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Jrom the &ditor's Chair

BORED?  NOT LIKELY! On the eve of my retirement, one of my of-
fice colleagues said to me, "Why an energetic bloke like you will
be bored stiff — you'll go downhill quick." Well, I'1l admit I
hed been having a few qualms myself. But so far my colleagues and
my fears have been unfounded and here's one very good reason.

Since I wxote my last chat, Jim Shephered has been owver from
Sheffield for a day. Then followed Bill Lofts for a week-end.
Shortly afterwards Gerry Allison and I had an afternoon together,
and. the following day Tom Sinclair from the same eity of Leeds
paid me a surprise visit. Three more days passed, then came Frank
Case all the way from Liverpool to spend an hour or so,

If this keeps vp I shall be going uphill, not down, for be—
lieve me, it makos me say "Aint life grand."

LORE ABOUT THE 'ANNUAL':  So far as preparation is concerned, all
goes splendidly, for several articles are ready for 'running offt.
I have something to say about Eric Fayme's contribution in "Hamil-
toniana" and since I last wrote, Jack Wood's great article on Nelson
Lee has come along. Hot only will this appeal to St. Frank's fana

but albo T worrant to those who knew tho defective of Grays Imn
Rond os Maxvell Scott told of him, for Jack starts nt the very be-
ginning, A very thorough job he has made of it, there's very
little, if anything, he hos missed,

Then there's "The Cricket Test" a story in verse of a great
game between Greyfriars and St. Franks by Bill Jardine. This is
a perfect example of the amaging devotion shown by some of our
nembers towards the hobby. The verses are very clever, but apart
from that it is all so beautifully typed and presented that I only
wish I could pass it round to everyone of you just to ghow the
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trouble some of our fellows will go to without any thought of gain.
I ghall have more to tell next month. Orders are still lagging
behind last year. This is mainly due to the holidays 1 think, for
despite the weather, more of you have been away than ever, if my
mail is anything to go by. However, now that the nights are draw—
ing in no doubt we shall catch up. The sooner I have an idea how
many copies to order the socomer the machine will get running., A&nd
we mist have some adverts. too.

RO
ANTICIPATION: Shortly after these lines appear in print, I hope
to be in London once more to meet once again old friends and I

trust some I know as pen-friends, but whom I skall be meeting for
the first time. 1 am looking forward to an eighteen hour day.

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECKENBY.

THE 'ANWUAL' BALLOT
FINAL POSITIONS

Points
1. Red Magnet ilagic 243
2e Greyfriars V. St. Jims 208
3. One Hundred Years of Boys' Wecklics 183
4e The Years of Conquest 179
5 They Wrote of Sexton Blake 175
6. The St. Franks Saga 151
T« Carberry of the Greyfriars Sixth 144
8. Cedar Creek 133

MY COLIECTION NO.
by W.T. THURBON
"IN PIAM MEMORTAM W.T.H.T."

One of my earliest memories is of the old fashioned gas lamps
outside a small newsagents shop and the yellow cowered "Dick Tur-
pins™ and (pbasibly Blao) "Robin Hoods" on the racks outside the
door. How long ago I cannot now Bay.

Looking back, my home, when I was a small boy, must have been
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a treasure treve, for, for quite a number of years, my late father,
who died while I was composing this article, book the Union Jack
regularly, all the first series of Aldine "Robin Hoods"™, the early
fldine "Dick Turpins", and the "Marvel™. Perhaps the saddest
thought is of those "Robin Hooda™ — slone of the mass of papers
they survived practically a complete run of the first series until
early in the last war they were given away. My father, as a boy
of ten, in London, had purchased very regularly the old "Boys of
the Empire" and as a small boy I had a wonderful time with these.
Alas that the viecissitudes and hard wesr of youth caused the dis—
integration of all this treasure. Later memories crowd in of
comics, Puck and the Rainbow particularly, but odd numbers of most
of the others, of “Pluck™ in 1912-13 with the Reginald Wray "Dick
Brittain" series, and many others. Ag Clark Hook was so fond of
quoting: :

"0f 1l sad words of tongue and pen,

The Saddest are these, it might have been.“
If only I had preserved these, or the early Populars, or the first
series of "Greyfriars Herelds", and others. I colleoted Chuckles
pretty regularly from 1916 to 1918 when that grand serial “Adven—
ture Island" was running in them. But probably my most serious
collection was "The Scout®. I took this regularly from 1913 to
1515, and again from 1917 until 1924 or 1925. Vhen I became a
scoutmaster in 1926, I gave most of these away o boys in my troop.
“If youth but knew!v I think from very early times “Jack, Sam
and Pete" were among my fawourite characters, and when I started
work in 1917, until the "Harvel" finally ceased publication, I tock
this,  After 1925 I bogan to concentrate more on serious reading,
and what remnants of the old papers I had retained were cleared
away save for the last few years run of the “Marvel" and a few J.S.

& P,B.F.I, 4ds.

For many years I hoped sometime to come across a T of early
"Harvels", but nothing ever came my way until at last a few years
ago “"Boys will be Boys" appeared. From this I learned that others
shared my interests, and that my daydreams might become realiseds
A letter to the author brought a courtecus and helpful reply and
sent me off on the track of “Digest" and "Hliscellany". Nesdless
to say lr. Leckenby became at once guide, philospher and friend to
a new mewmber of the fraternity., It was ¥r. Dick Whorwell who
procured me my first "Marvels and at once I was lsunched on my waye




(233)-
Again, needless to say, I at once found many helpful friends in the
hobby — particularly perhaps I should mention the late ever-help—
ful John Mederaft, who was not only e helpful source of supply but
elso o mine of information on all facets of 0ld Boyas' Papers.

I have found friends and correspondents noi only in England,
but to date also in Spain, U.S.A., Canade, Austrolia and Southk
Africa. I have learned & great deal mbout various boys!' papers;
not only the "Jack, Sam and Pete" storice which are my own line,
but also quite o number of interesting byways. Many more papers
have passed through my hands than I have retained. As I get older
I find the passion to accumulate possessions in large numbers has
waned, and my object is to keep only some few items that make a
special appeel to me; but side by side with this I find great
pleasure in tracking down various interests of the past - for ex—
ample, many years ago I read various parts of a serial by Alec G.
Pearson "City of Flame™ in the "Gem", but missed the end. It was
a great delight 1o read recently the story in B.F.L., No. 316 — but
having read it I did not desire to retain it in my collcction and
passed it on to a friend.

