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c/o YORK DUI'LICATING SERVICES , 
71 Tho Shamble & 1 YORK. 

Jro m the ed itor's <2ho1r 
WISHING ALL TBE MEMl3ERS OF THE 

llROl' BERHOOD OF HAPPY HOURS AT HO!.!E 
A.IID OVERSEAS A REAL JOLLY CHRI~MAS 

AND PROSPERaJS IIEW YE.AR 

THE EI CJII]! YEAB EJIDS I Hero I am again l ooking back on still an­
ot her even t f ul year in our hiatory. Yes it 1a been an event:f'Ul one 
and a sad one fo r King Death bas called on more of our members than 
in az,y one year bef ore1 we a re poorer by the loss of Peard Suther-
l and, Jack Munro, Harry St ables and Joseph Parks . Maybe they 
have met across t he Great Divide and found the oth ers of our clan 
who ea r lier passed on. 

As for mysel f , six months ago I was sen t into retiremen t . 
Retirement ! Why I eeem to bo busier than ever, somehow or other. 
I'd better not say too much about t hat though or H.M. Government 
wi ll be thinking I didn ' t oarn tha t modest pension th ey gavo mo. 
Allyway, bigbl1gbts of t he ye a r hav e been mooti ng two of our Aus-

1 
tralian friends and tho Brit ish ones with whom I have wandered 
through th e ancient et reets of York and, of course , thoro ·,..as my 
annual pilgrimage to London. If th at hadn ' t happened I should 
lle.ve been writi ng t his re vi ew wit h a sad heart . 

Despite the inevitable losses , I em glad t o say the c ir­
culation of our l i tt le magazine ha.e not fallen to r several new 
friends have joined us . And I am sure all wi ll sgree that t he 
improvement in t he appe a r Mc e of th e mag . bas been maintained 
t hanks to the York Duplicating Services. ! 

!low, this i s !lo. 96 , so a little oa lcul a tion will te ll you 
that next April there will appea r on t he cov er , in big figures 
probab l y , .!!2,__!Q£. We si mply must mark that out s tanding even t 
with o bumper number . Well as soon "" th e Annua l is out of the 

·1 
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way we must re 111ly get down t o it. No. 100! Pr oud, happy thoug ht 
but if it hadn't been for a band of grand , lo yal he l pers, t he re 
might never have been a No. 10. From the bo ttom of my hea rt , I 
th ank you a ll. 

* * * * * 
LAST APPEAL: 137 the time these lin es ap pea r, the Annua l wi 11 be 
wel l on its way t owards canpletion. Once again t here will be mor e 
pages than the ye ar before. At th e moment of writing, nee.r ly 
thirty of those I l ook upon as regul ars had not actually ord ere d. 
I cbP.nced i t nnd allowod fo r a copy for each when I pl nce d my orde r . 
I am sur e they won' t l et me down but i t would be better for my peac E 
of mind i f they assured me I had done right. Nat ura lly , I don ' t 
want to have any l eft on my hands . 

Of one thing I can assu r e you i t s goi ng t o be as l as t 
yea r, e supe rb example of dupl i cating . 

* * * * * * * 
THE IIARRY S'l'AJlLES' COLLECTION, I had hoped to tell you somet hi ng 
thi s mont h about the so r ting out of the bi g c oll ection l eft by ou r 
greatly mis sed colle ague of the Northern O. B. B.c . but owing to pr e s ­
sure on space , it will have to be held over until next month . El s e­
where in this issue however you will find an advert. giving det ails 
of papers for sale , at ver y r easonab l e pric e s . Even though Harr y 
did not possess many Hamilton papers or t hose appea ling t o Lee i t es , 
th ere ' s a bi g variety . Vie cannot possib l y send out lists of 
numbers , but if you will give us some ide a of what you requir e , we 
will oblige if we po ssib ly co.n. 

Yours sinc ere l y , 

·- ~~ ~· HE_ RBERI' LEGKENBYa!.·· = - === == = 
WANI'EDs Magnet containing map of Greyf ri a.rs a."ld distri ct . Or 
copy of th e map alone . !.!. ENGLAND, 2 HI GH SI!., PRESl'EIGIIE-UPON-
LUGG, RADNORSl!IRE., . 

Exc e llent Condit io n , 6 Volume s CWmS AllJIUALS Augus t 1900 t o August 
1906 . 5 Volumes BOYS 01\'II PAPER October 1899 to September 190 1 o.nd 
October 1902 to Scptem bor 1905. Bost Offe rs. GREEN, lOA ELLA ROAD, 
w:F1SI' BRIDGFORD, !!OPT ING!llwi. 

•IANl' ED I SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY ( First an d Second Series Only ) Your 
Pr ic e paid fo r good copies. Seri c.l Numbe rs nnd Series t o: JOSEPEINE 
P.1.CK!.IAll, 27 iJ!Cl!Di.LE RO..D, EAST DULWICH, LO!IDOl1, S. _E __ . 2_2_. _____ _ 
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BLH)( J;);V H 
Conducted by Josephine Packman 

27 1 Archd ele Road 1 Eas t Dulwich 1 London 1 S.E . 22. 

I have he.cl qui to a busy time during th e past few weeks - in­
cluding c. Serton Bloke Circle Meetin g ( th o detlli l s wil l bo found 
in this issue) , n. lot of c orrcspon donc e and tho propnrntion of 
Blclcinna - but I enjoy a ll of it . 

One of my correspondents, Ur. E. V. Hughes , h.1.s most kindly 
sent me t\70 ,a.. Unio n Jacks containing inst alments of 110riff , the 
Mn.."l Tr acker" , the subject of ?ir. Leckenby ' s a rticle in last month's 
Bl nkiann. They mr.ke most interesting rending , pn.rticul arly as one 
of them is the v ery fi r st instalment . I have an id ea thc. t my two 
i nst;ilments, toget he r wit h Mr. Leckenby 1 s r>.nd Walter Webb's (I 
kno w he hn.s so me, if not e.ll) would complete the whol e story. This 
would be no me an feat, considering they were published close on 54 
years ago! 

Thanks to Mr. Leckenby, part one of' dal t er Webb 1 s article 
"Sexton Blake on the Films'' ie not being 1 epli t 1 as was at first 
thought necessary on accou nt of apace. It i s very good of him, 
for I do not like breaking t he continuity of an .1rtic le . However, 
I must t ry and keep Blakiana down to the number of pages allotted 
me , or else I can see 1Herb ert 1 really tic king me off! 

Further to our editor • s mention of t he l OOth number of the 
Coll ecto r' s Diges t ( Octobe r ' 54 issue), I understand there is a 
possibility of there bein g a •speci a l issuo•. No doubt Ur . 
Leckenby wi l l have m9re to say on the m.:ittor in due course , but i n 
any cnse I cc.n promise you that Blnkie.n a 1vill ha ve somet hi ng ertra 
spe ci a l. I cMnot say much a bout it a t the moment, except thaLil 
will be •most revealing ' and I ligh t shedding • on an ol d-time popu­
l ar Union Jack tlnd Sexton Blake Library char act er. 

Fi nally, I t ake this Ol)portuni ty of wishing a ll my re ade rs 
a Very Happy Chris t mas and a Prosperous ife w Year . 

J OSEPHINE PACKMAN. -- ·- --· · - - _.., 

SE:ITON BLAKE 011 THE FIL!.!S 

PA.ffi' ONE ••• • •• • • •• • •• •• • •• • T!II: SILE.fl' DAYS 
Make a note of all the films which have brought the 

.. ···--- ·-- ------·--·--· --- - ---- - ---
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character of Sexton Blake to the screen, endeavour to select jus t 
one which was worth the time, trouble and expense of producing, and 
the res ult of such an undertaking must inevitably be a negative 
shaking of the head. To say that th ose Blak e films were poor ia 
to underetate1 they ranged from medi ocrity to rank bad productions 
and were, with hardly an exception, an insult t o the intelligence o 
the average film-goer. Situations which were supposed to b e 
thrilling and were int ended to make audie nc es grip their seats with 
suspencc onl y brought involuntary laughte r, for some of the attempt 
to build up an atmosphere of tensio n and excitement were so crude 
that the r esults achieved were quite absu rd , Maybe the Holl ywood 
offerings of th o Sherlock Holmes films they pr oduced 1.verc not 
extraordinary examples of cinematographic achievements ,. but they 
were super-productions compared to the eorry effort s of British 
pr oducers who sought t o boost Sexton Blake in the seme medium. 

