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DEClllBEl! 1 1953 

Editor, lli sce llan eous Section, 
Herbert Leckenb7, Telephone Exchange, . 

C/ o Cent ral Regiatrz , llorthem Co11111atld1 York. 

* * * * * '* * * * * * * * jt * * * * * 
* Wishing All Our Friends at * 
* Home and Abroad a Happy Christmas * 
* and a Prosperous lie• Year * 
*********** ******** 

Sl'ILL A!IOFHER lilL!lSl'OllE1 We hav e reached the end of our sewnth 
year! Seven Years! Occasiona l ly I hav e found time to broWBe over 
some of the th ousan ds . of l et t ers I have recei ved and re ad again 
atories of f ri endships formed through the aid of our little maga­
• ine. t have thought of the flourishing Ol d Bo;ya• Book Clubs, 
which hav e been brought int o being and where men and women mee t in 
real comradeshi p. And, as a f l ood of memortee pass before me I 
have the aati.afaction of knowing that the;y have .been seven fu ll, 
good years, my only regr et th o.t th e r e have not been thric e sev en 
to lo ok back upon. However, I have the consoling thought that the 
~ is se t clear for the sta rt of a second seven full years . 

Looking back on th e year just pass i ng the moat outstan ding 
event has been, of course, the change in our publi shers . When I 
wrot e m;y review jus t a year ago I was a little anxious f"or I was 
not sure when, where, and bow t he first number of 1953 would b e 
produced . Well 7ou a ll know what happened and al l I will sa., 
about it now i e that I am sure it wi ll be a gr eed that th e numbers 
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which ·comprise ·volume · seven · wou1A3~~e an:,. bookohelf: ·-··· .. ···-- ... , ........ . 
There hove been other changes during the year , Some months 

&go llaurice Bond ofter being in charge of Blalciruu, from the very 
boginning , f ound himself compollod, through pressure of business , 
to hand over to Josie Packman, and this mont h J."lck lood follows in 
the footstope of .Bob Bl~he where the Nelson Leo Column is concern ­
ed. One wa.s sorry that euc h enthusiasts bad to givo up their good 
work, but ,re sro lucky in our f rat omi t y in having others ee.gor to 
take ove r the task, 

As for the future, one idea I have is to run a series of 
articles under the title "My Col lecti on1'. I think we have some­
thing which can be made rea lly interesting here . For instance, 
there 1 s Arthur Barrie • s unique col l ection of 'comics', ?iorton 
Pric e ' e rmiancable one of Serlon Blake and .Boys• Fri and Librariee 
and Bob Blythe ' s only one in existence complete e et of Nelson Leos. 
I should like these throe, and ot hers , to eet down why you chose 
the particular papers you do co l lect; when you started; any out ­
standing thrills or di sappoi ntments you experienced i n the procese 
of ge tt ing thom toget he r and anything else you think may be of 
interest. 

I am sure such a series will appeal to a ll even if it does 
now and again make some feel juet a little envious, 

Another thing, During the year I have had l etters from Lee 
fans asking for a turn on the cover . Well your wishes are goi ng t o 
be gratified Md th e first one will start off the new year . 

And now my sincere t hanks to the lo yal band for their support. 
It makes the hours I have to sp end :i)repe.ring th e mag. each month a 
re al pl easure. . . . 
QUAINr COUlCI.DE'tlCE: A a:ont b or two ago wo drew attontion to the 
fact that a r ea l Sexton Blc...'<e had been ch~rged l'1i th spooding , !low 
you r.ill sec from the !/eleon Lee Column that a gcntl= be_aring 
that namo bus also b -3on in n. spot of bothElr. How's tb1t for a 
mil lion to ono chaz,c l? 

* * * • * 
YOUR HELP WAl1l'ED1 Tho oditor of tbe B.O.P. is requiring urgently, 
on lol\n, l ooee wcci<l y copies of tho pnpor botw oon January 1879 and 
Decomber 1912, also of tho monthly issue botweon 1913 ruid 1929, 
The odi tor hM bound volumes of <1VOf'7 7eo.r from th o beginning, but 
tho wookly lllld monthly issues of tho yo e.rs mentioned woro destroyed 
in an nir raid in 1941, Perha ps some of you can help. The addre ss 
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is 4 llouverie St., London, E.c.4. 
The Eliitor pro poses to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the 

paper in March 1954 . I should be grateful if someone would write 
us an article on this grand old paper, which gave the inimitable 
sto ri es of Talbot Baines Reed to the world in tho long ago . 

A recent issue of the B.O.P. carried over 50 pages of adver­
tising , a su r e proof that it is still going s trong. 

--o Oo--

IN A FE\l' MORE DAYS: The preparation of the Annua l 1a rushing on to 
a grand climax . At the moment of writing about 50 pages end the 
cover have been nm off, and believe me, 1 t is going to be a l ove ly 
job. I am awaiting publishing day with as much anticipation as a 
boy to see the con t ents of his Christmas s t ocking . 

We aim to make the day December 18th, an ideal date for read­
ers at home a t anyrate, for the pack et should b e dropping through 
th e l etter boxes just as you aro getting into tho mood for th o 
f csti ve s eason. 

There will be more reading matter on a page, more pages than 
ever be f ore, and, I am hoping, a record circulation. A few of the 
regulars hav e not yet actually sent in their orde rs.. I suppose 
they took it fo r granted I knew they would want one. Anyway, I 
have earmc.rked one for them, and I am sure th ey won I t let me down. 

Nc,w just a gentle reminder to those \7ho have not yet sent 
along their subs. You won 1 t :forget t hat gentleman's agreement -
ca.sh on delivery at l a test - will you? If you comply I sha l l be 
able to rel ax at Chris t mas, af t er many months l abour, with a con­
tented mind, and, of course, I sha ll be eagerly eweiti ng the 
verdicts of you o.11. 

!ours sincerely , 

IIERBERl' LECKE!lllY. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
srop PRESS, All t he typing on the •Annual• hru, been finished, 
There's going t o be 142 pages, plus cover, ei ght pages more than 
lnst ye or. Thia despite the fnct that the ' l'iho•a 17ho' , thanks to 
some smart tightening up in typing, is reduced by several pa.gee. 
That with ma ny more names added. On top of that there's more 
re adi ng matter on a page . Yes, sure , it's going to be a good half-
8U,1nea•s worth. And, at the moment, ovor 100 pages have been 
run off. Th o goal ' s in eigl,t. 
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}H)nJJrron JFJfJFJ 
Compiled b;y HERBERr LECKEIIBr ·-I am having no s ay this month as there was such a good reepa,s e 

to my reque st for reviews of Christmas numbers. Happy memories t 
He of the f ertile brain, Eric Fayne, also give s you a season­

able crossword . You won't want to cut out the square so if you 
want to have a go for t he 5/- ;you ca.~ write out ;your aolutiona. !lo 
need to drt-.w the aqua.re . Eric will be doing soma more. 

- - oOo- -
Cl!RISTJ.!AS WITH THE 1.tAG.'!Er 

BT ROGE:R ll. Ji!!IXIBS 
There was always seasonable weather in the llagnet at Chrietmaa 

time - snow would fall, ns a rule, just before the holidays commen­
ced, and someone in outhorit;y - possibly llr. Quelch - l!Ould acci­
dentally tread on a slide and find his feet whisking a"'ay beneath 
hi m, quite out of cor,trol . Bunter would be on the prowl, seeking 
n victim "ho .. ould invi ta hie home for tho holidays, ..,hile Fish e r 
T. Fish would moo!l a.bout th e school when al l the othora hod gone, 
giving lira . JCobblo nnd Gosling tho benefit of his O"O particular 
tra.11satlantic i';iedom. It r1as all part of the same wel l-known and 
;,ell - loved pattern, that of Christmas with the llagnet. 

The cu atoc of having a Christmaa eerie•, as diotinct from an 
unconn ected s tor1 or tc-o, did not really c oma into fashion until 
the days of the co l oured covor. There had bee n one or trio notable 
s ingl o Christmes stories, like ''rb e Mystery of tho Christmas 
Candlos" in 1921 Vii th Irucy plcying R prombsnt part . ''rhe Ghost of 
Kaulev oror Toworstt in the foll owing yoar, when cousin Bri an did hiJ 
best to do ,r.-,ay r.ith Herbert, and later "rh o l!ystorJ of the Head ' s 
Stud;y" in 1925. But wi tbout doubt it was tho series 11bich ciado tho 
!lng,io t Christm as numbers so moraoroblo . The first Christmaa serios 
waa in 1923, when !lick Angel invited t ho Co. t o spend tho holid~s 
w1 th him at the haunted castle of Loch:ruir, in tbs Highlan ds. 1926 
saw the kidnapping of Coker , but this was not perOapa ao good a 
story as oome. Aft er 1923, ever y Christmaa except 1925 saw a 
series, a few of which even l asted wall into tho 1ew Year, like the 
Courtfield Cracksman (1929/30)

1 
Jim Valentino (19.32/33), and t he 

l~ngest one of all , llr . Lambe \1939/ 40) . , 
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Some Christmases were spent in very odd circumstances, like 
the 1927 one, when Bunter turned benevolent and started dietribut­
ing large sse t o th e London poor, and the 1936 one , which was spent 
on board th e Firefly in the company of smugglers. But ther e were 
also many conventional Christmases, such as th e one in Cavandale 
Abbey in 1930 and the Polpelly treasure hunt in 1935 . Anoth er 
great favourite - and deservedly so - wae the Raynham Castle 
series of 1937, with Bunter a,:ting like a pig in clover. There 
were many othe r favouri t ea - the clue of the Gre ek !.{ea sage i n 1938, 
th e Phantom of the Cave in 1928 (both featuring Soan.es), and of 
course the f!\lllous MlArton Lodge ae ries of 1933, 

It is d ifficult not to resist the conclusion that the 1933 
Christmas s e ri es was th e beat of th em all. Billy Bunter was even 
moro pushed tban usual on this occasio n, since his father had re ­
cently had a bad time on the Stock Exchange, and Bunt er Villa was 
to be clo sed for the holidays. Mr. and lira . Bunter went to re­
l atives in Southend , whilst Aunt liartha reluctantly accepted 
l3easie on th e strict understanding t hat neither of her broth ers 
accompani ed her. Bi l ly and Sammy were farm ed out to Uncle George, 
who had ra ther a mean natur e ,ind objected to being told constantly 
t hct cak os and puddings were missing from th o pantry . 

