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FBOl! THE EDITOR'S CHAIR 

Elm OF A PARTNERSHIP. As he has stated in bis section my co­
edito r is re luctan tly ~ompelled to c ease contro ll ing it . That I 
am sorry goes without say in g. 'Tis nearl y seve n years since we 
s t a rt ed to pl an the C.D. and eve r si nce his copy has come a l ong , 
sometimes a little late, but a lwcys in time to take i te a llotted 
si x pages. I · recall hil:i say i ng too "How about pu bli shing an 
Annual at · !lbout 2/6d . ? I' ll stan d a fi ver towards expenses" . Well 
we got t o work on t ha t Annua l bu t as 1 t deve lo ped it was obvious 
it was going to cost much more than "half a dolla r " and I can 
revea l no.1 that he had to fork out tha t fiver. From t hen on a.a 
you a ll know it' e be en a real success story. 

Well we must keep the Blakian a flag · flying. Fort'11lately 
Maurice hopes to c ont rib ute a mont hl y l ette r, nt l east; a.nd I 
h ope all othe r Bloke f nns wi ll get busy with a rti cles so that 
t ~e ir ,,se c ti _on ... wil l .... gc t ... thei r ... fai r ... quot n . ........ ~l easc ... se nd .. direct ... to ......... . 
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me, f or the timo be ing at an y rate. 

* * * * * 
YES, I'IIAT IT AGAIN. Sadly I must report that the re are still 
somo ' Annual ' sub s to come, with me busi ly getting togeth ~ 
material fo r the next one. Well as this is not an unsentimental 
business concern I am no t going to send out any lotters star t ing 
11If this account i s - 11

, a l l th o same I am s omewhat disheartened. 

* * * * * 
CORONATION! For some time now I hav e been working on the id ea of 
making our Jun e is su e a specia l Coronat i on number with r eviar.a of 
old papers publi shed at th e t ime of Corcna t ions of t he past. Eric 
Fayn o has kind l y promi sed to deal with the Gems and the Magnets so 
it goes without saying that Baoil toniana are in f or something good . 
Goi ng further back st ill , I possess a go rgeous doubl e number of 
the Boys Fri end publis hed on the occas ion of th e crewing of 
Edward VII, and Har ry Stabl e r hr,s spent qui t e ll l ot of ti me turn ­
in g up ot her pap ers of that period , th o J est er , Chums, B. O.P . e tc. 

Now the r e may be more of you who possess papers which marked 
the three previou s Coro nati ons of the present century . If you have 
and you could send me a few cri sp detai l s i n ord er to make tho June 
number a reall y uniqu e one , I s hould be mos t grat eful . 

* * * * * 
FI NE EXAIIPLE. You will see fre e, Frank Richa rd s I in t eresting le tte r 
in this i ss ue that he re ceive d over 250 l e tt ers at Christmas tim o 
and that he is deter.ni ncd to answe r eve ryon e i ndivid ually. Ne,,, 
when one think s of hi e advan ced years and th e hours ho must s pend 
a t his typewri t or turnin g out stories , this is a r omarkable and 
prai se wor thy ro so l ve. 

I haven ' t much to complain about where r epli es to le t ters I 
have written are c onc erned , but quite oft en f el l ows say to me "I 
wrote to so- and- so weeks ag o and he bas nev e r r epl i ed . 11 ~ 
blushing ? 

* * * * * 
BOUQUET FROII FLEET STBEET. Here 's what George !.!ell of Darlington 
said t o me i n a let te r recently :-

"ir'he edit or of " Reveil l e " ca.me to se e me last Wednesday, and, 
while lo oking round my l i bra ry I s howed him ;rour Annual. You may 
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be inter ested to know th at he expressed surprise at such an 
ambitious publics. t ion and tho genera l exccl l onco of i te appea i­
anco . High praise I should say !. " 

Encouraging , isn ' t it , coming from a professional? The ki nd 
of comment which puts me in good fettle for the day . We shall 
have to let "Reve il le" edit or see the next Annua l. 

You will be intere sted to bear t~eorge has bad over 160 
ar ti cles accepted by th at lively week l y . 

* • * * * 
A HUNDRED YEARS OF BOYS' J OURJ!ALS. There ' s not the slightest 
doubt of the demand for this in the nex t Annual both by new and 
old read.ere , and the majori. ty are in favour of i t being in alpha ­
betical order, \ilell , I'v e already got down to the task of pre ­
paring it, ond needless to say I am nnxious to make it as compl e te 
nnd correct as poss i bl e. Last time tbere wer e quite a number of 
papers of which we had no , or incomplete infonnatio n. curiously 
en ough thi s mainly applied to those which were runn in g between the 
two wa r s. There was a surf e i t du rin g t hos e years, of cou r se, a 
number havir .g very short li ves . However , a l ittl e l ater on I will 
l et you know of any on ~·:hich I r equi r e deta i ls and appea l for your 
kind assis t ance. 

Yours sinc e r ely, 

HERBERT L ,CKENBY • 
. ... , ........................................................................................................ .,, ..... -........ , ............................................... , ......................... . 

SALE: Magne ts, S.0.L ' s. , Ne l son Leos , Monster Lib e.nd many 
sim i lar old boys ' books . 
G. HIGHTON, 14 Greyhound Road, Will esden , Londo n, N.W.10 . 

Various Old Boys ' Pape rs for SALE. State wants , Wanted, pr e ­
October 1938 11Cba.mpions 11 week l ies • 

... A, ... HOR.SEY I .... 60 ... Salcom be .• Road.,.} '.'al,tbams tow' ··· London, .. E, 17, ................ ..... .. 

~: Up to 5/ - each, samples Cbuckl.es, Jester, Lot 0 1 Fun • 
... E •• V • .. HUG~.' ...• East ···Fro nt· ··Rd, ... Pogb:llll_ BeClch, .,.Nr.Bognor. Regis , &>3ser.. 

~: "Bob Cherry' s .Barring Out 11 Your own pric e paid, 

... "ROBBY", .... 13 .. Raph ael ... Road ' .... Ho:ve ... 3 , , Suss ox . ....... ,. .................... ., .. .,._ .............. ,__. ...... ~ ..... . 

ADVERTI SE IN THE C. D. - ld. per word . 
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Jhe Men Wh o Wrote for -:Boys 
!lo . 9 - IIENllY T . JOHNSON 

• * ~ 
by !IERI!ERT LECKENBY 

No doubt some of you will remember a play produced some years 
ago called "Young England ".. It was one of thoso patriotic "For 
England , Home and .Beauty" melodrama.a so popular in an earlier less 
c;nical ogo . I t was , of course, intended to bo t aken seriou s ly, 
but alas! the gallant speechos of the hero and the throe.ts of th e 
moustecb ed villo.in wer e rocoiv ed with cat cal l s and derisiv e 
l aughte r . All round it l ooked like being a complete frost . Then 
someone bad a brain-wave. Why not play for the l aughs, though 
pretending to be doing it seriously? The idea was acted upon; 
i t was instantly a roaring success, it got a l ot of publicity end 
had quite a l ong run. 

This just to introduce Henry T. Johnson, that prolific writer 
of boys • stories in the days when songs like "Good- bye Dolly Gray" 
and ttThe Absent-Minded Beggax" ~,ore popular. The yarns he wrote 
were voted great stuff; that was ovident for be was kept going 
hammer and to ngs for years . Unlike many of the stories of our 
youth which havo stood tho test of ti.mo, H.T.J's . aro read now 
with an amused smile; thoy seem oh, so old-fashioned , just as 
"Ba.st L}me11 would i f put on at the Palladium. Ri a characters were 
incl i ned to strut and make speeches , his villains were as black as 
pitch , his heroes 100 per cent perfect, bis heroines as pure as 
the driven snow. Nevertheless he was a dear old chap , a good 
citizen and we who remember him have a soft spot for him. 

His best known stor,y was undoubtedly "The Pride of thQ Ring" 
which first appeared in t ho 11:F\mny Wonder " near the close of the 
ni neteenth century and ran for thro e years. Thore was lll1 unusual 
circumstance about this stor,y for round abou t 1905 it was pub­
li shed in book fom at 6d. by the Aldino Publish i ng Company and 
again by them in tho DiOJDond Library at 3d. Ye t later still tho 
!me.lgamatod Pross ran it :ig"...in e.s a seria l in tho Boys• Realm 
Spor ts Librar,y wi t b the title changed to "Tbs !Cing of the Ring" . 
Here it was much abridged. 

The same kind of thing happened with one or two othe r of 
_Henry T • . Johnson ' s .. stories . .... It . wou ld , a.11;pear .. he , wa.s. a .. B?Od ............... , •. _ 
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business me.n and held on to the oopyrigb t, 
Her e are a couple of e,cmpl as of H. T,J • a melodTBl!Jtic etyle 

taken !ran "The Pri de of th e Ring". 
"Sir , rep l io d Sir Henry, "whatever may bo tho purpose of 

thie f i endish conspi r ac y in which you e.nd your coll eagues o.ro 
ongo.god, I will ask you this - do not insu lt me as well o.a 
in jur e ce, give me the nme l'v o born e honourably a ll my life 
and which my ancesto rs for centuries have borne s tainless 
before me. 11 

The reason for the ou tburet was a villainous docto r had Sir 
Henry tra pped in an as ylum and would insist on cal ling him ll r . 
Smit h , taki ng pinches of snuff the while . Wben the Lady Do?TlngtDn 
hea r s of her husband ' s plig ht abs lamente th ue , -

"Ellie! Elli e! ebe crie d , hiding her bead on th e breaet ofthe 
girl she love d like a daughter, "What aho.11 I do - what eha ll 
I do ? Bo was so doa.r t o mo - we wer e boy and girl swooth oarta ! 
We have lived a happy wedded life, sha ri ng each othere joys and 
so rrows for nigh on fi ve- and-twenty yea.re, and they have take n 
him from me ! What shall I do? \'/bat shal l I do? 

