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FRCJI THE EDITOR' S CIIAIR 

OUR CORONATION IIIJliBER. When this number appears all the news­
papers and peri odicals will be full of Coronation ne,rs and pic­
tures, so wh;y' shou l dn't our little magazine marl< the historic 
event, too? We are doing it somewhat differently, however, for 
we are dwel ling on Coronations past. For th e materia l I have 
be en ab l e to get together, rrr, thank s a re due t o Bill Gander, that 
good fri end in far off Manitobe, Harry stab l es and Eric Fayne. 
Eric a lso k1nd~ supplied the photograph from whic li we wer e ab l e 
to get our cover picture. I wonder haw many of our "Gem" fa.ns 
remember buying that number in the lo ng ago . 

Unfortunately we were unable to i nclude some of our popular 
papers. The Nelson Lee Lib r ary , ot courae , r ose and fell between 
t wo Coronatio ns, neTerth9l ess, 88 wil l be seen, Belson Lee and 
Nipper were busy on one occaeion before St. Franks ns born. 

A.o for the Union Jack it was still a hal fpe 11117 at the time 
of the 1903 Cor onation and no special effort seOIDAI to have been 
made. I don • t thinlc anything worth . recording happened in 1911 
---· .. ·---, .. -.. ,---~--.,--.. ----......... ·-·-·-........ -- ......................... _ .. .......... _ ...... .. 
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either . 
Now I should just lik e to refer to a rema:xkab le circumstance 

concerning a royal event and a boy's weekly, tbough it wasn't a 
Coronation, instead the wedding of King Alphonso of Spain and 
Princess Ena of Battenburg. I cannot remember t he date but I 
think it would be in 1908, or maybe late 1907. Anyway Bretts 
Halfpenny Surpr ise publish ed a littl e before the event had a story 
telling of an attempt to assassinate the royal pair . As history 
tells such an attempt was actually made on the day of the wedding, 
an attempt which was nearly s ucce s sfu l . · 

Now I bave a clear recollection of seeing the story at the 
time1 I em also certai n some newspaper bad a paragraph abo ut it 1 

yet there is one thi ng that puzzl es me. According to our records 
Bret ts 'Halfpenny Surprise• w1 th i ta orange cover finished in 
1906 after a run of over ten years. I have an idea that tbe paper 
in which thi s story appeared was th e I Surprise • in a now format 
with a larger page size and possibly increased to a penny . The 
old one certainly did not make a habit of publishing to pical 
st ories . If any of our older members can give me any details no 
that tbey can be included in the feature being prepared for the 
Annual, I shall be most grateful. 

Yours sincerely , 
HERBERI' LECKENBY. 

P .S . ' Annual' Ballot r e sult next :nonth . 

}Jf)fr)JlJOfJJf)f}fJ 
Compil ed by l!El!BERI' LEC!CENllY 

*** 
Greyfriars Nationalized ! Don I t be alarmed I it • s only the 

tit le of an amusing skit which appeared in "Punch", yes "Punch" on 
April 15th. It ran to a page and a bit of Britain • e acknowledged 
leadi ng hu:nourous weekly . It was written by Anthony Powell with 
an illu s tr at i on by Norman l!a."lsbridge. 

We find Bob Cherry declaring that next tenn the schoo l is to 
be re-named "!'be Grey School of Social Significance". Bunter is 
in troub l e, as usual, for the picture shows him padding himself 
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with several copies of the "Hew Statesman 11 in preparation for a 
visit to the Bead. The Owl also makes a caustic comment on what 
George Ornell said about them, 

Unfortun ately Anthony Powell ' s memory seems to have let him 
down for be seems t o be under ~he impression that D• Arey was a 
Greyf riars man. The artist follow,i his lead for he has Gussy in the 
picture. Bob Chen-y groans "Oh gum! Here's a go , we'll be losing 
Gussy, The Honourabl e Arthur Augustus D'Arcy won't do at all at 
Greyt'riars in the Century of th e Common l!oy". l!ut D'Arcy retorts; 
"Weally have none of you tak en the twobble to find out that my 
fath er, Lord East wood , is a Labah peer!" 

There ' s another glaring mist ake when Harry Wharton groans 
"Will Prout remain our housemast er? I hope not . " 

Vernon Smith ' s father it seems is standin& at the nerl elect i on 
in the 'Labour interest• and Fisher T. Fish will have to clea r out 
because they won't want a bally American witch - hunting the new 
masters. 

Thore •s a lot more in the same v ein and the article fi nishes 
with l!unter saying , "Anyway I'm l eaving this term. I've passed the 
int erview for th e !.!ini st:cy of Food ! And th e Inte ll igence Teet tool 
They eay the e l ovcnees thore arc s imply fratjo us !" 

Woll it ' s a ll good fun, but tho.nk goodness they 'll al l turn up 
just as of yore i n the noxt l!unter l!ook . 

Thnnka, Eric Humphries, for s ending mo tho cutting . 

PostGcript . A wee k or two later 11Punch11 published a lott or, 
supposedly from D' Arcy , donying tbnt ho eve r was "associated wit h 

those Groyfri nrs people. 11 

* * * * * 
CA.RDEW THE CAD. Said the "Radio Ti mes", liay 8th - "Lis-toners who 
remember the famous pre-war boys • paper the Gem will perhaps recall 
that the 'cad of St . Jims ' was a certain Ralpi,Carde..- . nen Douglas 
Robinson was invited t o join t he R.A.F . Ga:gShow during the war be 
remembersd Cardew and decided to base his comedy act on the ' beastly 
sch oolb oy• . AB he deve l oped and elab orated tho act , Robinson 
dropped bis own Christian name and subs tituted • Cardew ' ." 

Some of you will remember tha t on one of my London t ripe I 
had the pleasure , t hanks to Harry Ho me r, of being introduced to 
Dougl as ' Co.rd.aw' Robinson. It rms evident from what be t old me 
then. th at _ be was a , faithfu l Gemite , ... ..... , .. _ , ____ ____ .......... _,._ .. _____ __ _ 
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And he re once a.gain a Hamilt on paper provides copy for the 

"Radio Times" with it u eight m1.111on circula t i on ! 

* * * * * 
And now for B&milt oniana ' a contr ibution to Coronation 

noetalgia. 

WORD LADDER COIIPEl'ITION 

Gerry Allieon reporte: I have he.rdl;r been overwhelmed b,- the 
number of entri es for th is co ntest, the aim of whi ch , re ader s wi ll 
remember, was to cbar,ge th o word POrTER int o ORBENE by altering one 
letter at a tim o , nnd making a pr oper word at each atep. 

The example I ga Te , eh""ed COKER a l tered into PHOU? in t his 
way, although , as some competitors have poin t ed out, one of the 
et eps - • polls ' - was om1 tted. Thi s was a printer • s error may I 
BIi.Ji 

Wall, 1111 own eo l uti on waa done in 20 steps , bu t three com­
pe titors have beaten thi s . The winn •.:- : 3 Tom Bopperton of Scar­
borough, Vlho co.naged to effect th e c.." : .ge in 16 eteps, a ll New 
English Dictionary words. Here t hey are . 
POl'l'ER PAT'l'ER P.L."fl'ER WAlfrER WAl!l'ER WHITER W!IITBS 
WHIIIBS CBIIIBS CHINKS CHICKS CHECKS CIIBEl(S CREEKS 

GREEKS GREENS GREENE • 16 . 
Tom theref ore recei vee the prige of half a guinea, o.nd I con­

gratulate him upo n a ve ry brillio.nt effort . I hardly think his 
ecore could be baat en . 

The two ot hers wer e Stanley Knight, of llre.dford, and Jamoa 
Cook of Watford , each with 18 words , both pr aiseworthy efforts, fo r 
it certainly "-B a t easor . 

CORONATION DAYS 

by BRIC FAYIIB ... 
Tbs world ' s gre ate et Schoo lboy charac ters of al l time, - Tom 

Merry , Arthur Auguatue D' Arcy, Barr,y Wharto n , and Bi ll,r 13unter, 
have bee n popu l ar favouritea for five reign s . Sur e ly w1 thout 
e:a:aggeration , we can call them the Royal Family of sc hoolboys • 
.........•.• Tho papers which _ gave _ them birth , ... tbe __ oem_ and . tb 0 !.!"€'let - ... _ 



.................. , •. _ ..................... "'""""' "" ···•· · ...... ···( 166) · ..... - ... ··-·-· ······-······"···-·"·······- ·················"-··· 

were supreme during four reigns, Hitler killed those papers, and 
their death l oft a gap on the bookstalls which has nevor been 
filled , But to the satisfaction of all of us , Hitler could not kill 
Tom llerry or Billy Bunter, Our schoolboy characters, i n their old 
familiar settings, live on in this gracious Elizabethan age, and 
their adventures are as ente rtainiJ18 today as they were in the 
s lower and more sed ate times of Edward th e Seventh, when they first 
appeared . 

Most gratifying of all , the King of school story writers, 
Charles Hamilton, is still with us in this royal year of nineteen 
fifty-three, to charm the passing hours w1 th his new masterpieces, 
It is th e ee.rnast hope of every read er of The Collec tors • Digest 
tha t he may be spared to us, to continue his splendid wolil:, for a 
great many years to come. 

Never at any time in the history of Gr<>yfrisi,, or St . Jim's 
can any of his readers have doubted his intense loyalty o.nd revei-­
enco for the Crown. His stories, as British as the Union Jack it­
self, aro tho very essence of the be lief in the British way of life, 
Through the ch<Ulge and decay which have tak en place in the outer 
worl d and even in this country e in ce 1906 , the star of patriotism 
bas always shone brightly in the stories of Charles Hamilton. 

In 1906 when Arthur Augustus D' Arey finit made his bow, in 
1907 when Tom Merry came along to be the Hero of the Shell, and in 
1908 when Herry Wharton and Billy Bunter made their initi a l appear­
ance , Edward the Peac emaker was on the throne, By tho time that 
Tal bot and Tom Redwing were introduc ed at th eir respective ocbools 
George the Fif th was r eigning . Today, in the new Elizabethan 880, 
we have all those character,, with us still , appearing as they so 
l ong deserved, between stiff c ove rs. 