In an effort to find b ett e r quarte rs, Bunter tol ephone:IWharton 
Lodge to inform Harry the .t he WM prepared to put up with his fat ­
headed old fossil of an uncle ove r the holidays. Unfortunate l y it 
was Colonel Wharton who answered the te l ephone , and the desired 
invitation was not f o rthcoming. As he put down the receiver, 13111:, 
remarked peevishly to Sammy that he sup:,osed be would have t o put 
up w1 th the stingy old codger af t er all. Unl uck il y, Uncle George 
happened to enter the room j ust at th at moment, and Bunte r ' s eto.y 
was abruptly terminated forthwith. 

At this point, he conceived th o fantaatic id ea of s pending th e 
Christmas at Wharton Lodgo aa an uninvited guest, ccmping out in 
M attic near Vibarton' s de n. Food disappe ared .froo th e pantry, 
blankets nnd she ets YIOro miss ed fr om Hurree Singb ' s bod, and a 
number of i'/harton ' s books vanished fr om his booksholvoe and found 
th e ir way to a second h11nd shop, aft er which Bunter found his wa.y 
to a r estaurant . Of course, the epis ode ended with Bunter becom­
ing an invited gue s t, and then things became re l a.ti vely calm and 
brigh t . 

It goes w1 thout saying th a t there are other Christmas series 
.in .. the ._llagnet ... which .r ival ... this .. series ....... The .... second .Jsh ost . of ................... . 
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Mauleverer 'l Ol70ra in 19 31 waa an oxoiting set of a tori es, wUh Lend 

l!nulovorer in peril o! his life once again, That peculiar Chriet­

m"" at Bilton Ball in 1934, with an escaped convict alwws 1n th o 

offing , was another gripping tale, And of cours e t he re "aa tho 

famous Chriatmas of 1924, when Barry Wharton quarrelled with hie 

frionds, and spent part of the time with Vernon-Smith in SWitzer­

land and the remaindor with Jil!mlY Silve r at the Pri ory , 

It is difficult to choose betwe en a Chriatc3s wi th gboats and 

drcmn, and a Christm!IB w1 th mirth and jollificat i on , For those who 

ar o fond of comody, the 1933 se ri es is without doubt supreme, 

Cbristmu with Bunter, ChriatmllS at Wharton Lodge, Christmae uith 

Laugh t or - these aro th o specific a ti ons whi ch th e 19 33 seri es ful­

filled in flowing moasure, As wo look be.ck on t hoso etorios t wen­

ty yoare lat er, l ot us record our gr a titud o to Chorlao Bomilton f or 

so many oxquisite Yule tid e tales, Md drink a toast to tho author 

who so regula rly provided us with that u.~ique and remarkable 

pleasure, Christmas w1 th the llagnet, 

******* 
"ONE CBRISTIJAS liUl.BER --" 

By Eric Fayne 

*** 
The Edit or bas as ked mo to wrHe on one Christmas dllmber of 

th e Gem, and by that be obviously meens my o,vn fav our ite Christmas 

llllmber of t he Gem, ~ bitter-sweet taak, for , thoug h it is alw03s 

pleasant t o browse over Xmas Numbers, it is al so sad t o re f le ct 

t hat the fi rat Great War kill ed the Xcas Double Number while the 

second Great fl ar killed every kind of Xm!18 Number - as wo knew t hem­

at any rate, 
I ch oose as my tbei:>o the Xmas Number of 1912 . This issue of 

th e Gem contained no l ees th an 60 P&8G•· Publi cation date wae Nov­

mnbor 23rd , In tho se time•, th e Gem Xma.s ieeue --eeeme alwllo' a_..._ta__ 

be.ve been publisbod in !loveabor, while th e Magnot' a sister is sue 

CB.l!lO se veral wooke neare r to Christ mas. Mo.ybo roadora of tho.t da_y 

bad to save up tb oir cash for tbos o double sizo , double pric o 

issues - 2d. 
There wae no special col oured cover in 1912, bu t th o usual bluo 

cov er was flocked with an'"' , and R.J , l.lacdonald d rew a picture shov,... 

ing o schoolboy, wit h a light ed cand le , storing i n horror i nto an 

anpty r oan , 

.... - ... The St , Jim ' s_ st ory was "NOBODY' S STUDY" .. - a _50,000 170rd sto ry , 
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whic h toda,y, more that1 forty years lat er, still stands as one of 
the finest school stories ever written. Thougjl the plot was laid 
at St. Jim' s, th e Christmne atmosphe re was i.m.peooable, - snow, 
b l az i ng l og-fi::-es, ghosts, and gas -li ght s which pl ayed weird 
tricks. It wns , incidentally, the first s t ory to introduc e 0 110-
body ' s Stud y", the p.1nishmont room of St . Jim ' s. 

"Dark and gloomy appeared tho hou.nted room. It wns in an 
isolated pos iti on, in a r ocees in tho I'lll!lblin g old School House. 
At the end of th e Fou rth Fom passage was a doop r ecess in th e old 
etono wall s , dimly-lighted in the daytime by e. high Md narrC111 
windO\v. 11 

According to tr adit i on, when St . J im' s had been a monastery a 
monk had vani shed into thin air in that very room, le aving a ll his 
cl ot he s in a heap behind him. 

Andt hundre ds of yea.rs later - "l'here ' s a yarn cf a fellow 
who used that room, too, 11 said l!anner s. 111 heard it when I first 
came to St , J im's. It happened l ong before any of us were here -
before any of the Six t h were here for that matte r. A chep ml,S put 
to sleep in there - and when they found him in the morning, he was 
r::i.ving mad. 11 

"Nobody's ·study" was a thrilling tale to read by the fireside, 
while l.fum made t he Christmas puddings and sieter conned over he r 
list of Chri stmas presen ts. Old f avouri te s starred i n this grand 
Xinas story - Tom lle rr y, Leviso n, Lumley- Lumley, Skimpol e , Kildare, 
J oe Fr ayne , - a verita bl e Yuletide dish to set boforo the Gem 
onthu ei ast . 

The plot? Very eerie and chill-provoking indeed ! Levison, 
engaged in snowballing, put a sto ne in bis snowball . He received 
ro ugh justice f rom Tom !!err:, & Co. The chums were pre;.armg the 
"grand .X:mas issue" of 1'rom Merry • s Weekly 11

• Levison cont ribu ted a 
seasonable poem, and Tom Merry printed i t in the "~)'eek.ly11 m. thout 
detec ting the hidden insult Y1hich it contained . Here is the poem. 
The Yul eti de fl avour is obvious . lfo doubt you will detect the 
insult, to o. 

''rh e Christ mas snow rms falling 
On hill and dalo and moor; 
l,lurk:y and dim, the winter night , 
Murley tho l one l y shoro. 
Ee rie and shsdoey trees 
Rose by tho riv or 1 s brim, 

................ - ...... - ... ... Rearing __ their lee.f l oss branches - ............ - ... - - --------- - ·---"·---·-
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Yel l ow, and damp, and dim. 
In the deep mi dnight silence 
Soundod the stroke of one , 
And straight fl'<llll the hauntod chanber 
Str ode forth the ghost, alone . 
In awful and 6poctral 61lence 
Like a shadow it glidod by ; 
Loaving no traco of foots-tops, 
Yot aeon by oach startled oyo ! · 

And thus in the silent night, 
Still by n spectral light, 
St . Jim ' s 6006 th e gliding sprite." 

Tom llerry elected to spend a night in the haunted room. ilone 
in Nobody' e Study! At midni ght , the gas - light faded and died, & 

ghastly groan sounded and an icy finger touched the boy's brew. 
Tom lierry flung open t he door in the darkness, &nd rushed for his 
domitory. 

The next d,.y, Levison openly derided Tom llerry for COW&rdice, 
That night, Levison himself stayed alone in Nobody's Study. The 
jun i ors locked the door on him, and fastened it firmly with rope on 
the outside. The following morning Lavison had completely dis ­
appeared , but th e cl ot hes he had been wearing were in a heap on the 
floor of tho room. Tho story of th o ancie nt monk had r opcatod it ­
self, And, &fter many o:rci ting chapt e rs, Luml ey- Lumloy so l ved tho 
mystery, 

But, in this wonderful Christm as Number, the 50,000-wo r d St, 
Jim's story bad a 11full, supporting programme". l second long com­
plet e story was ''THE HOUND OF THE 1400R", a thrilling yam of Frank 
Kingston, Dete ctive, by Robert W, Comrade. (The latt er was, l be ­
liev e I &m rig ht in sayin g, our old friend, E.S. J ro oks . ) 

-- ni - a thtr~ong,-e ·ompiei-e!ft ·o-ry•-was"""THE---UlWlWJM;CBOOL '1; ­

TBIUMPH" by that rath ar myst erious individual, Prosper Howard. This 
was a story of Rylcombe Grammar School, with Tom \lorry & Co. much 
in evidenc a. 

On that seasonable blue cover of Christmas , 1912, were the 
words "CRAJID CHRISTMAS DOUBLE llUUJlER. OUR l!ESI' llUl.lBER". And, &e 

the Rio !Cid, forty years l ate r, would sey , - "The Editor said " 
mouthfu l !" 

******* 
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"A Sl'OLffi HOLIDAY" 

Revi ewed 38 yea r s after by Robert Farish 

(lJ;).I No. 407 • • •• "A Stolen Holiday." It lie s before me as I 
write, and what memories it r ec al l s . 

The year 1915 was remarka bl e in that it sa>r the publication of 
three magnificent doubl e numbers of the GD!, namely , " \,i nning His 
Spurs," "The House-mas ter's Home- ccming 11 and 11A St ol en Holid ay, 11 

the fi r st app ea r ing i n the Spring, the second in th e Summer and the 
third a few weeks before Christmas . 

