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3rom the [ditor's ehair 
THE NORTHER!! SECTION MOURIIS AGAill: I t g,;-ie~s me deeply t o haw 
to announc e that the Jlorth ern Secti on O. B. B. C. ha s again lost, by 
death , a very popular member - Harry Sta bl es of Bradford, who died. 
on Septembe r 9th, <lg9d 67. 

His passing ao soon afte r tha t of JaDlt 1lunro c ame 83 a g,;-eat 
shock to me, for th e three o ~ us being of the asme generation , 
formed a little ' Clubette • of our awn. But , Harry was held in 
high regard by all who knew him, young sn<i old . He was a fe llow 
of st erlin g worth, generoua and good-na tured . - He would come a.long 
to t he meetings wit h a big ps.roel under his a.rm, almost to o big for 
him , con t aining paper s from b is oolleotio n he was about t o lo an to 
Jack J.lunro, '7hO TIOuld gr eet him m.th a bellllling llllile. 110'7 bo th 
my comrades have gone . I wonder if they have met again somewhere 
in the Unkn=. 

Since he died , I havo of t en pio tur ed him 8.8 we ea,;, him on the 
occasion he gave us hi s first talk. lie walked sor os s to t he 
tab l e , pre pared his not e s , th en start ed t he sp cooh in those qui ot 
t ones of him. He hadn't been tallcing long before we diaoovered 
• ••• 1,e llad a <i»ite \IJlexpeotod. gi ft of lleligl, 11.\illy ~ i. ... e ..... 
E.t,ry now and again he would slip in some drQll oomment , and a 
quiet mnile nould l igh t up his pal e features. 

Al t houch we lcn«1 he did not enjoy the best of heal th , '79 lie re 
quit e un aware tha t he ffllS suffering from the pangs of a dread 
disease. 

Harry was frail of body , bu t grea1 of heart . No one ever 
bear :!. him: speak a hnrsh 11or d of his f e ll o\7 =; 11; is indeed true 
t o say that 11' eve r a man deserved t o b e call ed a fine old English 
gentleman , tha t man woe littl e Harry Stables . 
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The eympath7 of all will go out to Mrs. Stables 1n her great 
l oss . 

• * * * * * ... 
IT ' S llRAlVIJIG IIEARElh Since I 111/0te last, I have received Roger 
Jenkins• ..,.ucle for the Annual "Those Beguiling Blue Gems". 
Gem.tee wi ll, I'll W88"r, decll<l'O they have been uell oatered for 
t h.is year. I won ft sq it' e bet ter than his smash hit last 7ear, 
but it's ae good • 

.And J . Breeze Bentley tells me that hie contributio n is to be 
called "Bob Cherey' a Romance". You will be able t<i guess the 
theme of that one. Yee, Hami ltonians you CBII loo k forrrard to 
Christmas . 

Thirdly, whilst 1n London Len Paokman handed me hie article -
"Comio Characte r s", a carefully compiled record of the contents of 
'comics • r1hen they were really 1oom1ce•. 

And there 's another important event l ooming up, the lOOth. 
number of the C.D. There'• only six montha to go . Whilst at 
Brighto n i t occurred to me it wouldn't be a bad id ea to have re­
vieus of other hundred t h numbers, the Gem, Ila.gnat, llell!On Lee, 
Union Jack, eto, The othe r fellous cordially "6'"9Cd, Vlh.at do 
others think? 

Barking back to the Annual, all goes wall, but I should liko 
to have al l th e orders ·in with the least poss ible dely. And aomc 

adverts. please. 

******* 
THE WAllllEREll'S RETURJh Ah me, my London holiday is over once more, 
I said before I aet out that I wouldn't mnd if it meant an eight­
een h<>ur day. l!y word, I underestimated it; honest! 

Invariably eaah year I get tw<> kinds of thrills, one, seeing 
ORce agai.u old ferniJ1er ftienda 7 the otber meting tbose whom pre,-
viouoly I had <>nly known thr ough corresp ondence . It was so onoe 
agai n. 

When I arrived at King's Croes, there was Len Packman waiting 
a t the barrier just as he has been for several ;years past. A ~"" 
minutes later ove r a cup of te a , he brough t out the progromma he 
had mapped out for 11\Y benefit . Phwl Then when Josie had joined 
us uo eel out for the Modern School at SUl:biton for a delight:l'ul 
evening with Eric F8,'Jle. 

Just before I l e fi hoae I received a l ette r from Toa Dobson 
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one of our Australian friends, who said ho had been to~ing this 
part of the world wt use leaving for holll6 on the 15th . Len saw 
to it that an appointment waa fixed for the. 14th. It uae lcept, 
and in lees than no time the thr ee of us were chat terlng like old 
cronies. You, know how it ie in thia f'rahrnit;y of ours. Then 
Lan took us on to the premises of Mandeville Publications, and 
Tom oame a,aay with the ner, Annuals ander hie =· He'll \le read-
ing them now someuhere on the high seas. !!On VO)'ag&, Tom. 

Then th ere was the birthday party at Len I s home on September 
15th. ~'here l ot and behold, I found Harry llavlor, my first :f'r:lend 
of t he hobby. That was a roal pleasant eurpriee. There too 

tYas an old oomrade, Charlie Wril!ht, and young Anihon:, llakor, whoa 
I had tho plensuro of lllfleting for the first time. 

There was nJ.so that familiar · rendezvous close to Liverpool 
Stroct Station whore yoar by year, Jumy Hunter and Erio Landy 
como along , both looking just tho same, for ell tho world as if it 
was n u oek l y meeting ine to:id of a yearly ona. There• s a real 
Gr<iyf'riare tou oh about all this I assure you. 

There were happy- evening meotinga, Jlob Jlly'the'B at Holloway, 
Ron Deacon• e · ou t a t Jllaok:boath, and tho old familiar rota nt 
Cherry Place, 17ood Gr<>en,wbore I was introduced to Frank Ley . 

fue l vo noon on another <L.i.y found us nt Baker Street to meet 
Mnraue Johnson for t ho first time , ubo oeoortod us into a noarb;r 
rcst11Urant . Msrcus told us afters,ards be had made some notes to 
make sure there rras somethinll to · talk about. !!& didn't require 
bis notes, needless to say. We parted at trio o•olock.1 if we had 
gono on till ten we shou ld. still have be en talking ! 

Cne ri ght good day na.e when I met George !:!all on f{at erloo 
Road at lunch time, went on t o seo Arthur Richardson at the llinis ­
tcy of Civil Avintion in t ho afternoon, @d from there on to t ho 
Marble .Arch t o moot Roger J'onkins for our usual marathon walk . 

A n= experience for me was a viai t t o the llritish lluseu11 
with the man t1ho is c. fnmiliar figure th &re - Bill Lofts. As he 
piloted me roand that Yast oath odral liko Reading Room I marvelled 
more than evor as to hOtY th e dio kons he dug out all that informa­
tion for the Annual. Talk about the patienno of Job! 

I've left until almost the end the Jlrighton meeting held t,his 
year r.t llill Jardine•s . What a delightful happy event it was . 
Unclo Jlenjamin will be telling you all about it; I'll jw,t sq 
there seemed almost sufficient :rood on th o tables to havo satisfied 
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the dele gates of a certain conference held rocently at the same r e­
s ort. A goneroue pa ir, .Bill end Clad¥s Jardine, 1o put it mi ldly. 

Lastly, my sincero thanks to John Shm1 for mclcing mo so oo­
f ort ab le througho ut 1111 st ay and to Len fo r an-onging a pr ograJ1111e 
which went off wi tho ut a hi t oh fi'om star t t o finish . Crammod as 
it was, eac h midnight fo1md me as fresh as paint , the fellow who 
was sent int o 11:reti.rement 11

• Ah well, th e War Office hasn't heard 
of the .Brothe rho od of Happy Hours! Au r evoir London. 

••***** 
MORE VISITORS TD YORlCt Shortly before my journ ey to London, 
Charl es Churchill and hi s bro th er Geor ge set out fi'om th eir home 
at Er:et er and travelled the roads to York to spend several dey s. 
The brothers , Jac k Wood and I had some grand times t oge t he r , 
Char le s and Jack both keen Leeites had pl ent y to talk abou t. 

And so ay list of t hose I have a,et grows lo nge r but i t 061l't 
gror, too l ong. 

Yours sino e:rely, 

III:ll.BERT LECKE!IBY. -
(Le eites will sign enviously owr this gr aphic descrip t ion of 

•· r eal find, I' 11 warr ant. H.L. ) 

STACKS OF NELSON LEES 

by C. L. Lettey . 

This is a story of Nelson Lee t r easure tr ovo . It is the 
story of perhaps the l arges t sin gl e hocrd of Nelson Lee s eve r t o· 
be discovered - fourt een a.~d a half year s compl ete run 1919 - 1933 
mid all ht good oond:1 t! un. 

