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FROII THE EDrrOR' S CHAIR 
"THE AHNUAL0

• I am pleased to s a;y orders are coming in nicely and at the moment of writing we are a little in advance ot laat year. I hope thi s will continue for the Torie Duplicating Agency is anxious to start running off and they c an ' t do that, ot c our se, until I have an idea of how many copies I shall · req uire . So keep up tbe good work, won't you, remembering too, that the "Who' s V,'ho" tak es lots and lots of compili ng . 
llr . Gore-Browne tells me that be proposes to do the binding differently, so that there won' t be an;y fear ot it breaking lo ose . We ar e to have a new contributor tbia year - George Kel l. Despite th e fact that he is busy filling quite a lot of space in "Reveille" eac h week he is going t o find tim e to do an article on -"buly". 

"AUSSIES" FOB LUCK I !lo , no , I ' m not thillldng about Lindsay Hasset t & Co., turn to $;yd . sm;ytb' s letter on another page and ;you will ••• what I mean . lllim e;y! we have often sympathised with the _ 



poor chaps 11down under" thinking they were out of it when there 
was some plunder going this side, now they have ano t her wind-fsll 
which will melce some of our f e llows green with envy and tempted to 
forget the 10 th Commandment. 

I told you Roger Jenkins• io calling his new article for the 
Annual "Red Jia8net llagic". Sounds apt. Anyway, hearty congrats 
Syd . Smyth and more good hunting . 

You know it does me good to report such happ enings . There
1
s 

another one this month ·~her e J . Richard 'l'raynor pay s tribute to 
Ernie Carter for fixing him up with a years await ed Nelson Lee. 
And now Erni e has had his stroke of luck "Cast thy bread upon the 
waters" - You know the rest - I hope. 

Yours sincerely, 
BERBER!' LECKEJIBY. 

Postscript: Just as I was completing copy for press I received 
another lett er from near er home, telling of more tr oa.sure trove. 
I am trying to g et it int o the "Letter Box" . 

* * * * * 
The following appeared in "World ' e Press News", J uly 17th. 

1 Chips' style comics have had 
their day, says AP director 

Amalgamatod Pr ess , one of tho large st publi she rs of children's 
comics in Britain, is making plans to 11revitalise " somG of its 
publications in order t o compete with the slick, glossy, American­
sty l e "f unn ies" which have boen r apid l y gaining in popularity in 
this country. 

A report on t bi a "bo oks tall war" appeared in tho Daily lA8i l 
last week under th e head line "Children fla.'lt U. S. Style Now. " The 
report quote d H.J. Garrish, a director of AP, as sayings ."Some of 
the old comics like Chips and Comic Cut s hav o been kept on more 
for sentimental reasons than anything else . "But they have bad 
their day . What is needed now ie something a little slicker . 
There will probably be some changes soon. \'le may keep some o f the 
titles, tho characters, too, but many ne~ ones ~~11 have to be 
evolved . Today it is the American comics that are all th e rage . 
That ' s what th e chi l dren spend th e ir pennies on . Those - and 
comics about television . " (Al as! - H. L. ) 
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Kr. Garr i sh has be en producing comics since they wore first 
in tr oduced about sirly yea.re ago. Today, AP produces sixteen 
di f feront comics ovory week , including tbe successfu l and modorn­
sty l cd Lion. 

Stories 9 !J<.emembe r 
by HERllERr LECKElIBY 

No. 4 - "NELSOII LEE' S PIJFIL" 
{Author - Maxwell Scott ) 

* * * 
11Jfelaon Lee's Pupil" started in No. 2 of the "Boys• Heral d11 , 

August 8th , 1903. At the t i me it was running it was a good , 
exciti ng yarn but not particularly outs t anding . It was destined to 
become historic, bOYiever, for the pupil, of course was Nipper, who 
in the years to follow was to be a leading light in hundreds of 
stories and her e he made bis first entrance . Little woul d that 
Yorkshire doctor, who wrote o.s l!axwell Scott, dream as he penned 
that story in his study in a quiet fishing village that fifty 
years on his new character would still be t alked about and stories 
concerning him collected and read with relish, even though most of 
th em written by another hand . 

In th e opening sontences we mee t Michae l Novikoff, partner in 
tho firm of Noviko ff and Brott, Importers of Russian Furs, noa rby 
London Bridge . Tho Russian rocoivos a t elegram, r oads it and th en 
turns to his pa.rtn or , Julian Brett, in a sta t e o~ great oi:citomont . 
Ho tolls him thnt his bro t hor Pnul, who luld bo on sent to Siberia, 
is in England and wi 11 be arriving at Euston from Liverpool at 
3 . 30 that afternoon. 

Michae l goes out for a hurried lWlch and on returning prepares 
to go to Euston. Hie partner tells him that a .!Ir. Ivan Carlovitch 
hna co ll ed i n the interva l and wishes to consult llicha s l about some 
valuable f'urs. Michael sa ys he will have time to call on his way 
t o n.s t on . On arrival at the premises he finds them apparent l y 
deserted. A man, dressed lik e a coachman, then appears, t raps 
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Michael and locks him in a room. Be escapes but reaches Euston 
ten minut es afte r the Liverpool train bad come in. A porter tells 
him tbst a foreign lo oki ng gentleman, very tall, thin and very 
wasted lo oking, had been met by a coachman and driven off in a 
brougham. llichae l bewildered and in a state of despair looks at 
the port er in hope l ess, helpless indecision, then a light of a 
su dden reso l ve leaped into hi s eye s , a gleam of new- born hope. 
'*Nelson Loe ! 11 he muttered under bin breath . ''That• e the man for 
me !". Half a minute lat er he was in a hansom and on hie way to 
"the small a.nd unpr e tentious hou se in Gr~• s Inn Road which served 
as the head.quarters of the prince of detec tives 11. 

A long interv1.ew fo l lows and Nelson Lee promises to i nvesti­
gate . The Russian goes off to his office and the detective te le­
phones for his "private hansom" and makes :for Euston. He finds 
the porter who repeats his story. Then for the first time ever we 
hear of Nipper . The porter goee on to tell the detective that if 
only he had been the r e be could have introduced him to someone who 
had followed the brougham . 11Who' s that? 11 asked Nel son Lee eagerlJ', 

"A dirty little r agamuff in that goes by the name of Nipper" 
said the porter. He spends most of his ti me banging roun'i the 
station and is qui te a character in hie W8</. He's supposed to 
earn a 1i ving se lling matches and carry in g bags, but hie principal 
bus iness seems to me to be checking the cabbiee and 11uying the 
poli ce . As a rule he talks like any other gutt orsnipe, but now 
and again when be take s the fit you'd be su rpris ed to bear what 
beautiful , long-winded words he can use and they arn ' t all English 
words either. He can chuck in a sentence in Fr ench or Latin or 
Greek, l eaetways be says it • s French and Latin and Greek, though 
it may be that's all gammon, for he ' s sharp enough to know as none 
of us can understand them languages." 

The porter goes on to -tell at length what Nipper bad to ld him 
about fol lo wing the brougham to his destination , Nelson Lee is 
interested and aeka the porter to get bold of Nipper and send him 
to Grays Inn Road. 

Later that evening Nelson Lee• s landlady k nocks at hie ei tting 
roo m door and informs him tbst a dirty li ttle acareorow, bare ­
fatted and in raga had just bad the impudence to ring t he bell and 
ask to see Mr. Nelson Lee. "I told him to be off or I • d box his 
ears for him" she said 11and what do you think he answered ? 11 

"Madam" be said "such language is unworthy of a lady of your 
.~~ tu~e .... age .... and .. benevo le nt ,,..appearanoe. ~ .... You .. a~pear ... to .. be .... lab ouri ng, 
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under a misconception. My visit here is neither une:xpeoted nor 
uninvited. I have an appointment wit h Mr. Lee". 

"Quite t rue" sai d Belson Lee . "Send him up ." 
Then comes tho histo ric meeting (in juvenile literature as 

historic as the Stanley-Livingstone affair of real life) like 
this,-

"Thero entered the room a grimy -f aced little urchin , apparant,. 
ly about -fourteen years of age. The upper part of his st urdy form 
was clad in a tattered shoot ing-jacket, several sizes t oo large 
for him. Hie ragged breeches ended at his knees, his feet were 
bare and his hat lfhicb ho carried in his ban d was minus the crown 
and half the rim. 

Despite his r agged c loth es, however, and despite the dirt 
which encrus ted h is hands and face, there was something i n his 
appearance which marlced him out as different fror:i the ordinary 
gamin of the London Sl ums. His features, l ike his hands, were 
per fe ctly modelled, and not wi tbout a certain amount of refinement. 
His eyes, bri ght as di amonds, were e loquent of quick intelligence, 
of frankness, honesty and candour, of fearless and i ndomitable 
plu ck." 

Says Nelson Lee, "Ah! Here you are at last. You're Nipper, 
I sup pose? " And Nipper r ep l ies "That' s me. I s it ri ght SB you • re 
of fering half a j i mmy for the address of the • ou se where that 
carriage stopped this af t ernoon? " 

The dete ctive ass=es hi m tha t it is and Nipper goes on to 
give a graphic d esc ri ption of h is ride on the ba c k of the b rou gham. 
Nelson Lee is s o amused with his comica l manner, then doubled up 
with l aug hte r, he sa ys 

11You 're a bright spe c imen of a Bri tish youth. 'ilbat• s y our 
name?11 The n folloW'B : 

"My name i s llorva l . On the Grampian Hill s - 11 began N•ipper. 
Then he suddenly "turn ed hims e l f ups id e down" and began tp walk 
round the room on his hands, whilst ft t he same t ime, he grave ly 
intoned those well-kn own lin es of the Roman poet. 

"Facilis deseenaus averno, 
1/octes atque dies patet atri j anua D1tis 1 
Sed r evooar e grad.um superasque evede re and auras , 
Hoc opus , hie l abo r est . 11 

The deteoti-..e stared at him aghast . Here was a ragged, bare­
footed urchin from th e London s l ums quoting - and quoting qu it e 
cor r e ctly - one of the finest gems of classic poetry . _ ..... .._- ................... ,--·--·---"""'_ ....................... __ , ... _ .. , __ ....,,. ...... _. _________ ~,- .. ... 
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"Iii ppe r ! " he gasped, seizing him by the tail of his coat and 
jerking him on to his feet. "Who in thunder are you and where did 
you learn those l ines?" Nipper drew himself up and thrust one 
grimy hand into the opening of hi s ragged waistcoat. 

