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3rom ___ the __ [ditor's ___ ~biir. 
CAJI YOU DRAW? llaurice England, of 2 High Street, Preeteigne-upon­
Lugg, Radnorshi re, ha.a put up a. very interesting suggestion . Here 
it is: 

1'rhe Magnet has publ ished on at least one occasion a map of 
Gr eyfria re and district. Thia aeema by no meano to fit in with 
the various descriptions in the Magnet, etc . I believe this also 
applie s t o othe r maps in tb e Holid ay Annuals, etc . 
So I wou l d like to suggest o. competition for a map of Greyfriars 

and district nearest to the descriptions generally given. 
The beet three to be selected by a. small committee and Frank 

Richa rds would perhaps be persuade d to pick the beat out.. 
I would l ike to offe r l'.l prize as a small incentive if t he idea 

meets with appr?val and suggest that the winning effort might be 
printed in the .Annual. 11 

Well it seeme to mo a jolly good idea, don 't you ? It would 
be just the thing to accompany Eric Humphreys fine orticle "A 
Ramble Round G:reyf'riare 11

• It won't be an easy job but I know 
t hose of you who are handy with your pencils, and there are qui te 
a few of you, won• t mind that . There ' s Perc y North for in s tance 
who has al"eady done one of the distric t round Harry Wharton • a 
home. 

Anyway let me know if you would like to have a go for Mr. 
England'• generous pri ze. We should have to make the de ad line 
the last week in October . And pl ease don't forget to all ow for 
plenty of margin, about an inch all round. 

* • * * * * * 
'ANNUAL• PROGRESS, All gees well; at the moment of writingfour 
articles have been set including Eric Fayne•s r eview of the Gem 
"Whi'\e Cover Deya". It wil l appeal to all Gemites . Soon we shall 
~~oge r Jenkins' description of the ltlagneto of the sa:ne period. 
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Further Geofft"ey Hockley • s article on S. Wal.key• s ' Chu.me 1 serials 
is on the higb seas. 

Then John L. Jukes of Bournemouth has proo.ised us 8l'I articl e 
which to use his own words will deal with "Hoiv I started at the A. P. 
when I returned from abroad and my subsequent meet in gs with various 
and sundry oha.racte re. Escapades in Fl e et Stre et , etc . e tc . bef ore 
I took the gypsy • s warning and left it all for more s ylvian fie ld s ." 

Sounds good , doesn 't it? Gives you a l onging for Christma.s I 
guess . It does me. 

Well take time by t he forelock, and send those order and Who' s 
~ho forms along . As I' ve said before ite a big jo b compiling the 
t Vfbo's Who' and it he lp s a lot when t hey are in early and, of cour se, 
it is not essentia l to pay for your copy yet. 

* * * * * 
PERIODICALS OF THE PAsr , If for a change oc casiona lly you will lik e 
to browse over some ol d time adult publ ications you cannot do better 
than s end for some of th ose adve rt ised by Charl es Vennimore on 
t hi s page. He has John Bulls, Answers , Tit - Bit s, Pearsons , etc . 
etc .. all in mint cond.i tion, at little mor e t han original price s . 
Ite amusing to discover articles wrt tten twenty or thirt y years ago 
on such t opics as: ''l'he Moral s of t he Modern Girls 11

; "Bow to Brighten 
Cricke t ". and ''Too Much Rough Pl ay in Footb all " . 

* * * * * 
ANorHER Al&'UAL, On tbe morni ng of Septan be r 12th, all being well, 
eha ll be sett in g off for ten or so exhilarating , thrill-packed day s 
in London t own and vicin i ty . Once again I am lo oking forward with 
r elish to meeting ol d friends , and other friends whom I shall be 
meeting for the first time. The faithful Len will be drawing up a 
pro gramme and I sha ll be staying with John R. Shaw, 4 Brunswick: 
Park , Camberwell, S .E . 5. All mail to York wi ll be sent on to me. 

Yours sincerely, 

HERBER!' LECKENBY • 
. ..:.. - ..:.. : . .:. ... -· ·.. . ..:. . .:. . ..... ;. . - .. ... : .. -~:..-::.-:·-~ ·-.·:. ·~.·::.: ::: :::: ::::::: ; ::;;::;~::;:::; :: ·- ·-·-· -· -·-·-·-·-· 

A SNIP THINNING DOl\'N COLLECTION. Thousand s of Periodicals 1920 to 
outbreak of ' Worl d War II at 3d per oopy. Also th ousan ds of 1914 
pe ri od (now very scarce ) all mint oondi ti on . Bulk orders pref err ed. 
Refer Her bert Leckenby and Lon Paokman. Postage axtrs. · ·c.E.F . · 
VEJINDIORE, 25 1 BYROII AVENUE, WEsr HOUJISLOW, l!IDDLESEX. 
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BLRJ<MJVR 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKJ.IAJI 

27
1 

Archdal e Road 1 East ru l wich 1 London . S. E.22. 

In response to mY rec ent reques t I have received a number of 
interesting l ette r s . I have of cour se answered each one in di vid­
ua ll y . I do, however, take this opportuni t y of again saying TllA!llC 
YOU. I hope you will wr1 t e again . 

I n my opini on t he new se t - up of the S. B. Library i s rathe r 
good. It ce rt ain ly makes the story easier to read. Incidentall.7 ', 
t he quality of the s t ories has improved very much of late. They 
are at least to pi cal - a policy which was al ways the key note of 
th e u.J. and s . B. L. in the ' good ol d timest. 

Do any of you recognise t he cover design fo r s. B. L. 341 ( "l' he 
Trail of th e lliss i ng Scientiet " by A. Parsone ) ? I t io a reprin t 
of the cover of a SE~l'ON BLAKE AIINUAL. I em not sure whether it 
was tbe secon d or t he thi rd of t hos e Annuals, because they we re not 
dated; but I can pin it to one of the se two ( there were four al to­
gether) . The origin al ill ustrat i on r el ated to a G,cyn Evans story 
''l'he Case of the Wandering Jew", a story whi ch was itse l f a repri nt 
of u. J. No. 1130 but slightly abridged . In that same Annual one of 
G.H. Teed •s exce ll ent Chinese yarns made its t hird appearance . The 
sto r y fi r st ap pea r ed i n S.B .L. llo . 360 (1st series) ''rhe Case of 
th ~ Jade-Handled Knife ", was repri nted i n U. J . No. 1172 as ''r he 
Clue of t he Crack ed Footprint", and bore the same title - with 
several chapters de l eted - in the Annual. What a pity none of 
th ose ol d s t ori es are reprinted t oday . 

Next month ' s Blakiana will cont ain part t ,vo of Walt er Webb1s 
"Raff l es" article , and another of Derek Ford' a Consult i ng Room 
Chats . I do ask you t o wri t e to him if you have my interesting 
items or tit - bi t s for inclusion in these Chat s . 

* * * * * 
CRICKErER AND CRACICS!.!Al1 

by l7alter Webb 

PAR!' ONE 

JOSIE PACKJUJi. 

A l!AJ'OR EVElll' IN DEl'ECTI VE WR:rrING! ran th e announcement 
her a l din g the first meeting between se xt on Blak e, word- f amous 
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private invest i gat or, of Baker street, London, much feared, greatly 
respected tracker of cr1minals, and A.J . Raff l es, the suave, debon­
air , devil-may - care man- about- town, permanent resident of the 
Albany Hote l, Piccadilly, also both feared and respected by those 
small time crimina l s whose act i ons had brought upon their uneasy 
heads his wrath and contempt. 

Strange but true is the fact that although Raffles did not 
enter the Sexton Blake stories until Juno 19 37, he was even then 
the oldest cre ated character , apart from Bl ake himself, being feat ­
ured in either th e Sexton Blak e Library, or Det ective Weekly . 

It was in th e Victorian era that Raffles first made his 
appearance, in a story entitled ''rhe Amateur Cracksman", in the 
year 1899 , an inspiration on ths part of the author which was to 
make him world famous as a ·.vri ter of crime novels and romantic 
stories . 

Ernest William Hornung, creator of Raff l es, was born in 
l!iddleebrou gh, on 7 Juns 1866 and educ ated at Uppingbam Grammar 
School . Having spent his ear l y life in Australia he gainsd valu ­
able experiences and t hese were reflected in his earlier ta.lee of 
adventure . In the 1914-18 war, Hornung served with the Y.11.C. A. 
in France and Flanders, and not long afte r peaoe was signed passed 
on . He died on 23 March 1921 . 

