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k._ l'llIQv"l: Dl!~ _J}Jll~ : Readera m 11 see that more space t han 
usual is :;ive n tois c,ont h to the Blakiana Soction . Thero is every 
justification for it, for i t 1a just upon sixty years since tho 
first Sexton :Blake story was published and those "'10 wishe d to do 
so hnd the opportun ity of buJ'ina the latest s tori es on the first 
Thur sday of this month , rem1U·t:able r eoord t o say the least . 
Aotuclly the sixtie th annive r sary ha.a not quit e bee n reach ed, fo r 
that first story 11Tho !!iosing !'ii.llion aire" ap~enred in the "Half ­
ponny J..,,-vel" on December 2oth 1 1893 , bu t th ere's no hana in be ing 
a I i ttlo oar~y, tor t here I s t oo much history to ge t into one issue . 

There is e vory into r estin circumstance conce~ that --- • 
firo t story as old readoro of tho C. D. will remomber . For, time 
and time again the ol d "\Inion Jack" dcolare d tha t it had the 
cred it of publishing tho firs t story in No. 2 of i t s ha lfp enny 
dB3'a, n ctory onti tled just "Sexton Blclc.e, Deteo t ivo 11

, which was 
publishod . D.it tho oditora ,,1, o made that claim "8ro wrong, and 1 t 
was t ho 11 tt l o C.D. whioh r,cs able to prove how much tboy wore 
, ,Tong . Tho ro ul cre di t, however, ue nt to the l ate \"/nl tor Dextor, 
t he well known nut h ori t y on Dickon a . J!o uas a l so gre ntl;y int or-
csted in t he histo ry of beys • '7oekliea,._ nnd ono clcy, to,,nrds t he_ 
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end of the <1a:r, he examin ed the firs t volumo of t he "H~l fp onny 
Marvol" in th e Bri ti eh Mu so um. There he found that i/o . 6 eJld mo 
othe r Blrlco yarns , Jlos . 7 and 11. 'ilo .-ere corrosponcins at tho 
tir.ie and he promptly gavo mo th e surprisinc nec1s . 

!lo. 2 of the ~ "Union Jack:'' did not appear until 4th !lay , 
1894, thus the Uarvel beat it by ove r four months . 

A r emarkable ins t ance of ii;no ran ce on the pa:rt of people at 
Fleetway Bouse , unsn •t it ? Or could it be those connected r.ith 
t he Union Jack did kn= , but u i shing to cl:,im the crodit for that 
paper, kept qui e t nbout the part its elder brother bc.d p l:;yed? 
Woll, I suppose it r:i.11 ever remain nn unsolved mystery . 

Iler., to the other end of the stor:r . l.iany of tlto faithfUl de ­
clare that Sexton Blake 1s really no more Md t!iat tho p:,osent d",7 
eto ri ee ,1hich boar his naoo are t r iwe sties . 

They mey be quite good • tee yarns , but they aro certa inly far 
different to thos o ue knoo in th e hey-d ay of the "Unio n Jack" tthen 
Hamil ton Teed , Gcyn Evans , Rober t i:urrey and others of tlteir k ind 
made the l'Ooms in Beker Str ee t a retll. li ving place . 

As for the present day Tinker, often draun somethin5 like a 
leering third - rate comedi&.'"'l t e ll ing a not so nice story, well he 
puts t hose who knot1 t he old loyd, loveble Tinke r al.clost into a 
state of apop l exy . 

Still , vi thal its a remarkable record and in th e oomiJlg months 
our Blake historian , Falter ~ebb, will be telling you a lot abou t 
it, Md on another page you will see a list of authors who have 
bee n paid chequeo for writing Bl ake storieo. Ev-on allom.ng for 
those who hnvo r.Titt en under more than one nr.mo, tbore 1s well ovor 
100 of them . !lo othe r oh<ll'cct er of fiction er.-, clclm c. record 
rer.iote l y approaching that . 

* * * * * 
ANOO'llFR CHA!IGE: A few months a;io "lll akiana" char-sed hands , now 
comes the turn of t he "11elson Lee Col won" . It ;;oes r:ithout se,y ing 
that one accepts Bob Blythe • s r esienation 171 th reclly sincere 
regret (he will be telling you r,by he i s doing so hiroool f ) . For 
years he has kept the fl ag of t he Leeiteo flyin g , et one period ho 
held the pass , with li ttlo support , a;rtlnst heavy odds . Of late , 
reinforco monts have come to the r e sc ue, evon so Bob fools ho must 
giv e up his command. 
--- For tune.toly the ro• s an oxperienced _1i cu to nant _willinc to __ tal:e 



·--·-············--··········- ·--··---··--···--·····--········-( 324 ) ···-·--·-·-··-·-···--- ·--------·-----·"""--"·-··· ··--· 
over - Jock \7ood. He is well tr !'ine d in Nelson Lee lor e, and 
possesses n11 extensive CI'l!!Oury. I am sure he '7i ll be be.eked up by 
the rank an«! file. And. the re ' s this about it - he 1 e near enough 
to bo31" th e r eport of r;zy guns if eve r ho doesn 1 t de live r tho 
,;oods . !Ive nn idea. t holl6h that I shon 1 t use CIUCb arrmunition . 

You, vo earned many medals , Dob. Int o the brea.ch, Jack! 

* * * * * 
BIJ.L liARTIN: AB pr<l"1ised Bill is featured on our cover this mont h, 
just ns he :,.ppenred in the London I E'rening iTowa 1 16th Sept, , le.st , 

The 46 •!.!:igneta ' he roquiree · to complete his collection are : -
908-9, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30, 40, 46, 47 , 50, 51, 58, 59, 
71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84. 
1011- 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 27, 28 , 29 , 30, 32, 34, 35, 36, 89. 
1130, 

Bil l h.-w hel ped m.~111' of you to f i ll gaps, eo I Ml sure you 
rrill return t :io coinplimont if you cnn. 

* * * * * 
-~~: L.."'..st month I told you I we.a sure Bob VJbiter was 
goinG to m..".ke " fine job of the Annue.1 cover . l'lell , he htts , He 
h.~• tlr= , skilfully , t ho f er.turea of the big four - Frr.nk 
Richerds, C. E. Cba;;,mnn, .C. S. Brooks end Eric Pc.rker, :,.nd I've just 
got Mother s!-:otch from him for i!'lside, showing some popular 
P.ll.:!:lil ton charo.cte!'e . 

lfnrry ~ooer hurried back to Spain and there stnrted pounding 
~is typo\7riter . liot only Bl Me fans ,:ill adoiro the reoult of the 
r:ork the i,cmbora of t he S.B. Circle h::ive put in , 

Yes, L~doed, all goes 11011, but there ere still somo laggc.rds 
, ,.here orders nre concerned . ?let'.se l e t me r epent th.."'..t it is 
c;ettin e impero.ti ve th:-.t ! cr:.n h::-.ve :on iden bow m:ui.y t.9 ordar soon . 
If I es ~tim.~t e too f e11 it•s 50in 5 to be ex,.sperc.tingJ if too many 
lc avin a some on my hnnde, ,,ell nt hn.l f- r.,...gu.L"'l.oo. a timo it 1a going 
to be a se riou s W1.tter for me. And, I don 1t t"."Mt to be uro etling 
, ti th t:io 1'i7ho I s ~'ho 11 nt t he l nst moment, '1i th the dnnger of some­
one baing missod . 

:iTO\: you 'l l relieve my .uuiety, "WOn' t you? 

Yours sincerely , 

HERBERT LDC!@iDY, 

• 
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BL4J(JRJVB 
Conducted by J0SEPH1NE PAC!OU.11 

271 Archdale Road, F.aat Dulwich 1 London , S .E.22. 

'Ibis month is indeed a •special • one in the hist ory of the 
Colleotor • o Digest , and for two very good reasons . Firstly because 
aur editor , Herbert Leokenby, by kind l y alloo a ting all the ertr a. 
pages to this sec ti on, has made tbia issue of Blakia.na. the 
lengthiest in the whol e of its career1 a.nd secondly becaus e 
Bl akia.na itself cele bra. tes Sexton Blak e I e Diamond Jubilee. 

I lllUBt say I fee l highly honoured by ha.ving these extra P"<l"s, 
a.nd it is my sincerest hope that the contents will meet with your 
approval . 

Walter Webb's article i s actual l y a three - part one, comprising : 
l . The Firs t Twenty Years 
2 . The Palmy DS¥s of Sexton Blak e 
3 . The Decline of Sexton Blake 

As, homiver, each pa.rt is complete in itself, the second and 
third pa.rte can appear at the beginning of the llew Year li'i thout 
breaking 1be oontinui ty. 

Next month , a.mong oth er things , " " shall have something wit h a 
Yuletide fl avour. 

I eha ll be glad to hear from r eaders ca to your opin i on of 
this isouo am Blakiana gene rally - and don I t forget , I ue lcoma any 
ori ticisme and euggeetions for future programmes. 

* * * * * 
SIXTY Y"...r.RS OF SEXTON BLAKE 

By Walter Webb 

*"* lEU• The Fi re t Twenty Yea.rs 

JOSI:l PACXl4AN. 

It was exactly 60 yea.rs a.go that t he now world-famous nane of 
Sexton Bl ake appeared in pr int for the fir s t ti.me, and for tho l a.st 
48 years , without a break, the thrilling adventures be has under­
gone in all parts of t he world in his fight against orime has en ­
deared him to milliona . To have survived t he first rn>rld war 't1as no 
mean feat 1 to come thro ugh the second and most disastrous conflict 
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of all, uhat time nearly ·e.11 the other weekliee 11nd oontblies were 
going out of circu l ation , 11as proof enough of tho onomous popu­
le.ri ty be bad built up during the preceding yeers. 

It was a modest little story that first ever edventure of 
Sexton Blako, comprising no moro than 15, 000 or 16,000 t10rds in 
length, uri tten by n man named Blyth for the ¥. l.!ARVEL, and po.seed 
for publice.tion by its editor , e. forc eful, go-ebeed young man, 
nOJ11ed Somers J. Summers. Harry Blyth, an already 8891"8 author, a 
round-faced, rat her sleep;y-looking gentleman, thick-set, with a 
scrubby, dark moustache, was the man who gave Blake to the world. 
Quit e a good writer, ho died in the very early da,ya. 

Blake appeared spasmodically, same times in the P88"S of the 
llARv:.L, but more often in the Ul!IO!I JACK, which paper eventually 
became his om,, a,d in 1895 l'T. Shaw Rao t ook over from Bl;yth. Shaw 
Rae, r,boao real nace was Troet on , was a cheery little man, fai.r­
hairo d, wit h a · bi g m:matacbe and aide-boards. A happy slave to the 
nicotine ha bit, it was rarely, indeed, th a t he was seen without a 
ci «arette between hi s lips. 

Authors who followed Shavt Rao as Blake chroniolere were, in 
the order of th oi r eppearnnce ne follows: Arnold Grahame (U . J. 
llo. 72), Jlslton \:hy te (No. 75t and Her bert l.la:mell (110. 82) . In • 
}lo. 147 Shau Rae introduced e. Ch inese boy named 110 ... 1ee as assistant 
to illake, e.nd tho littl e Cel e stial fii;ured in about a dozen adw n­
tur os . The sixth U .J. author to wri to of Blako uas a t:ian nemed 
Campboll B,.,mn, then follocod Paul llo=ing, Mark Darran, Perc ival 
Cooko, and Aloe G; Poe.rsan, the latter bringing in his oun charao-
ter, l!.u:r1ell Grey, the sen detective, to wark in harness wi th 
Sexton Blake . 

