e illustratoro, particularly 'Jarwick Reynolds. 

IJ'1IDY, ERIC H., 4 Nuneaton Road, Dagenham, Ess ex. 
Age . 49. Commerci al Traveller. 

Groups 3; l ~ 2. 
Required Al.dine Robin Hoods, ( original 1901), J 1rnk Shepparde. 

L.AWr..SON, 1,RTHUR '.I ., 13 Charles Square, Roxton, N .1. 
Groups l; 2. ( L) 

Requires cert E'in volumes of "Bow Bells"; "JJiamily Herald" ; "Boys of 
Engl1md" ; "Boys' Comic Journal" ; "Young Men of Great Britain"; 
"London Reader" , "London Journal"; "Young Ladies' Journal". 

List on application. 

IECXENBY, HERBIBT, Tel ephone Exchenge , c/o Central Registry, Northern 
Command, York. (1 : N) 

Age 62. Supcrvisox lVIili tary Tel ephone Exchange . 
Groups ; .t...11, pert fouleirly l; 2~ 3. 

W.w!S, lVJERVYN D., 10 Dudl ey Road, Folkes ton, Kent • ( N) 
1.ge 30. Group 5 (a). 

11 LOFTS, WILLIAM: o. G., 42 Ashbrid ge Str eet, St .Meryl ebone, London., N.1:1.0~ 

L,ge 29. Engin eering (c arburett er Ass embling.) 
Groups 6 ( b); 5 ( a ) ( d). ( L) 

Not an actu al coll ector. Lik es to r ead t he books end pass them on. 
Has r ead over 1000 S .B.L•s , 1st, 2nd & 3rd Seri es. ~JlXious to 
obt ain S .B. lilllluels ~eny y ears). 
Sports enthusiast ; footb ell, crick et, boxing, wrestling, speedway, 
athl etics, etc. 

MACHIN, HUBErrT, 38 St. Thomas hoed, Moor Park , Pr eston, Lencs. 
Group 5 ( 1:1). 

McC . .\BE, ROBERT J.~.CRSOlif9 74 Li.nn Str eet, Dundee , ~\n gus, Scothnd • 
. '..ge 34 . RIJ;ed Meker. 

Groups 5 (ell); 6 (b); 3. 

Still on th e look-out for Biggl es stori es in the 
Boys' Fri 6nd Libr1:1ry. 

----------- (126) 



McGJ.RVA, R •. ANTHONY, 220 Sissons Road, Leeds 10. (L) 

_".ge 29. Salesmen (Shoes) 
Groups - .!ul. 

l.nxious to obteiin early Schoolboy :mnuals of woekly and monthly 
papers. lso G. A. Henty hooks, or articles written by him. 
Thanks all members who have ~Titten to him. 

M.cKIM, 'IJ!I LI.'.JVI, Coxwold, York. 
Medicel Prectitioner. 

Groups l; 2; 3 4. 

Mc~ON, 'f,., 
:,.ge 36. 

60 Benedict Street, Gleston1ury, Somerset. 
Groups 1 ( a ) ( b); 5 ( a) ( d) • 

McROEERTS, G:I!:ORGE, 31 !..rdenlee Drive, Cregegh, Belfi: •st • 
.:.ge 5c. Groups 5 (a) (b) (c) ( e ); 1 (a). 

x Ml\GOVENY, EDrrH, 65 Bentham Street, Belfast, Northern Ireland, 
jge 43. Groups 5 (a) ( c) ( d) ( e); 7 (a) (b). 
HEls a collection of ebout 60 MBgnets find 15 S.O.L's (Greyfriars) 
and would lik e to get more at reasonable prices. 

14.UlTIN, Bill, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge Park, London, N.'7.10. 
Di:iiryman. 

Groups 5 (all); 6 (all). 
Requir es AJ.dine Jack Sheppard ~ib. 5, ,, 1, 10 9 and 11. 

MA!HESON ALIX S., 11 _' ... ck~r gill Street, '"lick, Caithness, Scotlend. (L) 

/:.ge 21. Groups 5 ( b) ( d); 8; 5 (a). 

Mm'HE'.7S, CH.CffiLES R'. ... CE THORSON, 8 Barnett Str eet, Hampton , S. 7, Victoria, 
_l,ustralii: 1 • (L., Vic.) 

_ige 17. Groups 1 (a); 6 (b); 5 ( a ) (c). 