"Hope and be brave" said Ella.line. 
l!eedlese to ea;r the de-roted pai r were eventually r e-united, 

the villain got bis deser t e and all ended happily , 
On !lay 16t h , 1908, a aeria l "In the Limeli ght " by H,T. Jobnem 

e ta rt ed in the "Big aidget" , To mark the occ asion t he editor, 
Arthur Brooke , gave soma i nteres ting infomation about him, I'll 
quot ei -

"Henry· T. Johnson - is thoro an.y namo be tt e r known in the 
world of popular s to ri ea? Born aomo fifty yeore ago at 
Wolverhmpton , H.T. J, too k to th e pon almost o.a a duck tak es t o 
wa.ter. At any r o.to at the early age of fourteen, verse s of hie 
appeared in Ll oyd' s Week ly Newspaper and from t hat time the r e 
have been very few weeks when something of Kr. Johnson ' s has not 
been publi shed in some paper or other. I often think how llr, 
J obnson mus t have boen eve rythin g 1 t is pos sib l e to be 1n th e 
world of l e ttere , He has written verses, ski ta , bucour of all 
so rt s , plays, and I do not suppose thoro is a man livi ng who hnB 
tu.med. cut oorc sto ri es. He baa bee n an Bdi t or, and is Ono now 
for th a t mat t er, I could go on te ll ing you wbot llr . J ohnson hns 
beon and ha.a dono to tho end ot this column . On one occas i on 
during the run of a J ohnsonian play, th e l eading acto r, through 

•.. illneu !...: ould not . &.l!J."'ar, • It WB8 .• the . author hims e lf . who. toolc,,_ 
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the actor• s pl ace and played the part r ema.Ii<ably well, too. An­
other lit tle side story that will bear re peating is that of how 
llr. Johnson saved a lady's life at consider able risk by swimming 
out into a stormy sea off Boulogne. For th i s he was r ewarded by 
the vellum certificate of th e Hoyal Humane Soci e ty and Mr. 
Johnson today is as busy as evor, a hard worker, a spor tsman to 
hie finger-tips and nn all-round jo ll y good f ellow. " 

Hanry T. Johnson wrote sov ere.l otho r s t nge stori es incl udi ng 
"Phil Glad,vin - The Schoo lb oy Aotor" in the Big Budget ten years 
earl ier than "In the Limelight" , and "Kit Kembl e Call - Boy". 

Ba.mil ton F.d.wards, that famous editor of the Boys' Friend and 
many other papers must also have had a good opini on of H.T .J. for 
he used many of his e tori es , They i ncluded "The Drudge of Draycctt 
School" (Boys • Friend) "Lonesome Len" and "Lonesol'.!lc Len at 
Cambridge" (Boys • Horald), "Tho Footba ll Kings" nnd "Tho Almost 
!Ian" (J es t er) , "Tho Boy ShoJ>-koepe 1" (Boye ' Realm) and se veral · 
11To.loe of Si ggor ' s Circus" als o in the Ree lm. 

H.T.J . was probably at hie best when wri ting historica l yarn s 
for there his picturesque style did not seem eo unnatural and 
ei:aggeratod. One can recall 11Through Traitors Gate " i n the Big 
Budget , fi nel y i llustrated by Val Readi ng, and "The King Sha ll 
Have His Olm Again". 

I think it was He.mil ton Edwards t7ho onc e ,ion tio nod th at 
Henry T. Johnson had serve d fo r a ye ar as Mayor of Bazcrner smi th, 
and ·nas very proud of tho honour. 

If he '7as abou t fifty i n 1908 he would have been v ery near 
t he century now if s till alivo , but I am a.fro.id be laid domi his 
pen for ever quite a number of years ago . 

100 PENNY IIARVELS for Sale , Nice copies , l /6d . each . 1912 to 
1915 . Gems fo r Sale . 
WANTED, St , Jim I a Pl ucks , 10/6d. each off ere d . Penny Pl ucks , 
1905 etc ., 3/ - eac h offe red , Diamond Library Ke t tle &: Co. 
stor ioe 3/ - each of f orod , Boys Friend 3d. Libr aries want od 
10/6d. offere d. 
WANTED, ,,i. Gem, No. 3, 10/6 d. off er ed . Havo No. l Penny Oom 
f or cxcbango. 
RICHJJ!l) WHORWELL, 29 Aspind en Road, Hothe rbi the , London , S.E.1 6. 
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C LD .80Y5J BOOX C:LU.8 
LOID OII SECTIOII 

l!arch 15th 1953, 
Once ngain we met at Boat DJlwich. Chaimnn Lon oponod up 

t ho procecdill88 in his usu al good mmmor , AB no now pl oces for 
meetings have come al ong, East Dulwi ch and Wood Green remain the 
two alternate venues, But by kind invitation of Bric Fayne the 
April meeting will be probably held at the llodern School, Surbi to n. 

The usual formalities were soon disposed of and 88 there were 
no queries we soon arriv ed at quiz competiti on time. After an ex­
cell ent repast John Addison conduc ted his Gre:,f ri nra and St, Jim's 
quiz under the agreed arrangeme nt that the winners of these ccm­
peti tions s e t the ones for future mestill88 , .ls John won one laat 
month he compiled a vory good one and winne r Jo hn Goal will compile 
a quiz for nex t month , I waa second and the third place was shared 
by Eileen Reynol ds, Bob Blythe and Len Pnclanan. Bob lbi ter, winner 
of ano t her of les t month's quiz' ccnpiled a general knowledge one 
and this r esulted in a win for Len wit h Uncl e Benjamin seco nd once 
118"in and John Oeal and Charlie Wri ght i n third place, Time fo r 
an elii:,inator, yes in deed and lugent was th e key word , Ron Deacon 
won thi s with Lun second and Bob Blyth e and Bob Whiter in the third 
pl ace , One good effort in this quiz wna Auth or Dickey llugent and 
echool St, Sam's, but as I •Jolly Woll ' Lickem wna not a ll owed i n 
a previous eff ort th is also was not but, judging by th e 181'8h• , it 
was n good effort, Chairman Len then congmtulnted nll present 
for such fine enj oyment, 

A fine exchange and s al e ensued and t hen we a ll went heme 
hnppy sm contented, 

UIICLE BKIIJ Allill 

* * * * * * * 
IIORTB BR !! SBCTIOII 

llee ting, 14th llarch 1953, 
J, ll'teete Bentl ey on opening gave a cordial welcome to Roger 

J enkin s of the London Club, Cbarlee Auck l and of Shef fi eld, both 
atten ding for th e fint tim e o.nd to Tom Bopperton re- appeari ng 
after n eovero illn es s . 
--- The minutes wor o :road nnd passed , and Gerry Allison . gave hie ... 
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usua l healthy report . The cha i nnan, with a twinkle in hi e eye, 
commented th at it would be noted that there was a substan ti al in ­
crease in the libr ary balanc e after the r aid last month - no doubt 
Gerry was preparing for the Annual Meeting nex t month when he 
would have to give an account of hie stew ardship. Gerry didn ' t 
l ook unduly worried! 

Came the long anticip,ted debate . Greyfriars versus St . J i c ' s, 
debaters the star orators Breeze Bentl ey p.itting the case for 
Greyfrian , Tom Ropperton defending St , Jim's. ' Twas a gentleman l y 
contest the weapons beit'lg the -rapier without any sign of the 
bludgeon. It woe almost like eorutf eeying he l oved both mum and 
dad, but mum just a bit better because she was not so str ict, f or 
you seo both antagonists ar o loy al Hamil toniane . 

Nevertholoes , it was a most abso rbing contest l i stened to with 
rapt attention by an audicnco of a ecoro for an hour. It was a. 
tribute to the ek i11 of Tom Hopperton (fo r it wi ll be conce ded that 
the Magnet in the mass bas more suppo r ters than the Gem) that when 
the vote was taken he bad a majority of one, 

As th e April meet ing the Annual General has had to bo brough t 
forward a week , to th e 4th , it may be over when the C.D. i s pub­
li shed , but just in case not I urge al l membe rs to attend if a t ell 
possib l e . 

HERBERT LECKENBY, Nort horn Sectio n Corr es ponden t . 

MIDLAND SECT I O N 

Mcoti ll8, 16th !Jarch 1 1953, 
A good muste r of the faithful, (and tbreo new members), wero 

present to bear a mos t interesting talk by our va l ued Wolverhampton 
Schoolmas t er Member, Yr. Jack Ingram, on s chool mast ers of the 
"Magnet" . He dealt with Messrs . Quelch and Racker illustrating 
th ei r charncters and behaviou r by readings frooi sund ry "J,!agnete", 

Forty min utes went by all too swiftl y, and th e writer' a s ense 
of disappo intm ent when Jack's talk was finished , wns certainly 
shored by all present , We wers vory plcaeod to bea r t hat anothe r 
t alk dealing w1 th Prout ie to b e given at a future date. 

Consequently we gladly gave Mr. Ingram a hea rt y round of 
applause for a most t houghtfu l , comprehensive , and yet entertaining 
account of the cha racters and foib l es of Quelcby and t he "Acid 
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Interee ting general remark.a by Mr. Ingram included reference 
to Frank RichaJ:ds genius for se locting f elici tcus nt1mos. How ap t­
ly Henry Samuel ~elcb and Horace Hacker sui t th o gontlomen con­
corned ! It was suggested that Frank RichaJ:ds shares this gift 
w1 th eucb famous writers as Fie lding, Dickens, and Wodehouse, as 
well as being 11 writer of very high calibre himself. Most certain­
ly no hack writer. 

