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FROII THE EDITOR I S CHAIR 

THOSE "CCIIICS". Just too late for COl!lllent last month was that 
discussion on "Com.ioa11 in that new sound broad.ca.et feature "Bow•e 
Your Chance", which oame from Readi ng on llarch 30th. 

11'earl7 all the qu.esti onere were on the attack and llessre. 
Pemberton and Killer, two of the bigsest publishers and import ere 
of the oomics, wue - bard put to - i.t t .o- put up .a defence, and to a,q 
the least the7 were not very convincing. One question which I was 
waiting to be asked but wasn't, was the simple and obvious one. 
11Wby t he dickens do they call them comics?" It all seems so 
absurd to me. Take the picture story in one of them ''rbe Grave7ard 
Girls llarcb Again". Bow man, laughs are 7ou supposed to get out 
of that? 

* * * * * 
TBB Ft1l'URE OF BLAICIA.IA. I am bapp7 to announce that Joaie Pa.c.lollan 
baa accepted the editorship of :Blald.ana. As we are fortunate 
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eno1J8h to possess quite a number of lady members it is only fitt i ng 
the y be r epresented. Moreover, 1 t wi 11 certain ly not be a question 
of a figurehead f or lira . Leonard Packman knows as much about Blake 
lore as the great majority of the males . 

J os i e starts with the June number so I appeal to Blake fans 
to give her all the supp ort they possibly can. She would like to 
pr ovide six pages a month as during Mauric e ' a regime. Copy should 
r eac h her not later than t he 16th t o ensure it appearing in the 
f ol l owing month' s issue. 

OUR SLEUl'HS. You will see this month that two of our memb.ers , 
Josie Packman and Ernest Carte r , have discovered further i nstances 
of old stories being se rv ed up as new. This kind of thing is very 
int er es ting and always provides a smile . How about finding some 
more. 

* * ft * * 
NUT l!ONrl!. I wonder hOIT many of you have r ead a dramatic Grey ­
friars story of lon g ago in which Harr.; Wharton saved a !'rince 
from a Central European country from drowni ng in Pegg' s Bay, SZld 
was afterward s rec eived by the then r eigning King of England at 
Buckingham Palace . Not many I don' t supp os e for it appeared a 
l ong time ago and wasn't republi shed; i t was the George the Fifth 
Corona tion number of Jun 17 th, 1911, needless to s ay a very scarce 
number . 

Well , Eric Fayne, in our Coronatio n number next month gives 
you a gra phic descri pti on7f this story , together with the other 
Coronation Numbers of the Magnet and Gem. 

And, as I said last month t here will be descriptions of 
Coronation number s conn ecte d with othe r popular papers of the past. 
I hope to mail it as near Coronation day as ever possib l e . 

* • • * * 
THE 1953 "A!lliUAL". A good deal of my time is n"" being spent in 
pl anning our bi g event, and I can pro mise you that in appearance 
i t wi ll have a r ea l st r e!lllllin o look, so we've got to do our ut most 
to s ee that th e conten t s liv e up to it - you don't see shabby 
passenge rs in a Rolls Boyce . Well, you •v e never l et me dawn yet. 
I am sure you won1 t this time. Len Packman, who hasn ' t contributed 
for a year of two has offered to writ e up Cedar Croak, a happy 
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idea for th o School in the Back.woods bas be en n eglected up to 
now. ' Other of ou r expe rt s i n Hamilt on lore wil l entertain you 
again . 

Tben, as no doubt man y of ·y ou know tbat prior to 1914 quite 
a number of s erials were published in the A.P. papers, concerning 
invasion of Britain by l and, first by the French then by the 
Germane. Marvel l ous yarns some of them, interesting to l ook back 
on now. I'm awot ting some of t h em up now, and Pearce Suther l and 
out i n British Columbia t ells me that Captain Frank Sbaw wrote no 
less than six simila r stor i es for "Chwas" Witb such stirring 
titles as "Tho Peril of the Mother l and" and ''The SWoop of the 
Eagle 11 • Bet wee n us we hope to provide something we ll wor th read ­
ing, especially by the older members . 

Yea, unless something unforeseen occurs, I have a feeling I 
shall have another happy Chri stmas. 

Yours sincerely", 

HERBER!' LECKENBY. 

THE "ANNUAL POLL" 

!leek and !leek! 

1. There Wer e Other Schools. 159. 2. Levison at Oreyfriare. 157 . 
3. T he Ama•ing Car eer of Bi ll y Bunter . 148 . 4 . Kings of Cri me . 124, 
5. The St. Franks Saga . 101. 6. Roaminge of the Rio Kid , 99 . 
7. Stand and DeliV'er. 81. 8 , Single to Happine s s, 78. 

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB. (cont'd f ran page 139 . ) 
fi r stly, the de vising of a bett e r system of book issue and return, 
easing the burden on our indefatigab l e libra r ian, Bi ll Horton, and, 
secondly, tb e setting up of a committeo of thrc o to doal with tho 
arr an gements for tho section outing , which we are hoping 'Rill take 
plac e during th e sulDI!l.or months . Then camo Jack Morgan• s quiz, 
which we were glib l y in f ormed was an "easy one", we s oon bad 
cause to sus pect that Jack had hie t ongue in his cheek when making 
this r eckless assert i on . Howeve r, i t pr esented no di ff icult i es to 
yt>ung Peter, who ga i ned fu 11 poin ts, w1 th J im Wa lsh a c l ose se c on:I. 
Norman Pragnel l se t s ua the po sers for nerl month - we sha ll have 
to bro.sh up on our Nelson Lee data , proba bly . It should make a 
wel come c hange frcm Bamil tonia... 

Aft e r refrsebment e 1 the library business was dealt with, an d 

t he meeti ng ,c l os ed at' " 1~. 30 .. p. m . ............ _ •.•.. F . ... cASE . ............. secretary •...•....••. .. 
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R.EJ',\.E1~\BBR 
Bz IIERBERI' LECKE!IBT 

llo . 3 "l'l!E SILVER DWARF" with Book II, ''!'HE IIISSINO HEIR". 
(Autho r, lla:rwell Scott) 

• • * 
''!'be Silver Dirarr" first -appeared in the "Boyd Friend" , 

sta r ting in the Chrietmae Double Number 1901 and going well on in ­

to 1902, and was r eprinted several times in later years . It """' 

lla:rwell Scott ' • second serial of lleleon Lee in the Green 'un, 

following cl ose on th e heels of "Birds of Prey" . In my opinion 

these t wo were the beet of all the many aerials be wrote for 

various papers , but in thinking that I may be bias ed on account of 

the ci :rcucstances under •hicb I r ead them. I was at school at the 

time and the Boy&' Fri end was bOU8ht each Satu rd ay with all the 

incom e I ea rned , th r ough doing some household chores . One 

appreciates something hardly earned . 
Howevert on re-reading some ot the inata lment a tor the pu.r­

poses of this article I am still of the opinion that it •a s an 

int er esting, jolly good yarn, id ea l fo r a boys ' weekly . In later 

years Muwell Scott used the same idea, a chase through many l ands 

in the interests of a rightfu l heir, several times , but bis first 

ertort was certll! nly hie be et . In fact , in this story the chase 

took hie detective r ight round the world and in the stories which 

follo,oed I em not certain that the ci:rcui t was qui ta compl ete . 

The re was something else about ''!'h e Silver Dirarr" which added 

to ite appeal , it was illust rated by Arthur Clarke . A lian'ell 

Scott llelaon Lee story di d not seem the eame without him. 

However , to the plot. Lord Eaaington , owner or vast estates 

in Cornwall , thought to be a bachelo r, bas met with an accident 

and knowing he 1a about to die appeals to one, J aok Langley to 

"s end for llel aon Lee.. . Jack and the detective ar o ol d friends for 

in t hat earlier story "Birds of Prey " they bad gone through many 

adventures togethe r. lleleon Lee promptly obeys the call and on the 

journey by t rain to Corn•all baa a fellow travell e r, llark Rymer , 

D. So., !>. I .e ., Pr ofe s sor of Chemistry , Westmins t er University. !le 

ia desoribed thus ,-
___ "_A_ ~_hin1co.dav..!.~!I looking man1 rath er unde!, the averB&o 
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height ., with a Roman nose, out of all proportion t o the size of 
his face. His lean and somawhnt lanky f orm ( s e ems to b e a oon­
tradiction there) was env;:el oped in a · heavy fur-lined overcoat. 
Hie shoulders were so bowed that he had a lmost the appearance of a 
hunchback. Bis dome-shaped f ore head rose hi8h and white above tw o 
deep-sunk glit t ering eyes, pr oving 'him t o b e possessed of an 
i111Density of brain-powor, whilst his squaro , detennin ed-looking 
chin wa s e qually suggest! ve of s tr ength of wi l l . 0 

Professo r Rymer a nd Ne l so n Lee we re destin ed to se e a. l ot of 
oach othor in th o da ys that wor e t o c ome, for the f ormer was 
cousin to th e Enrl of Easington and undo r th o impression that ho 
we.a he ir t o the richest man in a ll Cornwall . A ru.do shoc k, how­
ova r, was awciting him . On n rrival at their destina ti on th oy a re 
just in time to hear tbe dying Earl make a start l ing confession, 
that years before b.e had made a secret marriage and has a son . 
Then with his l ast bre a th he gasps 1The proof of my marriage - th e 
Silver Dwa rf .. " 

Natur a ll y the listeners o.re puzzled a t first , but l o.te r find 
out t ho.t th e Silv er Dwarf is a st atu e tte about t en inches high, 
and tbat it is obvious it is hollow and contains th a a ll important 
pape rs. :A fire br eaks out e.t th e Earl ' s · home , the statuett e dis­
appe a rs bofore e ith er th e det ective or tbo professor can l ay th eir 
bands on it .. From that mornent th e neck an d n eck r ace round the 
world is on, v1itb plot and counterplot., tho professor de t ermine d 
by hook or by orook t o dest roy tbG proofs, and tb o hoi r if 
noc c ss n ry, th o intr e pid d3tcctivo to thwart him. 