MELL, GEORGE, 4 Milbank Crescent, Darlington, Co.Durham. 
! :.ge 44, Lo~~l Government Officer and Free Lance Journalist. 

Groups~; 5 (ell). 
lifter coll ecting one year hes 100 Magnets, 5 Holid ey _'\nnuals, vol. 
of Boys' Friend , 5 vols. Chums. Yrnnts more M1:1gnets 1:•nd Holiday 
.tinnuc1ls. 

MELLOR, P:En'2R LODGE, 19 Collingwood Driv e , Gr&at Berr, Birmingham. 22a. 
~e 30 Machine Tool Fitter (Skill ed). 

Groups 5 ( i=• 11 ) ; 6 ( a 11 ) ; 1 ; 2 ; ~ ; 1 ( fl ) ( b ) • 
Hon. Sec. Companion Papers Asa:>c. Birmingham. 

MERB.l.LIS, JAMES DON.L.LD, 13e, Campbell Road, Belwyn, ~.e, Melbourne, 
Victorifl, .'...ustralia. (Vic.) 

1:.ge 16. Schoolboy. 
Groups 6 (ell); 5 (ell). 

Hi=:s bE:en pessing through F.t very importent year et school, 

and hasn't ht1d aacmuch time to devvte to th e hobby es he:: 
would have liked. r;ishes to e;i_pologise to those who h?ve 
written to him flnd had no reply. . Hopes to have more time 
in 1953. 
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MURTMH, J. R., 509 Selw ood Rol'ld, Heistings, New Zeeland. 
J:,ge 39. Theetricel Enterteiner. 

Groups 7 (8) (b); 5 (d); 6 (e); 5 (e); 
6 (b); , (e)·(c) (b); 6 (c). 

~ ented Nelson Lee Librery (old series) No's 1, 4, 69 19 11, 12, 14, 
15 9 16, 17, 22, 27, 30, 31, 34, 40 9 42, 46, 49, 50, 51, 52, 59, 60, 
62, 64-69, 71, 72, 73 , 75, 76, 78, 82, 84, 80, 88, 92, 102 , 103. 
S.O.L's 27, 212. Cesh, or heve hundreds of eerly Lees end Blakes 
in exchenge for ebove. 

NICHOLIS, Roneld Alick, The Grey House, -,nitchurch, Bristol 4. (L) 
~e 38. Groups 5 (a) (b) (c); 6 ( a )l 8 (Thriller); 4. 
':-tishes to obtf'in MPgn ets from 1924 to end in good condition. 
Also Union Jecks 1925-1933. Letters welcome. 

OBR, "ii . S., 3 Hertfi eld Terrecl.3, Dumbarton, Scotl and. 
J..ge 50. . Groupe 5 (c1) (h) (c); 6 (0); 

2; A (Boys Friend) . 

P.u.CKMAN, JOSEPHINE 27 .\rchd Eile Road, East Dul wich , London, S.E.22. (L) 
Civil E'.8rvent • 

Groups 5 (b); 6 (8) (b). 
R~quires certein numbers Union J ack to compl ete run. 

PA.CKMA.N, LEON~, 27 .'..rchd a le Ro1::•d, E~1st Dul wi ch, London, S.E.22. (L) 
lige 47. Civil Servant ( t st ebljs hed). 

!Jroups 5 (b); 6 (b); 7 (P); 6 ( e_); 
10; 5 ( 8) ( C); 1; 2 ~ 9, 

Urgently seeking Union J8cks No's 896 ~nd 1153 for wife to 
compl ete e run of nin e y ears. 

· PAGE, VINCENT 1 ... , The Mode rn School, Grove Rof'd, Surbiton, Surrey. (L) 
~l\ge 17. Gr oups 5 (all); 6 (b). 

Pl.RI<S, JOSEPH, 2 Irvin ·:lvenu e , Sel tburn-by-S ee, Yorkshire. 
Jige 60. Mc0 st (:;r Printer. . . 

Groups 2 1 ~ 3; 5 ( e ); 6 "('o). 

P~, C, J.,'\MES, 99 Comnton Buildi~s , G9swell Road, London, E.C.l. (L) 
Groups 1 ( c ) (bJ; 5 ~f'll); 8 (Thriller). 

FIC~, ROB::..RT, 3 Ston eget e Grov e , Lee ds 7, Yorkshire. (N) 
, b.ge 53, .Mc•st er Tflilor. . 

