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3rom the [ditor·s ~hair 
ITS DRJ,.WING NEilRERt Yes, I' m ta.lking about the Annual again for 
there's news about more article a that have reached me since I 
wrot e last . 

First Bill Lofte has been diggin g out still more infomation 
about th e pape rs of the past . For instance, he got on the scent 
of what must surely have been the very first boys• periodical . 
The British 1..'ueeum possess no oopiee but he was told there might 
be some in America , so what did he do but write to Yale University . 
Whil st in London Bill ehowed me e lett er from that seat of learning 
givi ng him th e information he l18D.ted.. Here I s a t error ~hon ho 
gete on the trai l, and no error . 

Then ca.me oome great e"tu.tf from John L. Jukes . He calls it 
"I llus t Have Been Tough" end the title fit s. In v1 vid sty l e he 
givea you e ome of his experiences in Fleet Street and its environs . 
Tha;y• re both gay and thrilling . He tells of the occ a sion when 
ho found he wru, being fi t ted for a suit intended for R.J . l.!ac­
donald and s.a a contrast , a hair-rai sing account of an a.dwntura 
on llater l oo . Bridge one derk night . And, oh but you must «alt 
until ;you see it . 

llext, Jaok Cook breaks new ground with "Spotli ght - on -Red 
Circle School". Thie in respons e t o requests for something on 
the Thomson papers . Jack ' a dono the job in r eal amusing s t7'le. 
H ooems the bo;ys did grow up at Rod Circ l e , in somewhat ha ph az ard 
fashion it seems fo r one yoUth moved up aftor being in one fo rm 
sevonteen years! 

Foll owing that came Bob Whiter ' s eketoh for the oovar . All 
I'll say about that is that Bob improves as he puts the ;years 
behind him. · 

Then jus t as I was about this oame a fe.t packe t from Len 
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Pack man de spit e the f ac t that be ua s just gettin g r eAdy to go into 
hospital for 11 spell . Tho packet contained the contribution s fr om 
tho mewbers of th e S. B. Circlo, Len himself, Josio, Walte r ijebb , 
Charlie and Oliv o f!ri ght , Bon 9.hite r nnd Bill Lofts. I won ' t 
attempt to dea l <ri th them individually , but I' 11 guaranteen they ' ll 
anti sfy all the Blnke fans. 

?low at the moment orders a.re running neck and neck with l as t 
ye ar, but quite a number have come from not:1 members . That 1 s very 
gr atifying of course but it means that some regulars are a l ittle 
behindhand . The duplicating agency hes started running off end 
I have ris i(ed it nnd or dered more copies t han eve r before . P m 
sure you rro:1't le t any be l eft on my hands , st i ll t:0.e sooner I ha.w .. e 
you r orders the better for my peace of mind . 

* * * * * 
HERE'S YOUR CFLJ";CD! The follcmi...~ advert e.pps ared in th e 'Cbo ervor 1 

on SUnde.y I Octobe r 2nd , 
"JI,'TilORS OF ?CYS' $1!0 RIES: The Ecii t ors o'f uell-knoun boys 1 

papers rrould lik e to contact experienced or potential 
r.Titers of edventuro, spor t, school , humorous storias . 
Paycent s on e.ocoptance. 'Jrito , not call, Geno ra.l F.ditor , 
D. C. Thomson & Co. Ltd . , 12 Fo tt or Lc..t10, Fle ot Street , 
London , E.C.4 . " 

If you do decide t o have e. go , here' a rdshing you luc k . But 
if you do succeed in gottin g int o print you uill hove to tell ua , 
for Thomson ' s, of course , don ' t bolieve i."l publishing autho r s 1 

namos; a mistake in my opinion . It I s truo tb oir pp.pars soem to 
be succossf'Ul , neve r thel ess such El. po l icy leaves something wr.nting -
the intimate t ouch . 

In tho 1 gold en days ' of boys ' weeklieo, the A. P ., ?ea.rson ' s 
Aldines 1 and otha rs did gi ve th e o.ut;:J.ors' names r eal or otherwise , 
soMetices v;ith photos and biogr aphies and the stories ~ere all the 
more interestin g thereby . 

Just think of how much less \78 should have had to write and 
talk about if we had ne ver heard of Maxwell Scott , Sidney i>revt, 
G<eyn Evans, E. s. Br ooks en d hundreds more . '.'/hat of the t hr ills 
l':'e got uhen we discovered that David Goodrtin wa s a l so John Tregellis 
or when we deduced that Henry St . John and liable St. John q e:re one 
and the sane . kbove o.11 ?then ue leained the real truth about what 
some of us had been curi ous for years - 'l"lae Frank Ric ha.rde really 
1ia.rt1n ClJ.~~ had 11they" anythi ng to do ri th Charl e s Ear.iil ton? 
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-:inen we also learned that the same typertri ter tap ped. out the 

3tor i es of ~van Conquest, Ralph Rodrn,,y, Hilda Ri chP.rds and on e or 
two mor e, why , we hav ' n ' t st opped talking about it yet . 

Yes , i ndeed, our world would have been vastly different if o.l l 
the stories r;e loved had been uri tt en anonymously . Thore 1 s a. lot 
in a name . 

Jmyway if you do send n sto r y to Thooson ' s and it does not 
drop back t hrough your lett er bo x ''m. th a dull thud" be sur~d 
let rne know . 

Yours sincerel:r , 

l!ERBERT Ll:X;KEl<1lY. 

************* ************* *********** ***************************** 
:;: INTERVIE".7 GEffiGE E . ROCH::::STrn 

by ·:!. O. G. Lofts 

*"* 
Livin g ,:it; li n e stone ' s t hrow of Vic tor ic Stati on is a man ,·.•no, 

altbo'.l gh no lon ge r r-1ri ting boys st o ries, rrn.s one of the most popu -
lar pr e-•:;ar au thors of boys fiction . This men is George Zrnoat 
Rochester . 

I was very plea sed to meet i.ir . Roches ter one rece nt SUnday 
morning, and I greatly enjoy ed several hours of int eresti ng con­
versation fror.:i r1hich I learned quite e l ot about himse l f and hie 
~,or k . 

The first story he wrote '""" f or the B. O. P. (in 1926 ) and was 
entitled 11FUlliC". The publishe r s then asked him to write a serial, 
and this 'i'laS so successful tha t it started hir.:i well nnd truly on 
his long coreer . 

He holds a very fine rec ord in the B. O. P. which ha s only once 
been sur pa ssed, tha t of opening four consecutive volumes \7i.tb e. 
serial st ory . The record is held by ~ajo r Charles Gilson; in 
the Vols . 42 to 46. 

He cl A.see a the B. O.P ., CHUi.;s, end MODERJ:i BOY a s the tr.ree best 
publications of their ki nd ever produced . The writers for these 
papers, asserts Er. Rochester, bad a mission in life - that of 
inculcati ng the hi ehest rn.oral code in the r eade r throu gh t he medium 
of t heir works . (Char les lfa.milton 1 s work in rJODERN BOY is but one 
proof of the tru t h of this ass er tion . ) 
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As most MAGNET rea ders are aware, Ur . Rochester wrote a 
number of fine serials for that paper , including , "TRE LOST 
SQUADRON11, "THE FLYING SU13}l..\.RTIJE11

, 
11TiiE SEA SPIDER.11 

t 
0 THE BL.h.CK 

Hll.w'K", 11T!iE SlI!J)({i OF THE GUILLCJrI1lE" and 11THE :BULLDOG BREED11
• 

Mr. Roches ter wrote for the TliRILLIB (1:eekly ond Library) , 
UJIION JACK, BOYS FRiu.D Lill R.IP.Y, l!ODERN BOY, CHU1!S, SCHOOLBOYS 
Gm L1BR.'~Y and, unknown to most of us, quite a lot for the 
Thompson PeJ)er s : s/12.\RD,. ROVER, J,DVEilTD1!E and V.ANGU,\RD. He also 
wrote for the K!rQCKOUT, BEJJlO and DANDY comics . 

Dople.rin g the pr esent-day shorta ge of papers for boy s - un ­
f ortunately t here is no mar ket for them - Mr. Rocl:ester deprecates 
tha I comic-st r ip ', and. al t hough offe red sev eral comisa i ons in 
this field he has refused , on the gro unds that be does not consider 
i t ri gh t for a storJ - \'.Ti te r to do t his type of uork . 

:,.t the pr esent tir.ie he is r,r i tir. g for th e ·:IR.A.CLE and the 
MIR:~CLE LIERJ.RY under t ha f ollouir.g pen names: ' Elizabeth Kent • , 
•Ma.rt in Hal e ', ' Hes t er Roche • , and I All ison Frazer 1

• He elso 
.rrote as I Berton Furze ' s..>td ' Frank Cha them ' ( CHlJ:.iS), 1 Hamil ton 
5.'Dit h 1 (BOYS KI~GJ'i.ZlHE) e.nd 1Eric Roche 1 a.11d ' John Beresford 1 

(JJODERN BOY). For Hutcbinsons' s as l ie.ry Uest . 
!!r . Rochester has written over seventy bound books and 

publishers since the uar i?lClude ; Epr:'orth Presc, Hutchinson , 
Ward Lock, C. H. Daniels and Lutte1-rn>::-th Press . 

At one time he had copieS of al l the papers containin g his 
own stories, but durinc the 'rle:r they v1ere destroyed by f ir e in t he 
1 bl itz 1 • 

Born in Northumberland , llr . Rochester li va d f or a number of 
years at Broadstn.i rs . 

