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OCTOBER, 1953 
Editor, Misce llan eous Section, 

Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchange, 
c/o Centra l Registry, North ern Command1 York. 

A YORKSllIREMAN I!I LONDO!I: As I mentioned last month, Father Time 
has it that I become an " old man" n ex.t yea.r . Methinks there must 
be something wrong obout his reckoning . Hor e ' s a typical day du~ 
my l atest tour of London Town - From South London to meet Jimmy 
Stewar t Hunter at Liverpoo l St r eet (for the second time) at 
11.3 0 a.m . , on to the Ministry of CiVil AViation, fourth floor to 
se e Arthur Richard s on in t he afternoon, then out to Surbiton for 
an evening with Eric Fayne . In betwe en ca lls , wal!dng e:.l ong miles 
of London's pavements, Fleet St r eet, Strand , Piccadilly, etc. etc. 
Home round abou t midnight. 

From the very moment I s!)Otted the tall figure of the ever­
faithful Len a.t King 's Cross on my arrival, to the time we said 
farewel l at the same place, it was just like that. Retir e on the 
grounds of old age I It' e daft 11 

Back home I'm faced with the same old pro blem as in five 
earlier years - how in tbe space availabl e to give an adequate 
accowit of my holiday and to express my sincere heartfelt thanks to 
all those who once more , gave me such a wonderf ul time. 

Always outstanding, of course, ie the Brighton meeting where 
at Robby's hospit able home one moats so many old friends. This 
year there seemed to be more than ever, though I v,as sorry Nort on 
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Prico and k?'s. Pric e could not m.:lke tbe journey . Earl i er in the 
day, some of us had been along to Bill J ardine ' e at the other sido 
of Bri ghton, t o lunch . The gene rosity, thoughtfu l ness and kind ­
ness of people l i ke "Robby 11 , Bi l l ,Jardi ne and their wi ves, a l ways 
astounds me, They , especially the ladies, ClUst have been working 
for days in preparat i on f or the occas i on. Veri ly the form i ng of 
the London O.B.B. C. and all it has l ed to is r eal romance and a 
story of nob l e deed s . 

Then the re's that gre at fello w, Hany Homer. Bac k fo r a sh ort 
while from Spain one of th e f irst things be sees to is that there 
are sea t s for m.<:t and Ben f:hite r on the front row of the Ar senal 
stand . A grand gesture you know. Later, r efreshment wi tb him in 
the r egions where on l y the elite of Highbury are to be found . There 
Herry to l d me of th e p r ogress ma de with tb e Bl ak i a na seotion of t he 
Annual. 

One otha- happy event was a half - hour 1 s l unch t i me c hat nee.r 
Flee t St r eet ,.ri th Geor ge ?.!ell, whom I was meeting fo r the first 
time . Along wi t h Len more cha t a.bout t he Annual . 

Then once mor e meeting Roger Jenkins at Marble Arch , teo. o.t 
t he Corn er House t hen our usual st r ol l t hrough Hyde Park, Gree n 
Park, i:'hi toh a.11 - Roger says he does mor e walkin g on t his occ.ision 
tkn MY other day in the yea r . Bef ore I lo ft him he had promised 
two ar t i cles fo r the annual . Oh yes, it was a busman I s holiday 
all righ t I 

Othe r annual re nd ezvous - Eric Landy at Li verpoo l Street , 
Charles Vennimore by Cleopatra ' s Nee dle; the usual pl easant even ­
ing at Bob Blythe ' s; happy meetin i;s with Bob, Eileen and Ben at 
11Cher ry Place 11

, }food Green; lon g l ooked forward t o chats v:i th John 
Shav, at Camberwell and an hour or t wo gazing i n ·,:onderment at Bil l 
Mart in ' s marve l lous co l lection . 

Out t o fami l ia r Greenwich to be welcomed by dear friends o 1 

mine, Charlie and Ol ive lir igbt , se cond to none wbere maki ng a fell.cw 
feel a.t home i s concerned, as tlany bes ide myself can testify. 
Fi nale there ,,·hen Charli e invited me t o l unch a t t he Seam.'Ul I s 
Hoapit nl . 

Las t, bu t by no means least , Len f ir st t o greet me, l as t to 
say 1a.u rev oir 1

, in betf"leen acting es euide and wi t h Josie look.in c 
after my coc fort at Ar chdale Road 

Ju st one note of r egret, the !'e ?tas no meeti ng with Tom Strype 
by Kemsley House, Grays I nn Road. l1hr ee lette r s to him failed to 
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br ing a r oply , Tbat waa so unusual for Tom th at I cou l d not bolp 
fooli ng pe rt urbed, an d pray tb at no harm hae befallen him . 

Apart from tha t d isappointment eve r ything went according to 
pl3n, each appointment being kept dead on time , And it I s someth ing 
of an achievement to have squeezed all that happened to me i nt o so 
small a space . 

The fUture is i n the l ap of the Sod•, bu t I ' m keeping my fin ­
GCrs cr oseed and, as I said at Brighton , unless something beyond c,y 
power i ntervenes, l ' 11 get to London Town again ne.J:t year , even if 
I I ve got t o wall, , 

Post sc ript: J okingly, it would appear th at Fleet Stree t knew 
I had gone to Town, for <1h1lst I waa there two papers featured 
articles &pperta.ining to our circle. 

The "Evening News" baa a ' strip ' ca ll od 11Peter Jackson ' s 
London", something on the lines of Rip ley ' a frmous "Beli eve It or 
!lot" , •/e ll, on Sep t , 16th the greater part of it was devoted to 
Bill ~artin , that personality all of you know but few have see n. 
It dealt with bis wonderfUl colloc~ i o n , As soo n aa I sa\7 it, it 
struck me it would be a g reat id oa if it could be r eproduced on our 
cove r, The moment I got back I paid a v isit t o our duplicating 
age:,c y, with the resu lt th at we shall have it next month . 

The e!cetcb hard ly doe s Bill jus tice, f o r be i e rather more 
cbeerfUl look in g th an th e a rti st hae made him (d id not Noel Wbi t ­
combe once ca ll him the "jovia l milkman"?) ho is not quite so th i n 
on top and bas a benltby compl exion , However , it wi l l give all bi s 
customers al l over t he world ~ho Oi\l'l have no hopes of seei ng him in 
tbs flesh , sane idea of what ho is like , 

' . .'hen I called on him two days after the article appeared he 
showed me a basket contain ing a couple of hundred letters or more 
which had already reached him as a result , and the phone was con ­
tinua ll y ringi ng. He bas bad o lot more since; another illuminat ­
ing examp l e of tho amazi ng interest th er e is in t he old papers . 

lli ll is des perate ly trying to cope with bis terrific mail and 
aake me to offer hie apologies shou ld there be delay in r eplying to 
anyone , I have a fo llo r: f oe ling for him fo r my holiday bas put me 
in arrears with my mail too. 

The other art i c l e appea red in the "Dai ly Sketch " on Sep t ember 
24th , under 11 heading you c oul d seo yards away "The ainter Fans 
t"1<o a Pee p at Pe:,r l" . It told of those delightful Pearl 1,bito 
"Ex9 loita of El:iine 11a.nd Perile of Pauli no" f ilm s John Robyns puts 
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on at the Brighton meetings and which some of us had s een a few 
days before. Unfortunate l 1 th ere were a few of the usual erro r s. 
They called "Robby" Bobyne and missed the "r" of Bob rihi ter • e name. 
It W88 also s ta t ed that the O.B.B.C. owned some of t he films1 that 
of course isn't true, for they are Robby's own priceless property . 

Bob f!hiter had written the " Sketch" some tiJ:>e befo re the meet ­
ing. His writing is perfectly c le ar so the orrors should not have 
arisen. Still it was another interesting page added to our as­
tonishing stor1. 

One more word. My grateful than.1<s to tbs score or more 
fellows who sent me cuttings of these two events. 

* * * * * 
THE Tilli! IS DBAWING !IEAR1 Onl1 a littl e over two months to go and 
the Annual will be on its way, and take it f rom me it ' s going t o 
please you. Yes, I know I've said it before, and I'm making no 
apologise for saying it again. Since I last ment io ned it I have 
seen some of the articles in type, and, honestly they look a treat . 
Not only that, but you are going to get more for you r money for I 
found that on a full page there will be about 150 words more than 
in pr evious years. In a ll I estimate we shall have at least 
1001000 words, far more t han the length of th e average present day 
novel. The titling of the articles will l ook more attractive th an 
ever before , and when I was at Wood Green I saw evidence that Bob 
Wbi ter was going to make a fine j ob of the cover. 

It l!r. Gore-Browne bae bis way there won't be a camna out of 
place, and altogether I am confiden t it is going to be the most 
superb job ever done by the duplicator method. 

Orders etill come in encouragingly, but there are still a num­
ber of re gulars who have not yet sent along . I feel oonfident I can 
rel.¥ - on thom, but it would l!oke thi ·ngs - easi er ti' they l!!l!l1·e sure;--ind 
let me have their questionnaires . I'm going to have few spare 
moments in the nei:t two months , so may I request that you make my 
task as eae7 es possible. Toure sincerely, 

HERBEI!l' LECKE!lllY. 