Before this talk we bad disposed of some formal business. 
This included reference to the reply by the Amalgamated Press tc 
the letter fran llerseyside Branch r egaJ:ding the re-issu e of the 
''188J1et". Thie reply quoted in the March issue of the "C.D.", 
really leaves one speechless, lik e Bunter does the Famous Five on 
occas i ons. 

The meeting bad also agreed tc a sugg estion by Mr. Porter 
that a copy of our own Club "Hewsletter 11 be s ent monthly to ea.ch 
of the oth e r Clubs. 

After Mr. Ingram• e ta lk and a discussion, refreshments and a 
li br ary session conc l uded a well - filled and very enjoyabl e even ing . 

EDl'IARD DA VEY. 

Next mee ting, 20th Apr il, same pla ce , 7.3 0 p .m. Our second 
birthday meeting. It is hoped t hat both llr. Chapman and Mr. Down 
wi 11 be pres en t. 

* * * * * 
IIERSEYSIDE SECTION IIEETING 1 8th March. 1953 

Ther e was an excellent attendance s.t this mee tin g, moro than 
20 being present, in c luding a new mombor, Mr. J. Burke, to whom 
the chairman extended a hearty welcome . Don gave us information 
on various section matters; this was followed by the minutes, etc. 
Then came an open disc uesio n on the Magnet, Gem and Nelson Lee1 
their respectiv e merits (and demerits) were keenly debated and 
analys ed. A census of the members' proforenc ee was tak e n; not 
surp ri singly the Magnet was an easy first, but equally surprising 
was the number who plumped f or the Nelson Lee - we must cater more 
adequately for this section in th e library . 

Bill Horton's clever quiz """ won by Jack Morgan, who hu 
figured amoJ188t the quiz winners quits a l ot of rec ent months . 

The . 11 brary did a roaring trade, and the meeting ended at 
10.15. afte r a most pleasant even ing . F. CASE. Soc. 
, .. , ... .. , ... H .. _ <N ....... . ~ ..... _ .... .,,,._,., ... "'"' ..... "' ·"' ""''""'"'-"' ' "'-'"''- '-""'"-"" '-'°'~"''"""'""'"'"'" '"'-""""""'"' .'""'''"-""" "' """" '" 
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} j F1JJ)J rro f)J F)f1F) 
Conducted by HERBERT LEX;JCEllllY 

* * .. 
Jly word ! that letter from the A.P. in roply to the llerseyside 

Cl ub' s request for the rGturn of the l.!agnot hasn 't half set some 
of the fans fumi ng. If tbo write r' e ears haven ' t been burning 
it 1o a wondor. The resentment is not bocause no bopo of the 
roturn of tho old favourite was given, most of the fellows were 
re signed to that, but because of the sheer absurdity of the reply . 
Here are some quo ta ti ons from one staunch supporte r Edward Davey 
who ~as evidently hot under the collar1-

"l am not wrprisod that they do not propose to re-i ssue the 
good ol d l!agnot, but what is 90 unpardonab l e and in oxcueablo is 
the stodgy purely business like formality of th e letter . 01>­
vious l y it was somebody who doos n' t even know anythi ng of the 
atmosphe r e and charc ( to say nothing of the li tcra:cy merits) of 
the old s to ri os . 

For unint entional and unconscious humour due to a complete 
lack of underetanding, the sugg,,stion that we can got Greyfriare 
in the "Knockout Comic II a tand s alono. Thia egregi ous and 
piffling comic strip haa been running ever since the ''Magnet" 
stopped, but is as like the real Greyfriare as moonlight is to 
sun l ight , or wa tar is to wine . 0 

Well, I don ' t think I need add any more to that. 

THE COVER PICTURES. Quite a number were able to turn up the 
111lagnet 11 from •hich the pi ct ure on last month' a cove r was taken. 
About it llervyn says "It was !lo. 1433 "llzlrry Wharton Wi ns Through" 
one of the Stacey aeries. Stacey is the third character i n the 
illus t ration. In t he original !Ir. Quelch is seated bobind " tree 
in the quad. " 

Of this month ' s be says "Tho illustration should be an easy 
ono fo r 11!18')ot collectore as it was almost the last ineido ono 
exoouted by Leonard Shields. Again to croate conful!ion tho 
illustration is re voreed. Tho figure on the right is lolonsiour 
Charpentier. The t r amp in the centre is Bill Huggins . Vlho is 
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the character on the left and in which particular 11Kagnet" aeries 
did it appear?" 

* • * • * 
Last month I had to ask tor th e writer of an article on 

the en t erta ining topic "The llaenet at its Beat - When?". Well, 
it turned out to be Bon Crollie . Bero it is and having read it 
I am sure you will ~o it is only r ight he sho uld have the orelit. 

THE "lUOIIET," 1915 t o 1917 and 1930 to 1933, 
by Ron Cro lli e 

* * * 
Others have already written about variou s periods in th e 

1111agnet" series , and have given their opin ion on which contained 
the beat stories. 

Some have fronkl:, adm1 ttod that their choice has been prompt­
ed by sentiment , and they plump tor the period during which the:, 
bought the "Kagnet 11 aa boys . Others, and we muet aeaume th at 
these have been lucky enough to have read the majori t:, of th e 
Oreyi'riars stories, attempt to deal with tbs matter trom a purely 
critical angle . 

I have only read about 400 "llaenet" storios though these 
range from tho first to the last and inc lud e at l east one from 
every :,oar from 1908 to 1940 . But I would lik e to compare my 
reaction e to stories trom two different periods that I rend moro 
or l ees e imultM eoue l:,. 

As n boy I bough t tho "Jla8n et" rogu l urly from 1930 to 1933 , a period that has been described by at least one of the unbi as ed 
critics as the beginning of the Golden N!J8 of the Greyfrial'8 
yarns . Soon after I started reading these stories, an old er 
cousin bequeathed me a complete run of t he "llagn et" from early 
1915 to late 1917. I rationed myself fairly strictly with theee 
older issues and it was at least a year before I rend tham all . 

!low the aforesaid unbiased cri tioa "81"9• tha t 1915 to 1917 
was not a good period fo r the "llagn et". They aey that at least 
twenty five per cent ot tho stories were by substitute writers and 
those by llr . Hamil ton were not up to hie beet form . EYen tho 
illustrat ions come in for soma adverse ori tioiam. 

Well , call it shee r perversity on my part if you like, but 
____ ,, ______ ........ ___ ... _______ _ 
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at that t i me I definite l y preferred the oarlio r "M.a.Bnets11 to tboso 
I was buying weekly. 

For one thing I liked sing l e stories better than aeries , and 
still do. Also I was eage r to glean every bit of knowledge that I 
a,uld about the Greyf r iars characters. In the later issues , 
characters such as Squiff, Bule t rode, Rske , Micky Desmond, Ogilvy 
and Russell , Tubb & Co, and Dicky Nugent and his pol s hardly got a 
mention, but they all figured fairly prominently from time to time 
during 1915 to 1917. 

I must say I liked the earlier illustrations too, I n these I 
could always distinguish the various membors of the Famous Five 
from one another, but in equival ent illustrations in the thirties 
only Ink;r was a saf o bet. 

Now for an awful confession. Some of the so - called 11i mi tation'' 
Greyfriars stories publ i shed during the Kaiser ' s War I found not 
only readable but thorough l y enjoyable . Among these mey I mention 
"Foes of the Six t h'\ 0 Tbe Boy from South Africa" introducing Piet 
Delarey, n first-r a t e cheracter, "Victims and Victors••, "In Hot 
Water" and the Harry Wharton versus Peter Todd and Bolsover Series 
by J . N. Pent elow. Anybody who having r ead thes e avers th~t they 
are unsatisfactory Greyfriars stories must be very bard to please. 

Of course they a.re not so good as the best of the genu i ne 
Hamil ton stories, and there are sooie fine examples of these in this 
period .. To name a few - "The Scout ' s Victory 11

, "The ~sterious :tlr. 
Mobbs", "Shie l ding a Sca.pegrace 11

, "His Own Fault 11
, "When Friends 

Fall Out", "The Riv als of Greyfriars" , and tho finest of them all -
11A Split in th e Study". 

Of all the Greyfriaru stories that I have read , I enjoyed none 
so much as "A Split in the Study" . This yam tells of an outb r eak 
of temper by \',barton under provoc ation from Skinner which l oads to 
an estrangement of Whc,rton from Nugent. In later years, no doubt 
the eamo e tory would have been stretched into a a e ries l asting for 
oight or nine weeks, but I honestly don• t think th a t this would 
have improv ed it, 

Having eulogised these old "Uagnets 11
, I s uppose it is only 

fair to explain wl:y I didn ' t like t he later numbers so well. 
Well , for one th i ng I found the v arious aeries pro t rac t ed to 

ea:, the least of it . Aft er three or four weeks I used to get a bit 
fed up and wanted to see the bogus fonn master exposed, or Barry 
flhar ton & Co. re -united in friend s hip as the case might be . 
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Also, the Gre:yfriars fello ... s seemed to apend tar too much 

time on holidaya in general and tripe abroad in particular. Attar 
all, if I wanted to read atoriee about adventure in China or 
Darl<est African there were plent7 available at that time in other 
papers. I bought the ''Magnet" to read about Grsrfrlars. Again, 
!unter came into even more unwelcomo and unpleasant prominenoe 
during the holidars than he did a t Grorfriars. 

There were single • t ories i n the thirties of course, hut I 
found th,.. slender in pl o t compared w1 th the powerfu l ,arns ot 
1915 to 1917, and nohod7 apart f rom :amter, Coker and the Bounder 
eot much of a show if one discounte the everlasting transitocy new 
boys such as Tracy, Ste.or, Cholmonde l e7 and the rest. 

