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FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR 

THE LONDON CLU13 Ill THE NEWS AGAIN, Those enterprising fellows who 
run th parent Cl ub brought of f a big wr1 te-up in the \food Green 
Weekly Hera ld, of Jul y 24th, It carried a banner beading aorosa 
five colwnns "Billy Bunter Worehippers 11, There was also a fine 
photogra ph showing Ben and Bob \'/biter , Len Packman, Charlie Wright 
and Bob Blythe engrossed in the Bunter T. v. episode, 

The text, a column or more, described the famous room at Wood 
Green and the activities that went on there, It was jolly good 
publicity stuff, even though the r e wore one or two of the inevit ­
able errors su ch ae "Mr. Prout, Bouse Kaster of the Remove" and 
the Hon. l!urree Hamsot Jam Singh". Sti 11 we mustn • t be too 
critical. One cannot expect young r~s to be as well v ersed in 
Groyfriars lore as Bob Whiter. 

* * * * * 
BILL GU'DER, The C.D. is now in the eighties and a fn weeks ago 
many of you would receive !lo. 50 of Bill Gander• a grand little 
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S. P . C. I t, of course, is by several years the elder brother of 

the C. D. , it is only because we take the stage oftener t hat we 

appear older . Unfortunately Bill tells us that through unavoid­

able circumstances, tbe S,P , C, is to appear less often than of 

yore . The onl y consolation about that io that the outlook ie not 

ao cheerleae as it might have been, for at ono time Bill thought 

!lo. 50 might h,ive to be the last of all , 

Anyway, the moment seems opportune to pay tribute to Bi ll f or 

the debt we owe him. To bring out that perfect example of the 

printer ' s art, packed with aboorbing articlea for old boye' book 

lovers without fail four times a year has been a wonde r ful feat of 

endurance and devotion , especially ao it included all the dark 

da,ye of the war years and because be has done it "for nix". 

I, of course, know something about the sacrifice of one I a own 

l eisure time running a magazine regularly , entails, but I gain one 

big compensation. Frequently I am able to meet the fellows wbo 

help to keep the C.D. going and that means a very gre a t deal . llut 

Bill far away across the sea is debarred from that . He tells us 

that he hae only met two collector• in the whole of his life , and 

those I suppose were at his sid o of the herring pond. Therefore, 

he can only look forward to our letters. I have often wondered if 

we fully appreciated what turning out the S. P.C. entai led , In an 

ordinary printing works of any size the 1 copy' would be set by 

lin otype or monotype and the '<hol esh:teen pages printed i n one run, 

or possibly two. How different for Bill . 

In the time he can spare from the employment by which he 

earns his living he has to ' set up ' the copy pati ently letter by 

letter, then run it off a page at a time, supplying the energy 

hima~lf . I had expe rionoe of it years ago in a litt l e printing 

works, and beliovo mo it ' e no soft job , Then he hae to provide 

-the -papvr and. e.nvalopoe and do all tho addressillg and mailin • 

Yes, through the ye ars, Bill Gander has indeed earned the 

gratitude of hie fe ll ow men, 
And having said all that I still hope it won' t be very long 

before we see !lo, 51. For you see , 1f 1 t had not been for the 

S. P, C, there might never have been a C. D,, and I should be loth to 

think th at the pupil had t o carry th e standard of the old boys ' 

book collectors fraternity alone . 

* * * * * 
' A?nlUAL' PROGRESS, Things have been happening 'rl th a vengeance _,,, __________ . _________ _ 
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during the month. A week or two ago I received from Eric Fayne 
bis article on the Adults of Grey-friars and St. Jims. This is 
a most int e resting and invaluabl e 11Wbo ts 'ilho" of 150 or more 
1 grown-ups' who pass ed thr ough th e pages of the Magnet and Gem; 
s omething never compiled before. 

But thie isn't all where Eric is concern ed ; not by sny 
means. Listen to th is. About the same time as I received the 
above mentioned I received a letter from Bi ll Hubbard, who despite 
the fact that he is right in the midst of the Nairobi trouble can 
writ e unp e rturbed about Hamilt onians matters. Among other things 
be made a request for an artic l e on Rookwood . Now as you know 
thi s sc hool is a bit of a problem for very few c oll ectors ha ve 
anything li ke a run of th e nec essa ry Boys' Friends. However, one 
is Eric Fa yne so I appealed to him. Promptly came his c onsent and 
a proposal to call the a rtic le "Days of Conquest 11

• How' s that for 
a br ai nwav e? 

Well, three or four days l ater I rec eived a pack et which I 
could se e at a glance was from Eric .. "It can't possibly be the 
Rookwood articl e " I said to myself. I could hardly believe my 
eyes when I fou nd it surely v,as - nearly eleven neatly typed fo ol­
s cap pages. Talk about Edgar Wallacs and a story dicta ted in a 
weak-end.. Tha t was a mere nothing compared with this as t ounding 
f ea t for Eric bad had to wade throu gh eleven years issues o:f t he 
large pag ed Boys' Friends in order to got bis data. Not only that 
he t e lls qui to a l ot about oth er sto ries which app ea red in the 
"Green 'Un" over those o lev on years . 

I should ju st like to add that the a rti cle cove r s differ ent 
gr ound to the admirab l e one Roger Jenkins wrote for S.P.C . No.49. 

I have spoken abou t this at some l ength but it honestly is an 
achievement th a t should be put on rec ord. You ' 11 agree when you 
ae e it. 

Do you kn ow when our new agency told me of th eir plans to 
make a r oa l streamlined j ob of the Annual, I, in on e way, rather 
got "th e wind up 11

• 
11Wb.y on earth should ho do that?" I can hear 

you say. Well, you see, I bega n to wond e r i f I s hould manag o to 
make tbc contents oqual tho app e aranc e .. But all my fears a r o 
ova.poratingnow; Yibon th e time comoa I'm confident you 1 11 all say 
' in e ver y way th o best ye t'. 

J us t one other thing. Orders continue to come alon g satis ­
f ac torily but so f ar a s carcity of adverts . We must have a few . 
How about it? - ... -.... ,. .................... ---............................... _ ........ _ .... _,,~ ................. , ........................................................ -....... -.... _, ........... ,, .... ,.,.., ..... . 
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THE Ol'BER ' AJINU!L', Shortly after these lines are in print I hope to be on my wa;y once more to London town, for the tour I look for­ward. to for fifty weeks of the calendar . And t here mn.y be par­ticular significanco attached to it tbia year. For twelve months hence a.a things are ordained , I mey be on tho 'reti rod lie t 1 • To mo th e thought th a t I am nearing tbst age is aiaply fantastic, for, probably thro1J8h boing absorbed in this hobby of ours, I feel only half way, 

However, if it has to be it will at least give me more l eisu re to pilot the good ship "C. D," on its We;/ to its hundredth number, and then some. Meanwhile to the big city, to meet old friends and, I hope, sazie who have come along since last I was there. 

Q • ~est1on 
1 KA.GNET' 

Yours sincerely, 
ll!IBlll!Rr LECJCUBY. 

I!frER-CWB "QUIZ" 

lleraeyside (!.leations to Nartbem 

Q.l . Give th o name of Ooaling'a Dog? A.l. "Biter". 

A - Answer 

Q.2. What ' St. Jima' cba.ractor performed "the ha.t - trick:t1 in a l!agnet story? A. 2 . Wally D' Arcy (Uagnet 79 - ' Harry Vih~rtona n•) Q. 3, \ihat Greyfriars 'old boy' kidnapped Bob Cherry ? A. 3, *Franz Kranz. 
Q. 4. Which Groyfri.l:Lrs char~ct or was sent to Borstal? A. 4. •Vornon­S..1 tb . 
Q, 5. Which Greyf rinrs mnstcr arrived in a tramp' s attiro? A. 5, \Va lly l!untor, 
'0.Eli' --- --~Wh o.t wn.a Valontino Outram• s r oo.l name? A. 6 ... George Purkiss. Q. 7, llbo W88 master of the Sholl Form at Claverina1 A. 7. llr,Q.>ald,. Q. 8. llbnt name did Ilario Rivers uso when coming to St, Ji"""? A.8 . Ill es !.!arch. 

Q,9, 11hat schoo l did Cardo" attond prior to coming to St , Jim' o? A. 9. * l'lodebouae. 
Q.10 . Wbnt was namo of St . Jim's housemsetcr prior to llr, l!ailton? A,10 , * llr , Kidd, 
NELSON LEE 

Q, 11 , Which fif th - forme r spent a poriod in tho 3rd torm , ...... - ................. .. 
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A.ll. * CbNObers . 
Q.1 2. Namo 4 sist ers of St . Franks Rcmovitos otto nding lloor Viow 
Schoo l. A.12. * Ireno Church, ,tinnio Pitt, Ena Hamf'orth, Violet Wa:taon. 
Q. l) . Wbicb series was started and not completed in 'Nelaon Lee' 
Lib rary? j,.13 . • Reprint of 'Ch in a ' seri es ( 1938). 
Q.1 4. I/ho was Junior Captain of Carlton Collego7 A.14. *K.K. 
Parkingt on. 
Q.15 . I/ho was third form Captain prior to arrival of Willy Band­
fortb ? A.15. * Owen llinor . 
llISCELLANEOUS 
Q.1 6. 0 portland Bil l" appear ed on the front page of which comic? 
A. 16. • Tbs Butterfly . 
Q. 17. l'/bat 2 Rookwood characters have llark for cbristian nOllo? 
A.1 7. * Lat trey and Carthew . 
Q.1 8. V;ho wrote adventure aerials i n the first person for 1 Chumo1 ? 
A. 18. * S. Walkey. 
Q. 19. Give name of dancer known to Tinker before be met Sexton 
Blake . A.19. * Nirvana . 
Q. 20. \f/bo wrote abou t ''Tho Boys of tho Bombay Cast l e" and for what 
peri odical ? A. 20. * Duncan Stom ( ' The Boys ' Friend ' ). 

* Indi cates correct answer. Northern score - 15 . 

'l!AONE!'' 