P. s. The cover picture thia month would have been more appropriate 
in November, but as th e one dealing with Bi 11 Jlartin oannot be 
read,y for this issue, we had to make a 8"i tch. 

BAVE YOU ORDEBED YOUR COPY OF THE illiU.U.? 
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HAMILTONIAN A 
Compiled by HERBElll' LECJCE!IBY 

*** 
THE SCHOOL CAP, I had a very intere st in g letter f'ram F . Victor 
Giles r ecently in which be t old me t hat llasil Storey used to edit a 
paper called "Speedway Gazette" and that he has been f'or some ye=s 
the speedway correspondent of the "Daily Express", a point which 
had escaped me . llr. Giles says that judging by photographs llaeil 
Sto rey will be in hie thirties. Thia, of course, kills the theory 
that be might be G.R. Samwaye. Ur . Giles , boweve r,cl early recollects 
that Mr. Storey once admitted that when a boy he was a dev otee of 
Frank Richardo ( be said eomething similar in a l etter to llen 
Wbi ter) and drew direct inspiration from the Greyf'riare stories. 

Frankly, in hie Rockcliffe stories be bas not succeeded in 
getting the master t ouch, nevertheless the paper seems to be making 
a brav e eff'ort to keep goin g and 1t ie a pity it has not had more 
publicity. 

* * * * 
All readers wi ll be s orry to hear that Mr. c.e. Chapnan met 

with an accident a week or two ago. Bo waa knocked off his bicycle 
by a ca r . On being taken to hospital it was found be waa auf'fering 
f'rom a br oken finger and three cracked ri be. Be was able to return 
home after a few days. 

llr. Chapnan 1 s accident prevented him going to the lli mingham 
meeting, which was held th e following weekend. It would seem be ie 
fated to mies that event a.gain. 

I am sure all will wish him a speedy return to boalth. 

* * * * * 
TRI:BUrE FROI! A STA.Iii Said "I'. V. Mirror" Sopt. 19th, under beading 
"Musical Gem" - l31lly l3untor fan ie Arthur Askey . " llhon I v,as a 
kid"he say;;; "I ueed to do my piano practice with a copy of Tho 
Magnet or Gem on the music stand while I '188 playing "The Rustle of 
Spring " ." So Arthur fil l earn the piano • •••• 
(Thanks to John Geal for cutting.) 

* * * • * 
YOU FI1ID Tlllll EVERTIIIIERE, On the first d83' of my stay i n London, 
at the requeat of my wife I wont out to liimb~~ - to try and find 
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her brother who had settled t here somo time 860• I succeeded and 
over t ea began to explain why I had come t o London, and my 
interest i n the collecting of boys' weeklios. Before I had men­
ti oned any names the brother• s wife exolaimod "Oh when I waa a girl 
I used to re ad the "Magnet", I revelled in the sto rie s of Harry 
Wharton and could hardly wait for publishing d8o', I remember Bob 
Cherry, J ohnny Dull, Coker , tbs Bounder Vernon Smith. When I wae a 
girl of ten, and I don I t mind admitting that wae before the First 
War, I was really in l ove with Harry lib art on, 

Fr001 then on I aas ure you that we had a very in teresting con­
versation, 

And >1hen Bob and Eileen I/hi ter vtere in a hotel in Bruss ells 
whilst on holiday, Bob happened to mention the llagnet (nothing 
unusual for Bob that) and a gentleman nea r by overheard him, Said 
he "Did I hear the good old llagnet mentioned?" Followed an hour 
of r ea l nostal gia, Marvellous, isn I t it? 

* * * • • 
THOSE NAMES, Dr. lUlso n of Glaegow tells me that on his r ounds one 
day he noticed that th e name plats on the door next to one of his 
patients bore tho inscription "llr, A, D' Arey" and a 11 ttle later on 
another neighbour's read ''llr. S. Singh", 

And what do you think to this one? Bob Blythe inf ormed me 
that near his home there's a big block of flats divided into 
"Housee". Three of thees adja cent to each othe r are called 
"Quelch Bouse", ttLeo House11 and 11Blake llouae". Yes, honestly i t's 
a fact, Blake and Lee are fairly common names , of course, but tbs 
Quelch touch makes it a real co i ncidence well worth recording. 

* * * * * 
BI-LLY- BU'llPBR-HORRI~-rn,h _e_Sun __ d_a_y- "O~b-s_e_r_v-er" there appear-
ed rece ntly (thanks Peter Tla lk er for cutting) a l etter from a 
Balham correspondent who was distressed by the l ow morals of Billy 
Bunter by way of T, V, Said he1-

"A matter which seems to ms deplorable is the very low standard 
of mor al behaviour exhibited in most of T. V. Chil dren 's Hour plays. 
A oot inconeid erable amount of my rlfe ' s and my own time ie epent 
in te aching our eon t o behave and conduct hims elf properly, to 
speak cl ear ly and precise l y, to have good t1'ble manners, not to 
touch articles that do not belong to him, to r espect grown up 

..................... _ ... ____ ................................... _ .. _ ... __ ,.. ... ____ .... _,,,,,~, ..... _ .. _._ ... , ...................... .. 



people , and in no circumstances to shout at others or call them 
names such as "beast", 11pig 11 and so on. Imagine, then, my horr or 
when I watch such plays as "The Deys of Billy Bunter" and "Desert 
Adventure''. 

In the first of these, the atrocious behaviour and speech of the 
main character is the chief content of the pl ays and is so pre­
sen t ed that we are i nvi t ed to l augh at him. 11 

After some comments on Desert Adventure the di stres se d 
correspond ent conc l uded: -

"Sure ly , sir, plays presented for childre n' s vi o,li ng sho uld set a 
high standard of moral behaviour. To put it in s implo terms, 
right should be re'7arded and praised, and wrong duly punished." 

Wel l, well , after a ll the se years we eurely are not going to 
soe a headli ne "Billy Bunt or the Bad Boy Banned " . I wonder if the 
corresponden t has ever taken his son to a pan',omime, I should 
advise him not to - he might have to make a hurri ed exit uhen the 
scho olr oom scene comes on, with Idl e J ack cheeking Dame Trot . 

But perhaps l>e can reassu r e him. We can tell him that Grey ­
friars is not a "do a.a you like" schoo l , that when Bunter misbe­
haves he is punished, that there ' s a master called lilr. Quelc h who 
doesn 't believe in these new-f angled notions f or yout hfu l delin­
qu ents . And failing Ur. Quelch ther e 's Dr , Locke who despite hie 
ve ne r able age can still lay on with a heavy hand. 

However, I' ve a good i dea that a ll good Hamil tonians wi ll 
agree with me if I Bunterise and say ''The gentl eman from Bl!J.ham 
is talking "bally rot", 

* * * * * 
llORE "GOLDEN" ONES: A short time ago Vera Coates of the Northern 
Section O.B.B ,C. was intervie1Ved by a member of the "Yorlcehire 
Evening Poet" staff, It was good publicity and as a result Vera 
r eceived several letters, In one she was of f ere d sane Magnet s . The 
ever ready Gerry All ison got to worlc, the llagnets came a l ong and l o! 
and behold, proved to be "red cove r s " , includin g numbers 3, 8 and 9, 
They are now in the famous Northern Sect i on Library, or, t o be 
stric t ly correct, on loan t o members of that library. 

The lat e owner said he thought he had sane more at the home of 
hie mother who lived on the outskirts of a Yorkshire s easid e resort, 
and promised to make enquiries, By a coinc idence Gerry had booked 
a holi day at that same resort and set off there a f ew days l ater . 
As be strolled about I guess he would be thinking "so near and yet 
so far., may!~ft ~ ..... _ .. _ ... _,._. __ ,,..,_,. .. _ .... , .................. -.................... -.... , ............................. _.,._, ....... -.......... -, .. ~ 
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THAT Al!l'ICLE IN ''l'IIIE" : Foll owing that article in the famous 
American weelcly there appeared in the issue of Septemb er 14th , 
three fin e l etters paying tribute t o the works of Char l es Hamilton 
from correspondents in the U. S.A. ,~ and ~~I Once 
again they form a living proof of the great est eem with which th e 
maest ro i s he l d all over th e world, and of the fSJJle of the 1.!aenet 
and Gem. Bero they are: -
''l'h e Adventures of Bill y Bunter 
Sir : I was very interested t o read your Aug. 24 ar ti cle on the 
Magnet and illustrations from i t . I used to follow the adventures 
of Billy Bunte r, e.a well e.a all tbs othe rs you mention, fo r many 
years bef ore I came t o Canada in 1925, . , but during the Yl'lr I lost 
t ouch with such mundane matt ers . Although I fl!! older than the old­
est nUl!lbor of the Magnet, your story has brought back a desire to 
sec for myself just what Bunte r & Co. are doing now •• • 
Beebe, Canada. D,C, RIVffl. 