When the wa.r resul tad in the fu Press closi ng dc.wn a number 
of their !>oys publications, he said it was lik e a knife cu t ting 
t hrough him, and be thinks bis life bas been divi d ed into two 
parts . 

Durin g t he first Uorl i ~ar £1'. Rocheste r ser ved as a Fl i gh t 
Lie ut . in the Royal Fl yin& Cor ps, a,..'1d that is why his air stori e a 
are so authentic . He was a member of t he ill-fated 97th Squadron , 
fly i ng bombers in t b.e first v.-orld war. He ,;,1as shot dorm by ant i­
aircraft guns behind th e German l ines , and l1as very f or tunate to 
escape serio us in jury , but he uas oade a prisoner , and end ttrod 
vory grea t herdship during the remci nin g r:10nths of the t1ar, .o.oving 

_ 9:.oJ:. ?~eRfgf.son camp to the other . In the last war he was in t he 
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In 1930 he killed off the "Boot l o" but i t drew such on outcry 

from readers, l'1ho ua..'lt ed it to continued that he had to wr ite "The 
Retur n of t he Flying Beetle " in a l~tcr Vol ume. Mr. Rochester 
thinks that Frank Richards r1a.s the finest uri tcr of them tll , n.nd 
he is very pleased t he.t be i a still ,~-ri ting s t ories ui th succoss , 
r.s ho believes he deserves a l l tho luck in the f,Ti t in g \rorld thn t 
is going . 

I n his opuuon ono of th o arcmteot schoo l stories E:ver 'ITT'i tten 
r,a s Talbot 3o.i ncs Rocd 1 s "Fifth Fom nt St . Domi nic ' s", o.lso th ose 
by Gunby I:ada.th o.nd R. S. -.;.,'a,rren Bell in THE C,'.PT.1U1I. 

The reF~son why he only \"frotc but one Sexto n Blake story { S. D. L. 
3rd series 1;0. 104 "The Riddle of the hlssing Ward.ress 0

) is that 
the scope is so limited , only tl;"O stories oppearin g each month • 

.. :inotil i::r ;;3p cr for uhich ~.:r. Rocl~ester ,;;.TOto soveral s tories 
was the ·:'ESTSFJ: LIBRARY, t";hich ran fo r 110 issues • 

.ii89d abO'.lt sixtyi.sh , but lookin g nu.ch younger , lli' . Rochoste:r 
plans to \"."rit e fo '!: the .American market i:i the futu:-e , for he feels 
t !lere is much more aco :po there . 

***************** 
{NClrE: ~his article i s a typical example of how Bi l l Lof ts , once 
he has got on the trail of an autho r, \7ho 1 s ,.rritin e s muld be of 
great inter est to readers of the C. D. , st i cks it out unti l he hn.s 
"found his man". He had ono set back, iihich rrou l d hc:ve made me 
ret ir e in confus i on, but not Bi ll . 

~c:r. Rochester by the ,,ay denies that he eve r \";TOto under tho 
name of John illen, as repo r ted in soma of the earlier C. D. Annuals . 
He y,ould lilrn to knor: t"rho John Allen uas . ] . io. ) 

**************************;;;;.;:;:;~;;** ************************ 
~ 1 Bound or Looso1 Gome, lilngnota , Nolaon Loo 1 a , Champi ons, 
3oya Mags, Early r~izards , Rovers, Advonture s, Eotspurs (Hoe . 1 to 
200), "Chums" 1900-:20, Scout, 1908..;? l. Any ism,e s No. 1 Boys 
P~per e : - Rockot , Boye Cinema, s. O.L .. , Grey Fritu e Her ald , S. B. L .. 
(Any Series), Dnpi ro Lib . , Li on Lib . , etc . !!AVE QUITE A FEW 
ODDllE!ITS FOR SALE OR EXCfuU1GE, SENJl FOR LIST . J .R . Sf/11111 3 FIF'l'H 

!,VENUE, PADDil/GTON, L0l1DON~ ====== ========= 

HJ.VE YOU ORDERED YOUR MTNUJ.L YET? 

- ----- -- -- ·-- -- ---· ·-- ---- ---- ---
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BLHJ(MJV~ 
Conducted by JOSEPHlllE PAC'.o.Ll.'I 

27 , J.rchdalo Road , Eas t Du.lwich, London , S. E. 22 . 

I ara sure you wil l al l be pleased to hear that Len is slO'"Nly 
recov ering from his recent illness. I should also like to thank 
all those 1who have so kindly enquired after him . He uaa able to 
sit up i."l bed and type out thi:> month ' a ' BlE".kiana co py ' - Tihich is 
a good sign . 

Don' t you think Bill Loft a article on Harry :Blyth -;ias interestin g 
It s~ems incredible that over 50 yoars had to p3ss before tho 
curtoin uas raised on t bo myst er y of Sext on BlE1.kc I s ori gin . It 
must suroly have bee n o. point of int oroet to tho many l overs of tho 
11U. J 11

• oven befo r e somo of us r,o:ro born; but we shall novor 
r eally know tho r or. son for ell this socrc cy. I think r.o should 
al l fo c l grateful to Bill for obtein i ng this info r mation , oven t o 
tho extent of tr avell ing t o Broe.dsta.irs t o se c Harry Blyth Junior . 

J OSIE PJ.CKM.:.11. 

****"************ 
MORE B.JlELI!iGS OF BARDELL 

by Victo r Col by 

"Egge is ogga, and I don't hold with thio le.bolli ng t cm fresh 
r.nd nor: lnid . If a..>t ogg isn 1 t fresh noo laid, tboy oughtn 1 t t o 
l et it bo dopor tod . 1i/hat aro farms and po1,;.l try r.ins in th o country 
f'or rmyr:e::,? As I o.lwaya says t o tho grocer , .:?gga CM I t holp being 
suspicious corning from foreign pll.rts tbousenda of railos e.r;e.y lik o 
Sce.ndi uog i a. hlld I r omombor ~ poor ' uab Md saying , \lben ho 't7ee 
alive, that ho wont into the Sr..lll SUoy r e staurant in Soho onoo upon 
a ti mo, and they t:riod t o eorvc him eggs deportod from China . Feir 
groan with a.go they "i?Or a, and he.rd as the sole of your boot. Call 
tbom eggs! Why my 'u sband said tha t if hi s te eth were not crackers, 
and all the oandolines in Chin a was t o of fer him pr ecious fran..~en ­
stein and myrrh, he couldn I t have mastic ulated such eggs fo r hie 
meal, poached or scrambled" . 

( s. B. L, 2nd aeries 552 "The .Jockynr d t!yater y". ) 

"Thero 'o a. youn g lady come,, s ir, t1antin ' to seo yo r i .lll.!tedji t 11 , 
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tho o ld darno annoW1ced , "Uislaid aho sc z, th ough '!":hat sho' s beon 

an ' mislaid I couldn ' t fi gi;er . She 's got ,.bout everything a good 

young gal should ' nvo, n.n' e. -::holo lo t moro beside s , i f you ask 

mo. Wot mtb a ' ole joolry shop on ' n minx coat ' arf ,·,oy down to 
•er EJ"'.lcles, an ' •ee l s tbnt ' i gh Pedro could aood as ur:.lk under •er 

hinatep, sho certainly don 't loo k like she ' s got anything left to 

mislay , unl ess it un.e on ompty :rougo pot" . 
"Nevor mind , Mrs . Bardell . Wo 1 11 soon find out ,·Jhnt ' s missing . 

You can sb w hor up" . 
111 r ockon I could ohO";; •er up , an' t"tit hout st r ninin ' mes elf 1 

noitho r "! llrs . Ba.rdoll sniffed . "I'll lay she r.evor got l'.11 

thorn fc.llels o.n' finer y hon3 st . You ' ad better look: out that she 

don I t put someth ink acraws e yo r" ! 

{ s . :s. L. 3r d seri e o 84 "The StrMbe Cese of the Tootman I s 

Crime . ) 

"Ono of th.om Tott onho t s you i/8G talking about ~Jr . Tinker . A 

bla.ol::e.ooor - u.t our front door - t111d he say s he want a Banann :Slako" . 

"He.-:. d.o yol... do Br:Ma Blak e", interposed a r eedy voice from a 

11 ttle ;:,.fir at the door . 

(s.n. ;:,. 3rd s eri oa 214 "The 1-,ystery of the For bid ~en 

Territo ry .) 

" If you don ' t mind me mentioning it sir, ba c on at one end ton 

a pound ain't intended to feed ' ounde \7ith, such bein g a sin , to 

IJIY' cind, uhon cats meat can be obtai n ed at A t\'7ontieth of the pr ice" . 