Regina l d Talbot • ••• the most likeable character, 1n my opini on, 
ever created by llartin Clifford •••• was th e hero o f tho year , and 
th e GEi! W!l8 nt its zenith . The First 17orld War had begun to colrur 
tho et ories . The sen rc hlight s pierced the n i ght sky during the 
Zeppelin r a i ds, and eve n for Tom l,lerry & Co. th e hunt " "" on for 
Gem an spi es. 

"A St olen Holi day " wa.s o. good story, but it was r athe r epoilod 
for roe when I r oad at th e bottom of R. J. Aiacdonal d ' s picture: 
"Good-by e , old chap , " said Tom llerry, as he gripped tho hand of 
Ta l bot, who was to spend the vacation with Colon e l Lyndon. "Bost 
of lu ck , and don't forget us bef ore the end of tho VA.C. n 11You bot," 
said Ta lbot cheeri ly. " Good-bye, old fellow." I wanted Tcm J.lerr y 
and Ta lb ot to spend Christmas together. 

Gussy , as usua l, arranged th e Chri stmas holidays fo r his 
friends, but thi s t ime t bs holidays were to be spm t, not at East ­
wood House , but at Southclif f House on the Essex coast, the home 
of his uncle, Si r Pulten ey Vane. There had recently been oorte.in 
myst e ri ous happenings in th e neig hbourhood of Southcliff House. A 
spy or traitor had been making li ght - signals out to s ea . The polico 
had fail ed t o captu r e him , and it was Gussy's uncl e ' s idea th nt 
Boy Scouts , such as the St. Jim's fellon were, might succsed where 
the police had f ailed . This German a gent must be captured, and Sir 
Pulteney Vane. feeling that the St. Jim 's Scout s might accmplish 
the job, i nvited t hem to spend Christmas with him at South cl if f 
House. 

Sir Pulteney Vane' s sec ret ary was a naturalised German called 
Ott o Krantz , and thi s gentle man was a friend of J.lr. Ratc liff, the 
House-master of the New House. 

l.!r . Otto Krantz ' • real purpo se in vi s itin g lir . Ratcliff at St. 
Jim' s was • ••• unknown t o his <KDployer , Sir Pult eney Vane, ••• to per-
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auade Gussy and his frienda not to go to Soutbcliff Bouse for their 

Chrietmas holidSJIS because of certain dangers. But Ouaay wouldn ' t 

listen to him, and the r e was nothing more that be coul d do about 

it for the time being . 
Figgins, Kerr and Wynn went mis sin g during the morning of the 

break-up for the vacation, while Gussy astonished hie frie nds by 

turning out with an enormous amount of baggage , Part of this bau'­

age consisted of three huge trunks, and when Tagg lea and the gard ­

ener l oaded them into the big car, which was to t a.lea the chums to 

the station, the old school porter told Arthur Augustus that one 

of the trunk.a was "mortal • eavy . 11 Figgins, Korr and Wynn ware in 

tbo ee trunks, and when the train loft WSJ1land, t en happy fellows 

occupied a oarriago on their way to spend their Chris t mas holid ... 

at Southcliff Bouse , thanks to Gussy I s "t ac t and judg:,ont , 11 

But more of the Swell' a "tact and juc!snen t" was no eded, be ­

cauae when the trai n landed the boys at Soutbcliff village , they 

found Sir Pulteney Vane ' s ca r waiting for thom i n oharge of his 

secretary, Otto Krantz. The secretary recognised Fig~ns and Co. 

imznediately, and knowing that they bad been ordered to be detained 

at St, Jim's during the vacation, be showed at once that be in te nd­

ed to infom llr . Ratcliff, without dale;,, of their whoreabouts , 

Arthur Ausuatua, however , was equal to the emergency . 11Vewy well, 

Mr . Kwantz , " be said calmly , "I am glad to oee that you have so 

vowy koen a sense of dutay . It ia wathah womarlcablo in a Oarman. 

You paid a viai t to the school with the delibowate intention of 

muckin' up Sir Pultene7's awwangemente by inducin ! me to wea:iain 

away frcm beah , I am quite assured that, if my unola knew of your 

twicke1ey , he woul d wequeat you to leave hie service , I had not in ­

tended to mention the cat tab . Undah the circs, I ehall have no 

a lterna tiv e , " Thie broadside from Gussy oompletel y "bottled up" 

J.lr • ..Kr_wi_u, .l!,!ld be decided t o forgot all about Figgins and Co, 

Sir Pulteney Vane welcomed the St, Jim ' s juniors on their 

a rrival at Southcliff Bouse , Be waa very gl ad to see them, and 

having told th em as much as he could about t he recent mysterious 

happenings, the boys were all keen to track down a.~d capture the 

spy who had been o,aking light signals to the enemy . 