Gr oups 5 . ( b) ( a ) ( d ) ( c ) ( e ). 

POUND, Rev A.. G., St. · Pl·ul' s Vic 1::1reg e , 68 Finn emor~ Rofld, Birminghf'm 9, 
Ag e 50. Minist er of Reli gion. 

Gr oups 5 ( 8) (:,) ( e) ( d); l; 2. 

PRICE, H. C. NORTON, 22 Northdown Roed, lVIarg f't e , Kent. (L) 
Group 6 ("~), 

Al so collects ~oys Fri end 3d. end 4d. Libr eri es . end h es e 
consider r ble number of them. _\lwrys gl r d to he 8r of 8"!zy for B8le . 

PRIME, BERN.'Jill, 43 HE·yf ie ld Ro8d, Senderst eed, Surrey. ( L) 
Group 5 ( e) ( b) • 
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x QUENSIER, ARTHUR J., 16 Soho Hill , Handsworth, Birmingham • 
. t.ge 29. Skilled Machine Tool Fitter. 

Groups 5 (a) ( b) ( e); 6 (all) • 
\ t present possesses small coll ectien consisting of 18 Gems, 
11 Magnets, 20 Dixon Hawkes tmd 152 Sexton Blakes. ,.iants Holidey 
.:.nnuals 1921 and 1924 in good condition. Is CheirmBn and joint 
Founder of the Companion rap ers !i.Ssociation, also Treasurer of 
Birmingham- ~ust ralian-British Cobbers Club. Is very interested in 
.~ustralia, and would like to hear from our hobby enthusiasts there. 

JI R.hl'lSOM, G. H., 207 Basingstoke Road, Reeding, Berks. 
l.,ge 49. Groups 5 (a) (b); 6 (a); 7 (a). 
Has be en inter ested in old boys' books since eight years of age. 
Like mEiny oth Grs got rid of a huge quantity years ago, but has now 
a total of over 700 aga:in. 

R'..YNER. 1J . J., !..lbion, Clarence Road, Sudbury . Suffolk. 
General Manager, CinP.ma Company. 

Group 5 (all). 
RENEN, CH.'..RLES GER..:.RD van, P.O. Box 50 Uitenhage , Cape ~rovinoe, 

South .'.i.frica. 
lifs e 40. Bank Official. 

Group 5 ( e )r ( 1) ( c). 
To complet e series ur gently r 8quires Magnets 795-799 811 , 812, se1. 
882, 906, 907, 925, 1219, 1381, 1385, 1256, 1400, 1422. Can offer a wide veri ety 1916/1940 in exchange. 

RHODES, 1 WRIGHT,H3gional Int elligence Officer , c/ o Rhine Centre, 
Dusseldorf, B.~ .O.R.4. 

Group 5 ( a) ( 1) • 
RICH'JIDSON, .!illTHUR, 49 J ... shburnham Mansions, Chelsee, London,S. -'\..10. (L 

Groupr 2 · 1 3. 
HOUSE, RON"..LD E. J., 3 St .Leonards Terrace, Gas Hill, Norwich, Norfolk • 

. ~e 30. Groups 6 (b) (a); 7 (a.1915-18); 1 , 2 ~ 
8 (various Libraries); 6 (c); 
5 (c. 1st seri es only); 4 (c ertain s erjes) Possess es an enviable coll ection of No.l's , too numerous to give in 

det Bil. 
x RUSSELL, BERYL, 11 Mal thous e Lane , ,-iashwood Heath, Birminghem A. 

":.ge 25. Dep1:,rtment8l Manageress. 
Grouµs 5 (a) ( e) (d) (b) (c); 7 (a) (b). (M) Collection consists of 100 S.0.L's, 120 Magnets and 120 Gems, ·tr. including No.l Penny s eries. In addition hBs 8 complete set of 

Monst er Libreries, five HolidE1y '..nnuals, all th e Bunter , Tom Merry 
and Gold Hawke books, also a f ew copi es of the Dr0Bdnought , re nny 
Popular, Greyfric1rs Hereld, Nel son LP.es and School 1!'riends. 

S ... TCHELL, T., 84 .fi.nkerdin e Cresc ent , ·.ool wich, London, S.E.18. '..ge 49. Butcher's Menager. 
Group 5 ( c ) ( b) • 

Particul arly int er 8sted in th e eerly "Toff" sGries and would like 
to obtein th dse by WBY of exchan ge . 