Almost ae famous a figure as .Raffles himself was Bunny lilandEII"B, 
the jW1ior partner , who shared in many a famous exp loit t a willing 
and faithful ally , who , at one time in the day s of the i r boyhood 
was Raffies • fag at school . The fostering of the partnership of 
Raffles and :ainny in crim e ,vas re l ated in ''The Ides of March", in 
which story was described how the junior partners , ruined and 
penniless by cont i nuous l osses at gambl ing was taken under Raffles ' 
wing, which resulted in ths two sharing their first criminal under ­
tcldng togsther. 

Amateur cracksman by night, during what time he would oracle a 
safe wi t h calm and calcu la ted assu rance, . he would , on the cricket 
f i eld the day fo ll owing, in bis st atus of amateur cricketer, crack 
a century with the same immaculate ease. Bis calm, u.n.ruf' fled 
figure was familiar on all ths famous county grounds, for he visit ­
ed them all when playi ng for bis county , which, in vie w of hie 
ne.farioue enterprises must be nameless - Lords, the Oval , Trent 
Bridgs, Old Traffo rd and all the rest. These were the days of Dr. 
w.G . Grace 1 of Gilbert Jsssop, of Wilfred Rhodes and others , ths 
truly great cricketers, whose name s will never be forgotten in the 
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memories of th ose whose good fortune it was to witness their cicill 
and spo rtsmanship on th e field of play. 

It wa s during a tour of Aust r alia, as a member of the English 
touring si de , that A.J. Baffles first too k to crime. D.lri ng the 
r aces at Mel bourne, Raff les, having left a.11 hie cash in the hands 
of the bookmakers by t he usual exp edie nt of backing the wr ong 
hors es, .f ound himse l f utt erly and complet e ly "broke". The only 
t hing to do was t o r ob a bank , or something equally daring, and i t 
was the bank that Raffles ultimately s ucce eded i n relieving of 
several hundre d go l den so ve r eigns, ju s t enough f or hie immediate 
needs. 

The audacity and quee r sense of humour which was such e part 
of t he gentleman cracksman •a make-up was part icular l y i n evidence 
in 11A Jubil ee Pres ent ", a st ory se t i n the d113s of t he Diamond 
Jubil ee of ~een Vi cto r ia . Having , with th e he lp of Bunny Manders , 
l i ft ed a golden cup of ancien t history from t he Room of Gold in the 
Brit ish Museum, a cup which a.t one t ime was supposed t o have been 
the prcperty of Henr y t he Eight h and ~ een Eli zabeth, Reffles de ­
c id ed to send it to t he Queen, for whom be had no grea t er rev er­
ence snd o.dmir ati on. And so i t was that whi l st a ll the police 
forces in the British Isles were se archin g fr an tic a ll y f or th e 
r el ic and th e men who had sto l en it, i t was at that ve ry moment, 
packed in a n crdin a cy biscuit tin, en route to fuckingham Palace 
via the G.P .O. 

One of the best stories of Raffl•• was t ha t which appeared 
under the title of 'YI'be Gift of th e Em.peror11

, whic h recorded sane 
thrilling events that t ook place on a German liner on its journey 
acr oss tb e ?dedi t e rra.nea.n from Genoa t o Naples . In orde r to retain 
his l iberty , Raffles was canpelled t o jump overboard n ea r th e 
island of Elb a , and hie horrifying exp eri enc e s as he battled f or 
his lif e in th e se a r esu lted in his dark hai r turning canplet el y 
white. AltholJ8h he survived this ordea l he was never again to 
Bunny l!ande re the aeme Raff l es of old, Md in subseq uent st orie s 
of his charac ter Hornung always r ef err ed t o Raff l es as a premature­
l y age d , grey haired and handsome man, a fe.c t which was to be ove r­
looked, maybe aociden\a lly, perha ps delibera t ely , when, in ,.ears 
t o come , the char3.Cter was t o bo revived under the guiding hand of 
Barry Perolt'tle. 

Many year s ago th e most not able stories dee. ling w1 th t he ex ­
ploits of the gentl eman crackaman wer e publi shed in book f om and 
were illlnensely popula r. Afterwards when dramati s ed they prcved 
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equally successful a.s a play, wi. th Gerald du llaurier in the leading 
part . Two films dealing with the exploits of Raffles, produced in 
America. , were shown over here, the first one having Ronal d Col mo.n 
in the role of the gentlemm cra.cksman, nnd the other with Davi d 
Niven in the title role. 

Twelve years after Hornungt s death ar r angements wero made t o 
reviv e the character of Raffleo, and it was in the pages of 'wrhe 
Thriller" that the first of the new adventures of the gentleman 
crackeman were published. The first story, entitled , simply, 
"Raffles!" appeared in issue No. 208, on Saturday , 21 January 1933, 
but as the psper 'Ras published a week in advance the publication 
data was given as 28 January. 

The author responsible for the new series was Barry Perowne, 
who followed faithfully in the footsteps of hi s predecessor, so 
that Raffles was exactly as the reader had pictured him before -
lean, handsome, brown, aqui line, with blue compelling eyes, de.rk:, 
crisp hair, a strong u..ttscrupulous mouth , between the lip s of which 
was the ine vit ab l e Sullivan Egyptian ci ga r ette , Of his skill as a 
bntsman and bowler there was no deterioration whatever; he was 
still an automatic choice for the Gent l emen vers us Pl aye;s in the 
Fee ti val games . 

There were thirteen stories of Raffles published in 11Tbe 
Thriller" , all sp l endidly illustrated by Ernest Hubbard, whose 
wor k is fami l iar to mill i ons as the artist who draws 'Jane 1 so 
delightfully in the Daily Mirror these days. 

Following these stories came that eventful entry of Raffles 
into the pages of the Sexton Blake Library, f or in No. 577 , Second 
Series , in an adventure entitled "Raffles v Sexton Blake 11

, the two 
wor ld- famous characters came to grips for the first time. 

On r entin g a house near the estate of the Earl of Wella nd, 
near Bath , in Somerset , and le arni ng that that gont l001an was the 
proud possessor of a fmous bracelet , known as the Fet ter of Buddha, 
Raffles decided to relieve the Earl of it. In ignorance of the 
fact that Sext on Blake was a guest of the man they intended to rob, 
Raffles and Bunny laid their plans, and discovering that an order 
·had been issued for the exhumation of the body of a l ocal resident 
who had mysterious l y died, in consequence of which the attention of 
th e police would be concentra t ed on t he reopening of the grave, the 
partners deoidod to make their bid whilst this was in progress . It 
was at this point that their p ath oroseed that of a gang of Russian 
crooks who .bad contrived to possess themselves of o. considerable 
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portion of the Crown Jewels of Russia, stolon during the contusion 
of tho Revoluti on, tho disappearanc e of which bad beon a mystery 
ever sinco. With rival gangs of Russian crooks s triving for 
possession of the priceless tre as ure, Sexton Blake's task was 
primarily in attempting to thwart the ir intentions rather than 
being engaged in a battle of wits with the daring and impudence of 
the wily Raffles. 

This story of murder, violence end robbery, with , as its 
set ting a remote r ai n-swept Somersetshire village, is one of the 
beat exploi ta of Raffles - and, in c id ent ally, Sorton Bl ake as well 
- that bas been printed . It ended with the famous rivals regard ­
ing each oth er with even greater respect, and , because but for 
Raffles' intervention, Blake would not have brought the case to a 
sat i sfac tor y conclusion, the criminol ogis t was not sorry to find 
that having no shred of evide nce by which he could pin the theft 
of the Fetter of .Buddha on the gentleman cracksman, he had t o let 
him go. 

* * * * * 
THE .2filfil .Q!: SEXTON BLAKE 

By Herbert Leckenby 

*** 
The "Daily Telegraph" recently published some very interest ­

ing correspondence on Sexton Blake. It was sta rted off by a mem­
ber of our circle, Frank Vernon Lay, who opened out by saying 
"Most emphatically as your leader stat es Ilolmee Ras Had It. The 
reigning king is Sexton Blake", 

Frank went on to give some illuminating detai ls of the career 
of our favourite detective, and of the vast amount of research 
that was being undertaken by his admirers. 

Several other lett ers followed. One stated that at th e time 
the stories started there was actually a real Sexton Blake who 
wae an official in the Inland Revenue in the Holborn district. 
Another , though being correct when he said the first story was 
wri tt en by Harry Blyth was wrong when he stated it appeared in .!!2• 
2 of the id lla rvsl. It wes of course No. 6 as revealed for the 
first time in the C. D. saoe years ago. 

The same correspondent estimated that th e total number of 
words written about Blake would be about 25 million, and that the 
authors had probably shared well over £25,000. In a letter I sent 
to the ''Telegraph" I suggested that these estimates were very much 



out or lt, the total words would be more like 15() million , and see ­
ing that well over 3,000 stories had been written and that before 
the war an author got a cheque for about £60 for a S.B . L. the total 
amount earned would be over £100,000 even allo'.rl.ng for modest sums 
for t he early stories . 