\''hen, at fiw o 'cl ock in the nft.irn ocn on October the 11th, 
1899 t he i>rmed foroes of two Boer Re ub ico set to oi>r.-;ir out th eir 
threat of B1toeping the E,,-i;lish from South Africa i.>lto the sea a,d 
so began th e Boor 11i>r, it mie;ht be expected that Blake r.ould soon 
be dr8lm into the conflict. But, as a matter of fact, ver;r fev, 
Bl:,.k:e stories 11ero published during that savage campal.8Jl, and in 
nono of thom did his authors sh0\7 any inclination to dr aw him into 
it. As fo.r as t he Boer V!n.r rras concomed, tho plane of Presidont 
Stephanus Paul us Jolu:nnos Y..rueor, the evi l genius of that epoch, 
h:id no intorforon oo at tho hmda of Sexton Bleko , uhilst those 
fomous· Briti sh gonore.ls, Lord Roberts nnd Lord Jatchener , =ong 
oth cr•, .... sct no met orial ... bcnofitJrom . e_Blcl<o.m,rkinLJohin d the •• 
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ac eno a in the int erest of hie cou..Y"J:try. 
For a period of neP.rly t\70 years, Iilnk:c WllS not fcC'.turod 1..-,1 

th e UNION· JACK1 then in Octob er 1904 Alec G. Pearson brou ght him 
kck , nnd, t. ,o issues later, Hor bert Maxwell introduced Tinker for 
t he first t ime. · Bloke nro began to e.ppoar more r egular l y Md from 
th o 25th October , 1905 he began his unbrok en run in t he pages of 
tho 1/llIOll JACK. !.!ore authors begnn to enter t ho o.renr. of Ble.ko 
v,rit ers, the four most regular contributors being YI. 1!urrn.y Graydon , 
uho car.ie across frcm the Unite d Stntes, 1Ja.rk Darr::m, who in troduced 
Mr. Spec.ring, of Scotlr.nd Yard, Horb ert l.lrumoll and Beverley Kont . 
Tb.on th e r e uas Michae l Storm, still an unsolved myatory whore Bloke 
is concern e d., , ,ho is k:norm t o havo rrri tten qui tc a. good nwnber of 
stories . Stonn suddenly disappeo.r~d in myste ri ous circum st ances , 
and r,~s th en 11ghosted 11 for by G. H. Teed , uhoae sty lo of r.Ti ting tn•.s 
simi l ar to storm ta arm. When St orm's den.th rms e st r.blished , Toed 
came into bis o":'m, and al though he i."'ltroducod Yvonne anonymously, 
stories under his Oi7n na:ne appeared at intervals in othor period ­
icals . Horbert Ma.xr;ell , a good m-i tar, rrho rrroto some ver-J road ­
abl o sto:r i os, dropped out of the UNION JACK in 19o8 , a,ith, accord ­
i ng to my lists, nin e t een Blake yarns to his credit , his pl ace 
being taken by Alla."l Bla ir , rrho mado his dobut that same yoar . 
Lobangu and Sir Richard Losely appeared occas i onally; thoy rrero 
popular charac t ers of the ea rly da;rs, and uorc j oined by George 
Marsden PlUIIIIlor, r,ho ma.do his bar: in January 1908 . A curious point 
abou t that firs t story t1as tho f ac t that, al though an odi torial 
a."lnouncemont r:as made t o tho effect tha t Plummer r.ould bo app oering 
again vory shortly, it t1as eightoo n months before uo hoc.rd Myt hin g 
more about him. Then , on th e 24th July , 1909 , ho appoa.rod in en 
exp l oit, enti tlod Ill Di::ADLY GRIP, in r;hic h Sir Ri che.rd Losoly mado 
a br i o f appoarenco . fut i t ,,as not tho Plummer no gro •.7 to k.no,;- in 
later yccrs 1 ho ,..,. • . not tho bi g , pcr,1crful , boerdod ville.in of tho 
first rrorld u u de.ya, end no mention r.ns m{'.do of his nr.il - bi ting 
habit, o.nd tho curio us tray his oyos gloc, cd a bnloful gro cn rrhcn 
El18'0r suffu sed him . Cle e.rly , t ho mM r1ho t :rot o tho so first t\'JO 

Pl umno:r st ories n.nd \":ho doubtless, cror.t cd th o ch~rt'..ct or , ,7 :,..s not 
th e SeJ!l O individucl as he tJho chronicled th e l citc r onos . I have e. 
stro ng theory t ha t t he mM who first brc ue ht Plummer into conflic t 
with Blake was Lerris Carlton , one - time editor of the UNIO!f JACK, 
and BOYS I J OURllAL, and th at he relinquished his monopoly of the 
'"'""""'"""""'"'-'"'"''- '"'"""''"'"""'"'""""""""'''""'"'"""'"'N"l,Hl"''"'"""'A"'' ..... , ..... , .... ,., ......... ,,,, .. _, , .. ~m"" "°"'" ''''" " '' ' ''' '"'" "" '"" 
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cha..ro.cter ul:.en, owing to tho erea t popularity of the stories which 
foatu r ed hi..1, it s;a s decided to star hie in PLUCK and t he B0YS1 

J C'UR1!A'J a s ,·iall . John Bobin , later knovm as ~k Osborne , then 
took ove:.- Plummer on behal f of the UNIO!I JACK, J.lar!c Darr an wrote 
about h i.n for PLUCK, and Lewis Carl ton continued to r elate his 
exploi ts against· llla.'<e in the BOYS' JOURJIAL. Carlton, despi t e his 
edi tori nl duties, 0~1ce found time to appear i n a film featuring 
Sex t on Blah, ,ml h is name appears in the cas t as playing the part 
of TL'll-::er, which po i:its t o t!ie fact that he must ha ve bee n a very 
rotm J mrui at t;io time . 

J.fter October 1909 , I cannot trace any more storie s by Bever­
ley !:cnt, so it is !)ro bab le that he dropped out during that year , 
a retir c:r.ent ,mi ch l eft the mrrmJ JAC!: n lot poore r, for Kent , a 
l ively , convinc i.Y1z ,.Titer , rmo , in u~r opi:iion, t he bes t of all t he · 
ver: ear l y con t ributors . In his hJ.rrls Dlak.e nas a · bio , genial man, 
Jr~-nful of e:1err.;::r a.ntl wit, 1:1in!r:er n ha!>PY- t -O- l ucky , harum- scnrum 
schoo l boy t y pe . 

'f.10 year 1910 can almost be de scribed as \.'. k.\trrc.y Grayclon 1 s 
::eo.x, for no less thnn a thU~ d o-:? "the stories of 3lnke publ i shed 
c r11a f ro:a hi s pen du.rLvic:; th3t peri od . George Maro de n PlurnmAr, 
so r~eti: .1es in nl l iru.ce wit h cno t her shady cha.rncter named John Jfarsh, 
(;i:!VO :?lt-.ke quite a wa.-rr.1 time dm.·ing tho s.:une year . 

1911 is no te wortl1t f o:..• the roeson th:,.t A.."ldrew :ru:rrey c~e on 
t he acene , .:md introduced Count Ivor Cnrln.c nG an enemy to Blclce 
t he i'o llo\<in g yeo.r . The second half of 1912 """' tho det oct:.ve in 
continuous notion ng:-.i ilat PlWJmor and Cu l ac ; r.nd then an entirely 
new not e ,n ... s soun.lcd i::1 Ill clre 1 s c.ctiviti es . In Ja.r.uary 1913, the 
glamorous :hdemoiselle Yvo1me Cr:I:Je t v pit her ferainine uiles 
aga inst the r:iachin.:itioj:a of tr.c mo!'"l who had been responsib l e for 
tho death of h.or f at'1e1·, and,- con sequently, a.;o.in.at Sexton BJ.eke , 
r:ho oou{;bt to r estrain ho r from her e;ri::1 purpose . II°"' Yvonne ' s 
first foe l ings of lmtred t O\':a.rds Rl ake , w:10n he foil ed her et;ain 
r.nd a.tinin i:1 her i ntentions , end how t hat h:?. tred turned gr a.dual ly 
into :,. great r espec t, e.nd finnlly, l ove, f or the grim, dete r mined 
det ect i \·e , and. hov.• th~t deep affoc ti on wr.s r ociprocr. t ed , yet 
reluctc..,tly spur:1od , w:!cn Bl:..ke put his c.?.reer first , has bee n told 
in raany a. thrilling i\Ild hum..;.n ep is odo . 

Thre e weeks after Yvonne ' s introductio n cru,1e Dr . Hurton Rymer, 
t ho bi z , bearded adventurer , who ~avo :g1ako mn:zy o. rou&h house in 
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all parts of the glo be . Rymer was a great character; crook tho ugh 
he waa he at once excited the sympathy of bis r eader by reaso n of 
hie sterling qualities, U:>liko Flummer, who was thoroughly bad, 
Rymer hed certain scrupl e s, and fou ght in accord,.nce with them. 

In Ju.ne of th e same year, Prince V:'U Ling, of the Brot herhood 
of tho Yell ow Bee tl e , brou ght yellow men,.ce from the East, end now 
Blake I a ammies began to assume very f ormidn.blo proport i ons . It is 
still 1913, and that 13th year did begin to look lil:o proving 
Blake ' s un l ucky numbe r, for one month later still anothe r bad hat 
came elong to furthe r harass him , alreedy ovenrorked th ough he was . 
This time it nas the stunted fram e an! bi g , bald heed of Professo r 
Keri which thrust themse lv es into Blake • s province; and then to cap 
it all, no less a person than Ma=ell Scott had to b rin g in another 
adve rsar y, to make the odd s against Bl clce quite over11helmin g . This 
time it was the Scorpion, end n0\7 Blake , ha.rd-presse d , ond denied 
the services of >ir . Spear in g, rrho had dr opped ou t of the stories, 
could have r:isbed for the invaluab l e services of bis close friend 
end fellcm-investigator, llelson Lee, of Gro~' s Inn Road . But , 
after the case of Tbe Winged Terro::i:, :Blclce and Lee had gone their 
different ,mys , and Blake had to rely on pr~cticclly t he sole 
assistance of Tinker . 

Bl clce I s cup of bi ttern ess must have ov cr floi;n :;hen just be for o 
tho end of t ho year anoth e r of the crook fu. t orni t y crossed h i s 
pat h . l!ee t na<: Henri Garock, kna<m to t ho Underr:orld e.s The Snake. 

The first fnint rumblings her aldin g t he b it t er conflict tha .t 
vms soon to spread such chnos end indescribabl e mis e ry throu ghou t 
llirope cou ld be felt "" Bleke cont inue d his onsl aug,it r..gainst this 
fresh r:ave of crime r:hich had been thrust upon soci e ty . Even then 
nerr adversnrios st reamed into the c.ren&. 1."!e met Aubrey Dext e r, tho 
gentleman crook; t he big crime orge.nisntion lrnom1 ns tho Council 
of Eleven ; and Ezrr. Q. !lt>.itlo.nd, E'.nd his wife , :~:--.thl c en, kno:.n as 
Bror.dra;y Kato . The Hon . John L..'1,;;liss, lat e r knorm r.s Ln::iloss, c~e 
along , but in his case t he issu e uas ve ry di ffere nt ; he ca.me to 
aid Bl ,.ke, not to fight him. 