(129) 



SH.'.RP:C, H(r.f.tillD, c/ o G .I' .o. Box i 4339, Molbourne, ·.ustralie. 
Group 5 (a) (a) • 

J\lriin int erest Gr eyfriers, but k '"'en to ecquire c11l S.O.L's • 
..:'.J.so Captain Justice B.F.L's. 

SH.'..:., , JOHN R., 4 Brunswick Perk, Camberwell, London, S. ~ .5. 
~'.ge 34. Groups 5 ( 8) (b) (e); 6 (a) (b); 7 ( a ). 

Miweys int er ~sted in f11l p eriods of Cha rl es Hamilton's work . 
Esp eci ally r equires c ertein "Plucks" conteining Circus stori es by 
Herry Dorri an , deted 1909-10. 

SHEI'illJID, J l!.MES., 43 Stfltion Road, J:(..illc •marsh, Nr. Sheffi eld, 
Group 5 ( b) ( a ) • 

PE,rticularly int 1:;r 1:1sted in early issu es. 

SID!l:.v.tY (Mrs.), The Ris e , 84 ':lenal Roc1d, Rhiwbine, CBrdiff. 
Group 5 (b) (c1). 

S]J)EBOTTOM, HERBill T G., 79 J[eEtdingl ey ,\venu E., Lee ds, Yorks. 
Group 5 ( E1) 

( L) 

SMITH, CLIFFOHD, 5 Sharm an . .:...v enu e , St. 'i.nnes, Lencs. (.-r) 
.'..ge 35. Local Governm ent Offic er. 

Group 5 (a) ( d ) ( b) ( o ) ( c). 
Is desp erE,t e ly anxious to obtAin Megn ets Nos. 1099, 1189, 1202, 1206, 
1207, in ord er to complete collection. 

JI S!,~H. DER'!DK., 14 Cr escent Lan e , Cl aph em T'c1rk , London, S : ·r .4 . 
Group 5. 

SlVIITH, NORJI/Llli J,, 34 "Te:incliff 8 Mount, Bee s ton, Lee ds 11. 
Office ME,nager. 

(N) .-

Group 5 ( a ) ( d) ( b) ( o) . 
Se cr ehiry North ern Section, 0-.B .B .C. 

SMITH, JOS:8PH., 36 Lm ghc•rn Road, N&wcastl e-on-Tyn e: 5. 
Group 5 ( a ) (b) ( d) ( e ). 

S V'.i.ITH, PWCY. , The Stores, Mumby, Nr • ..:'.J.f ord, Lines • 
. '..ge 51. Groups 3; 2 · 5 ( b) ; 7 ; 5 ( c). 

SMYTH, SIDNE.'Y, 1 Br Etndon Str ee t, Clov elly, 1'' .s .·i., Austrc11i E1. 
Silk Scr een .1\ rtist. 

Groups 5 ( c1) ( b) ; 7 ( a) . 

SNELL, FR ..NK, Rathg1:1r, 6 Chings well Str ee t, Bid eford, Devon. 
Group 5 ( e 11 ) • 

SOUTHW,'...Y., . _'JtTHUR JJ.JIIES, P .O. Box 3, BeE,consfi eld, CPpe Pr ovinc e , 
South 'ct'ric e.. (L) (N). 

Groups (ell). 

ST!JiLES., ~ Y, 44 H~wes Roc1d, Littl ~ Horton, Br adford, Yorkshire. (N) 
.'...ge 65. .Print er's Cutter. 

Grou u s 4~ l · 2 ~ 3; 8 : 9; 7 (b) ; 5(d). 
Still wentin g .\ldin e First Rat e Dea dwood Dic k , 0utl aw, r e~rints; 
No.416, DeDdwood Dic k in Dang er; 464 , DeEtdwood Dick in Dead City. 
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JE ST-CE.'Y, n_wm. , "The Bee ches" , Southend Road, iickf ord, Essex. 
~'..ge 23. Cl erk. 

Groups 5 (e) (d) (c) (b) (a). 
Only r ec ently stP r ted collecting and welcomes advice end assistE1nce. 

STEVE'NS, SHEIL!~., 783 Rethdown Str ee t, North Carlton, N.4. Melbourne, 
Victorifl, .. '.l.ustrelia. (Vic. 

Groups 5 ( cill ), 10; 4; 7( a ) (b) ; 8; 2; l; 3~ 6 (ell • . '...ge 38. 