Sir , Through your article I l earned that fri ends still 11 ve 
whom I have long though t dead • ., ! shall be most grateful if you 
can t ell me i f tbs Magnet is still being published ,,, 

llinn eapolie. J O!Ill A, ll!AXWELL, 

It fold ed early in Wor ld War II, a victim of llri tain • s papa r 
shortage, - Ed, 
Sir, Even here in South Africa Frank Richards was a most popili,r 
nSJJle, The expl oits of Barry Wharton & Co. in tho Magnet wor e 
followed with intens e eag orn oss by schoo l boys between th e years 
1910-20 . Our 11 voe wero actually influ enced by the cha ract e rs . 
In my own famil y, e.a youngst ers , we didn ' t play "cowboys and 
Indians" .. . we nssumed tho characters of the Magnet and Gom ••• lVe 

- developed ~a sense ~of decency-Md-honou -!'--whioh--ha&-lasted --aH -­
our li ves. Even now •• • none of us smoke ••• 
Johannesburg, South Africa . J, TATTE!lllAUM • 

.. * * * * 
THE REI'URN OF THE "HOLIDAY AIIJIUAL" 

by The Rev, A. G. Pound 

The two late st Mandeville J'lb li cations , "Billy llunter •a Own" 
and ''l'om !lercy ' s OWn" No. 5, together form the beet approach t o the 
"Bolida;, Annual " which baa come since 1940 • 
....... _. ,_·,!hen ''l'om} lerry' s .. OWn" appeared . firs,: . in .. 1942 it . waa .... exce lle nt 
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value for th e money (7/6d), It contained, among many other th in gs , 
a book - length story of St . Jim's, a half-book lsngtb sto:cy of Car­croft, long - sho rt stories of Rookwood and King of the Islan ds and two long Barcroft :Ballads. The ons thing lacking was Greyfriars. 

Harry Wharton and Co. appea red in T .M.O. No. 2 , but although 
the price of T.11. 0. lie. 2 was higher than that of T .11. 0 . No. l , its contents were only halt in quantity of those of its predecessor. 
(Possibly due to the steep rise in cost of paper - H.L . ) 

T.ll.O. No, 3 , similar in size to T.11.0. l!o . 2, was distinguish­ed only by its illustrations, which were exec rab le, 
1952 saw in T .M. O. No. 4 a vory much needed improvement, All the printed contents were Charles Hamilton ' s, and the illustrations, 

although not very numerous, were mainly by llacdonald . Tbs quality 
of the stories .,ae very good; and one in particular - a story of 
Jack of All Trad es - was especia lly appealing. 

The improvement has been maintained , lloth "ll illy lluntsr•s 
Own" and ''Tan llerry's Own" No, 5 are well up to the standard of T. U.O. No. 4. There ar e more illustrations, of which more than 
half are by Chapman while almost all the others are Kacdonald's . 
Outs tanding among the illustrations are the two coloured wrappers , 
which are excellent , a full - page head and shoulders of lluntsr and two paees of llunter in various situations, a ll by Chapman, and a 
ve ry lov ely heading, by llacdonald, to a story entitled "Gussy ' s 
Island 11

• 

All tbs stories in ll. ll.O, and T . 11.0. No. 5, except one very 
abort y arn by his old friend, Clive Fenn , are by Hamilton . They are well representative of his art in what we mey term, with ad­
mirati on and affection, "the Indian Summer of Charles Hamilton". 
The marks of the llaster Craftaman are all there; although "'' older ones may miss, sanewhat, the superabundance of f reshness and inven­tion which appeared in earlier years . 

It 1o good to have in ll . ll.O. and T.11,0. No. 5, stories not 
only of Billy llunter but also of bis sister Bassie and brother 
Sammy. They are both good yarns; and the littl e story of Se.any is exceptionally neat - perhaps the most artistic thing in both volumes. 

A very welcane and satisfactory return is th at of t he Rio Kid. 
The re is also a well-written t a le of th e Sfackers of High Coombe. It i s an interesting introducti on for those who have never knomi 
the School for Slackers; it doss not, however, add to what was 
originally published in llodern lloy. That best of all Charles _Hamilton ' s l ater schoo l -;l!!rns needs no addition1 it needs on}J( 
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publication in book !o:nn. 
Delightful originality of incident, if not of me.in plot, 

appears in a story anti tled "Study Four at Folgato". Felgate is a very uaoful addition to T .11.0. I, personally , much prefer Fe18ate, with "Skip" Rugglee, to Carcroft and "Turkey" Tuck. 
Charles Hamilton deserves congratulations for bringing B. B. O. compl etely up-to-date, by including a etor;y of Jiau llau, entitled 

"Foes ot the Foreet" . That story taltes one pleasantly back to simil ar overseas adventure sto rie s in the old "Holiday Annuals". 
Well over half the pages of B.B. O. and T .ll. O. !lo. 5 are occu ­pied , and quite rightly m.th stories of Greyfriars and St . Jim'• • But why 47 chapters of Grsyfriars - as well as t he tale about Sammy - and only 14 chapters of St . Jim ' s? Too llerry and D'Arc;r are just as attraotive as Harry Wharton and Bunter . The atmosphere of St . Jim's is particularly cha:nning . And, su rely, if a volume is called ''Tan llerr;r ' • Own" i t should not be overloaded with lllnterl 
!lay I make a ff1'1f suggestione to tho publishers , to whom we all ought to be most deep l y grateful? llandevillea, like Skilton'o, have been our very good !riends. 
Why not next year have just one Annual of tho oize of the first Tom llerry •s Own, and priced about 15/-? Why not haw still more illustr at i ons by Chapnan and l!acdon ald, including appropri ate te.il ­piecos? 'llhy not abandon mere phot ographs , which clash with th e other oontents1 and have a coloured frontispiece !acing the title page? 

Wh;y not end as the old Holiday Annuale did , wi th a School play in voree, of wbioh I know Charles Hamilton has at l east one waiting publication? And wh)' not got !Ir. Down, once Editor, to write one of his charaoteriatic forewords? ( I am su r e be would readily do so) . Tho proper title for the new volume I lea v e to others to wggo,t. But now that we aro getting so near it , do let ue have , 1t at all po,,nb-le , a---TOal- "Holidey-Jmnu a:1""! -- ------
J.IAGIIFJI' TITLF.S {cont'd). liote, llo. 1220 was tho l ast of the substi­tut e stories . llo. 1211 , Cracksman and Cricke t er, No. 1212, Foes of tho Sixth1 No. 1213, The Schoolboy Crackeman1 No. 1214, Tho Shadow of tho Underworld; llo.1 215 , Tho Greyfriara Pretender ; No. 1216, Unmasked; llo.1 217, The Boy \\'ho Xne\7 Too Jluch1 llo. 1218, Tho Way of tho Wiza:rd 1 110. 1219, Bandits on tho Line1 No. 1220,( S) Spood.-ay Cokor1 No. 1221 , Bill;y Bunte r• a Bargain1 llo. 1222, Bluffing the Beake1 lfo, 1223, The Impossible Schoolbo71 llo. 1224, Tho !light Raidere 1 No, 1225, The Secret Q.LU1g_Qllk.1..llo .•. l,.?.<i,._Bil l 1; Bun!£!!.J!M.:!!1s..~ .,__----- -
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B.l.RJ(/.RJV.R 
Conductod by JOSEPHINE PACJOIAN 

271 .lr<:hdalo Road 1 East Dulrlch 1 London 1 S.E. 22 . 
DJ.ring the r ocon t ' family ' holiday, in company with Charlie 

and Olivo I/righ t n.nd s pont at Folkestone, we had a do,y at Margate . 
Tho afternoon was spent, by lcind invitation, •tith Mr. & lira . 
Norton Price, and I can assure you we had a most enjoyable time • 

.,·..a ID.any of you lalow , Norton is the ' ICine Pin 1 where the Sexton 
Blake Library i s concerned, for be is the proud possessor of every 
one >rritten (142 2 to Sopt . 195 3) with the exception of t<ro numbers . 

(Those are Second Series Nos.407 and 513 , and if anyone can 
oblige him ~1th either of these numbers both ho and myself rfi ll be 
moat gratofUl .) 

In addition to this , Norton has 1090 Boys • Friend Libraries 
out of a t otal issue of 148 8 ( two aeries), to say nothing of a 
large number of Boye' Own and Champion Librari es , every Sexton 
» l ake Annual and a compl ete sot of Detective Magazine (i nsets to 
Union Jacka). 

:But Norton's collecting doesn't end a t that - it only begins! 
In addition, he baa thousan ds of cigarette cards, many very enrly 
and most vsluab l e , books full of razor blade covers , cigarette 
car ton ' fronts•, cheese l abe ls, milk bottlo tops (cardboard) and 
match-box labels by the book fu ll n.nd box full, whilat his stamp 
collection i n fine albums is enou.gh to ma.ko one •a mouth water . 

Truly , Norton Price is the ' King Pin ' of co ll ectors ! 
Barry Bomer, back for a brief while from Spain, "as m.th us 

on Sunday Sept. 13th . Lon and Barry at once got down to a dis ­
cussion regarding the »lake Circ l e contribution to this year ' s 
c. Digest Annual , and I couldn ' t get a word in edgeways . llut this 
I oan say , the Sexton »lake Circle feature this year wi ll bo top-
hole . 

