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J/JnJIIRY, 1226 
.El:litor , Bffil!FllT LECKENllY, 

c/o YORK llJPLICi.TlllG si;J!VlCES, 
1, Tho Shamblos 1 YCJIK, 

3rom the [ ditor's C?hair 
WE DID IT AG/Jlh I am writing this on Christmas Dey with be fore 

me a a tack of let ters el.re ady to hand with congratulations on the 

J.nnual. I have juat been reading t hem over aga in , and I got fl-om 

them the ear:ie· thrill and cheer I experiencod lon g years ago when 

I spent Christcas Day engrossed in "double number of my favourite 

weekly . It has been the sM18 on nine eucceaaiv e Christmas Daya 

no'7, I shudder to think what the day '70Uld be like if no C. D. 

, /umuel had gone ou t - but, perish th e thought , 

t \'/ell, l e t .• o l ook back a little . en th e morning of Wodneaday , 

December 14th th e G. P. 0, call ed for th e stacks of copieo fl-om the 

DJ.pli oating l,ger.cy and I ga ve a sigh of r elief - all oubs cribe ro 

m thin oaoy distenoe would r eceive their copies in ample time tor 

Christmas . .\nd 1 t'70 in far oft J,ust ra lia =uld eve n get t heir 

copi e s also in tim o for reading on Chri s tmas morn for uo eager wero 
they t hat they had pai d f or them to be se nt air mail , :, nice 

compliment, indeed . 
en the Fr iday afte rn oon came a happy little inciden t. I 

th ough t I '70Uld call round at tho D.>.plioating Agonoy to say if a 

telegram happen ed to come it could be held until the morning oa if 

would not con t ain bad ne17a. ( I did so becau se lost ye ar t ha t 

staun c h young member of our circle John Stokes had sent e wire of 

congratulatio ns from his sick room in Dublin, and on that occaa1C.O 

someone bad taken the trouble of ha vin g it delivered to my homo 

Just as I walk ed in Ur. Gore-Bromle naa roplacing hie te l ephone 

receiver . 11t·'ell, well", he said rritb a smil e , "l'vo ju st been 

taking a telegram over the ' phone for you - from fubl in! " ~ 

th at for intuition? Thanks a l ot, John , It 'C'aB again a nice 
t hought • 

.And no-r, on to t he Tent h Annual . There•s ono fine Greyfriara 
sr t icle in hand alroady -.--



_____{ 4) 
,\ LI'l'l'LE ElCTRJu You will obs erve that BlekiMa runs t o eight 
pages t his month, but -r,,e bavn 1 t cut down any o th er section to allow 
for the tl'fO erlrn one s. For, Josie Pe.ck.man gener ous ly offered t o 
pay th e cost of them. add od two more, thus giving us a good 
st ar t to the Ner, Year. 

THE Nlil,'I TOJ,! MERRY BOOKS: Loyal St, J i m' a fans would be ple, .se d to 
see t he long promised Tom Merry books out at la.st : they "ITill make 
up f or the di sappointm ent .:hen no "Tom Merry • a O;m 11 appeared t his 
year . They seem to be jo lly good val ue and I don't quit e see r,hy 
it should be made to appear they have bee n speci a ll y r educe d from 
7/6 . It maka s it l ook t o other thM devot eo a that they ar e old 
stoc k t spec ially reduced to cl e ar' . 

You '7111 find them revi m,ed together m. th the t ,ro "Jack of All 
Trades " on Mothe r page . 

* * * * * * * * * 
C!IRIST1!!,S GREEll'I!iGS1 Once agai n my hearty t ha.'lks to t he sc ore s 
of friends who sent me c ards; they have co1m fr om all ove r the 
r1orl d. I can only attem pt to ackno1Jledge t hem in this -r,ey, and 
here's \-:iahin g them and all nzy littl e anny of r eaders e. very pros­
perous Neu Year and good hunting . 

Yours si nce rely, 

HERBERT LECKE!IBY, 

~ : Early numbers of ildine s First Rates, O'er Land nnd Sea , 
Tip Top , Detectives , and Inventi on Librari e s . 
FOR Slu..E: Large numbe r of Vic t or ian Journal s And complete tales . 
~ GRil!lGl!R, J.I,EXANDRJ, ROJJJ , PAYJITERS L:.NE EIID, REDHUTH, 
CORNWALL, 
·~ ........... *~ .............. -IHHHHt- ........ ****•**• ·**** .... *** .......... 
: l,I,L TYPES OLD BOYS BOOKS ! 
i 1870 - 1940 .WAILJ.BLE / VT:JITED ! 
t SL.TI SF.llCTION GUJJWITEED : 

•• * ! S.L..E. ENQUIRIE S PLEASE ; 

: T, LJ.l!BERT, 347 GffiTR!JDE ROAD, IIORl'IICH ! 
...... *********** ...... ** .. ****"*H* ... ************•***'****"*"**"******«-* 
SALE OR EXClllJIGE - 3 "PLUCKS" Nos . 80, 103, 104, mu.T OFFms,-

J OHN iJJDIS OII 
319 LOIIG Li.NE, Et.ST Fl!ICHLEY, LONDON, N.2. 
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BL4J(/RJV4 
Conduc tod by J OSEPHI!IE P ; ,CKl,IJJI 

27 1 l.rch dale Road , East Duhn.ch , London , S.E. 22 . 

By the time this mont h's ' lllekiana • is being read the 
Chri stmas festivities ,;: ill be all over, tt.nd I sincere l y hope 
everyone had en enjoy able time . 

~\s for the Neu Yel\.l", l et ua C'J.l hope it will bring more glo r y 
t o our section of the C. Dige st . I can promise e.t least one real 
'sc oop ' in the nenr future . 

Cor:wencin g this month is the artic l e by our nen contributor , 
Hr. Goodhead , which I am sure you '7111 a ll enjoy . 

Derek Ford ' s ' ..J11nual Report 1 on the S. B.L ' s is a l so included . 
I knou that this feature is o.lways much appreciated . 

In vi.e\7 of the length of ' ] le.k:iana' this month, I f'JD addin g 
two of the extra pages in this issue of th e magazine . The other 
two pages nre sportin gly provided by lli. Lecken by , who explains 
the posi ti on on ano t her pego . 

JOSIE PACK!AAN. 

********************** 
~'HE lliLBBLINGS OF BiJ!DELL 

by Victor Colby 

Tinker, disguised as Sexton Blak e , passed Mrs . Bardell ' s Visio 
as he went to the door . Ten se conds le.t er, the good l ady em 
Sexton llla.lce himself heading in the same direction . 

''Excu se me sir . Is it a hop-p ic ke r' a delusio n? Or must I 
do to the optimist and get another pai r of spectacles . I th ough t 
as her, you ha.d just gone out by that there doCU". 11 

Later , rrba.n Tinke r r oll e d the i n sensible form of his attacker 
on t o t he ki tc ben t eble , Mrs . Barde ll intervened . 

"llr. BlP.ke, a ir, corpueses in my kitchen I can 't nor U'On' t 
abide." 

(U. J . 1420 "!light Bi rds" ) 

EXPl':RIE!!CES OF Ii SSX'l'O!I llIJIKE WRI'l'Ell 
b;y f!al ter riebb 

P.6RT '!'HP.EE 

Here , t~ere, and everywhere, ho sai'1 such pnrts o f Western 
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Canada as few emigrants se e , spending the dollars he e arned on 
rail 'i7ay fa.res, and earnin g a few more, sleeping in re dsk in village s, 
in trnpp ers' huts, and , in th e summer, e ven in the ope n nir. The 
author confessos tha t he uae penniless .most of th e time, but seo 
things , evon if in tho doing of it he bec:ime alnx>s t a hobo . liter 
R year of nimleea wanderin g he arrived at .-. s mn.11 Manitob e..n t orm, 
whe r e he made the acquaintance of a man uho held 0 timber farm 
:fur t her nort h and 'w'hO o ffered him his e xpensos if he r.ould go up 
ther e Rl'ld l ive on this ti mber - lot for n lri.nter , his work being t o 
keep en eye on th e uood , t o prevent it b e ing s t ol en . Tho auth or 
consent ed, and found himself i n a de solate r egion, f i vo mil e s dis -
tant fr om DilY o th er human being . Buildin g a lumbe r shack , Shaw 
furnished it with handmade furniture and a stove, a..nd settle d 
down to a \"li.nter of it . It n-as a lone ly ex istence, but the autho r 
occup ie d the ti me mostly by sett in g traps for mink , marmot and 
marten, and oth er fur- beari ng animals . Ca.toling quite a number of 
fin e speci mans , he wa.s ab l e to sell at a good pr i ce . Going out 
after '70lv es , ShaT.' proved his mark smanship \"tith the rifl e by killing 
se v eral , an .:l. cl:ume d the Government ' s bount y c£ two dollars (8/ -) 
for each carcase bro ught in . By shoo t in g a mooae at the begin ­
nin g o f his stay, the au thor wa s kept in food for quite a lo ng 
time . 

By th e tiroo the winter rras over Shart r,as not so rr y to get 
back to civilisation agai n, and had by the n decided to r e turn to 
England. But m th very little money , t he onl y t hing left for him 
t o do was to go back to th e lan d once mo re for th e su imner , so he 
engaged ,1it h a .fa.rr:>er for t he nbo l e season, at twenty - five dollars 
{i.5) a mo:ith 1 and r eaign ed himself t o ei ght months more of th e 
work he ne ver really l iked . . Afte r being such a roll in g stone for 
so lon g, it uas b:, no rr.eans pleasant to settle dO\"ill as n staid snd 
r e spect ab le former 1 a hired mnn, but it was th e only rray the autho r 
could save sn,i-thin g at all . 

At th e end of the summer - the yeer ,,ou l d be tha t of 1908 -
Stanley Gordon Sh,01, wi t h ko hundre d do ll ars ( £40) in his J)Ocket , 
QOoked a pesaage to the o ld 00W1try, not a pe nny ri cher then r,hen 
he l e ft, bu t r.ith a fund o:f exper i enc e , and n phys i cal condi t ion 
o! perfect f it nes s . No lon ge r a you t h, but a J:'11.lsculn.r young man 
ot trlenty - f our, or five, Sh.:iu decided to take up t7rltin g, and his 
early wor k appeared und er a vn.riety of nar.ies, such es s.s_. Gordon , 
Gordon Shen, Gord on \rell nc e, and Stc.nley Gordo n. During the ye ar 



1920 the NELSON LEE LIB!URY ran e. serial by him, under the title 
o f 11Three Boys in Canada" , in which some of the adventures shared 
by th e characte rs i n th e titl e role wer e those experie nced by the 
arlbor hi mself durin g his tr avels . Shaw's f amous c heract er, 
Janssen the Moonalaye r , app ear ed for t he firs t time in the Christ ­
mas lfurr,ber of t he "Uni on Ja.ok " for the year 1921, and the au t hor 
foll owod this up rli t h "The Gold Maker 's Secret" (U. J . No. 967) , 
e.nd "Soxton Blake - Lumberjack" (U.J . No. 968) . Who be tt er then 
She.r, to write such e. st o ry with Se.xton Bl ake in su ch a role? The 
author wr ot e ab ou t fift een Bl ake stories for th e U.J. , his les t 
offo rt b eing pub lish e d in No. 1 1 466 , week-ond in g 21 Nobcmbe r 1931 , 
\Ulder th o title of "The Man They Hen ged" . 

