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EIGHTH LONDON PILGRAIIAGE, JJ)J. ma! It ' s all over once again, and 
honestly, I believe its been the most hectic of them all, end once 
again I ' m faced with the prob l em of giving an adequate descripti on 
w1 tbout overrunning my space . 

Anyway on llonda.Y, Septomb er 12th I a=ived at King'• Cross 
at l p. m. to find Len Packman m-1a1 ting me as he has done fo r ye ars 
past: on thi s occasion he had a. companion, t hat Happy Wanderer, Alan 
Stewart who was to set sail for foreign parts aaain two days later. 
A pleasant chat, t hen Len and I went on to my now familiar •den ' 
at Jo hn Sha'f7's . Len had got the week off and we proce eded to map 
ou"t a programme. Unfortunately , nhere Len was concerned, it 
l'tasn' t going to be carried out . 

The f ol lowing day v,e had arranged t o meet Geo·rge Mell at 
lunch time ~ then go on to Surbiton to see Eric Fayne . Ue met 
George, th en Len, fee ling ill , had to go home . During the res t 
of my stay I only saw Len once and that was in his bedroom. Whils t 
there he asked mo to expre s s hia r egrets that replies to his man7 
oo?Tespondenta wrould be i nevitab l y delayed, but he uould respond 
as quick l y as ever l)Oasible . 

Vlell , on that Tuesdey I went on to Surbit on where I had the 
same good tim e I have had in t he seven ie ars that have gone before . 

Other femiliar r en de zvous were with Eric Landy and Jimmy 
Stewart Hunter at Liverpoo l Street, Charles Vennimor e on the 
llibankmen t , 14s.reun Johnson in Bake r Street, Ben an d Bob l'lhite r 
at V/ood Green, llob Blyth at Holl oway, Arthur Richardson at the 
Minist ry of Civi l J.viation, and Roger Jenkins by the Marble Areh. 
How I l ove t o go along to these pl aces jus t a.s I did las-t year, 
and th e years before that . 

Hore •a " typical dey. !.!et Bill Lefts in Edgeware Road at 
noon and went on to his home for a l ook at his co l l ec tion. Then 
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to Paddington Station to meet for the first time Ray Bennet t fro m 
Tipton , Staffs . The meet ing lasted just four minu t es . There I s 
a goo d story behi nd th at but space prevents me gi Vi.ng it in detail 
unfo r tunately. From th er e we went on to r ener, acqua.intance with 
genial Jim a-tan. Next a jou rney righ t ecrosa London to the home 
of Frank Pettingell. Gosh! what a r eception he gave us . \7o 
could have st~.;;ed all n ight browsing over hie marvellous co l lection. 
In between wo heard n little of his experiences "rw'hilst working 
in the film "Valu e for Money11 with Diana. Dora . Be.ck to Cambernell 
about midnight . Not a bad effor t for a chap in retirement ! The 
spirit of eternal youth! 

Up bright and early next morning for the Brighton moating, 
held once more at the hospi t able home of Bil l and Gl adys Jardine. 
\'!bat a grand pair they are; and whet t r ouble th ey go to to make 
sure all the members who make the journey have a good time . I' ll 
leave Ben White;to t ell you all about the a:eeting . Qi the w~ 
down I hn.d th e pl ea sure of a good chat with Maurice Kutne r, who m 

I v,as meeting for the first time. 
Prior t o thet there was the little party a'\ Len Packman ' s . 

Present were Bill Lofts, Charlie and Olive Wright , and the enthus i­
astic members of the younger generation, Anthony Baker and Mike 
l&:>orc ock . A pleasant e vening indeed , though inevitably quie t as 
.Len l7EIS in bed in a nearby r oom. 

Anoth er ou tstandin g event was the lo ng run down to Bournemouth 
\7i th Bi l l Lofts to s ee John Jukes whom I knet1 not last year , but 
jolly glad t o think I know nor, . 1,. lovely l ate summer' e d~ and 
a grand welcome by John and Mrs . Jukes . Bill r emarked whe n he 
had beon there e fer, minute s th et he felt qui t e a.t home and so 
indeed did I. 

Then on my las t full day a ple a sant surpr i se, I l e ar ne d that 
the Rev erend Mr. Pound from Birm i ngham was in London . We met and 
had lunch togeth er . 

Len, of course , was unable to see me off from Kings Cross a.s 
of yore , bu t I did not make for the t rai n alone f or Charlie Wr ight 
was th e r e to bid me farewel l. 

•1011 , !'Ill writing this a fet1 hours after my r eturn home an d 
uha t :,. job it ha s bee n t o try and get a l l in in the sp a ce at m;y 
disposal. I e the r e any wonde r I am ssying as I T,Tite ' 354 d~s 
'Wl til th e next time ' ? 

• * * * * 
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POSTSCRIPTS 
To John Jukes . believe it ' s 102 miles f'rom 'flater l oo t o 

Bournemouth, but ver i ly , John, it was worth every yard of it . 
To Nike Moorcock. Ha.rd luck about that officious ticke t 

co l lecto r at Victor i a , J.li.ke. Bo wa.a so busy shORing hi s o.uthori ty 
t o you that he never got my ticke t . I'm keeping it as a s'OU.venir . 

To Frank Pe t tingoll . I bot it took y ou a lo ng tim, to get all 
those volumes back on th ei r shelves again , Frank . I' ll be thi nk ing 
of tbs. t evening every time I ho.u- you on tho m r eless from now on . 

To Ra.y Bennett . All the We;/ from Tipton, Staffs , for a fo ur 
minutes chat, and you say it was well worth whil e . I must buy a n ew 
bat , Ray . 

To Jim Parr a tt . Sorry I couldn 1 t accept you r kind invitatio n 
to see Bunte r on T. V. 

To Perc :i; North (Basingstoke) , ~ and George Copping 
( SOu thampton / . So n ear and yet so fa.r thought I as we passed 
th ro ugh your stat i ons . · 

To Lon P.ickman. \,'bat rotten luck for you after planning such 
a perfect -r:eek for me. I can on l y hope Len you will bo fit age.in 
by the t ime you r ead this . 

To John Shav:. Hor; comfo r teble was I in tihn t: I have come to 
look upon as that l ittl.a 'don ' of mine. 

To al l the membors , '"lives , mothers and f a thers my sincere 
thenks f or All thoir hospitality . 

* * * * * * • 
MORE ABOUT THE "Al/JIUAL" : Shortly af t er my last nor,a about the 
.Annual' s progress I r eceived :from Her. Zealand Geoff . Hockley ' s 
article 11s. Wal.key , King of .b.dventuro Story Wr iters"~ And Geoff . 
actually peid 10/- t o send it !rlr - mail ! Gosh , a,hon I think o f 
some of the things you fellows do for tho cause my heart is full . 

When I read Geoff ' a grephio descriptions of those blood - tin ­
gling yarns , I bnd nn impulse to ge t out some of tho ' Chums ' I 
possess and get domv to reading about such pict ur osque characters 
as .Admiral Slam, Captain Angel , SOlomon Snak e , Sharktoeth and D,,vy 
Yardarm. So l"r.ill you I guoss if y ou ar e fortunate enough t o 
possos a them., 

Soon af t er came a thought - provoking article f r om Don :Vebste r, 
"Br idging tho Cap". Don says quite n l ot in compara.ti vely ooial l 
space . 

- ~e xt , R~g er Jenkins ' "Those Bl ue and \'Th.ite M?.gnote" . well you 



know what Roger can do. 
ffila.t el eo? Plenty! Just before I left for London, Gerry 

Allison hl'nded roe "Restoring Ordor at Rookwood". 1,,. big effo rt 
this and no error, for it gives a complete list of al l the Rookwood 
storios in th o Boys Fr iend nnd a key to those which were r epublis hed 
in t he s. O.L. Ger ry pays tributo to those who helped in a big 
task. 

And ob yes , there • s two contributions by myself "Streets of 
Memories" end 11Thoso Remarkable Serials in tho Old Time Comics 11

• 

·.""oll , that 1 s enough to be going on w·ith. Honestly I ' m 
confid ent its goin g to be as good as those that bavo gone beforo. 

Have you ordere d ye t ? If not t do plea.so do ao -r.ri thout dola.y . 
It I s so much easie r for me when I can calculP.te re qui rement s. I 
should apprecir. t e, too, a fep moro ndvorte. 

******* 
In the la.nd of the Rising SUn. Whilst in London Ben White r 

gave me a ple&.sant surprise for be told rre thnt a number of C .. D1 s . 
had turned up in the British Ebbassy at Tokio! I ha ve an idee. 
Alan Stewart may know something about that . Jnyw~ they evident ly 
interested a member of the Embassy so much so be may soon be a 
member of t he London 0 • .9. B. C. 

Happenings like that make life seem goo~ ;o, 

Yours sincerely, 

IID\BERT LECKENllY. 