JOSI E PACIGWI. 
* * * * * 

TID: THREE WSKEI'EERS 

»y Josephine Packman 

*** 
'Tho Thr ee llueketeora' . .nw.t adventures those three words 

conjure up in our minds , Not, of course, tho thrilling onoe of 



Jw>as• original lo.'usketoers, but the spectacular exploits of that 
trio of murderous crocks, Archi e Pheriscn, Al gy Somerton and Boggio 
Feath erston , 

Of all the characters crented by G, H, Teed the Throe Mueketrors 
were surely the cioat ruthless, Three men w1 thout any thought f or 
their victims, utterly callou s , and yet biding th ei r ruthlessness 
behind a mask of smiling good-nature - juot throe young men-about ­
town , out to enjoy themselves dancing at the most popul ar ni ght­
clubs . 

Curiously enough, although these characters appea.red in only 
thirte en of the Sexton Blake stories, they became involved with 
many other famous criminals, such as 1/u Ling, Rymer, Plummer etc, 

Their first appearance was in Union Jack llo. 977 under the 
title of ''!'be Wireless Telephone Clue", with a sub-title "rho Case 
of the Three llusketoers" . It was under this name that they were 
known t o thei r friends, being always soon about together. 

Thia first story brings th em to the notice of Sexton Blake when 
he i s called in to solve the case of an amazing burglary of pic­
tures , gold plate and jewellery froc a 17ealthy Jlember of Parliament. 
,lbilst Blake is following up some busineaa in Paris , Tinke r listens ­
in on his wireless telephone and picke up a curioue message , one 
that is obviously in code , The voice ia also familiar to him, but 
it is not until Blake gets back from Pari s , after being invo l ved in 
a shooting affr8/f, that the me11age is dec oded and the mystery 
cleared up. The identity of the Three llusketeers 1a now known, but 
although Blake is able to outwit them and recover the stolon 
property, the three oriminals escape for the time being , 

The next story is i n Union Ja ck No. 991 entitled ''!'he Bandits 
of Bruyeres" . All the action in this yarn tak es pl ace in France , 
where the Three Musketeers have fled for safety, They are soon in­
duiging---n, crlm:mal acUvfiyonce iigiiin, llila t e dnapp ng ricl> 
Americans and holding them to ransom . These exploits, however, are 
nipped in the bud by Sexton Bl ake and once more t hey floe, taking 
with them only a amall portion of the ransom money tbe7 had been 
able to extract from their victims • familiea by threats of viol ence 
to the kidnapped cen, This time the;r escape by plan e and touch 
down in the desert I but in the words of Archie Pheriaon, "It was a 
cl ose ehave, fellows, and I bate to t hi nk of that million f r ancs we 
had to leave behind, but we have covered up the trail while we can 
plan a new o!tensi ve 11• 
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Their next appea ranc e is in Union Jack No.1000, ''l'he Thruaamth 
Chance", with a formidable array of criminals , banded together with 
tho object of dest r oying their common enemy Sexton Blake. In the 
couree of years Blake has built up a collection of wonderful art 
treasures which be keeps in a quiet house in a sec lud ed part of 
London, the secret of which he r etains to himself for obvious 
r easons. But these crim inal s have discove r ed the s ecret and pl an 
to rob Blake of all hie possessions. Among these treasures i s the 
Ling-tee vase whic h Wu Li ng is desirous of obtaining, and it ie 
solely for th is vas e t hat he gathers togeth e r this band of criminals 
to aid him. Naturally, all these plans come to naught, and once 
aga in the tri o of crooks go to ground. 

The l ocale of th e next yarn is Paris and Cairo. The title is 
''l'he Diamond Spec i a l" , in U.J. No. 1001, and, as indicated by that 
t it l e, the Three Musketeer s indulge in a most elabo rate plot and 
get away with a fortune in diamonds belonging to sev eral of the 
wea lthy diamond merchants of Pari s . But it is in Cairo that Blake 
crosses their path again, and in U. J. No.1 004 - practically a 
seque l - the Three llusketeers join up with Prince Ila.mad and Madame 
Soukolis , the beautiful Greek. (These two cha r acters appear in 
subseq uent stories as Prince Menes and Madame Gou polis). 

In t his Egyptian adventure Blake and Tinker arrive seoret l y in 
Cairo, in order to obtain evi de nc e r egarding the many murders of 
Englishmen. These murders are obviously in spi red by one of the 
Secret Societies existing in Cairo which had as its loader :Prince 
Hamad, and had vowed to turn th e English out of Egyp t. (A very 
familiar theme these days I ) Blake adopts the disguise of an old 
Arab weaver and settles in a tiny shop in the native qua rt er , with 
only Tinke r as his 11son 11 to keep him company. Blake knows that he 
has undertaken a job which is fraught '7i th great danger t o both 
himse lf and Tinker should they be discovered, but it is onl y in 
this way he can secure th e inf ormation he needs. In the course of 
his investigat i ons 131P..ke discovers th :>t the Three llusks teer s have 
once more crossed his path, for t hey e re livin g in Cairo under the 
protec tion of Prince Hamad himssli'. Afte r many sxci ting adventures 
Blake eve ntu a lly compels the Egyptinn prince to de pa rt from Cairo. 
The Three llusketesrs also manage to disappear, but not before lllake, 
or rat he r Tinker finds them and i s able to recover many of the 
diamonds which had been stolen from the jewe l lers in Paris. 

The three renegade s next turn up in South Ameri ca . Here, 
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Archie Pheri aon receives a letter from a mysteriou s person 11 ving in Boston, by namo Mathew Ca:rdolak , In this letter they are a.eked to conaider a certain mission which the writer 1'7ould like them to undertake , and the Three l.!uakat ears travel to Boston bo9ing to go into action , They discover that llatbow Ca:rdolak i a a wealthy collector of art treasures, but not too s crupulous in the way he collects them. He is apparently ltnomi as ' The l!yatery lJan of Europe ' , with a finger in many affairs connected w1 th th e near East . The proposition put t o the ~brae llua!tetears 1s that they obtain for him the "Scept r e of S0lcmon 11 uhi ob is in the keeping of an obscure oect of Jewa in old Malnbar, Ineia, The eceptre, traditional ly known aa a gift g1 van to Solomon by tho l!',leen of Sheba, 1• of fab­ulous value, being made of solid gold and studded with precious jewels - a worthy treasure to be in cluded in any collection . The thre e criminals agree to make an attempt at stealing the sceptre and aro successful. 

They return to the United States in Ca:rdolak'a private yacht , ' Sultan 1 , and remain on board as guardians of the sceptre until aucb t1me as Ca:rdolalt needs it for whatever purpose be ha.a in mind • But alas for the schema• of these despicable crooke , the theft of the sceptre is quickly discovered . The newe soon roaches London and one of the foremost Rabbis calls on Blake and asks fo r hie help in tracing the sceptre, A.a this old relic is of such great value , it app ears to Blake that any of the less scrupulous art oolleeto ra would be willing to pay quite a small fortune to secure aucb a t reasure , and his subsequent inve stigations reveal t races of Ca:rdolalt 1 s dealings in the matter, He discovers that Cardolalt ' a yacht baa re cently boen sailing i n Indian waters , and that on board are three guests. Furthe r investigations prove that th ese three are none oth er than the Three l!ueketeers , and once again Blake and 'rinlar start off on tlre track of this murderous tr io who v ery nea~ eucceoded in killing the pair of them . :&.it Blake triumphs in the end , for not only does he re cover the s ceptre but also secures the a.rreat of the Three Musketeers on a charge of attempted murder . This story appeare in O.J . !lo, 1018, ''rho Sceptre of Solomon", 
In the eequel, O. J . llo.1042 ''rhe Case of the Crippled Monk", wo find !.!a.thew Cardole.k easting avaricioue eyes on anothe r of the world ' e art t reasu.rea, this time none other than a \7ondertul golden monstrance (or vesse l in which the consecrated Host ie eho1'1?l to 

~ · people), part of the collection of fuoue (~~!'.!...~ .. :3P.l.L::. .. _ 
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relics in the Notre Dame. Cardol a.'c sets to work t o secure the re­
le as e of the trio of crooks who are awaiting trial, by obtaining 
the services of a gang of the toughest bootleggers in the Boston 
area , who use their usual mut'Clerous method.a to •re scue ' the Three 
Musketeers as they are being transferred to another prison . 

( End of Part One) 

* * * * 
THE SEXTON BLAnl LIBRARY SEP!'E!ll!ER ISSUES 
No. 295. The Case of the Unknown Heir . Anthony Parsons . 

A smoothly told murder mystery. One of the beat we have had 
from Anthony Pa::-sons for a long while. The interest never nagged, 
and the plot was coherent . 

Blake was good . His admi ssion on page 56 that he had boon 
wrong about the Optimistic Fisherman di d him no harm. We are all 
wrong at times. 

I had intended giving the yarn full marlts, but on the very 
laat page, the author once again brought out that prurient aide of 
"Carter ' e" nature, which has so often marred his work before. The 
two Baker Street men had been invit ed to .I.miens by the Chief of the 
Surete Oanera le in that city. 

•lhile Blake ia fetching drink s, the revo l ting Edward aid l ea 
furtively up to the Commiaaaire, and whis pere , with nouaeating 
leerineee, 11Say1 apart from police work and all that, how are you 
fixed for lea girls in Amiene? An:, bright ahowa or anything? Any 
Folies an ' that lik e? You know! 11 

Ugh, the gruesome Lothario ! He made me f ee l like the 
• • ••••• Young Lady of Spain , Who was horribly sick in a train, 

Not once, but agai n, And aga in , and "6Sin , 
And agai n, and again, and again ! 