A sound if not brilliant writ er, Gord on Shat"1 nover rose t o 
1tle hoigh t s at tai ned by his famous brother , Capt a in Frank H. Shaw, 
and r etire d from writi ng in th e la t e 'Thir ties' to teke up other 
work. \'/hen l e.st heard of he '7as livin g i n vtallasey, Cheebire . 

Yes, thoso bygone ed.i tors uho boa sted that th eir aut hors knew 
th e ir stuff wh en t1ri tin g up th o var i ed adventures of Sexton Blake, 
u ere not guilty of MY db :st orti on of the facts, as the expe ri ences 
of the author in this articl e cl oar ly pr ove . 

~~ ~-0 00>0 - ~~~ 

THE BEST - JJID THE WCRST 

by II . H. Goodhe ad 

PART ONE 
Befo re COllllli ttin g myeel ftothe cho os ing of my om, particular 

"Best and V7orst" episodes in Blek e 'a co.reo r, I shou ld lik o t o me.kc 
it cle&r that ey int er e st in the afor oe ni d ce..re6r crn beet be 
de scrib ed 38 int ense but spasmodic. 

The main obje ction to my complete and whol eh eart ed co nve r si on 
wa s wha t I refer to as the "broken ae ries 11 syste m of publication , 
whic h compe ll ed bot h t he great dete c ti ve and t he reader to swi t ch 
th e ir atte nti on, frequ ently week by week, from one opponent ( or 
group of opponents } t o e.nother . 

Personally I did, end still do , prefer my stories and series 
t o begin at th e beginnin g and t o c arry on in an orderly manner 
Wltil the end . It always se emed t o me most gal lin g , not to say 
unfair, that Blake shou l d be f orced to quit , at a week 1 s notice, 
some exotic affair i n th e Fer Eac t 'r7i th Yvonne , to attend to a 
Yetropoli ton mix-up with Zeni th in London , and then to be whipped 
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off again at a week ' e notice , vory likely t o assist the Chicago 
police in their batt l e against gun~n . I can remember vi vid.ly 
one such occasion when Blake , in the course of his l ong and nrduoue 
batt l e with the Crimina l s Confederation """ left adri ft, with a 
fe w fai t bful f ollouo r s, in an open boat somm7hore in tho South 
.Atl nntio, and yet du ly appeared tho next week investigating a 
comparatively minor affair of e. doad body on the top of a London 
bue. 

The very fac t t ha t lllokc is still ,;,i th us nftor sixty years 
indicates tha t ho not onl y survived this system, but actual ly 
throvc on 1 t, o.nd thnt my objections plnco me very much in the 
minority . H0\7ovor, the "broken series " systcr.i made it very di f-
ficult for me, a.t p.ny rP.to, t o m:\intain a ste c.dy interest in the 
Sext on lll<\ke sage. . What generally happened wae that my eye would 
be cau ght by a particu l arly intriguing 11U. J .. 11 cover in the news ­
agen t I e window (noHadaye such \1:i.ndow sh opp in g appears t o be a l os t 
art to the modern over-paid and under-\vorked youth ) , and I ,roul d 
co nc ern myeelf most earnes t ly with the doings of Bl ake and hie 
opponent of the moioont until , on being left high and dry for an 
indefinite period by th e usua l meanginglees abandonment of that 
particular batt l e for an entirely dif fer ent one , I would hurl my 
copy of th e 11U. J . 11 into a distant corner with a snarl nnd -retu:rn 
penitently to the "!As.gnet 11 , wher e a t lea.st I kne'I':' ~here I stood 
from v,eek t o l"/eek. 

Vlbich brin gs me, at last, to by 1bes t ever' series. 
Amblin g alon g the street one day , home17ard bound from ochoo], 

and wi tb my mind in its usual bl ,Jlk and unreceptive condition, my 
eye caught eight of a large black and white pos t er 11Death of Se:xton 
Blak e - eee this week 1 e Union Jac k". Uy interest being automatic ­
a l ly aroused, I rushed t o the nearest net'lsagent ' s window· and ce.s t 
an eage r eye over the periodicals disp l ayed . Sure enough , there 
on tbe cover of the current issue of th o 11U. J . 11 r:a s the picture of 
a new sbo y bearing a placard announcing t he donth of the groat do­
tecti ve, the dotn.ile of which "G"ere appare.ntl y con t a.i.nod in the s t ory 
with the sinister tit l o of 11'.lbe Gallorre lzy'etcry". 

Thoroughly intrigued by noo, I rushed borne, scrounge d the 
nece ssary t\7openoc , and in a very short timo was well and truly 
enthralled by what wae, and alr.eys r-rill be , for me, the 1 best ew r' 
serioe - Sexton Bl ake vorsus the King Crook and the DJublc-Four. 

Over a period of more t han twenty-five years the ~ r.10ry of 
that par t icular so ri os still give e me a nootalgic thrill . ~ 
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Evans, for he waa the author, had put everything he knew into the 
story - and, ae we all lcnov,, wbon 1 t came to r.Ti ting a.n ac t ion­
packed story the late and great <byn kn<r.1 plenty . 

Obeying the oldest ond safest rule knc>r:n to authors and drama­
tist s , he com:nenoed the 11Gallcr.1s Mystery" TI"i th ubat m at be tho 
most eta.rt ling situation ever con ceiv ed in the annal s of crime de ­
tection, namely, the discovery of t he still warm dead body of a men 
on the scaffold at Handf orth Prison , a f ew moment s befo r e an e.xe­
cut1 on uas due to take place. Quite an interesting situation in 
itself, you may think, but as it very quickly tran spire d that the 
corpee gas that of t he very person for whose ClUrder the cond emned 
man v,as about to be executed, one can only paas the opinion that 
when the be'wildered prison governor gasped "Thi s is utte rl y ui thout 
precedent" he was puttin g 1 t very mildly . 

Natur ally, W1der these circumetancee, the only course open t o 
the Home Secretary was to send for Sexton Blake ( using our old 
friend Spla sh Page as bis emiaaar.r ). BlRke, -:;hilot accepting the 
main fnc ts of the case with his ueu al aplo mb, nevertheless wae 
galvanised into ehor.i ng a ce r tain M>OOOt of interest v.rhen informe d 
the.t tho effa.ir had beon organised by the infainous org nnis,..tion 
knoun ns the l)o,Jble - Four . 

In creating th e Double - Four , Grzyn Evano had - to use an 
Americanism - "Cone to Town".. Its leador, knnm ao the Ace, tvas 
none othe r than Dirni tri iletis Edward Charlornagne Orlov, King Karl 
II of Serbovia , Duke of Bechetan , Count of' liohenlinden, to quote 
a few of his titles . Young, handeor:E and popular, Karl had \"loarieC 
of' the incesetlllt round of social pleasures and sta t e functions whiol 
wer e aoc or ded him in every Europetin c a pital . Tt:.rning aside from 
the•• E10pty pomps and vanities , be had turned hie restless b rain 
toward.a other Nld more dubious enterprises. Hi s entry into the 
spher e of int ornati onol crime r1aa expedi tod by the fact that , 
durine his fr equent abs enoee abro ad, the Revolutionn.ry movement 
had gained considerable headway (Karl 's popularity , obviouely tiae 
strictly l imited to Court Circles ) and tho usual eubaervient 
Chamber of Deputies had been foro ed to issue an ultia:n t um to thei r 
accomplish ed but erratic monarch . On rooei vinJ a contemptuous 
r ofuaa.l to Accep t t ho ul timP..tum, they had taken the unprec oden tod 
but l ogic nl st op o f stopping th o Roya l All0t1ance, and al though Karl 
bNi ooouculnted a large reserve , this uae eoon expended on tho 
doubtful n.nd oxpcnsivo plet\suree to 'it'hioh this unique oombino.tion 
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of Rupe r t of Hent znu and Profossor Moric.rty was addic t ed . 

According l y, from being e. gif'tod ~Cl,'\tcur, Ko.rl ente red tho 
ranks of fully-fledged ( if anonyioous) crizte . His plans, r.·hioh 
significantly i nc l uded a detailed s t udy of the penal systems of 
furopo (rn. th special a t tentio n t o Prison Organisa tion in pa r ticu l ar) 
must have been maturill8' for some yea.rs, for in a very short t ime 
he had gathered a.round him as uniqu e, compact and self-suffic ient 
a Commando group of c r iminnls c.s could be found in the nnnals of 
crime . 

Fi r st and foremos t there na s Caston Lenour, ps ychoenalyet A.nd 
bril l iant physician . Next , ther e ues Carft>..x Creme, gentleman by 
bi rth Md sefebrea.ker by profes3ion - a Rafflen gone to seed, 
appare n tly . Gol d Brick Dann , nex t i n line , wao an American con -
fidence tric.\cster of unu sual ability , and these were f ol lOl"·md by 
Sam.son, an ex-circ u s strong man, whose speciality was escapology 
and v,ho, in his pre-criminal de.ya had escaped from the death cell 
a t Sing Sing for a wager; Scarlatti , master magican and illusion ­
is t ; Lou Tarrant, at one time the greatest female impersonator on 
the .American stage, and Colo nel Tony , a thirty year old midget, 
t1ho combined t he appearance of a cbo rubic blue-e yed boy of five 
,7i th the brcln a..nd nbil i ty of an expert jm vel thi e f . 

t!n der th e daring n.nd ruthlessly offici an t lead e rship of King 
Karl , the Double-Four had ach i evod great &uccess until , inevitably, 
they had crossod tho path of Sexton Blake . 

* * * * * * * * * 
SEXTON :SLAKE1 19 55 by DEREJ< FORD 

In a ce r tain famous guide to eutborship, th e budding E\Uthor 
is advised to ~~Ti t e ou t a en.rd - "I must 1,:-i~o soID'Jthi ng e very 
dny 11 

- a.'ld pin it above hie desk.. To th e fu tur o chroniclers of 
sexton Blake I s cases - also oomo of tho cs t a.bl i s hod contributors , 
especially Wal t e r Tyrer - I ,.-ould recommor..d thr.t tC ey, too , writo 
ou t a card bearing an extract , sligh t ly modl fi.;d , from that fino 
case - book by Gilbert Cheater : 11Tbe Paper Selvege Crimc 11 (S . B .. L .. 
30 . ) , 

1 I want t he boet detecti vo cesee.. Unusual Md int eresting 
C,Q~ses . Fre.nkly 1 th e commission that is commonplac e and 
rudimentary dooan I t attract me much • .. 