I don't think that m, reading of "llagnete" puhliehed during 
th e thirtio s would hav e mado me a Groytriars en thueias t. But the 
st ories ot the 1915 - 1917 poriod combin ed with J . 11. Pentelow•s 
magnifie ont Groyfriars Galler, kindled in mo a dosiro to read tho 
onrliost 7sm s of all. In fact, I beli ove tho.t at th e finish I 
continued buying tho "llagnet" 1n th e hope that or.o dey thoy would 
s t a rt re-printing tho old stories in th o slllD0 manner that tho "Gem" 
did with the St. Jim's yarns . 

Well , there are mr opi nions, and though many won• t "8N• w1 th 
th,.., at l east they cannot be open to the charge of being in­
fluenced by sentiment . I could not vocy well be said to be 
eontimontal about an ago I never knew. 

I liked the later numbers well enough, but I thought lightly 
enough ot them to give th... all ,,.ay eventually. But I have hung 
griml y on to most of the 11Red11 and the 11Blue & White" 11lagnete 11 to 
this day, an! I • till tind pleasure in reading and re-reading th<D 
OYer and ov er age.in. 

* * * * * 
POTTID PiBS011ALITIBS. Nos. 5 and 6 

by Erie Fayne 

* * * 
IWlliiRS AllD LOWl'IIE!I. 

Tbougb it is usually acceptod that "Two' s compllny, Three's 
none", the friendship which erlet ed among tb s Terribl e Throe was 
ono ot the most convincing highlighte in the St . Jim's atocy . 
Three chums of vacy1ng tastes, - Tom lien, wbo lived and breathed 
sport, Harr, ~ers who was mad on photograph)', and llont, Lowther 
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who v,as a cinema fnn, - were neve r the l ess he l d togethor by some 
common bond. Such thing,, do happen, even in real life . Proba bl y 
Manners and Lowther were held by a mutual affection and loy~l ty 
for Tom Morry . 

Manners and Lowther were both at Clavering when Tom Merry 
arrived in his famous velvet sui t . For a time , Lowther dropped 
f rom the s iory , and Tom Merry and Manners were known as the 
"Terrible Two". 1tonty bed been removed from St . Jim:1 s by his stern 
uncle, but , i f my :.iemory is not at fault , he returned to the schoo l 
in di sguise and csused some hi l arious mome nt s beforo his dec,3pti on 
was disc overed . (In lat er years, both Levison arnd Mornington 
followed his example , and r etu rned t o th eir r es pectivo schools in 
disguis e and under other names). 

From the beginnin g , Monty was the bappy-eo - lucky member of 
the famous t ri o , and possessed an irrepressib l e sense of humour 
which showed its el f in bad !'ln• which tickled us iumensely as th e 
years passed by. In the earlier tales, Lowthe r was the cacie r a 
fi end , too . 

Though Lowther al ways play ed a larg e part on tho St . Jim ' s 
stage, it ••a.s but rnr e ly that th e lim eli ght swung vory fully i n bis 
direction . in outstand ing story in which he figur ed, however, was 
"ST!GE STRUCK" 1 abou t 1912 1 when be ran awey froc school to pley a 
part in a musical cocedy 11The Counter Girl 11

, in which t hat very 
thirsty gent l eman, Mr. Curl l, was appearin g as l eading man. It 
was a grand tale, which, in later ydars, would have .oade a fine 
seri es . 

On another occas i on, a ye ar or two later , we found Monty 
answering 11The Cell of tho Cincrna11

, when ho became a pianist and 
accompanied, on tho piano, the sile nt filc:is. Soon after thi s we 
found bis impressionable heart beating bard at the presence of lierr 
Schnieder • s nioco, but Monty Wf'.S uncbl o to r esist guying the Gorman 
Mas to r in a play which the juniors produced, r.nd be tboroby blotted 
his copy- book so far "" th o fair niece was concerned . It was 
probably as ,:e l l , 

A clever pen- picture of Monty came in the early 'rwenties , in 
the exoe l l ent 11Holly Lodge11 series. Monty's uncl e was kidnapped, 
and we saw that the irresponsib l e boy really had wann affection 
for the severe uncle whom he bad s ometimes f e lt to be so unreason ­
ab l e in bis outlook and demands. 

Tho charact er of Harry t.5:annors uas core devo l oped in tho 
closing yoar . of tho Gem., .. when_ ho _seece d to .• be .. ~fted with ,a .}'.2.e!'-: •. 



·--- ··--------- (112) --------·----

sigh t, nnd porhape c.n obstinacy , euob a.a wo of t en associnto with 
John ny Bull. 

About 1912, tbere appeared in the Gem a stor.r entitled 
11?J.ISUNDERSTOOD11

, in which Manners won his fam ous camera by pe~ 
formin& an hero i c deed i n a firo . Thi s story was by & "sub" 
writ er, so probably was not an ar t is tic 11Gem11• But frequently in 
the yeere thet followod, th e ge nui ne Martin Clifford refo rred to 
tbo grc:at occasio n when llll.nnora had '.7on that cacera . 

One of the finest series ever to appear in the "Gem", 
featu r ed 1.!anners abo ut 1918. The opening yarn was "HIS BROTHER' S 
KEEPER", an d in t 'l roe magnificent etorios of th e s erio us type , we 
aa\7 how ?.ia.nncrs' par en t s spoiled their youngeot son and aske d 
heavy sacrifices frOC!l the old er . It was a magnificent scho ol 
atory , beautifUlly written, and it woul d become a school clas si c 
if publ13hed in book fom, as it shoul d be . 

One cannot but fee l that, had the Gem continued llanne re woul d 
have pl ayed a la r ger part in the stories. In the fin e "S1lverson 11 

s eries w! th wbich the Gem curtain wns rung down, WC" sow iiianners as 
tho bre.ir.• of tbe Terr ible Thr oe , - olde r than bis years, and with 
e. fo resight which th e open , une~fpicious Tom lle rry a.nd t he bappy­
go-luck:y Lowther di d not poseess . 

!..."1 cone lusion , l.!anners pl ayed a promi nent role i n 11Tbe 
Scapo grac o o! St . Jim • s" , pro bably tho be st of the post-wa r Tom 
f.:Crry ecrios pub li e l:od by l.landovi ll e. 

ID.GN'E'i' TITLES (cont ' d) 
' 5' denotoe Subs titute 
Sot o : !lo. 1003 "The Complot o Outsi d er" was omi t ted . 
No. 1159 Bunt or the Prizo - llunter , No. 1160 Bunte r tho Ink -Sp l ashe r , 
Jlo. 1161 Rolling in Doll ars, No. 1162 Ga:1gst ors at Groyfriars, 
!lo. 1163 Tho Hol d-up at Gr o,fria rs , No. 1164 Catching :?l.sh , llo. 1165 
Th~ l.;,yetory of t ho Poplars , !lo. 1166 Pop of th o Ci rcus. 

THE I A11!nJAL POLL 1 - RO\, 'i'SEY S'i' AND NOW 
1. There Wero Otbor Schools 133 
2. lnvioon a t Grc:;t'riars 128 
3. Tho Amazing Cn.rcor of ilill y Bunter 117 
4 . Kings of Crime 99 
5. Roamir.gs of th~ P.io 7.id 84 
6. Tho St . Franks Saga 76 
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SEND S.A.E. FOR 4 ?AGE BROCHURE of Old Boys ' Books and Comics 
for Sale. It contains details of over 100 items. 
All at re asonab le prices ; the dearest it em is 42/ - for 12 
Geias 1908-1915. .1.11 New Stuff to Coll ec tors at Bargain 
Prices. 

WM.MARIJN. 93 HILLSIDE, STONEBRIDGE PARK, 
LONDON, 11.w.10. Tel:ELGar 3230 
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CllN iLl1YO!IE SUPPLY llelson Loos of years 1930-1 (1st large 
series) numbers 22, 24, 43, 45, 46, 48 , 58, 64, 67, 113, 
115. 

Wri to, - Jr.CK ifllGHES, 184 Rivorviow J;rive, Chnlrner, S. i'I. 3, 

..... - .. ,- .... , .. _ ........ __ .. _ Bri s bco ! , .. Aus trnl i a • .. _ .............. _.,_ ................. , ..... ..,. _____ ... ,, ............ ,~ .................. ., .. . 

WANTED: "UNIO!l J:.CKS" lies • • 471 and 1503 . 
R. CROLLIE, 8, L,tton Road, Romford , Essex . 

"Marv el" 902- 951 (1921 - 22) 50, Mint. "l!arvel " (19 15-19) 6 Nos. 
"Pluck" ( 1909-11) 7 Nos. "Boy ' s Friond", Groen (1903--06) 3 Nos. 
8 11::Bunter ", 4 "Too !Jerry ", 4 "Gold-Hawk11 Books, All diff ere nt, 
ni.nt. "C.D. 11 No. 31, Bundle very old "B. O.P. 11• £4.15 . 0. The 
Lot . Post Fre e . 17, li.borgarw ~d. , Bryru:ic..ayn, Brid~nd, Glac . 

\/ANTED: ;.ny issu os (in good condition) DETECTIVE LIBR.UlY, 
featuring ;1cl son Loe, Sexton Blake, etc. Serial numbers and 

...•... price _to.=- L . .. P!.CKMllll, 27. lrchdale Road,_East_I~1lwich,. S.E •. 22 ••.•. 

IYAl!TED1 Boys ll88'1zines !lumber 332 onwards. 
FOR SALE: Back numbers 11Colleotors Digest" . 

-· VI ••. DARs'IN 1 _ _76 .. _l'~estern _Rd. , .• East Dene,._Rotherbam 1,_ Yorkshire • .. 