* * * 
Northern gueetions to Merseyside 

Q. l . l'/bat Grey-friars Remove boy bad a study to himself] A. l . 
Robert Fortescue Smith . 
Q. 2. 'Nbicb Grey-friars character grew olden A. 2. • Wally Bunter . 
Q. 3. I/hose Minor di od at Groyf riars? A. 3. Bulstrode llinor . 
Q. 4. Which Creyfria.re character was "murdered" by a Sub. writer7 
A. 4. * Courtenay . 
I sr • FRAllKS I 

Q.5. Who was temporary Page Boy at St. Franks ' during Kennedy 
Hunter Barri ng-Out? A. 5. Rates . 
Q. 6. What was llelson Lee's other names during the same Barring-Out? 
A, 6. Kent and Reinhardt . 
Q. 1. From which soboo l did Bandfortb and Co. come before St . Franks? 
A. 7. llonkhurst Coll ege . 
Q.8. llame of final lleleon Leo title . A. 8. st . Frank ' s Fugitives . 
Q.9 . Which Sixth Former impersonated bis elder brother at St . 
Franke? A. 9. • Simon Kenmors . 
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Q. 10. 171th what paper was the Gem finally mergedl? A.lo. * Triumph . 
Q. 11. From whic h schoo l did George Grundy come? * Radcliffe. 
Q. 12. Who preceded J.!r. Railton at St. Jims] A.12. * llr. Kidd . 
Q.13 . Name of Curate at Huckleberry Heath. A. 13. * llr . Dodds . 
Q.14. Who was D' Ar cy llinim us? A.14. A Donkey. 
Q.1 5. Name of Figgins' father . A.15. Sir Forte scue Figgins . 
Q. 16. Who was Capt ain of the St. J im's Fourth when Jack Blake 
arrived? A.1 6. George Herries. 
lllSCELLA.'lEOUS 
Q.17. What was the name of th e i nn nea r the Benbow-re s ort of the 
Gay Dogs of St . Winifreds 1 A. l 7. Lobste r Pot. 
Q.18. Name three other detectives c r eated by llarwell Scott apart 
from Nelson Lee. A.18. Kenyon Ford , Mart i n Dal e , Verno n Read. 
Q.19. Name of doctor who used to visit llrs. Bru i n 's S chool . 
A.19 . * Dr. Lion. 
Q. 20. I n what comic did Loo IJ.lmlee and his lucky lamb appear? 
A.20 . Chuckles. 

* Indicates c orrec t answer. J!erseyside scor e - 8 

!-Jc.1 l.rJ J /toJJ}a .rJ a 
Compiled by HERBER!' LECKEHBY 

*'* 
You will remember that in t he July number I said that ''The 

Pride of t he Ring" whi ch appea r ed in the Greyfriars Herald, 1st 
series, \1as, on the authority of Flee tway Bouse, t.l"itten by G. R. 
S!llllways , and, now we know that, it might bo possible by studying 
his s ty l e t o trac e some of the Gem and !.!e.gnet stories for which he 
was responsible. --

Well, Ron Cro llic of Romford got down to some st u dying and, as 
a res ult I have had a very int e resti ng letter from him. In it h e 
gi ve s me a lis t of seve ral s t ori oe he is sure were wri tte n by s~ 
we.ye and als o gi v ea some exampl es of his sty l e . Hare f ir st ar e the 
stories. 

~- No. 421, "Skinn er tho Skip per", 424, ''Tho llai lo d 
Fist at Greyf ri a rs", 426, "l'ho Terribl e Two", 436, "Callod to th o 
Col ours" , 468, "Linley Kinor 0

, 476, '~he Oreyf'riara Flying Corps". 
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Gome. No. 420, 11Sportsmon of St. Jim I e", 430, ''rhe Conquer­
ing eero'es 11

, 438, 11A Schoolboy 1 s Sacrifice", 442, ''The Schoolbo y 
Reporter", 444, 11Every Inch a Hero 0

, 448, "Heroes of the Fourth". 
Ron gives some extracts. This, for inst ance , to which he 

adds the comment, " rather different to a Hamilton story isn ' t it?" 
Colonel Ranter halted and gla red at the humorous Bob as if he 

would eat him. 
"Huh !" be exclaimed, "You - boy - don ' t you kn ow who I am?" 
" Couldn ' t tell you from Adam" said Bob Cherry . 
11 Balf a jiffy though! You're Colonel Decanter - whatl 11 

The peppery ol d warrior pranced about on t he flagstones, 
breathing out thr eatenings and slaughter . 

"Bow dare you!" he stormed, "I'd have you know you impertinent 
cub that I am a go vernor of this depraved and benighted institution! 11 

Bon also says th ere wore attempts to introduc e class ic al 
allusions in this ma nner. 

"Steady on , old scout!" said Bob. 11No good scrapping when 
we1 re outnumbered by three to one. They ' d strew the hungry 
churchyard with our bones, as Shakespeare s ays". 

Viall, George Orwell once sa id that anyone could write a Grey­
friars or St. Ji m's sto ry given the data. Umr Yes! and quite a 
number of ch aps can handle a cricket bat but not in the manne r of 
a Hutt on or a Harvey. I n the same manner I am sure you can sea 
tho difference between a Greyfriars sub stitu t e author and tho 
genuine Frank Ri ch a rd s . And now th a t Ron Cr ol li o hllS given you a 
l ead , perhaps you c.1n fini more by tho snmo auth or. I havo a sus­
picion that Mr. Samways wrote those stories dovotod to sport 
tournaments. 

* * * * * 
I had no soone r written the above than I r eceived ( thanks to 

&r-ic-Humpb,;e"!/8-f-&-G<>py....o&--a- new-;,,>pe......,aHed - "Sehooi-eap".--l'er --­
hapa some of you have seen it , too. Anyway, it is published by 
Charles Buchan' a Publications Ltd., 408 Strand, W.C. 2. It coats 
6d and i o to appea r fort ni ghtly . It runs to 32 pages, Magnet 
size, devoted almost entirely to a schoo l story, the schoo l being 
"Rockcliffe" . It is plainly evident someone was fami l ia r with the 
old Magnet. There's a map of the school and a ttWbo•s Who". The 
l eade rs of the Fourth Form are known as tho 11 Famous Four Aces" . 

The author is given as "Basil Storey 11
• Now here comea a. real 

curiosity and a coincid ence. Looking through the sto ry I was 
.... ,,..,.,.,,._ .,...,.,.,.,..,,_,,..,., .. ,.,.,,..~,.,.,.,,,.,.,.Q,..,,..,.,.,.,.,,,,..,,.,.,,.,.,.,,.,.,,,,,,.,.,,.,,,,.,.,.,.,.,._ ,_ , •. ..,_, ... ,.,., ..... .,.., .. .,,,,,,.,.,,..,...,,.,,,.,.,m,,.,.,.,.,.,., • .,., 
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in stan tly struck by the fac t t hat the styl e waa etrangoly like 
tha t of the aubs titu te writer mentioned by Bon Crollie , The mor e 
I l ook at tho dialogue th e more I am intrigued by i t, I should 
very much like t o hear what othe r s think, 

Anyway in view of the a ppea ls for the revival of th e l(agnet 
it wi l l be i nt eresting to see how this new venture fares. Any 
brave endeavour to place on the books talls a clean and heal thy 
scho ol paper ot the t)"Pe we knew i n pre-war days, dese rves t o 
succe ed . But bas 0 School Cap" a chanc e? It has had pr a.ctical ly 
no publicity I even though a well - known sports.cian ie behind i t. 

Anyway , if i t does succeed , wol l there is ind oe d an obvious 
hint to t he A. P. to think again whar o tho Magnet io conce rned . 

Late r, With No. 2 already a change in po.go size to that of 
Det ec tive' s t'eek l y . 

* * * * * 
\/HO WAS BERllERr BRITTO!l I In Eri c Fayne' s a r tic l e " Day e of Con­
quest11 re f erre d to e l sewhere, he refers also t o a aeri es ot ec bool 
s t ori es whic h a ppe a r ed in the Boys ' Friend i n t he Rookwood day s. 
Thos e were linked up wit h Hamilton atoriea fo r tho titles of some 
of them wore : ''The Courtfi old Champion"; "Bob Tr avers at Oroy­
friar a0 and '~be Bluffing of Ponsonby" . The autho r was give n as 
"Herbert Britto n". Ra.a anyone any informa t ion about him ? 

* * * * * 
BILLY BUNl'ER' S mm ANNUAL. NO. 1, IIA!IDEVILLE 10 6d. 
'?01( llBRBY' S Oi.11 AllJIUAL. NO. IWiDSVILLE 10 6d. 

Reviewed by Gerr J Alli aon 

Age cannot wither, nor cus tom stale 
Bis infinite varie ty ; oth er authors c l oy 
Th e appetites th ey feed. 1 but he makes hungry 
Where mos t be eatisfi ea . 

I off er my sincer e apologies to the Bard of Avon, for tak in g 
lib erties with his lines on Cl eopat r a, but the y came i rresistibly 
int o my cind a fte r I had read the two new Jt.nnua ls just published 
by l(andevi ll e , 

Th e F.ditor s.eked me if I would like t o report on these fo r 
the ' Colleotor 1e Dige at 1 , and nee dl eee t o a~, I jumped at the 
offe r. But no" that I have finished reading them , I hardly kn ow 
how t o begin my critique . I t is what the Frencl: oal l I e:nbarraa 
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dee richeseee • . Bas there ever been such a t our de force before? 
I doubt it . 

There are 200 pages in each volume, and of this tota l , no 
less t han 398 pages are from the hand of the Master, tha t genius 
of Broad.s t airs , Charles Hamilton. There are tales of advent ure in 
the Wild West; in the South Seas , and in Africa . There are also 
eight c omple t e schoo l s torie s . /,.s I cann ot possi bly describe them 
a ll, I will just list them, and let th e bill o! f are speak f or it ­
self . I will treat the two v ol umes as a whol e, bacause you will 
nee d to buy th em both! 

Fir s t we have full l ength yarns of Greyftlars, St. Jim ' s , and 
Rookwood. Those three e ly siums of our halcyon days , where all our 
old/young frie nds a.r e as happy and carefree a.s th ey we r e at t he 
begi nning of t his t urbul ent century. Shangr i - La just is n't in it. 

Next Frank Richards gi ves us another ta l e of Felga.te Schoo l, 
whi lst Charles Hamilt on r e l ate s a fu rth er ri otous episode at High 
Coombe, t he ' Schoo l for Slacke rs • . Jimmy lo!cCann has still not got 
the sc hool underhand.. A certain member of th e Nort hern Sect io n 
o .. B.B .. C .. could giv e him some advice here .. 