However , the most interesting letter came from none othe r than 
the son of Harry Blyth . In view of its i:Dportance here it is in 
full, 

11Sir, Alfred Ha.nnsworth, a s he was then, canmissioned my 
father, Harry Bl yth to nite a series of detective stories. Uy 
father asked me, then a lad in my teens, whi ch titl e I liked best 
for his hero, Gideon .Barr or Sexton Blake . I pl umped f or Sexton 
Blake . 

After 60 years he i s still a money sp in ne r, but rever is t here 
a word of acknowledgment for the creator of the character. 

Yours fai tbfully, 
HARRY BLYl'H. 

Well that settles what has often been debated, to whom went 
the credit fo r coining the name, doesn ' t it? 

Now my lotte r to the Te l egraph wasn't pub l ished but I was 
very pleased ·when I t'le.& informed by the editor that it had been 
sent on to Mr. Blyth. I was more pleased still when a day or eo 
later I had a very interesting le tte r from llr. Blyth himself . 

Here ar e ext r acts frooi it t 

35, Wrotham Road, 
Broadstairs, Kent. 31st Jul ' :'6 

Dear Mr, Leckenby , 
I am much obliB9d to you for your letter of 28th inst. and to 

the 11Daily Telegraph 11 for kindly sending 1 t to me. 
You are quite right about my father , Harry Bl yth , us ing the 

pen name of Hal Mere dith . It had faaily con nections , being hie 
mothe r• s maide n name . a.it he used many others . "Major Daring", 
"Captain Sinc l air", "Policeman Pau l" etc . If my memory serves me 
ri gh t "!'he Marvel", "Pluck 11 and the ''Union Jack" were all laun cha:l 
with the first half dozen or so tales by Harry Bl yth, but usually 
a pe n name was used. He was a free lance, and neve r on the staff 
of the Hameworth Press . 

A gentleman named Joseph Hatt on had for years a couple of 
co l umns in the 11Sundo.y People" entitled "Cigarette Papers" . For 
some reason he dropped out , and my father filled t he gap with 

'"rhird Class Crimes 11 or t he undiscovered crimes of London . It....EML 



these that. i nduced Al f red Barmswo rt h to ask my father t o st nrt the 
"Halfpenny M.arvel 11 wi th a. series of dotec t ive ya.ms . mien they met 
Harmsworth greeted b1m by sa.ying "So you are tbe c r ime merchant" 
and my fs.tbe r r ep l ied 11Just as you are a newspape r merchant 11

• 

Hannswo rt h liked an yo ne who stoo d up to hi.m. They all fea red him 
in the office . 

Incidentally , "Gideo n Barr 11 was also used . The s ame material , 
bu t be was never so popular as 11Serlon Blake". St range what a 
di f f erence a name c an make . Yours fai t h.fully , 

l!ABRY _BLYl'H. 

Yes , indee d , what a di ffe r ence a name can make! We1ve often 
said t hat where Blake ie concerned, h aven ' t we? Gideon Barr , 
Stan l ey Dar e , Frank Fe r rett, Martin Stee l e . and scores of othe r 
sleuths wi th just ordinary names have long ago paused into obl i vion. 
One wonders if Blake bad been Frank i nstead of Sex t on whether he 
would have suffered t he same fa t e . I think we sho u ld pass a be ­
lated vote of thanks to t he so n of Harry Blyth for his in sight ove r 
60 years ago. ?or just t hink what a difference it bas made to us. 

In a fu rt he r letter to me Mr. Blyth says: 
"Yes you are quite right ; my father did die o.t a comparative­

ly e arly ago , 46, of t yphoid - thoy had not the means of treati ng 
that disease in those days thot they have now . 

The suggestion that the name Sexto n ] l ake was to.ken from an 
official i n t he Inl and Revenue in Hol born dis t ri c t is absurd . l!y 
father a.lways "coine d 11 bis no.mes. We lived then at Peckham Byo , 
and it is most unlike l y he ever heard of any one i n the Holbo m 
di strict of t he I nl and Revenue . If he had he woul d ce rt ain l y not 
have used bis name for ve r y obvi ous reasons. -

Just as foo l is h is the statemen t that ".Frank 11 was the ori ginal 
Chris ti an name ." 

Well it • s all ve r y interesting i ndeed . I t hink our thanks 
are als o due to Frank Lay for starting t he correspondence . 

And just as I finished writing this I ' ve heard t ha t our own 
s l eut h , Bill Lofts, has been down t o Boum8Do uth to see 11r. Bl yt h. 
As a r esult I guess t h ere • l l be more on the subject next month . 

~· Genuine Coll ec t or requires t he fo ll owing number s to com­
ple t e co l lection of Fir st New Series 1felson Lee Library, 1, 2, 6 , 
1, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 18, 59, 67. Al l of f e r s to , - NORIIAll PRAGNELL, 
33, BRAE Bl'., LI VEl!POOL, 7 L.l.!ICS. 
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1-1 F1 n1 Jr r on JFrnF1 
Compiled by HERllERJ' LECKENBY 

THE PASSI!IG OF ,IARrIN CLIFFORD, Lest that startles you you had 
better read the letter signed ' Frank Rich&rd."8' on anothe r page 
first. From that you will see that there ie really no need to be 
alanned for those Tom Merry stories will be just as good when 
11Frank " takes over from "Martin 11 who was slightly the elder. All 
the same I fa ncy that faithf ul Gemites, being sentimentalists too, 
will sigh just a little wistfully if tbs old familiar name is to 
appear no mor e. * ... * .. * 
SHOULD THEY HAVE GROWN uP? Gerry Allison • s intriguing article 
created quite a lot of comment and as anticipated the "Noes" have 
it . ijere are some of the views I received, and no doubt Gerry had 
many mo:re. 

Ger ry Allison's article was grand, and opened a fine vista of 
what-might-have - been. However, Gorry•s suggestions of tho se tre­
mendous might-have-been series might not have occur r ed to t he mind 
of Frank Richards I The ever - changing scene and personnel might 
have flitted by too quickly f or the boyi sh mind, and gone into the 
limbo of forgotten th i ngs. 

It i s not easy to make l ife -l ong fri ends with ships or boye 
( or masters) that pass in the ni ght, and the Magnet might not now 
have had a large circle of somewhat middle - aged , if not always 
paunchy and scant - hai red, admirers. 

Among those pro verbs which Inky always quoted inco r rect l y , 
v,aa one beginning "A bird in the hand"; let us be truly thankful 
for those lovely and delightful se ries which DID occur to Frank 
Richards , perhaps because be !'.!§. dealing witb8static and eterna l 
youth . To have got rid of .Bunter in tb e course of time , and the 
intr oduction of a new, similar character, might not have been 
successful; an example of such a failur e can be seen i n the 
Trimble character . Can one ever imagine th e Oem having the sub­
t itle Baggy Trio bl e I s Orm Pape r? 

Apropos the arrival at Gre yfriars of the Son of Berry Wbarton1 
the sons of Great Men, history teaches us , are so often such dis -
appoint in g failuree ! * * * UAURICE KtJ!'BER. 

Gerry ' s fine artic l e raises a most int e resting topic affecting 
not onl y Hamilt9nians. I, like many others once attempted to 



compile a Sexton Blake Saga only to come up against the problem 
t ha t this year would be in all probability Sexto n lllake' s Cente nar y 
with Tinker a youthf ul eighty! The idea of a centenarian detective 
whilst pe r haps novel would not I think: commend itself to the A. P. 
So it is accepted t hat Blake remains a permanent 39 j u st as Wharton 
is 15. 

I do not think it was eve r the intention of 111y editors that 
the age of charac t er s shou l d remain fixed. I n fact we do have a 
span of tim e with the early Sert on Blake which ceased when he be-­
came a regular fixture. It was one of those things which just 
happen. Lat er, much later the Thomson editors decided to avoid 
that possible criticism and instructed that the school character s 
should grow up and in the ma.in they are n ow forgotten a lth ough I 
have heard it rumour ed that they have a few followers . 

It is difficult to say what makes a story popular - it I s not 
necessa.rl ly good writing. There are many exami,les of badly writte n 
popular stories. Char l es Hamilt on has written many st ori es not 
concerning the f amous three schools some of them vecy fine stories 
indeed but none of them can usurp the place of the favou:ri tea. 