And so to my actual collection. This is in two partso. The
first consists of some early numbers of "The Scout", collected re—
cently as part of my interest in that Movement and in its early
history; two rather battered wolumes of 1909 and 1910, and some
sixty Ioose numbers from 1913 to 1915. The second and more
"hobby" part at present consists mainly of "Marvels", with a few
"Populars" and "Union Jacks". The latter are zll “Lobangu" tales -
most alas in very poor condition, including a treasured relic from
my youth of No. 206 “Sexton Blake, Whaler", preserved from my fo—
ther's purchases, and No. 504 "The Long Trail" of June, 1913. This
last 1 can gtill recall purchasing myself, on s Thursiay, a school
half holiday, and I still treasure that tattered copy that has sur—
vived the adventures of over 40 years. The ones I have are 171,
181, 206, 404, 504, 592, 672, 696, 752, 795, 851, 866. It is
perhaps a curious example of nostalgia that among my Populars I
have a few of the very early numbers containing reprints of which
I have also possessed early 1d Mervels containing the same story -
but I have chosen to retain the Popular rather than the early Marwvel
I believe the very early Popular reprints gained by the compress—
ion and by J.A. Cummings' illustrations and were actually improve—
ments on the Marvel originals. Of the reprints in the Popular
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from the Halfpemny llarvel which comprised P.P. Nos. 30 to 50 I
have 16. 0f HMarvels themselves, the backbone of my colleu,. on, I
have concentrated mainly on those before Mo, 300, especially those
set in the Wilds (for which latter reason I have awvoided the two
ntours of Bri tﬁn") Apert from odd numbers which have a special
appeal, my main efforts have been to get as complete Tuns as pos-—
sible of the "Balloon Series 113 = 151," "The Stean Man 231 — 251"
and the "New 01d Hoss" Aeroplane and Ira the Huron Chief series
273 - 203, In none of these have I so Tar achicved complete suc—
cess: I suppose I have about 100 Marvels altogether, I hope
some time to write up both the Balloon and Steam Man series, then
to cut down my collection again only to the cream of the tales.

Vhat are my daydroems at present: well, first to complete my
rung of the Morvels referred to above. Then to get a fow more
"Lobangu" tales. Then I would like fo get a run of Plucks for
1912-13 with the "Dick Brittain" series. And I want a few more
3.F.L. 3ds. — particularly 117, 118, with the John Tregellis
"Britain at Bay" tales, and finally e title that has alweys haumi-
ed me since I saw it first in an esdvertisement of my youth, alas
» year or two after publication, B.F.L. 222 "Through Trackless
Tibet" — what pictures that title conjures up.

And vhat memories this artiele recalls — the firsi Union Jack
I ever read, a Lobangu tale, "The Flying Column" — does anyone now
recall the cover with its picture of Zulu warriors; the firsi
Aldine "Robin Hood" I ever read, No, 20, "The Branded Arrow" - and
vhat a rush of Union Jack titles: "“Sexton Blake, Territorial
Lumberman", in the floods, taking part in Pageants, a very good
Xmas tale "The'Coster's Chrisimas", and a tale that gave me, as a
very small boy, a nighimare, about Plague in Chino.

—— Porhaps “4is distmco—len&u—meben%meﬂt—te—tha—'new—but%
o onchan‘ting vier it is.

WATFED - YOUNG FOLKS TALES - W. EALL, 46 WALDER ROAD, HAMMOND-
VILLE, LIVERPOOL, N.S.W., AUSTRALIA, is anxious %o obtain any or
all. Will exchange Mognets, Gems, Kelson Lees, S.0.L's, or pay
reasonable price.  ALSO WANTED COMICS. All letters answareds
Correspondence welcomed with 0.B.B, Collectors anywhere.

CEUCKLES! CHUCKIES! 3/- cach offered for any issues of this comic.
LEONARD PACKIIAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LONION, S.E.22.
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B LAKIANA
Conducted by Josophine Packman
2] Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London, S,E.22.

By the time this issue of our megazine is in your hands, the
Bleke Cirele Quism entries will have been checked. The full To—
sult will be published next month, the winners of course being
notified beforehand.

The good friend who sent me the Spanish Sexton Blake has
'done it sgain'. This time he has sent me a couple of issues of
& Swedish Weekly, featuring Sexton Blake in picture-story form.
The paper - "Lektyr" - is a Stockholm publication, the Blake story
being entitled 'Sexton BIake and the Motor Cycle sttery’ Well
drawn end in colour, Tinker plays a leading part in what appears
to be a very s::citing picture—yarn. The popularity of 'our Blake!
abroad is very patent, and I am now wondering what the next lan—
guage will be in which the famous detective's exploits are record-
ed!

As promised, this issue contains the controversial article on
Anthony Persons. I invite your comments, for publication in
Blakiana.

Strangly enough, I recently received a letter from Eric
Fayne in which, amongst other things, he mentions Pedro. Vith
Erio Fayne's permission I am reproducing the letter exactly as re—
ceiveds Maybe some of you would like to reply to Mr. Fayne,
through the medium of Blzkiana.

It is regretted that Gerry Allison is unable %o continue his
S.B.L. reviews as a regular feature, but I am pleased to say he
has kindly given up & little of h:ua limited ¥free' time for the
current issue reviewse — — —

Next month's Blakiana will co.’u‘ta.u:, mongst other items, an
interesting article by Herbert Leckenby.

Finally, I am sure you will be pleased to hear thet our good
friend Bob Fhiter has promised to do a cover design for the
fligest', depioting Sexton Blake, Tinker and Pedro.

JOSIE PACKMAN,

* K %K O *




{236)
The Modern School,
Surbition.
Dear Josie,

I was fascinated with the artiole onm Pedro, but I was rether
startled that the writer should allege that the old dog's heyday
was past early in the "twenties'.

Pedro played a substantiel pert in almost every story by
Pierre Quiroule, and this writer's work was appearing regularly
until after the outbresk of war.

I am rather at a loss to understand why it is that Pierre
Quiroule seems to be so noglected ir Blakiana, while constant ro-
ference is made to other authors whose work, in my humble opinion,
was vastly inferior, For me, at least, there was no other writer
of Sexton Blake stories who remotely reached the high lewel of the
Pierrc Quiroule tales, I can read and re-read such masterpieces
as "The Mystery Box" (the finest Blake story of all time, in my
v1ew) "The Living Shadow", "The Turkish Agreement", "The Six
Black Dotg", "The lissing Ewny“ and many others, bu‘t I should
have to be pa:l.d. before I could digest the work of some writers who
are so0 highly praised in Blakiana.

The neglect of Pierre Quircule by Blakiana contributors is a
mystery, for these storics contained everything that we usually
agree eontributed to the prfect Blake story. We saw Blake him-—
self, well-educated, of vast human sympathy, with high medical
qualifications; Tinker as a lowable and youthful assistant, set-
ting just the right note; Mrs. Bardell, whimsical, comforteble
and homely: Pedro, supreme old dag, ready to bring his sagacious
nose inte play at frequent- intervals; the Baker Street chambers,
correct to the last deteil, always the main background: Dr.Baily,
dry old Harley street practltwner, as believeble as Blake and

mmemdmaW

tiously, but aupplying a gemuine Seoret Service flavour; the plots,
skilfully worked out and building up to a thrilling climax; the
geography, ruthentic rnd intriguing; the stories, fasoinatin&,
humourous, sometimes even macebre, but always feasible recding.

Pierre Quiroule lifted the Sexton Blake story high above the
errand-boy class of litersture into which some S.B.L's fell. He
was a master of descriptive writing, and had a command of excellent
English.

Tet our Blekiana experis pass him by, while they wax enthusi—
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astic over the far inferior work of — well, many of the others.
It beats me.