Ironically en ough they were discovered by a J.ia8net collector -
mysel:!', who never (unt il la tely) apprecia t ed the Nelso n Lee. 

The story of th e discovery takes ma back two years . I had 
about a dozen copies of th e Magnet and very llttlo hope of ob taining 
sny more fo r I knew nothing about the C. D. and its litt le world of 
r ead er s and collectors . Conseq uently I was a lone M3gnet oolleo­
tar with no contacts suc h as I enjoy t oda,y • 

.Bristol doe s not possess many eecon d-hsnd magazine sho ps. It 
was alway-a t he same "No0 I r eceived when I inquired for Magnets . 
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lloweve r , one dey t he shopkeeper said "I had a gentleman call 
la.st week with a bundle of old boyst sch ool stories for sale. A 
complete yoar I believe for 1919 , but I turned them dorm" . 

Immediately- and unreaaonabl y t he th oug ht s truck me - "llagn e ts" ! 
But t hd sholllceepe r WB.B c,ne of those fellows who ere neve r r eal ~ 
sure about things . "At sn.y- rat e", he a.Beured me, "i t was a book 
ver y well knar,,n rrhen I mis a boy". This unoert ainty r,as · paralysing! 

"Can you tell me where thi s ge ntleman lives ?11 I said, hoping 
f or th e improbable. But here I '788 l uok;r. He kn""7 him to be a 
car et ak er at a ch urch in the di st r i ct. 

That clue uas importan t and I aoon Jcnooked up all th e church 
care takers in the neighbourhood, At last I came to the church 
of St. 1,1 -, and f ound my old gentleman . "Are they Magnets?" I 
aske d. 11Nou he sa id ut hey•r o Nelso:r;1 Lees and Ive got stacks of 
them all tied up in Qomplete ye ars" . 

My spirits fell. However, I am glad I had enough sense to 
step in side t o s ee th e Lees . !lo took me to a small roo m li ttered 
.-li th old hymn books and religious '7orks and the r e agains t the wall 
st ood · fifteen bundles of Nol son Lees all neatly tied in compl ete 
yea rs, al l in numerica l ord e:r! The discovery- of t his ho ard 
{January 1919 to the en d } did no t thrill me st the time. Of oourse 
l had read t he Lee as a boy and had retai ned a secret affeot ion for 
the no.me at any r ate. 

I could seo also t hat the old gentleman wi she d to sell . I 
bought the whole lot there anci then, impulsivol ;r as I of ten do, an d 
made him very happy wit h a fair prioe . (NQte, Sin ce t hen I 
admit I have sold them f or ~ co tho amount . At t ha t time I bad 
no id ea of old book valu es). 

Uy most urgent probl em was to get them home. Fcrtunate ly 
I haw a sna ll worksho p near the ohurch and I r eso l wd t o got the 
t1hole-l ot there at one got 

The olcj. car etaker got a largo s ack and the fifteen bundl es 
,vont ins ide. 

A passing you t h helped me with the burde n . Fourteen and a 
half years of llolaon Lees make a irory he avy load! Late r on I eot 
them home to ICing,mood carry ing two bundles at a time . 

Thie dieoovery must suro l;r haw been on o of the largest hoards 
unearthed at one time,. They had narrov l y escaped dostru otio n 
soveral t i.mes , I wns t ol d by th o oBrOtekor. furing the war the;r 
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were booked f or oalvag e but something had sav ed them. The churoh 
had been boabe d but still they had surviTed . 

The remainder of my stor y was told in the C.D. eqJDO Ume aeo, 
when I advertised the lot for sale (Do you remember?} . I sold 
them all to Neloon Lee fens and spent the prcoeeds on Maenets. 

The aftermath? Well , I have been reading an odd Nelson Lee 
or so l a tel y and have found them moat interesting. Indeed I al ­
most r egret selling the hoard! :&i:t now th ey are gono - to tho 
right homes at any rate, and I have no doubt th ey m.ll enduro mon;y 
a long year . 

lloral: It you are n Nelson Lee collecto r try huntine for 
Ma ets! 

BUJJ<JBJVa 
Conducted by Josephine Paclanan 

21 Archdale Road , East fulwioh 1 London , S. E. 22. 

In vie,r of 1he length of Blakiana this month , I must make my 
opening rellal'ka as bri ef as possible . 

In thi s issue I am publishing two verr interesting repli es to 
the letters on Anthon;r Persona and Pierre Quiroule, which speak fo>, 
themsel vea . Othe>, re p lies will appear in Blakiana narl month, to­
ge t her with another article b;y Herbert Leckenby &ntitled •.Befor e 
Tinkro, 1 8 Tille I • 

I regret I have not as yet bed tine to reed the curren t 
S. B.L I s and t herefore cannot sa., anything about . them. 

And now for the ' Blake Circle Quiz ' 1,esul t. 
I~ was decided b;y a panel of the !Ial:e Cirol'..b that points 

should be awarded fcrr every- question - or part of question - as the 
ease as:r be . For example: Question !lo. 2 • 3 points ; No. 4 • l 
point; !lo. 5 • 2 points, r.nd so on. For question No. 17 the meri ­
- num!itlr of points i s si:t , ai:l names being asked . Question No. 24 
has ll names • 11 points. 'l.'he total possible points is 57 . I 
should also ••ntian that i ho point• have been -a:rded otriot ly in 
agoord.anoe with the answers. ThUB, in BUOh ao question No. 2, if 
the answer wae given in the wrc,ng order , an;r thai are in their 
~~rreot plac e acore a point . 
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The winneri, are as follows 1-

lst \'!alt er Webb 
2nd F. Vernon LaT 
3rd (R.E . J . Rou.ee 

(w.H. BradaluPr 

54 points 
53 ~: 

As a result of this unforeseen tie, an early S. B. Librar7 has 
been sent to both Mr. Rouse and Mr . Bradehmr, an additional prize 
having been supplied by the Blake Circle . 

Finally, I "°uld like to thank all t hose who sent in their 
entries , and, as Jim l!erralls of Australia suggests, maybe we will 
have another quiz lat er on. 

JOSEPHIJ!E PAC!()(AN. 

*************" 
SOLUTION TO SEXTON BLAKE QUIZ 

1. Mrs. Gaffitey . 
·2. l.st . l{e...Vee; 2nd. Grii'f ; 3rd . Wallace Lorrimer. 
3. Griff. 
4. Barry ( or Topper) . 
5. Nigel Blake and l!ary Ann Cluppins ( or Berkeley Blake) 
6. C. H. Teed. 
7. Henri Garrock. 
8. Dr. Buxton Rymer. 
9 . Ysabel de Ferre . 

10 . Larry . 
11 . Fifette Bierce . 
12 . Lobangu. 
13. 1916. 
14. Dr. Satira. 
15 . Burt HiinOOh' 8 UU?18. 

16. Olga NaSDl;1th - slias Lola de Guise. 
17. Leon Kestrel; Fifette Bierce; Papa Bierce; Semiramis; 

J!adrana; Leasing; S!uln8hni .Tim; 11orinotte. 
18. Bill Withers and Georg e Wible,-. 
19. The Yellow Tiger; The Seoret of the Cooolltl.t Groves; 

Raiders Pa.et. 
20. 1913. 
21. The Case of the Jade-Handled !rni1'e . 
22 . John S!lli th. 
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23 . The CriJllson Conjuror, b;r Gwyn Evans . 
24 . lcymer ; Wu Ling; Zenith; Kestrel; Kew; T.iree l.lualce­

teers; Plmmer; llar;ir Tront; lsabel de Ferre; Yvonne; 
Uncle Gravea. 

25. 11. Poole ; M. Osborne; .A..Pa"lerson1 L. Jackson; 
H. l!a%well; W. li. Graydon. 

26. Mr. Jardine ( or Mr. Hunter). 
27. llubbl;r Water ( Ch..,pagne ). 
28. Mlriel IJarI. 
29. Kingsmere . 
30. 1926. 

------ooOoo---

THE fJi1Il1 EVANS STORY :B:r Herbert Leckonb:r 

Over five years ago in l!o. 29 of the C. D. I gave some extraote 
from C.VT. Shepherd' a abecrbing book "Let's Walk Down Fleet Street" 
concerning Gwyn Evans. Mr. Shepherd said Clwyn was quite a character 
in the Street of Ink and described him as "t all and dreamy, wispy , 
ethereal, and who died quite young, leaving a world in '7hiCb he a l -
ways aemned something of a atrange.:r. It was od d that euch a gentle 
poetical man ehoul d have been an author of Sexton :Blake thrillers, 
but he turned th mn out with incred ible facility , not onl y with in­
spiration but with bis abnormal speed on the typew,:it er". 