The aut hor who boars th o so t"rords of Blako in mi nd cannot fail to 
t um out a succosefu l caso-book .. Let th em serve as e mcdol for 



all time . 
Ant hony Parsons , pri ncipal cont ri butor to t he Soxt on Blake 

Librar i es since 1945, hP..s no no od of such 'e dvice • , his oa s o-book a 
nearly e.l<1..ys shomng Blake nnd Tinker a t their best . In 1955 
ho turned out seven oxce ll cnt ces c ~ ook e in t he S. B.L . run from 
327 t o 350. Thr oe of those c r.oes tako Ble.ko abro~d , to Ind i a, 
Egypt eJld Tuni s . Supt . Venn er nppenrs i n all but ono of the oases 
In "Tho Frightened Man" (34 8) Tink er is 11fi.xod 11 u i th e six month ' s 
eent ,mcc in t he, • Scru bs ' , in a (successful ) nttempt t o find out n-ho 
is helpin g l eadin g crimi nals to e.ecapc fr om vari ou s prisons, and 
th en nrurd erin g th em when they ha ve accompl i shed their t ask s . Bl eko 
is i n it from the first , dhen one of tho escaped priso ner s f {U.ls 
doad fro m fri ght i n bis hall . Usur.lly I can s r:y th a t I have en ­
joyed one particu l ar Persons case:.rbook mor e t han any other, bu t 
last ye a.r a l l maintained such a high standard that I find it im­
poss i bl e t o give this c r edit to any particular one . 

\7a.l ter Tyrer produced his usual four ca se~ooks . In "The 
Mystery o f t he Mad Milli ona i r es" (343) Bl ake (?) sa:ys to bis client 
"Their ( t he police) in(l'\liries ar e lik ely t o ba much mor e fruitful 
t h an mine " . I qu it e agree . They should be.ve inves tigated the 
oth er three r:eary cases ns we ll, and then tYe shou l d ne ve r havo 
hoard about th em in th e Se.xton Bl ake Libr e.ry! 

Three case-b ooks from Hugh Cle vely; thr ee from Rex llar dinge . 
I can ' t se::r that I pa rticulary care for t he Cle vel y formula -

Who Did I t? \'i'hy and How? The L"lvestigat i on - in tha t order . More 
~ pl ease Mr . C. 

The bes t Hardin ge case-book was "The Secr et of th e Man Who 
Died 11 (346 ) , even t hough i t made use of the rather ove rwor ke d 
hypn otism pl ot . 

Of tho oth ers, one very r eadable case-b ook (332) from r;ar:n.ck 
Jardine ; tv;'O fr om Jo hn Hunter - not bad! tw o from John Dru.nmond, 
the bette r on e for quick action being 342 . Then th er e 1,as ner, ­
comer 17. Howard Bake r , th o first (347) be i ng a "l(inepenny Nigh t-
mare" . The second (350) '7os much better. 

The sing l e -column page rras :reverted to in the Mey to Novembe r 
issu es, ui th a cons eq ue nt loss of wordago ma.de up, to some ortent t 
by e crisp , quick action case - book, especi al ly in th o ca.go of 
Anthony Pars ons. 

Cxtly t hree Per kor covers le.st yoe.r , a-~d one of t he s e (341) -
ns Mrs. Pei.ckrnan point ed ou t - a r epro duct i on o f the third Sox.ton 
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Blo.ko Annual co ver , h avin g no boor ing on th e c nso i t illustrated .. 
Nor.; cover c aption : " Gripping Ucr; Detoctivo Thri ll c r 11 u-as us od on 
six co vors . 

It t"/Ould not bo compl et e to c los e r1i t hout ment io n of THE 
outstanding event in 'Bl ok iana. 1 in 1955 r:hi cb nas , of course, th o 
con t acting of the eon of th o ori gin .itor of Bl ake - Herry Bly th -
follcming correspo ndence i n th e ' Dai ly Tol ogrA.ph '. It SCifmcd to 
provid e tho mis sin g p iece in t he myst er y ji gsau whi ch i s th o 
Sox t on Elake Sago . 

LATEST NEl'IS: In a lett or from \lnl t or Webb, be tolls mo ho is 
not1 finishin g ~.nother A.Tticl c for Blakinnn. More details rlill 
bo published next month . 

The Sexton Bl r.ko Circ l e or.r nost l y so lic i t your op i ni on , 
cri t ic is m nnd comment on th e ir fe a ture in this yo e:r' e C. D. Annuel . 
Pl oa so l e t us he n.r :from you , and ad dr e ss your l ett ers to mo. 

J OSIE PACJGW!. 

*************** +-i<-***"*******'************************************** 
(NCYrS; ro hnvn I t had a rcviC\"t of r. pley in t ho y:orld of th o 
the a tr e before , but ther e ' s a. l,'OOC. rea son for makin g n depa rture 
her e as I ll!l suro you wi ll r.groc t;he n you have r o.:vl it . H .. L.) 

" THE BUCCANE ER" 

A lJ~ IJUSI C,IL PL;.Y 

A REPORT BY E X . COX 

Sandy ~ ilaon I s "Tho Buccanoo r 11 is a ra.ro thin g in Bri tiah 
music n.la .. I t has r. pl ot r1bic h doe sn ' t tak e pl f.Co i n Ruritani.a 
or Ol d Vionn e. It has no Gi psy Princossoa , no Ur.id f rom the 
J~ountains. It i s set in th o pre sen t clay ! Even rnoro surprising -
i t has di e l oguo t ho.t i s bright and ,·Ji tty! I o t hi s , thon, tho 
Bri tieh musical t o chal l cngo th o tr ro do zon or ea N.lor i ct.n musicale 
tha t hn vG boon ahorm in London si..nco 1947? Unfortu.T1:1tcly, no. 
The directi on is alack , th e sets are drab, production gene rally 
is s habby, and t he orchestr a might have come strai ght fro m a 
euburbsn music-hall , al though I trJJ.st admit, e full-size d orchestra 
rJOuld have f ill ed th e fir st f our r ems of the et A.lls n.t the tin,y 
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Lyric Theatre. Happi l y, however, the good things outnumber th e 
bad, an d uitb its wi t ty dia l oaue , tuneful and catchy music, snappy 
lyrics and, for the most part, excellent acting and singing, the 
shor1 is the best British post--\':ar musical since 11The Boy Frie nd. " 

What will be of specia l inte r es t to members of th o clu b is tho 
r eally or iginal story th e show has : "Tho Buccanee r " is a Boys ' 
Weekly, strugglin g to keop go i ng aft er forty years of publication . 
It s ed.i t or i s s Mrs . Barracl ough, a lady of doubtful years -
looking exac tly lika Mies Primro se of Cliff House (circa 1925) -
and she has been carrying on he r la t e husband ' s r:ork . But, as 
sho confesses t o her youn g secretary, Mabel Gray , t he circulatio n 
has dropped so much she fears tha t she will be compe l led t o soll 
the paper to an li.merican , Wal t e r Lfo.ximu.s. He publishes a r ival 
( and successful ) boys ' ?!eekly, "Th e Atomic Cor.1ic 11

, Equally dis-
turbed by the net1s is old lir . Donkin , who has ju st delivered 
ep isode 2,447 of "The Adventures of Captain Fairbrothe r" the long -
:running serial in "The lhlccs.neor 11

• Captain Fairbrother, ap pa.re ntl; 
is a sta u nch Briti sh he r o of the Old School , and lives almos t en ­
ti r ely i n th e Far East dispos i ng of :i:rab slave - traders , cannibals , 
and wicked Ind i an Rajahs. Together, the three sing a song recall­
ing o l d Mr. Barraclou gh I s mot t o : " Good Clean Fun, 11 a hilarious sk i 
which lampoons, I suspect , the B. O. P. " • • •• the British boy m. 11 
not be bored by GOOD CLEAN FUN! 11

• 

Mr. Maxi1JUS s.rriv C::s, and their fears are proved right . If he 
acquiries the paper , the title will be chan ged t o 11Jet Fi ghter" and 
st rictly modernised . He sings "It ' s Commercial" a song dealing 
with present -d ay taste a "Bare Bosoms , Blood and SEX!" • 

Horrified, Miss Grey runs off to meet her fia.nc8, Pot er Cur tis 
wi. th a plan that might save t ho paper. Curtis is a schoolteache r, 
and ha.s a pupil Eon tgom ery Winterton , a precocious boy who ho.a a 
much-married ond fri ghtfu ll y rich mot he r . 11abol suggests that 
Montgomery • s mother might put up th e money to sevo 11The Buccaneer" 
from a fate worse then death. Peter promises to eoo ?!ontgomery 
i n an endeavour to get his suppo r t, a.nd hurries of f to the 
Winterton ' s luxurious flat . When he a?Tives he finds a bo r ed 
Montgom er y , who has juot finished " The Naked and the Dend.11

, and 
i s eager for a fresh interest . He l istens to Peter I s suggestions , 
and says that he will get hie mater to put up the money only on 
the condition tha t he can become the editor of 11The BuccMeer! " . 
In his haste t o save tbe peper , Pet er agrees •• • •• l'lithin a weok , 
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!-!ontgo mor;y bna coved into the edi torial offic e s of tho ,roekl;y , t o­
go t her ~,i th his "a ooro tary 11 t a horrid tot whose name is l!ari l yn 
!!a.ximue ! Yes, she is the Ar.lerioan ' e spoilt deu ghte r . Anothe r 
week , and t he NEW "Buccanee r " appears . From the cover, it l ooks 
like a cross between "The Financial Times" and "Ti.me and Tide" , 
3nd has among i ta articlea i ' 1 .\re Parent a 1;ecr,:u,a:r:, ?1

' , 
11Er.posure 

ot the Father Chris t mas Recket ! " , "The Ti?UTli about Ha.rrow111
, 

11Votea f or Childre n!", and "Mandy liil l cr' s innide story on Di an a 
Dora!". Needl ess to say , i t is a complet o hit . Cro;m-upa are 
buying it , and t he Paychin tric Soc i e ty h,,vo request ed a cop;y fo r 
t heir r ea din g room . ill l ooko woll, al tho ugh !Jr . Donkin is dis ­
turbo:i when llontgom er-J sugges ts be brings ba ok to .England Captain 
Fo.irbrothor, so tbnt ho CM got to Westminat or in a cornpaign for 
th e Childr en• • Ri ght to Voto ! 

