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Editor, Migcellaneous Section,
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Exchange,
C/o Central Registry, Northern Command, Yok,

THR BIG DISPATCH: When the news broke that there was the possibil-
ity of a railway strike on the eve of Christmas I got a shock snd
no doubt some of you would say to yourselves "Fill the Annual get
through?' Well it ocertainly gave me a headaohe that Sunday morn-
ing, for as smnounced lagt month wo bhad arranged to make December
18th the posting day. It struck me straight away thet if the
strike did come about we should be cutting it very fine and there
would be a real danger of some of the Annusls for long distant
destinatione, South Coast, Sootland and eo on, at anyrate, not
gstting thraugb b:r Ghri.stmas, or even bs:l.ng lost in '!;hs chmu which

mailed. some dsars eu!ier). That would lmve bem an ampemﬂng
disappointment, & sheer oalamliy, sesing hltherto everylhing had
moved on oiled wheels, However, on the Monday morning came a chat
on the 'phone with the York Dupliceting Services. FPlans wers made
to spesd things up. Thess, and in addition, some valuable belp
from Jack Wood succeeded, and early on Wednesday morning a.ven
came along, the stacks of packages were loaded, and a fow minutes
later passed intc the hands of the Q,P.0, 'Iwas a bappy and drems—
tic finale. Ounce again the Annusl had got throughl

Aftorxwards! When the York Duslicating Agency ‘phoned me on
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that Wednesday morning and tcld me that the Annuals no longer
ladened their tables I gave = great sigh of relief. Then came the
sstisfying thought, “Seeing they got away two days esarlier I
should be getting some reports before the Christmas break. And my
word! they started sooner than I anticipated for not very many
houre after the big dispatch came a telegram from John Geal. I%
reads "Annual terrific. Best aver, Congratulations. Convey same
to Printers. Thanks Eerbert, Happy Christmas,”™

Well, that was an encoureging start if you like and shortly
aftorwards the letters started to come in a continucus flow,
"Exseedingly well produced; e rezl masterpiece, worthy of praise
for all conoerned" said E.P.K, Willett. "I certainly consider the
whole production firet rate and remarkable value, Both you and
the publishers should be most heartlly congratulated" commented
Peter Walker. "Congratulations on what I oan quite homestly say
is the beet Annual yet, It is simply terrifio; I read it straight
through at one sitting and enjoyed every page" oame from that
young enthusisst Anthony Baker,

And maybe I can be excused if, as I prepare the January c.h.
this Christmes Day, I quote from a friend I did not kmow a yeor
8go. "Annusl Teceived yesterday also your letter, Fancy finding
time to write to me when you must be so busy, You are a great
scout Herbert; end now I appreciste why you are held in such high
esteem... How o the Annual, I am delighted with it, I keep
glancing through 1%, but I em determined o put it aside until
Christmes and then won't I have a time,.." Ernest vhitehead,

¥o I don't think you will think me conceited in quoting from
these for I am sure you will realise what a joy it is to me that
I have the C.D. and the Annual to think sbout as I sit by the fire

oh onme more Christmas Day or how lost I should be 4f I hadn't.

¥ % ¥ ¥ % 25 ot
DEATH OF A MPMBERs I deeply regret to ammounce the death of 5.7,
Orme of Uttoxster, whe pessed away on November 30th., Owing %o a
disebility he was unable %o take an active part, but meny of our
membera knew him well as s pen-friend. A1l will sympathise with

his relatives in their bereavement.
* * * %

THE SILVER JACKET: When I heard of the new Australian paper I ex-—

pressed a wish to ses one if one could beé obtained in London. Well
we've some grand scouta, ever on the alert in the intexests of our
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old mag, and it wasn't long before I received a copy of the "Silver
Jacket", In fact it was only lack of space which prevented me men-
tioning it last monmth., The scout was Ben ‘hiter. Phanks Uncle
Ben,

Weoll, the Silver Jacket hae got a most attractive cover, with
& ploture of an ajrman advertising s "Biggles" merial. The title is
in red, on & panel with s yellow background, A broad silver border
glves it a nice finigh,

The Captain W.E. Johms serial is "Biggles Works it Out."

The most important thing abeut the Silver Jacket from our
point of view ia that Charles Hamilton is writing a Carcroft story
for it., The one in the first number is entitled "Just Iike Turloay"
it is in the master's best style, the only drawback being it ian't
long sncugh, Maybe this ocan be remedied,

There is alsc a brief reference to the author saying "Frank
Bichards 1 the world's most famous writer of school stories,"
Well, I den't suppese anyone will want to question that,

"The Silver Jacket" also contalns several stories in picture
form, strip cartoons and & number of interesting artioles, includ-
ing a graphio account of the sinking of the "Fitanio" in 1912, one
of the gea's greatest disasters.

"the Silver Jacket" im Magnet size, costs 1/~ and is published
monthly, A good effort and it deserves to be successful,

Later, Anthony Baker has won & guinez in the new paper and I
have also him to thank for introducing the C.D, to its editor.

* ox X % a

"WHO'S WHO" HEFLECTIONS: A browse over the "Collectors! Who's Who"

in the Anmual makes a fascinating study. I% contains for instance,
the ages, the vocations and ths mldreaae'

Petor ‘i's'bster ageli 22,331& o’ahar echoolboys, :-i.ght up to our 'gremd
old man' Arthur Lewson, who still hale and hearty, fortunately,is
well past witat used to be considered the allotted span, Most
strongly ropresented are the men in thelr "fortiea," who would be
going to scohool when the First World War started and on to the
days when pence had come againg tho halcyon years of the Magnot,
the Oem, the Nelson lee and the Union Jaclk,

The vooations! How gratifying as you soen them do they prove
to be for they show that our membert ceme from every class and
calling; ministers of religion, half-g-dogzen schoolmastera,
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engineers, civil servanta, men from the factory and the plough,
doctors, journaliste, warebousemen, soldiers, shopkeepers and others
%00 numeTous tc mention, but not forgetting quite a number of house~
wives, clerks, book-keepers and others of the feminine gender, Who
are s enthusiastic as the males. All are on Ohristlen name terms
when they get together, or correspond, to discuse the days of yore.

The addresses! Oh, how gratifylng to an editor. Practically
every county in Bngland is represented, alsc many in Scotland,
Forth and South Wales, Northern Irelend and Eire. 4 loyal resder
alse in the Isle of Wight. At the moment of writing copies of the
Annunl are alec on the way to Camada, Iceland, Anatralia, New Zea-
land, Spain, Germany, South Africa, Ceylon, Kenya Colony, Brazil and
the U.S.A. Alsoc to members of the younger generation who are doing
tholr National Service in various parts of the world.

One day recently I cashed four Australian money orders., Three
of the four had been issued at Elizabeth Street P.O., Helbourne
within a day or two of each other. Said the counter clerk with a
smile as he handed over the cash "You seem to be well-kmown in
Australia.”

A11 in all there's quite a lot to interest & fellow who uged
to think he had a hobby all to himself

P T

The duplicating of the C.D. on tinted paper throughout, is an
inovation, Please let me have your comments.

¥ * ® ¥ ¥

To &ll those who have semt me gresting cards (more than ever
before) my hearty thanks, I am sure they will realise 1t heas been
imposeible to acknowledge all individually, so here's wishing them
and all the loyal readers of the C.D. & very prosperous New Yeer end
may your collections grow.

Yours very sincerely,
~ - ERRBERT LECKENPY.

