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J rom the [ditor's C?hair 
BORED"? l!Oi' LIKELY! On· the eve of my ret ir ement , one of my of -
fice colleaeues ea.id t o me 1 "tlh)'" an ene r ge ti c bloke l ike you will 
be bored atiff - you ' ll go downhil l quiok." Well , I'll admi t I 
hnd been having a fe,r qual.llls myself. But so far my colle a gues and 
my fears have been unfounded and here 's one very good r eason . 

Since I wrote roy la st cha t , Jim Shephered ha s be en over fr om 
Sheffield for a day , Then followed Bill Loft s for a week-<md. 
Short:l y afterwards Gerry All is on and I bad an afternoon togethe r I 
and t he following day Tom Sinclair from t he same oi ty of Leeds 
paid me a surprise vi sit . Thr ee more days passed , then came Frank 
Caac all the v,ey from Liverpool to epe nd an hour or so. 

If this keeps up I shal l be going uphill, not down, for ~ 
lieve mo, it m3k:os me eey 11Ai...'1t life grlllld ." 

!10llE AB~ THE • AllllUAL •: So f!ll' as preparntion is concerned, all 
goe s sp l endidl1, for aevernl ar ti cles arc roedy fo r ' running off '. 
I have sorethiJle to sey nbout Eric Feyne • s contr i bution in "Homil­
toniMa" ~'1d s ince I Inst ,·r.rot e , Jack Wood' s great ,i.rtic l e on !Jelaon 
Lee has come along. !Tot onl y 17111 this :,ppeal to St . Frank • a fons 
but nlso I wnrrnnt to those who kner.r tho dotecti ve of Groys Inn 
ilond "" 1.!,mvell Scott told of him, fo r Jnck starts r.i tho very be -
ginn i ng . A very thorough j ob he hns mado of it , t hero • s ver y 
little , if nn)'"thing, he has miesod. 

'i'hon thcro 's "Tho Cricket Tost" n story in vorse of a groat 
eaoe be tween Greyfri a:rs and St . Franks b7 Bi ll Jard in e . This 1• 
a perfect example of the amazing devo ti on sharn by some of our 
aembers t017ards the hobby . The verse s are very c l ever , but apart 
from that i t is all so beautifully- typed a.nd pr e sented tha t I oni, 
wish I could pass i t round to evor:yone of you jµs t to show the 
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troubl e some of our fellows will go to wi tbout a.ny tbougbt of gain. 
I sball bavs more t o tell next month. Orde rs are sti 11 lagging 
behind laet year . Thie is mainly due to the holidays I t hink, for 
despit e the weather , more of" you havo be en awcy than ever, i! my 
mail is any-thing to go by. llol7ever , not1 that the nights are drat1 -
ing in no doubt we shall catch up. The sooner I have an idea how 
many oopiee t.o or der 'the sooner tho machine will get running . J.nd 
we mu.et have eome adYSrts. too . 

**MII JUIIIIIOIMIINM . 11 

.ANTICIPATION: Shortl;T after these lines appear in print, I hope 
to be in London once more to meet once again old friend.a and I 
trust eome I know ae pen-friends, but whom I erui.11 be meeting fo r 
tbe first time. I am loo kin g forward t o an eighteen hour dq. 

Yours 8ince:rel.y, 

HERBIBT LECKENllY • 
·~~~~~~--~~~~ 

THE I AN11JAL I BALLOT 
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by VI. T. ri•l!URllOJ:I 
"IN PI.AM J.!EtJO!UAM l'i. T. H.T.• 

One of r:sy earlies t memories is of the old fashi oned gas l amps 
outside a small ne?1eagente eho_p and the yellow covered "Di.ck Tur­
pins" and (possib ly also) "Robin Hoods" on the rac k s outside the 
door. H°'' lon g ago I cannot now say. 
·~-~ ~~ki ng back , my homo, whon I was a small boy, mu.st have been 
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O tr easure tro ve t fort f or qui te a number of ye ars, my l ate father, 
who died while I ilas composing this article , t ook th e Union Jack 
regularly , all the fir st series of Aldine ''Robin Hoods", t he earl,Y 
Aldine "Dick Turpi.ru111

, and the "Marvel". Perhaps the saddest 
t hought is of those 0 Robin Hood.a« - alone of the maaa ot pape.l's 
t hey su.rvi ved practical ly a complete :rm,. of the first s eries until 
early in the la.st war they wer e given srtaJ. My father, as a. boy 
of t en, in London, ha d purc hased very re gulo.rly th e old "Boys of 
t he Empire" and as a small boy I he.d a wonderful tir.i.'9 \f'i. th th ese. 
Alas t hat the vicissitudes and hard wear of youth caus ed t he dis­
int egration of all this tr ea sure. Later memorie s crowd in of 
cornice, Puck end the Rainbow particularly, but odd numbers of moat 
of the ot hers, of "Plu ck" in 1912-13 l7i th the Reginald Wray "Dick 
Bri tt ain 11 ael' iea, 31ld many othe rs. As Clark ilook. wa.s so f ond of 
quot in g : 

110f ell sad words of toneue ru1d pen, 
~e Saddest are t hese, it might have bee n. u 

If onl y I had pr ese rved these , or t he early Populars, or t he firs t 
ser i es of "Greyi'riar s Hcr&l.ds'1, and oth e rs. I oollooted Chuckl es 
pre tty r egul ar ly froo 1916 t o 19!8 when that grand se ri al "Adven­
tur e Islandu was running in them. But probably my most ser io us 
collection was "~ Scout" , I t ook this regular ly from 1913 to 
1915, and again from 1917 until 1924 or 1925 . l'lhen I became e 
scoutmas t er ill 1926, I gave most of these away t o boy s in rl1lf t roop. 
11If youth but knew!" I think f ro:n very earl y tiir.es 11Jack, Sam 
and Pete 11 were a:nong r:y favourite cbo.ra.cters, and when I started 
work in 1917 , until the "l.!a.rvel" finally ceased publication , I t ook 
t hio , titer 1925 I bogan to concentrate more on ser ious reading, 
alld wha t remnan ts of t he old papers I bad ret aine d were cleared 
away save for t he last few ye ars run of the ''Ma.rvel II and a f ff J . s. 
& P. B. F,L, 4dB, 

For many years I hoped sometime to oome across a run of early 
11I.k>..rvels 11

, but nothin g ever came my wq W1til at la.st a. ffIW years 
aao "Boys wi ll be Boys 0 appeared . From this I learn ed th at others 
share d r:,;r interests, and the.t my da;/dre"148 might becon:e realised , 
A lett er to the auth or brought 11 oourteow, and helpful reply and 
sent me off on t he track of 11Dig eat 11 and 11}J.ieoellany 11• Need.leas 
to sa3 1:r, Leakenby be came at Qnoe guide, philos pher and fri end to 
a neiT member of the fr atern it ~,... I t was Mr. Dick Whorwell who 
~~cured me my firs: "Harv&ls·• ~'1.d at once I was ~~ ched on rrr:, ~· 
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Age.in , needless to say , I at once found many he l p ful f'r iends in t ho 
hobb y - pl\l't ic ularly perh,q,s I Dhould mention the la. ta ever-he lp ­
f'Ul John l!edcraft, wh o was not only .,. helpful sour c e of suppl y :but 
al so a min e of information on ru.l fac ots of Ol d Boys ' Papers . 

I ha ve found fr ie nds and correspo ndents not on ly in Englan d, 
bu t t o date also in Spoin , U.S . A., Canada, Australia M d South 
Af'rica . I hc.w learn ed a great de al a.bout various boys ' pape rs; 
not only the 11Jaok, Sea nnd Pet e" s to ri e s whi ch nr o m::1 Ol=lll lino, 
but also quite a number of int er esting byrra,ys. M.nny more pc p ers 
have passe d through m,y hand s than I have retained. As I get o ld er 
I find the pass i on to accumulate possessions in large numbers ha s 
wan ed, and my object is t o kee p on ly some ff1W i t ems that make a 
special appeal to me; but side by s ide with t h is I find gr eat 
pl easure in tracking down various interests of the pas t - fo r ex­
ample, many ye ars ago I read vari ous parts of a s er io.l by Al.eo G. 
Pearson "City of Fl ame" in tho "Gem11

, but missed the end . I t wa.s 
a grea t delight to re ad re cen tly th o story in B. i' . L. No. 316 - but 
ha ving re ad i t I did not desire t o retain it in my coll oction and 
p assed it on to a friend. 