Yours sincerely,

ERIC FAYHE,

———00080———n—
ANTHONY PARSONS

by
James W. Cook.

I so enjoyed the two recent Sexton Blake yerns by the zbove
author that I decided to write and thank him, becouse, as far as I
cen judge, the old S.B.L. is fast becoming a woman's novelette.
Parsons is, I think, the only author who actually gives us the old
Sexton Blake as we used to know him, and you can imegine my surprise
when he wrote end t0ld me he hadn't "even heard of the goentleman™
until the editor asked him to write a Blake story, in 1935 or 136,
Since then he has gone on writing them. Prior to that, he wrote
for the STRAND, ROYAL, WIDE WORLD, DLACKWOOD'S, NASH'S eto., and
also, for women's magazines, stories and serisls which he still
does under a dozen different names. 0ddly enough, he never read
boys' gtories and never bought boys' papers!

He 1ittle knew when, as a boy, he read Rider liaggard he was
destined to spend five years of his 1life roaming round Central
Africa in the steps of that famous author, amusing himself shocting
elephante for a living. And when he read Marie Corelli and Maud
Diver, he little knew that as an officer of the 98tk Regiment, and
later as & pilot of the R.F.C. and R,A.F, he was fated to spend
ten years of his Iife marching and flying over that same North-West
Frontier of Indis. Haggard's "She" and "Ayesha" Anthony simply
Iapped up = =gEiM HEVer drcaming that the time would come whon he
should spend three years in Caire, and roam around emid the ruins
of Upper Egypt.

Yes, he tells me, he loved all those parts. They were al—
ready alive to him, from the ancient Nile to the Indus, from Pesha-
war to Damascus and Samarkand. They were great days to him.
Arabis, Persia, Kashmir — he lived in them and Ioved them, Deserts
and allf

But do you know Me never knew the UNION JACK. THe says he did
some stories and serials for the old THIRILIER and DETECTIVE WEEKLY
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until the war killed them — and for a time he wrote serials for the
1:0DERN BOY.

I had to smile at his reply to my query about Shephsard's
Hotel. This was Blake's favourite stopping place, and I asked {
A.P. where Blake was going to stay when he was in Cairo as Sheph— |
eard's hnd been burnt down. He said the editor of the S.B.L. \
dropped him « line, asking him what he was going to do without it!

Incidentally, Mr. Parsons lived at Shepheard's Hotel for
oighteen months. Now he has transferred his custom to the Conti-
nental or the Semiramis.

lle then goes on to say something which might be somewhat
controversial, for he says both he and the editor are under the
impression he must have written more "Blakes" than any other writer.
He opines that he must be nearing his century by now. Anybody
object to this statement? No doubt some of the old authers did more
than that for the UNIONW JACK, but Parsons is referring to the pre—
sent S.B.L.

Speaking of the U.J., I was told of an observation made by a
man who was on the old UNION JACK, that if only the paper had shut
dovm on all those old charrcters and kept up-to-date with new
characters and new stories, it would have been alive today.

That's where Anthony Parsons scores with his yarns — they are
bang up-to-date, topical, and with Bloke as we knew him. Sort of
setisfactory to both sides.

But in some of the reviews of current Sexton Blake stories re—
cently in Blakiana, I cannot agree that we should have Pedro in-
cluded.  After all, 'Blakes' are not written as museum pieces for
the benefit of the small band of enthusiasts who have collected
Blake from the year dot, That fact alone invelidates the critic—
ismg and suggestions which fron time to time apuea.r, d:l.z-ected toward A
5‘.‘!}:1111}[0‘1‘3‘, S SR S e S B |

These 'oldsters' want to keep Elake as he was at the begimming
Tinker and the rest with him. They went Blakoe to spesk ag he did, i
act as he did, and proceed upon his investigations exactly as he F
did fifty years ago. ’

i
1
{

The edifor's foresight is responsible for the S.B.L. being in
circulation today.

It's no good, you know, you have to see their point of wiew.
There never was any sentiment in business, and the Sexton Blake
Library is a business.
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It would be quite absurd to try and sell such stuff as the
very old 'Blakes' were made of — except, of course, to a handful
of Yoldsters' wallowing in their own nostalgia. As well offer a
1905 car %o a man who wants 2 1954 model!

Dear old Fedro has gone into the limbo of all out-of-dste
tools, 25 it was inevitable that he should.

He wes useful in his day, but his day has gone. How we use
"alkie-Talkie" or fast 'planes and the leboratory — or would some
of us s1ill prefer Blske to go about his business in a2 Hansom cab?

But it is o tender thing this nostalgia longing for old days
and scenes. The authors commissioned to write tales of Blake
and Tinker must, of necessity, do so on the policy laid dotm by the
A, Press. 8o really, it is no use decrying these present day
storics because they do not connect witk the old yarns - rather
let us be thankful that Sexton Blake still Iives on.

To me the old 'S.B.' is still there in Anthony Parsons! sioxres
minus Pedro, of course.

Since he began — in 1335 or '36 — to write zbout Blake, he
has made a good job of recapturing a lost thrill.

The constant battle of wits between Blake and Venner make, I
think, that old time reading we miss so much.

Good luck, Anthony Parsons, and more Sexton Blake yarns please.

I must agree commercially with the policy of Fleetwsy House,
but in my heart of hearts I am siill an 'cldsier?.

THE SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY. AUGUST ISSUES.

No. 317. "“The Crime at 3 as.m." by HBugh Clevely.

A very readeble tale of murder and swindling in London. I
quits enjoyed it; elthough Blake seemed rother off=colour. — Hew
often do we hear of him being 'tired’, 'worried', 'ill—tempered',
funfriendly'?

But Nrs, Bardell is mervellous for her age. When Blgke
having been out all night, arrived in Baker Street at 6 a.m.,
bringing with him Ingpector Iverson of the Yard the old sirl heard
him come, and had coffee ready in a jiffy.

"Anywey, you've been to bed", said Blake, "which is more than
1 have'. He broke off as Mrs, Bardell came in with a pot full of
coffee and oups, and proteste "What's this, lrs. Bardell? I
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didn*t ask you to get up'“.
"I heerd you come in", Mrs. Bardell answered, "and I knew
you'd Iike some coffes. I brought up & cup for the Inspector
too¥.
Well, what do you think of that? And notice the perfect
Queen's English? Cood old Martha, she must have been having
elocution lessons!

Yo. 318. "The Case of the Council Swindle", by Walter Tyrer.

The first half of this book contained some of the driest
humour and best characterization we have had fer a long time,
Tyrer kept me chuckling ~way for pages. Such passages as:
"eew. abtendance at council moetings has fallen awey, since the
B.B.C. have provided such excellent opportunities of being bored
without leaving our own homes"“.

Or this: At last the ushers appeared. Two big uniformed
men came rushing into the gallery, pushing the startled schoeclgirls
aside fearlessly".

The ending did not keep up this standard however, and brought
in a lot of new people, leaving loose ends galore. Still, those
who enjoy satirical humour will relish the first part of the story.

But those ratepayers at Farriport were an incredible lot of
dopes {to pay a2ll that money for nothing.