WANTED: Up to lOs ., specimens l!agnet years 1909 - 19151 
.. ,_ E. v'._.HUGHES,) 8 , ... Eaat Fron t._Road, . Pagham .!leach, Bognor Regis . ....... . 

FOR SALE OR EXCl!A!IGE1 Holid ay Annuals 1929, 1930, 1931 , 12/ ­
eech. Chums, 1931 -32 . Young England, 1901, 10/- . ?.!ognets , 
S.0.L's. 
S.A.E . for detail s: - E. l!AGOVEJ(Y (1.liss) 65 Bonthu.m St ., 
Belfast, !lort 1:ern I reb.nd . 

-~-, ................... ~ ... " .... -..... , ....... ' .. , ...... -... -.......... _,. . -.. ~···-· .................... , ......... -............................................. ,., "' 
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Bl FJ Vi J FJ fJ F) 
Conducted by H. l!AURICE :BOND 

10 ERW \'/EN, RHIWBINA, CARDIFF 
....... ** 

THE ROUND TABLE. NO. l. APRIL 195} 
It is with gTeat regret that I have decided to relinquish the 

editorsh i p of "Blakiana" with effect frooi this month. For many 
months I have been labouring under great difficulties as f ar as 
the Bl ake section was concerned. Not only have I bad very little 
time at my disposal to devote to it, but also lack of support from 
fellow Blak e fans have made it very difficult to cRrry on. My 
lo.st at tempt to etir up e littl e interest, the Sexton Blake short 
story contest, has proved a dis mal failure. Out of all the 
supposed keen Blake addicts only thre e managed to put pen to paper 
and concoct something in an effor t to win th e 21/ - prize offered 
for the best story. Befor e going on to other matters I have to 
state bo r e o.nd now that I have no altemativa but to coocel the 
cont est. I am very sorry to have to do this and apologise pro ­
foundly to those who sont in the thr oo attempts , but it is qui to 
impossib l e to go through with it under th e circ=stanoos . 

I woul d like to thank all my good friends for their support 
to the Blake aec tion since the start of the C. D. am would l ike t o 
assure them that I app reciat e their offorts. The fact that my own 
brand of Blakinna i s coming to an end does not mean tha t they have 
to give up though. There will always be room for good articles 
and features relating to the detective and I shall have equal 
pl easu r e in reading th em when they come along, so pleaae do not 
forget t hat Saxton Blake is still THE character in juvenile f1ctim . 
He is the longest :runner and the most written of, so there ie 
plenty of material for you to work on . While thanking you all for 
l et ters and articlee sent during th e past few years I would like 
to apo l ogise for any deficiencies on my part . I know I have not 
answered quite a number of very interesting (and inatruotivo) 
letters from some of you, but assure those of you thus ai'feotod 
that I did enjoy receiving tboee letters . In the future I will 
either ans wer them by post or mention them in this new feature 
wbich .,,.1, intend .. to .. conduct ... eac h montb ... ~rom ... now ... on . ...... .Actually ... 1\ .i~ ,. 
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not an entirely llEW feature for as you know I have used it• a title 
for my edi torlal chat for a l ong wbilo, but frcm now on it iB 
taking a slightly diffo r ent form. 

The new Round Table 11111 diecuse Sexton Blalce matters in 
general. Sometimes it may consist of one article by myself , or it 
might often be made up of extracte from letters received. .Any 
eort of tit bit dealing with Blake will be included and I do wBllt 
to ask you all to sti ll write to me at the old address just as if 
it were still the headquarters of Blakiana. ~t this single 
feature of mine will be much easie r tor me to contro l and will, I 
hope, be of greater interoet to everyone than it baa in tho past. 

Erle R. Parlter. Last month I praised the A.P, for once again 
giving ue illustrations in the S.B.L. and more especially eo be­
cause it once again gave us more ot the work of Eric R. Parker. It 
was therefore with surprise and with some misgivings that I ex­
amined the llarcb numbers of the Library. When I first picked up 
these two now books I thought I bad made a mis toke. For the first 
time for manJ' yo!\1'8 Perlcor we.s :Dissing frcm the cover. What a 
difforcnco I I nm road:, to ndmi t thn t the now ocv ore "re quite well 
done, but I had grcwn eo used to E,R.P, work that I felt a s thotJ8h 
something apprcacbing vandalism bas been ocmmi tted on our favourl te 
magazine. llaybe it is just a flash in the pan am we may expect 
to aes Partcer 1s worlc agnin are long, but I feel very ~ortain 
about this and will not be eatiatied until the Edi to r of the 
Library baa supplied some informs tion on the matter. il though the 
covers were quite g<>od the internal illustrations wore awful . Last 
month I rather thought that Parlccr bad not dono bis beat with tho 
inte rnal 1,ortc1 but after eeeing thoa o in tho l at es t numbors I con­
eidered E,R,P'e work of the bigheet ordor. Pleas e , Mr. Editor, 
give th a t internal a rt ist marching orders, or toll him to pattern 

· hie work on that of his mast er. But wo can do nothing moro until 
eomo dofinito information comos from tho A.P. I .will sec w!,at 
they hnvo to BA;/ about it at Fl co twey House. 

I have just received a very interesting letter !rom Doral< 
Ford of llaccl oefi old . Ho sugg oste that what is noodod i n tho 
present sories of S.B.L. is (a) topicality - Rox Hardingo' e "Caso 
of the African Hoodoo" ie an example, (b) more mystery is wanted, 
pree ont novel s nre so 1ordinacy 1 and etoroot;ypod, and (c) wey not 
have two short Blake novels ins toad of ono lon g ono occasionally? 
Thia \IOuld Ercbnbly moon a bett or vnrioty of authors too . Lastly 
of course t ere _ie . tho r ,o-i ntro2\'"1! .•?A..!!!'.....!!!9_S ... !l.•L., _~:g_on.!,aj,t~141, •. _. 
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Room Chat" to bring that porsono.l noto back. It is a IIUST long 
overdu e , in his opin i on. Conti nuing, Derek says:- Graham Davies' 
"A Bl aldan Dilemma." certainly introduces a novel point, but I 
think the main "dil emma" today with Tinker is the inability of 
some authors to f ea ture hi m. I don ' t think there woul d be any 
ne ed for a change if be (Tinker) were as well por tr ayed as in 
Anthony Sken e 's 11Bronz o Basilisk 11

, which I was r o- reading only the 
oth or day. There is on e S. B.L. by John Drummond i n which be is 
nev er mentioned. Another suggestio n for the A. P. is tba t they re­
introduc e the S. B. Annual as thore seece no chanc e of a we ekly 
paper. Surely that shou ldn 1 t be too venturesome ! I don• t think 
it would help v ery much if Blake appeared in "The Champion" as \Vas 

SU8gested , for the story , unless in serial form, would only be a.s 
long as those now running in "The Knoclc.out11 and I don't think the 
"Champion" ha.s too large a circula t ion these days anyway. The 
bes t booster , in my opin i on, would be a seria l in "Answers" . 

Referring to the latest example of "The Secret of the Snows11
, 

this time by ~,alt e r Tyrer, Derek Ford says that this nov el sbruld 
hs.ve appeared i n "The Oracle Library". Tyrer does not show the 
origina l ity of "The Curse of the Caningtons 11 in bis la test novels. 
He thinks tha t that first effo r t of Tyre r ' s for t he s.B . L. was one 
of t he best st ories in the current series, up unt il now. And I am 
rather inclined to agree w1 th him , for it was i ndeed a s pl endid 
example of the swift moving and baffling Blake story we used to 
have in the old days. A few more tit bi ts from Derek's most 
interesting letter,- "Gorr y All i son shou ld oonsult th e 2nd S.B . 
Annual for his plan of S. B' s home - i ncidentally it shows no clock 
in the bal l! ---- Miss Cicely Hacil ton bas died a t the age of 8o 
- - John Hunter , under the 1Peter Yeriton' banner is doing tho 
story fo r a new strip in 11Tit Bits" - I hope it keeps him busy, 
too busy t o wri to any more of hi s brutal Blak e yarns -- The l a t e 
A.J. Cruse had an article "The lian From Baker Stree t 11 in the 
December 1952 issue of 11Chambers1 Journal". 

I must thank Derek for bis l ett er and trust that the c on ­
t ent s have interes tad you othe r Blake enthusiasts . You c an write 
me as many l e tt ers of that sort as you lik e , they wil l provide 
much interesting material for our "Rowid Table" which I hopo WILL 
really be the medium f or general Blok e discussion that I antici,111te. 

Your opinions of th e new Bl ake lll'tiets , suggestions for im­
provements in the S. B.L. nnd my other mattore of Bl okinn int e r est 
will bo wel come. Cheerio for now. H. JIAURICE B01'D • 

.......................................................... - ..................... ,,H, .......... ,.,,,,,, .. , ............................. ,.. .... , ..................................... ,. •• , ................. , .............. ... 
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THE SKXTON BLAU LIBRABY. IIAl!CH 1953 ISSOBS. 

Beviawod by Oeny Allison . 
* * • 

Thie month' • numbers aro ill uatratod by a now artist. The 
covers are qui to otroctive , both the drawing and oolouri~ being 
good . The interior piotur oa aro "bit c :rude , but on the wbole I 
t hink th e new artist has 40t something. A l e tt e r to the ed itor, 
asldnJ!:. for th e name of the new man has not yet e licited a reply . 
Hope nothing has happened to E. B. P. We con• t do without hill. 