One of the stories about him I referred to briefl :r in that 
earlier number, but it really is so delightfully audacious that . I 
feel it is worth giving it in full jUst as Mr. Shepherd told it . 
Here then it is: 

11The beat story of Gwyn' a financial acumen conce rns the 
exploit of the Albert Memorial and the Hard-boiled F.gg. It 
ma;, seem trivial, but it is illustr ative of the odd, bo;n.eh 
am,d -..Moh belei,g 'lie •• -~ :Fleet street """'• Clo,yn1 who 
never needed money but elwqs wanted it; uho earned pl enty 
and apent about the same, was faoe to faoe mth one of the 
usual financial crises. It uas eaeential th at he should. 
have n fo11 guineas next m,ornin&• Ordinal7 ua.rs of getting 
tho money did not appoa.l to him, end ae you could the n buy 
hard-boiled eggs in buffets, Gwyn bough t one that evening . 
Thon aooompanied by a lady friend, he went to the Albert Mem­
orial and eat dawn on t he plinth steps, complete with bis hard­
boiled egg . 
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Next, he began t o toaa the egg fiom one hand to the other, 
keeping all the time a Gandhi-like composure. Meanwhile the 
lady \7ent to th e nearest policeman who happened to be just out­
side the· gates of Kensington Gardens. 

110h, O:f'fioer", she said, 0 there' e a man behaving iD m. 
extraordinary manner on the steps of the lfemorial • . 

"Nothing rea llJ' wrong, I suppose?" queried the polioeman, 
saying that he would go along in 8Dl" ease to see what it was 
all about. There he saw Gwyn otill tosaing hie egg to and f'ro. 
The Off icer oould not call to mind any law forbidding a man to 
do w:ti,,t he liked with a hard-boiled egg', even on the steps of 
the Albert llemori al, but, a s a small crard had gathered, he had 
to sq something. lie asked Gwyn what it was all about . 

"Viall, I happen to be l ong to t he Society for the Veneration 
of Ancient Monuments 11 explained Gwyn, 11a.nd es.oh year one of ue 
does this1 at a different monument of course. It was Cl eop atra ' s 
l!eedlo l as t yee:r . Sort of rite you know". 

The policeman could do nothing axcept tell Gwyn that he 
had been at it long eno\l8h to servo tho intentions of an;v 
Society born of man, end m>lked rmsy. l'lheroopon Gv,yn strode 
off with his egg, but only to the nearest telephone kioak, f'roa 
where he rang up the Daily - (No, I de:ren•t mention it! ) . 

"Gwyn Evans here . Good story. Chap on Albert Memorial 
tosaing a hard-boile d egg about . Some pecu liar rite ar some­
thing. What? No. I can't do the story eyself. Jluey on some­
thing olee, but you can send a man alon g. Ir the egg bloke 
has gone, your man can ask the nea.rest: ,policeman who was que .,_ 
tioning him 11hen I oamo to 'phone you ". 

This ie a norma l procedure when a newspaperman othe rwise 
enga!!"d. atum1>1oa """"'aa a ato"7• So al°"!! wo1>t tbo mall i':to• 
the paper. Ho had, of oourse , to .fall back on the constable 
for · the otory, which was oonfirmed. Furthermore it was prin­
ted, and ne xt morning Gwyn went l'Qund and reoeivod three 
guineas from a ·g:ratef'ul newspaper . 

,titer a ll , as Gvr,yn t ol d me when I di scuased the ethios 
of the affai:r ui th h:l.or, the:re actually had been a chap behavt,,g 
extraordinarily at the Uemorialt "• --

Well, tha t• s miat they oall making ne17s, I suppose. And 
those of us uho tn.... and delighted in the inimi t:ible stories he 
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wro t e could just imagin e hilll acting lik e that . A real Splnsh 
Page touch . 

And ther e 's the ot her story of anothe r occasion rrhen he r1as 
hard up. He 11r0te t he first and last chap t ers of a Saxton Bl nke 
st ol"J', then taking 8l'l old typescript , he mado a aand'7ich uhich had 
all tho nppearMce of a oompl oted st ory. Tho odito:r gl an ced a t it 
and gave him the ohi t to dr au th e all important oaeh. A day or two 
later he burst into the editor' a room fu ll of apologies, and ex­
plaining he had got all h1a copy mu:ed up handed over the complete 
new s t ory • 

Well, oome of his y erns did seem a little ha phazard and jerk;r, 
didn • t they? llaybe t hat was one of them. 

Alas , what a pity he died so young. If only he wa,, wri t:ing 
those stories now. Just fano:, if round about Chris tmast i de you 
could pick up a Sexton Blake Lib rary fr om. a books. ta ll w1 th a tit l e 
something like "The Case of t he Man Viho Stole Nelson's ColliDID." -
by Owyn Evans, a story which took us t o Baker Street with Blake, 
Tinker, Pedro, Spl ash Page , Inspector Coutts and the Berde lli81118 
of the devoted landlady . 

Dear Mra. Pa~, 

42, West Bond Str ee t, 
Macclesfield, Cheshire . 

ldr. Cook's grand article on Anthony Parsons in this month'• 
C. D. an ... ers a l ong-fe lt wish of mine to know mare about my favou­
rite 61.lthar - of today, tha t is. I was not greatly ourpriaed 1hat 
he knew so little of Sexton Blalce, when he 081D0 to urite about hil111 
ra the r have I often wondered how he ceme to be writing tiotion at 
all - considering his arm;y pos ition. The great thing about A.P. 
ie that the majority of oases he rep orts are worthy of Blake , 

- -..Ji ich is more than can be said about hia C>ther oJuooniolera . 
Pointe th at occur t o me after readin g this article a:re1-

( l ) It is a pHy that the Amalgamated Preas gives no more = orm­
stion t o the would-be ohron1c1er than "The same Cent ral Char­
acters are invariably used" and for him "to familiarise him­
self mth the personalities of thos e " . After 60 years, ·surely 
some sort of gui de-book should be available. (One oould oite 
the trouble the B. B. C. goes to with their characters, and none 

fi:! ~i?~.i~fi~ There is always a howl of protest after 
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(2) Looking back on the last twenty yeare, one doeen•t find the 
S.B.L . often using • oharaotere• - it was mainl,y ill the wealcly. 
And thi.a I think answers the question of wh1' the Library 
doesn't use them toda¥ it has never been part of policy. I 
expect it was thought tjiat the reader "'°uld feel oheated U 
the criminal e .eoaped at the end. Not so vii th the weekly-, 
where thero was a q1.Jielcer 'follw-up •. 

(3) ilriters in the •c. D.• often comment on the 'ell.ck , .!!!!!~' 
in the s . B. L. today-, but is it? I think rather from ohoioe 
this was forced upon it by the reduction of pages from 100 to 
64. Incid ent ally-, W. Tyrer never seems to have got used to 
this ; notice th e rusted ends to his oase-boo:ts. It has meant 
all 'padding' 11111st go - and I •11r afraid Pedro supplied quite a 
bit of that. Let me be honest, 111Uoh ae I liked the faithful 
hound, he just doeen • t tit into the aoene today- - not that 
provided by the present ]?and- of authors, anyway-. Inferiar 
though the present S. B. L. is, I suppose we muat think ~ 
selves lucky that this unique series •till survives, that 
Blake has not become a ' epaoe- •teo', or his oases be related. 
in 'strip I form in the Library - which I believs was onoe 
discussed. 
I reoentl;y read Pierre Quirou1e' a last case--00ok: ( 691) "The 

Missing Envoy" but oan•t sa,y I was parUcttlarly •struck• . Perhaps 
it waen•t really representative. Anyway-, en Mr. Fay-ne•e enthua­
iaatic note I shall ce rtainly l ook up -azy-oopies b;y this antho.r and 
see it we are in a.grewent . The Sexton Blake field being suoh a 
vast one to th e research er, I suppose there will always be acme 
part of it •neg lected•. 

Quite a few foreign •s.B.L. • covers were illustrated in the 
early issues of the 'Detective 17eelcl;y• . 

I th.1.tlk Parsona' latest base-book is outstanding tor tea.'Eiiitig 
Sexton Blake ri ght the way through from the first page. Uaually­
he lets the case develope before b~ Blake in. 

Sincerel;y , 
DEREK FORD • 

••••••• ...................... lfll 

Dear Josie, 

42, .Ashbridge Street, 
St. liarylebone, London, N.W. 8. 

I must COIJ82'atulate you on the very interesting articles in 
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BlakiaD a thia month, an d would lik e t o r eply to aome of tho contri­
butors. 

Firat ly re garding Anthony Paroons . I was really most aston­
i shed to ro ad that Pars ons nner read Jx>.r• s tories nor bought bo:,s 
papers as "bo :, himse l f, for this t otal l:, contradicts a let ter I 
""" wri tten b:, him same time ago . In it be s b. t ed1 

•Although l neve r bought 'Bl akes I or read thea as a bo:, , ,q 
t as t e in those days ran more to Claud Duval , Dick: Turpin &nd J aok 
Shepp&rd. No sch ool stories f or me, C>l oak and 8170rd stuff wns '11¥ 
meat' • 

The rest of the ar ticle I agree wit h wholebeartedl :,. Antho n:, 
Par sons (who is a tal l, dark, good-looking man) has most cartainl;t 
writ ten more '10rds about Blake t han an:, other author =i t ing 1oda:, 
in the S.B'. Librar:, . Until Le\ns Jac kaon and Gilbe rt Chester r&­
tire d some years ago they '17er e in the l eod. Ro::r fu>.rdinge must be 
a olaee eeoond . 