And so to my actua.l collection . This is in two parts . The 
first c onsists of some ea.:rly numbers of "The Scou.t 11 t oollect ed re­
cently as part of my int eres t in tha t Movement and in its early 
hist ory ; two rat her batt ered vol umes of 1909 and 19 10 , an d some 
eizt y l oose numbers f'ro111 1913 to 1915 . The seco nd and more 
"h obby-'' part at present con.sist s mainly of "Jc!a.rvels", with a :few 
"Populars" and "Union Jack e 11

• The latter are all 11Lobe.ngu11 t n.les -
most alas in ver y poor oondi tion, includin g c.. t r easured relic f'rom 
my you th of No. 206 "Sext on Blake , V/hal o:r11 , prese rv'ed :t.rom my f t.',­

t her•s puro hP.ees, and No. 504 " The Long Tre.il" of Juno , 1913 . Thia 
l as t I can stil l_ r eoa ll puri:haai.llg..m,<aell ,_<lll- a.=ada.,< &-aehcol 
half holiday , an d I still trea sure that ta t t ere d copy that has sur­
vived the adventures of over 40 years . The onos I ha ve arc 171, 
181, 206, 404, 504 , 592 , 672, 696, 752 , 795 , 851, 866 . It is 
per haps a ourious exaople of nostalgia the. t amon g my Populars I 
have a few of t he very early numbers containing repri nts of wh ich 
I have aloe posse s sed earl y l d i!e.r vels containing the same sto r,y -
but I have chooen to r etnin the Popul ar rat her thnn the early Marvel 
! belie ve t he ~ early Popul ar r eprints gai ned by the oompreos -
1on and by J .A. Cumnings ' ill ust r ations and wer e ao tual ly improve­
ments on the Marvel o riginals. Of t he r epri nts i,n th o Popular 
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from th • llalfpe.,,,..- l.larvel uhi oh comprised P. P. Jros. 30 to 50 I 
have 16. Of Marvels t hemselves, the backbone of my ooll eo "' ... :.0:1, 
have c oncen tr ated mainly on t hos e bef ore Ho. 300, especially t hose 
aot in the Wil ds (fo r ,7bich la tte r r eason I haV9 avoided the two 
"tour s of Britain") . Apart from odd numbers which haV9 a special 
appeal, my main eff orts have be·en t o get as oomplete runs as pos­
s ib le of t he "lkllloo n Serios 113 - 151," "'The Stem l1an 231 - 251" 
and t he "Haw Old Hoss " Aeropl ane and Ir a the 111zron Chief series 
273 - 283. In none of the se havu I so f ar aohi cvod complete euc­
cess : I supp ose I have about 100 Marvels al to gethe r . I hopo 
some time t o writo up both the Ballo on and Stcom t.lan series, th en 
to c'..lt do,·m my collec ti on again only to tho cre am of t he talcs . 

Vlb.lt aro my daydream s at presen t: woll , first to complete my 
runs of thG 1k.rvols r e fe rred t o above. Then to got a !ow moro 
"Lobangu" tales . Then I woul d like to get a run of Plucks for 
1912-13 t1ith the "Dick Britta.in" seri e s. And I want a few more 
n. F. L. 3tls. - pa!'ticu larly 117, 118, with the John Tregellio 
11.Dritain at Bay'' tales , and fi nall y a t itle t hat has always hatmt­
ed me since I saw i t first in an advert isement of my you t h, alas 
~ year or two dt or publicntion. B. F . L. 222 "ThrcUi,h Trackless 
Tibetu - \"that picture s tha.t ti tle oon jur es up. 

And uhnt menx,rie s t his art ic le i-ee:alls - the firs t Union Jec k 
I ever read, o Lobangu tale , ~'The Flying Cohmm" - does 8.llYOne nw 
r ecall the cover wit h i ts pictur e o! z.ilu nerrio r e ; the first 
Aldin e "Robin Hood" I e.ver read , No. 201 "The. Branded Arrorr11 

- and 
r.hat a rush of Union Jack tit l es: "Sexton Blake, 'furrit orinl 
Lur.,berman", in the floods, tnl<ing per t in Pogeants, <1 very good 
Xmat:1 tal e "T:'lo· Coeter 1 a Christma s", and a ta.lo t hnt g~ve me, as a 
very small boy , a nightmare, .1bout Plagu e in Chi. ~.1. 

--------J 'urhaps- '"tts dioto3' ce lend8----enehen-~a----¥i-l!...bu -~lw.t -- -j 

~n:!an tin g vi w it is. ~= = ==•== === ====== == 

\IAHTED - YOUJ!C FOLKS TALES - W. HALL, 46 WALDER ROAD, HAMMO!ID­
'IILLE, LIVERPOOL, N, S, 11., AUSTRALU, is an:nous to o btclin any <>r 
nll . Will exchange Mo.gnats, Goms, Nelson Loco, s. o. L•s , or Pa.Y 
r cv.sonnblc pri ce . ALSO WANTED COMICS. All l e tters anSll'erod . 
Cori•ospondonco '"ol comed "ith O. B.:11. Collootor s any17horo. 
CEUCKLES! CHUC!a.ES; ii - ~;~;; ~ff~-;.;;;,. f~; ~ i;;;~~ ;i-tu; ~o. 
LEOIIARD PACKHAll, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST JXJLWICH, LONJ,ON, S. E.22 . 
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8 LAKIA NA 
Conduc t ed by Josop hino Paclanon 

27 Archdale Road, East Dulm.ch , London , S. E. 22 . 

By t he timo thi s i s sue of our megazino is in your bands, tho 
Bl ake Circlo Quiz ent ri es will have been obec kc d. Tho full ro ­
sul t will be publi she d next mont h , t he winners of course being 
notified be f orehan d. 

The good friend who sent me the Spanish Sext on Bl ake has 
'done it again'. This time ho has sent me a ooup le of i ssu es of 
a Swedish Weekly, f eaturing SeJ:t on Blake in pictu r e--atory form . 
The paper - "Lekt yr " - is a St ockho lm publ ica tion , the I!lBke s to ry 
be ing entitled ' Sext on Blake an d the Motor Cycle Hyst er,-•. Ylell 
drawn and in col<Jln-, Tink er play s a lea ding par t in r.'hat appears 
t o be a vecy excitin g picture -yam. The popularity of •our Blake' 
abroad is very pat ent , an d I am now wondering what th e next lan­
guage wi ll be in whic h -the f,mious detec t ive ' s exp lo its are re co rd ­
ed! 

As promised, thi s issue contains the controversi al ar t icle on 
Anthony Parsons. I invite your co=ents, for pu blication in 
Blakiana . 

Strangly enou gh, I re cently re ceived a letter from Erio 
Fayne in whioh, amongst ot her things, he ment ions Pedro. Ylith 
Erio FSJlle' s permissi on I am re producing t he l et t er exactJ.¥ aa re­
ceived. ~e some of you would lik e to r eply to Mr. Fayne, 
thr ough the medium of Blakiana . 

It is regretted that Gerr:,- Al liaon is un able to continue hia 
S. B. L. r enews as a regular feature, b'-lt I am plea sed to SEJJ be 
has lcindl:,- givon up a li t tle of his limited f free' time for the 
current i saua-ralti..rR"- ---------------------

Next month 's Blaldana wi ll contain, MJongst other itema, an 
interesting article by Herbert Leckenb :,-. 

Finally, I am sure you will be ple es ed to hear t ha t our good 
fr iend Bob "'111 ter has promised to do a cover de sf€n fo r lhe 
•Di gest•, depi cting Sexton .Blake , Tinker ~J!.· 

JOSIE PACKl!AN. 

* * * * * 
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The Jlodern School, 
Surbition . 

Dear Josio, 
I was .tascino.ted with the a.rtiolo on Pedro, but I was r r.ther 

startled that th e writer should allege that the ol d dog • 8 heyda,y 
was past ear ly in the 11twenties 11

• 

Pedro played a sub s tantial part in almost every- story- by 
Pierre Quiroule, and thio 11ri ter ' s work was appearing regularly 
until af'tcr the outbreak of '7sr . 

I arn rathor at •- loss to understand why it is that Pi•=• 
Quiroule sooms to be so nogleotod in Dlakiana , while constant ro­
f oronco is made to ot har authors \7hose uork, in my hmnbla opinio n, 
r,ae vastly inferiox . For ID3 7 at lea.st , thoro "twas no othe r w:ritor 
of Sexton lllako stories nho remotely reac hod th o high lovol of tho 
Pi err o Quiroulo tales. I ca.n read and re - read such masterpieces 
as "The llystcry- Box" ( the finest Blake story of all time , · in my 
view ) , '1The Living Shad.CN/11, 

11Tho Turkish Agreement" , "The Six 
Blac k Dots 11

, "The Lli.ssing W:vo;y11 and many others, but I should 
have to be paid before I could dig,)st the work of oome writers who 
ore so hiehly praised in Blakiana. 

The neglect of Pie= Qui.rOulo by Blakiana contributors is a 
mystery, for the so s t ories contained everything that t1e uaually 
o.gree aontributed to t he p, rfect Blalco s t ory . We saw Blake him­
self , r1el1 -ed ucated, of vost hu,;,an sympathy , with high medical 
qualifications; Tinker as n lo-.able and youthful assistant , s et­
tin g just the l'ight note ; Mrs ,. Bardell, '7bimeica1 , comfortable 
and homely; Pedro, supreme old dog, ready to bring his sagacioua 
nose into play at frequent · intervals; the Baker Street chambers, 
correct to t he lnst detail, always the me.in background ; Dr. Baily, 
dry old llro,l ey Streot practitioner, as belie vable as Blake and 
Tin!rer tbemseJ:v:e.s.;...-..G~J1Jl.i.e,--iw.ver intP04uo&d tg9 ; e ten t:a 
tiouely, but aupplying 11 geruine Sooret Service n,.vour; tho plots, 
skilfu lly · worked out and buildin g up to a thrillin g olimax; the 
geogrc.phy , .~uthentic r.nd intriguing; the stories, fn eoin at i ng, 
humouroua, sometimes even macabre, but al ways feasible reo.ding. 