*********'****'**********************************"******************** 
THE STRANGE STORY OF THE CHAIIPION MAGAZI NE 

.Sy W.O.G. Lofts 

Much has b ee n writ t en of late of th e end o f the "Champio n" 
which in accordance with the A. P . new policy of modernising all its 
.PUblications was t he last of t he pre-war A.P . papers to finish . I 
would noo like to record the e:xistence of a bo ys paper which aP­
poared in 1913 enti tl c d 11The Cherapion Mage.zine 11 which has give n me 
pl enty of work to do r ogarding research and writing and also coin ­
cidonces that I have eve r come across . Icy' sto r y opene several 
months ago, when that greet enthusias t of boys I papers Anthony 
Baker showed me a copy of this magazine; it was number Ctle, Pri ce 
3d. and issued monthly . This pap er was publ i she d by Odham.a Press, 
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p.nd r,as modell ed on th e style of t he B. O.P . and 11Captp..i.n" . I t ~as 
quit e a good public nti on, nnd i ts contents ·t-,rcre really firstcla.ss. 
Upon looking- thro u gh th e files of the British Museum, I could n ot 
fi nd any tra ce of its ex ist en c e , nnd conc l uded thet eithe r th ey had 
mislaid their r eco rd s whilst cnta.loguing, or e l se Cd.hams bad not 
sent th em copi es a e ro qu ired by la,•. Severn l rtaeks Inter Herbert 
Lecken by r,roto to me :md nskod me if I hRd eve r he a.rd of th e 
11Chr.mpion 1ia.gazin e ". He h ad n copy o f number 12 . Ho nlso 1:1on­
dor ed bow long the pnper r m. I thon ,:;rot e to Cd.hp.ms Pr ess Ltd . 
and asked th em for details of this pape r. I WP.a not prepared f or 
th e r ep l y I r ece iv ed . It Cl\100 from th e l og.::?.l offico e.nd t hey 
stat e d t hey have no rec ord of e ve r publ i shin g a p~per of that mi.me! 
I pho ned the i r lo gal represent r.ti ve c,.nd sai d that I kno w tha t they 
publ i shed th e p aper b ec aus e I hn d a copy of it, and t hat thcro could 
be no mistake who t ho publi she rs wer e . They the n promised a. more 
t hor ough se arc h, and t he r e the mat t er rested . 

A f ew "Weeks la t e r lJ.r .. T. Jo hnso n of Hesto n \'.Tote to me, n.nd 
asked me i f I could gi ve hi m any detai l s of "'1'he Champion Magazine 11 

as he had a c opy of Jc.nu ary 19 14 No. 1 Vol . 2 ,-,hich was the copy 
following mine . (He r be rt had very kindly let me have his number 
12, da t ed Decembe r 191 3 ) . T3Jk shou t coincidences; three dif ­
f erent peo ple _.-Ti tin g to me in the sh o r t space of ti me about o. 
boys paper nhich hed never be en heard of before . Nor; l et me finish 
my stor y , whilst at the Museum on Whit Saturday , the supervisor 
t old mo th at they had f ound trace of the paper I had bee n s ee king 
t he previous visits , 11The Che.mpion .Ma.gRzina ". It had been in-
c orr e ctly ce. tal ogue d hence my nnturnl :.:'A.ilur e to fi nd t r nce of i t s 
existence . The p?.per in it s second volum e had changed its pub-
l ishers , and also its e dit or , it must have rP.n f o r on l y 9 or 10 
i ssues l onger bec nuso it ended in October 1914 . The Museum copies 
of the sec ond volume are bound into an Annual fo r m, wi th e pr e face , 
end like t he bound c opi e s o f B. O.P . nnd Chums. l.!r . Johnson ' s copy 
is th e monthly issu e complete ,n t h c over . I should say for ce r ­
tain t hat the rnRgnzin o fi nished around th a t ti me, becR USG all the 
s eri a l stor i os wore compl e ted, e.nd one story in f a.ct was giv en bri e f 
det ails of how the sto r y would have ended . The publ ishers of t he 
2nd Vol . were Pa rtri dee and Son . 

The Edi tor in his chat in the last volum e of Vo;J.. l gi ves some 
sort of hint that the paper r-rould be out of his control, because 
he r ep eats himse lf sev eral t ime s i n l ines o .f poems " I shall not 
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pass this Wa::f again". Vol . 2 which is bound into Annual form has 
on its cover a boy playing fo otb a.11, with a blue background. It s 
inside cover bad inscribed ''The Champi on .Annual" 1914. I myself' 
have seen several of these annuels in the past, but did not 
naturally connect it with a monthly boy 1 s paper which was in fa.ct 
bound into an annual form . 

***************************************** ************************* 

BLEJ(/4/VR 
Conducted by JOSEPHI!lE PAC!GiAN 

27, Archdal e Road, East Dul11ich, London , S.E . 22 . 

As I require every inch of space this month in order to get in 
all that simply must go in, I will just eny that t here ara a lot 
more good things in store for you in forthcoming iseuee - and I 
still want to hear from more of you . 

JOSIE PACKMA!I. 

CRICKE,Tllt 1lND CRACKSWJI 
by Walter Webb 

~ 
Tho ba t tlefield upon which Sexton Jllake · and Raf fles <rere ne xt 

to come t o gripe 't1aS far r emoved from th e little vi l lage in Somerset, 
being, in fact , in fo.r off Cibral tar, th e exciting incidents of 
which <rere published in S . ll . Lib . No. 601 on 2 December 1937 , under 
the title of "Raffles t Crime in Gib r altar" .. · 

A manuscript containing the formula ibr the manufacture of a 
very cheap e..nd effocti ve synt he tic :fuel for internal combustion 
en gines, containing completo and exhaustive notes upon the process 
'flaa the prize f or mlich s evc r al crooks of different na t iona.li ties 
were determined to get their bands on . V!ben Raffles f ell foul of 
one, Lal Cbundra, who had been COl?ll'lissioned by one of the tote.1 -
itarian st at es to get the manufscript by any moans , he found him­
self right up to his neck in t rouble , and this '7aS aggravated still 
furth er <rhen sexton llleJce erri ved in Gib .' Jlut the full force of 
Blake's attack was directed agains t Lal ChWldra, the more deadly 
and ruthless enemy, and it was this fact '7hich g ave R&ff l es the 
opportunity of wrig gling out of e. IOOSt unpleasant situat i on, though 
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not wi thout profi t for himself , for the gentleman cracksman 
esca ped :from Gib . srlith his pockets lined with notes and diamonds, 
sto len from the safe of Lal Chundra . 1n this episodo Raffles 
took the spoils but the honours went to Sexton Blake. 

The paths of Sexton Blake and A.J. Raffles c r ossed ago.in just 
over a year la t er, when the w'al" clouds wer e gathering ominously 
over Europe and the progress of A.R . P .. activities and o ther defence 
measures were front page news in all the neuspapers. This third 
case , th e det ai ls of t1hich are to be f ound in the famous B.iker 
Street Index , tabulated under the heading of "The A.R. f' . !1ystery 11 , 

and r eco rded in story form in S. B. Lib. no .. 669, concerned tho 
rivalry of two bi g privat e i nquiry conc erns , th o Raeburn Scribe 
Agency 1U1d the W. J. Allardyce Inves t igations, and th eir campaign 
against a desperately dangerous orgMisation of spios end saboteur s, 
knorm na th e "Earthquake Men", \7hOae plnn it \738 t o te.ko over a 
chain of th e bomb- proof, gas -proof sholtors ncm comploted in var ­
ious parts of the country, and secretly equip them with mncbine -
gune . But t he plot to saboto.go and blor, up our acrodromoa by tho 
Earthquake !.!en nho \7<)uld th e n fall back into tho bomb and gc.s 
proof redoubts, equi pp ed far a siege and int end ed t o form footholds 
on which invading troops, dropped by parachute could descend, was 
s11111shod by tho in t ervention of Se>tton lllako . !lot that Blake was 
tho only man to get to grips m.th tho ruthless Earthquake Mon -
A. J . Raffles and Bunny M!!.llders nl so play ed a harassing part in tho 
grand clima.:z:, helping materially, if unintentionally , to br ing to 
the crimino l ogis t Ono of hio gr eates t successes. 

Three quarters of a million in gold lying on t he bed of the 
Gulf of Sandoroe! Such was the glittering prize ,-,hich lured to 
the scene the arch oroeik known as the Key Man, Raffles the gentle ­
man c rac karnan , his partner, Bunny Manders and sundry othe rs of the 
criminal f ra ternity . 1t brought Serlon Blake and Tinker along 
too , but in their case it r.aa to baulk the lat'1breakers of their 
intentions of raising the spo ils for their ovm ends . Al though 
Blake suc ce ede d in thwarting th e crooks of th e ir intentions, he 
onco more had t ho gall in g experience of being unable to pin any­
thing on the coo l, iron-nerved ge ntl eman crackar.ian , so that, as 
far as the pair of them was concerned , it was onc e again 11Honours 
Even 11 . 

This adventure , entitled "Scuttler' e Cac he" wa.s perhaps ori ­
gina lly intended f or publication in the S. B. Lib ., bu t actual l y 
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i n sertad in the fi rs t SEXTON BLAKE ANNUAL, in t hre e epi s odes . 
'Ib be quite accu r ate , this wes the third of the Blake v Raffles 
encounte r a , for i t ,,.cs written before t he A.R .. P. Mystery , which 
was destined to be the final meeting bety:een t he famous pai r. 