The first Coronation Is sue of the Magnet, - No. 175, was 
dated June 17th 1911, Entitled ''THE KING' S GUEST", the is sue con­
tained an illustration by Arthur Cla:rke, showing Harry 'llharton 
kneeling before King George the Fifth . The artiet captured the 
lik eness of His Majesty in an almost uncanny exactness. 

The red cover was adorned by a Clalil: picture showi ng th e Head 
of Greyfriars , with bis staff, accompani ed by throe soldiers of 
th e F.lnpire , standing on a pl atfo rm before a large Union J ack , 
addressing t he assembled school , 

The atory commenced with a Cor onation picnic "under the slopes 
of the Shoul der, the great rock that abut in PeM B"kato tho 
north", The . picnic , attended .. by .. the , cbums ... and . .'.8:!- r~~rie and ...... 
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l!iss Clara , w&s interrupted by the wreck of a strange yacht on the 
Sharl< • s Back, a sunken rock in Pegg Bay. 

Wharton rescued Prince Otto of !Caltebad, coming to England f or 
the Coronation ceremonies, from the eoa, and thus won the eternal 
gratitude of that roy al personage . The latt er was pursued by 
an&rcbiots , t o add to the excit ement, and from the fact that hie 
ot'ficera spoke Gennan, it could be assumed that Kaltebad was 
aituated somewhere in central Europe. 

The prince stayed on at Grsyfriara for a few days, and pl a;yed 
cricket and leap-frog, until Harry Wharton succeeded in capturing 
the villainous anarchist, 

Wharton was ordered to attend Buckingham Palace to be thanked 
by hie King in person, and thie is how Frank Rich a rd• deecribed the 
occas ion,-

"Harry Wharton f e lt like a follow in a dream as be sat in the 
Roya l car which bad met the party from Grsyfriars at Charing 
Cross . As it passed through the strseta of London, tho Royal car 
at t racted a great deal of attention , and there were loud cheers 
for the occupants. Wharton emiled ae the cheere :rung on his ears. 
He beard ccnjsctures rai eed among th e crowd a s to whom he might 
be . Some suggested he was Prince Eddy, -others rather fanci ed the 
theory that he was the youngest son of the Kaiser , while still 
others took him to be en It a lian pri nce or n Russian Duke. 

And perhape their c heeri ng would havs been non e the leae 
hearty if they had known him tor what he was , - a brave , honou r­
able British schoo lboy, who had ri sked his lif e to eave that of 
a strnnger, and, whom, therefore, their King delighted to honour". 

Then came the most <aciting moment of the story when "Prince 
Otto took Wharton ' s band and led him into ~he presence of bis 
majesty King George tho Fifth • • •• 

-' Come here, rif/1 lad', said the King . """""Vll:,oeveree~gu ~ 
of the K1ng of Great Britain ecrvos his King. You have dono well 
and bravely , ~ boy I 

And the King held out his hand . 
Wharton eank on hie knees and k iesed the hand of tho King I" 
Back at Greytriare, Fisher T. Fieb, th e imerican , brougllt the 

story to a close on a bumourous noto, by ea.ring "Goe I If 1 t ws.s 
mo, I'd woar a g lov e on that ho.nd and nover wash it again as long 
as I li ved!" 

!lot a great •tory, perhape, when compared with the many 
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master pieces of l at e r 11118'let history , but r emarkab l e in the in­
t i mate way in which the King of Great Britain was introduc ed. For 
that r easo n al one it i s a proc i oue item among the coll ector ' s 
tre asures , for I doubt whet her, in those democratic days , an author 
would take t he liberty of actua lly introducing th o eovere i gn in 
person. 

That week , in th e Gem, Tom llerry &: Co were i n t he l a st, thrill­
ing s tages of a vi s it to the South Seas , when th ey became ship­
wrecked in the Pac i fic. But th e following week , - 110. 176, dat ed 
Juno 24th 1911 , - came th e Corona ti on i ssue of t he Gem, with the 
story entitled "CORONATION DAY J:J ST. J Iii' S". 

Tom Merr., and his friend s were the posse s sors of "two hundred 
gli t t ering gold sovereigns" as the resu lt of their tre asure - hunt in 
the South Seas. They resolved to spond th e money in a gigant ic 
Coronati on ce l ebration. 

It was a ya rn in li ght vein, intr oducing the rival ry wi th the 
Rylcombe GrBnlD&r Schoo l, and , apart from i ts tbe:ne , was not out ­
standing among the fine s ingle stories appearing i n the Gem at that 
ti me. The issue i s , however , once agai n a collector •a "gem" owing 
t o the fact that it contains a picture ac tu ally drawn by Charles 
Hamilt on himself , depict i ng Gussy lo oking for bis fiv e r. The 
init i als of the author-artis t are clear ly to be see n in t he come r 
of the pic tu re. 

The bl ue cover was adorned with a fine pict ure by ll.J . Mac­
donald, showing a fire work display in pro gress in th e quadrangle, 
with a set pi ece of the King in the backgr ound and the words God 
Savo t ho !Cing. 

When the re-prints were in full swi ng in 19 36, I SIJ8geeted 
t hat this story shou l d be used ao a Jubilee t a l e . Thi s s1J8gestion 
was acted upon, nnd as a result , i t was not avai l able as a Coro­
nation story one yea r l a ter . 

Over twne t y ye ar s were to go by before the papers saw another 
Cor onation number. Magnet No. 1526 , dated !lay 15th 1937 , contain ed 
BILLY BUNl'ER' S CORONATI ON PARl'Y". It was a delightful story . 

The Co, with Bunter, were concluding an Easter ho lida y at 
Seabill Parle with the Bounder . The l at t e r i nvited the party to 
join his Cor onat i on celebrations in London, but the Co. r efus ed, 
owing t o the fact th at Bunter was not included. However, Bunter, 
with his usual luck, managed to do a service to Lord Tront , and in 
conseq uence was abl e to i nvite Barr., Ylbarton and Co to j oin a 
co~<;>nati on ,,;part! .at .. T rant , .. Bous9, , .... And ,Bunt ~; .. l'l\!!l , .. Q.AA.1'9.. ... C~;rtllJ,n._ . __ ._ 
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th at King George the Sixth bowed to him. 
Thi s issu e bore a cover ill uetration by Leonard Shields , show­

ill8 tho Royal coach passing the choerin g cro-,,-ds. An excellent 
photograph of Their llajesties on page seven, enabled the Editor 
and bis staff to join with every r eader of the Magnet in wishing 
their llost Gracious lla j eeties a long, happy, and glorious reign . 

The Greyf r iars Herald, No. 240, i n the centre of tho paper, 
was also devot -ad to the coronation , and Dicky Nugent contributed 
"Doctor Bircheme.11 • s Corona.t i on 11

• 

The same weok, No. 1526 of the Gem was also a special Coro ­
nation issue. The red-whi t e- ·and blue covers that the Gem was using 
enab l ed the producers to give the paper a most attractive Union 
Jack setting with an ins e t of an exceptiona lly fin e photograph of 
t he King and Queen . 

Tho story of St. Jim ' s, unfortunately, bad no coronation 
flavour . As I said ear li er, th e origi nal coronation story had been 
used a.a a Jubi l eo tale , and, in o.ny case, th3 pa.per was just at the 
l ast st ory of t he famous series a.bout Reggie Claveri.ng , Tom Merry's 
Double. In the ro-print proc ess , th o stories were bein g bad.}3 
spoi l ed by unscientific abridg,n ent , and thi s tip-t op talo wca no 
exception . Originally ent itled 11Brought to Book'' it was now gi. ven 
the rather mawkish title of "BE WAlll'ED TO BE EXPELLED". 

However , the two centre pages of the pape r were devoted to an 
exc e ll ent coronation artic l e callod ''Tl!E CROWNING OF THE KING", 
adorned with fine photographs of tho Royal Coach, the Crown, and 
th e Coro nat i on Cha i r. 

And now we come to the coronation of Her Majesty "1oen 
Elizabeth the Seco nd . Unfortun e.tely, tbe r o w111 be no Coronation 
Numbers of th e Gem and llagnot to make a memorable occa.sion still 
more memorable. 

famou!"'~ r~~io~e~~· a:tw rl~~~· ~~ !!1
;~~ t=~ e - th~~ ~;';ir 

favoorite schoo l boy characters will be ce l ebrating the great da.y 
in their own v,ay , and roarin g out a t tho top of th e ir youthfu l 
voices - " GOD SAVE THE QUEEN", - l oyal sentiments in which ev e ry 
reader of Collootors • Digoet wi 11 join th em. 

And many of us , on t hat Royal dey in Juno, afte r we have 
wat ched tho processi on from our seats in the gren.dstands or op our 

t!~;!"!fri5:!~.t. "'l~ !fed ~s r~~g!"olg 3~ ~gu~!t ~l~~ 
t ao royal fami ly of scho ol/boys in their adventuros as related by 
tho Prince of Story Wr!. tors • ...................................... _ .. ~ ............................................ ., ... , ......................... ,, ............... , ...................... , .................... ., ......... -, .. ,, .. ,..,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,~, ... . 
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L ONDON SECT ION 

The famous study at "Cherry Place" was quite t\J.11 on this the 
l atest meeting to be held here . Popular chairman Len was back i n 
his accustomed pl!We and it was his de lightfu l task to wel come Don 
Webste r of the !lerseys i de branch . After the usua l formalities clB1r 
was taken by Don who read out the reply that was to be sent to the 
A.P. on the poor reeponse to the request fo r the republicati on of 
the "llagn et" etc. Be i nvited one and all t o the 2nd anniversa ry of 
hi s c lu b and then proceeded to conduct a very fin e quiz that be bad 
broug ht wit h him . Popul a r Ron Crolli e , caking one of t is occasion ­
a l vi sits was t he winner and he :vas suit ably r ewarded by Don giving 
him a 11Gem11 and Robby a. photo of one of Arthur Cl ark.1 s drawings . 
Second in th e quiz was Jlob Blyth e and third Len Packman. One of 
Eileen Wbiter ' o bumper feeds the n t ook pla ce and afterwa rds Len 
resuming th e chair sta rted tbe discussi on on th e club' s li brary . 
This was to be e :rtended to all th e old books end after a l ong 
deba t e in which a ll th e poi nt s i nvolved v,ero thraohed out , the 
scheme was put i nt o operation . Roger Jenkins ,,i ll be Hamil t onian 
li brar ian, llob lllyt he,o.a can be :tull y understood , the llelson Lee 
ono and Charlie Wright wi ll have charge of Sexton lllak e and t he 
miscella. '1.eous . From Greyf'ri ars came our key word for the 
11Eli mi nato r 11

, Bl and of the Fifth . The horee teatJ won as Eil een was 
fir s t with Jlob and Jlen i n th o second place . 