!lo. 283 . THE CASE OF THE AFRICAN HOODOO. Rex Hardinge . 
Well, I did struggl e through this ;yarn, but it IDWlt have put 

a hoodoo on me, f or I ' m bl ess ed if I lcnow what it was all about, 
apart from on attempt to cash i n on the preeent llau-11& tl'Ollble. 
I ehould sk ip it if I were you. If you wont Afri can ;yarns etiolc 
to Bider Haggard or "Sanders of the Biver'' . 

!lo. 284. THE IIIOll'f CLUll IITSTBRY. Bugh Cleve l;y. 
A rath er j erky novel e tte, with a frosh chapt e r on evoey othor 

J>869. 29 of them al to gether in 58 pagoa of script. Dope dealing 
was the main theme, with a couple of l ove- affairs m!.J:&d up in i t . 

Blalca was completely colourless, but there was one ep isode I 
found franlcl y in c r edi bl e . In one chap t er he , BlalcB, appe ars di s ­
gui sed ae on elde rl y wai te r at the nig bt-olu b in question. He ia 
desc ribed thus: ".l tall , bent old man, with white hair, a droop y 
whito moustache , and a big paunch". (Sounds an improbable mixture.) 

l!ut, believ e it or not, the following evening, Blalce boing 
otho rwi so engaged , Tinker makes up ae th o same weird oharecter , and 
replaces hie boas w1 th out anybody no ti cin g the difference I I say 
nobody, because al though we r ead: "Faneha w and llarlc ware the onl.J' 
peop le who noticed the alig ht ( ! ) difference ," llallc bad been 
ti pped off befo rehand. 

"If you noti ce anything odd about Pierre tonight, lceap it to 
youreelt , 11 Fanshaw warned him" Brgo, Fane bur too, was in the 
lcnow. Wibley will have to loolc to bis laur els I 

• * * • * 
( Cont'd from p. 118) 
"Bis Lordship's Valet", "The ltlaaing Huntsman" "The Case of tbe Young Sccreta ry 11

, "The Footman from France ", The Obatina te f.l.tneM!..-X!J.Q.~,SWaw.e.r.~.... ·--- ·---- .. - ............. _ ... _..._ ...... 
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FORGOTTEII - AIID CURIOUS - SEXTON BLAKE YARNS 

By HERBERT LECKE!IBY 

* * 
Delving int o my collection of all sorts and conditions of 

papers some time ago , I came acros s some Sexton Blak e yarns which 
probably th e majo rit y of f ans hav e never hea rd of, or if they have, 
have most likely forgott en, f or t hey were no t very distinguished 
examples to sa:; the l east , J.nyway here' s a 11 t tl e about them, 

The Christm as Doubl e l!umber of the ~ . Union J ack f or 1899 
cont ai ned a complete etory ca ll ed "Val Hilton' s Vow". Val wae 
accused of being guilty of a theft at Barns me:re Schoo l and the 
Head, Dr, Big gl eby bad to, r elu ctan tly, expe l him . 

Blake does not come on th e scene unt il the last chapter., We 
find him readin g a l etter he bad re ceiv ed from Val ' s father, Major­
General Hilton, fighting for bi s country in Egypt , He had appealed 
to Blake to c l e ar bis eon's name. A most int e Nstin g case mused 
Sex t on Blake as he rummarised th e lett er, Just four paragraphs 
l a ter ( twenty odd lin ee) we r ead: -
-- .. His quest was at an end . Tho l as t link in the chai n of 
ev id enc e was forged." 

Tha t must surely have beon th e s lick est Blak e case on :reco rd. 
J.nd whi l s t wa:; bnck in t hoso ~ . days , it' s int or esting to 

se e how that very first Sexto n Blake story i n Marvel !lo. 6. "The 
ll i ssing 14illi ona i:re " was her a lded the week before. The editor gav e 
an ou tlin e of the story and ·said it introduced a cleYer detective 
called Sexton Blake . Littl e did he :reali se what he was giving t o 
the world. 

The:re was a l so a t i ny pictur e of Blake which ea rn s a br oad 
grin today. He was wearing a very heavy overcoat and a bowler hat, 
He looked just lik e a well - fed f a rmer attending a ca ttle market. 

In Vol. 5 of the Boys I Rea lm th er e appear ed a seri es of Sexton 
Blak e ya rn s star ting August 11th, 1906, At first they were abou t 
5 ,000 - 6, 000 word s in length, but th e later ones somewhat shortor, 
Tho gre a t majorit y v;-ere undoubtedly wri tten by w. Murray Graydon, 
but one or two mo.y have been by Mark Darren . Her e a.re the titles: -

0The Ca.ee of th e Opium Smoker", "The Cas e of the Two Leopards", 
11The Case of Lord Avonmore•s Plate 11

, The Case of Lord A:rmadale1 e 
Burglar", The Case of the German Prince ", The Case of th e City 
Office . Boy", The .case .of •. the Rail,my .. Mana§<lr' s. Son", (oont'd ,p. 117 ) ..... 
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nELBon LEE co1un1n 
All comunications to ROBERT BLYTHE 

46 1 C!BLE'J'ON RD. 1 B0LLOWAY1 LONDON1 N.7. 

Jim Sutcliffe , wbo gave you that article on B. 0. Band.forth a 
few mont hs ago, hae turned up trompe again with 8 long arti cle on 
tha t ever popular theme - Barrings - out. At th e smne tim e i t is 
an answer to th ose who have said that Brook' e barring- out seri es 
were mere repeti t i one . 

Here then i s t-

TYRANTS OF ST. FRANKS. 

by 

J AliES SUTCLIFFE 

* * * 
A barri ng out ser i es, ae has been stated in these columns 

befor e, was always a "fillip" to a j ourna l and the fact tha t 
Brooks wrote sii of these series during the 457 schoo l storie s 
that appeare d during the Old Serios , does no t , in mr opinion , seem 
at al l excoasive . 

Al though the basic ide a may be the same in each series , 
Brooks pl ots were of t en uniqu e and most ce rtainly coul d not b e 
call ed repetitions - (a criticism I seem to have beard levelled 
a t Brooks be fore) . For instance, no one coul d cell th e ou tstand­
ing Colone l Clint on seri es a r epetit i on of Bunter the Bun, or tho 
!!ugh Tr ent on se ri e s a ropeti tion of tho l as t two~ Tho Bami11Dnians 
will a ll ego that some of these wer e fa r fetched , bu t if the 
CO!IIIIWlio t School s erie s bad bee n written today it ..,uld not have 
seemed the s light es t bit · fantastic. 

Taking the series in th ei r orde r of appearance, the fir st 
tyrant on the scene was Mr. Kennedy Hunter in the early summer ot 
1918 in O.S. 146-157, at which time Nel son Lee and lli ppor wore 
still in th e ir rol es of llr. Alvingto n and Dick Bennett . "Bunter 
th o Hun", as ho soon became known among tho jtu1iors, took th o 
plac e of llolson Lee as t emporary house-master of tho Anci ent 
House . 
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Actually the whole busine ss WM engineered by Ne lson Loo with 
the intention of tr apping Bunter, whose ant1 - Br1 tiah teachings had 
come to the notice of the Secret Service. (Remember the first war 
was still on). This Lee did, after the Remove had revolted 
against his tyrannical methode end had somo axci ting times in the 
llonae tery ruins and afterwards on Willards I a land, after which 
Bunt er made a dramatic but fruitless attempt to escape . 

The firs t term of 1919 started with a really outstanding 
series , in cy opinion 1 t was Brooke at his very best . Thia was 
the famous Colonel Clinton Series . Now it was tho turn of the 
College Bouse Juniors, who, at first, were sorry to hear that thoir 
popular house-master , llr. Stockdale, had mot with a skating 
accident , but were considerably 11bucked 11 to find that their tem­
porary master was a D.S.O .. straight from the war! 

Right from the very fir st moment he stepped int o the Triangle , 
be began a regime of bullying, harsh, barr ack square methods and 
route marches and drill parades became the order of the day t nnd to 
the nore fortunate re sidents of the Ancient House he became lcno'Ol 
as the "freak" of St. Franks . 

While al l this had been going on, Nelson Lee bad been keeping 
an eye on the Colonel , and it 'kas soon apparent th at there was a 
mystery here, and it was the detective e l ement in this series {and 
al l other Brooks stories) that made it such a fine one , and al ­
though there was no actual b a rring-out agai nst authority, this 
soriee comos to e thrilling conc l usion with a quarrel between Dr. 
Stafford a nd the Colonel after hi s dis miss a l , and the arrest of 
the Doctor on the charge of killing the Colonel. The fact that he 
was innocent and that it was not the Colonel who was killed, the 
amazing siege of Stowe Lodge, end tile ul time.to certifying of the 
Colonel as insane, a ll made up this fine series in O.S . 187-1 94. 

Next on the scene came Kr. Howard Martin, a tempor ary bead.­
mas tor in o.s. 229- 236. This tyrant made a flying ate. r t by for­
bidding llrs. Bake to sell any l lllUries in the school tuckshop, and 
stopping llr . llinks at the village tucksh op from supplying St. 
Frank s boys at all. 

Next Nels on Lee received the sack but retumed in disguise i n 
No. 231 11The Tyrants' Understudy" as Mr. Simpson Wrott, who on the 
surface seemed a real Tartar, but his bark was worse than bis bite . 

The rebellion ends with the arrest of llr. llartin on a charge 
of robbery, for which bis inn ocent brother had been wrong l y 
accused, ... atter ... a .. cha.se .... in ... which ,,,Detective-Insl?90,tor . Lennard ,,and ........ .. 
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also Nipper take part. 
We now coi,e to a aer ies that, if it bad been written today, 

would have been very topical. The Communist School se rie s , wbich 
appeared in Nos. 336-348, and rmich the critics alW!IJ'S describe 
as fantasti c. I n these days, however, with tho advance in th e use 
ot CU'\188, it seems quite feasiblo that ono such as tba t used to 
tum Doctor Stl\f'ford from a kind bcnovolont hoad-master into a 
sav889 brute could otlst . 