When in idl e moments sex t on Bloke is wont to sk im t hrough 
the pages of th e Index , Tinker ' s note s i n rela tion to thei r 
tussles ,vith Ro.ffl es a.re not without t hoi r effe ct in the dotectivo 1s 
memory . It is with ge nui ne r espect and ungru dg in g admira ti on 
tha t the investiga t or l ooks bec k on those stirring encountors , to 
the cool, steady ne rv ed , smooth-tongued cr acksman , so self - posses­
sed, so calculating, end a bove a.11 , so worthy a f oelilUl of bis -
Blake I s - own stee l. * 

********* 
* Fo r th ose who aro interest ed , t he ori gi na l completo aer ies or 
Re.ffles st or ios by E. V!. Hornung appear e d in threo vol umes : 
11Raffle s 11 (The A.rnateur Cra cksman) , "Mr. Justice Re f fles" and 11A 
Thief in th e Nig ht " , tho number of stories in eech volume bri ng 
16 , 19 end 10, in tb at ord er. 

J . P . 
-----0 0o- ---

COJISULTING ROOl~ CHAT, l..n Occasio nal Bl akian Miscellan ;[ 
by DEREY. FORD 

What ' s i n a Name? A friend of mine in ?.:anchester, t o whom I 
l en t the May "C . D .. 11 ··it h my first "Chat" in it , wes my one and 
onl y correspondent on th e subject of house -n arnea .-.rith .Blak i e.n 
associations .. So i t wuld se0m that t hey ore elusiv e as 71(;!11 
a.s ex clu si vc . My fr iend rn-i tos : "Your paragraph r ominded me 
of th e house I was negotiating fo r - unsuccessfu lly it t urnud out -
the m¢nth before ,:c.r brok o out, cal.lad SEiCALB (please rcv c rso) . 
I be l ie ve 1 t suffered heavy bomb damage a few yea r s la t er, so it 
appears not t o have been one of t hose 1 luck y n ames I on~ occa si on-
ally hears about. A.part from this, and it may ha.ve r efer r ed to 
t he admiral, the artist, the poe t - even th e or.ner rather than 
the 't eo - l have come acros s no ' WALDOORS', ' FURVALEs ' or 
' ~'.1.,'l,Ill Gs ' - not e ven a ' ZENITH' . 

•·: r,:indor if any of you r leaders r eca ll the populo.ri ty o:f 
th e :.-~r: ": i ?1ro for dog s - and cats - soI:J:e t h irty y e.:ir e ago . Eve ry 
var .:.c r .. t ·:iE=mod to have been ca ll e d it , from Alsatian to h'olf'hound , 
smell :.i.e.;:$ include d,. I particularly r emember an P.dvert in my 
loc el pp.per nbout t he t ti ne ·:1.hich r ea d some thing like : ' LOST'. 

-·- ---- - ---- -·- -·---------- -------
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fr. wn and white dog (mastiff), MS\7ers ?ed r o ' . I Pr>..rticul?..rly 
remecber the last pnr t , but W'lfortunntoly nev er discovered -.vhnt 
the question \ ·1as . I suppose you know th nt the Sp1nish nP.me Pedro 
is the oqui vnl ent of th o alglish Poter. 

"I hP.VG gone in for the ' Dnily Sketch I r.in e. race itorse com­
petition. 't'lha.t e.bout Pedro as r. eui t nble nrun11; for it, if I'm 
lucky? Alternntiw 1 Tinke r 1 hns , in vn.rious forr.,s , bee n used 
before, so that ' s out . I suppoo e it would bo so.crile ee to cell 
it I Sexton BlNCo ' . I shall bear in mind, however , for th at little 
country pub I ' ve l ong pr emise d myself if I \78S eve r real lud:y 
on the 1poo l s '. To close t h i s paragraph, d.oea any reader r emember 
the raceh or se called Paul Cyno s ? 11 

Uens Item. " P . C. Pe rkins lives in Sherlock Road, Hc.mpstead , 
attached to Holmes Road po l ice station, Kontish Torvn11 • No,, if 
any reader cou ld find us, say. a P .. C. Tifl.ke r, l ivin g in Sext on 
Road ••••• • 

A check in the Manchester area telephone directory shows only 
one s. Bloke listed . Hor; abou t yours? 

(There is only one plcin S . BLAYJ; list ed in the London 
'l'elephone Di rectory (London Postal Area} . J.P . ) 

Compl aint .. \¥'hen I was last over a t my l lp.nches t er f r ie nd' s home, 
hia so n was complaining to me about bein g told off fo r bring ing 
his s.B. Lib . to the tnble • •• " Di'.d promptly r.fter· .1ards opened his 
pape r ". In .stead of telling h im it w~s one of the privileges of 
growing -u p, perhaps I should Mve quoted the Duke of Wellin g ton 
on the subject ; "Ren ding at m?P.h s promotes digestion . It ha s n 
greater vi r tue, for no reader a t met'.ls l":as eve r <'- glu tton . I 
ab ·ays r ead at me A.ls" . 

Revelations . So now Bl ak e has turned up in AP.!erica ••• in the 
pages of "Brave & Bold" , according to \',' .. O .. G. Lofts, and callod 
Gordon Keith . Did you know that , in r9vis ed S. B. Li be ~, BlaJce 
has also been called Paul Ri vi:igton and Anthony Vyne by Donal d 
Stuart ( Gerald Verner}! Ruston C<irr by Anthony Parsons, and 
Anthony llood by J ohn Drw:irnond'? And that is not e. complet e list 
by any me2J1s. But, in my op inion, the us e to v:hich S. B.L . No . 
17} " The Motor - Coach }:ystery 11

, by Pa lter Tyr er, rtn s put sovo r al 
y ears agO wil l noed some be.!ting . Tho plot l't:'lS used for the 
" Susie" serial 1 nt rip ' in the Sunda.r Dispatch . I 1 rn really sur -
prised no one s potted it at the timo. Incidentally, John Hunter , 
as Pe:t er Meri t on., _ is ~ th e Yi'ri ter for the __ "Jud_.y:' 1 atrip 1 in 'Tit - .Bi t s 11 . 
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In the news . When I was un '.rrapping a parcel o f s .. B. L's no t l ong ago , 
the hea:l.ine "Sext on Blake 11 caught my eye one one of the nei;spe.p e rs 
round it. It v,as f r om an accoun t in th e 11Daily Her eld" of Apri l 
21st , of th e theft of t he first Strasbur g editi on of th e Mars e ill a i se , 
vtorth abou t £2, 000, from the Br iti sh Mu3eum. J..ccu s ed ,,as Thoma s 
Bolitho, who confessed to l e avin g it in the left l uggage office at 
Bak er Street station i n the name o f S. Bl.eke ! The repo rt e r co m­
ment s : ' Remember Sexton Blake, th e sch oo l boys ' de t ect ive hero o f 
two gene ratiQns ago? •. Bol i tho 7!8S sentende d to 21 ronths . 

~- I wonder if you r oad recently, th at a t an inquest on a 
Miss Forester, of Hampstead , London, the mystery of a week l y le tte r 
sh e r ece ived containing only ( 1 notes ~ms sti ll unsolved . It 
inr.ied.iately r eminded me of "The Secret of th e Cast l e Ruins" ( S . D. L. 
No. 3o7 ) by Ant hony Parsons . Remember the rr.ystery of th e regist er ed 
lett e r lli.ss Ti tmuss r ece i ved each week containing f.50? Of course , 
in that parti cular ca.s o th e source vas eventually f ound to be her 
l ate fathe r 's {unmentionable) bookmokin 15 business , but the coin ­
cidence is there , P.nd rrorth rec o r ding. (Shades of the 1 Sholt o • 
pearl busi ne ss in the Sherloc k Holmes s t ory 11The Sign of (the) 
Four " . J . P. ) 

Tai l pi~.£!. • 
"Ne erly . 

"Hove you done with the ' Sexton Blako', dear? 11 

I I ve only got th o beginning t o ro ad now" • 

........ *******"*********** 
H AR R Y BLYTH 

by W. OG. Lofts 

when Frank Vernon Lay mentioned t o me several week s ago t hat 
Harry Bl yth ' s son ha d 't'tritten t o the 11Daily Telegr aph" , in c on­
nection with some l et ters in that pa pe r co ncerning Sexto n Blake, I 
W'aB very intere s ted . I bad learned some time ago f r om John Hunte r 
that he had met Harry Blyth, jnr. abou t t en year s ago , at which 
time th e gen t l eman was living at Broadata ir s ; bu t Ss he r1as en 
e l derl y man even a t that time Mr. Hunter doubted if be was etil l 
alive . Now, only qui t e r ecen t ly I had wri t ten a shor t hi sto ry o f 
the life of Sex ton Blake f or the Dime Novel Round - Up, and as Mr . 
Bl yth ' s son us s s t il l al i ve I thou gh t it a. good idet. to send h i m e 
co py of t he prin t ed art ic l e , to pr ove to h im that s.B1 e cr eetor is 
no t forgotten - as he hcd t hou gh t was t he case . As a result, I 
r eceiv ed sev eral interestin g letters fr om Mr. Bly t ht and one wee k­
end I called t o see him in person . Al thou gh in bis mi dd l e 
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sevent i es I found Ur . Bly-th in very good heal t h , and he t1as ab l e 
to give me a i'er: more details of his fathe r. 