Juno cee ting will be beld i n th e famous Packman suictuo "t 
27, Arch<ia l o Road , East Dul>vic h , London, S. E. 22 . on Sund"o' Jun e 
21st. 

Thus " company of 22 enjoyed a very full and happy meeting, 

UJICLE llEl:IJ Al.II!!. 

* * * * * 
llO RT BER !i SECT I O N 

239 liydo Parle Road 1 Ua,Y 9th 1 1953 

J. llreozo llentloy opene d to a good attendance, expressing 
pleasu r e at seeing Barry Sta bl es wbo had been absent through 
illness from th o April meeti ng. 

Gerry Al lison , owing to t he unavoidab l e abs ence of s ecreta ry 
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Nomen Smith, read the minut es of p revious meeting , followed 
with his usu a l gr ati fying treaaurer-librsrian r epo rt, gavo ne,vs 
of a p roposed Manches t e r trip , then pu t on a.'l Elimination ~z; 
ns the Chairman r om:irked, en Alli son ev eni ng. 

Regard in g the l!an cbester trip, Gerr,y said that with t he co­
opera tio n of members in Lanca.sbire, it was hoped to have a get ­
tog ethe r in a few weeks time, prob ab ly on a Sunday. There waa a 
good tr ai n se rvi ce from Leeds which wou ld all ow for several 
houre in ifanchester , yet allow eve ry one to be home in docen t 
t i.mo. 

!low Lancashi r e - nnd Cheshire - it' s up t o you . Lets have 
a r e i ght good do. We won't fal l out even if Lancashire has 
beaten Yorkshire by an innings in th e meantime . Write t o Gerry 
abou t it. 

Aft er refreshments , the chairman in bis own in imi tabl e t'lay 
read some v e cy amusing chapte rs from so.l!le red-cover Magnets. 
They were vas t ly enj oyed, judging by tho laugh ter which was 
beard in the rooo . 

Now there ' s an important and rather unwelcome announcE1Dent 
re ga rdi ng tho next meeting . O,,,ing to the roo m not be ing avail­
able before , i t vlill have t o bo on June 27th, t he ~ Satur­
do.y. Seven weeks be tween mooti ngs . Phc'Str! 

H. LECKENl!Y, Northern Soc t i on Corres pond ent . 

* * * * * 
!l!IDLAJID SECTION 

l.loot ing, l.!a;r 18t h. I don • t t hink that wo have over had a more 
thoroughly ir..formal, (no t to say unorganisod ! ), meeting than 
this one ; ye t with a l very plca.sant and enj oyab l e , and vory well 
att ended on a soak ing ~ ·••---------------

Curiously enough , it being the 8.."tnual business cee ting was 
the main cau se of the i nfol"'"...ality ; because ,re spen t moat of tho 
evening di s cussing cl ub r:e tt e r s and the outl ook . 

We had begun for. :iall y e:ioust, v:i t!l t he min utes, and then the 
chairmen gavo us a detail ed account tho hoa.i: and its aft oI'!!lath . 
We were t he victims of a mali cious hoax last month, as most 
members, (except, of colll'ee , cl ub officials,) received · on tho 
morning of the mee ting, a t ypewritten not e ( in an official clu b 
envelope), otating tha t the meet i ng "a• postponed for a week. 
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One of our oxpected visiton , llr . Chapman of Reading, also 
received a te l egram, and a confirmatory te l ephone cal l , advising 
him that tha meeting was cance ll ed, 

Those rtere nll in the chaiman ' s name but were of course 
bogus. The police have oode very searching invosti&ations. 

Vory fortunately a valued lady member decided to telephone a 
cessage she wished t o give the chairman ' s wife thus revealing the 
hoax at an early stage , llrs . Corbett promt ly te l ephoned and telc­
graphod members, ond thus r educed tremendously t he ham intended by 
this unspeakably mean trick ory, which rominds one of Pon & Co I 

Our lady members are alwa,ys a tower of strength to the c l ub, 
but never have we been rendered so valuable a aervice as this . 

Aft er th e report by our chairman on this we proceeded to olect 
the c<>m.'Dittco for th e ensuin g year, and a.fter a r opor t from our 
worthy treasurer , discussed such mattors as library davolopncnts, 
raI:1bles, outings, and developments generally , and now look forward 
tr e~endously to a year ofvery fruitfu l activity . 

EDWARD DA VEY, 

* * * * * 
MERSEYSIDE SECT I ON lla;r 10th , 1953. 
The meeting opened at 7, 30 p.m. to another l arge at tendance, 

no less than twenty memben being present . The formal busin ess 
was quickly disposed of , in order to leave .:unple time for a talk 
by our guest speakor , Sir Frederick Bo=an, K. S.C . And what a. 
treat this turn ed out to be! We were all aware of Sir Frederick's 
man,y and diverse interests and accomplishm ents1 he is th e publish­
er of a number of cinema trade journals, bas produced and acted in 
many pl ar s in Liverpoo l theatres , but, most important of all , from 
our point of view, he io en ardent admirer of the old boys • papers , 
for which he wrote innumerabl e stories, both compl ete and in serial 
fom . The proof of this was displa,yod in the large number of bocks 
wbich bo brought along for our delight, and - may I oa,y? - envy . 
Those ranged from an erlremely onrly cow of "Comic Life" to 
papers of a cornpa.rntively rocont er a , such as t ho '-i'hri l lor" , and 
as varied i n their nature as one coul d wish fo r. Who, then, could 
be more qualified to gi ve us a talk on our beloved hobby than Sir 
Frederick, end who, among tho s e pr es ent, waa lees than enthralled 
during the ensuing hour? Sir Fre derick took us back over the years 
to .tho , days , when boya.' .... books ~ boys ' .books, .... and.~not trash.'·~ and ··~ 
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spoke of the influence they bad in the shaping of his life am 
career; an influence for good which is, alas, absent in the major­
i ty of boys ' books or todey-. 

\le were most interested in tbe speaker 's exper ien ces as a 
writ er for "Fun & Fiction" and many other publications, and ma.."lY 
and familiar were tho names brought up in the talk, such as 
Hamilton EdwBrds, Gwyn EvBns, GaITiah, snd a hoot of others. Sir 
Frederick recounted a number o£ a.musing anecdotes , reveal ing a dry 
sense of humour which endeared him to the audience, and it is 1"&­

gr ettab l e that s pace forbids the telling of one story concerning 
Laurel & Hardy ( with whom Sir Frederick is a lifelong friend) and 
Weary Willie & Tired Tim , of "Chips" fame. 

All too soon the talk camo to a conclusion, and I know I am 
not making any ortra vnga.nt claims in sey ing t hnt every tila::Dbcr of 
the company could, lik e myse lf, havo list ened for anothe r hour, 
and like Oliv er Twist , wanted rnore. I make no n.pology for dovot­
ing so much space to this talk, but it transfomed the usual meet­
ing into a red letter night, and I shou ld like to take this oppor ­
tunity to thank Sir Frederick onoe again for an evening which will 
be l ong remembered by nll. 

Norma n Pragnell•e quiz was an e:,:cellont effort , which was won 
by Jack llorgan, with Mr. Bartl ett hot on hie heols. Th e latter 
will wppl;y the 1)0801'8 for th e Jun e meeting. 

After refreshments th e 11br n:cy business was dealt with, and 
the meeting ended at 11 p.m . 

F. CASE. Secretary . 

Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN 
27 1 A..""Chdale Road 1 East 1Xilwich 1 London , S,E. 22. 

Sexton Blake enth us iasts will probably be surprised to find 
thie section of the Collector• s Digest has been taka, over by me. 

I fe e l, the r efo re, tha t before going any further, a few words 
of explanati on are duo . 

It will not be giving ""'8!! any secret w,.en I say that I have 
known of my pred ecessor ' s difficulties for some time, difficulties 

pr~ri ly ... in c~mnecti o~ . \71 th .. his. busin e .e s .. whic.h . h~~~ ... ~~ .. :.! .. ~.~ .... ~.~ .. ~ .... 
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the amount of time to devote to Blaldana being inadequate. Other 
factors, such as lack of m.terial have added to his worries, but 
there is no gainsaying the f l!.ct that time i a a necessity for such 
an undertaking, and Mauric e, for some months now has just not had 
the time. 

Knowing the ai tuation and being a Blake enthusiast I pondered 
over the situation, and then put the foll owing quest i one t o myself. 

(1) Did I possess sufficient "1alifioatione t o justify me 
offering to tok e ove r Blakia."la? 

(2) Would I receive t he necessary support? 
(3) Assuming no one e l se volunteered, how would Herbert 

Leckenby vi ew it? 
The ane1'er t o tho first questio n seemed all right . I have th e 

time and, I beli eve, a good knowledge of Blako lore. 
As for th o second , the .mswer would r emain to be s oen; but it 

is obvio us to m1yono, that wi t hout you r articles nobody can make a. 
continued. SUCC ESS of it! 

The third an swer woul d only b e known by putting the queetion 
to llr. Leckenby - and thi s I did , aslc1ng him for a frank reply. 

His answer was moe t gratifyi~ · - not to aay complimentary -
and as a result , I have taken the plunge. 

Since the n the groundwork bas been covered and the nec essary 
arrangemente :nade in regard t o the 'deadlin e • f or the delivery of 
Blak ian a, al l ready for the Agency to work on . 

So cucb f or the explanato:cy introduction. N""' to get down to 
Blakiana iteelf. 

My desire is to see this section of our magazine tak e its 
rig htful pl ace as .one worthy of t he space al l otted us , and it is 
my intention to fill the pages with a.rticles, features and items of 
genera l information . Some of the i t oois uay at times be known to a 
f ew of you , but th ey will be i nser ted as being cons id ered of 
in t erest to all readers. 