And now we have a grand little yam by Ral ph Redway about the 
Rio Kid, that most likeable of out laws. !!ext Charles weighs in 
again with a very exci t i ng s t ory about Ken King of the Island s, 
and a l s o an adve nt ure in Africa featuring the Kiku.yu .. 

The feminine re ader is not forgotten e ither. Hilda Richards 
brings Bessie Bunter and Cli ff House on to t he sce ne a.gain, and 
ve ry wel come they a.re.. Then there is some vel"s e about Bi l l y 
Bunter, a Greyfriars Who ' s Who, for quiz compil ers , and a sh ort 
episode by Cli ve Fenn . 

And f ina lly, the Greyfriars i l lus tra ti ons are by C.H. Chapma.n, 
and the St. Jim ' s by R.J . Macdon ald. What more do you want? 

(Yes, indeed it was like old ti mes to fin d t he ar.t_iat.s_i.n___t.h.e 
places they bad made their o,;11, again. - H.L . ) 

* * * * 
WHAT Is IN A NAi!E 

By Dona ld B. Webs ter . 

It all started when I was i ntroduced (at Live rp oo l G.P.O.} to 
Harry Wharton! "Yes" be said "that ' s my name, and how I did enjoy 
reading 1-i'-he Magnet''! "• 11As a matt er of fa c t 11 be went on, 11when 
I """ in hospital in Sic ily a most amazing in c i den t occur red . The 
mai l had just arrived and my name was called out . 11 "Bullo th ere" --......... ---- ~ .... ,--.. -·- .. --.. -· .. ··-·- ·-·-.... --........... ___ ... __ ._, .. _,,._ ... -..... ___ , ___ , _____ _ 
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exclaimed a fellow ward-mate, "is your name really Ha:rrJ Wharton?" 
"Yee" I replied. 11Well, mine really happens to b e Bob Cherryl 11 

Now there• s a coincidence for ;you. 
This article waa intended to be written a long time ago, when 

The Edit or, 'our Herbert', asked me to get the "low down11 on Lord 
Sefton' s horse named Bob Cherry, After much research bis Lord ­
ship's secretary eaid he was sorry to disillusion me, but it was 
not called after Frank Richards I character of that name, but a. 
reverse of the Lancaahire expression "Cherry Bob" (a. ahin:, no se ) , 
But he co nfided "I ofton read the Magnet and Gem, though I pre­
f erred Sexton Bleke", Ho might have added that hie Lordship die ­
cla.ims an:, connection with a new House prefect at St. Jim ' a 

How many readers who saw the film "The Quiet llan" noted it waa 
directed by Frank Nugent, and how man:, have been intimate l y assoc ­
iated with a neme resembling or reminding them of fictiona l charac­
ters of their youth , I'm sure James V/alsh (and others) must have 
encountered many such instances during their excursions into our 
Counties - and abroad too for that matte r . 

What nemes come to mind in the Sporting World, cricket ere euch 
as Grace, Holmes, Wharton, Hobbs, Bammond; and De Courcy of the 
present Auetralian team, Footballers ouch as Wharton, D' Arc:, etc . , 
and ~lfer Bobb:, Locke (surely another relative to our •auew,t ' 
Head), Vlhat a co ll ection we can get from The Turf - horeee, such 
as \ie,yland, Bob Cherry, Cleveland Girl, (no prizes for suessing 
her christian name), Cross-Keye, and of course "over the sticka 11 

is one called "C.D,", ( I wonder if H,L, ever had a bob on it), 
Jockeys Piggott (o f The Third) and Gosling can be added to the list, 

One could go on for some time wi th such names as Wingate 
(Chi ndits) , cers ouch as Talbot and Rnilton or Basil Cardew who 
describes such vehicles, 

Jack Corbett of Birminghom tells me he came acroes a llr . 
Quelch in a t elephone dir ecto r :,, and one would have no difficult:, 
in associating such namos as La.scelles, Knox , etc. There must be 
numerous .Bunters in etistonce . 

One of our mombers often reminds mo that be passes 1'Tbo Gem" 
cinoma en routo to our meetings and never fails to pass a shop 
kept by H, Vernon-Smith , Fl.trthormore, when in llanchestor Hand­
forth ' s shop was pointed out to me. 

You didn 1 t know "Highcliffe" was noar Boscombo did you, or 
that many yoare ago "Greyf'ria.rs" was tho n!!mo of a sc hool in 
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Wall asey, Cheshire, with 0 The llagnet" stores and tuck sho p 
opposi t e ! And a cafe in llargate called "Rookwood" . 

llaybe I am open to contradiction but llr. R.C. Robertson, 
Glasgow, the Somer set cricketer in his book - "The Brighter Side 
of Cricket" - refers to "Greyfr i ars " as his prep schoo l, but in 
reply to my enquiry, naively sugge s ted it signified Cbarterhouse. 

One cou ld go on indefinitely adding to this list - but as 
Shakes pea.re wrote in "Romeo and Juliet" "what• a in a name?" -
quite a lot methinks. 

* * * * * 
Here's still another new contr i butor. It's grand to have them . 
Geor ge makes a good start , too, for you all love an argument. And 
he to some ext ent anticipates the ' debate' article "Greyf riars 
vers us St. Jim's" i n the coming Annual, written up by mysel f . -H.L . 

SCHOOL YARNS ARE l!El'TER BY FAR 

By George Br oml ey 

The Famoue Five (and Bunte r) travelled the worl d, to t he Fa r 
East, the lliddle East and Africa, by land, sea and air, not count­
ing by c aravan . They even went to Hollywood and made a film, 
th ough li ke many othe r Stars Bunter had previously acted for the 
British Film Industry ( ant icipating l ocal tre nds by nea rl y thi rt y 
yea rs ). But you Hamilt on fans will have to delve way back to 
verify th is s t a rtlin g fact. 

:&lt in my opinio n no finer yams will b e told than t he 
"School Series", and furthermore no bett er or more vivid writing 
than the 11c l ass room'1 scenes. I do not contend t he s t orie s are 
better , but that these little adventures had tbe supreme quality 
of tr ansport ing one to the scene ·of acti on. 

Greyfria rs Bemove Formroom has a qua li ty that St . Jim's Shell 
or Fourth nev er seems to poss e ss . 

Firstl y , of course t because the Form Kaster is portr~ed as a 
"livirl8" characte r, a!!!!_ person. Mr. Quel ch is an integral part 
of . t he Remove, and probably the only regular llaster, apart fr om 
certain sporting masters who occasional l y pop up, t hat ie more than 
a stock or "prop" character in any of the Charl es Hamil ton schools. 

llr. Quelch is almost the per fec t llaster, and no be tt er clas h 
of pers onali t ies have been drawn than the everlas ti ng feud, in 
.:he "_!om ... roo~, .. between .. the Bounder . and .. th e Beak . .... - .. - ........ ~ .... ---- ·~·· .. ~-~ .... -
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How often did Vernon-Smith l ounge out of his deak, O'ith 
studied carelessness, though bis heart did beat a l itt le faster, 
and i n a cool drawling voice, subtly defy his Fonn Master . 

No one , even Cardew, does thi s so well at St. Jim's, because 
Mr. La.thom will never be a QU.elch and Ca.rd.aw nev er as well draJnl as 
Si:iithy . 

And who at St . Jim' e could match th e comple x character of 
Harry Wharton? , e s pecially when his reckless streak came out in 
defiance of the thund er ing ~elcb, and with a bitter contemptuous 
f ace he openly sneered at authority. Too bad this, f or Quelch 
could be roa117· kind and gentle. 

Gussy ' s bowlers in construe , do not compare wit h the "Owls 11, 

eepe ci ally when Bunt er ' s eyes arc on th e clock and his thoughts on 
Coker ' s cake. Probably because in Bunt or howle r s c ome naturally, 
whil o th ey s eem to be rather forced on Gussy, j ust for a laugh. 

Rarely are the scenes in St. Jim ' s f orms t ol d in any detail , 
but what more riotously funny than Bolsove r' s desk banging and 
Cherry • s f eet shuf'f ling to commence the ragging of .M.oaaoo? Or 
Bunter's BEEST chaliced on the blackboard, not countine the numerous 
occasions when hi s jaws are s t uck together with Pete r Todd 1 a toffee. 

His attempts to obtain le ave from clas s b7 forgetting his 
Latin Die . during the Geography le ss ons are lit t l e "Gems". 

Mr. Richard' a worlced hard to c re ate suspense in his travelling 
stories but with out effort gave his reader s the jitters when Quelch 
rustles into class and Cherry whlspers to Nugent 11Hen:ry seems 
waxy" and promptly rec eives a hundred lines , and when a foot ball 
match s eems jeopardiz ed by a gating. 'Mlen Skinner tremb l es for the 
cigar ettes in his study and the Bounder' s Spor ting Record. 11 may have 
been foun d . 

And what a relief when the fatu ous Owl 1 s footling a.bout 
settles the suspense, and solves th e mystery once a1d for ell. 

No bett er than all th e exotic trave l stories i s when Smithy or 
Wharton dues to pull the t igar ' 8 tail in th e class r oom. 

* * * * * 
WHY i/E LOVE OUH FOOLS By C. L . LEl'rBY 

Why is Bunter such a popular and sympathetic figure? Let us 
admit it - he is a born idiot, a prevaricator, a pilferer, a 
scared rabbit and a dozen unenviable thin gs besides. Why then this 
popularit y ? This feeling of sympathy? Is it because at heart we 
feel so rcy for him? 
-"·-~- ........ - ... - - - .. --- ... HHO•• •-H•---·---··--·" - -· -· .. - .. - ... - ... -H ... •O,•••••- •,O"•HOH00•"'" •- .. , ... - ....... _ ..... ., ......... ~ ... 
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This may sat i s fy at a superficia l gl ance, yet I be l ieve there 
is a much deeper explanation. For Bunter is a cha r acter li ke 
Chap l i n and Stan Laurel and many more funny men of the screen and 
stage . · 

t'le kn ow Chap li n will slope his rifle on his wrong shoulder 
and let the gun go off a t the worst possible moment. We know that 
Stan Laurel as a plumber wi l l bust that wat er - pipe. He could not 
possibly do anything else! Likewise we know that William George 
Bunter llf!suredly wi 11 constru.e his la tin lik e no man, woman or 
chi l d before . There i s only one ~ter . Like Chaplin and Laurel, 
Bunter would mske a ridic ulou s soldier . superiors may rave and 
roar at their sho rtc omings , but it avails nought. The sergeant, 
the head.master, nay , the l aw i t se l f , has no voice to transfonn and 
t ame these impossible members of society. 