Befo r e l ong , howovor , trou bl e starts . Mar ilyn quarrels with 
J.bn tgomery rrhon he r etuaos to l".ccopt her art i c le 11Clothoa Sense for 
Girls " . Sho mtlks out on bin , and runs t o he r Dedd;y I telling him 
who is beh i nd the control of "Tho Buccanee r" . Worse still , Mrs . 
Wint e rt on ' s plon t o , ,oo Poter Curt is , 3lld to make him bor fourth 
husb-u1d f nils . Furi ous , sh e thr oo.tene to vn sh her hands of tho 
u holo th i ng, and when Mr. ?Jaximua hears thio , he naturclly start a 
t o mRko friends u ith Mrs . '!'/intort on in ?n nt t ompt to gain control 
o f "Tho Buccr:.ncor " . llontgomer;, •a no t ho r , moreo ver , soo s a fourth 
( nnd rich ) huobnnd in \1olt or l.la:.dmuo ••• • 

Is t he ol d pap or doomod? Cnn it bo savo d from boin g turn od 
int o an Aniiorican co mic-s tr ip? Jiontgoipery , in des perat io n, has 
A fin al plcn , .:u1d orgMisos ?. mass-mot. ti ng of chi ldr en from al l 
pnrts o f Br itcl n in Tr<>ft.lgnr Squ<U'o. (ll o l o t s ou t n rul!IOUr th at 
Prince Ch:-.rl o e And Pr incess Anno r,1111 bo t boro , r.nd of coureo , 
tho u sands of cbi l dron turn up . } l'.'1 t h th o ho lp of Po ter Curtis, 
dre ss ed as Captai n Fairb ro th or - in tropi cal kit , lir . Donkin, and 
th e cunning of }ik)nt gomory ' s act i ve mind, the child.ran are s0o n 
roused , and promis o t o r evo lt if' the old "Bu-::cance r " ia sold to 
t ho Amer ican! The;y win th e daY , and th e def e ated 1'1mcimuo i s soon 
snnpped up b;y Urs . ii interto n - nnd its woddin g bells for t hem! 
Pe t er nn d llary are als o on th e brink o f 1:1etr imon;y •••• Montgomery 
and l!arilyn are fri e nd.a once oore , in fa.ct , everybody lives 
happ ily ever of t e r . 

Kenneth 17illiams , at 29 ;years of age , st e als the sh<m ea 
Montgom ery I th e sc hool boy terror 

I 
nnd i s clos ely foll0170d b;y El i ot 
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llakeham as lJr. Donkin, and Thelma Ruby as the over-sexed :Mre. 
V/interton. 

This show may not be another "Pal Joey" or "Guys and Doll a " , 
but if i te Good Clean Fun, you a.re after, then I can recommend a 
visit to t he Lyric, .Hanmeremi th, to see "Tho Buccaneor" • 

......... ***************************************************"""******** 

}JF)H}Jf JOf) 1F)fJF) 
Compiled by HERBERT LECKENBY 

The Homilton schools have age.in been ge t ting quite a lot of 
publicity lately, end my thanks are due to all those who have sent 
me cuttings . I' 11 deal first with The Times Library Supplement 
of November 4th. In a long review of boys ' nnd girls 1 t1eeklies, 
pc.st and present, it concludes wit h an excellent idea , thus : 

"The Cornice Campaign Council suggest that acceptable 
children ' s publications should be give n some ki nd of 
official stamp, and they propose e little picture of 
an owl - that creature whose lar ge head is almost all 
feathers, and whose organs of "viewing" are :so montrousl y 
developed as to leave hardly any room for bra.in . Thie 
is t oo defeatist a symbol . Might we not have instead a 
pic ture of that famous owl, Bi lly Bunter, the 0.Vl of the 
Remove, in memory of those Gr eyfriars , St . Jim ' s and 
Rookwood sto ri es which though they rou sed the ire of 
the late George Orwell, were for many ueek.ly readers 
among the saddest losses of the rTar?" 

Well , I guess you ' 11 all agree with that o.xcort that the re ­
Viewsr seerru, to be under the impression that the stories have gone 
for ever . It i sn 't as sad ss that. 

The critic also comments on the Captain , Chums, and th e B. O. P. 
with some r ather seve r e remarko on the present day contents of t he 
latter. 

Then this amusing satirical lender app e ared in the "Bir!!l.inghsm 
Post 11

, December 12th : 
' I SAY, YOU FELL(Y;'S! ' 

"The City Fathers '17hO P in an excess of othe rw1.se highly oorrr-
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mend.able Yuletid e solicitudct ha ve d eci ded to includ e th e 
ot orieo of Billy Bunter in t he book s they aro sending to 
the childr en of Sverdl ovsk, havo only too obvious ly not 
even ooneid or od th o possible r asu l t s of so r as h e.n act. 
Do th ey reai. ly want th o youth of Sovie t Russia - fo r, to 
be sure, it V!ill n ot stop at Sverdl ov sk - to kn oo that 
our edu cati on r.1 . ay stem tolerates n ocboo l ( nnd Groyfrirss 
is cort r.in to bo l oca t od in Dinni nghtl.m), :1horc tho boys 
.a.re so brni n loss th e:t th ey rcmn.in perp ot u c1.lly in the 
Remove 1 that thoso pup il s , t'1ho hP.VO U0?.1 thy parents a.ro 
nlloucd t o s end th em hampers of f ood ( cler.r cas e s of clnss 
di s tin ction) , nhi ch nro oat en surrep titio usly in dorm-
1 t or ie e, obviou s ly bocnuse t ho school mco.ls nr o gros sly 
in e.doqu ,.t o ; that t ho e ohool harbours a Lord and a llabob 
(mor e class privil ege) ae v;ell es on e , Fis he r T. Fish, 
t he son of s. hated .American capi t al i s t, \7ho ird ul gee in 
" big business " deals wi th his f ol low pup i ls? 

As for Bil l y Bunter hi msel f t'Jhat more ho rrible example 
of l azy ignorance , glut to nly , deco i t f'ul ne as, prevarica­
tion and parasi t ism co ul d be rev e al ed t o the little Ivans 
and 0l ge.e of Sverdlo vsk " Even tha t nrch bounde r of 
Groyfriars t Vern on- Smith , would th i nk tv;ica before doing 
anythi ng so he in ous a s Binni nghnf.l is contemp lating . One 
could go on recitin g the sho rtc oming s of th i s school , 
which have bee n notorious f or many ye ars, but there is 
sur e l y no exc use for bl a zon i ng th orn to th e ~orld - and 
th e Sovi e t world at th at . Hes the !Jinis t er of Education 
bee n consul t od about this - to aa:; not hing of the city • s 
Ch i e f Education Offic er, the National Union of Teachers 
and th o Uat io n nl Ass oc i a ti on of Scb oolma.s t ors? (~1'ell 
indood might Mr. Que l ch murnur "Upon my word" if not ".Bl es s 
my aoul 11

) Tho authoriti o s r ea lly must t hi nk ee.:.in , or 
the "oonsequcncefulness " of th eir action , ns Hurr oe J amee t 
Ram Sin gh \70uld sn:y, 11:Ma,y bo t erri fic ." 

N0xt er.me n page of pic tur es fro m th o 11Clo.sgou Bulle tin II 

concorn in g n liu ecum o f Childhood in his toric Lady St air's Hous e 
in the Lt>.muDarket, filinb ureb. Ona picturo is of pn.rti cu lo.r 
int erest to .Hamilto ni e.ns f or it shows a schoolb oy , Nigel smith , 
standin g be f ore a displq of Magnets, said to be his fathe r I a 
favo urites. What parti cul arly att r ac t s the attenti on is that 
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t here ' s a No. 1. Aleo another~ - number. Well that 's anot her 
No . 1 we di dn • t know abou t . One woul d l ike to ge t in touch \'Ii th 
the f ather of young Nige l Smith , 

Vlhen sending me t hi s, Dr. Wil son added a post scr i pt - "A cer 
drew up in front of my surgery this evening ITT.th the r egi str atio n 
letters - PON, She.des of Highcli ffe." *--Here' a more . The Sout h Afr ican 110ut span " of October 28th 
proved that 1 ts editor wae a r eal Magnet f an . Cotm>enting on an 
article on ventrilog_uiem which had appeared earlier he sai d. 
"Ventri loq u ism began its peculiar fe.ecina t ion fo r me l ong b efor e 

I eve r hear d or BB'w one . I TI'as i nt r oduced to the myster i ous gi ft 
through one of the grea t es t char ac t er s of all time - th e imno rtal 
Bi lly Bunter of Gr eyfr ia r s Schoo l. 11 

Tho edi t or nent on to giw quite a leng thy ac coun t of some o1 
Bunto r 1 s misde eds by aid of the magi c art . Ho c cr tP.inly kntft 
his Groyfrip.rs ovon th ough ho did keop r eferr in g t o "Dr. Quelch . " 

***-
Woll, all that• s very int or osting a s I am sure you ttill agroo , 

but rro ' ll not1 giv0 our omi contr i butors a turn . To atr .rt r,i t h 
hero • s something from versatile Bil l Lofte dc~.l in g ".7i t h aoioo 
stories which ha.vo been neglected up to nor.r. 

THE GHZl'FRJAHS STORIES IN "CHUCKLES" 

by Ii'. o. G. Lofts 

Ju st one month before th e well - knmro 11Rainbor1 11 comic - still 
running - made its debut , ano ther coloured comic, pr i ce one half -
pe nny, was launched by the Amalgamnted Press . The t itle was 
"Chuck l e fl; and the dat e , 10 January, 1914. 

Len Packman made special ment ion of this comic paper in hie 
exce ll ent article in the 1955 Coll ecto r s • Di ges t i.nnu al , but here 
i s some ad.di ti onal info rr~ati on of partic ular int erest to "11a.gnet" 
road.era. 

Stori es of Greyfriars School , \Yri tt en by the Maestro hi mself 
app e ared in the first 37 i ss ues of "Chuckl es " for Mr. liamilt on 
has ki ndly i nformed me the.t he tJrOte P.11 of t hese stories, nono 
of "h ic h have - to r:,y best knouledg,, a.~d be li e f - ew r b een r e ­
pri ntod . 

It is t rue th e atorios wor o only short ones, but oacb ua.s 
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completo in itself. Tho majority featured Harry \1ht1.rton &. Co. 
versus Dick Trumper & Co. of Courtfiold Gramr.iar School, in rollicking 
y.?..me wherein ee.ch japed tho other "" in endcavouxa to be th o 11Top 
Dog" School. 

Several peop l e haw written t o me in the past accusing Frank 
Richards of being n snob. This of courso is nons ens e , and this 
ecrioe of sto ri e s featuring a. Council Schoo l is but ono pro of of 
th o ridiculouanoes of the ass ertion. St r ange ly, too, in all the 
encounte r s betvroen the ri vnl 11Co' s 11, the Council School 3}m1,ys ceme 
ou t "on top" . 

Tb.ere r,ore also stories of Greyfriare in rvhich th e gir l s of 
Cliff House Schoo l ,.:ere featured . Ono such story , ti.nd n very 
humorous one , nae entitl ed "The Cliff House Foot bPll lietcb " 
( 

11Ch'..1cklee" No. 9 ), in t:hich th e girls challenged the Gr ey friars 
Remove nt Footbal l. What 't7ith Horp.ce Coke r R.8 tho referee, Md 
the girls pla,ying with 16 plnyors ,.nd running wi th the bell in their 
ha.nde, it is not surprising t hat Cliff House l'.ron 6 - 1 ! 

other stories had Billy Bunter \7oll t o th e fore, usua lly up to 
hie ventriloquial tricks. 