Pie rre Quiroule lifted the Sexton Blake s tory hi gh above the 
errand -boy class of literature into which oome S. B. L•a fell . He 
wa.s a maet er of descri ptive l7I."i tingt and hi11l a oomme.nd of exce ll en t 
English . 

Yet our Blakiana e:,:perts pass him by , whil e they wax enthusi-
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asti c over tho far inf e r i or wor k o f - well , many of t ho o ther s . 
I t beats me . 

Yours si Mere l y, 

ERIC FATilE. 
- - ---000..0---

ANTHONY PARSONS 

by-
,Tamea VI. Cook . 

I so enj oy-ad t he two r ecent Sexton Blake y-ar ru, by the cbov a 
auth or t hat I dec i ded t o writ e o.nd th ank him , bc c euso , as far as I 
can judce, th o o ld S.B. L. i s f ast becoming n 't70man1 s nove l et te . 
Pars on s to , I think , th o only author who ;,ctua lly give s u,, t he o ld 
Sert on Bl clce a s rre used t o kno11 h im, and you co.n w.gine my surpris e 
,vhen he uro t 0 and t old me he ho.dn1t "oven hon.rd of the ge ntlo me.n11 
un t il the edi to r aske d him to write a Bl.aka s t or y , in 1935 or ' 36 . 
Sin ce tben he ha s gone on writing them . Prior t o that, he =t e 
f or t he STRAND, ROYAL, WIDE WORLD, BLAOCT\"COD• S , NASH• S etc . , an d 
also, t or women• e magnzines, s t or i es and seriP.l e \7hich he sti ll 
doe s und er a doze n diff ere n t n,,.,., s. Oddly- en ough, ho nevor r ead 
boy-s I sto ri e s an d never bought boys I pape rs! 

l!e littl e knew whe n, as a boy-, he rend Rid er !laggard he was 
dest ined to spe nd f ive ye ars of his lif e ro 11r.1ing round Ce,1tr "1 
Afri c a in t he a teps of tha t fao ous author , ai,u sing hi=lself shoo ting 
ele phants fo r a li vi ng . And whe n ho re nd Mari e Core ll i on.l Llsud 
Diver , he li ttl e kn ew t hat as on offi ce r of t he 98 t h Regiment, and 
l a t e r as a pil ot of t ho R. F. C. and R. A.F . he was fat ed to epe nd 
t en ye ar s of his lif e :narch ing a.nd flyini; ove r that Bllllle llor th ~ est 
Fr ontie r of Indi a . !la€g ard • u "Sho" M d "Ayesha " Antho ny sicpl.y 
lapped up qaio never dreaming that the time would come whon he 
abo uld spe nd t hree years in Cairo, and ro= around omid tho ruins 
o f Upper F@ypt . 

Yoe , he toll s me I ho l oved a ll t hose parts . They were a l -
r eady a li ve to him, from t be en oie n t Nile to tbe Ind us, from Pes ha-
war to Damascus en d Samar kan d. Tbe y were groa t days to him. 
Ar abia , Perei a , Kashmir - be 11.e d in t hem and lov od them , Dese rts 
an d a ll! 

But do you know • neve r kn ew tbe IDl!Ol1 JACK. llo so.ya he di d 
some st ori e e and aerials fo r tho o l d THRILLER Md DETECTIVE m:E!(LY 
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unt il the war killed thCID - and for a time he wrote aerials for the 
J;ODERJI BOY. 

I hnd to smilo at his reply t.o my quor;r nbout Shepheard I s 
Hotel. This ,vo.s Blake •e favourite etoppine plr.co, and I :,.sked 
A.P. where Blake was goin g to stay rrhen he 11ns h Cairo e.s Sheph­
eard • s !ind been burnt down. He so.id tho edito r of tho S. B. L. 
dropped him n lino, asking him what he. was going to do wit hout it! 

Incidentally, lbc. Parsons lived at Shephe ard I s Eotel for 
eighteen months . Now he has transferred his custom to the Conti -
nental or the Souira.inis . 

Ile then goos on to say somethin g which might be somewhat 
cont:roTersial, for he sn.ys both he and the od.i t or a.ro under the 
impression ho must have t?ri tten moro "Blakes" th~ any other- WTi ter. 
Re opines that he must be nearing his century by now. Anybody 
obje ct to this statement? No doubt some o f t he ol d authors did more 
than that for the UNIOi! JACK, but Parso ns is referrL'lg t o t he E!!:­
sent S.B.L . 
-- Speaking of the U.J ., I was told of an observation made by a 
man who v,as on the old Ul!IOI! JACK, that if only the paper had shut 
dovm on nll those old charc.eters and kept u:p-to-date with new 
chn.ra.ctcrs ancl ne\"; stories, it would have been al i ve to day. 

Tba.t • s where Anthony Parsons scores with his yarns - they are 
bang up- t o-dat e , topical, and " i th Bl ake as we knew hira. Sort of 
setisfactory to both sides . 

;Jut i n some of the revievrs of curr ent Sexton Bl ake stories re­
cently in Blakiana , I ca.'lnot agree that we should have Pedro in -
cluded . After all, 'Blakes • are not l"lri.tten as museum pieces fo:r 
the. benofi t of the aoall band of ent husiasts t1ho bn.V'e collecte d 
Blake from the yeo:r dot . Thc.t fact nlono invr..l i dnt e s the ori tic-
isr.;s and sugge sti ons nhioh fron t ime to til!le appear, dire cted toward 

These • oldste rs' want to keep Elake as he was at the beginning 
Tinker and the rest "ith hil!l. '!'be~ rrant Bli>ko to speak as he did, 
act as be did, and proceed upon hi s investigations exactl y as he 
did fifty years ago. 

The odito r 1 s foresi ght is r esponsible for the S.B ·.L. bein g in 
circulation today . 

It 1s no good, you knoTT, JOU have to see their point of view. 
T'nere never was arry sentiment in busi ness, and the Se.zton Bl&Ce 
Libl'a.:ry .!! a busine s s. 
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It would be quite absurd to try and sell suc h stuff ao the 

v ery old ' Blak es • "'er e made of - ex ce p t, of co urse, to a handful 
of 1 oldsters 1 wall owing in their own nostalg ia. AB uell offe r a 
1905 car t o a man -riho uants a 1954 model! 

Dear old Pedr o has gone into t he limbo of alI out--of--dete 
to o l s , e~ it \'./as inevit able that he should . 

He \7 ?.B usefu.l in his de.y, but his day has gone . 1:oc, ue u.ae 
tl\7alki.e- TnD::ie 11 or f~st ' planes end the l cborn.tory - or n oul d. s ome 
of us still prefe r BlM e t o go about his bus iness in 3. Jfo.nsom ca.b? 

But it io n tend er thine this nostul g ia longing for ol d dey s 
and scenes . The c.uthors conunis~io ned to r1Tite tales of Blake 
end Tinke r must, of neces s ity , do s o on the po licy le.id dom,. by the 
A. Press. So r e ally, it is no use decryin g t hes e present dq 
stor ie s beco.uso they do not co.nnect wi. th th e old yarns - rathe r 
l e t us be thankful t bo.t Sexton Bl.llke still lives on . 

To me the old 1 S.].' is stil l tbere in Anthony Parsons ' stories 
minus Pedro, of couxse . 

Since be began - in 1,35 or 136 - to write ebout Bln.<-e, he 
hes made a good job of r ecaptu r ing a lost thrill . 

The cons t ant b attle of wits between Blake and Venner make, I 
t h ink, that old time reading we rnis s so much. 

Good l uck, Anthony Parsons, and more Sexton Blake yarns please . 
I must "6Te o oommerciall:, with the policy of FJ.eet\Vey House, 

bu t in m:, heart of hearts I am sti ll an ' old st er•. 

THE SElCTOll BLAKE LIBRARY. 

No. 317. "The Cri.rne at 3 a. c. 11 

,l.UGUST ISSt:BS . 

b,r Rueb Cleve ly. 

A very readeble tale of murder and swindling in London. I 
q~~yed--H~gh-filt,k-emed x, .t her off~oaz. Ho" 
of ten do ii& hear of him bein _g ' tired ' , 'worried', 'ill-t e:.1pered ', 
' unf ri endly • ? 

But J.lrs. Barde ll is marvellous for her age . When lll al<• 
having been out all night, arrived in Baker Stre et at 6 a..m., 
br ingin g with him Inspect or Ive r son of til e Yard tho old (;i rl heard 
him corae, and had c o ffee ready in a j iffy. 

11Anywe.y, you 'v e been to bed 0
, said Blake , "which is more than 

I bo.ve" . l!e broke of f no Mrs . Bnrdoll came in with " pot ful l o r 
cof'fee .. and OU.Pa, and protested: ·- "Vlhct' s .. thia, r.Irs. :Bardell? ___ I_ 
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d.id.n' t ilSk you t o get up 11. 