Gerry Allison.
Another grand scoop enables me %o offer FCR_EXCHANGE about 120
Magnets and 50 Gems {?5,‘.% and 509 originals respectively) and B0
Populars, all covering roughly 1919/1925, also later numbers of
enchs. Gondition fair to mint.
I Requirer=—Host pre=1916 Mopnets =nd Hos. 419, 420, 437, 438,
439, 442, 455, 456, 461, 463, 474, 493; 515, 525; 526, 532, 540,
560, 561, 586, 590, 821, 823, B26, 834, 843, 846, 848, 862, 865/869,
881, 906, 907, IOO’;"/IOCB, 1011, 1013, 1616, 1025, 1032, 1038, 1051,
1062, 1117, 1125, 1132/1134, 1136, 1174, 1194, 1204, 1205, 1221,
1223, 1226, 1230, 1232, 1236, 1238, 1240,
ALS0 most Gems 590/1220 (originals only). Offers and "wants"
lists welcomed. FPlease write airmail. CHAS. v RENWEN, BOX 50,
UITIHAGE, SOUTH AFRICA.
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HAMILTONIANA

Compiled by HERBERT LECKENBY

Looking through “Gem" No. 1520, "The St. Jims Charity Fund"
April 3rd, 1937, I found the editor's page particularly interesting
and some of it well worth gquoting here, For instsnce he said he
had had & letter from the secretary of the Vincents' 0ld Boys Club.
Its members had been voting on the ten best stories {or series) in
1936, together with the Wilmot Sports Club, the Gem Club (Vest
End), the iagnet and Gem Club (W:l.ltshira), the Good Companicns Club
and the Crangemere 0ld Girls'! Club. Over 300 members of these
various Clubs had voted with the following result: (1) The "Poff!
Series, (2) “The Mystery of Eastwood House" stories, (3) "For the
Honour of St. Jims", (4) "They Called Him & Coward", (5) "Micky
Makes Things Hum", (6) "St, Jims on Strike“, (7) " The Sign of
Three", (8) The S‘t. Jims "Captainey" series, (9) "The Last Laugh",
(10) "‘Jan.,r on the Warpath".

In azddition voting had been taken on the most popular charac—
ters.  They came out like this: (1) Talbot, (2} Wally D'ircy,

(3) Piggins, (4) Lunley-Lumley, {5) Tom Herry (6) Bernard Glyn,
(7) Xerr, (8) Cousin Ethel, (19) Levison, (10) Blake.

Talbot seems to have been popular in any generation, but
Gussy completely out of it is rather surprising,.

I wonder if any of these 300 odd members are still interested
in the stories of their youth. And whet became of the Clubs?

Another interesting point was that in answer to two corres—
pondents, the editor said he had no more details about the Grey—
friars film. S5till coming, isn't it?

MORE PRAISE FOR THE “MAGNET" AND "GEM": Browsing in a library the
otherday I picked up at random = btook called “Ritchie* by Johmr Pe
Barter. On the very first page I opened some dialogue caught my
eye, which I guess will interest all Hamiltonians. It concerns a
conversation between Lord Fleeth, Press Baron, and the editor of
one of his newspapers. They are discussing the present taste in
literature, Here it is:

Lord Fleeth nodded.

'Vell, I do, I meet some of these chaps. They come to my
parties because there’s a buffet and the drinks are free. They
think it's the first stage towerds the Order of Merit: about one
in ten is worth cultiveting, but one hes to invite the ten to find
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out which, The rest are unhealthy climbers, after a subsidy. I
expeet you road The Gem and The Magnet when you were youns,
Arlcoright?”?

‘liy boy has some, I often read them oven now!!

1Whet do you think of thom?*

tTopping! That is, they're not the kind of thing one tires
of, cven at my age!?

tlaven't any time for rcading mysclf these days, but I thought
they vero damnoed fine stuff when I was young.  Billy Buntor,
Harry Vharton, Beb Cherry!!

tprthur Augustus 4'Arey, Loder of the Sixthe....!

fHo doubt some of it would seem crude and to give an over—
simplified view of life, but so, for the matter of that, does the
Bible. The great thing is that they were healthy. No sandals,
corduroys and long-haired intellectuals. The Oyl of the Remove
is a great creation and the public like it by paying for it. That's
the test of greatness in the arts. Vhat is wanted is the same
kind of outlook adapted where necessary to the adult nowel. If
we had that, we would have a lot more of the proper kind of order
and stability.® "

Well, that's a fine tribute if you like. Isn't it amazing
how they keep cropping up in all soris of places? John P. Barter
seems to be "one of us" deesn't he?

XE KIIG OF THE ISLANDS: Despite all that has been written about
the works of Charles Hamilton during the past few years, there's
still quite a lot to be written., This struck me foreibly when
I was checking the stencils of Eric Fayne's "The Development of
the Modern Boy" article for the Annual. Teke 'Yen King of the
Islands® for instance. Here are over 200 fascinating storics which
of the titlesy; “Island of Silence“; "Cannilals of Kua"; “The
Chast of Terror'; "The Isle of Surprises"; "The Grinning Pirate";
uIn the lead Munters' Lair"; #Island of the Wolf", Grand spine
tingling yarns of the Pacific seas in a setting of coral islands,
sun-drenched tropic beeches, beachcombers, poarlers and cannibals.
Vheot's more, on reading the *proofs' I marvelled at the way
in which Iric Fayne had summarised theme In crisp, graphic sen—
tences he tells of the stories like this:~ ™White Kan's Luck™ —
a threat to the "Dam', a night attack, e terrific hurricane, and
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valuable cargo flung overboard. "Island of Silonce". It was
weird - uncanny. As the 'Davm! approached the usuclly busy island
of Lalu~ therc was not o soul to be seen, not asamd to be heard.
"The lLost Galleon", The rivals find the galleon and the treasure
only to diseover that a giant octopus has got there first.

Masterpieces of ideal “"reporting" telling of a score of
"Treasure Islands! rolled intc one. Vhat a feast of reading forxr
the fire—side next Christmas Day. Have you ordered your Annual
yet?