Dosos of Zaxzol, the drug odoinistered by llr. Bugh Tronton 
the now Soienco J.laster, to Dr. Stl\f'ford, produced uncontrolablo 
fits of s:ivago t emper in tho latter, and as th e doses increased so 
these became more prolonged. The drug was i ncorporated in some 
patent throat tablets snd on one occasion llelson Lee took one 
without being 8"are cf it and was discovered like a raving madman 
by !lipper, who barely escaped with hie lifo. Of course the reason 
it turned Loe into such a fi end WBB because Dr, Staf f ord 's do ses 
had boon gradually incroasod, wher eas it wns tho first Loo had 
taken. 

The Junior School divided i tselt in to two parties - the 
Loyalis ts who were staunch to the Head-<11aster snd the Rebels Vi.ho 
were against him. 

The Chris tnies holidays came midw&,Y in this series and a large 
party of juniors , togethe r m. th Nelson Leo and Dr. Staffo rd went 
to Dorrimore Hall, and here it was that the Robels, under the 
lcadorship of Amstrong, hatched their plot to seizo St. Franks 
whilo tho school was sti ll on holiday . 

The Rebels then dictated their t erms to the !lead, who agreed 
to accept them (aetually this was a practical joke on the part of 
Reggie Pitt) . Thon the Communist School came into being with 
Timothy Tucker llB President of the Supreme Council, and after this 
events movod swiftly . Dr. Staff ord and Nolson Lee both left St . 
Franks in disgrace, and Huiih Trenton became Headmaster, but by 
this time lie ls on Leo was closing tho not, and tho climax camo with 
the exposure and nrrcst of Trenton end hie nssociatas , in which 
our old friend Chief DotectiVll Inepoctor Lonnn?d takes part . 

The next rebellion occurs early in 1923, Nos. 399-407, this 
time against Petticoat Rule. 

Ilise Trumble became Chirman of the Board of Oovom ors of St. 
Frenks, and on her first visit to the school, fo und Dr. Stafford 
ad.ministering n well deserved flogging, which she icmediatsly de­
nounced as bru tn l. The Bead r es i p'!.t_ followed .121 al l the _ other .• 
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lllaa ters, and Ilise Trumble a tt empted to run the school with a staff 
of women t eac hers ! 

At first practical jokes wer e play ed on them, but it soo n be­
came obvious that those t eachers .vero Tarters , and gradually the 
seeds of revolt were sown, and th e Remove began th eir revolt 
again s t "Petticoat Rule" in th ei r Cadet W'lifozms cntrenchod ro\Uld 
Fort Reso l ute, the f Alllous barn which fotmcd their headquart ers, and 
which th ey held des pi tc lliss Tl'Ul'lble • s attempts to dislodge thom, 
first by a band of Gypsies, then by siege , and finally by enlisting 
the help of the rascally Farmer Holt . 

The Remove were triumphant in the end and the mistresses wont 
and the ech ool bocome normnl once more. Another fine series by 
Brooks at his best agai n. 

1924 brought us another excellent series in llos. 455-463, and 
this ti me the cause of the tro uble is a Ge m an- American Multi­
.1!.illionaire , who acqui r ed St , Franks and the surrounding district 
for a mo.nufac turing town for the production of cheap goods , Smith 
bought up the Riv e r House School and used it as his boo.dquarters , 
from ,vhich be controlled the building operation s at Cyclon e City, 
the cam~ he e rect ed fo r his horde of foreign worke rs. Smith c om­
pell od Dr. St afford to resign and installed in hie plac e llr, 
Ponsonby Small who, from the start , bad bis knife into the Remove 
in particular, This nat u rally goaded the form into revolt, first 
on a minor scale led by Handfortb, against the advice of Nipper . 
This revolt, needless to say was a dismal failure and Handy was 
flogged and exp elled , but after a persu::,sive interview with 
Bandforth Senior , llr . Small reinstated him ! 

The real rising of the Remove , l ed by Nipp er thi s timo, 
fo llowed, first the Power Station was seized b.ltth e jun i ors hsd 
been forced to retreat to \'iill a rds I slo.nd , which they bold unt il 
victory ov er Smith was gained , The n followed the memorabl e f ight 
to save St. Franks fr om th e bordo of foreign rtorkers who, utt erly 
out of control , sought to wreak thoir veng ean ce on the schoo l. 
The thrilling climax to this se r i e s vms typical of Brooks - wbon 
it seemed th.at the scho ol was doomod the boys wer e savod by a 
Battalion of the Territorial Anny, who quickly round ed up tho 
llexican rioters, Smith himself made an a tt empt to flee but Nelson 
Loo gave chase and ho was &rrestod a.t Cnistor;o by Chie f Insp ect or 
Lonna rd, 

We no,r cooe to the final ba rri ng-o ut of the Old Se ries . 
,(The re ,_was . of,_cours ,e""tho .. lloat "Holl ow •. llutiny 1_ .. ,but .. that ,did ,,,not """"""·•·· 
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actu a lly occur at St , Franks) . 

I n 1926, Nos, 553- 560, Guy Sinc l a.1r, the bully of the Sixth, 
obt ained a hol d over llr, Bsverley Stokes ond bl ackma.1le d him into 
appoi nting hie Bsad Prefect of the West Bouse, where hs began a 
rulo of tyranny, becoming virtual l y di ct at or , Needless to s03 he 
got a ll his cr onies t ransf err ed to the West Houso and the Chee ri o 
Club camo i nto bei ng after lights out to cat er for tbe "eportsc en". 
Sinclair's r eign of persecution reachod the break ing point and tho 
whol o of the Wost Houao revolted, l ed by llorrow and Pitt . il l 
attoc pts t o dis l odgo them failed until the Governors got the 
bri ll iant ide a of bringing in Command•r Rudd - or the Iron 
CO!llllander as he was known i n naval qua.rte rs , having quelled a 
mutiny on a naval t r a ining ship. W1 th Dr, Stafford the victim of 
a seiz ure the Commander was appo in ted tempor nry Bead, but an 
acc i dent prevented him toki ng up his appointment ond he sent his 
butler , Captain Boom, to explai n , but Boot1 wae mistaken for Rudd 
and hi s vanity l et him think ho could cont rol the school . 

His efforts met wi t~ fail ure and he only succ eeded in making 
the ree t of the schoo l join i n the r ebellio n. The Rebels ran ri ot 
a nd mob rule b ecame t he orde r of the d03 1 but fortunat ely about 
ten per oent ke pt t heir head s and did t hei r best to r estore order . 

The rebellion ended and Barry Stokes triumphed, Sinclair 
received the sente nce of ez:puleion but was given a reprieve at the 
last moment thro ugh 9/hat appea red to be a gallant action on hie 
part , but was r ea ll y accid ant cl . Sincfoir however IO&s cunning 
enough to make tho most of thi s chanc e and so r emain at St, Franks, 

This I think can be called a bri ef rcsum o of al 1 tho reb el­
lions that took placo n t th o school during tho Old Seri es , and I 
think it can bo s:rl'oly s aid again that none of thos e se ri es ie a 
repetition of th o other and ,n. th typic al Brook s' originality tho 
event s that led to these revolte were in most cas es unique. 

THIS SHOULD IIAKE YOU SfilLE 

by l!ERBERT LECICEIIBY 

• * * 
Ste phen H. Agnew, that auth or l'li th a l ove of the bi zarre l':88 

always credited wi th the l ate r stories in th e .lldi ne Claude Duval 



Library. He was in his element when ho had one of his characters 
in some fnnta.stic hair-raising s i tua.tion. There's a typical 
example in No. 40 of the Claude lklval "The Red Hand 11 , or "The 
lfystor:y of the llonru,ter:y". I challenge you to read it without a 
chuckl e . 

The scene is a monastery in Prance perched on the top of a 
c liff with a sheer drop of several hundred fe et . Claude is 
attacked by one Tadesco tbs Spania rd . The fertile brain of A8new 
carries on the fight over no less than thr ee pages. It is a fight 
that bas everyth ing, afford play, a knife or two , bare fists and 
quit e a l ot of all in wrestling. Towards th e climaJt Cl aude was 
in desporatc st ra ights· ; half hanging ove r the cliff with seem i ngly 
nothing to eave him •from a fal l of a thousand feet. Came this :-

For a moment ho hung thus, and in th.6.t awful mome nt, what 
was it that struck him most ! - what was tho thought in bis brain? 

Not death! 
Not Diana! 
Not Claud e Duval the younger! 
Not tho wi ld flight through spa c e ! 
Not what woul d become of the Bro th orbood of Al ea tia. when 

he wes dead! 
None of those - but this; that the chant of the monks which 

was still going on , was the most l ugubrious thing he had ever 
heard in hie life! 

He recognised that they were singing the "Di.es Trae 11 , one of 
the most so l emn and moving things in all music. 

At that he laugh ed. Yes, Claude Duval l aughed, suspen ded 
there above a ghastly cbe.s m wit h nothing between him and doath 
but an enemy and Rn enemy' s will to liv a. 11 

Well, needless to say Claude did not make the perpondicull\r 
journ ey. Tadesco the Spandial'd went instead, Claude muttering 
with a:z:cessiv o emotion "He was a vile creature, but ho was a 
fighting man. " Chivalrous Claud e! 

The long battle scarred chapter ended, 
"Then turning to the door of the chapel be entered, just 

as the monks broke into the triumphant measures of the "Te Deum". 
Claude fuv al knelt." 
Fant as tic, naive, amusing, those 'bl ood.a' of yore , but how 

we r eve l led in them when we wore boys , and not one of us over 
1 tcbed to handle a cosh. 