Harry Blyth was a free lance , and for yen.rs ran his am paper 
in Glasgow, cal l ed t he 11 CHIEL 11 

( subtitled 11 Scott ish Punch" ) , and 
was a wonderful pennyworth of readin g in t hose days. Tho pape r 
waB origina l ly produced in partn er sh i p with Robe r t Arthur {who 
built the Kenn ington Theatre, Lond on, S. E . ), but in later years 
this ge n tleman dropped out . It ran for 363 issues, commencing 
17 Feb. 1883 and finishin g 25 Jon . 189 0. By a stronge coincide nce , 
in hi s editorial chat in No. 32 , Ilar r y Blyth wrote of r eaders• 
l e tter s o.ppen.r i ng in the " Dei ly Telegrc..ph". Littl e did he dr eam 
t hat some seventy - t\".-o yeAX s la t er his son ':\OUld be writing t o the 
same paper abo ut tbe f'nmous c harti.C te r which his f athe r crente d . 

Har r y Blyth al so ha d an interest in the Thea t r e Royal, Cl o.sgow, 
for whic h he \7I'Ote one of the most suc cessfu l pn.ntomirnea . Re was 
a. verj busy man, havin g three seri als r unnin g in English and 
Scot t ish pape rs . 1/ritin g fo r the Harms;;orth Press t:as just a side -
line, and for the fi rst story of Ble.ke he rece i ved the sum of 
f.9. 9 . whi c h included the price o f th e copy,,J.tht of S. Bl ake as 
\1'011 ! 

Here is \7hat all Blake love r s have been wanting to knOit -
how Sex t on Bl ake c ame t o be bo rn . Harry Blyth WTOt e a se r ie s of 
r:eek l y articl e s f or the 11 SUnday Peop l e" entitled 11 '1'llird Clas s 
Crimes" . '!1his series t':"as ve r y successful and caugh t the ey e of 
( then) Alfred Hnrmsworth, rrho corrmissioned him to 't'.Ti t e a seri es 
of de tec t iv e s t or i es f or his ne,..., pape r ' The Marvol '. Harry Blyth 
decided on Sexto n Blake as being the name of the criminologis t, 
and thus the famous Baker Stre et s l eu t h was born . 

As i s also nor; knomi , Harry Blyth died of typh oid fever i n 
Febru ary 1898 at the e arly age of forty - six . Obituary notices 
app e ar ed i n all the wel l - knmm papers of that period , fo r he was 
a popular man at that time . He l ef t several unfinished manu-
scripts o f sto ri e s which his son stil l re tnins i n hi s colle c tion 
of Old Pape r s. He has a fine bound volume of " Pluck " which con -
tains his father's stories. Ile al so baa c opi es of pape r s in ot her 
fields containing his f athe r' s uo r ks, i ncluding a compl e te set of 
th e Scottish paper "Cli! EL" . Mr. Blyth do e s not t e.ke afte r hi s 
f a th or in the li te r ary sense bu t ad.mi ts that he cou l d ha ve hod bi s 
Che.nee, for he met a ll types of au t hors an d famous people in hi e 
earl y day s . The nee.rest he eve r got \"las to write some poems, bu t 
they v.·ere neve r published . 
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!l;r Blyth was very pleased and gra tified t o learn that his 
fat he r was far fr om f orgot t en t and I for my pa r t sha l l always be 
grateful to him for clearir.g up the mystery of hew Sexto n Blake 
got his name. 

SEXTON BLAKE CIRCLE 

In view of Harry Homer ' s resignation a s Chairman of the Ci rcl e 
consequent upo n hi s being e.bro ad for the best part of each year , 
and th er eby unable t o deal wi th the Cir cle ' s affai rs - a Special 
Meeting uns held at 12 t Ashbu r nha.m Road, Cr eetmich, London, S. E. 
on 7 Septembe r 1955 . 

It was agreed thet the Vice - Chairman Len Packman s houl d tok e 
over the Chai r menship and t ha t Josie Packman shal l be Vice - Chai r man . 

Harry Bomer will , of course, cont inu e as an ordi nary member . 
A f ine programrr .9 has boon arranged in regard to the Circle 1 s 

contri bution to the C. Dig est Annual this year . This will co m-
prise a seri e s of artic l es by individual members, the work o f 
edi till8' and pr ep arin g for publica ti on to be done by Len Pa.ckman • 

.TOSIE PACK1WI, 

***********'*"*****'** .... ************************************'******** 
f/ANTED1 YOONG FOLKS TALES, f r om January 1914 omvarda . Will ex -
change the early Tim Pippin serie s i ncl uding Mo. 1 f rom 1906 or 
an:f" Ol d Boys ' Book s, Magnet s , Gems, lfelson Lee a, early aeries . 
Also complete Silver .Tacke t. Arcy or all fo r Youn g Fol ks Tales . 
!_. HALL, 46 YIALDER ROAD, HAMl.!O!IDVILLE, VIA LIVERPOOL, N.S. '11. 
AY.S..TRM,IA, 

AVAILABLE: Magnets , Ge~~' Holida,y '·Ann~'~1~; :··popu ].~~ ' M~~els , Union 
J ack s , Sexton Blake Libraries, Detective i 'eeklies, Comics , Boys 
Magazines, Nels on Lees, 1st, 2nd and 3rd series . Robi n Hood 
Libraries, Buffa l o Bi ll s, Adventu r es, Wizards , Rovers, Tri umphs, 
C.la ude .Du.val e, Tra vel and Inventions, Chums, Scouts, B .. 0 . P ' a .. , 
Boys Cinemas , Illustrat ed Pol ice Budget s {rar e), Schoolgirls Own 
Annuals, School Friend Jin.nuel, Fi lm Annuals, et c .. etc . S .. A .. E . 
please. WAJiTED: S. B. L's 1915 - 35, N. L, Li b. 191 3-1 8. Coll ec tors ' 
Digests 1- 30. Penn y Dreadfuls , e tc . RONA!,!1 RCUSE,_.~ _ST, LEONARDS 
~, ._J.AS-liILI.,_J!ORWIQH, NOR~ 
wANTED: Magnets "&···aem·e~· Wil l .Purchase W

0

hol e ~ol itiC\i Oris'"'Or ···-'ru.iifi'ing 
s eri ca , ate.to price. C/0 BEP.J.IAN, 121 l"llENS PARK HOUSE, l'!ARI CK 
GROVE, LONJON, E. 5, 
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}JF)H)JlTOJJJF)JJF) 
Compiled by Hl'llBERT LECKE!IJlY 

Lu-• .n. • .:.. Gerrard of ll and evi l l e Publications, i n fo r ood Len 
?ackman in a recent lette r that Billy Bunters Onn ba s been he ld 
up thro u gh pro ducti on trouble but th a t it will be publis he d f or 
carte.in on October 14th . Unfo r tunately t he r e will be no Tom 
lle r ry 1 s ORn t his year , but there rill, of course, be someth ing 
for his admirers in Bil ly Bunt ers 0.-m so be on t he look ou t for it . 

* * * * * * 
Here f!e Are Again. The "Da i ly Expr e ss" Sept e mber 23 r d carried 
on its l ea de r page a bo l d hea ding ac r oss three columns: The 
Bunter Business by Shirl ey Lowe . The e..rticl e stnrted of"r"""thue: 

11'i'bis is a boom week f or a frock-co ate d gent leman in a 
Piccadil l y sto r e - a roan who is in th e Bunt er busin es s. 

llilly llunter was a fat boy who lik ed his tuck . Mr. 
Clifford Tol man is e thin, se r ious bespecto.cled man in his 
40 ' s ~ho pr epa res the so rt of tuck boxes that delight the 
Bunte r i n evo-ry boy . 11 

Then follow e d en amusin g acco unt of hO'i'1 th e tuck box e3 a.re 
pr e pa.red. 

Miss Lol7e made on e slip fo r i n the c o.s e of Bunter sh e 3hou ld 
h ave used t he present t en se , of course. Matter of f act t ho latest 
Bun t er book bnd j ust bee n published . 

* * * * * * 
NCYI'E: fi&re is somethin g a bou t th o e ver popu l ;a.r ' Inky ' t1hich wil l 
b e n ew t o the gront majority of you . H.L. 

INKY AND T:iE L!YSTERIOOS MOSSOO 
by F . Varnon Lay-

We all kn0nr tha t Inky arr i ved at Creyf'riars in Magnet No . 6 
"Alie n s a t Greyf r inrs 11

• At first he uas only th ere "pro tera", 
h aving be en destined for Herr Rosen ba um' s new Academy near Grey ­
fr 1ars, but he r e t urned and beCAme a perraanent and much l o ved 
e harao-ier . 

It may not be so t1idely known however thnt a story of Inky 
appeared a fflW months earli e r. Glanci ng through my t itle fi l e 
r ece nt l y my eye caught "The JJysteriou s J.k:ls so o" author not gi ven . 