LNNUAI! CORRECIIONS ~ see page 9

DEFECTIVE LIBRAEY: Wanted, Your price paid for any of the follow-
ing numbers in good condition: 1, 2, 3, 5y 6, 7y 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
15, 17, 19, 21, 22, 24, 29, 31, 33. L. PACKIAN, 27 iRCHDALE EQiD,
EAS? DULWICH, LONDON, S.E.22. :

WANPED — Schoolboys'! Own Libraries and Story Paper Collactor —

7. BELLFIELD, 24 GRATNGERS LANE, CRADISY HEATH, SPAFFS.




My Qollection

No, 1 -~ HERBEET LECKENBY'S

So far nc one has wcoepted my Invitation for articleas on collec-
tione so I will lead off with some acoourt of my own,

One day way back in the early part of 1941, when I looked in on
o newsagent friend of mine, he sald "I've something that may in-
torest you," Often in the years that had passed he had supplied
me with back nmumbers of many boys' weekliesm, so I waited with some
curiosity whilst he went to the domeastic part of the premises, He
returned with & pile of - Nelson Lees, old serles. I assured him
that they certainly did intereat me and snapped them up. Through-
out my life I have ususlly had mome old boye' books I could lay my
hands on, but it sc happened thet at that particular time I hadn%
any at all,

Well those Nelson Lees whetted my appetite and I asked the news-
agent if he oould get any more. He said he thought he could, He
did and eltogether I got about 150 coples.

That got me going, it gave me a longing to start collecting
again, maybe get pome of the pepers of my own particular youth, I
wae not very optimistic, I had a fear that too many years had
passed on, I little dreamt that in those that were to come I
should have more through my hands than in all my life before and
that in the gathering of them I was to gain s legion of friends,

Some time later I picked up quite by chance a copy of TExchange
& Mart', I pulled up with a jerk when I saw therein that a Nr,
¥Wilfrid Mather, living in a Manchester suburb was offering the
first three volumes of the "Boya' Realm™, boloved paper of my
schooldays, I found bis name in the telephone directory. I sedeed

the "phone and soon wes talking to him, We had a most inferesting
chat for I found he could talk about the old authors, .As & result
those three hefty volumes came into my posseseion, and also two or
three volumes of "Chums", I afterwards lost touch with Mr, Mather
but I often think of him as I browse over the only one of those
volumes which I still possess. i
4 1ittle later came another advert and again from Manchester —
Harry Dowler the name. Once more I mede use of that handy instru-
ment — the telephone. It was quite a long call that evening in
1941, for I scon found I was talking to a fellow after my own -
heart, o fellow of my own sge, Fhe for forty years had evidently..
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been doing exactly the same in Manchester as I had been doing in
Yerk, collecting information sbout the authors and artists and in—
teresting information about the stories we had read as boys.

In my career I have handled millions of calls, top secrst calls,
drsmatic, tregic and tumorous oslls, but I don't think I sver had
one of more importance to me persomnally as that with Herry Dowler,
for to 8 considerable extent it changed $he course of my future
life, Yor siraight away we started to correspond with the result
that Harry put me in touch with many otber collectors, including
Alfred Horsey, Bill Gander, Reg, Cox and thome well remembered
veterans who have now passed on Frank Wearing and Harry Steels.
icquaintance with Bill Gander and the £.P.C. led to the C.D., 80
you ses Harry Dowler has played no smail pert in bringing our fra-
tornity into being, Not long after that firet 'phone cell he came
over to York and mpent ten days, ten days which brought blessed Ie—
lief to the hectic existence I wes then experiencing.

Rapidly I tuilt up a collection again, sometimes several parcels
a week, What thrills T got when I impatiently tore off the wrappars
and looked upon papers I had never droamt of seeing again, Boye®
Friends of my schooldays, Boys' Eealms, Boys' Heralds, ildine Dick
Turpins and Claude Duvals; OGems and Magnets; Union Jacks, Plucke,
Marvels, I also got loads of 'Victorians' including coples of
papers that I didn"t know had over existed. I was Teally amaged at
the quantity of the papers of old which had been preserved, and I
often wondered sbout the story behind them. A pile of 34 Union
Jacks, Plucks and Marvels in mint condition for instance, some of
them even with their pages unout, Where on earth had they been for
over 50 yeara?

Then in & consignment one day I came across a 'Boys' Realm' with
some notos in my own handwriting, I must hava parted with it over
30 yoars earlier and certainly not to the collector from whom I
bought it, How meny hands had it been through in the interval, I
wondered,

Towards the end of the war I was corresponding with Arthur Mar-
shall, who as Arthur Brooke, odited the Big Budget and Boys' Leader,
On azTiving at my office one morning I found a big parcel awalting
me. 46 I wasn't expecting ome I opened it with mo little curiosity.
I oould hardly believe my oyes when I saw .a bound volume of the
Boya' leader, eutographed by Arthur Marshall,  With it was & charm—
ing note asking me to acoept the volime, one from his own private
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collestion as a little acknowledgnont for the pleasure he had re-
geived from rending ascme "recollections" of mine, You can realise
that that weeg ono of my biggest thrills whon I say that I had been
goarching for Boys' Loadera for 30 years without success, except
for just one lone copy, In addition there was the oh so kindly
gopture behind the gift. And thet wasn't all, for shortly after-
warda be sent me aleng & volume of the Blg Pudget, ancther paper I
had been vainly searching for.

There was & tragio sequel to that one though, I mentioned my
luck to Barry Dewler and he expressed a wish to ses 1t, As it was
really through Earry that I had got to know irthur Marshall, I
promptly oomplied, Judge of my diemay when a week later he told
me it hed not reached him, I% hasn't done so %o this day, That
wag indeed the other side of the medal,

I have never concentrated on any particular paper, though natur-
ally I am fondest of those of my own schooldays, is Bob Blythe and
others bave pointed out, one is inclined to believe that the papers
cne read in one's own particuler youth were the best ever. It
wasn't so, of course, it's simply that they provide the happiest
recollections, I, for instance, can pick up a certain copy of the
1Boys! Friend! of 1902, sit back and let my thoughis travel back
through the years to an afterncon when after Sunday Sohool two
chums and I went for a stroll discussing the serials then sppearing
therein, and a new one that was to start in a week or two,

Or again, Boys' Realm, No, 12, how on a journey home from &
vigit to an uncle's during the holidays I was chaffed by an old
fammer for reading a 'penny dreadful'., .is T write I can see his
long, white beard and burly fomm sat opposite me and hear his
hearty laugh, Isn't the very fact that I can recall that little
incident after 50 years & tribute to the appeal the papers had for

g e e e e

v
One smbition of mine is to possess 2 copy of every boys paper
ever pablished, I don't suppose for a moment I ghall ever succeed,

still I am not doing so badly.

When on my journeys I have gnzed at tha ocllections of fellows
like Norton Price, Bob Blythe, Bill Jamiine and the late John Med-
creft, all so neatly arranged, I feel ashamed when I think of my
own alweys in a state of chaos, wrapped in parcels any old how, I
recall how Len Packman came along to my office one day and found a

le of parcels in o corner mived up with dusty files and
ocuments which were as Tar rem |_from boya! weeklies as the

ariin: sk S PR
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poles apart, I recall with a bashful grin hew Len shock & reproving
finger at me, and tried to bring ordér out of chacs.

Somstimes I go in search of some partioular pepers in another
pless, I get to work on & pile of brown paper parcels six feet
high, More than oncethey have been found in the parcel supporiing
a1l the rest, or possibly in quite a different pile, 4h welll if
I made an attempt to get all my pepers into apple ple crder the
C.D, might not reach you some month and that wouldn't do, would it?