* % K ® X X ¥
MCORE TREASURE TROVE: You will remember Charles v Renen out in
South Africa telling of a heul of Megnets which had come his way
as the result of sn advert. Well he's had another strcke of Tuck
as will be seen from the following quotetions from = letier recently
received:—

"Recently had yet another stroke of good fortunc. ifter
following up a clue I heard from a lady in Natel to soy she could
supply me with quite a number of the cld papers. This letter came
to hand a day before my family and I were due to go up to the Free
State for our holiday. Of course, I had to change all our arrange—
ments at the last minute ond we shot up to Natal instead! A8 1t
turned out the holiday there was a most enjoyeble one. ' toured
the province at our loisure, stopping wherever it pleased us to do
80. From the foot of the snow—clad Drakensberg mountains to swel-
tering Durban and the rest of the South Cozast thence right around
Basutoland and down through the Free State nfter 2ll. This is 21l
beside the point, of coursc. More to the point is this. The
highlight of our trip wes = fow days spent on tho farm of the good
lady who'!d offered me the papers. Her family and mine kave become
staunch friends! The lady herself is an old Hamiltenian and even

—now - has her-beloved 1916/1919 Gems which she did not wish to part———
withs However she did give me nearly 600 Magnets, Gems and Pops.
Unfortunately, nearly half of these are ecither in a deplorable
state or very sadly soiled, but I have menaged to salvage about 300
copies ranging in condition from fair to mint. The bulk of these
are 1923/1926 Magnets and Cems which you no doubt know are pretty
rare for some or other reason. The haul has reduced my wants list
quite a bit especially as far as the Gems go as I have only just
started to collect these seriously. 1 need not tell you what a
thrill it gave me sorting out this little lot. I'd stuck them
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away carefully in the boot of my car after I got them and believe
it or not I did not even aitempt to gauge the extent of the haul
until after me had returned home a couple of weeks later. There's
will power! I must admit tho! my mind was in the boot of my car
half the time we were getiing around!™

I like that bit about his thoughts dwelling on the haul in
the boot of his car as he bowled along. Wouldnft we all have been
in the same frame of mind? And there's thet about Charles!
family and the lady's now being firm friends now. Another letter
from Ironk Case told me of how he and his wife had been invited to
spend a day with Norman Pmgnell and his wife who were on holiday
in North VWales.

You know such letters make my mail a joy to read.

POTTED PIRSONALITIES, Ho. 5 (Second Series)
MR, QUELCH

Thet Henry Samuel Queleh, the form-master with the gimlet eyes
is the greatest of all the masters in the Hamilton schools and the
finest piece of adult character~painting in school literature, few
will gainsay. Right from the beginning ¢f Magnet history we have
scen this congclientious, sevemman - a beast but a just beast, as
Bob Cherry once said — tapping away at his "History of Creyfriars"
a8 Prank Richards taopped out the history of the sam2 school from a
more modern view—point.

Yir. Quelch has figured largely in dozens - perhaps scores —
of the liagnet's greatest series, but in my own memory I have one
small cemeo of this great men, and in this particular cameo I find
~ the finest illustrotion of the fundamental character of the Remove

nester. In the Smedley series, Mr. Quelch visited Wharton Lodge
vhere the Bounder was on holiday with Harry Vharton and Co. Mr.
Smedley, the Dounderfs "RIVAL FOR A FORTUNE", arrived to accuse
Vernon-Smith of conduct of which the latter was not guilty. In a
rezl gew of authorship, a few delightful, unforgettable chapters,
I, Quelch took the matter in hand and in characteristic style sent
the imposter, Smedly, about his business.

I have alwoys regerded the Stacey series as the greatest of
21l the Greyfriars stories, but, strangely enough, it is here that
kir. Quelch does not appear in the best light. One feels that he
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made something of a favourite of "EARRY WHARTON'S DOUBLE", and that
an experienced schoolmaster should have been a shrewder judge of
boys. Yet it was that very weakness on the part of Mr. Quelch
which helped to-make this superb series so memorzble.

Wesk again, perhaps, but humanly wenk this time, was lr. Quelch
in two magnificent series, iwo series vhich I would vote only the
moest veritable fraction second to the Stacey series. In the two
long series, where Harry Wharton was in feud with his form-mastexr
and became "THE WORST BOY AT GREYFRIARS", Mr. Quelch completely lost
patience with the leader of the Femous Five, and showed far less
than justice to the troublesomc schoolboy.

Conmpletely delicious were the meny wordy-spars that kir. Quelch
bad with Mr. Prout and Mr. Hacker from time fo time, and it is a
dull ache at the heart that we were not permitted to read that
series of "THE BATTLE OF THE BEAXS" which was due to appear at the
time when the Magnet ceased publication. I would that some per—
suasive voica would urge Frank Richards to use that theme in a
Cassell book.

Looking back down the years, we can recall Mr. Quelch in many
tugsles with the Bounder or fighting with all his power ageinst the
injustice of some new Headmaster, Jr. Quelch was superbly shown
as a determined pedagogue when Mr. Prout became Head for a time;
on one occasion as dismissed from Greyfriars through the trickery
of Skinner; yet again, tearing his scanty locks owver the machina—
tions of the unpleasant Tracy, who wanted to be expellod; and fin-
ally, in the Magnet's last Christmas, as kidrapped by Slim Jim.

It can be seid of Mr, Quelch that he really lives, as perhaps
no other character in the stories really does. I shnll never be
the least surprised te meet him at Weterloo or to see him in the
street,

— = - o EREFEFFFFEEFFRTEE
DO YOU REMEMBER?T BY ROGER ll. JENKINS

No. 3 -~ Schoolboys! Own Library No. 220 — "The Son of a Cracksman",.

Charles Homilton has stated "I don't quite kmow how it is —
unless it be my otm sweet nature! — but 2ll my bad characters have
a tendency to reform, and get there sooner or later, and I always
liked to see them on the right path," Valentine Mornington of
Roolavood in his early days was one of the worst charzcters of all,
and though he never complately reformed, he certainly made a great
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improvement. His friendship with Kit Erroll was one of the de—
cisive factors in this improvemgnt.

Schoolboys' Own Library No. 220, with its rather melodramatic
title which belies the real merit of the story, is a reprint of a
1917 serics from the Boys' Friend. Kit Erroll was brought to
Rookwood by Captain Drroll who was recegnised by Hornington's pro-
tege, 'Erbert, to be a notorious cracksman called Gentleman Jim.
liornington at once set himself the fask of ummasking Erroll. Few
would believe 'Irbert, but Mornington was wrong in judging Erroll
to be of the same calibre as Geutleman Jim. The climax to their
feud caime when Erroll was driven to blackmailing lornington to keep
himself from being exposed, whereupon liornington jeeringly remarked
that no decent felloy would have resorted to such a device:—

"Erroll had won the game, and in his hour of success
came doubt and hesitaetion.

Hornington's taunt had struck home. I% wes the son of
Gentleman Jim who had plaonned this defeat for Morningtons not
the frank honoureble schoolboy that Jimmy Silver belicved him
0 be.

Erroll lmoew it. lle knew that in driving Mornington
into this bargain he was giving up all that he had come to
Roolwood fory he was abandoning the path he had marked out
for himself — the path of honour. He would save himself
by becoming what Hornington had accused him of being."

Erroll released him from the bargain, but before lornington
had time to dencunce Erroll he was kidrapped by Gentleman Jim.
The story had still a long way to run, but it managed to reach the
heights early on, znd stay there to the end, when Erroll rescued
Mornington, thus establishing their friendship, and the genuine
_ Captain Frroll turned up to recognise Kit as his long lost son.
Probebly no other story in the Boys' Friend surpassed this
Tine tale, and few managed to equal it. To have maintained a
successful sequence of tales for eleven years in the miserable
five or six chapters allotted weekly to Rookwood in the Boys!
Priend is no mean achievement; to have contrived to write thorein
scries of the standard of the coming of Kit Frroll is nothing
short of remgrkable.
YCHUCKLES"! "CHUC/LES"! 3/— each offered for any issues of this

Comic, ~ Send at onco.  Cash by return. L. PACKMAN, 27 ARCHDALE
ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LOWDOH, 5.H.22
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_WHARTC‘N LODGE AND THE ENGLISH TRADITICH

By Basil Adam

Vhen as a schoolboy I first started reading the "Magnet", I
Just looked on it as a paper containing very readable school stories.
On reaching the age of fourteen I happened to see the film "The
Four Feathers™, and for the first time felt a surge of pride for
England and the English Tradition.