The dismal r eco rd began just before the commencement of the 
first woll.d war when , on 6 April 1914 , o three - reel film called THE 
CLUE OF THE \/AX VEsr A was generally released for s howing. It wae 
adapted from the first few Yvonn e stories, and "s tills " from the 
film ,,ere repr oduc ed in the !>"ges of t he UNION JACK and PLUCK by an 
enthusiastic edi t or who urged his readers to get in touch with t hei 
local cinema manager at once and request bim to show the fi l m, for 
acoo 2di ng to him, the production was a hit which e very Sexton Bl ak 
fan sho ul d not miss . But the en r aptured editor's opinion was not 
shared by all his readers, some of whom wrote and t old him so i n no 
uncertain manner , one indignant follow er going so far as to sey tha. 
if the rest were going t o be like that he would not go and see t hem 
The editor 's excuses in the face of these criticisms were somewhat 
lame; be poi nted out that several drawbacks ,•ere en coun t er ed with 
this first film, one being tha t they were strange to th e art of 
f i lming th eil' stor i ee, and onother that it was acted abroad . Seeing 
that quite a l ot of the action in the Yvonne stories did take plece 
abroad a puzzled Bl ake fan mi ght quite naturally ask what th a t had 
to do with it! 

The second Blake film was generally released for exhibi tion 
on 7 September 1914, and was enti tled THE MYsrERY OF Tllll DIAMOIID 
BEIJI'. It featured George Marsden Plummer, a v ery populnr ba.d 
cha r acte r of t hat period .. Once aga i n the editor boosted the film 
for all be was worth, emphasising the fact thet this second Sexton 
lllake film was superiol' to the f i rst by re ason of th e fact th at it 
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was produced in London ~y the fine et producer in England - Ur . 
Charles Raymond. But, by all accoun t s, the film ,ms not considered 
to by nnything out of the ordi nary, for the critics gave it a cool 
reception - if they bothered to mention it at all ! Serlon Blake 
was pl ayed by Mr. Phili p KaJ'1 Tinker by the UNION J ACK editor, 
Mr. Lewis Carlton , George lfarsden Plummer by Mr. Douglas Payn e 1 
and Kitty the Moth by lliss Eve Balfour. The story of the film , 
written by Lewis Carlton , appeared in serin.l form in the Boye 1 

Journal, commencing in the issu e dated 17 October , 1914. 
Title of th e third Serlon Blake film, distributed on this 

occasi on by .Messrs .. Wal turd.aw & Co. Ltd . , was called BBITAIN'S 
SECREl' TllEA'.l'Y, and it commenced its rounds of the halls duri ng the 
first week of the first wor ld war, and was adapted from the UNION 
JACK sto ry by Andrew Murray - THE CASE OF THE GER!lAII An!IRAL, 
f eaturing th e Hon. John LoJ1l oss. 

Following immedi ately upon this v1as the film THE STOLEN 
HEIRL00:!.18. Next in line was John Wil l iam Bobin's story, entitled 
THE COUNl'ERFEITERS, which was released during the last week in 
November, 1915 and fe atured the popular charac t ers, :Sn a Q. 
Maintland and Broadway Kate, and, of course , Sexton Blake a.nd Tinker, 
working in co-operation with Detect iv e- Inspector Kartin, of Scot­
land Yard . This film was produced by the Davidson Film Company. 

In those d.:i.ys f ilms were still in the experimenta l stage , 
and it was the st .:i.rs of the American f i lm who fi lled the oinemll8 
in th e deys of th o early Sexton Blnko offeri ngs - the hilarious ly 
funn y entice of the Keystone Cops, the Mnck Sennett comedies, in 
v,bich were featured the mirth - pro voking nntics of ?t!Rck Sr:nin , 
Roscoe (Fe.tty} Arbuckle , Slim Summorville, Ben Turpin, Chester 
Conklin - end tho most f:,inous of them all - Charlie Chaplin . 

But if there was one who outstripped even those established 
r.vourites in popu l arity it was !'earl l'lhit _e , uncxo,meci Q).laeJl_of-the 
Serial Film, wbo bad a tremendous following and whose exploi ta 
brought never--to-be - forgotten thrills to mi llion s , old and young 
alike. Never were Saturday afternoons look ed so eager ly forward 
to by th o youth of that generation - never were pennies so promptly 
Jl'lr ted with a t cin..,.a pay - boxes by wi ld ly exci tad and happy young­
s t ers as on those occasions when a serial. featuring the incomparable 
Pearl White we.a being ebo'Rn at tbe loca l. The printed adventur e s 
of Sexton Blake , Ja ck , Sam and Pete, Tom hlerry & Co. Harry P.b.arton 
& Co, Tom Sayers t Nelson Lee a.nd other hero es, were forgotten on 

those thrill i ng ~ccasi ons - UNION JACKS, PLUCKS, !.IARVELS1 llOYS' 
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FRIENDS, REALIIS, HERALDS, llAGl!ErS, GEMS etc., were temp orari ly ca.st 
a.side, for, whereas they could be perused at leisure the Pear l 
Wbi t e episode was no longer ava ilab l e after the Saturday showing. 

Against th o eustained thrill• of tbe Amori c an aerial the 
Sexton Blake film bad little to offer, and bow puny a figure di d 
the ecreen Sexton Blake compare with the virilo young woman of the 
fonoer ! Pea rl White was tall, blonde, well-built and , i f not exact ­
ly beautiful, rem arkably good-looking, with dark expreesive eyes, 
llos t exciting and t he b es t of all her ae ri a l s wu The Exploits of 
El aine, which surviving reade r s of the old boys • papers may remember 
was shor,n throughout the coun try in the year 1915, and was written 
by Arthur B, Reeve , the American author , It f eatu red Sexton Blake•• 
counterpart in tbe States, Craig Kennedy, tbe scientific detective , 
a part played by Arnold Daly, a stocky not - so-young actor; Creighton 
Hall played the ro l e of Jameson, a newspaper report er and friend of 
Kennedy, and Pea rl White was , of cour, Elaine. Fifteen episodes of 
continual thrills, with Pearl 'ilhite being stalked throughout the 
whole film by a feoraome- l ooking individual, knovm as Tbe Clutching 
Hand, who wi t h his f ace practical l y concealed by a handkerchief and 
wi tb a paralysed hand bent in a perpetual clu t ch, must have chille d 
the blood of the ba rd ieet film-goer. Mr, Reece , of the Crimina l s ' 
Confederation , one of the moat mal evo lent , black - hearted and doub l e­
dyed villians in fiction , was a patron saint compared to bim ! 

Could the Sexton Blake films have given even half the ente :,,.. 
tainment the Pearl White aerials di d t hey would be remembered today 
w1 th th e same affection , instead of which tb ey are forgotten, and 
des e rv edly so . Acting in the Blak e films was often stilted and 
poor, f or most of the players se emed camera-conscious , a defect en­
tirely l acking in Pearl \.'hit & and her company, r1hose performances 
were natural and smoot h. And how Pea rl l'lbite oould act I The 
eiprossioll-of she<>r torror - which di st orted . ..her-at .t raoti¥e4eatu.r"8 -
os She ldon Lewis, playing the part of Perry Benne t t, th e crooked 
lawy er, transformed himself gradually int o The Clutching Hand before 
he:r eyes bas not sinc e been surpassed for stark realism. 

Seein g this very attractiv e and moat aeserti ve young ·Noman 
being lllSsoed from a ga lloping horse by outlaws biding in a treei 
tightly bound and lowered head - downwards into a large tank , or vat , 
cont aining some sort of liquid which sizzled and steamed li ke lava 
from a volcano ; running and sway i ng along tbe roof of o swiftly ­
moving locomotive r or being pulled into th e air clinging frantic­
ally to tbe trniling--rope of a ba lloon, i t rms not surprising that 
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a marked change should be obse rved in the character of the hero ine in the Sexton Blake etoriee . Hitherto they had been of the fr881le , cri nging, timid type of female, who were likel7 to swoon into the 
al'l!ls ot their husbands, or lovers, at the mereat suggoetion ot 
danger, but the advent of euch hero ine s of the screen like the 
fabulous Pear l White and Ruth Roland brought about th eir r:.pid de­
mise , and they were superseded b7 the more adventurous nnd glamor­
ous ty pe , such as Yvonne , Fifette , Karie Galante , Ysabel de Ferre and several others. llark Osborne , in one of the beat Sexton Blake 
sto ri es be eTor wrote - THE WORKIJIGS OF CIIAIICE (Uni on J aok 
No. 536, dated 17 January 1941) - went ao far as to in troduce a wocan who combined strength with boaut7 - who could bend an ordin ­
ar)' poker eaail)' witb her own bare handa - a feminine Eugena 
Sandow, in fe.ct I 

The war resulted in the suspension o! several othe r planned 
Sexton Blake produc ti ons , and also caused enforced changes to bo 
mode in the editorial departments of tho various boya' papers . L. B. Pratt was deposed temporarily in tho "sexton Blnke Library" 
by tho youthful Willicm Hom~all , son of the old writer of the 
acme name, who wroto ns Beginnld 'Clray, c.nd Thomas :&..irke too k over 
th e "Boys Roolm". Tho l atter wo.a to booome famous soon nfto:rward.a as tho author of "Limehouse Night a" , whioh provided the foundation 
f or the highly success ful D. w. Griffith'• film , "Broken Blooaom a" . Trevor C. Wignall, who wrot e one or two Sexton Blake ' s and created 
n Japan ese detoctiTe named Saburo , ther eby an ti cipating Charlie 
Chan , used to wander a ll over London with Burk e whilo the l a tte r 
oollected ma toria l for "Limehouse lilghta". Together thoy tr ai pa ed for tao.ny months 11bou t the great city , Burko with hie dog-eared man­
usc ript under his arm , but failing to find a publisher . 