My collection ebbs and flows, TYou see it's like this. Some
woeks ago I got a lotter from a new chum acroas the Irish Sem. He
said thet for yeers and years he had been searching in vain for
Aldine Dick Turpins but bad given up in despair. Well I could not
resist such o ery from the heart., I sent along & few from my own
little lot. The letter of appreciation I got by return post was
sufficient compensstion for burrowing deep in one of those piles I
have just mentioned. JAgain you pee some of my papers have comse to
me in eimilar fashbion so I could appreciate hey my Irish friend
felt,

Reverting to those Neleon Lees I menticned at the begimning, I

asked my newsagent friend one day if he would mind telling me from
whenco they came, for I was rather curious. He said o woman kept
bringing them in and later he informed me she had told him she had
found them in an old kit=bag of her husband's and being hard up
thought she might as well tum them into cash, Even though I knew
1f I bhed not bought them someone else would I felt a little re—
morseful, For I pictured s soldier husband coming bome on leave
soma day, settling down for a quist read then turning round and
paying wrathfully "Who the -—— been pinching my Nelson Lees?'.
Something of the sort has happened more than once you know, for mny
own post-bag has told me so,
" TANNUAL' COERECTIONS T
Inevitably a few errore crept lnte the 'inmual'. Seo far the
following have been ncteds—

%?e_éjj_: Hubbard, Ernest Alexander, Addross_should read 58 South
6w _Cresoont, Shoffield 7. P 1341 Lest line should read Major
Charles GILSON. Pogs 45, Eidan Bt Ibonian Bo. 2, ¥o, 12 should

read Cab, pir? : Hintonisms should read (cont'd. page
112), “Page 107: W, Martin's advert should resd: 90 5.0.L. .
Greyfriars before No, 200, Dreadnoughts with Greyfriars storles
not Unien Jackse.
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HAMILTONIANA

Compiled by HEREERR LECEENBY
¥

We had intended to have a picture of Nelson Lee's Tooms on (rays
Ion Bosd on the cover this month, but I em sure Lee fans wouldn't
mind giving way to Hmiltonlans when they eaw the illustratlon
which does open the year, It was speclally drawm for the C.D. by
Mr. C.H, Chopman and the New Year is the appropriate time o use it,

A1l will wish thnt Pather Time will be shaking hands with the
Grand 01d Man of boys' literature for many & long year to coma.

* o ® %X #
Extracts from & column longth report in the "Yorkshire Poat" Dec.
12¢ht ....Dr, Bdith Summerskill won on peints agsinst Mr, Jack
Solomons the boxing momoinr, in & 12 round duel of wita in the cak-
panelled Fiblett Hall in the Temple last night, before a learned
audience of barristera.

She was proposing the motion "That this bouse wishes profess—
ional boring cculd be banned,” Mr, Solomons was opposing her,

In Tound one, Dr. Sumnerskill got in some heavy blows at her
opponent. "I hope mo one believes that I am doing this because I
am A neurctic individual who cannot bear the sight of sbtTong men
Pighting” she ssid gravely, "I muast oonfees I used to devour the
Gem and the Magnet when I was a girl,".,..

LI T ) ;
WAS IT JUSP A COINCIDENCE? Part of the plot in "Tke Mysteryof the
Demon King" the etory in ¥e, 10 "School Cap" concerns & cheracter
who rings up Walkley's Stores from a master's telephone and who
orders & Christmas padding by imitating the masterts volce.

Has the idea a familiar ring, oh ye Hamiltonlana! Does 1% Te-
mind you of a certain rotund youth who, in the long ago rang up
Chunkley's Stores at a place called Courtfield and after the same
gort of trouble before he got through to the right department,
ordered & generous eupply of tuck in the name of a gentleman oallad
Quelch? TYes, I beot it does,

) LI TR T S
NOP TO BE TAEEN SERTOUSLY: The "Daily Sketch™ December 16th, con=

NOr_T0 BE TJKEN SERTOUSLY.
tained an artiole with the healing -
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GAERTEL _GBUB
(the oad) remembers

The Folies of his TYouth

Gabriel started offs—~ "I see that the "Head Teacher's Review" is
complaining about the conduot of school parties on the Continent
lest summer, Apparently "riotous and sometimes sven drunken dls-
order oocurred."

nAhl Memortes come Plooding back of the great Greyfrisrs — St.
Jim's tour in my youth days, run by dear old Vernon~Smith,

" Romember the "bounder of the Remove"? We were celebrating his
father's successful take-over bid for the louvre. It was going to
be turned into luxury flats for the direoctore of T.0, Farben,”
Backe and COrooke were in the party and & later par, says: “Backe
fell overboard on the way home, We couldn't stop to pick him up.
Vernon Seith had & date et the Oalety," This would go to show
that it wes all written in setirical vein, The remark "The magoum
had disappeared by the time we got back to the hotel, Bunter patd
he hed mot drunk any and that snyhow he found it rather too sweet
would geem to show, however, that Gabriel Gmub did kmew his Bunter.

~—-00000—— ’

Solution of Collectors' Digeet Christmas Number Crossword
Aoroses 1. Fighers, 7. Poem, 10, Bole, 1l. Ethal, 13. Atom, 14.
Guard, 15, Fep, 16, Aids, 17. ¥e, 18, Penny, 20, Scar, 22, Eyena,
23, Spar, 24. Co, 25, Balph, 27. Rio, 29, Levi, 31. Deor, 33. El,
34, Bel, 36. Trot, 37. Val, 39, Acted, 40 & 42, Heir, 43. Ret, 44.
Rooka, Down: 1, Frank, 2, Iota, 3, Sloppy, 4. Hem, 5. Reginald,
6. Study, 7. Per, 8, 0ld, 9. Mater, 12, Has, 16, inna, 17, Marie,
19, #erie, 20. SP, 21, Carr, 22, Hoe, 23. Shore, 24, Clever, 26,
Potter, 28, Older, 30. Veldt, 32, Rodeo, 35. lark, 38, Ale, 40. His,

Unfortunately thexe wers one or two small errors in prepsring
this oross—word for publication, However, several competitors
menaged to get 1% Tight, the firet one coming from George Bromley,
Holeywell, Estoria ivenue, Wigston Magno, Lelcester, to whom the
5/= prize will be sent,

* ¥ % ¥ ¥

THE COLLECTORS' DIGEST NEW YEAR CROSSWORD
Aoross: 1. & 5. A handy Greyfriars junior. 9. & 12, He certainly
doea 1t witk the History of Greyfriars, 15. Cutts' pal loses bis
soft head at a place along the const from Greyfriars,(cont!'d p.12)
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e G 5 i c%nu Aorcse (conttd)

16, Could this include ducks

Z egga? 18, It scunds aa thogh

i 2 it would interest Bunter,
but is more useful to mestare
or Mr, Lambe, the vicar. 19.
4 A Greyfriars master quietly
defeats an army. 21, The
middle of a game. 23, Kerris
yretty good at it. 25, One of
3 & large mmber on the Rook-
woold oricket field, 27, Pound
= /* 7 in ohalk, but not Mr, Qusloh's

variety, 29, Billy Bunter
7| would receive cold comfort
g] from this, 30, Mr, Greely
signa his name and includes
& oathedral town. 31. One of
the Nelson breed. 32, A Grey-
friars meid owes & good deal to Mr, Packman, 35. To furnish with a
glass, but nothing to do with the Green Man, 36, This form-master
oould be sly. 39. Gosling guards them, but in a way they oould
make a career for Wibley. 40. Lord Manleverer, of course, 41, Best-
ing - but Mr. Quolch roforms and hands one out,
Down: 2, Where Misa Prisclilla Powcott is mistress of all she sur~
voys. (two words). 3. 4 drink after five, and farewell to the
Latin clags, 4. 4nd the rest! 6, The support of many a bounds
breaker at St, Jim's. 7. If one is missing - well, Bunter knows
nothing about it, of course, 10, Mr, Quelch uses his for boring,
ayparently, 11, The Co hear him, so it must be Coker, 12, How Red-
wing would certainly make & kmot, 13, The end of Scrope, 14.Master