11Si r 11 h0 said , with a comical air of offended dianity . I 
must beg you to beware of trespassing too for on my forbearance. 
You are now endeavouring t o pry into my private affa ir s, which is 
a liberty I tolerate from no man, not even from th e f :imous Nelson 
Lee.n 

And before llelson Lee could rep ly, he was on his hands again 
careering round the room and singing an ancient Gennan drinking 
song . 

And there I will ceaee to quote or tb:ere will be no sp ac e 
left for anything else. Seei ng, however, that the tw o were to be 
written about for thirty years it is worth while gi viD8 a full 
description of how they first met . In cidentally though Nipper 
r,as to spend many years at St. Ninic. n • s and many more at St . Franb 
it would appear he had already been educated sol!lewbere . 

Well, llelson Lee and Nippe r set out for the house in ltilton 
Street to which !lipper had gone on the back of t he brougham . From 
then on the boy of 1903 was presented with over fifty chapters of 
a story packed vii th thrills and adventu r es, until the finish in 
!lo. 26. I t took d etective and pupil through many lands a.nd on the 
way c le ared up the mystery as t o who the extraordinary street arab 
wae. For it appea rs that llichael Novikoff' s brother Poul had a 
friend, Richard Hamilton, known as Fiddler Dick, who proved to be 
Nipper ' s father. llelson Lee finds himself up against Count 
Figorski, a scoundrel who has murde red Ni pper's father in order t o 
obtain a document concerning buried treasure. The document t which 
comes into the possess ion of Nelson Leet states th at the secret of 
the treasure, half of whi ch, on the de a th of his father b elongs t o 
Nipper, is in a pocket book, buried on an is lan d in the Pacific . 
Julian llrett , Michael Novikoff ' s partner, turns out to be in 
league with the Cowit . Follows plot and counterplot in Maxwell 
Scot t's best style, first the Cowit t hen the detective being in 
the ascendent . After numerous adventures on the i s lan d the 
detective and !lipper reach Suva where Nelson Lee meets an o ld 
friend, Dick Seymour, the missing heir of t hat sto r y ''The Silver 
Dlvarf" described in C.D. rec en tl y. Dick has a yach t appropriately 
named ''The Silv er Dv,arf" and on t his they se t off for Russ ia, then 
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the land of the Czars. They r ea ch Vla.div ostock , travel across 
Siberia to Tomsk and then on to St. Pet ersburg, now Leningrad of 
course, going thro1J8h many pe rils on th e way . llaxwe ll Scott wrote 
of Russia with remark.abl e realism so oing he blld nove r been tborc . 

In the house of Paul Novi.lcoff in St . Petersburg they at l ast 
learn that the tre...,ure is buried in a temple at llosul on the 
banks of the Tigris, in Ass yria. A l ong journ ey there, a last 
desperate attempt by the Count, the trea sure found and sudden 
death of Count Figorski . Th e treasure ,...., brought to England and 
Nipper and M..ichae l Novikoff became almost millionaires. The 
story conc lu des i 

"As Nipper was only fift een years of age, Nelson Lee was 
appoint ed his guardian, so that Nipper c ell8ed to be "Nelson Loo ' s 
Pupil 11 only to be Nelson Leo 's Ward. Nipp e r i s , at the present 
moment at a well-known pr eparatory s c hool in the west of Erl8'1and, 
from where be w111 doubtles s proc eed to one of the big public 
schools, and a.ft e rwn.rds to one of the universities. Wb.ethor he 
wil l ever as s ist Nelson Lee in any of his cases is a question 
which tiro e alono can ansv,er . 11 

We ll 86 I said at t he beginning dear old llaxwell Scott little 
dreamt when he created liippor how many stories of Nelson Lee and 
Nipper be would wri t c himself, far leoa how man:, more would be 
wri tton by someon e olse long aft er he had laid down his pon . 
Nipper certainly went through th o world of school, but be doosn•t 
yet appear to have t'cached "on e of th e universitiee 0 • 

J-laJJJJ)tofJia na 
Compiled by IIE!lllBl!I' LECKE!IBY 

*** 
Ben Whiter 1 e letter in the "Radio Times" the other week 

brought him quite a lot of correspondence · and 86 a result of that 
some new members for the Ol d Boys• Book Clubs . Ni ce work, :Ben. 

The Clubs a l so got quite a good notice in John 0 ' London ' s 
Weekly for July 10th . It was linked up with a reference to the 
new funter book. After stating that Frank Richards, despite being 
over SO, '"'rlred at his typewriter ovecy day, it said, 

''The Bunter sto rie s are very popular with members of th e Ol d 
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Iloye' !look Club, which bas a thriving branch in London. 

Perhaps tho motto of the O.Il . Il.C., of which he is Proeidont 
gives a clue to the great appeal of the Greyf"ria.rs stories. I t 
is Puer Manebit, which might be constro.ed 'Wfhe boy '41.11 always be 
with us". 

Our numbers may not be legion, but my word, we do get talked 
about. 

* * * '* * 
You will remember that some months ago I asked if anyone 

could say i n which number of the "Magnet 11 M.r. C.H. Chapman's firet 
i l lustration appeared . Well that seemed to be very much of a 
poser, for no one c ame along wi th a definit e answer . However, I 
have now received a letter from S. F. Jones of Penrith, New South 
Wal es , in which be tells me that be feels c ortain that lfr . Chap­
man • s first cover picturo was No. 214, "The Fight for the 
Captaincy", 16th March, 19 12. This illustration was repeated in­
side . Be says, however, that two other pictures inside were ·by . 
Arthur Clarke . He a lso info:rms me that a simi lar thing happened 
in 1909 when Arthur Clarke took over, f or one illustration was by 
the former artist Hutton J.litcbell. Thanks I.Ir. Jones. 

* * * * * 
IlILLY Illl!lrER'S BRAIN- WAVE. by FRANK RICHARDS. C\.SSELL'S 7/6d. 

Reviewed by Gerald Allison 

It is just over 8 months, s i nce the l ast t:Bunter Book 1 - the 
Beanfea.st of the series - was issued, Nm, Frank Richards offers 
us "Bi ll y Bunter's Brain-Wave", which was published on July 23rd, 
And, by Jove, it has been worth waiting for! 

Our f av our ite author is ab s olute ly on the top of bis form in 
this grand tale. The real 'llagnet• style; the tru e Greyfriare' 
o.tm osphere , 

The villain or the piece is Gerald Loder, or the Sixth. He 
is up against Wingate, and descends to the d e pths in bis plotting 
against th o captain of tho School , You know, if Walker and Carne, 
and th o other Si:rth...Forme r s "o uld call Loder "Gerry", I think it 
would do him good. I actually felt real sympathy for him, towards 
the end, wh.en he was strlVing - without success - to repair the 
mischief he had do ne, He i s not all bad, in fact he was real l y 
keen .. on .. pla.ving .. in _, the __ Sixth . Fo:rm ___ eleven .. _in .. thi• ... t als , ... and ... a ..... - , ... _ ..... 



fri.endly nickname might help. 
Be that as it may, however, there is no cause for any anxiety. 

Bi lly Bunter, once again I pla.vs his well known r ole of deus ex 
machina. I hard ly know whether Wingate or :Bunter ie the hero of 
the tale. You can make your own choice. Certainly, Billy gets 
just the reward he deserved on the final page. It made my mouth 
water! 

You should buy this book . It is a superb Richards opus , wi th 
all the old skill of plot construc tio n; delightfu l humour; and, 
f or lovers of literature, plenty of a ll usions and quotations from 
the classics . I spo t ted Byron, Dickens, Lewie Carroll, Shakes­
peare, and the Bible, myself, with others I couldn ' t identify. Yes, 
real value for money. 

Finally, just an item of corrigenda for the Greyfri.ars "Who' s 
who". George Wingate • s people have left Chester in Cheshire and 
now live,in Sussex at a place called Belwood . I hope there is as 
good boating there as \Ufl8'lto used t o enjoy on t he river Dee. 

(Well, Gerry seems to have en joyed it doesn ' t he? Doubtless 
he will be looking forward t o th e next. I have heard it will be 
ready in October and will be called''Billy Bunter's First Case". -
E.L. ) 

* * * * * 
Later, Nancy Spain reviewing 11Bi lly Bunter's ~rain-Wave 11 i n 

Daily Express, ·July 23rd, starts off by sa,ying: 
"Peter Pan, Sherlock Holmes, Billy :Bunter; these are the 

three majo r fictional creations of our time. 
And whi l e alas we shall never again read a new adventure of 

the little lad who wouldn't grow up, or of the First Gentleman of 
Crime , at least the octogenarian Fr81lk Richards is still going 
etro ng with his 58-year ol d schoolboy. 

Billy Bunter , the fat boy of the Remove at Grey friar s School, 
who first saw the light 43 years ago in a magazine called ''The 
llagnet", that I used to read su=eptitiously in my bedroom, re­
appears today in a brand new adventure ". 

Forever Bunter, King Bunter! We have often spe culated I 
wonder if sometim e Frank Richards woul d tell us how it came about 
that Bunter in the beglnning just a minor character gradually 
devel oped and ultimately dominated all others . Kethinks it would 
make an interesting story . 