The articles will cov e r a wide variety of t hemes pertaining to 
Sexton Blake (no t forgetting Tinker and Pe<l'ro) , and I welcome 
letters containing suggestions and crit ici sms , all of which will 
receive a prompt r eply. Above all, r wel cane ~ articles. Re­
member, Blak.ia na is ~ s ect ion and , giv en l2!!.!: support, I intend 
to make it & feature of vabich we may justifiably be proud . 

JOSEPHINE PACJO!AN. 
* * * * * 
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CHARAm'ER FEATORED BrORIES IN THE smoN BLAKE (3D) LIBRARY 

By RONALD E.J. ROUSE 

**'* 
The Gold en Years of' t he Saxton Blake Library are surely those 

between 1915 and 1941, snd it is very unlike l y that we Blak e fans 
wi ll ever have the good fortune t o re ad anything like them agai n . 
Al l th ose fine characters whose expl oit s we once rev e lled in are 
now, alas , no longer to be found in the pag es of t be S. B. L. How 
eaeerly and with what intense interest we used to read of t hei r 
escapa dos , either in leaeue with Blak e and Tinker or as th eir most 
bi tt or adv ore ario s . 

llsny of those charsct ors had dis appea red by tbo early l930 ' s, 
and quito a few charac t er storl.os publi shed from then onward to th e 
end of the seoond eeriea were merely reprints. 

QUi te a number of these character stories appeared at regu l ar 
in t ervals throughout the entiro l engt h of the first series and for 
s001e years in the second series , including in th e latter such as 
the Hon. Reggie Purval o , created by John G. Brand on , Captain Dack 
and his first-mate Sam Tench by John Hunter , and the well known 
Raffles by Barry Perome . 

Leaving this period and returning to the very beginning , let 
us take a look at the character featured stories in the 3d issues 
of the Sexton Bl ake Library. 

Th e first, featuring l.!ddle . Yvonne Cartie r, was that much 
sought and very sc arce S. B.L . No. 1, "The Ye llow Ti8er" . Ably 
assisted by Blake and Ora.voe, Yvonne brings to naught the evi l 
machinat i ons of that unscrupulous pair, Wu Ling a nd Baron Beaumnai. 

In th o very no.rt issue wo have Pro fossor Kew and his l i out ­
enant , Count Ivor Carlee, in nn exciting stozy en tit led "Ill go tten 
Cains" ( or ''Tho Secret of Salcoth Island"). In this st o we find 

ew an Cnr c es c .s. ng from Laid stone pris on , ,;horo they had be en 
confined through th o ef f ort s of Blake. 

In No.3 . ''l'he Sha.do.- of His Crime0 {or "Ho\U'lded Down"), we 
meet t hat Prince of Spies, Ezra Q. Mait l and and hie partner in 
cri me and l awful wif e , Broad w!\f Kate . 

The next issue, ''The Rajah ' s Revenge", finds Kew and Carlac 
well to the fo r e i n a fine atory of London and Indi a . 

As t he title '"?.lidst Balkan Perils• (or "Sexton Blake in 
Serb i a") suggest s , Blake faces ,mnr haza rds in {con t'd page 178). 



---- ADVERTS 
BOUND VOLUMES Red J!aeneto 205- 2291 lllue l!agnets 435-4681 ~ 
Populars 40/76; ~ 489/541 ; Union Jacks 1370/1393; fil:lli 1394-
1415; Robin Hood a.'ld Little John . 36 parts bound Coloured 
Engravings, numerous woodcuts. 
Loose Magnets suitable for binding , oomplete 52 copies for years 
1933, 1937, 1938 , 1939 and all for 1940 that were issu ed . Loose 
Union Jacks suitable for binding, 52 copies for each year 1922 -
1932,complete run 11 yearo . Sold in 26 and 52 lots only . Loose 
Gems suitable for binding , compl e te ye ar's 52 copies, 1933 , 1934, 
1935 , 1936, 1937, also 595-620 . 18 numbers mint 884-905 . Grey­
friars Hernlds :nu.table for binding 36 · - 51 MINT. Colleoto rs 
Misce llany 1-20 bound , also 1-24 loose, Collector • s Digest 
complete file, 78 copies . Greyfriara Holiday Annunl , 19 volumes 
betwoen 1921 -1940 . Parce l J.!ixed Comice 1890-1920 . All have 
pieces cut out , the reaeon for thia being oompetitions 1 e~ld 
vory cheap1 details to anyone interested. Tyburn Dick 51 parts, 
beautifu lly illustrated, handsomly bound . The Young Apprentice 
64 parts, ditto . 

PRICES OF A!IY OF '.l!IIE Al!OVE WILL BE GLADLY FORWARDED on 
r acaipt of S. A. E. 

WM. MARTIN 93 HILLSIDE, STONEBRIDCE PARK, 
LO!!OON, lT,W,1 0, 'l'el,ELC ar 3230 

~. ~ c ondition, Reasonable prices, Gems 1907-8; Union 
Jacks 1905--29! Boys Friends ; 2d; Thrillers 1929- 361 Deteotiv e 
Weeklies, Sexton :Slake Libs, Young Bri tllin s , ld Popular l/o, l, 
Champion llo.11 llla ck Besa No, 11 Penny Pi otorials (with S. lllake 
etories) · l909; lllack & White l vol,1902 1 The Trial of Palmer the 
Poieoner, Vanguards, Coc,ic IJ.bs, 1912 , Chu1!1s 1928-9, !leleon Lees 
1918-21, St. Ji.ms Plucks , few pre-war Film Jla8s and Annuals , 
Also hundreds of modern detective and mystery mage ( 6/6d doz,) & 
Saucy llags, Hank Jansons , et c. eto . Fa shion Pl ate Books (ool .) 
and coloure d Sporting Prints . ElCCHAllCES CONSIDERED, THOUSANDS 
DI STOCK, S.A. E, ~ requiremen ts . ROUSE, 3 St . Leonarda 
Terrace , Gas-Hill , N~rwich . 

J'OR SALE, One complete year of 1939 llagnet. in exce llent 
condition , Also odd numbers of th e Magnet 1933-40 and Com 1938-40 Nelson Leeo also avuilable . Write C,L, LfflEY, 27 Heat her Close, 

--------,- ~ ~ ,_ Bristol . 
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WA.'lrED TO BUY OR EXCHANGE: Magnets (a) 413 , 422, 437, 443, 445, 
446, 452 , 455, 456, 461, 462, 463, 467, 470 , 471 , 821 , 822, 823 , ~.~.ffl.~.~.~.~.~ .~.~.~ .~.~. 
862/869, 881, 882 , 906, 907 , 910/ 917, 924, 925 , 929 , 958. 
Magnets (b) 960/ 1044, 1070 , 1075, 1085/1096 , 1104/1135 , 1149, 115 4 , 
1157, 1158, 1159 , 1161 , 1175, 1177, 1184 , 1194 , 1223, 1226, 1229 , 
1231, 1232, 1233, 1234, 1238, 1241, 1267 , 1270 , 1309, 1421. 
Your ice d or wi ll exchan e, (a) llagnets, 418,646,647,648, 
720, 721, 726, 727, 728, 730 735, 746, 747, 754, 766 , 8o6, 814 , 
832, 838, 839, 840 , 847 , 849/853, 856 , 861, 871 , 872 , 878 , 889/892, 
894 , 895, 905, 933 , 934 , 938 , 939, 943, 949, 952/955 . 
(b) llagnets, 1107, 111 3, 1131 , 1137, 1144 , 1151, 1197 1 1281 , 1294, 
1316, 1402 , 1403, 1429, 1456, 1583. ~· 786, 833 , 879 , 896, 892, 
905 , 9 14, 915 , 917, 918, 922, 933, 1506, 1507, 1511, 1520, 1523, 
1528 , 1530, 1533, 1534, 1549, 1553 , 1556, 1574, 1578, 1586, 1587, 
1588, 1591, 1595 , 1598 , 1599, 1601, 1608, 1616 , 1617 , 1618 , 1619, 
1623, 1626, 1628 , 1633, 1634, 1635, 1637, 1638 , 1641, 1644, 1647, 
1651, 1652, 1654 , 1655 , 1658, 1660 and several 1932 c opies. 
Suggestions for e.xcha.nges welcomed. Pl ease wrl t e aimai l 1 
Charles van Renen . Box 50. Uitenhage. South Africa , 

EXCBJJIGE THOSE SURPLUS BOOKS FOR "WANI'S" 11Y srocJC AT YOUR DISP0SAL1 
Available, Rockets (from No. 1), Pals, compl ete l - 42 . Boys 
llagazines 1922- 5 , Boys Cin ema 1925-8 , Thr ill er 1929 - 39, Detective 
Weekly 1933-5, Nolson Leo 19 18-33, Gans 1907- 36, Popular 1912-30, 
Boys Friend Library 1905- 40, Union Jacks, Plu.cks , Marvels 1903 
onward. Skippe r, Rover , Triumph 1928- 32, Champion Annual s 1925 - 30 , 
Childrerls Newspaper From !lo . l, Skipper Annual . Sexton Blakes, 
Magnets, Young Britains , Tubby Haigs, Target, C.I. D. Library, 
Dixon Bretts, Modern Boys, Ald in es , Footba ll and Sports Libraries, 
Goldhawks, Etc. BOUND VOilll>lliS1 S. 0 . L's. from llo. 200, Britieh Boys. 
Hendersons ' Nugget• 1 Story Nuggets , Cheer Boys Cheer, Boys, J ournal, 
Jack Harlcawey, Boys Graphi c, Boys Standard , Boys Leisure Hour. 
SATISFACTION GUARANrEED, S,.l.,E. Requi r 9Dents , please . T, Lambert, 
347 Gertrude Road, Nornich. 