It ~p eaks volumes for the edit or 's policy and fi ne management 
of the S.B. L. that the Library is still runnin g tod ay, whil s t other 
Li brary publioat i C>ns have lOl'.lg sinoe finishe d. How many re ade rs 
knO\V that the pres ent edi t or of the s. B. L. is t he same man o,ho was 
in t he chair '7hen the firs t s.B .L. was published in 1915? Be has , 
I believe , been wi th the A. Press fo r over 50 year s. A moat wond.er­
f'Ul record of sucoese and aohievemen-t, and ane whioh wil l never bo 
equalled (as far as the s . R.L. is concerned) . Readers who (like 
myself ) delight in the Bl ake ;yarns of yes t erd &J' ~ remember that 
authors of presen t B'lake :rams must aubmi t stories &a l aid down b;y 
the poli cy of the A. Press . Jlobody oan t each the A. P. their busi ­
nes s. If the;y thought the old tn,e of yarns would sell t oday as 
th ey did years ago, one oould w889r they would publish th em as so on 
aa possible. There is no aen i iJXJent in busine ss - or ver y ll tt l e . 
TOO DUOh sent l.J#ent woul d soon mean •no business * (H.L. PliaS& note!) 

Cine last word about J.ntbony Pareorus . I r ather like hi.a 
sto ri es , especiall;y about the far Eo.st. I can 110uoh for the cor­
reotnass of details in such stori es, ae I have b·een out. Eo.et m;yeelf 
for oewral yearo. There i s no dotlbt t hat if he contimws to turn 
out :Blake sto ries as he h&8 done in tbl pe.st , he wi ll soon have 
written more words t han £!.!. ot her e.utbor known (his wor k t o i.l:lclude 
that in Pl uck , Deteotiva Weekly , .Union Jack , liarvel , et c . e tc . ) 

And n"'{ in reply to Eric Fayne I s l et t or on Pi erre QuirOule 
(W.W. Sayer) . I &gree entiralz wit h his prais e of this bri lli ant 
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author, but l must sta. t e tha.t ha ha.a not been neglec t ed in the 
Blakiana s ection of the C. D. He has been mentione d and artic l es 
writte n about him f'ro• time to t ime . C. D•s No. 4 and SO oontained 
qu it e l engthy articles about him. 

I reme mber se~ing a let t er written by him It long t ice 118", in 
which he ssid: • I used to think r,ry Blake etorie s were very orude 
when I first started a s a 'fros- l ance writer • and I like to forgot 
them". 

The 'ro l ling s tone 1 ia no,v an Inn Keeper aomehwere in Susse x , 
I believe . '1Riders of the Sands" was, to my mind, a mast erpiece of 
desoripti ve writing by him. 

Yes, Pie r re Qu.iroule was a brilliant author of Blals:e st ories -
far above the pl an ~ of many ot her authors I could name. 

Last l y, with z,,gard t o Herbert Leckenb;r ' s postscript on the 
back page . This gives some sort of confirmation t ha t thore was 
another Sexton Blake in existence before the one ao well -known." 
Readers will no doubt remember ,:ry offer of il O for a cow ot " Sext on 
Blake, Inves t ii,ator" (18 7 4) , this beil;lg 19 ,years earlier than tho 
first Balk e story kno,rn . (See c.D. No. 85) . Des pite rq offer an d 
ov,,r a year's research amongst the old: periodicale at t he Briti sh 
l!useum, no further ol ue hna oome to ligh t regarding this •other 
lllake' . 

Sin ce r ely, 
Rill . (w.o.G. LOFTS) 

AVAILABLE 11ost ·~ Gema, 1930- 1940, others from 1907. l!!!!!2!!. 
Lees , 1925-1933, also 1917-19 19 . Union Jacks 1906- 1916 , 19B --1933. 
Sexto n Blakes 1917 -1 946 . Colleotora Digest, C. D. !nnua:la , compl e te 
runs. HolidBjY !nnuals 192 1 1 .1923, 1927, 1931 ; 1932 , 1936-1939 . 
S. O. L. most issues 200-411 . Populars 1912- 1917 , 1926- 1930. !!:!Z!. 
Friend Weakly . Long·Jhms 1902- 1914, Others 1915-,1926. Boys Replp 
Long Runs 1911-1 915, 1919 -1 926. !!!!:Ytl!!. 1897 -1 922 . Boys Frien4, 
Li br arz 1907 ..J.940. ~ .1896- 1903. Boys Magazine 1922 - 1930 . 
Dilll!lOnd Libr arz 1918-1920 . "Ol dt imers ": Cherles Peaoe , ~ 
Woman, hmale Bluebe ard, Sllaan Hopley, Bl.ind Beggar of l!ethn al 
Green. SaUsfactio a Guaran t eed . Fl.n-thsr Details gl ad.l7 sup plied 
( S. A.E. Pleas e ). E<cha.nge sugge s tions wel oomed. 01'1'ers of Boob 

r~i; ,,~ "~ ... ~~ .. ~ ... ~.~.~~.~4~.,, .. ,.,t''. .. ,,~~:l: .... .?47.,,i'.fill~.\W~JW~· .. .J!Qmr.I. .. Sl! 
~'£!!COPIES OF CHIPS BETilEEll IEABS 19 14 and 1920 (inclusi ve ) 
Good condition only . 2/ 6 EACR OFFERED. L. P /,CJa.',ll, 2"/ ARCHDALE 
ROAD1 EAST DUL\1ICI!. LO!liJON, S.E 1 22. 
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Compiled bz l!ERBmT LECICEm!Y 

Ill THE SEATS OF THE lfiGIITY, niring one of the meetings recentlJ' 
of the British Assooiation, that annual gathering of learned and 
dignliied scientists, a discussion took place relative to the merits 
and demerits of the fat and the thin mmbers of the younger gener­
ation. And .,, sn example of the stout ones, the name 1Bill.7 
Bunter • f ell fro• the lip s of thoas grave gentl-n . Fanc;r tha t 
n01r. In the haly oon days of the J.lagnet one would h&ve scoffed at 
the idea of suoh a thing happening at such a gathering . Quite 
possibly though, quite a number of those profeesors )m>d G:re;rfriars 
in their youth. 

~ite a number of tho newspapers playe d it up; the •Manches­
ter Guardian ' for instance spread across ~ columns - "B:Uly 
Bunte:r (and Bessie) Vindicat ed" - "Tho Future 1o t he Fat" • 

• .. • * * ....... 
l!ARRY WRARTOJ! Ill TROUBLE: Harry Wharton has been in the news too 
fo r a youth of that name was inspired to sink in flames a minature 
of the 'Queen llaey-1 at a carnival at Knaresborough, Iorkshire. J. 
spokesman for the Cunard ComptmT -.as • appalled' at the idea, and 
mode it publicly- Jcnom,. Harry gracefUll;r aband oned h1a plans. ----TRE VICAR'S ERROR: The Rev. Deeys Aston of Bro ckmoor, Staffs. 
slipped up badly recent}T. Atta<lking the modern habit of Iong ­
winded phrases for si11ple things like nuonomis t for chi.omeT sweep 
and rodent operativss for rat oatohera 1 he invented a phraae of his 
owu - he called them "BillT Bunterioma". 

Well, well, poor old Bunter has been guilty of many orimes, 
but he """ wronglT accused this time, and fans of his in the dis­
t riot aoon made the Vioar aware of it. 

Jack luoas of the •Binli:nghaD Gaz<1tte• .note an entertaining 
column on the sub je ct on September 8th . 

On September 26th the • Sundq Express• carri ed a headline 
across six oo lUIDD8J "Prince Willi• gets a Bil.lz :&mter collar.• 
It referred to Princ,e William of Gloucester who has just gone to 
Eton and it was stated he would haft "the high Eton oollmr that 



Billy Bunter al'f/03"5 wea.rs11
• 

Now here ' s the revi ews of th e mo Annual s in Gerry Allis on ' s 
be s t style . It will be note d that "Billy B\mtor •s Oml" is dorm 
to 8/6 d, an d Len Pacla!ian and I nere told m,on we oolle d at MMde­
'rille Publications tha t ••Tom Merry• s Cwn" will f ollor, suit nerl 
year . 