!(err , the New Bouse detectiv e from Scotland , suapected Otto 

Krantz from th e outse t, and after some clever work on his own, be, 

with the help of Figgins and 'liynn, captured Sir Pulteney'• secre t­

ary in the very act of s ending out light signals while the Zeppe­

lins ,rare ovorhe ad ••. _Tho •:e:r.;,ut, . up a .. t errlfic fi,ght,_ •. l!~- ~!.'!.l!.--



~~~~~~~~~~(364) ~~~~~~~~~~ 

ahot at Fiaill8 w1 th a piat ol. llut in the end the thro e '"" Bouae ii juniors ·.ltnookod him out, bound his wriata togother and oa.rried him 
in triumph to Southclit'f Bouao. 

Sir Pulteney Vane and the rest of the St. Jilp'a boya were as­
tounded when the;y learned ot what Figgins and Co. had acccmpllahed. 
Cuaay•a uncle couldn ' t believe that his secretary was a Geman epy, 
while OJ.say himself romanced that be had bad a "atwong auapiab" 
about Otto !Crantz all a l ong. 

Tho thr eo llew Bouse men were tho horoos of the hour , Tcm llerr;y 
declaring that "Figgins and Co., if tho;y liked, coul<1 oall tho II"" 
Bouse cock-house at St . Jim' s until noxt t orm. 11 

It waa a merry Christmas !or Tom llerr;y and Co., and all th e 

'

orri e r bocauae of tho happy anding to ".l Stolon Holiday." 
omYo. 407 waa the last ot the old-style doutle llWRbero, and 

during the ;year following its publi ca tion, lllY' tavouri te paper l ost 
something •• •• charm, atm"oaphere, call it what ;you like • • •• whi<lh, in 
11IY opinion, was never regained. 

---oOo---

THE SECBEll' OF THE Pillll'ED ROOII 
( Xmas Double llo. '?le Gtln) 

Bl OBOBOB SELLlllS ·-The ahadow of the unknown hangs over Eastwood Bouse. Lord 
Eutwood and his eon .lrthur .A.1J8ustua D'.!rcy have m;ysterioua~ 
iahed . What ha.a happened to th•? That is the problam To:11 lle?T7 
&. Co. set themselves to solve . 

George Kerr pla;ya a leading role in this grand story. The 
keen and canny scot gets on the track ot the rll8call;y kidna w er 
who is holding t o ransom Lord llaatwood and OUsa;y. Chained "1d 
ahackled tbe;y are both imprisoned in one of the old cellars at 
Eastwood Bouse . The butler, who is playing for high et alcos, loses 
in a battle of wits to !Cerr, who succeeds in aolv1D8 The Secre t of 
the Painted ROOIII. 

• •• * .. * * 
COLLECTORS' DIGEST n!!S JUWl3ER CROSSWORD 

~ 1 l. Thero are throe near Greytrlara. 7. Would Penfold mope 
to make ono? 10. It amde aa t hough .lwlt er would l iko one , but it 
would roall;y bo moro euitablo !o r 111bl e;y. 11. lilies Cleveland t o 
;you. 13. 170 prefor a merry ono. 14. lwltar boa n bod;y ono at ·--- ---- ------------ -------------
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Whiffles Circus. 15 . llauly 
like• it i n cl ass, Smithy, 
in his study . 16. Said in a 
muddled way. 17. The mite of 
tho s econd form has lost it. 
18. Bunter seldom has one in 
his pocket . 20. A borough in 
Johnny Bull's county. 22. 
Harry , in short, is followod 
by a girl. Quite laughable, 
really. 2 3. Rod.wing would 
lcnow how to handle this I and 
l!ob Cherry can do it, too • .. ,. 
24. Harry Wharton seldom goes 
on holiday .without his. 25. 
Lord Reckness• grandson. 27. 
A plaoe t o go to for the 
very best of kids? 29. He 
has a son at st, Jim'•· 31 . 

The Head stands between two duck's eggs in the entrance to his 
study. 33. The firs t and last of 11. 34. Pee l e undoubtedlJ' bas 

; one, the twister! 36. Presumably, the Greyf ri ars page will do this. 
37. An opening for llomington. 39. Wibley often did this. 40 & 42. 
Harr :, Wharton is, Rt l'lbart on Lodge. 41. Gussy ' s brother is Lord 
~. 43, Part of the t urret room bas gone, and the remainder ia . 
Ver? ~P· 44. Singularly , the se birds lose interest without a 
mass tree 
Dom, l. llartin's be st pal. 2. A jot . 3. The Greyfri ars stories 
never are. 4. He makes, part of it, but only the edg e . 5. The Toff 
is almost an erring lad . 6, Nobody has one et St, Jim's. 7 , Peter 
loses heart - maybe by means of lwlt e r , 8. They nevor grow it at 
St. Jim 1 • • 9, She might be tamer than Lor woo • • e 
middle of tlil Chase, 16. Two doubles for this girl, and when Bln'ee 
Singh is at home he ,has her in his pocket. 17. The Little Siste r 
of the Poor. 19. Describes th e ancient crypt of Greyfriars. 20. 
Special, in short . 21. Does the lie• Hous e junior pos sess one ? 22. 
Gosling is beard to aa:, it, and llr . lo!imble , the gar4,ener; has one. 
23. Harr:, \\barton & Co. I')ll for it sometimes near Pegg. 24. Coker 
is not, but Linle:, is - and there I s a girl in i t som..,.here. 26. 
Does Coker' s pal do this on the Green? 28, Loder coul d be, and 
·certainly is, when compared with the Juniors. 30, Tom llrown will 
............. _ .. , ................... ,- .. -... ... ~ .... ._ ...................... ~-............................. -,.,-.- ........... -...................... -.................... -.................... --. 
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be acquainted with th i s. AB a wireless fa n , he led T. V. at Grey ­
friars . 32 . And Wil dr ake will know all about this I I 35 . Bob Cherry 
i s a lw,cys ready fo r a bird of this nature . 38. I s this Mr. , Bank' s 
downfall ? 40. A lesson from llr . Quelch, who dispenses with the 
political gent l eman. \ 

A pos ta l order for five shillings will be forwarded to the 
sen der of the first compl ete ly corrs ot so luti on open e~. Solution 
in our next issuo, 

* * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * 

.BL;JJ(/;/JV 4 .. 
Conducted by J OSEPRiliE PACKIIAJI 

27 1 Archdal e Road ," East Dubi ch 1 London,,s.E .22 . 

Once again the season of Peac e and Goodwill is here , so Len and 
I would li ke t o extend to you all our beet wishes f or a very Happy 
Chri s tmas . No doubt al l you 'Uni on Jack ' enthusi as ts wil l once · 
agai n br ing out th ose treasur ed Dickensian Xmas stories by th e in-
imi t able Gwyn Evans, but I woul d a lso advise a re - re ad ing of the , 
st or y Walter Webb has chose n for us. 

I am afraid that I have aga in exceeded my allotted quota of 
space for Blclciana and, even so, my article on t he Three Musketeers 
will have t o be concluded in January. Fortun ately , I have dealt 
w1 th all th e s t ori es in the •Uni on Jack I in which they were feat ­
ure d, leaving only three S. B. L' s for th e f i na l in stn lmont. 

Jan ua ry :!llakiana ,ri 11 also co ntain the second part of Wal ter 
Webb's three - part article, e ach of whi ch are co!nplete in t hemselves. 
Thus we shall have a fine opening for th e l!ew Year . 

J. PACKIWI, 

SEXTOll Bl.AXE'S "ClllUSl'IIAS TRUCE 

By WAllrER l'IEBB, 

*** 
During its 39 ye a rs existence t he U?IIOII JACK LIBRARY published 

many a fine Yuletide st ory of Sext on Blake, but there were very few 
to better th at which appeared i n the year 1924 . Then George Hamil­
t on Teed proved, wi th a grand etory, called SEXTON BLA!Gil' S DLA$ 
TRUCE, ~hat he cruld write a Chris t massy det ecti ve yam quite as 
well as Gwyn Evans, rec ognised by popular vote e.a th e best of t hem 
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all . The da,ya ot the doubl&-number issue wore already a thi"8 of 
the past at that time, and t he ieeue in which we are concerned was 
not even an enlarged one; even so, it is outs tandin g, not only on 
account ot the excellent story it contained, but bocause ot the 
splendid coloured cover design by ll.R. Parlcer, work ho seldom sur­
passed in lat er years . It portrayed Sexton Blake, w1 th Mademois ­
elle Yvonne at bis side, greeting Dr. Ruxton Rymer with a cordia l 
handshake. At liymer•s aide stood llary Trent, his young and pretty 
ally. Both Blake and Rymer had doffed their hats in respectful 
greeting t o the ladies, and on the faces of all four were warm 
smilea, which simply e:i:uded peace and goodwill. Blake, shown in 
profil e, looked handsome and not unlike John Barrymore, one- time 
ecreen idol, in a blue auit , but Rymer and the girle 1Yere, warmly 
clad in thick coats, !.ar;y with a fu r round her neck, Yvonne with 
a scarf . Bot h girls wore a cloche bat, sure ly the most hideous 
article ever invented as headgear for the woman of tho twenties , 
and if this fact did strike a somewhat jarring note, the artist , 
cf course , was not t o blame f or that . The picture was completed 
with a vie11 of Winfiel d Grange in the background, with, still 
further back, ono or t wo gaunt , l e&fless tr ees . The wido drive , 
thickly coated with freshly fallen sno.-, gave tho necessary Yul&­
tido atmosphere, and so, now to the s t ory itself . 

It was Tinker who gave birth, and then voice , to an idea which 
had been nibbling at his brain for several deys. Tinker loved 
Christcas , and having w1 th his master fought crime all the year 
round, naturally expected to spend his Yulotide in ponce . His ides 
waa to shut up the house in Baker Street, pack l!rs. Bardell off to 
hor niece , and in sert n notico on th e front door, infoim ing the 
p,blic that th oy would be in offic e again on New Year • a ~. But 
Blake, "'1hilat sympoth1aing "1th Tink er ' s point of vi ew, pointed out 
that their position WllB ekin to that of a doctor, or a policeman -
they must be on duty at oll tim es. A disgruntled Tinker brightened 
up considerably Tthen John Graves, Yvonno1 a uncle , cc.me round with 
an invitation !roe, hie niece to spend Christmas witb ber at ;-,in­
field Grange . Graves suggested that they fix up a truce with the 
criminal classes over the holiday and ev en to invite sooe of them 
over to 11infield - an idea which Tinker gave bis most enthusiastic 
support . Thus it came about that amongst the dozen, or so, crooks 
Blake extended invitations to was Dr. Huxton Ry,:,er and bis pre tty 
secretary and partner, 1te.ry Tront. As Professo r (cont ' d P88• 370) 
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WANTED .JN TI IIE FOR XIIAS PLEASE! Nelson Lee Library,- lat New 
Se ries, 7, 15, 16., 17 , 19, 20, 33 & 40. Nos. 42 to 50, 52 to 56, 
66, 67, 85, 86, 88, 185, 186, 188, 189 . 2nd New Ser i es: 193 1 
complete only. ( 50 - 101). 3rd New Series. No. l and No. 20 only. 
JOHN GUNN, Junior, No. 1, Si'RATFORD SQUARE, NCJrTil!GlLIII. 