Bli,k:e lo.ighed a.nd nung to ?edro the 11\st of t he r eohe r s , 

17hich th e export cBUght deftly, ond srmllo wed in ono gulJ'.). 
11Thoro!" cried tho indignant Ure . Br.rdoll , " ~d qui to uastcd 

on ' im, for no mor tal creatu r es Heaven made could possibly taste 

anythi ng "'7nll0t1pd like tb.:lt ! l!igbt ns uell • ave been fried calico 

for al l the diffe r ence I e ' d have knO\i.'11 11• 

Pedro rubbed a cold nose into the old lady ' a hand, and he r 

eyes softened . 
11V'ell , sir , I ain't denying that, fo r a nobler dog there 

never was on this earth , I'm sure . But, still , to a Christian a 
1 ound ehould be a ' ound , and you can I t make a aor. ' a puree out of a 

silk ear" . 
( S. B.L . 2nd serieo 563 "The Dlnckmailed Bnronet" . ) 

- - -~ oOoo----
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A l!J.TTER OF HONOOR 
by Derek i,.dley 

There can be no doub t about it, so far as Hu.xt on Rymer was 
concerned, he was a complete out and out crook and a deadly foe; 
but one story publ i shed in the "Union Jack" proved that he r-ms not 
rri thout honour . 

The story in question r1as entitled "The Case of the Stricken 
Outpoat 11 which wo.e published i n "0.J . " No. 1177 . Thie was c. story 
that took Sexton Bl ake all the "!lY to the frozen Yukon to get his 
man, the theme of r1hich briefly follov.rs:-

?!r. Jacobus Gardi ner , t1ho ua:, a partne r in a firm of bank.ors, 
had been eobezzl i ng the firm ' s money to such an exte.nt thr.t 1 t .1e s 
to the atr=.ge when i t tzes impossible even to hope th e.t he could ever 
pey it back . His pl'l,I'tner hod been r.beent from the firm for sor.ie 
time , convelescing in Scotland. after e. ser ious il l ness , th er efore 
he ,;.•as wiarm.re of the fim's positi on; but Gardiner kmrr; it wa s 
only a matte r of time before the end came and everything ~uld be 
knwn. 

As he sat going over and ove r his figur es one ni ght late a t 
his office, he surprises a burglar who he.a broken into the building 
to rifle th e firm ' s safe . 

Gardine r bar gains with the man and offer s him his free dom if 
he can put hi m on to someone .tho can help him get out of the cow:itry . 
The bur glar seizes the chance and give s Gardiner the address of a 
re al mast er-min d in the unden-;orld - non e othe r than Hu ton Rymer . 

On contacting Rymer, the crooked ba."lker ca.me to the arrangem en t 
that he r.·ould completely drain the firm ' s resources Md pay Rymer 
th e sum of 1:201 000 to ge t him c l ear of Engl e.nd ,may from tho arm of 
t he les,. 

Dr. Hu.xton Rymer keeps bis t1ord a.nd smuggles Gardine r out of' 
the country, nnd e.ccompr,inies him thousands of miles from Engl and t o 
c trading pos t in the Yukon-kmerica . 

The banker ' s pa rt ner, hearin g the news of the fi r m's collapse, 
eunmons Sexton Blake to tr ac k Gardiner dov:rn e.nd bri ng him back to 
Engl and to P>.Y for his crime. 

Blake ge te on the trail of R,mer and Gardiner, due to a bit of 
he l p from the und ert1or ld, and proceeds to track them dom1, right to 
this little trading post in th e mid dlo of nowhere . 

Then came Black Dee.th , otherwise Bla.C~ Dipthe r ia , and men were 
dying throughout the area . It is then that Blake comes !a.ce to 
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face m. th Rymer and asks him to hand Gardiner over; but Blake is 
t oo l ate, for Rymer informs him that Gardiner has died from the 
dea.d ly deea?.se . 

BlMe is at first tA.ken a.be.ck, but then demands the money thr..t 
Gard i ne r had taken out of Englru,d , a total of i.7 0 , 000 in all . Rymer, 
however , deni es all kno"rlledgo of this and defies Blake to prove 
othe n1i se . 

Ae conditions worsen at the t radin g post, due to t ho spreading 
of the diptho r ia sc ourge, Blake more or l ess forces Rymer to ac ­
company l1i rn with a dog team to the ne nreat torm fo r help , a feat that 
is r eg ard e d by t ho t !'nppors ns impossible duo t o a ragin g blizznrd 
th o.t hnd l as t ed for w1,-eeics, an d also b ec8llse of the distance being 
4 00 miles . 

Eventue.lly they m.:UCe the trip, but on the we-3 Rymer is stru ck 
do.rn by cr~"!lp; he then tries to persuade Blak.o t o go on ':7i tho ut 
him, but Bl ake , lrnowi ng thnt no man could survive alone in t ho snot'i, 
porf orr.:s th e hero i c f eat of con vey ine Rymer th o remaining t hir ty 
mil es t c th e t om1 - an d aft er tre.vellin g 370 miles in impossib l e 
cond itions, t h~ t Y1as r ea ll y something . 

Thon c f:!IDe the ,-:.rhole point of this article, for fl.fte r they hed 
r eached t he sefo t y of th o to \:n , Rymer called Blake t o his bedside 
and conf e ss ed to t he plnco ,7!1.oro tho money uaa bidden . Ho also 
honest ly admits that ho r:ould havo liked to hp.vo ~ccon pan iod Bleko 
on th o r oturn journey , had it not been for h is lo g . The nnrra.ti ve 
r oa ds ns foll or1s: -

11I1d go if I could, but I can't move my l og . You don ' t th ink 
I am malingoring? 11 

"No, I boliovo you !" 
Rymer was silcmt for a for, moments , th en , 
"I'm not fo r getting what you did for roo. If you r oach Whit o 

Buffs saf e l y and will go t o my shcck , yo u ui ll find wha.t you T:ant 0• 
"You mee.n? 11 

11Bon~nth th o floorboard und e r th o l cr.:or bunk , you t"li l l find most 
of t he money t ha t Gardiner go t ,may m. th. He gave i,ie £20,000 t o 
holp him . Ucc.r ly all my sha.ro is ther e: too - in Amcricc>.n dollar 
notes . There 2.ro soma p~pors o-: Gardiner 's as wel l. And if you 
r,ent to take mo back on that r,e.rrant , I gi ve you my ,rord , I shall 
bo hero T'lbcn you cooc back" •• •• 

Yos, Buxton Rymer c ort3inly hnd a code of honour, ovo n if ho .._.cs 
~ crook; and I like to think of him ae rn.,,· fnvourite crir.iinnl 
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charncto r , f or ho we.s truly l". foe rrorthy of sexton Bl ake . 

EXPERIEllCES OF A SEXTO!I BLAKE WRITEP. 
by !/el te r \llebb 

PART ONE 

If there v,aa one thing about ·which the various editors of the 
Sexton Blake stories prided t hemselves , it nas the feet that their 
many au t hors had visited , and nere full,v conversant \\'i th , the places 
abou t vthich they ,;.1r ote , and that the situetions introduced int o t he 
stories of the fnmous sleu th wer e experiences sharod by the r.Ti ters 
t hems t,l voe in the course of th e i r co l ourful and eventful careers . 

J.iost extensively travelled of all was Geo r ge Hamil ton Teed , 
perhaps the most popular , but certainly the most famous of t he 
Blake write r s, r,ho , he.Ying been born in the province of llew Bruns ­
wi ck, li ved in ?eris f or many yee.rs , between uh i ch ti mes he tr avel ­
led round the wor ld and ob tained firot bend i-.:n o\·,•ledge of t he places 
and peoples he lat er came to write nbou t so vivid l y e.nd witb suc h 
c onvic tion . 

Rex Hardinge was ano t he r well-kn o;.n autho r - tr ave l le r, and t o 
him the call of the Africon jun gle se eoe d i rresistable . There wer e 
ot he r s , too, such as Andrer, fu rray, who spen t many years out Ea st; 
Ceci l Hayter, n~o gave us those che ery cCaro.cters Lobangu E'Jld Sir 
Richard Losely ; Vi. W. Saye r , ,1ho, as Pierr e Quiroule , brought many 
hour s of enjoymen t to thousands of Blake reade r s with his ta.le e of 
Granite Gr ant an d Mademoi selle Julie ; Stenley Gordo.n Shnu, t:hose 
special off er in g t o the Blak .e fen was the ~folding .. of the exp loi ts 
of Janssen the Moonsle..,.ver, ner..rly all of 'cilic h took plac e in the 
Ccnad ian .Kort h \'les t. No che.rac t er quite li ke Jansse n eve r appe ar ed 
outside the page s of the "Union Je,ck"; he uas a most or igin al 
cr'3 ation, and re eding r. s t ory in which he ,;;es one of t he l ead in g 
fieur ea one could al t!e,Ys be as sur ed of being t aken into the r ight 
atmosphere, for Gordon Shaw, uhen a youth of sevente en , went to the 
land of promis e, and worked there on farms , lumber camp s, an d ca ttle 
ran che s during his stay of nearly seven yeaxs as an emigran t . A 
very t1ell-develo ped youth for his age, young Shaw was as muscular 
as a fully gr or.n man. 

It r:as at th e end of Karch 19Cl tha t the comi ng young Sex ton 
Bl ake write r arrived at the "shanty" town of Cl ea.rt"v"at er , Manitoba, 
!:>. expe r ience the first o f a l ong string of disappointments . Vii th 
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nobo dy to mee t him on steppin g off the C. P . R. t rain , ho had pe r force 
to make the seven - mi l e jou:-ney to the farm of his employe r on foot, 
due t o the roads being so bad ui th the spring tha\:.oe end flood.a 
that no f!hee l ed vehic l e co u ld t r averse them . 