Wil liam J. Elliott, another casual Sexton Blake write r, was also buoy in the fil.Jo world during this ps riod and hie name was to 
be s.- in the o:redi._titles aa tha-..rttn o f thescenario in 
several British produc tion s . For example, he wrote the scenario 
of the big production of Charles Dickens • "Bleak House", which 
liaurice Elvey produced in 1919 , with Constance Collier in the role ot Lady Deadlock . Be was also re spon s i ble for the scenario of 
George I!. Simo • famous drama of London life, ''l'he E:ve r Open Door" , 
distributed by Ideal Films Ltd . , in 1920. 

Tho next Sexton Blake f ilm, complet ed by Harry Loraine for 
Gaumont, was trade shown at the N"" Gallery Kinama on 14 Augus t 
1919, and was entitled ''l'he Further Exploits of Sexton Blake -
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the l!ystery of the s,s . Olympic " , Filming took place arcund the 
Liverpool docks and a good deal of the action occu r ed on board the 
liner, An int e re st i ng fact is that when the film was being produced. 
the Olympic was still a trcopship , The producer, however, desired 
to reproduce faith.fully some of the cabin interiors which consis t ed 
of some very fine and expensive panelling. This panelling had been 
taken out of the Ol ympic early in the war and sto red, and to he l p 
ldr . Loraine to get his settings correct, the owners of tho Olympic 
courteous l y a llo wed him to bring the actual panelling down to Lon­
don to be set up in the studio, in order to make a faithful r eplic a 
of the cabin on board the vessel, Tho story of the film was wri tten 
epecially by Robert ldurray for copy in the "Unicn Jack " , and was 
published in issue No. 857 under th e same title as the film . 

Several years elapsed before the next series of Sexton Blake 
films went into production . Then, in 1928 Captain Geor ge Banfie l d , 
of British Filmcraft Ltd , , set to work on a number of two-ree l ers 
with Langhorne :Burton in the rol e of Sexton Blake , and llickey 
Brantford playing the .part of Tinker, Title of the firs t film in 
the series was THY ldUSTERY OF THE SILENT DE.l!l'H, and this was follo<1 -
ed immediate l y by SILKEN THREADS. Number three <1as called THE 
GBEAT OFFICE JITS!'ERY, ,uid th e remaining three , maki ng six in a ll 
were ent i tled as follo11s : BLAKE THE LAWllREAKER1 SEXl'ON BLAKE, 
GAMBLER and THE CLUE OF THE SECOND GOBLl!ll', which featured Geor ge 
llarsden Plummer . All six films were adapted from stories published 
in the "Union Jack" , and distributed at o. time when silent films 
were on the tJay out , for the "t alkies" bed already captured pub l ic 
fancy following the miracle of the first part-talking film, ''rhe 
Jazz Singer" in which the voice of Al Jolson was heard in British 
cinemas for the first time, These Sexton Blake films were widely 
distrubuted and compa red to those which had gone before were not 
too bad, but they did nothing to enhanoe the repuh ,t,l,on-of... !b:­
Langhome Burto n , e. most accomplished actor . 

SUch i s the dismal record of Sexton Blake on the silver 
screen - not one really worth .... bile production covering a period 
of fourteen years , which was a striking contrast to the Ameri can 
offeri~s of their own fictional detectives such as Nick Carter, 
Craig Kennedy , Ellery Queen, and one or two others who eppearod 
in some quite in expe nsive but r eally thrilling films . By t he year 
1930 it ~·u obvious that the sound film had come to stay, and this 
gave Bri tisb producers an oppo rtunity to make some amends for thei r 
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lamentable failures in the s il ent era , f or in the not-ao-di etan t 
fut ure pl ans were to be put int o operation whereby Sexton Blake 
was to go on the track a.gain. This tim e , however, th ere would be 
a big diff e rence, fo r the so rt he was to be put on was in o:,ipos i­
ti on t o anything he had ever embarked on before - the s ound- tr ack 
of the a ll - t a lking f ilm , 

(End of Part Ono) 

BEPORT OF SEXTON BLAKE CIRCLE MEErIN01 HELD ON 31 OCTOBER 1954 
at 27 1 Archdale Road . Eas t Dul wich 1 London 1 S, E.22. 

Those in at to ndance woro Chnr li e Wright , Bon Whiter , Bill 
Loft s , Harry Homor , Rox Dolphin , Lon and Josi e Pnckman. 

It was v ery nic o to soe Harry Homer once a.gain in the chair . 
In opening tho mootin g tho cha.irman thnnked nll members of 

tho Circle for carr yin g on so well durin g suc h tim o as he is 
11br oad, ·Th e abs ence of Norton Price through th e illne ss of hie 
wife wos gr eatly regrett ed , but th e a.pp earance of Rex Dol phin once 
ogain was vor y pl ea.sing , The chai rman then r oe.cl over the work 
done fo r the C,D, Annuol this yoar, in addit ion to whi ch fie ha.ve in 
hand the work of Gilbert Chostor and Donald Stuart for t he 1955 
Annua l. 

It was !)roposed by Harry Homer and seoon ded by Len Packman, 
th at llr. W, Col oombe no lon ger b·e cons id ere d a member of the 
Circ l e , in view of the fact t ha t the last t hree l ett ers t o him 
f rom t he Secretary have reamined unanswered. The proposal was 
carried unanim ously . 

The fin ancia l report was re ad and accepted , 
Proposed by Ben Whi ter and s eco nded by Barry Bomer , in 

Vi ew of the fine wor k on Sext on .Blake do ne by llr . Walte r Webb, he 
be invited in the Circl e as an honorary member . The pro posa l waa 
ca rri eaunanimoue ly , - -

The venue of the next meeting will be nt Charli e Wright •a 
res idenc es 12 Ashburnham Pl ace , Greenwich , London , s.E.10. , on 
Sundoy, 30 January , 1955, 

C. WRIGlll', (Secreta ry) . 

!IC71'E: Since th e abo ve meeting t ook pl ace , Walter Webb has written 
~ ay he i s pleased to accept the invi t a ti on . 

J , PACKIWi 
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HFJHJJrJOJ)JF]fJFJ 
Compiled by IIERBERi' LECKEN1lY 

Last month I was tolling you about the int eres ting letters 
which1ero appea r ing in the Nottin gham 0 Eve ni ng Post " on old boyat 
books. Well, sin c e th en several mor o ho.ve appea r e d including one 
of particular inter os t from a. member of our own circ l e , J ohn Der r y , 
2 Ash Villas , Herbe rt Rond, Nottinghom , In it he said if a nyone 
i nterested cared to ge t in touch with him he wou ld be pl oa.se d to 
loan them Magnets , Gema or Nelson Lees. \1b.en I sP.w it I sai d to 
myse l f, "My word ! John ' s taking something on. n Ho was ind eed ,for 
•- little l a ter ho told me he had hod about 100 letters o.nd callers! 
He 1 s been kept at it ever since . 

Anyway, as a result be is ho pi ng to form a branch of t he 
O, B, B, C, in the district, He would be grateful if any of our mem-
bers in the vicinity wou ld get in touch with him. 

An interview with John, complete with photogr a ph showing him 
looking at some of his collection appeared in the paper on November 
loth . 

Kore power t o your elbow, J ohn . 

************ 
You1 11 see from F rank Richards interesting letter th a t 

Wally Bunter i s cocin g b.1c k - after nearly 40 years, isn't it? 
Older readers will hnve ple~ant memories of t ht>.t de li ghtful series 
wherein, \fol ly, Billy's cousin and double , but oh so different in 
manners Md nbility , secretly took Billy 's place e.t Greyf ri nrs for 
a whi l e ~nd served up man y su r prises as a r es ult. 

The nev! Bunter Book woul d ~ppenr to be on sim il ar lines.. It 
should prove to be one of the beet of the e eriee . 

--- oOo----
And now for reviews ';','). th a. seasonable flavour from Eric 

Fayne and Roger Jenkins, that pair a l ways willing to oblige . 

************ 
DO YOU REf.lllIBER? By ROGER Li. JENJCINS 

No. 6 - Magnet llo. 776 - 1'The Ghost of Maul evere r Towers ", 

No. 776 of t he hl"8Tlet wns the l ast occasion when the timc­
honoured cust ,:,m of n s~ .ngle Christmas sto r y was observed . It wo.s 
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also the first ghoet of Maul eve r er Towers &nd the first intr oduction 
to Mauleve rer •s cousin , th e ne'er-do-well Br ion, who had jus t been 
rele .:lsed from a French prison , and was professing repe ntance . 

