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FROlo! THE EDITOR I S CHAIR 

ARE YOU IN FAVOUR? J ohn o.mn of Nottingham hns s ent me a 
sugge s tion that in ~ext ;year ' s Annual we should publish again the 
list of boys ' weeklies whic h appeared in the first six ;years ago. 
He points ou t that r,e sh a ll have a large number of readers who 
were not with ue th en , 

Now I r a th er li ke th e i dea myse lf. It is quite true t be t 
alth ough over the ;years i n be tlveon we have inevit ably lost s ome 
fri ends, by doath :..~d ot her ca us es, the c irculation sinc e tho 
f i .rst .AnnuaLhas j us t about doubled, and. i:L is t ruo that i 1L.that 
first list there wer e some omissions and a few errors . So there 
is something t o be sai d for re - publish in g for th er e ' s no doubt it 
was one of the mos t use f ul ar ticl es we havo ever bad. 

Another idea st r i kes me if we did do it again , it would perh aps 
be easier for r efer ence if we arranged it in alphabetical inst ead 
of chronologic a l or der . At the same time we could t abul a te the 
"librarie s " t he B.F . !i's . , Aldin es and so on. 

!n;ywa,y l e t mo know wbn t ;you think, th en if th ere I e a favourable 
r es pons e we can got down to it s tr ai ght ar,a;y. 
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DEATH STRIKES AGAIN, I deeply regret to announce the death of 
Raymond w. Caldwel l of Lanco.ster, Pa . , U. S.A. , who pass ed pea ce ­
fully owoy in bis sleep on Janu cry 10th , after a long illness. 

Raymond Caldwel l was one of our v oterans nnd pos sessed a.bout 
the biggest collection in America, in fa ct in the world , Bill 
Gander tells me it consisted of no l ess than 67,000 American items 
and numerous English on es , In addi ti0n he had 20,000 tluplica tes, 
The actual collection will bo offered to American Librari es and 
tho duplicates pl aced on sale to col le ctors . As many of th e 
Amori c3Jl weeklies we ro worth ct least a dollar oach it will bo 
seen that tho collection r epre sen t ed a considerab le f ortune .. 

* * * * 4 

I l'IISH I ' D BEEN THERE! Art hur Harris of Penrbyn Bay, Ll andud no , 
owner of that unique col l ection of ne arly 3 ,000 Comics (needless 
to say th e decent British variety), has recently given thrco talks 
concerning th em. The talks were given at the Preebytoria.n Church, 
Ponrbyn Bay, Baptist Church , Llandudno, and Toe B, Llondudno . 
Thes e talks were very successfu l and th e specimens Arthur show ed 
cr ea ted n l ot of liv ely interest. 

* * * * * 
OUR COVERS, The i llu s trati on on tho covers of our January and 
Februa ry numbe rs , the ski lful work of Mervyn Lewis, havo boon much 
admired. Tho one l as t month was from l.lagnot 1550 . l!orvyn has sent 
thr oo c::ioro , tho first appears this month and in connoction with 
them he hes supp li ed a novel little Quiz . For de t ails see 
Hamil ton i o..'ln.. 

* * * * * 
THOSE "ANIIUAL" SUBS. I om so rry I ha ve to mention this subje ct 
ago.in , but at the moment of writing the respons e to my apponl l as t 
month is, to s o..y the lo est, disappointing, f or only tbr oo subs hnve 
como along leavin s over twon ty stil l outstanding . For once I haYe 
r eally been l ot down. Como on those late ones, so that I can so.::, 
cheerfully next month I All Cl ea r • . 

Yours s inc erely, 

HERBERT LECKENDY • 

.................. ............... ....... _.~ ............................................. ,.., ......... ~ .............................. , ... _._, .... , ................................... _ ....... , ................................. . 
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Stories 9 ~ emember 
1,v llERllF.RT LECKENllY 

lb. 2 . "FOR LEAGUE AND CUP" 
- {Autho r: - Ar thur S . Hardy) 

* * * 
In our December number I r ~fo rr od brie f l y to this story 

saying I hoped to get a cbanco to re-r ead some if it a t Chris 1mas. 
Well, I mana ged it and since I have s pent severa l r es tful hours 
r e newin g acq ua int ance with th e numerous characters I firs t met 
over forty yea r s a.go . And aa in the case of the story I dea lt wi th 
l ast conth I found it as r eadab l e a nd engro so in g as I did then. 
Wllat is more, I was more cpnvince d th an e ver tha t it was tho fin es t 
footba ll yam ever wri tten before or si ;ice . 

"For League ar.d Cup" wa.s pr obably the lo ngest s e rial ever 
to appear in the Boys I Realm or its companions for it r an from 
Sept . 8t h , 1906 t o May 11 th , 1907, Nos . 223 - 258, t ha t i s t hrou gh ­
out tbe footbal l season ar.d in f act running over into the per i od 
dev oted to cricket . Ea.ch insta l ment was a l ong one and i nva riabl y 
it was given the mos t prominent position in the pape r. It i s a 
t hous and pi tie s it was neve r pub li shed in book f onn , with out the 
slightes t c utti ng , f or it ivas a classic of it s kind, and shou l d 
have been a l lowed to liv e . 

The story was t he second dealing with the f .Jrtunes of t he 
'
1 Bl ue Crusade r s" . In the first th e r ea der had been told of the 
forming of a c l ub i n tho works of Keith Howse &: Co., of Brewton, 
Lancashire, and ito ri se w1 th i n a f ew yea rs to Foot ba ll League 
st atus . There was not hing fa r- f e t che d ab out th a t , for was not 
Asto n Vill a born in n Wesleyan Sch oo l and many a now hi st oric club 
created in an equally modes t way? l!aybe the ri se of the Dlu e 
Crusaders wo.s a li ttle more r ap i d, but that can be forgive n , fo r 
throughou t "For Leagu e and Cup11 one had dozens of vivid descrip­
tions of titanic batt l es with t he famous c lu bs of the First 
Division. 

In the fi r st story the most promin ent n1cmbers of tho "Blue 
CrJsade r s II team we:e Bar ry Ewing, David Moran, Arthur Drew and 
Will . Fowkes.' .•• the . gia.'1 t .• goal - keepe r . ·- They _were •. pl aye rs ,._rro m. tho ••.•. 
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b eginning , and sha r ed in all the tr i bu l ations and triumphs , A 
l eading persona l ity was Petsr Simple, landlord of the Half :.Way Inn 
where the Bluo Crusaders made their headqu.,.rters . A r ea lly l ovab~ 
we 11 drawn character , Peter .. 

The s tnrt of "For League and Cup" dea l t with tho t r ans fe r 
of Dick Green f r om NeWC!\8 t l c Uni t ed, for a fe o of i.5()0! r.50 0 , 
mark you, Ye Socce r ites, and Green was an Int e rnation al at tb att 

There was a mya tery about Gre en, however, al though 1 t was 
evident he was a foot bal l er, be wa.s a mise r able fail ur e in his 
first games at centre foTIVa:rd and was dropped. Moreover, be waa 
surly , quarre l so me and alto ge ther an unpl easan t specimen, whereas 
a t Newcastle , Groen had th o r eput at ion of be i ng popular and a jo~ 
good f ellow , As th o story progressod it turn ed out th a t th o man 
who had arrived a t Browton, wa.a nn impos tor nnmcd Edwin Boyd , and 
t he real Green l ay in a Newcast l e hospital suffe ring from a head 
wound and l ose of tnemory. Boyd had found him lying on a moor , and 
find i ng they were much al ik J in nppearance had teken Green' s plac e 
as be had reasons for wanting to lose his own identity . This is 
the only part of the story which did not appeal to me. The 
"doubles" i dea has been played up count l ess ti mes i n f ictio n ri ght 
enough , but I can never t ake it as be i ng rea lly convi ncin g , except 
of cou rse when it ' s a ca.ea of rea l twins . 

Howeve r , Boyd is event ually exposed and on his rec ov e ry th e 
r eal Green talces hi s r ightf ul plnce in th e Blu e Crusaders t oam and 
proves bis \VO rth . 

Anothe r character of a ve ry diff erent type al s o came in 
ea r ly on i n the st ory . Ee was one wh o was destined to pl ay his 
part i n seve ral Crusader e tori e s . He was in t rod uced as Thomas 
Sil ward , who had come to work at the office of a l eading Brow ton 
arcbi t act , where Harry Etving was al s o employed. Silwa.rd soon ge ts 
i nt o th e company of th e Bl ue Crusaders pl aye r s , who f ind ho has an 
extr aordinary ha.bit of bragging. He dee la.res he is one of the 
finest c ent re forwardswho had eve r kick ed a ball and that he had 
played i n that posi tion for the th an famous omato urs , The 
Cori nt hi ruis , His boasting leads to a l ot of derision and r eeen~ 
ment and straight - foIV1ard Fowkes calls him a liar , There is r eal 
trouble unti l i t comes out t hat th e conceited one ' s fu l l name was 
Thomas Silward Harboro ugh , son of Si r Geoffrey Harborough . Ho had 
bee n wrongly accused by his fathe r, and in consequence had left 
homs and dropp ed his surname , Fowkes in s t antly realises that 
............ , .... _,,, ___ ., ~-·· ,_ ... , .......................... ,. .............. ~ ............ ,. ............................... -................ -............................ ~.,~ ............................ , .. . 
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Harborough ' s claim to have played for The Corint hians is tru e and 
apo l ogises, From Uen on H!lrborough plays fre quent l y fo r the Blu e 
Cru sa dere and prove s one of their m!lins tays in th ei r triumph an t 
progres s . Ho continu os to brag in audacious f ashio n but does not 
seem to be aware of it , and unl i ke most br agge rs shows be i s as 
good as he s,cys he is, 

To explai n in detai l all the plotting and coun t er pl ot ting 
away f r om t he f oo tb a ll a r ena would tal<e n whole i ssue of the C.D, 
so for the r es t of my spoce I will confi ne myse lf to the game 
itself . 