The a'.ltho r ' s first experience ,;.,as in the ort o f -.rood- cutting 
whi ch , at the end of the first dny , sa';7 him m th a. back t'thich 't"JOuld 
not bend and ,1i t h his hands r e:r, ui.th blisters. Trio ueoks l n.ter, 
commencing 14 Apri l, with t.3e ground being dry enough to see d, 
young Shaw tios a':':akened ·at the unear t hly hour of 4 . 30 a . m. and 
or dered into the fields, whe r e he worked l ike a nigger, clearing 
out stables, feedin g horses, milk i ng c~·s, hern e ssing, .:,.nd filling 
bags with se ed , a.fte:.- which, with a three-ho r se t eam, he uas se'\: 
t o t he job of se eding . 

It was r:ork all the time , ri ght from 4 . 30 in th e morning t o 
9 o ' clock in the evening, ci th five !lours spent on Su...Ylday doing 
the numerou s od d jobs . F·or this the author ,;-1as paid five dolla r s 
(£1) a month , in addit ion to board, l odging and ,mshin g , rising t o 
fifteen dollars ct the end of the th i rd I!:onth . By this tim e young 
Sha~ \.7as -.;:ell o"! his stiffness, and Pas find in & it far eas i er to 
do the \"fork eXi)ect ed of him, his general con di ti on having so i~ 
proved that he cou ld lif t v:ei ghta that would have defoe .ted him six 
months before . 

Du.ri ng t he winte r th e euthor o.nd his employer hed a disagree ­
ment , youn g Shaw havin g become sick of the wor k he was called upon 
to do durin g the cold season , an d felt be could do better else-r1he r e . 
Consequently be thre<.i' in his lot wi t h bis employer 1 a nenrest neigh -
bour, who lived bu t a. mi l e distant . Sha.\715 neu employer was only 
too pleP.sed to take hir:::i. on, and from tho.t time t he author found 
thin g s much easier for him, for he made l'T'any fri end s, something ho 
hadn 1 t had time t o do before, end TiSS in vi t ed out to danc es rutd 
other functions . 
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Compiled by lfillBERT LECK.El/BY 

CURIOSITIES, You• 11 rmember that last ll!Onth I to l d you that some 
C. D' s had tu rned up in the Br itish :Embassy, Tokio. Vlell, Ben 
Whiter now says in a l atter : 

"The chap who left the C. D1 a in the Bnbasey was named 
Johnny Eull! This information ca,ne from our nm. member 
out there Loelie Rowley, but where Johnny Bull ob tained 
them from perhaps you can tell." 

I' m blowed if I can but I ' d certainly like to ge t in touch 
v,itb the one in roal life '7ho bears th e name of one of the Famous 
Five. 

Follcming tba.t camo a. very interesting letter from Percy 
Nort h of Basingetoko . As you wi ll se e ther e I s enothor na.:ne 
curiosity in his la.st sentonce . 

"liurree Sing!l n.t llotherby. This article uc.s ver y . int tlresting , 
,'.1..11.d bc2.rs out my conjecture ment i oned by Anthony Baker on p . 20 1 
of th o July C.D. In the copy of the Marve l which I possess , " The 
Doys of Beechvrood" , Netherby boys are t r ansferred to Beec!mood 
Academy in Sussex , In ky among t hem. Netberby had to close dorm 
orn.ng to an e pidemic of scarlet fever, "Crimson Fever" the l:abob 
called it. All the Aliens who eventually wen t to Creyfria.rs are 
featured, and the French master at Beech \70od nas a. Monsiour Morn y . 
I \70nder if be uas a"'ly relation to tho one at St . Jio' s. 

)!artin Cliff or d was named as the autho r of the Uethe r by -
Boechwood story , and i s the r efore the creator of the character of 
our du sky chum from F.hanipur, not 1''rank Richards as is generally 
supposed . One more reason uhy Frank should look after Martin 
during the latter ' e retirement . 

Did Uncle Benj amin mention, nhile you wer e in London, that 
heard a broadcast one Uednesday after noon, in August or early 
September , during the progranrne 11Indian Summer", and lasting , I 
should think , about seven or eight minutes? The tal k ":ISS give n 
by e fellow r,bo had found some Magnets in a l oft, about t,1enty or 
so copies . 11Yellorr covered Magnets" he called t hem, and menti oned 
a picture of Bi lly Bunter in a sampan, l ' ve go t all the China 
series of 1930 except th e la.et copy, bu t I think the broad c aste r 
must have been referrin g to an inside picture in Magnet 1181 . This 
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me.kes the cbep who gave th e talk to be about f orty years old , as the 
:;:,icture I mentio ned is one that be remembered seein g i n his youth . 

I 0811 1 t remember all that the chappie sa i d , besides Bunter he 
mentioned ilharton and Cherry , and remarked upon the high mor al tone 
of the stor i es , achieved without preac h ing, cads and bullies getting 
t he ir just deser t s and ri ght triumphant in the end , et c . Ho seemed 
t o think th o.t th e Greyfriars stories aro well ,vorth r e -r eading, a 
thou gh t v, i th which v.e hear tily concur, suitably qualified by the 
i nclusio n o:f St. Jim ' s and Rookt",ood within the sentiment . 

He also remark e d that one of the chief claios to fame of W. VJ. 
Jac obs was his creation of the fictitious \'.1harf edale . (I haven't 
read any of thoec stories , but I think I have the nar,e ri ght) . 
The infer enco be ing that Frank Richards , judged by the same standar d , 
has on equel claim . A perusal of the list of 11s choo l s 11 in t he C. D. 
wou ld c aus e t he br oadcaste r to raise his eyebrows somer,hnt ! 

He mentio ned that he passed th e !tiagnets on to his son, and upon 
as.'lcing the lnd his opinion of th em he uas told "I'll l ot you ~"l~ 

\/ho n ! 1 ve r ead t he lot 11. 

Well, it 1s comfo rti ng t o knoo th a t not e very modern boy is 
c:ryin g for th ~ moon. 

The name of t he bros.dcastor? Richards!" 
- ----ooOoo -- - -

Now you ' ll all have exp e rienced or heard s to r ies of how th e 
' Ma8net 1 at tr acted, st i ll does f or th a t msttor , bu t this littlo gem 
wil l take some bea ting . A nor, momber confes se s on his "'.Tho' e Who" 
for m for the .Ammal that his be st roon had to drag him awey from 
re ading a ' .Me.gnet I on his uedding da.y! ?.Jy 'ilOrd , r,bat a lot Frank 
Ric hardo ha.e to a.ns.1er for . 

*· *** * 
DO YOO REMEMBER? 

No. 13 MN;t1et s Nos . 945 - 948. 
By Roger M. Jenkins 

The Shell at Greyfriars was really mor e in t er est ing than the 
Four th For m. I t is true t hat the suporci l ious ~ample and the Wl-
scrupulous Angel both played th eir part in the s to ries, but the 
Shell had the more promioin g characters . The ill - te mpered !Lr . 
HaCker, for instanc e , was far more prominent then the unassuming 
I,~ . Capp er, and , though a little of Temple went a long 'f'IP,Y, one 
c ould never hava too much of Hobson and Hoskins . 

In those far-off red l.iagne t d~·s, 't"then Coke r l'la s in th e Shell, 
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he had been Hobson I e bosom pal . After Aunt Judy had secured 

Coker ' a rornove into tho Fif t h Form, be snubbed Bobson at once . 

Poor old Hobson! Be t.as rugge d, honest, n.nd ai.:iple; he though t 

the uorld of hie atud.y.....nnte Hoskins , the mad musician of Creyfriars, 

who ao cuefully cultivated en artistic curl on his. forehead. . 

Hoskins was cleve r enough to compose symphoni es and sonatas using 

minor ninths and consecutive f ifths desp i te tho di sopprovel of the 

msic master . Hobson loyally liotonod to Hoskins playing tho 

violin, and even pretended to shere his study-ante's indignat i on 

over th e fact that pianos v:ere not allmed in the studies . Thie 

ill-assorte d couple played the i r gro~toat p6l't in :.iagnata 945 - 9 48 

the series about Pedrillo , the boy acrobat . 
t'ben Zorro 1 3 circus c~e to Fl-i~ .ile, Robson received a letter 

from his father , Sir Jr.mos Hobson , forbidding him to go to the circus , 

and the myst ery wns heightened when Sir Jamee waa seen visitin g the 

circus himoe lf to oee Seno r Zorro. Podrillo , t he acrobat; we.a injured 

during tho performance, 1111d Dr . Locke kindly lot him stay at tho 

school sMnto r ium. Lat or , w!::.en 1 t was discovered that Podrillo 

was 1111 English boy who had boon kidnapped in his ;routh , tho Head 

arranged for him to entor tho Shell; of courae, he w1.1s placed in 

Hobeon 1 a study . 
The reader was under no delusions about Sir Jamoa• complicity , 

though it ua.o neooaoary to wait for the end of tho aeries to learn 

al l t he ,·;bys and tho ':Thoreforee . Podrillo tur ne d out to be Hob eon I s 

cousin Poter, but the mystery is really not the major point of in ­

terest i n the story, any more than the secret of the Cbuzzle-;Jite can 

bo seid to ta)co precedence over !Jr . Pocksniff and Mrs . Camp (t1hich 

is t ho reaso n why tho m>rlc of Ch61'los Dickens and Charles Ramil ton 

Q].ike con be read ove r s.nd. ove r c.gain ,rt th no diminution of 

plec.sur e) . For the collector, th e chief item of interoet in the 

aohoolboy circus series is tho light it sheds on Study !lo. 3 in tho 

Shell passage . It is to be hoped thc t much more r;ill be he ar d 

from this quartor i n the near future • 
............ .... ..... .... .... ***** 

REVIEl7S 

"BACY.ING UP BILLY BUJITER" by Frank Richa r ds . (Cassell ' • 7/6) . 
by Eric Fayne 

A first-c l ass story which should be o oomploto joy to all 

Frank Rich~rds' countless adcirers . Though the plot becomes 
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obvious after the :first few chapters , it moves at a spanking pace , 
and the natural dialogue and delightful summer settings make it a 
joy from the firs t line to tho last . That irascible old land ­
ormor , Sir Hilton Popper, makes e -;veloome re-appearance to assert 
once more his doubtfu l clni.ms to the island in the river . Billy 
Bunter is slightly more subdued the.n usu al, and is no less \-,el come 
for that . In fact, the subt l e pen - pie ture of tho fat junior try ­
ing to conquer his inherent l nziness is a r ea l gem. 