FOR SALE: Thrillers, Union Ja cks, Boys • Friend 3d and other odd 
copies of other pape rs. S.A.E. List. VI. CLOUGH, 3 FOllrHILL GROVE, 
SALE, IIANCBESl'ER. 

EXCHAIIGE/SALE: · First hundr ed issues Champion and Triumph, also 
early issues Rangers and Boys Magazines. Other books for exchan ge. 
GEORGE HIGHl'Oll, 14, GREYllOIJND RD., \\'ILLESDEII, LONDO!!, N.W.10. 

DEl'l!CrIVE LlllRA.RY WANl'ED: Your pric e paid for ~ of t he follow ­
ing numbers in good co ndit io n ; l, 2, 3 , 5, 6, 8 , 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 17, 19, 21, 22, 24, 29, 31, 33. L. PACKl4AN, 27 ARCHDALE 

RO~ .i -~~ ~~WIC~·-~!~~· - ~: ~'.~.~: - "" - - - - - - - . - - - - - - ............ .. 
1/A.."II'ED: Pre- war Champions. E. V. HUGRES, 38, EA.Si' FRON!' ROAD, 
P.\GHAfJ BEACH, BOGIIOR REGIS. 

FOR SALE, llagnets and S.O . La. at keen prices . WJJfl'ED: Jla.8net 
l'os. 1126, 1127, 1128 , 1175 , 1176, 1177, 1179, 1Ilo,'"T1 81, 1184, 
1185, 1229 , 1231 to 1236, 1393, 1400, 1401. S. A.E. for l ist t o 
H. BLOOM, 22 CLOVA ROAD, FORES!' GATE, LO!IDON, E. 7. 

WA."II'ED: Schoolboys' Own Libraries and Story Pape r Colle ctor -
J . BELLFIELD, 24 GHAINGERS LANE, CR!.DLEY BEA:J'H, Si'AFFS: 

~ · s.0.1.e. and S.P .Cs. - J.F. BELLFIELD, 24 GRilNGERS IJJ!E, 
GRADLEY l!EATH, Si'I.FFS. 

WA!fl'ED: To compl et e collection. Schoolboys • Own Library No. 27 . 
~ Lee Librari es , Old Series (small) - !los . 2; 5-19 inc l usive ; 
22; 23; 25 - 37 inclusive; 39 - 48 inclusive; 50 - 55 inclusive ; 
58; 61 ; 63; 64; 65; 67; 68 ; 69; 71 - 75 inclusive ; 78 - 84 in­
clusive; 86 - 94 in c lusiv e; 98; 99 ; 102-1 05 inclusive ; 107; 109 ; 
110; 111; 115; 116; 117; 124; 129- 134 inc l usive; 136; 137; 139; 
140; 141; and 142 . J ACK 1700D, NOSl'.W, 328 Si'OCKTON LANE, YORK. 

lo!oat ~ 1931-194 0 . Schoo l and Sport l - 24 . All Sports 1 -
450. 500 ''l'o pioal Times" 1930-1940. Schoolboys• Own Library All 
types . ..... 100 .. Newnes .. Dick __ Turpins'. ..... 200 ~ 1907-1 922 ... (Many, Talbot . 
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atoriea). Boys Realm 1913-1928, l!arvel, Boys' Friend Librai;y, 
Popular, Detective Weekly, (all periods ). Pals! Rocket, .!!2.I!.' 
~' C{pion, Yojg Britain, (early 1920s /. Triumph,~ 
Nel son Lee, about 1930 • Double Xmas Numberss Boys• Friend, 
~ (1917), !ielson Lee (1917), Cheer 1Boys , Cheer (1912 ), .!!2.I!.' 
Realm (1913) , Bound Volumes (!li nt): Boys ' Friend Weekly 809-844, 
845-883 , o... 499-553 (also includes Popular 2 - 16), Wild Weat 
Weekly (1938)' l - 26 . (Your duplicates accepted in part exchange). 
SATIS?,\CTION GU,\R:JlrEED. Exchang e suggestiona welcomed. Offers 
of books always appreciated. (Your pri ce usually paid !) . S,,\ .E. 
requirements, please. 

WISP.ING ALL RE.iDERS ./J. l.!ERRY CBRISTIL\S, .UID 
./J. HAPPY N'Ell YEAR, 

.:.:· :·.::·.::;:-~~~ L/JIBEl!I' ' :: ::::::::::::::--347 - GlsRl'RUDE ROAD, .. ::::::::::::::;.:;::~~~~~~ : .• : ............... -·· ·· 

Li ters:ey, Debating and Dialect Societies of Great Britain, Ireland 
and France, Seotiona III and IV, Ca.p il ed by Geoffrey lland l ey ­
Taylor and publiahed by Hinrichsen Edition Ltd., lluaeum Houae, 
Muaeum St, , London, w.c.1 . Price 5/ -, 

*** The a>ove is a most intere sting end concise list, sn addition 
to two already published, of societies of all descriptions, where 
men, and women love to get together and discuss subjects which 
interest them. It has evidently been canpiled with great care by 
!Ir , Geoffrey Handley -Taylor, for it is a mine of inform'ltion. 
Prominent are 11Writer Circles 11 which appear to exist in every town 
and city of any size . 

In Bibliography the 'C ollectors' Digest • i s listed with a 
reference to the four Old Boys • Book Clubs . 

Our existence only came to l!r, Handley -Tay l or ' s notice as th e 
handbook was going to pr ess, otherwise th ere would have been more 
about us. 

However, there is to be another edition shortly and he has 
kindly offered to give us special prominence. I should therefore 
be grateful if secretarise would l et me hove the actua l dates 
their Clubs were fomod straight away, 

Thanks to J.!r. H1111dloy-Taylor, tho activities of Frank Richards, 
tho Clubs and the C.D., got a fin o •writ.....up ' in the colums of the 
"Irish Independent" recently . 
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Androw :Buttarfiold, B,vmer " "" owner of Abbey Towers , o amall, well 
oqu ipped os tnt e , not f a r froc Horsham, in Sussex. IIAry, nt one 
ti mo, had beon housomnid t bo ro, but having discovorod th o eocrot 
of B,ymor' a 11 v olihood, ha d a oon provod that sho could , bo of far 
mor o val ue t o him os o pa rtner. Dospito tho gulf in tears, a doop 
bond of o.ffoct i on had quicklJ s prung up botwoen th em, , then doopon ­
od still furth er into l ove , with th e result that it -s on ly on 
rare occasions that Rymer moved without eith e r the advi ce or 
ac tiv e participation of Mary Trent. 

Rymer was in convers at ion \rl. th a c rook named Bennann Kl ei n when 
he receiv ed an indi rect message from Sexton Blake , asking him to 
coma ove r to :Boker Streat end gi vo his opinion to a proposal which 
th e detec t i vo wi shed to make t o him. Klein had two years before 
attocptod t o :ruin both Yvonne and he r unclo i n connection wi th 
what is rocord od in Sexton Bl ako' a I Index' ns 'Tho Caso of the 
Winfield Handicap '. Klein's plM s wer e foiled by Blllk o on th at 
occasion, with the re sult that the crook had been se nt to prison . 
Now he was out again , t hirst in g for r even ge , not only aga in st the 
detecti ve, but Yvon."le a.s we ll, and t o further that revenge he 

1 wanted the assis t ance of Rymer. It was aft er see ing llary Trent , 
tha t P.y,,,er wen t t o se a Blake . Tho idea of a t:ruce at Christme.8 
appea l ed to th e bett er eide of his nature, an d he gave Bl oke h i e 
whole-heart ed assurance th at he would r espec t it, On leaving 
Bilker Str ee t, Rymer made bis way t o t he Hot el Venetia , and ente l'-
ing t he American Bar , where he had arranged to meet Klein , ,....., 
s t nggered to see th e l atter in convorsation with none oth er tbnn 
th o maator - crimina. l, George llarsden PlUllllllor l Tho r ooaon f or 
Rymor' e amnzemont noe ds a littl e exp lan ati on horo . In hie previrus 
t uee l e wi tb Bl ake i t r,aa r ocordod tha t Plummer had met hie death 
thro ugh th e codium of the drend od Deat h Ray which had como i nto 
hie possess i on. The author of tha t e pisode was not Teed , nor was 
i t Oeborne ; the onl y wri t er lik ely t o kill off a popu l ar , long­
s tanding character like Plummer would be th e man who created him. 
The refore I can only as s ume that .Lewis .Carlton was responsible. 
Klein found a very willing ally in Pl ummer and tb e echec,e v,bich 
th e precious pair had co ncoc t ed betwee n th em includ ed a raid on 
th e Chr istme.8 party a~ the Grang e by as many fo ll owers ns th ey 
could rope in, t o grob as many val uables as th ey cou ld lay bands 
on and make a light ning get away . On being asked to join i n, 
Rymer.I. true t o bis promise t o Blak e refused, but because of bis 
frien shi p with Pl ummer)""oided te~.Ji,e detec t ive of bis 
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meeting with the two crooks. 
John Graves soon began to doubt the wisdom of Blake 1 s move 

"hen, "hilst out motoring he was shot at, but luckily not hit. 
When the luggage of ]!Jmer and llary Trent was searched atterwards 
the result onl y added strength to the theory that the shot was 
fired by !lycer. lllak e and Tinker were also the victims of an 
attack as th ey were motoring to the Grange. This time it was a 
dog-faced ape - one of the most savage specimen in e:r:istence -
"hich leapt from the branches of a tree and landed on Tinker• s 
shoulders as he was driving. After a desperate strugg l e, in which 
the car was nearly wrecked, Blake hi t the beast repeated ly with a 
heavy spanner, until, bettered into unconsciousness, it slumped 
to the flo or of the car. It was Christmas Eve when the attack s 
had taken place, and afte r dinner that ovoning the three victims, 
accompanied by Yvonne , having made their way to the library, dis ­
cussed what stops they must t ake in the face of the u.ntorseen cir­
cumstances which thon confronted th em. Suddenly, Tinke r eaw a 
faoo peering in at them through th e window, and recognising tho 
features of George llarsden Plummer, tho man both Blake and himself 
bad seen die boforo their eyes, was so overcome with shock that 
he was unable to articulate for some minutes, during which time 
Plummer had time to make himself scarce. Blake wru, concerned but 
disbelieving when Tinker managed to tell what he had seen, but 
'.vhen from other parts of the house came feminine scr eams and re­
volver shots, tilen Sexton Blalco knmv that a treacherous att ack 
was being made on the Gr""89. No doubt remain ed i n the mind of 
the famous criminologist but that Bymor had doublecrossed him . il ­
weys resourceful, Yvonne marshalled the lady guests into the 
music-room, where they were removed fran tho sceno of the shooting. 
Blake, Tinker, Gr,wos, and tho rost of the male guests, he.ving 
armed themselvss with weapons of different kinds, stood fast, 
grimly determined that the raiders should not attain their designs. 
It was then that Bl ake saw, with mingled surprise and gratifica.­
tion, the b i g frame of Dr. Huxton Rymer, side by aide with Graves, 
beating off the attack of a number of the enemy. When Blake lo st 
his weapon, Rymer coolly tossed him a spare one of his own, and it 
was that action which proved the turning point. 

Tho bandits "ere led by an Americe.n crook, named lllack Gana, a 
ruthless desperado, who knm• only one law - the l ar, of the gun. 
And it was by the gun - Rymur•s - that be died , for Bl ake, knowing 
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that Gans would take th e life of any one of the party without the 
s li ghtest compunction, shot him through the heart . On seeing 
tb ei r leader go down, and not in g t he grim, i nflexib l e featu r es of 
t he commanding-looki ng man behin d the smoking weapon, the r aiders 