The Keise r, rrho had appeared in sev eral U:iIOtr JAC!C stories, 
P.nd hn.d been pai nted in co l ours oth er than those he de served by one 
01· tuo Bla.ko £Utho1· H \7ho ~<" h~ArtA WA'T"O mor e generous than truthful , 
nc,a beoeme an object of derision and scorn as tho clouds of uar 
grort ominously bla ck a.'ld the fooli.ng t hat n military uphoe.v nl rrn.s 
............. ,~,. ................................................................................... ~ .............. _,.,, ................................................................................................... .. 
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nm; inevit:-.b l c be e~ r.. s tr Mglcho ld. Nc.turnlly, ., hon the storm 
did bro:ik, :; o c.-.mo in for n spnto of tinr-storios .. 

First [IJOOng 3lnke r.uth or s to join up :-:c.a Nom~ n Goddr.rd , r:-ho· 
::rote tmdcr t he ps eudonym of ?.b.rk Dc.rr:m . A good so l dier , he ::cs, 
unhc.ppily , never to re t urn to th e surroundings in 17bic h be l ovod to 
ro run. 

Dcs;,ito t ho '7c.r , there we.a no paper saortc.go c.t first , c.nd 
doubl c - nwnbers continu ed to be issu ed i n the UHirn; JACK, ~d i:n 
1915 t he SEXTCN JJW:;.; LIBRARY mo.de its c.ppec.ro.nce, As the d.::ys 
clie:'..d were to OOcoI!lo .:-. te rri bly grim :-.nd nnx ious pori od , so , too , 
nore t!ic~ desti ned to i>o th o pr e lud e to r.n or.-.. in which tho Sexton 
Bl :'.kc stories enjo yed n popul.i.rity never bcforo r.chi cved in tho 
P.or ld of fict i on .. Dl:\k e ' s s tock ..-ms rising to dizzy hei ghts; hi s 
i;rip on the ir.lc.g-ln ntion of hi s public 011,s eve r ti ght ening . Tho 
bost stori e s of his ~vonturos ,,e r e yot to come - r-.s ye t tho 
Crimin 0ls I Confodcrc..t i on , Loon X:estrc l, Wcl.do, 7...cni th - nll of 
thooo t:oro unlcri.orm; but soon to mclce their bO\r in a lon g succoss ion 
of popul f'.r ot orios, ~nd so begin ,:rh:-.t u il l bo lcriorm in t ho second 
pr.rt of th is a.rticlc "" THE PA.U.!Y DAYS OF SID'.TON BLAKE. 

* * * ·:t * 
LI ST OF SEX';'ON BLAKE AUTllORS 

by JlERllERT LECICS!IBY 

*** 
Tho foll er.rin g is e list, 120 i n n'llr.lber, of au t hors ubo have 

, iri t t en Se:cton Blak e sto rie s . They havo b oon got together afte r 
yea.rs of ros oarch . In a fa n instanc e s authors t:rrotc Wldor rnoro 
t hon ono naa c; · th o so nro i ndicated Cy figuros in br ~ckots . 

AB; in t ha oarly yGa.ra, t ?lo a torios t1.oro usually tr.ri t .ton 
anonymoi:.sly, it is possi b l e t horo mcy hnv o boon others . In any 
cvqnt it i s a rc mn.rkabl o list . 

E. Alie.s ; D.L. J\oos; r.. Cout ts Armour (1); John Ascott 1 
AllM Blair ; Lest or Bidst on ; Harl'y Blyth (2) ; St ophon Blak oaby ; 
St~c ay Dl!lk c ; Lndbro lr..c :Sln.clq John :Br onrl o:r; J ohn E. Brr.ndon; 
r;. Scl\l'lcs Broo ks ; L, !I, !lrooks ; C:,mpbcll Bro\7nJ T. C, Bridgoa; 
Coutts Bris onno (l); Inuis Britte..,,.v ; Gore.ld Bo,m nn; E. Harcour t 
Burr"-80 ; Gilber t Cllc st or; John Cro :,s oy; Lo17is Cr.rlton 1 B, Clcvo rton ; 
L\J(;:l Cl ovoly; Porc i v:-.l Cooko; , izu'k Do.rron; Arnol d De.vies ; T.G • 
..... - , .......... , .................. ,,,H,-IN"' '"""""'~"'' 0'•"-"'""" .......... - .......................... , ... , ...... ., ... , .... , .... .,.,,,,..,..,, .. , ............... ,~ ..... ,, ..... ,- ... ,, .. .,, .... - ...... , 
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Do<71111g-l>!ai tla nd 1 Sidn a:, Dro,, (3); Coorgo Dil;,ot ; John Drw!IDOnd; 

llsur io a B, DiJ:J L.C , Douthm1it a; Erno et nidlo:,1 Alfrod Edg:irJ W , J • 

Elliott ; 'f11ltor .Elit1erds1 Gia:,n EvansJ C. V. Froat1 V. Freml in; llartin 

Fraz e r, Anthon:, Fbrd1 R. F . Foatsri Willi,m ldurr a,y Grqdon ; S . S . 

Cordon I Cliff ord Gates I IIJrlton Gregor:, ( 4 h Ric herd Coyne ; Uaxwell 

Grant1 Arnold Grah ame; Ceoil Ha, ter 1 Paul He=ing; H. Gregor:, Hill 

(4h Rex Hardinge; John Hunter (5h c. llalcolm Hinclco; R. L . 

Hadf ield; D. t. Huddleston ; A.S. Hard:,1 Stant on HopeJ Stephen Hood 

(6)1 R. Howard1 E. Holmes ; Lewie Jackson (6); Warwiclc Jardine; 

Beverley Kent1 Hilary Kin&; F . Lelland ; Derek Long; Hal Meredeth 

(2 ); Peter l.!eriton (5); Patriclc Morrie1 Robert l!UITll:fl G, Andr<3W 

lo!urr11¥J Edgar Joyce Murra:, (3 h Herbert l.!a:lwell; D. l,lacluire; 

O. llar land1 l.!ark Osborne, W. J . Ps esingba.m; J . H. Pent elow; Alec G. 

Pears on ; Uichael Poole1 Barr/ Perowne; Anthon:, Parsons; Arthur 

Pat e r son; John Purle:,1 A.J. Palk ; D. H. Parr :,; Piene Qui roul e1 

W. Shaw Bae; Geor ge E. Rooheate r ; Heney st. John ; Maxwell Scott; 

Christopher Stevens ; F, Addington S;yt,onda; Michae l Storm i Ant hon:, 

Skene; John S:,lvestor 1 Joseph Stamper, Richard St andi sh 1 Donald 

Stuart, S. G. Sbaw1 Redle:, Scott i G, Hamilton Teed; H.Vi. 'l\eymanJ 

Horman T11¥l or 1 Wal tor Tyr er, H. Townlen Paul Urquhar t J W. P, 

Vicker:,; Reginald Wr11¥1 Cedric Wolfe1 Reid 1'1bitley ( 1 ); T .C. 

WignnllJ Stanford Webber ; D, Woodmen; John w. WbewayJ Mel to n Vlhyto. 

* * * * * 
THIS IS SEXT0ll BLAKE 

b:, DEREK FORD .... 
1n those far-off dn:,s when the editors of the •Union Jac k ' and 

1 Det ective Weekly ' allO!Ved their readers sp ace to air their views, 

one 00 0:,oionnlly ceme across a reader des crib111g his first me etin g 

with Sexto n Bl ake . It be111g the occ:,sion of Blake • a Diamond 

Jubil ee , I thought it a, approp riat e t ime to look-up those i ntro ­

ductions and let readers of ' Blaki ana ' hee..r o f some of them , 

A South African first met him in hospi t nl - as did quite c f"" 

others - wher e he was for 3,- ye ars , "Rending about Sexton Blnka 

helped on man:, a m,a.ey hour o f the long dn:,s I le.:, in bed " , he 

lT.l"Ote • 

............ , ... You ... hnve ... probc bl.r .. roed ... o _hundr ed .. ,timea ... of ... Bl cke .... seviJ18 ... ~ .• li fe ... 
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in fiction 1 in f r.ct • • • • • 
Noticin g e. pr.por 1Yitl8 in t he rooduey n mnn step ped off th o pnvo~ 
ment to pick it up . Sano sc,u'folding crashed behind him. Later, 
he rec.d his first Se:.cton Bl3ko story in th e p,3por 1,hi ch hnd prob­
ably sc.vod his life. Again, in F:r:mco during t ho 1914-18 w<ll', n 
soldier hed soroo Blc.ko y=s tuck ed und or hie tunic 17hich dofiooted 
c. rifio bullet firod nt his hoc.rt UJl'7ards thro ugh his shoulder . 

Uontion of tho 1914-18 r.:,r r eminds mo o f th e soldier ubo 
found his 1 introduction 1 on a Gomcn p.o.u. ho uae sonrching . 

'!\:Jo Cnnc.dian moo tings n0\7. Pullin g into c. r e.ilm,y st at ion , 
our c orr os pondont throi.7 his noosp3por out of th o tlindor. on to the 
plc.tfor..i. He must lu,ve made a hit for, just as th e train was 
stc.rting aua.int someone tossed back a. bundl.o of 11Un1on Jacks' t o 
•r elieve t he nonotony of my journey•. Another, during o. blizzard 
at Calg<ll'y, · Alberta., rescued e man fro m e anoml:r:'.~. Bt>Ck ,.t the 
r:mc h-house, seekin g to identify him, he found a copy of a Sexton 
Blclce pape r in his rucksack. 

"Railwcy". Tho.t reminds me of tho wri tor who· found hi s fir s t 
copy in a deso l ate Dcwnshire rnil',my wai tfag-room, and ano ther who 
bought his from the bookstall of a smo.11 hill station fa India . 

flnother South Africnn wrote th nt his mother, back in England, 
alwnys sent him e. cake she he.d kked hers elf on his birthdcye. !lo, 
t he ccl<:o didn't include his ' L-ltroduction• but th e pncking o.t the 
bot t om of tho box did . 

One ,:riter actually re ceived his 'first• from the editor of 
th e lle lso n Loe Librc.ry . Unfortun nt el y he does not tell us ,;,hetl1er 
it influenoed a. transfer from Gray's Inn Road to Baker Street or 
whether be favoured both . Be L, teNsti.ng to know, nou l dn •t i t? 

Seve r al years aeo I gave n yow1gster his firat c opy from out 
of t he innards of an old se tte e he was watching mo 'inv e stigate' • 
.1.r1rote ·'- beve - eloo been-""foun d.mder ~th:a bedroom 11.no!Ull!. l>liliind­
t he office cupboard; ir. Austr alia , c. Girl CUide r eceived it from 
a :soy Scout; a. nm1sa.gent deliv ered it by mistake, another wcs · 
given it at a cine!!lc i.'bere there wa.s o. troo issue , n."ld, finelly, 
it " "" once u sed t o stop o. boy getting • fresh • wit h a girl in n 
r ailm,y co.rri r.ge - 1he became deeply 1"'11iorsed in it•. 

Jkl\f, hw di d you first mako his o.cque.int:mco? 