Also from that moment, I realised that the Greyfriars stories
were part of that gloricus English Tradition too. Especially this
was so after reading "The Taming of Harry Wharton" in the School—
boys Ovm Library series.

I have a vivid mental picture of the old osk panclled dining
room at Wharton lodge, and the tall soldierly Colonel Wharton
facing the defiant Harry before he is sent to Greyfriars. Thet is
why I hove the warmest regard for all the “holiday at Wharton Lodge™
series, especially the Easter holiday period, when n penceful gol—
den haze cppeared to hang over the Lodge, and the lovely Surrey
countryside.

I can link up this very English ntmosphere with Francis Brett
Toung's book "Jim Redleke", Galeworthy's "Forayte Saga", Jeffery
Farnols novels of Old England, the Sherlock Holmes stories, the
PoG. Wodehouse "Blandings Castle" stories and lest but not least
A.E.W. Masons "The Four Feathers'.

As long as we have these books and Frank Richards stories of
Wherton Lodge, the spirit of the English Tradition in all its many
facets will always be with us.

MAGHET TITLES (Cont'd)s 1320 Barred by His Form; 1321 The Boxing
Boak; 1322 The Kidnapped Master; 1323 The Worst Boy in the Schoolj;
— 1324 -fant Judy at Creyfriarss 1325 Bunterls Hundred Pound Boater;
1326 Billy Bunter's Hat Trick; 1327 The Shylock of Greyfriarsj

1328 Bunter the Ventrilogquist; 1329 The Bounder's CGood Turn;

1330 The Millionaire Detective; 1331 Micky the Sprat,

I Off 5/~ Each for any of the following Detective Library numbers
in good conditiop. 10/— for No. 1. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14, 15, 17, 19, 21, 24, 29, 31, 33, 35, LEONARD PACKIAN, 27 ARCH-
DALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LONDON, S.E.22.

* K ¥ K X X ¥




Dy JACK V00D, Wostaw, Stockion Lane, York,

This month, as perhape the colours of an all-too rapidly ap-
preaching autumn are tinting the richly-swooded Sussex countryside,
we resume our conducted tour of the St, Frank's district with a
wallk round the town of Helnford, where we made our first overnight
stope

UELMI"ORD is, Iike most Sussex towns, an unobtrusive sort of
place and, in feot, owes its position in St. Frank's lore more to
its being the outer bastion of the Franciscan citadel, so to speak,
than to any particular clarity with which the author has depicted
it.

then we first hear of it, the town lies in a hollow an indeter—
minate distance from the school, and is reached by a generally hilly
and winding road. It is so little used by the St. Frank’s boys
conpared with the bigger town of Bannington that its distance from
the school has never been computed, and the nearest-we-can-got—te——
it is by realising that Bob Christine, leader of the then College
House, created = record by scorching by cycle from Helmford to the
school in 59 minutes.

Later, Nippor & Co. made the round trip in one hour 29 minutes!

As the years passed, however, Mr, Brooks painted in the pie—
ture 2 little more clearly nnd we found that Helmford lies cbout
20 miles to the north-cast of St. Frank's and is quite a thriving
Place with its e trams, a rocecourse on the heath to the north of
the towm, early closing day on Vednesday ond market day on Seturday
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(later Market Day was reported to be Wednesday, so take your
choice!).

Helmford's was the big racecourse of the locality, so pre—
sumably there would be at least three meetings a year. On the bus
route to the etation from the outskirts lies the Greyhound Racing
Stadium, which is a blame of light and activity at night, while
only seven minutes' walk from the station in the High Street is the
Ring Pavilion, the converted Old Town Hall, where Mr. Wrench re-—
forees some of the biggest boxing tournaments in the country.
Helmford 5301 will enable you to book & seat!

Also in the High Street is a reasonably modern cinema, while
summer variely is coming to a c¢lose at the Winter Gardens. Soon
football will be in full swing and we shall be able to watech Helm—
ford United, the former 3rd Division Bannington Town who took the
place of the old Southern League amateurs, Helmford Athletic some
Yyoars agoe

From our headquarters at the Imperial Hotel, then, we have a
variety of entertainment offered to us in addition to pleasant
walks through the nerrow, winding streets bordered by the familiar
half-timbere’ houses and quaint Iittle shops of 2 typicel Sussex
Downland town.

Helnford, of course, is losing a little of its former old—
world charm in the face of modern advances, and among other things
the rattling old trams of yesteryear have given way to the green
and geld buses and Iuxury coaches of a country service. On the
outskirts, too, light industrial factories have developed with the
passing years.

The old oastle, which once dominated the town, has long dis—
appeared to make way for a new reservoir, but its stones, redolent
of the history of South Saxon England and the Norman conquerors

—are still o bo meenrim thewalls of St Franktse

The Post Office stands in the rambling High Street, while
further up, on the opposite side of the road, stends Simpson's
Grocery Stores. Nearby are the premises of the Scuthern Bank Lid,
and beyond the sign of the blue lamp are the divisionzl headquarter
of the Sussex police with Insp. Payne in charge and Sgt. Timson
his right—hand nan. Inspe Payne is a worthy successor to Insps
Kemball who was thore some years ago when Nelson Lee rescued Tormy
Vatson's Uncle Benjamin from crooks neer lMelhaven, a Iittle vil-
lago seme 3% miles north of Helmfard,
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However infrequently the boys of St. Frank's may visit Helm-
ford at other times, we may be fortunate enough to meet some of
them in toym if they are meeting Helmford College or Helmford Council
School on the sports field, or even if they are passing through to
Eazelhurst College, some miles farther on.

Edwy Searles Brooks did not introduce us to many Helmford nota—
bilities apart from Jevous and the College junior team, but we may
well come across Sir Cyril Fitzgibbon, Baronet, or his son, Clarence,
from Helmford Hall; Sir William and Lady Norton from Oskley Manor;
or even that very down-to-earth family from Dunkerley Lodge - the
Dowager Lady Dunkerley, Lord George and Lady Margaret and the Hons.
Claude and Ceeil - who proved their worth when the rancher Earl
of Edgemore and his son, Viscount (Skeets) Bellton first arrived in
the neighbourhood,

And now, having explored Helmford, we will set out on our
journey to Bannington, one—time Royalist stronghold, seat of a
bishop, the large town only three miles from St. Frank's.. See you
at The George Fotel in due course (Phone, Bamnington 688).

(Note — Ron Burrows of Leeds, draws my attention to two points
in my esrlier article. The Levig, he points out, lived in Maida
Vale, whereas I sald Fenchurch St. This, of course, is true and I
slipped up through misreading my orgss~ reference to what was pro—
sumably Hr. Levi's business address.