111 he a.rd you come in", ldrs. Ba.rd.ell answered, "and I knew 
you , d lik e some coffee . I brought up e cup for t he In specto r 
too 11

• 

\~ell, w'hat do you think of that? And notice the perfect 
Queen' s Englis h? Good ol d Martlui , she must have been having 
el oc-..ition le ssons ! 

.!!2.!..fil• ~"l'ho Case of t ho Council Swindle". by Walter T:yrer . 

The fi rst ha lf of t his book contained some of th e driest 
htunour ~ d best characteriz ~tion we have hnd f or o. lo n~ time . 
Tyrer kept mo chuckling ~r1cy fo r pages . SUch passages as : 
". ~ . • attendztnco at counc il racotings has falle n ,pmy , since t ho 
B, B, C, !lave provided such exce ll en t opportunit ie s of be i ng bore d 
without leavin g our o,,m hornes11

• 

Or t hi s: "At last th e ushers appear ed , Two big unifo r med 
men came rushing into the galle r y, pushing th e startlod scho ol girls 
as ide fearl e ssly" . 

The ending did not kee p up t his standar d howe=r, and brought 
in a l ot of ner, people , l eavin g loos e ends galore . Still, those 
who enjoy sa tir~ cal hu,:iour will relish the fir s t part of the story , 

But t hose ratepay ers at Farri port were an incredi ble lot of 
dopes to po.y all that !?lOney fo r nothing , 

C,<>rry Allis on. 
Anothe:;.· -~and scoop enables me to offer FOR EXCHANGE about 120 
Magnots and 50 Gems (75% o.nd 50% ori gine."i. - r especti vely ) and 80 
Populars , a ll coverin g ro ughly 1919/1926 , nlso l~te r numbers of 
e:ich . Condi tion fai r to mint. 
_1-Requi:r~ ,...- Host--pre--'19i6- ll!"-€lletre.mHt oc • 419-;-420;,l3T, • '13 , 
439, 442 , 455 , 456, 461 , 463, 474, 493, 515, 525; 526, 532, 540, 
560, 561, 586, 590, 821, 823 , 826 , 834 , 843, 846, 848, 862, 865/869 , 
881, 906, 9(YT, 1007/lOC'fJ, 1011, 1013, 1016, 1025 , 1032, 1038, 1051, 
1062, 1117, 112 5, 1132/11.;4 , 1136, 1174, 1194, 1204, 1205, 1221, 
1223, 1226, 1230 , 1232, 1236, 1238, 1240. 
ALSO most Gems 590/ 1220 {origina l s only ) . Offers and ''wants" 
lists welcomed, Please Vll'ite ai rmail, CHAS. v REIIEIT, BOX 50, 
UITElllAGE, SOUTH AFRICA, 
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HAMILTONJANA 
Compiled by HERBERT LEC'lENllY 

Lookin g thro ugh 11Gem" No. 152 0, "The St . Jims Chari ty Fund 11 

April 3rd , 1937, I found the edito r• e page particularly interesting 
a..'1d some of it ,·,ell worth quoting he r e . For instance he said he 
ha d bad a let t er from the secr e tary of tho Vincent,• Old Boys Club . 
Its members had been voting on the ten best stories (or s eri e s) 1n 
1936, toi;cthe r with the Wilmot Sports Club, the Gem Club (\'feat 
End), t he liagnet and Gem Club (Wiltshire); thl Good Companions Club 
an d th o Grangemere Old Girls ' Cl ub . Over 300 r.iembera of t heso 
var ious Clubs had voted with the follov1ing r e sult: (1) The "Toff " 
Series, (2 ) "The l.lyst ery of Eastwood Hous e" st ori e s, (3) "For the 
Honour of St . J ims ", (4) "They Called Him a Coward", (5 ) "Mick;y­
Makes Things Hum", (6) "St . Jims on Strike " , (7) "'i'he Sign of 
Three ", (8) The St . Jim!, "Cnptainc y" series, (9) "'i'ho Last L1111gh", 
(10) "17ally on the Warpa t h" . 

In add.i t i on voting had been taken on the most popular c harac -
ter s. They came out like th i s : (1 ) Ti,.lbot, ( 2 ) Tlally D'Arcy , 
(3) Figgins , (4) Lumley - Lumle;r , (5) Tom llerry\ (6 ) Bernard Glyn , 
(7) Kett', (8 ) Cousin Ethel, (19) Levieon , (lOJ Blake . 

Talbot seems to have been popular in e:ny generation, but 
Gussy completely out of it ie rethe r surprising . 

I vronder if any of these 300 odd members are st ill inte r ested 
in the st o ries of their youth. And whet be ca."lle of the Clubs? 

.Another interesting point was that in answer to t\70 corres ­
pondent s , the ed.i tor said he had no more details e.bou t the Grey-
f"ria.re fil m. Stil l coming , isn 't it? 

MORE PRAISE FOR THE "lJAGNET" AND " GE!l" : Bro wsing in a lib rar y t he 
~r-<ldJ' I picked up at 1w1do m a boolrcatle,i-"R:ttcl! re""-1,y- JomrP -. -
Ba.rt er . On th e ve ry f irst page I opened some dial ogue cau.;ht my 
eye, which I guess will interest all Hamiltonians . I t conc er ns a 
conve r sation bet .,een Lord Fle e th, Pres s Ba.ron, and the editor of 
one of his newspapers . They a.re discussin g the pres en t taste in 
l iterature . Here it is : 

''Lord Fleeth nodded . 
I vroll, I do , I meet some of these chaps . · They come to my 

p arties because there I s a bu:,1'1'et and the drinks are frcQ . They 
think it's the first stag e ta n rds the Order of Merit , abou t one 
in ten is m>rth culti ve,ting, but ~lle&..i.2..inY.it.a..1hi.-.t.anJ.c>-...find 
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out which . The r e st aro unheal t hy cli.I:Jber e , after a subsic!.y. I 
expe c t you road .~ and 121~ whon you war o youncr, 
Arkr.Tight? • 

•tiy boy· h:l.8 some, I often ro ad them oven norv!' 
' Vlhat do you thin.le of thom? ' 
•Topping! 'That is, they 'r o not the kind of th in g one tires 

of , oven ~t my ngc !' 
'l !nvon • t ony time for r eading myself those dnys, but I thou ght 

t hoy u oro d.:un.~cd fin e stuff ,rhcn I ,:rns young . Billy Buntor, 
Harr y l!.'lw.rton , Bob Chcrryt • 

• Arthur Augustus d ' Arey, Loder of the Sixth •• • •• • 
fJfo doubt some of it would· seem crude and t o eive an over­

s:icp lified viev1 of life, but so, fo r th o matter of that, does the 
Bibla . Tho groat thing is t hat they wor e hea lthy . Ila sandals, 
corduroys and long-haired intellectuals. Tho C\-,I of the Remove 
ie a great cr eat ion and th e publi c like 1 t by pa,ying for it . That I s 
the tost of gre atne ss in t ho arts . What is wante d is the same 
kind of ou tlo ok adapted whor e necessary t o the adult novel . If 
we bad. thatj -rte \iou l d have a lot more of the proper klnd of orde r 
n."1d stabi lity . • 11 

, • 

Well , thn.t'a a fine t ri bute if you like .. Isn 1 t it amazing 
how t hey keep cropp in g up in all sorts of pl ace s? John P. Barter 
seems to be "one of us' ' doeB111t he? 

KE:l K:GlG OF T;-!E IS Li'llDS, Despite all that ha s been writt en about 
~o~Cb=les HNllil ton during the pas t few years, th er e 's 
still quite a l ot t o bo written. T'ais struck me fo r oi b4' when 
I was check i ng the stenci l s of Eric Fayne ' s "Tho Davelopment of 
tho Modern :Boy11 ar ticle for the Annual. Take 1Ken line of the 
Islands ' for inst anc e . Hero aro over 200 fascin ating st orie s which 

-- haV<>-h...-~n- -p-to...~_., at l'Md01> ,.... aomo 
of the tit le s ; 11Isl2.11d of Silcnca 11

; 
11Cannit·al s of Kun"; 11'l'ho 

Chost of Torror"; "Tho I slo o f Surprises"; ''The Grinnin g Pirato 11
; 

11Jn the llca.d Hunters ' La.ir11
; 

111sland of th o Wolf ". Grand spin e 
tinglinc yn.rna of th tt Pncific so.:!s in a. sotting of cor o.l islands, 
s-m-4.rcnchcd tropic bcochc s, beP.choornbcr s , pon.rlors and cannibals . 

l'lht.t ' s rnoro, on rc :,ding th o 'pro ofs ' I marve lled st tho wo:; 
L"l which .Bric Fa,no had SWllJ:lfU'ised them. In crisp, gr aphi c sen­
t ences ho tells of tbc stories like thisr - "White Mi:tn' s Luck'' -
a thrcr.t to the 'l>rrm • , a ni Jht ntt aok , l'~ terrific hurrican o , and 
·~--- ·-- - ------ --
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va.luabl o c argo flun g ov or boo.rd . "Islan d of Si l onco" . It \!a S 

woi rd - \D'lCanny . A3 the I Darm' appr onc hod tho us:.1~lly bus y island 
of Laluc. th ere "t"tae not t'. soul to be soon, not .1 ea.md to bo heard . 
11The los t Galleon" . The riva l s fi nd t he galleo n nnd tho tr easu r e 
on ly to discove r that a gi ant octopus has got there first . 