The title having a familiar sound I th ereupon d e t ermined to pursue 
the matter if possible e .. 'ld lu cki l y found the magazine in quest ion 
'7as in my collection . It is the ld . t.!arve l for 10t h 1.ugust, 19CJ/• 
The pride of place is as u su.el a Jack , Sam & Pete story of s . Clarke 
Hook in this case en titled "P e te the Mayor" . No author is given 
for the second story nor is one referred t o in th e previous week ' s 
bui l d-up, but I was immodiately inter es t ed uhen I r eed tho opening 
'.70rds 11Burree R&mset Jam Singh came into th e Third Form ttt Nc t berby 
School with" otc. etc. Reading on, his pal ' s name is Red.fern end 
ho addressed tho Nabob of Bbnnipur (bis tit lo is g iven in full} e.s 
"Ink y" and he repli es "I have made the important discovery by the 
pure accidentalness . The sub lime Robinso n is ooming to visit us 
after ~e hav e wooed th e balmy slumber . The respec ta ble Hake i s 
coming with him . The ll" august intention is to ad.minster severe 
castige.tion". Tnlly the genuine Inky ! The plot is similar to 
many be f ore and after . Tbe new French A!aater receives the inky 
squirt destined for the rival form leeder but impr e ss es the boys 
by his sense of fair p lny . The sneak Kn<mle s discovers he is 
being blackmai l ed and uses t he inf ormation to his own a dvantage f 
he slips up hor.ever and the heroes elao find this out and as tho 
French Master Monsieur Lavalle is a good chap dElcided to help him , 
They disguise tbemse l ve s as policeman and succeed in arresting the 
blackmailer, accept two sovereigns from him e.s a bribe and then 
accidentally for the purpos e allow hi m to escape. Tbe £2 they 
return anonymously to Monsieur LRvalle, and he, his fears removed 
threatens Knoules ,;,,i. th the Heed, Dr. Lisle and consequent expulsion . 
fib.en Knowles crie s "Think of my people - r:ry mother" his heart 
so ftens and he lets Knowles off with twelve of the vary best . 

It was the end of 1906 and durin g 19<17 that Charles Hamil ton 
began to develop his real talent for sc hool stories and to drop 
the sea stories which seem to have been his earli e r love and in 
t ho above story which rank.a with the early St. Jims stor i es in 
the companion paper Pluck, vre can see the budding of the genius 
who has give n so many i.Jllnortal nazoos to schoolboy fiction - among 
them Hurree Ramset Jam Singh th e llsbob of Bhe.nipur. 

**** ·****** *** 
(You ' II li ke this . H. L.} 

PU]LIC SCP.OOL TO PUBLI C HOUSE! By Anthor.y P. Baker . 
It m>uld be difficult to find a more sinister place than the 
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Thre e Fishers. Frsnk Richards described it as "abo ut the moat 
disr eputable place 1n the county" . FTom th e po int of vier, o f the 
Greyfriars au thoriti es it nao a moot unh app y c oincid enc e t ha t it 
sh ould b e r1ithin easy reach of th e Schoo l, an d so place temptation 
in the path of th e young . now many tim es did Mr. Quelch, \;/bi le 
walkin g along the towp at h of the Sank , see t he t op of a cap just 
disappearin g behind the inn ' a fence. Whi sking t hro ugh th e nearby 
ga te, be v1ould hurry in search of his que.rr y, always finding by 
the time he r eac hed the inn that the bi r d had fl own. no doub t it 
was very annoyin g, but e s ?/.agne t re a der s we can look on th e matte r 
in a r ather diff e rent light, and find t he Thr ee Fishers a fine 
background f or many exciting episodes . 

We gat her from the s torie s t hat th e Three Fishe r s u as not in 
the be st state of repair , c.nd that i t was E11r:round ed by a fairly 
extensive unkempt gar den, bo rdered on on e si de by Oak Lane, and on 
the other by th e tO'w'path . Strang ely e nougb t th e r e is no r eco rded 
incident of a Greyfri a r s habitant going there 'for a 1 pint 1 • It 
was always th o b illiardB r oom a t tho back thet he ld the fatal fa s -
cina ti on . Thith er th e Bounder i nvari ably journeyed on t he f irs t 
day o f te rm, not to mention sundry visit s on hnl f - holidays and 
"afte r li ghts out ". Her e , either with Pon & Co. or filth othe r 
doubtful acquaintances , he ,·."Ould v,bile away th e smoky hours until 
bis usually r;e ll - filled t1al let uas empty . 

And yet, to the satisf act i on of th e reader, he e.lwP..ys came 
back for more, o.nd ther e i s e never f ai ling thri l l when t he Bounde r 
di sappear s into the Thr ee Fishers , and we wonder whether or no t he 
will escape this t ime. Pe rhaps you remember t he incid ent in 
MRgnet 1264 -r1hen Sir Hilton t"opper is on his t rAck. "Sir Hi lt o n" 
we r ea d, "appeared t o kno,v his w93 Bbout the 'l'hroe Fishers, de -
plorE\ble as the pl ac e rms . As ti. mntter of .P.bsolut e fact , Sir 
Hilton had knorrn th e pl ac e r1el l in his youn s er days, r1ben ho hed 
not been quit e eo pn:rticular P.bout his own c onduct, ns he now Wt\8 

about the conduct or others . 11 

The r e \Vns no escapo this t i mo "Herbert Vernon -Smith, l e aning 
over the table, cue in hand, uo.s takin g a s ho t. A fat man, rec og ­
ni sab l e il B !4r. :Banks the bookmt>Jcer - 77a.s standin g by the ta b le, his 
hand restin g on his cu e . A potmM \"tas bringin g in some l iqu id 
r ef r eshment fo r Mr. :Banks . ThE\t red - fn.ced gentlemen WP.a smoking 
e big cigar . Smoke rtas c ur lin g from e. cigarette on an A.shtray , 
ap parently laid there by the :ilounder . Smithy pott ed the red as 
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Sir Bil ton Popper look e d in. 11 All v1a.s well in t he end because 
the Bounde r saved the school from robbery by a pseudo-French 
friend of ~elch I a . The story u as a.ppropril".tely called " The 
Bounder I e Luck" . 

Vivid description like that makes one wonder if someone e l se 
knet"1 a r eal-life Three Fishers 11in his younger days wbon he had 
not beon quite so particular a.bout his or.n conduct" •• • the author , 
pcr h;,.ps ! 

Nothing appE1..ron tly could kcop Vernon-Smith from the Tbreo 
Fishers end perhaps tbe best of all on tbis theme carae in No. 136 1 . 
Given loeve from det ention to play football, he goes instend to 
his old baunt for billiards m th the liigholiffiana. Thia time it 
is r.'ingate uho is on his track. 

" Vernon-Smith bnd not missed A shot so fe.r. But be misaod 
one suddenly and his cuo clattor od dorm on the cloth, es hie namo 
we.a suddenly cal l ed from the f r en ch~ndows in a voice be know 
only too well. 

" 1Varnon - Smi th! 1 

" Tho Boundor, dropping his cuo, spun round \"Ii th a. ga sp . Qie 
TI'Ord fell from hie l i ps as be stare d at thG fe.milia.r figure. 

111 Caugh t ! '" 
This particular Magnet formed a fine introduction to tho 

S.1t.edley series, and ended with Mr. Vorno n-Smith's wor ds : " You 
bs.ve neither a father nor e homo. You had both and you ha ve 
chosen t o throw them llWl'.;/ . " 

An ingenious ts,ist on t he usual tbomo c,vno in JJ,,.gnet 156 4 . 
Smithy escape d from the Three Fishers just in time, but left behind 
Bunter's overcoat, which he had f orcibly ''borrowed" in a preVious 
incident, and uhich was duly discovered .. An a\':knard situat i on wa.a 
avoidod aa the Fat C.Vl, unde r the watchful guidance of the Famous 
Five, r1as relucta..""ltly rollin g round the football pitch the.t e.fter ­
noon. Frank Richerds is truly en author who knows how to use his 
material. 

Cl ose ly associated r.i th Vornon - Smi th in his escape.des r,ere 
those two well-knor.n crooks, Messrs. Joe Banks and Joe Lo<!.goy. 
Lodgey r.as r a ally a native of the St . J i c ' s area, but he frequently 
visited the Three Fishers and its neighbouring s trongh old , t he 
Cross Keys. Both are beery, po r tly and fl orid and -rrec1.r the check 
suit s and bowler hats which fic tion associates as closely ni th 
bookmakers as it connects convicts end the broad arrow . There is 
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l i ttle to choose between the two "Mr. Lodgey 11

, t he author tells us 
11,1as a ho r se~ea.ler by profession, but he did more busi ness taking 
bets on horses than in buying and selling thoao quadrupeds. " Both 
were colourful r.nd occasionaly si n ist er additions to the Grey friars 
landscape . 

Vernon - Smith and his corresponding numbers in other forms 
{Angel , Hilton and Price , Loder , Walke r and Carne) were fe.x from 
being the only members of Greyfriars to get involved i n awkward 
situations at the Thr ee Fishers . Hagnet 1 613 sa, 1 the whole 
Famous Five taking t he very tempting sho r tcut th.rough the Tl:ree 
Fishers grounds from th e toY1pnth . At least , on e presumes it to 
be the Three Fishers , though the name given i s the Cross Keys , 
which is r eally situated in Friardale : one of the ve r y few dis -
crepancies to be found in the Magnet. However , this EC)a.rt, Harry 
Wharton & Co. are unfortunate enough to meet Mr. Squidga, Book ­
mp.ker, who suggests t hat i t is 11worth e. quid not to be given cr,;.·a;y 
to your sch oolm aster.'' Fortun ate l y , the inevito. b l e d itch is near 
at bo.nd , and Mr. Squidge is left to adorn it . "It was a horrid, 
muddy , draggled and dismantled obje ct that crawled , panting and 
ga sping and splu t tering, from t he di tch nfter they we r e gone . " 

Previous to tha t , Wharton was cau gh t climbin g over the Three 
Fishe r s fence , afte r he had warned Hilton who was wat ching a glo ve ­
fight - another of the pub ' s doubtfu l luxuries - that Viin g ete and 
Oivynne were on the watch outside . This t1as No. 1292, in the 
middle of the celeb r ated Harry li~nr ton v J.ir . Quelch Series, and 
nat urally the Three Fishers 7HLB just the background needed for 
such a ae r ies . 