In No. 37 it wc.s steted the.t an other s t ory uould r.ppan.r th o 
folloTI'in g uoek , but in nctunl fnct it never did. This r.'~s not 
long " ftor t ho outbreak o f llo rld ~Jar I (19 t h September 1914 ) and 
th o probability is that "Frenk Rich ards " r1aa s oroor,hor o on the 
Continont end unabl e to writ e th e rnenuscriit or get it through to 
.England. Stanton Hopo was the editor of 11Chucklea 0 at that tirr.e, 
and wit h the cessati on of 11copy 11 from bis star writer, one can 
almost visual i se him •te2.Xing his heir 11 over it! I ncident ally, 
Stanto n Hope ' joined up ' in 1915, so his editorial worrios wer e not 
of long duration. 

In 11Chuckles 11 no. 96, however, there appeared a net1 series of 
st ories featurin g Teddy :Suter . JLt first he na.s at st. J im ' s, 
under the wing of Tom Merry & Co. but in )lo. 97 hs went to Clare ­
mont Sc hoo l . The sto r ies from t hen \;ere of "Ted dy Baxter & Co. 
at Cla r emont School . 11 Ferre ra Locke also arp c ars in some of these 
st o ries, a.11 of which were writt en by that mysteri ou s person 
"?rosper IIoward" . 

Ur. Hamilton has denied t he authorship of any of these sto ri e s, 
although he does admit writin g Boye Friend Library ( lat aeries) 
No. 235 "The Scho ol Under Canvas" (not knooling it 170Uld be published 
under t he naioo of Prosper Hw.ard) . I am therefore pl eased to 
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inform r eade r s t ha t i n the near future Len Packrnan u ill be in a 
po siti on to supply the answer t o "The Myst ery of Pr osper Hou ard. 11 

Tho last story of Teddy Baxt er in '' Chuck lee 11 app e ared in No. 

In ?lo . 266 a n ew se ries of sc hool st or i es commenced. The 
&1.2thor ~as "Harry Cl ift on", who r,as said to have bee n 11Cne of the 
f or emost v.rri t ors of sc ho ol stories 11 n t th at ti me. These sto ries 
f ea tur ed Di ck Royl e at Bellm.i nst er SChool. We.a "Harry Clifton 11 

another name for "Frank Ri chards " I oo nd e r? 
AfJ Len Packman sta ted i n his crticl o oopi os of "Chuckles " 

(wit il t ho time they c am:, down t o tho lev el of "Chi ck' s Orm") 
ar e o.x:trorooly di fficult t o obtain , and I mysel f ha ve only ono cc py­
llo. 100 . 

Lack of sp a.cc pr event s mo f r om giving the ful l li s t of titles 
ot Grey-friars and Clar emont storic a in 11Chuck l e e" , but l am ho pin g 
that Horb ert Lockcnby ,,i ll find room to publish t hem in a futur e 
issue of th o Colloctor ' s Digoa t. 

**************** 
R EV! Er.' S OF 

TOJJ l!ERRY &: CO. , CARJ,V AJU.'ERS 
TCM t!ERRY' S TRruUPH 

by Ja ck Wood 

JACK' S Tl!E LAD 
JACK OF THE CIRCUS 

:Th.at a grand Xmas end Now Yoar pr e sent these f our novv ls by 
Fr anlc Richards mako , end only 3s . 6d. oach ! They aro r eally good 
value from Sprin g Books Ltd ., and , if "lionry 11 fli ll fo rgi vo my bad 
grammar , hp,ve been ,;roll \.'Orth wcl ting f or ! 

But t·:horo t o bogi n? I hope my St . Jim ' s .fri ends 't?ill pardon 
mo i f I l ook first a t th e t\·,o lat est volume s in th e s t ory of Ja ck 
llobody , or P.s ho now calla himso lf, Jack Fre e, f or I have yeamcd 
for t hem e vor since th e i mmortcl Frank i ntro due cd his ne"/ c ha.ra.c­
t er, Jeck of All Tre.dee , ,.,oy bPck in 19 50 . Fi vo ye ars is a lo ng 
tim e to wait, and even th e sho rt sto r ies in th e J.nnuals did not 
compensate f or th e lack of inf or mati on as to what had ha ppene d to 
Jac k af t er ho en t er e d th e train vii t h Lord Cortol vin ' a va l e t, Mr. 
Jervis, e:i:pocting t o be joining h i s lordship befo r e go in g t o scho ol 
r.s bis protege . 

Now we have t\·;o l ong nove ls, full of fascinatin g ad.van turo 
and intrigue, told rri th all t ho fam il i ar mast erly t ouches of 
des cri p t ion and charac t ario ation . 01: cours e , wo knoo th at Virtu e 



will always triumph , and despite the machinations of Jar. Jervis , 
Jack ' a former enemy Bi l l Hat chet, th e pedlar with a secrot , and 
Dick Kenn ey, j c a.loua star of Pip pe r' e Imperial Circus , Ja ck, aide d 
by the clow n , Chi p and llad ·.:adi , th e Indian e l ephan t - tamer , and 
th e r est of the happy circus gang , r emains tr iumphant . Unti l •• •• 
but r ead tbo eo tr.o nove ls fo r yourselves; you won ' t uont t o put 
them dorm unt i l you have finished thorn . Please , iJr . Richard s , 
don 't l et th e publishe rs kee p us anoth er fivo yoa.rs befo r e telling 
us th e r os t of th o story of th P.t del ightfu l chc.re.cto r uhoso lif o is 
so bo un d up with hie 11d.oublou, t ho lion. Cocil Cortolvin , hi e lord ­
ship , th e anc.ko - lik o Mr. Jo rvi a , eJ1d tho bullyin g ruffian, Bill 
Hat c he t • 

. t'md \i;that of the now Tom Merry adventures? The first i s i n 
tho beet vein of those ol d holiday aeries - t ho horse dr e.wn 
caravan j ogg in g slor.rly al ong win din g coW1try lanes in southe rn 
£ng lan d under t he scorching summer s1i.r1shine; occasional iiouee rows 
as Figgi n s & Co. overtak e the School House caravanners; the egreg ­
i ons Bunte r "attaching" him s elf to th e par t y with dis astrous r e ­
sult s at t he bends (and v,thip! ) of an irat e landomier; and, behind 
it al. 1 , th e mysterious antics of an odd Bl ack Marketeer "type" who 
chase o the caravan from Sussex to Devon to possess himse lf of its 
eeoret . It may be something like th e mixture as before , but then 
that's hor v we l ike it , isn ' t it ? 

Tom Merry's Tr i umph i s an interesting nove l i n t ha t it intro ­
duces us to a nerr Gussy , a Gussy \'":ho i s pr epe.red to do somet hing 
unde r great stress which norm~ly he rrould re gar d with ab hore nce . 
This i s o. Gussy whoso chara ct er ho.a be e n deeper. Jd l7i th the passing 
of the years, but FrMk Richar ds (yes , poor old Mortin Cl i fford h?.s 
been consigned to th e li mbo· of :Oallorred memory) t olls his story so 
wel l that wo foal rli th Gussy that in ce rt t>.in cir cu.:nst p.nces gambling 
moy be t he ''wight and ptrOpah thi ng to do. 11 Onl y Frnnk at his bea t 
coul d ge t or-1a:, filth this unusual development of the theme that 
blood is thick er thnn 'r.'oter, but in compensation t he r e i s plenty 
of tho mo:ro fMlilinr Gussy mlo br er.ks bounds t o see hia " t a.ila.h" 
and '7ho is bundl ed into t ho wrong tr cin by his helpful stud;rmotes 
and a f i nely described box i ng ma.tch to ,;rind up l'. grl'.nd ta.l o . 

It is part icul arly int er es t ing to ren err acquaintance •t"lith r.n 
old :fri end , Gerp.ld Cut ts, t he sportsman of th o Fifth, rrhoso missing 
f i var l eads to al l t he troub l e . 

In short , fou r rtemorable stories no member of t ho clan shou ld 
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be without . Inte r esting cover drawi ngs , too, though unfamiliar t o 
tbe trad i tionaliets . 

My word! Bill Jar din e didn 't ha l f start something last month 
with his article 11Tbe All St ar XI " . Here , for instance is i 

~ by w.T. Thu rb on 

Bill Jardine ' s article in the C. D. i s ve r y interesti ng and 
ui.11 probably t ouch o ff a. pre tty corres pondence . 

My own reading o f the Hamil t en stories mainly c overod t he 1914 -
18 era and th o early t wont i us , but I ~as vory k.oon th en on tho foot ­
ball stor i os and I diaagroo quite a lot ~i t h tho propoeod s oloction. 
Here then is my t oam: 

For goal I have alrr •.ys thought Fatty \Vynn tho outstanding 
keepe r in all the Hamilton Schoo l s (inmodiatoly I se em to remember 
Bulstrod o in goa l for th o Remove in deys of yore) . Right back i s 
Fi ggins place - the only other claimant, Johnny :Bull l acks Figgins 
speed and fire . 

I t eocms to mo the.t in selectin g our team we may have ono or 
two outstandi ng football e r s \7ho must . be fi ttod in, even thoug h they 
play in an W1accustomod pl ac e . 

At left back '1'6 ha vo a c a se in po i nt . Of the regular lo ft 
backs no havo two excel l ent players in Kerr and Todd - pe rs onally 
I think Kerr the bette r.. But \1 8 are so except i onal ly rich in hnlf 
backs t ha t I fee l we shall do bettor to pl ay tho best of all 
r amble r s , Bob Cherr y, at back . 

And so to our halves . Vie have a difficult choice at cent r e 
ha lf . So good is Nob l e, that if we play Jimmy Silve r her e I think 
Nobl e must move ove r to l eft hal f, and I think he r e he TI'Oul d bo 
pr eferable to all th o r egul ar hal voe . At right half I just pr e f er 
Redf ern, on th o gro unds of its bei ng his r ogule.r place, t o 
Mar k Linley . 

And so to our f orwards. I cannot un derstand Bill Jardine' s 
so l oction of Vernon Smith over Ta l bot. Talbo t always seems to me 
tho soundest of play ers and I think he is ( apart from t he t hroe 
remaining form CP.p tains} easily tho b est forward in th e Schools . 
At inside r ight I t"!Ould pl ay Tom J.~crr y - his partn or ship r,i th 
Talbot should be first -r ate . For c ont r 'l forn ard there's tho cho i co 
bott?een Nipp er Md Wharton. Hero like Bill Jardine I vot e for 
Wharto n, but f or a different r ea s on. I t hin.le Nipper ' s the mor e 
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... daptable of t he tuo and I would se le ct him th e ref ore f or insid e left. 