Masterpieces o f i deo.1 "repo rtin g" te ll ing o f a s cor e of 
•Treasure Islands' :rolled into one. \'7hnt a fe o.s"t of readin g for 
the fire...,ide nex t Chri stmas Day. Hr.ve you or de red your Annua l 
yet? 

* * * * * * * 
JJORE TREA.SUF.E TROVE: You will re1101?ber Charl es v Renen out in 
South Africa tell in g of a hau l of M,,,inots which bnd come his wcy 
:,s the result of en advert . 17ell he ' s hs d e.not her stro ke of luc k 
1\8 will be seen f:rom the following quote.t i ons f rom ~ lett er r ec entl y 
received: -

11Recently had yet anothe r stroke of good f ortuno . .Aft er 
follooing up e c l ue I he ard from a u,dy in Natn.J. to sc.y sho could 
sup pl y me with qu ite a number of the old pap ers. Thi s lette r came 
t o han d a day before my family and I ,: e r e due t o go up t o the Free 
State fo r our holiday . Of course, I had to cha.nge a ll our arrange ­
ments e t the l P.st minute and 170 shot up to Natal ins tea d! AI,, it 
turned out the holiday the re was a most enjo yable one . lie to ured 
the province at our l e isur e , stopping whcrcvor it pl eRsed us to do 
ao. From the foot of the an0<1--0lad Drakens berg mountains to S"r,el­
te ring Durb an and t he res t of the Sout h Coe.8t th ence ri,ght ..r ound 
Basutoland and dom, throu gh th e Fre e stnto :,!tor all . This is e.11 
boside the point, of course . Mora to the point is this . Tho 
highlight of our trip ues e fem days spent on tho f arm of tho good 
lady who I d offered me the paper s. Her fami ly and min e have be come 
staunch friends! The l ady herself i t an old Hamiltonian and even 
now has he.t Oeloved-l9i6fi:9i9 6ews ohich she-d::i:d-not clisb to p~ t---
with. However she did giv e me near l y 600 l~ngnets , Gems and Pops . 
Unfortunately, nearly half of these are eithe r in " depl orable 
st a t e or very s adl y soiled , but I heve m,mag ed t o sel vaee about 300 
copi e s ran.g:illg in condition from fair to mint . The bulk of these 
ar e 1923/ 1926 Magnets and Gema which you no doubt kn ow ar e pre tty 
rare for some or other reaaon. The haul has reduc e d my wante lis t 
quite a bit especia lly as far a s the Gems go as I have on ly j u st 
st arted to collect th ese seriously . I need not t e ll you what a 
thrill it gave r;ie sortL 'lg out this lit tle l ot . I ' d stuck the m 
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away co.re fUlly in the boo t of my car after I got t hem and bel i eve 
it or not I did not even at tempt to gauge t he exte nt of the haul 
u., t i l after me had re t urn ed home a couple of weeks la t er . There's 
will power ! I must admit tho ' my-min d was in the boot of my car 
half th e ti mo ,1e t1ore get ·&in g around! 11 

I like th<lt bit ab out his thoughts dwelling on the haul in 
the boot of his car as he bowled alon g . \7ouldl, 1 t we all have bee n 
in the sMlc frame of mind? .Ml.d there I s tba.t about Ch.?.I'les ' 
family and the lady's nor, being firr., frie nds now. Another le t ter 
from :r r.nk C~se told me of how he and hfa wifo had been invite d to 
spend a dcy uith lfonnan Pm.gnoll and his lli f c who were on hol iday 
in North Wales . 

You kn0\7 such l e tt ers make my mail a joy to read . 

-- - - --oo Ooo--- - --

~ · '!UELCJ!. 

That Henry Samuel Quel c h, t he form-<naster with the gimlet eyes, 
is the sreatest of "11 the r.iaaters in th e Hamil ton sc hools a.~d the 
finest piece of adult character-Painting in sc hool l iterature , few 
will gains ay . Right from the begi nning of Magnet history r1e have 
see n this conscienti ous ; sevemman - a bea s t but a jus t beast, aa 
Bob Cherr y onco s ai d - tapping awo.y et his "Histo ry of Crcyfria.rs 11 

as FrMk Richards tappe d out t he histo r y of the sa,m,1 school from a 
core modern vie\7-)X)in t . 

Hr. Quelch hll.s figu:rod lar gely in dozens - per haps score s -
of the 1~"\gnet I s grc:l.te st series, bu t in my O\',"l'l memory I hnve one 
small c~eo of this i:rroo.t man , and in this partic u lcr cameo I find 
the f i ne st il l ustrction of t he f'undo.'?lentnl ch~acter of the Remove 
r.i.r.st cr . In the $':edley ser i es, !:Ir. Que loh visite d P.har:ton lodge 
,,here t he Bounder r,a.s on holiday with Harry Phar ton and Co. Mr . 
S.'Iledley, the Bou.'1.der I s 11RIV AL FOR A FORT"<Jm::11 , arrived to accus e 
Vernon-Srnith of conduct of which the latter ·wo.s not 8'1lilty . In a 
reel gem of aut hor ship , n few delightful, unfo r get t able chapte rs, 
r~. Quelch took the ontte r in hand and in cli!'.!.racterist i c e ty-le s ent 
the imposter, Srnedly , about his bus iness . 

I ho.ve alwcys reg~.rded the Stn.c ey se ri es .J.S the grer. teot of 
r.11 th e Creyfrin.rs stories, but , s tran gely- enough , i t is here thn. t 
Mr. Quelch doos not appear in the best light , One f eel o tha t he 

I 
~ 
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msde somethin g of a f:wouri te of 11F...ARRY \'JHA.RTO?f! S DOUBLE", rutd that 
an exp e ri enced schoolmaster sho ul d bnve been n shrewde r judge of 
boys . Yet it was that very weakness on the p:,rt of Mr. Quoloh 
which helped to ·make t hi s super b se ri es so mercor.lble . 

Week again, perbtlps , but humanly- wenk this ti.me, mis 1:Ir. Quelch 
in two magnificen t ser ies , two series ubich I would vote only the 
most ve ri t~blo fraction second 1:o tho Stacey series. In t ho ttro 
long aeries, r1here Harry Wharton r;c.s in feud ni th his form-ljasto r 
,ind became "THE WORST BOY AT GREYFRIARS", Mr. Queloh complete ly l os t 
patience ..-,i th th e leade r of tbe Fcmous Five , and shorted far less 
th,m justice to th e troublesome s choolboy. 

Cocp l e t e ly delic i ous were the mar.y wordy-apars tb.'.lt Mr. Quelch 
bad wi th Ur. Prout and Mr. Hr,.cker f'rom tim e to ti oo, an d it is a 
dull ache c,t tho heart that 1ee were not permitted to read that 
se ries of "THE BA'l'I'LE OF THE B:;w(S" which ems due to opp e ar at the 
time riben the Magnet ceased publicat i on . I u ou ld thn t some pcr­
sue.siv c voice would urg e Frank Richards t o uec the.t thcco in a 
Cass oll book . 

Lookin g back down the 70a.rs , we can recal l la'. Quelch in many­
tussles rri t h the Bounder or fighting r:i th all his p<mer agains t the 
injustice of some neu Headmaster . Mr. Quelch \7as sup er bly sh01m 
as 11 de termined pedaeogue when Mr. Prout become Head f or a time; 
on one occasio n a.a dismissed .from Gr eyfiiers through the trickery 
of Skinn e r; yet again, teari ng his scenty l ocks over the rno.china,­
tions of tho unpleasant Tracy, rrho rran t ad to be cxpellod; and fin­
e.l.ly, in the Magnet's last Christmas, ns kidr.e,pped by Slim J im . 

It can be s eid of Mr. Quelch that he redly liv e s, as perhap s 
no other charact er in the stories really docs . I shn.11 never be 
th e least surpris<d to moet him e. t Weter lo o or to see him in t ho 
street . 

DO YOU REME'..:BIB? BY ROGER M. JEIIKINS 

!lo. 3 - Schoolboys ' Om, Library No. 22 0 - "'The Son of n Cr11ckamnn". 

Chnrl e s lic'JD.ilton has stated 11I don 't quite la1ort hot: i t is -
unless it be my orm srtcet nat ure! - but o.11 my bed ch.1.ractcrs have 
n tendoncy to ref om, and ge t thoro sooner or later, and I al'r,ays 
l iked t o see thor. on the ri ght path ." Valentine l!ornington or 
Rookwood in his early d~s was one of tha worst characters of all, 
and though he neve r complete__~ reforme d1 ~e certain ¥ mo.de ..!..._G!:eat 
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improvement. His friendship ,·,":.th Kit Erroll was one of the de-
cisiv e fa ct ors in this improve~nt . 