According to th e old legend , the death of a Mnuleverer waa 
portended by t he movement of an ol d suit of armour , which the rest ­
l ess spirit of Si r Fulke returned to inhabi t once p.gnin as he did 
when he was al i ve . Needless to eay , t he ghost l y iron f ootst eps were 
heard once again in the Christmas of 1922, and it did not take Jack 
Drake long to trace the real culprit. 

There wer e a number of inter est i ng points about No. 776: 
for exainpl e, Billy Bunter telepho ned D' Arcy at St . Jim ' s to as sure 
him that he would not fail t o visit Eastwood House for Christmas , 
and was su r prised to l earn that the St . Jim's j uni ors were having a 
baring-out at t he old school over t he holidays ( the stories about 
t he two school s were very well in t egrated in t he ea rly •t wenties) . 
In a footnote, the ed itor advised Magnet r eaders to buy the Gem and 
learn more about t he Christmas barring~ut ! Jack Drak e made a sec ­
ond appea ran ce in No. 776 in o Ferr er a Locke sto ry by 110wen Conques t" 
but it was not the ma.star he.nd at work, and we need say no more. 
Tho Christmas number was rounded of f by o. f our page edition of th e 
Greyf ri ars Herald. There wa.s, perh aps, not qu i te the ntmoephere 
of the old Doubl e Number, but nonetheles s a cheerful and festive 
note was struck, and it cannot but be sunnised that the r eaders of 
thirty - two years a;,o heartily enjoyed thei r copies of the Magnet. 

• * * * * 
THE ITRSP CHRISP!.IAS "GEii" By Eric Fayne . 

The Sditc r bas asked me to write on a Gem Chris t mas Number. 
On any one of the thirty - three issues which were published to make 
a Merry Christmas a lit tle merrie r , a little Tom Merrier, in fact. 
Only one of t hose issues is not availab l e for my c onside ration , the 
1912 Doubl e Number, "Nobody ' s Study ", r1hich I discussed just a year 
ago. So, with thirty -t wo numbers t o choos e fro m, my task should be 
ecs y . .But i t i sn 't! 

Someone once said, "When i t doubt, st art at the begirming" , 
so let us browse, just for a. moment, over the Gem's very f irs t 
Christmas Number . A Double Number, price One Penny , with thirty -
two pa.gee , including the bl ue cove r. 

"rom Llerry•e Chri stmas" is what llartin Clifford ca ll ed hie 
extr~lo ng St . Ji m' s story . I love that ynrn , not becnuee it is 
~ -terpiece, but bec~ase it i s_ such a jo ll y Chri stmas r omp fl'O! __ 



----- -- ---{325) 1---- -- ----
start to finish. It contains no plot at all, just snow, and a 
break i ng -up f or the Christmas vac, and log fires, and holly, and 
Christmas puddings, and skating on the frozen lake, and a party. 
A Christmas interlude be t ween tbe plots, as it were I 

There were eleven boys in Tom Merry • s party at Laure l Villa , 
the Terrible Three, of course , with Monty at hie most punning1 
Jack Blake, Gussy , and Berries, and Digby, who had left St . Jim ' e 
for some reason , was special l y invited; and Figgins & Co. The 
etory re - introduced Marmaduke Smythe, n character who had appeare d 
fairly often in the "Pluck" St . Jim ' s stories . Uanny was at the 
party. So r1ae Cousin Ethel. Miss Priscilla presided over the fun 
a.11d games , ably assisted by her venerable maid , Hannah. Mr. Dodds, 
the cure.te of Huckleberry Heath came in on Christmas night . And 
that was the lot. 

A jo ll y little spr.., at Laurel Villa, before the chums 
started their year l y parties a t Eaetwood Bouse - parties which be­
came so large and overgrown with the passing years that the old 
favourites were almost lost in the crush - and it must have taken a 
dozen Christmns puddings to feed them all . It was to be thirty - two 
ye ars before the Tom Merry comp.~ny had another Christmas Day at 
Laurel Vil la, in th e v ery le.st Christmas Number of the Gem. 

That very f i rst Chrietmas Number was published on November 
13th , 1907. For many years the Gem was always very premature in · 
its celebration of Christmas . Perhaps that is why there wasn 't 
much merry Christmas spirit in those early Christmas numbers. But 
there was plenty in this one, and the lads of the village in 1907 
must have loved it . 

There wasn • t much else, apart from the Toe Merry story . And 
who wante d much more? Just a short instalment of the Clarke Hook 
serial , 'Tempest Headland". J. Abney Cummings drew the Yuletide 
cover, ahowing Fatty Wynn with a turkey on bis head . 

Let 1"arti n Clifford himself finish the story, just as he did 
in 1907 . 

"A crash of bell s from the village church warned the dancers 
that Christmas Eve was giving place t o Christmas morning, I.Ir. Dodds 
threw open a window , and the joyous sound of the belle floated in. 
Then c ame a ne are r sound - the sour,d of voices in song . From the · 
dimb snowy night the carol, and it sank into the hearts of those 
,.,ho heard: 11Peace on ear th , good-l71.ll to men". And with what 
better r:or<lJ cr~.1 _;:d close our . tale of Tom Merry ' e Christmas ". 
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POPULAR PERSONALITIES, !lo. 8. (Second Series) 

BILLY llUBr ER, By ERIC FAYNE 

The fattest and most famous schoolboy in t he world is 
re a ll y to l arge to hav e his p erso na lity potted. He has pl aye d his 
part in the Greyfriars Story from Magnet No. 1, Bnd the few st ories 
in which he has not appeared could almost be counted on the fingers 
of our hands . Furthenn or e , as eve ry Ya.gnat r ead.er knows, his char-
acte r has changed considerably over the years, Bnd f all s into sev-
eral phas es . In very early days he was just a very s i mple , 
friendly f at boy ; a s th e red--0over van ieh ed into history and the 
white cover went on its way he became s ly , tre acher ous ., o.nd dis ­
honest, and by the tim e the nin eteen - twentie s were re ache d he was 
a des pic:ibl e yowig villain m. th f ot, , if any , redeeming qua lities. 
He v,ns nt his most repulisve in the fine "HARRY ViB.ARI'ON' S DOWNFALL" 
seri es of 1924- 5, and t he same greedy villainy we.s much in evidence 
in the :fe.mous Congo series. Even th e popul ar BU17rER COUifi' 'Jeries , 
th ough it was in lighter vei n end very entertain i ng, showed Bunter 
o.s more sui te.ble for Bors tal than for Greyfria.ra. 

But as the ninet een-twentie s drew t o\7ards their end, Billy 11a 
character was subtly modified . He was no l onge r the villain of 
tbe pi ece, be became strictly hone st, ape.rt from fo od; be became 
the supremely lov able "old f at mnn" who means so much to all of 
Frr.nk Richards' e dmirers. Though it is true th nt by the time we 
found Bunt er 11billionniring 11 he had lost l).gain some of the most en­
dearing queli ties of th e early "thirties", he has nev e r sunk again 
to the lev e l of the trencherous littl e snob we knew in the lfngnet ' e 
mid.dle history. 

Thousands of episodes cou l d be li st ed with Billy Buntar as 
t he central figure. As the proprietor of WHIFFLES' CIRCUS, in the 
be s t of nll the circus se ries; a s the "FO!m MA::1I'ER1 S )'aVOURITE" 
in the superb Courtfield Cro.cksmnn series; as ''BUHI'Eij, THE BULLY11 

in tho Professor Sparkinson aeries; tryin g to kow-tov : to the Man­
darin Tang lfong, in the CHINA SERIES; terrol'-<!trick en, yet defee.t­
ing Soames, in the brillie.nt Rodwing-South Seru, Serie s; saving 
the situation in the Indi o series; 11DUW3 BUNTER" , 11BLIND BUNI'ER", 
"DEAF BUNl'ER", "BLACK BUJl!'ER", tho l e tt e r in n j ewol of e. y nrn when 
he becnme f i lm-struck, 

In my own opinion, the finest· character picture of the Owl 
is to be found in the "FLIP11 series, when the wnif of the Second 
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Fom made a hero of the fat boy , and refused to see any wr ong in 
him. 11Yas t er Bunt er is ouch a eplondi d feller ! 11 

I have pi ck ed out th e pearls from the jewel-be:,:, but if ycu 
like to lo ok in ea rlier there is 1"nter ref orming twice und er the 
plump spell of CORA QUELCH; 1"nter as "VISCOUN!' BUNrER", ad op ting 
Gussy• e famous l1op1 1"nter going to St. Jim ' e under the name of 
bis COUSIN WALLY. And obould you have come in later in the progral!II 
you >7111 recall :a.nter pl a ying into the hands of bis r asca l l y rel,.._ 
ti ve, CARl'ER, or maoquerading ao "GROlll'ER OF OREY!ful!Sl"' , not to men· 
tton a ll th e fine 1"nter Books of recent yet1rs . 