For th e left uing one might brin g across rd th succ ess Vernon 
Smith or Pitt . But possi bly one of th e r egu l ar lef t wi nge rs is 
bet ter, and my final voto goos narr O'aly for D1.Arcy ovor Hurreo Singh . 
The re ar a al t e rnatives: If Jirmny Silv or pr ofors to pley in side 
l e ft, t hen I ·would move Noble t o centrG h.:-t.lf end play eithe r Lin l ey 
or Blake ( in an wi usuol pl nc.e , I e.g:roc) nt l o ft he.lf . I move 
Nipper to insid e ri ght and transfer Tom H.orry t o t!l.c left u in g (vic e 
Arthu r Augus tus ) r emember ing that Tom has pla yod on the win g for 
th o St . Jim ' s first e l e ven, as al so , if my memory se rvos me, has 
Ta lb o t . 

So v,e got: 
GOAL, fiynn ( St . Jims) 

BACKS, Figgi ns , (S t . Jims\ ; Chc=y, (Greyfriars} 
HALVES: Redfe rn, ( St . Jims); Silv er (Rookwood} or llobl e; 

Nobl e ( St. Ji ms) or Linl ey . 
Fffi\ 7ARDS: Talbot ( s t . J ims}; !,lorry (st . J ims } or Homilt on ; 

17harton ( Gr ey fri e.ra); ~:,mil t on ( St . Frank s) or Silvor ; 
D' Arcy ( st . J i;:is} or llerry . 

Thi 3 is a prcd on.inantly St . Ji rn1 s t eam - but it almiys so omod 
t o me t hat Marti n Clifford vc.s bet t e r nt socce r stories, 1'Cuon 
Conqu e st• : a t C!"ickot PJld "Frank Rich ards" ~t the more serious pl ot 
t al os away from th o sports fio ld • 

.And n~v , '-ho t ,,_bout our B t eam. Bero i s my choice : 
?!ruidfort h (St . Fronks} 

Bull ( Gr cyf rinr s} ; Korr (St . Jims) 
Todd ( Greyfriars i; Grey ( St . !'ranks}; Linl ey ( Groyfrinrs} 

Lovell (Roo!cr,ood); Pi t t ( st . Franks} ; Loviaon ( St . Jims ); 
Verno n- Smit h ( Gr oyfri a rs ) ; Blake (S t.Jim} or Hurroc --Sin gh ( Groyfri a r s} 

On tho ui ngs I prof or Pitt AS bein g a. good 11f oedo r 11 t o hi s 
in s id e men, but Ver non- Smith shoul d be i ncluded :.f at t1.ll possib l a, 

and he r o I profo r his dash t o my shcdm.,7 rocoll ... ct::..ons of Erroll .. 
I th i nk my f i rot cloven woul d ce rt ain l y bot:>.t all corners, \7hil o 

I doubt if .M.r. Jard i nc 1 a ol cvon ,:ould come of f euccossf'ul against 
th e f oll cming t eam : 

Wynn (St . Jirns) 
Bull ( Gr oy fri r.rs) ; Kerr (St . Ji ms} 

Rodf orn ( St. J ims}; Nobl e (S t. Jil!l s ); Li nl ey ( Grey friars}; 
Pitt (st . Franks} ; HM>ilton (s t . Franka} ; Morry (st . J ims); 
Bl ako (st . Jims}; Tnlb ot (st . Jims). 
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I think thG dofo nco is as sound as Mr. Jardine ' s eleven , tho 
halves just a bou t as good ( t hough here Bob Che rr y hae t ho s li ght 
ad.go ove r ovo r yona ols e ) . Of th o fo rwards my winge r s ar o pr o­
bably sli ghtly supe r ior, my cc n t r o- forward as good as his rival , 
whi l e at i ns i de forward I have a docidod suporiority - good eno ugh 
fo r an odd goa l , i f no t a tw o goel wi n. 

Many thanks f or publishing so i nt er esting an articl o . 

***• ***«*•*«*** 
DO YOU RE:.!EMBER? By RoSor ll. J enkins 
No . 15 - Boys ' Fri onde llos . 1140-11 74 

llos t collecto r s of schoo l st orioa t end to r og a.rd hol iday sorio s 
tii th a. good deal of i mpatienc e . Tho Rookwood car avannin g series 
o f 1918, t ho St . Jim ' s Th,.mes bo atin g trip of 1923, and th e Gr oy ­
frisrs biking s ori o s of 1933 er e given benevo lent nods of a ppr oval, 
but t hcao f\TO th o ex cept i on r at her than th o rule . Tho gonere.l 
f eel ing is that 3 schoo l story sh oul d bo in a school setting , end , 
if th ere J1JUat be e. holide_y , then it ahould be spent amid tho Engli , 
countrysid o. For eign ho l idnys arc no thin g but Rdvonturo st ories 
uhich sh oul d no t be allowed to impin ge upon tale s of sch oo l lifo . 
Yet when all this is fr ee ly o.dmi t to d, i t i s sti l l rnth c r difficult 
t o brush asido all t he f or eign hol ida3 so r ics just u itb th e n" l\VC of 
a han d . One: of t ho sor i os that so obs tinat ely sticks in th o mem­
ory is tho trip t o Ce.node i n 1923, mado by the Fistic e.l Four et the 
invit a tion of Jimmy Silve r ' s cousin , Hudson Smodl oy . 

It was l i ke old times to have the Fistical Fou r on t he ir own 
ag ain , t hough th e Rookwood saga had not much lon ge r to ru n. It 
was li ke old times f or another r easo n , to o , for Hudson Smedley • a 
r anch near th e Rock ies brought back memor ies of tho Ced ar Creek 
stories rlbi ch had fini she d two yoo.rs previously . It has beon 
a never-endin g s ource of v1onder t hat Charles Ha.JTdlton has boen ab lo. 
t o bring to lif o the at mosphe r e of so many dif fe rent countries t ha t 
he bas n ev er even visi t e d. Certainly he neve r achi ev ed greater 
success i n this lino than the v.ay in which he brought to li f e the 
l one li er parts of Weste r n Canada ea they were t hir ty or forty years 
ago . 

Thie series in tho Boys' Fri end last ed f or thirty - five weeks, 
lon ge r than any ot her series he ever wrot e about his Public Schoo l 
char ac t ers, t hough it must be remembered thet the Rookwood stories 
wer e only half the l ength of t he St . Jim ' s and Gr eyi' r iars ones . 
It is doub tful whether so l ong a holiday s eri e s would eve r he.ve 
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been tr ied out in the Gem or the Magnot, but as the Boys 1 Frion d 
t1as not ·nholly a schoo l sto ry paper it ,1aa no doubt considerod to 
bo a judicious plac e 1n which to experiment, eapociall;y 1n viou of 
the success of the Cedal" Creek sto r ies . A selection of ta les from the eerie e about the tri p to the Windy Rive r Ranch occup ied no l e ea 
than four Scboolbo;ya • Crn,a - Hoe. 146, 150, 154 and 158 . 

The tri p to Canada wae uniquo in tho.t it r1as really a succes ­
sion of seriee; fi rst csme t he encounter t"ri.. th Pequod le Couteau, 
then the trouble m. th Kentuck , folloued by U o affair of Spen.ish 
Kit, the outbreak of the redskin• , and the ,idvont of the mysterious 
ldonty Smit h (nenrl;y all the villP.ins, it will bo notic ed, coming 
from South of th e fort;y--nintb Pl\2"•.llol ), Md in betwoon thooe 
episodes occurred single atorico ouch a.a the attempt of Baldy 
Bubbin to paoe himsolf off ns o boro . I t l ooked as thoujjh tho Rookwood stories ,·,oro going to be permanently tra.rasforred to Ce.nad.a, but eventuall;y the juniore did return to Rookwood , togethe.r "1th 
the amazing Texas Lick . It r;ould be idle to pretend that their 
return to schoo l no.a in any il tJ.3 to be r egrottod , but io is otil l possible to rotn.n o sneaking offoction for the memory of those 
de,ys in Albort n uhen Ji~· Sil var proved hi:nsel f e ven more of a 
he r o Md Arthur Edrl'ard Lovell , in the oertaint;y th at be knen best, 
pr oved himself en even bigger idiot . 

MAGNET TITLES (Cont •d) : 1521 , The 3eav;y Hand1 1522 , Billy Bunter's Luck;y Da,y; 1523 , The Sbad01"1ed ll1llionaire1 1524 , The Bounder's 
Peril1 1525, The Tr"1 1 1n the &'\!ld; 1526, Billy Bunter's Corona­
tion Par t )'"! 1527, Coker the Conqueror; 1528, Tho Feud with Clif f 
House1 1529 , The Bo;y Who l,ouldn 't Split1 1530. On the Track of the 
Trioks t e r ; 1531, Bunter on the Spot; 1532, Bill;y Bunter ' s Windfall. 

*************'*****+*'******'**************************************** 
LETTER 

MY WORD! HERE'S IN'l'ERESTINC !ID7S1 
B O X 

Roso Lawn1 Kingagate , Kant. 
December 22nd, 1955 . Dear Her bert Leckenby, 

l.iany thanks for ;your lo tt er , and f or the t,-,o cuttings . I bad not soen these : and t hey a.re, of course, very interesting to mo. l ehnll loolc fon1nrd t o tho Jrurual)' C. D. and 11het it hr.a to sa;y about "Jaok 11
, - something nioe, I hope! 

I heve just finished ori ting a book cnllcd "Schoolbo;ys in 
Spa.oe". RELther P. now lin o fo r mo: my first t.lartinn voyage! 
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Best r1iehee f or Chris t mas and the Neu Yoa.r , 

Always yours si noorely , 

FRAllK RICHARDS. 

************************~************ ********************* 

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB 
LONDON llRA!iCR l!EETING 

Like t he old Chris t lil(J.e Doubl e numbers of t he "Magne t" and 11Gem1 

tho Christmas meetings P.t " Chorry Plaoe 11 , Wood Green havo not:1 bo ­
como firmly establishe d '<7ith th e oombers and collectors . Tho 1955 
edit ion was one of the beet so far, everything go in g ID.t h a fino 
Bl"ring. Candloli ght reading by Bob Whi tor of a t hrilling ch apter 
from the Pol pc l ly se ri e s o f t he 11Magnet 11

, another fin e r en ding of 
an artic l e by Jimny Ira l di of Norr Yor k , r ead by Alan St=art , 
recently homo frcm a "10rld cru ise during whic h ho spe nt m.•.ny he ppy 
hour s l7.i th Jimmy, oll about Cr eyfrier s p.nd a very fin e ono on tho 
amno subject by Len Packm.e.n.. Community si ngi ng of the Croyfriars 
choruses, chorus Jru'.et or .Bob Wh i t or, v e.s groa.t ly cnjoyod and then 
an tt.Cros t ic puzzle by Don Webster ~ho uaa colobrating his usual 
Yul e tid o vis it, t his ti me in company with gonial Frank Unttin, both 
st n l r:,a.rte of the Mers eysi do Cl ub . A.5 usunl th o bot min co tarts 
TI'Ore forthcoming v:hen th o "Rp..g11 sp r ead t7as on joya d and great 't"IO.S 

tho applr.use r.hon Don Webster pr oposed P. bo art y vote of thanks 
t o thJ trro sisters in charge of th e ca t ering, Eil een and Kat h l ee n . 
Jlumero u e papers chang ed han ds nnd several co pies of "Tom Merry 81ld 
Co. Caravann e rs" and "Tom Merry• s Triumph" were also disposed of . 
Thanks to Alan St ewart f or his effor t s for securing most of t he 
afore ment i one d Tom Me r ry books . A ve ey good a tt endance and e 
fitting c li max t o t he old yeer 1955. 