TWO N EW A NNU AL S 

" '!'OM MERRY' S C\'IN" . l.WIDEVILLE PlJBLICA'l'IOJIS 10/ 6 
"llILL Y BUNTill' S OON. MANDEVILLE PUBLICATIONS 8/ 6 

Revie<ved by CIBRY ALLISON 

"I say, you fel l or,s, he I s done it aga.in ! " Here they a.re once 
more, t hose amazin g one-man Annuals, Tom Merry' e and Billy Bunter ' s 
Oom, · and as ·good as ever. With Frank Richards, Martin Cliff ord, 
Ralph Redwa.Y, Hilda Riohards, and Uncle Char l es Hamil ton and all! 

Beau ti:fUlly U lust rat ed by c. H. Chapman and R • .r. l.!acdonald 
~ose o l d fr iends . The cove r s are delightful, whilst the inside 
pictur es te.ke us ri ght back t o the days of the Magnet and Celll. 
Many, many thanks to this great-trio , and espeoially t o Charles 
Hsmilton, the C. O.M, of bo;y1s · stories. 

Bot h book s are wonder fu l, the onl;y anomaly being tha t Ton 
Yerry is fa!ter t han Billy Bunter , which eeems impossi ble . I · 
cannot describe the entire contents of th es e Annuals · in detail , . 
bu t here i s a brief list of t he good things in side th eir cove rs, 
We have a ll our old fa vourites, ex cep t ( alas) RookJl'ood. And what 
a feast the r e i s . Besi des lo ng stori e s of St, Jim 's and Greyfriars 
see below , we have yams about the Rio · Kid, Jack of all 'l'rades 1• 
Jimm,Y Mccann an d Righ Coombe, Ken King, Fe l ga te Schoo l 1 Cliff "<>use, 
etc .. , etc • 

. Here are shor t account s of t he pieoe-de~esi stanoe in eac h 
book . 

In Billy Bunt e r• s Own we have "The Right 'n,ing" . 88 P88" S• 
Here Ho.rcy Wharton is once more in Mr. Quelo h ' e bad books, and acts 
according l ;y, An excellent story , wit h the faniliar rescue from 
drowning in one of those wic ked li t t le tri butarie s of t he Rive:r Sark , 
Surely there never were sucb dangerous st reams. 

"From Foes to Frie nds 11
• 81 pages , in Tom }4erry' e Orm stare 

~d ew, llannere 1 and Manner s Minor . J. f ine, dramat i c stor;y wbic>h. 
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I enjoyed illlneneely , One of those tales whioh the editor or the 
old papers used to describe as 1 powerful' . 

In a foreword to Bill;r Bunter' e o.m, our author says , - "Jlany 
year s '4!Q - JDOre than h e really oares to remembar - Fronk Rie>harda 
adopted a me>tto from Horace, "Carmina non pr:iua audHa v:irgin:ibua 
puerieque canto!" If I dare riek l!r, Quelc.li • s wr at h, I would con­
strue th:is into eomethitlg l:iks, 

'These oongs I a1i,g for girls and boya, 
New songs no1: beard before• . 

Well, we boys and girls of all ages will surely welcome the s e 
brand.-new · stories of all our dear ol d favouri te s, and will wiah 
their auth or lll&IIY, many happy returns, and all our love, 

-----ooOoo-----

POTTED PmSONALITIES NO~ 6 (Second Series) 
Horaoe Coker: 

Coker of the Fti'th, like spinac h, asparagus, and s alad ore am, 
is an aoquired tast e , You either like him as an occasional tasty 
morsel, . or you dislike him intenaely, It m:!J!bt be trne to say 
that he is ?&ry wel come in amall doses, but tha1; too much Coker can 
beoome Tery tedioua. Nevertheless, he is a clever pieoe of char­
acter painting, of necessity somewhat larger tha.'> life, t boll8h not 
too muob so , We have all met th e ty_pe of pe rson who is so thiok­
ek:inlled that it is illpossible to pe:rce his •I§>, 

Coker has chan ge d very lit tle down tbl'Ough t he yee.rs , In Red­
oover days he was ill the Shell, until Allnt .Judy bullied th e llead 
into promoting billl to the Fifth; he ran hie own amateur d:r"""1.tio 
soci e ty; be put up the COKER CUP for football oompeti tion; hie 
noeo was seriously put out of joint when his young broth er, C()!(ER 
YINCR, came to Greyfriars and 11as put into t he S:iitb, It is mM;y 

;yearo oinco mo baft lloa:rd of llogeie Cc,ks.,, ee lie i,.,., Jll'OO .. »~ 
Greytr io.rs , 

In more recent timee, we have aeon Horace at h:is most 8llte:r­
taining Viban he has boan at "war" m th l!r, ~ut, "" hos , hnppaned , 
on more than one occasion . Vlho oan forge t such jolly romps as 
"WIIO PUNCHED PROO'l'?" when Coker threatened 1" pun ch his forD-a1aeter 
and was su spected d: havin g done so, or "FOOL'S llJCK", when he 
blundered in snd sav ed l!r, Prout from a spot of blackmail, 

Coker play e d a fairl;r big part in the famous Lllncaate:r ae;ries, 
ono of the Magnet• a greate st half-dozen

1 
and ag aill in tlx> Ca£f)n 
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aeries, an outstnnding s et of Coker etorios. 
Harr y Vlhnrton & co. · a.ro usually shown at daggers drmrm with 

th e solf--aatis fic d Cokor, but th e Co. h.,vo spent at loest tw o 
Christm3S o s at Cokor• s homo in distant days . Apa.rt from llarcy 
Whnrton, Buntor, ond Vernon-Snith , I rather doubt whethe r any Clrey­
friars f ellov, has starred moro r egu lar ly over th o ye a.re. 

In one wq, in fact, Coker beats th e l ot . Not even Bunter 
hims e lf can have featlll."ed more often as tb e 0 guest arti s t" in the 
r ival Hamil ton st ories . Seldom did Tom llerry or J:lmrlzy-Si l'ler go 
car avannin g , or sailin s the Thames, or touring without meet ing 
Coker, Potte r, and Gr eene - vtith pai nful re 3Ult s for Hor ace. Tom 
Merry and Co. even ran into Coker in Italy. 

Coker, l ike Bunte r, suffered fr om be i ng imitat ed. Grund¥ of 
s t . Jim's and Gunner of Rookwood wer e c learly modell ed on Horace, 
wi thou t marked suc ces s. Few would cla im t ha t the St . Jim ' s story 
or th e Rookrrood story woul d have 1o s1 anythin g at all if Gruncl;y· and 
Gunner had never been invented . Like the odi 0\18 Baggy Trimble, 
they \70N really weak spots in superb histories . But t ho one and 
only !Joker has played a r,orthy part in Greyfriors hist ory , and, in 
fact, Groy:f'riars m. th out Coker ,rould be like llt>mle t m. th out th e 
Prince. 

* * * .. * * '* 
DO YOU REiID!BER? By Roger !.!. Jenkins 

No. 4 - Gem No. 7r( 
A hars h and unpopular master was always a va lu able asset t o a 

f ictional schoo l , and St. Jim • a was doubl y fortuna te ( or unf ortun a t e 
accordine to ono 1 s point of view) in possessing two such masters, 
!,Ir. Rat cliff , and llr . Selby . 

Al though t he r e were a number of fine stories =it ten around 
lk>, Re.telitt, e.ne 8ltlrftOt at1eid ttie attapicion tha t. he was 1eully 
only a car ica ture. We ar e t old t ti,,t Ur . Ratcliff was a suspic io us 
an d mean-minded man who dislik ed Figgins for his frank and open 
honesty of che rao te r. Thia was alright so f.ar as it went, but it 
di d not r e ally ex plain all of Hr . Rat cliff ' • tyralUQ'. Mr. Selb y, 
on th e ot he r hand, as Master of th e Third, sufi'ered con atMtl ;y and 
c ont inually bot h fr om ind ige stion and from the high spirits of llis 
form , and it is no wonder at all that a man who was inclined to b e 
over -<JUspic ious should become so bad tempered and irritable at 
~:1E,ding that so mony of his suspicions vex:e in fAAt j1i, ti t ied Tbe 



varying traits in his nature were never ao entertainingly displayed 
as the:, were in Gem No.797 (rep rinted in Schoolboya 1 Cwn No.344). 

The Third Form had decided to buy their form master a birlhdq 
present, in an effort to soften his heart . A.a Wally D• .63:0Y said, 
wild bea sts could be cured by kindness, and Reggi" Manners added 
that even murderers had been tno1111 to have aome good qualiti&s . 
Tr:llllble advised them to luy Mr. Selby a large birthday cake, which 
would have the dual advantage of touching Mr. Sel b:, 1 s stony hear\ 
and also in all probability would be given back to then to eat! or 
OOUl'se, the scheme went wrong. Unbekn0<1Det to the Third, Trimbl<1 ate 
the cake and filled the box with newspapers e.nd a brick. I.Ir. Selb:,­
was convince d it was a disrespectful trick on the part of hie form, 
and caned the1> all round. The story ended thtlB 1-

"From the.t dreedf\11 hour 1bere was no ..,ggeetion in the 
Third of taning Mr. Selby by kindness . Kindness, evidently, 
was waste d · Clll him, and the Third returned to their old method s. 
That night, when the Third Fo:rm--J.!a.eter sought his room, a be« 
of !I.oar descended from the top of the door upon hie 11eary heed, 
and the terrific yell that rang out from Jir. Selby brought oo._ 
fo rt and solace to listening ears in the Third i'orm dormitory.• 

Thie was Charles llanilton at his beet and ilr, Selby at hi.a 
worst, the recipe for mm:, a fine story about St. Jim 's. 