Vernon-Smith is prob ably the star of the story , end it i s per ­
ha ps the beet characterisat i on of him that we he.vo enjoyed f or 
many yor.rs. It oen , in fP.ct , be said that Frenk Richr..rds nover 
puts a fo ot v,rong in his la t est offering , and it is a splendid 
addition to the bookshelf of every household . 

*** 
SAYS J ACI( WOOD 

SAC!:ING UP BILLY BUNTER, t he l atest novel to come from F'Tank 
Richerds, was awaited vri th some eagerness by many of us, not only 
because of it' n being a new Bunter bo ok to be read and cherished 
with the r es t , but ftspecially because it brin g s back to the old 
partnership the artist I s pen of C. H. Chapman , an artist t·1hose lo ng 
association trt th Mr . Richards and the old 1iagnet l'.'e ever recall 
ui t h joy. This is , of course , the first of tho .Bunter books that 
Mr. Chapman has illustrated, a nd he takes up the task on the lamen ­
ted dea t h of R. J . Macdona l d, l7i th whom \7C -uere more f ll.lilil iar as sn 
i llustrator of the famous St . Jim ' a characters in the Gem. 

\i'ban Mr. Macdonald first beg nn draui.n g for the Bun t or booke, I 
rocnll t hat t1e criticisod his unf?.milicrity r-rith the Gr ey friars 
chnre.cters, but r,i th cxperienco he t'TO.S making th em more ns -r,e old-
sters reme mbered them. 110'\";, it seems, in many of the i llustr!\tions, 
that someon e fii l l ha.ve to send Mr . Chapmon a copy of som-0 of his 
former work to refrosh hie memory, for while Bunter ie a recogn ia ­
P.bl e cha r acte r Pm afrnid that many of the others have indeed 
altered with t he pessing of the yee.rs . At lonat, we may thank 
Mr. Chapman for remcr.ibering th P.t the Greyfriars colours were bl ue 
Md uhite, and not r ed ;,.nd white, but our old caps, sir , hM.., I 
venture to think, only one r ing and not two. 

:But, oh llr. Chapman! Smithy has changed only a little; t here 
is, for ins t ance , the far.>iliar prominent :nose and the supercilious 
look . On the other hand, the Famous Five and Dr. Locke are almos t 
un recognisable by the old etc.ndar ds . Pleeee, someo ne , send the 
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ut ist an o ld-time d.rao;li.ng o f th em! 

But this ia, after all, only minor criticism for the artist's 
ftell-kn orm expe rtn e ss in portr aying a sc ene from a pur ely sc en ic 
point of vier, hns net deser te d hi m, and there is sot1e ex celle nt 
cr aftsmanship to be found in thi s direction. 

So far as th e story 1 tself is concerned , Mr. Richards is in 
fine form , a.nd I f eel wre that th ose readers who used to wr i tc to 
t Le ed.i to r of th e t.!agnet asking for les s Bunt er would now hide 
thei r heads in s hame . Here ue ha•,e a ne" Billy , ac tu ated by 
thou ghts of o th ers - a possibil ity which would ha ve bee n far from 
the author ' s min d in t t e e arly days . Nw. , hit by t he belief in 
his f a ther' :i sudden poverty, he r eal ly determinos, backod up by t he 
Famous Five , to study hl".rd f or a scholarship , Md not, mi nd you , 
mere l y with the idea of hoodwink in g old Quelch . 

Happi l y fo r th os e of us r;ho pr efe r our Bill y as t he famil iar 
f a t f oc zle r rr.i.t h h is eye mainly on t he tuck sh op and Mrs. Mimbl e 1 s 
superb p l um cakes , he i 's back t o norme.l nfter some cr afty work by 
a spitefu l , but , .-s al r,e.,ys, lucky Smithy hr.s r et ri eved his fa t her ' s 
fo r tun e s a."ld l ed t o t he arr est of t he absco nding chauffe ur. Ae 
th e curtain fe,l ls t "I'll watch it"t gasped t he Pot 0;,1 . "No more 
swotti ng , no rnor o ex tra t oott oh t crumbs . ll0u i t ' s all ri gh t ." 
Evid e ntly the c p.reer of a srrot was over! (Whoev er vro.s goin g to 
bag th a t scbOl a t t he end of t er m his na.me was not go in g t o be 
Wil liem George 3untor . 11The 1:icked ha d cec.sed :fr om tro ub l ing e.nd 
the 'ileal""J 0.,1 was a t r est ; a ft er sc tiany t rial s and tri bu la tions 
Bil l y Bunt er "t;·as enj oying lif e once mor e . " And so ere we, Mes s r s. 
Richards a.'ld Chopr.1an. 

' BILLY BUllTEll' S C\\'N1 JAAf;DEVILLE 8/ 6d . 
It is goo d t o aee a..."1o ther i esuo of ' Bil ly Bunt er ' s Chn 1 Annuel -

t he 3rd - in the booksh ops . The bri ght cover is by C. H. Chapmen, 
r.ith Bunt er dr es sed i n hunting pink , teking a toss fr om a spir i t ed 
bay. 

The book reminds me of l!a€n ot No. 682 , ".'by? ¥?ell , t he ti tl o 
of that particu l ar story wr.s ' Thin Bunt or! ' for alo.s, Bil l y is 
again lo sin g uo i ght a."ld ge t'l: ing quite s l im - only 132 PR.gos. How­
eve r, he is in be tt er case thr.n Tom Merry , v1ho has fad ed away 
compl e tely . No 1Tom !aorr y ' s Cmn1 thi s time . 

There P.re seven st ories i n th e nor. Annua l - al l by Chr.rl e e 
Hacii lton & Co. Three e.r e ab out Creyfriars, and on o doe.l ing u ~t h 
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an episode at Cl iff Hou se . 

The re mai nin g three are about 1. Felgn te, {r;he ro .i!. th n t 
place?) 2. Dol co t . ' Scienc e Fi ction 1 t h is! and 3. Kenyn and th e 
Meu- Mnu. Quite ge ntl ement ly chaps , \-:ho t alk like Ri der Hogga rd 1 s 
noble 7,, lus , 

The piece de resistance is 1Wible y t o t he Rescue ' ( 72 pagee ) . 
M amus in g yarn, with Johnny Bull sayin g ' I told you so" on ov ery 
o th er pa ge . In the tal e Y.1ibl cy r epea ts bis well - k.ncmn turn a s 
Mossoo . The edit or has t o a polog ise for a blunder by the art ist 
on pp.ge 53, whe r e Lode r i s sh ovm r eceivi n g t he con t ents of a pai nt-
pot . L"l the sto r y Monsi ou.r Chnrpe nti e.r get s th e stuff . Oh, 
i:!r . Chapman. 

Fell , I r ec.d it all too quick l y , and thought sadly of the days 
when n 2:i . tdr...gnet wou ld keep me happy for d~ve . St il l , rro must be 
t ba.nkf· .~1 fa:- uba t '70 rec eive , but I must shed o t ear for t he ab -
sence of th e St. Jim 1 s ;,.nd Rookuood chaps . They usre st out fe l lo\7$ . 

::!: hope ' Bi ll y Bunter ' s 0.m ' No. 3 t:ill sell very well, bu t I 
r ose from th e t Rbl e still hungry . 

F.RAIIK RICiilJUl ' S HOST GRIPPil!G SERI ES 
By Basil Adron 

While on holiday e t Grl!Ylge on the bo rd er s of West morlt'..Yld, 
happc nod t o be out ~7nlkin g in r e th e r wi ld and l onely coun tr-J s ide , 
t•ben sudden l y the sky d3.rkened in , and th er e wa s tho lO't"v rumble of 
th und er. Just at that moment I c~;ne ou t of he;1.vy woodo d country 
i nt o po.rklC1.J1d studded ui th fine trees . Sot P.t en M gle in one 
corner of t ho pl\rk i;-ns ~ lon g l ow built country hous e r:i th mullion ed 
n i nd ,ms. It lo oke d dark and sini ster c~a inst t he lor, eri ng sk y . 

r' it hQut thinking , 1Rs vcnspur Crango 1 flashed a.cross my mind. 
That is bot ; I came t o write t hi s article on the most gri ppL 'l g series 
ovor v.Tittcn by Frank RiChi!.rds . 