Someone sa i d to me recently that whon you r ead a descrip­
tio n of n f oo t ba ll matc h by A,S, Hardy, you could almost imag i ne 
you W"ere in the s tand or on 11Spion Kop" watc bi ng t be game yoursel f 
and I ·cordia ll y ag r ee , Game after game was described in this 
story, each different to the one t hat had gone before. Yot there 
were no abeurditiea, no fantastic situat i ons as in so many presen t 
day f oo tba ll yarns , \That is more , actua l pl aye r s of the dny ple.yal 
thoir part. Crompton of Blackburn Rovere, L.R. Roose famous 
amat eur goa l -k ee1>er of Stoke , Cantr ell and Bache of Aston Villa, 
Tait and Bridgett of Sunderland, Colin Vei toh and Rut her ford of 
Newcast l e , these and many mor e. The referees t oo, the rea l 
knig h ts of th e whi t tlo th en presiding, Hardy knew thClll all, oh 
yes, in thi s yarn ho proved hims elf to be t he k i ng of f ootba ll 
s tory authors . 

Leeds readers wi ll be i nt er ested to hea r tha t a couple of 
chap t ers were devote d to their city , though no footbal l was pl,cye d 
thero , Well known streets li ko Br igg at o , Boar Lane , Infirmary 
St r ee t, Vica r Lano and no longer exis ti ng Loworhoad Rov-, ge ttin g 
special mention . 

The 11Blue Crusader s " made tri umphant progress in the First 
Division, th ough Hardy did no t make th e mistake of makin g th em win 
every game. Then came th e fights f or "The Cup11

, It mus t be re ­
membered th a t in tho so d,cys th e First Division c lub s came in at tbe 
Fi r st Round. The Crusaders won their way thr ough to t he Final at 
t he Crystal Pa l ace and vi ctory t he re , Thei r pro gress is wor th 
r eco rding . 

First Round, Fulham ( afte r two draws) , Seco nd Round, 
Newcastl e Unit ed, Third Round , llo rd en Athletic (f or purpo ses of the 
pl ot a fi cti ti ous t eam) , Fourth Round, Crystal Palace , Semi-Fina l , 
West Bromwich Alb io n, Fi na l, Wool wich Arsenal . 

There was a rea l se e- in t o-th e- future touch about their 
"""'' ........... ~···~'"""' ............................................................ _ ......................... -........ ~-............................... -................. , .......................................... . 
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opponents in tho Fina l ,for tho groat days of the now famou 
High bury Club wer e then still years ahead, 

And tbie great story finished w1 th the Bluo Crusaders 
winning the championehip of the First Di vision and the Football 
Association Challenge Cup. 

Exaggeration? Well, in this year of grace the r e ' s quite a 
number of people who believe it ' • going to bo done in r ea l life, 
and methinks I co.n hea r that ace, through thick and thin Ars enal 
eupporter , Berry Homer, shouting in stentorinn voic o from Spain 
11Wby auro 1 t is 11 . 

~ W~. MP,RTIN, 93 HILLSIDE, STOIIEllRIDGE PARK, 
LONDON 11,W, 10, Tel1ELGar 3230 , 

OFFERS 

20 Different Detective Weeklioo all cpte stories by G. H.Toed2q. l 
12 Sexton Blake Librarioo 1915:-1920 lot Series 30/ - '. 
30 Sexton Blake ' s 1940/50 107-; 20 -ditto - 1925- 39 40/- : 
30 Green Come 1908- 1911 @ 105/-; 20 Blue Gems 1917-20@ 50/ - ' 
Bound Volume ,.t Plucks 1901, 18 numbers/including one Xm3s 

Double number @ 27 6d, 
25 llslson Lees 1926-33 0 12/6d ,; 
6 original volumes by Harriso n Ain911orth - tit l os given to any ­

one in t orostod @ 42/ -
Croyfriars Holiday Annuals 1930-1941 @ 15/- each, 

'.1 - I WAJIT o.nd WILL BUT or EXCHAIICE any of my books for - - -ii COLLECTOR'S DIGEST ANIIUALS 1947-8- 9; E,S ,TURNER•S "Boys will be . 
:1 'Soya" J "Poli ce Dudgete", ArJ3 11Aldine" Publication; "?luggot 11 

l. Librari}Ls,,lst "Rates" • ..'.:~~£aio . Bll).L _____ , ________ =-· I ~~~~ I 
;_.,_·j l am appealing to all fellow readers of ' C. D. • I am most ! 

anxious to obtain the two fol lowing ieuuss for reasons of great 1 ;I personal eentiment . If you could supply at nny time , woul d you l ! please let me know? I will glad l y pay any r ee.son nbl e pric e and ! 
' don•t mind buying a •run • if necessary , to ae t tbo ones I \7Mt , ! 
i NELSON LEE (Original Old Series) No,17 "THE BLACK WOLF" ; :j W.CIIET No, 47 4 "VISCOU!IT BUIITER" i 
,

1 

J , RICHARD TRAYJIOR ; 

l--·· ·---~~ -Y!.!-.:1..~-~--~!~ ~~-~...Cl'~~~ !J.,..~ .. --·-· ···---; 
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OLD BOY~:/ BOOX CLUB 
L O ND O N SECTION 

A cheery co mpany gath or ad at 11Chorry Pl aca 11
, Wood Groen on 

Sunday February 15th , Most of th e regulars wer e present and i t 
wns good to seo Ron Cr ollie once again . Cbainnan Len disposed of 
the usual fonnali ti es in hi s cus to mary good otyle, A full di a­
cussio n as t o the venues of f utu re meetin gs was held and wit h new 
proj ects in view , the March meetif18 wn.s fixed fo r Humo Houso 1 Ea.st 
Dulwi ch. 

All th o se ri ous business being comple ted, quiz ti me was 
hold . A new idea by Eilee n Reynold s . which was call ed a "Syllable " 
quiz on 11Magnet11 characters and pla ces . A newcomer t o the ranks 
of the win ners wes John Addiaon wit h a f oursome deadbeat for 
seco nd p l nce amongst John Gaa l , Roge r Jenkins, Ron Cro lli e and Bob 
Whiter. "Gratte r s" Ei l een for a good quiz. "Cedar" was th e word 
for the Eliminator quiz t hat followed and he r o Bob 'I/biter wa.s an 
easy fi r st, Len Packman and Eil een Reynol ds both in tho aecond 
place , An unu sua l th in g abo ut this quiz was tho fnct th a t Cliff 
Wallis """ total l y e l imi nated as he obtained a cypher of anawers, 

Al an Ste wart br oug ht suc ces s to t he sa l e and exchange as he 
bad obtained quite a good number of "Rangers", "Champions 11 and 
llodern Boys" of good vint age . These wer e s na ppe d up and the 
thanks of members must be a ff o rded him fo r his good thoughts on 
thi s matter, A good get t ogeth er followed and it was a very 
ch eery gathering that gradu a lly bro ke up by members wendin g their 
diver s ways home . 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 

* * * * * * 
NORTHERN SECT I O !I 

Mee ting . 239 Hyde Park Rood, Lee ds , 14th February, 1953, 

The wr e tch ed weather pre vente d ono or two of th o r egu lars 
gc ttin ·g thr ough , neve r tho l oss a good mus t a r gathe r ed round a cosy 
firo . J . Brooze Bentley was back in the chai r. 

Gerry Alli son happil y announced a bi g purchase of s.o .L•s., 
for the li b r a ry, a goodly propor t i on be i ng early ones , and sai d 
th ere was a lr eady a great d emand for th em, For the t ime be ing 
.................................. , ..... -............................ " ..................................................... - .............................. ,-...................... , ............. , ..................... -.... . 



................. ,,. .............................................. ,....................... ( 7 3 ) ......................................... -, ....... _,,_,, ....................... .. 

it had r educed the bank balance substantially, but it wa,, o. good 
investment. 

"Comics " (so c alled) have r eceiv ed a good dM l of attention 
from th e pre es of l a to , mostly condomna tory , but there were no 
complaints about the 11Comics11 Horace Twinham dealt with in a very 
interestin g talk. For, he was reviewing thos e real genuine 
English comi cs, tirbich have delighted several gonera tions of boys 
and girls, the s ixty year old Chips and Comic Cuts, The Jeste r , 
Puck, Butterfly and many more. Horace had a varied assortm ent with 
him, ranging over many yoars . Tboso woro pas sod round and exami n­
ed on. th much onj oymon t . 

The member s pres ent greatly appreciatod o. tel cgr= of good 
wishes from Arthur Harris of Llandudno, owner of the world ' s 
largest col l ection of English comics. If the weath e r had been 
better Arthur would probably have been present . 

Aft er refreshments the remainder of the eve ning was spen t 
in a freo and ca 3y, and, of cours o, tho li brary was not noglocted. 

Next Meeting, March 14th, when it is to be ho!)ed to have a 
discussion on the Magnet and the Gem; how th ey differed, the 
outstand i ng characters in each , their mori ts or demerits Md oo on. 
A good attendance i s hoped for. 

Speci al Notice: Through unavoidable circumstanc es th e 
April Mee ti ng, tho Annual General, will be h ol d on April 4th 
Easter Saturd ay , 

HERllERT LECKElmY, Northern Section Correspondont. 