- ----ooOoo---

!HE ILLUSTRATIONS Ill TEE "!.!AGNEJ'" . l!'i' ANTHOllY P. BAKER 

J.B a rule, few adult novels are illus tr at ed . Illustrations 
seem to h'1 considered as worthy only of children' e book a. That the 
authOr' s own description should be ... rricient1y vivid and the reader 
eui'ficient~ imsginative not to need them is, I euppose, the obvious 
lll'!!lll"8Bt. Jet, ta .., fi."8 illl'8bat.i...,. ad.Ii 110110th:l.ne si.a.:l>. c1noot 
othernioe be :found however excellent the author, for they- are an art 
in themsel.,..e. Haw many great works have been made greater-, because 
tbe author•• worlc has been BOC<llnponied by that of an artist of 
equnl merit? There are, to ll1)' mind, throe outstanding examples 
which prow this poin t. fuet, Sir John 'l'enniel' s l'IOrk in "Alice in 
Wonderland"! seoondl;y-, that of Sydney- Paget in the Sherlock Helmes 
stories in the •strand"J and, thirdly, that of C.H. Chapman and 
Leo.mrd Shields in the "L!agnet•. 

The "ilaa,,et" was, of OOUl'oe, a bo:,a paper, but the substantial 
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number of olde r rec.dare qould not loak upon tho illustrations as 
unnecessary, though few authors, if aey, have excelled Frank Rich­
ards f powers of deso :ription. Rather, they would see in t bem-finer 
points which would eaoape the notice of the majorj:t,T . C.H. Chapman's 
wo:rk was an int egral , indeed, when it had beoome established, a 
bas i c part of the famous paper. 

Mr. Chapman and hia colleague were successful because they 
possessed the two obviously necessary qual.i ties of being able tn 
port ray charnctera and background . In the former, !Jr . Chapman s ·tanda 
nlmoat unrivalled in his class . Frank Richards, with all his gen ius, 
cou ld not havo given us quite suoh a masterf'ul picture of Bunter, 
without C. 11. Chapmon' s collaboration. It took several years for the 
Fat OV7l's final form to be reached, as it were, but the artist's 
eventual creat i on iB incomparable . The broad check trous ers, t he 
bursting wai stcoa t, tho bO'lt tie and tho pllllllp face, on which the 
ar tiot could portmyabs olutely any expression, all dominated by the 
largo pa.ir of spootaoles •..• that's th e wonderf'ul pi cture that Mr. 
Chapman has given us of Frank Richards • creation . Even the epec,"t­
acles are unique, being a sort of egg -shap ed pi.nz-nez variety, ye t 
they somehow blend perfectly! Phiz' s illustrations of the fat boy 
in the "Pickwick Papers" are abs olut ely nothing compared to those 
of Bunter. 

So does C. H. Chapman give form to Frank Richards other char­
acters, alwa;'s al:actly corresponding to the author• s descr:tpti0ll8

1 
yet o.dding that touch of his own which mo.kea h.is work ao invaluable. 
What is there to compar e .ii th his pie ture of the stern faoed, g,._ 
lot eyed I.fr . Quelch, the hard deoi si ve features of the Bounder, the 
hefty, overbe ar il)g Coker, or the portly and pompous Prout? llore ­
ovsr, un lik e R.J. Maodonal.d, Mr. Chapman has succee ded in giving 
each individual in the leading groups o. fe.co of his own. I oan 
Picture quito clearly in my mind the fsoe of each member of the 
Famous Five , while the Terrible Three and Blake cl: Co. tire muoh lees 
distinct. 

Tho background to the ''Magnet" illustrations is al.ways equal ]7 
successful, thus showing tho ch ara cte rs to their best advantage. 
Whether at school, in the form roan, or a maater•s study, or the 
"Rag" , or th e qusd; whether out in the Kentiah coun tryside, in 
tho lanes or on the river, Hr. Cha.,man s eems to me to be just aa 
vivid . Even when the scene is abroad, he ne,u,ly alWa;'S seems to 
ca ptur e the atmo sphere, which is no easy task . And if a picture 
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does capture th e atmo sphere , ea those in the"llngne t " do, almQet 
without exception, then surely it hae fulfilled ita function. 

Anyone who has been for a holi day on the Thames, and who tiw11 
opens one of the "Magnets" in the "Water -Lily" Series will f in d that 
Yivid cemorieo are brought back, not only by the s t or y itse lf, but 
also by th e ill ustration s . 

Doubtles s an art ori tic would find a number of faults with the 
"Magnet" i llw,trations. Perh aps fortunately in 1his respect, I -
no art cr itic , and to me the ill uat r atione have all that is necess­
ary for setting off Frank Richerds' otorie s. AB a fina l example <If 
t his, "" can take the Greyfriu s stories on television. !Then the 
series WBII planned, the r e wea no question - t hanks to C.H. Chsp mads 
vivid illustrations -- of how the characters or setting should ap­
pear, but merely !!!!!. ahou ldpl.q the par ts , Indeed, may I go so far 
ea to say tha t, withou t C. H. Chapman' s wor k in tie "J.lagn, t", I -
inclined to doubt whetler Frank Richards' st ori es ...ould ever have 
appeared on T. V. 

AVAILABLE: ~ 1918--22 , 1932-40; ~ 1916--22, 193.5-40; 
Populara, 1917-23 1 llarwls 1918-22; Sext on ID.akee 2nd and 3rd. series; 
Nel son Lees, Jll8llY numbers, 1924--331 Aldine l!uff alo Bille (ear ly 
st or ies) 1914 onwards, over 100 iss ues, slao TB.I'iOUs 1920, ~ 
Robin Hoods, 19021 40 numbers ildine Dick Turpin& 1902. Monst er 
Library, No.171 Greyfr iars Hol id a,y Annuals; Boys I Friends; Boys' 
Real.ms; Adventur es ; Rovers, etc. etc. Original let Engliah 
edition (ioBUed in parts 1852 ) of Uncle 'tom's Cabin, offer. Sibl oYB 
AJJtrol og 1796 , nearly 500 .P88•s, 8 plates , published in 60 numbers 
price £5 . ?J,,ny simi lar rsr e i teme . l et vol. of bound numbers of 
Vanity Fair, wit h plates , offer . Photography, Railwey, Fil.Jo, Al!leri­
oan Mage. Crime, etc . Satisfaction guaranteed, s.A.E . please fo r 
all enqu:b i ee. 
~ : Certain Penny Blood s! Sext on Bl akes (pr e 1935 ) ; Union 
.Tacke, Nelson Leea 19 15-211 Best prices paid . il l types Cigarette 
~ fo r sale . ROXALD ROUSE, 3 ST. Ll'XlNARDS TERRACE, GAS RILL, 

Jl()Jl'.':t.~I,,,~~· ,,,,.,,,,,,., .... ,.,,,,,,.,.,.,,.-,,.-.w .. ·w·,,,, .. ,,,.,,, ... ,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,.,,, .... ,,,.···,·.,.,, .. ,,,.,,,,,,,,,,, ... ,, 
5/- each of fered for the following in good condition - GEMS 582.586 . 
KAGNEI'S 739 . 795. 1003. 1004, 1011. 1013. 10150 1024 . 1027, 1 028 . 
1034. 1047 . 1114 . lJ.42. 1154. 1177. 1215. 1223. RO<ml JE!!KlllS, 
"'l'IIE FIRS" , EASTERN ROAD, IIJ.VANT, IIANl'S. 
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OlD BOYBJ BOOH CLUB 
LONDON SECTION: The recent articles by Jack Wood on the SUsse x 
countryside were recalled to all those who underto ok the journe y 
to the St. Frank• s country on the occasion of the September ueeting 
a t Woodingdean, hosts Bi ll and Gladys Jardine. Whilst the majorit7 
of the party elected to go by the open top bus alon g the f:ront w 
Rottingdean and then by further bus to Woodingdean via Ovine,iean , 
that stalwart of the Nelson I.<ie clan, Bob Bl ythe and m;yaelf thought 
that the wnllc would bo better . Howe...,r all enjoyed t he joun,e7 and 
Bannington and Bell ton were conjured up by the chsrming villages 
passed . Arriving nt our destination, the bus travelle rs getting 
there first, we walkers found that we were not the last as Chair ­
man Len had gone off with Harry llomer to discuss matters about th e 
forthcoming Blak e Circle meeting. A l ordl.y luncheon repast uas 
indulged in and wit h plenty of time fo r conversation until the 
meet ing starte d at 4 p.m. A map o f the St . Frank• s and St • .Tilll' s 
countryside we.a on one of the walls whilst other suitable pictures 
etc . were on the others . Host Bill had prepared a very fine quiz 
about the two afo r ementio ned schoo le and it was good to s ee Charlie 
Wright in the first pl ace with Bob Blythe seco nd and Bob Whiter 
third. CA1r Len was fourth in this very fine quiz. A fine im­
promptu talk by Bill Jardine was thoroughly enjoyed · and tt con­
cluded wi t h Bill giving his three faTOuri t e 8llthors, viz. Frank 
Richard s , Edwy Sear l es Brooks and (),vyn Evans . Oar Herbert, who 
was with us , also gave a short impromptu talk which also '7aa tho r­
ough ly anjoyed . The s tudy fee d was a deli ght nnd all t o quickly 
came t he time to return to Brigh ton st ation . On t he way to the 
atatio n 1 tho lights of llril!'hton ..,..,1 He...., ffl>re riOffed and enjo;re<l. 
Thus ended th e first Woodingdenn visit nnd our gratefu l tb llllks 
must go out to the hoot and hoatees for such o. grnnd t ime . 

