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3rom the [ditor's Gha1r 
BllL LOFTS FCU1ID IT ! You' ll remember th at last month we pub li she d 
a l e tter fro m llr • .J .L . Mcfuff ask ing ii' \'le coul d help him trace 
a stor y of hie uhich ap pear ed i n one of the Thomson papers in , ho 
thou ght, 1934 . Well , that 1788 j u at up Bi ll' s street . He so t 
t o work in tho British Musoum and waded t h r ough oll th o Thoms on 
papers fo r 1934 cti th ou t resul t . llothin g dauntod be started on 
1935 end at l ong l ast ca.me across it in th e Rovar !io. 672, March 
2nd, 1935 . As I ' ve s aid befo re, a r eel stick er, Bill . 

And now to g ive it a perfect ending, it onl y r emains f or one 
of you to supply !Jr . i.icDuff m th a copy of th e Rover llo. 67 2. n 
could be sent e i tho r to hi m, or t o Bill Lof t s . 

*************** 
A BOYS' AUTHOR AND "ANS.-IERS": Las t month I menti one d t he seri als 
.John {David) Goodwin wrote for "Answer s " . now t he othe r d ay 
quite by chance I pi cked up a cop;r of t hat pe.per da t od Octob er 
22n d, 1910 . In it 17ae an annow:.cement th a t ono of those aerials 
"Blackmail! 11 had bee n made into a play under the title 11Trackod 
by Wirol e ss" . This , in pert, we.a tthat u e.s said . e,bout i t : 

"Y.'ritten by an ardent sea-gipsy , it used t o e.rrivo in 
B:>uver io Stree t ecre.u l od on all BQ[" ts o f queac" scraps 
of pape r , by all so rts of messenge r s mid fro m all corn ers 
of t ho Th,unos estuary and the East Coast. Chepte r a:fter 
c hapt er, in any sort o f ord or r7ee br ought int o th e off i co 
by bargeos who ha d had it pitched into th e ir cr aft , 
weighted t'Tith ha lf-c roon dolive r y fo o s ; by rsil '1ay-port er s, 
who had roc oi vod i t from the dri ve rs of f ish special s J by 
Thamea pil ots , or by l ongsh ore loaf orzs from ~Vappin g ,, 11 

Wol l , though the author 's name was not menti oned , that ee s ­
gipay wes our David Goodwin all ri ght . For hie homo was on tho 
Jlorfolk Broads, ho owned his own yecht being qui to well o ff, e.,d 
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spent his dS3"s cruising about the Jlorth Soa and tho Themes Eatuary 
end writing stirring y!'..rns for boys ' as well as adult storios. 
ks a r es ult, boys .mo roe.d the Boye Friend and its cor.ipanions in 
the ear ly yoa.rs of the century ~~cro thrilled by ye.ms liko "The 
Boy BargaO":mers ", "Gunfloot Jim" , "The Socrot of the Thar:ies", and 
"Dave, tho Bar gobo:, 11

• 

I v;cl l r emember hO\r, some yea.rs letor, 't'lhon I was correspond ­
ing m th David Goodwin he sent me a copy of one of his books in 
st i ff cove rs , entitl ed 11Tho House of Uarney". Remarke d he '7ith 
a. chuckl e , 11This is r eally one of my old 1 bloods 1

, 
11Davo tho Bargo-

boy" \Vhioh I vrrotG for the nBoys Realm 11
• 

ilark ing back to the ploy "Track e d by Wirolvss 11
, 

11Answersu 
seid 1t would bo played in ovory corner of tho United Kingdom and 
ua.a appearing that week a.t tho Shakospcaro Theatre , Clapham Junction . 
I wonder if it rec eive d as much applause as did tho sto ri os ho 
wrote f or boys in those days of long ago . 

* * * * * * * 
.Tho "Annual SUbe. " Ser ial• Ale.a , c.nd 11.leck! thoro 1 a sti l l 

ten t o come. 
Yours disappointedly , 

i!ERBEllT LECKElIBY • 

...... ************I I I 111111 I I II I "~*****II I I I I I I I I II I 1 111 I I I l I I I ll I I 

EL~J(J~V~ 
Conducted by J OSEPHWE PACKlliu'1 

27 1 lll'Cbde.le Road, ;:,,st fuluich 1 London , S. E.22 , 

During the po.st fer.r ueek a I hcve rccoivcd some exc ellent 
articles, added t o which thero aro one or tm, more on th e r1ey from 
overse as. It is, therefore, r:i th the greatest satisfaction and 
ploRsur e th at I announce th o f orthcoming main Blskiana fOBturo in 
tho next tbroo issues of tho c. Dige st , They aro all •full-
lengt h• e.nd 1'111 appear in tho foll<m.ng ordor , -

"So.rton Dlnke, ~ksman" by w.T. Thurbon 
"Uho Was Lady l!o l l y? 11 by 7-al tor P.obb 
"Turn Back the Clock" by E, V. Copomen 

J...s for those ' on the v,p.y", one is by lfr . Copeman o.nd tho 



othor by Victor Colby . 
noxt month. 

I hopo to announc o th e ti tlos of the so 

It is so nico t o roc oi vo such fine llI'ticle e ........ I nm really 
boginning t o f ee l th a t my ef forts in co nductin g Bl clcion a aro no t 
in vain! 

No ono can hope t o pl oese .!!!!. of you all t ho tic,o, but I am 
qui to sur e that during th e n ext foTt months th o majority will bo 
ploae ed with th o •bill of fare •. 

Further t o my comment l as t month on th o covers of tho roc ont 
S. B. Li bs ., I am givon to understan d thst th e Dli-tor of the S. B.L. 
died las t yoar (h avi ng bee n in harness in thet capaeity since th e 
begi nning of th o s.B . L. in 1915), and t!lat a youn g men bee •t aken 
ove r 1 • Thie young D1itor •s ideas arc undoubtodly cor r ect as r e ­
gards the c.tt raction of t ho 'modern I cover - f or t he typ o of 
litor ature one expect a 1 t to grace, but for tho so who, lik e rn,ysal f, 
buy the S.B . L. for th o purposa of ro nding tho •straight• dotoctivo 
a.dvonturos of Blake and Tinke r, this is no nt traetion. This of 
co urs e is only .!!!Y: opinion, snd I ehnl l bo ploasod if you will l e t 
mo have yours . 

THE BEST - AllD THE WORST 

by W. H. Coodhe ed 
COJiCLUSION 

l!osnv,til c , tho senoational snd romantic story of t ho o ver-­
throw of l'.ing Karl and bis villainous henchmen bed captured tho 
imagination of all Dlgland , and Blake end hi o colleagues were given 
e. semi-<>ff1 cial r ece~tion at t ho Savoy . 

SUddonly, hoc,evcr , the cup of triumph wa.e da shed fro m Blake I s 
lip s in a dram a.tic 1!!8l'l11or. At Drixt on priscn, to <7hich Kar l bad 
boon te.kcn for incarcora tion pending hi s trial, with t ho aid of 
a •mystorioua bluo phial ' , bad eta.go d a phonoy suicide. Tho 
pri so n docto r - Scar l atti in dis BUiso - t ook advlllltag o of tho 
tomporary confusion "to tbrot:1 a co uplo of gos bombs into the room , 
snd a squ e.d of os cape expor ts spe ciel ly trdnod for the even t 
whippe d tho Ace t1m,;r in a f llke Flying Squad c ar . l'li th him, of 
c our so , 170nt $or.loon and Lou Ta.rrellt . 

The nou s that the Aco ~as once moro at largo camo na s shock 
t o EnglMd's l arr-sbiding citizens. Bl ake, h0\1over , who "'as re -
cognise d by bo t h t he pub lic and t he euthori ties es th e only person 
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capable of bringi ng 1-arl to o. finc'\ l reckon in g , refused to pr:i.nio, 
pr efe rring to wni t for the Aco to show his ha.rd. He hP.d not long 
to -r1ai t. 