******* 
M IDLA ND SECT ION 

Mooting. 19th Janua ry, 1953 , 

Our no\7 mooting pl aco •,11hich r.o semplcd fo r th o firs t time 
with this meeting, is t ho mombcr s lounge of th o Chambor of Commoroo. 
For comfort and indeed almost sumptuousness, thi s is reminiscent 
of Bunter Cour t . What more can mortal man ask? 

It was a pity the r efore that it bad been a very foggy day, 
and that there was a distinct likelihood that bus es would conse 
running e l togctho r ; consequently \le had eas ily th e lowest attend ­
ance ovor, only t en mcmbors being present . Yet thi s was very good 
consider i ng that some bus services were partia ll y suspended and 
the outlook dubious. 
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It took our indomitable Cradley friends two boure to reach 
us, and as they did not leave un t il nen rly ten, well! 

!nevi t ab ly we wore ve ry lat e sta rting, and necessarily had 
a purely informal meeting. NeTertheleas we discussed quite a lot 
of business and then went on to an animated discussion on school 
stories in general , and those written by Frank Richards in 
particular. Some v er y interest in g points were made, but this dis ­
cus s ion was cut short to enable us to hear a reading by Alb e rt 
Clack from a 11Magne t 11

, of exci t ement and danger to the Fa.mour Five 
and Smithy in the Polpelly se ries, (Cb r istmw, 19 35). Thanks Albert 
for a most enj oyable reading . 

As usua l, the time bad gone only too qu ickly and des pite 
our ea rli er good int entions, in view of the weather wo WG'I'e not 
much ea rl ier th an usual in dispe rsin g . 

MIDLA!ID SECTIO!I 

Mooting. 16th February, 1953 . 

I t was Mr. Porter's even i ng , so after a modicum of formal 
business, "e ee t t led down to the good things be had organised for 
us . Fi rs t came a ga.ce of "Comple ments 11 • The surnam e of a 
cha r acte r from the ol d bo oke ww, on one slip of papor, and the full 
Christian nomes on another. Theeo were scattered on v ar i ous tables 
and wo woro roquired to matc h up the pairs . 

Seve r o.I mombors succ oodod on matching up qui t o a numbor and 
our popu la r Treasurer, !.tr. Gr egory, just beat Mr. I ngram by half 
a mark for the prize . 

We then settled down t o enjoy a reading from 'Billy Bunter 
and the Blue lilauri tius 11

, very well read by lir. Por t er who, I ' m 
afraid, in bis entbusio.sm let his cof fe e get cold, whilst r ea ding . 

We tilen worri ed our br a ins over a toaoor: convert 11Cokor" 
t o "Prout " changing one lett e r a t o. tim e . It£!!!. bo don o but don't 
ask me! 

By now it was library time, and a nother meeting had appeared 
to go like greaeed lighting as i s quite the usual custan . 

EDWARD DA VEY. 
Next meeting 16th March , 7, 30 p.m. at the Dirmingham Chamber of 
Commerce. We l ook forward kee nly to a t alk by Mr. Ingram on the 
ol d booY..s from a Schoolmaste r s • point of view. 
(In order to bring up to date, two Midland r opo rte t his month . H.L.) 
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MERSEYSIDE SECTION MEETING, 8th Februa IY, 1953 . 

The meeting opened at 1 . 30. , four t een be i ng pr esent , and 
le t te rs of apology were r ec eived f rom Moes rs . Timmi ns , SWi tze r 
and Dalzi ll. The weathe r v,as atrocious, and Don Wobs t ar com­
plimonted tboso present on th ei r enthusiasm i n ma.king t ho j ourney . 
Bo t hen doal t with various club matters, includirJ8 thanks to one 
of our members, who wishe d to remain anonymous, for the gift of a 
s et of ash trays , mar ked wi t h the club ini tia l s . They a r e cer­
tai nly a nice jo b. No less than ei ghty Magnets , etc . , hav e bee n 
purchased ove r the past month, money woll spen tt Tho r oply from 
Amal. Pross was the n read; i te brov i ty was czceo ded only by i ts 
la.ck of consideratio n , and i t is be t ter that a voil shal l bo drawn 
ovo r tho reaction of tho listonors ! The so c rotary having read 
tho mi nut os , etc ., the moatin g thon doba tod Mr. Pre.gnol l ' s pro­
posa l of o di nnor-social in tho noo.r futu r e , and it was r es ol v ed 
to make o.rrA.ngemcnt s nccord i ngly . Duri ng r ofroshments , served by 
Webs t er , p8r e et f ile, hank Unwin' s admirab l e qui z was tackle d 
with gusto and detenn in a ti on , t he win ne r being ou r popul ar Bi ll 
Hort on, wi t h Jack Morgan runner -u p. Then came Don Webste r' s talk; 
this dealt conc i sel y bu t comprehensive l y with t he hi sto r y of th e 
Magnet and Gem i n th e i r va.rious phases , and it was obvi ous Don had 
spent a groo.t doal of timo in rosoa rch, wall justifio d by tho 
rosu lt , and thoro ,1crc none prese nt who didn't l earn somethi ng. 
The t alk was i ll us tr ated with cop i es of the two ol d favou r ites 
th rough the years , and t hese inc lu ded No. l of the °ffd• Gem and 
No. l of the ld. Gem - what a treat for us a ll! llany t hanks , Don, 
f or such an i ntaro s t i ng half - hour. The meet i l"l8 end ed at 10 - 15 p .m. 
with the l ibrary bus i ness . 

Next mooting Mar. 8t~ . 
FRANK CASE, Socrotary • 

........ ,,~, .... ,, .. H,.,_ ,.,....,,..,., ....................... ,,,,.,,.,,, , ....... , ......... ,., .... ,, .. , ............ , .... ,, ....................... , .. ,,,.,,.,. ,,, ~ ............................ ,., .. ,•H•l .... !•<ot•"""""M"'' 

"Magnet Titles"(cont ' d) . ' S' denotes Substitute 

No.ll45 The Llystery I.laster, No.1 146 Some Person Unknown, No. 114 1 
Bi ll y Bunter's Bl uff, llo. ll 48 The !tan from Scotland Yard , No . 1149 
Goodbye Bunt er, No. 1150 The Greyf r iars Cracks man, No. ll5 1 Billy 
Bunte r' s Come- Back, llo. ll 52 (S) Nap of the Remove, lfo. 11 53 ( s) 
Grease -P ai nt Vlibl ey , No.11 54 The Fool of the Fifth , No. 11 55 
Duff er and Hero , No . 11 56 Vlho Hacked Hacke r ? , No.1151 The My ste r y 
of the Silver Box, lio.11 58 The Missing llasterpiec o • 
............................ .,_ .. , ....................................... ,._ . .,,. ............................. " ................. ,-.. , .. , ............... , ...................... , .................... , ...................... . 
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Conducted by HERBERT LEC!CENBY 

* * * 
As s t a t ed in my edito r ial Mervyn Lewie has se t an interest­

Quiz in connection with his r e productions for our covers . He 
says: -

"Test your mer.iory. The illu st ra t ion on the cover this 
month i s taken fro m inside a Magnet . The three f i gures in it 
are the same but to make it more inte r est i ng t hey appear reversed 
from the original, i. o., left appears to ri gh t. The background 
has been al tered. Here are a fe w clues; two of the f i gures yov . 
will rec ogn i se - Fi sher F. Fish and Mr. Quelc h. The third is a 
new character to Greyfriars, one of t he numerou s boys who appeared 
fo r a bri ef per i od. He was in t he Remove and a ra thor un­
s crupu l ous chara ct e r. He was in Study 3. " 

1.le rvyn ' s answe r wil l appear nex t month . Of cou rs e you won't 
all poss ess the Magnet in quest i on, but many of you will . 

* * * * * 
One of our you ngest members Anthony Baker , Chr is t Church 

Vica rage , St. Al be.n's Road, Barnet, Ber ts, has now a complete run 
of Magnets from 1277 to 1683, with the exc e ption of ~. 
Anthony t akes second place to no one i n bis admirc.t ion for 
Greyfr i ars, so i f there I e anyone who cot:ld spare him th is co py 
th ey would be doing him a rea l good tu rn. There ' s no th i ng lik e 
helpin g a member of the young e r gen e rati on who pre fe rs the good 
old Magnet to the prese nt day tras h. 

* * * * 
GOOD NEWS. Two more Goldhawk books hav e b een published since our 
Febru ary i ssue appea red . They are No. 10, ''D'Arcy th e Reforme r 11; 

No. 11 , "D'Arcy ' s Day Out". I und.ers t and copies are restricted 
so any f ans who do not get them t hroug h tho Clubs woul d bo advised 
to apply dire c t to the publishers . 

* * * .. 
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.!!!!£!!? Some time ago I receiv ed an o:xcellont typowri tten article 
entitled The "Magnet 1915 to 1917 and 1930 to 1933 " . I 
separated it from the writer's l etter and filed it. I found 
l ater the article waan ' t signed and I am sorry to &SJ I can• t 
r ... ember whom I have to thank for it , though I prob ab ly did so 
at the time. Would th e wri tor kindly drop me a line so the t I 
can give him cr edit when I publi sh it? 

* * * * 
A BOOST FOR THE "MAGNET". Did you hear the t illuminating 
incident in "Question Time" on tho Light Programme, February 
19th? A t ee nager had · r ai s ed the question of t he comic-strips 
so much in vogue today . .Uong came Fielden Hughes or Frank · 
Tilsley, (I 'm not sure which), who said that in his schoo lday s 
al.most every boy read the "Kagnet". Parents tri e d to persuade 
them t o read the "Boys' OWn Paper " but they would stick to 
Gr eyfriars . Then he went on with emphasi s "So gr eat an im­
pression had tho se stories on our l i vee that ev en tod~ forty 
years lat er we have Magnet Quiz es , when men put such questions 
as "Who was Dr. Lock e 's bro .ther?" (h e me.de a sl ip bore) . What 
was th e namo of th o Groyfriare ' porter? 