AB to whether it is right t o say that Hitler's subs . succeeded 
where the Kaiser•s fai l ed well it h as been said by one who could 
know that th e Magnet and Gsm were doomed anyway - circulations had 
fal l en and Hitler only hastened a decision that had already been 
made. Be that as it may the charm of Gr eyf riars etc, ia that the 
beet stories can be read time and time again and oneh enjoyment 
never lessen.. That's the essence of great wri ti ng - th e plo t s are 
only incidental and whatever Hamilt on wrote or i s yet t o write he 
can never surpas s bis greatest triumphs. To pi ck one of them up is 
to be transported back t o the d~s of one's youth amongst the 
scenes and characters thot have come t o b e almost personal f rie nds. 
But if one picked one up md discove red eho.r3.Ctors who wer e net\' and 
the absence of sey \'?hnrton and Bunter woul d 1 t be th e snme. I 
doubt it .. The constant rop eti tion of "Hnllo ha llo ballo 11 "I say 
you fellows" and the countless idi oms and idioeyncra.cies a ll in 
time cre e.t e an atmosphere of fi:milinrity. To hear th e llroth ers 
Whiter cross -t e.lk who l e passages of Greytri ors l ore is c side­
split ting exper i enc e th at must be hea rd t o be approcia: t ed. 

No leave them as th ey aro and always have been . Let our 
fancies roam with 1 if 1 and 'mybes• if you like but do not spo il 
the illusion. In his own field Hsmilt on is King - extend it and I 
feel he would becane as so many others merely the writer of vory 
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good stories but not the crea t or of characters that will live for 
evor. FRA.NK VER~OJI LAY • 

• • 
17, Osborne Road, Bonichu rcb, Essex . 

Doar Herbert, 8.8 . 55. 
Sorry I'm late placing the order for the Annual, but here it is 

at last, together with cheque . 
The few hints you have given us with r egards to t he contents 

havo begun to make my mouth water already . 
I thought Rex Hardingo •s l ettor in the August C.D. was extremely 

interesting md so was Len Packman' s a rt icle on th e St . Jim's 
Sports Competition series. 

I was keen l y i nterested in Gerry Allison's article "Should They 
Have Grown Up" . I must · agree with much of what be says but there 
is one point he has overlooked . If the original Greyfriars, St. 
Jim's and Rookwood characters had moved up the schoo l and eventually 
left, making way for new characters, I don ' t think that there would 
be now that great demand for ALL copies of the ''Magnet" and "Gem" 
which erlsts under present circumstances. 

Gerry says t hat the "Magnet " contai nin g the story of Wingate ' a 
farewell would be priceless. To sane readers perbape it would be, 
but in such circumstances, later readers, say those between 1930 
and 1940 , would never have heard of Wine:ate and couldn ' t care less 
when he le ft Greyfriar s . 

As it i s , we all like to get hold of the old numbers, to see just 
how l ong 1 t took Levison to "reform", to r ead how Vlbarton and 
Cherry first cet, or to find out how any character arrived at the 
school to which hie creator allocated bi,,. 

!levertbeless, Gerry' s article was intriguing. RON. CROLLIE 

* * * 
Gerry Allison' s artic l e was very interestings r eminded me of 

your article on the same subject in the S.P. C. about 10 years ago. 
The idea of th eir growing up baa many attractions, but I prefer 

them as th ey are I * * * AllrHOIIY BAKER. 

DO YOU RE1.!E!illER? By ROGER M. JENKIIIS 

!lo. 12 - Schoolboys' Orm Libraries Jloa. 308 & 317. 
Ce.rdew of St. Jim ' s and llorni~on of Rookwood are a fascinat ­

ing pair of characters for comparison. Cardew is the more delight-



ful to r ead about , mor e i nsouciant and urbane. More over, hi s 
ch ar ac t er re mained the same since he was first introduced into t he 
stories. Momington , on the ot her hand , changed as frequently o.s 
Vernon - Smith, sometimes bl ackguard , sometimes scou ndr el , sometimes 
he r o. Cardew was weal t hy and well-conn ected , but Mornington wa.s 
dep ri ved of his fortuno when his co u sin Her bert tu rn ed up . He did 
no t begrudge tho one -ti me waif the money that had onoe bee n his, 
but he certainly mi ss ed it, and t his depri va.tio n widoubtedly 
embitte r ed him. As be said to Erroll on one occas i on , "You don't 
care what c l ot hes you wear so l ong as you ' re decent t I care no 
end . I bate wearin I a collnr t wic e and o. neckti e three times. 
hate bavin ' my boots soled and heel ed. I hat e l ook i n' at a quid 
twice b efore I spend it. In fact, " eoid Momington, with a bitt e r 
grin - " in f a.ct , I ' ve a l l the t astes of e. gent l emDJ1' s gentleman , 
and t hat 's what I ought to be , I supposo. I belong to the vulgar 
ri ch, o.nd I can 't g et ou t of it . And you don ' t understand it a 
li ttl e bit." Charles Homilton must hnve been thinking of that 
l in e from Tennyson ab out soITow's crown of sorrow boing th e r e­
membrance of hap pier th i ngs . 

Like Cardew, ?Jomingto n also asp ir ed to be junior captain, 
and like Cardev1 he suc ceede d. But there the resemblance ends . 
l.tornington •s ri va l r y was mainly a friendly one, where as Cardew•e 
"Was most unfri endly , t hough he main tained bis urbanity as l ong as 
possibl e. Momington, on the othe r hand, was rather reckless in 
the bribes he offe r ed voters (Smythe, Tracy , and Boward were 
prom i sed places in the team) whereas Cardew 1 s promis es were ;)8 

vague and bland as a poli t ician ' s. 
The Rookwood se r ies was th e earlier of the two, app ea rin g in 

the Boys I Friend in 1919, and running straight through from July 
t o Oct obe r without a bre ak for the ho li ds,yo . It was r eprin t ed in 
Nos . 308 and 317 of the School b oys ' Own Library . Many themes were 
first tried out at Rookwood , to be devel oped more fu l l y in the 
l!ngnet and Gem a t a later dat e , though in this case the prot otype 
suf f ere d fr om no l ack of developnent i t self . 

Mor nington • s opportuni ty arose when Smythe offered the junior 
eleven t be use of a large car to t ake them ov er t o Gre yfri ars . 
Mornington bore in mind the tag from Vergil "Timeo Danaos et dona 
ferentis " (I fe ar t he Gre eks and th e gifts they bring), but Jimmy 
Silver uns uspic i ous ly accepted the offer. .A.a o result, the junior 
eleven was taken fo r a ri de into Devon, while Smythe pr esented his 
own te em a t Gre yfri <1rs. The diBS atisf actio n this incid ent cnueed, 



and the fact t het J immy Silver bad. re f used to heed Mornington • a 
warning, were used as a lev er by Jdornington to demand a new elec­
t i on , which be won. Like Cnrdew , be had bis i ni tial successes and, 
again like Cardew, be I nter tired of the whol e buainoas. The St. 
Jim 1 a and Rookwood ser i es may be r ead one a.ft er anothe r wi.thout any 
l oss of enjoyment , so differently are they co nstl'U cted and so well 
do they il l ustrate th e characters who bad perhaps more dramatic 
potenti al itie s than any other at their respective schools . 

BU!lrER 1 Tl!E BYPIIOriffi! !ly ERIC F AYIIE 

The 13.13.C. work in a myst erious way the ir wonders to perform . 
Very black marks to the individual who had th e strange idea of 
presentin g th e l atest spasms of Bunter on Te l evision between 3 and 
4 in the afternoon . 

"BUNI'ER, THE HYPNDrIST", preeer.tod on Saturday , 23rd July, was 
a jo l ly ranp , and seemed to have been better rehearse d than one or 
two of the pr evious offerings. 

Ger ald Compion, as usua l, was superb as the great :Bill y . I 
can think of nobody who could be mor e convincing i n t he part. Th e 
supporting playe r s did not seem to be so happi l y cast . Some of the 
'boys' wer e too mature for the parts of Removitee , and whil e 
mat urity need be no drawback, as Geral d Campion prov es so definite­
ly, these players , VTi th the possib le exception of Skinner, who did 
his part well, a ppeared to l ack the ezperience t o make themselves 
really convincing . In cont r ast , the lad who played Lord llaulewrer, 
with an wibroken voice , semed rather too youthfu l, at any rate 
beside t he ot hers. 

Mr . QJ.el ch did his bes t , bu t was eomethi118 of a. caricature of 
t he maste r wi t .h the giml et eyes. 

Still , it waa a very jolly half -h our, and, afte r all, in 
these delightful playlets of Frank Richards, i t is Billy Bunter 
r, ho counts. Cheers f or Bill y, and f or Fraruc Richards . 

* * * * * 
Now here's something f or the n,gleeted Rook.wood fans. - H. L. 