!lo. 29-6. Th e---C-irl f rom Toronto . Hugh Clevely . 
Quite a r eadoble book, tol d in the rather scrappy style, which 

Cl evely some times adopts . Dozene of b rief episodes - you can hard ­
ly call th em chapters - eomotimee only a column or so in length. 

However they do add up . The story woe very l ik e th nt kind of 
o gome of che ss whore your oppone nt, (the vi l lain! ), seo ms to be in 
on impregnably strong position. No obviously b"'1 move is made, but 
the game imperceptibly veers round into your f:>vour. 

In this story, the crooks , '7ho had everything in their hnnd o 
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at first, gradua ll y found things going against them . Fina ll y the 
whol e organization just went to bitst and the few members of the 
gang who hadn't killed ea.ch other, were washed away in a flood on 
the Eaet Coast. Blake was only a very minor character. 

GERRY Ji.LLISON. 

JV£L5/0JV LE£ COLUJI/JJV 
All COlIIIIIWlications to ROBER!' BLYTHE 

4l , CARLETON RD., HOLLOWAY, LONDON, H.J. 
The 2nd New Series gets the l imel ight this month as both our 

contributors t ake this as their eubject. Norman Pragnell ki cks off 
"1 t b "1hat be ca ll s •• •• • 

THE SECOND NEW SERIES A Nor TOO SERIOUS REVIEW 

It was during the latte r part of 1929 that the first hints of 
impending change s in our favouri ta weekly were dropped . Odd par a.­
graphs in "Between 0Urselves 11 told of many of us wanting more 
stronger roles for Loe and Nipper, and tho number of enquiries ask ­
ing after the bel\ltb of Cyrus Zingravo was almost embarrassing. Vie 
old cynics who are a litt l e shrewder than we were t"e nty odd years 
ago, can see now thst our worthy editor was flying a kite. Only the 
more unpleasant read e r would mutter thst this ki ta turned out to be 
a boomerang. Hint s soon gave place to realiti es and i n Number 193 
of The Fi r st N.,., Series we read th o announcement that the Nelson Loe 
Library was "goi ng to adapt itself to the age of speed and thrills, 
but llolson Loo the famous detective, and Ni pper and th e other popu­
lar cha ract ers at St . F'ra:iks will of cour se be still featured - but 
in amazingly ne'7 and nove l ro l es 11• 

And so Number I of the Second New Ser ies a r rived and before fie 
bad road th r ee pages St. Franke """ no mor e , for Zingrave had des ­
troyed it ,nth his airship . Oddly oilougb mnny of us hardly con ­
sidered. t heir wanton destructi on of our schoo l an improvement, par­
ticular l y those of us who had read the Nelson Loe for ten years or 
more. llut then, ue ttere ol d faabionod l!.nd inc :,poble of moving with 
the timos. However, Zingrevo bad arriv ed - bu t not f or l ong, fo r 
the Green Triang l e was soon destroyed snd we ,.,ore up aeninst Dacce -
Tho Devil Dwarf . Her o f/88 Edwy Searles Brooks at tho t op of his 
_.., ,.,, ,_,, .... -- ...... ~ ... M ............ .. ______ ,_,_.,. ... _ ...... _,... ..... , __ ,,,., .. _ .. _____ t'O""""" .. "'''"'_ ... .. 
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form ,:1th n r a ttling good sories. We can thank Nelson Lee and his 
oub de te c ti vea for saving London from being destroyed by a plagus 
of poisoned rate. 

,7e were also glad to note t <10 improvements made firstly by the 
introduction of short stories every week and secondly by the te.-. 
mination of Brooke' weekly feature "Between Ourselves". Some of us 
were even prepared to sher, our appreciation by borrowing our Head­
maste r' e cane and t81cing up to Fleetway House and there putting it 
to good use, We will not give you tho names of the short story 
characters introduced , for we would insult neither our genial 
editor Herbert Leckenby nor t he read ers of ''The Coll ecto rs Digest" 
by asking him to print their ti tlee , Dacca """ eventually disposed 
ot and we eettled down to st raight forr,ard weekly detective yarns . 
These wore fair stories but we didn ' t want too man:, of them. 

By now we had had our three months of th !.e new series, and 
should have adapted oursel ve s to tbs changes. But we cou l d guess 
that all was not well at Fleetway House , for it seamed that some of 
us <1ere misguided snough to want the school sto ries back again . 

And so in number 14 a specia l o.nnouncement """ made that St . 
Franks was being rebuilt and would soo n be r eady for occupation 
within the ne:rt week or t110. And we nibbled cur hands and 11aited. 

We got St . Franks alright - eight pages of it, and an artist 
who mnde ue, who "ere inc apab le of drawing a straight l ine at 
school , think twice nbout the r esul ts of our drawing sxaminat ion. 
'i/e were also introduced to K. K. Parl<ington and his Hotshots . Thank 
goodness Handy k:nookad him !or six on his return to schoo l . Oh wh:,, 
oh why did you do it Mr. Brooks . In numbers 24-27 \VB were able to 
enjoy another first class series, this t ime teking a trip to the 
Sargasso Sea , that home of derelict ships, where our party dis­
co vered a minature "Lost tlorld" . Good stuff this . 

By the tims we had reached number 29 the pgweruJJ:>at be h•d 
deciae<l tbattne lie loon Lee Library ahoul d run full length school 
stories , the l engt h of which were still to be curtailed by t hose 
enrlasting short atories t hat clung t o us liko limpets. 

We counted our blessings such as they were and felt glad to be 
back at St. Franks , with none of our favourite characters miesing. 
And so we arrived at the stage of "Aa You Were" and read the first 
full length St. Franks story for nine montha . 'fie were surprised 
that Brooks did not give us any of the s eries that wculd r emind us 
of bygone days. Instead we had humourous stories each week with 
., .. ---···---·---·-········"·"-·""'""··-----··-""""·-·-----
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euoh titles as "Ar chie ' s Awful Aunt " - K.K' s 1 K1 Qnpany - Bandy The 
l!yponotist, and similar oth ers . We did have a half-h earted rebe l ­
lion series and a mix up w1 th Jake DiBDo~d and hie g&ll88ters , this 
one a story best f orgotten by us all . We also noted the intro duc ­
ti on of the "Night Hawk" by John Brearley - they came in the form of 
sho rt and long sto rie s - but th e Nelson Lee Library was not the 
r ight plac e for th e.,,. A year and n halt had gone by now and the 
whee l bad turned round nearly the full circle . And the n i t burst 
upon us . "Between Ourselves" was to come back again . \7e could 
hardly sle ep tha t Tuesday night through " ondering what l!dwy Searl es 
Brooke was go ing t o sey to us. And here we must quote some of his 
\'/Orda, for to us r eade r s of tho Nel so n Lee Libr a ry they are h i story, 

"There' a s omething of very great i mportan ce I want to get off my 
cheat at once. The chie f r esu l t of a nucber of cbi m,ags between 
the Editor and I, ia that the Editor has decide d t o ha:rlc back to 
t he "good old days" riben tho St . Franks st ories fi ll ed practicall y 
tho entir e pape r, In other words tbs St , Franks stories in a fort ­
night I s time will return to their old length. And t o kick off 
we' re having an advent ur e series , wit h all the ol d crow - inc l ud-

ing Lord Dorrimore - and r &-int roducing some fav ourite char acte rs 
you ol d read ers rill al l remember. 

And "" were ott to l!orth es trla , then t o dea l onoe and f or all with the menace of the Gotblande r s , Here was a series well up t o 
standard but eomebo10 "'" did not fee l too comfortable the r e, Possibl y 
"" were biaaod 1 but then fie thou ght the first l!or thes tria series that 
appe ared in 1927 the fineet story th at Brooke ever wrote . However, 
we were quite happy , We bad got r id of K. K. Parkington and also the 
irritati ng sho rt st ories . There wer e one or two who nn.umured the y 
would like to get rid of Kenneth llroolcee too , bu t per haps they were 
a 11 ttle hareh, The concl ue ion of the Nort heetrl a aer i es sB>V us back 
at aohool again and " e en j oyed oureel ves reading s ome r eally good 
utorios, among tbam bei ng th e Dr. Soattlebury serie s - St. Franks 
under Canvas and a top r ate holiday yarn dealing >11th the St . Franks' 
boy s adve ntures i n Car onia, Yeo, St, Frank s v,as going alon g very 
nice l y despit e e r eference made not so l ong ngo that after St . 
Franks was destroyed by Zingr ave , the schoo l lik e Humpty - D.lmpty 
cou ld not be put t ogethe r again , We did find h""'ev or n very un ­
pl enscn t f l y in th e oi ntment. In number 72, "Between OJ.reelvee " was 
merged with "CA.Ir Round Table T~lk 11, o.nd ft1.tbin a f ew gooks we t1ere 
bluntly to l d t hat uo cou l d no l onger wri t e to our favouri te au thor, ·----.. ----- ·--··-·-
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but only to the Edi tor who would graciously pass over anything that required the attention ot llr. Brooks. rlhat an insult to the men 
who bad built up to its v e ry M.gb standard the Nelson Lee Library, 
and to us faithful band of readers who regularly every Wednesday 
paid out our twopence, wb.iob oft time could be 111 afford ed. Vie read too the stupid remark that Edwy Searl e s Brooke t1as not the 
editor of the Neleon Lee - as if we didn't kno~. 