Judging by the ap plause, what the speake r said was grea t­
ly to the liking of the members of th e younger generation 
present . 

I wonde r if any of the "high er- ups" of t he A. P. were 
lie tening and noted the significance of the incid ent. 
Pos t aerip t . I was writin g the above the ev ening aft e r 1 t 
happ ened, February 20th. I was hal f listening to 11).:ny Questions' \ 
One was put about t he C. O. of a R.A.F . Stati on who put a ban on 
comics and at th a t very momen t I was r efe rring to tbe Magnet. 
I'll be bl ess od if W.J . Brown onme alo ng e.nd said that in his 
youth his favouri t ee wore th e Union Jack, the lfogne t and tho 
ll a rv ol, nnd thoy ce r tn inl y did not do him any ha rm. The manner 
in which mention c.f the .llagnet was receiv ed was once again 
illuminating . 

it .. * * ( cont' .d page 78) 
OOE TO UNFORSEEII l-RINTillG DIFFICULTIES, t he l!aga zin o Collector 
is suspended. In its place is the 11. C. BULLETIN - a sampl e , 
~. stamp . Adverts 6d . each. G. CLOIENTS, 72 East Str ee t, 

·•••••••••,.•-•-•••••·-- ........ ,,.,.,,.,.,.,.,.Co lCb!(ete r 1.,.,,Ease,c, .. ., ................... . _ ,,,,,, ... _,,.,.,.,,,,.,,.,.,.,, ... 
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REVIEW OF THE LAST TWO GOLD HAWK BOOKS 

by Roger Id. Jenkins 

* * * 
The last two numbers in the pr esen t series of Gold Hawk 

books wer e publ ish ed rather unexpectedly as a kind of post-script , 
as it were, to tbe original seri e s . No. 10 - "D'Arcy the Ref oimer" 
- 13 not a happy tale, dea ling as it doee with the method in which 
Cardew j oins forces with Racko to take revenge on Tom Merry. This 
is, alas, a f ar diff er ent Co.rd.aw to the one who appea red in tho 
Gold en Ago of th e Gem, the early nineteen-twe nties. His old 
urbanity and suavene ss have worn so thin that they now seem to be 
little more than a cloak f or as savage a temper and as unscrupulous 
a nat ure as Momington's . Tom Merry also seems t o have forsaken 
bis old maxim "Why Grouse? " and Gussy play s only a smal l part -
bi s name appear i ng in th e titl e fo r th e same rea son that Bunter's 
name appea r s in the titl e of every Dun ter book. 

But if !lo. 10 is the least successful of the Od d Hawk 
books , No. 11 - "D1Arcy•s Day Off" - may be acclaimed as the 
finest. The immort al Arthur Augustus D' Arcy i s as sple ndid as be 
has ever been . Help ing Wally with a La.t in translation for llr. 
Se lby l ands Gussy i n trouble wit h the Head. Gussy is as obstin ate 
as al ways and of course seeks further trouble. The result i s a 
moat readable story which makes one regret the passing of what bas 
been , on the whol e , a moat pl easant serie s. 

GERALD CUTTS. 

* * * * * 
POTTED PERSONALITIES. No. 4. 

by ERIC FAYNE 

* * • 

In some ways I think that Cutts was the most believable of 
the bad charac tars in the Gem and Magna t a tor i es . Sl y, cunnin g , 
and unscrupulous, he was nevertheless possessed of a strength of 
c hara cte r which seemed l acking in such fellows as Knox, Lode r, or 
Racke. 

He bad bi s counterpart at Greyfriars i n St ep hen Price, 
though the latter was pictur ed as being weaker , and, in consequence, 
not, so .,dang erous •.. Both .wer e ... in .•. t he}'if th _Form •. ot, th eir . resp ec tive 
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schools, and Cutts seemed to have th e same bad influence on St . 
Leger, that Prico oxertod over Bilton. 

Though Cu tte did not often enjoy th e limeliell t on the St. 
Jim's stage, he appeare d from time to time, and one or two stories 
i n which he appeared are unforgettable. 

Few who read it will forget a.11. early yarn i n which the 
Fifth Fol'!Der tried to blacken the character of Digby. Cutts pre­
tended t o be writin g a play , and, feigning a sprained wrist, pe r­
euaded Dig to write some of it f or him , Thie included a desperate 
letter from a schoolboy who, in the play, bad fallen into dire 
disgrace, and Cutts pa.eeed off the l etter ae being a confession 
which Di gby bad writ ten in rea l lif e, It was about the onl y time 
that Digby r oceived much prominence in a story. 

The plot was used again in the Magnet, wi tb Loder as the 
pseudo - playwright, and, so far as I remember, Barry Wharton or Bob 
Cherry appeared as the "disgraced 11 char acter . 

A fine tale, which would have been extend ed to cove r a. 
series in later years, showed Cutts persuading Tom Merry to lend 
him th e funds of the junior sports • c l ub . Entitled "The Laet 
Hope", this yarn had some fine character-painting, about 1912 . 

In 1922 app eared a series which commerced with the story 
"A Fifth -Form 11,ystery". Excellent yarns in which Cutts sto l e 
money, and landed tho blame on Darrell. 

A short series which r emains in my memory as a real Gem, on 
acco unt of the subt l y bumouroue and natu r al pie ture it gave of 
school lif o, was ono in which lolr. Ratcliff lost a foroign banknote 
Md accused Cutt s of stoaling it . Later the money was found in a 
book, and Cutts demanded an apology. I forget, offhand, the actual 
date of the last story, or i t s title , 

Though Cutts was no credi t t o St. Jim's, he was an interest­
ing character, and one who might well have pl ayed a larger part in 
the gene r al scheme of things. 

* * * * * 
A LITTLE lolORE AllOUT CLIVEDEN 

by LEONARD lo!. ALLEN 

* 
Until our worth y Edi tor includ od Clived en Colloge in his 

i n ts resting article, "The re Wer e Other Schools", little bad been 
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written of this Hamil ton academy , Frank Richards in a rec en t 
letter told me be occas ionally received en quiries about the s c hool 
from old or correspondents. I waa to o young to r ead the stori e s 
when th ey first appea r ed in "The Boys• Herald", but woll remember 
purl oining them from my elder brother' s sec ret co llection at a 
later age. I was careless, howeve r, and the whole l o t was con ­
fi s c a te d by the par ent and nev er se en again. 

On Octobe r 12th , 1907 , Edi tor Hamil ton Edwards announced 
in "The Boys ' Her oid" Edit oria l that ho bod mado a rr angomonts w1 th 
Charles Hamil to n to wri te a seri e s of ten - thousand-word schoo l 
stories for the paper . The first appeared in No. 223 , the follow ­
ing week , entitled "The Cliveden Combine 11. Thie described the 
arrival at the Coll ego of t ho U.S . A. scho lar, Lincoln G,Poindexter , 
hi e f ight w1 th Pankhurst and the forming of the Combine w1 th Dicky 
Nevill e and Micky Flynn , The n ex t e t ory, "The Fou rth Form Football 
Club" introduced a c onc ert i na playing fat boy , Medway, nnd tho 
tuck - sho1? keeper, Dame Bunter - possi bl y a relat i on of B.B . 

The a t or i es ap pe a r ed regularly each week, the t1 tles 
indica t e t hei r pr ogress 1-

No, 225 the Clived en Hobby Club - t he Combino in fri endl y ri Valry 
with Pankhurst and Pri ce . No, 226 A Fi gh t w1 th the Fifth - in t ro ­
duc es Crane and Cuffy of the Fifth and their a t t empt to fag tho 
Fourth . Another f ami li a r name appea rs - Teddy Trimble , No. 227 
Christm as a t Cliveden - t he troubl es of t he Form-master, Mr . Lanyo n 
with hi s crook cousin, Ral ph. No. 228 The Captain of Cliveden -
introduces Philp ot, a Skinner type, and Treve l yan, Capt ain of the 
schoo l, No. 229 The Fourth Form llatch - Poind ex t er Vl v. Pankhurst 
Xl, No. 230 The Cliv eden Waxworlcs - Amateu r theatricals, No, 231 
Philpot' s Plot - c e ntral chnrac t or, Nona. Friqu ct , ze French 
mast er . No. 232 Tho Cliv ede n Dia b olo Match - topical - mor e 
Fr i quet e to , e to,. 

Duri ng this pe ri od th e Edi t or made regular enqu iry of hi e 
read e r s about the s tori ea. This was probably to hel p bim assess 
the reac t ion to a chenge of policy . Prior to t he Cliveden yarns 
only one sc hool serial had a ppeared i n th o Berald, tho wookl y 
coc1plete story was ge nera lly of t he adventure type . 

The Cliveden s to ri es wer e published regu l arly e ac h week 
during the early part of 1908 bu t as th e year progressed th oy were 
r e plac e d by adventuro yarns, By tho middle of 1909 one app eare d 
at vory infrequent intervals and no p re vious montion mado in th o 
Editorial. _ The e ~} e of ... "The .. Bo;rs', •. Here.ld" _chnn1:red and _,pea: - ....... .. 
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prc:cinence was given to the Scouting llov ... ent. The laat Cliveden 
atory I oan trace was in Ho. 316, August 7th , 1909, entitl ed "The 
Clivede n Dramatists". 