Tb e two leo.rn that the stat uette has passed . into th e hands of 
th o owner of a. big sil v e rsmith ' s shop in Paris . Tho rivals se t 
off f or the French capital and tben on through 111any lands , the 
Sil v er Dwarf ever just in front of them. 

Now jua.t to digress a moment. Some years ago we were ab l e to 
publish in the C.D . quite a l ot of notes from llanvell Sc ot t's 
diaries, thank s to th e kindn ess of his son . Be admitted that his 
fath e r had nev er don e much trav e ll ing , but when he wrote such 
stori os as tbis be was su r ro und ed with r ailway guidos, shipping 
li sts, guid e books to foreign lands, obtain ed be f orehan d, and was 
moa t anxious to have ov e r:, detail correct. Perhaps ono cannot get 
to know o.11 abou t a country fran guido b ook.a and nati vo s possibly 
found fl aws in llarwo ll Scot t's descriptions , but to th o average 
render it o.11 sounde d nu t hon tic and convincing • 
.............. Here . is a goo d _example , of . bis ... th or oug"'!ess .... _,llark .&mer is ....... 
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anrlous to get to Paris bef ore Nelson Lee, so 
"He took down a Bradshaw and hurried l y consulted it . 
ttBy Dover and Calais; that's no good! " he muttered to him­

eelf . 'wrhere 's a steamer leaves Dover at five minutes past eleven 
tonight , but I can't get to Dover in time to catch it. By 
Folkestone and Boulogne - that' a worse! By Jlewhaven and Dieppe -
no good either! By Southampton and Havre. Ah, ttlis l ooks like 
being pos s ible! Train leaves Falmouth 12.40 arri ves Southampton 
9.9., steamer eaile at midnight. What time is it now? Two 
minutes past t welve. By jove , if I can catch that train I can get 
to Southampton in t ime to ca t ch the midnight boat , and I can be in 
Paris by half-past e leven tomorrow morning! Marie Rymer, you• re in 
luck! It's a thousand to on o that Nel son Lee will never think of 
the Southampton rout o. He'll wait till tomorrow morning, and 
cross by Dover and Cala is, and by th e tim e he reaches Paris I shall 
hav e i nterviewed Monsi eur Delafoseo, and tho Silver Dwarf will bo 
in my possession ! 11 

But., to the professor' a chagrin he finds Nel son Lee ~ 
thought of the same route , so on the oross - channel journey there 
was nothing for it but to toss the detec tiv e over-b oard . llowever , 
Helson Lee is picked up and arrives in Paris not far behind. The 
Silve r Dwarf though has trav e lled on and we find t he r i vale next 
in Spain. Tbore t he detective falls into the hands of bandi ts . 
On t o Gibraltar - Tangi er - llaraeilles - Port Said - Colombo -
Ne lson Lee, thank s to the unscrupulous prof esso r b oing faoe to 
face with death many tim es . 

Wbilst at grips in Colombo the slippery statuette was on its 
way to Australia . Came th e sending of many cable s {no l ong dis ­
tanc e 'phon es in those days) and then on February 28th, 1902 1 

departure f or ' down under•. Arrival Larg' a Ba.r, port of call for 
Ad.elaids . .-Jlazch-14\h _ -ilel.aide t o..llolbourn e r -a<ll1.enben . and.a.half 
hours journey (was it corr ect, Australian chums ?) then on to Sydney . 

Here at l ong last tbe Silv er Dwarf gives up its secret , but 
01113: just, where Nelson Lee is conc erned. For Profe sso r Rymer 
gets t o the house first, read s the documents , hears a ru s h of 
footsteps, than mutt ers to himself: 

'Too lat o, my fri end , too l ate. Too late to save tb o papers, 
but just in timo to seo th o blaze I " .But he speaks too soon . Belson 
Lee rush os in , takes s f lying leap at his exu lt an t foo, literally 
t oppl ed him head ove r bools, th en, i n tho nick of tim e rescues the 
,a ll " imj1£rt an t J!&;pera fran tb o flamcs, J hc name of t he mis s i ne ... _ 
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heir was known at last, and here with explanations to the people 
in whose bands the statuette was found · came the end of Book I of 
the 11Silver Dwarf". 

Nelson Lee's search, however, was only half over, just &s he 
was only ha lf ?Jey round the world . As f or the r asca lly llarlt Rymer, 
Prof essor of Chemistry, he had now two tasks on hand, to prev ent 
Nelso n Leo finding th e hei r, who was known as Dick Se:,mour, and to 
got rid of th e rightfu l owner of tho vast esta te s , when be bimoolf 
found him. Tho story continued in tho Boys' Frie nd as "The 11.i ss ing 
Heir" Book II of 111'he Silv er .Dwarf11

• There were many more hairs ­
breadth escapes for llelson Leo, f or Dick Seymour proved to be as 
e lu s i ve as the l itt l e etetu ett e had been. 

The rivals loarn that the mi ssing heir bad gone to New Zealand 
some years earlier . Before getting there, Nelson Lee, through the 
plotting of II.ark Rymer, falls int o the bands of bu sh rangers, and 
lat er a party of 'bl acks '. Fran t he l atter he escapes by aid of 
ventri lo quis m. In later y ears it se emed to be fo rgott en th at 
P.olson Leo was an ad.'9pt at this art. 

On t o Napi e r in Now Zea l and, only t o loam that Dick Seymour 
has gone to Hawaii. Undaunted, despite more rotJ8h hand lin g , the 
dot octivo s ets of f there, via Rotorua and Auckland. 

A pause here to say that when I read this story in the long 
ago , all the placee I have mentioned were just dots on the map to 
me, but on re-reading recent ly t hoy had a g roat ly added interest, 
for in many of them, Colombo, Melbourn e, Sydney, Auckland and 
li ttl o Rotorua, I havo hobby friends , who will probably be reading 
th GeO lin es soo n . 

On a rri va l at Hawaii the pro feseo r l earns that Dick Seymour 
is emplo yed by Pryde &: Co. , a firm of plant ers on an esta te very 
near to Ki l auea, th e largest aoti ve volcano in the wor ld, or as 
Maxwell Soott oaref'ully explains "to be stri ot l y· aoou r ate Kilaue1> 
is t ho name of tho crat e r, and the namo of tho vo lcan o is liaUna 
Loa. 

At lon g l a s t th o prof eeso r catch es up with tho "11.issi ng Heir" 
and loses no time in ntt ompting to put him out of th e way. The 
volcan o , of cours ~, plays a dramntic pnrt in th e d oing th e r eof. 

Now comes a touch of romance into the story, Diok Seymour is 
in l ove w1 th the planter• s daughter, and I aeke for her han d in 
marriage'. They did such thinga in tho se days , 11.r. Pryde oays 
much as he likes Dick, he does not consid er bis income is 
suffi ci ent to main t ai n his daughte r, so he givoe Dick two yea rs t o 
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m&ke good. Dick aooepta with good grace and decides to go to New 
York to seek bis fortune, and totally unaware that nearby ia some­
one anxious to tell him that be ie already a millionaire. 

:More encounters with Professor Rymer then on to San Francisco, 
aoross the American oontinent to New York wit h ever the evil 
second in line for the fortune in the shadows , and the tireless 
Nelson Lee ew r on his beelo. Then the final lap for home, a last 
despero.te attempt, Professor lcy,ner meeting with his just deserts, 
ex;plana tions and wedding bells. 

In thio ' jet 888' one can ci r cuit the world a little more 
quickly then did Nelson Lee and l!ark lcymer fifty ;yoaro ago, yet it 
was a fas t moving story with never a dull moment. One of tho best 
of all the fsmow, Boys• Friend serials. 

I se em to remember that years lat er when "rhe Silver 
lwarf" was dusted and poliohed for reprinting in th e "Nelson Lee 
Library" the detective flew down to Cornwall to "take up t he case . 
A little later when l!ark Rymer made th e first a ttempt on his life · 
near the SDuggler• s Leap he was tr avelling on a motor bika . Well, 
l suppos e if those responsibl e thought an old story wss bet t e r 
than a now one they had to modernise it somewhat, but I with all the 
years behind me pref erred the original with 1 ts 10.45 express from 
Paddingto n and my favourite detective travelling by t r ap when he 
bed his narrow escap e by the Slnlggler• s Leap • 
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~: Clean Cigarette Cards, especially any issued before 1920 . 
Also old Aldines and Film llagazines before 1940, J , ORME, "NORTH 
DENE'', 37 lIDI ROAD, U'J'I'OXETER, Staffs. 

~' Magnets 1935-40, l/3d and 1/6d each , Nels on Lees, 
oomplete :rears 1920- -1925 , 30/--4- per ;rear; 1926--1932 , 25/ - P.3"• 
Schoolboy s O,m Libraries, Gre;yfriars, 3/- 1 St. Jims, 2/ - each 
All clean copies. State any other of your requirements. 

C. L. LETTEY 27 HEATHER CLOSE, KlNGSWOOD, BRISTOL. 

~ : Old Series Nelson Lees, Nos. 12, 14 , 15 , 16, 26-34 , 38-40, 
52, 54, 64-73, 76, 77, Bo, 81, 84-90, 92- 95, 98, · 102, 103, 107, 
113, 130, 290, 303, 304, 513, 514. C. CHURCHILL, 123 PillHOE RD, 

EXETER 
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AVAILABLE• GOOD CC!IDITION, RElSONAllLE PRICES, llagneta, Gema, 

Populars , Boy&Friend Libraries, Union Jaoke, llarvela , eta . 1905 

onward . · Old •Bloods' (Lloyds , eta. ) 1840 onwarde. Victorian 

rarities, bound, Bora of the Elnpire, Young Folks &ld&et, eta. 