* * * 
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BILLY BUJffBR OP ORBYFRURS SCHOOL by F1WIX RICHABDS 

A revio w of the no" Television play, by Jo hn R. Shaw 
This play, apoc i&lly written fo r t o l eviaio n b7 Frank Richards , appeared t o bo aupori or t o t he aoriea ot ei x plays which were tole­vis ed laat yea r ; the con ti nuity of th e ac tion being suoh that the viewor' s i nterest was m&intained throu ghout th o half hour . 
The pl ot, th ough sim pl e, wae ideal as a medium to r the por­trayal of tbe Bunter character . Bunter • a sto l e n t offee was con­fiscated in claes by Kr . Quelch . After f ai ling t o pe rsuade a m..,_ ber of the Famous Fi vo t o retrieve it for him, Bunter twi c e visit ed bis form-maater ' s study and eve nt ually found th o t offeo , though not without being caught by llr . Quelch. Slcinner aleo ente red the form­master ' a study and hid an art icle on th o Odes of Horace, whic h Mr. Quelch was writing for the "Classical Review". Skinner waa not found out immediately so, of course, Bunter was suspec ted.. For­tun ate l y Bob Cherry found th e article just in tim e to eave Bunter from a caning. 
The use of so lil oquies was acceptable, th ough they should be kep t sho rt. 
Gerald Campion wu euperb as .Bunter and t he re st of t he boys -all newcoc ers to the parts - we r e excellent. Ronal d Adam aa .Ar. ~elch was , however , hardly t he equ al of Kynaston Reeves who a cted th e part so well last year . 
The producer of a play of thi s t1P9 has many difficulties, 

which, in t his c ase , wore surmounted by Mias Hari ngton wi t h distinotion 

* * * * * 
And Eric Fayne e~a, "I saw Bunter on T. V. on Tueede.r and thoug ht it splendi d . A tr emondoua impr ovement on th e previous occ aei ons, probab ly due to the fact that Fr ank Richards espec i ally wrot e it f or T. V. I e nj oyed ovary second of it and t he l ad.a wer e thri ll ed to de at h . " 

* * • * 
PO'l'J'ED PERSOllALrrIES . !lo. 9. 

COUSIII El'HEL. It i a my cnm opi nio n, - merely that and nothing more, - that our favourite author w&e never so convincing with his girl charac ters a.a be waa w:i th his boys. In some ways , girls played a larger pa rt in t he llagnet storie s than in t he Gem tales . 



,But I never found that I ooul d be enthusiastic over the Greyfriars 
yarns which fe a tured Cliff House Schoo l or those very stilted young 
damsels, Marjorie and Clara . 

The f eminine int eres t at St . Jim• s , however, was in a rather 
different category. The onl y two yoW18 women to be featured •ere 
Cousin Et hel and Marie Riv ers, and Karie, though she pla,ye d a 
largish part in her time, drop ped out of th e Gem picture long ago. 
But Eth e l a ppe a r ed fro m time to time, from th e beginning till the 
pres ent da y . To my wa,y of thinking, Et he l and Marie wer e excellent 
and co nvin cing cbarnc ter s in their wa,y, th ough I alwa,ys felt in my 
bones that they wer e really older than, offi ciu lly, th ey seem to 
have been intended to be . This may have boen du e t o th e fac t that 
girls are, mentally, two years ahe ad of boya, - or it may hav e bee n 
due to tho wa,y th ey woro depicted in ~be Gem ill us tr ations. 

Cousin Ethel mado her initi a,l bow as early as !lo . 20 of the 
half penny is sues of t he Oom, - dated July 27th 190 7. She was des­
crib ed as follows s- 11A girl of about Tom llerry ' s own age, oxtreme­
ly pr etty, with r osy cheeks and blu o- groy eyes and sunny brown 
hair, and her smi l e was bewit ching". And her name was given as 
Ethel Maynard. Tho t i tl e of that sto r y was ''TOIi IIEBRY' S DAY our". 

l!iss !Aeynard e.ppeared agai n i n ''TOIi IIEBRY' S CHIUSlllAS", t ho 
1907 Christl!las number and th e first doubl e number in the history 
of the Gem. 

Th e third appearance was in "!.!ISS PRISCILLA'S IIISSIO!!", the 
second i ssu e of t be penny series, - »o. 2 of the Gem, nev.· series. 
And sec was now re fe r red to ae Ethel Cleve l and . 

The re would seem to have been no re al rea son for t he change 
ot name and one can only assume th at Martin Clifford had a l apse 
of memory on that occn.si on . 

In t he en rly years of' th e Gesn, Cous in Ethel• s appearances 
were--legi on. l!mi;r of the-yarn s,-tettn,g-of- Fl:ggtns+ - ,tevotto,rt"o -­
her, wer e real gems of their cla s s . The t heme wae sk ilfully hand ­
l ed, a.nd neve r a llowed to lo se it s cbann in mo.wkisbness. 

One early story of this ty-pe, about 1912, wae "FI GGY'S FOLLY" 
in which Figgins ran away from school to be with Ethel in France, 
and was inv olv ed in a French train-e rash. I, personally, did not 
lik e it, though that may have been my poor taste. I thought for 
l!lany years t ha t it was a st ory by a sub stitute writer, but I 
believe that th e ge nuine llartin Clifford has s ta ted that he 
act ually wrot e it. It was, however, one of the few Hamilton ea rly 
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Gem talee not to be fo und among the re-pr int s bet ween 1932 and 
1938. 

We found Cousin Ethel used to her very greatest 
the brilliant "SCHOOLBOY PUG" series of about 1924. 
did eeriea, Gussy ' a cousin brought a.bout a change of 
Oliver Lynn. Grand, powerful writing. 

.Id.vantage in 
In this eplen­
beart in 

llartin Clit"ford wrote "COUSIN ETHEL'S SCHOOLDAYS" for the 
Empire Library about 19 10 , when it ran as a aerial. It told ot 
Rthe l ' s adventuree at St . Freda ' s, and of her friendebip with the 
wayward Dolo re s Pelham .. It was r evived and run as a aerial in 'the 
Gem, about three ye a rs later and finall;r appea red in book form in 
the Boye • Friend Libra:ey. 

Af"ter having aeen Ethel complete her schoo l days at St . Freda 's, 
we were some of us rather s hocked to fird he r back at ac hool in 
1927, - this t i me at Spal ding Ball , - during that black period of 
GEMD history between 1927 and 1931, when St. Jim ' s was handled al ­
most exc lus ively by subati tute wrl tera. 

Rtbe l' e man;r adventures wit h her schoo lb oy pale a re far too 
numerous to be listed here . But it can be ea£e l y said that tho 
Gem would have lo st some of its charm and appeal without Cousin 
Ethel. 

* * * * * 
( Now here • e an article from one of our youngest members for Anthaly 
is only fiftee n . You ' ll agree he kno ws quite a bit about llagnet 
lore. I have another thoughtfu l little article of bis on band . -B.L.) 

by A.lll'BONY P. BAKER 

*** 
It is gene r ally agreed tha t the period from about 1927 to 

19 36 was the beet i n the hieto :ey of the ''llagnet", bu t the la et 
years are wel l worth 1ooldng into , and it is interesting to aee 
wby perbape i t was not quite up to its f ormer high standard.. 

~et 1434 in July 1936 saw the beginning of the extra long 
twenty-eight page stories . This:, I think, was a mistake, althou gh 
tbs editor said you couldn 't have t oo much of a good thing . It 
mede t he a tori es just t oo l ong . !lo au th or bu t Frank Richard a 
could have kept up such a high standard each week, but the fact is 
_th at ... there . was a..1~ood •. deal •. of . pad;'-~"§ .. t o mslce .. ,uP ... the , .. 28 ... .1,>~•• .......... .. 
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Over a year later in November 1937 , th e col oured cover was 
dropped, and a sa l mon- pi nk one subst it uted with No, 1553 , The 
edito r said that the old coloured cover did not show up on book­
st a lls well enough, but I think that the pink one was t aken up 
because it was c heape r. This was a bad move, and it made the 
"Magnet" look r a ther cheap and dirt y , i nstead of t he br ig ht and 
cheery cove r it had had before. 

Earlier th at yea r, in May , the sub-title " .Billy Bunter ' s Own 
Paper" had been adopted wit h No. 1523, but a lth ough the Owl pl e.yed 
a part in most sto ri es, he only bad one series - the Cart or one -
t o himself in the la et tw o-and - -half years , 

With Magnet 1640 in J uly 19 39, a new fora of cover hea din g 
was adopted , it now appearing much smalle r in the bottom r ight ­
hand corner. Why they did this, I canno t imagine , for it cou ld 
not have shown up nearly so well on b ookstalls . Evidently t he 
editor or the reade r s, or bot h, didn't think much of it, and the 
ol d form of heading reappeared on issue No. 1662 . 

On Auguet 12t h , 1939, in No. 1643, the "Greyfriers Herald" 
was moved from t he ce ntr e to pages two and t went y-sev en . This 
mnde the st ory slightly sho r te r than befor e , which was a good 
thi ng, ns t he "Hera ld O usually ove rl apped on t o page 28 . 

I a lways f ee l th a t the "Gr eyf ri nr s Herald" pl ayed an import ­
ant part in th e 11Magnet". Althou gh written entirely by • subs .', 
i t was quite readable and the St . Sam' e s to r ies often very good. 

Aft er three months war the Old Paper began t o feel the pinch, 
and w1 th No. 1660 - the first of the Magnet ' s l onges t series - it 
cut to tw enty - four pages. The Greyfri ars Herald was dr opp ed after 
373 issues. Lat er on, however, it r eappeared at irr egular inter ­
vals, though it was not number ed. 

A map of Greyfriars appea r ed in l!o . 1672. Te n issues later 
in-Ncr.--i682, the - number of-pages - dr opped - t o twen ty;---In- the 
Edi tor i a l of the same i ssue, reade rs were asked to stand by f or an 
important announcement . What it was, we shall probably nev er know, 
since in No. 1683 we wor e told it was postponed due t o pap er 
sho rt age . 

No. 1683 date d liS,Y 18t h, 1940 , was t he last issue of th e 
lo!s6net. No, 1484 , advertised as "The .Battl e of the .Beaks" never 
appeared, though it presumably sti ll exists in manuscript a t t he 
Flee tway Bouee. Thus ended a run of over thirty-two years and 
along with it died nearly all the other A.P. b oys papers, the only 
surv.ivo r s ... b ei ng .. tbe 11Champion11 

... and~,"Serlon .. Blake ,.Libra17:' . ................. ,""'""' 
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What of the stories during t hese last f ew years? To many 
they do not seem s o reada ble aa in the previous ten years. This 
was aure l7 due to their great l engt h, whi ch was most probably not 
the choice of the poor autho r . These extra long s t ories nee ded a 
good dea l of unavoidable padding , and this ia why perha ps many do 
not fi nd thom so easy to read. Never theless, the stories were 
alwa ys very goo d and there wer e s ome exce ll e nt series, such as the 
nwat er - Li ly 11, Carter , Texas, Mr. Hacker G.ea.dmaster and Kidnapping 
of llr. ~elch Series. 