T'.ao story goes with a b.mg , ri gh t from the very first chapt e r, 
\·thon Harry Whart on &. Co. find the body of P. dead men almost &t the 
ga t es of Rave nspur Orc.nge . And it gr ips you unti 1 th e very l e st 
chap t e r of the series , r,he n Ferrera Locke puts th e handcuffs on 
Black Edgar, al i as Edgl'.X Rnvcns pur .. 

I n thi s s eri es , the t hri l ls come thick and fas t . Tu.e f our 
numbers of th e ' !.!agnet ' containin g this story are written in a 
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powerful, direct and compact style, ao d.iffe r ent from many other 
Greyfriare series, ubicb appe ared to be rat her drawn out . 
remember in this splendid series, murder follor.ing attem pt ed murder 
rlith swift prec isi on . The atmosphere of gloom and horro r uhich 
hung over Raven s pur Grange, simply h.eld you in its spell . 

Ferrera Locke must heve his full praise but one could not help 
feelin g a sneakin g admiration fo r Mr. Garni sh of Scotland Yard, be ­
fore he met his violent end. 

I have often \70ndered why Frank Richards d i d not \7ri te more 
stories in this more compact, and yet most interestin g , style . 

However , i;:.e must thank him for this me.ster p iece \vhich is one of 
tho jOl'lels of my collection. 

*** 
But Anthony Baker did not agree n ith Bill C!lampion ir. a r oco nt 

article for he argues :-

Christ Church Vicar ago , 
Barnet , Herta . 

Sur ely Mr .. Champion uas leaping a littl e has tily to bis co n­
clusion that J ohnny Bull, Harr ies and Lovell are "as like as the 
provo r bia l peas i n tho pod . 11 

It does not say much fo r Frenk Richerds ' gon i us if he moroly 
reproduced the sar.ie sort of character at ench of his 3 main schools -
and , of course , he di d no such t h ing. Bull hss a.n irri tntin g ly 
high perconta.go of common sense, e.nd his leve l- headedness is almos t 
monotonous . Lovell, on tho contrary , i ~ something of a fathead -
not much commonsense in his head . He is the one who he.a fentastic 
schemes uh ich ne ver come off . CE' ... '1 you imfl.ginc tha t from Bull? In 
Ck-1en Conquoste wor ds "It r.as not t o be denied thet Love ll had r. 
sooCt"..ib.at hot end has ty t emper ." Has Bul l got e ho t and he.sty temper ? 
I think not . Se "'IIY grur.,ble if tho othe r s do not f o llott his worde 
of .-:i sdom - but nothing moro . 

Horries l:.es, perhaps been more oversh11.doned by ot her l ee.ding 
li ghts a t St . Jims, but it is easy e nough to see that ho b.es l ess 
temper than Lovell and more comroonsenee but ui th none of the 
stolid it y o:f old Johnny . ****** 
!.!J,Gl1ET TITLES (Cont'd. ) 1503, Tho Boy wit h an Enemy; 
of t he Transgres so r, 1505, Billy Bunter ' s Christmas 
The Cniise of the 11Firofly 11

• 1507, Tho Mc.n from the 

1504 , Tho Woy 
Party; 1506, 
Sen; 15()8, The 

S_!>.!_~_.£.f_ Sec rets ; 150z.,_ 1.'Utiny on __ th_e_ "_F_i_re_fl~ y_"_. ______ __ _ 
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.Nels on f.ee 

C?olumn 
* * * * 

* * * * 
by JACK WOOD 

IWSTAW, 328 Stocir.:ton Lan o , 
YORK. 

In lnst year ' s C. D. Annua l I brieny r efe rred in r:y survey of 
the Nelson Lee sto r y to r. fer numbors of tho !lugee t Librn.ry, a 
threepenn y pub licat i on uh i ch npp enr <id in t no issuoa per month i., 
th o e .?.rly 1920 1s. This rr.onti1 I thought rn.y readers r.i.igh t be in­
t er ested t o ~oar 11.bout ono or tuo of t ho se sto r i0s , r;hich hr. v e 
come intc r,,.;/ possession oinc a I wrote tho .Annual o.r ticle . 

The fi~st t o ·uh i ch I v1aI1t to refer, theref ore, is No. 45, The 
White !Jan ' s Secret , or th e co.se of th e tl!ar d in Chancery, l7hich i s 
said to be speciel l y t,Titten for the Library and which is most 
no t able for the fact that i t tells of t he fir s t meetin g of Nelso n 
Lee , h i s boy a ssis tant, Ni pper , and Professo r Km7 and COW1ty Ca.rla.c .. 
T'ne t-r,o latte r i..>1dividuals, of course, are well-knorm in t he 
.Blakie.na f ield , but they made several eppearance s in whi ch they 
r. ere oppQsed to Helson Leo and Hipp er -- in tho later iie lson Lee 
Li b rary is sues, of course, t hese o.ppea.ro.nces w1er e i n r epea t Bleke 
s t or i e s M.th t ho names of th e dete ctive altered , but in the Nugget 
I t hink they ma:, be se.id to be or iginal Lee stories . Pos sibly 
reprints from the Boy 1 s Fri en d or the Boy • a Real m, but still Lee , 
en d not Blake, yarns. 

Presumab ly, to o , t he author was AndreYT lfu.rraJ'" , creato r of Ker, 
and Car lac , \:-.•h o \"TO find in No. 45 are on t he track of a million 
pound l egacy . 

Eer l y in the story Ni ppe r finds himself ha vin g a f ri en dly fight 
with the r e al heir t o t he millions , an d fr om th a t moment the two 
ar e friend s m th uh om Lee is l i nke d in the searc h for a for tun e and 
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the secret o f a r.hi te man's gre.ve in Cer mM East Mrica . Both 

the youn gsters are kidnapped in turn, and in folloting up the 

search Loe gives a description of e. person conce rned to Supt . 

MA.rsden of Scotland Ya.rd, -r;ho tolls th e famous deteoti vo that 11 if 

you 1 ve not e.et the onn '.le kncm ae Professor Kew, then you 've cer­

tainly described him in a .nost extraordinar i ly close way . " 

Lee r eplie s , 11Professor Keu. I don't remember having beard 

o: him or met him. 11 The Supt . continues, 11Jlo, perhaps not . Hie 

activities were centred round e hoepite.1, in the first plo.ce, and, 

indeed, the man was q_ui te a. geniu s. For mens years he ~.·as heed 

of a big London hospital , until bis criciee were revealed, and he 

bed to floe the country . For eome time n0\7 ho haa associated him-

oolf with e.nothe r criminal , e. man of a very different type, Ivor 

Ca.rle.c . Bet,-.een them these nto have ra."lgod all over &trope e-.nd 

Ame=ica , and I should think that they ere 1cno,,n to th e police n.11 

ove r the world ." 
Ua.rsden goe s on to eay that Ke':1 hes slipped back into London, 

but unfortun a tely has no special brand of crime . He ia al'r:ay s 

after th e big stuff , an opportuniot takin g r.hateve r comes his we3. 

Ho is 5f t . lin . in ~eight1 head abnormall;r l r.rge; nec k 14 ins1 

small hands and feet, has the appearance of being a hunohback . 

Lee soon runs i nto Ker, end his companion, but not for long, and 

an arduous chase across Eaet Africa follcr.;,s before the case ie 

oleared up and the tru e hei r in herit s . Ke\7 and Carlao dis r.ppear 

to turn up in fu t ure stories, of course. Pity we havo no maste r 

crooks of the i r calibre in current literature . 
In th e compB11ion number, No . 46 , The i.1an in the Copper Casket, 

Lee and Nipper meet up with another poP'.J.lar Murray character , the 

famous adventure r a.riatocrat, the Ron. John Lawless . In t hi s , 

owing to a curious incident uben llii:,per ' s :notor cycle br eaks doun 

and he beoo~s inter ested in a derelict lorry &nd sees a co;,pe r 

casket , tbo Cray' a Inn Road pair become involved t7i th La:tle as a,."ld 

bis black valet, Sam, in high politics . 
The co.sket contains the body of a l:.U.ropea.n President suffering 

from mental paralysis . Lartless, an ex -King 1 a 1:eaaenger and a very 

weal tby mi,n r.ith a penchant for the unconventionoJ., playa a leading 

pll.l"t in a grand adventure story aa 8 r esult of which Lee is a17&rded 

the Gold Star of a Balk an Order, and l<ipper the Sil ver Croes . 

In No. 47 , the third story to which I "1&nt to drat1 your at ­

tontion Loo and ?iipper mnke tho acquaintance of another notablo 
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)iurray creation, Trouble 1;cntucket, the American det ec tive. The 
s to r y, The Brid ge Bui ld ers , ope ns wi th Hipper lounging in the 
wi ndo~ of the Gray • s I:m Road chembers , overcome by the lassitude 
of the spring ho liday feelin g . 

The r e en t e r s Trouble UantnckE:t . "J... tall ind i vidual , very 
l ooae ly built, and his f ace \7ae a long , cadaverous one on which 
there was st amped e. melancholy expression "rb i ch never zeemad to 
change . The pointed chin , the l ong nose , the sleepy eyes added 
to the general mournful appea.ro.nce of t he COW1tenF.nce, and Uipper , 
who -;me quite a student of physiognomy in his wey-, r;0nd ored just 
uho this individual could bo . 11 

11'l1his individual " , of course, •,7ne the J,.merican detective, 
Septir.r,ts 1-;a11tucket , who is searc h in g for \7alter Br isdalo, an 
English h ead of an enginee ri ng college in Sonic u tt !Jain, U. S.A. 
The searc h , in uhich Lee snd l:fip _per join, b rings t hrills nr1d ro ­
mance !'.mid the nild, l one ly scenery c f the ,;;a et country before t he 
secr e ts of e. now bridg9 ar e fine.lly pleced in t he ri 3"ht quarto r. 