School boys • (NI), Library No. 22 0, wit h its rather melodrar.ia tic 
ti tl e \•.thich belies the real meri t of the story , is a repr i nt of a 
1917 seri e s from the Boys ' Friend . Kit Erroll was brou ght to 
nook."Wood by Capta in :Crroll who was recognis ed 1.Jy Uorningt on I s pro­
tcge , 'Brber t, t o be a notorious cr.:tcksm.a.n call e d Gentleman Jim . 
l:Orning ton at onc e se t himself the task of unmaskin s Erroll . Few 
\'1ould believe I E:rbert, but llorni.neton t1as wrong in jud(P..ng Errol l 
to bo of th e sOJnc cal i bre as Ge'1tlc men Jin . Tho climax to their 
feud cam.e ,,hen Er-roll ¥1as d.ri vcn to bl aCYJil.a.iling Uornineton to keep 
hil:lse lf from being exposed, nhereupon Uornin g t on jeering ly r emarked 
that no decent f 1ll0' 11 woul d have resor t ed to m:.ch a device:-

u&roll had uon t he cnnc, and in hi s hoUl' of success 
came doubt and hes it e.ti on. 

Uorninston 1 s t aunt had struck home. It ues t he s on of 
Gcntlcr.ian Jir.l who had pbrus e d this defeat for Jfornin 1:ton; no t 
t!10 fr ank honourable s choolboy tMt Jimn\y Sil var boliov ed him 
t o be . 

Erroll knew it. He knev, that in dr i vin g lf.ornini;ton 
into this bargain he ,·:as gi ~ring up all thnt ho ho.d coma to 
Roo!=r,ood f or; he Pas abandonin g th e pat h ho had rnaxked out 
for hir.lself - the path of honour . He wou ld save hi;nself 
by ".>ecor.1i.!'lg w:1at l:!orni.ngton had accus ed him of being . " 

Erroll re l eased him fr om tho bar;,ain, but befoN liornington 
had ti .r:K, to danounce Erro l l he r,as kidna ppe d by Gentleman J~m. 
The st ory had still a lo n1: way to run, bu t it nanl3€ed t o r each the 
heicht s ear ly on , end stay the re t o the end, ,·;hen Erroll rescued 
!Jornin a ton, thus est~ bl ish i.ng their friendship, and th e genuine 
Captjlin Erroll turnc~o Kit a, bis lof16-lo.a t-&o-n-- . 

Pro br.bly no ot her st ory in th o Boys I Fri end surpo.ssed this 
finil t o.le , and foy1 managed to equal it . To have maintained a 
succossful sequence of tales for eleven yoars in the miserable 
five or six ehnpter s all otted ,rcekly to Roola,ood in the Boys • 
Fri e nd i s no mean achievemen t; to he.ve contrived to rvri te th er ein 
ser i es of th e ot'11ld.'.\l"d of the comin g of J:it aroll is nothing 
short-9!.~a.l"~ul2l.2. ----- - -- - --·--- ---- - ---
11cHUC'la,ES" ! "ClIUC:'1..r.su ! 3/ - e nch offered for any issues of this 
Comic. Send n.t onco . Cash by return. L. PACKY..AN, 27 ARCHDALE 
ROAD1... I:AST DULi/IQ!!.,_ LOJ:DOll. s . E. 22 . 
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:wRARTON LODGE J.IID THE ENGLISH TRADITIOII 

B7 Basil Adam 
mien. a.e a aohoolboy- I first a'tarted reading the 11Magnet11

, I 
just looked on it. as a paper co ntaining veey readable s choo l stories . 
On reachina' th e a.a,, of :fo=teen I heppened to see the film "The 
Fon:r Feathers", and for the first t:lroe felt a surge of pride for 
Ehgland and the English Tradition . 

Also from that moment, I realised that the Qro;yfriL!.rs stories 
were port of that gloriow, English Tradition too. Especially this 
-.ras so after r eading "Tbe Taming of Harry Wh,.rton " in the Sch ool ­
boys Om, Library series . 

I have o vivid ment al picture of t he old oalc panelled dining 

room at Wh,.rton Lodge, and t he tall soldierly Col onel l'lha.rton 
facin g t he defiant !lnrry before he ia sent t-0 i.reyfiiars. Thr,t ilf 
why I hc.va the warmest rage.rel for all t he "ho liday cit \Yh;,.rton Lodge" 
aeries, eapecio.lly the Ee.star holiday period, when a pecceful g<>l­
den hnzo e.ppeare d to han g over the Lodge, and th e lovely SUrrey 
countryside. 

I crui link up this very Ehgliah c,tmosphere with Francia Bre t t 
Young's book 11Jim Redl!".ke", Galsworthy 's 11Forsyte Sn.g~", Jeffery 
Farnol's novels of Old Ehgland, the Sherlock Holmes stories, t he 
P.G. Wodehouse 11Bl l".ndings Caotle" stories and lr.st but not lol'.St 
A. E. W. Mc.sol'ffl "The Four Foa.thers 11

• 

As long as we have these books and Frank Rich a rds sto r ies of 
V/harton Lodge, the spirit of the Englieh Tradition in all its m,-.ny 
facets vlill alrrays be "'ith us. 

MAGNET TITLES (Cont 'd ) , 1320 Darred by His Fo:r,n; 13 21 Tho Doxing 
Beak; 1322 The Kidnapped I.laster ; 1323 The V/orst Boy in tho School ; 
l.l24 ..llmt ludo' at er.y;e.,~...,. 1 ~to;,, 1 a lli.u,d.,o d l'oni,d BoatBr.;--
1326 Bi ll y Bunter's Hat Triok; 1327 The Shylock of Greyfriors; 
1328 Bunter the Ventriloquist; 1329 The Bounder • s Coad iurn; 
~:?30 The Millionaire Detectivo; 1331 J.!iok,y the Sprat. 

I Off 5/- Each for sny of the f ollowin g Dete otiw Libr!!:!:.f. numbers 
in good condition. 10/- fo r No. 1. 1, 2 , 3, 5, 6, 8 , 10, 11, 12, 13 , 
14, 15, 17, 19 , 21 , 24, 29, 31, 33 , 35, LEOl!ARI> ?ACI:IW f, 27 ARCH­
DALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LONDON, S.E.22. 

* * .. * * • * 
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i t is by r ealis i ng thnt Bob Christi.no, l8"d er of the then Colle8'1 
Ilouae , cr e:itod n record by scorching by cycle from Helm.!ord t o the 
schoo l in 59 minutes . 

L:,ter, !lipp er & Co. mndo the round trip in one hour 29 minutes! 
As t ho yea.r e p:, eeod, hor;evur, Mr. Brook s pl\i nted in the . pic­

ture :, li ttle mor e clc:,r l ;y . .._~d ,,o found that Helmford li ea ebout 
20 miles t o the north-onat of St . Fr<>nk' a and ia qui t o n thrivin g 
plncc <11t h its orm ti'Ms, a r:,eocourso on t ho he ath to th o north of 
tho t osm, o:ir l ;y cloaing d:,y on f/odnoodey and m!\I'kot dn;y on Snturd,>;y 
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(la t er Market D,cy waa reported to be Wednesday , so take your 
choice!) . 

Hellllford ' s was the big racecourse of the locality, so pre ­
sumably the r e would be at l east three meetings a year . On the bu a 
route to the et atio n from the outek.ir t a l ies the Greyhound Racing 
Stadium, whic h is a blaze of light and act i Vity at night , whil e 
only seven minutes ' walk :from t he stat i on in the High Street i e tho 
Rin g Pavilion , t he conve rt ed Old Town Hall, where llr. Wrench re ­
ferees some of the biggest boxing tournam ent s in th e oountry . 
Belmfo r d 5301 wi ll enable you t o book a seat! 

Al s o in the High Street i s a reasonably modern cinema, while 
m.mmer vari ety is coming t o a close at the Ylinter Gardens . So on 
foo tball will be in full swi ng and we shall be able to watc h Helm-­
ford United, the forma r 3rd DiViaion Bannington Town '7hO took th e 
place of th e o ld Southern League anahurs , llolmford Athletic some 
years ago . 

From our headquartora at the Imperial Hotel , then , wo have a 
voriety of entertainment offe r ed to us in addition to pleasant 
walks t hroug h the narrow , winding stree t s bordered by th e fami.l iar 
half - timbere' houses and quaint li ttle shopa of a typicel Sussex 
lb;,nland town . 

Helmfo rd, of oourse, is l oa ing a little of ita forme r ol d­
world charm in the face of modern advances, and among other things 
the rat t ling old t r ams of yesterye ar hllve gi ven wey to the green 
and g,:,l d buses and lUXllrT coaches of a country service. On the 
outskir t s, too, light industrial factories have developed with the 
passin g ye ar s . 

The old oastle , which .once dominate d the town, !me lo ng di e­
appeo.red to make we;y for a new r e servoir , but its stones, redolent 
of the histo r y of Sout h Sazon &,gland and the J!ormen conquerors 
rue s till W oe seen in tl1e wa:1111 of st . Frmlk' s . 

The Post Off ice stands in t he ramblin g High Street, whilo 
further up , on the opposite aide of the road, stc.nds Simpeon ' s 
Grocery Stores. llearby are the premises of the Southern Bank Lt d. 
and beyond. t he s i gn of the bl ue lamp aro t he diViaional headquarter, 
of tho Sus sOJt police with Insp . P.8J'lle in obarge and Sgt . TiI:lsOn 
bis ri ght-band man. Insp. P=e is a m>rthy succossor to Insp . 
Kombnll who uae thoro eomo yoara 880 "h en l!els on Lee resouod ~mny 
Watson• s Uncle Bonj!llll1n 1'1-om croolca near llclh.1.von; n littlo vil ­
logo some 3tt miles north of He lmford . 
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Hroever infrequently the boys of St . Frank • s may vi ai t Helm­

fo rd at othe r tim es , we may be fortunate enough to meet some ot 
them in town i f the y are meeting Helmford College or Helmford Council 
School on the spor t s field , or even if they are passin g through to 
Hn~elhur st College, some miles farther on. 