Clive den , however, was not the first Hamilton aohoo l to 
appear in the "Beys • Heral i". St. Tim'e was introduced in llo.114, 
Sopt . 23rd , 1905, and I cannot trace an:, other storioa of this 
schoo l betore or after that date. Severa l fam iliar types appear, 
hero Frank Lawrance who objected go ing to boarding school, Pat 
Kil dare, la ter to be his friend, Hogg and Hake , the bullies , and 
Herr HUlllllell, the Gorman master. After a rough sta rt Frank aettlea 
down and ea t ab lishea himself by scoring the winning goal in the 
form match . 

THE OPEN ROAD 

by llILLlAII F. CB.U!PIOll 

~ * * 
llaybe it is because, all my life, I have had ouch an ardent 

love for tbe wide, open spaces , the doep, s t i ll woods, and th e 
gently moandoring stream that boa so ondonred tho 1919 St. Jim's 
caravanning so ri oe to mo. Kaybe 1 t is because I read that aeries 
at so young and impressionable an age (nin e years) that I am so 
happy when musing on some lon ely heath l and, or so contonted when 
tiehing in eomo sequestored ro nch of tho Thames or Konnet . What.­
over th o cnueo and effect , I do know that I s hnll nove r tiro of 
reading that aeri os of cloven books over and over again -­
espec iall y ae my ovel'-zea l ous mother destroyed my firet set eoon 
af t e r I had purchaaed and r ead them , and 1t was not until sometime 
during the blaclc daye of the laat war that a friend ot mine managed 
to procure the comple te sor i oa tor me and earned ncy undying 
gre.ti tud o. 

Actua lly, they are quito eimple etories, completely devoid 
of anything of a really otartling nature -- no Brcol<sian plote or 
denouemonte, no imposs ible s i tuations and no great or involved com­
pl1cat1ona1 jus t clean happy,!0-lUcky roading mat tor, w1 th a 
breath of th o opon nir in overy line . I will juet run through tho 
atories briefly, to soe if I OM explain why they grip mo eo . 

In the first book of the se rie s "Th e Schoo l boy Caravanners" 
(Gem. Ho. 595, 5-7-1919) we find Tom llerr;y & Co. and Blak e & Co. , 
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united as usual , making plans for a ca r avanning holiday , After 
Gussy has become rather in vo lv ed with a suspicious Mr. Rai l ton, 
through arranging about the "horse 11 by 'phone from the Prefect's 
Room, he proceeds to sort out enough clothing, for the holiday, to 
fill half - a dozen fair-sized trunks, Bis exasperated friends point 
out, in vain, that the average caravan is very small, neceesi ta ting 
taking the absolute minimum of attire, and, in the end, forced to 
take very strong action, lock their pa l's clobber in a l umber - room, 
The schoo l c lo ses for the summer vacation, and, on t he last page, 
the heroes of the School - Bouse discover, to their great wrath, that 
Figgins & Co. , of the New- House have stolen, not only a march on 
them, bu t also their caravan -- complete with horse! 

In the following week's sto r y "Rivals Of The Road" we find 
the seven School - Bouse fri ends dashing round th e countryside on 
push - bikes, searching for their sto l en caravan . E.E. Briscoe did a 
first-class job of the cover of this Gem, with tho caravan "parkod 11 

on tho fringe of a delightful -lo oking pine-wood, downland stretching 
o.way into tb e distance, and "Circumstanc e '' tho bora o , penc ofu l ly 
chewing grass on t he verge of a dusty lane, while, in the foregTound, 
Figgins & Co. have come to grips with a particular l y villainous­
l ooking nomad of th e road. Actually it is through this adventure 
that Tom llerry & Co., a ro enab led to catch-up with their ri vale, and 
the story c loses with the New- Bouse trio cadging a lift on a passing 
wagon, and the School - Bouse party sett in g off triumphantly in the 
opposite directicn, with their recaptured caravan. 

The thi rd story in the series " On The King ' s Highway" , deals 
chief l y with Gussy's attempts to r ega in possession of his "clobbo r' 1

• 

He is successfu l in the end, and the manner in which Lowther disposes 
of it, at an open-air market in some smal l country town , makes 
hilarious reading . The outcome of this is s Gussy sends all bis s ix 
fellow-campers to 11Coventry 11

, but soon comes to the conclusion that 
it is ho, and not they, who is the sufferer! 

"A Midnight Mystery" follows, and i s one of the beat s t ories 
of the series -- at l east, in m.y opinion. The caravanners are 
forced to make camp late at night, i n a field, without first seeking 
pe:rmiss ion from th e owner, After supp er , Gussy again "rides the 
high horse" , and el oc ts to sl ee p on his own, in a nearby copse . 
During the night he is awakened by a strange nois e , and, upon in­
vestigation, sees, to his utter amazement, a strange man digging a 
deep hole in a clearing, into which he proceeds to dump a heavy sack , 
When, next morning, the . S..ell of . St, .. Jim,' s , relates ... this atranlf" ~-·-'"'" ' 
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happening to his friends, they are exceedingly sceptical , and 
augges t he was dreaming.. The owner of the land arrives on the 
scene soon afte-rwards , fli es into a terrible rage, and se ts bis 
dog on the schoo lbo ys . There ie a terrific scrap, and tbs 
caravannere move off hurriedly, the irate landowner followi ng them 
for miles . Thia arouses their su.apicions, and, the following night, 
they r et race their s t eps to the field , where Gussy i s vindicated, 
when they catch the e trange man busy with a s pade in the same 
clearing. Thei r firet euopici ona are that ho has committed a 
murder and ia burying the body; but , when they confront the 
startled midnight delver and open the sack , they are astonished to 
find , inside, two whole sid es of bacon, in an advanced state of 
decomposition , Appare ntl y th e man, who possess ed the delightful 
name of llr. Grubb, was on the local food-committee , an:i, during the 
war, had found it comparatively easy to hoard food . 'll'itb the 
cessation of hostilities, he had found himself with tone of food 
stacked in hie cellar, and when it had started to go bad, he had 
been forced to dispose of 1 t in tho manner rela ted. In a blue funk, 
he of fe rs money to Tom llerry & Co. t o keep quiet about it. 
llatul'all1, they indignantly refu.ae the offer, and , after raggi ng 
th e portly llr . Grubb in no unc ertain wey 1 move on to frosh fielde. 

A., the title of the fifth story "Trimble On tho Trail" 
suggests, tho fat Baggy catcb os up with tho caravnnne r a , and many 
amusing schemes are hatobed and put into operation before , at l ong 
last, he ia got rid of. 

Tho next three stories , "Foes Of the Fifth", "Looking Aft e r 
Gussy" and "Charley And Tbe Caravanners 11 are devoted to Wa t 
transpired when tho caravann ers meat-up with Cutts & Co, of the 
Fifth -- and are really very good . Cu t te , Prye , Gilmore , and St, 
Leger are spendi ng tbs vac• at St . Lage r Lodge , high in the 
Cbil terns, where they are having a high old time in the abaenc e of 
Major St . Loger , who is still wit h the amy in Germany. Tho 
scheming Cutts inveigles Guss1 into joining tho party, hio genial 
intention being to i ncrease bio own financ es at tho expense of tho 
gullible fourth-fono or , through tho modium of a few games of c&Ide. 
Naturally , Tom J.!erry, Blake & Co, do not intend this to happen , and 
proceed to camp right outside the gates of St , Leger Lodge in order 
to keep an eye on proceedings. In the end, doapite al l Cutt •s 
wiles, Gussy rofu.aoa t o play cards for money, Cutt s l oses bis 
temper and savagely attacks the junior , and the c a.ravanners msh in 
to the re scue of their chum in grand • tyle, leaving the fifth -
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fonnere very much of a wreck. La tor on in the night, the a en iol"B, 
plus a f ew grooms from the Lodge, mowit horses and chase the fa st 
departing caravan through the deserted country lan es, and in the 
ensue in g fight the juniors are agai n victorious. 

In the ninth story our he ro es meet-up with Coker, of t he 
Fifth - form, at Greyfriars, snd have a lot of fun a t hi s expens e -
especially on the l oca l villag e -green, where the burly senior dis­
plays his prowess at cricket! 

110nly Gussy's Way" is the tenth story, and dea l s with a 
chance meeting with the brainy Herbert Skimpole, of the Shell, whose 
uncle is a candidat e in a l ocal by-el ection , Tho chums get mixed-up 
with the e l ectioneering, and the humorous Monty Lowthor comes out 
strong as a heck l er, getting both Skimpo l e and his uncle completely 
tied-up! The last f ew pag es of this yarn are devoted to the troubles 
of Gussy, who fal l s head over heols in love with a land - girl l 

In the l ast st ory 11Ructions On The Road", the caravanne re , 
now in Devon, connect up once more with Figgins & Co. , and, as the 
title suggests, th ere ARE ruc t ions! The New House scores here when 
Kerr disguises himsel f as an escaped convict from n earby Dartmoor , 
and takes possession of the ca.ra_van . 

Yes, I think this series is as good as any, I do not think 
anyon e oould read it without boing ab l e to smell th e c l oar , fr osh 
air, without having the impulse to shake the dust from th e country 
lanes off one's clothes. Even at my age, whenever I am in the 
country, I am constantly on the l ook - out for a likely campin g-spot 
for the St . Jim's Caravanners ! 

WILLIAII F, CHAIIPION. 
"Magnet" Titles (se e p,75) 

QUERY CORNER 

Q. Did the Dreadnought have any numbers large page size same as Boys• 
Friend? If so, can anyone give run? 

H, J,H, Bartlett , Peas Hill, Shipto n Gorge, Bridport, Dorset . 
Q.. Can anyone give the numbe rs of the "Ranger" in which the 

Grimelake stories appeared? 
Syd.Smyth , l Brand on St., Clovelly , Sydney, Australia . 