The ill us trations during this laet period we re more distinct , 
th ough perhaps such things as the Bounder 1 s nose and Mr. QJ.elch 1 a 
l ong face wer e ove r- emphasised 1 

Perhaps it is just as well t he ''JI.a.gnat" di ed when it did , for 
I feel that, were it going t odq 1 it woul d be greati, a lt ere d , 
pos sib ly without a school story of Greyfriars a t all . For th e day 
of sch ool stori es is ove r ; if mos t modern boys r oa.d. school stories 
they hav e to have pl enty of fli ghts to t he moon and jou r neys to tho 
cen tre of the earth . I hope th at Frank Richards will nover con sent 
to wr i t e such atrocities . 

Taken all round t his period was not qui to so great as its 
heyday from 1927 to 1936 , but t his was not the f au l t of the author 
and was due to tho "Yari.oua points mentioned. One thin g of which we 
can be thsnkful - t hat t he "Magnet" died a worth y doath and did not 
suff e r th o worst of all f ates: amal gamation. 

* * * * * 
IIAGNEr TITLES, cont 'd •s• denot es eubs titut o. No. 1182 Gr eyfriars 
Chums in Chinn, No. 11 3 The Mandarin ' s Vcngoance ·, !lo . 11 84 Th o 
Beggar of Shantung , No. 1185 Tho City of Doath , No. 1185 Saved 
from tho Sea, No. 1187 Prout•s Lovoly Bl ack Ey e, !lo. 11 88 Who 
Punch ed Prout? No. 1189 (S) Skinne r' s Narr ow Squ oak. No. 1190 The 
Schoo lb oy Form-llaater. llo. 1191 Billy Bunter's Christmas. No. 1192 
Tho llustery of Ca,.andale Abbey. !lo. 1193 The Phant om of th e Abbey . 

ADVERl'S 
~ All1 Slop er (later years) Teed's Wu Lin g st ories, Talb ot 
t a l es . E. V. HUGHES, 38 , Ed.ST FRONr ROAD, PAGJIAI( BEl CH, NR. BOGNOH 
REGIS. 

FOR EXCHANGE, "Magnets" 719, 720, 721, 733, 736 1 74 11 75 6, 1091, 
11 39 . Nugget Lib. 55. ~ two for Magnet 897 . OOIUX)IJ THOIIPSON 

_5.3, _ l?ALLASEY PARK.' .... BELFASI' . ............. , ............................ - ....................................................................... . 
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Jo.ck Hork eway In A.morio e, 
Austrol111, otc. 14 diff erent 
volumes 10/ - eo ch. Tim Pippin 
In Gi an tl e.nd Roland Quiz 30/ -. 
Severe.l llin e.tur os 10/ - O::\ch. Now 
supp ly of Greyf'rinrs S. O. Ls. 
ovor 100 copies from 1-41 0 3/6d 
eac h. Numbor ono is '20/- as it ' s 
a Collector's i t om. Hundreds of 
Nelson Leo 1 s Old Sori ce cmd tho 
othor 3 sori os no selected numb­
bore at this pri co . Taken ns 
t hoy f a ll 6d. per oop y. I 11lso 
havo number one of 1st Old Se ri es 
abso l utely mint Publish e rs Filin 
copy. Bost offor over 20/ - . 

WM. MARTIN 

50 Rod llogno ts 5/ - 011ch. 8o 
Gr oen Goms 3/6d each . All 1908-
1915. Sta t e t he number s you 
require; it takes up t oo much 
space t o list a ll t hose . Any 
numbor of th o Coll ector • s ~st 
monthly from Number 20-76. 
l /3d . per copy. Ditto 
Collecto r s lliscollany. Mos t 
Magnets and Gems from Jlumbor 
1500 t o tho end of publication . 
All one prico, 1/ 6d per copy. 
Sexton Blak e Libraries Teed 
Stori es 2/ 6d each. Nos .64 0 , 608, 
500 , 663 , I can a l so supply 
mostly a ll the numbers of the 
Ungnet and Gem from No, 500 -
1200 , 2/6d per copy . 

93 HILLSIDE, ST0l1EBRIDGE PARK, 
LONDON, N.W. 10 . Tol s ELGar 3230 

WAll'l'ED: Collector ' s Digest Annual, 1947. Collector ' s Digest 1- 341 
56. J.F. BELLFIELD, 24, GRAINGERS LANE, CRADLEY BEATH, SrAFFS. 

EXCHANGE 19 31 "H.A . " for 1920 , 192 1, 1922, 1925 , 19 29 or 1930 . 
WAllTSs "SPC" 1 to 35. GEORGE MELL, 49 GRACEFIELD GAIIDE!IS, 
STREATBAM, S. W, 16. 

AVAILABLE, Gems , Nelson Lees , Pink and Col oured covered Union 
J acks ( 1905-27), Tufty llugget Lib s , Comic Libs. (1912) . Bl ack and 
Wh14-i..:Vol-{-19()2-)....cbwae--l,-¥ol-l')?-7-8.--i>etecti:v..--W"eklie ..,-,O­
Bound Vols. of Punch (1/-' eac h &: post), Saucy Mags, Detec t ive Libs, 
6 Vols, Th o Libr a ry ShoJcospea re . Coloured plates ( 10/ - ) No. One 
Penny Popular, nearly complet e run of ncombnt", Mint, Vanguards 
(1907 - 9) , Thousands of r are cigare tt e cards, etc. 
STATE REI.UIREJIENl'S1 S .A.E . Pleas e R.E . J . ROUSE, 3 ST. LEONARDS 
TERRACE, GAS- HILL, NORWICH. ~1 Police Budgets and Police 
Clipp ers 1893 -1 910 . YOUR PRICE ?AID; 

Comi.c -Papers-betwcio,;-is90 ,.,;a_ -19i4 wmEii-.::iLurais,-cAn1l'oN, 
LWIR!IOS ROAD, LLwlDUDNO, · 

•• ,..,.., , " '••o• ...... , Y .. , .. ,N .. . ........ -,.-,,0,.,,.,,,. .. , ......................... , .. -, .......... _ ,N .. - ... ..... .. - .. ... .. ..... _ .. ........ . ... ...... , ... .. .. .. ,N .... , ... ...... .. ... ..... . ............ . ... . .. . 
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WAlll'ED URGEm'LY to complete small privato colloct i on - Nelson Lee 
originnl old s arios No. 61 "Golden Boomcrl\llg 11

• Can any rea.der 
ple e.so help? Your price paid. TRAYNOR, 1 ROSE VILLAS, SWINDON 
STREEr, CHEI.IJ'ENBAM, GLOS, _ 

Ms, · (i f- ;;~~;;~i,ieY -~,;..;e;,; i,i:;;;;;: -~ ·.;d iic"ti:o"'n~ "Fi.':~..:-· 
fly (pre-1915) Popul8l's E. HUGHES, 38 EAST FROl!r ROAD, PAGBA!i 
BEACH, NR. llOGNOR REGIS, 

.- , - ~.-· - ,: - .• -• - .• • -·, - - r.- - -·•- -r.•- •,.,. ,w:,., ....... 'i "S' ~ , •.V . -'..-L7- ,.&,-,. _ ..... . _ ._._ •.~i,,., . ,.,._. ,,...,,v,'l,r , 

T. LAl{BERr, 347 CERrRUDE ROAD, NORWICH, OFFERS, Aldine Robin 
Hoods, Dick Tur pi ne (1920 1 s), Firefly (1917), llarvel (18 94-1920), 
Popular (1912-1 914 ), ld Plucks, Union Jacks, Gems (1907-1937), 
llagnets (19 1701940) . Holiday ,\nnua l s (1936- 1940}, Champion Annuals 
(1925- 1930), School Friend Annual (1927), Young llri tai ne, Pals, 
Bul l se yes, Boys Magaz ines, Rockets, 1/- each . Nelson Lees ' , 
Detective Weekly, Triumph, Modern lloy 7/6d doz en. Schoolboys Own 
from 1/6d. lloys Friend Library (1930- 1940) l / 6d, Al so 1906 onwa:rd.. 
MBJ:1y Victorian Volumes.Bound vo l ume "Knockout" American Boxing, 
l'lrestling, llagazine, Complete year ( 1937), Junerican Film Ila 
(1925 -1 930). Album, 3 ,000 Ge:nnan Labels . "Royalty" issues Daily 
111rror, etc) 1902-1937 . Souvenir Theatre Programmes, Illustrated 
1888-1920. Old -t ime Postcards Actors, Actresses, llathing lleauties 
etc. EXCIL\NCE SUGGESTIONS l'IELCOJ.!ED! SATISFI,CTI ON GUAJ!1.lll'EED. 
S.A . E. llEQUIREIIENrS, PLE4.SE. 

·.;.- ,. . ... . , ,. .. .,_ .,. • . - ..1 .. . , -·- 1.-•-. ,. , . .._ __ -· .. _ ••-->- .. r_ ,..., _ - ·- ·-·-· - ·---·~· , _____ i:,,,r,.: •a . e,-. · .. . _ . ..Y"· 

I urgen tl y require the following information i n order to help co11>­
pl ete 11Hundred Year s of Boys ' Weekli es " for the llnnual. Can any ­
one oblige? - (H. L.) 
"lloya I ll'eekly" (James Henderson) St op date and number. This paper 
started 3-5-1919. I t was probably short-lived . "Footba ll Pictarial" 
Stop -d&te - and-numbe-r, - H---,,tarl-ed --3-9--1ffi_-----'• -FttJr-&-fl-otron'Cf~ )~ 
Stop date and number . Probably sometime in 1914. ' 'Triumph" (James 
Henderson) stop date and number. It started in Decenber 1908. Not 
to be contused with A.P. paper of the sSDe name. "Vanguard" 
(Trapps, Holmes &: Co. ) Stop date and number. P robably in 1910 . 
~ (A.P.) Was under the impress i on i t finished wi t h No. 79, 
but a co ll ector has No. 84. Can anyone go any furthe r ? "Pioneer" 
Start d ate or number on last issue 28-7 -1 934. 