Kar l• e fear and lu,tred of Blnlce had by this time begwi to 
des t ory his r ea sonin g power s , and bis desire for vengannce ncm 
bec ame en ob se ss i on . Some oxci ting even ts soon trMspired. Then, 
in a l11Bt flin g , Samson and. Scarlatti t1ore k i ll ed , ,ohilst Tink e r 
was kidnnppod and he ld by Karl po r sonal ly - in an p.t temp t t o force 
BlP.ke int o c. compromise, whe r eb y the Ace could meke his getl!t'l'ny . 
Dut Blake ros e t o the occas io n and bro adCRst t he f ol louing messa,ae 
to the nat i on , "Sext on BlP.k:e continues hi s nppointed task , be 
th e consequ e nci e s r1hn.t thoy ma,y11

• 

The l ad ' s pre dicamont now becAJ?1e a na st y one. Not only ua.s 
he e tr l\pp od t o en exact work in g r oplic o. of t he e l ect ric cheir 
f rom th o Si ng Si, 1g death cell, but hie captor to ok a ghoulish 
deli gh t in pointing out to him a large vat of hydrochloric aeicl. 
in r1hich ha intend ed to dissolve his bod y after electrocution . 
Karl was obv i ous l y suffering from acute mego.lo mani n, and t:'as ba ­
havin g lik e a cor.ibi na tion of Fu Manchu and th a villi an in a nine­
t ccnth-c cntc.ry mel odrama . 

lfor.icsis , however, ,, ns slou ly but surely ove rt E1.kin g the ~ce , 
and t h o n et ua s tight en in g a.round him fo"!' th o last time. Bl ake 
and his pnrt y wer e nor! in f ull cry , n.nd eventually boca.me inf ormed 
of th o ';'"lh.crcabo uts of th o lwo . Thus , before Kr.rl could comple t e 
hi e plan of escape fro m England to so ok fresh fiel ds "broa d -
c.nd also electrocute Tinker and gi vo him hi s vitriolic bath -
Blake burst in lik e nn avenging angel . The sigh t of tho detective 
once more st andin g be t\·teen him r.nd fr eed.om finally cracked t ho 
nerve of t ho no'7 compl e t el y sha tter ed Aco rlho, mouthing in co heron1 
t hrea ts nnd pleas, sav ed e ver yone a l ot of unn ecessary tr ouble by 
fe.llin g beclmards int o his o,m vat of hydrochloric aeid . 

That , r.t lon g last, was the e nd of t ho Doubl e Four . Nothi n g 
non- r emained 1:o bo do ne o:xcopt, as Sbak ospo ar o hes it: "Call th o 
field to rest and l ets 1r47ey, to par t tho glori e s of this hnppy day 11 • 

The f in al crushing of t ho Doubl e Four "'e• ce l ebrated by a 
royal reception f ollowed by P.. c i vie one . Trro remar ks otu1 sor ve 
ss n fger.ell end a summing- up reepoot i vcly; ono by Ruff Hanson 
who , over come by the si ght of t he Lord ;.t.oyor in hi s full r ogalia, 
we.s moved to r emark: "Dunt mo, if I rras •nt an Amoric l'.n citizen 
I I d tnsh to be a Briti s h subjec t" , and t he other by Bl ake who, 

.!~~a trium_p_b_ over th e Doµblo Four was r efe rred to as tho 
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biggest coup of the century , romarkod some-what uncharaot erietical l y 
that i t wao only becaus o it was th e biggest he ht.cl over t ackl ed . 

Al l thia took plaoo wa;y back in 1927, boforo the moronic 
i nfilt rati on of th e so ul.-docdenin g ' c omics ', l"1hon Blake l"1as iD. 
hie heyday Md reading wao a pleaouro . !luch t1at or ha s fior,od 
under many bridges einco th en, and stan dard s of behaviour , educa­
ti on &nd 11 t oraoy havo change d considerably, chiofly for t ho 
wo:so. Lot Bl ako , Splnoh Pago , Ruff H&nson, Knr l and tho ro ot 
of the act ors in the story of th e Double Four rema in as frosh as 
ove r in my memory . Compari sons ar e not ori ous l y odious, but ,,ha t 
juve nile 11 t ornturo o f today r.ill bo r oad or ove n r emomborod with 
ploos ur e a q~rter of a con tury f r om no..? 

Onco o.gpj.n, t o misq uot e Shakee pelU'a i "Tho ol des t hath aeon 
most . You that a.re young shell n ovo r s ee s o rm.ich or 11 ve so 
long" . 

UJIIO!I JACK TITLES - YEAR 1920 (JANUARY - JU11E) 
llo. 847 The Loaguo of t ho Cobbler ' s Le.et, . (Zenit h ) 

" 848 Keotre l ' o Gr eat Bluf f (Kestrel) 
" 849 Tinker ' e Lone Hand 
" 850 Tho Caso of the Criminal Soiontis t 
" 851 The Foroot of Ghosts (Los el y) . 
" 852 Double - Crossed (Nantucket) 
" 853 The V eni shod Australian 
" 854 Tho End of the Trail 
" 655 Tho Caso of the Rival Promotor e (Plu.acer) 
" 856 Tho Beggars ' Hot ol (Zenit h) 
" 857 The M;ys to ry of tho S. s. Olympia 
" 858 Tho Informer { Crim , Con. ) ........ -· 
" 859 Tho Mystery of tho Gnarled Oak {Lee) 
" 86 0 Tho Hidden !!eedqu artors { Crim , Con. ) 
" 1!61 The Str ange Caso of the Clyde :Emeralds 
11 362 Tink or ' e Big Ce.no 
" 863 Tho Cargo Sto &lere (The U-tl) ........... ...•.• .. 
" 864 Tho Danco of Dieae t or {Kost r ol) 

. J.. Slcene. 
L. Jack eon . 
C.llaytcr . 
R • Murr a;y • 
C, Haytor , 
A.Murr....-. 
w. Gra,ydo n . 

_R. lt.l=ay • 
..... _ J.l. Osborne . 

A. Ske ne . 
R, Murrq , 
R. 1rurr a.Y • 
E. S. Brooka . 
R. llur ra;y . 
s . Gor don. 
E. $.Brooks , 
,\.l.lurr....- . 

' 865 Tho Oluo of tho Groe n Stain . (l7ddo) ...... . 
L. Jack son. 
E. s . Broo ka . 
c. Heyto r . " 866 Tho llerley Fann l.l;yst ory (Losoly & Lobangu ) 

• 867 Tho Five Cluos (Zen ith ) 
" 868 The !f <m Pr es i dent ( Crim, Con . ) 
11 8§9 Dirk Doll and' o Dil omr:m, (Cr1 m Con, ,L_ _ _ __ _.n., ... J.:\llT_..,.11,_v.._. __ 

A, Skone . 
. ·- ·. R. Murray . 
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No. 870 Tho 11,yater y of th e 9. 12 Expr e ss (Loo ). .. . ...... .. E.S. J!rooka. 
" 871 Tho Caso of tho Four Statues (Zen ith ) .... .. .... J...Skene. 
" 872 The Cl uo of t ho Golden Hair. 

(Number 847 is dated 3 Jcnuo.ry 192 0 , and number 872 is dat ed 
26 Juno 1920 . ) 

The titl es fo r July to Docombor 1920 ,vill IJ!)pear next month . 
(Coll ector s' Digest, Lia.Y 1956 . ) 

**** .... ******* 
J!RILLIA!lT J!LAJ(E 

(Momorio s of a Vert or an Roador) 
by DICK MILTON 

I mny cla i m, ui th out undue ogo tis r.i, t o b e tho ~ r oad.er 
of "Union Jac k 11• In 1894 , I, nge d 12, purcha.sod t he ini tial 
nu.mbor for t ho modost swn of one halfpa.nn y . Tho sto r y , 11Tho 
Si lver 1.xrorl'', <r;as by Paul Herr i ng , and hol d me fa scinate d , and I 
de t ermined, a t al l cost s, to s ecure the second number . This 
de s erve s speci al montion , for it introduce d to the rea.ding public 
t he nou r:orld - farnous do t ec ti vo , SEXTON BLAKE. Tho SJOceedi.ng 
st ori e s \1Cr e mostl y nnrrr.tives of th o g0ld f io lds and the Wild Wos t, 
vividly writt en by popular nuthors of t he period : Harry Blyt h, 
!.lamo ll Scot t, John G. Rom , Alo e Pears on, Horbert lia=o ll, Cl.sudo 
Hcothcote , Shau Rae, EonrJ st . J ohn , John Colli or and ot her s. 
Tho Blake yp.rns woro gcno r ally eMdfil Ohod botrroon those stirr in g 
t akoa of adventure in various parts of t ho wor ld , end won golden 
opin i ons, Mr. Shaw Re.o being re sponsible for some of t ho most 
dramatic and cleve r stories in t ho s er ies . 