LOVELL I S l.il!Elfl' ABLB LAl'SB By VI.F. Ch ampi on 

There are th re e junior schoolboys of popu l ar fiction who a r e 
as alike, fundamenta ll y, as the prove r bial peas in a pod. .Ul of 
heavy stature, they ar e incline d t o snort r a th e r than give vent to 
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normal speech1 th ey a re heav.y-band ed1 it h as of t been eaid t hat 
one "bellows like a bu l l", and the othe r tw o are undeniabl y gru ff 
in approach. F\J.rthennore, on more than one occasion they hav e 
displayed a perverseness that has wel l- nigh caused an irreparable 
breach in their respective otudies. In other words , Gr eyfri ars 
has its Joh nny Bull, St. Jime its George Her ries, and Rookwood i ts 
Arthur Edward Lovell 1 but swop any t wo of them--<>r all three 
for t hat matter --an d l ife at t he th ree famous schoo l s woul d go 
on without any appre ci able change in the n onna l t r end . 

I woul d like to r.c.ention here , too, that while we al l have our 
idiosync r asies and our bad points, we do not all, alas, possess 
tho redeeming f eatu r es of Mess r s. Bul l , Rerriee and Love l l. 

My mind goes back through the years to a certain · time when 
Love ll was even a littl e more perverse t han usual; in fact , he 
kicke d over th o traces in no uncerta i n manne r, a nd it all s t a rt ed 
in such a simp l e way-- delightfu ll y simple ! 

A new boy, a "bl essed ?Jodern 11 named Loring, is du e at Rook.wood, 
and teking into con sidera ti on the fact th at Loring is a re l ation 
of Tommy Dodd and it is a half - holiday , wha t could be better, to 
quote Love ll, than to meet the n ow boy e.t the st ation and jape him?" 

However, there is opposition: Uncle Jam es is for cycl in g; 
Newcome i s for the pi ctures; and Raby keops observing that "The 
river i s rippli ng . " After s ev er al minutes :rather heated debate , 
Love ll rises to hi s feet ' with an e xpre s sion of dogged determina­
tion on his face • , th e r e follows another few minutes olterostio n, 
tben Arthur Edward tramps to t he door. 

"Hold on , Lovel l-- 0 

"Well?" grunt ed Arthur :Edward, turning his head. 
"It's really r a th er ro ugh on a now kid , ol d ch ap," urged 

Jimmy Silve r. "Of course, it ' s a good i doa--r eal l y ri ppi ng- but 
if it was pl aye d on ua when we were new kids , wo shou ld have 
thought it waa- was-l" at he r--->hthor 11 

"Rath er what?" asked Lovell, cl th a gleam in his eyes. 
"Wel l , rath er incons ider at e, don't you th i nk?" 
"No, I don 't. 11 

11Ahem! 11 

"So I'm inconsiderate, am I? " demanded Lovel l. 
"Well, you seo- - " 
"Oh , say what you thi nk:! 11 growled Lowll. "I do . For in­

stance, I think you 'r e a cheoky ass, Jimmy Silver, and I don 't 
make any bones abou t t e ll ing you so !" 
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"Well, then, I do think that it•s incon s iderate," exc laim ed 
Jimmy , rather wann l y. 111 think it's unfeeling, if you want the 
exact truth." 

"SO I'm unfeeling?" growled Lovell,. 
"In tbis instance-" 
''l'hat' e enough 111 

Love ll strode to th e door and dr~ged it open . 
"Love ll, old oha.p--- 11 began Jimmy . 
Slam! 
Arthur Edward Lovell was gone. 
It was as simp l e ae that . 
We don't think any the wors e of Lovell for tbe "tiff". It it 

bad been Newcome, or Raby , who stormed out of the study lik e that, 
we would hovo been puzzled-a l ittle worried . But it was tho ki.nd 
of thing that old Lovell, or Bull , or Harries, would do--and get 
a'flny with-without our feeling of affection far thom being in any 
way impaired. 

on this occasion 1 t went from bad to worse. The wrathfu l 
classical junior tri es to enlist the aid of ot her Fourth-formers 
for his proposed jape, but, i n the end , has to be content with the 
doubtful Tubby Muffin . Re hires a \r1>p from the Coombe J.rms, meets 
Loring, and attempts to ditch him at Bagshot School . The Modern 
boy, however , is very keen, and Muffin' s frequent cbortlings on the 
journey me.ke him suspicious -th e outc ane being that Lovell and 
h:uff in tbemsel ves are 11di tched ", whi l st Lori ng dri we off cheerfully 
in tho tr ap. To further add to Lovel l's misfortunes , that humorous 
Bagshot trio, Pankl ey, Poo l e and Putter, proceed to frogsmarch him 
down the dusty lane, and he eventually arrives back at Rookwood very 
much the worse for wear, breathing fire and murder, and unwis ely 
allowing th e sun to go dom, on his wrath . 

This was a good yarn, very human, and one I sn confident that 
was seldan bettered by Charles Hamilt on. Lovell speaks and acts as 
we• know he wi ll speak and act; we are there with him- and the 
more perverse he becomes , the more we feel sorry for him. 

His nerl cove , despite bi s friend ' s advice, is to challenge 
Loring to a fight. With great forbeal'8Dce, the new boy refuses, 
whereupon Lovell pulls his nose and calls him a funk. Natural ly, 
this .:?.ction does result in a fight, a real organised affai r in the 
gym, where , after a t errific tussle, Lovel l meets his Waterloo . 

Re refuses to take Loring's proferred hand af f riendship--an 
act t hat makes Ji.any feel r eal l y "8hamod of Ids chum-and things 



get "woreer and wor ser" . It re o.l ly is a rough patch for tbe 
Fistical Four, for Uncle James, Newcome and Raby become as miser ­
able oe their defeated friend . As Shakespeare put i t: "V.'ben 
sorrows come , they cane not in single spies, but in bat t a li ons." 
- for in the form - room , xr. Bootles admonishes Lovell for lo oking 
surly, in fa.et , l ectures the junior to some length on the subject 
of surliness --at the end of which time the seething Lovell looks 
even surl ier! I n Lovell ' s lonely bitterness, th e unfortunate Lor ­
ing t akes on the guise of a Kaiser and a Hitler rolled into one--­
tbe arch enemy of a l l organised life at Rookwood! So he once more 
challel18e• t he new boy to a fight, which challenge Lor1"8 most 
s ensib ly ignores, re marking tha t he has been sent to Rookwood to 
work , not to fight. To Love l l ' s taunts of cowardice, the Modern 
turns a deaf ear .. 

There is no knowing to what l imits Love ll' s intense, brooding 
bitterness would have driven him had not the famous old school 
beon visited on t he next half - holiday by a bevy of beauty in the 
shape of Jimmy • s cousin Phyl l is, and her friends from Cliff House, 
Marj orie Baze ld ene and Cl ara Trevlyn . Of course, as everyone 
knows, Lovel l i s extremely euscep t iblo .. to the undoubted charms of 
Cousin Phylli s . Moreover, he has promised to take ber fo r o. sail 
on th o r iver in hie canoe , and , as she daintily embarks, Arthur 
Edward is mentall y congratu l ating h imse lf t ha t his fair companion 
has not no ti ce the somewhat bulbous appearance of his nose -­
r elic ot: his recent fight with Loring! 

Then canes drama--swift a.nd a l armi ngly! 
Smythe, of the Shell , i s aloo on th e river , with his friends, 

Boward and Tracy , and, in an attempt to shov,-off before the girls, 
the imclacula t e Adolphus somehow contrives to rem the frail canoe . 
In a t winkling, Cousin Phyllis nnd Lovell nre precipitated into 
the wa.ter, and while Love l l st:rugg l es despe r ately to extricate 
bicself from the envelopi n g folds of the sail, the gir l finds her­
self out of depth and in difficu l ties in a dange r ous r eaob of t 'be 
river . 

Bu.t her cry for help bas been heard. 
1 A junior runs ft.'i tt ly frcm under the tr ees, dropping his book 

and tearing off bis jacket aa be races towards tbe bllllk. I t is 
Loring! 1 

The new boy dives in cleanly, grasps Phyllis, and, swimming 
str ongly and steadily, brings hor safely to Smythe 1 s boat, whe re 
they _a.re both ped on board . Shortly afterwards the aoaked girl 



is rush ed off to the schoo l, Marjorie and Cln.ra. and most of t he 
juni ors f ollo wi ng. 

The end is r athe r tou ch in gl y s weet , and truly Hamil tonian of 
a bygone age. 

•Love ll was wading out now. Be lo oked at Loring 
"You! 11 be mutt er ed. "It-it was you-- 0 

"How luc~ I ha ppened t o be reading cy b ook un der the troes 
here, 11 said Loring . 