Bunter or Mr, Vernon—Smith? 17, The kind of response Bunter gives
when be gets & whopping, 20. i twitching of the fase at the end

of Bunter's antic, 21, Fever that is more than due to age, 22,They
come to Oreyfriars from over the sem. 24. The score at half-time
when Greyfriars plays St, Jim's gemerally. 26, A striking effect -
not Mr. Quelch's sort, though. 28, What Greyfriars boys become in
a game, 32, In a box outslde Uncle Clegg'a, maybe. 33, Do the
birds do this in tbé old elms at St, Jim'e? 34. The cost of a temm
at Bookwood - sbout fifty., 35, Many a man bas one or even two at
Greyfriars, 37. Ring out at Oreyfriars, now and thenm. 38. 365 daym,
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in short, .
(This crossword is for amusement omly. But to add to the fum, &
P.O, for 5/~ will be forwarded to the sender of the first correct
solution opened by the Editor,)
(To avoid cutting your Collectors' Digest, meke & copy of the
square to send %o the Editor.)
Solution in our next lasue.
L 2 2 A
{Notes~ This is the poem Gerry Allisom recited at the Northern
Section's Christmas Party., As Gerry said Quelchy, of course, has
yet to retire, but if ever he did sey gocd-bye to the Hemove &
scene semething like the one he so feelingly describes would take
placs. — H.L.}
THE DAY THA? QUELCHY WENP
1. We had gathored ip the formeroom when thbe lsssons all were dona,
The most part went unheeding, though some hoped to ses some fun,
The Master of the Lower Fourth was leaving school that day,
And he wanted just to say 'Good-bye! bafore he went away.
Dootor Locke had sent a message, 'Would the boys just be sokind,
When the afternoon was finished, se to stay o bit bohindf?'
So when the school was over our footetepe all were bent,
And the Remowe all took thelr places, on the day that Quelcl:y
wont.
2, We bad locked npon his festures many, meny times before,
And today we wetched him curiously as ho entered by the door,
Els eyos were not like gimlets as be stood before us thers,
They beamed upon us tenderlyl It mede the fallows stare,
For boys are not emotionzl, although their hearts are true,
And, generally spenking, they dislike & great to do.
_But the silemce waa impresnive, and each boy just forward leamt.
For we wanted all to hear his words, the day that Quelohy went.
3, His volce was kind and quiei! Not like the rasping file,
Which uged to scarify our nerves, His visage wore & amilel
He spoke about the times we'd bad; the years that he'd beenthere,
He had tried teo do him duty; to be slways just and fair.
And then, he smsked forgiveness if be'd done to any Wrong,
And said the kindnees we had showed - he should thin‘;: oflﬂga‘t
or lol
He asked us to believe him that the best he'd always mmt,s'
And he hoped that sometimes we'd recall 'the day that .’uglo

-
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4, There were gome queer expressions on the faces of the lads;

But most of all T found it odd %o watch our well known 'cads’.

Bolsover, Skinner, Stott, and Snoop, were quiet Be could be,

And they gased up at old Quelchy in a way most strange o see.

And when he mentioned Vernon-Smith a8 being good at heart,

The Bounder bit his nether 1ip, and oould not represe a start,

While even Billy Bunter's oycs were bright and innocent,

And tears shone on Billy's glasses, the day that Quelchy went!

How boys are not emotional, as I have sald before,

But now mony eyes were misty, as we gased upen the floor,

And when he spoke sbout the kindnees we had shown to him,

1 don't mind saying thet my own were positively dim.

And gome of us began to think of kindnesses hg'd done~—

Of how he'd watched us in our games, and understood our fun.

And sometimes when the tesks were hard, how over us he'd benty

Oh, yes! It all come back again, the day that Quelohy went,

6, I thought I imew muoh about boys, and the natures they posseas,
But the feeling that they showed that dmy surprised me, I confems.
But half a minutes afterwards it did ono good io hear,

How the raftora of the cld room shook with the loud and hearty cheor.
0f courge that comes natural to boys = but this was very strange,
And I Teally can't recall the like, where'eer my feelinge rangej
How & lump arcse in many throats, how many heads wers bent,
While here and there a sobwas heard - or. the day that Quelohy went.
—==00000wa=
THE RI0 KID RIDES AGAIN By DEREL SMITH
Frank Richards has told us in his Autobiography that “only one

single solitary reader" ever discovered the real identity of "Balph
Redway", But no reader could ever have doubted that these stories

5

of the Wild 7est came from tho typewriter of an author of unusual
skill and charm,

Outlaw through no fanlt of his own, a youth in years but & man
in all elee, the Bio Kid was the fighting idealist of the Lone Star
State. If 1like Ishmaol, overy man's hand was agoirst him, his hand
wag not against every man's, Time after time, he risked life and
liberty to protect thoso wonker than himself - ovon those who would
have becn gled to soe him in Jjnil or ot the end of = swinging ropo.

It was this quality of idoalism, bopides tho healthy oxoitemant
of the action-packed plots, which mado the stories in the POFULAR
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such 2 success, And it was & sad day when the Kid was driven from
the honourable post of Sheriff of Plug Hat and rode Side-Kicker out
of the pages of the POPULAR, never to return. "But he still had
his guns and his mustang, and a high heart, and the world was be-
fore him,"

And the handsome young man with the spunburnt face was to return
~ as we knew ho must — seven years later in the MODEEN BOY. These
later stories, unlike the olassic tales in the POPULAR were never
reprinted. Possibly for thet reascn, they have been largely
neglegted,

Nevertheless, they deserve deteliled attention. The first long
series in particular surely ranks amongst Charles Hamilton's finest
worl,

The stories began in & remote cormer of Texms, more than & hun—
dred miles from the Frio — the Kid's own country. But he never
found it easy to escape from the ghadow of his wild, undeserved
reputation, He wos recognized almost at once, Nevertheless, his
desp-rooted idealism (though he would have laughed at the word)
soon sent him to the aid of the very man who had recognized and
helped to pursue him, This man wes the Foreman of the Lasy S, whom
the Kid rescued from a murderous attack by rustlers. Grateful for
tho Kid's help, the wounded man did not betray bis true identity,
and soon the boy outlaw himself became the new foreman,

Riding for the Lasy 8, the Kid soon put paid to the activities
of Bandsome Harris, alias Scar Face the rustler., 3But if, as "Mr.
Carfaxz", he hoped to make a pormanent return to the happy 1ife he
had once kmovn, he was doomed to bitter disappointment.

An 0ld end implaceble enemy was on his trail. Mule-Kick Hall of
the Toxas Rangers, the man who had sworn to "get" the Kid, was the
brother of the boe of the Lazy § - the rancher who had trusted the

_Kid and given-him his chan
=l i

The Kid fought hard against bis fate, and for & while it seemed
that his dual ldentity might be preserved undetected, But onee
egain his own good nature betrayed him, foroing him to save the
1life of his enemy, end ultimately leading %o his exposure and
capture,

Though he left the ranch a priscner, i wasu't long before. he
escaped and took to the lawless trails sgain, They led him — of
8ll places! = to Hollywood.

Tt must reluctantly be conoeded that these later (oent'd p. 17)
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cheaply. Send 5,A,E. for terms, F, BOMTOMLEY, 48 DOWNHILLS PARK

BOAD, LONDON, N.17,

tales wore something of a disappointment. Why? Well, let's con-
sider,

The Kid was cut of his element, of course, But the real trouble
was in the dieturbing loss of “perloed".

Though no dates were over actually specified, the internal evi-
dence of the stories — notably the war between the oatile barons
and the nesters - plus the gensral atmosphere and the "gizx-gun" -
scale of values, placed the saga of the Kid fimnly in the setiing
of the 0ld West, Though in the earliest storles an cocasional mod-
exn reference had appeared ~ like the chimney pots in "Julius
Caesar" — with the startling foree of an anackronism, such details
had soon boen swept away in the main-stream of the sags. The Kid
was & man of his time, snd the time - in the mind of one reader,
ot least - had been arcund the turn of ‘the century. L

In this respeot, the Kid was unique in the gallery of Charles
HamiIton's oreations, For examples George Orwell to the contrary,
the author's school stories were — and are - always conbemporary.

much hams i 8g oon

ingly in character; in 1953 as they were in 1908, But the Kid, in
the Hollywood of 1938, was out of place,

Moreover, the pioture the asuthor drew of the film oity, engaging
and amusing though it wes, seemed more typical of the grand old
days of Mack Sennebt and D.W. Oriffiths than of the atream-lined
industry £ilm-making had become by 1938, :

Againgt these initial digadvantages cen be placed the solid
merits of the stories themselves, which dealt briskly and enter-
tainingly with the Kid's good-humoured battles with Spanish John
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the gangster apd Brian Bennett the conceited f£ilm star, The Rico
Kid achieved the distinctlon of impersonating himeelf in a film
based on his own exploits as an outlaw - a notable piece of type—
oasting which can never have been equalled in the history of the
oinema)l But for once it was samething of a relief whan the Kid was
finally exposed and was once more driven %o flight. Soon "he was
back on his 0ld stamping-ground, riding the rolling prairies of
Texas",

And so the Kid passed from the HMODERN BOY, as ke had done nearly
eight years before from the POPULAR, But it wasn't quite the end,
Charles Hamilton, the man who never let his readers down, had a
surprise for them,

In April 1938, Herbert Vernon-Smith escorted the Famous Five and
Billy Bunter to his father's newly-acquired ranch in Texss. The
Bounder's life was menaced by a mysterious enhemy who was eventually
revealed as tho foremon of the Kicking Cayuse, Barney Stons., Sicne
was imprisoned, but scon escaped to sesk kis revenge on the school-
boys who had exposed him,

He cornered the boys from Greyfriars in a lonely cenyca in the
Squaw Mountain and did his best to murder them until restrained by
the providential arrival of — the Rio Kid!