Aldinee , Famous Cri<>ea, Answers, Tit - Bite, 1882 onnard . Photo 

Bits, London Life, eta. , from 1910 . Also pre - 1940 Film llagazines • 

.EXCHAJICES WELCOMED! TBOUSA!IDS IN STOCK. S.A. E. requirements, l!losa 
LAIIBERT, 347 GERTRUDE ROAD, NORWICH, NORFOLK. 

WANTED: >.r,y iss~es ( in good condition ) D..'"'l'EC'l'IVE LIBRARY featuring 

?felson Lee, Sexton Blake , etc. Serial numbers and price to - - -

1. _ ~A~_, _ 21 ~ ~ !)I~ J!OAD! _ ~ --~~'- ... !:-9~~1._s_.~_:2_?. 
I REQUIRE URGENTLY Yag?'lets before 1920 , Children ' s Comics, Film 

Fun, Kinema Comic 1920/21, Rainbow, Comic cuts , funcy Wonder, Puck , 

Chuckles , Lot -o •- Fun, etc . Plucks, Football and Sports &ldpts all 

bafore 1921 . DAVID STACEY, "THE IIEECIIES," SOU'l'BE11D RD. WICKFORD, 

Essex • ..•• .••.•. • ······-·-···· ··· · ·············· 

~: · "Bob Cherry's Barring Out" Your own price paid - - - -

"~0.BJl!'~•- _ ___ ~3-~~- ~':_.l~\ .. .... __ .. . _ ~0-~! _31 •.••.• __ -~~ -~e_x: . 

WM ... MARTIN 93 lllLLSIDE, STONEBRIDCE PARK, 
LOllDON, N. w.10. Tel:ELCar 3230 

BOUND VOLUMES 

UNION JACKS 1160-1203; 1370-13931 KARVEL 65-78, 1905 . 

GEll 1142 - 1167 ; 'l'l!E POPULAR 285-3 10 1924 ; 259-284 1924 , 

THE Elli'Il!E LIBRARY 20 - 36 19101 PENNY PICTORlli 488-500 1908 

NELSON LEE 140-165 1929; 166-191 19291 MAGlIBT 502- 553 1918 

COLLECTORS DIGEST l - 36 1947 - 50; 37- 72 1951- 53; C. D. ANNUALS 

1948 , 49, 50 , 51, 52. 

52 copie s of THE MAGNET for 1936 !'u1 tabl e for binding 

BOUND VOLUl!E of THE Cat 621- 646 , 192 0. 

~' "The !lost Haunted House" ey Prioe. 

PRI CES OF Al1Y OF THE ABOVE WILL BE GLADLY FORWARllED 

Oll RECEIPT OF A STAJ.!PED ADDRESSED ENVELOPE. 
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OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB. IIIDLAJID SEO!'IO!I .{Cont'd from page 158). 
more welcome to us than Kr. Down; both for the man himself of a 
most attractiv e personality, and for what he moans to ue as the 
Olympian BeiJ18 who as Editor gui ded the fo rtun es of our be l oved 
1114agnet n for so l ong . 

The meeting had started in th o usual WOJ with the minutes and 
then a reading by ll r. Port e r from a Rookwood st o r,y (s.o.L. llo. 356). 
Foll owing this r epresentatives of the pross had tak en two ph oto­
gr aphs and ya rds of detai ls . Tho nowshawlts tha n le ft us in peace t o 
enjoy lir . Down •s t a lk. 

We are much indebted to him for a mine of in1'onnation on t he 
public ation of pe r iodica l s , and for bis inexhaustible patience and 
courtesy in dealing with the l arge number of question• fir e at him 
before coff eo nnd refre shment s arrivod . 

During refreshmen t time variou s suit able toasts were dxunk. 
Inc id ent-a lly, menti on must be made of a splendid gree ti nge 

poster which was much admired , and had be en dona s pec i ally fo r us 
by .,. ve r,y ksen l ady 1:1ember, (lliss Partrid ge) . 

Aft er cu r toast s , l!r. Bellfield rend us two chapters of "Billy 
Bunter ' s Bar rin g OUt", showing a ver,y choice ex ampl e of Frank 
Richards' tremendous sense of humour. 

Finally we tackled a quiz pr epared by our Cbainnan . The 
priz es were ''llagnets" . Ono set for the Ladies• pri ze and one for 
the gent l emon' s . 

A fi nal f a rewell chat with our vis i tor conc lud od a memorabl e 
evening. 

EDWARD DAVEY. 

* • * * * 
IIERSEYSIDE SEOl'ION Apri 1 12th , 1953. 

There was again a l arge attendance fo r this meeting, which got 
0111ay to &-fl,y-in g- ahri--a t 7-.--30 p.-m.- The fol'!llal business W!I& -quiolc­
ly dea lt with, and the chairman prefaced hi e r emarks with a welcome 
to yet anothe r new member, Mr . A.O. Davi es , of West Derby. Rarely 
a month passes without a fresh enr olment, the encouraging feature 
bei ng tha t all our new fri ends aro "etiolce rs " . Ref erence was then 
made to t ho matte r which caus ed s o much i ndigna ti on at ou:r la st 
mooting; th e A.P. lo tte r business; Don infonned us tha t one of 
ou r members f elt so stro ngly about it he had writt en a lott er in ­
fonni ng them of our view s on the reply, and we await developnent 
(if any) with interest. 
···-··~ Twp .im,POrtant .. SJi<;ti on ,matters .. wer e . then ... ( con clud ed • .l"'t!P .. 132) .. 
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H F)H)Jf f on JF)flF1 
Conduct ed by '.l!ERBERT LECKEJ!Br 

• * ... 
Gerry Allison was interested in that word- ladd er, - "Coker" 

into "Prout" which puzzlod some of the Midland members at one of 
tboir moetings . It • s evidently & to&Ser for it boa1i some l!orthorn 
Section chaps too.· But Gerry solvod it in 15 steps. He suggosts 
you all have s 1,0, so I'm giving bis solution at the end of this 
section, but don't look at it witil you beve had a try. 

What' s more Gerry has worked out another one - 11FOTTER0 in.to 
"GREENE". He warns you it's tough but it can be done with genuine 
dictionary words. He got it in 20 steps. 

· A.'ld, Gerry generously offers half a guinea for a correc t 
solution, not necessarily the same workin8 out as his . · The prize 
to go to the one doin8 it in tho loast number of steps, or if all 
al ike to the first one roeoivod . We• 11 give you unti l llay 20th. 
Send diroct to GERALD ALLIS0!1, 7, SUMIIERFIELD GARDENS, BRAMLEY, 
LEEDS. * * .. * * 
OOR COVER PICTURES, Concornin8 last month's Mervyn Lowis says " It 
appoarcd in Magnet, 1540, "Wibloy Wins Throll8h", the series 1536-40 
where Wibl oy is expollod for imporsonatin8 llossoo. 

Of this · month 1 s ho explains,- It is onlargod from an insid e 
illustrati on , reversed, to make it more confusing . Tho bookground 
is tho some. Here are the clues . The centre figure in Price of 
t he Fifth . On th e left is a newcomer to. Greyfriars who is al so in 
t he Fifth. Who is t he .character on th e right \VhO does not bel ong 
t o Greyfri ar s, and in what series and particular . number did he 
appear? 

* * .. * * 
(Note, I am always gla d t o welcome 'n«l'l hands' to our ool umns and 
five minutes after roading the f o llowing I was writing t o Derek 
congr atulatin g him on a fine effor t and f or bros.kin& new ground . 
!Jore please, Derek. - H. L. ). 

LEll LEX - THE SCHOOLBOY DETECTIVE By DEREX SlllTII • 

... - ..... Boward Heyoraft .1n .. his .. det n il od analysis . of . the . Lif e, M..~ .... '!~<>.s 
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of tho Detectivo Story epoaka of "t ho hoodoo th nt hae 111 .. ._,s 
hovered over boy detecti vee." 

Certainly, 8.llJ' auth or who attempts such a characterization is 
confronted wit h one staggering disadvantage. If he creat es a 
credib le boy , nobody will believe in his f ea ts of detection - and 
if he gives his readers an efficient detective, th ey won't believe 
him a boy! 

A st rilcing example can be found in the work of Cast on Lero ux. 
We can swallow Roul etabille' s mast erly rati ocinati on , and deli ght 
in th e complex lcy'st ery of the Yellow Room - but let the auth or 
tell ue his hero is only sixteen years old and we hoot with 
derisi on . 

No such critici sm can apply t o Charles Hamilton • s "Sc hool boy 
Detectiv e". I.en Lex, who made bi8 bow in 11The llodem Boy11 in 
October 1936, was not only one of the l iveliest and most original 
of the author• e many creati ons, he was also complet ely credibl e . 

Chapte r s Tllo and Thre e of the openin g instalment , bes id es 
setting t he stage for Len1 s entrance , were models of de ft, careful 

1t • construction . 
t "Slim, athletic, rat her handsome, Len did not l ook much lik e 

hie uncl e , the Scotland Yard i nspecto r ," fu t de t ect ion was in his 
blood. 

Detective Inspector Willi am Nixon was after a myster i ous 
bur glar known as t he &lsse x Man. He had little success until h is 
orp han nephew indi ca te d t he essenti al clue t o t he criminal• s head­
quart ers, if not his identity . 

Once Len had convinced his uncle the oracksman could be found 
somewher e in Oakshott School , th e natura l oonsequenoe was th e 
youngs t e r• s appearance as a nevr pupil in t he Fifth - apparently M 

o~in sohool~.)', but in reeli~ a~tective ke~:!c!>g watc h .f£L 
tho Sus sex Kan. 

Len soon narro wed his search down to four main auspects . 
Three were masters nt tho sc hool , t he f ourth was uxn - identity Wl­

known. 
It would be ,. pity to give the game t!Jll&y in thie ortiol e , fo r 

tho mystery l788 never t he open secret usu ally encountarod in boys' 
fiction. Charl es Hamilt on kep t his rea ders guea sing until t ho 
last instalment, di viding their suspi c i ons with a sk ill wrthy of 
the all -t ime mistress of the surpris e soluti on , Agatha Christie , 

.. , .. -·-···" Thia .alone .... should have ... been .enough .t o .. win . the ... se ri e s . an M"'""'~-·"'· 
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en during position in boys • literature - but there was also ... Well, 
tho best is yet . 