If ext meeting of the olu b will be a t Wood Groen on Sunday, 
Octobe r 17t h, 4 p.m . UNCLE BENJAJ!Il!. 

* '!'":** **** 
IIORTHERN SECTION l!EEU NG, 239 HYDE PARK ROAD, LEEDS, SEPTEMBER 11t h, 

l9.2i 
Thero was an excellen t att cmdo.nco, but unfortuna t elJr for t ho eecond 



~~~~~~~~~~~-1279\--~~~~~~~~~~-

meeting ill atcceasion it opened on a sad note, for we had to mourn 
the passing of anoth er ..,mber, lovab le Herry Stables. Chairman 
J. Breeze Bentle:,-, in a f"" well-ehoa on words , paid tribute and all 
stood in re apeot:!lll silence for one minute. ·As I have said in sy 
chat, he will be greatly miSBed. D..iring the afternoon, Gerr:,­
Alliaon, Norman Smith and 11;yself ca lled on Mrs, Stables and she 
told . us Harry had told her often how much he enjoyed the meetings. 

After the u sual business had been got tlu'Ough, J . Bre eze 
Bent l ey started the readi ll8 of that oontroversial 'ila8'1et 1 star:,-, 
"A Very Gallant Gentleman", the stol')' so.., consider the very be st 
of the "substitutes" and othe rs that it ia not at all in the Gre7-
tr iars tradition. Whether or no, it seemed t o go down quite well 
end it will be completed next JllODth. 

Following ref reshme nts, we got down 1x> one of Gerry• s card 
games, ' Stand up J!unter•. Duo to the faot that there ,oore quite a 
lot of 1t1hite lies • about, lhmter 11aa often on hie foot. 

Next moating October 9th 1 11hen another good attondnnco is 
hoped for . 

H. LECKENBY, 
Northern Sootion Gorrespondont . 

Mll!SEYSIDE SECTION l.!EErING. SUNDAY, 12th SEPl'IlJBER1 Cnco again 
there was a good &ttendance at this meeting w1 th all the regulars 
present, and "ready for ac tio n", The Seoretal')', havill8 dealt with 
the minutes, etc . , the chairman discuseed various club and section 
.... ttera, which inol uded a proposal to advertise once again in the 
local ps;per with a view to attractill8 new ioombers , and it ie hoped 
we shall obtain as satisfactory a response as when 110 pre viou sJ.7 
advertised. llext aonth will be our annual meeting, which "111 
include election of officer e, library atooktakiug, eto aad it ie 
earnestl7 hoped that as 11811-:f members " " possible \'1ill attend . 
Business 17111 be kep1 as brief as possible, with the object of 
devoting the rest of the evening to a eocial, whiah "" think: m.ll 
be enjo:,-ed by all. 

After ref:re.ohments we joined 1n yet another game which waa 
featured on ~e radio - "Talk yourself out or this•. Each member 
in turn was p..t in the box, and had to defend himeelf satisfaotar:ll;y 
against certain ch areee, Despite the stringent oross-examinationa 

~h~ff, 
11

~
89~dct ~t ~~ !~~t50 ~£:r:0J~r!h~ot0:~1~~~~~cess-
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:t'ul, hooover , and ncre "sent dorm" '7ithout hesitation. Some ot the 
stories offorod \7oro moat remarkable, and a t r ibute to . the victims' 
fortilo i.mngina.tion , but in most oases justice was done, wo think. 
Thi e r,as one of the be st gamo s tvc haw had, and '70 all onjoyod 1 t 
:Immensely. 

The meeting closed at 10 . 15 p .m. 
llext meeting , Sunday, October 10th, 6 . 30 p.m. (no t 7 p.m. aa 

usual) . 
FRANK CASE. 
Seoretary. 

****H•INIIJll'NII 

lUDLAl!D SECTIO!l HEErING1 30th AUGUST, Uombers arrived r ather Blo.r ­
ly for this meet i ng, but they were neverthe l ess all fighting fit and 
ready for an enjo yable evening . \'le were very glad to r,oloome a 
now member, (Ur. Broste ~ ), from Kinver. 

Urs, C·o:roett read the delightful final chapters of "llarr;y 
\'lharton•s ~azing Relation" in a really finished style which made 
it all the mo:ro enjo yable . 

Then we had a series of short speeobes on all kinds of subjects 
drawn at random from a hat, which caused quite a bit of amusement. 
Nevertheless they v,ero very good even though a f.,., of us trembled 
in ou:r shoes in oaee we drew an unknown quantity s.e it v.-ere. Hw­
ever, Mr. Porter came to the rescue once or twice and seemed very 
n:uch at home r11ultever character he bad to tackle, and he bad quite 
a vnried selection . I am suro that he could have told us muoh 
ll!or o about Sir Hilton Popper, our cmn Treasurer ( ! ), and Wingate . 

Half r.ny thro\J8h the evening the telephone rang to announce 
the voice of our Secretary on holiday in Colwyn lla,r . Rathe r a nice 
gesture and one which shows that he had us in mind. 

The guessing competition and the raffle ware both won b7 the 
writer for the second tim e runnin g - purely a coincidence I can 
assure you and th ore was no ''wangle" . 

Ref'reshlnents were not forgotten and after our usual ge t-t o 
getbe r yet anoth er very pl easant evening came to its close. 

CAROL SCOTT 
MIDLAND SECTIOII HEE'l'DIG, SEPTJiXBEft 2otb I Coming events are eaid 
to oast t heir obadowo before, (ciost certainly th ey have to be pre­
pared for), consequently afte r t he minutes with which we opened our 
meeting , we bad quite a discussion about the proposed Christmas Party. 
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Tben followed a r eading by lira. Corbett from s "Bolldq Jmual" 
after 11hioh it waa refreshnent time. Thon we bad a very speoiel 
raffle the prize being a Hol iday Annual preoen tod by our Chairman . 
CXir new member (llr , Broster ), invited to melce the draw drew first 
our Chairman and then himself! We were very pleased, but aloo 
amuaed, 

After a little oompeti tion which r,as 110n by !.lias Soott , we 
settled demi to another tvo minute e;,eeoh session; for this mee t­
ing on one topic ''Whioh is tho be s t character orea.ted by Frank 
Riche.rd.a ?11 

Some intoreeting arguments were advanced on behalf of IJllruU7 
clients; Vernon Smith being r ather favoured. Such debates are 
very usefu l in c l arifying our ideas, but I felt myself that the r e 
i a no beat character really , any mare tb:i.n one can say 11hich ia the 
prettiest Ti ll age in Yorkohire - that county so fo-.ourod with maey­
besuti1\.ll ones , 

And .., to lights out once more. 

.Nelson [ee 
C?olumn 
.. 

.. * .. 
:By JACK WOOD 

York . 

.. 
* .. .. 

ENIAJ!ll DA VEY• 

Here to eaae ihe monotony of the tour between Helm.ford and 
Bsnnington are t wo more of the entries in our reoent competition, 
Bot h ,I 'm sure you will a,;ree first clasa stuff and :full of in t erest . 
Firs t , · James Cook, a forme r Organising Officer of the St . Frank's 
League, who exp l ores ••... •.•• 
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THll DIFFERE!lCE BE.TllEE!i ST. TI\ANX' S AND THE fuU!lLTON SCHOOLS 
It is mostly the char acters themse l ves that ,ruppl y the an­

mver because there I fin d the boys of St . Frank's have no coun t er.:. 
par t t o th ose of Creyfriars , St . Jim ' s and Roo)<]Jood. 

Several wel l -wi shers ha.ve "loaned out" to St . Frank' s boya 
from the Hsmilton School s when the occasion has arise n, but most ly 
to support 1.he a.ri.om that compari s ons are odious . 

I neve r di d like the gritty bitterness that sometimes oro pa 
up between E. S. :Brooks fans and supporter s of Frank Richards, ba t 
it seems wh'1teve r diffe r ence is formulated, the t ru th whicheve r 
side propounds it is going to hur t . 

Tc Hamiltonians I would say , where will you find anybody r e­
motel.J' comparable to Nippe r, the Captain of the Remove at St . Frank'•, 