The Kid appeared in four MAGNETS only, but the stories fommed a
worthy olimar to the long saga. Moving easily ageinst his natural
surroundings once morae, the boy cutlaw became the willing ally of
the Remove Junicrs in their fight with The Man With the Hidden Face
- & mystericus trail-thief who had impertinently borrowed the Kid's
hame,

The stories were an unquaslified success. Frank Richards had -
oddly encugh — suocecded where Ralph Redway had failed, He had given
the Kid something of that same timeless quality which surrounded
the chums of Greyfriarg

So perbaps even today in some remote and lawless corner of the
Lone Star State there rides & sunburnt young man in goatskin ohaps,
wearing a stetson hat encircled by silver nuggets,

It's a pleasant thought!

Modern Boy Nos, 502 to 523.
___Magnet Fos, 1579 to 1582,
MAGNER TIPLES (Cont'd) 1240, Foes of the Remove; 1241, Coker's Foot-
Ball Fevery 1242, The Bounder's Elundery 124;. Brotherfs Sacrie
ficey 1244, Tho Ghost of Mauleverer Towers; 1245, The Unknown Bandg
1246, The Seoret of the Turret: 1247, mm,,g,;,z,,g‘,ﬁ;m_,,g;y,.,m,,,.‘,,,,,,_.,,,,M,
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BLAKIANA

Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN
.2 Archdals Road, Bast Dulwich, Lendon S.E.22,

First of all I would like to express the old, old wish 'A Happy
Hew Year' to nll my readers. May thoee of you who are seaking
those 'much wented! papers for your collections be rowarded in your
quost, and those who are lucky emough %o already pobsess them, find
time to enjoy the pleasure they bring in the reading thereof,

There is one matter I feel I should mention, particularly in
view of certain rumours to the effect that Maurice Bond's Round
Table has besn cut cut of Blakisna, Thie is most certsinly not
the case, the fact being that I have not Teceived any communication
whatgoaver from Meurice since his Round Table of ‘last July!

I fesl thorefore, thet although ¥surice has obviocusly been too
busy during the past six monihs to give me the aupport he promised,
in fairness to myself the situation should be clarified, How about

it, Maurice?
IR J, PACKMAN,

PHE THBER MUSKETEERS (Conolusion}
By JOSEPHINE PACKMAN
ko]

The remaining stories fosturing the Three Musketoors Were writ-
ten for the S. Blake Library, presumebly on account of tho graater
poope available for a longer yarm,

In Ne, 19, 2nd sories, there appeared one of what I should like
to call 'Teed's Timeless Tales', It is a story that is as readable
today os it was nearly 30 yoars ago, and the plot is most certainly

_Just as topical.

The title, 'The Great Canal PIotT, is ThdTeative of the~
story one san expeot, a plot to blow up the Suesz Canal, engineered
by & gang of ruthless orooks, 81l of whom Bloke has been fighting
for years, end all with thelr own axe to grinmd - Wu Ling, with hie
desire for yollow domination over the white racee; Prince Menes,
head of the 'Vhite Flag' terrorists in Egypt, aiming for the over-
throw of the British, How familiar that sounds today! Madem
Goupolis, in disgrace with Prince Menes- and. ready to do enybhing %o
be Testored to,his good favours; Plummer, or Sakr-el-Droog a8 he
was known ot that $ime, veady for snything which would line his
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pockets; The Black Eagle, with hie batred towerd Soclety in general,
and finally Mathew Cordolsk and his henchmen the Three Musiketeers,

This gang of internmational crooks desocends on the ancient oty
of Alexandria, there to diecuss in full their evil plane; but all
their echeming is to avail them nothing, for already nemesis fn
the shape of Sexton Bleke 1a on their track,

The old femiliar tale of murders and riots has already brought
Bloke to Egypt, determined to find some solution to the grave prob-
lem,

The Three Musketeers do not play & leading part in this story,
btut they are included in the plot to undermine what little real
peace there is in the Middle East., They are still working under
the patronage of Cnrdolak, who's yaoht SUIPAN im used for the
meeting of this ruthless gang. ’

Once again their plans nxe foiled by Blake who causes the yacht
to be bombed and sunk just off the coast near Alexandria, with the
whole gang of orocks aboard. Eowever, they ell seem fo bear
chaymed lives and esocape from the sinking yaoht, and thus we find
the geme crowd turning up in yet another attempt to cause trouble
in Egypt.

Thie story, 'The Case of the Mummified Hand', related in S.B.L.
Fo. 35, is practlcally a continuation of No. 19, and here again
the Three Musketears do not play a leading part., Incidemtally, it
is in this atory that we see the end of Frince Menes, He is the
causs of the plot failing, and his own plans having come to grief
he poisons himself,

It seems that at times Teed grew tired of certain of his charac-
ters, and ususlly dropped them completely and without any further
reference to them; but with tho Three Musketeers, as also with
Prince Menes, he disposes of them fairly satisfactorily.

-~ The-atory-of-how this murdercus iric-are finally-csught is-Pe~
lated in 5.B.L. 2nd series Fo, 82, 'The Night Club Mystery', This
is an enjoyable tale with plonty of aotion, the setting of which
is in London and on tho Yorkshire moors., ith the invaluable help
of Tinker and, for a chaonge, Pedro, Blake finnlly captures tho
Three Musketeers, So, at lopt, thelr murderous careors are brought
40 & conolusion, Fnish

Footnotes For those who are interested, 5.B.L. No. 19 was later
published in book fom under the title of 'Bottom of Suezt, the
only alteration being in the nemes of three characters, Sexton
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\
Blake and Tinker became (rant Bughton and Tony, and Plummer wea

changed t¢ Flash Brady, e ow B J. P .
SEXTON BLAKE. 1953. ‘ By DEREK FORD

Last September, when I heard that three of the A,P's cldest
comios were to caoanse publication, I wondered just how lomg 1t would
be befora a similar fate bofell the Sexton Blake Library. 1I1f the
present 3D, « dull, dismal and devoid of original plot - fare con-
$inues, it won't boe long, in my opinion,

Though Bleke was in his sixtieth year of investigation no men-
tion appesred in any of the twenty four case-books = comprised in
the mun 279 to 302 ~ published in 1953, or elsewhere, as far as I
can find, To my reminder of this event, the Editor of the 8.B.L.
replied thet he was in agreement with me as to the issue of &
celebration mumber, but unfortunately 'efforts in the Peat!' (%)
bad not met with sufficient response.