"I -- I couldn 't he lp . I--I was tangled in t hat rotten sai l~1 

muttE;re d Lovell. "I- I thought- - oh, I thought - " his vo ic e 
tr embl ed, and there was a rush of te ars in his eyes . 

Loring l ooke d at him curious l y . 
"I f - if y ou hadn ' t -" sto.r::imered Love ll . 
He did not spollk a.gain f or a minut e , he cou l d not. Ho CW!tO 

neare r to t he :W:odem junior , suddenly, and ho l d out a ,vet band. 
"I -I 1c a s illy foo l , Loring ," he said . "I -- I'm sorry! I ­

you offer ed to shak e bands with me th e othe r day , and I wou l dn •t I 
How-" 

"Now you will , 11 said Loring with a smi l o. "All serene ­
th er e ' s my fist. I don •t quit e see what you •ve been down on me so 
much fo r, Lovell. I• m not real l y a bad chap when you know mo. " 

110h , I was a silly fool-an obs tin at e , si ll y ass1 11 said 
Lovel l, repentantly. 111-- I called you a funk, and now--n ow you 
-I' m so rry, Lori ng . I - I -- l ' d like to be fri end, if you ' d care 
t o be friends with su ch a si lly, wary ass - 11 

"Nothing I ' d like better, old scout. It ' s a go. " 
11Let•s ge t in, 11 said Lovell , abrupt l y . 
Two drenched and drippifi8 jwdors ran for the schoo l. 1 

Ob! bow •te feel that wo oould si !!!pl y bu g old Lovell, at that 
moment-and Lorin g , t oo, for that ca tt or . 

Later on, when Lovell insists that bis l ate enemy b e invited 
t o tea with the vi sitors in tho end study, the weight i s lift ed as 
much off our shoulders ss it is off the shou l ders of Jimmy Silver , 
Rl\by and llewcome. And, aft er tea , when the girls are seated in th e 
tr ap tbnt is t o take th em th e sta tion, Lovel l e ven offers his seo.t 
t o Loring-but is quite r eliev ed when his heroic sacrifice is not 

accepted. * * * * * 
MAGHEr TITLES (Cont 1 d) ,. 14 89. The Boro of tho Circus; 1490 . The 
Boy Who Knew Too JIUch; 1491. Johnny Bill on the Run ; 1492 . The 
Scb ... ers of Study Sev e n; 1493. His Convict Cousin, 
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Letter Box 
NEWS A.Bour THE NEW TOM J.IERRY BOOKS 

Rose Lawn, Kingsgate, Broad.stairs, Kent. 
De<lr Herbert Leckenby, A!J6ust 17th, 19 55. 

About th e new Tom Merry books, I expect them to appear before 
very long, but dates as u sun l nre uncertain. The first thre e 
titles are Tom Merry nnd Co. Co.ravanners : Tom Merry ' s Triumph: and 
C11rdew' s Catch: and just a;t th e moment I ll!l writing 11Troubl e for 
'l!'om11 in which BB. pa.ya n visit to St. Jim's mth disastrous rcsuits. 
By the wey , 11Mnrtin Clifford." is lik el y to disappear from the Tom 
lderry title - pages, "Frank Richards" talcing its pl e.ce, the p.,blisher 
thinks it a good idea, and no doubt it i s time to gi. ve up keeping 

!!.n open secret• With kindest regards, 
Always yours sincerely, FRANK RICHABDS. 

* * 
' ESME' is Found - in Two Pl l:\ces 

706, Lordship Lane, Wood Green , 
Dear Herbert, London, 11.22. 4 . 8.55 . 

Many thank.a for the August issue of the "C . D. 11 

Dear me I ! ! t Horbert you are slipping . Did you not ke ep your 
11E:lpreesi ons 11??? Tho cagazine that Wheeler Dryden issued after the 
chc..nge in name f r om 11Col locting Juvoni l e Lit e r atu r e . In the issue 
dated November 1922. Vol . 1 number 2, on pnge 8 you will fin d o.n 
oxcollon t ~rtic l o on th e " Crusoo Mo.gnzino" r,bich eventually after 
number 24 chnnged its name t o tho "Gol den Mngnzino 11• Actually tho 
article is by your old es teem ed friond who recently pl\.Ssed ove r 
Henry Stab l es . 

Yours sincerely, BEIi WHITER. 

* * * 
Dcnr llr. Leckonby 100 Broomfie l d Road, Glasgow, N. 7. 8. 55. 

I expect you will have been glutted by letters giving you th i s 
inf om.atio n a lready, but ESltle stories appeared in Modern Boy Nos. 
102- 115 featuring him at a gi r ls' school. They r ead like a reprint 
froct ea rli er days. 

Yours sincerely , ROB. ~1ILS0N. 

* * * 



Doar Herbert , 
38, Victoria Avenue, Wiolcford, Essex . 9. 8. 55. 

tli.th regard to the story 0 Poor Doar Esmo0 I don't remember 

this particular story but I did road ''!'be Bscapades ot Esce" aloe 

b7 A.II . lnrrage in the llodern Bo7 in early 1930 . (In tact I h ave 

one ccp7 in front cf me now) . Your s sincerely , J Iii St1l'CLIFFE. 

" -·- · -·- ·---- -- -- ·- _ .............. ____ .• .... , ·- -•• .• · ...... !" ....... ~ - · . ~ . .: ... ... . -, ... . ,.,.. - ...... ll't "¥"'1"'• 111"1~ 

· ... ~-.~- - ·:.. -,, -,·J.\: . ·~-~ .._ ..... . . 

By JACK WOOD1 1!09UW 1 328 1 9r0Cl<TOII LANE, YOBK. 

Thia month I cotm1end to you with little preamble IL timely 

reminder by Norman Pra&nell , froc:, whom we have not beard fo r sotle 

time. How right he is , of cou rse, in what ho has t o say, and two 

Willy llandfo rt h yarns which allVsya remain in my memory nre th oae in 

which ho and the chums of the Thi rd took over and managed a small 

menagerie during the illness of the owner, Md the story in which 

Willy captured an escaped tiger to eave the life of Amee Whittle 

and the Half W.le lleadow for St . Frank• s . 
a.it , let Noman tell in his own words, • .......• 

• .l.!ID JUST I CB YIAS DONB" 

Despi ta the great di!!eren eea in thei r styles ot wrl ting and 

their cont rasti ng types of scboo l s , there waa at l east one thing 

that Charles Hamilton and Edwy Searles Brooke had in common, and 

that \'."&a their attitude to ani.cals , es peciall y to tboae who wer e 

the pets of our schoolboy heroes. Man•s i nhumanity to those amDals 

wbo cannot fend f or themselv es is a terrible blot on our c1viliae1.on 
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and i t is good t ha t both Hamilton and Brooks shewe d no mercy to 
those who i l l - t reated them. No mere bumping, but a severe t hrash ­
ing or a flogging was the i nevitable pena lt y for one who was caught 
perpetuating such a crime . 

some very forthright views on this subject wer e exp r essed by 
Edward Oswal d Handf orth on the occasi on when th e St . Frank's b oy s 
disc overed Isirium, the lost land in the Sahara. Referring to an 
o rgy that wa.s to appear in the are na he said 111:"lbat do you t ake me 
for - a rott er who l ik es beast ly spectacles . I love to see s port , 
but there 1 a nothing eportir.g i n t orturing he lpl ess animals" . And 
again "One' s as bad as the oth er, and anybody who goes fox-h unting 
or r abbit coursing ought t o be claaeed as a brut o11

• Hand.fort h 
would not ·even defend his own father who apparently practised hunt ­
ing . "And nothing ' e sai d - Just because they are ri ch with big 
country houses th ey oan pr actise these things . But I think they 
ought t o be barred". .Alth ough quite a number of the St . Frank. 1 s 
juniors pwned pets ot one t ype or another it was Willy Hand.forth 
who possessed what was probobly the most re markable co ll e ction of 
animals over t o be owned by a junio r schoolboy . The welfare of 
bis pets was hie prime concern at all ti mes, and if one of them 
we.a sick then neither the welf are of ' the school nor even life it­
self matte r ed one iota to him. I n number 412 Old Se ri es we find 
Lumpy Bill with two ofhisc,:o niee omusing themselv es by kicking a 
mongrel dog , whose legs they have carefu l ly tied up ·with stri ng . 
Will y become s furi ous and attempts to rescue the dog , but with all 
his courage is hardly big enough to taok l e the three t oughs, who 
push him back and then throw the bound dog in th e river. Fortun ­
at e l y Alf Huggi ns comes a l ong , and at the sight of young Will y 
bein g tackle d by the three l outs he wo.des in, and Lwnpy Bill and 
his two cronies are given the se v eres t hiding they have eve r 
suffe r ed in t heir lives. The description of the re scue of t he 
mofl8rel and the th r ashing of Lumpy Bill oan only be described as 
brill iant . 