With charac t eristic modesty, Frank Richards comments in his . 
Autobiograph;r1 "There wer e gian ts ••• in those old day's, who l aid 
waste many fields, and l e ft nothing f or their successors but 
gl eaning , Frank clnims more or i ginality for his I Schoolboy 
Detective,' ••. but no dctocti~,e sin ce Conan Doyle has been much 
more tha.n o variation on the original tbemo . 11 

Mr. Hamilton did himself less than justice, :Besides dis­
pellin g Mr. i!ayoraft•s hoodoo forever , be also provided his 
readers with an entire l y original Wats on ! 

Peter Porr i nge was not only a f!atson who - like Nero Wolfe I s 
assistant, Archie Goodwin - nearly st ol e the show from his 
Sllerlooic Holmes. He was alee the only Watson in the history of 
tho detocti ve story who never realised his friend was a do toe ti ve ! 

Poto r Porringe - Pie fo r short - \7tl8 a goat . Not a Giddy 
Goat like Adol phus Seythe nnd tho Nuts of Roolarood, but an amiable, 
blundering fathead whose involved aohemes of vengeance always 
ended in disaster or dissolved into hilarity. 

Let the carel ess reader beware. Don• t dismiss Pie 1 s antics 
as mere comic r elief . Tboy were vitnl threads in the , fa.brio of 
the s .tory . They wore as essential to the plot ns .Billy .Bunter• s 
f atuo us mncbinetions in the Greyfriars saga . Ev<!ry time Pie 
played th o gont, unknowingly nnd unintention"1ly hs unoovered a 
fresh clue t o the rrc,stery for Len's oonsideration . 

I wonder if Charl es Hamil ton - a craftsmen of uncanny skill -
obose this graceful and witty ""'f of expressing bis disapprov.al of 
th ose irritating American l adies in the "Had- I - .But-Known" school 
of detective fiotion? Though in a later story Pie interrupted 
Len's investigations by BDOthoring him with scot, his blunde r s 
never confused th e trail. On the contrary, Pie 1 e antios were 
always a help to Len Lex, for the unforsoen results invariably 
gave fresh impetus t o bis investigations . 

The original series about the SUssox lfan was followed by 
three others , Sino o th o seque ls 1?ero rnt he r short, the . author was 
unabl e to r epoat tho intrioat o patt ern of ozysto ry 02cmplifiod in 
tho first , "The Myst ery of the lloat House" played an ingenious 
oonfidence tr ick on the reader, but the puzzles in the eubseciuent 
yarns were open secrete. 

In all other respects, however, tb sso st or i os wero as 
•••••••''"""'°"''""''' -' '"' .. '""'-• K"' "'''"'°' .. '"''" ''' .. '""''''"'""'''' '''"""'"""'"'°'"'"''""'"'"' .. "''"''""'"'""'"''"''"'"'"'"'"''""'''""''''"'"'"'"' .. "' .. """ 
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excellent as ever. Len Lex grew in chann and authority , while 
Peter Porringe pursued hie hilarious, goatish way with unfla.gging 
zest. 

The series was all too short . When Len Lex made his final 
e:r:it , he did so with grace sn d modesty. ''lly oh;r nature oakes mo 
loathe the limelight. I don ' t wsnt the fellowa bore to tumble t o 
it that I'm a detective. I'm off!" 

And be was. To tho best of m,y knowledge, he nevo r r ea ppe a red 
in th o pa.gee of '-i'bo llodom Boy'\ 

Wh;r? Well, that's the biggest m,ystery of all. He certain l y 
doesn ' t deserve to bo f orgot t en. 

But porbaps th ere's still hope . Frank RichaT<ls has already 
hinted that the Rio Kid may ride again, llaybe Len Lex, too, will 
delight us with his return . 

With that goat, Porringe ! 
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* ·- * * * 

(Two old contribu t ors join bands here, and lik e Derek they deal 
with st ori es not adequat e ly dealt with up to now. - H.L.) 

sroRIES !Bour HAIIILTO!i SCHOOLS Iii THE FIRS]' SERIES OF THE 
BOYS I FRIEND IIO!fl'HLY LIBRARY 

By ROGER II. .TENKillS and JOHii R. SHAW 

* * * 
Many collectors to whom the words 'llagno t' and 'Gom' are 

bousobold no.mos bavo probably never come across copies of the first 
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series of tho Boys ' F'riond llonthly Library . As thp Sorios cndod as 

long ago ns 1925 , th e r a ri ty of t boao books is not surprising . 

Novertho l eoa , ther e wor e a number of iss ues in this Lib r ary of very 

gront i nt orost to coll ectors of Chnrl ea Hamilton ' s work, f or this 

se ries was in a way the predecessor ot the Schoolb oys ' OWn Lib r a.ry 

and ot he r month ly publicatio ns of th e Amalgmnnted Preas . 

A,, ·11ae on l y fitting, St . Ji m' e was th e f i r st school to be 

represented. In November 1907 nppearod No. 30 anti tlod "!'om !lorry 

& Co. " which r e l a t ed bow th e three riv al fac tions a t St . Jim ' s were 

welded tog othor to moot th o menace of the new Grammar Sch oo l a t 

Ryl combe. The sequel to thi s story - 'Tom Merry ' s Conques t 11 
- was 

published in Janu ary 1908 in No. 38 . The theme was tl:e same as t he 

ea rli er st o ry , but on this occas i on th o ranks of the Saints wer e 

sweae d by two juniors paying return viai ts to the schoo l - Robert 

Digby an d Jc!armaduke Smythe . (Collectors may care to n ot e that "Tom 

A:erry 'a Conquest" was la te r re print ed in t he Gem in Nos. 167 and 

U 8 , and ag:i in in Nos. 1359 and 1360 , tho l att or r epri ntin g being 

moro abridged t!ian tho form er . ) 
!'he re is an indefinable charm about th ese very ear ly St . J im ' s 

st ori es whi ch is pecu liar to the Susse x sc hoo l. The character .:...· 

iaati on and t he idyllic atmosphere of rural England more than make 

up for what would later have bee n r egarde d as a rat he r thin and 

unin tere sting pl ot. Gussy is supe rb, and t ho absence of any re a l 

villa i ns on tho soon e r enders e ll t ho fun hnrml oss . Th ero is much 

to be said f o r t!l e theo ry that th e nr ri val of t he ea rly Levi son and 

the reactions to bis orl r cme vi ll ain,y smash ed th e magic mirro r which 

rotlect od th es o uniqu o an d ha rmoniou s youthful vi sions . 

If th e Boys ' Fri end J.!on ttl y Libr a ry provid ed ma te r i a l fo r tho 

Gom, th o Gem a lso returned th o cocplim ent t o th o monthly librnry . 

Gems Nos . · 173- 175 appe ared in Yo.509 of th e Boys ' Fri end mont h l y 

en titled ''!'h o Schoo l boy Cas t aways" (otbor reprints of this series 

were in tb s 1924 Holid ay Annual and Gome Nes . 1364 - 1366) . A8ain , 

Gem lies. 190 -1 92 provided mate r ia l fo r No. 517 of t he Boys ' Friend 

monthly entitl ed "Under Soal ed Ord er s " (s ee also Gems. llos .1 397-

1399 ) . Bot h thes e foreign trips were apparently ve ry popular with 

th o r e ader s . 
The s ubstitute writers contrib uted two e ffusions under th e 

ps eudonym "llartin Clifford" . !lo. 153 - ''!'he Sil ent Thr ee" - is a 

curious tal e obvi oue ly not by Char l e s Hamilton. No. 276 - ''l'hrou gb 

Thic k and Thin" - ie by J. N. Pent o low , but it seems from a atu\JY of 

th o t ext to bo an expande d ve rsion of a s to :!..:.'....ritt en by Cha rl e s 
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Hamilton. The moot euccesetul St . Jim ' s story in this aerie s , 

however, is No. 383 ontitlod "Aftor Lights Out". This tale , which 

is , noodleaa to say , by the genuine llartin Cliff ord , and which is 

not a r<>print , re l ates bow Racko incurred the enmit;y of a foot pad 

on one of bis nocturnal expedition• to the Green llan . When the 

footpad later waylaid Backe and took his revenge , Levison wae 

thought to be guilty of tbe aee8lllt , since he was known to be on 

particularl;y bad terms with tho son of tbe war pro f iteer at that 

tim e. To g<>t oven with Levison , and to avoid beving to explain t o 

Dr .. Holmes about tho nocturnal o.xcureion, Racke accused Lovison , 

who was o:xpollsd from tbe school . The developnent of this plot 

provides one of the most engrossing si ngl e stories ever to have 

been written about St . Jim ' s . 
A numbor of schools mado a solitary appearance in this eoriea . 

!lo, 413 entitled ''rho Feud at Rookwood" was als o e ator;y which was 

making i ta solo appearance in print , but it was onl7 an average 

tale . It is a pity that the Hampshire schoo l was npt better r e­

pre sen ted . No. 67 entitled ''!'ha Secret of St . Winifred ' s" , on tbs 

other hand, was an intriguill8 story about Clive Lawrence who, as 

Jimmy Silver was destined to do some 7ears late r , on bis first da, 

at schoo l bagged a s enior trap and overtook the riv al conveyonoo 

on th o way. As Cl1 ve Lawrence bocamo captain of tbe Fourth , and 

also holped to find buried tr<>nsuro, his fir et t erm at St , 17inifredl! 

was berdl;y unovontfUl . "Rivals of St . Kit ' s " in No. 46 rolntod tho 

vicissitudes of the onreer of Arthur Talb ot, captain of t be school , 

loynll;y backed up by llugcnt of th o Fourth . This extromGl;y dramatic 

talo of St . Kit ' s (not th o semo as th o schoo l in " School l\nd Sporl') 

was , liko the ono about St. Winifred 's, a solo appearance . 