* * * * * 
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THE $EXTOi! BLAKE LIBRARY 

The follc,,rlng is nn o:xtract from a letter I have recoived from Gerry Allison : "I find them both completely unreadabl e . So you n-111 have to do rri thout cy rovicr.1e this month11
• 

I am in entire "8l'eement 171th Gerry , nnd purely for the sake of records bore o.re the titlos : 
No. 297 . The l,lyetory of tlio Arab ~nt . l'iar.dck Jnrdinc . 
No. 298. Tho Caso of th e Ace Accomplice . VI. Pnssin (Shom. 

* * * * * 

By J . PACK1!JiN 

*** 

J . PAOOWI. 

FART '!WO 

The 'rescu o I is succoosful, e.nd tho trio arc porfoctly nilling to nid Cnrdolo.lc in his la.rtloes schomos . 
In viorr of their previous o:xpl oi ts in Pnris , it CM bo under­

stood that the Tbroo J.1uskot oor s ontor Franco a.s U.."lOetontc.tiouoly es posoiblo. Thenke to tho officiant syetom of tho bootloggo rs Md to tho presence of Cardol e.k ' a ya.cht juet outsido the tbroo-milc 11.mi t 
of tho coast of l111ssachusotts , tboy me.ko e clorn getrn,a;y from Amoric,. . With forged passports they have no difficulty in ge ttin g 
thr0\l8h tho CUetoms at !lavro e.nd go to ground in Per ia, '1horo thoy immodiatoly sot to work to diecovor e.11 they con nbout tho vnrious 
roligioue rolice houeod in tho llotro De.co. Lllllly deye =o sp en t 
visiting tho 170ndorful Cathedral end studyi ng tho tr oe.suroe boforo 
t he orooks bit on a plan 17bicb tboy bops ,:ill succ eed ; but once 
"8'lin they are to fail . 

By one of those coincido ncee r.hich eo often ho.pp,on in ro nl 
life, Blake and 'i'inkor havo rocontly arrived in Paris on p1·1v:,to 
busi.'loss, ond ,;hilst they c.ro strolling ncr.r tho Ce.tbcdrnl Tin ker 
is intrigued to eoo t\":o 1brothore' omcrgo, ono of -.:hom is le.mo Md 
r.alko wkT:nrdly o:itb th o nid oft= sticks . Bo r cm:u-ks to Blako 11tbnt•s tho first tioo I havo ovor soon n lcmo monk". Tho intoro::st erouscd in him by this unusual sight croat os c dasiro to visit the 
llotro Demo. This is tho ae.mo afternoon tho Tbro o ~skctoors br.vo 
chooon to moko their burglc.rious re.id on tho trce .suros at orocl 
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thoro , r.nd it subsoqucntly tr:,nspiroe thnt th o t\-10 ' monks ' ero 
AJ.1,Y Somorto::i end Rogcic Fothcrston . 

lllo.ko r.nd Tinkor join r. party of touris ts, but <1hon they 
nrrivc .::?.t tho Sibord Ch.."\pcl, r:horo tho i~ns tr r.nco is usually on 
vie:: , thoy ro~liso thc.t something unto ,i=d he.a bo.pponod . On opon­
i:1g tho cht.po l door t ho p rioet in charge immodi eto ly ronliscs o.r> 
outr"-6-oous theft he.a occur cd , r.nd :,t once notifies tho police . Al l 
tho tourists e.ro do~'\ined, inclu ding Blrke r.nd Tinlcor 1 but they 
nrc roco!;llised by t ho Profoct of Police , ll . 1"puis , as soon as ho 
=i.rrivos from thu Surot e . :Bl clco1 s ho:p is requested, Md ho and 
Ti.n!cer r.t once sot ~bout m.."'.kin« enquiries . In the ooureo of their 
investiac.tions, whilst u e.iting for lll "\kc to return to tho hotol 
!llld givo hie instructions, Tinker whilos ~ey th o time by r or.ding 
r. copy of c. P~is ovoning p~por . Ho comas r.cross ~ very intoroot­
:i.,1z itcr., which seys tkt th e ste:,m yncht SULTAl!, 01mod by tho 
l!IUl ti-oillion:uro :~~thct1 Cc.rdolcl< , hr.d ret= od to !i.~vro nJ'tor :, 
cruise in tho J:orth t.tlc.ntic . 

Jjor1 Tinker , boing nu nstute young fellow nnd remembering the 
r ocer.t trouble he Md .Bloke hc.d encountered in J\!norion some time 
before , decides th:,t lll:ike OIJ8ht to know ebout the appocrr.nco ot 
tho yacht . He k:,ow that tho Three Jhla.'ceteers hod escr.pod c.nd 
guessed they '7ero on bee.rd t he· SULT,lll. He points out tho p:,r~ 
crr.ph o.s soon ns Dl cke nrrivoa , and botweon them they c.ro nblo to 
work out just hon the crooks hevo O!lrri cd out t ht the ft . Tbero ­
nf t er tho y kl10t1 it o:o:,ns :, qu ick ch nso o.ftcr the !.lu.sketoors , 1f 
thoy nro to r,rovont them from getting the booty e.bot\rd the y::,ch t . 
'i':loy discover thc. t }.rchio Phorison hr.a eono dOlm tho ri vcr on n 
bc.rBO c,hich , nppc.ront l y , tho throe crimin::,ls ero using ns c 
tompor:,cy homo. Bl:uco socuroa tho uso of n J>017orful polico launch 
to give cll:i.so, ~d n.ccompr.niod by Tinkor, :u:. fupuis and somo 
pioked mon, sot off domr 1:ho Scino ' 1n plll'lruit. Oi'ily perflor · 
success comes to him , for eltbougll , nfter e fieroo gun bat tl e, he 
is ablo to board tho b<U"ge and recovo:- the stolen troasurc , the 
Threo lluokctoers once again olude· him . RcgJio Fotheraton , aftor 
strL'd.'1e dotm Tink er in tho fight, IInll"-e<>B to osc epe BCrose country 
:,nd eng:-.sea " cc.r to t.."lko hie to tho con s t boforo tho huo and or;r is bro:,dcnst . ,lrohio Fhorison end ,Ug;y Sooorton also ouoo oed in 
(;Ottinc a,.1ay, l envi ~.g Bl cko unconscious on tho river bc.nk. In n 
smcll vi ll cgo th oy stor.l a cc.r nnd ovontunlly ronch Hnvro jus t 
:,.hand of tho . polioo 1 nnd__J;oi.J1/!.. r.boc.rd. the . SULTAN are soon on thoir 



we.y to se.foty. But onco nga in Se:1:ton Blok e ha.s f o il ed their plcns, 
Md th oy determine to I got I hi:m tho no:,:t ti:mo ho crosses thoir 
pnth . For th o time being Blak e is Mt i sf i cd tru, t ho he.a Che.sod 
tho trio out of France, but gives Tinker the credit for so doirl8, 
as it woa Tinke r's curiosity at seeing the 'Crippled l!onk' le aving 
the Notre De.me 1Vhich had rec.Hy started the inve stigetion. 

The Three Musketeers or e now dofini t e l y workin g under tho 
patronago of Cardolak, who has no more consci onc e than tho murder ­
ous trio when soaking to obtain possessio n of any trcasur<> 17bich 
might tcl<:e bis fancy . After their l ast venture in Franco, thoy 
return to Americe in Ca.rdolnk I s · yacht, whor e ' go to ground I in the 
mil li onaire I s mansion in Boston , the r e to r omain l'lhilo tho _y plan 
h01V to obtain access to tho colle cti on of je'<7els which havo rocont­
ly boon off or od for sal e by t ho Govornmont of the Caspian Ropublic . 

These jewels, onoe the property of tho old Russian Government and 
valued at t20 , ooo , ooo, have been brought to London by the Caspian 
represents ti ve , Among th<D is a wonderful jewelled Globe of tho 
World , and it is this globe upon which Ca.rdol ak has cast greedy 
eyes, He is weal thy enough to buy the globe, but such is the 
natur e of the ma.'l tha t he prefe rs to empl oy the Three J.:ueketeers 
and acquire the je.,el by illegi ti:mate means . The full story of 
this episode is related in U. J . llo. 1083 "The Quest of tho Jewelled 
Globe". 

Ca.rdolak sends a f ormal agent ostensib l y to purchase tho 
globe, but under cover of this normal proce dur e tho Threo l4uekot­
oers make their own arrangements , which result in tho murder of 
thro o men. Howovor, all theso pl ans go astray, as tho murd..ors 
bri ng So:J:ton Blake on to tho scono. Blake gots to work in his 
usual way and ovontua lly traces tho throo rogues . Ho catchos up 
wit h them at Southampton, but they manage to go t abcar d tho SULTAN 
which has boon sl owly stoaming along th o Channol , Blako docs not 
intond to l et them oacapo again , and ho canmandoors e coaste.l 
pa t rol - bent in "hi ch to pursuo th o yacht, Unfo r tunntoly tho 
vo ssola aro now in Fr anch wntors, and in rosponso to an S.0 . S, f or 
further aid, French polioo orrivo and Blake has to hend th o trio 
ovor to thom. Knowing thoro ar o aevornl chergos ngninst them in 
Fr e.noo, Blake mc.kos up his mind to aoo th r.t th o trio ere oxtraditod 
t o England, th oro t o stand tho ir trial for r.iurdor. Tho jcwo ll od 
globo . is Jound .. on ... board __tho_:)!'Mht, .. end ,.Blcl<:o ,hc,s ,. joont •d ,.P• _337). ,_ ... 
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(cont ' d from p. 335). 
tho ""'tiafaction of hendi.n8 it ovor to Scotl,lnd Yo.rd. It is thoro 
that the globe 1a axam1ned. Cc presaing a d1'1mond stud "t the 
peek of the Himalayas , the globs opens and its secret is revonled . 
It i s a gient diamond , before which the Koh-1-nor, the Cullinan or 
the Orloff pale into inaienifioanco. It wc.s this for which lolnthew 
C.-.rdolek he.d plotted end fr.lied . 

'111 th the Three Muske tea r s onoe again in the hands of the 
police, l!l ske hopes they will get their deeerts ; but alas, with the 

aid 
0

[,.!tir~~;/j:~tu!:" ~s~:c~n:emo~:;ribed in S. ll. 
Library (1st series) No. 366 , "The !Jystery of the Seine", and 1n 
this s t ory it is, as always, th e trio ' s ruthless 3Dd cold-b l ooded 
murders which bring lllake and retribution on their trail . 

Some yenrs before, Cardolsk had purohasod " seoludod vi l le in 
Poisey, a smell village on the Seine, and it is here that the trio 
go into hiding , From this quiet spo t the Threo llusketeors OO!llllOroe 
a series of d.arill8 outrages which occupy the attention of tho 
French poli ce for eome ti me. These acts of banditry oe11in rl th an 
attack on e. js11eller followed by daring bank ra!._ds, in tho oo=• ­
of which several peo pl e are ca ll ously shot do=, and a oo ll knorm 
banlcer is held-up 1n his o,m apnrtments and cold - bloodedly mur­
dered tiben attempting to resist. 'l!ie affai r of the •robbery of 
Prince Boroeov• finally deoides ». D.ipuis to nalc e.ssiste.nce. from 
Sexton lllake . \11th his usual t horoughness lllllke studies the 
reports of e.11 theae crimes, e.nd then he end Ti nker set out to 
find the authors . In the course of th eir investigctions various 
clues le.ed the.m to the little villege of Poiesy, e.nd it is here 
tha t Tinker is 1he first to discover that tho Three l!ueketeors are 
e.t rorl< agr.in. __ Tinker beoomos invol vod 1n a doe.dly strug e lo . with 
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his ~Vernor ' s' old antagonists . He escapee, howeve r , and is thu s 
able to r eport to Blake that the Three Musketee r s are at the bot t om 
of the r ecent serie s of c r imes in and a.round Paris . .Blake is s:,on 
on their t rail, end once again is able to hand over t ho dospe r a.te 
trio to the Pr ench police , hoping that th i s time the murderous 
c rooks will receive their just deserts . 