In number 91 we bad a pleasant surpris e for we met Ena Quirk 
again - still up to hie old tricks, and this time f or good measure a few new ones thrown in. 

After this came a "St. Franke in Disgrace" series follo»ed by a Jimmy Potts story - g ood this, and then t o a ripsn orter featuring 
our old friends Jim the Penman and Cyrus Zin gr ave . 

And then a heavy blow fell, for out came the "Silver Dwarf " series . Many bad road it before. We hadn't , but we tried to read 
it and couldn't . \fs didn't know then it was by llaxwell Scott, and quite frankly we didn 't care - it could have been writ t en by Willian, Shakespeare for all we were intere s ted. 

Week atter week we attempted to plough throu gh dreary dete c tive yams that were certainly ne ver written by E.S. Broo k s . The wheel 
was now turning round for the second time and we wond ered if it 
would ever atop . 

It was number 142 t bat gave us a breath of fresh air, and we 
certainly needed it. Nelson Lee , Dorrimore, Umlo si and Handfortb were otf to a super new world in the Sargasso. Thi e was t he series we were waiting for - the excitC111GDt and the thrills were almost 
enough to malce us forgive the editor bis previoue s i ne . The re wao of course some doubt as t o whom was th e author of this st ory . Our friend Bob Blythe thinks it may b~ve be en Dennis flbeatle y , bu t we 
are not so sure, for in No. 140 the editor malcos it quite olear th a t Edwy Searl e s Brooks was wri t iM l!ILBi.orJ,<. Qn__the-oth<>r b~wae 
odd that the Sargaaso Sea should crop up twice in the Seo ond Nw 
Series, so perbape we will keep an open mind on thie queetion . Baok again to the wretched detective stories written by he aven knows 
whom and then Broolca gave us another winner. The Profesa or Nerki 
series, compl ete with a haunted house and disappearing juniors . If you • ve got this story on the bookshelf get it do\'/tl and read it, 
it •s excellent. 

Those of us who were still hardy enough to be still reading the !leleon Lee Libra ry saw this Second Ne<r Seri e s wind up with the fina l 
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group of stories entitled ''rhe Fellowship of Fear", an interesting 
mixture of a detective and school story . 

The last number of this eeriee Number 161 gave us the start ­
ling news that the clo ck was to be tumed back some sixteen years 
and we were to retum to the time when Nipper arrived at St . Franke. 
The story of th:8etwenty five numbers which comprised the Third New 
Series is outside the scope of this artic l e , but we who have tboee 
twenty five iesues on our s belvee may fee l like writ ing a few 
comments in a future Collectors' Digest on the last six months of 
the Nelson Lee Library . 

To those of you who have read through these jottings we hope 
you will have some inkling as to what the Second New Series was 
about and to any Nelson Lee readers \:mo stil l have some of tbe 
stori es we have mentioned in your possession, we would urge that 
you get them down from your bookcase, blol7 the duet off , and read 
them. NORMAN PRAG!l3LL. 

* * * * * 
Next, Derek Smith weighs in 17l.th an entertai ning account of 

t he influence of K.K . Par!cington on the 2nd N.S. It is apparent 
that Derek differs from Norman in this. 

As I'v e mentione d before I have never been particularly keen 
on this series and it's donkeys years sinc e I read any , but after 
r eading both articles I did (as I hope you will) what Norman 
suggested . I blew the duet off - and r.ae pleasantly surprised . 

K.K. - O. K! by llEBEK SMITH 

l'lhen the blazing dirigible crashed on St. Frank' s on that 
fateful day in January, 1930 1 it did more damage than the ill--ad­
vised editor of the Nelson Lee Library could poss ibly have antici ­
pated . The school was to rise Phoenix..J.ike from its ashes before 
many months had paesed, but it was never quite the sa:ne grand old 
place again. 

mioever was re spons ible for the decis ion to brine to a close 
the fine series of l ong school stories which bad begun in July 1917 
in f avour of a new series of rath er indifferent deteotive thrillers 
- in view of t he disastrous resul ts , I suspect Professor ZiQ8rave 
himself! - be soon found it necessary to rebuild St. Frank's and 
bri ng back most of the boys fran Nelson Lee' a short - lived Detectiv e 
Academy, 
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In llay 1930, the achool re-opened. Editorial pclicy, however, 

r es tricted the stories to a few thousand words. Ed,ry Searles 
Brooks, who was still handling the bulk of the detective stories 
under a daz z ling array of pen-names in another part of the paper, 
must have found himself in a dilenrDa. 

He resolved it nearly . The etoriee were to be played for 
comedy, The twin themes of rivalry and japing were pressed into 
se rvice, And an engaging new character strolled on to the centre 
ot the stage. 

Kirby Keeble Parlcington "alth ough ••• no more th an fifteen . , . was 
a young giant , Bis jaw was square, his nose slightly upturned, and 
be possessed a mop of red hair. 11 Aleo "hie shoulders were e.xcees -
1 ve 11 

- and he had a g l orious sense of humour. 
For no very apparent reason, be had l eft Carlton College with 

ele ven friends - known variously as the Car l tcn Gang and t he Red­
Hots - &nd his avowed intention was to "come to St. Frank ' s - to 
conquer! 11

• 

K.K. had a good deal of that magnificent eelf-pcsseeeion which 
characterized 1/illiam Napoleon Browne I Vivian Travers, and Willy 
Bandforth . 

It was none of these etalwarte who most vigorously opposed 
him, howevor. It wae ou r old friend, the immortal Edward Oswald, 

Hnndy and his faithful chums, Church and llcClure, considering 
the school c ouldn't properly be re-opened in their absence , bad 
taken the d3.y off from the Detective Academy. (Nelson Lee and 
Nipper were coping at the time with a Sky Pirate in mid- Atlantic, 
so they could hardly object , ) 

Bandy promptly became involved in sane slapstick adventures on 
the aoaffolding around the llodern and East Houses I which had not 
yet been fully reetored. Bis attempt at amateur brick-la ng 
spaT!ted ott ~t1nr r naroanTeoel'iieen fneoid..JJ'imers and the ~ 
Hots, which degenerated (or was sublimated) into the hilarious, 
crazy destruction of an early Keystone comedy, 

When Handforth learned that Parlcington had appointed himself 
Jun ior Captain, he charged - as always - int o the f orefron t ot the 
battle. He resigned from the Detective Academy and returned to 
St . Frank'• • 

JC. K. received the JC. O. Handy beoame skippe r - a mixed bl eeeing 
for the Bemovel 

The rival ry ragod as merrily as b efore , Archie Gle nthorne • e -·--------· -----·-·----- ····-····------
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study was painted in hideous col ours from floor to ceiling . For ­

tunately, the bated llr. P7cra1't walked int o the booby trap prepared 

for Archie , and Trotwood used hie ventriloquis m to good effeot . The 

Carlton Gang cleaned up tbs study under the impression llr . P7oraft 

bad ordered them to do so. 
K. K. got bis reve nge when "Handyman Handy" did some pape r bang­

ing the following week. A little while after the ensuing chaos , 

Handforth pinched Parldngton •s home made glider, and crash landed on 

the roof of lloor View School . 
These , and similar adventures, aet the mood for most of the re­

maining ebort a•oriee in the series. They all ver ged on slapstick 

comedy, they were all wildly improbable , and they wer e all very 

1'uiley. 
After a time, though the riva lry between the Red-Hots and the 

Old-'l' imera never died , it ceased to be the central theme of the 

stories. Alington l'lilkee arrived as Housemaster , and there were 

aigne - a l beit fleeting - that llr . Brooks wae preparing to return to 

the solidly plotted yams and nicely shaded characterization which 

had so delighted bis r eaders in the Old and First !low Series of the 

Old Paper. 
A significant title was "'As You Were• at St . Frank's" when 

!lippe r r eturned with bis beloved guv•nor, who became the Heaimaeter . 

K, K., like most of the pupils, bad an eye for a pretty faoe. 

The new Housemaste r• • d8118hter Vera made an immediate impression on 

him. However - unlike moot of bis schoolmates - hs W88 never a 

slave to bis girl friend. Indeed, in "K. K' a Secret" he showed his 

heart wae really in the keeping of a certain Dolly ltilkinson - aged 

five and a half! 
The japes really anded w1 th "K.K' • Birthda,y Part:," and "Bandy 

the Conjurer", Honou::-a were substantially even , but K. K' s da,ys at 

St. Franks were numbered. 
He showed to advantage in the etruggle with the "Gunmen at St , 

Frank'•" and in the last Barring--Out which disturbed the equanimity 

of the Old School, let I don ' t think it ' s ungracious to sa,y that 

despite the gallant wa,y be coped with every emergency be seemed a 

little out of place in the new (or rather old) style 1er i es , 

Kr. Brook.a seemed to aee this himself . When the "Skeets" 
Bellton ;yams came to an end, the author announced with evident sat­

isfaction that ae a result of numerous "cbinwags" with the editor, 

be ""s r eturning to full-length atoriea about St . Frank' e which 
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would stretch almost tran cover to coYer . 