STE,'1:-fhltT, AL..i\l'f., 290 1..rchd ale Rocid, London, N .6 • (L) 
.:.\ge 42. Dt=ince Musicien. 

Groups 7 ( a ) ; 5 ( a ) ( b ) • 
Coll ection now consists of 542 Magnets (lest ten y ea rs) , over 400 Gems 
and n eE1rly 8 compl ete set of Nelson Lees. 

STONE, LEON, Elgin Str ee t, Gordon, N.S.•l. :lustrelia. 
Journelist. 

Groups 4 5 (alJ). 

STOREY, R., 4 Byron Str ee t, Shieldfield, Newcestle-on-Tyne, 2. 
Groups l; 2; 6 (e). 

Particularly inter ested in B§ys' Friend , Merv el, Bi g Budget and J)luck. 

STRYPE, TOM, 21 Cenn Hc:11 Rocid. Leytonstone, London, E.ll. (L) 

7 

) 

Corrector of the Jlress. ( J 
Groups 2 1 3 ; 4 ; 1. 

Requires Tru e Blues id. imd ld. 

STmIDY, F., 8 ~lE•tson Str ee t Middl esbr ough, Yorkshire. 
Group 5 ( e 11) • 

11 SUTCLIFFE, HE:PBERT J}JV!ES, "Borr mvdal e", Pound LE•n e , Bowers Gifford, 

.\g e 34. 
n ear J'its ee , Essex. 

i:rer chous cmBn , Builder's 
Groups 7 (c1) (b); 5 ( a ) (b) (d) (c); 

6 ( D) (c) (b); 5 ( e ). 

( L) 

Declares h e is very definit ely e Brooks enthusiast. Hes 8lmost 600 
Nels on Lee LibrPries and e compl ete set of Monst er Libr Bries ~ In 
eddition a go9d es sortm ent of Brooks' stories in S.O.L8s, S.B.L's, . 
B.F.L's, Nugget Lib. t=.nd Union Jeck. Says th c1t a lthough he puts 
lfolson L(,e first, he cPn th oroughly enjoy e Mc?gnet or Gem story. 
Only other hobby is cycling. J\.v,,u 1ges Flbout 6000 miles f1 y ea r. 

SUTHERL!\ND, PE..\RD, 3930 ':1. 35th _\.v enu e, Vaijcouver 13, B.C. CPnc<>de • 
.tige 50. f.ssistEint Public Relations Mam1ger ,British Columbia 

Tel ephone Compimy, 1;,nd Editor of Magazin e, "Teie phone 
Telkt'. Groups 5 (b); 4; 5 ( e ) (c); 6 ( a ). 

Ha s compldie coll t:1ction of Chums exc ept fiv e volum es. Can Elny coll ecto 
help: Missing ere Vol.l (1893; Vol.3 (1875); Vol. 4 (1896) ; Vol 5 (189 ) 
~nd Vol.8 (1898). 

$'; 1..:.N, JAMES R., 3 Fifth ..:' ... v enue, Pf1ddington, London, '.i .10. (L) 
.Age 36. Ele ctric 1,rc ':'lelder. 

Groups 5 (1;·) (b); 7 ( ci); 4 8; 6 ( El) (b); 2. 
Durin g th e pBst year h a s add1..:d over 1100 p Dp ers to his coll ection, 
composed of sc ores of publications dating be ck to the b eg inning of 

the century. In all hes c1 collection of over 2000. · , _________ __ (131) 



T:.YLOR, ru..YMOND, 22 .t>embroke 1...venue, Ettingshell, 1:iolverhempton • 
. :..ge 63. Groups l; 2. 

Still E:n:xious to obtein Henderson's "Young Folk ' s Budget", Nuggets, 
E>nd verieties. 

THURBON, WILLil.Jv1 THOM!.S, 47 Cromwell Roed, Cembridge. 
_..ge 49. Clerk (College). 

Groups 2 (11ervel); 6 (e) Lobengu stories only); 4. 
Speci ~l needs ; ld. Mer-,els 13, 23, 134, 135, 141, 215 , 239, 241, 243, 
278, 279, 280, ld. Unien JE1ck. 171, 201, 244. 
ld. Popular (1st series) Nos. 39 to 49. , 

'I"'{INH'..M, HORACE E., 25 HE·selden n oad, Lupset, ,,./ekefield, Yorks.hire. (N) 
.:..ge 44. ,.,indow C lerner , 

Groups 5 (e) (b) (e) (c) (d); 6 (e) (bh 9. 
•fould like to obtrin Megnets, Gems, Holidc ·y .:.nnuals, S .o .L' e, 
Union Jrc'ts, S .B .Lfi, Comics. 1.J.so collects footb f'll progr fl'llllles. 