* * * * .. 
Report of Sexton Blake Circle Meeting, hel d on SUnday, 27th 
Septooiber, 1953 at 27 , Archdale Road, East ful'7ich , London, 

~ ~--~~~~--~--~- s~,p~~- -- --
Those in attendance were Len and Josie Packman, Charles and 

Olive Wr ight, Ben 'fhiter, llorton Price and Archie Young, 
Deputising for Harry Homer in the chair, Len expl ained that 

Harry had found it necessary to return to Spain earlie r t han waa 
anticipated , He had , however, opent a Sunday with Len , primarily 
for t he purpose of discussin g matters pertaining to th e S.B . C. -
particul ar ly in regard to the Circ l e ' s contribution to th i s ye ar• e 
Collector ' a Digest Annual , All the mate r ial having been checked 
and rechecked , and now he l d by Len , it was handed ove r to Harry f or 
him to edit and fo = ard in due course to Her be r t Leckenby , The 
Ci r cle ' s contribu ti on this year · includes t he work of J . G. Brandon, 
A. Bl ai r, C. Brisbane, G. Evans, c. Hayter and P, Quiroule, plus an 
ar t i cle on I Blake and the Ladies ' , and fUrt her side l ights on A. Scam. 

Charlie V!right, aa Deputy Secretary, read out a letter from 
Bill Colcom'oe uho , unfor t unately, \7as unab l e to attend . Charlie 
said he had also written to Rex Dclphin but had not received a rep ly , 

With a view to the coming yeax, wor k was allocated to those 
present, Progress in reg ar d to this work i s to be reported ( or pr o­
duced if completed) a t the next meeting. 

Date and venue of the next meet ing s Sunday 31 January, 1954 at 
12 Ashburnham Place, Greenl7ich, London, S.E , 10 , 

l'inally , it uae agreed that Sexton Blake en thu s iasts shoul d be 
invited to join the Sexton Blake Cir cle, Subscriptions are 5/ - pe r 
annum, and all app li catio ns should be addressed to l!r . C, T7r ig ht , 
12 Ashburnham Place, Greenv,ich , S . E , 10 , 

LEONARD PACJCUAN, 
(Deputy Chaim an ) 
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J-J 4;1/JJL701Vla!Va 
Compiled by l!ERllERT LECK.EI/BY 

*** 
In view of the Sexton Blake ce l ebr ations it hasn't been poss­

ible to give Hamilt on fo.ns quite as much space as usual, but I .:i.'11 

sure they ' ll accept the situation with good grace . In the not very 
distant future we shnll reach St. Jim's fif t ieth birthday and we 
shall not forget to mark the even t in nppropria.te f nshion. 

Hwever, to come to nearer tho pre sent \76 r.lunys endea.vour to 
give the December number a see.sonnble flavour , so I should like re ­
views of some outstanding Gem and Magnet Christmas number s . \"/ould 
someone oblige? I can give you until November 20th . 

-o Oo--

STRAIGHT F!Hl! THE SHOULDE!!: Here's an int ere sting letter rrhich is 
published just as receiv ed and without comment . 

24 , English Street, Longtomi, Cumberl and , 
Dear Herbe rt Leckenby, Oct obor 12th, 1953 . 

Herewith f ind P. O. value 3/3 in payment for the September and 
Oct ober numbers of t he C. D. re ceived . 

I have jus t beon reading th e Rev. A. G. Pound's THE REl'URlT OF 
TRE HOLIDAY ANNUAL, and I entirely agree r.i th him uhen, referring 
t o BILLY BUNTER'S C'iill and TOl.l t:ERRY' S Olm, Jlo. 5, he says : "»ut uhy 
47 chapters of Grcyfriars and only 14 of St. Jim ' s? Tom idorry and 
D' Arcy are just as attractive as Harry Wharton and Bunte r. The 
atmosph ere of St . Jim's is particularly ch=mine . And, surely , if 
a volume ie called TOM MERRY'S Olm it should not bo ove rl oadod nith 
Banter ." 

Yes, thore is far too much disc ri mination or over l oading in 
favour of Greyfriars, oven in th e C.D. its e lf. Why, for example , 
do wo seldom eee th e front cover of th o C.D. illustrated vii th somo­
thing from tho G;;J,!? Old Gemites will neve r bo per aua.dod t hat tho 
l!AGNET was a better pap or than tho G.EM, or that Harry l'lharton and 
Co. were more loved than Tom Morry and Co. I will go further and 
say that at timoa t horo is moro than a aispicion iJ1 my mind that 
Tom !.lorry ani Co. occupy tho Wa.J:'lllee t cor nor in th o hear t of their 

... croato ... · . ....... Mr. Charlos .)iami l ton ,max' l ike .t o,,bo,,,knO\,m ... as ... Fran!c .................... . 
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Ri chards, but old Gcmi tos will a l ways t hi nk of him as Martin 
Cliff ord. 

The ye ar 1920 sai, the introduction of tho HOLIDAY ANJIUAl, bu t 
when t ho second number appe ar ed, tr1c lvo months lat er, th e titl o 
had ch a.'1.gcd t o th o GREYFRIARS i!OLID!.Y MI IUAL. W',>y??? Do you r o-
n:cmbcr t he ag it ation t here uas among r oad.ors of t ho GEM and 11AGIIET 
;JCTay back r.round 1914/1 5 to have a roa l Tel! HERRY I S WEEKLY e.nd 
GR:YFRliR S F.ERJ\LD published every wock , and t ha t it was on ly t he 
lo.tt c r which e vontunlly r onchc d th 3 bookstall s? Agai n , why??? I 
didn't lik e t his faYouring of Groy~.!re f o rty ycr.rs ago , n.nd I 
still don ' t lik o i t . 

"Tho ~tmo spbero of St. Jim ' s is p.'."..rticuln.r l y channing," tho 
:aov • .d. G. Pound s cys . That is vcr..r truo, but docs Ur. Pound md 
ot her s r ocliso thn t much of the ch~ing ntmoaphcr c is due to th e 
o.rt of R. J . J.!a.cdono.l d1 \fhO illust r ~t cd t he Gill for s o t.:tn.ny yctrrs? 
f."ho could portr.:>.~t c. coun t ry summer scen e lik e ho could? Looki ng 
t hroug :, cy old Grl!S of fort y yc o.rs ago , it is n ' t r.lt7ays tho 
stories whic h bring back t ho memor ie s , i t is th o R.J. M~d onru.d 
pi ctu res . 

I suggest tbn t G:,:.\ and HAGNET ill u str.itions might ma.kc a 
good C. D. subject for somebody. 

Lookini; back to my schooldays , spent at n Church of England 
vi l la ge school, I wonder what I had in co mmon wit h Tom !lcrry and 
Co. . ••• o. pc.i r of cloc;s nnd an occo.sional penny for mo, a frmcy 
waistc oc.t Md ml'.ny a "fivnh" for Gussy . 

V!i th good flish os , Yours sinoo r oly , 
ROBERT FARISH. 

* * * * * 
~~UNT ER1.!!__! IRST CASE by FRAl!K RICR_ARDS . CASSELL I S 7/ 6d 

Rovim7od by GmALD ALLIS011 

Three month I s n.go wo had th o pl cc eur e of reporting on the le.st 
1.Buntcr Book 1

, ~d now tbn.t indo f .:?.tig nblo ge nius of Brondstaira, 
our bo l ovod Fr "'1k Richerds , ho.s produc ed yot r.nother - tho 13th 1n 
t he series. 

1/hnt c:w ono s:zy 11J3ill y Bunto r 1 s First Cl'.s o11? To CC'.ll it ' tho 
mixture .:.s before I sounds aomohot1 doro Bnto ry, but why should tha.t 
be so? .An o:::port chof t ,"lkcs prn.ctic.'.l l y the se.mo mato ri nls n.a m 



c:nny cook , but who.t e. difforonco thero is in tho finishod product, 
Tho l!Ul8ic art is in th e. mixing, e.nd wo como up f'rosh to every moal. 

This t a.lo hna tho customnry ingrodionts, thoroforo, including 
plenty of jam e.nd treaclo . A missing • tonnor • a lao figures prom­
inontly in t ho st ory . 

'!'ho villain of t ho pioco this timo is Price of th o Fifth , bu t 
you will never guess who - in my opinio n - is the hero. !!one 
othe r than our old friend, Joe Banks! Not only does he saw Price 
from the sack, displaying a hitherto unsusp ected magnanimity, 
albeit disguised as fear of the police, - but at the end of the 
story he i s still tlO out of pocket . Is this a l oose end, or doe s 
it promise a sequel? I never expooted to hear Joey Banks say, 
"You needn I t rrorr:, about what you owe me - I can wai t 11 • He is 
certainly improving . 

Bunter is in hie element as an emateur detective, and Coker 
adds mightily to the merriment. The Removi tea are there in full 
force, a.-id even Tom Bro,m •s radio ac ts up t o its well e sta blishe d 
character . Yes, you will find 'Billy Bunter ' s Fir st Case • quite 
up to standard. 

Just two spots of criticism . I just oouldn • t BWallow Ysulev ­
erer' a not having heard. of Sherlock Holmes. Fai r do's, Mr. 
Richards. After all , the r e are some new Holmes tales coming out 
this year, and the authors might retaliate by making Watson say, 
uWho • e Billy Bunte r "! 

And what about th e pioture facing page 7 9? 
r ead - "an inky glare into the interior of the 
no cake, or a,ything else of a, edib le nature, 
ae bare as !.!other Hubbard I s. " 

<h that page we 
cupboard revealed 
The cupboard was 

\'/ell , just look a t the illustration oj)posite! '!'here is tho 
great iced cake, staring you in the face. Als o a h~ jam of 
straw erry j8!0J a te n pound tin of bisouits, bread, butter, and 
pickles; a.'ld a plate piled with cooked sa usages, besides otbor 
comestib les dimly se en in the background . Tut - tut , Mr, ~donaldi 

-oOo--

Il!PRESSIONS OF THE "# Glil!" By AilTHONY BAX]:!! 

Much has been written abo ut the Gee! fr oc 191 5 onwards , but 
th e very ear ly st ori e s seem to have been overlooked . Though oo m­

. parati ·;e l y , few .. , collect these. , mmbers .. eeriouslr.i .•urely all""" '""'"""- ·· 
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Hamiltonian readers should try to obt ain at le ast a few, rare 
thou gh th ey a.re, f or the ~ Series of th e Gem formed the basis of 
the great ' NMT Serios '. The ntories themsel ves were , of course , 
roprint od much la t er, but the y were often conde nsed or alt er ed, md 
aJIYf'llY it is more interesting to l ook at them in their ori ginal 
fo rmat . 