Perhaps it ·was put to better use i n the Stacey Series - the 
11doubles " theme led n .?.tur ally to mistaken identi tie e i n awkuard 
places lik e the Three Fishers . In Magnet 1427, Wharto n deliber-
Rte l y makes Quelch think he hBS enterod therein, wh i l e really 
biding in the usual bushee by the ga te . In tho Ileadmaster 1 a study 
la ter : 

'
11 You deny you entered tho gate nt all, !?hnrton? ' 

11 ' Certainly 1 s ir ! 1 

"'And why did you bid , as you state? ' 
"

1To make n fool of Mr. Quelch, sir! 1 

111 Vr'ha- a -at? 1 stuttered the Head . ' What - what-what did you say, 
\.:harton? 1 

11And IJharton , ,nth perfect coolness, rep ea ted his uords, 
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"
1 To mti.ke a fool of JJr . Quelch, sir ! 1 1' 

That \7/l S not th e e nd . The following issue saw Joe Benks 
meet the same fate as A!r. Squid ge e.t th e h.wds of th e Feoous r'i ve, 
when he mis t ook Harry fo r bis good custome r Stac ey . The Three 
Fishers nrust ha ve been fairly thick rli th Gr ey fri.'.U' s cap s P .. t this 
tim e (I o ft en t1onder why Greyfrin.r s people alu n_ys t ook t hei r c a ps 
int o the Three Fishers - ci ther to be s een ove r the f ence , or to 
bo le ft hMging on a peg f or discovery ): No. 1431 aan \Thart on in 
t here ngain -r1hile a g love f ight ':'.Jc\S in pr og r es s, this tir:ie to 
r es cu e Smithy . 

Even th e fat ~d fatuous Bunter ente r ed the T'"nree Fisller s 
scene mor e than once . He als o visi tad Joe Banks at the Cr o ss Keys 
in "Bi lly Bunt er's ' Cert 1 " ( 1249) to put a fiv e r on Silv er Spot at 
10-1. The r esul t wa s as eve ryon e exce ~ t Bunt er ho.d exp ect ed ; 
"Bon?1y Boy - 1, Spot Cash - 2, Rasp be r r y - 3 . Also ran: Limelig ht, 
Dro·1dl e , Li ttle Wonder, Imper vi ous, Si lly Bil ly , Black bird, Ri pe 
Apple , Si lve r Spot ". 

t'requ antly, th e ?hree Fishers was used o.s "back gr ound' fo r 
i ncidents up a t School . Someon e, r et urn ing lat e at n ig ht, w"Ould 
find t he ni.ndo:-, bu r cd, or a de bt ri th Joe :!Janks r-10uld br i ng , 
perhaps Loder near t o st eel in g (Magne t 1399) . Once, Smithy , c,ith 
t ho bette r half of his charact e r uppennos t, r.en t to look for the 
erring "'inga te ilin or, :,fto r li Bhts out (1329 ) . As they \7er e 
clamber in g back into th e Schoo l , v:tth the fr,e going f irst : -

'1The Bounde r gra sped t he ra in -p i po t o clim b in hi s turn, and 
as ~ did so t he r e wa s a footst ep , and a grasp of ir on \7aS l aid on 
his erm. He ":las drag ged a-::.•ay fro m the !:'all i n to the li ght of the 
s ter s, an d a. t a ll Six t h- Former bent to peer a t his f ace. 

111 You! 1 \';'in ga t e ' s voice rms cut tin g in its cont empt. 1 Ver non-
Smith! Who was ,1ith you - you r;er e no t alone?r 11 

The Bou..'tdcr d id not mention t o th e F.ead of Scho ol th at it was 
his you nger brother . 

The Three Fi sh er s ha s become en est abli shed pa r t of th e Gr ey-
friars sc en e ry. Nowhere els e i n th e Greyfriers dist r ict he.s 
pl E".yed. so pro minen t a pa rt in th e st ories . Look in g back through 
t he pa ges of the Magnet, it is goo d t o be able to share with Smithy 
the th ri ll he finds when c l imbing over t he leads at ni ght to visit 
bis dir. gy friends at the Thr ee Fisho r s; it is eve n good t o sh are 
Mr. Qi.1elch ' s d is ap poi?1tment a s he stares ove r the fence and s ees a 
quickly van ish i ng ca p ; and it is with sc ar cely less t han aff ection 
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that \"!e behold "al.most the most disreput ab l e place in the count y " . 

* * * * * * * 
1!!,GNEi' TITLES (Cont ' d.) • • 1494 The Convist ·.,ho crune Back; 1495 
The Spy of the Sixth; 1496 The Shadoo.• of t ho Sock; 1497 Ilia 
Scapegrace Brother; 149 8 Harr:, Whart on 's Amazing Relatio n. 1499 
The Secret of the Smuggle r 1 s Cave ; 15 00 ~hey Celled Him a Funk ; 
1501 The Schoolboy Smuggler ; 1502 Contraband . 

*******************4-**********"* ******"*******************+*'****"* ** 
LETTER BOX 

THAT "PASSillG" OF MARTI!! CLIFFORD 
Septembe r 12th. Rose La,-,n, Ki n gsgate-on - Sea. 

Broadstairs, Kent . 
Dear Her bert Leckenby , 

Many t hanks for the C. D. I have been much en t ertained by the 
speculations regarding a g r~m-up Gre yfriars. But I think tha t 
Harry Wharton and Co. a.re much more interesting e.t fiftee n than 
they could possibly be at fifty - five : and their auth or rtlther 
wi.shos that be could fo l low their example , and keep on Peter - Pan ­
.fully , as Inky might ex press it . 

A re por t e r from a Sunday ner,spaper came down to see me on t his 
ver y subject the other day: and betr,een us we sketched out the 
fut ure caree rs of the Famous Five . It was very amusing : but I 
think i t wil l be a l ong t ime before Colonel Harry fillarton and 
Captain Rober t Cherry, Rctd . call on rubicund Farmer Bull at his 
moorla.'1d farm in Yorkshire, and meet there a ,n-i ting chap named 
Nuger.t, a grey - haired prince callad Hur r ee Sin gh, and n plwnp rosy 
stockbroker of th e no.me of Bunter! 

I liked W.F. Champi on' s art icle on Lovell very r.ruch. But I 
wouldn 't agree tho.t tbi."lgs would go on just the same if Lovell , 
Harri es , and Jo hnny Bull were i nterchanged . I couldn I t imagine 
one in the place of cEJ'JOther - - - Johnny in Study Uo. 6 , Lovell a 
mornber of the Far.>eus Five , or Berr i os still less . There ar e 
shades of cha.rclcte r thet have esc aped the wr iter' o eye. But it 
was a r eally :fi ne ar ti cle end I enjoyed reading it . 

I have been ge tt ing l etters on the subject of the "passing" 
of !.brtin Clifford. It does gi ve one rat her c. jolt to break an 
nssociation which began ne l ong ago as 19 06~ :SUt there are 
practical consideratio ns whi ch must gove rn both author2 rnd 
pu~~ishers. Old r endersJ~-.Y!.D'.: - ~PY to know, :re.J.QOG1ber __ 
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l1artin with affection; bu t ne~, r eade r s k.n0\"1 h im no t . Tempo ra 
mutantu r ! and alas! nos et mutamur in i ll is ! There was a time 
when th e Gem was fa:r ahead of t he Magnet, and Arthur Augustus D' A;rcy 
more widely known than Billy Bunt er. Now I am told that T.M. O. 
will not pay its way , while BBO c ontinues to prosper . Martin has 
had to re a li se t hat the time has come f or him t o t alce a back seat, 
nnd leave the :fie ld to Frank. Luckily , they remain inseparable, 
an d tla.rtin wil l wan t for nothing tha t F:rank can provide! 

Wit h kindes t regards, 
il"ways yours sincerely, 

FR;J !K RICliARDS. 

**'********** ********** **** *************** ..... **"**'****************** 

..Nelson [ee 

. 
• * 
* 

eo/umn 
* * • 
* 

by JACK WOOD 
NOST.i.r,, 328 St ockt on Lane, 

YORK. 

A day or two a8() I received a letter f rom ol d friend Norman 
Pragnell, of Liverpool, uho poses three questions . rlhile I am 
also giving him a personal reply, I feel that the poi nts be raises 
may be of more general i nt erest, so I propose to answe r them , too , 
in this colunm in the hope and belief that you may find t hem of 
interest a s wel l. 

Norman reminds me that in an earlier C.D. Annual he read of a 
Gem seri al in wh i ch the St. Frank's boys paid a r eturn visit to 
Eld orado and had a spot of bo ther wi th an o ld fr iend , Professor 
Cynts Zingrave . Norman wont s to know a little more about t hi s 
serial and how it f its into the St . Frank 's s t o r y in genera l . 

\1ell 1 he r e it is 1 in some detail. Entitled The fJhite Gian t s 
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of El Dora do, and hailed as "the finest St . Fre.nk. 1 s serial ever 
written", the story opened in Gem 1,344 dated fo r the v,eek ending 
Jlovember 18th, 1933. It ended in No. 1354 dated Jnnuary 27th, 
1934. It was thus the first new serial of the St . Fronk ' a juniors 
to appear after the mer ge r of the Nelson Lee Library and the Gem -
it followed th e revival of the Foo Chow series, and preceded the 
Treasure Is l e st or ies in which the St . Frank ' s characters had 
exciting adventures in the Pacific . 