VENND\IIORE, CiwRLES E. F., 25 Byron .'..I.venue, "lest Hounslo w, Middlesex. 
Still possesses fl 1ig proporti("ln of his f ::nnous collection of 
e•dul t end boys' weeklies in mint condition. 

W .. '.,.INE, GRf.NVILLET., 6 Burnh EimRofld, ·, estcot, Nr. r..ylesbury Bucks. 
'...ge 49. Groups 5; 6. 7; 8. 
Perticulerly interested in Double Numbers. 

11!.LKER, PETIB 11.., Chelse e House, 1:lick, Bristol. 
Groups 5 (b) (c); 7 ( a ) ; 4 ; 5 (d) (e). 

Wlu.LIS ~ CLIFFORD, 64 0Eikwood Pflrk Road, Southg Pte, London, N .14. ( L) 
.lge 32. Civil Servent. 

Groups 5 ( c1) (b); 8; 7 ( c1); 6 ( ell); 5 (c); 
9; 5 ( d) ( e); 10 . 1 ; 2 ~ 3 ~ 4. 

WI.I.SH, JAMES, 345 St en l ey Rofld, Kirkd e-le, Liverpool. (Mer • 
• '..ge 43 • Group 5 ( e) ( b) ( c) ( d) . 

Wl..RREN, PHILIP - 3 lJ ewton Road, Urmston, Len cs • 
Group 5. 

WEBB, WALTER, 84 Pe rk Road, Spflrkhill, Birmingh em, 11. 
1~e 43. Group 6 ( c1) ( \) • 

WEBSTER, DONlJ:1) B., •Yater loo House, 7 Crosby Road South , Liverpool 22. 
Lge 47 Civil Servant. (Mer.L. N ) 

Groups 5 ( a ) (h) (d) (c); 7 ( e ); 6 ( a ); 4. 
Chairm en e1nd Founder of Merseyside Section O .B .B .c. Desirous of 
obteining Megnet No .223 e1nd B .F .L. 3d Lib. "Through Thick end Thin". 
Prefers the Gem but E• strong Bdmirer of Fr enk Nugent. 

ivEBSTER, PETER, 'IJeterloo House 7 Crosby Ilo8d,South, Liverpool,22. (Mer. 
1,ge 11. 

Youngster member of the hobby circle. Prefers the old Hamilton bo~ks 
to Modern liter vture. Collector of Holid ey '..nnu8ls Pnd 8lreedy 
h as six. 
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WHITER, BENJAMIN G., 706 Lordship Lane, ,,food Green, London, N.22. (L) 
.tge 47. 1!lerehousem1m. 

Groups 5 ( ~11); 6 (e) (b); 7 (a) ; 
4; e; 9: 10; 3. 

SecretE 1ry of London Club for four ye ars and hes correspondents 
in meny p,:irts of British Commonwefll th. 

WHITER, ROBERT H., 706 Lordship Lime, 1100d Green, London, lif.22. (L) 
',.ge 28. Cycle Derler. 

Group 5 (ell); 8; 4. 
WHITMORE, L".N, 3 South Bank Lodge , Surbiton, Surrey. (L) 

.::,ge 18. B1mk Clerk. 
Groups 5 ( a ) (b) ( d) ( c) ( e). 

1i,ICKS, D01'L...LD F., 13 Essex Il.0E1d, Surrey Hills ,E .10 , Victoria, _\ustrelie. 
·'..ge 30. Groups 5 ( c1ll); 7 (e) (b); (Vic.) 

8 ; 6 ( 811). 

~IILLErT, E. P .K., Church Cott c1ge, Lelehcm-om-Thames, Nr.St aines, Middlesex 
Groups 6 (ell); 6; 7. (L 

WHOif."/ELL, RICIDRD, 29 _\spinden Rmid, Rotherhi the, London , S .E.16. 
bge 54. Groups 5 (ell); 4; ·~; 6 (ell). 