J\.ft or a \7hi l o , soriol toles wcr o i ntr oduced, one of tho most 
grip pin g boing 11Shador,od and Haunt ed", in r,hich t ho famous sleu t h 
sh ono cons pi cuously. In eub eoquc nt ye ar s a rival t o Blak e appe ar ed 
in th o s hape of Uoleon Lee, by !~ro ll Scott , and, it '7as acknow ­
l edgod , a mo.re for mi dable opponent th?Jl t ho l att er detective, it 
was difficult to i msginc . Feck after week I, and oth er onthus­
i ae tic r ead.ore , revell ed in t ho adventures of tho s e WO sp ecie.l ­
i sts in oriroo. They wor e ccc. ty molodrl!tlDas, eorvud up with san -
gui nary sauce , for our dolocte. ti on . I dine d upon thorn ovar y wook , 
end, be li ovo mo, I found t hem vary appetising. Mw::i:ohing meale 
to 11&1.lrder". 

Slightly older thAn th o "Uni on Jack " tho r o t"faS t ho 11J!arvol 11
, 

nlso pri co . one ha.lf,: onny. ThroE8!1 its p~!3B r an a Blak e se ri a l -
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11King of Detec t ives". The immediate success of th ese ~ books 
tempted the entorprising publishers t o launch ovon a third upon 
th o markot, rmich up t o that time had beon inundate d m th trashy 
stuff of the ponny-drcad!'u l brand , but, neod lees to sa,y, this 
first class t r io of papors, tho 11U. J . ", "Marve l " a.nd 11Pl uck 11

, very 
soon drove th ose " horribloo" from tho field . 

Ji further fillip wae giv en to "Union Jack" uhen appee.red 
abridged vorsions of tho standard ,;o r ks: Dick en s, Scott, 
Ainsworth , Lyt t on, Msrryat, Coo~r, Cockton, Blnckmore - all war o 
inc l uded in the classical menu di shed up f or th o critic al pal a.tee 
of its readers . Jlnd, besides stories by tho immortals , wu vtoro 
given f oa ts of fic tion from the pens of Such ab l o- ,-,ri tors as 
ChE>rl es Hamilton , Captain Eric Br=, Wal.tor Everard, Sydnoy 
Warwick, Edwin Woo t on, .J.rthur .Ap!Jlin, end, e,bovo all , E. Harcour t 
Burrage, whoso 111rom Tartar" ond "Le..mbs of Littlocote 11 havo do­
li ghtod millions of boys ( and girls) who , in th ei r oarly da,ye , 
lookod upon this fin e and clovo r autho r as a. benof'ector . I 
class Burrn.go as No. l, as rogo.rds a caterer for youthfu l readers -
nothing obnoxious , but every line fit and proper, good -c:rholeeome 
tal es , which did credit to both publisher and Tiri ter . (11 Toast! 
Hero ' s to tho memory of E. Harcourt Burrage!} 

Tho noxt phP.BO in th e career of the doa.r old "U. J . 0 was whon 
th e price rose to a penny , then threo - halfponcc , and final l y to 
t.vop onco . By thet ti me the "Sexton Blako " yarns -,er e e xc l u s i vo 
to the pap er and , stran ge as it appears, throughout th o long 
sixty-odd yea.rs of changes of modes, fashions and manner s, the 
immortal dotective, "Brill i an t Blake ••, still holds m1ay over tho 
l overs of good., sound thrilling fiction and , ea uo hopo , wil l 
continua t o do while t he clever company of younger write r s carry 
on the tre.d.i t ions of th ei r great pr edecessors, who , ar1evr back in 
the halcyon days of our boyhood, the ' ninotios , a.nd ear l y tr:-entieth 
contury, sot the example by using their very best offorts in tho 
t"."Ork they did for tho papers and books t"lhioh specialised · in the 
King of Dete ctives - SEXTON BL.AKE! 

SCITOOL LIBRARL\N V'OOLD BE GRATEFUL FOR MAGNETS, GEMS, S, 0, L' S , 
c . D• a •• .ANNUALS, .ANY SUCH GC!lRESPONDEtiCE ;,'EI.COYED iJiD A!ISWERED, 
PLEASE HELP. ASHLEY, 23 1 liOONTJOY, BRIDPORT, 

••••••••••••••1u••••••••••••••••••• 
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COl!ICS CORifER 

The &.rly History of Comics 

Jly 17. O. G. Lofts 

To StlJ' .7hen the very first t ype of comic paper was i ssued i e 
very debatab l e . There ue r e papers published as lon g ago as 
"Comic Times" and "Comic lier:s" in 1847 , but thos e wer e not the 
comic pap ers ,ve a.re so f.ltliliar wit h, they c on taine d nearly a.11 
wri tton joke s , and occasio nally s i ngle cartoons . It r:as not 
unti l Soptombor 1883 , ,vhcn th e r:ol l known firm of James Henders on 
publ i shed a new t ype of hunmro us paper , t hat to my r:ri.nd r.as tho 
begi nnin g of th o comics . "Scrape" as t his non paper rras cal l ed , 
con t ai n ed certoo ns a.ml somotim ea severe. I sing l e pictures joined 
t ogether to fo r m a s hort story or a funny incid en t. 

This paper was so popu lar 1:i t h t ho public , that it was 
cxpoc t od that soon othe r firms v;oul d fo l lcx-; suit; ond in May 
1884 th e firm of Dazio l Bros . follO\":ed -;;i th "Ally Slopers Half -
holidey11 whic h of oourso had as its main comic ohnraate r the f ! 
r onovmed Ally Sloper. 

These papers it must bo admitted nere f or the genera l public, 
as wel l as perhaps for chi ldren, their huge success, can be s een 
by the latt er runnin g for 1,788 issu ee , t·then it r1as amalge.Iro.tod 
wi th 11London Lifo 11

• .By a strange contra.at Gilb ert Da.zic.l pub lis hed 
a compani on to the 11llnlf - Hol iday in 1899 er.titled 11A1ly Slopers 
Bnport h" which only ran f or one issue. 

1'he ,..,...,zi ng fo resig ht of Alf r ed Hsrmsr.-orth in 1890 Sa.17 the 
grea t possi bi li tie s of thi s t ype of pa.por, for in llay he pr oduced 
th e first of many comic papers for children pr ic od at {-d. en titled 
"Cornie Cuts 11

• This paper in fact t:' S.S boycot t ed by soco Nm.-sagents 
at th at t ime , becauso at th o l o,-: price of td· it was injuring t he 
Newsage nts trade ! Thi s di d not rrorry 1larms worth, becaus e it s 
success was so phenomenal that it wn.s making over £25, 000 a year 
profit ! A very interesting ann ouncemen t was me.de in t he 11th 
issue when it was stated that none othe r t han the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Gladston e) w" s one of t hei.r most ard ent r eaders ! 

Tha r iv al firm of Trappa Holmes & Co . vo r e quick to se e th e 
poss i bili ti es of this , and on the 12th of Ju ly, 1890 they issued 
"F\mny CUts 11 with a ve ry famous man es F.di t or , Gord on Phi ll ip - Hood, 
who wns noted f or his yearly comic .Annuals . "Hobb l er & Je rry" 



(~)~~~~~~~~~ 

wore the ma.in oomic cho.raotere , and this was th e pa.per in which 
qui to n l ot of Char l es Hamilton I s oarl;y work 1a to be found . Two 
weeks later Harm.worth r ot aliat ed o1 th "llluetratod Chips 11, but 
th e;y IIRlSt have f ound the Utle t oo long winded, as aft er oi x 
issues the)" shortened th e t itle t o 11Ch1pe 11

• ll,>.ny peopl e a.re undor 
the impression tha t V.ear;y Willie and Ti""1 Tim '7ere i n th e first 
isouo until th o last (2,99 7 1953) but in faot this f=us pair made 
their nppearanoe in May 1896, but were then calle d Wear;y Waddles 
and Ti.red Ti.mny. Theee naces i7oro oons id erod t oo l oJ18 to pro -
nounc e, and l ike t he previous title wore ohangod t o tho worl d 
faz:>ous Weary \i'illie e.nd Ti red Tim af t er a f= weeks. Tom Browno 
the creator of thom is r<vu!ei t o have said that the;y got on hio 
norv es, and handed thorn t o another artist aftor s short ,7hile . 
In ;year 1891 saw anot her four oomio pap ers issu ed with the titloa 
ot 11Scite" "Comic Pic torial Huggete" "Joker" and 11Joll7 Bits 11

, 

thoeo vere 8.11 of the same format of 0 Scr e.pe'' and by s:>mo col lect or e 
tho;y ar e not recognised as comics . 1892 • ..,. tho third of l!l!rma­
wrth _papers issued anti tl ed "Wonder11 whi l st Tre.pps Holmoe hnd 
th eir eeoond comic running with tho title of 11r.rorlds Comic", 
Hondor110ns hP.d "Comic Pictorial llu8geto" . Tho year of 1893 
SOO' only one now a...?Ti. val that bein g "Larks" another Gilbert Dazi el 
effort , this was later bou ght out b;y Trappa Holmos Ltd . 1894 also 
onl y OP.W one now comic onti tled 11Che.mpion Comic" t hi s wns a very 
poor aff air, and by so me stran g e r e naon they rover t ed "tho number ing 
back to number l again aftor 26 iasues . 