Q. When did the Gem start the buff-covered small size? 
Anthony Baker, Christ Church Vicarage, Barnet , Herta. 

A, With No, 1557. (H, L.), 
(Replies to queries not answere d here will be appreciated. H.L. ) 
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Edited by H, II. BOND 

10 ERW WEIi, RHIWBINA, CARDIFF 

***** 
TilE ROUND TAllLE - IIARCH 1 1953 

The first Thursday in the month of February 1953 ie a day 
to chalk up ae eventful . Yet a~otber landmark in the history of 
"The Sexton Blake Library" became known to us on that day, and all 
readers of the curr ent monthlies will instantly know what I mean. 
However, there may be a few who have di sc ontinued taking the S.B.L. 
for one reason or another and so I have to report to them that at 
lon g las t illustration s have r oturne d to the Blake • tori e s , I was 
delighted to opon "Crooks Deputy " and s oe an Eric R. Park or 
illustration on pogo 1. It seemed as though tho yoars dropp od 
away and I was once again looking at a pro-war 2nd series S. B. L. 
There was a slight change in form, for th o illustration did not go 
down to tho bottom of tho page in the old day s , but who oaro s ? · 
Enough that the return to an old sty l e made my Library a more 
attractive magazine . But what is this? As I turn over the pages 
I see something ENTIRELY new, two full page illustrations {st il l by 
dea r ol d Parker) depicting a.~ excit i ng scene from tho story . This 
is the first time, to my knowled ge , that this has been done . I 
since r ely hope that th e Editor will continue in this - it really 
does give us older readers a bit of a thrill. But how glad I am 
that Eric R. Parker still remains the official Blake artist. Had 
t hese drawings been by anyone else the whole illu s ion would have 
been spoiled. I hate to think what will happen when E.R.P. has 
r et ired from hia work. llay he not do so for many years to come, 

The ti t l o of the companion volwno for February seemed 
famili a r. "Tho Socrot of tho Snows" . \Vher o had I s oon that titlo 
boforo? I rothor guessed that there bad been a story of this 
tit l e by Gilbert Cheater sometime or oth er, and on turning up my 
files I discovered that this was the t itl e of S.B . L. No. 651 2nd 
series dated December 1938, which was, incid entally, a reprint of 
S.B. L. 2nd s orio s No. 124 dat ed Docombor 1927. I took these two 
issues down from the bookshelf and got another sho ck! On each 
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cover we had a littl e mound of earth and stonos with a cross above. 
On t he 1924 cover Art hur Jones was the arti s t but of course E.R . P. 
was apparent on the cove r of the 1938 vo l ume. Immediately I 
thought that hero was " r ehashed sto ry , but on comparin g th em I 
found this was not the cas e . Howover, it is strang e to put the 
three books together and compare those co vers. They ar e so ali ke 
and yet so very diff e rent . The different f orm of dresc for tho se 
opera ting in tho frozen north is very noticeable . 

One or two other slight al t orations in t he Library would 
r eally complet e my ea tiefac tion. Tho r e turn of th o mont hly 
"Consul ting Room Chat 11 and the regular inclusion of the Magazine 
Corner would be very wolcOl.ne. I should be very gl ad to have readers 
views on t he new innovation, or sh ould I say, on the return to old 
standards. 

I n this issue I am includin g the first two stories rec eived 
for the S .B.L. short sto ry competiti on. I hope to print furth e r 
stories next month. I would like to inform you hero that I have 
decided to extend the time originally given to submit stories. 
Ent r ies will now be accepted up to th e 21st March. Any sto ry re­
ce iv ed after this date wi 11 not be e ligibl e . And may I earnest l y 
ask for your support in this contest, So far th o entry has bee n 
disappointing. 

Cheerio for now, 

H. MAURICE BOND. 

* * * * * 
"CHEZ BAJlDELL" 

by Gerry Allison 

* * 
The Houso bas boon deac ribod many tim es , and every lov er of 

Blake must have an exact pic t ure of it in his mind's eye . I moat 
ce rt ain ly have. 

It i s a 'modest - fron t ed house• Gwyn Evans tells us in U.J. 
1365 , "The Mistle t oe-Milk Mystery". He goes on: "Spl ash Page 
hurriedly passed upstairs and tapped at the door of th e consult i ng ­
room. A chee rful fire crackled in the grat e" . And later , "Tink e r 
br ought up n bund lo of logs from tho cella r " . 

!low, as we know that Blake has a l abo ratory on the top floor, 
"the room above the consu l ting-room 11

, (
11Tbe Case of the Bogus 

"''"''"'"''""'"'"'"' """""'""""""'-'"'"'l""""'"" ''""" ''"~"'''"" '"'"""" '"'"""""'""""'"'"'" ''"""'"""' "'"""'""H'""'""'""'"'""'''""""' """'"" '"""" '"''"'" 
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Baron11), that gives us a four-storeyed houee. I am ot the opinion 
that lira . Barde ll lives on tho ground floor, wbilst Sext on Blelce 
and Tinker occupy tho two upper sto reys. Yost wri tore seem to 
agree with this lay-out. For inotance, in S . B. L. 278, "The llan 
with a Number", Stephen Blakesley says r-

11Sex ton Blake was alon e , when Mrs. Bardell entered to 
announce th&t Insp ector Mott was downstaire 11

• 

And again, in "The Trail of t he Fiv e Red Herrings", (S,B.L, 
101) Lowis Jackson gives a more dotailod pi cture , wbich confirms 
this theory as to tho dotectivo occupying tho first floor . Bo 
says, -

"Tho old grandfathe r clock in tho lower ball of Sexton 
Blake ' e dwelling in Beker Stroot bnd struck tho half hour nftor 
nine, and the mellow note of the gong was dying away when Mr s. 
Bardell, the house keeper bustled along to answer a knock upon the 
front door . 

She conducted the visitors up the etaire to the carpeted 
room above . Two easy chairs bnd been drawn up to the ol d Georgian 
fireplace in which an oak l og was blazing f ragrantl y, On the 
hearth stood a tray, complete with crockery and a pewter coffe­
pot". Could anything aound more snug , or more conv1noing 7 

And it is in the last named story thllt we have given tho 
number of THE IIOUSE. I must agai n tbe.nlc Jim Cook of South Oxloy 
for pointing this out to me and for lending mo the book in questlal, 
- an excellen t tale by the way. 

On page 92 of this book Blake sends & telegram which read s , 
' !lust oe e you very urgent matt er , Call 23a Jlelcer Str eet tomorrow 
morning 9-30 '. 

Wol l, eo now tho secrot is out! 23a is t he number. We see 
therefore, that Sexton Bl ake and Sherlock Holmes both live on the 
same eide , - the \feat ai de , of Baker Street, but Blake occupies a 
house l ower down and nearer to Portman Square . 

Now, of roe on t mon t bs thoro bas boon a great amount of ro­
eoorch to identify th o exact pooition of No, 221B. Jlakor Stroot . 
I n the summer of 1951 , The Cornhill Magazine, (No. 987) , published 
a long article by James Edward Holroyd on the subject . A.fter 
examing all the evidence contained in the Holmes eag&, llr . Hol royd 
gave it ne bis opinion that the present No. 109 Baker Stree t is 
the house known to !amo i:s No, 22lll. 

On the oth er band, in his book 11W:y Dear Holmes" 1 Mr. Gavin 
Brend plumps for th e present No, 61 ao having claim to the honour. 
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The position is complicate d by the fact that since the ear l y 
llolmee and Blake stori os, tbe buildings in Baker Str eet have been 
r e-n umbered! Also of course, eve n in the Holmes stories, written by 
one author, the evidence as to the position of No. 221B is con ­
tradictory. In the ca se of Blake, with tho multiplicity of writ ers, 
the case is even moro diff i cult. 

However, I put it to the members of the London Branch, 
o. B.B.C. generally, and of the Sexton Blake Circle in parti cul ar, 
that it is their obv ious duty to examine t he evid ence contained in 
the s tories of Blak e writ ten by the princ ip al au tho rs to detennine 
exactly wher e No. 23:i Baker St r oot is situated. They s hould then 
make a rr angements for a plaque t o be plac ed on th e out er wal l of th o 
famous and histo ric GdificEJ to announce tho f act for th o benofi t of 
vi s it ors from the provinces and from abroad. Perhaps the National 
Trust would assist them. I myself will willing ly su bsc ribe 
generously in such a. noble caus e . 

* • * 
~JD KNOW BLAKE AT SCOTLAND YARD 

The "Empire News " of February 15th, published an arti cle by 
Fred Cherrlll, Ex- Chief Superintendent of Sco tland Yard. He started 
off lik e this: 

11Tbe first r enl fift8 crprints to arou se my int e r es t were my 
own! 

It was goma 40 years ago. I was about 15 at the time, l ivi ng 
in the old world villag e of Dorcheste r, near Oxford, rl th my mother 
and f tdbe r. 

One December nigh t we gath ered round the fiI'<J. Outside t ber o 
r aged one of th o fi e rc es t storms I remember. Eve ry now and again 
th o house shook as th e furiou s bl asts ben t aga inst it. I was 
immersed in one of the exploits of Sex t on Blake then ru nniiisin the 
Union Jack . 11 

Our favourites keep cropping up in tho news, don 1 t they? 

* * * * * 
S.~ . Contest . Entry l 

RETURlf TO BAKER STREET 1 1953 
Blake bad been in Seo tland , and was re turning to London feel­

in g rat her ' of f-col our •. Ha was pre tty fit as a rule, but there was 
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a lot of fl u about, and nobody is immune. It was February , and 
his winte r cases had all been st r enuo us. A gang in the dock area 
to smash up; then the sabotage trouble in the ' Queens' . Finally 
this business i n the Orlrneys - smuggling ought to be obso l ete 
these days , but it isn' t . 