WINDOVER, EILEEN I. M., 55 :..vond1:1le Road, Gorleston-on-Sea 1 Norfolk. ( L 
Group 10. 

iraLLIAMSON, VlILLI'.;\II L..'....1:'1TIENCE, 410 01:1kwoed Lene, Roundhfly, Leeds 8. ( 1'l) 
. ..ge 51. 1:ic,rehousem c1n. 

Groups 5 ( 1:111); 6 ( e ); 2; 4. 
Decl E,res has mnde meny friends through the hobby. .,..rel comes 
corres ry..>ndence from home end flbrofld. Is f'lso interested in 
newsp epers end m1:1gf'zines from overse es. 

WILLISON, FR '..NKli.., 6 Meredith Street, Cr edl ey Heeth, St c1ff. ( !If) 
.!...ge 51. I)rogress Chaser, Engineering. 

Groups 6 (b) ( c1); 5 ( c:,) (b) (c); 
7 ( fl); 9 (Hendersons). 

Required . Boys' .Friend Libr c:,ries by Sidney Dre w, Cecil m,yter end 
Mexwell Scott. L.lso inteiested in Henderson's Comics end Jesters 
1910-14. Collection now nbout 650. 

1:lILSON, ROBERT, 100 Broomfi e ld l10E1d, Gl asgow, N • 
.",.ge 50 +. Medic al }'r!"cti tioner. 

Groups 5 ( a ) ( b) ( d) ( e) ( c); 6 ( c1). 
Collection to d~te : 1100 Megnets, 650 Gems, 310 S.O.L's, Complete 
Monster Librc,ry , ..'...11 Holid ey l..nnu 1:,ls, 100 l' opulers , 300 Union Jecks, 
205 Boys' Friend Librf\rj:es, 100 Thrillers (No.51 (1930) still missing) 
150 Boys I Friend (Rookwood stories). _·J1 C .D I s end C .D •. .:.nnm•ls. 

UOOD. JOHN P ., Nosta w, Stockton Lane, York. 
J..ge 38. 

Groups 7 ( a ) , (b) { 
1 

6 ( e ll); 5 ( c1ll). 
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WRIGm, CH.:'.JUJ.S, 12 Lshburnhc1m Plc ,ce , Green wich, London, S.E.10. (L) 

i,.ge 47. Hospi t 1:,l u ttendrnt. 
Groups 3 • 6 ( c ) ( b ) ( c ) ; 7 ( fl ) • 

1!ffiIGffi', OLIVE, 12 1 .. shburnhcm Hosd. Greenwich~ London, S.E.10. (L) 

Counter Rend. 
Group 6 (fl) ( b) . 

YOUNG, JOHN, 81 . .'...lsen ltof'd, Hollowey, London, N. 7. ( L) 

Groups 7; 8. 

By Rex Dolphin 

Across; (2) So Valda signs; (5) 
Black by Teed; (6) Wrote of 20; · 
(8) Initials of Det.Dedgard's 
creator; (9) Initials of 3 a.m. 
Smith's creator; (12) Christian 
name of 9; (15) A baronet of the 
c.c. a paper too; (16) So the 

creator of Barry starts; (17) So 
Roxane's yatch starts; (18) Add 
this colour to a Russian River 
for an early Blake author; (20) ~ 
Sir Richard before the eyes ? 
(22) A river, or Prof.Butter­
field's companion; (23) Author 
who followed father's footsteps; 
(24) Most infamous of them all? Down; (1) Blake exposed 

this criminal vegetable 
(9, 4). (3) Artist signs his Christian Na.mo; (4) Initials 
of author o:f (1); (7) The Great ••• Plot, by G.H. Teed; (8) 
Top of the Tree; (10) Reverse for the Breton invader; (11) 
Crook with large family; (12) V'lo is he; (13) The Grey Pan­
ther surely has some; (14) Start and finish of llO); (15) 
Blake's sister-in-law; (16) Fruit of 2 or 3' s labours; (19) 
So a brotherhood starts, or the Black Duchess starts and 
ends; (21) Teed without end. 

Solution on Page 136 

ADDITIONS TO \ilHO 'S WHO: 

SIM:eSON, CLIVE·, Flat 2, 8, Granby Road, Harrogate, Yorks. 
Age 36. Medical .Representative. 

Groups 7(a), 6(a); 7(b), 6(b) ; 5(b) (a) ; 6(c); 
8 (Thriller) ; 4 ; 5(a) ; 2; l ; 3 ; la ; 9. 
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TH01ll?S0N, GORDON, 54, Wallasoy Park, Belfast. 
Age 37. Tobacc o Worker. 