To wind up, l et us leave it to Frank Rich ard s to give us a 
pen- picture of Bunter - na only Frank cans -

"1"nt er was in imaginntive fellOl'I'. Like mos t imagin a tive 
f e llow s , be livod i n a little wor ld of hi e own, that only approrl ­
m'\te d rougb l ;y to th e real world. Ordinary life was not interesti < 
enough f or 1"nter . Things that really happe ned i nte rested him 
little . This gif t of imaginati on migh t have made biJo, with a littl 
more brsins, 11 poet, 11n auth or, a joum11l1st, or n politicinn - i n 
foot , nny k ind of dealer in fic t ion . Unf ortunately 1 1"nter lo.eke d 
brains. Bis powerful imagination had made him i nto nothing but a 
re ck les s fibber, whose fibs ne ver cerr ied conviction . 

It wao th is curioua trait in llunte r ' e character that cause d 
the suburban vill a where the Bunters liv ed t o bloss om fort h, i n 
Bunter• s fertile fe.ncy , i nto 1"n t er Court, and bis f11ther • e old Ford 
into 11 Rolle Royce, nnd bis relatives in t o members of th e peerage . 

Li ke many fello,1 s who tell fibs ove r and over agai n , Bunt er 
came t o believe in t hem, more or less, him self - much more , a t least 
t han anyo ne els e believed in th ... . Sometime• , going home for the 
holidays , he had quite a shock at eeoing :au.t ar Court dwindle into 
a suburban vill a , and the Rolls Royce i n t o a dusty , ore aldng Fo rd . 

Greatly Bunter prefe =ed bis imaginary world to the real one" 
Thank you, Frank Richardo , for giving us Bi ll y Bunter to 

br ighten up our lives . You' ve done uo prou d t 
* • * * * • * 

l!AOl!El' TIT LES (Cont ' d), 1345. Alonzo t he Great1 1346. The Grey -
friars Hercules; 1347, The Reformer of ;the Remove1 1348. Bunt e r 
th e Bully; 1349. The l.lyst ory of llbarton Lodge; 135(). The Ghos 1; 
of f/ha rt on Lodge1 1351. Bunt er th e !lasher; · 1352. 
Billy 1"nt er ' s D• "Mond ; 1353. The Prof it eer of the R ... ove; 1354. 
Kidn oppod f ,-c,o ·,'. J Air; 1355. Th e Mystery of the Vaults . 
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Tl!E HARRY srABLES' COLLECTION 

FOR SALE: Boys' Friend Lib ra ry, let Series : No. 36. "Football 
Forlune" (Char le s Hamil t on 5/- ; No. 46. "Rivals of St. Kite " 
( Charl e s Hamil t on ) 5/- ; other let series ( 3d . ) 4/6 ; ( 4d.) 3/ -. 
Schoo l boys Own Li b r aries; Gr syf ri ars, St, Jim' s , Rookwood, 2/6 each : 
ot her llamiltons 1/6 eac h, non- Hamiltons 1/ - each . Odd numbers 
Magnets and Gems, 1916-40; 2/ - to 1/3 each . Hinton ' s "School & 
Sport" No. 1-24, 25/ -tbe lot. Sexton Blake Libra ries, 3rd ser ie s, 
af t er !lo. 100, 5d. eac h, 4/ - dozen, Uni on Jack (A, P. 1903) No. l 
2/6; Nos. 2 and 3 1/6 ea ch, Young Bri tai ns, 9d . each ; Chatterbox 
Annual 1916 , 7 /6 . For the above , appl y to GERALD ALLISON 1 7 
SUlo!IIERFIELD GARDENS I BRAMLEY I LEEDS, 13. 
FOR SALE, Aldin e First Rates , True Bl ues , Half Holidays, Cheer ful• 
~ arson s llugget Library (lei.) 1/3 each, Long run , abou t 
200 , "Our Boys Journal" (E, J. Br ett) exce ll ent condit i on , 6d. eac h . 
Hundr eds Boys • !.agnzine s (Hulton ) 6d. each: Scouts (lo ose) 4d . 
eo.ch; Mode rn Boys , 4d. each; run Rockets from No . 1, 6d. each . 
Boys Rea lm {2nd se ri es , s t arting 1919 ) l - 100 , containi ng St. 
Frank's stories , 1/ - each or £4 , l Os. the l ot. id. Pl ucks , 
Union Jacks, llarve ls, Surp r ises, 1/3 eac h. Newnes Tr easur e 
Trove Library, Bd. each. For the above , apply to~ 
LECKEl1BY1 c /o YORK WPLIC.tl'I!IG SERVICES, 7 Tl!E SHAJilBLES, YORK. 

llany vo l umes Chums 7/ 6 ; B. 0. P's. 6/ - ; Young Englan d 6/ - ; Scou~ 
6/ - ; Boys of Our Empire (!.!el rose) 3 vols . 6/ - each . Pl uo pos t "8<). 

Fo r th e above , npply to e i~th=o=r=G='=A=·=o=r =H=·=L='======== 

AVAILABLE: .lb sn et s, 1918-40; Gama, 1917-40 ; Union J1<eks , 1905-
30; Nelson Lee s, 1924- 331 Holiday Annua ls, 1925 , 1926 , 1927, 
1928, 19 29 , 1931 ; Sexton Blake Libs. 2nd and 3rd ser ies; Modern 
.!!!l!1 ~I Adventu.,e e; Pilots ·; Robin Hoods (Ald i ne); __ _ 
Buffo.lo Bill (Ald i ne ) 1914- 30 ; Young Britain s; Sexto n Blake 
Annual s ; Popular s, 1917-22; Marve l s , 1916-2 11 Sibly 1 s Astrolo gY 
1796 , ne nrly 1500 page s, so ore s of plates f.5; 60 numbers simil a r 
items, Colle ct ors' Dig ests; Captains; B.O.P .; Black and r,llite; 
S. O. Libs.; \'lid e rlorlds ; etc . etc. Satisfaction B'~arantsed . 
S, A,E . p l ease , Pre - 1935 Sexton Blakes and pre- 1918 Nelso n Lee's 
re ~uir cd . Good prices paid . RONALD ROUSE, 3 sr. LEONARD'S 
TERFJ.CE, GAS BILL, NORY.IICB, 

*********** ... 
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.Nelson [ee 
eo /umn 

* * * * 
By JACK WOOD 

* * * * 

NOS!!AW, 328 Stockton Lane 
York, 

Once 11gain the Chrietmae season is a lmost upon us w1 th its 
fe •.st of good th i ngs pr oeent and to come , and its happy memories 
of th e paet. Seate d before a warm fir e with th e curta.ine dre>m 
and the lights shaded , it is not too difficult to find oneself 
transported in spirit to thos e unforgstable Christmases past . Let 
Edwy Searles Brooks recall one of them f or you in his Nugget Week l y 
story of ..•• . . . •. •• 

T ll:E SPECTRE OF FENlllllG HOLLOW 

" 'This" , said Nipper decisively , 11ba.s put the lid on it . 11 

'!'hero w,is a carte.in amount of truth in his words, for t he predic,.._ 
ment which Nelson Lee and Ni pper foun d themselves in was not exac t ly 
a pleasant one. It was get ting on towards evening, dusk was already 
beginning to fa ll. And something far more solid than dus k was 
fallin g too - snow. llillions of flak es whirled down on every 
hand thick, icy flakes which settled every\•here . • 

The famous couple were on their wa:, tosp end Xmas at the 
country home of one of their 

0
di sti ngui shed clients after their 

stirring time in protecting the Kent Crusaders from Zingrnve and 
the Green Triangle. The detective and hi s young ass i stan t become 
snowbound, nnd leaving the i r two-<leater ct ran ded in a deep drift , 
plod tir edly through tlie deepening snow and the chilly darkness. 
Event uolly they arrive at the cosy, homely , Y.iller • s Anoe at the 
iso l a ted village of Fenn ing Hollow . 

At t hA ~i. ll er ' s Ams Lee and Hipper meet o. mysteri ous 
_r~~!_den~'-- C(:.!.~ -~ -!.!t;}"t.!, who ~alias them int~ accepting a wager to 
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gpend some time i n a reputedly haunt ed derelict hous e in the village. 
The ghost is that of an old woman, murdered some 50 years previoas ly, 
and said to "walk" each night in Xmas week . 

Although th e detective and his assistant do not believe in 
ghosts, one can har dl y bl ame them if t hey felt a f o1< qualms as thoy 
appro ach ed th e "old, dilapidated dwelling, It was not p articular l y 
large , but it had evidently boen des ert ed for many, many yeare , 
High , guant trees su rr ounded th e pl nco , and the roof , in pl n ces, wne 
t orn nwe.y, rove a.l ing th e naked raft ors . 11 

As they ente r n r ea.r corridor, they see something and are 
attacked, but Lee ca pture s the "ghos t " who turns out to be Col. 
Barrett, whom the detective bad recognised as a leading Triangle 
agent . 