Also can anyone give titles of~te stories in 11&npireLibre.ry'' 
... 1st ._ seri es , .•. 6, 7,,10 _and . 21 . .... ,2nd .• ser1es 1 . ..1 ... to . 8., ., 21.1. 27 .. and ... 28? ........... .. 
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L O NDON SECTION 

An enthusiastic audience of old boys gathered toge th er at 
Cherry Place, Wood Gree n on Sunday July 19th. Thank s to the third 
brother of the White r family, Douglas, who kindly loaned a T.V. 
set, the company present en joyed the excellent Telecast of "Billy 
Bunter of Gre;i-rriars School", specially wri tt<n for te l evision by 
our worthy president, Frank Richards . Amongst those present was 
W.A. Lowes, of Tyneside, he being on a visit to London. It was a 
strange coincidence that be drew the lot to give an impromptu talk 
and this he did in an able manner. His subject was how he started 
his collection and the grea t ness of Frank Ric hards' writings. 
Suit ably app l auded at the conclusion llr . Lowes must have left with 
the happiest of memories. 

Last month I a quiz winner, Char lie Wright, conducted his 
effort as per custom and this re su lted in a win fo r Len Packman 
with Roger Jenkins second and Jim Parratt third. Charli e then 
rea.d nn article on the "Empire Library" culled from n'l'he Story 
Pape r Collector". A 20 Eli minator WQ8 won by Bob Blythe with Jim 
Psrratt second and Len Packman third . 

During all these proceedings one of Eileen ' s good feeds was 
thoroughly enjoyed and after fixing tho next meeting for Sunday 
August 15th at 27 Archdale Road, Saat Dulwich, S.E. 22., the com­
pany brok o up for the summer vacation. 

UNCLE BENJAIIIN. 

* * * * * 
NORTHERN SECTION 

2 39 Jlydo Park Road 1 27 June 1 1953. 
This meeting had been unavoidably postponed a fortnight and 

ther e 1uas a small or attendr:mce than usual. Among the absentees, 
through i lln ess, was Vera Coates. It seemed etrnnge without Vera 
for it was hor first miss . It was h oped she would be with us 
again at t he next meeting. 

The usua l business being disposed of Gerry Allison commenced 
th e reading of that fine story ''Th e Boy With out a Name" . Before 
be .. did....!,'.' .. be announced_ ,_that_ .the . copy _ had ,been ... lo~ _free of - ··-· ···· 
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chargo, by someone who wished t o remain anonymous. In viev.r of the 
scarcity and value of the book th e unknown's sporting gesture was 
greatly appreciated. 

Gerry got through severa l chapters t e lling of th e fury of 
Ponsonby & Co. , when th ey learn ed that a scholarsh ip boy was 
having t be audacity to come to Highc liff e ; bo w th ey play ed a 
tri ck on him by mee ting him at th e station and l eavin g him at the 
gutee of Greyfri ar s under the impressi on th a t it was Highcliffe . 
Hov, he was made welc ome by t he Famous Five then found to his dis­
may th a t he was at the wrcng schoo l and bow when be eventually 
arrived a t Higbcliffe be was unmercifully ragged in th e donni tor.,• 
Gerry put it across in fine fashion making characters lilte Pon­
sonby, Bob Cherry and ''The Ca t erpillar" in particular, most life­
like . The reading was listened to ,n.th rapt attention, the on ly 
pity being there were not more present. 

future meeti ngs, Aug. 15th. Sept . 12th. 

IIERBERr LECKE!IBY, Northern Soc ti on Corresoondent. 

* * * * * 
NORl'HERI! SECTION IIEE!'IllG July 18th. 

A gratifying attendance on a fine summer evening, Vera b,.ck 
after her one •miss', also Jack Wood and Cyril Banlcs, both of whom 
cMnot get along often. 

Gerry Allison reported new and prospective members, thanks to 
Ben Whit er' s recent letter in "Radio Times 11. Gerry also read a 
very interesting letter fro m a member who is on the staff of a 
certain colle ge . Our member said that for the past few months be 
bad been living in conditions a l most exactly like un to that in 
Charles Hamilton' s well known story ''The School fo r Slac:.Cers". 
UndaLone - headmaster .the - achool hacLliteral~go.ru, to_J1.9t_'_ the 
pupils did just as they liked and the name of the school had be - . 
come •mud I in the district. That bead bad departed and 3llother 
a rrived in his pl ace, an . internation a l footballer and n. dynamic 
pers ona lity , the ex act opposite of bis predeces eor . A 'bucking 
up ' regime r.1as nov, in progress . 

Another good bit in th e Hamilton innings I 
lle rs ey sid o had proposed a '20 Questions • contest between 

their Club and ours, th e questions to be dealt w1 th at the August 
meetings and unso on until then. \Vo got down to prep ~ring our s and 
.aware ... or ... some ... Li vo~pool .... oxports .. tried ... t.? . find ... some. r .oa l ... te~e r s. "". 
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Tho re s u l t will n.ppcar in Sept emb e r C. D. 
Gerry All i son t hen got down t o road1~ th o second instalmen t 

of "Th e Boy Without n Name " . So intoroeta d did a ll bccomo that it 
went unnoticed th o.t t ea was getting co l d . Ca.mo tho br ollk, thon 
mor e pngos. Thoro •s s til l at lo o.st two more inst a.lmonts to come. 

Next mee ting, August 15th. 

HERBERr LEC!CENBY, Northern Section Correspondent .. 

4 .. * * * 
MIDLAND SECTION 

Meeting , Jul y 20t h. 

Al though it was a very c l ose and overcast e vening t here was a 
goodly must er of th e clan ; inc l uding we were very pleased to note 
a keen founder membe r who had be en unable to be with u s in r ec en t 
mont hs , due to absence at college . 

Sundry i t ems of .formal ~ bu siness disposed of', the writer the n 
settled down to a. talk on "Frank Richards - l!oralist" . My de si re 
was to sho\"1 th at in ad.di t ion to Frank I s great skill in Eng l ish, 
story - telli n g powers, plot construction and superb sense of fun 
and humour, he also in c ulc at ed mor a l lessons most skilful l y a nd 
unobtruai v ely. This latter in sharp contrast to t he sturdy Vic ­
toria ns such as 11Eri c 11 or "Litt l e and Little " . 

To illustrate this I read wha t a r e perh aps my two :fa vourite 
chapter s of the 0 Magnet" . These are Nos. 8 and 9 i n No. 1400 of 
the Mr. Prout - Headmast er, series , and deal with the fight betw een 
IID.uly and Smithy when the Bounder r efus es t o give up his bl ack ­
mailing ho l d on Lode r . 

This talk and reading were fo ll owed by a l on g and animated 
discussion . It was re marked that the ladies wer e vory quiet, but 
as our cha irman ' s wife observed very truly, they didn I t ge t much 
chance! 

There was just tim e nt the e nd t o ta.ckl e a. puzzle game de­
vised by ou r chairman. We had to !ill in words missing in a short 
s tory about Bunt e r ; these word s a ll bei ng names of members of our 
Club . Some of the puns wor e di abolic a l, but still , it was v e r y 
good fun. 

Th e gent lemen ' s pri ze vru won outright whilst two lad ies ti ed 
fo r th eirs, th e issue being decided by an e l imin a ti ng question. 
Anot her evening bad gone all too quickly . 

EDWARD DAVEY, Hon . Soc • ...... • ... _ .. , ·-··-1 ......... ~ ..... -_ ... " .. -..... _.,, ........ , ................................. _____ _,,.. .. ,._ ........... , ................ ., ............... w .......... • 
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l.! E RSEYS ! JlE SECTION 

The r o wns t\ ve'!"y s ot!.s:?:!.~tory uttonda.nco at thi s moe-ti ng, 
which c ommoncod ot 7 . 30. Mi or the formnl busin ess ba.d boen dealt 
with by th e secret a ry, th o chnirman brought up for discussion cpite 
a number of club matters, but spok e first of a ll about the regret­
t able o.beenco of Mr. Ylynoss, who is in hospital , he sincerely 
hop ed , as wo all do, th at ho wi ll soon bo out and about again. Mr. 
Srtitz er follo wed with an ent e rtl\i.ning account of our adventures in 
Manchostor, and 'flO are hoping that such o ccasions will become a 
more regular occurcnoe in future . The arrangements tor the ditlD3r 
in September ha ve now been completed and we expect t o have a large 
atte nda.nce , tl1.th :representatives of t he oth er sections present; 
they may be assure d of a hearty \7elcome. (I shall be pleased to 
supp ly detllils r egarding time, cost, etc . , to any who may bo in­
ter ested; enqu ir ies will be promptly replied to.} 

The verdict on the recent T. V. progrsmme was generally 
favourable; it was considered to be better than the previous 
efforts . Then came a "Hidden Names" quiz , devised by Frank Unwin; 
this was won by Jack Morgan with a score of 100 ;; - a rea.lly good 
performance which well deserved the handclaps of the rest of the 
competitors. 

The libr ary did a very gcod trade in the capable hands of 
Norman Pragnell, who act ed ae substitute for Bill Borton, unavoid­
ably abs ent, and th e meetin g ended at 10.15. 

F. CASE. Sec. 

A f ew ·~;eeks ago, in casual con v ersation, a young lady mentioned 
t ha t her uncle hoo. a l ot of boy s books - old ones - "about Billy 
Bunter"! Nat urally I prick ed my ea rn s up and pres se d th e girl f or 
det a ils. She wi,s deligh tfully V&;JUe, but I did extract from her 

- he-- promi<le -t-bect -,,h e-,rould . t r7 ""d t.on ow eome--and-let - --read-them. 
Shortly afterwards she presented me .,ith a parcel . To my aston ­

i shment it contained 60 Penny Populars, 1919 -20, including No. l. 
A little lat er I was introduced to the uncle. He eaid he had &l­
w93a bad a pass i on for boarding papers and had a box stored at his 
mot her's containing quite a lot. Then he casually opened a 
drawer and brought out about 30 Robin Hood, Jloys I Friend end 
Detective Libraries. 

What he r eally hae nt hie mothe r• s I herdly dare think. J.:J:ryway 
I hope to find out . Your astonished fri end. K. 
(Some l etters omitted due to l ack of spac e - B. L.) 
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BLaJ<JAIVR 
Conduc ted by JOSEPHIIIE PACKIUJI 

271 Archdale Road, East Dulwich 1 London , s.E.22 . 
As promised, this month we have the first part of 17alter 

Wobb's topical coronation story, and I am sure you wil l agree with 
mo it is good. (Walter ' s work is always good!). Tho second part 
wil l appe ar next month. 