From t be internal evi de nce of the story and tbe 11Gossip 11 i tems 
in the Gems of this er a, it seems f air t o say that in The i!hi to 
Giants we were, in time, back at t he end of th e main nm of t he 
Nelson Lee Library with Fighting J ames Kin gswood as headmaster of 
St. Frank's. 

I t was a story on just the old lines of thrills and adventure 
in a str&nge country. The open in g bad us on ou:r toe a v,i th ex -
pectant enthusiasm. 

"' ~ie'r e o ff! 1 

' Hurrah! ' 
Ulthuaiastic cheers went up from scores of schoolboy throats 

as the gian t airship , Sky Y."anderer, rose gracefully from the famous 
playing fiel ds of St. Frank ' s Col l ege , and so~..red over the grey, 
stately Houses of the great sobooL " 

It was, of course, a wonder airship built by the Ma.Mars 
Aircraft Corporation , with Sir Hobart himself in command . Lord 
Dorrimore bad presented the Sky Wanderer to the sch oo l as a cruising 
school of the skies to take the boys to the far - flung corners of th e 
E>npire , t o educat e them by personal contact wi tb al l the peop l es 
of t he earth . 

The first tr ave ll ers ,vere selected by special exominations .. 
Nel son Lee was hendma.ster, other mast ers included .Alin gton Wilkes , 
Beve rl ey Stokes and Professor Tucker , and t here were abo ut 75 boys 
r epresenting all fo r ms. Needless to say, t he one and only Umlos i 
was in the party . 

Need.less to se.y , t oo , a party with Dorrie in i t wos not likely 
t o be conventio na l, so instead of going by way of Panama a more 
southerly route for New Zealand is taken so that another view may 
be obtai ned of th e land of the Arzac White Gian t s in the hear t \ of 
Brazil, r1bich was believ ed to have be en destroyed in the earlier 
series about El Dorado by a te-rri ble ear thquake. 

They find the City of Gold haa been r ebuilt , are grounded by " 
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"dee.th ray" , are attacked by a herd of mastodons aa well ee the 
V,'hi te Giant st and at the end of the first instalment become the 
prisoners of King Yoge., who turns out to be Zingrave . 

From that reminiscently stirrin g beginning, Brooks provided a 
yarn ·which, whil e it awed something to similar stor i es he had 
penn ed ove r the ye ars , rre.s the best we had ha.d from him for years . 
The ol d thrill was there, end one breathless adventure follor,ed 
another ·in r epid succession. Yes, this was certainly what r,e old 
Fran coniP.ns wa.."1.ted ! 

Lee o.nd his companions run into a ri val kingdom and an old 
friend, Captain Herry Cane, an intrepid uorld-flyer , who had dis -
appeared mo ye ars ear lier. He r1as, na turally, known at Capt . 
Hurricane. 

O:ld th at for the hero of the piece, so to speak, Brooks should 
choose the same n('Jl'le and nickname as years befo re he had bestowed 
upon one of his villains. Other times, othe r customs, I suppose; 
but I digre s s . 

1:'i th the aid of Capt , Cane and h is friendly White Gi ants, the 
r eign of Zingrave is brought to an end and th a t wily old scoundrel 
is captured once again . But not befor e there have been more 
exciting momenta reminis ce nt of the ea rlier ilelson Lee Library 
visits to Lost Lands and of that old Comrade yarn in the Boys 
Magazine when Venus wes visited . 

In the theme of two warring "nations" we recalled the stor ies 
of llorthestria and New .Anglia of some 10 years previously t which 
brings me to Norman ' a second query regarding a r eference in the 
Nelson Lee Library and the s.0.1. reprints , of the Nev, Anglia 
stories to an earlier visit. 

Norman has been unable to trece any earlier N. L. L. yarns of 
any visit to New Anglia, and asks if I can clear up the mystery . 
As it hap pe ns, I can . 

The Nelson Lee Library stories were in the Small Series, Nos . 
366 to 380, which a ppeared in Jwie-S eptember 1922. They were 
reprinted in the s. 0.1 . in 1939. 

But, as Norman had already f ound t here was a Boys Friend 
Li brary, !lo. 657, The Wonder Cr aft, dated I.larch, 1923, in which 
Loe and Nipper paid an ear lier visit to New Anglia . \Toat puzzled 
Norman was that this appearod after the N.L . L. iss ue s referred to 
abov e . --

The simp l e explanation is that the Boys Fr iend was i"tae lf a 
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reprint. It was, in fact, t he third of thr ee monthly numbers 
which r eprinted a. aeries of sho r t st or ie s whic h appear ed in the 
Nugge t Weekly i n 192 1. These s t ori es rela t ed "exclusive l y" cer -
tain hi t bert o unr eco rd ed epis odes in the l ong bat t le between 
Nelson Lee and the League of t he Green Triangl e . 

Lee and Nipper found th emselves cha s ing Zingra ve into New 
.Anglia, and they were aid ed by Raymond Gray, tho inv ento r of The 
Wonder Craft , which was one of Brooks ' s f avouri tes, a convertible 
e.eroplan e - subraarine. 

(Note: The first Green Triang l e series in the N. L.L . ended 
with No . 53 in 1916. The Nugget stories r esurre c ted oomo char -
acters alre ady dead, thus substnntiating t ho "pr evious ly unpubl is he d 
episodes" idea,J 

Norman' s fin al query raises t he whol e quest i on of Boys 
Fri end Li br ary r e pri nts . Demands of ti me and space pr event a 
detail ed answer here, but I wi ll search out what inf ormati on I 
can and giv e it nexl month . 

I hope , ho\·:ever, that I have , in answering Norman' a queries , 
whe tted a fe'\7 appet it es for net1e of le s s f amiliar st . Frank ' s 
stori es . There is quite a f'U.nd of t he se into which little r e -
search has been done . 