Ws cove on to more famil ia r ground 1'i th No. 235 - "The School 

Under Canvnau, which appeared under the pseudonym "Prosper Boward". 

Thia was a s t or;y about B;ylcomba Grammar School - which bad been 

introduc • d into tbe St. Jim' s storios in 1907. A aeries of short 

storioa ebout th e school was written under this peeudonyc by a 

substitute writer for t he El!lpire Library in 1910. Charles iiamilton 

billlsolf thon wrote a ssri al oontring around this school for llos . 

228-246 of the Geo,, and it was this which was reprinted in !lo. 235 

or tbo Boys' Friend monthly library , Aleo coMacted with the Gem 

Library and tbs Empir e ,iae llo. 367 - "Cousin Ethel'• Schooldays" . 

This was a r eprint of a sorinl '7hicb had first appouod in tho 

El!lpire and l ator a t the back of the Osm (!los. 105-416) . For a 

while _ D' Aroy• s _ cousin spen t ,,the ,time at •. st. '.
0

r<>da • s ' ·•Ilise . Penfold ' s 
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cstabliehmont not too far from St, Jim's. Wero it not for the 
fact that Tom Merry & Co. mad.a a numbe r of appearances in the 
story , it would not perhaps readily oocur to the reader that the 
story was by Charles Hamilton, so differe nt is the method of 
approach adopted by the author, 

Greyfriars was not very well r epresen ted in the Boye' Friend 
monthly library. No. 319 - "School and Sport " - and No. 489 -
"Football Champion s " - wore banal efforts written by that sub ­
stitute writer who imagined th at a list of sporting events provided 
n sub stit ute for a plot when writing a story, No, 513 - "On the 
warpath" - was, however, by Char lee Hamilton, bein g an abridged 
r eprint from Magnets 170 , 176, and 177 (these were later reprinted 
once again in Nos . 51 and 57 of the Schoo lb oys• Own Library), The 
tale deals with the manner in which llulstrode regained the 
captaincy of the Remo,n,, and the diff i culties which beset him latei. 
Tak en as it is from one of the best periods of the red llagn e t, it 
makes fine rendin g in spite of the omission of a number of chapters. 

But if Greyf'riars was poorly represented, it was a neighbour­
ing school - Highcliffe - which was th e centre of the tw o finest 
sto ries within the scope of this article. The firs t , which was 
published in 1915, was No. 288 , entit l e d "!'he Boy Without a Name" , 
This relates how a new boy called Claro came to the school on a 
scholars hip, much to the disgust of llr, llobbs and Ponsonby & Co. 
He struck up a deep friend ship with the wbimeical De Courey, the 
Caterpillar, and despite Poneonb;y's attempts to get him expelled, 
he managed to maint ain his poei tion to th e end, when 1 t turn ed out 
be was th e eon of Major Courteney, Ponsonby ' s ric h uncl e (the 
similarity to the first St, Kit's stori es in "School and Sport" 
some y ea rs l a ter is striking ). There i s much th at can be said 
about "!'he Boy Without a Iiams", 1f anything i s required as pro of 
of tb<l-M,lt&*6&&n6&8~~1'l- - llamu .~-1ti-011, thi .,._;,.a U. r ~Z- ­

apart from the snobbery which might seem exceeei ve by pr ese nt dey 
standards , this tale is every hit as oompelling as th e day it -• 
writt en. Tbs character drawing is superb, with the Caterpillar 
standing out bead and shou lder s above the other characters. Be is 
the original of Cardew, who even at his best hardly equals t he De 
Courcy of this story and its sequel. It is no wonder that Charles 
Hamilton con siders ''!'he Boy Without a Uame" to be one of bis finest 
stories. 