I have received an interesting n.rticle on John Bunter, and in 
the letter accompanying it th o writ er tells me it is not expected 
t ha t llr . Hunter will write again , for it appenra be baa bad a 
breakdown in health . Tho article in the form of a tribute is, to 
my mind a fitting ono . J ohn Bunter bas contributed largely to­
wards Juv oni lo Li t er oture as a whol e , and in no small measure t o 
th o writings of Sexto n Blalc o. I am tberoforo making room for tho 
mori tod recognition in this month's Blakiann. 

Once again I thank. those who have written to me expressing 
their appreciation of ClY little efforts, although it 1e to be re­
gretted that enclosures in the form ot article s are conspicuous by 
t he ir absence! I hate to keep harping on the same o ld tune, but 
it is eessntial in the planning and preparation of forthcoming 
issues to have a good selection of material in hand, so pl ease DO 
play your part by sending me YOUR article s . 

Finally, for those •ho are int erested in G.H. Teed 1 s work , a 
forthcoming feature is a three-part article on his criminal 
oreation 'WJ!be Three !!uskoteere 11

• 

JOSIE PACICIWI. 
• * * * * 

'NllEll BLAKE RECOVERED THE CROWN 
by WA.l.11' ER VIEBB 

*** (The following article ia tak en from rec ords compiled in 
Sexton Blake's oru,e-book covering the year 1906 . The full story 
ot how t he investigator recov ered th e 1Cing1 s crown waa contained 
in th o s t ory SEXTON BLAKE, llEEFEATEB, and wru, published in UNION 
JACK No. 120, th o author boing HERBER? IIA.XWELL.J 
~· When llajor general Sir liilliam Fortescue, Lieutenant 
ot the Tower of London , grew old and feeble in the service of his King and country there was one who saw in his tai li ng pow"ers a .............. ~ ...................... , .... _ .............. -.................................................................. ,, .. _ .................................................................................. . 
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golden opportuni t;y t o get ri ch be;yond his wilde s t dreams . Tha t man 

waa Sir llilliam 1 e servant, Jarvie, a suave and most ef f icie nt man in 

th e duti es be was cal led upon to carry out, yet , nev erthe less, one 

of the bl ackest hearted villains who waa ev er allowed to r oam a t 

liberty . 
Jarvi e became obeeesed with t he idea of ste alin g t bs King's 

crown from the show--<:ase i n the jewel - room in the Tower . From time 

t o time the crown was removed in order to be c leane d, and on those 

occasions an imitation model waa JNt in the sh ow- case . In bis ad ­

vanced ag e Sir will iam coul d not distinguish the real crown from 

the dWlll!;y, and unabl e to resist the temptation , Ja rvis made a sub­

s titution. 
To got the crown out of the Tower pres ented sOC11e di ffic ult ;y, 

and af r aid that somebody might detect the difference , Jarvie also 

stole a suit of armour in order to distract people ' s a ttention from 

t he main thsft. liver;ybod;y would be so bue;y l ooking fo r the am our 

tha t in the !Us e and ezcih ment he would have a bet te r chance of 

getting awa;y with the cr own. 
But Jarvis rec ei ved a moat unpleaaant shock when he hea rd Sir 

William tel ephon ing Sexton Blake, aski ng th e detective to come over 

t o the Tower to inv es tigat e the robbecy, ao placed the cr own inside 

th e amour on the roo f ot t he Bell Tower. Jarvis ' s nen step was 

t o enlist the aid of a man named Potter, and the la tter ' e wife , 

Susan. Ae a vi sitor, Potter might be presented with the opportuniV 

of getting up and sec uring the crown , whilst the vo l umi nous garm ed:e 

of bis wite \'.-ould admil'a bl ;y lend themselves aa a means of coa, eal ­

ment . 
Blake decided to vi sit Sir William as s privat e visitor to the 

Tatrer, and as be entered th e hist ori c fortress vi sio ns of t he past 

wer e reborn in bis mind. In dreamy deli ght , hi s e;yee wandered ove r 

the ancient stronghold . There the Bell Ta,, e r where Quee n Elizabeth, 

before sh e came to the throne , was imprisoned b;y her sis ter, Queen 

llar;y. There the "King's Bouae", whero Guy Fa,,kes and his fellow ­

conspirators were tried and condemn od in 1605 . Ther e was the 

Traitors • Gate, t hrou gh nh ich prison ers, tri od at Westmin ster , were 

br ou&t>t to t he T0\70r b;y r iver, Queon Anne Bolo;yn , Queon Kath erin e 

Howard, Lady Jan o Groy, Jamoa , D;yke cf llonmouth an d many othors had 

passe d under the fat a l arch on the ir W81f to a prison or s oaffold. 

Thora tho Blo~ Tcwor , whore th e infant princes, Edward V and hie 

brother, th e Dulco of York wero murd ered . Yondor, i n tho Constable 's 

Gardon, Sir Walter Ralo igh wallcod dejec tedl;y during tho , hopole! '!. •••.• 
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y co.rs of his long impri so nment . Thor o th o Walcofi old Towor, t ho 
oldest bu ilding in tho fortress with tb e exception of th o Koep, 
or \7hito Touar. 

Such was tho train of Blako • a thoughts as ho followed s beef­
ea t e r to a large, circular apartment whoro the Crown Jewel s a.re 
kept. Here also wore tho King's crown, t ho Queen's crown, and tho 
anointing spoo n among many other i toms of int e roet and great value , 
but it \o7as th o King 1s crown which held J3lake's attention, for it 
was th.on that he received n t erri fic shock. For, from the cross at 
the summit to the band at tho base, oll th o jewels wore falao. 
Even tho gre at ruby given to th o Bl a ck Prince in Spain and worn by 
Henry V in his h olmot at the battl e of Agincourt v1as spurious, as 
a l so was the spl endid sapphire bought by Goorgo lV. 

When Blak e br oke the news to Sir William th at the King• s 
crown bad been stolen, the old man wilted before tho trotDendous 
shock and collapsed. Blake instantly suspe ct ed Jarvis of the 
crim e , but th o latt er, as groat an actor as he was cunning a rogue, 
managed to temp or ari l y dul l the detective• s suspicions when the 
l att e r quostionod him. 

Sir William , having had something in th e natur e of a para ­
lytic seizur e , Bloke gave him into th o care of his physician, 
Doctor Templ e , ,ind prevail ed upon tho l a tt e r to l ook llftor the 
pati ent at his private rl;)sidonco. A pastmas t o r in the art of dis­
guise, lH.:iko tbon took over Sir William ' s ide nt ity, whilst Tinker 
b ocamo one or th o Yoornnn of the Guard - in othor words, a. Beof'­
eate r. 

Some tim a a littl o 1.'l.ter, J arvis ' s n.ccomplic o , Pott or , o.ccom­
panied b:, his wife, was about to climb to tho ro of of the Bell 
Tower when h c e~w one of th a half-dozen or so r O.vens ,1ho had made 
th oir hoc,e in tho Tov,or of London, fl:, dmm with tho groat ruby, 
v;hich it had j ust pocked out of the crown, in it s be,ik. The bird 
flow dorn, to ea rth close to where Ti nker , resplendent in his rich 
r od-and - gold unifom, stood on guard outside the entrance to the 
Jewel Room. Tinker attempted to grab hold of the object which the 
raven had i n its beak, but the bird was too quick for him; and 
th en Blake, on his way to the Keep, made a l unge th at was a lmost 
successful . .Bu.t the raven, in its anxiety to keep 1 t s plaything, 
a ttempted to swalloVI it ru, it so ared into the blue and so brought 
abou t it s own doom, for t h e great ruby into its throat and choked 
it , When it dropped lifeless to the ground, Potter attempted to 
gnin ... possossi on, ,, .. but ... Blalce .. refused ,~ to ... hand it ... ovor,. ~ even ,when ....... ._ .... 
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Potter offe r ed th e fabulous sum of fiv e th ousand dollars for it. 
Pottor, it sh ould be st ated, was posing as an American visitor to 
th e Towe r. Naturally, su.c h an offor for a dea d bird was b ound to 
arous o Bltl.ke ' s suspicions, and at the e arlie st opportunity the 
detec t ive s li t ope n th e ra von ' s throat t disclo sing tho great ruby. 

{End of Pa rt lJ . 

* * * * * 
THE SEXTON BLAKE LIBRA.RY. JULY I SSUES 

lio. 291. The Body on the Cli ff, Rex Hardinge . 
A straightforward s t ory of adventure in Devon and Cornwall , 

Nothing much t o s,cy a.bout it except t ha t it is wor th readina , 
Tink er is s hanghaie d tow a rd s tho end, nnd does a lovo l y job of 

esc aping, on bonrd a ya cht at s oa . The wey ho captures tho s hip 
singlo -b and od i s gr oa t. Bul l dog Drummond c ouldn't h ave dono any 
bett or. Thank y.ou, Rex ila:r<ting o, for , . good t a lo. 

No . 292 . Th o Crim e at t he Fair . Hilary King. 
This di sco nnoc t ed , rambling af fair was r e al bard l abou r t o got 

throug h . If you liko tho kind of yarn which bre aks off a t t ho end 
of ev or,y ch apt er and s tert s somcwbero al so, woll - - I don't. 

It soomod to me as if tho author was making up tho t ale as h o 
went on, and hoping for tho best . And just imagine having one 
character ca ll ed Tinker, nnd unother ca lled Blinker! 

Tho pithi e st desc ription of tho b ook appea r s on page 50, pa ra 
1. "I t di d not m.."UCe sense " . Rot r ec ommended. 

* * * 
JOHii !!WI' ER 

by Grahsm Davie s 

GERRY ALLISON. 

It seems t hat John Hunt e r hes writt en hi s last s t or y for the 
S.B.L . (Tho Woman on the Spot. !lo . 279), M d I cannot he lp sit ting 
down to writ e: a f ew lin oe about one of tho mos t lik ea b l e , most 
accomplished and most prolific autho r s of th e, l a st t hi rt y-fi ve, 
yea.ra o r so . Humour, po.t hos, drama, suspo ns o , thrills - all these 
ingredients wore mingl ed in hi s st ori es by th e hn.nd of a p-i.St­
maste r; and t o anyono who hl:'.S kept an eye on wha.t has bo on pub­
lished in all s pher es of fi ction f or mc'\lly yea r s, John Ru~or ' s 
can,y- sided ability and endless outpu t must have been a veritable 
source of wonder. 