UNCLE BE!1J.tJIIN. 

**** ...... ******* ....... 
NORTliER!I S:OOTION CHRISTIIAS PARTY, D:OOEMBEll 10th , 1955 

A dozen members partook of a subst an tie l t ea a t t he Craven 
Dairi e s , lloor Len e , They include d Cyril nnd Mrs , Bonlcs of 
Hudders fi e l d, o;,l: :-··;. ~ on :? of tr ·.o~ ; ' ~:~I t oo infrequent vi. sits and 
Miss Dorothy P.obir.s r,n . Tr .::-.,X::~ -.. ~!'o t iu n mA.<io to the Club Room 
follot1od by other members flh O bed b ee n une.b l e t o get to th o t oe.. 
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Quickly t10 got doPn to ~n :U.most non-stop succossion of gtllDOe 
p.nd th o roo.l Chris t mne spi rit r oign od. Corry Allison• s fertil e 
br ai n had boon buey l ong nhond nnd his fi r st ef f ort uas "Uld of 
Torm Ex PJD11 with tho members di vidod in t o four fornoua schools . 
Rosult e.ftor much oxcitomont camo out - St . FrM.ks 44 pt s; Groy­
friara 42! ; Roolmood 37i; St . Jima 30. H,,il st . Fran.'<s. 

Ne:1:t "Found 11,t Greyfri,u-s · r.nd St. J ims". Win.'lors~ Bil l 
Williamson, 87 pts; Jeck Wood, 80; t!olli o Alli son , 70. 

After re.froahmente tTro rondinge by Gerry ttnd n very auccooaful 
20 Question session . Thon to ,rind up mo Genor<'.l Kna;rlodge 
quizze s compiled by F,dgr..r Cr ook . 

It r1oa well pnst tho usup.1 hour rvhon tho pr.rty broko up, 
le aving on e mor o happy ovont t o bo onto rod up in tho records of 
t ho Northern O. B. B. C. 

Uerl moot .ing January 14t h. Alas one of thoao five \:rook 
intervals . 

HERBffiT LECKENBY, 
North ern Soction Corr oepondo nt. 

* * * * * * · * * * 
MIDLAND SECTION MEm'IllG, J:OV,l<!BER 28th 

Unf ortun at ely Wint or brings se~s c nablc ei lmonts and arising 
from th oso , npologioe woro roooi vod on bohr.lf of Mrs. Brorm, JI.re. 
Corb e tt, ,.nd Mr. Ingram . During other fonnnl busi ness 't7o no r o 
very pleased t o learn t hat our host, Mr. HMdl cy hl'.S just boon 
oloc tod a raer:1bor of Rotn.r y Intcrnnti onr.l and of fered him our honrty 
congratu l ations. 

\7o had just start ed one of &.rry Bros t or 's fi ne qui zz es \"(hon 
Mr. Ray Bonnett arrived , M.d l?8B r1olco mcd. During opening MnOW10C -

monts tho -r.rri tor hr.d r eferred to corroepondonco with Ur . Bennett 
uho had boon unabl e to visi t us for soma throo years, but now 
t.'ishod t o rojoin . 

The quiz c onsisted of th e Christirut nnmos of t\ volve ladies 
who figur e pr om.ine?J.tly in Rn.mil to n storios, nnd tre bed to link thorn 
up with tho r..pprop r iate mPJ.o chnrnoto r or chara ct ers. Suitably 
onough it WAS 11on by a lady, (Miss Rueeoll) . 

Aft er rof r oehmcn ts tho C P.t rtes so t nmong tho pigeons ~itb n 
vengeance by anothor terrific onslaugh t by Tr ons ur or 11orrn;,n on 
Hamil to n nd.mir ors, and really Norman menti onod rauch thp#t shou l d bo 
c oneidorod vory seri ously before cll\1.min g ilnmil t on as th o grea t e st 
~ b ool St ory \7l'i t or. 
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To discuss such ques tions is an importMt ro~son f or th e 
existenco of Old Boys 1 Book Clubs , as only bo sif ting end dis­
cussing ovidenco can such que stions bo sett l ed, if, indeed, thoy­
can bo aottlod ! It i s said th at Eton, Harror, nnd Rugby e.ro the 
throe l oa ding Public Schools, but old boys of, (say) , Chart er houso 
Hail cybury, nnd Vi'inch os tor would probab ly egroo more, out of polite 
ness thu.n renl conviction . 

Na.tur,llly, ther e n es an Rl'li ma:ted di scuss ion t'.fter this t elk . 
i. vory pertinent point ma.do was that tho Cl ubs r ep.lly or~·ed their 
cxistonco t o t he wor k of Charles Hamilton . .ta usual , ho,7evor , 
it t".fSB soon ti mo to go home i n a. hurry. 

EDr:J.RD Di. VEY. 

----o oOoo---

MERSEYSIDE SECTION I sundo;r , 11th Dec embor 

The festive spirit was preval ent at the Xmas mee ting as soon 
as t he members en t ered the suitably decorated Club Room at 
Waterloo House . It was pl eas ing to see Mr .. Bar tl ett and John 
Burk.o afte r long absences . 

We wer e soon rockin g with l aughte r at the en tri es fo r the 
Humorous Press Content - but t1e did miss Harry ~itzer ' s entry , 
a bed cold prevent i ng him bein g prceo nt , and !Torm.an Pragnell was 
similarly indisposed . Bi ll Horton ' s pa.ra dy on " Softly" (whic h 
be sung for us) wee adjudged the winner and Georg e Ril ey ' s sho rt 
and snap py verses won tho sec ond prizo. A "eurnames 11 quiz 
fo l lor1ed, end Eric Col dr;ell proved an eesy t1inner, the second 
pr ize go in g to J . Burke . It wes a plea.sing eight t o sec Mrs. 
Webst er , Ii th teA. and mince pies at r c f roshmont timo ( thoro -rrer e 
non e l eft I ma:r ode!). l.f t er tho internal Jim P.e.lsh a skod us to 
giV'c th e location of tho ne xt Xmr.s Seri es (nasuming r,c r,e r e Frenk 
Rich ... .rd s Md hR.Cl boon cotrrnissio nod to wri to sarno ). 5\71 t:z.orland 
an d CP.nr.da seemed to find fc.vour. 

Tho meet ing 1"rminatod la tor than usual with a toas t ( not in 
ginge r pop ) to our President and "Abson t .Frionde 11• 

Noxt Moot ing , Sllnde;y, Je.nuar:r 15th (NEW YEAR'S PARTY) 6 . 30 p . m. 
Club Library 6. 0 p . m. 

YAN.PED t o c ompl ete col l ect i ons; 11Triwnpha 11 Noa. 1 - 190 ; 
"Chlll!lpions" 1-350. R. J. l!cC/.RTHY, =s , AUG.i.THELLA, 

QUEENSLAND, /iUSTRJ.LIA. 
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WAflTED URGENTLY, Knock Out Comio. Ally numbers f rom 672 t o 713 
inc l usive , 716, 719 and 770 to 825 incl usive. Must be in first-
cla s s condit i on . L. Pi,CKU."11, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAffi' DULl"ICH, 
LONDON, S. E. 22 . 

"W ... GNEI'S iJlD GEXS WlJfTED11 Whol e collecti ons bought . Send me 
you r lists of unwan t ed copies and pr ic o. LI TVIJ<, 70 CP.,'..'ll'ORD 
~VE!IUE, ASHFORD, MIDDLESl::X. (;.s hf ord lliddx. 3609 ) 

Vi i.JI TED: }ia.gnets , Gems and s. o.L. 1 a in large quantities . 
:new Member starting f rom more or l e es I r ock 
bot t om' 
Details to ;- NORH;i.N i?'ADHJJl, 11LDmISFl.Rh'E11, 

9 SUNDERLi.NlJ ROAD, l!EWORTH, GATES!lE.\D 10 , 
COUJ1TY DUR!~ . 

******'**************************,11-!H-********* .. ***************"***"** 

By Jac k :,ood , llosta1V1 3281 Stoc kton Lan e , York. 

lrew Year is t.l r,1eys e time f or reminiscenc e , and pe rhaps no-one 
ie mor e inter e sted in th s past than t hose of us who be l ong to ;-:hat 
has been so aptl y called tho Bro t l:.erhood of the Happy Hours . There­
fore, in ,-,ishing All Old Fra.nciecMs a Happy and Pro sperous New 
Year, I f e e l th at in our firs t articl e f or 1956 we Cllll have nothing 
betto r than a fino l y nos t algic work from t ho pen of that etsu.nch 
member of our JJ.ma M."'.t er , Jim Cook, uho discuss e s ono of fil"'"'Y 
Sen.rl ee Brooks ' a fine et cha..rnct ers . ...... ... .. 
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EZR;. QUIRKE 

!~en I bognn r es.din g this serio s for perhaps the third ti mo in 
my l ifo I triod t o mini mise t he enthusiasm that gripped me years 
neo by l ooking nt tho thing squar ol y !111d sensibly . 

Here wo.s I, 48 nex t bi rt hday, soured by the har sh b.Md of t i me, 
81ld in fini toly more Pf'!.l'ticul ar in my se l ectio n of lo isur e Md in­
t er oat , A.bout to we.do through oight musty ol d books mint ed ps1o.y be.cl 
in 1925, whose binder stP.ples had easten t hrough the p?.ges with 
rust l\nd thre at en ed to dovo l ve Nol so n Loo and R.11 tho boys of St. 
FrP.nks to dust ,,nd ashes -- hor o was I , chal.lon gi ng a conviction 
borno of corrmon sense that those old ya.mo coul d novo r r ecap tur e 
that glorious ndv enturo of m:, you t h - cou l d nevor .a.gt.in ti o me to 
thei r pp.gos or keep me from t ho sunshine . 

I lo oked at th o first of the s eri es entit led 11Tbe Schoo lb oy 
Magic ian" whor e a moat pec uli ar and lugubrius boy on t he cove r 
stared at me. Exotic statuary cast shadc,,;-1s from an oil lamp and 
a white owl perched on his shoulder defied a th ough t t hat had en -
t ered my mi nd. It was that perhaps tho artist had go t confused 
by the weird char ac t or he I s croe.tod , or maybe it \7BO that: l ooking 
a t Qui r ke I to o t ·:,as s eeing thir.gs. 