in al l the skipper a at Frank Richards ' oommand? True 1 !lipper , was 
extremely l ucky in having Nelson Lee ns his guardian , but 1 t is 
thnt !net that enhances the outshnding quali t ies whi ch Nipper ex­
pressed in his le:;dership, ideas and strength of chn r aot er . 

Try, ye Hamiltonians and. find " counterpart to llandfo rt h - the 
gen t le bully - Reggie Pitt , the fant e.stic s chemer nt first and 
really hateful, but who late r r eformed . 

Then there was Ezra Quirke who, had he been in films would 
never have be en se en by children, but romehow passed the censo r at 
the Fleetrtay Eoi.s e . And don • t forget Brooke must have departe d 
very wid ely from the narrow lan es of soboolb oy fiction to wander 
as he did with Quirke into the esoteric field of spiritualiem . I t 
is these bouto of ori gi nality that made us bl ess E. S. B. Je rry 
Dodd, Wal do, Solomon Levi. - t"1ho once bought a cinema - Sin gle to n, 
Goodwin, Fatty Little ••••• oh, I could go on and on . 

!Jo, you haven ' t any like those a t Groyfriars, st. Jim ' s, or 
Rook\1ood. Ed\-,y Searles Brooks covered so mde a fi e ld of aotio n and 
event, and hi s charact ers wer e so lovabl e that I doubt if anyon e 
could not hav e been impre ssed . You lcnow, I can picture the St . 
Frank's coun try , Jlellton, Bannin gt on, Cai stawe , the Moor , and th e 
lone just ou tside the Schoo l. To me they are real plnoe s · - th ie is 
-aq apiri tuol home. But of all the hWld.rGds of 11Ma&nete11

, 
11Geme", 

and. Populo.r e 11 I enjoyed I could never nasociate their "worlds~ ' wit h 
tha t at oying power t hat come from the pen of Mr. Brooks . -~· 

It was · a TI"eakness I suppose that we usual ly aasocia. t ed our­
selves with n certain ohar acte r f ro m the boys• papers and t r i ed t<> 
iJ!litate them , bu t while there were many ohaps at St . Frank 's who 
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were admirable and safe subjec ts for auOh r eflections , I .do not 
think this was wis e whon it came t.o the 11,,mil ten s ohoo l s. Wharton 
and Co. being top dogs natural ly had Study No. 1, but N~ppsr &: Co. 
wer e qui t e content wi th Sttidy c. Ylha:rtcn was subjeot to moods and 
his feu d with Que lc h ran t o an unreasonably lo ng se ries . Sor ry I 
have to discu ss Tom llerey and Jinlly Silv er so peremptorily but r ea l ­
ly h'"' weak they ~ 1n comparison to the s talrrarts of St . Franks! 
Wasn ''t it notice able hem Brooks llOUl.ded his "men° and gave ea.ch an 
outline that made it se lf f elt vhen amt ion<ul.. There w1tsn' t so aJDh 
of that sainenes s , lith the Nelso n Lee stori e s a s there was with 'lhB 
llm ilt.on s . Take 8J1Y number of St. Fr•.nl'a juniors "''"'¥ fi<lm the 
N.L.L. stories and the i nte r es t oould sti ll be m,,intaiJ?e d·l b11t ;!wit 
you orai t B'il ly Bun1ler and the Fmnous Five and t he J.!a;;net s empv. 

Tha t in short is the diff e rence between St . Frenk 1 s end Gre:r- · 
friar s, St, Jim 's and Roalarood. No doub t

1 
in f ac t meet certainly , 

the l one which load. a to tha t ElJ,nsian l.!eanow is by way of these 
sahool stories, but I think the St . Frank's route i s the sho rtest. 

Jq Favourite st . Frank's Character? - undoubtedl;r and unrs­
servedl;r, Nippe r. No charact er has yet equalled th.is r eally strong 
scheming tacUcian who uses po l em.cs as fi ne as n Pilibuster and 
proves bh o1t is whi!e, Read. the l,u,,ter Boot s serloa if you don 't 
beli eve 118 - study the Expuls ion eerie s when Kemtore got hill sacked 
on falce d evidence and !li ppe r cams baolt to St. Frank: 1 s disguised. 

Can c,y body remember the William K. Smith ae ri es and not agre e 
wit h me? Or whenever the juniors wer e away in e t r ~e land s nnd 
!lippe r usuall7 to ok: the :1re1Ds? 

Does ,myona not rec olle ot the "exp l osion" that desce nded on st. 
Fr811k1 s in the shape of one Richa rd llenne tt and still not s~ 
"Nippe r, that wonder fu l ton i_c_l_" _ _ __ _ 

George .llell, a familiar author in otb>r sphere•, tells us 
sucoinctl7. • • • • • • WHY I PREFER ST. FRA!lK' S 

I prefer th e St. Franks eto ri e s for the very good reason that c 
ch,u,oe oopy of the "Nel son Lee" fell into 11111 hand.a in the deys whez, 
the f1111ous detective spent o,ll hi§ tiroo battling against crooks . If 
that aocid.!!.!Xt had not happened, I flli8ht neiro:r ha vu knoon th o boy-­
hood delights of 11ading through tho annals of Groyi'riar s , st. Jim 's 
and Roola7ood and following tho fortunos of oou:oUces fiotfti oont' d 

W.iJITED, LAKE LIBRARY Firat and Sooond Sorio s Only • Your 
pri co paid for good copi os. Serial numbor s and sorio s to : .TOSEPl!DlE 
PACKJUII, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DU!rICH, LONDON, S. E.22 . 

ams for Se.lo . S.A. E. to H. BLOOM, 45 HAJ,!P!'()N ROAD, IU'ORD, ESSEX. 

... * * * * 
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:tootball clubs that m,n both Le'1,!Ue and CUp 1n ouch papers "" the 
11:rootball Favourite" . 

But , as a :fairly recent recrw. t to the ranks of Old Boy •• 
Books' Collectors, 1113' judpent, nor, more mature, te l ls me to apply 
oth er teats. And Lee still oomea out on top! 

The trsnai tion f'rom crime to school and the periodioal ID1lt1n€ 
of both were eo elcilfully done that :for wrsaUlity alone E. s. 
Brooks must rank even ahead of Frank Richards• who otuolc mainq to 
school stories except for creating the Rio ICid and ICizlir of the Ie­
landa. But Brooks, profiting no doubt :from the pioneer work ot 
othe r writers, never seemed to go through a tilne when he wa.a 
learning to write , 

None of hie stories is aa crude as an earl;r Sexton Blake or 
the earl;r Greyfriar e yarne I haTe eo rarely eeen. He wea mature 
from th e start Md, :for exomple, did not ove rload hie school with 
too many 1Varring faotiono like the N8" Houae--Sohool lloui, e and 
Shell-Fourth Form r ivalries of St, .Tim's ar restrict it to sing l e 
form plota Ii.Ice thoee of Greyfriare, 

Clever, too, """ hia lettering of stu dies and hie novel 
Ancient Rouse, His excur sions into Lost Worlds wel'.'e alt1qs oon­
vtnoing. Lee 'a atruegle against the League ot the Cl1-een Triangle 
still r emains 1n f11II memory tho1J8h thirty-odd years have pa ssed 
since I rend it, Who else but E, S. Brooks oould ,.., grophioal ly 
describe n fire at the aohool he hnd created ? And did any othe r 
boys ' t1riter ovor be so up-t o-the"""1nute ea he in bringing his 
boys to London? 

Let• s mnd it to him, He wne superb. 

llY FAVOURITE S'l', FRAliK' S CHARACTER, Even the most idolntroue 
Brooke fan t7111 · hardly maintain thl\t he orented suoh t1orld-fomoue 
t es ns Bunter Ink;r D'Arcy or Harry Wharton, But aa a co-
binntion o pluck n.n um ees, y an un.oonao ou11 um 
Dlt7nrd Or.uud Handforth is probnbl,y the outstanding charnote r nt 
St. Frank's, He•a my first choice! 

LATE :nws, We deepl;r regret t o report the death of .Tosaph l'arl<a, 
2 IrTin Avenue, Salt bum-by-Sea, Yorkshire, editor and publisher 
of "The Colleotoret Miscellany" , 

LA.ST IIIJIUl'E REIII!IDER - !!AVE YOU ORDERED YOUR Allll1JAL Illl' ? 

TORK DUPLICATING SEl!VICES, 1 '!'he Shambles, York. '!'e ls YORK 3898 . 
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