I n th e "Flood Se ries" which appeared in 1927 we se.v, the f ull 
«<t ent to which Will y Handfo rt h put the welfare of his pets above 
anything else . St . Frank e was in a otate of chaos through th e 
fl oods and tho wat er s were five feet doe p in the studies nnd tho 
common room, and still rising wi. th heavy rain continuously l ashing 
down. 

Wil ly ' a one and onl y concern was to resoue a ll his pe t s whi ch 
':_Ore tr appe d i n a. section of th e building which comprisod the c yc l e 
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shed . Let us road bow Brooke describ es Hand.forth minor's vi.ewe. 

"All my pets are out there in tho shed r Nobody' a had time t o lift 

o. finger yet, but I meon to make an et f ort. 11 

"Your pets" stormed Edward Oswald Hondfort b. "I thought ::,ou meant 

human liv est" 
"Well I didn ' t - I meant something more importo.nttl' 
11liore important I You young tathendu -
11Yes'' roe.red Willy, flarina: up "Human beinga can eave thm:selvoa if' 

they • ve got an ounce of gumption, but n!at chance have th ese poor 

creatures - Thoy 1 re helpless in cagoe and unless I do something 

they ' ll &11 be drowned lik e rota in a trap," 
Recd.loss to say the attem pt ia made and by meana of converting 

a table int o a. r&ft Willy with hie two chums sets sail across the 

Triangle. The cyc l e shed 1a found to be neo.rly under water but 

Willy wilh complete dieregard for his 01m safety f or oea on entry 

into the abed , and to his joy finds el l the animals still &live -

but only just , ill the pate including !lipper• a Boz are rescued and 

the return trip - not without further perils - is mado to the 

Ancient House. 
J.n ocusing episode is described by l!rooka at tbs end of this 

series in whioh lb.lpert the Rat is nearly ertarminated by Hanclrorth 

senior. The St. ?rank's juniors are sailing in a converted barge 

and Willy 1s having some troubl e oollecting his pets togeth er . 

Rupert waa unwise to venturo into a cabin belonging t o Irene M.anmm, 

and her scream on encountering Rupert was enough to b:r::ing Bdward 

Oswald tearing down to her. Seeing what ha believed to be an ordi ­

nary rat ha seized a poker and was just in the act ot endi ng lb.lperts ' 

life when l'lilly, also bearing the scream rushed down as well Md in 

the nick of time prevented a terrible murder , After explaining what 

a hamleea rat lb.lpert was , Willy evon perauaded Irene to pick him 

up and s troke him, A fas cinating little story this and one we have 

enjoyed r eading over and over again. 
It was towards tho end of 1928 that there appeared the "Ce.st la ­

ton" aeries and it ;,ras in the last number that Arthur Castleton , 

mistaken tor bis brother ia regarde d as true blue solely on account 

of the attitude that ile.rme.duka took towards him . Here is Brook's 

account of t his . 
"llama.duke was having a close look at the nowcOC1or. 

that Ka=e.duke knew a lot more than l'li lly himeelf . 

imnediately recognized Arthur as a trierd . n 
And later "Well , my pets know a sportsman when they 

It was possible 
At any r ate he 

see one " noddod 



·-- -- --(2681-- --- ----- --

Wil ly cooly . 11A friend of t heirs Castleton is a friend of mine." 
It may b e well argued that Willy ' s attitude, and ind eed the atti­
tu de of most of our schoolboy c haracters was exaggerated, but we 
must remember tbat as lads moat of us were inclined t o see only 
two shades , black and white and were apt to miss the grey varieties . 
If our schoolboys were true blue th en they were liked by animals. 
If they were of the Berno.rd Forre st type, then the opposite was 
the case . 

In Number 82 of the First New Series began - at l east to the 
writer of this article - the most enjoyable of th e St. Frank's 
barrinS'-out stories. We all remember this series, but how many of 
us remember the ema.11 incident th at started it all - nothing more 
than the ill-treatm ent of a small kitten . Merrell and Marriott 
had taken hold of a kitten that bad been injured by a motor-oar . 
To amuse themselves they bod tied o. can t o its injured tail and 
then had started to throw ston es at it . But tu.as for t hem, th ey 
were discovered by th e famous Edward Oswald. Let Brooke tell us o. 
little of what happ ened . 
"Cra sh". The full weight of Handforth's shou lde r was behind that 
pUD.Cb and David ?derr ell went ove r with a thud. 
"I ' m going to punish you chaps properl y 11 roared Handf'orth , hie eyes 
blazing with ind ignation. "You contemptible rotters! You cruel 
c rawling hounc!s ! Take that Merr ell. Yes by George, and you can 
take this Marriott. " This bright pair had without any doubt tak en 
the worst thrashing of their 11 ves. The rest of the story followed 
l ogically from the kitten incident. Handforth was caught administ­
ering tbe thrashing, and sentenced to a public flogging. He ra!\u,ed 
to sneak and give a true explanati on , and wi tb Church and McClure 
barred himself out in study D. 

It was in October of 1928 that ,Jilly enters our story again . 
He had rescued an injured . greyhound that had been tbro\m out of a 
car by a couple of ra s cally greyhound track bookies. The story of 
\'lilly' s attem pt to nurse 11Lightning tt - as he was later called -
back to health is one of the finest episodes we have ever read in 
the Nelso n Lee Library. Let us read a few lines of .Brooks ' des ­
cription of young Handforth tendering the sick dog. 
'-?here was a happy note in Wil l y ' s voice. He was on his knees , 
and he was gently and tenderly continuing his cdnistrations . Before 
him, on the blankets, lay th e inj ur ed greyhound . The r e was a great 
")bange in the dog now. His eyes were open and there was in t elli ­
:;<!l}Ce in th•!! _ depths . _He looked at Willy with a steady trusting 
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gaze . There was something ex tra ordinary eloquen t of understandi ng 
in t hose eyes . 11 

Willy's love fo r the dog is rewardedt when after an all night vigil 
be realized that Lightning is passed the crisis and is on the road 
to full recovery. 

In February of 1930 there appeared a ve r y fine detective­
adv ent ure yarn dealing with Nelson Lee' e tussle with "Dacca" the 
devil dwarf, and once agai n Wil ly ' s power ove r animals is rich l y 
portrayed . 

Nelson Lee and a.11 of his cub detective bad been captured by 
Dacca and were imprisoned in an underground cell, not knowing what 
their fate was to be . They did not have long to wait however for 
Dacca soon informed them of their intended demise. Thousands of 
hungry r ats were rel eased i nt o the cel l, gi. ving Lee bis stickiest 
problem to solve for many a year . Yet neither Lee nor Nipper wero 
able to deal w1 th this grave situation for it was left to Willy 
Handforth and Stanley \Valdo to ge t than all out of troub l e. \Valdo, 
through his amazing s tre ngth managed to bend the ir on bare of their 
cage and so r elease them all into the outer cel l - the re st was up 
to Willy . Here we can read ho,·1 it waa done. 
UAnd now be made those st range noises with his mouth - queer littl e 
coaxing eounde . The r ats come round him and as if by magic, many 
of them leapt from Nel son Lees' shou l ders onto Willy' s . Slowly 
Will y backed away over towards one of the wal l s. The rate followed 
him - swanne and droves of them. They were attracted in that same 
remarkable v,ay . They were squeal ing and twittering, underetand1J18, 
perhaps in t hei r own way that Willy was their master. They obeyed 
bis summons. Th ey smothered him f rom head to foot and t hose who 
could not get near, s\tamed r ound, actually fighting among tber>­
selves to ge t closer. 0 

Rather a. far - fetched story ! Yes - perhaps. \'le will not defend 
it against this charge . fut what a first c l ass story. Possibly 
the best that Brooks ·,7l'Ote in the Second New Series. 