Though the se tales ar e very good and very r eadable , I do · some­
how prefer Martin Cli f f ord• s later stori es - chiefly, I th ink , 
because I mis s the series of stories , which were a feature of later 
year s, Ho,,ever , this minor fault obvi ous ly li es wit h the reader, 
for t he boys of 1907 cer t ainly l apped them up. 

Ther e bas only ever been the one immortal Gussy , and i t i s 
interestin g to · not e bar, li ttl e he bas changed i n forty-six ye ars. 
Thus in No. 44, "Tom Merry & Co. in Town", we le ar n that he d id not 
even know '7hat the Tower of London loo ked like. In the same issue , 
ho enquires whether Beefe at ers li ve on beef . · Again, in No. 21 , 
"The Tr iple Alliance", where the Terrible Two, Bl ake and Co. and 
Fi ggins and Co. unite to produce a pl ay, we find the following 
passage : 

"Who I e th ere ?11 said Tom lle.rry . 
"It is I, deah boy." 
"Is it D' Arey ?" 
11Yaas, wat hah! " 
11Vlhy c an' t y ou say so , then , fath ead? Come in!" 
The door opened. Arthur Allguatua did not ente r . 
11 Come in, fathead.IM 
"I wefUso to en t ah, Tom 11omey, unl es s you w:i thch1ar1 those extweme­
ly obnoxious exp;-,essions," said Arthur Allgustus, with di gni ty • • • 

This passag e might be found almost 11ord for word in · a 1939 Gem, 
or even in a Gol d J;a,;,lc Book , and not appear out of place , uh ich 
shoos, not only tha t D' Arcy ba a changed little, but a l so tha t 
Marti n Clifford 's style had then, a.s s lueys its di s tinctive oharao­
t eri sti os. Another minor, tho ugh interesting point , i s that 'l'ali 
.Merry is always refe rred to as 11Tom Uerry 11 

- never plain 11Tom11 or 
pl ain 11Merry 11

• 

The first o f al l such series as the Stacey , Silverson, and 
Harry llharton v. llr . Quelch ones , with either Wharto n or !.lerry in 
tr ouble, appeared in llos . 24 and 25 . Her e Tom is expe ll ed bec ause 
of his rascally cousin, Phil i p Phipps . This is related in No. 24, 

.. ~, .... -- .. , -- .. ,- ......... , .... , M ....... , .. ,_ .. ,.,,.,n, ............ ,_ , .. , .. , ........ _ .. _ .. ,_ .. ,,.,_ .... ,, ,_ .. , .. .. , .......... , .. . ........ , .......... .. .... ... , ,., ,, ............. .. . .... . ....... ...... . 
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"Expelled .tJ:,om St. Jim's 11• "Tom Merry ' s Camp", the ne xt number, 
t ells how Tom camps out nee.r St, Jim ' s until th e truth i s dis ­
covered . 

Of the issues that I beve , th e two that I l ike most are Nos. 
27 and 30 , The first is ent itl ed "The Return of Jlont;r lhNthei ·" · 
Lowther, who has been taken avmy from St . Jim's, is s teyin g at 
Laurel Vill a , with Tom Merry ' s old governess . lliss Fawcett be in g 
(ns always) worri ed about dear Tol!llDY'• hoe.1th, r.o.,th er tells her 
thnt if ho re -turned to school, be could send her de.ily repo rts of 
Tom's heal th , and see that he took hie pills eJ1d medicine rogulo.r­
l y. To dec e ive ilonty ' s uncle, vrho took hi.l!I r:£my, he returns dis ­
guised under t ho nam, of J8ll!es Edwe.rd Jessop . Tho illustr a tion in 
the centre of t his i ssue ahO'Je ' Jessop t bein B' introduced to Tom 
Ue rry and Mann.or s - :2ll wee.ring six inch ca l l e rs - by whct o.ppeo.rs 
to be e middle-aged beard ed French.man in evenin g dress , uho turns 
out to be t-ll'. RA.ilton . In t he courso of his adventures there, 
Lowther succee ds in putt ing one of Miss fuwcett I s pill s in Tom I s 
mouth while he is asleep - vii th dir e results. 

Lowthcr's secret is discov ered uhen he i s ducked in the r iver 
by Figgino md Co, , .-bi ch of course m,shes off his disguise, thou gh 
he is e.ll01'1ed to r ernein a t St. Jim ' s. Thi s is c r ea ll y (lOOd tale, 
end one i s bound to regret tlrnt it uas not e>.l)~ndcd into fi vo or 
six issuos. Aft or c,.11, thirty ye a.rs later, in tho llc.gnet , \7ibloy 
mono.gad to remnin undiscoverod fo r five isou o s, •,::he.."1 he returned 
"'" Arch i bttl d Poppor , a fte r being expe ll ed for guying IJ. a,,,rpent:iar , 

No. 30 , 0 A Regul ar Rosc t.l" , t ells how c. J.ll'. Jex sells vo.rious 
goods to st . Jin' s boys, t o be paid for by inst:i l ment. Ai'te r pay ­
ing the fir st instalment, the articles , "'hen used , ar e f ound to be · 
~o 8(>0d, but Jone.a Jex '9ill not t ake thee back, insisting, bov1aver, 
onth e remining instalments oeing pai d. -i::v=enmc r y eve r stlffilg is 
aet ri ght by the simple expedi ent of adornin g J.:r. Jex ni th tree.cle 
ruvi f Anthers . 

The v.orthy Per cy Griffith, f i r at &i.Hor of tho Gem, always 
seemed to be uo r ried abo ut the ci r culat io n, nm did his bea t t o 
enai r o the.t the f ol l orting \ teek 1a issue lw.d the mnximum mount of 
publicity. &ch issue ce.rri ed n hecdlino advertis i ne tho folloo­
i ng r:oek • e t c.le, at tho t op or bott om of or.ch page, in ad.di tion to 
o reproduction of its cover on t he bock of the issue. Pe r cy also 
mo.do }"e ... next .. e to r:r .... the .... aol o . .. subjaot ... of .. his ... letter •. - .. if .. you ... c2J1 ........ 
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cc.11 thrco lines and r. "P.S. 11 surrounded by n f~ncy frtt.me n l etter . 
The illustrations I think varied tremendously . !Jokin g allO!V­

MCe for tho extra.ordinc.rJ dress they \'/Ore then , some of them a.re 
clenrly c-11d effocti vely dram>, for e:.:amplo the covers of l!os . 27 
:,.nd 47, Md the middle pic t ures of ilos, 30 c.nd 36. But perhaps the 
best one is the inside one of llo. 30, ahorli ng th o Terrible Throe 
se.:.rchi.ng their pockets f or co.sh . This hns the sarno l'froshneea and 
chnm" ns tho ono chose n by Roger Jenkins fr or:i Gem 86, in The Story 
Pe.per Collector llo. 44. Other illus t r ntion s nro, to sr.:, the least , 
shocking , Fr.tty rlynn must surely ho ld tho distinction , or othe r­
rd.so, of being tho ,,ors t drawn; l ook et the cover of No. 25 . 

The issues ce..rried few nctul"#l outside ndvertisements, but · there 
,1ere ·numerous ones for the Boys' Friend Librn.ry, !.dtr'Vel, Pluck , 
etc ., often illuatr r,.ted , end be.?.Xi?18 such ccptions (l.8: 

11This pic­
ture depicts £1. thrilling incident in this week ' s exciting story . " 
\'!h.:lt outside :i.dverts t.bere \7ere rend very o.'llusin gly todr.y; a com­
pl ete grflnophone fo:r 9/6d ,., riith tuo cylindxical r eco rds free ; a 
bir.e for £3. 19s, 6d; (!;TOW a nice r.ianly r.ioustnche m.th the e.id of 
"!.-iouate 11 for 6d! 

13y present dey st andards ; the covers seem to have o.n u.n­
neceesary nunber o f trappings, am why the inside heading should be 
adorned by a hunter and thre e lio n s in a schoo l story rnag,_zine is 
someY:hat of a mystery , Probably :, relic of the hnlf dozen advent­
ure stories thc.t apper,.red in the first t en issu es . 

Token genernlly, I feel sure t hat the id Gems deserve · o be 
more in t he picture than they are at present . · They laid, as it 
uerc, the foun d.:-.tion stones for futuro stor ies , not only of St. 
Jim' s, but nl so for Greyfr io.rs. And what strong f otmda.tion s t hey 
bnvc proved to be! Even Percy Criffi t~ coul d no t he.ve foresee n 
that near ly half :: century le. tcr two 10/ 6d . Annunl s 1Vould be pub ­
lishod with stories nbout t ho scme charac t ers ri.s who ~ppero.""od i n 
tho ;l<l Gem. 

* * · * * * 
!ll.Gl!ET TITLES (cont'd) . Jlo. 1227 , A Dog wit h a Bad 1181:le; !lo. 1228 , 
The School boy Lion-l:unters; !lo. 1229 Jung l e Vengeance; l!o. 1230 
The Jungle Hikers ; No. 1231 Kidnapped in Kenya ; No, 1232 The Man­
Trac ke r of Uganda ; No. 1233 The Slave - Trader's Vengeanc e ; llo . 1234 
White Slaves of the Congo; No. 1235 The City of Terro r ; No. 1236 
Saved from the Cannibals; no . 1237 Wid(;Ors on the l:e.rpath; No. 1238 
All ... t lle .• l'\m ... of ... the .. Fi fth ; .. No . .. .,1239 .. The ... Boot - Boy'• ... Luok .. .................................... .. 
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OlD BOY~'BD0}) ClUB 
LONDON S _E_ C TI O N 

After the SUssex. Ramble of last month r,e .journeyed into SurrP ~ 
fer the October meeting a.t t he Modern Schoo l, Surbi ton . It was 
quite a good gatherin g with new member David Harr ison attending his 
first meeting . And wha t a grand meeting it turned out to be wit h 
host Eric Fa,'Tlo in sparkling fom. After all the usual fonnali ties 
ably disposed of by che.irrnan Len the company sat do\"t:l to a very 
i:;ood spread. .. hich Madam and her lady he lpers had pi·ovided. Then 
beck to the meeting room and the entir ely new competition th2. t host 
Eric had a.rr~ ged, "Tom Merry I a Stock 2:x.chanc;.-e 11 and a.ft er on enj oy­
.:bl e tus sle our old frie1ld Len was t he winner with Bob Dlyt he sec­
ond a.~d the other Packrnan partner, Josie , third . Prior to t his 
gamo it was the fate of mysel f t o gi ve an i.mpromtu talk .i.s the 
ba ll ot f ell to me. Ju dging by the applauae at tho end , roy modest 
effort must have pleas ed . It was a shor t concise history of my 
con na ~tion with c cmics and boya 1 papar s and t}Je period of eecr e tro.•y­
ah ip of t he cl ub . Now to tha R9<'ond of ho~t li:d.o 1s idPns . "Down 
you Go" was played •;ti th Rrio in t ho chair md r,hat a. success he made 
of it with t he quot a tions :ind t hA o1uAs. Ile only stumped th e cor11-
pa.ny once as the C('lrrect answers r:ere soon forthco ming . It goen t o 
prove hovr well ,rersed i."1 Hamil t onia r.rere moat of th e "pane l O • 

A card issued some tim e ago by Maynards , the· maple sue ar f ir m, 
wi t h " C.H. Chapman drawing of Di ck Penfo ld on it, "''" shNm round 
by I.en. A o omple t o sot of t hese are omied by Pete r Gushing ond are 
very r,ell sought af t e r by co ll ectors. 