~· Any issues (in good condition) Detective Library 
f eaturing Nelson Loo, Sexton Blake, etc , Serial numbers and price 
to L. PACiaWI, 27 ARCl!nALE ROAD, E4S'I' OOL'IIICH, LONDON, S.E . 22, 
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No. 5, i n which Laban Creed makes hie debut 
This otor,y tells of the efforts of Blake t o 
daughter from ber evil fa the r's influenco . 
the end of the story, however, we find that 
in vain. 

in the S. B. Library. 
rescue Creed• s 

By th e t imo we roach 
bis attempts are al l 

Incidentally I it mny be of int ere et to Nelson Leo fans t o 
know that in this issue there is also a sh ort Nelson Lee story 
entitled ''The Case of the Shrivelled Fingers" . 

we now JXl,SS on to !lo. 7 for the nerl cha r acter stor:y , ''The 
Case of Convic t 308" (or ''The lien ~ho Changed Pla ces"). This 
dea l s with a criminal with the uncommon name of Josiah Peak, other ­
wioe Captain Horatio Peat. After a keen tussle of wits , Blake 
manages to ,Main far Peak a small but richl y deserved prison 
sentence . 

Following right on the heels of this number, we again marvel 
at the schemes of that ra sca lly pair, Professor Kew and Count 
Carlac, and are thrilled by Blake ' s endeavours to bring them to 
justice. The stor:y is t old in !lo, 8 , u."lder the intriguing titl e 
of "Victims of Villainy", tha se t ting being in London and Persia. 

s . B.L. No. 9, ''The llerchant •s Secret " s imply ooze s with First 
World War atmoe phere . In t hie story Blake i s nearly cru shed to 
death under a huge pr ess , and I sm sure be has nover been in great-
er peril than i n thio rousing b!lttle aga inst th at Arch-sp y for fi 
Germany, Ezra i, . Maitland, assisted by Broadway Kate. 

On to No. 11 for our ne rt feast of thr ills. This is a 
brilliant story of Dr, llu:z:ton Rymer and Baron Beauremon under the 
title of ''The Two M¥sterios" (or ''The Last of his Race" j. This 
tale features Rymer in a more favourable light than usual - that 
of helping to save t he lives of some of our wounded French allies . 

We now piss on to No. 17, t o meet that Princ e of Adventurers, 
Basil Wicketsbaw, in a thrilling tale en tit led "Their Great 
Adventure" (or"rb~~) , the sett ing of 
which i s in Norfolk and Suffolk , 

Yet once again , in !lo, 19, Blake ie in tho direst peril, in 
fresh adventures against t hose inveterate rogues Kew and Carlac. 
"Bis EJ:cellency •s Secret" (or The Case of the Bl ack Val l ey lline'' 
is s et in the South American Republic of Gual ado r, and tho a, b­
titl e gives a lucid re aso n fer the depredations of that dis­
r eputabl e pair of crook s . 

That famous, or more correctly infamou s character , George 
!Aarsden _,Plummer ,t _akes , hisJirst _ bow,· ·"" . far . " ·", the ... S, B.L. }• _ ,.,,,, .. _ .. 
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concen.ed , in No. 24 , ''The llan with th o Gr oen Eyes". 
Blake I e old adversaries Kew and Car lac tum up again in the 

v ery next iss ue , an e xciting yarn entitled "The Secret of Draker• s 
Folly" (or ''The Mise r's Hoard"). 

In No. 26 we again meet Basi l Wicketshaw i n ''The Embassy 
Detectiven, a story which al so f eatures Fenlock FaYill,detective . 

Bl ake baa a welcome c hange of adversary in t he next number, 
for he pi ts bis wits once more against Hor atio Peak in "A Case of 
Blackmai 1". 

S.B . L. No. 28 , "Sext on Blake, Special Constable" (or "His 
Brother ' s Crime") introduces Aubrey Dexte r, another fine character . 

In Ne. 29 , ''The Cat sp aw", Blake bas his bsn:i s full again with 
Kew and Car la c r but in this s t o ry he has the usefu l a s sistance of 
the Hon. John La..-l ess . 

Now we must jump to No. 35 for the next characte r story, ' 'The 
Half-Cuts" , in whi ch the Hon. J. Lawless is featured , I nc id ent ­
a ll y r we have come t o the pe riod cf the great paper sho rtag e , the 
pages now bein g reduced t o 72 . (The last of the 120 page ieeuee 
was No. 30 ; thon follawed 96 pages i n numbers 31 and 32 , and down 
to 72 pages as f rom No. 33). 

Th e next character story , ''The Dism on:i SUnburst" , ie S. B.L. 
No. 37, features Yvonne, a.'ld to my mind ie one of the late G. H. 
Tee d 's best yarns. It is to be regr et t ed t hat t here were not more 
of this author• s works in th e Library a t this early date. 

In tb e next i ssue , "Venge ance ", t be Hon. J. Lawless is the 
charac t er. 

No. 39 features Broadwey Kat e in yet ano t he r grand yarn , 
11 A Legacy of Shace" . 

There i s no .vell known ct e.rac ter in th e next i ssue , but in 
No. 41 we have the firs t story in the S. B, Library (and t he Union 
Ja ck Library) fea turi ng Mr, Roeco. Entit l od ''The llysteri ous llr. 
Reece ", it is a most enthral ling yarn whi ch also introduces Dirk 
Dolland (The Bat) and hi s lad:, partner Mddle . J!iquet (Tho 
Butt e rfl y ). 

Vie now move on to No. 43 for the next cha rac t er st ory, "!' be 
Case cf tho Interna ti onal Adventu r er" (o r "An Innocent Accomplice''). 
Thie grand yarn f eature s Aubrey Dext er , Broodway Kato and a new 
charac t er, Glori a Galo. · 

In the next iss ue , "Where the Trai l Erded " (or ''The Shadow 
on Grey TCA"1er" ), Fen l ock Fawn gives Bl ake a helping band . 

• •• ......... 1• ·•o•n•,,, • ~•OH .......... . 0 0, 0 "" " ' " ~'" ... "'' 0 ,.,, ...... .. .. . .. ..... ~ .. ..... ,., , ,.,.,.,,, ,,, , ,, ,,., .. . , ... , .. .. ,,, "" "" '" '''"'"''''° '' '" H"" " ""HOHOH, .. .............. .. , .. 
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!lo. 45 , ''The Barrier Reef Jeyatery", !JI another fino etoey o! 

the Hon. J . Lawless, and is also tho la.rt well known character 
atoey in tho )d Library which ran to only 46 is auoa . 

The 4d Library continued wit b these character featured atoriea 
right from the very first !Jlsue, and it is to be hoped that at some 
future date the detai la wil l be recorded i n this magazino. 

* * * * * 
THE ROU!ll) TABLE 

June 1953. 
(Pleaao send "Round Tablo" correspondence to H.ll, Bond, 10 Erw Wen, 

Rhiwbina, Ca:rdllf. 
* ** ** * *** ** •* ** * *** ** ******** ** *** 

Roadore of tho "Sext on Bleke Library" will bo delighted to aeo 
that our old frio nd Eric R. Parlcor baa returned to illustrate tho 
l at oet numbers . Early in April I 11TOte to tho F.dito r of tho 
Libror-/ asking him what bad happonod to Parlcor and ll ho was likely 
to do more worlc for Blake. At the aame time I asked nho t he new 
a rtist was. This !JI the reply I received : Dear Si r , I thank you 
f or your letter and lltl gbd that you still hke a keen inteNst in 
tbo Blake sori.ea. I , t oo , very much appreciat o Eric Parlcer•a worlc, 
end f or th o nerl fo\1 months you wi.11 soc f'urthor exc ellent apeciman. 
Any change may occur onl y on occaeio n o.nd is entire ly due to pub­
lishing arran gements . Your sinc erely, The Edi t or , S. B. L. 

This , of course, is a typic al reply from t he present con­
troller of Blalco publications and does not giv o anything awa.y, or 
euggeat who the fresh artist might be. !lot that \l'e &N particularly 
interested in him , but it oould bo nioe to know to keep our reco:rda 
up to date . Some futur e correspondence "1th the F.ditor oight pcr­
au&de him to tell us , in the :neantic:e •e have to be content "1th 
t l!elcnowledge tba~iii'er is sti ll rt th us and 1s likely to 
givo us further examples of his uniquo talent . Thoso who t<lke an 
int or ost in tbo companion volumes to tho S. B. L. such as ''Thri ller 
Comics" and "Supor Dotoctive Comice" w111 probably agre e "1th mo 
whe n I suueat t hat ono likely roo.eon tar th e roc ont abeonco of 
Park e r• s work from the Library "88 duo to th e vez:y wonde:rfl.ll work 
ho bas beui doin g for tbo ao atrip pictur o volumes . Thie month 
(L!a,y) be illu st ratod th o whol e ot a 64 page hi•torical story , and 
it is right up to standa:rd . Ho bc.s nleo done a faw Kit Carson 
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strips in rec ent months. 
If you read "The Daily Sketch" you will have observed the new 

serial entitled "Sequence Sinist er" which is written by five 11star 11 

authors, Michae l Cronin, Laurence Ueyne ll, Dennis Wheatley , L. P. 
Hartl ey and Geoffr ey Household. The "Ske tch" claim this stor:, to 
be 11exciting", 0 oxclueive 11 and "leading tbe fi e ld in new ideas 11

• 

Other terms such as 11original 11 and "unique" were wrongly us ed, aa 
I pointed out in a l e tter to the Editor, telling him of that reall y 
original se ria l in th e old "Union Jnck" contributed by Messr s . 
Teed, Skene , Murrey and Evans - you remember - 1'Tbe Nert Movo11

• I 
don ' t know if t he new ae r ial idea""" suggested by the Old u.J. 
effort but it ie certainly on the sBme lines, with each author 
taking over from the other at a crucial moment in the st or:, . The 
authore concerned even drew lots o.s to who would be :first, second 
etc. Just as !lasers. Teod and Co did 20 odd years age . No reply 
has come to rey letter to the "Sketch" - but then I suppose I could 
hardly ex.,ect one ! 

I am sure all :Blake fans and readers of ''The Round Tab l e " will 
jo in me in welc oming !us . Josephine Packman as th e new Editoress 
of "Blald.ana" . I can think of nobody more fitted to tak e over the 
section and I am sure sho will make a big succ ess of t he job . I 
am hoping t o devote more time to Blake matters than I have been 
ab l e to in the past and all my efforts in this direction will be 
devoted to he l ping "J csie" to make th e :Blake section th e brightest 
f eat ure of the c.D. llay I •ugges t that all you lllako fans r a lly 
round and help out too . You llUSI' have some idea f o r an article 
or a feature, and however l ong o:r sh ort it may be it will be wel ­
come. A.nd don't f orget that No. 10 Erv, Wen is still the address 
for th e "Round Table". I wan t to make this feature a really "ge t 
together" ono, s o please writ e in as oft on as you like and supp ort 
the "old fim". 