Last January, in reviewing the 1952 $.B.L., I mentloned that I
thought one of Tyrer's works (258) originally intended for the
Oracle Library, Blake being such an incidental character. T would
alsc place in this category his *Sacret of the Snows' (282). Other
intruders were Clevely's '0irl from Toromte' (296), principal
character Bill Sykes; Jardine's 'Mystery of the Arab Agent' (297;,
C14£f Gordon of M,I.5, and Hunter's 'Thieves of Alexamdria' (301),
Captain Dack. However, the lagt two were good reading despite
this drawback,

Anthony Parsons, as ususl, was principsl contributor, with five
~ one less than 1952 = of ths remaining twenty case~books. Two of
these cases take Blake abroad, to India and Egypt. He is the only
asuthor to mention the Coronation, using the cocasion to bring
India's ‘kind of Advooste-General' over hers to be mysteriously

"Coronation Mystery!, in which a man's murdered body is found hang-
ing amonst the bunting, and o mad millionaire shoots the 'ropresen—
totive' of the Crossbow Mekers' Company as he is obout to moke his
speech to the Royal procession. Presumably Blake was able to wateh
it this time, from 'aeate opposite the Abbey', I rate Parsons!
'Nemeless MilHonalre! (300) es hie best for the year,

None of Tyrer's four case-boocks (inoluding the one memtioned
obove) were very cutstanding, From bis past efforts I had grown 4o
expeot scmething different, but hove beem disappointed lately.
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John Hunter, Rex Hardinge, and Hugh Clevely contributed three
case-books spiece, It is understood that Hunter has now given up
writing for the S.B.L, Hordinge's first (2831) 1s set in Afrieca,
bis second {286) is mainly concerned with ¢he murderer's actions,
with Blake follewing up what baa already gone before - a type of
yarn I greatly dislike; his third (291) takes place in Cormwall,
with & secret uranium find at the back of all the trouble, Clevely's
cases (284 and 289) seemed poor fare for Blake to handle,

0f the remaining five, two came from Hilary King, briefly: 280
the best, 292 difficult to followy and two from W.J. Passingham, a
new contributor like George Rees, author of the 'Seoret of the
Jungle' (302): nothing outstanding in the plot but very readable,
After reading Passingham's "Aoe Accomplice! 5298; I wondered if the
17" in his neme stood for Weary! The other {288), was 0.E. for the
boxring fans, with urerium under the hell at the Toot of the trouble.

For an experimental pericd of five monthe (281 to 230) two full
page 1llustrations appeared in each ismue, At the same time &
first page illustration was re-introduced and has been allowed to
continue. Two new artists illustrated the March and April issues.
The May issues were advertised in 5.B.L. 286 (ipril). The cover
gtreamey '64-Page Thrilling Detective Novel! appeared on eighteen
igsues, There were five imsues with 'Magasine Cornert,

Just to complete the record, the weekly two-page Blaite yarn in
the 'Knockout! ran for twenty-four weeks (713 to 736) and was then
replacedl with the strip again - now not so well drawn, in my
opinion, * ® O * ¥ #* :

THE SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY - DECENEER ISSUES
¥o, 301, "“FThe Thieves of Alexandria" John Hanter

When it was announced some months ago that we should have mo
more gtories by Joun Hunter, I did not comment, but twisted my lips
in & sour, wry, disbelieving smile, This veteran suthor is etill
turning out his stuff for the Westem Library and 8,B,L, and I do
wigh he would stop, d

The above book, which re-introduces Capt., Dack, and tho ‘'Mary
Ann Trinder', 1s & laborious yarn which I threw on to the fire when
I had struggled as far a8 page 50, And as for Bumter's Blake! Well,
give me Herlock Sholmes of Shaler Street, He was a far better de—
teotive, and was rnm} too,

No, 302, "The Seoret of the Jungle" Qeorge Rees
A now author, and B fanfare of $rumpets for him, Taranmtarsasasaal
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The best §.B.L., - in my opinion — for munce, and munce, snd punce.
T really enjoyed every page of this excellent shory. Besides
the logical plot and living characters, what grand scenes in Baker
Street there were. The real, old atmosphere. It was like Teading
Gwyn Evens at his best. How do you like thia extract from page 137

"In Sexton Blake's Baker Stroet flat all was snug and oosy. Out-
side it was a obilly night with a hint of frost, and the rumble of
the street traffic was muted by the heavy curtains drmwm soross the
tall windows, Before she left, Mrs, Bardell had built up a cheer—
ful fire, but not without complaining as she did so that "the price
of ooke apd anthrax these days is something oontaglious".

The famous eriminal investigator was comfortably relsted 1n an
sasy chair in dressing gown and slippers, and - a Tare thing for
him — was reading & novel, over & pipe and & whisky-snd-soda”.

Isn't that the goods? And our new suthor even ‘brings back
Blake's great Criminal Catalogue, He goes ons— "pinker was
busy in a corner of the living-roott, cutting out, sorting, and
£iling cuttings from the newspapers which Blake had marked earlier
in the day, They dealt with every aspect of orime snd oriminal
matters, and had to be indexed before being stored away in the
groan steel cabinet in the cormer, It was Tinker's rsgular dally
chore to keep these files up to date, for these olaborate records
played an importent part in Blake's work",

George Bees also introduces & wonderful new Yard man, D.I.
Martindalae, who is as difforent from the usual Theavy'! type as can
well be imagined. He calls Blake "g,B.", and Blake calls him

*Hugh", Bighly recommended. . CERRY ALLISCN.
— 00 Om—
WAS TEERR ABCTHEE SEXTON BLAKE? By HERBERT LECKENBY

In the 'Exchange & Mart' recently there was &n advertisement

. which made me open my eyee wida 1R m,—ror-h—ﬂmmd-—ﬂ—_
offer of £10 for a copy of "Serton Blake Investigator" believed
published 1874, HNeedless to say, pecing we were oelebrating the
diamond jubilee of the sald Sexton Bloke I muttered to myself 1011
have to get to know more about this®,

The offer sppeared under & box mmber, tut I hed a hunch that it
might have come from a member of our fraternity, for the adveriisr
glaoc mentioned "red Magnete", & tem probebly only used by us. Any-
way, I sent off a letter and soon after got & Teply. .

Sure enough it was "one of us" - Bill Lofta, and after axpress—
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ing apusement at getting a letter from me via 'Exchenge & Mart'! he
went on to explain, This 1s what he said:-

"My brother, who lives at Kings Cross, saw an advertisement
"Phe Sexton Blake Investigator', price 1d' on the back cover of an
old book dated 1874 in a bockshop near where he lives, I at oncae
went with him back to the shop to purchase the book, only to find
to my dismay that it hed been sold, Imagine my disappointment in
not having at least the advertisement to prove that there wae an
earlier Blake story., Even if my brother was confuged about the
date (which is very unlikely as he is well up in Blake lors) say
1884 or 1894, I have never yet seen a Blake story with that +title".

well, where do we go from there? It has always been undarstocd
that the unusual name was colned by Harry Blyth, or by scmeone on
the staff of what was then known as the Harmeworth Press, But it
is just possible, of course, that thers was an sarlier publication
(short-lived if there wee) and that the name had stuck in the mind
of Harry Blyth, or the other fellows', for 20 years. There was a
'Tinker' in the Jaock Barkaway stories, but that's hardly the same
thing for it's the sort of name two authors could think of quite
independient of each other,

Anyway, oven if there was an earlier Sexton Blake he could have
no copnection with the one we kmow., 8till, it's a great plty that
paper was snapped up se quickly, for I am afraid now 1t will re-
main another unsolved mystery.

* * K * W
PLEASE NOTE that the second phase of Walter Webb's 'Sixty Years of
Sexton Blake', conteining much informative infomation, will
appear complete in February Blakiana, -
+ Packman,

0LD B0YS” 8004 CLUS

LONDOF SECTIORN

Christmas Meeting once again at Cherry Place and quite a repre—
sentative gathering, Chairman Len opened up with seasonable greet-—
ings to one and all and this includes all postal members especially
those in the overseas countries of the British Commonweaslth and
the U,5.A, Unfortunately C,H. Chapman was unable to be present and
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the best wishes of all present go out to him for good health in
the Kow Year.

4 card from the committes of the leeds Club wishing all the
copliments of the season was read out by the chairman.

Routine business being campleted, & committes of three was
formed to arrange for the club dinner at Priends Houae, Euston Bd,
London, N.4.1, Mull particulars will appear in the olub news
lettor.

Len, s the winner of one of last month's quis, conducted his
"M" togt of memory, Bob Whiter and mymelf tied for first place
and "Aldine" Charlie was third, Worthy visitor Bill Lowes was &
oreditable fourth.

Suitable Christmas fare was served st the feed with the hostess
handing round piping hot minoe tarts.

Hidden "Magnet" competition saw Bill Lowes win hands down with
1ibrarian Roger and Cliff Wallis in the places Eileen's Advert
quiz was won by Roger with Len and Bod Blythe second and our visi-
tor Bill Lowes onos agaln fourth. Good for Bill to uphold the
north in the varicus competitioms,

Sale and exchange was well conducted and fairly good progress
was reported by the librariams.