The sequel to thi s story appeared th e following y ear in No.328 
~~~ .. :!~ ... 11

Riva.ls ~~ ... ~~ .!~.~:,_, courteney .was now capta.in .. of . the ...... -. 
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Bighcliffo Fourth but tho Catorpillar, though as friendly ao 
before, was tempted by the bait of tho roulette parlous which 
Ponsonb.1 to l d him llr. Banks was running at Courtfi eld. The des ­
cription of the two visit s to this gambling don aro the highlights 
of tho story, Do Courcy first discov er ed that consistent baolt i ng 
of the same number was not the key to success , and afte r ho had 
lo st all his money ho realized that llr. Banks cou l d manipu l ate the 
wheel. On the second occasion , therefore, he resorted to t he 
dovi ce known as pl aying th o c roupi c r i. e . backing manque whon moat 
etakos wore on impair, and backin g noir wbon most stakes wero on 
rouge , But llr . Banks found this device annoy i ng, and he 
delibera t ely al l owed tho ho l de rs of the big s take s to win in ord er 
to put "s t op to t he Caterpillar ' s rus e . The moral tone of t he 
story i s impeccable , but th e auth or ' s own absorbing int erost in 
roul ette enlivens the subjoct to a tremendous degree . The main 
pl ot of "Rivlll e ar.d Chums" i s again Ponsonby's sch3mings, and tho 
story is a wort by succ esso r to "!'h e Boy Without a llama". Charles 
Hamilton wrote no ot her stories centring around Highcliffe, Tho 

1 o doddering Dr. Voysey, the sn obbish Mr, llobbs , the unscIUpulous 
• Ponsonby and the whimsi ca l De Courcy were nev er again a llowed to 

; •· play th ei r parts on so wide a stage . If for this r oa.son alone , we 
must feel gr ateful to th e origin ator of the lloys • Fri end mont hly 
library t or giving Char l os Hamilton the opportunity to present us 
with two pric ol css j ewel s t o ndd t o our t r easure houeo of sc hool 
stori os . 

ERIC KILDAP.E 

* * * * * * 
POl'TED PERSOliALrrIE S, NO. 7 

By Erio Fayne 

* • • 
Our author 's Capt ains of their rospoctivo schools novor 

soemcd quit e to ring th e bell, They wore , to Sil// th e least, 
rather st odgy charact e rs, - and, in th eir smug drynoes , rath e r 
!\lik e. 

Of the three , however , - Wingate, Ki l dar e , and Bulkele;y , -
I thi nk it can be said t hat Kildare was th e most sucoeeeful. For 
one thing , he was Irish, and that fact se t him ju st a little apart 
from the othor two. In th o Gem' s lat e r yea rs, Kildare was almost 
a nononti ty , and we did not miss him. But , in blue-cover days , be 
fail' ly ,fre'luentl;y . a.l'.l'! a r ed in .a ,st ar role . ....... , .............................................. - ..... .. 
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Probably the best tales in which he appeared wer e those in 
which he was shown in rivalry with llonteith. There were a number 
of eic e llcnt tales on this th eme, and the characters of the two 
bouso lead ers of St . Jim's were shown in clever contra.st. Those 
stories, with the character painting which they possessed, gave 
Kildare a f1Yil18 start over bis opposite number, Wingate of Grey­
friara. In passing, llonteitb was an e:rcellent character study, and 
it was a great pity that he did not feature more prominently in th e 
Gem story. 

!fany of thes e early rivalry stories appeared in "Pluck" though 
I be li eve that th ey were edited, and r e-prin ted in the Gem. 

A series comes to mind in which Kildare left St . Jim's for a 
time, and Tom Merry became Captain of the School, to be succeeded 
in that lofty position by Cutts of the Fifth. Cutts, wishing to 
retain the position, endeavoured to make Kildare's absence per­
manent, in one fine story. 

In the British Isles series , - four sucoeseive stories 
featuring a repres entative of each country , Kildaro appeared for 
Ir e land. As has a lready beon mentioned in these Potted Pe rsonal­
ities, ICorr r epresented Scot l nnd , Fatty Wynn Via.las, and, of course, 
''l'om Morry for England". 

One or two moderate tales introduced Kildare , in connection 
wi tb bis relative Iii ck Kildare, but the plots do not remain in t he 
memory. 

Final l y, in 1931 , a substitut e wri t er contributed a series in 
which Kildar e join ed th e Foreign Logion, - a fa r - f etch ed affair 
which i s bett e r forgotten. 

Kild a re's part at St. Jim's was nothing like so large as 
Winga te • s at Greyfriar s . Wingate bad a s poiled brother , and be 
al s o had an implacable enemy in Loder. On one occa s ion he even 
tell tn lave with an :>ctress . But he was t ·oo lofty and -s edtte-1:i, ­
be a vocy popular character. In Kildare we had moro of the human 
se nior boy, and the Gom would havo boon the poorer for bis absence 
fran th e St. Jim's stage. 

ilord-Lodder. "COXER11 

COKER POKER 
POOPS PROPS 
GBOW!i GBOAJI 

* * * * * 
into "PROlll"' 
POKES POLES 
CBOPS CROWS 
GB OAT GR our 

IIAGIIEI' TITLES (seo p~fl" 160 ) • 

POOLS 
CBOWII 

PRM 
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LErTER :FR<JI AIIERICA 

Ray Hopkins , popular momber of the London O. B. B.C., ia now 

livin g in Soirttlo , U. S. A. With a rac7 l ett er to me recently he 

also gave me a delightful ator7 he had rec eive d fro m a friend of 

bi s , 14.iss Nancy West , a reporter on the Vancouver Daily Province . 

Said Re.y, "How did :,ou l ike that , Herl>ert ? I thought U waa 

awfllll7 funn, and as it has some kinship to tho Club activities I 

thought :,ou would like to hea r about it and perhaps use it in the 

mag.II 
Use it I I should say ao. Why I had a lread7 decided on that 

before I got to that part of Ray's lottor. And when you'v e road 

it I guess you • 11 ea:, I shouldn ' t havo knawn my job if I hadn't 

used it . Hare it 1e in hie friend llanc7 •e graphic aontoncoa . 

"I hnd n long cha t with Fre ddje Goodchild , our librarian the 

othe r day . He t ol d me an hil arious tak e ab out "Chuma" whic h I 

will pas s on. 
Seems that he ond his wife were vacati oning at Point Roberts 

eooe years ago, a.nd wer e l~cky to hit a wnm, dey eummor that 

allowed them to soak up the sun on the beach every day . But , 

this same sun had made a ll the cabins and surrounding driftwood 

dri er tha.n Under . 
So one dq , shortly after :Freddie and hie wife bad settled 

tbemeclvo a on the beach , ho lookod backward to s oo with some 

horror that t he ir cabin was afire - and smoke now billowing from 

th o window. '!'ho two daahod across tho boaoh, alortod thoir n eigh­

bours nnd went to fight th e fir e . One of these noighbora {whoso 

namo I onn supply onl7 if I check wi th :Freddie again ) is , or was , 

a Univ er sity Pr of essor , and ceoo quickly to help. 
Freddie orgsnbed things , gettin g each of his bolp c re to 

grnb l arge armfuls of clothing and pers onal possoeaions and run 

out doors wHb them. Thia wont on until -Fred-docidod it was not 

eate to bring ou t co ro t han ono coro arm l oad . So be and t he 

Prcfoes or wont 1n t o pick up two mor e l oads. Th oy had l oad ed 
t hoir anne, and Fredia wae l eading the way out of the now smoke­
filled room, coughing a littl e , when he hoard a l oud crash from 

behind . 
"Poor Prof'ea eor ,tt Freddie thought wildly , "ho ' s bad it . 11 Bo 

dropped hie nm l oad of possessions enr, which wq and ran back 

to the r oecue , onl:, t o find the Prcfoseor s tanding 1v1th a wondo:r­

ing , awed look on hie fao o , holding a book . 
11Look, Fred , " be said . "A oopy of "Chums". I havon 't soon 

,,,ono .o f .. th oac ,.sinc o ... I ,was a b o,1}" -·- - ····-..\2o nclud od page .. 156) ........ .. 
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JJEl~OJJ lff COlUJJ)JJ 
All communications to ROBERr BLYTHE 

46, CAllLErON RD. 1 HOLLOWAY I LOIIDO!i', N.J. 

Our first contribution this month comes from Ernest Carter of 
Australin. Ho has chosen as bis subject the 2nd 11 ..... Series of 
which not much has been written, This particular series has not 
fou.nd much favour in the past amongst a lot of collectors (myself 
included) but there's more in it than meets the eye as this article, 
and one or two others I have in hand, will show . What Ernest has 
to say is certainly su rpri s ing to me and is sure to interest those 
of you who are Sexto n Blake fans. 

THE NELSON LEE LIBRARY 
2nd New Series 1932 

R,,"'PRIIITS FROII SEXTON BLilE LIBRARY 
lst Series 1920 

By E.C. CARl'ER. 

*** 
So much has been written about the Nelson Lee old aeries and 

first new series so I have decided to show a 11 ttle light on the 
second new series which up to date has puzzled co llect ors whether 
the detective stories were written at the time by Brooks, or other 
authors, or even perhaps reprints by Jiu.ell Sco tt and othe r s . I 
have before me Nelson Lee No. 134, 2nd new series and also Sexton 
Blake 1st series No. 124. The fo=er title is "!'be Prisoner of 
the Temple" and the lat t er '-'l'he Mystery of the Th ousan d Peaks". 
'I' ho-i,ee-venion-H-<><>~sed - 1'-rom-tbe - Blake ·story, · J'n-tt-l!erton­
Blalce becomes . Nelson Lee, 'rinker - Nipper, The Hon. John Lawless -
Lord Dorrimore, >ihere Pedro is featursd he becomes Wolf , This 
story takes place in llancburia. The next Lee is No. 136 "South 
Sea Loot " which is taken from Sexton Blake Lib rary No. 108, ''Th e 
Bead Hunter's Secret" . Lord Dorrim ore ie not featured this time. 
Lee No. 137 ''!'he House of Horror" is taken from Sexton Blake !lo, 
127 - ''The Affair of the Oriental Doctor". This is probably by 
Lowis J ackson as tho Blake story featurod Inspector Harker and 
Leon Kestrel • !larlce r keeps his identity in the Lee "ersion but 
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X.eatrel ia omitted . No. 147 is the nert Lee etocy "Desert Foea" 

which is tak en and condensed from Sexton Blake Bo, 136 'The 

Sheikh ' s Son" which features Lee, Hipper and LomDorrimore , Ho.1 49 

is tho last Lee atol'7 I have been able to trace which ia cnti tled 

'Tho Treasure or the Hunger Dosert• which is teken trcm Saxton 

Blake !lo, 144, 'The Secret of the llunger Dese rt". This is a story 

about Tibet . As my Sexton Blake collection is not compl ete I am 

Wlable to trace any more reprints or rewrit ten storiee. Perhaps 

collectors who are interested in rese&reh wort: may be able to trace 

some more for themselves, as I now have given a lead , I t now 

prov es that Brooks did not wri to the stories at the time nor were 

they reprints by IIIUWel~r others. With the exception of 

the "House of Horror - Affai r of the Oriental Doctor• by Lewie 

Jackson, the other stories were definitoly by Andrew llurry , a 

proli fic wri tor of Blake in tho 1920' s . The Hon. John Lawless waa 

ono of his favouri to characters . Why llurray' s storios were ro­

print od good as they woro, and write rs lilto Breaks, Williac, llurra,y 

Graydon, llarlc Osborne 3nd Pierre ~ircullo , who stories wero not 

used in tho Loo ver sions is rath er a mystery, Perh aps lblrray ' s 

stori es were more ensily obtained , permission granted without 