I had not soon this pa rt icular book :for at l ea st 15 years. 
However, I soon got do.·m to r ealities and e xplo red inside . The 
frontispiece is by !h Jonest and is a fine illustrat i on of t ho 
pr efect Kenmor e stricken tfi th blindness. But t he small printin g 
which is, I th i nk, of th e type cnl l ed di amond , brought mo up m t h 
a je rk. 

It r1as easy to read i n my yowiger day o - na1 it was doubtful 
whet her I could stan d th e strain , and ano t her thing it rtas all 
dead and gone, defun c t and of no co nsequence . Nothing that one 
could tnll: a.bout in one 's immediate circle. But I glan ced agai n -
"The win d bowled and moaned ro\Uld St. Franks with a steadily i n­
creasing force - - It was a wil d Octobe r night -- - th e gale was 
meeping in fro m tho Chnnne l -

"The famous ol d solx>ol ws.s aslee p---" 
I really should not read this - it was all s o ooay and 

noatal gic • • • • bu t what if t here ie a ga le bl owing at St . Fr ank' s ? 
I hesi t at ed . Those chestnut tree s i n t he Triangle would almost 
be b3.l"e in the morn in g , they were ge ner all y ao after one of theso 
gale s . 
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" • •• a '7affll glor, sbQ.·1ed in th o Headmaster ' e pri vate residence •• 

but that was a lon g way off •• ieola t f'd from th e sch ool proper ••• " 

I hesitatod once more, and he n ho heeit:i.tes ia lost, once again 

the Nelson Lee Libra ry had.., in it ' s grip . 
Noo I defy anybody who ie of nor mal 1:1..!'.Y..e not to expe rien ce a 

similar mental tug of uar such RB occur s nhcn goi ng throueh these 

ol d at ori oa . 
Jaaturit y of mind should b r eak up the picture freJned in our 

you th, and man• a estate i a e point r eached by o. eeri lls of painf"ul 

bu t nev e rth e l ess helpfu l episodic r evelations onlculated to banish 

the fli Losy r,ob -tr ap of sec uri ty thnt youth enjoys . Thnt is a 

logical summing-up of boy • e tra.nsi tion to J!P.n. 

But visiting St . Fro.nk ' • r.i;ain and age.in is a departure frcm 

the sc bemoa laid dorm by the CreP.t PltJ1ncrs . Even thoy CP.11 be 

chea t ed. Ae a boy I marv elle d at t he adwn turee r ecorded in 

Pr es t er Jo hn , l.!ertin Rattlor , Corr.l Island , etc . , but todey they 

have outgro, ·m their r.elcooo . To oo that c l r~ss of fiction stays 

cont empor,u-y t o its ju venile C".dmircr s . J ohn Buchan novcr described 

o galo li ko o l d Ed1,y Scar les ilro oks . Ball r.nt)'lle ' s id ea of n 

tropicAl island T"ms soon foraot t en r.f t or r or.ding one by Brooks . 

Ther e was never so uniq ue a charact er like Ezra Quir ke ti ll E.S . B. 

i n vented him . ~j rks even o.rri ved at St . Frank 's in a gale . At 

lea st as f a r ne Nipper &: Co. c an da t o hi s d ebut . 

The y wer e t1atc hi ng a. str ange r from their bod ro oo window and he 

appe ar ed to thet".t as a boy --- 11P.e •.1as ettirod in a cu:-ious cloak 

and ,,o re no ha t. llis long hc.ir was r.a.ving ueirdly in t he r:in d, and 

hi s '7bite faco looked utt ar ly ghostly • •• • " 
Ono moment the rd nd \·1ae rushing po.et th o Ancient Houso i n a 

bois tero us flurry of e ner gy t r:i th th e rush cr.zno th e sound of e 

so r ecm. Something 1.n.s flut t ering in the air, hoverinc over thl\ t 

opectrnl figu r e in the groundo . It looked lik o r. gigantic b~t . 

Then ,,1th n S\'700P it drop ped , nnd perched its e lf on tho boy 's 

ahouldcr . 
Ln.tor on ao c.ro to ~ssociete t his long-ea.m od oul ne ~irke I s 

Fa,:;ili e.r . 
Spi r i t u,.lis1n , so rcer y Md m t cbc r e.ft abound th ro ughout this 

scrios and str ict l y spccl<ing must b,ivo been unhen l t hil;· in t or e sting 

t o ue boys, el though th ere is such a fo.:is t of comedy Md laughter 

inte rs pe r sed that r.o survivo the or.l etu . 
It r:oul d not be fnir t o put dorm vorb:i tim the cpisodo of th o 

oolce of ao~p \'l'hich new out o_f Church I e hand nnd tu ckod 1 tael t 
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undcr .A:rchio' s l oft foot. Th~t seeno must be rorid from the 
st or y l'nd not taken out of it' e oontoxt . 

The edi torinl begi.rming th o Ezri'. Quirke series st r.tes ; "The 
sorioe "Will undoubt odly rank: a.s t he finest t}let has over florrn d 
from tho facil e pon of tho i l lustr i ous AUthor ••• me.gi0-, m;ystor y , 
humour , sport o.nd detective ad ven t uro are a l l roproaontod in their 
t ur n, but tho contrP.l figur e, tho mysterious Ezr e. Quirke , is ol­
-;:aye l urking in tha b.n.ckground ••• al-::-aye lurking aomowhoro noar , 
and by his ongico. l poucra performing atro.nga r.ondors that influence 
tho lrholo course of ovonte nt St . hP.nks during this mcmorR.ble 
tin t or term . 11 

ilell, I' m not d.isagreeit. :. ?.1. th that, bu t one '?/Onders and 
marvels hou a cheap boy' a per i odical t'las bonot:.red rri.th ruch e. 
masterpiece of fict i on. A gr oat a.moW1t of herd uork and research 
must have gone into the makin g, for behind the schoolboy express ­
ions e.nd comic relief ther e is e.n F.dgar All e..t1 Poe ctmosphere in 
the b t'.ckground tihich I suppose sho uldntt bo there •• • • but th e re it 
r."as and th e Censor r1asn I t lookin g . That is if t hey he.ve such a 
thin g es Censor at Fleeimey Rouse . 

At times one is te mpted t o look over one I s shou l der when 
r eadin g of a BOPJlCe . ill t he tre._ppings of spiritualism sro 
there . Reed hor, Study 20 (~ i rke' •) was fitted out . "It 
we.an' t ble.ck as everybody hP.d sup,posed; there uore shaded l i ghts -
soft, mysterious and hidden. No n indO't'! could be seon t no t:al l s, 
no firo - placo. Al l a.round ;vere mysterious hpnginga of somo dark 
llll\teri!\l. (Thia, mind you, e schoo l boy's study) . 

"And Ezrto. ~ir ke himself WAS sitting in th o ve r y cantro , 
obli vi oue of th3 juniors in the door.vay I unc onsd,oua of tho or nsh 
t hnt had a.nnounco d thoir P.rrival". Ilia oyos uoro y,ida open but 
be appoarod to bo in eomo so rt of trance . In fron t of him st (Jod 
a quaint ~oorish et ool. And on this r.rae a bi g glenming globe -
n crystP.l. Ezr P. Quirke v.o.s eta.r i ng int o i t l"li th a fixed intense 
ga.zo .. }--lc;st extraordinary- of a l l, a b i g m,l was perc hed upon his 
shoulder - a strp..nge creature with l ong enra and greet un bl inking 
eyes . The air of the study was slightly perfumed . 

No more dremP.tic acen e could hnve been discovered in s. juni or 
schoolb oy ' s study.. It Wl\S so Wlexpected, too , so ebsolutely 
bizarre and unbslieva b lo. Griffiths breathes that Quirke is mad. 
llipper e.ssorts ~irke is a. c r ank . Anllstron g deo l ru-oa thot 
Kenmore r.s lioP.d Boy of tho House sho uld b o no t ifod . When Koru?>Ore 
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nrri ve s ho i s aghast e.t who.t he sooe . But his bu l lying nature 
comes to tho fore. And using his cano and gr abbing Quirks by tho 
should e r ho shook him violently . This doesn' t pu l l him out of hia 
oate.leptic condition Md finally Kenmor e is go,.dod by Quirke • s con ­
tinu ed defiance f\.!ld fl.a.ye him :remorselessly with his car.~. 

Grasping Quirk e by t he shoulders Keruoor e swing him round, and 
hurled him t hrough the study doorway vri th trer,endous fo rc e - IOlOh 

f or ce, indeed, that Ezra. Quirke cri,shed into two or three of the 
watching j uni ors, and they collapsed int o a her~P • 

AB Jn ck Grey snys "The re' s something about the chap - I 
ca.n1 t quite ex plain. I t may be imP..8inP.tion, of course, but I went 
all shive rin g when I "78 S nea.r him. He ' s like some bleseod sp ook. 
Hie ve r y ri.ppearance is enough to scare you . 11 

That migh t sum up Ezrn Quirke. But there's more to it than 
t ha t. Out of the welter of w"itcbcr aft , sp ir i tu a li sm, necromancy , 
plot and counter-plot, Professor Tucker comes into the picture . 
He ha.a produced a stupendous inv ontion, a strang e apparatus which 
1e capable of curi ng acy human ill almost "ithin a f ew minutes • 
.Now t his is rath er a c oincidence but tho writer read the following 
ennoW1oement i n the Press simul tan eouely 11Tb.era ie a for ecast of 
developments in the human brain t o extend our power beyo nd present 
imagin a ti on" (London Evening News. 31. 10. 55 ). 

This mire.ale, thi s plyv,ood panaco c. is suspect t o the reader n t 
t he outs e t. Though for sheer bet1ild arm ent i t takes some be ating. 
Cne i s sorely tem pt ed to pry into tho last book o:f t he series in 
advance for the exp lsn ation . Foll O\-:ing this appa r ently irrele­
vant incident wi t h t he Professor, the Hon .. Douglr. s Singleton enters 
the mr.in tbom e. And it is hero that the whole ele.bore te eoherno is 
begun. 

It is surpriein & her, l it t le items of St . FrMk' s l ore keep 
popping out of these ynrns . For i nstn.nce , I !!.l!I remind ed tha.t 
Si ng l e t on hns a fath e r al though nhen he camo t o st . Franks and 
thr ow hi s f ortune may - he even boU,B'ht a school - I t."tl.B under the 
impress i on i t was his guard.iAJ'l \7bO ca.mo to see him in hie di stres s. 

TO BE COh'TillUED NEXT !.!Oh'TH 

IV.AliTED: ChMJpion Lib r :,ry , nl so for E:tchr.ng<t. Boye Friend 
Li br aries rrelcomod. PRICI:, Grocer, 22 r:ORTHDClwll ROAD, 
MARGATE, KDiT. 

YORK DUPLICATING SiRVICES, 7, THE SllAl.!BLES, YORK. Tel t 25148. 