Cheeri o f or now, 

H. MAURICE :BOND. 

* * * * • 
THE Slll'ON BLAKE LIBRARY M.!.Y ISSUES 

Report by GERRY ALLISON. 

Eric Parker returns as the artist this month , and bow welcome 
he is. Hi s work i s so clean cut and strong; s o e:i:aotly 'right', 
and a Parker cover has oft en yielded me mor e pl easure than the 
.................... ,, ............................................... , ..................................... ., .. , ... , ..................................... , .... , ........................... ,. .................................. .. 
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sto ry inside, 

No, 287, The Case of the llaval Stores Racket. Walt er Tyrer. 

Thie Olonth this writer gives us a good r eadable yarn, ll!Uch 
better than bis rec ent off eri ngs , Definitely not a nove l ette. Tho 
only young f emal e introduced fini sh es up as t h'ebody. Sho is des­
cribed on page 18 as a gir l with old f nshio ned ideas. She certain­
ly had an old -f as hion ed nnme, I l ooked through a register of names 
of young women t hi s week , and th oro was not a s ingle Elsie amonst 
t he lot , 

llot 1:JUCh of Bkko in th o t a l e , but what there i s is quite good , 
I lik ed his bit of Holmosilln eharoetor - ded uct i on on p3g0 12, sOI:10-
what sim il a r to th e bit whic h app ea red roeontly in t he "C,D," {on 
page 89 , Uareh 1953) , 

I was rather intrigu ed about tho refe rence to Tink er on page 
46, where he is t old to shadow a gr oup of erimine.ls , ''Tink e r 
called on the o?.ssi stanco he usuc.lly :iado use of in a case of this 
kind", It soun ds as if the Baker St, Irregulars are still in being , 
but surely , they were the assistants of S!::Lerl ock Holmes. Fu.m1y ! 

The two English sailors were in c r edibly blin d to what w88 go­
in8 on, but tho action ,vas swi ft, and enabled one to overlook their 
obtuscne s 3. But th e bare -fac ed c oincid enc e on page 58, which en­
abied Blake to so lv e the eMe was really too bad, 

Tyrer says: ''Then there occurred one of those etrokos of fat o 
which Dl&ko life so unnecosse.rily diffi cu lt for oven th e most ruth­
loss and c l ovor criminal" . And which also mako it so remarkably 
easy for eve n t he most l azy author! Still , an enjo yabl e yam, 

!lo, 288 ''The World Championship l'(yst er y" , 'il',J , Paosinghe.m , 

A new author , but no f anfa re of tIUmpets for hie opus I, P m 
afraid, If you a r e i ntere s ted in bo:ri ng , there ar e some descrip­
tions of g l ove-fi ghts which you shou ld lik e , but i f you want a good 
de ective a e, you Eiroe tter skip t he st uff be twe en th e rounds . 

Tho story is padded out to 64 pages, but cruld have be en t old 
in half the space . The author uses 77 1<ords to say why Blake knew 
tha t llikoff was thinking; as if it mat tered , (Page 24, par, 2.} 
>.nd I wonder if the split inf initiv e on page 31 is real ly Tinker ' s. 

Finally, I s hould lik e to know how the bull et which whizzed 
past Blako ' s head , managod to wound the Serge!lnt, who was right 
bobind him, in tho thigh ! Try harder , noxt tim e , Mr. P. 
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I)f l~OJJ lff COlUHJJJ 
All canmunicationa to ROBE!ll' BLYTHE 

461 CARLEr ON RD. 1 HOLLOWAY, LONll0!! 1 II. 7. 
First of all l et mo apo l ogize to b oth Neil Gourley and J!orman 

Pr"<?'le ll. Owing to a s li ght mental abberat i on l as t mont h , I gav e 
Norman credit for writing the article on the Sch ool Train aeries. 
This of cwrse was incorrect, as that artic l e was WTitt en by Neil . 
The article of Norman' s I was r efe rri ng to was ' For Preference -
The Nel son Lee • t ha t appeared in the Mar ch number . 

Well thnt' s straightened. that out , but talking about llorman 
I must t oll you c.bout c.n amazing co- i ncidence t hat occurred 
recently. l'ihilat in Lendon r ecently he paid me a vi sit and as he 
..-as g lan cing through s ane N.L's. he handed one to me with t he ro­
me.:rl< that there was somet hing in Edwy Sea rl e e Brooks chat that 
would interest me. On l ooking a t the page indicated I sa..,. t ha t 
Norman had di scovered an 81'.swer by Brooks to a l et ter I had 
written. Having re ad this piece I g lan ced at the next paragraph 
with the r esult that I ,vas able to hand the b ook b<lck to Norman 
with the r emark that there was eanething th a t would i nteres t him. 
For believe it or not , in the very next paro grsp h to t he one co n­
cerr. in g myself , was Brooks answe r to n lett er writt en by Norman I 
The boc.c wes 2nd N.S . No. 72 da t ed June 6t h , 193 1. Just imagine ! 
Aft er 22 y ears , tho chanc oa of at!ch a thing h appening - abou t a 
mi lli on to one I sho uld th i nk. 

Well, I suppose your anxious to get on to the main course 
after that hors d'oe uvre. And what be tter than an articl e by Bil l 
Champion. Thie time he di scusses a Dick ensian s itu at i on as 
tre a ted by Brooks. 

Sl!A.DES OF DOl'HEBOYS HALL! By W. F. Champi on 

I hnve been n Dicken s "f a.'l" almost fr om tho ti me I could 
first r ead , and greedily dovou r, year l y , e.s n kin d of Xmas ritual, 
11A lmc.a Cn.rol '1 • I possess and hnve road t he groat men' s cocpl ete 
works , but cannot r oc~ll eve r he.ving cons idered any page of any 
v ol ume t o be in any degree fa r-fet ched or impossible . Yet , way 
back i n 1925 , I Cl>l clearly reme:nber having cons i dered t he "rommy 
Wat son ... at .. llloat _. Holl ow". •. s eries ... as . bei ng__ distinct 9: ... f a r-fetched .• and .... 
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oos t decidedly impos si bl e . 
Now, wby was this? 
The B.B.C's Sunda,y aeri alisation of one of rrr:, favourite books , 

"Nicho l as Nickle by", prompts me t o e:z.e.mine closely the erlra­
ordinnry similarity of t hese two stories, the one written well over 
a hundred years ago , and the other a.t the end of the first quarter 
of the present t roubled century. 

What great difference can I find between Dickens 11Wackford 
Squeers" , and ]rooks creation, the ungodly 11Grimesby Creepe" -
prec ious little, both bypocriteeconcealod their smug, mean, un­
believably cru el and callous nstures behind a mask of genial , 
fath erly benevolonco . 

Dicken s described th s unhappy pupils of Dotheboys Hall t hus : 
"pale and baggard face s , lank and bony figures, deformities with 
irons upon their li mbs, boys of stunted growth " etc . Brooks re­
presented the unfortunate inmates of lioat Hollow as be i ll8' even more 
rep.i l sive, "Some had great prot ruding eo.:rs or mis - sha pen mouths . 
T-'o, at l east, had such appallingly pro,'llinent teeth that they were 
pr acticall y deformed . Another boy had only one eye" etc . 

At bot h schools the wretched pupils were unwanted chi ldren, 
v:hose pa.rents or guardians were only t oo pleased to pay the :fees 
demanded by Squee r s and Cr eepe 1n order to be rid of th eir en­
cumbrances . Tommy Watson, of cours e , was an 0.1:cepti on. Whon hi• 
f&thor boca.mo near-bank rup t and 'l'ommy had t o lo ave St . Franke in 
ordor t o go to a much ch ea per schoo l, he chose J.!oat Hollow so es 
not to bo too far fr om his ol d sch ool and friends. Kr. Creepe , 
being of the opinion that having the son of a bar onet at Moat 
Rollow would be a wonderful and cheap advert i se:nent - or induce ­
ment to parents of othe r prospective pupils, cloverly threw dust in 
the eyes of Sir Vi vien Watson, who loft his son i n Creepe' e "loving'' 
care with not ona sing l e olement of doubt as to his futuro well­
@ng. 

Squoe rs opened all his pupil's letters am, if any containod 
money, calmly pocketed it under some preterl or other , thus, 110h! 
said Squoors," oponing a lotter for Cobbey "Cob bey ' s gra.ndmotho r 
is doad , and hie unclo J ohn ha.a took to drinking, which is all the 
nc.1s his sister sends, e.xcept eightoonponce , which will just pay 
for that broken square o! glnse . " o.nd so on. 

Now list en t o Croopc 1 

"NO',v, l et mo see -- let co soef 11 prooedod Ju . Croope, pro­
ducing ... a. pair . of ., pinc~-nez , ... and "p.ishing .. t heI!l" on._to .. his .. gront_,,noso:., . 
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11Ah, yes f Sere wo are , Lloyd - her we are I Your aunt cnc l oees 
a pos t al order for five shi ll ings , and she t:ruots that you will n ot 
overlook the fact that your shoes are new, and therefore need oare­
tul tre at ment - " 

"Uy shoes have been teken a:wa;y, sir , 11 sa i d Lloyd. 
"Yes , to be su r e," said llr . Crsepe . ''Th ey wi ll bo kept f or 

yoo. Lloyd - carefu lly presorved . Your aunt f urt he r romance tha t 
you must a l ways have your oggs soft - bo iled. Wonderfu l , Ll oyd ! I 
sha ll tak e great care cvor that point t Whenever we hsvo eggs , 
yours shall be soft-boiled I Eh, Kirby? Eh, Tarlcingt on?" 

ill the monit ors r oa red wi t h merriment , and Watson boil ed in­
wardly, kno ,.ing fllll well tbat the unfortunate Ll oyd would never 
see an egg , cook ed or uncooked , whi l e in tbi s out rageous establish ­
ment . 

"As for tho five shillings , Ll oyd, I sha ll r et ain it ,• said 
Mr. Creepe, calmly. 