* * * * * 
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[e tter 13ox 
FRAJIK RIC!WU>S' RESOLVE 

!larch 9th , 1953. 
Dear Herbert Leckenby, 

llany thanks for the C. D. Roger Jenkins Nadable. as usual , · in 
bis reference to the two latest "Gold Rall'k" books . I ooul d.n t t 
agree more wit h what ho SllYB nbout one , or disagree more with what 
he says about the ot her : but I won't specify which f rom which. 

We are getting on with "Billy Bunter's Own" annual , which 
will be keeping company with Tom l!erry •s Own next Chrietcaa . lly 
kin d frien d• who had wr!. tten asking for more about Smithy will 
find quite a lot of hi m in T. l.1. 0. nut is suo : and I am to l d that 
my Barcroft play wi ll be included in that issue . Jus t at present 
I ac busy on BBO: we have to bo well ahead with our copy in these 
do.ye. In c onnection with BBO. tho publish ers have mooted a very 
bright idea, as it socrns t o mo: but as it is only in tho chrysalis 
stage at present I will leave i t at that . 

Now there ia a little Clatter I should have r eferred to befo r e. 
Last Christmas , on and around Xmas Day , I received well over 250 
l e tt ers . Every one of t hose was B pleasure to read, and evory ono 
will be answered ind ivi dual l y by m:, own fair hand: but my 
correspondents will realise that this i s ra ther a matt er of time , 
and I ac sure they will e xcuse what cay seec to be socer.ha t undue 
delay. Authors in these days can."lot afford secretaries: coroover, 
I like replying to l ett ers perso nally : it is one of th e ro­
laxations of cy leisure , 3nd I r:ouldn ' t lik e to p~rt 111th it . 

With kindes t r egard•, 

Alr:aya yours oi ncer el y , 

FllANK RICHARDS. 
• * * * * 

In tho 1.!os t Unoxpoctod Places! 

'!'be Croat Western Hotel , 
Vyne i!oad , 

Basi ngstoke , Rants . 
Dear !ir. __ Leckenl>y, ....... _ ... --- -··- -------· 1st Maroh 1953. -···-
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Plea.se forgive me for writing to you a.gain , I know you must 
be a very- busy man , but I fe el t must thank you for sending me two 
back numbers of the C.D., the thoU&ht , I assure you, i s very much 
app r ecio t od . 

I was delig hted with the contribution by P.A. Walke r to the 
October number, entitled "Hamil ton Country" , Mr. Walker has c a i>­
tured t he atmosphere of those grand old stories to pe rfection. 

The following may be of int erest. Occas ion a lly the pro ­
pri e tr ess of this hote l rec eives a n ews-sheet containing i t ams of 
inte r est to the Licensed Trndo, some in a light vein . Among the 
latte r I noticed a verse , the origin of which the Edi tor ad.mi t ted 
he did not know. I recognised it, however , as a ve r se former l y 
published in a "Greyfriars Hera ld", that in it self, of co urse , may 
not have been original , but a parody , but I have not read it any ­
where else . The Greyfriars version was as follows : -

0Poor Gossy, life is RUM, I fear , 
For thoug h he was both ALE and STOUT, 
Death st retch ed hir.l on its BITTER BIER, 
In another \11orld he HOPS abou t". 

Gosl ing , of course , did not a ppea r in the news - sheet, and it is 
comforting to reflect that his a ll ege d decisa was the poet i c 
licence of a. Removi te , that he i s sti l l wit h us , and not hopping 
about in that other world . 

Very sincerely yours, 

PERCY E. NORTH. 

THEY TB.'lILLED YOU ONCE 

Note: From time to time a l etter comes along from someone who was 
behind the sce nes in the gold en age of boys I week li es. Here is 
one of them , it will be of particula r intercs t t o th e older 
generation. - H.L . 

Minehtlad. Som. 
Dear Mr. Leck en by, 

The following fev, notes may b e of i nt erest to you, and any 
other members of the Club who ren::ember the name of "Maurice 
Everard." 

Born i n 1882 I was in teres t ed in boys ' lite r ature from 
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earliest days , and r ead avidly such material ae the ildine Press 
produced, Jack Harlcaway, Frank Reade stories, Buffalo Bill and as 
much of the output of the Brott ond Henderson presses as ! could 
18-Y hands on, 

At 17 in spare time from working • n a provincial pa.per I was 
writing for the B. O.P. followed by art icles in the Boys' Champion, 
then edited by A.J. Ir eland. I arrived in Fleet Street towards 
the end of the "bad old days" - illuminated by the worlc of mas tere 
of fiction of the type of Bracebridge Hemming I many of whom wrote 
in pubs for five bob a thousand lived on pints of porter and bread 
and cheese, I remember David Christie llurr"-Y and a few of the old 
timers before starting at Cassells - the atmosphere of which 
,ras •nt at all to my teete . 

In 1904 I joined Ha:rnisworths under the famous Hamil ton 
Edwards , founder of the Boys Friend, the Boys Realm, The Boys' 
Herald etc. etc . I was aC"ting editor of the Boye Herald through­
out tbe several years of ite lif a, and met almost everyo ne of note 
in the then...,orld of boye 1 1(terature, i!er a a re a few names which 
occur at random (I cou ld write reams allout most of th001) -

WRITERS I Ernest Tre o ton, Noman Goddard, D.B. Parry, -
Glover, Alan Blair, Vlerd Muir, Sidney Drew who always sent in his 
copy bend - writt en) H. St John Cooper (who never punctuated his 
stuf f), Cecil llaytor, l!a lcolm Scot t (Dr. StMifor th I who counted 
overy word and sent in hi s bills to th e oxact pon...y), Hu., h Tui t o -
heir presumptive to a baronetcy which his son still enjoys , 
(Viscount llountmorres - who advised us on spiritual l:latters ), 
Hought on Townley, A.S. (Steffens) Hardy, very superio r , with c ham­
ing manners and a gr eat love of opera), Sidn ey Go11ing, a k een 
yachtsman, Old J!an (A.II,) Burrage. S. Cla rice Hook, Charles 
Hamil ton of Gem and l!agnot fame - uboo I ne ve r met - practically 
all jolly good f ellows of whom I r e t<>in th o happiest mecorios. 
~ : IID.rry Len e , Vincent Daniel - who did historical 

picture s : Val Reading who illuatrntod most of -th e Morton Piko 
stories I his brother Will is : Fred Tay lor, Fred Bennett - who 
subsequently ach i eved fame as a painter in oils; Leonard Shields -
who left a big fortun e , l:acdonald (still aliv e and one of th e 
nicest fellows who ev er li'l' ed : Philip Hayward, a sound chap with 
a vast knowl edge of heraldry and gen eal ogy I Sid Pryd e , Poul 
Hardy ( ear l y days) e tc. 

EDITCRS. H81l!ilton Ed•:nrds, on =zing l!lll1l w!lo mede a fortun e 
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Cbips , kindly nnd courtcoU4 , Cilbert Floyd , a.tt or, a locnl l'.ila.g:nnto 
Md J.P. : Rex Haydon on the Sunday papers aide, the Bros . Bimage , 
young Mander t1ho lost an arm in th e first i?orld War, 118.urice Down 
perhaps the moot charming fellow who over graced the odi torial aide 
of the A. P. Md whOD I am glod to l earn is ono of tho few st ill 
loft : Alf'io .:.!e.nn, ovoryono 'a friend : Willi ao Back a fino admini­
etra tor, Porcy Griffi the - clovor - in fc.ct too clovor (I could say 
n l ot about him) , Oeorge Gorrish wond erfully humorous Md good ­
hcnrted : beloved by cvoryono. Sapt - brother of J.rcus who 11mado11 

th o Daily llirror , !lowoon Flowor (lntor knightod) Gurne y :SOnha,:; -
nl ao knig h t ed; young "Eves" stil l n11ve - I hope t!.lld m,my othors . 

I had t he privilege of ,·,o rkin g with or for most of them frOCl 
1904 until 1923 when - eicapt for a short spell when I took up the 
pen again durir.g a tour of the West Indies in 1934 - I gave up 
writing altoget!lor and devoted r.,y time to t he collecting of works 
o'!' a.rt of all kinde. 

A.'"ld no\"1 in th e sunset - I cannot call it th o twilight - of my 
dnys , I c an look back over a vo~· interesting 3nd. hnppy pc.st : a 
bur:· lif o daring which I wroto sovoral millions of words of r:.ction 
u..ic.o:- t l:.o pseudonyms you parhnps know and to which I cnn ndd .'.l few 
others : Col onel NoTth, Carlton Grey, Maurice Everard , eto . 

'The c haracter of Joe Traco rns in the Polruan aeries which ran 
for several years was takon di r ect from lif e - ono Joe Callaghan , 
an I ri shmen who sottlcd in Corrr.vo.11 and liv ed nea r ::lo for a good 
tlMY yoare wllon I lived at Port Wrickl o ncnr Looe. After full 
eorvice in the :;nvy he re-joined just before ce in t he first no.:­
nr.d lived nloost to the end of t he second , dying i n 1940-1 . I snw 
him almost to t he le.at .•. ono of t!ie most a:1e.zing characters who 
ever liv ed. I could go on for hours talking :,bout t he old A. P. 
days , its romances , tr ngcdics otc . but you u ill havo hod onougb, 
I fe a r. But o.11 tl:c best to you r Cld Eoys I Club . If you kr.o-,, miy­
ono ·~ho hr.a fo r snlo n bou.'ld copy of Vol . I & 2 of tho Boys • Bor:ild 
I er.a ll ho plco.scd to purch o.eo t hoo . 

Sincerely yours 
C~IL B. l!v"LLIV.L~T • 
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