Groups 5 ( :1 ) ( d ) ( c ) ( b ) ( c ) ; 7 ( ~ ) ( b ) • 

TWELLS, J . 
Age 45. 

32, Brid~ctt Stroot, Rugby. 
Group 7 (o.) . 

TRAYNOR, J. RICHARDS, BClI/Advcnturcrs, London, W.O.l. 
Groups 7 (a); 5 (o.); 6 (a); 10. 

BUJNDEN, ANTHONY, 43, Mayfield Avenue, Teddington, Middlesex . 
Age 17 . Bank Clerk. (L) 

Groups 5 (a) (.b) (d); 7 (a); 5 (c); 8 (B:iys 
Friend) ; 5 ( e ) • 

Set by ~onald Webster, Chairman, Merseyside O.B.B.C. 

Here is a, "Qu.iz" to teflt your intelligence. All the char­
acte ra are taken from St.Jim's, Rookwood, and Greyfriars, so 
there's no need to reach for that Holi'day Annual •.•• yet. 
The answers arc on Page 136. For example: Make of Car ••• 
Talbot. Easy, isn't it? 

(1) How much. (2) Key wan+.,edJ (3) Yorkshire Town - easy for 
the Northern Section. (4) It's a small branch - Do you got 
it? ( 5) Smo~th in manner. (6) ·Famous Classic Raco. (7) Most 
Villages possess one. (8) Connected with Hogsnorton. {9) She 
was a King's favourite. (10) The "Doct0r" of cours 0. (11) 
Not necessarily a Dock worker . (12) Obvi0usly a hiker. (13) 
Famous English statesman (Youngest P.M?) (15) What the 
Dickens? Why it's Bill. (16) Precious metal. (17) Place ~f 
worship . (18) He doesn't live in Baker Street. (19) Columbus 
discovered this? (20) His na100sakc swam tho Channel. (21) 
Radio critic of Scottish Reformer . (22) Lana:ishirc 's answer 
to Bradman? - easy to Cricket "fans". {23) Is ho in the R. A. 
or an Arsenal footballer - one for London this time. (24) 
Shave, Sir? - Can I do you now, Sir? (25) Perfect fit for 
Crooke (or Cutts for that matter}. - ____ __ _ ..;._ _____ ________ -! 

WANTED: Gems or Magnets before No. 1300. s.O.L's before No. 
275 (especially Rookwood); also Populars , Nelson Lees, Boy's 
Friends and Holiday Annuals for years 1920, 1921, 1923, 
1924, 1925, 1928, 1930, 1932, 1934, 1936, 1940. A.Blunden, 
43, Mayfield Ave mo, Teddington, Middlesex. 
WANTED: Aldino original Robin Hoods, 1903 edition; also 
Aldine Jack Shcppards, Good prices paid. Eric R.L3.ndy., 4, 
Nuneaton Road, Dagenham, Essex. ~~- ---~------ - --< 135 



SOLUTION TO SEXTON ELA.KE CHRISTMAS CR0S$WORD 

ACROSS: 

1. 
5. 
6. 
8. 
9. 

12 . 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
20. 
22. 
23. 
24. 

JHV 
Rat 
Cecil 
SD (Sidney Drew) 
AS (Anthony Skene) 
Antho:qy 
Cha.l!lpion 
Al (lan Blair) 
La (Brise) 
Gray (don) 
Spots 
Trent 
Robert (Murray) 
Reece 

DOWN: 

1. Christmas Tree 
3. Ve.l 
4. GE ( Gwyn Evans) 
7. Canal 
8. SB 

10. Noino 
11. Cynos 
12. Ah 
13. HP 
14 . No 
15 . Clare 
16. Art 
19 . YE (Yellow Beetle or 

Ysabel de Ferre) . 
21. Too. 

HIDDEN HAMILTONIA 

1. Price 13 . Pitt 
2. Locke 14 . North 
3. Selby 
4. Twigg 

15. Sykes 
16. Silver 

5. Bland 
6. St. I,ogor 

17. Temple 
18. Holmes 

7. Greene 19. Newland 
8. fottor 20. Webb 
9. Gwynne 

10. Grace 
21. Knox 
22. Hilton 

11. Loder (Loader). 23. Gunner 
12. Walker . 24. Todd 

25. Fitzgerald. 

HERE'S LOOKING FORWARD TO OHRISTMA.S 1953 
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