were t hr own into a panic , wbich r esu lt ed in a disorderly r et r eat . 
Those ca ptu r ed we re so on di sa rmed and made secure, pendi ng the 
arriv al of the polic e . The only casualty amongst the defe nders was 
Tink er, who had been struck by a glancing bullet, but, unde r the 
skilful ha nds of Dr. Hurton Rymer, he was quickly made comfo rt ­
able , and the last act in t he drama took pl ace at his bed - side as 
Chris tmas Day was ushe red in. 

Tben Rymer exp l ained what ba d ha ppe ned after hi s mee ting w1 th 
Hermann Kl e i n i n the Venet ia. Bot h the latter and P lummer had 
urged lll.m to take advantage of th e proposition made t o him in order 
to arr ange a big coup at th e Grange , but be bad re fu,,ed to commit 
himself until be had seen Mary. When she talked th e matt er over 
witb him she woul d he "r not bing of Pl=er • s plan , but was a ll for 
acc epting th e off er of a truc e. As Mary's wi shes were more to him 
than anyt hi ng e l se in the worl d, he conse nted to do as she desired . 
In the meantime, Plummer came down t o Abbey Towers to li e low, and 
bro ught Klein with bim, and th ey agein pleaded witb him to join in 
with them ; he refused. He had giv en bis word and meant t o stick 
to it. On the day be ar riv ed at the Orange he kept a ren dez vous 
with Plummer , and heard of the a.tt e.mpt ed assass in at ions on tbe 
lives of Blaka, Tink er and Grav es . Thero v:as no hypocrisy in 
Rymer• s a ttitud e; he r emained st ri ctly nout r al over th o whol e 
thing, r efusing to joi n bis follow - crooks, yot not gi vi ng them 
away. The esca pe of George Marsden Pluamer , tho masto r -mind \.7ho 
bad organised th e wbol o affair, was sa tisf1<ctory to Hymer i n overy 
woy, even th ough, in . t hat inst ance, t hey had boon on oppos i te sidoo 
of- ~ho-fo nc • 

AB Sexton Bl ake of fered h i s hand in apo l ogy for t he treac he ry 
he had tho ught Huxton Rymer guilty of and in gratitude for the 
service he had rendered Tinker that ni ght, and found it gripped 
tightly in Rymer• s own, tbe joyous sound of be lls was heard echo­
in g e.cross t he fr osty air, ringing out tha t ol d famili ar message -
t he message of CHHISTIIAS. 

- - oOo--
''l' HREE HU11DRED -- Nor our " BY GERRY ALLIS0ll 

This montb - !lovember 1953 - the Sexton Bl clce Li br a ry 3rd 
Seri es •. ,Presents ... i t J! ... 300th. _number , ..... _Heart:,: •. congra t u l ati O!\ll ............. - ....... . 
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to th e publishe r s, authors and artiste on this fine achievement. 
There have now been 1426 issues of the S.B.L. over the three esios. 
Long may 1 t continue to appear! 

We are wont to gl'\llllbl e at the sort of y&rne we get these da.ya, 
but really ought to be glad th at we are still able to get new 
Blake stories every month , when almost all the Library's compeere 
of pre-war years &N now nothing but a memory. 

And this month we have two very good t ales, which provided ms 
with some most smjoyable r eading. As a matter of fact, I was 
pretty sure they were winne rs before I opened them. Bow come? 
Well, I get my copies ear ly e:ich month from Stringer ' s bookstall 1n 
Leeds Kirkgate :narkat . Ol d llr . Stringer, retired, bao many book­
sho ps all over Yorkehire , and has sup pli ed ms wi t h many good things 
in th e way of old boys ' books. Be ie a real expert antiquarian 
bookseller, a.nd also a Sexton Blake fan. Be alwa.ya snaps up tho 
now copioa o.a soon :is they appoar . 

This month, his wife t old :ne, he took one of tho new numbers to 
read in bed on t he day he got them from the dist ri butor . ''Be en­
joyed the tale so much, 11 Ure . Stringer went on, "t hat he actua ll y 
went down 1n the middl e of ihe night for tho other one , and finioh­
ed that , too, beforo be went to al oep!" Well, there ' s an entbua:iaat 
for you. Now for the books themselves . 
!lo. 299. 'The Mystery of tho Swindl or •e Stooge". 'iial tor Tzror. 

This yarn , with such an ugly title, ie one of Tyrer 1 a compotont, 
straightforward taloa 1 which can be r ead at a sitting . I read it 
at t;o, to be e.xact . The action 1'88 dividod betweon London, and 
th e fen district on t ho East coast . ill the character• aro well ­
drami. Thie nut hor baa a way of bringing even hie moat insignifi­
cant peoplo to lifo . Taco Pottor , who ,ms clork to the vallain of 
tho pioco, Josiah Symos. Potter only appe:>ra twico, but ho is 
quite a living pereont "on old erly man, who chowed clovoa, bocau.ao 
ho boliovod they diaguisod the flavour of rum. " Blake and Tinkor 
nro qui to good ; tho plot devolope logically; and th • rascals aro 
nll br ought to book . Vory satisfactory. 
!lo. 300. 'Tho Ccso of tho llameleoo Jlillionairo . " Anthony Paraona. 

Pnreona is in good form tho se de.,ys . Boro ho gives us a gr11nd, 
melod re.ce.tic yP.rn of n plot ngninst Egypt - all:,ost 1n th o a>lldog 
Druzm,ond tradition. There is m atom bomb invo l ved, >nd Blake just 
ci.1.nages to save the country at tho cost of five ribs, & broken l e g, 
and concu88ion l For this he goto t he Star of Egypt from the bando 
of ' the Gonoral ' hims el f . It is nice to aoo BlaJ<;e once more ao lyi,w 
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these intern ati onal quar r els. Pe rhap s be could go to 'l'ri eate next 
month. Parsons' "Stinkcr 11 is st ill a path ol ogical case. Snap out 
of i t, Anthony . 

* * * * * 
'!'EE THREE k'USKllrEERS (Part 3) 

By J OSEPHI NE PACK!d!N 

oOo 

After their last adventu re in France and subs eque-it escapo from 
the French police, the Three Musketeers appear t o have r etired 
from th ei r murderous criminal c aree r ; but in U. J. No. 1147 "The 
Adventu re of the Fiv e Gian ts " they emerge from th eir ret i rement at 
the req uest of their erst while patron »athew Card olok , to embark 
on &. fr esh crimina l adventure . 

Accord i ng to a report by a party of mi ners in a mountain ous 
distri ct of Meric o, the remain s of a race of giants has been dio­
cove red, and the Mexican Government bas given permis si on f or ex­
pert anthropo l ogists to investigate the matter . Now, an ancient 
Chi nese legend is believed by the l ea rn ed men of th at country -
that in the long, long ago t he r e existed a race of giants , and 
t hat the Five Giants of Sentee started upon a journey t o fin d new 
lands for the Emperor, who gave each of them a jewel , known as t he 
Five Sacred Jewels of Asia. 

These jewels, i f found upon or near the newly discovered skele ­
tons are worth a fortune, and just th e bait to capt ure t he in termt 
of Cardolak and his ogents, t he Three Jlusketeera . 

It is soo n lO'lown that these crimin als are fitting out an ex­
pedi ti on , and an old Chi nese friend of Blake ' s - Hong-L~ Soo -
requests bi s help in the matt er , fo r th e gi ant skeletons and the 
r are jewels they possibly hide are too valuable t o th e world for 
them to be destroyed anif the fewers - s to lon liy such van aa l s as - ti re 
'l'hroo l!usketeers and their uns crupul ous patron . Blak e natur a lly 
agrees t o help bis Chinese friend, ani be and '!'ink er set out for 
Uexico we ll prepared t o moot o.ny t rou bl e th at might arise; and 
tro ubl9 cer1tainly comes t o them, for th e Thr oe l..'usk et ee ra soon 
loam t hat th o detective is on tb oi r trail, and a mul"Ccr ou.s cam­
paign is start ed against Blak e and '!'ink e r. 

But a lth ough Bl ak o beats them at their own game, he ie not 
fated to meet them, for somethi ng far beyond his con trol tokes a 
band in t he game. Late one night when their camp li es in slumber -
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except tor Blake and a peon who are on guard - there 1a an ominous 

rumbling, eee mingl y from the bottom of an ab.)'8s near thsm . It 

awakens Tinker and the rest of the peons 8Dployed by Blake, and as 

the rumbling grows louder the very earth beneath th em seems to r1so 

and fall in swiftly passing waves. From across the ravine comes a 

low whistling sound ~hat rieee and risea to a deatenin& roar, cul­

minating in a monatrous craeh, wi th a wild burst o! red flame to 

the Kast. It i• an earthquake and an eruption amongst the volcanic 

mountains, and it is only the fact that Blake and his party are on 

the aide ot the ravine Pay from the upheaval that they survi vs. 

All night long a terrific storm rages, and then a bleak morning 

reveal , the e>dul damage that nature has caused . 

Nothing mor e is seen of the Three l!Ueketeers, even when, aftsr 

a terrible journey , Bloke and hie party at le.et reac h t he cave 

where th e giant skeletons have been discovered. Blake finds that 

Hong--Lo-Soo is right, to r under the spot where each ekoleton had 

lain was hidden a jewel, the Five Sacred Jewels of Asia1 - a giant 

diamond1 an enormous ruby, a mammoth pearl, stil l enclosed in some 

,;. strange sort of quartz, which Blake discovered later, served to 

keep it "alive"; a great sapphire and a wonderfu l top az . lioWIDiar 

thoee arch roguee coveted ouch beautiful jewel s. 
A skeleton a.~d a jewel are handed over to the care of fi vs 

different museums, and Blake and Tinker return to lingland satisfied 

that they have performed a good service to the world. As for the 

Three llusketeers, no more was heard of them. All Blake could dis­

cover was that Cardolak 1 s ,Y80ht SUJJrA!i was c ruising in the Gulf 

of llexico for some weeks , a.~d then one da,y it sailed away as 

mysteriously as it had come. ~t Sexton Blake knew t hat if the 

llueketoors still lived th o future would bring proo f, for while 

thos e thr ee crooks existed, some upheaval in tho underworld <-'Ould 

alv.'SYs cast them to the surface. 
This is tho last story about tho Throe }luskotccrs to bo re ­

corded i n tho Union Jack, thoir r emaining advonturos boi ng dos­

oribod in tho Soxton Blako Librnry . 

PUBLISl!ERS ,ors - 1953 illNUAL 

Although every care is exercised in the duplicating and making 

up of the 1953 ANNUAL, it is possible that fBUlt s such as bl ank 
pages etc. 1 heve poased through unnoticed. Should this occur in 
IOUJ! Annu&l, if you would ret u rn it to us we will Nctify the 