It waa baolt to the Good Old Times, llut there waa sod n..,..s in 
store, Significantly, Parlcington did not accompany the "old crowd" 
on thei r voyage t o .Northestria w1 th Lord Dorrimore . 

V/hen the juniore returned to St. Frank 's , they found that K. K. 
and his eleven friends had gone b ack to Carlton College. Nipper 
and Co. '7ere sorry, but not heart -brok en, As Dick Hamilton pointed 
out, ''They were all V'ery '7ell, but they caused a lot of disruption 
in the Remove. \'le sha ll now be abl e to concentrate upon dishing 
the Fourth . " 

So it was good-bye to K.K. Parkington and hie Red- Hots . Per ­
haps they could not be numbered among th e all - time "greats" like 
some of the Old-T imere against '7hom they w~od th eir merry war -
but they kept the flag flying in t he dark days at the beginn i ng of 
the Socond New Series , 

IC.K. was O.K! 
..:.-:.':':r.,fJA't::..-=~~",;~:::W.i,t/.:ll.'f/ft.~lf,'!.ft,'!;W,l',W,\~r.raw.i,i:1:1m:1'!JlM;fllffi;;tl:W.l:fl!l~::~int:::..:1;.i:1lf1H110:r.!:l~l.'H:tlHl//;ll/~l.'H,/H:kH!h'Nl~f,WHIHr 

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB 
L O N D O N S E C T I O N 

Sel>t. 20th, Rambling in Sussex . Vacat ion time b eing ov or once 
again and the usual good na t ured scramb l e for tho tr ains lead i ng to 
th e St . Jim's and St. Frank's country and th e reunion, f i rstly at 
Bill Jardine • e abode at iloodin gdoan :ind then t he meet i ng pl:lco at 
Rod llngnet Robby ' e , llut whnt a view of the smi li ng Sussex Downs 
which con j ur ed up names lilc e Helmtord, Bannington, Bollton , Cnis ­
towe, llid ehott, Abbotsford, c/nylnnd and liylcombe , pl u s the amiling 
wat ers of the ri ver Rhyl, Lunch a t Bil l Jar dino • e with hostess 
Gladys providing f nr e that put lire . Kimble righ t in th e shruie , and 
\he menu card-v:1.th th omnp and po om- inecribod on it, \/ e ll don e 
Bill and Glad ys and Frank Richar d& Jardine, the l at ter s antics 
providing the lau ghs espe cially for Vice President Herbert and 
chairman Len, Then the bus to Robby's and th e mobting prope r which 
commenced with Len 's usual good r emarks and repa rte o. our Herbert 
then took over and gave us one of hie good speech es that contained 
th e good wishe s from t he North ern section and whetted our appet it es 
!or the caning 1 Coll octo rs 1 Di gest Annual• . It '1111 bo the finest 
one to da to, oapocia ll y with tho good work of tho now duplic ato rs . 
After th o e~echee, , eol ec tod •. corres p<>n<ienco was...road ..... .!n~ l udiJJL. __ 
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ono from Branab:, Williama about his artic l o on tho demise of I Clxlps' 
run •Comic cuts • and one from Basil Storey, editor of 'School Cap' , 
the now school story papor for boys and old boys. The lattor 
stated th at the new papor vould strivo to follow in the footsteps 
of our worthy prosidont•s writings and wiahod the club all the vory 
beat wishes. AfteNarda the l iorariano gsv o their reports, the 
Hamilton section being vory good. Followed a grand spread and the 
bumper attendance enjoyed this to the full, well done Key and Robby, 
you dosorvod the thanks of tho largest attondanco that has yet 
graced your port a ls. Resuming aftor tee. with Bomilton librarian's, 
Roger J onkins impromptu tall:, very goed this, and then a couple of 
episodes of "!'he Perile of Pauline" featuring the famous old screen 
star Pearl '.fuite . All too eoon came the ti.me for the re+,urn home 
and taking leave of the Robbye and Frank and Winny Keeling of 
Folksitone, we wended our way to Brighton etation bound for the 
great metropolis with happy memories of a day well spent. 

.. UJICLE BEIIJ A!.!IR. 

* * • * * 
IIORl'l!ER!i SECTION IIEErIBG - 2 39 Jiyde Park Rd. 1 Leeds, 

12th SeptOl!lber, 1953. 

J. Breese Bentley, returned from holidays had the pleaeure of 
welcoming two more new members, Ernest 1ih1 tehead of Tingley, Wake­
field and Denis Oliver, Huddersfield. llhere the latter was con­
cerned we have to thank "School Ce.p". Bow• s that? 'ii'ell , it was 
this way. Denis had bought a copy of the new paper and had shown 
it to his chum, John Char l esworth, our youngest member. John, a 
loyal Hamilt onian said I' 11 show you something to beat that" or 
words to that effect, and produced a ''llagnet". Result , Denis came 
along to the meeting with John, joined up and departed with a pile 
of Hamilton l ore. !lice worl<:. 

Business disposed of (bank balance U l. 9. 9.), Gerry Alli son 
continued with the reeding of "l'he Bo:, Wi thout a !lame". After ren­
dering seve r al chapte rs in real dramatic style, he wae about to 
give up w1 th the time nearing nine, but t here were several 011 ver 
Tvists preaont so he had to give them more. 

Gerry , by the rray , has handwritten, in a handy notebook, the 
whole etory, word for word! Vorily a r ea l l abour of l ove. 

The reading will be continued at the next meeting, Ootobor 10th. 
_____ B_. _LE_ :lCEllDY, Northern Section Corresl;!Onde,.::n;.;;t:.• - --
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IIIDLAliD SECTION MEErING 21st Sept. 1 1953. 
;1e should have bad Mr. ChatDan, ( latterly chief illustrator of 

the "llagnet"), with us this evening, but we bad been very sorry to 
learn only a few days before that be bad sustained a rib injury 
whilst cycling, and although be is progressin g favourably, was un­
able to be with us. 

Naturally we were very disa.ppointed1 for one thing we bad 
obtained in honour of the occasion , a most spiffing and scrumptious 
iced oake, through the good offices of that very popular foundation 
member, Mr. George Smallwood. 

After disposing of the usual preliminaries (minutes etc .), we 
settled down to enjoy a talk by one of our keenest .and most valued 
members , Kr. Jack Ingram of Wolverhampton, on "Mr. Prout, Master of 
the Fifth". May I es:., in all sinosri ty that this talk was a truly 
magnificent one, comparing very favourably in lucidity and inter est 
with any one oould wieb to hear anywhere. 

Among the very interesting points made by Jack were: 
Prou t was the very antithesis of Quelch, and Frank Rich ards 

sbo<ied bi s superb literary skill and craftmansbip in creating these 
cbaractere and playing off th e one against the other. 

Lean, angular Quelch, strict and stem , yet just and f a ir . 
Prout n pompous, portly pedngogue. Although perhaps benvily 

drGwn, yet Prou t was no oaric3ture. Although jumping slow l y to 
wrong conclusions, and a or ashing bore1 yet be is kindly ond in­
deed quite a love able olk~r acter. We like Prout and con onl y res­
pect Quelch. 

Mr. Ingram read a chapter from probably one of the very 
funniest of all Magnet series1 namely Nos. 1656/ 8, "Coker expelled". 
In Jack's happy and apt phrase " Prout looked forward to a life of 
Cokerlees eaae 11

• 

How·Wfi>'ng be was! Poor Pau l Pontife x didn't get it ; Coker 
expelled was far mor e troublesome th at Coker of the Fifth. 

We very cordially agreed with Jack's concluding bops that 
"long may Prout•s elephantine tread echo down the corridors of time 
and of Greyfriare". 

During the refreshmente the cake was cut and then we finiebed 
the even i ng with a disouesion of various pointe of interes t arising 
from the talk. 

EDiiARD DA VEY. 
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IIERSEYSIDE SEOUON Sept ember 13th 

There was a lar ge attendance at th is meeti ng , and the oha1?1Dan 
erlended a hearty wel come to yet another new ciember , Ur. H. Gatar , 
who soon made himeelf at home. The fomal bueiness was qui ck ly 
dealt with by the secret&ry and tho cha iman t hen gave us all the 
"gen" on t he fo rt bcomi ng dinner . Everything has been more or l es s 
settled, and we aro hoping tha t it wi ll be a success , at any rate 
11e ar e sure of a large number present on the night, including Gerry 
Allison from Northern and Lir. and l!rs. J. Corbet t froc l!idland, and, 
prob ab ly Herbert Leckonby , en r ou to f ran his London t rip . The 
dinner discussion took up tho major part of the evening, but the r e 
was ti.mo l eft for " game of "El iminations" , which was jointly won 
by !1011Dan ("Noleo n Loo") Pragn oll, and Jim Burke . 

No li br a ry this tim e - annua l sto cktaking! 
Next meetinc Oct . 11th . 