trouble and more euitable tor the period . Then again , it reprints 

were being used why were tho stori es of G. B. Teed not used? 

In conc lusi on I hope this little effort will be of some use to 

collectors of the Nelson Lee and lllakiana . I think it has opened a 

new tield of ressarch as I don ' t know whether the subject has been 

used bef ore , 
I would welcome any oommonts and furth er information about this 

interesting matt e r - Nelson Lee Library 2nd new ser ies - Reprints 

from Saxton lllak o first aeries . 

• * * * * * • 
Well there 7ou ar e. It any of you ears to go into this matter 

of r eprints and can trace any more, both he ti: I would be very 

pleased to hear of them, 
* * * .. • .. • 

llext we have llorman Prsgnell of the lleraeyside Club . A few· 

months ago he gave a resume of one of hie favou rit e series, i . e . 

eonoeming the Schoo l Train . '?his tille he goes further back to an 

earl;r lat I.S. ;ram when the-O ld Paper was at the height of ite 

popul &rity . llorman ie one of the keenest N.L. supports , and he 

is oertainl y doing hie etuff at the c lub meetings to get t he 11.L. ·- - - ....... _____ .... ,., ___ .. 
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its proper appreciation, as witness their report last month. Nice 
work Borman, more power to your e lbow! 

SI'. FRANKS A!ll'D THIS RAGGING BUSINESS 

By BORIIA!I PRAG!IELL 

***** 
There is no doubt that many a successful school story has be en 

based on thd theme of interbouse japing and ragging, and many are 
the episodes we have a ll road whero Ancients have debagged lloderns 
and tho Fourth have been unceremoniously bumped and ducked by the 
Romovo. Somo of us may r eca ll with amusement the time wbon Lovell 

was dumped ot Bngsbot by that enterprising new boy Loring who bad 
no compunction about letting Lovell sharo tho fate int ended fDl' , • 

bimsolf. Most of these yarns wcro n.musing and interesting, even 
i.f tb.cy left no la s ting mark on our memories. 

It was left to Edwy Searles :Brooks to give us Nelson Lee 
readers the opportun ity of reading what was wi tbout doubt the 
finest series of this type to be written, and it appeared in the 
first near series Nos. 68 - ·71 and was entitled ''rhe Feud of th e 
Fourth". 

Th e opening chapte r s told us of Nippe r & Co. wi tb sev e ral of 
his fellow Removci tea ju s t arriving at :Belton s t ation aft er tboir 
African holiday, and instead of rec ci ving tho ch orry greetings of 
thoir schoo l fri ends wo road these lines which told u s tha.t this 
was to b o no usual story. "And strangely enough, ev o:ry fn.co wo.s 
grim . There were no welcoming smiles here - no cherry greetings. 
Nipper during tb a.t first second sensed tha t something wa.s wrong. ' 1 

And how right he wns . Misunderstandings the previous dcy, over a 
m11ror rllg4,y-A-rmstrong-..n -Pro"t.-s ·sor -Tu-elt..-r !ilill. -=rter11,1ntlamed 
tempers, and the Fourth wore in no lighthearted mood. Nipper & Co. 
were quickly grabbed, then compelled to wear tb s i r clothing inside 
out, and fina lly made to trund le a back cont aining Boots & Co. back 
to St. Franks . Relations between the t wo Forn1s rapidly deteriorated 
and figMa, both individual and collective were soon tho order of 
the d&J'. Thrashing m"chinea, tar and feathers, wholesale glueing 
to forms were but few of the methods use d in the war between the 
Remove and the Fourth. 

To make the bitterness comglete an unknown dealer in des-
truction ~· appeared ... on .. tbe ,, sc ene,_ .. oalin~ .. out ... J>U:Disb:nent .......................... · .. · .......... . 
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indiscriminat e ly, caring nothing whether bis bl ows fell on 
Removeitee , Fourtbformers, or even ma.s t ore. That be was a very 
unpleasant fe ll ow we know, becaus e ho was quite fr ee with his use 
of dog "llhips ond heavy stones, 

Inevitably, the Head was forced to tak e act ion , and bot h ,,_ 
were warned that future repetit i on of this co nduct would reailt in 
expul sion ond flogging for t he l eader e . 

But matt e r s were out of bond by then. The Ramove fomed on 
Ancie nt Order of Avengers and the Fourth replied with their own 
int erp retatio n of the Klue nux Klan, and th e war was continue d 
anew. The end had t o come , however, and the unkno'W?l manace was 
even tually diecovore d, but only in the nick of time , for by the n 
Nipper and Boote bad both received the eont enco of expul ei on. 

Jus ti ce was done ho11ever, and tho guilty culprit e:z:poeed and 
pub li c ly dlUIIIDled out of tho school , but not bofor o confessing to 
b ein g responsible for the more unpleasant happenings . 

Refle ct ing back on this aeries, one realizes that this was not 
a story baaed on person alities, but upon fast moving even ts and 
situatio ns, and al though many of our favourite characters appeared, 
thcro was no emphasis on any one particular person , thnt is not 
until the end , wbon the guilty boy took the l imelight . 

Finally in eumming up, l et us eey that th is was an excell<l!lt 
story, extremely well written, without any padding , a story that 
held our interest to the l ost line. · 

* * * * * * * 
I have been asked •when are we going t o hav e anoth e r quiz ? ' 

Vlell it •s not oasy to think of questio ns t ha t will stump somo of 
you expert s but - well get your teeth in to these. Answers next 
month - I hope I Incidentally they're a ll conc erne d with ono or 
othe r of tho Holiday Serieo. 

1. What was th e •conqu erore '? 2. l'/hich Fourth-former found bis 
fat her , long believed doad , and wber o? 3. On one holiday there was 
a so rt of barring -out . In what ki nd of building & where? 4. l'lbo 
was the ' Prisone r of the Cavern ' ? 5. Who, or \!lb.at, ware Angelina, 
limlla , Susie & Li•zie? 6. A Dra&0n met a liandere r . The Dr ago n won 
the fir st round but not the las t. When & where? 7. Char lie Chaplin 
once spoke to the one and only E. o. Handf or tb. When & where? 8 . Haw 
far waa Ixwell f r an I>lostane? 9. \\"here was the ri~ or J!aj a r ra? 
10. Who was Danie l Naab? (concl uded pogo 160). 
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BlJ)})Jf)fJJ) 
(unavoidably Blalciana is shorter t han usua l, but we hope to return 
to noima l next month . ) 

''THE PAS? IS PRESE!fl'" 

By J . PACKllAN 

*** 
On reading one of t he Sexton Blake Libraries published last 

month, !lo. 283 enti tl ed ''Tbe Case of the African Hoodo o" by Rex 
Hardinge, I was consider ably surprised to feel a sense of 
familiarity with tbe story. 

Tbe African set t ing, the happenings an d tbe name of the 
author, gav e me the clues and, on re tuming1D my col lec tio n of 
Union Jacks' for inspiration, I found this so -c alled "newu S.B.L. 
was mere ly a re - write of the very firs t Rex Hardings story to 
appear in tbe Union Jack No. 1265 dated 14th January 19 28 , 
entitled ''The Black Cl oud" . 

Excep t for some changes in the names, and with tbs addition 
of a "gl,..orous female" (no t needed in my opinion), t he whole plot 
has been lifted from the Union Jack, the first chapter s of each 
story being practical l y identical . The Amalgamated Press managed 
to do quite a bit of cribbing, but personally, I feel the yarn is 
quite a topical one, and has been handl e d very well . 

Seeing that the origina l story was written many years before 
this Mau Mau business came to a he ad, i t is obvio us that Rex 
Harding• had a good knowledge of South Africa and Kenya . He most 
ce rtainly pro pbocied as to what would e vent ually happen , and thi s 
to my mind , gives an suthenticit:, to tha-Stox:y ______ _ 

I have many of th e old Union Jacks ' among which are some fine 
s t ories by Rex Hardinge , and I, for one , woul d be very pleased if 
th e Editor of th e S.B . L. decided on a little mor e crib b ing. He 
has plenty of ma t e rial at bend fran which to sele c t . To go furtbel; 
I cannot soc any reason why be cou l d not ro-int roduco th o 
cbn r acters of Sir Richard Loso l ey and Lobangu which Mr. Hardingo 
took over from th e l ate Cocil Hayte r, but I su ppo se this could ho 
asking too much. 

For those who aro int orostod , th e commencement of tho open ing 
chapt e r of bo t h.,t ho . orl.f!:ina l . Union..J nck ,.and th e curpnt _S, ,B,L.. 1/,t,9. 
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foll";~~n Jack No.1265 i Serton Bloke Libr a,:y No. 283 
dated 14.1.28 . ! datod llarch 1953. 

It was sund<>Wner tim e at I Soapy Cartor , international crock, 
Benns pruit. Stretch ed out in : smooth c osmopolitan f orgor, re-
chairs on t he 11stoep" of the man~ pcat ed on a cheque in Johannes ­
a.gor' s hous e , Saxton Blak e nnd 'Iburg the error he had made on 
Burke Wallac e smoked the evening specimens of hie work in London, 
pipe of placid reflection. Before ) Paris and New York, and ot he r 
th em st retched a glori ous panoram~ centres t hro ughout the worl d, and 
of orchard l ands t he tr ees sho~ as a re sul t Sert on Blake s at 
greon against . the red so il i n_ a I stre tc hed out i n a comfortable 
seri es of pe rf ectly st raig ht lines.I chair on the stoep of the es tate 
Dott ed bore and th oro -.ve re the J manager• s house at Dawnsprui t and 
small round housos of th e over- j enjo ye d a sundowner end the even­
seers and just beyond the man~ ing pip e of r eflection . 
garden a cluster of buildings I Before the de t ecti ve ' s eyes 
surrounded the s t ore. Sert on I st retched a wid e panorama. of 
Blake dr ew a long breath of sheerlAfrioa tamed by man's h" rd work, 
contentment. The case tbat had : acre upon acre of orange groves, 
brought him from England to i the trees s howing a s bottle - green 
'! ohann esburg had pr oved an e'.'ac t j lin es S&Binst th e redn e ss of the 
1.ng one. He had met Wall ace 1n t~ soil cri ss - crossed w1. th the 
course of bis investigations and J sp c.rk.l e of wnter furrows. Dotted 
had taken an instant liking t o tllel he re and there were the small 
tall man wi. t h the strong lin ed pvhi te houses of the ove rsoors , 
face and prematurel y grey hair . : each flanked by a wind break of 
The liking had been mutual , so 

1
. aums and a short distance from the 

that when, at the succ essful con- manager's garde n on its hilltop 
cluaion of the case Serl on Blek o j that commanded such a maen:1-fioent 
conf es s ed to needin g a hol id ay, lview of the estate a clu ster of 
Wall ace had begged him t o come I buildings surr ounded t he big 
and spend a ,,eek or t wo on the I packing shed Blake drew a l ong 
Citrus Estat e in t he Barb e rton 

1
breath of contentment . The tra.il -

district of which ho v1as th o man- I ing trapping and rounding up of 
ago r. Blak o acc opto d r eadily 1soap,r had be en tough , nerve -
r oalising how spen t wero all his , racking ta sk, so rdid, violent and 
resources by hie gru e lli ng work ! generally unp leasant , so when a 
chi efly underground on tho 

1
, chance acquainta.nco, Tom Garret t, 

Promi orbu r g Gold Mine . He and Had ,.skod th e d ot eotivo and hi s 