J ohn Hunter was no y oung writer when he first s t arted co n-
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tributing to the S.B. L. in 1937 or thereabouts . For a good many 
years his stories had. appeared. in boy ' a papers - Chuma, Boys ' 
Magazine, Boys' Friend Library , and, I be l ieve, many others. Ria 
was tbe spirit of' pure adventure. His ta l es were for the mos t 
part, in the tru e tradition of "blood and thunder" , but without 
any of the sha ll ow qualities usually associa t ed wi th this type of 
sto ry. He has never beon completely happy in the pure dotecti ve 
sto ry , and has al ways, i n spi t e of himself, had t o introduce an 
c l ement of r aw adventure which 16 usually absent from the work of 
most other S.B . L. wri ter s. He liked his he roes to bo big, tough, 
giants of mon, who could f e ll an ox with a blow of th oir fists , 
and for this reason his Bl ake does not seem at times to be very 
sympathetically drawn . Blake i s a li ttl e too urbane to suit him, 
and t hus he hesi tatos between a Blake who is rath er too tough, and 
a Blake who i s not tough onough. 

He solved hi s problem at f i rst by c r eating Capt a i n Dack to holp 
Blake in his cases, and as all r eade r s of the S. B.L. know , Captain 
Dack was a hugo man, ha.rd as i ron, unbeatable in a rougb - houso. In 
l et or yea.rs , when Dack ceased t o appea r , John Hunt or novor:theless 
nlways h:id some enormous t ough-guy oi th e r ns e. friend or too of 
Bl ake . I happ on to know, incidentally, t h:.t he is " big mnn him­
self , and perhaps that explains his s ympathy for this t ypo of 
c horact or. 

John Bunter ha.s boon crit ic ised by s omo Blake fans for various 
r ea sons i boc a.us e of e. sameness in hi s pl ots; because of n ton don::y 
to brutality1 and becaus e of th e unc e r tainty of his Blak e . The las: 
point has , I think, boon dealt with "bovo. Wi th r egard to his 
plots• it must bo admi ttad that tho r o was a similarity i n a ll th o 
Capta i n Dack stori es , but in defonco i t can be s a i d t hat thnt pa r­
ticul ar bnsic plot was such a good ono that i t s r oa.ppo e.rance i n 
various forms and modi fi cations was quite justifiab l e. 

The re i s , it is tru e, a tendency to bruta l ity in some of his 
stories , but there is also a tendency to gentleness, at the same 
tim e. An author who i s a good autho r muet be ab l e to hold before 
th e eyes of his readers all faco t s of human li fe . And all facets 
of human life ar e not pretty ones. J ohn Hunte r could wri te pass ­
ages that bro ught a shudder to the reader ; he could a lso writo 
passages that br ought a tear . 

But the re ason why I like his s tori e s as much as , if not mor e 
t han, those of any othor writer is bocauso of th e senso and fu ll­
nes s and richness of bi s conc eption of l if e which und e r l ies th em 
, , , ...... - .. . .... ,....-- ..... _ .. ,.,._,_ ........................... , .... ,, ........ _ ................ ... .... ...... ............. ~, ... . .... . ... ,, , ., .... ,, ,, ,_,,,,,.,, , , .. , .. ,,,, ,,.,,., , _,, , , .. , .... _,, ....... NO•H 
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all. Ono fe e ls tbat he himself has a t e rrific zest for life, tbat 
ho baa ncv or experi. oncod bor edom for a single hour, th.at each da:r 
brings for him a now opportunity to do grand and exciting things. 
And tonder things toot for I am sure John Hunter could. have boen 
one of tho greatoat v,ritora of 1 l ovo stories'. 

Two of the beet Blake stories that were ever writtan came from 
bis pen. One ie "The Secret of the Hold", 2nd seriee ro. 614, the 
otbor is 11Tbe Caao of t he French Raid e ra 0

, 3rd aeries No.15. Those 
Blake fans who have not read thes o S.B.Le . ehould get them and:road 
th6m. They will nev e r forget them. 

* * * * * 
Please note. Maurice Bond I s ' Round Ta bl e • for August not having 

bee n received by me by the 1doa.dl1ne' time for delivery, I am Wl­

able to includ o it this month. 
J. Pa cl<mo.n. 

All communications to ROBEI!l' BL'ITBE 
46 1 CAIILElON RD. 1 HOLLOWAY, LOND0111 11.7. 

Some months ago, in Mey to be exact, we bad an article from 
Erni e Carter of Austr a li a on the reprinte in the 2nd N. S. from the 
Soxton Biako Library. Thi s month our old friend Jaelt Wood of York 
adds some moro information on this previously littl e kno wn subject. 
It's quite a while since we had M. article from Jack ' s pen and a.e 
he's a mine of infom3.tion on tho N. L. hero's hoping it won ' t be 
so long bofore we havo anothor. 

Analysis of "Re;poatn Storios in the 
2nd New Series Nelson Loe Library 

by Ji~ WOOD 

The early numbers of the s ori es contai ned Detective lcademy 
st ori es or other main storios att ribut od to Edwy Soarles Broolts, 
Robert W. Comrado, C. Bedingb11m Gosfi eld , E. Sinclair B"1stoad or 
John llroarl ey , e.ll of which bear similar stylos of treatment or uso 
tho saoe subsidiary characte rs, suggesting that nll aro in actua.lilo' 
Broolts' work. From 110 on>:ards Nos . llO , lll,116,117,119 , 120,124, 
125,140 - 146,150-154 and 157- 161 aro by Broolts . 

'" ' "'""- ............................... , .. -, • .,_._,., .... __ ,_ ,,,_,,Ml ..... - ••M-• ••- ·-~• .. • .. -- ....... _,_,,_, .. , .......... - - ......... , .. _ ____ ,.,_,.__ .. ,M• .. •• 
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So fn.r a.s the rosi a re conc e rned , my finding s ar e tii.s follows, 
(Nel son Loo numbora first). 

lloe . 112 t o 115 in clus iv e aro th o ropo nt s of llaxwoll Scott's 
f amous works Tho Silv e r Dwarf and its s equ e l, Tho ILissing Heir . No. 
118 The Secr et of Sa l co th IelMd, (Otto & Zonn). A r opoat of Anlrew 
llurray ' s Illgott en Gains (Ker, & Carla.c), Sext on Blake llo. 2 . llo, 
121 Begg ar of Ka.shapor o (Ott o & Zonn), Ropoat of l{urrey ' e The 
Raj ah' s Rev enge (Kow & Cnrl ac ), S.B . No. 4, llo,1 26 & 127. Plund er 
Ltd. and Th o Peri l Tr ai l, r epe at s of Jlnn,oll Scott's equ e lly r,oll­
known Bi rd s of Pr ey, Boys• Friend 3d Librory llo . 4, Nos , 131 & 132 
Th e Shodow and O.H.M. S ., r ep0<1ts of Moxwoll Scott' s Tho Gro ot Un­
known an d Tho St ol on Sub= rin o. llo.134 Prisoner of the Temple , 
(Bern!\rd St oel o & Dorrim ore), reprint of Andrew Murr ay ' s M:,st e r,y of 
1,000 Peoks ( Jo hn Lawl ess) , S.B . No. 124 . !lo. 136 South Seo Loot -
r ep rint of Murr ay ' s Head Hunters• Sec ret (Lnwl ess) S . B. 108 . No. 
137 Hous o of Horror, r eprint of Tho Aff a i r of th e Orient a l Doct or 
by Lewi s J ackson , S. B. 127. No . 138 Doubl e Cr oss ed, r eprint of 

Tho Pa l ze r Experi ment (Lnwl ess) by llurr ,iy , S. B. 128 . No. 139 Tho 
Myst ery Box (S ton e & llddl o Ma,:io ), r eprin t of Pio rr e Quir oule• s 
The Mys t or,y Box (Granit e Grant) S. B. 151. llo . 140 Tre as ur e of Wu 
Lin g, r epri nt of Lewie Jacks on's Jowols of Wu Ling (Kes t r e l), S . B. 
111. llo,147 Des ert Foes , r eprint of Murray ' s The Sheik's Son 
(Lawl ess) , S.B.136. No.149 Tr ens uro of Hunger Desert, r eprint of 
l!urr ,iy ' e Secret of Hunger Des ort (Lawl es s ) , S.B .1 44 . llo.155 Secret 
Se rvi ce (Ston e & llddl e Paulette), ropo ot of Quir oulo ' s Mys t ery of 
th o Turlci s h Agr eement (Gr ant & Ju li o ), S.B. 135, llo .156 The Gold 
Ship , r eprint of J<>ekson ' s JCestrol Syndicnte st ory, Th e llyst ory of 
th e x.0.4 . , S.B .1 47 . 

Th,it is a s fo r ns I CM d efinitely go at th o moment, but I ndd 
th e f oll owi ng thought s on th o "blnnk" numbe r s . 

!lo. 122 I hnvo temp or a ri l y mislaid, but it is th e s t ory of th o 
Sea l of D<Xllll in which I think from memory Kew & Car l ac a re again 
mixed up. Possibly Th e ILise r•s Hoard, s . :a. 25. 

No. 123 Loot e rs of the Fe.r llorth I cann ot fix at al l , bu t, for 
any one ' s guid nnce, it bas Nelson Lee in Finland wit h vagu e refer­
ences to the Council of Seven. 

!lo.1 28 Br othe rh ood of Vengeance, Search by members of t he Bl ack 
Chrysanthemum gang fo r a je'O'el, liaJ" be a repeat of Murray • s The 
Barrier Reef llyatery, S. B. 45 (1- le sa). 

No.1 29 The llan from Chicago. Dorrimore & Lee on the trai l of th e 
cr ock son of llll English ear l used for revenge by hi s uncle . IISJ' be ........ _____ ,, ... ,_ ....... _.,..,.. .................. -- .......... -............. _., ........................... , ... --.... ,_ ... , ..................................... __ ... , .. .,. .. _, 
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a repeat of llurray ' s Vengearice, the story of a boy who never had a 
chance , S.B . 38 (Lawless). 

No. 130 The Fortune Trail. Again, I cannot place, but i t looks 
like another Lawless repeat. It tells of a young lad I s effor t s to 
bring back e. Pipe of Peace from the wilds of Northern Canada. 