** ...... *************************-If-+****** **"'*************'********** 
FOR SALE, ' C. D.• ANNUALS 1 - 7 , 5/6 eac h; lot 36/- . COLLECTORS 
MISCELLANY (PARKS) 5th SERIES l - 20 , Oct . ' 45 - Sept . ' 51 l / - ea ch ; 
l ot 15/ -. 16 BUNTER BOOKS ( FULL SE1') 5/ 6 ea ch ; l ot £4. AUTOBIO-
GRAPHY FRA!IK RICHARDS 7/ -. BESSIE BUJJTIB 5/6 . COLLECTC!!S DI GEST 
VOLS. 4, 5, 6 , 7 , 8, 9 (to da t e) COMPLETE ElCCE?T 110. 62 (Feb. 1952) , 
ALSO FE\'/ LAT3 VOL. 3, l / - EACH; 10/6 PER VOW-r.lE, (VO.LUJ.IE 6 , with 
62 miss i ng, 8/6); LOI' £2/10 . BOYS loL\G.\ZINE (1922) Nos. 14 and 15, 
9d. eech . l'lESTml/ LIBRlJlY (LAl1AGA!I), NOS. 2 , 3, l 0,13,1 5, 22, 25,29, 
33,37 ,43 , 52 , 57 , 62 , 85,88, 101. 6d. E.\CH, LOI' 7/6 . 3NTIRE COLLECTION 
AS ABOVE TO CLEAR £.9. ALL POST FREE. TRAYNOR, l ROSE VILL.;s, 

~~~ .}:'.~!i~\~.~tT,FJ;I~, ..... 
SPECI/.LLY '!ll iJITED FOR SENTil!ENTAL REASONS: S. B.L . No . 243 (s eco nd 
aeri es) "The Murder of Const able Cartwrigh t ". Good Prioe Pai d. 
V.E. COLBY, 8 Bll!ESFC!lD .\VENUE, BEV2llLY RILLS, 11.s ,w. AUSTRALIA. 
sAiE; &!P'}et;·;;;;,i ·s:6;±;,~; Cii"att e;b ox i;,;;:,~·a1 ·1916 , P~;,;;~~~ ·~: · ... 
azine 1898 Vol . V. (Captain Jus tic e Stories)~ Crime Books . 
Would Ez:change . E. MAGOVENY, 65 BENTIL\M STfu,r:r, BELFAST. 
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0 LD BOYS' BOOK CLUB -~- ---- -- ----'C--- - --
There was a very good attendance at t he Autumn Wood.ingdean 

meeting, i ncludir18 as i s now cus tomary, our worthy viCe-:President, 
Herbert Leck e nby . Fresh f r om his numerous visits to a ll his old 
and new fri end s in the south , he was in sparkling form and ably 
con duc1:ed his ''ask me another quiz". Previous ly to this he bed 
0\1,tlined some of the good items tha t a.re to appe ar in the for t h -
coming '' C. D. lmnua l ". Chairman Roger pres ented to Herbert the 
lat tere or iginal drewin g by C. H. ChapmM suitably fr,.med, this 
dr e:wing of Herbe r t app eered in t he very successf\11 100t h issue of 
t he 11C. D. 11 A very full P.genda t1ith "tl'lO othe r quiz competitions 
e.nd a very good re:iding by host Bill Jardine l'lhO with hostess 
Clad.ya rounded up a ve r y good "Study" feed. Next meeting was 
decided to be held a t "Che rr y Pl ace" , 7C6 , Lor dship Lane, Wood 
Gre en , London , n .. 22 , on Sund~, October 16t h, 4 p.m. sharp . ..'.J-
togethe r e. very succes sful meeting in the glorio us St . Frank ' s 
country . The boa t s are to be congratula t ed on another happy 
occasi on e.nd wi th o good view of the lights of :Br ighton on the 
way b ack to the station , the company r:ended t heir various T";ays 
home. 

Ul:CLE BENJ.\MIN. 

* * * * * 
NORTHERN SECTION IIEEl'ING1 SEPT. 10th. 1955 

In t he unavoidabl e absence of Sec r etary Ron. Hodgson , the 
Chairman r ea d t he minu t es of t he previous meeting • 

.l..fter t he re ading of some interesting cor respondenc e by Ger ry 
Al l ison and myself, we got down to the fir st item on our winter 
progranxne "lzy" Collec ti on" by Gerry. With a wa:ry look in a ce r-
t ain direc t ion , be set o ff like this . 

11!Jan is definitely an acquisitive anima l. The main enemy 
he has t o put up with is r;oman. Nothing gi 'Ves wives or mothors 
eo much pleasure aa 'gett in g r id ' of t he pile s of rubbish whi ch 
th eir devoted menfo l k have acquired m. th so much t oil, trouble 
snd expense . bIJY w,q rrl.1 1 do a s l ong as it is c l eared out; th e 
dustbin , the aalv&ge col l ecto rs or the fireb aok . " Got shut of it" . 

Mrs. JU.lieon oxo laimed "Wait until I get you homet1 bu t I havo 
an idea sh e didn 't r eal ly mean it and f rom what I ha.ve· seen in the 
Allison home, bi s collection at l eaat is not in danger . 
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Gerr y went on to give n grnphic acco unt of his co ll ecting 
experio no es over many y ears nnd of tho mcmornble day \'1hon wo mo'\ 
1n that room tor tbe firs t timo over fiv e yoars ago . 

If al l th o talks wo ere to havo during tho winto r nights are 
t o bo a.a cng roo sing wo arc in for a jo lly good time . 

Next meeting, October 8 th, its Jack ~7ood' s turn ,nth St . 
Franks and other Schoole , Rally round, !lor th arnere. 

l!El!BERT LECKEN]Y, 
llorth e rn Section Correspondent . 

• * • * * * * 
LIIDL:Jlll SECTION MEZl'I!IG 1 AUGUST 22nd 

OJr Che.irman began the proceedings toni4ht by c ongratubti ng 
our Treasurer t1ho hns just become the proud fathe r of a son . \Ve 
were very pl eased t o heor that most auspicious ne,7s , and sinc er ol y 
echo Jack • s good wishes to Jlormnn and his 17ife , Incidental ly it 
turned out to be Norman's evening altogether , as ,-;e ,1cre booked f or 
a talk by him and extr omely i ntorest1ng it waa too .. 

This talk uns on Adventur e Stori es as compar ed with those about 
Schoo l lif e . He made n vigorous defence of the f or mer, claimed 
th at they were for more popular and referred to the splendid work of 
such v.Ti ters na Perc y F. West erman , Majo r Charles Gilson, Captain 
Brereton , and G. A. Henty . liorman ' s cbannin8 and disarmin g manner 
rather disguised the fact thtJ.t he "got in" some ha.rd knocks at Cr ey­
tria.rs er.thusinats ••.• eepeci ally "so much Bunte r- puerile stu ff!" 
Pentelow • s Haygarth woa a b e tt e r schoo l than Greyf riare. 11}.Joder n 
Boy11 was aime d r.t a hishor r.ge group t bo.n th e "Me.gnat " . However , 
we agroe that t1e can all get enjo yment out of other eto ries, j us t 
&a we can enjoy other film s th a.n t hose featuring our favo ur ite film 
star . 

Naturally this moat e xcellent talk prov oko d a very li vel y 
diecusaion, and inevitably the ove nin g soon went . 

E!IIIARD D..:.VEY. 
* ... . . * * * 

VISIT BY m:RSEYSIDE CLUB TO LIIDLAND 
18th SEPTEIIBER1 1955 

A notc.ble step fonvard in inter-club r elations '788 t~ .:en w1. th 
thie first offioial visit exchnnge d between our two Clubs. 



<Xlr visitors were me1 on arrival on .New Street St ation, and 
after refreshments in th e Station Cafetaria we went by 1 bus to 
Romsley Hill Top. From here we did a particu l ar ly lovely ,>alk 
doon to Shut Hill Glen and up agein to Walton Hill and so to the 
"Happy Return" Cafe at Romsley . 

niring very welcome cups of tea we discussed matters of 
interest, and meanwhile othe r members arrived, among t hem Ilise 
Russell who very thoughtfully brought her camera. After posing 
in the lovely 1..utw:mi sunshine for a few snaps , we eat down to a 
delicious bacon and egll tea . 

During furthe .r discussions ,,e tackled a very fine r hyming 
quiz compiled by Don Webst er; one on whic h he had clearly spen t 
much time end th ought with excellent results . 

Far too soon it wa.s time to seo our friends off; but most 
assuredly we shall long retain many please.nt memories of happy 
hours which suggest interesting possibiliti es for future events 
of a like nature. EDl'I.ARD DA VF!. 

* * * * * 
SEPTEMBER MEETING - MERSEYSIDE SECTIOH 

This meeting was not so wel l attended es usual, only a. doze n 
members bein g present , but nevertheless an enjoyable evening Tlas 
spent, The Chairman in tbs course of dealing •Ii th Club business 
mentioned i'le had lost enother member - Harry FrB11comb (who has 
moved further afield) so ue ar e poore r by the lose of a Sexton 
Blake fan, Don read a happy letter from Frank Unm.n (how we shal l 
mi es him!) and RlSO correspondence from the Midland Club re the 
propos ed meeting m th them. 

After refrenbments, and Bill Horton having attended to the 
Club Library, three teams t eckled a most intereatill8' Cross~/ord 
drawn up by Jack Morgan ( there were some "Croes words" over the 
spelling of the River Rbyl - or is it Ryll ) , Next month is our 
Annual Meet ing, when aIDOnget ot her items we shall discus s the 
possibility of holding :,n Exhibition in Liverpool, 

************* ·**ii********* .... *'********** ... **********************"** 
FCR SALE OR EXCHANGE, HOTSFURS, 1954, 33 copios 4/ - LOT, WIZARDS, 
1953-54 , 5:> copi os, 6/ - LCII', AJlVENTURES, 1953 - 54 , 55 copies, 6/6 
LOT. HOV.Ell~, 1953 -54, 61 c~Jios, 1/- LOT. ROVERS, 1932-35, 12 copies 
3/ - DOZ, Cli.lJ!PIONS, 194 8- 53, 250 copies, 1/6 DOZ. (Continued) 
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MODERN BOYS, 1937-39, 69 copies, 4/- DOZ. BOYS IJ,\GAZINE, 1923-4 , 
6 copie s, 4/- Lm'. MAGNETS, 1923-38, 22 copies, 30/ - LOP. cws, 
1930, 17 copies, 25/- Lm' . 

,\JINUALSr HOLIDAY, 19 25 , 1928 , 5/-, 1934, 8/6, CIW!PION, 1935, 
1951, 5/- TIIE TWO. SCHOOL GIRLS <:mJ, 1925 --26, 5/ - ea. 1937, 3(6 . 
FURTl!m DETAILS ON REQUEST, G. RICHTON, 14, GREYHOUilD ROAD1 
l'IILLESDEN, LONDON. N. W.1 0. 

THE l!Al!ES THE SA1!E - BUT 
Among the etories published in the A.P. 11Thriller Comice 1' 

a library the size and price of the 11Sexton Blake" are tr,o en­
titled 'Th e Red Rapiers' snd ' The Black Dragoons•. I spotted 
them on a booksta ll and as the titles brought bnck memories I had 
s look at them. SUre enough they riere the Morton Pike stories 
r.bich were first publ ished as s erials in the Boys ' Friend over 50 
yea:ra ago, a.nd ill ustra t ed so attractively by 11Val 11

• In their 
present form th ey ' r e P.11 pictures, that method which is such a 
craze not1-a-days . It all seems so daft to me; how can they 
capture once popular Morton Pike ' s graphic style in the balloo ns 
whic h accompany the pictures , And why on earth do t hey call them 
' comics •? 

The two aerials, of co urse, were also reprinted in the Boys' 
Friend Library at 3d . with 12 0 pages providing hours of enthralling 
reading . Value £or money in the good old days nhich wil l never 
r eturn. 

Still the stor i es in their present form seem t o sell, so you 
can't b l ame the publishers. I rust be ' old-fashioned '. But I 
ask you , can you imagine a present-day boy saying 50 years on 
should he come across a copy of the 1Red Rapiers • in picture form : 
11My word, I rend th at l7ben I was e. kid". 

Well, you know the pungent retort of Eliza Doolittle in a 
certain pl ay of Bernard Shaw's, don 1 t you? 

TIUE1 S FL YING 
HAVE YOU ORDERED YCUR ANNUAL YET? 
TIIERE'S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 

ADVll!TI SE Ill THE C. D, ld . WORD · 
llNNUAL 2d . l'ICl!D 

YCJlK DUPLICATING Sll!VICES, 7, THE S!W,!BLES, YCllK. Tel : YORK 5148. 