Authority , tha t mighty Mogul, whicherliorts us to mend our 
l'i'ays, exclaims i n vain to such duffers. Its stem not e passes un ­
heeded. A donkey that can not or will not go when beat en, makes 
the beater l ook a fool. Likewise, our duffers make a fool of 
s t em authority. Chaplin will go on s l oping his rifle · wrong l y . 
Laurel will contin u e his career of bursting water pipe s and smash ­
ing windows and Bunter certain l y and positively wi l l proceed with 
his wonderful con strues to the utter diam~ of reasoned authority. 

Their inane unconscious inborn dufferdom takes our brea th 
away . Reason hath no place in their sche!!le of things. Logic 
faileth and authority (so lon g disliked in our secret selves) 
prevaileth not. 

Indeed, with such characters it bath no existence . That is 
why we love our f oo l s . 

!' * * * * 
MAG!ll'lr TITLES (cont ' d). •s• denotee substitute 
!lo, H94-,-'l'he - S-e-t-8nip<>P ;- llo ·.- l·l95 , Tbe-jjoy Wl:t1rout- a Ifll!lre-,--­
No. 1196 , Chunley fo r Short; No. 1197, The Mystery of the Paper 
Chase; No. 1198 Ta tt ers of th e Remove; No. 1199 Chivvying Chumley; 
No. 1200 The Voice of th e Tempter; No. 1201 The Amateur Rogue; 
No. 1202 A Rogue ' s Remors e ; No. 1203 A Kinsman • s Treache ry; 
No. 1204 The Champion Chwnp; No. 1205 A Schoolboy ' s Sacri fice . 
No. 1206 Billy Bunter's Bunk; No. 1207 The Man frooi the States; 
No. 1208 The Mystery of the !fill; No. 1209 Coker' s Holiday Captu r e; 

~~-':::!~9~...L~ ~ ~ ~~ -- ...u..rn:x 6- :m._ -~ 
HAVE YOU ORDERED YOUR COPY OF ''l'HE AN!nJAL"? 
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OLD BOYS' BOOK_CLUB 
LOIIJlON SECTION 

The next mooti ng of tho c lu b will tako place at 13, Raphae l 
Road, Hove, 3, Sunse x and the boat will be John Robyns {Robby). 
'!'ho dato will bo the 20th Sopt . , at 3. 30 p. m. 

Travel arrangements are in the hands of Len Packman and mem­
bers intending to travel are asked to be under the c l ock Br ighton 
Side of Victoria Stat i on not later t ban 9. 30 a. m. so as to 
facilitate the purchase of cheap party tickets . Vice President 
Herbert Leckenby hopes to be present and will those intending t o 
be preeent kindly notify 

UNCLE BEliJAJUN. 

* * * * * 
NORl'IIERN SECTION IIKl:l'IliG Ausust 15th 

Our chairman bei ng on ho li day I took over and my firs t du t y 
was a very pleasant one - to welcome a new member, Jack llunro . As 
I mention ed the duty was a particularly happy one for me as he ia 
of my generation, and he hadn't been in the room five minutes be ­
fore be, Harry Stab l es o.nd I wero deep in converse . 

Juat as we were about to start aec retar,y Norman Smith arrived 
back from bis holidays, brown as a berry . He got through his min ­
utes then Cercy read a batch of interesting letters and also t old 
UB that the bank balance IT&S £10 . 13. 5. 

Then we got down to the ' 20 Quest io ns Quiz ' put to us by 
Mersey s ide. Phew! You ought to have seen the wrinkled brows over 
such teas ers e.e "What St . Jio ' s character performed the 'hat-trick• 
in a Mo.gnet " · story? and "What Creyfriars ma.st er arrived in tramp I e 
attire? Oh Liverpool, how cou ld you? 

However, we were fortunate in having experts in every section 
at hand and after a break for refreshments in order to recover, the 
sea.led envelope wi th the anawers wan opened when we found we had 
n ot done at all badly . 

I bad the answers bylleraeyside to our queetions and if you 
turn to enotber page you will find that we boat tbe:n handsocely . 

The reading or '"!'he Boy Without a !lame" will be resumed at the 
Sept ember meeting , .. Saturday the 12th . ___ (cont ' d _page _274 ) ·· -- · 
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Bound Volumes, Red Cloth, Gold I Offered by \ 11 'M MARTIN 
Lettering down their spin es. 93, Hillside, VV, · I 
llap;nets, Gema, Populars, etc. I London, 11.li'.l. Tel: BLGar 3230 
The Gem, 595-620 r.3. 5. O. The Gem, 1090-1115 r.3. 5. o. 

" " 43-4 5 & 1-7 r.2. o. o. " " 771!,... 8o3 r.3. 5. o. 
21- 33 r.2. 2. o.1 " 995- 1020 r.3. 5. o. 
47- 58 t 2. O. 0 .

1 
The Popular, 1-38 £4.15 . o. 

86-98 t2. 2. O. 1912 TQl!1 llerry at Cl avering. 
" 778--803 r.3. 5. O. The Magnet, 1403-1428 r.3. 5. O. 
" 1161!,...119 3 t3. 5. o. " " 1377-140 2 t3 . 5. o. 
" 856-881 r.3. 5. o. 1038-1063 r.3. 5. o. 
" 1033-1063 t3 . 17. 6. 595-620 r.3. 5. o. 
" 1061!,...1088 [.3.17. 6. 621-642 t3. 5. o. 
" 1142-1167 r.3. 5. o. 517-568 r.6. 10. o. 
" 1164-1 219 r.6.17. 6. 

I 
" " 1220-124 5 £3. 5. O. Cash with order, postaga ertra . 

" 1118-1141 t3. 5. o. 8 page list of o . B. B'a, Magnets, 
" 1377-1402 £3. 5. o. Ge!lls, etc., and Victorian 

! i Thrillers. 6d. post free . 

WAHI'ED: Coll ect ore I Digest Annual, 1947, Collecto;~ ~···])ig~~t -·-····-· 
1- 34, 56. J . F. BELLFI ELD, 24 GRAIIIGER' S LANE, CRADLEY l!EilH, 
STAFFS. 

WJ,.'fl'ED1 Complet e yeare "Maenets" for year 1930. Good condition 
"ror'iirnding.. Must have complete "Cavendale Abbey0 series at end 
of th e yoar. Price for good set r.8 . O. O. B. AllAII, 28 DERWE!fr 
STREEll', NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 5 • 

.!!!!ru!J!• IIELSON LEEs. Third Large Serios, Nos. l, 6, 7, 14t 15 
~;--StJcoud ta, ge ~ertes - comv11rto-rmr1 --;-1 01-("tJ -otte"?""Ol!""J'" ----

122, 154 to 161. STRAND llAGAZINES for •ale. Vol umes Nos 3-16 
and !lo. 28 @ 7/6d each plus l/4d postage. Original publishers 
bindings, origin a l illustrat ed Doyle's Sherlock Holmes etc. 
JOHN GUIil!, Jnr., 110. 1 S!'RATFORD SQUARE, IIOTTIHGIWI. 