Comic Home Journal a,aa the onl;y non arrival for 1895, whils t 
189 6 pas s ed b;y ,n thout a n 91't comic on the boolceta lls. 

Too new e.rrivs .l s in 1897 were "Big Budget" and 11:N0\7 Joker'\ 
whil st th e l&et year in which ne\7 comics wore pu b lish ed before th e 
tum of th e ce ntury . 1898 produced no leas than seven new arrivals 
th e fi rst of the oe bro ke nev gro und in comic history :u, when 
"Col OU.red Comic II t'fas published in 1'a.,y of that year , i ta .tront cover 
was coloured, previous to thi s , all comic.a t'tero in black and nhi t.e 
on white or coloured paper. Tho tront pege colouring was not kept 
up fer lcl'l8 , and later was clrcpped a lt h01J8h tho;y still retained the 
title of "Coloured Comic". 

Charles Hamil ton did much uork for thes e papers "hich of cour ao 
alee contained short at ori o s (Trappe Holmes the main conce rn ) bu t 
it i a very interesting t o note that "Jokes" which was really the 
oon tinuation of "Joker " and nNw Joke r" was published by the 
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Greyfriar s Publishing Co. I have often wonder ed t1hetbe r Frank 
Richards firs t am this facous name whon he ,no t e hi s first s t ory 
about t his school in 1900 {not published wit il 1908 of course; 
in th e "Magne t") . "Pi c t orial Comic Life ", 11Monst cr Comic'', 
"Comic Bi ts" "Half-Pen ny Comic11 and 11Da.n Leno ' s Comic Journal", 
th e l at t er M attempt to boost sales by claiming it t;.tn,s editad by 
that femous comedian of that ti me Dan Leno, r;ore th e ot hers pub­
lished in that year . 

The s e r:ere the comics as . kna.vn publ ished until tho turn of the 
ce ntury . If I have not gi van many de tails of some regarding 
char acters, e tc. , I hope thet you wi ll excus e me, as one must make 
use of the spac e avai lable . Perhaps in futuro issues of th e C.D. 
I can give interestin g inforrnr.tion regardin g some of t he comic s 
well known t o us all , but that dep ende on space ave.ilable , 

.............. ********II I I I I I I I II I II I I If II I.I I ¥ I 111 1111 ............ ***'*'* ......... 
2 UNION JACKS 19 03- 5 (including Nos. 1, 2 , 7 f.3 ,1 0. 34 SURPRISE 
1 94- 1899, 50 -· 27 BOYS REl!Lli FO<JJ'IIALL LIB , 1909 - 1914 £2 , ~ 
~ 1895-1904 £5 , 48 DREA])!ICUGHTS 1912- 1914 f.5. 42 MARVELS 
1893 - 1903 £3 . 30 BOOKS FCR BAIRNS 189 6- 1904 f.4. 35 FIRST RATE & 
LAND & SEA £3 . 68 ,LDillE HALF HOLIDAY & CHEERFUL (Pre 1900 ) f.2. 
33 BOYS BEST PAPER 1911 - 1912 £2 . 48 MICXE'Y llOUSE 1941 - 2 £2. 25_ 
BOYS RE.\Ll!S ( 1902 - 1916) including No. I £5. 99 YOONG BllIT.ilL~S 
(inc l ud i ng !To. 1 ) £3. 21 CHAMPION LIB. 20/ -, 37 FOO!'BALL &. 
SPORTS LIB , 35/ -, ll ALDINE rilLD 11EST YARIIS 10/ 6. 11 DIXO!I IIAl'iKE 4d, 
15/ -. 22 DIXO!I BRETl'S 30/ - , 12 DEAmOOD DICK LIB , 15/ -. 10 RED 
~ 12/ 6. 22 TRUE BLUE 30/ - . 13 ALDWE DETECTIVE 30;::-:-io 
NUGGEJ' ld . LIB , 25/- . ADVrnTURES 1 O•s 30/-, 24 SCOUTS 1913-
1914 20/ -, 11 ROVERS (including 110. 1 15 - , 17 1i'lZ:,RllS (including 
No, 1) 20/ - . 8 SKIPPERS (includ i ng No. 1) 12/6. 0 DE'l'ECTIVE 
IIBEKLYS {including No, l ) 30/ - . 12 BLACK BESS LIB. incl uding No. 1 ) 
20/- , 12 HOTSPURS (1933) 10/6 . 60 PILOl'S £2 , 20 STARTLERS 15/ -. 
BOYS PICTCRIAL 1-24 , 20/ -, 1 SPORTS BUDGETS 20/ -, 45 THRILLERS £2 , 
60 IJODERN BOYS £2 , 46 BOYS l.!i.GAZHIE includin g Nos . 1- 13 ) 50/ '-. 
300 CHILDREN• S N&lSP.IJ>ER 1919- 192 5 {i ncl uding No. 1) 50/ - , ;.LL 
I T;;J\!S POSTAGE FREE, S. A. E, ( fo r de t ai l s) PLEASE. SATISF!,CTION 
c;;J,;R.UITEED, tJIY !Tai RESH!VED /,GAINST DEPOSI T. EXCHiJIGE 
SUGGl\'STIO!IS l'IELCCl.lED. {l.i/JlY TYPES OF PRE-17,IR MAGAZINES_ W,lNTED) 

T. L.Al.!BERT, 347 GERTRUDE ROAD, 
llORIVICH, 



HFJn1J1f on JF)fJFJ 
Compiled by P.erb er t Leckcnby 

TilOSE !.!YSTERIOOS "GI\EYH!HRS" LETTEllS1 Sinco last writing I 

have rec eived moro of these from llr. Prout, Jaek Dre.ko and Coker , 

Md Len Pockman has had a poet-card frol!I Gosling. I ha·ro a sus -

picion ,t hat not all of thoaG csme from the original japo r. 

Well , it W88 a good and clover log -pull at first , uut I think , 

and others agree with mo, that it would be a pity to spoil it by 

ploying it too long. I am eor r y, too, that !.r . Quelob has no1' 

revoeled himself so that we could •convo rso toeother• . .lftor al l 

he wont to a lot of trouble , but if I had not published the 

lette rs, ond I might not have dono, I don't quite se e what satia­

faction he e:i:pectod to got out of it. As I eaid the letters v10ro 

much enjoyod at a Northern O. B. B. C. (and later at a London one) so 

why not allow us to give credit whor e it is due, So don•t bo 

bashful • !.!r, Q.,elch •. 

Here•• a par . from the Eastern Provi.."lOe Horn.ld, South Africa , 

of Feb, 24th , 1956 (kindly sont by Charles van Renen) , It eP­

poared undor a big head-lino , "IT 1700LD BCRRIFY BILLY BUNTER", 

"To protect scb ooloh ildren ng&inst tho temptation of too many 

st79ets, the Tr11nsva&l Education Departl!!Ont baa f r amed net1 

rules for tuckshope at schools . 
Bi lly Bunter , the mythical fat boy of Groyfriars who 

habitually g orge d himself on cake, cream puffo, tarts and 

t offoo l'IOudl haTO boon horrified at the curbs being placed 

on his Tra."lsve.al countorpa.rts who have tho appotitoe of 

hungry bo rao s and for ubom the standard school de sks are 

too crampod. " 

1:Dd hero ' s another, J . L, !!anning in t ho SUnday Dispatch 

CClll!lonting on tho l!,C , C. apOt of bothar1 
11.At en:., rate, wbon he asked for wo.ter, he was given a 
bucketful . Vory funny in th e Remove at Greyfriars, but 

humiliating for a Parkistani Teet Umpiro, s en sitive that 

the pls;yere disliked hie decisions , " ...... 
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THE MAGIC <Ji' ROOKWOOD 

By Roger M, Jen ki ns 
Roolcr":ood is t he la.a t of Charles Ramil ton I s crea tion s nhioh 

never fails t o int er est me. It is true th at , co mpare d ':7i th Grey -
f r io.rs and St . Jim 1 s, it sooms r athe r t he Cinder ella of t he trio, 
dwar f ed by i ta eld er ( thou gh not ugl y) sisters , It i s als o true 
tha.t a number of disOrioinat i ng Hamilto ninn colloctors do n ot 
grep.tly care for th e \;"Orlc of 0;1en Conques t : ind eed ono groat 
aut hori t y once w.ggo st cd t o me t hat thoro rms an air o f unrcali ty 
a.bout th e school , o.nd. t hat ho cou l d ocarc c ly believe ove n no.. t hat 
tho Mngnot r.nd t ho Gem euthor cou l d hnvc b con responsib l e f or those 
at ori oe . Why \7a.a Roolcr."Ood so differe nt? \Toy i s i t novort he loas 
that most colleotor e find it so compl ete l y abso rbin g? f/hy tt os i t 
so successful? Let us s ec r.hothor an e.nnlyais of t he structur o 
of t ho sc hoo l wi l l pr ovid o us with th e n.nswors t o MY of tho s e 
questions . 