<Xlr final story appeared in July 1933, and in the main dealt 
with Will y Band.forth' s at t empt to save hie brothe r from expu l sio n. 
I n this a rticl e ho'Wever we are on ly co ncerned in what happened t o 
Bernard Forrest as a result of ill-treating Mamaduke the lJohkey. 
Marmaduke was enjoying a l ittle exercise in Littlo Side an d was 
pr epared to convey his good wishes to all and sundry. M:ore1 a the 
pit y that be chose t o pick Berna.rd. Forrest. The monkey ' s friendly 
~verturee were treated with a heavy application of Fo rrest• s boot 
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whicb made Jlar::naduke squea l with pain . The way of a t ran egreseo r 
is bard, and Forrest was to find himse l f no exception . Mr. Crowell 
had spotted the incident and gave Forrest five hundred lin es to be 
done at once, thus r esulting in a l ost half day . This punishment 
t o Willy Hand.forth was only a mere trifle - somethi ng more drastic 
would be needed t o fit thi s case . Listen to Willy talking to 
Forrest . 
"You need more drastic treatment - and you' 11 got it. The fellow 
who kicks one of my pets d oesn ' t get away with five hund red lines . " 

Wil ly put bis fingers to his mouth and let out three devasta­
ting blasts. Fo rr est knew what that meant and could not escape . 
Hi thin se con d he was buri ed beneath a sea of fags who were none too 
gent le of their treatment. A mere battered wretch of a schoolboy 
was finally ca rri ed and pitched head - long into a lar ge bed of 
stinging nettl os , thi s being one of the most unpleasant experiercee 
that can f al l tho lot of any huma."1 b eing . The writer of this 
a rticl e kn ows how painful this can be for he baa been dealt with 
in the same way. Many years a.go whilst on a school outing he was 
foolish enough to t hrow another boy's spoon into o. bed of nettles . 
The wri t er was unceremoniously thrown in to fetch it out again . 
The lesson, painful t hough it was, was soon l e axnt. 

These are jus t a :few of th e stories concerning animals tho.t 
appea re d in th e Nelson Libra r y, and we might ask ours elves if t here 
is anything that can be learnt from them . We woul d cr ave our 
:Edito r' s indulgence for just a fe'!f lines if we depart f rom what 
normally appears as su bj ect matter in the Col lectors' .Digest . A 
man was r ecent l y :find ten pounds for putting a dog into a sack and 
benting it to death with a s tic k . Can one i magine what would have 
happened if that dog bed belonged to Willy Handfo rth, Bob Che rry, 
Jimmy Silv er or Tom I.ferry. The mind boggles at the imagination of 
tho punishment that would have been dealt out to the cu lprit. Ill ­
trea t ment of anima l s is a filthy thing and should be punished with 
the utmost severity . Brooks a nd Ilamilton set a. very s trict code 
of conduct on suc h matters and it is one that we would al l do wel l 
to follow. 

~: Chums, bound vo l umes , monthly or week l y parts for the 
ye=s 1919 , 1920 , 1921, and 1923 , H.G. IL\1'THEWS, 38 VICTORIJ. m'., 
ALDERNEY, Cl!AJillEL ISLE S. 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS, Walter Flemin§s wishes to advise all hobby 
fri ends tfuit his address i s now BOARDti.AN AVENUE, CHINGFORD 
- - .. LONDON: E,4. 
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OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB 
LCNroH SECTION 

The September meeting of the club will be held on Sundey, 16th 
September , 4 p. m. sharp at 52, Kipling Avenue, Woodingdean , Bri6bta>, 
Suasex. Hosts :Bill ond Cl e.dye Jardine . Vice-president Herbert 
Leck.enby hopes to attend. Frequent trains from Victoria. Station, 
tickets can be booked from most London Underground stations at 
cheap rates. Jlain party generally catch the 10 a.m, train, meetlng 
at the station about 9 , 30 a,m, llus to \Yoodingdean numbers 2 and 2A 
from stop near clock t ower in road leading f'rom t he Brighton st ation 
to the front. Frequent fast trains back home . It is hoped that 
the opportunity to have a couple of hours by the sea and an enjoy ­
ab l e meeting will be token by a good attendance. UNCLE BE!IJ.UC:N, 

* * * * * 
(Notet Owing to preaeuN on apace I have been compel l ed to cut 
down the reports this month , Jly apologies to the Cl ubs and the 
secretaries concerned . - B.L.) 

NORl'HEBN'S mooting wns held August 13th, A hearty wel come was 
given to n new member, Edgar Creek and his t wo daughters. It WQ.8 

a pl easure, too , to have Cliff Beard.sell again . 
Gerry Al.lison told of the remarkable response to the llagnet 

advert . Be then went on to gi. ve the fourth of his cricket etory 
readings - Remove versus Sbell from 1Quits 1 Maenet No. 23 1. 
Fol l owed a name building game and 'Aalc Ke .Another• quiz. Teams 
Corry Al.Heon, Bill Williamson, Jack Wood, Q.,.estion llaster H.L , 
Jack 15 marks, Gerry 1~, Bill 8 . Altogether a lively evening. 
Next meeting Sept , 10th. 

* * * * * 
l!IDLJ.Nll meeting, July 25th. A welccme visitor, :Bill Lofts who 
~ interesting chat . 

Jack Ingram gave a talk on Greyfriars and quoted.from E,S , 
Turner ' s beat selle r 113oys Will be Boys•. An animated discuas i(. ~ 
followed leading up to 'Is Fraclc Bicharda a gr eater 'Triter than 
the more orthodox wrl tare like Reed, Hadath and Wodehouse ' . 

lira , w. Brown also conducted an excellent Oreyfriars ~z 
which tested the knowledge of all the Hamiltonians present . 

* * * * * 
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MERSEYSIDE: For t he meeting on ~st 14th, the Annual Birthday 
party was brought forward a month in order to suitably bid fare­
well to one of its most stalwart members, Frank Unwin,. whose 
sc holastic duties has taken him to the south of England. The 
piece de resistance of a great feed was a huge cako in the form 
of a book, suitab ly inscri bod . Sir Frederick Bowman made one of 
his delightful little speeches , and in a happy response Frank said 
he would continue to be a member, end attend whenever possible . 
The members then sang ' For he' a a. jolly good fellow '. 

Frank th en conducted another session of •Down You Go' . 
Nert meeting Sept, 11th, when the propoeed trip to B:l.rminglem 

on the 21st will be discussed . .. .... -........ -............................ _ ................... , ............... -......... ,_ .. , ................................................. ,-....... ~ ................................ -..... -..... . 
Ka,s:nets, .Q!!.!., Populars , ~. Sexton Blakes, Boye Friends, 
Boys Realms, Boys Cinemas, Boys J{agazinee, Nelson Lees,. Holidaz 
Annuals, :Buffalo Bills , Dick: Tu.rpine, Robin Hoods, B°'J.llseyes, 
~ Libraries,.!!!:!!!! , Union Jacks, Young Britains , Plucks, 
1!!2!.!, Thrillers, Detective Weeklys . Copies of most periods 
availab le, ilso ~ and Old Bloods (1870-1900) Bound •• , Looae 

S. A.E. Please. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Exche.nge suggestions 
wel comed, T. LAKBEI!l', 347 GEI!l'HUDE RD., !IORIIICII. - -----
AVJJ.LlllJI, _ll~ -~~-~.l ... ~•., ... ~o1.i.ci.!'i'. .. :A.J'.rl':'!\;J..~, .... 1'~~;J..'!B!., .. .!l.~!/JS ., 
1J111.~." .. l!\~.~~-•- §~ .~-11.!Jl.'!1.<.e. :~:i>s., , .)le:t..9.~g:v,s ... ll.~.~:IJ .~s, .. 9,:,aj,;,s.,_.:!l!?.1..~ 
lir~gazin~~ • . H~.ls .9.n. ~es ., l et 2nd and 3rd series, Ro9;n, ~.O?.c;lsi J,1~~. 
~,~19 .. ~~J~.~.J ... ~~,,.~~~~.;~~ , ... i?'.~.;~~-I-.. ~~Y!~ .t ... ~.!~.~PP:~.t ... ,q!~A~. 

ti!!I~_ .. I;nM::~~;:;;!·;"c:a;!'f"~~~;iii;tt~~~;r:;?i~~· 
Friend Annuals, Film Annuals , etc, etc, S. ,\.E, Ple ase . WA!ITED, 
siJLLs: 191~35: · ici:·: Li.ii;· 1913-18, c, Digests 1- 30, Pe~ 
Dreadfuls, etc. ROJIALD ROUSE, 3 St. LEONABDS TERRACE, GAS-BILL, ~- ----
OFFERED: U for The Prize 1909; U fo r Chums 1910; 10/ - for Gen 
llo, 144; 5/ - eaoh for Populars Noa. 163- 4, 166, 168. 
F. !ilCBillz 38 sr . TIICJUS1 S ROAD, PllESl'ON. 

RAVE YOU ORDEBED YOUR 1955 ANNUAL? 

ADVEI!l'ISE Ill THE C. D. * * * ld PER WORD, 

"ORK DUPLICAT!!IG SEllYICBS, 1, The Shambles, Yorl<:, Tel: Yorl<: 5148, 