FAwy Searles Brooks did not intr oduce us to many Helraford nota­
b ilit ies apart from Jevous and t he College jun i or team , bu t we may 
well come a.cross Sir Cyri l Fitzgibbon, :Baronet , or hi s son , Clar ence, 
from Helmfor d Hall; Sir William and Lady llort on from Oakley Manor ; 
or cvon that very dOl'm- to....iar t h fami ly from D.mkerley Lodge - tho 
DoV1ager Lady Thmker ley, Lord George and Lady Margaret and the Hons . 
Clnudo and Cecil - who prov ed their uorth whon t he ranche r Ear l 
of Edgemoro end his son, Viscount (Skeets) Doll ton firs t arrived in 
the ne i ghbour hood. 

And now I having expl ored Helmfo l"d., we rill set out on our 
journey to De.nnington , one - t :in:a Royal i st strongho l d, sea t of a 
bis hop, the large town only three miles fro m St . Frank ' s • . See you 
a t The George Hote l in due course (Phone , Bannington 688 ) . 

(Not e - Ron Burrow s of Leeds , draws rr.y at te nti on to two point s 
in my ea lie r ar tic l e . The Levis , he points out , lived in Maidn 
Vale , whGre c.s I said Fenchuro h St. Thi s , of courso, ie true and I 
slippe d up t hrough misre ading my O:tQss- reference t o what was pro -
61llllably !-lr. Levi ' e bus inc ss '1ddrcse . 

Secondly, Llr. Burrows points out th at HoI'l!ham uae ·only on t he 
way from London r,hon St. Frnnk I s W.'.19 in eastern Suss ox, and not 
afte r Yr. B:rooks transf erre d tho setting to n-ostorn Sussox . Woll , 
I prefer tho firs t version , so we wont by Hors ham! ) . 
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POST BAG 
L!ORE !IE\7S F'ROJ.i FRA.'TI<: RIClL'JlDS 

Dear Herbe r t Leckenby, 

Rose Lawn, Kingsea t e, 
Broad.stairs , Kent . 
August 14th, 1954. 

W'nat an exce l l ent articl e , "The Swmner Torm", in t he C .. D. this 
time! It broug ht back many IW!llllers qu ite unlike the one we are 
ha'lin g now, when t he rain it raineth every day, and th e st ormy winds 
do blow. 

There is a spot of news : 11Books for Pleasure, Ltd. 11
, aro to 

repub li sh t he Tom Merry and Rookwood boo ks in a cheap edition , a.t 
2/ - or 2/6 . I l ike this i dea very much; it is alway s good new s 
when Q?'ly pric e goes down. My-11Lone Texan 11 seems to have been held 
up on the treil, for he hae not materia lis ed yet ; oxpoctcd next 
month . Anyhow, Bunte r will put in hi s o.ccus tomod appe aran ce in 
September , in "Billy Bunte r Does His Bes t", nnd tho annunls r:ill bo 
a l ong :,bout Oct ober . And I have been l ucky enough to secure that 
copy- of Luoili u s I have wanted so l ong; t hough eo far tho publiah­
ors a.ro no t f al l in g over ono enot hor to socuro r.hr-.t I have to SBJ 
about h im! 

With kind regar ds, 
Alvayo you.rs sinc ere l y , 

FRAJIJC RICHARDS. 
***•••1111u111•••••• 
THAT VITAL QUESTI ON 

17/8/ 54 Yul dcn Fo.rm, 

Tho Editor , Tho Collecto rs' Digos t . 

Doar Sir, 

Hcathf ie ld , Sussex . 

Tho oorroepondonoo on '7hat should happen t o our c o ll oo tions 
whon " " dopa rt this mor tal coil is of grc:,t in torost to w, el l . 

In our desire to s ave our beloved (and valuable) it ems from 
fallin g into UTOng hands, bein g disp ose d of at l ess than tJio curren t 
market prices or destroyed through i gnoran ce on the part of th ose 
l e f t behind, ue must sti ll bear in mind that the onus of re spo nsi ­
bility that s ome have sugge at ed be put on tho F.di tor of this pape r 
or . the Chairm an of the Old Boye' llook Club i s no small ono . 
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Thora is the responsibility nQt only of disposal but also o:f 

giving satisfo.ction to th e lega t ee . For examplo a certain number 
of a papor uhich \"l::'.S needed fo r a lon g tim o to complete a. l ong run 
fin olly to be bou ght for fifteen shillings from a non- recognised 
deale r ma;; fetch ninepence or a. shillin g when sold in a mix ed lot 
eomo years l a.tor to .:l.l'l hones t donlor or to somebody \7hoso collect :i:m 
is still in the early st oge s . But the legatee might well ocy: ­
tBut I wel l remembe r when he rrot that one, ho was as pleased a.a 
anything C1lth ou,;h ho t old me he had to pay fifteen sh illings for it • 
.l.nd now you I vo l ot it go for only one! ' 

lzy oim solution 1,ould bo for threo or four members of each 
branch of the O. B. B. C. t o form a properly constituted and permanen t 
Board of Trust ees to whom coll ector s oould will the ir items for dis­
posal in the open market. In t his W8'f the collectio n would aut o­
maticall y be sent ( a;iy ) to th e Chai:rman by the next--of...Jcin and he 
would s traight away conveno the :Board of Trustees. These would 
t ake over the col l ection, contact approved dealers or known fellow 
col le ctors and so dispose of the collection at the bea t possible 
prices. They would then prepare a prop er statement of accounts, 
deduct 5;1, or 10% for their tr ouble and expen se s o.nd remit the ac­
count and tho balanc e to the next-of-kin . 

Adequate tempornry st or age accommodntion, l ike the Board of 
Trust ee s, would al ways have to be avai lable in case of audde.n need 
17hich duty wou ld I ruppoa e evolve on the Honorary Secretary of the 
11:>cal Club Branch . 

A poi nt now arises as to whethe r or not we should ca ta logue 
ever y item held and whether or not note should be taken of rare 
i tems J)U!'Chased at cert ai n dates f or high ;,rices . Pers onal ly I 
am agains t t his as prices vary and f l uctuate so from year to ye ar, 
and what a !Tolson Lee fan m1<,ht e].ve a pound for would not drag 
s i.J::pence fiom my pocket at any time . 

There are many ot her aspects of this problem but as we are a.s 
ye t only at t he discussion stage , they can wait awhile . Fbr example 
collectors not in membership of any O. B. B. C. branch would not of 
course be a)>le t o let th eir nert--of -kin enjoy t he benefits of such 
a service. 

Yours sincerely, 

HARRY HOMER. 

---- oo<x>o---- -
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liANDS ACROSS THE SEA. 

20 Romar Crescent , Tor onto , 10, 
Ontario , Canada. 

Auguat 20th . 1954 . 

On looking back through my lette r files, I note with amaze­
ment t hat t en months ha v-e passed since I first wrote t o you asking 
wher e I oould obt ai n oop i es of O.B . Bs . 

Sinc e then my collection has grown hom 65 Nelson Loe Lib rar ys 
and 18 Magnets to 425 Nelaon Lees, 138 Cems, 150 llagnets , 50 s. 0 . 1 . 
and 4 Holid ay Annuals . In addition I co=espond regularl y wi th 
some thi rt y collectors in Ce.nadn. Engl and, Ireland and U. S. A. and 
among them are three o f the five addr esses you sent roe i n tho.t first 
l etter . And. incidentally, my dt.ughte r Berenic e end I are member s 
of the O. B. B. C. and ha ve compil ed quite a collection of Coll ec to r s ' 
Digea t and St ory Paper Collector ' s. 

But r,y appetite f or meeting fre ah fr iend s is endless and if 
you can, through th e mediu111 of C. D. or the O. B. B. C •• put me in 
touch with other a interested in e:z:changing l e tt e rs and views I 
shou l d bo grateful . 

17ith kind regards , 
Very sinc erely , 

BERNARD THORJIE. 