Anrual Genersl meeting will be held st Pume House, Lordsbip
lane, East Dulwick, London, S5.E.22, on Sunday Jamuary 17¢h. The
retiring officlals have signified thelr willingnese to serve an-
other year tut other nominations arve imvited.

And so with most of those present stating that they were keeping
their copies of "Phe Colloctora' Digest Annual" for Christmas road-
ing the gathering graduslly broke up with the long distance Bill
Jardine leaving to cateh his trein to Brighton.

R OW R W UNCLE BENJAMIN,

NOBTHERN SECTION CHETSTHAS PARTY - 12th DecembeT .

This was the fourth Christmas Party and it was the unanimcus
opinion of those who have attended the four that it was the best
of all. It certainly wemt with & beng from start to finishy the
clock in the room peemed to be always striking, a sure sign thet
there were no dull moments. For this a huge share of the oredit,
goes %o Gerry Allison, that amaszing fellow of ideas, who muet have
worked for weeks preparing the programme,

Firet, of courss, oame the tes. Here a hearty word of thanks
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%o Mesdames Allison & Co, (you see how the name keeps cropping up)
who despite being short-handed (Vera Coates, of course, was tuay
changing her name) put on & sumptuous show. A4 nice touch here. 4
telegran of grectings from Starley Smith.

Came the fun and games, First "What's My Fame?" - on the lines
of "The Name's the Same". The team consisfed of: Mellis Alliscn,
Pranic Case, Bill Williamson and myself. We were allowed five
questions each and we had to try and get the name adopted for the
time being by members of the auwdience in turn, The first = I,
Watson — beat us, but after that we got into our stride and found
‘em all, Frank Case, I almost said Frank Muir, had several real
flaghes of inspiration,

Then came "Greyfriars v, St, Jim's" a five game contest, A% the
end of the fourth the score was two each, The fifth ended in a
tie, delightfully reminiscent of those Richards - Clifford coniests
of yesteryear. Oh no, it wasn't wangled, it did really end that
way mid much excitement.

There were other games too numercus to desoribe in the space
avallable,

After more refreshment Oerry (that chap again) recited a poem
"Ihe Day That Quelchy Went" he had composed himself (see Hamil-
toniana) and Bill Harrison had everyons roaring with laughter over
some really olever parodies of popular songs linked up with Bunter,
1 spotted one member simply doubled up with mirth,

Then came carols to bring a delightful, jolly evening, full of
the spirit of the Brotherhood of Happy Hours to a suoccessful cloee.
=0 0000=um
MIDLAND SECTION CHRISTMAS PARTY . Docember 12th

This oagerly awaited event marks the grande finale of the Year;
and we certainly had the party spirit amd let ourselves go on this
cccasion,

We greatly enjoyed the very full and varied programme. Three
jolly games, a "Paul Jones", clever conjuring by cur M.C. (Mr,
anallwood), a very fine accordion recital by our Chairman, {who is
a master of this instrument), amusing aneodotes by our visitor, a
very nice reading by Mr, Tom Perter, amd as a pleasing surprise
two songs beautifully remdered by Miss Turner, (& guest artiste
introduced by Mr. Clack).

To sustein our energios there was s delicious assortment of
comestibles, My comment last year that the "Patron Baint of Food",
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(R1ly Bunter), would entirely approve, applies this year also.
Mruly snd the Bounder could hardly have a more tempting spread in
their studies. "Mrs, Mirbles Greyfriars Pop” was avallable for
lubrication,

We were very ploased to welcome the Chairman of the Merseyelde
Club, (Mr, D.B. Webster), who was sble to be present, We eohoed
cordially his hope of further contacts between our iwo clubs.

Ten thirty omme all too soon, end we ended with that lovely cld
olagsic "Phe Holy ¢ity", followed by "Auld Lang Syne", and the
Fational Anthem,

Wo are indeed fortunate in having sc many keen and enthusiastic
workers who made such an enjoyable party pessible. Our Chaimman,
cur M.C., the planiets, and & very keen lady member (¥iss Partridge),

who decorsted the room, and who alsc executed some very fine post-
ors and drewings, deserve our warmest thanks, EDWARD DAVEY.

* € ® X ¥
MEESEYSIDE SECTION

13th Dec: '53: The meeting thin month was very brief indeed, and
took the form of a "curtain—raiser” te the main event of the even-
ing — A Christmas %ea and sociel, provided and organised entirely
by our chairman's good lady, Mrs, Webster — and a right royal
affair it was! Ko less than twenty six were presont to tackle a
ropast which would have gladdened the hearts of every fat boy in
the Companion Papers, and in less than no time the clatter of ocut-
loxy was merged with the chatter of a score or more of delighted
hobbyites, Various toasta were drunk, end a few members had a few
worde with our oetoemed president on the 'phone, We were also de—
lighted to receive a tolegram of good wishes from our friends of
the Midland Section and Don Webster and Frank Cese conveyed to thos
,_fm 6! ho regards of the mepbers of the Northern and Midland Sec-
ions, with whom thoy hed enjoyed equally merry es the prevics
ovening. Mrs, Webgter wag then the reciplemt of a gift of a tea-
pot, as a small token of thanks from the sssembled company, and
thanks are also due to Mrs, Pragnell for her meslstence in malcing
the oatering side of the function such & success. Then followed a
succession of party gamos and quizses, and Tor some hours the fun
wag fasht and furious (yees, that is an overworked cliche, but it
adequately deseribes the entortaimment), Came further rTefreshments,
and yeot more gmmes, and the hour of departure arrived all too soon,
pending us homeward-bound with happy memories of a grand close to
1953, and the hope of equally pleasant experiences iln the ooming
yerr, y FRiKK CASE, Seo,
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NELSON LEE
COLUMN

* ¥ * *
By JACK WOOD
¥OSPAW, 328 Stockton Lane,
Yoxk.

Happy New Year everyone! I hope our genial editor has made a
resclution tao let us have plerty of Toom for our monthly meetings,
aspecially this year becausc 60 years age, on Sept, 19th, 1894, in
The Marvel, there appeared "A Dead Men's Seoret”, a detective story
in which Maxwell Scott firet introduced Nelson Lee!l

For this first story of a men who later samed him hundreds of
pounds, Soott received cight guineas!

During the coming monthe, I hope to trace the Felson Lee story,
which, as has alresdy been said by Bob Blythe, can be divided like
Oaul intc three parts = the pre-St. Fravk's erz; the 3%, Frank's
episode; and the periods when he was away from the schocl,

Meanwhile, here is apother lightheartod article from the pen of
Fomman Pragnell, which he entitles.....

"—— ond so to the bitter end”

_Those of you who were good onough to read our survey of the
uggoond New Series” will remember that our story ended with a
slight mention of the "Fellowship of Fear” series, which brought us
in Fobruary 1933 to the end of another era, This partioular tale
wns o good one telling us of a group of near mnaxchisis attempting
to indootrinata British Public Schools with thoir perverted teach—
inga by means of kidnapping tbelr headmasters and substituting
their own, This scheme was sucoessful until the turm of St,Frank's
cane, They wera of course foiled and finally vanquished by the
efforts of Nelson lee and James Kingswood,

The last issue of the Secol

BV N8 ...
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startling news that the Nelson lee Library was going back seventeon
years to the period when Fipper first arrived at St, Frenk's. In
other words, back to No, 112, Old Series. This news shook us con—
siderably, accustomed as we were to the constant changes, Of one
thing we were quite sure, that whatever bright idea our Bditor had,
it would not do the Nelaon Lee Library any good.

And so, on a Wednesday morning in Pebruary 1933, No. 1 of the
Third New Serles dropped through cur lettex box.

Weo locked at it eagerly, hoping agasinet bope that it might bear .
some resemblamce %o that fameus No, 112, It didn't however, ond if
we expeoted to see the illustrations by Arthur Jonep we Were un—
lucky - thoy were still by tho artist on whom we have already
passed judgment.