It is v1e ll known t he t P.:oo]q,ood was created in 1915 at t ho , c 
r~quost of ?.in t on t o revive t ho flag gin g Boya' Fri e nd \7hich hnd • • 
jus t c ome un der bis control . The Rook,.·1ood story oc cup iod about 
a quar t er of onch number , runnin g to about fo ur or fi vc c ~ pt er s 
i n l oan ya o.re and t o s eve n or e i ght in f et onoe . Her o nt once 
mey be seen why t ho Roakwood trt.les m3r o so nbeo r bi ng - they wore 
conotru c t <..:od for a smalle r st ~ , and a l l inesse ntials had t o bo 
cut rut hl essly. Thus it is th st whilst some of t he Gr cyf' riars 
s to r ies in th o ear l y dnye ( nnd a fer. of tho St . Ji m's stories as 
wel l) e.r c fr P.nkly disappo i nt ing, th.or e i s not a single Roolro'ood 
story by Cha.rles Hcmilton which doos not p oss e ss tha.t air of l ive -
lin es s and oxpe ct Mcy which r e sults when a good st or y is tol d 
br iefly end anirn at edly , leavin g tho reader anrious for more . Of 
course , somo Rookm>od et ori oe a.ro bot to r t han oth e rs , but none can 
r eally be counted as a failure. It i s possible to havo too much 
of a good t hing , and tber o a.re w1d.oubt cdly some grom1ds fo r think­
ing that th e covo r to cover st ories in the l ate Mngnote wer e a 
miatE>.ken poli cy . What ever t empt ations bosa 1 Frank Richards, 
houeve r , it ml'~ saf ely be st a t ed th r..t 0:7en Conquest rrns novor given 
th e oppo rtunit y to spread himself , nnd I do not think thn t t ho 
Rookr;o od sto ri e s suffered as n rosu l t . 

Tho c ssontit'.l f actor t o be ar in mind i s tha t 0.,.-on Conques t. 
kept his cc.11v;is do,.-m to mc.nngea.blo pro por tions . Tho lirrx:iligh-t 
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rtas focusad on the Classical Fourth ubich contained twonty - .four 
boys et its me.ximum; a fO"w in th e Sholl and U:odern Fourth woro 
thrown in ae cOW1tarueights , and there '7Cre of course one or "trio 
seniors a.a wel l. Whore th e stories wor e e,ppearing in shor t week l y 
episodes , the readers did not want to be weight ed do,m by a mass of 
characters, PJld at Rookucod, at l e ast, no form ua.s in dange r of be­
c oming so la r go a."ld un~oildy as · t he Croyfriars R(.;Ulove. 

Anothe r int or os ting point was the comp osition of tho end study . 
St . Ji m's had its Terrib l e Thr ao and Groy f ri a.rs its Famous Fivo, but 
Rookwood oochcrr:od odd numbers .::.nd boas t ed e. Fistical Four inDtcad . 
Yia s this l!lerel y t o be diff erent? I do not · think so. There is ~ 
old saying to t ho effect that even numbers are company, but odd 
numbers a.re no t . I often think that study No . 10 in the Sholl a t 
St . Jim ' a nanted ano t her occupant who woul d make it as f:i.scina.ting 
as study No. 6 in the Fourth at tho same sc hool - that ext ra occ u ­
pan t seomod to mclce all conve r sation far less personal and far more 
inter e st ing . Age.in, th e Fe.moue Five \70re r eally too many. They 
lost h,.lf t ho f oolin g of comredeahip by being split up in eo mcny 
differ ent s t udios, en d nl.v,e,ys l acked the integrated un i ty of the 
Fiatical Fou r, A group of four is t he ideal number a.round which to 
centre the storioa : it all0\1s for d i ffe r en c e s of opini on which do 
not necessari l y lep..d to i solation . 

Tho chara.oterisat i on of tho Fistict.1 Four is particularly inter -
esting . Dnerson says th at every hero bocoroes n bore at last , and 
it is cor tainl y true that Harry \'iharton (and to a lesser ext ont Tom 
Merry) both sacr ific ed the affec tion of the read er at ti.mes ,1hen 
they dug the ir to es in on soma point of principle . (They were 
usually in the right , but this robbed them of even more aympa.thy : 
Johnny Bull, for instance, r,es never ao unboereble ns uhcn he was 
ri gh t. ) When we coma to JilJlley" Silv er, however , Yte find that this 
f a int aura. of r igh t eous ne s s is co mpl e tely missing . This is really 
very surprising, for tho captain of the Roolmood Fourth co u l d be 
very high - handed at times, i n his raids on smoking parti e s or in t he 
dorrni tory- raggings inflicted on l!orningto n in bis mor e recalcitran t 
momenta. Tom :.ferry' e me:dm was t he rather peseive "rlhy grouse? 0 

but Jimmy Silver •s WP.a the mor e active 11Keep SI!'lili.n g" . The r eade r 
could approve of n.ny scheme which so cheery a youth ini t intod, and 
for this reason per hnps Jimmy- Silver never once alienated tho affec-
tions of those who purchased the "Boy 1 s Friend". ]urthermore, there 
WP.a never anyone in t he Cla s sical Fourt h tiho seriou s ly chnllenged 
his lead : both Momington and Lovell became (_}«Pta.i.n nt various 
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timos , but it ,1ae obvious that neither h;,.d the rettJ. que.lit iea of 
lead,orebip, and so Ji.r.lny could go his ~ s;,roet way unopposo..1 by 
the bet t er eloment in the form. Alas, t his was not t ho oaso a.t 
Greyfriars an d St. Jim' a , where there were several other eligible 
ca.".ldidates for the post besides Harry Wharto n and Tom Merry r e e­
pect i velyJ probably none n oul d havo filled th o poet so success­
fu l l y , bu t the id ea of Blake or Tal bot or Nob lo as junior captain 
of St . Jim ' a , or Todd or Field or Cherr y as captain of tho Rer.iovo 
does not seem so unthinkable as the idea of not ha.vi. 'lg Jimmy Silve r 
as captain of th e F\>urth . Tho Rookwood Btorios wero buil t ro und 
t ho Fistics.1 Four at o.11 times , whereas th e Crayf r ia r s and st . jim 1 s 
stories had a wfJY of meande r in g from th e main groups of charac t 6ra 
altoge th er. The star attraction of tho 11Gem11 '7aa Gussy, not Tom 
.llorry, and tho star sttr nc tio n of the He.gnat, in later years at 
least , WI\S Billy Bunt er, not Harry Whart on. But Rook\1ood.. uas 
Jiamy Silver all the time, end Jiumy Silver uas Rookwood.. Thero 
ue r e no two ways ~bout thn.t. 

It vme Lovo l l, ho\1ever , l'lho rea ll y distinguished t ho Fistical 
Four. ne i t her the Terrible Three nor the Famous Five contained a 
merobar with auch a l ow standard of int ell ige.nca . The story \1hioh 
al rrays sticks in my mind is the one i n v1hich Lovell , th e treasurer 
of th e gamos club , was U short , and accused Tubby J.:u.ffin of 
pilf e rin g from the club funds . Althou gh 'i'ubby certainly had de-
signs on the money, it turn ed out that Lovell bad ma.de an ari. t h­
met ical e tt or in subtra.etion, nd no money was missing a t all . 
To ha.vo included a character like Lovell in on e of t ho main groups 
was a dar in g pr oject which might co si ly have ruined th o uho l e 
sc 1ome of thing s : ir.ir.gine, for instr.nee, Coker or Grundy appep.ring 
regula r ly every week ns a c entral chr..rl!.Ct er. Lovell's obst in acy , 
his: cortainty that he kneu best , h is refuser.I t o fece un palotnb l o 
t ruths wer e al l Cokor-ish t r r.its , but he uas aympcthetically pr e-
sen ted . Despite his feults, and the y 'g"ero l og ion, t1e wor e in-
t ondod to like him, and we did. More over, he uns not overplnyed, 
end cou l d feature in a st ory Trl. thout necessarily becomi ng AA ob­
stina t e ass . Ar thur El:lr:ard, lik e Ji.my , v.a.s a definite success . 