aama1 with pleasure ·~----------- --- ------



Ily Jack Wood 
llostaw, 328 1 St ockton Lane, York . 

Thank you, Ilob Blythe, for yow, good wishes on my taking over 
t his important section of the C.D. Thank you, too, on behalf of 
all Leei tes for all the excellent groundworlc you have put in over 
the las t sh: years in keeping the St. Frank's flag flying so 
br ave ly . I only hope I shall be able to main tain the high stand­
ard you have set; perhaps ?lipper himself, in introducing the 
first number of Nipper ' a tla.ga.zine, expressed my own thoughts at 
this historic moment remarkably well. · 

"'ifell , here it is, 11 he wrote. "I'm not going to blow any trum­
pets, or clash arvJ cymbals, or anything of that sort. I •m hoping 
my little magazine wi ll speak for itsel1' . " 

"If there's anything you don't like, juet Ray so. If there are 
improvement s to be suggested, ~,ell, suggest t hEIII. I'm willing to 
do anything reasonable to please those for whom I am catering. 
After all, that's my job. I want this magaz ine to be alive, and 
I've done my utmost, w1 th the ass ist ance of willing helpers, to 
make this fir s t number a real bunch of energy. It stands to reaaoo. 
that there will be improvements as r;o go along , and I have in hand i 

a number of ----0ontributions ,." ~ ---
"Any fellow is at liberty t o send in manuscri pts, and they can 

be quite sure of a. fair reading. I want snappy artic les, short 
sto rie s and topical para.graphs, and th ere is a good op ening for 
sketches, so buck u p, you authors and artists, and do your little 
bit to make t hings hum. 11 

Like !lipper, I have done my best t o make this, my first j ob as 
Nelson Lee editor, interesting and ent ertaining. I hope you will 
rall y round and give mo tho support that I ' m hoping for in the 
months ahead. And now, with best wishes for Xmas and the New Year 

.• · .: • road .. on! "'""'" ... - .......... -, ...... ,., ......................................................... ,., ............................................................................... . 
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HAJIDFUl!l'!!' S BAD llAllGilll ! 
By W.F. Champion 

*** 
(Conc lud ed ) 

"The sudden jolt had such an effect upon the springe that tho body 
tri ed to part company with t he cbaseis . Clrur ch sho t up into the 
air, th udded down again, and sk idd ed off tho sea t, laoding on hi s 
back. He strugg l ed thoro amid the suitc ases and bags, Cl\lttering 
impre catio ns . 11 

Soon after, in Helmford, a policeman holds up his hand - bu t 
Handy, withou t knowing it, i s in top gear again . He just mana ge s 
t o mies th e man-in-blue by a bare inch or two. 

"This ' 11 mean prison!" gurgled llcCl ure bre ath le ssly . "He's got 
your number, and you' 11 be summoned-- " 

"I can ' t st op t he t hing !" bowled Rand.forth desperately. 
B~r, after a few more hectic mile s have been covered, he 

does manage to more or l ess master the surging, sno rti ng jug g er­
naut , and th e j ouni.e y continu e s more or leas p eacefully-for & 

spell! 
'There came a sudden devastatill8 r attle, a fearfUl cr ash , and 

silenc e-a t le a.at, compar at ive silence . The Ford s til l went on, 
and the eng!.ne we.a still pulling . 

"ffiloa ! 11 roared Church. 11We' ve dropped something I 11 

:But it wa s only the of fside rear wing, which the shocked Handy 
ord e red to be salvaged and dumped in the car with the l uggage . 

The ne:1t thing to part c ompany was a headlamp. 
'Th ey sear c hed for t he head l omp, and found i t in the graes . Not 

that it W&B much good, since ono of the back whee l s had run over 
1 t. Ha.ndforth was now-beginning to look more omd more concerned. 1 

J ust before llanni ngton is reached they come to a 11 ttlo doc lin o 
Md an a rc hed- br idgo - n c011111on onougb objoct on th o English coun­
try roads . 'Tho Ford gntbo r od epoed as she went do,m, a nd th ore 
was a sudden jolt as she took the hump of t he bridge . Church and 
14cClurs bounced upwards, two suit-cases fall out; the hood to re 
free from its mooringe, and dropped overside in th e dust. 1 

Oh! t her e was lots and lots more in this v e i n, page after page 
of it - -&1d I st ill feel as thotl8h I'd swa ll owed a whole bottle of 
rejuvenating tonic whenev er I r ead it ! 

However, the hood i s picked up , tattered and torn, and j oi ns the 
wing and __ ,the . headlamp __ in . the . back __ of __ the •. car, .. whil e_ Handy w_a~c he_s ... 
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with a set e.xpreseion of misery: 1 He was looking pale, and th er e 
were haggard lines appearing on his ruggod face. ' 

In this way they arrived at St. Frank's, and the old schoo l is 
shocked. Naturally, when he learns what has transpired, William 
Napoleon Browne is shocked most, an:l decides he must put matters 
right. 

So, immediately after a hurried tea, he, Bandforth & Co., Pitt, 
and three or four more juniors pack themselves into th e Ford like 
sardines, 'the unfortunate vehicle sagged perilously,' and the un­
certain journey bac k to Miggs Garage is commenced. 

The return journey is, if anything , even more mir ~h-provoking 
than the run to St. Frank's, but space does not permit going into 
full details. The springs go, anothar wing falls off, there are 
two punctures, one wheel goes all 1wobbl y 1 , then a door and a 
number-plate dro p off into the dust . 

At one point t her e was a ' noiee that sounded like half--ozen 
explosions in one. The Ford simply shivered fr om stem to aternt 
t lle bonnet burst ope n, bent and twisted , and the radiator c aved 
back . There was a t e rrific and uneart hly jolt. But still the 
Ford ro ared onwards. 1 

In actual truth, they had shed the engine, which was rolli ng 
down the ro ad after them, in th e dust, 'smoking and knocking it­
self to atoms. ' 

'The radi ator followed . It gave one or two sagging jolts, boil ­
ing water spurtin g out amid clouds of steam, and then it rolled 
sideways and disappeared . ' 

By now the hurtling monster had no brakes, not even an engine 
to steady its pace by compr ession, and a ll the packed bunch of 
hilarious schoolboys could do was hold on and hope for th e best--­
leaving Handy to cling grimly to the steering-• 1heo l. And at thi s 
interesti~~g e, anot h~f those hump-backed bridg es appea r s 
ahead . The Ford hits th e hump, and simply rises into the a ir. 

'For a brief fraction, the occupants had all tht ,. sensations ot 
flying, and then th e Ford hit t he ground, slewing round at the 
same moment. To rema in whole any l onger was simply out of th e 
ques tion. The strain upon tho wheels was tremendous. There were 
a seri es of cracks like gunshots, th o wheels flew off i n all direc­
tions, and the body struck th e road with a thudding crash, and 
slith ered along amid th e dust.' 

luckily, not only is no one hurt, but, at th is juncture, a 
l _orrr, ... or .. the _ "tipping ... variety" .. arrives .. on ... the ... scene L _and 1.Jo r .a ..... 
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f ive r, the driver agrees t o cart the remains of the 0 anci&nt­
f li vver" to it s des t inat i on. 

Well, to cut a l ong story short, they eventually a rrive at t he 
garage -- to catch t he unsuspecting llr . Miggs s t anding happily by 
the side of the Austin - seven, tho engine of which is ticking-ov er 
beau tifUlly. 

Of course, the rogue h3sn 1 t a l eg t o stan d on. Browno points 
out that tho transac t ion was not l egal, Handforth be ing e. mero 
schoolboy. Ho fUrtb er casually ment io ne tho fact that bis father, 
tho eminen t judge Sir Rufus Browne, i s pre si ding at tho lo ca l 
oaa iz ea sho rtly , whereupon tho rasc n ll y W.ggs, thoro ughl y subdued, 
a llo ws llandy to drive off joyou sly in hie Austin without a demur. 

And so cndo d a most excit i ng and unusual fir s t day of torm l 

****** * 
THE N.AllE' S THE SAi.IE ! 

sroLS FROM 110:.l!N' S WA11El', Sequel to !.!eat ing in P,sb li c House. 
Nelson Lee, aged 55, brick l ayer, of Fortune Gate Eoa.<l., Harlesda-l, 

was fined £20 at Willesden Court on Monday fo r st ea ling about £5 
from !.ire, Bertha Mith Tay l or at Beaconsfie ld Rood , fli ll esden . 

(Extract f rom t he 'f.illesd en Chronic l e, 6th November, 1953.) 

* * * * * 
BROOKS !'..AD Y.ORE SCOPE! By R. GODSANE 

A great advr.ntage enjoyed by the autho r of School-Detocti ve 
s tories ove r the author of School Stories i s th e wid o scop e offer­
od . E. S. Brooks has taken fu ll adv1llltage of this situation with 
bis ski ll in blending the two , I nstend of being confined to tho 
usua l breaking of bounds after lights-out for th e purpose of plac ­
ing bots with tho loca l book-maker , or playin g billierds and cards 
with doubtful characters, Brooks uses the br eaking of bounds at 
night for the pur pose of investigating the mystery running t hro ugh 
the se ri al . 

In the earlier Nel son Lees quite n few investig,tions by Nippe r 
& Co. sometimes witb Nel son Leo, wer e carried out it night , and 
Bro oks made good use of the riv er Stowe and Willar-is Is l and , which 
t o my mind added groa t or int orost to th o Seri al . In the Hunter t he 
Hun sorieJ., the rebe lli on is more or l ess confinod to t ho d~ , e.nd 
the mysterious activities of Mr. Hunt or bei ng inv estiga ted at 
night . In oth er words, ·t he reader is t reated to t wo sto ri es with 
·····-····· .. --····-·--·-·"''''-·'······-·-·-....... _._,_, _____ ,, , .. -............. _ ....................... -.... , ................... , ,-, ................................................. , .. , .............. . 
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close connections between them. The author i e not bound quit e ao 
much to the form room and sporting events, and can give his atten­
ti on to happenif18S outside th e school whilst still giv1f18 attention 
t o the i ns id e doponding on th e se ries being written. The much 
wider range of characters is also an as eot as he is not confined 
t oo much to loc a l rough characters for bis stories of l es s sports ­
manli.ke type s . 