However, we read No, 1 with interest ss the story was new to us
and we wore koen to kmow how Nipper fered during his early days at
St, Frank's, The first six or seven stories werc all ocmplete in
themsclves, and told of Nipper's attempta to establish himself, and
of course, how he became Captain of the Remove, We must admit that
we were not too enthusisetic about these reprints, for they seemed
urreal to us, We certainly missod many of our favourite characters,
for fow of them had arrived at St. Frank's in those sarly days, and
woe just oould not re-adjust curselvee to the idea of Fullwood the

A rather odd story appeared in No, 8 of this serles, a detective
and eohool story combined. The notable fact about this story is
the point that the oharacter of ¥elscn Lee appeared in the first
person, We have read same five hundred copies of the Nolson Lee,
but this 1s the only one we have come acroes in which this haj
I tham are otham, we should be i.ntereated to haar of thm *)

we had heard of 1t many times, We will not attempt to desoribe
thip peries - it has been dealt with adequately before. Sufficient
to say that it was one of the best aseries ever to come from the pen
of Edwy Searles Brooks,

At the end of June we Tead two important announcements by our
editor, The first told us that St, Frank's was belng brought up to
date again, and that we were to turn our calendar forward again to
1933. Ve accepted this change without g mumur. In the mood we
were in at the time the editor could beve transferred St. Frank's
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to the year 2,033, and wo wouldn't have raised an eyebrow,

The second announcement told us that we were to have the honour
of reading the finest story ever to come from the pen of ocur
favourite author. We were rather doubtful about this honour as we
loarned that the story was to feature the Waldo family - father and
son. Perhape we were prejudiced, but wo certainly did not like
Stanley Waldo the schoolboy, for we were suspicious of boys who
could feel no pain, and could soe and hear fifty times as well as
anybody elee, We much preferred our berces to be 1ike Felson Lese,
Hipper or Boggle Pitt, who could do their jobe withcut the extra-
ordinary gifts enjoyed dy the Waldos,

Aind so Bupert and Stamley, with some slight sssistance from Nel-
gon Leo and a few juniors, smashed the infamous menace of the
"Brotherhood of the Brave', led by the notorious Count Zinestero,
complete with his Spenish caetle and collestions of lions and
tigers, I% was a poor story and we think that Brooks would be the
firat to admit it, But for the editor to say this was the finest
series of them all - ak well, we bad better sey nothlng about Ezra
quirke or Eldorado,

No, 23 saw the firat instalment of the "China Bound" series that
first appeared in 1926. Tt wes given %o us neither as a reprimt or
a new gtory, but just another holiday series by E.S5. Brooks, This
obviously was the end. Inetinctively without being teold, we Imew
that thie series would mever fimigh in the Nelson Lee Library. Ro.
24 told us of & megnificent free gift that was to be given to us.
Ho, 25 gnve us the chassis of @ super motor gar. We, who poseessed
more thumbs than fingers tried 1o nssemble it, but couldn't, This
Fo, 25 was the last copy of the Nelson Iee we wers to get from our
newsagent, It told us the all too familiar story. The Nelson Lee
was 10 be merged, with the Gem ~ two bocks for the price of one -
blek=bish, Thus ended the fourth and last series of the Nelson lee
Library, after o short and ingloricus existence of sir months. 4nd
yet was 1t really the end?

Various stories appeared in the Cem for two or three years fes—
turing the St, Frank's characters, and we ourselves in an cdd copy
noted the re-introduction of "Between Ourselves", We have boen ad-
vieed that most of theme stories were, in the main cld series re-
hashed. The few copies of the Gem we have read, however, lead us
to think there is more in it then that, and that some detailed re-
search in this direction may be of intereat, We are not in a
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position to do this ourselves, tut parhape some good Gem emthusias
mey be prepared to have & go, and give us the reeulis of his
tindings. (#) ——o0fo0——
{* Of tho Helson Lee Libraries in my own posseseion, the famoune
dotective nlso appesTs in the first persen in Old Heries Fos. 123
“Ihe Island Stronghold, 127 "Tho Underground Fortrese”, 135 "The
Secret Menaoce, and 146 "wirt Sunset and l:ldnight“.)
{# The Gem periala wers White Cianta of Fl Dorado {originsl),
Tressure Isle {original), Ghost Eiver Banch (originel), The School
from Bown Undor (original), The Ten Talons of Taz (original), Hand-
forth the Ghost Huntor and The Seoret World (reprint of the first
Horthostria series), Mystery Mill (roprint of Myatery of the Poison—
od Biver) and The Black Hand &t St. Frank's (later reprinted as a
Forman Conquest yarn.) - J.W

t

GEEETINGS AND NEWS FROM FEANX RICHARDS

Rose Lawn, Kingsgate-—on-Sea, Broadstaire,
Dear Herbert Ieckenby, Kent, December 23rd, 1953.
Many thanks for the December C.Du, the Anmual and your letters &
very cheery trio st Christmas time, all of which I was very glad to
soeive.—Pho e hink goes botter and bhette and rmust say
T 1like specially Eric's Bookwood article: which roeminds me of many
happy things that were growing & littls dims and ogually well,
Roger's "Christmas with the Magnet™ in the C.D. Wihere wag alwaye
seasonsblo weather in the Magnet at Chrisimas timel” saya BogeT. So
thers wes: which proves & theory 1 have mentioned somewhers in my
Autobiography, that fiction heats faot every timat
I an very interested to hear that Chapmen's picture will be on
the cover next month. I have seen it already, as he sent mo & COpY
by way of a Christmas cerd, which is to be framed ic hang in my
gtudy, It is, as you gay a delightful gketch, and draws a cheery
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grin to my venersble features every time I look at it, and behold
¥,R. shaking hands with Father Time, =w—— quite a hamless old
gontleman s¢ far as I am concerned!

I don't know whether you have seen a "Silver Jacket" yot. I
have just bad the third number from Sydney, amd it appears to be
going strong., You can guese what a pleasure 1t is to me to mes
"Carcroft" running in an Australian magazine, By the way, there
415 an item of news that may interest you: we are discumsing the
serialization of the Bunter Books in Australia and New Zealand,
and this may materialise in the near future. Needloss to say I
shall be heppy to see W.G,B, in serizl form dewn under, There wero
some difficulties in tho way: tut these seem now to be happily
sleared up, So it is probablo that our fat old friend may scon be
re-starting his plump cereer among the kangsrcea and dingoes, in
that "besutiful isle of the sea”.

Best of wishes for Christass, my desr boy, and tc all readors
of the C.D., the happiest of happy New Yoars.

¥indest regarde, Alwaeys yours sincercly, FRANK RICHARDS,
*  * * * ¥
THE SILVER JACKET Publishad by Beaconsfield Produoctions
" Pty. Ltd,, 149 Castlereagh Streot,
Dear ¥r, Lockenby, Sydney. 25th Hovember, 1953.

I have just received a very interesting letter from Anthony P.
Baker of Barnet, Herts., telling me that ke has cbtalned & ocopy of
our magagzina, THE SILVER JACKE? from Mr. B.G. Whiter, Secrotary of
the London Branch of the 01d Boys! Book Club and that he first
heard of this publicatlon from & letter from Frank Richords being
published in your "Collsotor's Digest”, November issue,

As you can no doubt appreciate, I am most interested in Frank
Rchards, his work and your Cld Boys' Book Club and I would very
much like to receive a ocopy of your Novamber issue of the “Colloot=-
orts Digest™ and would also like to subscribe to this magazine,
Would you kindly advise ms the cost involved so that I can airmail
you 2 bank draft?

You may be interested to learn thet our new boys' magagine, THE
SILVER JACKHT is having wonderful sales over hore and we expeot it
1o g0 on sale in limited quantities in England early next year.

1 look forward to hearing from you,

Kindest rogards, Yours faithfully,

BRACONSFIELD PRODUCTICHNS PTY. IID.

A.D. GORFAIN
FRIEOR..&. RYRLL
TOBK DUPLICATING SERVICES, 7, THE SHAIBLES, YORK, TEL: YORK 3898,
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