Havi ng pr ovided tT,-o ttol l -dofined cb p..racte rs , Charles HBJ'llilton 
eight v.-oll havo cal l oci it ,-_ dey, and throon in Raby and No,,come es 
me re nA.IOOe to e.c"t r,e me.ke-:1eighta. Tb.ore is a c ertain a.mount of 
di sputo n.rnongst . Rookt7ood col l ec t ors on t hi s po int . It i s obvi ous 
th at Rr.by end Nor,come ,·;c:ro not So ,,e l l defined AB the othor 
~~.::_~ in the loading groups nt Croyfrip.rs em St, Jim ' s, On 
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tho otbo r luuld, Charles Hamilton hae e.grood t hn t ho employod s 
moro su btle dolin oa.tio n of cherecter hero t two st rong chr.ractGr e 
nocd 'ffl'O s upporting charnct ors t o t hrow t he m into sharper r e lie f . 
Raby t7SS a plump, curly-haired junio r who ho.cl a st r eak of obsti n a.oy 
P.nd pride t1hic h roso t o t he BUrf r.ce rr.th or embarrassingly \\'hon ho 
rte.a onco unjustly suspoct od o f being a funk . Nor,coroo w-as dis ­
tinguishe d by his quio t sarcasm t7hich mado him the perf ec t foil 
f or Lovol l . This sot-up su i t od tho Roolcr...ood st ories very r1oll , 
sinc o the re was no t onought r oom t o allow ovory one of th o Fistic al 
Four to t nko tho sp ot lig ht in ovary sto r y . 
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To bo c ontinued. 
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THE COLLECTORS' DI GSST FRI ZS CROSS\'l<lUl. No. 2 (Now Serio a) 
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This puzz l e is just t o 
a.muse you fo r a ffl':1 

minutos .. But , t o add 
t o th o fun, a Post al 
Ordor f or 5/0 17ill bo 
sent to th e eondo r of tho 
firs t corre ct s oluti on 
opo nod by t he Edi tor 1 
and a 2/ 6 b ook of stamps 
will bG eont f or th o 
aocond ono r oc oi vod . 
I f ycu do not r, i sb t o 
cut your c.n. , meko e 
carefu l c opy of t ho 
equar c and post i t . 

~ 
~ 1, 9. "Hor e 
cornea Bil ly Bunter! 11 (1 , 3, 
3, 7 ) . 7. Ki nd of dopor 

often foun d in Sext on Blak e • s compony in the ol d days . 9 . Seo 1 . 
10. Doubtful abou t Squi ff j ust b of or e tho ond . 11. To start with , 
th e scho ol por t or in t he lin e r provides tho anim~ le. 13. It I e 
pain t od on "Tho Thr oo Fi sh or e" , no doub t (3, 2 , 7 ) . 16. Ono of 
Pen t ol cr.,• s como from Tasmania . 17. Dicky Nugont? 18. Gem r oad.or s 
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wi ll always cherish his memory. 19. \'Then Rylcombo acco1I1DOdatoe 
J.!r, Quolch , 21. Tho etren i;th of Levison. 23, They usod to •A¥ 
oho we.an' t Fronk' e siste r, 25. Seo 2. 21. Friardnle Picture 
House shorre I'\ poom in lofty style . 29 . Blogg, the pos tman, ui ll 
do this if he los es a thousan d l ette r s . 31. The ond of th e ll"81let . 
32. My Dear Lan, ai d to find a comic charac t er who gave us lots of 
fun, (1, 7 ). 35. The denlere i n the ol d pape r s welcome them . 

~ 2,8, 25 across . Just our Gussy - ( 5,2,2 ,4), 3. It des -
cribes \1un LWlg, and yet it doo sn 1 1.. 4. Whon ue bought t he 
Com (2,1 0) . 5. A tun e and a cry combine to meke history on th e 
cricket field . 6 . Tom p.nd this, for tho old comic papor. 8 . Seo 
2. 11. Sword . 12. This offic er ie no rcbtivc of Carne , tho~h 
he sounds li ko it. 13. Fre.nk Ri che.rde ie, tho world over. 14, 
And tho rest from s ot oornple tc. 15. Nothin g ! Cno with an 'ist 1 

cruno to St . Jim 1 s long a.go. 20 . Bunter spent Christrnr.s o.t Lord 
Roynho.m' s. 21. Mr. ~elch plays golf wi th hilll . 22. Tho end of 
th e Latin loeson . 23, Has ton from Hop Hi a ffect . 24. Opora 
by Vordi . 26. lie odi tcd Uy l.!agazin o. 28. 1 mu, no amat our , '7hcn 
Love ll !.liner l o ft him. 30. l.!r. Tata from tho old Sidn e y Drw ff 
eori els . 33. !lot you . 34. Born r;ithout stre ss . fr' 

( Solution and prizCll7i.nnors in our noxt issue . ) 

* * * * * 
SOLUTION OF C. D. CROSSWORD No. l 

ACROSS l. Mnulovc rcr. 8. Fohn . 10. Streams . 13 , Foud , 14. Chad . 
15, Elco. 17. Soo 31. 18. Huts . 19 , Brott . 20. Oro . 21. Tair o . 
22. GE. 23. :.!inor . 24. Err , 25 • . Lobangu . 28. Tray . 29. Renk . 
30. Soo 1. 31. Brine . 32. Todd . 33. Oil e r . 34, Hero . 35. Soo 1, 

l)(,'.7Ji 2. Arthur. 3, Loods . 4. Vim. 5. Efeto . 6, Roe . 1 (m. th 
30 end 35) "And Every Story c Gem". 9, Hun. 10. Scho ol. 11. 
Rat o , 12. Serious . 16 . Korr. 19 . Beng. 21, Tinke r. 22. Graydon. 
23. ldenncr . 24, &ror, 26. Orris. Z1. Dail . 28. Totom . 31. 
(wit h 17) Bono . 34, He. 

The first correct solution rec oivod by th e Edi tor was sont in 
by JJJ!ES VI. COOK, 4, S'il.lJllin'O!l Pid'II, SOUTH OXHEY, HERTS, to whom a 
postal ordor f or 5/ - has boon dispatched . 

~~--~~~-~~~~~~~ 

!.!ACNET TITLES cont •d): 1562i Bunte r th o Br ,:ggc r. 1563, Rivals fo r 
ic no• . , or• s Big B uff . 1565, Get t ing Hie Qm Bnck. 

1566, Tho Schomer of tho Romovo. 1561, A Ventril oquist I s Vongoanco. 
lJ6~1.Al:~~ll\!!J.:ter• s Doad Cort. 1569 1 Carter Tckos tho Count. 
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8[D BG1,/S BGeK. GLUB 
LONDON SECTIO!l 

Ano th or good gat ho ri ng of the 11Broth c rh ood. 11 took plp.c o on this 
idop.l Mc'!X'Ch day with a surprieo vi ai tor fr om South Wal oe turning up . 
T.J. Hopkins who ,·;r ota to our Ilcrb ort many yoars ago wa s in tom1 a.nd 
t ook pot luck by coming to Wood Gr oon end be in g fo r tunate fo un d t ho 
mee ting in progress . He was in tim to par ticipate in 13ob Blyth e t e 
'rue nt y Questi ons Coll e cto r s' Quiz , Len Packman ' a Cro ss word Puzzle 
and lista n to Charl i e \7ri gh t 1 s very good t alk on " My Collect in ~ Life 11. 