";·o i'ir:.d t!'.c soe ne i n ~ rs et , all Lee I s knowledge of tracin g 
the histor ies of t h'3 vario u s counti e s has to be brought to be ar , 
but quickly Leo ' s f i les give up the secre t of Dleak :ridge , an ol d 
Ror.ian a.amp, end t he inhabitants of an old asylum t here como into 
o. grim pictur e which ca.uses the reader many a s hudde r . .As Pro­
fesso r Ed.wards TJibht sa ,y, "J u st the stuff for the kiddywink ies! 11 

However , there it is. I hope my recollections of tl'..xee grand 
ol d stories may awaken some memories at l e2.st . Even to modern 
ears the st ori es rin g true, and make enjo yable reading a.mid a spate 
of diff er ent - and indifferent - lit erature. 

*'* ******************** ***************** ******************* ******** 

8/d Boys· B ook <2/ub 
L0ilDOW SECTIOll 

"Cherry ?lace" was the venue of the second :.i.utumn meeting , held 
on Sunday , October 16t h . Unfortunately Len Packman was unable to 
be ;>r esent, owi ng to indiaposi tion and Bob Blythe due to r emovals . 
Ho·never several of the old faithfuls tu rned up end the attendance 
was excellent . Whil st the correspondence was being read, a 
pleasa..<>'lt surprise was experienced aa Uias Beryl Russell and Tom 
?or t er arrived after being misdirected. However they soon made 
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up for lost time and ui th Tom addressing the meeting with some 
choice remarks al l ,1n.s '.7el l. The coup l e of hour s that the y spent 
ni th us \lent :tll t oo quickly, two quiz compe t i tion.s and t ho usual 
good feed ably put on by the two sisters , Eileen and Kat hle en , 
plus the numerous con ver sations al l going togethe r to mako up t he 
t ru e expressio n , " The Brotherhood of the Happy Hour s" . Depa r ture 
tiroo cruno and i t .1e.s my pleP.sant t eak to escort them to Paddingto n 
l'ihilst br other Bob took ovor the repo r ting s i de of t he ga t hering . 
i·Iis indiV:idua.l quiz rms ~on by Cliff \'inl l is, his t oe;:i bc(!.t ~o 
J.loorcock ' s one i n t he Consequences toe.m quiz pnd e. further t oam 
qui z t"ft,s ..-,,:>n by }like this time . Ti:o 12>.ttor mcmb~r is very e n­
thusia s tic and hP.S bee n very hel pful in qc i t o a l ot of m"'.tters . 
Finr.lly about twelve member a stayed to supper -:'Iid e. general dis -
cussion . Vonuo of next meeting undecided but dr.t e fixed fo r 
Sundey, Uovernber 20th . 

UllCLE BfilJ A:il!l. 

--- - --- oo0oo- - - - - -

!IOP.T~3Rll S3CTI0l1 1:EETING, OCTOBER 6th , 1955 
So engrossed were ,7e plotting some teaser s for the in t e r -C l ub 

Quiz m th ltl.i!land tha t no one no t iced t he clock tick i ng e.wa3. 
Suddenly, aomoone did t there t:~s ,1 rush to catch bus os Md t rains 
and in fi ve minutes the club r oom ua s deser t ed . Look ou t , tiidlan d ! 
They ' 11 test :rou, but they ' 11 be fai r t o those ~,ho do know thoir 
Hamil t oniana . 

Aj togethe r it was a li voly evening . The r e was a. good a t -
tendanco, and it included a nevi member , }.ties Dorothy Robi nson , a 
staunch t;omite from its begin ning . 

The r.i.inutes wer e read by secre t ary Ron Hodgson, ?J'ld l i brc.rie.."l 
Gerr y Allison r oad some of t h0 i nt erosting lotte r s ho had receivod , 
inc l t:.ding one f ro m Inspecto r Roger Ste.coy (app r opr iP.tely a l~et 
f on) of the Kenya Poli ce, ThG world - wide brotherhood! 

I gavo some account of my whirlwind tour docm south , along 
rrith somo stories nhich can ' t very \7ell appoa.r i n pri n t . 

Top of t he bil l ~as Jack Wood' s ta lk 1 st .. io"'ra.nks end Othe r 
Schoo l s '. Jack bed gono to e lo t of troub l e prepar i ng this task . 
He di sple,yod numerous Bri scoe sko t chos f rom t he Molson Loo Libre.ry, 
together ui t h a me:p of York he had borr0".7od from Yor k Fublic 
Lib r ary , e. par t of uhich ho l inkod up with St . Frank ' s schoo l.. :.. 
conscien t io us chap , Jnck , a hundred pe r cen t Br ooksian . He 
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received a uell doser vod round of applause at th e finish . 
After refr eshme nts v,e go t doun to an Allison crose-\;rord , 

rr.ainly Hamil t onian . In genious ! How doea he do it ? Hor-1ever , it 
didn 't beat that dark horse Bill Williamson . The rest of us were 
someuhere dorm the course . 

Yes , a very good evening . Next meetin s , Noverr.ber 12th . 
r.-e shall bo ent er tained by J . Br ee ze Bentley ' s usual Hovember talk 
on Gr eyf'riare . Al as , there ' s a five t";eek 1 s i nterval . 

HERBERT LECIElIBY, North ern Section 
Corres pondent . 

* * * * * * * 
lfi!l !,.U:D SECTIW ':0:ErING 1 SEPTEr.'.BSR 26th 

.iioliicys axe nou a happy memory and member s a.r::-ived i n force 
fo r whE.t is r eally the firs t of t he ';7intcr !::Ceti ng a . Unfortunate -
ly our Chai. 1~an uas una bl u to be presen t ~-:in g to tho onset of a 
cold, Out :u-. :~r.ndlcy ve r y kindl;r consented to act a o Chair!!".a.n a t 
very short notico . 

Kat u rally the minutes inc luded referenc e to th!!.t very irn.­
p0r tant ~a."l&la.rk in tho history of our Club; na1ne ly tl::c visit 
fr om Uoraeysido . 

r.i1he pri...-:c ipal i 'teo :7as a r eading by Mr . !lti.ndl ey Junr ., of 
extracts froo a liousema.st er ' s case book , in which t ho au t hor 
(Ever ett :Barr.es), r elatod an incide nt ba.sed on his o,,m exp e ri enc e s . 
It told hor:- th e Beales had r ea:1oned out a cas e of fi r e reising . 
Very int c:-es't.i:i.g t oo , e.s it gavo a gli~pse o f School Li f, th r ough 
th o eye a of P. Bea..l(, being qu it e a no·.re l angle f or most of us • 

. ~s usuel quite a li ;.•cly discussion :'olloY!od in 't'"!!:.ich, 
ne.t1.:rally enough, our ot"m 11Bea!r.::a 11 pla,yed n pror.i ine nt PE'~rt. In ­
terestingly enough our orm J!eadmcstor , Olr. Ingram) , had also 
knov:n a c ase of f ir e r aising at Schoo l.. So l ong ns dear old 
Creyf ri ars is not burnt dO\·m; !.&l! is the rr.ain thin g ! 

El1/' ARll DAVF:Y:. 

* * * * * * * 
!IERSEYSID E SECTIOli REPORT, OCTOB3R, 1955 

The atten::!.ance for t he fourth ann ua l meeting ,;as a tri f le 
disappointing, but :i.everthelaes a .:ioat enjo;rnblo evenin ;; wes spen t . 
tfte r _t he preliminary buai ne es _had been dealt ui~ including a 
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report on th o r ecent Birmingh am tr ip and the proposed Ex.hi bi tion 

in Bootle Public Librar y in oarly December; th e Club Rulos ,1ero 

discussed, and th o elec ti on of officers took place . 

These resulted e.e follM ;a, Cbairma.wi - Don liebater , Vico 

Chairman - Horman Pragnoll , Hon. Socrotary and Treasuror - Frank 

Case, (hurry up back aga in Frank , wo ce rtainly mies you ) , 

Librlll'ian - Pote r Pobater . 
J~s this wcs 11Jd,..gnet ?light II R eesaion of "fuenty Questions" 

revolving round Greyfri a.rs wns held , and strp..nge t o r elate tho 

Panel ne r o undefeated, eo tt ing "Tho C~.t e s of Creyf'r iar s" in fivo , 

but "An egg in Uncla Clogg 's" in nineteen . ''"hen tho bre&C fo r 

r efreakente and Li b rary busines s had been dispoood of , a most 

int ereeti nff diocuasion took place on "The :~A(p'let" e.nd t he panel 

of Don \ ·ebat er ~d Jim r:al sh foun d t!le.l!!ael vos aubr.ii tted t o e. volley 

of questions , t .nd the inter aat was aa "lnr..y" sr.ys 11torrifio 11 

L'lsomuch aa wo h"".d t o :::-eluoteJltly close the r.ieoting , at 10. 30 p. w. 

with so much left unsaid . ?:oxt meoting is on Sunday, 13th November 

e.t 7. 0 p . o . t.."ld itecbers a.re 8.Sked to bo p-~ctuel pl oe.eo. 1 ?Tuff 

SP.id 1 • 
ll. B, m:ilSTFl' .• 

*************'**********************************'******************* 
~: 17ild ::est , Coc,ploto issue, 1938-3 9 , 5o copies. Soc,<> 

Saxto n Blaico storioo . t6 . 
EXCHANGE: Boys Otm Lib r ary , J;os . 4, 14, 24, 67 , 7 0 for eny Boys 

Friend 3d , Lib: fro:a this lis t , 30 1 76 , 122, 130 , 1421 154 , 

159, 169 , 184 , 188 , 196, 203, 208 , 215 , 245 , 258, 293, 380 , 

385 , 395, 397, 452, 7(!/ . 
~ : Fnmous Crioes, Police Bucl&ct Edition, Vol . 1 1 110. l 10/6 . 