* * **** * 
AVAILABLE, ~ 1917-22 , 150 copies; also 1923 - 5, 1933-4 0 . 
Gems , 1917~2, 100 copi ea, 1936 --40 1 150 copiee . !,1.-,,rvols, 19 16....21, 
75 copies . Populars, 1919 -2 3. 60 copies . l!el son Loos, 1924-33, 500 
c opi e s . ~ : Union J ncke , early double number'l; Sex ton Blake 
~ · , 2nd and 3rd sorios; y s s ; y s on.line; toung :Br1-
tcina; Boy s M,,gszines; Rovers; Adventur es; Giantland; or 4(ine l 
Robin Hood Li bs . , Dick Turp in Li bs.; Clou do D.lval Libs . I ~ 
Libs . No . 19, et c., eto . All books as s t a ted. Jdonoy refunded 
if not setisfiod . S. A.E. pl ease . 1st and 2nd seriea So:z:ton 
Bl ake Li bs . 191~35 wanted; e.lso Nels:>n Lees, ld . 191 ~1 8 . Good 
prioo pai d. RONALD ROUSE, 3 ST. LEO!IARD' S TERRACE, GAS HILL, 
NORWICH, NCRFOLK. 
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0 LD BOYS' BGDK CLUB 
LOiIDON SECTIO!l : The August Vaction meetin g was held at Bla ckheath 
wi t h Ron and llar ea Deacon being the hosts. A '"1lall, but highl ;r 
efficient i;athering managed to dispose of three very in tellectu al 
quiz co:.2pc ti tions 1 after the ordinary busine ss of the agenda hsd 
boon dis1iosod of , Bob Blythe had prepared his "Bob Cherry• s Bar -
rin g 0..1t11 quiz and Roger Jenkins and Len Packman made short work of 
it by both comin 5 firs t. That cind of in formation Bi ll Lofts OM!e 
third and not to be outdone ho won tho Triple Deadheo.t qui z f:ro!ll 
Roger Jenkins, llob and Ben rlhiter. Host Ron Deacon then c onducted 
his quiz and tile hard questions v1ere successfully answered by Bob 
\",'bite r and Lon Packman lri th Roger Jenkins fillin g t hird pl ace . Afte r 
this quiz Ron gave bis impromptu talk , chiof subject uao tho great 
enj oyment that he derived f:rom the sci enc e fiction stories in th e 
old boys • books . 

The liamil ton li brary makes steady progre ss and a prosen ta tion 
of Cems and Populars by lliss Evelyn B. Flinders \Vas gTeatly appr oc­
i:ited • 

.Annual trip to tho St. FrMk's and St . Jir., 1 s country talccs 
plooo on Sundcy , Scptcobo r 19th . Meet at Victo.-i& Station under 
llig clock, Bri c;hton oidc, not le.tor than 9 . 45 a . m. Hoots Bil l and 
Glady s J nrdinc, 52 Kipling t.vonuo, Woodingdoo.n. 

Fina l ly a good 8'3t together and tho usuiu ta lks or o going hocno 
on this perfect summer owning . 

UllCLE llEifJA!,!Ill • .................. _ 
llOR'i'llER!l SECTIOJI MEE'l'D!G1 239 HYDE PAll;: ROAD, AUGUST 14th 1 1.22!!.. 

Iuc to tho holidP.ys there \Vas only n small e.ttendan.oo ; our 
- ch '1.1.rtl.i.-m m10 touring the "Hamil ton countr y 11 , our eocrotary bad gono 

t o Fr.:-..ncc, Ver.'.!. to London, to nn.mo only throe . However , Gorey 
Allison 't1tt8 with us so r,o did not want for e pro gram.mo. 

Usually, when I a.ct as chairman I have the pleasure of wel­
comine- so meone; on the occa.sion wlhappily I had the sad duty o r 
refer ri ng to the death of Jack llunro which had occurred since our 
las t meeting. I mentioned tha.t it w·as the second death in our 
sh ort hi story . I oxpressod n. hoye that it would be a long time 
befo r e :,nothor had to bo r eported . 

Afte r tho usual business, uo got dO'im to a fifteen question 

r 
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Quiz set by J aok ldorgnn , of t he l.!ersoysi de Cl ub . Gosh l to sey tho 
least some of thom were very oriptic and subtle, ye t, 11hon wo learn -
ed the answers, quite fai r . Seven correct ~as o.s near ae onyo ne 
got . 

Afte r r ef r eshment s , Gerry r ead an 6DIUSing extrac t :!'rom the 
llagnet C:CUC se r ies and Jack Wood fo ll owed m.th an e:mmple of E . S . 
Brooks humour in tolling of " The Coming of Archio", Both oore 
muoh enjoyed . 

Gerry al so ga.'fl> de tails of the progr,Jnroo arranged for seve r al 
months to oomo. Tho progr81!ll!le is t o be printed and sent out i;o 
members . So at t r acti ve i s it tha t I think: we are nssured of some 
large attondan oos m th tho comi ng of th o longer nig hts . 

Noxt Mooting - Soptomber 11th. 

H. LECKENBY, 
Northern Soction Corrosponde nt. 

~ Ooo-- -

MEIISEYSIDE SECTION. 8th AUGUST. 1954: 17e wcro v ery plea.sod to BOC 

quite a largo attendance at th i s meeting, as this uas "Qui z !light" , 
nnd e fe.ir number of member s IToro nocessn.ry to ensure tho success 
of tho ovoning ' s entortainm 'imt . We wcro plea.sod t o sco Mr. Horton 
age.in; wo have mis sod him over tho pnst fw months , duo to his 
enforcod a.bsonoo. 

The Chnirman ,:,nd Secretary quickly disposed of th e officiel 
business, in ord er that uo co uld proc ood to tho "quizzes" , oto., 
without delay, Md vo voro soon indulging in th o intricacies of a 
questionnaire devis ed by Frank Um,in - though, "s far r.s GOmc of UB 

woro ooncc:rnod 11quostionnairo 11 is e k indly term . H0\1ovor, i t was 
not too difficult, Md tho re su lt nas :i m.n for Mr. Le.ffo y , uith 
Ur. Windsor ~.nd Mr. Pragnol second and third . Then ce.mc a gamo 
bot\,oon two toaI:ls l od by llr . Orn,in and l!r. Prag,10U; thi s uas sub­
mittod by Mr. Windsor, 11ho, with Mrs. Webst er , ectod as judges . 
11Koyrrord.s11, o.s it mey be ca.llod, uns nd.'1.pt cd from c. game populor on 
tho radio a foo yoa.rs ago , and all prcsont r10rc more or l oss fpJD.i­
li r.r m. th the rule a, ubic h includes en oxtemp or o talk by oaoh c on ­
toata.nt on a aubjoct drmm fror.i n hat . Thoro ttoro many obsta.olos 
to bo avoi ded by tho spoclccrs (hositency, "of the subject", ot c . ), 
end tho groa.test hilarity uas cnuaod at th e o :fforts of tho "vic t im" 
to talk knwing l y on subj ec ts of r,bich ho kncl? li ttlo, uhilat t ry ­
~ot_ to lot his sido do~t mr.y bo rom,.rkod , in passing , 
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thZ1t !Jr. Srritze r mode a moat singular and orig ina l contribution, 
but that ia another story!). Ur . Praenell' s team won, but poin ta 
were of little consequence in vieu of the immene~ enjoyment afford ­
ed to all participating, and we intend to haw a repeat at the 
earliest opportunity. 

The meeting closed at 10,15 p,m , mth the library business. 
Next meetinir, 12th Septembe r. 

F . CASE, 
Hon. Secretary. 

NOTE: J,1J the l.lidl ancl Club meeting was held later in th e month, 
report has t o be held over . 

V/A}!TED, Nelson lees First lie..-; Series , Various l!umbers 1 - · 85. 
Al eo 150 - 151 Second New Series . Please s tnto cond.i tion, price 
nnd ser i al number s· available, Some 11elson Lee s for excbango. 

lfOI~ ... fR,A.~ •. , 33 ,B~j3'1.' •., ... H~90X. ., .· 7,~.)~f<i~· ' 
5/ - each offered for the following in good condit i on - GE1.!S 582 , · 
586. MAG!IETS 739, 795, 1003, 1004 , 1011; 1013 , 1015, 1024, 1027, 
1028 , 1034, 1047, 1114, 1142 , 1154, 1177 1 1215, 1223 . ROGER 
Jfl!PJI~~ '.'T!B FIRS". EA$'.l'i>RN .. R()Afl,. .. l!AY#l.!., ... /'.,WT~,. 
BL.AKIANA SA.FE: There I s bee n a f'ine r esponse for Blak:iana artic les. 
The two thi s month f or instance f roc Eric Fayne and Jamos w. Cook 
nre just t he goods, provo cat ive and forthright. For instance, 
whil s t I was checking t he proofs, I thought Jim Cook had scored a 
point when he sai d Pedro wae rather out of elate , then a t that mom­
ent the wirele ss nnnouncod tba.t bloodhounds were being used to tmce 
somo escaped prisonore·f And it was a re nl eye-opener when he said 
th at Anthony Parsons told him he bad never heard of the Unio n Jack, 
the paper whi ch wae l ooked upon as Sexton Blake• s own for ner.r l y 30 
yea1s . let when Yott come to think of it is quite beb .evnble for 
the re hnve been :Blake aut hors who were not bor n when some of the 
stories were written. An.d having just written that I've j u st 
spotted this in th o "J ost er & Wonder " , March 4th, 1905. Announcing 
t he start of "Sexton Blake, or, the Clique of Death " the following 
week, the Editor said, 

11Se1ton :Bloke was th e first and greatest detec tiv e whose adven-
turoe appeare d in My story po.por . li.:lny of these s t ori es, ord in-
ary detec t ive talos with Sexton Blake given as tho hero. Our new 
se ria l will be a snt£ni record of thi s King of Detcct i vea . 11 Now 
1·1 at id he me y a , I oncl r I seeing Blako only appea red . in 
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