No. 133 The Grey .Bat. Another story of revenge, on a former 
British representativ e in Borneo. May be Murray ' s The Bl ack Bat,or 
The Midni ght Peril , S.B.42. 

No. 135 Case of the King ' s Spy (Jimmy Stone alone) . The e f forts 
of a deecend&nt to f i nd and suppress the Bismark Diaries which 
would bring scandal to an ancestor's record . M~ be a repeat of 
Quiroulo's story of the same titl &, s.B.1 10 . 

l!o. 148 The King Comes Back. Lee & Nippor, with Insp . HaI!cer, 
rostoro th e boy King of Dalm!lllia. Great similarities with Soxton 
Blake (probably Sidney Drew as th e story starts in Caloroft) and 
Ferrera Locke (City of llasks) serials i n the Nelson Leo Library 
(Ol d e.nd First New Series). 

Well, that ' s all for no\7. No doubt Blake fans can f i ll in the 
gaps for mo and possibly faul t one or two of my deductions. Ul the 
Sexton Blake numbers referred to a.re in the first series, so &ood 
hunt ing! If anyone would like to lend me the origina l s, proved or 
suggested, I will take good care of them e.nd return them safe l y . 

* * * * * 
By now tho name Dorok Slllith will bo quite 17911 known to you 

through his excellent articles in Hamiltoniana and Blakiana. This 
time he ' s turned his attention to the N. L. Actual l y this a rticle 
was written before any of his other efforts but cming to spacing 
I ' ve been unable t o fit it in until n017, And now that it has 
appeared I'll bet you'll be asking for more. Well there ' ll be an­
other in a coup l e of months time .. 

ABCHIE1 S AWFUL AU!fl'S by DEREK Sl.!ITH 

Archie Glonthorno was disconsol a.t o. As he put it himself , tho 
pro spec t was not morol y poison ous, but absolutely too frightful l y 
fr i ghtful! 

His Aunt Sophia, who lived in South Africa, had on this occasion 
de sce nded l ike a blight upon English soil. Sho promptly announced 
he r intention of visiting he r dutiful nephew at St. Fra?lk: 1 a - and 
tho nows had pl ungod tho gonia.l ass of tho Romovo into tho depths 
of depression • .d.rchio had sundry aunts knocking about horo, tbore, 
and overywb oro , but ~ Aunt Sophi o wee ... tho One ..... ,._Poei tiv ol;r ,_and .. un- -~ .. 
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questionably, she was It . The Wor l d} s Worst ! 
Rather unguardedly, Archie confided his trouble• in Hal :er,,,,ster 

& Co. o£ th e River House School ,rJ,o, as it happened, were in the 
midst of a friendly tussle with the heroes of St. Frank's . 

Hal, a commendable opportunist , seized upon t ho information that 
Arcbio had n ' t se en the old girl since be was a frightful thing in 
velvet - and r esolved to supply a spurious nunt befo r e t he r eal 
ono turn ed up. 

Aunt Sophie was going to fulfil every one of Glenthorne • a 
horrib l e expectations, because Aunt Sophie was going to be Cyril 
Graham in disguise - Gr aham being a Wibley-like schoo l boy actor 
who was capable of p.ittill8 even an Alec Guin ness t o shame . 

The River House junior started the jape well by belabouring 
Edward Oswal d Handfortb with an umbrella. Getting into her stride , 
"Aunt Sophie " throw Arehie •s pr iz ed neck-tie in t o the fire, tossed 
bis eye-glass into the wastepaper basket , deprived him of his af'tel-­
noon tea, and - not conte nt with these morta l blows - dismissed 
Phipps from the young master's service. 

"She" had just begun to suporintend the removal of all Archie 1 s 
l uxurious furniture from Study E when Nipper remembered be waa a 
detective and speedily unmasked t he imposter . 

Archie ' e Aunt trouble howe ver was by no means over. 
Cyr il Graham had taken to bis heels with a ll the agility of 

another famous aunt - Charley 's - and in t he resulting confusion, 
the unpopular Llr. Pycraft had been capsized in th e Ancient House 
lobb y with sundry jam tarts smeared ove r his face . 

tlot unnaturally, the master of the Fourth thirsted for revenge . 
And Aunt No. Two chose this inopportune moment to make her nrri val. 

The second Aunt Sophi e wns the genuine article - Miss Hao.ton 
from South Africa . Those who know their E. S. Brooks won' t need t o 
be to l d that Mr. Pyo raft promptly mistook the lady for the boy 
re s ponsib l e for his misfortunes - with hilarious re sults. 

Fortunate l y , the real Aunt Sophie was no mean hand with an 
W!lbrella, and was able to defend herself most ca pabl y agai ns t lfr. 
Pycrnft I s cane . 

Even mor e fortunately for Archie, the lady prove d to be a drngai 
only when roused - and a l l his fears proved groundless . 

Nevertheless, the Glenth orne supply o£ aunts had not ye t been 
exhausted . The next t o arrive was Ilise Cristabel Harrington ­
Dougl as - two years l a ter. 

Arch ie was a lre ady in troubl e , as his relations with his valet ·~ __ ....... -............. ~ ....... ,.- , .... , ................. - ... -.................................. ,_ .... .,, ............. __ ................................................................... _ ...... .. 
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were r ath er etrained o.t the time - a heliotrope neclctie with a 
yellow ep laeh bein« the prl.!!11ny cause , Besides this, K&rjorie 
Temple had displayed a distreseing disapproval of t he Gl enthome 
philosophy - like llark Twain, Archie preferred to get most of his 
exerciae acting as pall - bearer for energetic friends . 

The lloor View schoolgir l broke off friendly relations till 
Archie won a place in the Junior Eleven. Since .&.Wlt Cristabel was 
a ki nd ly eoul who regarded football as a fiendish type of modern 
warfare, her viei t had her nephew sp l nahing abou t in th e ox-tail . 

She delivered an ultimatum, Either Archie gave up the barbarous 
game - which mecnt goodbye to llarjorie - or ahe would sngineer t he 
dismiss a l of Phipps, 

Arcbie• a frantic ottan pts to ave rt eithe r diaaster were vory 
funny and t otally ineff e ctive, Fortunntely bis Housemastor, iling­
ton Wilkos, went to work on hia guest and per suoded Aunt Cristabel 
that football wna n gre at gomo, So a ll ended happily . 

Archie baggod t ho m.nning goal, and was rowaI<l.od with a kiee 
from llarjorio . 

Despite the mach i l1L\tions of the last of hi s Awful Aunts, Uchio 
bo.d scored - i n more wcys than one . 
ll;y Only Stunted Aunt! Nel son Loe New Serl.as llo. 126 (29-3-28 ) 
Archie ' s Awful Aunt! Socond !low Series No. 31 (23-8-30) 
( Seo o.lso The Aunt fr o:11 lmr Z in Schoolboys' Pockot Library llo . 

16, G.G, S..en Ltd,) . 

FRANK RICH/JU)$ l!.\S llEWS FOR AUSTR,\LL\N FANS 
Deo.r Herbart Lockonb y, July 8th, 1953, 

!.lan;y thnnka for tho C, D, I found somo intoreat in the letter on 
Pegs 199, I do not think myself that n present day llsgnot would be 
a practical proposition . So far as I am able to judge by fan mail , 



and other aouroea ot information open t o me , o l d read.era ot pre­
wa.r daya form about ten per oent of the total, and while veey maR7 or theoe would b e glad to eee the old llagnet again , there ie no 
doubt in rq mind th at th e other ninoty per cent prefer the b ooka, 

I had a very enjoyable half-hour yeeterd ay watching our fat old 
fri e nd on the TV. aoreen . Gerald Campion aeema to me t o make a 
good Bunter and ~elch was di stin c tq good, I hope y ou were able 
to give it a look in, 

You ma,y be intere st ed to hear that "Carcr o ft Schoo l " may be 
moking its debut in J.ustrali&, lfothing has bee n aettl ed so far, 
but it is possible tha t ' Carorot t• stories may soo n b e appearing 
in a mag.izino "down under" . If thi s comes off, you onn guess that 
F,R . will be ple uo d1 I ju e t love tho ido o or writin g for 
Au.atraliona in one of th eir own mago.zir:Jos. 

With kind r ogorda , Al wO¥s yours sincoroly, 
FRAlllC RICl!ARDS, 

* • * 
JJICYrHRR BIG SCORE FOR AU&rllALIA I 

No. 1 Brandon St, Clovelly, lf.S.W , Australia , 
11.Y d e ar Herbert , July 8th, 

Did you he ar of our etroke of amazing lu ck out here? We (Ernie 
Carter , Frank J onoa & I) haTe a bookaoller friond who rounds up 
Magnets, Gems etc . , whenever possible and be baa really done a 
magnificent job , But his crowning ao hiovemont was t o prs s on t us 
with Magnets Nos , l t o 102 in mint condition, a eho rt time ago 
wi th a couple of ln.t or i sa uoa thrown in, ono of which was tho 
arriva l ot Smithy. Of cou rse to gaz o re ver ont i o.lly, at l as t, on 
No, l with it s famili nr, fnmou s ill us trati on of \iharton •s arrival 
was a big thrill, lo divided th e apoil up evonly , and although 
oa.c!Lwan t od.J!o . .... l ... J1,nd 2 we oyentuall.J: wore all ,a t iofiod w1 th our 
own third. Who got Yo, 1? ilo dr"" lota and lu cq Ernio Cartor won , 
ao I'd bo gratotul if you would add him to th o No. l 'llagn ot• Roll 
ot Honour and perhaps mention our luck in a Coll oct ora Dig e et ? 
U eo an early volum o of 'P luck ' cr oppod up jua t aft er, unfortunato­
ly, th o St, J ima ya m s appcarod , A near miaa t 

All boa t wis h os , S1ncoroly, SYD. 311TH. 
* * * * * IIORE TBEASURB TROVE. 16th Ju ly 1 195] , 

!)oar Horbert, An e xtr aord inary itcn of nows which may interoet 
yau and C,I>. re&dor a , (conclut!c,d pago 245) ... 
YORK DUPLICATDIG SERVI CES, 7 TllE S11AJ,1J3LES, YORK. Tel 1 YORK 3898 , 