0Will8 to Be l eon Leo's co nnec tion with Scotland Yard detective 
Brooks cM bring in crimina l gang s into his stories wi tbout them 
appearing incongnious, suc h as the Creon Triangle cr.,.minals and 
th e Chinoae drug smugglers during t ho St . Fr8llk' s st-.y in London, 
afte r Tit us Alexis bad se t fir e to the collego nea r Bell ton . This 
gives a fine opport uni ty for Nelson Lee and Nipper to brif18 their 
skill to bear in beating the crooks, and ma.lcee good readi f18. 

Br ooks cleverly br if18s i n sane light r elief in t br detective 
~ide with the activiti es of E. O. Handfortb , who st r angely enough, 
li1<s a neve r failing high opinion of his detecti vo ability, even 
r.ft or hi s many attempts and f a il ures . - -..; ':.. .. . . .- .. . . . . .... -· -·- .. -· ---·- ·-·- ·-· -· . ·-·-··· · -------. ---·-. -· -·-·· ·· 

OL.OBOYS/'_BOOJ<.CLUB 
L O ND O N SECTION 

By a fortunate coincidence t he Novembe r mooting of th e club WM 
bold at the home of Blaldana, J osie Packman •s r esidence at East 
Dulwicb, t hus cel ebr a ting the Diamond Jubilee of Saxton Bl ake. An 
excellent a tte ndance gra ced t he portals with II. Throckmorton making 
bis first vi sit . Chai man Len welcomed the company in his usua l 
breezy style and once th e agonda fomalities were done with got 
down-to the -li ghter side 0£-the meeting . 

Alan Stewart gave an excell ent report of hi s visi t to Jiany 
Iraldi in New York , hi s inspection of Jimmy ' s Hamiltonian collec ­
t i on, coin collection, Sher l ockia eouvonirs etc., truly a. very 
happy occa..sion . 

Impromptu t a lk fell to the lot of Bob Whit er who outlined how be 
began to read th e old papers . Brother Douglas st a rted hi!!! on th e 
road whon 8 years ol d by giving Bob a "lln8n et" to read t o ke op him 
qui et. Thus the urge to read th o pape r s started and all the onoe 
of _tho ao de.ye wero ... indulged in, 11iraenota" , N."Goma11

, t!io Thomson ... -···--
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"Famous Fivo 11 pl us "The Modorn Boy 11 and th e Greyfriare Holid~ 
Annual s . Continuing Bob stated that t here was only a thin d1 viding 
lin e between bis lik e of t ho "Kagne t" and "Gem". I'ho talk was 
thorou ghly en joye d end gre at was t ho applause a t the close. 

Eleanor Packman had cooked up a good quiz and this was won by 
Lon with Bob Whiter second nnd Charli e Wright and lllj'eeli in thi:ro 
position . Foll owing thi s Ron Deacon co nduct od a moa:.ory tost vd.th 
fifty nnswers t o be given . Charlie //rig ht gained first place and 
J osi e s e cond with Bob Whit er in third place. Two very fine com­
petitions and greatly enjo yed by all. 

An extensiv e sa le and exchange was co nduct ed and as the fe ed 
was fi rst rate the whole meetin g was a qualified success. 

Chri s t mas moe ting was fix ed for Sunday Dec ember 20th . , 3. 30 p.m. 
at 706 Lordship Lane, flood Gr e en, !1. 22 . 

UNCLE BENJil!IN. 
- -00000---

NO R THERN SECTION 
14th November, 1953 

*** 
Vera. Coat es , foundation CJ.ember , will .!!..2!_ be at the Christmae 

party , for on t hat d::l.t e sho has en oven moro important engagemo nt 
- it's hor weddi ng dllo'I 

At this, our Uovcmbor meet ing, thcreforo, chairmen J. Broozo 
Bentley had th e pl oasing duty of pr esenting her with a timo;,ieco 
on behalf of t he Club. In doin g so 'Bre eze I said humourouely 
that ho did not know wheth er it ,:ould aid he r to prepar e her hu s­
band o. cup of tea or vi ce versa. 

Though Vera will ch ange her name she assu r es u s that it will 
no t change he r habit of attending twelve meetings of t he o. B. B.C. 
pe r ye ar. 

Many happy years, Vera. 
There wa.s a sp l endid att endanc e , inc l uding thre e who c an onl y 

attend occasionally. Cliff Beardee ll , Charles Auckland and Robert 
Pick. Cliff and Char l es fr om St ockport and Sheffield r espective l y 
would vow, I am sure, it woe well wort h tr avelling many miles to 
bear our chairman's t alk on 110eorge Joseph Carbe rry" a prominent 
member of t he Greyfria re Sixth in the ea rl y dllo's of the liagnet. 

' Bree ze • also brought in several chapt ers from Mo.gnat No. 107 
"The Cad of t he Sixth" ,,hic h be said was one of Frank Richards • 



··--------·-·-- -·-- - (382) ------··- - - ---
finest a t oriee , and the one in which Carberry was expelled, 

Thia can be aaid; aa read by Br eau it sounded aa dramatic aa cnny ,:. st11ge thriller, He bold his liatenere oompleto in hie 
hnnd until neMly nin o'cloc k and got a terrific r ound of applause 
nt th o finish . 

Th e tallc will appear in the form o f !Ill article in t he 
Annual, 

Now d on't forget th e Party on 12th Dececber. It et a."ts at 4 pm. 
If you can possibly a ttend please ndvis e secretary No rman Smith ~s soon no evor possible , There ' ll be plenty of fur. and games , 
and food in abundanc e . 

l!ERBSJ!I' LECml! Y, Nort he rn Soc t i on Corr espo ndent , 

* * • * '* 
lilDUIID SECTIOli IIEEl'ING - 16th llov cc bc r 

Our programmo for this e vening bad be en nrr nngod by ll oesrs . 
Bollfi old and Port o r "'1d th oi r fri ond Uias Busao ll so wo "" ro 
, ... ur od of a full nnd onjoyn bl e bill of f a ro, I c omment e d i n last 
mont h 's roport thnt n ltbough rm :i.r o mr.inly Groyfri nrs ont buain ste 
we had deserted our Alma llater for a t rip to Rook:wood. Now we 
want further and went home fo r Cbriatm aa with Ji.any Silver & Co, 
t o th e Rook:wood equiva l ent of Wherton Lodge, namely Silver ' s home 
''The Priory". 

Our progrl1!:lllle commonced '7itb a reading by 'l' O!II Port e r !roe, 
"S.O ,L," llo, 138 , ''The Obost of th e Pri ory" . We be a rd bow Love ll, out of eheor bravado s l oops alono in the haunted room and gets t he 
fright of hi s young lif o r.hon ho s ees and feele tho ghost, \lo are to hear t he ond of th e st ory at our Christ mas Pa rty , Somehow I 
don't think t bs ghost 1a a real one , and I fancy J.!orny is aus ­
picious of it, 

lie were back at Gre:,!riara in the qui x which followed , Our 
chairman scored 100%, an a lmost unheard of event previously, 

Then back again to Bookwood fo r a dialogue which we had to 
complete with our own ver s i ons ot the ending. These were then 
read out for adjudioation , Jack Ingrem being the winner and re­eei vil"l6 the attractive prize of a. vintage "Collectors I Digeat". 

Desp i te all this happ y activity , wo nevertheles s found Ume 
to raffl e the la t ea t ''Tom Merry Annual", Oux moat rec ently joined lady member made tho dralY an d , . to our gr ont pl eosure and amuaement drew hor own number, . Only cads lik e Buntor and Skinn er & Co. __ 
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would thi nk that its a ''wan81o." 

Yet anoth er evening went ve r:, swi f t l y , and I must c onclude by 
recording our most grateful thank• to Ber,l, Tom and Jack for 
their en thusiastic and untiring efforts on our behalf. 

* * * * * * * 
JIEl!SBYSIDB SBOrIOI! 
8th l!ovember, 1953 

EDWJJ!D D! VEY. 

Thore was a somewhat small er company present at this meeting, 
but, in view of the bad weathe r, it was quite s atisfact ory, &nd 
did not det rac t in any wa::, f rom th e ovening's enjoyme nt • 

.l number of mat te rs wer e dealt vit h by the chairman, and 
arrangements wero concluded in t he matt er of an informal .Ima.a tea, 
which is to be hold on Sund ay, 13th December, a t w .. terloo l!oua e. 
Don Webster and Fr ank Case will be going to Bi tmingham and Leeds 
reep eo ti vel;y on 12th December, s o it looks li ke being quite a 
feeti ve week- end !or them. 

The Ncen t acquisiti on of a number of complete "Nelso n Lee" 
series is very pleasing , and much more aatisfaotocy than the 
rat he r miscellaneous select i on with whi ch we have had t o make do 
up t o now. 

llost of the evening was take n up b;y a gene r al k:nowl ed&e team 
quit , and this was a great eucoess. Verr few poin t s separated 
th e cont68tante throughout, and t ho issue W88 in doubt al.1%1ost t o 
t he end of the la.at r ound. Jim Wal sh acted as arb ite r , and he 
bad quite a job on at t imes - we were all s uch volubl e talk.ore -
except when we were stumped by our opponents' "snorters" - despite 
the latter' a assurances tha t thoy t.'ere 11eaay one s". lie s hall 
c e rtainly have a repeat next month. 

The mee.ting ended wi th the library business at 10 p .m. 
!!ext mee.ting 13th December . 

FRAIIK CASE. 

,urral!l'ISB Ill TIIE COJ:.Lim0R3' l>IGES!' 

lcl .per word 



IT'S :n&JILT BB,ll)T -

THll S:sviar!'B C,D • .I.DUAL - 'l'Hll ADUAL 

il rr•s zmrrrut 

'l'Hll POJ!LICilIOII OP Pl!Bl'BCTI0:11 I 

SOIII OF 'l' BB COlr Birr S 

Cedar Creek - The School in the llaclcwoodo by Leonarcl Paclaaan 
'l'he Barclieet Annual ot ill _, ..................... -.................. by Gerald illieon 
Red lla6net 11.agio. . ..... b7 Roger M. Jenldne 
Speaking ot ildinea ......... .. .. .. .. ......... by Char l ee Wright 
'l'he Teare ot Conquest --· --·-- ...... _ _______ : ....... _ .. __ .... -- .... -... -- by llr1o ~• 
'l'he Jack, Saa & Pete Reprint• -..... ·-- .. ·---- __ ,by W.'l'. Thurbon 
Oreyfriara Tereua St. Jim'• 

( a debeto) .... ...... .... by Herbert Leckenby 
They ilroto of Sexton Blake ....... _.. . .. ..................... by ll <abere of the ...... - ........... - ............................ _.Sexton Blake Cl:rol e 
The st. 7ranlc ' e 8- ·- ·--·-- .................. -- .. --·-·-·---· by Robert B}rthe 
100 Teare of Bo71• Weelcliee ... _...... .. ... .. _ ........ _ ........ _ . b7 U..rbert Lect:•'tit 
light llaid . . . . ... . ............................................................... ......... b7 Peter lfallcer 
Random Baoolleotiona . . . .. -............. _ ............ -....... - ... -........ ,_,_ .. _ by , George llell 
Carbel'l'J', Late ot the Greyt:riare S1rlh -·- ·-... -. b7 J. Breese Bentley 
The Adult We ot the llaenet and Gem ........... _, __ .... .. _, __ .. ,_by 11:rio Payne 
st. Frank ' o Sto:riee in t he 3d 

Jlu889t Library . 

The Colleotora • "Who' e '1h0°. 

.. ............... ,_ .. _ b7 Jaok llurtagh 

DOIi"? DBL4Y IF YOU 11.1.Vlllf' T Ol!lllml!D IE 

YOU' LL Bl SOIIBT IP TOD III SS lT 

PBICII 10/64 
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