He had not elept fo r nea rl y a week and this feeling of 
having caught the flu wae the final st r aw. When he got back home 
he was going to bed, and would stay there fo r a few days . Mrs . 
Bardell should, for once , be allowed to ' coddle ' hi m to her heart 's 
content, and Tinke r could deal with any small matters. And tha t 
was thnt! 

At Peterborough the couple in bis compartment left, but 
just be f ore the t r ain started again , a tall man entered and sat 
down in the far corner . Blake gave him the usua l once- over . "Mm", 
he thought, "servic e type, and a Yank. Just ba.ek from t ho Far 
East , - Koroa poss ibly . Obvious ly a person of authority . Recently 
married, about thirty - five , and worried to bell" . 

"You must be Sexton Blake , the detective, I guess 11
• I t was 

the stranger who spoke. 

to day11
• 

"Why, what makes you think that"? Blake replied . 
"You' re c :iactly liko the photog raphs I'v e se en of him". 
"'I/ell yos , I must admit I bavo been taken for him before 

"What sort of a guy is ho? Protty good I hear. Tho r oason 
I ask i s th a t I'm on my way to sec him. I 1vo got a case for him . 

Bl ake shudde r ed! 
"Oh", he said, "Blake's getting on now. He' s not al l he ' s 

cracked up to be . I have never actually met hi m, but I know 
pl enty about him . Now, if I were you, I sho uld take your case to 
Scotland Yard ". 

''You v;ould , eh? Well perhaps you 'r e right . Those boys at 
Whitehall 1212 certainly do a good job" . 

"None bette r. Ta.Ice my tip , and go th.ore". 
"I guess I will at that . Thanks , pal". 
And Blake leaned back i n his corner w1 th a sigh of satis ­

facti on . He' d be damned if anybody was going to rob hi:n of bis 
fsw days in bed I 

* 4 * * * 
............................ , .................................................................... -, ... , ..................... , .. ,-............................ ~ .................. ,_ ............................. , ... ,, ........ . 
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S.ll . Contest. Entry 2. 

"Draw the bli nds Tinker and sit down" Sexton Bl ake s aid to 
his assistant , "Let us shut out the weather." 

Blake and Tinkor dr ew up th eir cha irs in front of a blazing 
fire in preparat ion for a decent read when the doorbell rang. 

"It's Inspector Coutts , Guv1nor" said Tinke r, 1'I 1 d know his 
dulce t tones anywhere" . 

The door opened an d in walked Coutt s. 
"Don ' t both er to get up , " he sai d , " I havo just called fo r a 

chat, it ' s raining c a ts and dogs outsid e " . 
Bl ake had put do,m his book and Coutts pi cked it up whilst 

Blake was pouring out drinks for three . 

yarn"? 
"Dr. Uikola" by Guy BoothlJy 11 Coutts read out , "is it a dece nt 

11! rea ll y enjoy the llikola books" said Bl ake , "They are un ­
usua l and I have re a d all the four" . 

"What are th ey about?" asked Coutts , fondl in g the ears of 
Pedro who was enjoying the wamth of the fi r e . 

"Mostly ab out China and Tibet" said Bl ake . "Dr. Nikola was a 
gifted man in search of prolonged life and be had some excit in g 
adventures in the monasteries . It is a part of t he wor l d which 
intrigues me greatly , in fact they nro my fnvouri to books" . 11\101111 

s o.id Cout ts "I think I would enjoy r oo.ding them if you can spare 
them sometime" . 

"You can borrow them when you go 11 said Blake "I don' t do much 
trave ll ing in the Far Eas t myself now, and i t brings back memories 
to read about travels". 

"What ' s you r f avouri te books Tinkor 11 said Coutts . 
"I l ike a good detective story" Tinker r epli ed 11ono about 

elver C. I .D. men, not like some I know" . 
He just escaped the cushion thrown by the wrathful Coutts, 

0 Now, now" said Blake, 11If you o.re not in a hurry Coutts , 
let • e turn the t el evision on and have a quiet evening . 

THE ' M11UAL• BALLOT PRESEl,T POSITION 

Levison at Greyfriars 117; There we re other Schools 115 ; 
The Amazing Caree r of Dilly Bunter 99J Kings of Crine 83; 
Roamings of the P.io Kid 71; The St. Franks Saga 56; 

Stand and Delive r 53 . 
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]'l.2LSO]'I L.2.2 GOLUJ't\rl 
All communi catio ns to ROBERT BLYTHE 

46 1 CAllLETON RD.1 HOLLOWAY I LONDON1 N. 7. 

I must say that things are looking up amongst N.L. 
collectors. Articles are rolling in , which is most gratifying , 
and my pos t has increased enonnously . So much so , that I must ask 
your fo rgiven ess if I seem a litt l e tardy in answeri ng. 

One thing that 1 s rather surprising , in view of some of the 
comments that have a:ppeared in print, ar e the number of letters I 
get from Hamiltonians so.yi ng how they have discovered the N.L. 
Somo writers s how a great doal of knowlod go on th e subject, y o t 
accordin g to the 11wbo1 s who" their only i nte rest is the 1Yag:net1 

or othe r Hamilto ni an wri t ings . 
Can 1t be th a t at lon g last the good old N.L . is getting 

i t ' s righ t fu l pl ace in th e sun? Could be! 
But to busi ness! 
This man th we introduce two more new names to the Column 

bot h of whom ar c completely at home with th e ir sub ject . 
First t hen 1 -

FOR PREFERENCE - TICE NELSON LEE 

SOI.IE PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS by Norman Pr"&!ell 

The vari ous mori ts and de- merits of our favouri to schools 
fonns the basi s of many of our argument s and d.iacllss i ons, so it is 
t he pur pose of this article to pen n few of my own thoughts on this 
subject . 

Way back in the twenties I, like the r est of the boys at 
school was a f erv ent re ade r of the 11Twopenny Bl ood11

, and 1 t is t rue 
t o say that I amongst others made a preference for The Magnet, but 
on one memor able Wednesday th o l ad nox t to me had brought in a. 
Nel son Lee, and it was with onl y idle curio s ity that I off e red to 
swap him nex t day . It could hardly have been a better issue had it 
be en pick ed f or me, fo r i t wos the firet number of the Northest ri a 
seri es , the story of that forgotte n world a t tho North Pol o. I was 
t hrilled by t ha t firs t atory, fo r what s choo lb oy of t hat nge did 
not have a weakness for the fa nt astic . It was that day I gave up 
The . Magnot_,,fo r .. _Th• ... llelson Le• .. , - .f or} ... could ... only .. a f fo .rd ... one ... - ... a ....... .. 
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step I never regretted, ac I continued reading the old paper right 
to the last iss ue . 

It is perhaps a little easy today for us who are approachifl8 
middle or old a.go t o be too critical of this type of story, but at 
the age of e leven I was only interos t ed in adventure and th o unroa:l, 
and th o Nel son Le e certainly gave me something I bad not t asted in 
The Magnet or Gem. 

I can well remember some of the e:J:oi t ing stories that 
followed the Nortb es tria series - The School Train and the St . 
Frank's Afloat Yarns, and the more dramatic tn>e of the Alan 
Castleton, and Harry Grc sho.m stori e s. Thes o ind ood gave me evory 
satisfaction. My thirst for this type of story took me into tho 
past , r.he n I obto.in od s ome of the earliest s e rie s ? and was able to 
read tba t great Ezr a Quirke classic , - what thrills we had reading 
of t he devilish machinat i ons of the magician pitted against the 
brains and ingenuit y of Browne of the Fifth . 

When the eventual end of the Nelson Lee came I was hurt and 
per haps even bitter for I could not believe that I was no longer 
able to get my !lels on Lee on Wednesday morning. I wM insul t od, 
too by th e wretch ed announcement that my papor was to be incorp:,ratai 
with T~o Gem, but I did buy th e next issue only t o fe el Mhamod at 
th o pal try f ow pages The Gem gsvo to my schoo l. 

I am considerably older, and I hope much wise r than I was in 
those earlier days , but I sti l l get the same pleasure out of read ­
ing the Nelson Lee as I did s ome twenty ye ars ago, and that 
Northes tria se ri es, \"thich I have read and ro- roa.d a doz en or so 
ti.mos, ncvor fail s to give mo tho samo thrill o.s it did when I was 
given my fil"Gt copy at s choo l, and s o in conclu s ion I would e ny 
that fond as I am of Grey-friar s , St . Jim ' s and Rookwood , for me it 
will a l ways be - St. Fr a nk's for ever, 

serie s . 

* * * * * 
And now a description of one of the l esser known of tbe old 

"THE SCHOOLBOY AGITATORS". 

An appr eciatio n of th e series published in the 
Nelso n Lee Li brary Nos. 250/ 2 55 March/April 1920 . 

by Charles R. Churchi ll 

Amongst t he many series of st ories in the first series of the 
·~ .............. -............ ._ .. ,_ ... .,., ................. ,.-...................................... ,.,, ....... , ... , ........... ,_ ..................... ~ ....................................................... ..,.,...,, .... , ........ . 
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Nel son Lee Library , the one about t he servants ' strike appea r s to 
hav e been almost lost in obl ivion, I th ink this a grea t pity- as, 
in my opinion, the sto ri es are well wri ttcn and as good as any- of 
the moro famous a er i es , about whi ch we so of t en bea r. I know that 
no myste rious new boy ar rives nor any particular ly momentous 
happeni ngs occur . Neve rth e l ess the tales are inter est i ng and con ­
tain many humourous i nc id ents . 