Partly because the vi ll age is miles from civilisation, Lee 
decided t o le t his prisoner go , but he adds , 11 "I • 11 give you this 
one chance to get awny . You a ttempted to kill both Ni pper and my-
self , but I will forget t ha t just for t his once - for i t is 
Christmas time , and a period of goodwill" 

"The Green Triongle man uttered o. gasp . 11By th under , Lee , 
you ' re a. white man. You' r e whit e right t hrough."" 

And so ended an interim episode in n long crunpa ign which 
was soon to be inten s ifi ed by Jim tho Penmtlll join i ng for ces with the 
Lea gue. 

And here let me int er polate n briof introduction from tho 
pen of Char l es Churchill to the one and on ly • ••••• • ••••• • 

ZIIIGRAVEI I 

In the pre-St. Frank ' s era of the Nel son Lee Library, we 
r ead of many adve r saries of Nelson Lee and Nippe r. Most of them 
were duly dispos ed of in one story , but a smal l number popped up 
again from time t o time to renew oonclus i ons wi. th the pair from 
Gray ' s Inn Roo.d. 

Outstanding in this small select, band of roeue s was Pro-
fessor Cyrus Zingr ave. Now here was a man posses sing intellect of 
a high order , a scien t ist wi th a crook ed st reak which t urned him 
i nto a criminal of utter ro.th l essne~s and a. formidable opponent of 
law and or de r. As to bis appea r ance, bow can I better the desc r ip-
tion of E. S. E, which appe a r ed in N, L, L. No, 23 of the old s~riee in 
which we were int r oduce d to him? 

"The profeesor• s voice r,a s wonderfu l ly musical, an d it bad 
--------------------
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a silky, gen tle tone about it that wae almost irresistable . Zin ­
grave t s personality , in fact, was a remark able one , and Cl ifford 
knew tbat he would have to steel himself to the utmost to avoid be­
ing won over . The profe sso r seemed to possess uncanny powers over 
his fellow beings, and could, w1 thout in the least appearing to, 
convince them against their own judgement and inclinations. 

He was a small man, but an imposing one , nevertheless . His 
shoulders drooped a little , and upon them was set one of the most 
remarkable heade Clifford had ever seen . Cle,.,,...,haven, his skin 
was almost dead white . !lot a epot of colour relieved his cheeks, 
and his brow was high and massi vo - the brow of a genious. But 
it was the eyes which held Clifford ' s attention - which seemed to 
grip the young man in a grasp of fascinatio n . They were l arge 
and abeolutel:, black, pisrcing and commanding ." 

Clifford, let me e:<plain, was a young man who had been im­
prisoned b:, the League of the Green Triangle for five yea r s on a 
remote island . Be eecaped and formed an a lliance with llelson Lee , 
an alliance which ultimately brought about the downfall of the 
League. Zingrave, hO\vever, managed to evo.de th e clutches of the 
Law, and some time after appeared again in the N. L.L., this time 
at the head of a fresh gang of crimiMls calling themselves the 
"Circ l e of Terror". 

Thie fresh series lasted well into the St. Frank' e days an d 
although Zingrave•s activities were regul a rly blunted by Nel son 
Lee and Nipper, the imfomoue professor continued to put in appe a :r--­
ances from tim e to time over the course of many years. 

Nelson Lee bad many series of tussles with other rogues, 
such as the .Black flolf, llortimer Crane, Jim the Penman , etc ., hut 
none of them ever l asted so long, nor were as full of thrills and 
dangers _ ae the b_att-1es of wi te be !_ought ag!!J.nst_J'rofeesor Cy_!!le __ 
Zingrave. 

*** 
To return, however, to t he individual story, the s tory whioh 

is divorced from a more familiar series and the typ o of story which 
Brooke tackled ve ry ably from time to time. Our old friend James 
Cook reminds us of on e of th ese stories ins -

TREAS\JliE TROVE! 

Much has been written about the stories in The "Nel son Le e " 
from tho I serie s ' o.ngle 1 but evEiry now and again the r e woul d 
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appear a solitary gem to outshine in brilliance the scintillating 
richness of the yarns whi ch, because of their lenE;th, ran on for 
a few weeks. These jewe l s f rom the St. Frank' a tre asure house 
should certainly be among the collectio n of the l oya l and t rue 
Nelson Lee enthus i ast . 

Taking one of these precious I stories' out of the casket , 
I will outline the supe rb t a le which only Brooks could write. It 
is calle d, " ifflE!i A BOY'S DOWN", No. 390, dated November 25th, 1922 . 

,lhe n you look inside it ' s first page you notice there is an 
a lternative title - the r e often was - "or, THE SENSATION OF THE 
VILLAGE.• 

The n the edito ri a l swnmary which states - "a Splendid 
Long Complete Story of School Life and Detective Adventure, with 
a St rong Human Interest. In tr oduces Softy \"lade, a New Character1 
Nelson Lee as the Famous Schoolmaster Dete ctive; !lipper , the 
Leader of the Remove ; and the Well-Known ,Juniors of St . Frank's 
College." 

(Tbe Narrative Rel a t ed Throughout by Nipper) . 
Bow cosy and smooth were the editors of those days! And 

how refresh i ng. 
Then t be story opens up wi th "Shame!" . llany of the yarns 

by Brooks, Hamilton and others have probably begun the ir journey 
with this sorrowfu l word , but only E.s. B. knew bow t o maintain 
this pathe ti c cry - this synonym for disgrace - ri ght through and 
r ea lly make it moi sten the eyes. 

"When a Boy ' s Do,m" is a simpl e little t ale a.bout a farmer's 
boy who was by no means unhandsome . He was well set up , with good 
muscl es and had a head of fair, curly hai r. Bis features were 
wel l formed. J3ut of spirit he seemed to possess no trace. 

And the story starts v,itb the farmer's boy, Charles Wade 
(who was called Sof t ;·/ade,>ec,wse it was_gen erall y admitted in 
the village that be was not quite a ll there ! ) endeavouring t o 
quide an ordin a ry garden barrow which wae filled to overf l owing 
with a supply of very healthy turnips. Standing a ll nround biJ!I 
,,e re numbe rs of vil l age boys , and i n front of him the 11Kids Terro r " 
one Lumpy Bill, the village bully. we all kn ow the llllllpy Bille 
of this wor ld and this one was no different. 

Over ,vent th e barrow and the t urni ps went flying over the 
road in every direction . fullwood & Co . were passing at that 
prec i se moment on their cycles. 

Fullwood gett i ng r eedy to dism ount bit a turnip w1 th hie 
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front wheel and the e l egant leade r of Study A went over with a fearful crMh into a muddy puddle . 

Edwy Sca r les Brooke rea ll y excelled himself when descri bing Village ecenea and what followed ia a ma sterpiece. Famer Holt who employs Softy Wade 1a remarkable for hie cruelty to the boy . But \?hen a aolici t or from London interviews Wade ,-.nd tells him he baa been left £12 ,ooo, the story aoare into greater heights . Nel son LGe sets es the boy ' a guardian s i nce Softy ho.a no parent s, Md soon af t er thi s Fullwood gets a wheeze. 
How Study A housed n really bad lot e.nd I wae very surprise d when Brooks r efo rmed Fullwood , beomse Ralph Les li e I thought was beyond r edemption . 
But as his succesoo r s Oore - Pear ce and Forrest wer e the l imit in rMoal.ity to RnYOne•a imagin1't1on, the change was justified . Teddy Long joins Fullwood in t rying to relieve Softy \lade of eomo of his spen ding money , but Fullwood soon drops that for a bigger scheme. Instead he joins up with Farmer Bolt who think.a Sof t y should have treated him be t ter than he did. It was the bitterest pill he had evor been asked to swallow . Hie own fe.rm boy - bis sl ave for years - had refused to see hi m. The lad he had kicked and cuf f ed about to hie heart ' e conten t had sent down a message t hat he was too busy ! A diplomatic questi on f ro m Fullwood &.'Id sympathy is established bet1Teen the two . fr om then on a conve rs ation ensues between the farm er and the s choolboy t hat sur ely raised eyebrows at Fleotwey House . But Brooke was a sticker f or ve ri sim il itu de and he muet have raised t he same eyebrows l ate r on with the Ezra ~:rice ya m s and the Barry Stokee series . To continue , Fullwood disquisee himse l f and manages to sell Wade some i nvestments for which Full..,ood rece i vee a cheque du l y signed by Softy . But when Ralp h Leslie preeente it at the bank he ge t s tbs r.3 , 000 but run s fu-11 ttl t in to Hel son L-e-e a:ahe is comi ng out . Lee , ot course , sees through his disguise and waa well aware of the scheme . Incid ental l y, I cannot remember t he chnracter of Softy \'lade being mentioned in later stories o! the N. L. L. It ia a tine story and one wonders why the lo yalty toward.a the "Belson Lee " petere d out as it did . 