I,.ldine Detective Tnl.es, llo. 23 , 47, 285, 287, 289] 
iJ.dine First R,.ts Pocket Librc.ry , 405, 445 

lldine Robin Hood, )lo. 6 
Amal: Prcoa: Robin Hood, llo. 10 BEST 

J;ugget Lib , llo. 18 OFFERS 

Dick Turpin Li br1'!"Y, No. 85 SEX:IJRES. 

Boys Friend 3d . Library , No. 167 , 253, 257, 
:io Covore , Soil ed 

::'LJ,~, ld . l!arve l , r;o. 393. \ 'onder 3d. Library, st ori e s of Har ry 

Hinton and The Rod Rovers . 

EmliRD BLIGHT, "'l'RE!IEGLCS", 12 TREV.;RTHII.N ROAD, ST, ;,UST31...L, 
cau~.7A:.L. 
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YY COLI£CTION 

Ho. 10 

by G,,or ge Sell ar o 

I must sa,y it doe a not seeo anything like forty years si nce 

I bou ght my fi r st copy of The Goe . Looki ng ba ck t hrough the yearo 

I re member tha t very lucky day f or mo, i n lln.rch , 1915 , o.e if i t wa s 

yeste rday , w~en ! r:en t t o buy a book at my f avour i te ncm·aagents and 

fo r the first time I ""'7 t~e Coe . I remembe r qni t e c l early th e 

bl u• co ver aeeu.ed to nt trnc t my attention rooh more than eny of the 

other bo o!:s th.et t'Tore on the count er and I boutih t i t t':'itbout any 

hoaite ti on. At t hr.t tirno I tvce nearly f our t een years of l'-60 , and 

fo r cbou t ten yoc.r s I neve r misood a copy of tho aood old Com. 

Shortl:; r.ftor rcRrli."18 c;:, firs t copy I \7P.~ wanting to rond. core 

P.bout Tom i-:Jrry & :o . end l Ut".s too imp~t iont to r:r.i t for tho noxt 

ono bei ng publi shed , s o I t.o!'lt sen...~hi ng t he eocon d- hond book shop:, . 

In t hose dry s of cour so they -.·ere not hr.r d to fin d, r.nd I eagerly 

bousht e very Ger.i I BP.v: in these shops, e.nd it qns not long before 

I hE>A enough to :rnep mo going fo r n wni l e ~ ! remember one pp.r ­

ti culP ..r incident in my eec.rch for old copies r.'hen I ::-r.s looking 

through e uindor. of P. oocond-b.Md book sho p r.nd snr. t o my delight 

Rbout a dozen Cor.Ja, prico trn - a.- ponny . To my di emcy I soo n d.ia ­

covo r e d I hadn ' t any money to buy t hem, and I had t o woi to un t i l 

t ho f'ollo'71ng dey ai>d then Ylhen I = r ive d r.t tho sloop they 'f1er o 

gono . I t1sli<od r!<l!l,Y '71 t!i e. hoavy honr t bi tto r ly diuappoin t od , 

but no t for long bccnueo I T1~s soon adding more to my grortlng 

stock . 
T'nen it hnp:,ene d, in 192 3 I must h avo had nbo ut 50 0 cop i e s of 

t ho old paper, o.nd l\t tha t t imo li ttle dr eaming I would m:nt to 

road them agr.1n in l ~te r year s , decided to s ell tho l ot , t'lb i ch I 

did in no helf' -h er.r t od manne r . Evon nou al tho1J8!i thirty - tm> yer.rs 

hr.ve .,>P.e scd by , r. quee r feo lin g comos ove r mo t,he n I t hink about 

it , f'J'ld th o pr ice I r oc oi ved f or t horn, 2d . P. dozo n. 

In 1925 I though t the Gern s,i,s not so good ns it used to be 

1111d I only bought i t occnoionr.lly . Of c ourse in t hoso dnys I hed 

not hop.r d of eubsti ruto autho rs . Three ye .u-s late r I regret to 

·~ I ce,.ae d buying the old p,.po r . In 1931 1 t7ont i nto n sho p t o 

buy a pa.pe r , n.a usual I glc.nco d a t tho books en t ho c ounter , but 

t his tim o t he Cem someh<m l ooked di!'foron t, i,nd I t hink I r e cei vod 

ooo of' t ho biggost a,rprieed of cy lifo whon I r ead tho title , 
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"Tom Morry - Now Boy0
• te e, it un.s the first of the reprints, my 

chance had come, nnd I was able to road the old etorios once n&Rin, 
and I continued t o do so until the ond of the Gem in 1939. In 
1940 I p.;,.ted with my Gem,, again , for paper eal vsge this time, but 
not all of them. I had learned my lesson and I did not let my 
favourite stories go a second time. These were Talbot stories , 
my favourite charac t er and in my opinion one of th e greates t and 
moat popular in Charles Hamilton 1 s extensive gallery, Tom Merry 
and Luml ey-Lumley , and Xmas number s . Since then I have obt aine d 
several stories of theee popular cbaraoto re. These i nclude Bo. 
370, "A Spli t in the School ", th e first Gem I evor read, "Winning 
his Spurs " and a few mor e blue Gems, thanks to Richard Wborwell , 
and al so Bill Marti n fo r providing me with t he major ity of t he 
Q.itsi der Ser ies, and not forgetting Tom Lambert as r,ell . I am 
sat i sfie d with my modest collection, and I am st ill addi ng more 
Gems to it . Fina ll y I <iould like t o pay a t ribut e to Mart in 
Cliff ord's marvellous high stan dard of writing throug h such e. l ong 
perio d, and also that grand artist the late R. J . MacDonald who 
illust ra ted th e stor i es in such a charming manner f or about thi r ty 
years . 

*'*********************************'*** .... ************************** 
FOR SALE - Acquisition of a l argo ooll ec tion 

WAJITED -

l eaves many surplus to r equirements 
'Magnets ', 'Populars ', 'Union Jack s', 
'Sext on Blake Libraries • (Fi rs t Series), 
1 Boys Friend Librari es' . 

Herry Homer, 
Yulden Farm, 
Heathfie ld. 

/J. few green 'Penny Populars ' to compl ete s et 
and clean green •Boys Frien ds' betr,ee n 1916 and 
1923. 

Harry Homer, 
Yulden Farm, 
Heathfie ld, 
Sussex . 

Leonard Packman is n"" homo fr om hospital . It m ll, however, 
.be..enme time before be 1e beak in oirrn,Jetio n 
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BOYS FRIEIID Ll:BRARY 2nd SERI ES FEJ.TURillG Fll!RERS LOCKE 

List Su1!1!li od b;t: H.C. ll'l . Price 
~ 

!lo . 23 A Marke d Man. 
31 Tho Y oll ow Cla"• 

127 Tho M3Btor1 of Lone Manor. F. Worm.ck 
83 Tho Hark of th o Crimson Cro • •· llodley Sco tt 

99 Tho Spor tin g Detective . 
147 The Brothe r hoo d of t he Wbi t o Heat h or . 
163 The Uyst e ry of Flyin g V Ranch . 
17 5 The Curao of Thasa . 
267 Tho Danger Trn il . 
279 The Secret of tho Toni-er (Kow and Carlnc) 
286 Tho lfoekod Death . John Silve s ter 
289 War in th e Deso rt. John And.rer,e 
300 Peril Pi t John Andre'7 S 
25 4 '.I.lie Terror of Tibet 
258 The Striking Shad.av, Hedley Soot t ~ 
305 The Toughes t Team in th e Loaguo Hedloy Scott 
316 Tho Tomplo of Foar John .Andr817s 
320 The Fighting Dote ot i vo P.A. ·Cl&rlco 
325 The Rllllgere Rocrui t Hedle y Scott 
366 Tho Secret of the Roof J ohn Andrews 
372 The U , 000 , 000 Secr ot (Lawl e s s) John Andrew• 
398 Poril in PIU'si a J ohn Andrews 
4 01 !lobby the Shooting star Hedley Scott 
428 The l.lyst ery of the lloo r st . John Watson 
478 l!,i,n Behind the Scenes Hedley Soot t 
639 The Foot bal l Crooks Hedl ey Scott 
648 Tho Caso of_ t ho Langd.,,.le Wandero:re Hedley Scott 
659 The Wolf of Toxae Stev e Rogore 
731 The Yellow Spide r Stanton Hope 

******* 
Tho Sanda are Running Cut . Hsvc You Ordered ~ Annual 

Yot? I f !lot, Do So !low. 

* * * * * * * 

Y(l!JC DUPLIC/.Tl!IG SERVICES, 7, The Shambles, York. Tol : Yorlt 5148 