In the f irst three numbers , we r ead how the boys discover 
that the St. Frank ' s staff are di scontented about their wages. The 
se rvants aro almost ready to st rike having had no i ncr easa in 
aalari os fo r somo con s id cr abl o time and arc rec e iving l ose than 
thoso a t Bannington Grammar School , n much inferior esta blishmont 
t o St . Fr ank ' s . Si r Roger Stone , t hen Chainnan of the Governo r s , 
i s appealed to , but turns down the servants ' request f or con ­
side r a ti on w1 tbout hesitat ion . Backed by promises from t he boys 
of fu ll eupport , n strike takes plac e . Sir Roger is furious at 
t his 11t'1daci ty" and dismisses the whole staff. We ar c tbon am11sed 
by the of forts of the boys at bodmnki ng and preparing the moal s, 
Hand.for th produ ces a curr ant puddi ng and is great l y dismayed when 
n dish is broken by bis mast erpiece dropp i ng on it! Timothy Tucker 
is prominent hereaboutst making many apeocbes to the strikers in 
an endeav our to keep up their moral e. Some of thes e speeches a.ro 
r eally amusing . 

When Sir Roger engagee a loc a l re place ment staff the boys 
dispense with it by escorting the whole lot from the premises mor e 
or less forci bly . Sir Roger then arranges for a fresh set of sel'­
va nt s to come from a dis ta.nee and a.rri ve in the middl e of tho 
night, Nipper & Co. get wi nd of this and spo il the proceedings, 
at l east from Sir Roger' s poin t of view by arr ang in g for the new 
people to be "diverted" to a false address . They th en take their 
place s in disguise and arrive a t the school at night , to be wel ­
comed by Si r Roger, until be secs th em in the r ov e1<l1ng light s of 
t he Sorv ants ' Hall. Aft er this f i asco the schoo l is disban ded 
ear l y for the Eas t er holidays . 

In the next s to ry, 11st . Frank' s at 'Appy 'Arnpstead.11
, we 

read of the adventures of Nipper & Co. on llank Holiday at t he 
f amous "Heath ". This is a very good ta l e in which we read of 
troubl e on the "Roundabout" with Handy and Fa t ty Little and the 
mystery of littl e Bobbie who want ed to kis s Handy , This little lad 
eventually gets kidnapp ed and is rescued by llelson Lee with the aid 
of Nipper .. & Co ....... _ .............................. . __ ..... _ ............ ................................................ ........ ........................ ... . 
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When St . Fr a ri.lc' s r e- opens th e boys are s t agg ered to fin d 
another new staff instal l ed and sevore penal ties threa ten od for any 
i nterf e r en ce . Thi s now staff , howev e r, contains a few "black she ep" 
and Nol son Lee r ec og:-iisos on e or two of t horn as habitual crimi na l s. 
Two of these pl an t o rob the Head' s safe , believing it to contain a 
parcel of jewe l s , This , howeve r , is a trap laid by Nelson Lee and 
when the prec i ous two turn up one night t o br eak the s:i.fe th ey a r e 
surp ri sed by the Schoolmas t e r-Det ecti v e . Due t o an accido n t t hey 
manage t o eecape and fl ee by the undergr ound passage to Willard ' s 
Island. 

In th e mean t.i~0 liipp e r had hit upon a very pretty scheme to 
e nd th e strike . The boys, incognito , impri so n Sir Rogor Ston e in 
th o cellars of Will ard ' s Folly, hopi ng th at after a few hours th e re 
he would acc ed e to th e strike rs ' demaDis . 

When visitin g Sir Roger l ater the boys discover about the 
intended robbery and di s close t~emse l ves to th e baron e t i n orde r to 
tr y and pr·ev ent it , They meet the cro oks in t he old tu s.nc l un ­
oxpoct ed ly and a f i gh t ensues . Nel son Leo arrives in time t o can ­
plotc th e capture of tho fu gi tiv cs , Si r Roger is thus br ought to 
hi s sense s by th o sho rtcomings of hi s new st aff, Ho gracefu lly 
give s in and grants t ho old st aff th eir r e ins tatemen t with a n in ­
crease in salaries <Jf one hun d red per cent instead of the f ifty per 
ce nt aske d for by the st rik e rs . 

So ends a v ery div erting seri os and I cannot und erstand why 
it was ncvor cons idered good enough for r e print i ng in th o 11S0boo l­
boys ' Own Library". 

* * * * * 
Owing t o pros ouro of space I ns t month the answe r s to the quiz 

couldn't a ppea r, but he r e they a re, if you haven I t forgotten the 
questions , by now! 

1. 16 . 
2. (a ) Reggie Pitt (b) Enoch Snipe (c) Huber t J arrow (d) Timothy 

Tucke r (e) Nippe r , 
3, Cuthbe r t Chamo9rs , 
4 , E.O , Handforth. 
5, Caleb Droone was the r ea l name of ' The Night Owl1 lea.der of the 

Al li ance of 13 ' du r ing tbe ti me U.S. Adams was i ntr oduced . 
6. 22 + 1 story rep rint ed as a serial. 
7, Study J , Alec Duncan, Hnrry Gresham , U. S . Adams. Study L, Nick 

& Corn Tr otwood , Jame s (Fntty) Little , Stu dy 6. Bus t srfie l d 
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Boote, Porcy Br ay , Walte r Denny, · study 15 , David Morrl ll, 

Fred llarriott , Enoch Snip e, Ancien t West, llodom & East 

Houses roapectivo l y. 
8 . l!bonazcr Binks . 
9 . llllrshal l 's , Wragg,, and School Bouse. 
10. Ter ro r by Night , U.J . 1357. La to r l ongtbonod into a sor1al 

' Tho Case of the Antlered 11:in' in the "Dotectivo Weekly" and 

finally as a novel und or the aame name. 

Our ol d friend Ron Burrows turned up trumps again w1 th a 

nea rl y all cor r eot answere , getting 20 points ou t of a possible 25, 

Nice work . 

[et ter 13ox 
FRAJll( RICHARDS' IIONTHLY Lll'l'TER 

February 14th, 1953, 

Dear Herbert Leck en by, 
llany thanks fo r the C.D., very handsome indeed in i te new 

guise. I like Bric Fayne ' a article a 11pu.nsent 11 as you describe 1 t s 

and I couldn ' t agree more . 
Critics of the kind to which he r efers de r ive al l thei r 

ideas , such as they are , from George Onoell , who bad a so r t of 

obsess i on fo r deao rib i ng othe r wri tore as out of date. He even 

applied that desc ription to P . G. ll'odehouso, I aeom to remember, 

and surely P.G. is · ahe ad of the times rather than behind them , 

This worthy c r itic thinks -- if the word "thinking" can be 

applied to bi s c,en tal processes -- that anything that baa appeared 

fo r a considerable time muat necessari l y be 11out of date" . No d.oi>t 

he would r egard Will i am Shakespeare as vary much out of date, 

Hor ace hopelessly so, and Homer too utterly an t iquated to bo ovon 

r<>momborcd in the Graphic offico , llaeaulay rema rks somewhere that 

Hocner ie as fresh aa ever after three thousand years, and I can bear 

my own testimony that Qui ntus Horatius Flacous is still as fresh as 

a new-l aid egg afte r two thousand , And I believ e th e r e are still 

p&opl o about who road Shakospcare , Actually, of course , tho whole 

thing dopcnda on the writing , and whothor it 1e t:ru o to human 

natu r o , lie well - written book ovor could be "out of date" . This 

app li es not only to tho masto r- sp ir i ta I bnvo montion od1 but to 
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l i ght literature al s o. Ha.e anyone si nce Stevenson wri t t en a better 
treasure - island s t o :-y t han his, which is as ol'a as Frank Richards' , 
and much older than Bi lly Bunter? Have any of Doyle's more modern 
imitators eve r eq ualled "Sherlock Hol mes"? No doubt the Graphic/ 
Sketch c ritic woul d pref e r Monsi eur Poirot or Lord Peter Wimeey as 
more u p to date ! His critic ism r eca l ls to my mind so me l ines of 
Pr iori a wr it er wbor:1 he would probably regard w1 th much contempt 
for having been quite a long time in print s 

"Let him be kept from paper, pen, and ink, 
So tha t be ce as e to write, and l ea rn to thinlc ! 11 

By the bye, th e r e i s a spot of newei it i s probabl o that by 
nex t Christmas 11Billy Bunt or ' s Own" annua l will be ko oping compan y 
i*:i th Tom Merry ' s ()l.m. B:S. of cours e , wil l fi l l a considerable 
spoc o i n the now annua l, bu t th o r est of the conte nts wi l l diff el' 
entirely from T • .,.o, Among oth er 1 tem s, the Rio Kid wi ll ride 
again - - - I hope that some of Ralph Redway ' e old r eaders wi ll be 
pleased to sae him bitting th e tr a il once t.1or e . 

With kindeo t regards, 
Always yours since r e ly, 

FRANK RICHARDS, 

********* ** **** *** ***** * ******** 
T~e A!Dalgama tad Pr eos 'a r op ly (?) to Jlerseyside , 

D.B. Wobs t or , Esq ., 
Old Boys • Book Cl ub, 
Li vorpo ol 22 , 

6th February, 1953, 

Dear Si r 1 
Thank you for your letter dat ed 31s t . Janua ry. 
I am glad tha t you and your contempo r a ries have had so much 

pleasure from the stori es in the GEM and t he 1,!AGIIET. 
You will find tha t th e r e is an adventur e of Billy Bunter 

each we ek in the KNOCKOUT, Md a St . J im 's adventu r o , und e r the 
tit l e of TOM MERRY'S SCHOOLDAYS enc h wook in th e SUN. 

With kind regards , 
Yours fai tbfUlly, 

Tho Edi tor . 
(About as e ncou raging as e r ejected man usc ri pt . - H.L . ) . 
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