But St. Frank ' s is not fo r gotten , I t doesn ' t grace the televis i on screens no r ia it sti ll wri tten about by its author -but you cannot keep a. good man down or a good story • .... 
And on that note of nostalgia , I bi d you au re vour unti l 
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next month, with every good wish for Xm'!.8 and the Ner. Year. 

OLD BOYS' BOOK CI_UB 
LONDO!! SECTION, Three weeks after the very eucceasfu l Sexton 
Blake Circle meeting, 27, Archdale Road, Eas t fulw ich '""' once again 
the venue of a very happy gathering of the club. Long distanced 
tr aveller nttending was irorton Price of the complete "Sexton Blllke 
Library" series fnme. Coming up from l!argo.te, he swell ed the 
ranks of a very representative gathering. Indeed it must be 
at nted that it was one of the very best meetings ever held at the 
home of Blnkinna. The Hamilton Library r eport was extremely good 
and new purchases by the librarian, Roger Jenkins, should ensure 

· some good winter reading for th e borrowers . Apologi es from the 
Nelson Lee librarian, Bob Blythe , for unavoidable absence were re ­
ceived. 

As winner of last month ' s quiz, it fell to my lot to com,. 
pile one for this meeting. Actually there were two , firs tly an 
easy one and then a not so en.sy one , both most ly on Greyfriare . 
Ron Deacon had also compil ed one, quite a good one, and the winner 
of all three was our tame art ist, Bob Whiter. . 

Aft e r the competitions th ere was held a grand debate on tho 
rival morits of to bind or not to bind. Roger Jenkins opened for 
the binders and Charlie Wright replied for the non- binders . Several 
other speakers gave their views and after a vote had been taken, 
i t was announced that the binders had won by a small maj ori ty , 

A fine impromptu talk by Bill Lofts followed , He ggve an 
account of bow he started to read th e 11Hotspur" number one at th e 
age of ten years, Continu in g he gave a good account of how he 
read and collected over the years _! i ht Ul1_ t~esent tim e with 
his grand rese arch at the British lluseum. The appleuse at the con­
c lusion was very generous . 

Th e Chris tmas meeting of the club will be held nt "Cherry 
Place", >iood Green on SUnday, December 19th , 4 p, m, sharp. 

And so w1 th the best thanks of th ose present to the worthy 
hosts, LEN and J OSIE, the penultimate meeting of 1954 t erminate d 
will all of us going home our divers ways , 

UIICLE :BE!!JAYIN, 

* * * • * * * 
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NORl'HEBJI SECTIOII IIEEl'IIIG 1 239 Hyde Park Road I Lee ds, November 13th 
.ill!, 

There was a good atten danc e inclu di ng Char l es Auck l and of 
Shef fie l d and that stal wart Leeit e, Cyril Banks of Hudder sfie ld who 
can I t get a l ong as often as we wou l d wish. 

The question of th e t ea prec eding t he Christmas Party came 
up agai n. It wi ll be part aken of at some convenient r estauran t 
or hot el and those who i nten d t o be pr esent wi ll be notified by 
the secre t ary of actual place and time in due course, possib l y 
before these li nes ap pea r in print , A big gathering is hoped for, 

Business dealt with, the company settled down to the r e ading 
by our chairmen of "Bob Cher ry's Romance 11. It wa s much enjoyed, 
and ther e ' s no doubt it wi l l a ppea l to a l ar ger circ le, also , when 
it appears in the Annual . 

Then came a cou ple of qu i zes by full of ideas Gerry All ison , 
"rtb.r..t Bad They in Common'' and 11:Right or 1.Vrong" . J a ck Wood came 
out the wi nn er with 15 points deepit e the fact th 1>t a ll the ques ­
tions co ncerned Hamilton charac t er s, and J nck c l a ims t o be a. Lee ite 
first and foremost .. 

As usu e.1 th e Lib r e ry did a. thrivi ng bus in ess . 

H. LECKE!f.BY, 
Nor thern Sec ti on Correspondent . 

*** 
~ Th e Tea before t he Chri stmas Party will be " t the Craven 
Dairies Cafe , Boar Lan e at 4, 30. Members will meet by the News 
Theatre, City Squar e , between 4 and 4-1 ~ p ,m, 

••*** 
l.!ERSEYSIDE SECTION, !IOVEIIBER 14EEl'INGr Ther e was a very good a t ­
tendan ce a t this meeti ng , a nd the Chairman opened t he procee di ng s 
wit ·h e. welcome to two neTt members ., Messrs . H. :.:r. Prancomb and . o. 
Ril ey , whom we were v ery pleaoed t o meet , o.nd we f ee l su r e th ey 
wi l l be number ed among our 11r egu l ars 11 a t future meeti ngs. 

Club and section business was then dealt wi t h, includi ng the 
reading of co rre spon dence res ultin g from our r ecent adverti s emen t. 
It i n hoped that our numbers will be e nl arged in th e near f ut ure 
as t he i nterested parties are c ont a cted., and the response was 
co nsidere d satisfactory . 

The chaircm.n then outlin ed t he entertainment programme for 
t he December meet in g; this inclu d es the submitt in g by each attending 
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member of a piece of po etry on the hobby (self-wri tt en, of course ! }, 
a short quiz devised by U:eesrs . Webster a nd Co.se, and a novel com­
petition offered by Jim Walsh, baaed on a story written by himself. 
The eveni ng of Decembe r 12th should be very enjoyable indeed , and 
we l ook forward to it with 11ple asu r eable anticipation" • 

.After refreshments the company participated in anothe r ses ­
sion of the "l'rio Game" ; needless to relate, this gave great 
pl easure, and al l joined in with gusto . In fietic parlance, this 
was a clean and well - fought contest , with no punches pulled, and 
the winnin g pair (Norman Pragnell and Frank Case) had to fi gh t 
bard f or victory . 

Th e meeting ended with the usual brisk library business at 
10 p . o. 

Next meeting December 12th (6 - 30 p.m , in stead of 7 p . m.) 

FRANK CASE, 
Bon. Secretary ... 

*** 
MIDLAIID SECTION l!EEl'ING I NOVElUIER 15t.b: !.!any a tim e and oft 
wea th e r f orecasts have proved wrong this yea r and several met:1bers 
were kept awo.y tonight by the unfulfilled promise of thick fog 
developing during the evening. 

Tb.ia was a pity as we had yet another full and pleasan t 
eve ning, a gre a t part of which wa.s occupied by discussions on such 
question s as Frank Richards I statuB as a writ er , ho w we became 
re-ac quain t ed with Ol d Boys ' Books in adult life, Md the to pi ca l 
ques tion of "horror comics" . de a lso teckled a quiz. 

Wo wer e v ery pl ea sed to see Mr. \I,. ii. Mor gan a gain c.fte r an 
unav oid a bly lengthy nbs ence . 

We were very ple ase d o.lso to hear n proposo.l for c. club 
meeting the follo wing Monday evening. Thi s wfl.s a t the sqgges ti on 
of n. very enthusi Astic 100.y member ,- Mrs . Weston , \"Those birthday it 
is. ~ie wer e much a ttr ac ted by this nice idea, espec ially es club 
nights occur nll too infrequently :J.nyway. But to h nve meetin gs 
two successive weeks is c e rt ~i nly 311/ unpreoedented IVld unp ara llel ed 
occu rr ence for ue, (but not unnppreci,.tedl ). 

After r ef reshments, we had o further discussion on the forth ­
coming Ghri stmM Pe.rty (December 18th), and to close the evening, 
someone hrui the hnppy ideo. of fishin g out r-. qutlJlt.ity of 11.Lfognete" 
for snle . Looking t hrough thes e aoems nn indisptJns nbl c pn rt of n 
club night. EDli'ARD DAVEY. 
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CAJI AllYOl.E PLEASE ASSI SI' THE LONDON CLUE LIBRARY TO COIIPLErE A 
SERIES? Grus 742 and 747 ARE WANrED. 
JlQG.ER JEIIKINS-;--1'57 [>'ESl'ERN AVEJIUE, LONDON I W. 3. 