FIIAllK CASE, 
Sec • 

GOODBYE! J.lll. CHIPS! 

By lllsBBBRl' LECKENBY 

*** 
On Septe mber 2nd , t he fo llo wing l ead in g article appeared in 

tho 11H'a.7e Chronic le 11• 

~ 
A fugiti ve sigh , a sing l e sentimental toar , may be permis s ible 

today over the news th at Comic Cuts , Chipe and Wonder (or Funny 
\lender, as it once was) are to cease publication next week . 

It is not th nt the carket f or children 1 s comic-atrip papers is 
perishing . On th e contr ary, it i e flour i shing mightily . It i e juet 
that children are entm nce d nowtldays by di f fere nt imagos , i n pureuit 
of different onds. 

In 189(), l'lhen Canio Cuts a.'ld Chips t1ere founded by th e perce~ 
tive Lord llorthcliffe, and for a long time the re after , the adven ­
ture s of Weary \'lilli e and Tired Ti m absorbed the atte ntion of the 
British young1 and Charlie Chaplin, in Funny 'llonder, enshrine d a 
fine \7eekly lark. 

But in those days a young l ady considered he rself adequately 
entort nined when affo rd ed 8l'I even i ng ' e vi owing of st eroosoopio 
1!£.Bto ard1>~d n._l2!!!!f[_mnn looked foNard broathl!!JlpL!9_ _a ·-----
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con vers azio ne. 
We have a ll g rown more sophisticate d and harde r to pl ease, and 

it would b e queru lou s t o complain now because juveni l e tastes have 
veered to wards spa ce - men end atom r ay guns. We are not, indeed, 
complaining , we are only rec alling , and nobody, sure ly , can obj ec t 
to that? 

Good- bye , l7oary Willie. * A;l ;he *beat Tired Tim . 

\ie ll, the r es a wistful tou ch of nosta l gia about t hat, a sigh 
for the plac id days that are gone. Anyone of us might have writ ten 
it, for we know that they can never return. 

And, when the fin al numbers came off t he presses of Fl eetway 
liouse, maybe ll.J. Garri sh, who foretold their demise a fe \r weeks 

, ago, qui etly pi ped an eye, for, if he was not t here at the very 
begi nnin5, he was when the th r ee papers we re very you.'lg, and in 
their heyday vrrote many serials f or the m. Al'ld I , a lo oke r on ha.vo 
kn0'-''"71 t hem al.mo at as l ong as he , fo r did not I, as a boy of se ve n 
or s o, packed off to b ed ea rly on a summer • s ni gh t, smuggle up with 
me a copy of Chips , to r evel in t he adv entu nia of Willie and Tim 
and t ho th ri llin g chapters of ''The Fatal Seven" until twilight fe ll , 
o' er fif t y years ago? 

Chips, in part i cula r , was a remarkab l e paper. The two famous 
t r amps, who became household words, started th e ir caree rs round 
about 1895, and continued uni nt er ru pt ed until the end . Tom Drown, 
who became a ve ry famous artis t originated them, bu t it has been 
sa i d t hat afte r a t i me he handed. over to someone els e as the t ask 
of producin g t hem ev ery week go t on his nervos • . Many c l eve r 
arti s ts fo ll owed him , bu t of lat e year s ,7illie and Tim have bsen 
mere s hadows of t heir form e r se lv es. 

Th en, on the back page th eir appeare d fo r years and yea r s the 
cartoon s of the Casey Court Nibs with their Heath Robins on li ke 

COif tr aptlon s . Rea l ly c ever many of these and, oh so different to 
t he Dead End Kida stuff of tod ay , 

The Comic Cuts ch a ract er s wer e not s o lo ng - lived but Happy 
Bar ry and Lucky Luc as; Chokee Bill and Ar ea Sneak er ; and the in ­
habitants of Mu l berry Fl a.ts m~.de countl ess thousands l augh . 

But it was not only th e comic sec t i ons whi ch made these pa per s 
so success ful in more re stfu l dc.ys ; there were t he se ri a l s . Until 
about th e outbr eak of t he Fir st Worl d Viar these wor e written main l y 
fo r t he el de r members of tho f amil y. I don 1 t mean th ey wer o not 
fit •. for ,,ch il d r en .. to r oad ; .... in .. th e ... manner .. of . ' Adults ... Onl y ' .... •i!!71• .......... .. 
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outside the cinemas, just that their plots were more suitable for 
grown- ups, with plenty of lovo and intrigue . Even as adult stories 
they were unique , in a class to th emselve s somehor1, .diff orent to 
those 11h1ch appeared in other adult A,P, papers lik e, say, Answers, 
Forget-me-Not, or the Sunday Cempanion . Some, one can recall, vbich 
appeared in Chips or Comic Cuts wore ''The House on th e Heath", "The 
House with the Red Bl inds", 11The Black River", ''rh e City of Uillions", 
"Nsdamo Blu ebeard", "The Man \71 thout a Soul", ''The Death Stone" and 
"Tho Smugglers of St, Ormes", 

Bubert Trela rmey r,rote many of them ; others were by Stanhope 
Sprigg and Colin Collin e, Usua lly, thou gh , the author's namo was 
not given, 

Later on the s eriale became more juvenile J there was ''The Red 
Rovere" for instance, which ran in 11Comic Cuts 11 for years. It was 
written by E. Newton Bungay and he once told me t ha t he had as many 
as nine serials running in various A. P. comics at the same time. An 
almost equally busy companion was H.J. Garrish, usually writing as 
John Edmund.Ford•ych, 

.. The "Wonder" had a more chequered career , it changed its name 
numerous times, appearing as 11funny Wonder", "J este r and •Vonder11, 
"Penny Wonder 11 for instance. ().it standing among its serials was 
Henry T. Johnson ' s famous 11Prido of the Ring" whic h ran for three 
years. 

The final issues were numbered as follows, Comic Cuts, 3006, 
Chips 2997 and Wonder 1760. For a considerable period when the 
paper si tu atio n was ~cute tho papers wero only published fortnight l y. 
The Wonder, of coureo, r1o.s much older for r easo ns already stated , 
that no uld be app a rent by the numbor st at ed above. 

Thero h"ero seve r al comments in the papors on the passing of tho 
thre e 11canics". Thr,.t grand veteran of the s t nge, 83 yonr old 
Br ansb1 flilli c1.ms, undor tho heeding 1'rhe End of an Era 11 in the 
"News of the World" said: -
11Death from natural causes" states th e foreman of the jury. Yes, 

but what · cause? That we.s th e quostion I pondered when I read that 
nover again will a schoolboy be seen reading a copy of "Comic Cute 11 

or "Chips" and "Wondor 11
• Tboso t hree publications - surely as ce l e­

brat ed as 8.Il/f i n the English spooking worl d - <,i.11 be see n no more, 
o:z:cept perhaps as collectors' curios. 
Throusn most of my 83 ye ars generations of boys have grown up ,nth 

them, .. and .. though . th o mmory of _'fleory 1711110 a nd . Tirod . Tim m,:,y. be --·· 
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ueu r od of 1mmortal1 ty, not hing D0\7 romoins but th e inquest and the verdiot." 

Bro.ndaby- thon wont on to rooall etor1 'lB be had re:ld in hia early do.ya, "Tho .Fifth Form at St. Domir.1cs 11 (in tho 1113.0.P." n., doubt), how eagorly he hed awai tod tho next instalm e nt ot "Banlaa,. o l!nrr,y" nnd how ho had met G.A. Benty, his gro nt t nv ourito at tho 
Sa vago Club. 

Tho London "Rocordor" ca:n.monting on ucomic Cut e" makoa tho 
surprising statement that 1 ta success was so pehnan en al that it brought in almost immediately a profit of 1:25 , 000 a year! That waa mone:, in those d~a, equ a l to at least 000,000 tod~. 

We ll I wonder it T.V . Canic which takes their pl a ces wi l l live 
aa long . 

One parting t hought, The three papers otarted with eight 
large -s tor a halfp9=1 they died giving twelve smaller paees tor threepence . A.re the prices we pay tor cherished copi e s ot th e 1184;net, the Gmn and their kind, w:ireaa .onab l e attar a ll ? 

1111 itll*J Jjf--•lffllN llfl'l~- .ffl/f'#trt W .... llttilill::tfQM!l fWI~ 

III CELY P!1l' 

64, Dudley Road , Tip t on , Statto . 
Dear-llerb 9 Sep t . , 1953. Thanks tor welcane l etter of 15 Aug . 

Subs time ro ll s :round agai n so 6/ - P. O. enc l osed tor Cot - Dec ias u es (this is ono of the f9W P811Dents that I mal<e wi th pleaaure)t I note th a t in this month ' s C.D., you aro approaching r etiring age - f11;f oommente bei"6 th'lt as long as you don ' t rotire trca Club aotivities , all will be well! 
Anywo.:y, moro proo r to 7ou r elbow, and very beat wishes. 

fran Sinoerel,Y :,cure , llAT IIBllllm"l'. 
(Thanka Rn:,, I' 11 um to r llo. 200, an:,w~ - B. L. ) 

YORK DUPLICATI!IG SERVICES, 7 TBB SIWIBLES, YORK. 'l'EL, YOB!: 3898. 