Pro vious to Mr. Hopk ins arr i yaJ. Len had q,onduc t od a ver y goo d "G" 
quiz an d t h er e had b ee n tv:o very good. r epo rts f'rom th e two lib rarian s 
Rogor Je nki ns an d Frank Vern on- Lay . The latt er i s doin g good busi -
nes s ospoc iel ly wit h th e Ezra Qui r ke seri oe of t he "Nelso n Loo" . 
<mo and sll will r emember tho r ecent arti c l e in th e "C•D• 11 and tho 
Frank Vosp e r one in t he "Story Paper Collector " s ome ye ar s 880 , 
at.o ut the St . Frank ' a Schoo lbo y H~ ician. liter th e offici e l bu si-
ness h&d ended i.!r. Hopkins ha.d some very good conversations os pec i-
ally wi th Bill Lofts . A very good oieet in g ind oe d, everythin g of 
t he bes t i ncl udin g t ho f eed in the 11Burrot1 11 • 

A.Pr il mooUn g to be bo l d at )7ood Gre en on 8und,cy , 15i h . 4 p.m . 
shar p. 

UNCLE llEIIJAIWI . 

r.CRTBERN SECTION MEETING. l!/JlCH lot h 1 1956 

t:o had boon l ooking forr. ard t o this meetin g for a lo ng t ime 
f or it fta.a t he da.,r of Roger Jenkins• vi sit, somet hin g nhich has 
bec ome one of the outstandin g ev ents of tho Club I s yo ar. 

Roge r on this occas i on divid ed hi s t cl.k into t\v'O parts . The 
first doalt mainly with some of the inoonsiet oncie s in the Gr oy ­
friers and st. Jim 1 s st ori es and tho pert pl eyod by t ho "subeti t u te 11 

rrri t ors, t hRt . ovo r intriguing ques tion . It all led to a. very 
animated discu ssio n l?bi ch was on l y broken off ~7hen tho tea - cups 
bogen to bo filled . 

f'hc n th o r e froahmonts had di seppo A.rod wo go t doun t o a QUiz 
entitled "?lot in t ho Fourth Form". Quito n lot of Gerry's t imo 
must havo boon spe nt i n preparing th o nUJ:1bor od shoats \7bic h woro 
handed r OWld. Rogor car.io out an oasy rrinno r. 
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He then gavo us th e socond talk "Tho lle.gic of Rook.Ttood". In 

8 moat intoresting and convincing way ho built up a claim for 
Rookwood ae th o moat roal of th o throe famoue F.am.11 t on schools . 

You will be able to judgo for yourselves for wo aro publishing 
his tslk in two instal~nts . 

Yes , al to gethe r it nes o. vory enjoyable ovoning. Come again 
noxt year, Roger. 

llext Meeting, ..pri l 14th. For t r.o occasion a t aL'< by Rona ld 
Hodgson "Tho story of the northern Soction O. B. B.C . 11 

Ron, I am suro vtill ctako t he cost of th e many memor able eve nts 
in its six years of existence . 

H. LEC!:E?lBY, 
Jlorthern Sec ti on Co=espondont . -MID.i,/JID s,,-acTION 1!EEI'ING1 FEBRUARY 27th 

~.·e spent a. vory pleo.aB.nt eve nin g ITT. th e. varied , trhP.t one might 
call a. "mixed grill" programme . A r ott.ding , n quiz, ref ere nces to 
aoveral l e tt ers recei vod l ately t aome di scussions of several top ics, 
A,11d a further short talk by Treasurer Her man i n favour of other J 
school story ITT"itere besides the imnortal Chn.rloe Hemilton . 

After pr eliminari es , Mr. Handley Senior raa.d. us somo of tho 
sto r y ( in th e 1922 "Holiday ,\nnutl") of Tel bot r,ho 11"'1 be en un­
jus tly disgraced end , ;-as dorm ond out in London until found by his 
fri ends Tom Merry & Co. D.it ino from 1914, t his st ory is rn inter -
es tin g oxnroplo of tho old fashioned tre.gic type of st ory r;i th tho 
"sob stuff" l,rld on rather thic k l y. Evon so, Martin Clifford 
handlod the thomo in his masterly ,;;e.y llllU<inlr tho st ory far mor o 
convincing than the immort c.l 11E:ric 11 of "Lit t le by Littlo 11 fame . 

The author of th e Quiz (Mr. Broat or) described it as 11Ee.sy11 • 

Um! Ah! h'o were eek.ad to givo tho namo of t ho Removitc hail in g 
trom the place or countrJ' givon . Thus \"'he.rto n Md Bunte r coma 
from Wim.ford and Redgate rosp octi voly; but oven these vory oaay 
onos did no t necessarily oo~ to trl.nd strai ght BYi'a:t • Grattere 
to the r.inner, llre . Bl'O\m • 

.af t er Norman ' s talk Md :furth er discussion, Mr. li6lldley Junio r 
r ofe IT od t o hie f ort hco ming reading cen tr ed around J.merican 
Frontier Life. This again stimulated o lively discussio n but soon 
it WP.8 ti mo fo r "Lig hts 0Ut 11• 



·- --~-- --- - (lQIJ) -- - ·- · 

MERSEYSIDE SECTION - 11th l.L\RCR 
Tho scenG at Waterlo o House for t ho meeting resembled a 

Col loo '\or I s Droam for t:ho member s 't'tere busy sorting out perio dicals 
of r.11 tYJ)os - and 8608 - for the forthcomin g Exhibition a t Bootle 
Lib r o.ry (Apri l 9 - 21 ) . Tbore m,r o "Vic t orians " such as Deadwood 
Dick, Claude Duval, Tho !jd. Msrvo l, Frank Reado and othe r "ildinos" 
(kindly loan ed for this occasion) t oge th er m. th th o various issues 
of Maen ot, Gem Md Nelson Loo , plus the l d . Popular , Union Jaok 1 
Chums, and t he popular comics of yes t ery e ar. Fi nel l y , " Sub-
Conrnitt oo compri s ing Messrs . N. Prognoll, P. Laffey , E. Coldno ll 
r.nd tho ChA.irman 7!0 r o ol c ctod to attend t o th o final doto.ils . Tho 
socond ha.lf of tho procoedin gs opened t"ri.. th e. 11Tol':'I, Dick and Harry 11 

quiz, and t his rosult od in e. narrw. r1in for Ja.ck Morgan , and John 
Burke as runner up. Tho cv oni.ng was noun d up by P. disc u ssion on 
th e set t in gs of Groyfriare eto:rios end mcy be roslWOd at a later 
date . 

Noxt mootin g. APRIL 8'th, 6. 30 p. m. when wo hope '1our Horb or t 11 

wi ll honour us with his presenco. 

***'**IIINI NIIIIIINII N IIIN ••IIIIIIN llllll:ll ll*Nll)IIIINI III IIII II NJtlf ...... ***°***** ....... 

riANTED TO BORRO.i' OR PURCHASE 
Early Gems carryin g t he illus t r sti one of W.il!l7ICK REYNOLDS. 

Top prico pa.id for issues of th e a.hove if they are in good condi ti on. 
J OIDr L . JUKES, Stafford Lodge, C:rosby Road , l'lost bourno , Bourn omouth , 
'!ants. 
FOO. S~E : Sovor 8l Hund.reds of .tm.B\Yers, PGe.rson' s \-:'eelcly, John Bull, 
Tit - Bits, Yoars 1920-1 9 39. Mint Condition. Moat Never Beon 
Opened . 3d , per copy . Lots proferred. Rafor El:li tor . C. D. 
C. E. F. VE!lllIMCRE, 25 BYRON 1.VEL'UE, WEST HOO?ISLOii, MIDDLESEX. 

~ - "Scho ol Friend .t.nnual" years 1928 , 1929 snd 193 0 . Your 
prico paid . LroN.<IRJ) PACKMAN, 27 ARCIIDALE ROJ.D, Et.SI' DUJXi l CH, 
LO!,'DOJl, S. E. 22. 

ITAliTED: Pro- s ar Scionco Fic t ion , U. S. A. Mags. onl y . F. VERNON LAY, 
167 171.TFORD ROAD, HARRW, MIDDLESEX. 
~ : Collecto r s' Digoste Nos . 68 71, 76, 78, 79, 80 , 82 , 86 , 
to 9 3 , 95, 97, 99 to 1 03 , 105 , 107, lo8. 9d oach or 177 6 tho lot. 
D. B, ,iEBSTER, 7 CROSBY ROAD,. SOOTH, LIVIBPOOL, 7 • 
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By JJ,CK '..OOD1 NOSl'/ff/1 3281 Stoc kton Lr.no1 York 

I th ought Frank Umin •s ,u,ticle r,ould provoko soioo discussion 
,.mong ardent, thou gh from ey point of vim, not nkeys very vocal , 
Looito s . no:m..'Ul Prr,811011, of oourso , has eprune nimbly t o 
Nipper's dof onco , Md eo hos Jim Cook. 