i~~B!i!!~i!f~ne~if~~8 :
0~d ~be ;assistant to sto p over for a ff!fl 

dc t ect i vc .. ,had .,to • conf osq . ho .. had •..• ' .. - ....... ............. - . ....... _ .. __ , ..... _._,··-········ -·······-····· 
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enj oy ed every minut e of tho timei 

* *** * 

day s th ey bad gratefully 
acce pted. 

* "** * 
A SCORE FOR BLAKE FANS. The "Dai ly Expross" of April 2nd bad o 
good s t ory which shou l d ple ase all Blak e fans . It concerned 
Alfre d Denvi ll e , vet era n actor and ex U.P. and Stanl ey Baldwin 
when Prime Minist e r . llr. Denvill e was telling him that a man be 
bad met in a trai n spent the whol e journey r eading a bundl e of 
comics . "Nothing odd about that 11 said M.r. Bal dwin , "My f av ourite 
r ea ding is Sexton Blak e" - and he pull ed ,ono out of bis pock et. 

Yea , Bl ake f ans a r o cnti tled to c ro.v. Dr. Summerski ll whe n 
i n the Gove rnment did once put in a good word for t he Gem, but 
Hamilt onians cannot clai m a Prime Min ister as a patron . 

* * * * * * * 
A mee tirrg of t he Sex ton Blake circ l e was bold at Gr eenwich on 

Sunday , Apri l 12th 1953 . Pr esent were Len & Josi e Packman, Olive 
& Chae Wright, Arch i e Young nnd Ben Whiter, lett ers were rec eived 
from tboeo un ab l e to attend . 

The worlc done duri ng the pr evious quarter was submitted and 
sorte d out , and th e following was pr oposed for the 1953 c.D. 
Arrnual : -

Ant hon y &'Jeane cor re spondenc e. \'lorl<: of Allan Bl a ir , John G. 
Brandon, Gwyn Evans, Coutt s Brisbane , Pierre Quirolle and Coci l 
Hayter, and a composite artic l e on th e char act or o f Sexton Blake 
through t he years , in the hands of diff e rent authors. 

A d i s cussi on W!lS bold on future programm es and the meet i ng 
was decl a r ed clos ed at 5--45 p . m. The rema i nder of t ho evening was 
spen t round the fire wi th gene r al chats on t ho hobby. 

C. WRIG!fl'. 
Acti ng Socrctary. 

(con t'd f rom pago 149) LFll'TER FR(!.! .U!ERJCA 
Fred di e says t ho l oud o r !lSh he beard was t ho pr of ess or 

dropping his lo ad ot posses sions when be saw tho b ook I 
Can you boat that one? (End of quota tion). 

(Well , as Ray says "How do you lik o t ha t ?") 
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OLD BOY.SJ BOOX CLUB 
LONDON SECTION 

!2!:i!....!2.• In delightful weather amidst the picturesque setting of 
Surbi ton c l ose t o the ri vor Th811JJs, reminding Hamiltonians of ~t 
famous joumoy and cruise of the 11Wator Lily", a good reprosentative 
gathering enjoyed th o wam hospitality of Eric F~ne at the llodern 
School. In the unavoidable absence of chairman Len, awing to in ­
disposition, Josie Packman took the chair. Official formalities 
were soon finished and the company adjourn ed to the 0 Rag" where a 
fine food tha t would have delighted Fatty Wynn was partBk:on. 
Follo'rln g tho feed it was out into tho gerden where with the spring 
flowon, and the llagnolia troo at its boat, host Eric · conducted tho 
Hamil to ni a journey. First Home was Rogsr Jenkins followed by llob 
Whiter, Josie Packman and llen Whiter in that order . Then in tho 
company went into the Remove fonn room for th e Groyfriars Lotto , 
a very fine game d evised by the worthy hoot . In th is game al l can 
join in even if their knowledge of old boys• book:8 is limited . 
Competi t ors have t o get twe lv e cha racten, fill ed in ins tead of tho 
numbers in the original "Lott o" . John Gaal was first to finish 
followed by myself , t hen llob Blythe, llob Whiter, Josie Packman and 
llarea Deacon. Grea t fun and laughs were had by canpotitors call ­
ing out for names t hey a l ready bad . After this game down we wont 
t o the 11bcolsior" cinema for a film show wit b boat Eric as 
operator . A gra.,d ehow this with hosts of lau ghs. To 'o'ind up a 
very fine meOti ng 11What's My Line" on the T. V .. was seen follcmed 
by the get t ogether ere we l eft our host and his lady helpers for 
our journey, exc ept of course John Gea.l who li ves nearby , back 
t o the metropolis. 

Nerl meeting at "Cherry Place 11
, Wood Green on Sunday, llay 17th. 

UNCLE BE!IJAIIU. 

* * * .. * 
NORTHERN SECTION 

3rd Annual General lleeting . April 4th , 1953, 239 Hyde Pa:dc Road, 
Leeds . 

The bringing f o,ward of the me eting a week to Eaator Saturday 
evi dently affected the attendance which was a pity seein;i it was 
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the occasion when the officials had to give an account of their 
s tewardship. However, when they had complied , members present 
evid ently considered their repres entatives had kept faith for all 
wcro re - el e cted wi tbout any to do. 

Some i nteresting figures in t he s t atement of account s were 
Library Fees 1:35. 15. 1'*1., Sale of Books £14. 10. 6d., and Books 
Purchaaed 1:63. 16. 10. Despit e thi e substantial purchase during 
the y ear th ore was etill a balance in hand of f.11. 13. 3 . If one 
adds th e books bought in t he two previou s yoars it is ovid cnt tho 
Club is in a sound condition, for on the av e rage tho books bought 
aro worth at l east th e amount paid for them. 

There was an in t eresting discu ss ion on a question put by Robert 
Pick - "Would it be pos s ibl e to reduce the library fee in order to 
encourag e sales?" The fe e lin g of the meet ing was that it would not 
bo practicable, at present at anyrate. It was point ed out there was 
a. l ot of work inv olv ed. As an i l lu strat i on, when a pos t a l member 
pl E'.c os a now order tho consci e ntiou s Librarian hae to check bis 
record s t o see t hat tbe b orrower gets copi es he bas not bad before -
no easy job in some instances. 

Aft e r r ef r eshm~nts came a new game "Bunte r Drive" , invented by 
t he eve r resourceful Gerry All ison . I've paid tributes to his 
geniu s b ef or e . I ' m going to do it again for this was a rea l winn er . 

I t has the advantage that ev e ryone, Hamilton fan or not has an 
equa l ch ance , and I fe o l su r e Gerry would be willing to exp l ai n 1 t 
t o n.nyonc i nt orc sted . 

The prize wa.s a very attr ac tive one - a set of t h e new coins 
fr om a farthing to ha lf-&-cro'tV!l - with an erlra shi llin g for Scot ­
l and . Bi 11 Willi amson was the lucky winner with a score of 155 out 
of a possible 210. 

Altogethe r a very enjo yabl e ev en ing. 
Next meeting llay 9th . 

H. LECK.EIIBY, North ern Section Correspond ent . 

* * * * 
IIIDLAND SE~IO N 

lleoting 1 20 i h April. A v e ry go od muste r of members and yet t wo more 
new friend s were present on this very notable occasion I i t b_eing 
our second birthd ay ·party . 

Unfortunat e :cy, of our two distinguished visitors exp ected only . 

BZ~ · i11~v.~f~/ · ... ~~~~1;• n~ t.J:rro~ e~ou1~
0

b;n (~o~~v~· Jk'Til.i2; .. 
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[etter "Box 
OLD PRIE!IDS REl'Ol!IIIIG Ill ''BILLY l!OllrER' S O'ill" 

Dear Herbert Lecltenb;r, April llth.1953, 
'l'harlka for the C,D. Good aa ever, especiall;r Eric Fa;rna •a 

'Potted Peraonalit1ea 1 , Your article on B,'I', Johnson wolte 11,myol.d 
llflloriea . I don''\ think I ever came aoroea him, bu.1. ueed to hear a 
great deal about hilll, and I ae<n to N111&11ber that the "Pride of the 
Ring" was apeciall;r camniaaioned b;r Sir Harold, at'te,:,rarda Lord 
Rothermere, and with all its flamboyance it 11'88 very readable, I 
remember it ver:r clearl y , though it must be half a century since I 
read it, or very nearly. 

Four authors in one have been ver:r busy latel;r on "Bill:r 
:ainte r 1 a Own" annual, Fr..,lt Richards, of course, has been dealing 
with w.o.B, --<!ilda ll'ith Beeaie, -Ralph Bedll'af ll'ith tho Rio Ud , 
Charlee Bmnilton ll'ith the "School for Slacltera", The latter, 88 

doubtleaa ;rou ltnoll', was a teatura of "llodem Bc;r" in the dear dead 
• ~e beyond recall, It was qui to a pleasure to the author to meet 

i 
t Jl.Jm1 lloCann ap;in, I trust ho 11'111 have the same, effect on th e 

readers. 
ICindest regards, 

.Un;;ra ;roura sinoerel;r, 1'RAIIK RICJWiDS. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • • 
The Pllblishera Tell You Sccething, Too . 

llilDEVILLE PDBLICATIO!IS 

45, Great Russell Street, LOlilXlll, w.c.1 . 
14th April, 1953 

Dear llr. Leclcenb;r, 
I note from tlio pail no edi tio n a of "\lie •Colleotora• Digest• 

that llr. Frenlt Riobard& has infom ad ;rou that a BILLY BmBR'S on 
is being published this ;rear. I am vary happ;r to infollll ;rouraolf 
and the readers of ;rour ver;r popular magazino th at tho book: ia 
being publi shed b;r oureelvoa and hope that although its general 
format = bo ditf orent to the old ' Bolido,y Annuals', it will be 
happil;r reooivod. 

Another point Yhich I am sure will be Yeloomed 1a that the 
book Jacltet and th e illustrations will be done by llr,C.H.Chapman . 

With good wishes, Toure aincerei.y, A.E. GEB!WID. ·---· 



.... -·- - ····--~ .. ---- - --- (160) . 
HE WBErTED YOUR APPEl'l'l'ES 

3 IContgome ry Driv e , 
Sheff'ie l~, 7. 

Dear llr. Editor, · • A~6t h/53. 
Pleaee di s illusion llr. Ceoil llivant ~at we have had 

enough of his romi niscenoes . I am: o many ie llow co ll ectors also 
found hie letter in the April "C.D . moat intere sting. Canno t 7ou 
induc e him to write a t'ull length articl e for th e 1953 Annual ? 

You.re s incer elJr, 
LEONARD II. ALLEN. 

(I've rece i ved qui to a lot of r eque ste f or moN fran Kr. Bullivant, 
I'v e as k ed him to obligo . - H.L . ) 

• * * * * 
FLEHr Sl'l!Elilr BOUlfD I 

4 llilbank Cr es c ent, 
Doar Herb ert , DARLINarON. 6th Apr il . 

Thanks for " C.D. " just reo oivod . I though t 7ou might like -to • 
know th at I ' ve tak en the j ob with 11Ba•eille" and am sta rting with 
th em as Featu res Writor on Monday 4t h . ~. So wish me luckl 

For a. f ow weeks I sha ll probably be in digs so I mean to con ­
t act some of the OBB f ans so fo.r known to me by name only . It I' m 
still holding t he j ob down next Xmas I mo.7 b e ab lo t o prod th e 
Editor int o dealing wi th the hobby so if you c ould s pa.re him a c ow 
it mig ht pr oduce results. Until I fiJt up a bane in London wi ll 7ou 
pl ease een4 "C.D. 11 t o the above address and my wife will send it on. 

I f you care to make this item a par in t he next iesue l 1vo no 
objection. 

Sincerely 7ours , GEORGE IIELL. 

l!E!.SON LEE CO.LUlll! ( cont'd fran P"BO 153). 
Well I t hi nk th at th a t l ot will oa uso you t o sc ratch your 

head s. Th er e are 14 points all told. And th e b est of luck! 

IIA<lliE!' TITLES. " S" denotea s ubeti tut s. No. 1167. Waking up Ore­
fri &rB. !lo. 1168 . The Call of the Circus. No. 116 9 . The Hidden Band. 
No. 1170 Tale-Bearer in Chi ef. llo. 1171. The Ore )'friars Rebellion. 
!lo. 117 2. Down With the TFo an t . 1'o. 1173. All lluay on t he Grey-
.friars. Fr om. llo., .. llJJ...; V. ot <crz...f o..t...!h.• Rebe l s,._ ___ _ _ _ ., ___ _ 

.JORI DUPLICATING SERVICES, 7 THS Sl!AJIBLES, YOBK. Te l . YOl!K 3898. 
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