AVAILAllLE (ALL PERIODS) !.!agnet s, ~' Sexton Blakee , Popu l ars , 
Boys Realms, Boys Friends, Boys Friend Librar y's, Marvel s , 
Co llectors• Digests , (.Uso Annuals), Uni on Jacks (1925-1933), 
s. o. L• e 1.11 Types. 
(18 80-1914 ) British Boys , Boys of The &>pire, Pn l s, Boys Gr a phio, 
Boys of Engl and, Boys llerald, Young Men of Grea t Bri t ain , Boys Own 
~' Bi g Budget , Puck, Pluck , Comic Cuts ,~' Worlds Comic 1 
Ally Slo pers , Scr aps, Snapshots , Nuggets, Garland ·, Ralf penny Comic, 
Vansu n rd.s I Surpri s e . 
~· Half - Holi da y , ~ . Bu!'fa lo Bills , Boys Owns. ALSO 
St a rtlers, ~' Boys 1lngaz1nes, Newnes Turpins. ~a: 
Holid ay (11.os t I ssue s ), Champi on , Pla ybox , Tiger Tims,~ 
Friend , Schoo lgirl s Own, Modern Boy. Further Details glad l y 
suppli ed , (s . A. E. Pleas e ) . Satisfacti on Guaranteed . Exchan g es? 
llos t Typ e s O. B. Books Md other pre- 19 40 !.!agazin es <1ant ed . 
f/ISHil iG ALL ·READERS A liERRY CHP.IS r :.r;.s A..'ID A CHERRY llEW YEAR. 
: • L.UJBE!!l', 347 GEIITTlliDE ROAD, NOR~ 

WANrED: ,\NY copies of ~HIPS between years 1914 and 1920 
(inclusiv e}. Good Condition Only . 2/ 6 Esch Offe red. 
L. P.iCKJ>:.AN, 27 1.RCHDJ.Ll) ROilD, Ei.21' DULWICH, LOIIDO!i, S.E.22 . 

·.:anted, Holiday , .nnu e.ls for 19 31, 1933 , 1934, 1936, and 19 37 . 
I n Good Condit i on . J. CORBEM', 49 CLI!i Filliji RO.t.D, QIJI!n'ON, 
BIRl.iil!GlLJ,! , 32. 

GE:.!S for sale and wanted. M:,GNEl'S 1126 , 112 7, 112 8 , 1177 , 11 79 , 
_12:ao r e~u i r ed . H. BLOOM, 45 H.'J IPTO!I ROAD, IL FQRD, ESSEX. 

,ILJ!l'ED: Stor i es by J;,CK NOlll' H, RI CHLRD Ri.!IDOLPH, !UNDOLPH RYLE, 
?.'.RJ'ICUL,\RLY SCHOOL, CRICKET ,U."1> FOOJ'B,\LL YARBS. ~. 
PRI!.!ROSE COJ'TAGE I KI!IVER I srOURBRIDGE. 

Part , 

Appetis i ng 

THE EIGB!'H C. D. ANNUAL 

IS llEARL Y RBADY 

BILL 0F FARE 

Satisfyi ng (Co nt 'd ) 
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A BILLY BUIII'ER MEAL 

Char lea Hamil ton and the Modern Boy .. by Eric Fayne 

The Cases of Pete r Flint, Detective Extraordinary 

The Cricket Tes t . 
A Dead Man's Sec r et (Nelson Lee) 

100 Years of Boys• Periodicals (Part 2) 
Those Beguil i ng Bl ue Gems 
The Man at t he Be l.JD 

h!or e of the Man from Bake r Street .. 

Bob Cherry ' s Romance 
11Comic II Char act era 

Bri tian I nvaded - Often 
The Collectors • Who 1 s Who 

by Geoffrey Hockle y 
. by 1V. W. J a rdin e 

_____ by Jac k Wood 

by fl. O. G. Lofts 

by Roger !.!. Jenki ns 
by Ernest c. Carte r 

by !.!embers of t he 
Sexton Blake Cir c l e 

by J. Breeze Ben tley 
by Leona rd Paekman 

by Herb e rt Leekonby 

Orde r ot Once if You Harn• t Done So Al reedy 

You .Ell.!. be Sorry if You Miss It 

Price 11/6 

********** 
L ETTER BOX 

ilALLY BUNl'ER• S CO!.UNG BACK! 

llovooiber 16th, 1954. 

Dear Herbert Leek enby, 

Rose Lawn, 
Kingsgato-on-S en., 
Bro~dst'l.irs, Kant . 

Many th a nks f or your letter and th e C. D. I am v er y i nt e :r-
ested to ho.~r that there may be a sketch of my unwort hy eel£ i n tho 
Dececbe r issue, by tb e mast e r-b and of C.H. Chapm.:i.n. If i t mate r,... 
i alis es , I sh nl l certain l y keep it , fo r no one could admire 
Chapman's skill more than I do . 

The "Lone Texan " is out at last , though sure thc.t guy hasn • t 
been burning the wind on the trail! I was very pleased to rend 
Eric _' s_ review of the some in the l a.st C.D._: . and p leo.sed _ to odd .. 
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that the deplorable misprints to which he alluded are being ~ox-­
rected in the second edition. It see.ms to me e. remarkoble pro­
duction for the price, for both printing nnd pa.per a.re very good, 
apart from the mieprints, and it is as long as a Bunter bookJ and 
what do paper covers matter anyway? !!ow often I have tried to 
explain to publishers that people buy a book for the inside, not 
for the outside. In France the most weighty classical works a.re 
published in paper covers: and why not here? How often books 
are hung up, waiting on the book-binders, who really are not needed 
at all. But I am glad to see that paper covers nre m&lcing their 
way at last, and hope to eee many more of them. 

I have lately finished writing a 11Carcroft" serial for the 
"Silver Jacket": dealing with the perpetually attractive topic of 
a barring,-out, Actually Carcroft, alone among my many eoholastio 
establishments, has never ba.d a barring-out so far. Bow it is 
mald.ng up for lost time. I don't know whether you ever see L,mond 
Olendenning•o Book of Sport annual, Felgate is there as usual. 
The next Bunter book, 'Billy Bunter's Double', is due in March or 
April, fro11 Caasell1s. Old readers who remember "Wally" may like 
to meet that interesting youth again. 

Christmas is coming. I have gi. ven up counting my 
Chriatlil&Saes I there have been so many of them. But I am alwe,;rs 
glad to see another. So I will wind up with beat wishes for a 
happy Chrie tmas to all old friend• of the o.B. B. c. , and .all the 
best for the New Year. 

Vlith kindest regards, 
FRANK RICILI.IU)$0 

******* 
lQ!.l£§.!. 

(I go to bed tired the day the C.D• •· have been mailed. 
letters like this begin to arrTve, 

Dear llr. Leekenby, 

169a Oxford Road, 
Calne, Wilts. 

3, 11. 54. 

Then 
- ll.L.r 

Please find enclosed l/6d. P.O. for Novomber Collector's 
Digest. This publication is of great interest, Long may you 
continue the good work. 

Yours oi nceroly, ELIZAMlrH P. EAMES. 
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Dear Herbert , 

(3401-------------

.Ratbm1nes, IUblin, Ire land, 

4th Novelllber, 1954. 

Enclosed plea.se find my sub. for the November iseue of C.D. 
Bow I am longing for it to arrive. 

God bless you, 

John. 
P.S. Since writing above (a minute ago} the November "C.D," has 
reached me - Whoops, Cheers. John. 

THE sr . GERALD' S HERALD by DEREK THOMSON 

• The St. Gerald's Herald is an amateur School Stoey magazine 
printed and published by Joseph lleeohan of Glaegow . llr. lleechan has 
a flair for writing School Stories and would liks to keep the same 
in circulation as long as possible. llr. lleeohan , a~ from having 
studied School Story Writing, took a eix month course from Ru.akin 
College, Oxford and obtained a firs t class certificate. 

Mr. M.eeohan qa.s about a. dozen readers o.t the moment, but 
would like "n few" more I The stories are of standard interest and 
concern the eecopa.des of ?om Bennet & Co. of the Fourth Fom. 

The Herald costs 7d. , post free, and has 20 pages. The 
only illustration is by Henry 'i ebb of Ipswich, who, each fortnight, 
gives the Herald n worthwhile appearance w1 th his splendid drawings. 

!.Ir. Meeohnn does not wish to set up a rival mag., but Me 
Mked me to try nnd secure some readers through tho medium of 
Collector• s Digest :i.nd sincerely hopes Herbert Lockenby will not 
fcnko off_!!_!!.9•· ll!>ck -~_!>ors "".e l!.'1" avn!! !!!>l-• fro _m, J~s~ __ 
Meeohan, ''The Mount", Kileyth, Nr. Gltl.Sgo\7. 

(No, of course, Herbert Leolcenby won't take offence, for 
such a plucky effort deserves encoure.;mont. B.L. ~ 
*********'*"*********• • • • • h 111111 K II JIN III i IOI 11***4i*mum•a ii A A A AA ; ! Lack of space in the Annual has not pe:rmi tted us to wish "# 
: you all the Compliments of the Season , so may we, the publish-: 
: era , take this opportunity of conveying to all readers of c.n.: 
! A VERY HAPPY CIDUST",lAS Il!DEED and E\'ERY BEST WISH for 1955 • We! 
! hope your eighth year• a Annual wil;J. fP. ve you many hours of ! 

; .. ~~:!~*····················•*********•••••••••ilili 
YORK DUPLICATING SERVICES, 1 THE SiWlBLES, YORK. Tel: YORK 3898. 