OFFERS: 44 llai,neto llarch 1917 to l!arch 1918. "Perfect condition . 
T°:BwR, 44 BRAYBROOKE RD. , NOl!l'BFIBLDS EST. , LEICESTBB. 

~~~~t"9~ 1
Tli~~e~ . ~~~~1~~~~ELD •.. _ ... ·· ···-·-··--
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AVAILi\l!LE: Puck 1905-1 912. Bove Re~ Vol . l (1919) . ld ~ 
No. 1 onward.. Aldine TiP:T cp Detective Hos. l - 24. Gre riars 
Herald from !lo. 1. Pds No. l omrard. New Fun from No. l 1912 ). 
ru;;-iorld Vols l - 22. Hobbies Vols l ~ndon Life from No. l 
(1927} . .!!.,;~9rth Maga~ ls. 1,2. Boys J ournal Vols 1,2. 
Children s !iovmcc.~c-r From llo. l (1919 ). British Boys Vols . l, 2 . 
Boy:. of '1-ile E.!~i!e (Coloured ) Vole . 1, 2 . Famous Crimes Ho. 1 
om1ard . ~ From No. 1. Skio per ditto. American s~ ience 
f!~ti o.!!. Fro,i 19 35. Railway Wonders of the World, complete . 
& g:1i=,ts , Gems, s.o .Ls, Populars, ~ Ii"riends, Union Jacks, etc . 
S. A. E. re quireme nt s pleaoo. &\TISFAO!'IO!I or CASli RE-J;Ulf:!l!':D. 
!lo order too small {nor too lar ge !). Exchanges? (Your choice). 
Offe r e of surplus books alw,cys appreciated. (Almost all kinds 
pre-1940 magazines wanted). T. LAllllE~, 347 Oert1'lde Rd., IIORWICR. 

Fellows I Here's a collector who can supp l y you w-i th almost an7-
thing you req uire. Here• s a se l ection . 

llostly in nice Jtlnt condition . 400 Coloured Covered Union Jacks 
1920- 33, all di'f:ferent, 110 Fink t!nicn J :i:>:s (frooi No. 1 tp last 
issue) , 10 Dou!>,!utristma'!_]f;:;~;;-Tp.;;;; y u. Jack (offer), 
240 Detective Wec ;:iios , (practically all mint ) ( complete run 1-1 20 
(mint 1/ - each} the"Teinain i ng 120 9d each ). 58 mint Tbrillero 
including llo. l 6d each. 210 Dixon Ba,.kc Libs . (scarce ) (offers 
please) (from 1919 - Dec 1941 including No. 1). !lo. l El!.!!!!l. 
l_~pular, others 1912-14, 40 ~ll se yos, from No. 1. 18 different 
!!,fD:r Nugge~J::!.~~-' ~ . .9:":.!!., 4}6d each (1907-8). 12 ~ 
1930-40, 12 Mint Yol':i.R B1it1.-i.ns , 1/ - each also No. l. Vecy early 
~ Boys Friend 1-:i.b.: , ,s c 4 - 4d i s sues. 50 Nelson Leas 19 19- 21, 
20 lat and 2nd so :l'ics S<>%t,,~ ol a.k:o Libs. D.lffalo Bill Novels. 
Varuruar:ds~ D_e.J;_e_c.ll.:a...llis ._ 2,2_1'.~ 'f (all different). Comic 
~. 10 Dixon Brott s (including llo. 1~ 14 Kint :&>pire Libs (all 
schoo l ) vory scarce, also 3 Rhodes St ori es . (off e r please). 4 
Spring Heel Jack Libs including No. 1, Combat llaj!s one Ald ine Dick 
Turpin . 12 Black Bess Libs. All kind s of bound novels, (naval, 
travel, aviation, old motor cars), ol d photog r aphy periodicals , 
etc. etc . Thousands of sc arce cigarette ca rds. EXCIIA..'i'GES CONSI IIEBED. 
PLEA.SB &rATB RE'!UIJUXEll'rS, S. A.E. RONALD ROUSE, 3 sr. LEONARDS 

;~~~~ -"~lll _L~!_.~~:1'1_!9~,_ NORFO~. ... • ••• - ... .• •. - - .. . ... . . 

HAVE YOU ORDERED YOUR COPY OF "THE Alll!UAL" ? 
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"Jlarked" abaentJ Horace and Stanley . Report to Mr. Quelch . 

l!ERJ3ERr LECKE!lllY, Northern Section Correspondent . 

* * * * * 
IIIDLAND SECTION 

llooting 1 Auzyet 17th. 

Wo had quite 11 crowded but very e njoyable progr81111llo for this 
evening. After welcoming a neY?' member, (M.rs. N.M. Weston), and a 
visitor from London, (lire . Tatton), we began the meeting with quite 
an amount of formal business which included referenc e s to throe 
l ottors and certain curront and forthcoming ovents . 

we then settled down to enjoy a chapter from "l!agnet 11 No. 1437 
read very nicely indeed by one of our oldest and keenest members, 
(Mrs. w. Brown) . Thie ch a pter came from the "Port e roliffe Hall" 
series and gave a splendid and moat amusing example of :Bunter ' e 
fatuous and funny fibs. On this occasion he is most anxious to 
get \fibley off the scene; but, s ad to say, peop l e just don ' t be­
lieve Bunter even when as a las t desperate resource he eta.tee that 
the Famous Five, Smithy and Kipps have a.11 been drowned . We much 
ap;,reoiated thi s l'<lading and d o hope that we shall be having an­
other ·one soon . 

After refreshments (and a raffle of a "Gussy" book), we fin­
ished the evening wit h an animated discussion on "Bunter v. Miss 
Blandis h". I had referred to that most awful book l ast month in 
my talk ae being the very anti thesis of g ood old Greyf'riars. llan,y 
int eresting point s were made on such questions as to v,hether or not 
Greyfriars is o ld fashioned or too fairy-like; and furt her does 
11s exy 11 literature ha:nn the mind, or again c an we have the old 
moralistic atmospher e in the modern mediums such as the cinem a and 
radio . 

I L we did not really settle af\..y of these questions ; at aey 
rate we v,ent home with memories of a very pleasant evening tha t 
went all too soo n. 

EDWARD DAVEY, Hon. Seo. 

* * * * * 
UERSEYSIDE SECTION August 7th . 

The meeting commenced at 7 p.m. , as there wa.s a lit t le extra 
business to be dea l t with. The attendance was ra t her smaller than 
usual, due to holidays, etc~, and Messrs. Wynese and Bartlett are 
both on t he sick l ist at the moment . lie sincerely h ope both wi ll 
" .......... , .... ~, ·-· ·- ........ ..,, .. __ ,o,_ , .. , .. ,_ ... _,.._ .. -·~ ....... - .......... ,.,,, .... ,,.,., __ ., .. _ .. _,.,M• ... H ...... ,_ .. , ..... . .. .. , .. ,, ... .. , .. , ,_ ........ , .. ,~ , .. -
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be fit in time for our nerl 0 get-t oget ber" . The formalities wore 
quickly conc lud ed, and th e chairman th en gave the committee ' s re­
port on th e dinner t o be held in Sept . The details ha ve been 
fixed , and, judging by tho bookings already placed , th ore should be 
a very impressive number pre se nt . Wo ar e look ing fo:xward to th e 
ev ont with pl oaoant ant icipat ion , and f ee l suro that our fi r s t 
ventur e in th i s direction will be most successful . He re ' s hopi ng , 
anyway _ ! 

Having fortifi ed oursel ves with refreshm e nts, we tb on tackl ed 
tho quiz submitted by our frie nds of tbe North e rn Sootion , and this 
certainly gave us a. lot t o think about I Some, but f ortu nat ely not 
all , of th e quoations were rea l 11huodingera", making us appre ciate 
hw litt l e , not how much, t70 know on th e subject of old boys ' book 
l ore . Howevor, we aro hoping th o res ult of our efforts will givo 
us a. "~ es" , at l east . If there are as many wrinkle d brows in 
Loods on Aug. 15th "" t her e wer o in Liverpool on Aug. 9 th, th en t he 
contest will b e well jus tif ied, and 1,0 should li ke to tho.nk our 
Leeds brethren f or a most ploe.sant hour • 

Tho l ibrary busines s havi ng boon dealt with , the meeting 
c lose d at 10 p .m. 

P. CASE. Seo . 

BL;JJ(/;JJV;J 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKIWI 

27 1 Archda l e Road 1 East Dulwich 1 London 1 S . • · 22. 
As it woul d appear on t he surface t hat this month ' s S. B .. 

Library b;y J ohn Bunter is in direct contradiction to t he facts as 
s t ated i n las t month I s Blakiana , I think I sho uld make it -9.ui t e 
cle ar that the infomatio n tberein is correct. I have made en­
quir ies from whic h I gath er that although, as Graham DaVies s ays, 
th e laat st ory writte n by llr . Hunt er is S.B .L . !lo. 279 , the A. 
Pres s have othermaterial b;y him 1n hand . Thus, 1t ma;y well be 
that we have not as yet had a ll t~hor • s s. Blake writings. 

I t will of course be apprecint ed that the chron o logica l 
s equen ce of li!r. Runt er • s worlcs are known only by him nnd his pub­
lisher s , but in fflll'.t eve r orde r tbs lotter m03 choose t o publish an 
author ' s WTitings the l as t S.B .L. WTitten by J ohn Hunt er is No. 279. 

This month we bav;-rii" e se cond l\nd c onc l uding part o rWalt or -- ·-------------
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Webb' s article. I am sure you will agree with me when I say 
'Thank you very much, Walter!' I may add t hat be has somethi ng 
el se 'up his s l eeve ' for Blakiana, and I am expecting to hear 
further f r om him on th o matt er very sho rtly. 

Next month we shall have the first of the th re e-pa rt article 
on G. R. Teed ' s THREE WSKE!'EERS, an article which cove rs all the 
activities of that murderous trio of crooks as recorded in both 
the Union Jack and Sexton Blake Libraries . 

JOSIE PAC!a!AN. 

* * * * 
SEXTON BLAKE ON SPEEDING CHARGE 

Sexton Blake came to Ll anelly today - to answer a summons at 
the justices' court . 

Blake, whose home addre ss was given as Llwynnei then, 
Fforestfach, was fined £.2 f or exceeding the s peed limit . 

Consta bl e 'Haydn Thomas said Blake told him, "I am usually 
very caref ul 11

• 

Announcing the fine, the chairman, Mr. H.D. Llewellyn, 
commented: "fie are sorry you have not kept a good rec ord li ke 
your namesak e 11

• 

The South Wales Evenin g Post. 
22 July 1953 . 

* * * * 
The B. B. C. should •J18age llr . Blak o fo r ''l'h o Names the Same " 

programme. - H. L. 

* * * 
SECO!ID SERIES versus THIRD 

by Gerry Allison 

***** 
How often people t e ll me that th o pr ese nt Sexton Blake yarns 

are only a fe ebl e shadow of the wonderful t al es of ye stor - yoar. 
"Ah!" they say, with a nostalg'ic sigh , "if only we could have 
books such as we road twenty, or thirt y , or forty years a.go". The 
number of years dep ending on th e ago of tho speaker. 

Well ; how true is this, exactly? Are we painting the past 
ros e-c ol oured because we were younge r then, or have the etoriee 
r eall y depreci ated in quality? 

....... _ .•. This .. month , .. the Ama l gamated ... Pre•• ... have __ j.lllbli shed ... No . .... 294 ... of .... 
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the 3rd Serton Blake Series; "Destination Unknown", by John Hunter . 
By an odd coincidence, I had just read No. 294 of t he secon d 
Series , title; "Dr. Duvene's Crime11, by Gil bert Chester, which wae 
publi shed in July 1931 - twenty - two years ago. I th ough t it would 
be i nteresting to compare these two stories, and try to find out 
if, in t ruth, we are rec eiving an i nferior art ic l e nowadays . 

Fortunate ly perh aps, both a re by 8lltbors of - sha ll we s~ -