Secondly, ir. Burrows points out that HorBham was only on the
way from London when St. Frank's was in eastern Sussex, and not
after Mr. Brooks transforred the setting to westorn Sussex. Well,
1 prefor the first vorsion, so we wont by Horsham!).

EXCHANGE YOUR SURPLUS BOOYS FOR 'WANTS'. CENEROUS ALLOVANGES. LTINS
AVATLABLE, CASH CR EXCHANGE, INCLUDE: BULLSEVE, Complote Boimd 183
Issucs, BUMRFLY, Year 1914 Pound, MAGNELS, GEIS, most copics,

1532-194T, othors 1907 ommrd., STARTLERS, THRIILERS, MODERN BOY.
about 1930. S.0.L. all types. BOYS O PAVER 19081917 lonibly
Copies. Coloured Covers. VAIGUARDS, BOYS REALM FOOTBALL LIBRARYS.
BOYS MAGAZINE, PALS, ROCKET, YOUNG BRITALN 10N, SPORT AND
ZDVENTURE, ~ A11 Zarly 19207s,  GOMIC CUTS, SCRATS. NOCTOTS — SWAP-
SHOTS, CERLAND, LARKS, FHALTPIGOfY COLOUHED (OWTC, ALLY SLOFRRS,
PHOTO BITS, SKETCHY BITS, and other Comics, 1530—1914. Bound and
Loose, SCHOOLGIRLS VNS, (Horcove, CIiff House). 400 GOLDEN PENNY

1896-19 [ES OR N0, 1907-1918. 150 TITBITS 1903-T506. SUNTER,
COLDHAWE, ’_s;c:LL'.v'oTr, BOOKS, Half Publishers Prices. S.l.F. Enquiries
Please Setisfaction Guaranteed. T.LANBER 4 RTR RD. NORWIC H,
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POST BAG

HORE NEWS FROM FRAWK RICH/RDS

Rose Lawn, Kingsgate,

Broadstairs, Kent,

August 14th, 1954.
Dear Herbert Leckenby,

What an excellent article, “The Summer Term", in the C.D. this
time! It brought back many summers quite unlike the one we are
having now, when the rain it raineth every day, and ths stormy winds
do blow,

There is a spot of news: "Books for Fleasure, Lid.", arc to
republish the Tom Merry and Rookwood books in a cheap edition, at
2/— or 2/6. 1 like this idea very much; it is always good news
when ony price goes down. My “Lonme Texan" scems to have been held
up on the treil, for he has not materialised yet; oxpected next
month.  Anyhow, Bunter will put in his accustomed appearance in
September, in "Billy Bunter Docs His Best", and the anmuals will be
along about October. ind I have been lucky cnough to securc that
copy of Lucilius I have wanted so long; though so far the publish-
ers are not falling over one esnother to secure what I have to say
gbout him!

With kind regards,
Always yours sincerely,
FRANK RICEARDS.
R e e s

THAT VITAL QUESTION
17/8/54 Yulden Farm,
- Ecathfield, Sussex.
Tho Editor, The Collcctors' Digost.
Doar Sir,

The correspondenco on what should happen to our collections
whon wo dopart this mortel coil is of great inferest to us nll.

In our desire to save our beloved (and valuable) items from
falling into wrong hands, being disposed of at less than the current
market prices or destroyed through ignorance on the part of those
left behind, we must still bear in mind that the onus of responsi-
bility that some have suggested be put on the Editor of this paper
or the Chairman of the Cld Boys' Bock Club is no small one.
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There is the responsibiliiy not only of disposal but also of
giving satisfaction to the legatee. For example & certain number
of a paper which wos needed for a long time to complete = long run
finally to be bought for fifteen shillings from a non-recognised
dealer may fetch ninepence or = shilling when scld in a mixed lot
some years later to an honest dealer or to somebody whosc collection
is still in the early stoges. But the legatee might well ory:—
‘But I well remember when he got that one, he was as pleascd as
anything although ho told me he had to pay fifteen shillings for it.
knd now you've let it go for only onet!

My owm selution would be for three or four members of each
branch of the 0.B.B.C. to form a properly constituted and permanent
Board of Trustees to whom collectors could will their items for dis—
posal in the open market, In this way the collection would auto-
natically be sent (say) to thc Chairman by the next—of-kin and he
would straight away convence the Board of Trustees. The se would
take over the collection, contact approved dealers or known fellow
collectors and so dispose of the collection at the best possible
prices. They would then prepare a proper statement of accounts,
deduct 5% or 10% for their trouble and expenses and remit the ac—
count and the balance to the next-of-kin.

Adequate temporary storage accommodation, like the Board of
Trustees, would always have to be available in case of sudden need
which duty would I suppose evolve on the Honorary Secretary of the
Iocal Club Branch.

A point now arises as to whether or not we should catalogue
every item Leld and whether or not note should be taken of rare
items purchased at certain dates for high prices. Personally I
am against this as prices vary and fluctuate so from year to year,
and what a Nelson Lee fan might give a pound for would not drag
sixpence from my pocket at any time.

There are many other aspects of this problem but as we are as
yet only at the discussion stage, they can wait awhile., For example
collectors not in membership of any 0.B.B.C. branch would not of
course be aple to let their next—of-kin enjoy the benefits of such
a service,

Yours sincerely,
HARRY HOMER.

~=00000~-~
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HANDS ACROSS THE SEA

20 Romar Crescent, Toronto, 10,
Ontario, Canada.

August 20th, 1954.

Dear Editor,

On looking back through my letter files, I note with amaze-—
ment that ten months have passed since I first wrote to you asking
where I could obtain copies of O.B.Be.

Since then my cellection has grown from 65 Nelson Lee Librarys
end 18 Magnets to 425 Nelson Lees, 138 Gems, 150 Magnets, 50 S.0.L.
and 4 Holiday innuals. In addition I correspond regularly with
some thirty collectors in Canada, England, Ireland and U.S.A. and
among them are three of the five sddresses you sent me in that first
letter. And, incidentally, my deughter Berenice and I are members
of the 0,B.B.C. and have compiled quite & colliection of Collectors!
Digest and Story Paper Collector's.

But my appetite for meeting fresh friends is endless and if
you can, through the medium of C,D, or the 0,B.B.C., put me in
touch with others interested in exchanging letters and views I
should be grateful.

With kind regards,
Very sincerely,
BERWARD THORNE.
* * ¥ X K ¥ *

AVATLABLE: Magneis, 1917-22, 150 copies; also 1923-5, 1933—40.