" Re-retain it 1 s ir?" said th e boy , bis vo i ce t railing . 
"Good gracioue t Do you imagine that I oould al l ow you fi ve 

shi lli ngs?" 
" llut - but it ' s from rrq aunt , sir - " 
''Under the circumstances, I must appropria te tbi s money , " said 

Kr. Creepe severely . "Sinc e you must have eggs , Ll oyd , I have no 
alt emati vo. Eggs cos t r.ionoy, and tbia postal ord er will he lp 
t owards you r breakfast dclicac i 9s for the tenn , Sit down, Lloyd . " 

A8ain, Squeers , who forced bia boys t o do all ths cen ial work 
at Doth eboys Hall, in cl uding the garden ing, explains his methods to 
Nicholas, 

"C-1- e- a-n," aaid Squeere, 11cl esn , ver b active, to make bright, 
to scour . W-i-n, rin , d-e-r, der , winder, a casement . 0 He tha:n 
sots sooie of the boy,, to c l eaning win dows. Soce oore are se n t out 
t o weed tho g<>rdon. 

11B-o--t , " said $queers , "bot, t-1-n, bottin, n- o-y, ne:, , bot­
tinn cy, noun subs t antive , e. knowl edge of plants . When they •vo 
learned tha t bott i nney means a knowledge of plants , they goes and 
knows • em. That ' s our sys t em, Nickleb.r; what do you think of i t ?" 

Once more, over t o Creepe s 
"Well , my l ads , we will start t ho day with a special natural 

bioto:cy lesson , " said lir . Grimesby Crsepo , ploesantly. ''The , da.y is 
f i ne , and thore is no r easo n why we shouldn ' t take advantage o f it . 
Indoor l essons oan wai t fo r rainy weath er . " 
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And within five minutea, almost th e ontire •chool had been 

supplied with spadoa and was busily engaged in digging up the 
ground at th o r ear of tbe building, while the monitors , amed with 
•hips , ""'olted and oain tained a cl ose gu,ud. 

Oh, yea , those boys certainly had a tolJ8h time of it! Hover 
a day went by, at eithe r school , with out one or more of the in­
mates bei"8 cru e ll y flogged , and moat of the others being batte r ed 
in n really shoclcill8 canne r, 

Of course , one could accuae a ceriain author of fl~an t 
plagi nris m, but why worry? I, for one , found Brooks version to bo 
oxocllent fun - - in between the floggings - 3lweys happy in the 
knowledge that Tomey ll'atson was no more than a oere mile or so from 
hie f r ienda at St, Franks , who would aurely aee that no great harm 
befell hie. 

In fl\ct, t he celebrated "Fightir18-Fourth" put an end t o 
Creepo ' s tyrannical r eign in th ree conths - whereas the campaign 
Charle s Dickens atarted "6"inat Yol'i<abire schools like Dot heboya 
Hall , and C?Mters like Wackford Sq_ueera, took aevera l years l onger . 

The one and only Nipper, in his sensationa l auise of 1'The 
Pb!lllta:i Pro t ecto r", nbl,y backed by Watson , incites t he downtrodden 
boys to ~tiny . This the y do in grand aty l e, ldclcing Creepo enf 
hie bullyiJl8 nonitoro into the ooat , from t he icy deptha of which 
they are f orced to seek r e!Uge in t he ocbool gymnasiu."-

How intensely thri lli ng, that last Nel son Lee of the eeriea 1 
"Freed From Bondage!" Creepe canaee• to turn the tables on the 
rebels, and regaina oontro l of the school . He Unea up th e shivo J>­
ing boys before him , and coldly informs th ee of tho t ortures be 
intonde to inflict on each and every one , for having dared to 
strike against bi s authority. 

In th o nean t ino , a lth ough it is noar oidnight , tho fou rth­
fore of St . Frank• loorns • bat baa tranepirod at l.toat ...J!c,l,low.-----­
Ancien t arxl Modern, ae one mo.n, riso troc tb oil" bods, :ind, under 
tbe l eadershi p of Reggie Pitt and !lipper, arc th emselves with the 
schoo l firs-engine and fire-escapos before ruehing off to the 
roscue . They fairly ehoot over the huop-backed brid8e that spans 
tho Rivor Stowe , ond Handfo rth, in charge of the first l umberill8 
fire-escape , excitedly sende it flying fUll -til t into the ga tes 
of lloat Hollow , which bunts asunder with a terrific crash at the 
firat bl ow. "Thi e oreah ie Craopo 1 s doath-knell! The suotio n- hoeo 
1B e poedil,y dumped into tho muddy wat ers of tho moat , fir&-<1eca po 
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ladders aro put into position, and the master, aloll8 with his 
moni tore, is once more drenched to the skin . The r ebels soon have 
mastery of the schoo l once more, and, shortly afterwards, Creepe 
is carted off by the police, to ans wer for his many sins . 

Also , Watson' e father mllkes a financial recovery, and Tommy is 
enab l ed to once more t ake his place as a pupil at St. Fr anks 
Coll ege . 

So, liko the fairy stories , everyone lived happily ever 
afterwards I 

* * * * * 
Now here are the answers t o last month I s quiz, Up to the time 

of writing I ' ve had no answor s but it ' s ear ly yet so I 'm still 
hoping . Perh aps I made i t ~ difficult . I wonder? 
l. The • Conquer or ' was the dese rt ship mentioned in the Sahara 
series (o.s . 477 - 483). 
2. Len Clapson found his father in Australia ( l at N.S . 147). 
3, In a power-station in t he Congo (lat N. S. 66 ). 
4, Violet Watson (o,s. 219) , 
5, The na.mea of four caravans in the caravanning holid ay series 

(o.s . 415-422). 
6. The "Dnlgon" and The "Wanderer" were Fu llow' e and Lord 

Dorriecore'• yach ts r espect iv ely , (lat N.S . 12 - 19), 
7, The incident occurred in Los Angeles (O.S. 428). 
8. 10 miles, (2nd llorth estria.'l Se ri es 2nd N. S. 66). 
9. I n Brazil (Amazon Sorios O. S. 264 - 274). 
10. The mad li ght -h ouse keeper (Scouting Series O.S. 527). 

{cont'd from pe.go 192) • • bad gone a lt ogethe r. 
The B.O. P. for May 1937 he.d a rat hor unusu a l sett ing for its 

Coronation story - the South Soa Island s. The atory concerned the 
l oss and recovery of a gold nugget namod tho "Crown". Tho story 
11as entitled "A Health Unto fila Majesty," and was written by Major 
J.T. GeI11Jan, who was a l so responsible for a biographic&l article 
"A King of Boyhood." in the same number. There was also an article 
on "The Coi ns of the Georges ," by Fred w. Burgess, and another by 
Martin Garrick on the "Officers of the Royal Household . " 

LATE NEWS: Nor the rn Club Manchester trip provisionally arranged 

f or June 2lot . 
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THE EDWARD VII COHOliATIOII OF THE "BOYS' FRIEND" 

By HERBEl!r LECICENBY ... 
The ' Boys' Friend' celebrated t he coronation of Edward VII in 

a big way. It appeared on Wednesday, June 11th , 1902 and was !lo. 
53 of the penny series. It was- a double number of twenty eigh t 
pag es , 11 inches by 14! , wit h the additio n of a grand coloured 
cover of red, white and blu e . Por trayed was th e king on horseback 
wearing a gorgeou s uniform and with a crown on his head . Are kings 
in the habit of wear ing crowns whilst on hor seback? Surrounding 
him were boys clad in the trad.i tion al dress of th eir countries 
waving huge flags . The art i s t was G.M. Dodshen whose work was so 
famil i ar at th o time. 

The l eading topical featur e l'tas a long compl ot e story "For 
t he King!" or 'WJ'he Leaguo of th e Thousand Hearts" - a story of 
Corona t ion Day. The ruthor wos A.S. Hardy . 

The story t old of Will Baxter, scho l ar a t Cranl eigh Coll ege . 
An orph,'lll, he was on ly there t hrough the go od grooes of an uncle 
,mo paid hi s fe e s. All th e other boys and th e masters had gone off 
t o see t he Cor onation but poor \~111 had been l eft b ehind , becauee 
he could not aff or d t o I>B/f bis fa r e. They must have been a hard ­
hearted l ot at Cran l eigh Colleg e . 

Howeve r, ho sots of f t o walk tho thirty - sevon mil es to London , 
ge t s mixed up i n a pl ot t o assassinate th e king and, of course, 
ends up th o hero mainly respo nsib l e for foili ng t he pl ott ers . Lat er 
th e king hi msel f coll!Os down to t he schoo l to thank hi m. A naive 
sort of story but just th e s ort of thing to stir the he art of the 
new Edwardian ago. 

The edi t or , Hamilt on Edv.,arde , had, of cours e , some s ui t ab l e 
- r,orde to StJ3 in his chat and article s were splashed al l over tho 

pages. "When the King was a Boy", °Corona.tion Decora t ions", 
"Brita.in ' s Nati onal Emblem", "Coronation Rogol i a11 , et a . 

Apnrt from th e Coronation featur es t her e wns a r eal feas t of 
reading f or the Boys ' Fri e nd was th e n i n i ts hey-d ay. Two n 0W 

seria ls started "The Rod Ro.pi era 11 by Morton Pike and "Shunned by 
the School " and what was t o prove to be one of Henry St. Jo hn' s 
most pop.ila r sto ri es . In ad.di t i on the continuatio n of 11Char li e 
Gordon's Scho oldays " by the same autho r , drawing t owards its cl ose; 
'!,he , .. ~ss ing Heir 11

,. by .. Maxwell Scot t l ,,.. .. "In .the .~ Service _,of . the ~ Ki ng "~-
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a yarn of the nD.vy in Nel son ' e dey . Hen17 St . John again; 
"Foundlings of tbe Circus ", Cl.a.ude Heathco t e, Slld 1~hrougb 
Traclclees Tibet", ono of Sidney Drew' s Ching Lung tales. To end 
up another long comple t e "Frank Archer, Pit Lad" by Hamilton 
Edwards, and the fir et of a eerie a of short completes "In the 
Service of the Duke". 