average quality . It would be manifestly unfai r to co mpare a Teed 
story with one by, say , Hi l ary King; or, on the other hand , to 
ba l anc e an e:rciting, modern thrille r by Hugh Cleve l y , against one 
of the mor e pedestrian product io ns of th e past . Yes; t hey were 
not .!!! mast erp i eces, even when we were yoW18er aid l ess critical . 

But Gil bert Cheater and J ohn Hunte r are f airly well matched 
I think . Bot h are oxperien c<id write r s , and both have writte n a 
lot of Blake stun. I do not li ke generalisations , myaolf, but in 
this case , I think we can lot these two t alos -r eprese nt thoir 
respective Seri es . 

Both numbers, age.in, contain 64 pages. "Dr. D.J.vene'e Crime" 
baa the blurb; ' sensational narra tive of startling dete ctiv e 
adventure ', and cost 4d. "Destination Unknown" is a I th rilling 
detective nov el ', and the price is 8cl. Firs t b l ow to Ser ies 2 1 

.Each tale begins in an inte res ti ng ~, and s t rangely enough, 
both refe r to 111UBio in th e opening paragrap h. Chest er baa an 
ele ctri c gramaphone t hunde ri ng out the Valkyrie , whi lst Hunter 
describes t he ' pul se quicken in g word s and music of the llarse llaise 
as t hey came hot f rom the b rai n of Rouge t de Li sle ' . Neither book: 
was easy t o r ead, and i n neithe r case was Blake anything more t han 
'a peg on which to hang a stor.r', as Tom Hopperton onc e said. 

But a t leas t , the Second Series did give us some action. 
Good gor gon zola , what action I A eumma17 of it would fi ll Blakiana 
fOT---th:ts--mont-ir.--------T-ogtve you some t ai ~dea, here is whit happe ns 
between pages 34 and 38. 

Sonia llari t za and Derek Rhodes ar e being pursued by Chicago 
gangst e rs round th e mansion of Jasper Heron an English money mag­
nate . Sonia i s a foreign epy , and Derek: a jou rn alis t- advent ur er. 
To escap e , they leap out of an upper window. A magic lake appear s, 
and they swim across it. {Later on , when Bileen Bale c limbs down 
a rope of she et s from the same window, the lak e has disappe ared. 
Thero are flo wer-b eds and a grav el p11th be l w.!) 

However, Soni a and Dorek te ar madly t hrou gh t ho night wi t h 
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th e gangsters after them . Tho beying of bl ood-hounds makes them 
r e-d oub l e their speed! Suddenly th ey roach a road, e.nd just thon, 
a cn r fl eshos past th em, e.nd pulls up just ahead. Throe men jump 
out and desh th rough tho hedgo . 

The fugitives c0111Dandear tho car, e.nd drive off at top speed, 
only to find thems elves pursued by two cars. It is the Flying 
Squad, and to their horror they find that they be.ve e. corp se in 
the be.ck seat of their purloined ca r. 

The pn-sui t goes on. And on! A level c ro ss i ng looms up 11 

complete with goods train roaring past, e.nd blocking their path. 
The Flying Squad are barely a furlong behind, now! Nothing 
daunted, Derek drives his car al ongside the speeding train, 11bis 
t)'l'es bur st i ng like a barrage of guns". Ila and Sonie. leap on to 
t he train, and he.ul th emselves into a truck, breathless e.nd pant­
ing - and no wonder. "By Jove!" he said, "that was a wonderful 
jump of yours! 11 

They thought t hey were now safe. But no. The tr e.in plunges 
out of a tunnel, and C.RASIIES INTO ANOrI!ER ON THE SAKE LINE. 
"There was a crunchin g, rendin g noise ; like a blast of some mon­
strous bomb, and the freight wagons pil ed up on one another in a 
flailing dance of destruction" . 

And so on. 
Well, there was nothing boring about that I But I am afraid 

that "Destination Unknown" was just a yam,, frocn start to finish. 
There was the usual Hunter stuff; brutality, torture, and the . old 
complicated 'p l ot ' . You know what I mean without my seying any 
more. 

Blake and Tinker spent most of their time ei tber bound and 
gagge d, or lying unconscious. ( I don 't r ee.l l y blam e them, mind 
y ou) . Blake' a idea of feigning unconsci ousness, apparently for 
deys on end, was hard l y what one expe cts from the Baker Street 
wizard . It says; "th e gang fed Blake and gave bit! water to drink, 
f or he was naturally forced t o abandon his pretence of uncon ­
sciousness". But my own somnolence was no pret ence. 

Yes . I find I must admit that twenty - two years ago, you got 
a lot more value, for half the money , even if you bought tripe! 

The other S.B.L. this month, No. 293. "The Case of the 
IUa sing Nazi", i s by Walter Tyrer. Sorry, I haven't had timo to 
read it. 

* * * * * 
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Wl!Ell BLAKE RECOVERED THE CR0¥11! 

by WALTER WEBB 

PA!!l' TWO 

That the crown was somowhere on one of the roofs W!ls obviou c , 
so Blake got up on to the roof of tbe \lhi to To• er, the highest 
point in the fortress and looked down upon the ro ofs of the other 
to'O'Ors. Be caught a bri ef glimpse of Jarvis on the roof of tbe 
Bell Tower, but before Blake cou l d accuse him, Jarvis triumphantly 
infomed him that he had just discovered the stolen armour on the 
roof of tho Bell Tower . Again Blake's suspic i ons were lulled by 
t he servant's cunning , for i t nev or occured to tho detective that 
th e crown reposod inside the amour . Jarvis had several uneasy 
momonte when Tinker approached him and asked to i nspect the armour, 
and aroused the young sleuth's suspicions whe n ho rotuaod to allow 
tho latter to handl e it. Tinker mentally vowed to inspect the 
armour thor oughly at tho earliest opportunity, and it was from 
that moment th at Jarvis Is luck bog an to turn. 

Blake and Tinker the n held a counci l of war, in which it was 
decided that Blake should watch Potter, whilst Tinker devoted bis 
attentions to Jarvis . Dete:nnined t o inspect the once stolen suit 
of amour, Tinker l et himse lf int o the Keep with tbe aid of bis 
Yeoman1 s keys, and carrying his lantern, made hi s way to the pass­
age leading to the Chapel of St . John, it being necessary to pass 
thr ough tbe chapel to get to tbe banqueting chamber, which is the 
fil·st of the two rooms used as the annoury. Ae he was about to 
l eave the chapel a.nd enter the anooury, Tinker heard a footstep , 
which sent him scurrying behind a massi ve pillar. The newcomer 
was Potter, who '5i'&a obviously expecting t he arrival of Jarvie, for 
ho calle d out the latt er ' s name as he came foIVard . When Pott er 
passe d him on bis w~ to the chape l, having mistaken Tinker ' s foot ­
steps for those of his confederate's, the young detective noise­
lessly entered th e a:n:t1oury , and racing along the upper stairway, 
bid himself in th o chamber overhead. Tinker soon discov er ed the 
armour, in close proximity to which was tbe figure of a knight on 
horseback:. Struck by an idea, Tinker lifted the figure from tbe 
dWDDy horse, donned th e shirt of mail, and in next to no time was 
seated on the wooden horse, hie visor do~ and one hand resting on 
a long l ance, his lantern oxtinguished and out of sight • 
..• - ...... Pott ~r . returned to .. the ,.up.11.e r _cbamber, .. in _whicb . be .. bad _b~en ... .. .. 
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awaiting Jarvis ' • arrival, and it was not long before the latter 
entered, t o fi nd hi e confederate i n a very nerve l ess state . When 
Tinker saw Jarvis insert bis b11nd inside the breastplat e of t he 
stolen armwr and bring forth the stol on crown be al.moat betra,yod 
his hiding place I but his presence wa.a not to remain long un­
discovered, for Potter, peering nervou s ly about, discovered his 
lantorn, a ti ll wann, which prompted the preci ous pair to make a 
search of tho chamber. 

Tinker re aliaed that tho game waa up , and s lip;,ing froc the 
horse, armed himself with a battle-us. Potter retaliated by 
grabbing up a two-banded sword, and with J arvis taking up a mace, 
tho two villains prepared to do battle against th eir young adver ­
sary , (The use of the word "villain" 1B made deliberately, be ­
cause in those daye the use of the express i on 11crook 11 wa.e not 
observed in the pages of th e UNION JACK. Bad men were kno,•m as 
"villains", 11cowarde" , "scoundre l s", "rogues", 11dastarde 11

, in fact, 
by any uncanp l imentary name, e xcept that or "crooks" . ) 

In the flickering li ght of the l ante rn s, Jarvis and Potter 
charged Tinker, but their confidence was somewhat shattered when 
t heir youthfu l opponent, li ke one of the knights of olden times, 
retaliated wi t h ouch good effect that they were driven back in 
confus i on. The historic combat waa ended when Tinker smashed the 
lantol'tls, and , shedding hi s armour under cove r of the darkness, 
quitted the chamber . 

Blake, sti ll disguised as Sir William , paid a visit to the 
flat occupied by tho Potters, but found only Potter •e wife, Susan, 
in occupation . Asking Blslce to wait whilst she brought her husband 
to him, Susan Potter made a hurr i ed flight, and Blake, foiled in 
his p11rpose , went to see Doctor Temple, on ly to discover that t he 
real Sir William Fortescue, having hoodwinked the servants set t o 
look: after him, had left the house and was already on hie way to 
th e Tower of London. On l eavi ng the doctor ' s roeidenee , Blake was 
lucQ enough to see Susan Potter in a hansom, the woman having 
just left her husb and after warning him that the game was up . 
Potter had handed the crown to bis wife , but whatever plans she 
and her hueband had concocted in relation t o the diepcsing of the 
crown were brought t o nought, for Blake, beckoning a policeman, 
had the hansom stopped and the woman arrested. The detective then 
made his wa;y to the Tower , and accused Potter of haVing stolen the 
cro'll'n. At first , Potter's attitude was bombastic and cynical , but 
la~. ,.q.11.~-~.r~11g .!1~11~.11.~.~. irn;i;:~ .. !l.\!t;~.b ·_J1.r.Ql<\&OLlQ ... M •. ~!l~ .... i;:b,u• .. .Ill.&!\'.~ ........ . 
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produced the crown and told him of the a r reet of bis wife. Potte r 
was beate n, and realieiD8 i t , made a clean breast of the whole 
affair . Jarvis was sent for, and furious at hie confederate • e con ­