__An<'..:th..~a shou , this timo in t ho school I s ~col3ior ki:1emf1:, 
r;-i t h hos t Eric a.s th o projectionist . A very eood s election of 
fiL'!ls uere shmm and the l aughte r ca.used by some of thorn was good. to 
hoar . 

Back again f or some moro "Dor.11 You Go11 .:md then the usual con ­
versations E)T O br oak:ing up fo r the r oturn journ ey to tor.n. 

It h ad be en anoth er grand moot:I.J1g md mil os ton e in th e c lu b 's 
history and the gra te fu l th "nk s o f nll presont ,:ent out to bo at 
Eric Fayne and our hos t es s Madam. 

3:1n.~etf1Jv ~:!~:~-~~-.. ~~' .. _1'.:.~.~= .. ~· .. ~~~ .. ~cfi:t~hHf:.'. .. -~:.~::.::. .... ~.: ......... 
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JlORTJ!I:ffif SECTION lfEill'ING, 10t h Oct obe r , 19 53 

J. Br ee z e .Bentley presided ov er an average at t endance . 
Gerry Allison reported a record co.11 on the 1i br ary ove r the 

month . The "r ed 1:a.gnets 11 r ecently acquired uere in great demand. 
ilank balance l:.13. 9, 3 . 

A fe w hour s aft.er I returned north afte r my London va c ation, 
Gerr y set off ,-,estward to re present Jlor thern at the Mer seyside 
dinne r. Accor ding to hi s reJ)Ort a (!OOd time <1as had by a ll. 

I followed with e. brief revicu of my London tr;,.vels . 
Then c=e a 24 question Qui z set by the Midl and Clu b . Some 

reo.l teo.se r s nmon,g thel!l.. Jack ,'food cooe out the Vli.nner with 14 
correct. 

•e then settled dorm to e. further reeding by Gen-y of "The 
Boy Without c Hame". Ono rcore instr.lment l'.rill see the end . It has 
been n huge success . 

!!ext meet i ng 14th llovemoer. 
And uill al l ccmbe r s mnke n note - t!1e Christmas Pr.r~ 12 th 

December . Ide as to nt..".};:e it n reul mer ry occasion wel comed. A 
hear t y in vi tet i on to member s of o t he r Clubs too . 

ImlllDP.T LDCKEIIBY, llorthern Section Cor r espondent . 

ii· * * * * 
!JIDLA.i{i) SECTION lli:E'I'Il;G, 19t h October 

~".'c a.re mostly Groyfr iars ent hus i asts but toni g ht we le!t our 
Alme. l!..~t cr and po.id c. visit to Roolrnood. 

After a fair l y l engthy di scu s s i on on busi ness a.ris i ng , such as 
the fo r thcoming Chris1mas Party, we sett l ed dom1 to enjoy a reading 
by a very keen foundat i on member (llr . Albert Clac k), of seve ral 
chapt ers of a not abl e 11Rookr,rood11 s t ory . 

Tliis story appeared in the "Penny Popular" (in August 1923), 
and descri be s h01"1 l:.it Err oll s aves h i s friend , the waywar d Morning ­
ton . Tho latte r 's ins i st ence on vi s i t ing Tickey Tapp ' s gambl ing 
den t,oul d on this occasion have meant complete disaster and di s- · 
grace had not Erro ll aot wind of an i nte nded police r ai d am nob l y 
took action to save his friend from his f olly . Incide nt al l y lJorny 
;,as just begin ni ng t o r ea li se throueh hi s f r iend ' s earnest en­
treaties jus t uba t a su i nclle the \7hole t hing was . 

A sto ry i n t ho tru e Hamil ton tr aditi on showing yo t anot her 
i_n~~~co .... o.f ... hot.' .. vocy ... ski l ful l y . mor al ... l esson~ .. ile re .. ~ncul c.ated ... by ........ ~ 
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means ot a gripping ond ne ll wr1 t ten sto ry and wi t h nover a 

suggoation of proaching . 
I ' m· atraid that Alb<>rt lot his cotfeo got cold in hi s on­

thusia1D , but "e gave him a very heart,, round of ue ll deae rv od 

applnua e for an oxcellent reading . 
EDiABD DAVSY. 

lrn!SEYSIDE SECTIOI! - All!IUAL DillNER - 26th Scptombcg . 195,3 

This waa a groat oocasion tor tho membore of tho llor ae;rs ido 

Soc., aa it marltod the first of our annual dinnors , although 178 

aro now ontoring upon our third ;rear of oxistonoo . It "as, ue 

think, an unqualifiod suocoas , and ovorything uont off aa smooth l ;r 

na e:q>ected. Unfortunatel;r , Herbert Leck.enb;y nnd J.!r. nnd llra . Jaok 

Corbett were unable to be pr esent, and "" hereb;r given them notice 

that thore will be another dinner next ;rear ! 
There were over thirt;r preaont, including Gerald illieon, who 

made the long journe;r from Loeda to aot cs representotive of the 

Nor them Section . 
The proceedings commenced at 6 . 30 p . m., and , a fter dining , 

varioua toaata were drunk, not the l eaat of which '0'08 that to our 

be l oved prosident , Frank Riohards , and we made tho ratters ring 

with our spontaneous , if not partioulnrl.y melodious, re nderin g of 

"For he ' s s joll;r good fellow" . Gerald Allison , Sir Jl'rederiolc 

Bowman, Jio lrnlsh, Don Webster nnd Frank Case each spoke a f w 

rn,rda in tribut e to tho hobb;r and the club spirit uh ioh mako 

f'Unot1ona auoh os thoso poosible, and the chairman th en mado 

pre aen t ntiono of c lub aah-tra;ra. 

Than oeme the fUn and gsmea . Sir Frederick gave " most im­

preseive drallllltio excerpt from n famous pl r.;r. G<lrald contributed 

with an hilarious extract from ~e~,c.-;-Sil1'ffi)'l'-i,ur..­

Prized ua all with hie ;igilit;y in a humouroue aong and d2nce . Ji.cl 

lrolah provided the musiool highlight w1 th his eeleotions on t ho 

accordion, Md led us in our sing-song, uhich '7r.e indulged in b;y 

all uith anthuaiasm . l.uch enjo;rmant was provided b;r our vorsion of 

n uiroloss s=e, Rnd r. quiz devis ed b;r Potor Vlebsto r nne jointl;r 

won b;r Gore.Id Allison rnd J im Burka . This muot he.VO boon Gorr,- 10 

luck.;r night, 110 ho elao t10n n re.ffled bnskot of fruit . 

I ehould liko to tako thi s opportuni t,, to tluwl< Norman PrClll"'ll, 
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who re!!l.'\inod modoatly in tho background, for tb e uo rk he performed 
in ar r onging t ho fi n.o.noiol a id e of th o dinnGr1 the success of the 
~f.f nir u~ s de pond.on t largel y on his efforts, and wo oro most 
gr"tofll l. 

So, hero's to th e no:xt time ••••• ! 
FRAJIK CASE. 

Soc. 

Oc:tobor llth . .. 1953. 'lh ie meeting marked the commoncemcnt of our 
third yoo;r of 0xi s te nco, Md thoro uero nlmost tuonty mombo:rs 
prosent; this number mnkea comment on our progress suporfluou e , 
end is moat gr a tifyin g to all concomo d, 

Aft e r t ho aocrot=, had do"lt m th tho minut es, etc,, tho 
ol oction of of f ic er s f or th o forthc oming year took plncc. Tho 
present ch airman and sec ret ary wero re-<>l octe d, and Mr, F, Unw1n 
was voted in as vice-chairman in succession tc Mr. J, Walah, who 
i s unfortunately unable tc bo present at every ceoting , though he 
has up to nOla' re ndered yeoman service, 

The chairman then brought up many points fo r d iecu93ion on 
library matt er s, etc,, and all preo ent i,adod in with sugges tions 
and hints , quite a fe-. 1 of which will be adop ted, w1 th , we hope , 
be.-,eficial results, <Air win ter programme was discussed at length, 
and J im ''lalsh moved tha t f or the next fa<'{ months t ho stereotyped 
quiz shoul d be discarded and replaced by team games ( our att end­
ances now make this pos si ble ) , and al temsted by teem debates on 
set subjec ts, This was carr i ed unanimously . 

There follOP.ed an interesting innovation, in whi ch every 
member in turn explained hw he came to make contact with t he 
club, and many and varied wero the experi ences rGlated , aome of 
which ,;ere al so quite amusing , 

The li brary did a great trade, and this ended the meeting at 
10 .30 p. m. - quite one of the beat "ge t-tc gether s" ye t, 

F. CASE, 

-··-.. -·-.. ~·-~··-~·---··--·-.. ·---····-···----·- ·---§.!le,._, ... _____ , __ ,_ ..... ,~----, .............. - ....... , ........... ,.,,.,.. .. ,.. ___ ., __ ,_,._.,,....,,_,,., ...... ,_,,..._ .. _ .. ,_,,,....,,_ ,._ .. ,..., ........ _,_ 
LffiER BOX 

1'rcnk Richards Ez:pl aii:,o and Gives some News of Carcroft 

Rose LB>m; Kingagate , Broadotairs, Kent , 23r d Oct , ' 53 
Dear ... Herbe rt __ Leckenby ' ··· Thank __ .l'OU .. for _ your }ette r . ....... I . shoul d _have .. .. 
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replied eo.rlier to your inqui r y about the BB. films, but I had to 
in qui r e m,yse lf, as I have no connectio n with them . From trha t I 
l earn, t hor e is a sort of toy projecto r tlork od by hand, on rrhich 
vory brief l i t tl e films nre run, the se being re p roductions of sorno 
of tho picturoa in P. comic . 

Did I t oll you tha t my short st ori es of I C<l.rcro ft' o.re · " "" 
P.ppeari.ng in Mr. Corfa.1.n1s nar, monthl y, th o 11 Silv or Jacket ", pub­
lis hed e t Sydney . I hc.ve seen t he fir s t nwnber , some time "80, and 
l iko it. I understtl?ld th e.t it trl.11 be on s alo owr he r o bofor o 
l ong . 

The lnst C. D. ia fir st-r at e . Very intorosting itom abou t 
Art hur Aske;y, - now I know wh;y ho i s such a tromondously good. 
ar t ist!! D..it tho Balhamian quoted from tho 110bs orvor 11 doos soem 
n littl e ben i ght ed . Curi ous that poopl o will lad.l o out opinions o f 
thin gs of which they know no t hing . But - t ho ro r eally ar o porvers o 
pe rsons itho prof e r wrong opin i ons to r ig ht one s. 

ll'i th kindeo t r ogards , Always Yours sinco r oly , 
FRANK RICl!ARDS. 

( llot o , Tho funt or filc, s rof orrod t o tror o somo P.dvort is od by a. firm 
at Potter s Bo.r. Thoy rou.oed m,y curiosity ospocinlly ono cal l od "Fun 
in t ho Sorum trhic h seemed to suggest Rugby football. 

Should anyon e spot "Silver Je.ckot", details t:'Ould bo approciet od, 

- H'.L. ) • 

1V£L-S/01V LE£ COLUJI/JJV 
Al l communications to ROBERT BLYTIIE 

46 1 CARLE.'1'011 llil , 1 li0LLOOAY1 LONDOJ1
1 

Jl ,7. 