Twopence it cost, a considerable sum for a Vic t orian-cum­
Edwardian boy, but what a feast of r eading. le there any wonder 
I still vividly remember buying it, even though i t happened over 
fifty yea1'8 ago. 

And now I will hand over to Bill Gand er , who will tell you 
about another "Boys 1 Friend" Coronation number, nine years lator, 
a contrast to the one I have jus t been describing . 

* * * * * 
THE BOYS' FRIE.'ID - Coronation ll'umber, June 17 1911 . (No. 523) 

by WILLIAM H. GANDER. 

* * * 
For t he coronat ion of Edward VII the read.ere of ''!'he Boye' 

Friend " had a double number with a color-printed cover . But by 
1911 color-printed covers for double numbers had lofl8 been for­
gotten , which msy have meant one of two thifl8S1 the paper no 
l onger needed the 11boost 11 of an occasional spec ial nu.mber with a 
co lored cover , or it we.a no longer riding the crest of the wave of 
popularity and colo~pr i nting could not be afforded. 

Hmvever that may be, t he coronation of George V waa marked by 
an i ssue tbe.t wru, quite ord i nary, consisting of the regula r 16 
pagos . Across the top of the fro nt page is a li ne r eading "Kill8 
Georg e Humber - - Ne\V Serial Story." Bel "" this is a specially 
d_esigned titl e block , depicting in turn part of a processipn, 
soldiers on horseback and a carriage; the name o! th e paper with 
Britennia added; a row of portraits, the now King in the cmtre 
with three youngsters on each side, presumably the Royal childron1 
then a group of l oyal subjects of various k i nds, rangj."8 from Boy 
Scouts to Red Indians. 

All this took up t he upper half of the page; bel ow it is a 
picture illustrating one of the aerials, "On the Up Road" by 
Malcolm Dey l e . 

On the "Your Editor's Den" page Hamil ton Edwards leads off 
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with a par agraph of 25 lines in reference to the Coronation; there 
is a three -p age complete story by w. ~rray Graydon, "!'he Rajah's 
Sword, 11 "A Long, Complete Story of Alf Hatllcins and the Coronation. 11 

Finally, the r e is an instalment of llllwell Scott's serial of Kels on 
Lee and Nipper, 11Long Live the King," which bad commenced severa l 
weeks earlier. 

In all, not a very special Coronation Number. 

* * * * * 
Now Harry St ables , one of the mainstays of our Nort hern 

Section Club carries on the good work. We should be very grateful 
t o Harry for be wos not in the best of health when he dug out 
t hese details of three post Coronations . (H.L.) 

EDWARD VII 

17bat must have been one of the bast of t he Coronation Special 
Numbers was th e JESTER AND \i'ONDER. It wae issued about t en da78 
before the Coronation, No. 31, dated Sat. Jun e 14, 1902. It coot 
only a penny, as usual , and bad the usual 16 p:1ges. There were 
five pages of comic pictures, three of them printed in colours; 
end most of the pictures and jokes bad a Coronation sett ing - the 
King hin,s elf featuring in somo of them. Tho Specia l Mast-Head 
design -was done in thr ee colou rs, r ed, blue and yel l ow, and in ­
corporated the state-coach and horses . In the centre of the front 
page was a bust of the King in hi s Crown and Robes, backed by a 
Union Jack. He """ smoking a cigar and r eading the JESl'ER AND 
WONDER, and looked to be enjoying it. The back page, also i n 
col our, was entitled "WoDier Magic". It con s isted of e number of 
incomplete pic tu res, which could be completed by rubbing with the 
edge of a silver coin . For instance , you rubbed the King's bald 
bead and the Crown appeared upon it . The bl arJc canvas of an 
artist showed up ao a portrait of ~een Alexandra; and a group of 
boys cheering wildly et nothing on the f a r side of a wall, after 
robbing showed the King passing in his carriage. The Bunsey Kids 
appeared in full colour on Pll8e 4, and persuaded Happy Ike to 
dross up at what the artist ca lled a Theatrical Toggery Shop, and 
then introduced him to Ma ll.S t ho King . 'i'he final pictur e shows 
him having a terrible time between Ila ' s broomstick and tho clutch ­
ing hand of a policeman. Hubbub in fUll colours occupies moot of 
page 13. The c entre pages wore not coloured . Thoro wer e no 
spocial Coronation 3torios in this issu e, but advnntago uti.s taken 
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of th o occ as ion to l aunc h a row serial , 11London Life" by Colin 
Colline . 

One paper from whic h you would have expected great things 
drew a compl ete blank, t he TlllJE BLUE. CBUIIS did j ust a little bit 
bett e r. A few bumourous drawings was the sum of its ef fort ; but 
it ran thr ee or four Coronation competiti ons among its usua l post ­
card cont ests . One was t or the best sentence of four t een word 3 the 
initial l ett ers to form th o words Coronati on Year. Anot her wa.s a 
special offe r of po cket-kn iv os to roo.dera abr oad for the be s t 
"Loyal Greeting t o King Edward VII on th e eve nt of hi s Cor onation" . 
Another was f or th e best answer to "What one thing in partiailar 
woul d you l ike the King t o Do to Si g nalis e His Coronation? ". 

The BOYS OF OUR FMPIRE issued Commonoration Medals incorpo r at ­
ing the Empire League Badge, probably for League members on ly . At 
7d ea ch post free they were r athe r out of my reach; but had I had 
t he money I sho uld have inv es ted it in extra nAldines " rath er than 
in a Coronation Medal . One Monthly pa rt had a Colour Plate of the 
King and ~e e n; and, in the Weekly number da ted Sat . Jun e 28th, 
was given a free Coronation Supplement of fo ur pag e s . l' hi s con­
t a i ne d a portrait of t he King and an articl e "Conce rning t he 
Cor onat i on" explaining tho hist ory nnd meaning of th e c eremony. 

The .BOYS' OWN PAPEll als o s pr ead its mat e r i al over seve r al 
issues. Tha front i s piece t o th e Annua l Volume is a Col our Plate 
of the King. Here is the programme in tabl o form. 
May" 3rd . Artic l e . "Omens at Coronations ." 
11.ao' 10th . Article. " Some Corenat io n Curi os ities." 
J.ley 17th . Article . "OUr Flags and H'"' t o Use The m." 
lll>y' 31st . Patri otic Song . "King Edward ." 

Art i cle . "Coronation Medal s . 11 

Jun o 7th. fu ll page liumourous Drawing . " Coronation Charac ters" 
dep ict ing distingui she d (?) f or o:4!nere "Up f o r th e Coronation . " 
Included woro His Dusky Majesty King Wobbloywoog l c , His Exc ellency 
th o Sub Grand Vizi e r of Jilh 11tsa1' ozz a, Tho J apE111oso llobloman Ping 
Pong Pooh . 

Juno 14th . I>. pa.go ill ustrating "Somo Fac!ous Cr owns . " 
Juno 21st. A 2nd pa ge of ditt o. Full pe.ge drsl'l'ing . "Fun on 

Cor ona tion Dey." by A.L . Tuck. 
A colour plat e given wit h the July tlonthly Pa rt, shor,ed tho Ribbons 
of all t he groat "Orders " worn at the cer emony. Tbe Wookly numbe r 
far Jun e 28 th in c lud ed an articlo e:rp l ain i ng t he ab ove pl.-te . 
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The June 1911 Captain was a special Cor onat i on i ssue . It was 

the usua l pric e and had no erlra pages1 but ~ , had a apecially 
designed cove r by R. M. Br ock , Md a special ltriatispiece by the 
same artis t, "Long Liv e tho King" . Than an a~lo by ! . B. Coopor 
"The Romance of English Coronati ona," ill us tr ated by pi ct ur es of 
early Coronations from the Rischgit • Coll ectio n. There was al so a 
poem "Gr eetin6" by A. 13.C. I suppos e thi s would be Cooper al so . The 
stomp article dealt with the st amps of t he late King Edward and 
those of the new King. A paee of hwnourous dr all"ings showed t ho 
Camera FAitor'e ef forts to phot ograph the processi on . The uold 
Tug' s " Edi t orio l gaTe the answen, (mostly hwnourous) of a number 
of aut hors ard. artist s to the ques tion 11Wha.t would I do if I were 
Kil18?11. 

As in the 1902 Coronatio n, the 13.0. P. spread i t' s materi a l 
over se ve ra l weeks. 
Sat. Ilg 6th. 1911. full page drawing by T. Lamare , The llusic 
.Lesson - The King's Coronation March. Artic le "Famous Schools 
111th Coronation Rights ." Article "Stori es of the Boyhood of King 
Oeor ge the Fifth." Sat . Maz 13th. 1911. Picture of ~een lilary. 
Col our plate "King George and th e Princ e of Wales ." Biog. ,\Jticle . 
"OUr Gracious King." Sat . June 10th . "The Crowns of Europe's 
Kings . " 

Chums, in t he l ater months of 1910 1 offera a "Roya l Penknife" 
for cash and cou pons1 it had an embossed portrait of the King on 
one side, and one of the Prince of Wales on the other. Then on 
Mn;, 17th. n.s of fer ed a fin e Coronation Plate in co l our s . "God 
Save Our Lord tho King! Tho libpiro's Coronation Se.lute." Thi s we.s 
by Chri st opher Clarie, R. I . This pictur e we.s offore d fo r threo 
coupons cut from eny one i ssue of Chums during th e next few weeks . 
Tho Coronatio n !lumber WM issued on June 21s t. 1911, price ld. 
Page l had a black and white reproducti on of the co l our plate. 
Then there was a abort st ory, 0 A Coronation Race11

, by S.S. Gordon. 
Thia told of the Coronation lla;y s ports i n a Western Canadian town. 
The r ace is won by a pony named Sailor King. In the same number 
was another Coro nati on short story 'Wfhe Green Handkerchief", by 
Frank Bowell EVllns, describing an att empt on the lif e of the Crown 
Prince of Germny , who was taking part in the Coronat ion pro<aBia,. 

GEORGE VI . . 
By th e time of th e 1937 Coronation, Chums and Young lnl<l'!'ld 

had degene rated into annua l s, and the Captain (oont •d pago '187 J. 

YORK DUPLICATDIG SERVICES, 7 THE SRAllBLES, YOllK. Tel . YORK 3898. 