Gems, 1917-22, 100 copies, 193’6-40, 150 copies. lMorvols, 1916-21,
75 copies. Populars, 1919-23, 60 copics, Felson Lees, 1924-33, 500
copies. S.0.L's.: Union Jacks, early double numbers; Sexton Blake

Libs., 2nd and 3rd scrics; Doys Fricnds; Doys Realms; Young D¥i—
tains; Boys Megazines; Rovers; Adventures; Giantland; originel
Robin Hood Libs.; Dick Turpin Libs.; Claude Duval Libs,; Honster
Libs, No. 19, etc., etc. All books as stated. lMoney rofunded
if not geatisfied, S.A.E. pleasc. lst and 2nd series Scxton
Blake Libse. 1915-35 wanted; also Nelson Lees, ld. 1515-18. Good
price paid. RONALD ROUSE, 3 ST. LEONARD'S TERRACE, GAS HILL,
NCRWICH, NORFOLK.
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OLD BOYS' BAK CLUB

LONDON SECTION : The August Vaction meeting was held at Blackheath
with Ron and Harea Deacon being the hosta, 4 small, but highly
efficient gathering managed to dispose of three very intellectual
quiz competitions, after the ordinary business of the agenda had
been disposed of, Dob Blythe had prepared his "Bob Cherry's Bar-
ring Out" quiz and Roger Jenkins and Len Packman made shert work of
it by both coming first., That mind of information Bill Lofts came
third and not to be outdone he won the Triple Deadheat quiz from
Roger Jenkins, Bob and Ben Vhiter. Host Ron Deacon then conducted
his quiz and the hard guestions were successfully answered by Bob
Vhiter and Len Packmen with Roger Jenkins filling third place. After
this quiz Ron gave his impromptu talk, chief subject was the grest
enjoyment that he derived from the science fiotion stories in the
old boys' books.

The hamilion library makes steady progress and a presentation
of Gems and Populars by liss Evelyn B, Flinders was greatly appreo—
iated,

Annual trip to the St. Frank's and St. Jim's country takes
place on Sunday, Scptomber 19th. Meet at Victoriaz Station under
Big clock, Brighton side, not later than 9.45 a.m. Hests Bill and
Gladys Jnrd:i.nc, 52 Kipling Avenue, Woodingdoan.

Finally o good get together and the usual talks core going home
on this perfect summer cvening.

UNCLE BEIJAMIN.
FAHHHH KN RN
ITCRTHERIT SECTICH MCETING, 239 HYDE FPAR. ROAD, AUGUST 14th, 1954.
Tue to the holideys there wes only = small attendance; our

chairmen was touring the "Hamilton country", our scoretary had gone

to France, Vera fo London, to namo only three, Howewer, Gerry
Allison was with us so wo did not want for a programme.

Usually, when I act as cheirman I have the pleasure of wel-—
coming someone; on the occasion unhappily I had the sad duty of
referring to the death of Jack Munro which had ocourred since our
last meeting. I mentioned that it was the second death in our
short history, I expressed a hope that it would be e long time
before another had to be reporied.

After the usual busincss, we got down to a fifteen question
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Quiz set by Jack Morgan, of the ligrseyside Club. Gosh! to say the
least some of them were wery oriptic and subtle, yet, when we learn-
ed the answers, quite fair, Seven correct was as neer as anyone
got.

After refreshments, Gerry read an amsing extract from the
Magnet Crum series and Jack Wood followed with an example of E.S.
Brooks humour in telling of "The Coming of Archie". Both were
much enjoyed.

Gerry also gave details of the programme arranged for several
months to oome. The programme is to be printed and sent out o
members. So attrective is it that I think we are assured of some
large attendancos with the coming of the longer nights.

Noxt Meeting - Septomber 11lth.

H. LECKENBY,
Northern Scction Corrcspondent.

—00 000

MERSEYSIDE SECTICN, 8th AUGUST, 1954: Ve wore very pleased to see

quite a large attondance at this mecting, as this was "Quiz Night",
and e fair number of members were nccessary to cnsure the success
of the evening's entertainment. We were pleased to sco Mr. Horton
agein; we have missed him over the post few months, due to his
anforced absence.

The Choirman and Secrctary quickly disposed of the official
business, in order that we could procced to the "quizzos", eto.,
without delay, and we were soon indulging in the intricacics of a
questionnaire deviscd by Frank Unwin - though, as far as some of us
were concerncd "quostionnaire" is g kindly term. However, it wes
not too difficult, and tho result was o win for Mr. Laffey, with
Y¥r, Windsor and Mr. Prognel sccond and third. Then ceme a game

between two toams led by Mr. Umwin and Mr. Pragnell; this was sub-
mittod by Mr. Windsor, who, with Mrs. Webster, esctod as judges.
"Keywords", as it may be called, was adaptcd from = game popular on
the radio e fow years ago, and ell presont wore morc or less fami-
licr with the rules, which includcs on oxtemporo telk by cach con-—
testant on a subject drawn from a hat. Therc werc many obstaclos
to bo avoided by the spockers (hositency, "of the subjoot", otc.),
and tho grestest hilarity was caused at the efforts of the “victim"
to talk knowingly on subjocts of which ho know littlo, whilst try-
ing not %o lot his side dowm, (I* mpy be romarked, in passing,
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that Mr. Switzer made a most singular and original contribution,
but that is another story!). lMr. Pragnell's team woen, but points
were of little consequence in view of the immense enjoyment afford-
ed to all participating, and we intend to have a repeat at the
earliest opportunity.
The meeting closed at 10,15 p.m. with the library busineass.
Next meeting, 12th September.

F. CASE,
Hon. Secretary.

NOTE: As the Yidland Club meeting was held later in the month,
report has to be held over,

WANTED: Nelson Lees First New Series, Various lumbers 1 — 85.
Also 150 ~ 151 Second New Series, Please state condition, price
and serial numbers awvailable. Seme Nelson Lees for exchange.
HORMAN TRAGNELL, 33 BRAE ST. LIVERPCOL, T. LANCS,

5/- each offercd for the following in good eondition — GEMS 582, -

586. MAGNETS 739, 7195, 1003, 1004, 1011, 1013, 1015, 1024, 1027, :
1028, 1034, 1047, 1114, 1142, 1154, 1177, 1215, 1223. ROGER .
JENKINS, '"THS FIRSY, BASTERN ROAD, EAVANT, HANTS,

BLAKTANA SAFE: There's been a fine response for Blakiana articles.
The two this month for instance from Eric Fayne and James ¥. Cook
are just the goods, provocative and forthright, For instence,
whilst I was checking the proofs, I thought Jim Cock had scored a
point when he said Pedro was rather out of date, then at that mom-
ent the wireless announced that bloodhounds were being used to tmce
some escaped prisopers! And it was a real eye-opener when he said
that Anthony Parsons told him he had never heard of the Union Jack,
the paper which was looked upon as Sexton Blake's own for nearly 30

v o s quite believable for
there have been Blake authors who were not born when some of the
stories were written. And baving just written that I've just
spotted this in the "Jester & Vonder", March 4th, 1905, Announcing
the start of "Sexton Blake, or, the Clique of Death" the following
week, the Editor said:

"Sexton Blake woe the first and greatest detective whose adven—
tures appoared in any story paper. gny of theso stories, ordin-
ary detective tales with Scxton Blake given as the hero. Our new
scrial will be a genuine record of this Kj.ng of Detectives," Now
%gt %Eslﬂhe me, y_that, Irgoyflqr, seeing Blake only appeared in

guart TADETS.

YORX DUPLICATTHG SERVICES, T THE SHAMBLES, YORK, ENGLAND."Tel.3898