fess i on shot Potter dead from point-blank range . Nert inst ant, he 
turned the weapon to bis own head and pulled th e trigger. 

With the minimum of f'Uss, the crown was quickly rest ore d to 
its original place in the jewe l-room of the Tower after t he re ­
setting of the great Henry Vl ruby, and another memorabl e case f or 
Sexton Blake came to an end. 

* * * * * 
A DUIIOHD JUBILEE: In November, Sexton Blake will have been in 
action for 60 years . We understand the A,P. have no intention of 
marking the event i n any way. The C,D, wi ll endeavour to do so . 
Have you any ideas? 

!!ORE POllLICrrY f or 
FRANK RICJL.BDS and the O.B.B.C ' e. 

A few weeks 860 I received a l etter !ran Frank Richards saying 
ono which he had received woul d no doubt interest me and that be 
had hims elf answered it , referring the writer of it to me. The 
l et t er ce r tain l y interested me nnd I am suro it wi ll all tho mem­
bors, so hero it is s-

LrrERARY' DEBATING & DIALECT SOCIETIES OF ar. BRITAIN & IRELAND 
Sections 3 and 

Communications to the Compiler, Geoffrey !la.-,dley -Taylor, l' . R.S . L., 
Arts Theat re Club, 6-7 , Gre at Newport Street, London, w.c.2. 

5th August, 1953 . 
Dear Jlr,- B.iohacle --, 

In a recent article published in the RADIO TI!IES - I read t hat 
t here wer e "Bi lly Iw>.ter" Cl ubs i n exist ence . I would li ke to in­
clude details of these Clubs in Sectio n 5 of th e above handbook. 
In Section 3- 4 (to be published by Hinrichsen Edition Ltd., six 
weeks from this date) I havo centioned the ' dissolved 1 Greyfriars 
Cl ub at Portsmouth - but tbie was the only information I possessed 
at the t ime my MS. went to prees. I have givon .tho Clu b a cross ­
r efe rence under ":Bill y Bunt er " as well . 

All good ,nshes, Yours vary truly, GEORGE HANDLEY- TAYLOR. 



··- ···"····--"···-"'"""- ......... , .... ,.,_ ... ......... _.,,, ..... ( 262 ) ·'"'"'"""·"- "'-·· · ···-···· - ----· ·-·- - --· · 

Now there happe ns to bo an interesting link with llr. Handl ey­
Taylor. At one ti mo ho liv ed in York and when we put on that 
memorab l e Exhibitio n of lloys ' l!ooks in th e York PUblic Library it 
f oll owed an Erllibitio n by llr . Handloy -T aylo r. So I l ost no tim o 
in writing him giving him eomo inf ormation about th e Club s and 
nlso remind ing him about th ose Exhib itions. 

Horo i s llr. Hand ley-Tay l or 's rop ly :-

GEOFFREY HAllDLEY-TAYLOR, Arts Theat re Club, London , W.C.2 . 

14th Augu st , 1953. 
Dear Mr. Lecke nby, 

Our letters have crossed. I am d e lighted t o reeei ve your 
l e t ter and THE COLLECTOR' S DIGEST (August, 1953 ). After examin ing 
th e DIGEST I will pass it along to Paul North Rice of The !1010 York 
Pllblic Library - as they/he ma,y be interested in subscribing to 
t he publication. 

I well remember your Exhibition at York - one of the best -
and I well recollect tallci ng to the Referen ce Librarian (Mr. 
Bi ggins) about the in t e re st it had aroused . You had exc ellent 
pub l icity at the time and I vi si t ed. t he "pe nn y dreadfu l" part many 
ti mes. I t oured a Portuguese Exhibi t ion, a Ballet 8xhibiti on and 
seve r nl others - but I believe it was the Por tugu ese Col l ection 
which preceded yours. 

I can 't ge t a ll br anches of the OLD BOYS' l!OOK CLUll in to 
Section 3- 4 of my han db ook - a s a ll the space i s t aken up - but I 
am going t o try and squeeze i n a notice of THE COLLECTOR' S DIGEST 
- wit h very brief details - als o your address. This can be fitte d 
int o the Bi bliographica l part. Certainly I will oo able t o do 
more for you i n Sec ti ons 5-6 (next year) . Anyhow - I'll send you 
a review copy of Sections 3- 4 (shou l d be next month ) con taini ng 
the mention of y our Digest. 

All good wis hes - and I want you to know tha t I am deeply 
inter es ted in th e f i ne IVOrk of t he Old Boys' Book Cl ub. 

Yours very truly, 
GEORGE HAllDLEY-TAYLOR. 

* * * * 
Well that ' s all very gratifying and th e r e's more to follow . 

On the afternoon of August 14th I rece i ved a London 'phon e c a ll 
from a represen t ativ e of t he American "Time" magazinG. He aske d 
qui t e a lot of questions about t he Clu bs and t he Hamilt on papers . 
Ju st _bofo r o .. he rang off he .. ~aid ... t .hero ~ou ld ···b~ ~-something in ""~-·~--, ... 
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Friday ' s edition. Well that proved to be what 1B known as the 
'Atl antic Edition ' dated August 24th . It proved to be a review of the maestro ' s activities wr1 tten in that slick American style , and ran to a couple of columns . In addition thre e pictu .rea by LJ . llacdo n&ld from a llunter Boole. The7 gave the write-up the beading "Forever Bunt er" . 

Here's a typical extract on the •Magnet ' -
''lllaaionari.es read it in Malaya; traders took tbe Ognet along to J.ustr alia; aoldiero snatched 1 t up in thoir canteens in 

India. 11 

Of the O.B.B.C. it said -
"Tod&3 Bunte r' s immortality seems aeeured. He ie a constant t opic of conve r sat ion at London ' s Old Boye' Book Club, a societ y of 400 gr eying authors, schoolmasters , actors and civi.l servants who collect juvenilia and have as their motto ' Pu.er U:o.nebi t 1

. " 
Well, a ll that w1 thin a fe• days, not bad is 1t? llhi tber 

noxt? 

JVelso.rJ lee Col U!JJ.tJ ·-·- ·-·-·-. -·-· -' -. -----. -· -·-·-· -·-. -· -. -·-·-·-· - -· -. -·- ·- . - . -·-. -·-. - . -. 
All communications to ROBER!' BL't'l'l!E 

46 1 CARLErOll RD. 1 BOLLOI/AY I LOllDOll1 N.7 . 
A hearty welcom e to 8llother new-comer to our column , and Marcus geta a eood st art by having a clear field, I think you will agree from Marcus ' description that there could have been little padding in that once popular aeries of eight stories. 
Just before be starts let me make the old appeal ' ll ors artic l es pl ea.se '. Thero 's only a. couple in hand. 

THE T!IEASURE OF EL SAPl!A (o.s. lloa. 213 - 220) 
By Marcus J obnson 

"** With the coming of sU111Der I expect many read ers thoughts have turn ed to pla ns for t boir bolidll,l's , and this recalls that some of t ho very bost of B.S. B1 a etori os wore those written about a.dvon­turo s during tho sumcer vac ation . One ser ies, tho second of i ta kind, was writt en in 1919; and I romombor , as n schoolboy tbon, i,bnt a thrill I b:,d r oading it . I bavo ainc o then always aasoo­i ntod th o Sa.rgo.sso so o. with tho advonturos I road ov or thirty yo e.rs 



ngo and roading thom "gain quito recontl,Y I found them just ae 
onjoynbl o . 

The aeries opons with Jack Grey inviting some ot the Remove 
and seniors or St. Fran.k's to accompany him on a trip to Horth 
Africa in bis father' a steam yacht "Wanderer" where a party is to 
seek for treasure buried in an oasis in the desert. Lord Dorri­
more and Helson Lee were, ot course, inoluded1 a.a were a number 
of lady guests tho aistera of four of the fellOlfs invi ted . 

By tho interve ntio n of Band.forth , fulwood & Co. are foiled in 
an endeavour t o wangle an invitation from Sir Crawford Grey, and 
in revenge Ful wood sends Handy a telegram saying that his mother 
is 111. Handy naturally goos to hie home in London only to dis­
cover that th o tel e grao ia a felce. Be makes a wild daah to 
Caiatowe in the family car and then in his haste to reach the 
yacht both he and the bicycle he is riding go over the cli ff int o 
the sea, but be is fortunately picked up by t he yneht 1 a motor 
piMace. 

Meanwhile, a cho.nce meeting in London between two seamen 
Simon Grell and Jack Starlcoy 1 who know about the yacht's trip to 
Africa and the hunt for tr eas ure, and o. Captain Nixon of the steo.m­
ship Collindnle also due for Horth Africa, letlds to a conspiracy 
in which plans are made to ambush and steal th o trea.sure from Sir 
Crawfo rd Grey ' s party. On tho trip to the llorth Afr ican port of 
Agnbat, Captai n llixon discovers th nt Simon Crell regrets his bal'­
gni n and intends to trick him. A quarrel t akeo place on deck and 
Grell is knocked overbOllrd but is piclced up l a ter b,1 the yacht 
which is steaming on the same course . When Simon Grell recovers 
from his cxh®otion he tells Sir Cr:,wfo rd an! Nelson Lee nbout th e 
plot :ind they are put on their guard c.gainst Capta1n Nixon . 

On arrival at Agabat, Umlosi the Kutana ch .ief , joins the 
party. Be baa made preparations for the tri p into the bush and 
acros-s- the-i!eH'T"t to th e oiiis . In addition t o the expodi tion by 
l and, an aeroplane which bas been stowed on board the yacht is 
aBSembled, and Nelson Lee, Lord Dorrimore and Nipper make the 
journey to El Saf ra by ai r. 

The land party consists of Simon Cral l, Umlosi , a number ot 
junio rs and seni ors end is lod by Dr. Brett. Handforth is kid­
napped by natives in the pay of llixon who no\'7 learns of tbe plans 
of the party. Umloei tracks Hand,y to the hut in which he is held 
captive and rescues him and they hide in a tre eto p to avoid re­
~~pt~re . _ Nixo n . l aunches a ~.sudden. attack on .. Dr . ... :Brett,' s .... ~rt1 ... and ~-
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captures the m. Hanc!J' and Umlosi are spot ted in a clearing by the 
aeroplane and picked up and the party is rescued from the blacks 
when the pl ane appears over the camp, the natives fleeing in te:xror. 
The party then pushe s on through the bush to t he desert •here 
camels are waiting to tok e them on the first part of th ei r journey 
to the oasis of Zambi. 

Nixon and Sta rlcey disguised as arabs follow them to Zambi and 
during the night Nixon tampers with the con t rol s of the aeroplane 
hoping to make it crash. Nelson Lee is not caught by thi s ruse 
and the aeroplane reaches El Sa:fra in safety and the y discover the 
tr easure consisting of diamonds, emeralds and rubie s . The land 
party, now on their wa:, to El Safra, are struck by a simoom durin g 
which Nicodemus Trotwood vanishes ::nd i s believ ed buried during 
tho sandstorm . Be is however picked up by the aeroplane, which 
has returned from El Safra, after wandering about almo st exhausted. 
After taking off again the plane is blown out of its course and 
over the bush by a roaring ga le and on landing t o discover their 