I na ves omethi ng to Bey which, al t hough it ViOD. t cause a 
wholesal e weeping and wailing and gnashing of tee th will, I 'm 
suffici ently human to hope , cause a certain amount of shall we say 
r egret? In other words, to atop r.iaking a m,ystery of it, I have 
dec ided t o i;i.ve up t he column . It • s a bit of a ,vrench, for spa.r t 
frOOl th e per iod t1hsn Len Packman took over, I• w been r unning it 
for su yea.rs , but I have come to t he conclusion that it •s high 
tlzne we had a f'resh mind handling the r.elson Lee side o f tho hobb y. 
This is partly because afte r all this tim e I•v e run out of fresh 
subj oois .... to .write ... abou:J .. N{you '.ve .. pro bably no t i ced .} have n.' .t .}7Ti tt ~n 
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anything this year, being content to l eave it to an increasing 
ba.,d of contributors) partly because other commitments o.re making 
inroads on what little spa.re tine I ge t and pertly because of the 
correspondence involved . It is this l ast that is my main r eason 
for my decision to hand over t he reins . I think I must be the 
vor l d ' s -:1orst correspondent. I c.::&ko no bones about it. Other 
things ho.vo Cl.-limed L'lY a. ttention n.nd anm-1ers to lott era get delayed 
f,u- longer thnn thoy should . 

As a. direct consequence .:-. lot of eoo<bi ll betueen rnyse lf .J.lld 
e. r,K:.ny of you ho.a be en lost :-..nd t1:.e column hl!.S suffered cs e. 
r esu lt. This , of course, is u bad st Rte of ~ff~irs ;:ind I nr.i the 
first to ;idr::J.it it . r:once my decision. I don't thin!c n."lyone need 
re gr et it, for in J"e.ck:· \"!ood, tr~!O ha.s nobly agreed to tclce on t he 
job ns from next month, you t"fill find rn U. L. enthusi~st 1'\B keen cs 
o~.raelf . he c.l so h.:is ~ vor!" L."U'ge collection of Lee 1 s , C'-71 esaenti ... l 
f r.ctor in f'. job of tll i s ki:1d, where nu thentici ty is t ho keynote . 

r·a 11 there it is , I know you ,.,ill nll continue to do t he very 
nccess~y rallyin g row1d . I still hr.vo nnother cou pl o of r.rtic l os 
on h~'"J.tl bu t those I 'm aondin g on to Jeck . Further ri.rticles nre, 
of course, requirccl nnd these should be sent diroct to him ('.t hie 
c.ddrc os, whic :i is: - 110STA\'11 STOCKTON i.:JlE, YOH!:. 

Cheeri o! e verybody , nnd the boat of l uck JC'.cl:, may your 
efforts be citcn more rent>.rding th r.n mino - ci.nd I lik o to think th~t 
mi no h0von 1t been slight . 

A.Yld n0\7 for ~other lightho~.rtcd articl e by Bill Chr.mpion. To 
thin.\: tbr.t sor..conc (r;bo shnll bo nor.iolcss) onco acid tbr.t be could 
find not hing funny r.t o.11 in tho 11. Li 

1:!J;)JFORT!i' S llAD llARGAI!! ! 

\!ithout doubt, it wns the drt'.r.10.tic m-i tin .gs of Edcy Secrlea 
Brooks th2t mnde t;1e dee!)es t impression on vre old readers of tho 
llelson Lee; but I feel T7e must ~11 be deeply indebted to him for 
his "li g:it er oornents 11

, r.hen he succeeded ao llbly in bri!18ing much 
bumour into our liV"e.s 3.t an impressionablo a.go. 

I hove just 1>oen ac.:i.nning r:!lc.t I tlt:.'..\YS considered his grea t­
es t div erti..,g yarn, i.ntroduc~1.:;, of ooursc, his funniest Md moat 
lovciblo chnr<>Ctor , th o ono and only :c&:,.rd Oswe.ld Hc.ndforth . '!bis 
yarn, 11E.."".ndforth 1 s B."'..d Br.rcai."l.! 11 i::ar..led.ia t cly follou ed tho hol id ay 
series of 1926, ;.,!ion t l:.c heroos of St . Frnnks had such oxci ting 
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tim oa fighting t ho Legions of Foo Chow, in Cbinr- , 

Handy decides to tr ave l f rom hie London home to school in hie 
ce l ebrat ed Austin - seven , Along wi t h his chums, Church and l!oClura 
and hie minor , Willy - plus half - a-do Mn lar ge suit-cases , lle.tur­
ally, b;y th e time this lu ggn&e hao boen piled and t1edga d into t he 
sna l l oo.r , practioc.l l y nothing osn be seen of the t lu-ee passen gers , 
who are completely oubmergod , ao it were . To " dd to the discomf ort 
of th ose t l>:ree , r ain bogins to fall juet as the y nre about to · eat 
off , am this neceositatoa the hurried pullin g--up of the hood , 
which makBa e ven lees spo.ce in t he onr . 

Afte r hnving miraoulousl;y avoided d>out a dozon sorioua 
er a.shoe, and n:fter h~.vi.ng hrul his licen co exnmi.nod by at l onet ono 
wrathful polic cmnn, Rondy succeoda i n piloting his trust;y ce.r 
throu8h London • s t r e f'fio nm out onto tho op on ro od pest Kingston, 
t1here hi s unfortun at e compnniona brenth o sighs of hoar tf e lt r oli of , 

The r ain ceas oa soon aft erwards , aM Handy s t ops the car to 
lower tho hood while hie pals insist on getting out to str etch 
thei r legs. They are al l suffering fri t,htfully froc pins - and ­
needlos , but the i r leader scomf"u.l ly accuses them of making a fu s s 
over nothing as th ey hobble pai n fully a.round in the road. Later 
on , ,nth Guildford behind them, Handy has one of his frequent 
ar gument s TTith Wi ll;y , k ioks him ou t of the cor ond l e aves him 
strarnod on the highwey . The choeky Thir d- forme r is not a bit 

tilOrriod , beoBUse ho hao eepied a Jlorrie-Oxford saloon some d.istanoo 
in the :rear , ~·1th t he r ed oubtablo William llilpoleon Bromie a t tho 
uhe ol - a nd lcno<1s he i o cer t ein of a lift . 

Eventuc.lly , the fifth - forn or c c tc hos up ,11th the Austin -s even 
and the tr :o car s atop . Follot:-s n spot of bont or in 1:hic h Handy 
boats of his eng i n eer in g ingenuity ond his kno \'/ledge of cars, 

Jlr21m e,-in...~tbe r~h -Jun d&d menner,reaolve,,...-t- ~ ·aclrtinr­
Removi to a lesson, ua.i t s unti l hie unsuspectin g vict i.D' s bock is 
turnod , BrTiftly disconnects an igni tion - leed , nnd. coolly dri vo s on . 

Bandy attempts to follow , finds his usuoll ;y f"1thful little 
oar refuses t o st art, and se t s doun to t he jo b of looating the 
t rou ble , This , des pite his fom ar boasting, he f ai ls to do; so 
he and his wo long--suff ering chUJ:1s ar e forcod to puah the stubbom 
vehicl e along to the neareat garage . Hor e , th e pro prie tor , a 
cer t ain l!r, Mi i;g s , OXllllineo t he on gino , quickly l oc :,teo toe f ault , 
s izes t:p his youthful oustomer and lllBntolly d eci des tha t hero is n 
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Heaven - sent opport uni ty to make a bi t of quick cash . He infoms 
the gullible !ir.?ldy thc.t the engine i s •1Fini ohed .· .Bi g end ' s gone ! 
Bcer i n ' s done in ! Over- heatin 1 - tha t 1 s what it is . Sho 1 s melted 
her bcarin I s like candle-grease! Scrap - iron , that 1 s al l she is 
now!"' 

Tho cost of putt i ng th i ngs ri ght woul d be i n t he region of 
eighty pounds, Mr. Higgs goos on to say , whereupon Church and Jdc ­
Clure , more than a little suspicious , att empt to pe r suad e their 
lead.o r to try another garage . They meant woll , but, of courset 
knowi..'1E; th o obt' Jso natur e of Sir Edward Handforth 1 s c l d.c.st son , 
t hey couldn ' t hav o adopt e d rrors o te.ctics - v.nd, afte r tho ensuing 
hoatod crgum cnt, they walk out l ea ving Hendy to th o tollio r mor cioa 
of tJ1c q~c atio:-iablo garage propri e tor. 

J.:r. Higgs 1ur th or pulls t he rool ove r th e Itcmovit o\3 eyes by · 
of'fcri11 c; him a 11bi s car 11 in cxcho.ngc for tho Austir. - scvon. Truo, 
t ho "bie car" turns ou t to bo a vin t age Ford m.. th f air ly t1ol l pro ­
s erved exterior, but r.it:!l possible · t vi tal part s tied up rith 
etrin e ' to affec t a ea.lo . Ho1.Vcvcr, tho demerits o f t.his singular l y 
anci0:nt sardine - ti n e.ro (!Uickly and cleverly g l ossed over by tho 
cu.'>:ling lli ggs, 1rho pain ts a 1·e ally attracti vo pictu r e of the big 
Hnn.dy seated ,roudly at th e rhoel of this 11C1en' a car 0

• 

So, a. s\,'OJ) ia offoctcd, tho l ugg3.JO t ra:.1sforrcd., t ho worried 
Church a~ l'icClur o onsconcod in t!l o back - s oa.i:, and of f t hey go ••• 

' Tho Ford go.vo c. ruddon lurch fcrward . Church healed over 
bacla:a.....a.s and nearl y went cloa. n through t ho roar . McCluro save d 
him3clf by clutchin g o.t tile fro nt soat. Wit h e. sories of ·uil d 
lurch es , tho F-ord rrnnt off dorm t ho road tov,e.rds Rol '!!ford , her 
engine roari.-i g e.ppallin ,:;ly . lmd then , with a stil l more vi ol e nt 
lu rch , P.nndforth mam BOd t o £,"Ct into t op gear . Tho noiao end tho 
vibr at ion co~sod ~nd th ey ucnt sniling alo ng ,vi th a fair a.com1t of 
comfort . Ed\7n.rd 03';tt'..ld gl m.c od roW1d triumphc.ntly 

11T?loro you ~0 ! 11 ho sho:.ttca. . 11Hor: 1 s thl'.t?'' 
" Fino! 11 scid Church .. 
"'.:'ondc rful ! " grinned llcClur e . t 

There fo l lous ~ :·.,and crful h.1lf- pngo, rli th Hnncly sere.ping o. 
gutter nnd just c vndi.ns one or t. ·,o lam;>-pos t s. Of cours e , he over ­
looks the fa.ct the.t the t hrott le is bond- cont r ol l ed , and cannot 
slov1 d0\7n. In o. f r en zie d nttempt to a pply the foo t- br::ke , he 
bring s the epicyclic go:'.ri.ng i nto no ti on ogain nnd some!lorr ge t s 
back _int o, 10,1 goc.r •. (Clrin e;. to , lack .. of._spnce~ •. concluded .,next .. month) 

YORK ill?LICATIIIC SEllVICI::S, 7 , 'i"JE SHJi!,;J3LES1 YORK. TEL: YORK 38 98 

l 

! 
1 
I 

I 

I ,, 