l oca tion they are captured by cannibals. 

Dr. :Brett's party reach El Safra without fUrther mishap and 
find Nelson Lee's message saying that the treasure has been found . 
The party are attacked during the night by Captain Nixon and t wo 
dozen cut - throats but a timely warning from Jake Starkey, wbo re­
vo lt s against murder, and the attac k is beaten off . Nixon flees, 
knowing th at St arkey has betrayed him, almos t mad with lust f or 
revong e. 

Meanwhile Nelson Lee, Dorri e , Nipper and Trotwood are being 
kept prisoners and they are to be offe r ad as sacr ifi ces after a 
night I s orgy . Only a trick with petrol by Nelson Lee and the ven­
triloquist powers of Trotwood averts this. Later they manage to 
escape undetected from the hut where they are imprisoned and cross 
the nearby river by the br idge to tho aeroplane, which is unguarded , 
on the oth e r s i do. By using some of the spare petrol, whi ch is 
allowed to flow from one of tho tank s dol'IIl t ho ba."lk and in to tho 
\Tater, th oy are able to fire the potrol floatin g on the wator and 
so gain time to make their escape in the plane. 

The party headed by Dr. Br ott retrace their st ops from El 
Safra and reach t he yac ht at Agabat with out furth e r trouble. Tho 
disappearanc o of Trot wood and th e non-arrival of tho aoroplano 
causes much grief and sorrow at wbat is assumod to be tho l oss of 
f'our valuable li voe . 
~ring __ !._ho ... ni5ht .1 .... while . t ho .. docks . ar o ... dee ortod ! ... captain .. Nixon .. who .... 



·······-·--· .................. _ .. ____ ........................ _, ............................. ( 286) ·- ·--·-·------··---- ----·-·--·--· ··---···----------·---·-----·····--·· 

is bont on rovengo, swims to the yacht and disappears below . 
The next day the yacht prepares for home, abandoning the 

origina l plan of visiting l!adeira and the Azor s , but just before 
the time for sai l ing the lost aeroplane appears and amidst great 
rejoicing the missing members are wel comed back. 

On the following day the aeroplane is shipped on board and the 
yac ht steams away a few hours l ater, After two days at sea the 
weather changes with heavy seas and a gale blowing , Soon th e ship 
is in t he track of o violen t tropical atom, At the height of t he 
storm Nixon appea rs from below, v!here he has been hiding, and 
:,.ttacks the first officer who i s on the bridge at the whee l, He 
knocks him unconscious with an iron bar end dons his oilskins and 
al t ers course for a small rocky is l o.nd to the northuest. On r ea ch­
ing the islond the ship is swept t hr ough a narrow gully and strikes 
the rock s and wedges fi nn. Nixon di vea overboard and reaches the 
ab.ore and disa ppe ars . The ship by a mira cle does not suffer very 
much damage , although wi tbout assistance from tugs or othe r vessels 
it cannot get fr ee, but the passengers and crew are abl e to r emain 
on board. The delicate wireless transmitt er is however useless. 

Nelson Lee and the boys go exploring the is l and, which is 
na::ied Castaway Island, and Handforth & Co. take candles and go ex­
loring some tunnel s leading from a cavern and are l ost underground . 
A.ft er several hours they hav e to give up and soon after are cap­
tured by Nixon and four men in rags and tatters, cast aways , whom 
Nixon hae pers uaded to support him. 

Later, a search - party led by Nelson Lee come upon !Uxon and 
his fol l owers and they too are overpowered . All tho prisoners are 
now forc ed to march into a tunn el and ono by one they disa ppear 
through a hole i n th o floor into a scall unde rground pool , They 
escap e from tho pool through o seaweed - choked covi ty into en out or 

c!iVoNfct"a:re-a'lr l <rto-8'7im-to--nn"l)entng--and-s o- g,,;;n----t-he-roclcy-be!lch.-
llleanwhil e Nixon is not idle, he signa l s to th o yacht Md 

displays th o white flag and Dr, Brott and tho Captain of tho yacht 
go as hor e , Nixon tells Dr. Brott that Nelson Loo, Dorrie, !!ippor 
and fivo junio r s havo walked int o n tr ap and nr o being hold pris ­
oner and he demands thr ee boatloads of food in exchange for tho 
r oloo.ao of the prison e rs . This is refu sed as being moroly tho 
first of many further demands without a guarant ee that ho will 
keep bis word. Unfortunately for Nixon, whil o threatening to do 
bi s uorst, Nelson Lee and the othe rs :ir o seen climbing ove r tho 

1:.~:.~_!, .. :.~.--!•~•~·-•~•~~•~•~•:.~ .. ,.:~ .... ~~!.~~••••:~.~~,! .. , ~~'~:.~:::~:-~~~'~'~"••~~••••~~••••~-~!..?..~, .. , 



..... ,.·- ·····-.. ·-··· -········.,······-· "·- ·· ·---- · ( 287 )·····""'"""""'"""'"' ____ ,,,,,,,.,, • .,., •• ,.,.,, •• _. __ ,_ 
The island is situated aW83' from the shipping routes, so 

l ol eon Lee cons t:ru.cts a raft upon which t o assmblo tho aeroplane 
and for which floats are made to convert it into a seaplane. A:tter 
a tri a l run with llr. Clivo th o fir st officor as navigator they sot 
out to get help. 

llandforth fall s i n love rl th Violet Watson, ono of the fo u r · 
girls in t he part;>-, and Reggie Pitt, dresood in one of her dreoeeo 
and appr opri at e made up, sits out a.lone under tho awning at dusk 
and leads Handy on wbil o th e juniors li sten on th o other side of 
the awni ng . ( this is a real scream). 

Nixon bas not beon seen for seve r al daJ'S, but when Violet 
Watson goos as hor o to t end to a maimed seagull, eho is ki dna pped by 
him and carried in to th e tu.nnels. Dorrie at te mpts to rescue her 
but is driven back by rev olver ebots. Nipp er dresses as a girl and 
cruises about i n a canoe whi ch dr ifts ashore when he loses a paalla. 
Be is seized by Nixon and his men and taken into the cave 'frb.ere 
Violet Watson is held captive. In the ensuing fight Nipper shoot s 
Nixon thr ough the arm with a r evo lver a.nd the two captives manage 
to es oapt to the boat awaiting them on the shore. 

Nel son Lee retu rns and withi n a few hours a lin er and stoamer 
arrives and the yacht is towed cloa r of th e ro cks in which she ie 
jammed and is soon made sea-v,orthy again. · 

A l a rge party, a ll tully armed and l ed by Nelson Lee, now go 
ashore . The castav,a,ye soon surrender ,· but only after a fight and a 
chase th rough tho tllJl?lola is Nixon captu r ed and put in irons on 
board the li ner to bo tak en to England. The seaplane i s st owed 
awa,y on boa:rd again and t hey start off on the homeward trip. 

On the aecond day at sea the yacht runs into a storm , the pro­
peller-shaft snaps and a ll throughout the fo llowing night the ship 
is driven further and fu rth er out of her course and into the Gulf­
weed . The yacht dri fto deeper and deeper int o the Sargasso sea, 
through a channel which is fo roed open as it progresses and · then 
close s behind 1 t, until towards evening the yacht ceases to move. 

There are a number of derelicts to be seen a.nd Hand.forth de­
c ide s t o e:a:plore a Portugu ese hulk ee ver&l hundred yards awa;y. 
l!andy and hie chums manage to get on board the ship and be c limbs 
a mast to get a bette r vi8". From this vanta ge point he sees two 
or three figures moving on one of , tho wrecks 1.n the distance . The 
mast collapses in hie excitement and Handforth crashes to the deck . 
On returning to the yacht be persist. in hie stor,y but no one be­
lieves him thinking it t o be but an invention of his f ertile 
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imagination . 

The nerl dq .&6n• Chriotine 1a knitt:l:ng on declc in the etem 
of the yacht when oho ia euddanq grl pped "by a hu89 tentacle pro­
jected over the rai l and only the "brain-ue ot Dorrie, who f'iree 
a rocket at poiut blank ran~ at the monster' 11 body, savea her and 
those who go to her rescue from the graep of the sea.-monete:r . 

After darlc that evenil'lg, Welson Lea, Lord Dorrimore, and the 
juniors notice a flickering light which appears to come tree the 
doralict liner upon which Randy had said he had seen tiguree. 
Seve ral rockets are eent U!> and oho rt ly athn.ard.s ans,roring rook - I / 
eta are seen to riee from a opot tulq t•o mileo distant. 0"1ng 

1 
to the per1 la of oroaaing the weed during darknoee nothing can be 
dona until dey"break and it ia not lol:18 after dnn that a group of 
twont7 men are aoen slowly- malting their •9¥ aoroau the weed to the 
yacht. Thoy are taken aboard and are found to be the crew ot a 
!ri tiah ehip carrying a large cargo of food which baa "been tor-
pedoed in the Atlantic "by tho Oema.na ovur eighteen months earlier. 

The repaira to tbe propeller-abaft ie oomploted and with ateam 
up the Wanderer gradually moves forward. Hour after hour the ship 
ateame slowly throush the weod and atter aeveral dqa the open oft• 
1a reachod and the )'8,Cht eecapes fran the olutohea of the sea of 
doom and oommenoea her hom8"al:d trip . 

The trip home ia une ventful and eo another eerie• ende with the 
_juniors rstuming to st . Frank's for the ne,r tem, 

Llll'T!IR llOX 

Dear Herbert Leclcen"by, Ausust 15th.1953 
llany thanks for your letter and the C.D. I am glad to hear that 

you have received copies of the annuals, and think them "jolly 
good". 

'f'ha a.». anotvai •e~ elle-41¥ 1fttl" I bed written 1'C81 about Yr 
Handloy-Tqlor . J. Te1"7 good number, aa uaual . I like 0e!T7 
.lllison I a review of the lateet llunter book very much indeed. And I 
like very mch John Sha' e review of the TV. pley. In fact thie 
ieaue ie ve1"7 likoa"blo in many we;,a . I mq perhape be pe:rmithd to 
e:,;pl ain to young .lnthon,Y that lengthening a etor,- does not neoeee-
1tate padclil:18, •hioh our young friend aeema to take for granted. J. 
long eto1"7 is a lol:18 a tor,-, not a abort otory podded out. I have 
in m,y "ti.me written a stor,- u long as twelve of the longeet llaADete 
added together, - a aerial, - but tho oditor1al oye did not 4--ieot 
a single e,-lla"ble of "ptlcldil'lg" 1 neither did tho eye · of tho reader • 
.A.a for the "d!{ o~ achool ston.ea" boing over, when that ead time 
C""'f!th'if~ •• 0n~~ 1Mtm~.~Y.t.. __ Jl'J!.lll: IUCIWIDS, ______ _ _ 
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