Norr.ia.n t1ri t oe s 

It """ with th o groa.t ost intorost tha t I roeA Frruik Umrln • s 
refreshin g r.r tiol o on tho oll ogod str en gt h end wonlcrlcs s of tho 
stori os of f)iey SO,u,lo• Brook s . It is all th o moro th e pity thllt 
ho bns allo,1od hi s ob'rious bi n• ageins t llippor to c.ffe ct th o 
RCOUr llCy of his 17ri tin g . Evon tchen discuss in g • occcr FrMlc 
Unwin must surely find bimsolf in error , Rly is it r idi culou e 
t o compare Finney m.th l,!,:,.tth0<1e? Did not tho Solector hove to 
ponde r ovor tho respoctivo a;cri ta of tho&O tr,o grea t pl oyer a for 
many yenro tmen aol octing EnglM.d • s tone ? 

::'hat amounts to n con t radiction appocrs wb.on di scussing "Lost 
~·!orld " s torioa . To ac;y in ono bre ath that t hoao s torioe woro 
o.lmoet real and in tho nert broath t o rof'or to th om l!.8 11rath ;:,r 
r idiculo ue" harol,' mak:os sonso . I t ie h"" ovor "hon doaling 171 th 
Nippe r t hat Fronk Um"lin makos his most eorioue miotako . Let ue 
road his v.orde agai n. 11J,. fllltJrt Ji.lecfl, "One who was novor at 
f'p.ul t, ,.,hoeo judgment never failo d him. " Porho.ps 't'"IC should look 
at j ust a fem oumpl oa or lfippor •e alle god 1nra111bil1t y . 

Firs tl ,' , the claoeice.l aerioe de nling m.th Ezrn ~irko . 
~e ly 1 t \7C.S Browne ru.ono t'vho was ~r. ble of eiposi ng Quirko ' a 
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plots, for llippcr, t1hilc be li o vin g Quirko was e. trickst er was 
unable to do much abou t it . Noxt let us take tho oaso of 
Barnard Forr o s t ' s rotu rn to st . Franks . Did Nippe r eoo through 
him ? No, dofinitoly not . I t was Hr.ndfor t h he ro t7hO exposed 
Forrest up t o hi s old tricks . Md thon that wonder ful ja.pe when 
tho 1'.oor Vie'7 girls kidded some of the juniors th,st St . Frank's had 
beon turned into a schoo l for youn g ladies. Her e Mi ppo r was 
kidded al l alon g tho lino by n pl ot the -t n su yco:r old shou ld he.ve 
se en through . Last l y wo cen turn t o Nipper ' s head lon g cl a sh ui t h 
Helson Loo r1·hon St . Frank 1 s ~:,as in disgra. c o. Hero ho provod him­
self irroeponsiblo tvhen he considered a mere football match rath er 
than tho good n e.mo of th e schoo l. 

llo, Fre.nk Um-ii n , Nippe r was n o perfect school boy , but ho .E!:!. 
a born loader, and l"lhy not? Re had boon tre.inod by Nelson Lee , 
Md there ,7ns nano batter for such a. job . 

i.,pa.rt from Nols on Loo hirae ol f, Nippo r r1as th o fin e st personali t y 
t o appear ·1c: t ho "Old Pt;pors" end it is to be deeply r egrette d tlw: t 
for l onu periods }:ipper r;aa t .o bo relegated to e. back soa t t o allcm 
HMdforth t o ho(; all tho limelight. 

Boforo lotting J i m ond t he discussion, fo r tho t ime boin g a ""t 
eny r ato , por !laps I moy e.dd a point or two of my 0tm . Nip per's 
al l egod in falli bility , of course, was always e. sou.rco of troub l e, 
and I th:ink tho fsul t le,y not so much ui th Brooks aa '7i th t ho 
histocy of the charac t er . 

Nippor had long been estnblishod e.s a dofinito pcrsonali ty by 
his creato r , Maxwell scott, in uh o se able hands ho he.d becomo a 
leading li ght at St . 1Iinian I s (mor e about that in the .t.nnual f rom 
Percy Nort h , I hope) e.nd a,.".l e.ssocie.to of t he Prinoo of ·::ale s. 

That t";a,s tho characte r, trl th t hat of Nelson Loe , whom Brooks 
he.d t o mould into the a.nwer t o tho Megnet , tho Gera end the oth er 
Pspors. It i:.re.s n h!'.rd task , because 1appor ju st -was diffore n1., 
and Brooks oado a. go od job of i t . Hu wee allowed a lon g run \Ii th 
the stories 1'nnrrR t od by Nippor 11 p l sn, which obvious l y could nowr 
mrk offoo ti vol y throughout as Nip per cou l d not bo in moro than ono 
place at e ti.mo. Ther o w r e eevornl let tors to the ed.i t or ab ou t 
Nippor' s appo:rent prig g ishness e.nd t ho roply wa s alt71l,l'S tha t. Lee I s 
training was r oeponsib l o fo r his naturel l y superio r j udgmen t. 

Nc vorthelose, even tually tho et or ios uore told in the t hird 
person, Md t1hi le tho r ee.dor l ost the poreonel approach , he gained 
in tho story's cr edibi l ity . lJJ }Jormm says , Ni pper r:as often very 



·--- ---- - - (112) 
bu.men, but that does not do trp;Jt froo his soundnoss ns R lcn.dor in 
plan ning euporbly for a barrin g out (ru,othor thorny subject, I 
know!). 1.~ith his detective trRining , t hnt \7ne not unnatural, but 
p,nother sample of Brooks' s thoroughness in plannine his otorios. 

ti.nd nor/, over to Jin. Cook, \7ho in the form of en opon letter 
t o Fre.nk oe.ys : 

De,.r Frr.nk, 

!laturally , I roe.cl your nrticlo in t ho C. D. and I likod it . 
But poor old Ni pper! Doean•t anybody lik o him? 

BGing a London strt:rnt urchin ho wul:.l , of cou rs e , be "streets" 
a.heed of any "cott on wool II colle ge boy in pln.z,.ning an d scheming. 
Thon ·with such a. Guv1nor es }Jolson Loo th e re ' s no telline how 
high ol d !lipper would get in th a t fente. s t ic but l ov ebl c world 
created by E.S. Brooks . J!nd high he did ge t, you know . Ho uae 
tho 11.Porrer behind tho throne" all cilong the line. 

If you r oe.all the !Joa.t Rol lo., series th at Brooks -r.rote a t e 
ti me u hen o ld F.dwy had th o boys of Dothboye Holl in his mind • s eyo , 
you cannot ha% foil ed to have loved Nipper for his pa.rt in thai 
memorabl e r ole ho pl e.,yed as Pro t ec t or . 

Do you remomber t ho timo tthen he uas expe l led for l\.."l "a.tta.ok 11 

on Konmoro E>.nd. bo cs:no ba..ck t o st . Frank's d.issuis od as a neu boy? 
Do you remember - oh , Frank ol d man, h~1 Hami l tonia. wi ll 

chuckle ovErr the discomforture of th e Lee- i tee . fulluood 1 £ 

me1amor phosis tm.s sudden, but hcwe you ever seen a c onvert ? I 
have, end it happened owrni ght. I do boli cvo when your.rote that. 
nrticle you uero surrounded by ice end snot7 and perhaps you had. 
flu? 

Yours very sinc erely, 
J. ';/ . COOK. -i..nd not' Bernard Thorne has somath in 3 to say t o Jim. 

I ha.vo just finished readin & J c,mcs Cook I s excallont a.rticl o 
in t he February C. D. Hi s treatm ent of this toP-flight s ori es of 
Edey Searles Br ooks l ea ves nothing to be desired . 

Thero are, ho•,;rever, one or tr:o points on 'flhich I uould like 
to comment . 

Jim i s amazed at th e l ack of enthu si asm shonn by Leoi tea for 
this particular aeries. I would l ike to assure him tha.t no ser ie s 

-~cs ~c at er popularity MlOng the many Leei too 1'1i th rniom I 
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correspon d. My le tter f ile s s hO'.'? count l es s instances of ra ge.rd , 
not only for t his ae r ies , but also for Ezra Quirk e , who r.rust rank 
among the t op f ive st. Fre..'lk ' s cha r acters \7i th al l \Vho still en­
thus& ove r ESB.. I can assuro hira t ho.t "t h is r emarkable and en­
thralling e.chi evet:lent " wil l li ve when ma.'"1.y othor school tel.es a.re 
forgotten . 

Fine1 l y , me,y I through th o medi um of t !lo c.D. jo in t he many 
,-,ho must be off eri.ne t ho ir thenks to .U l e.h and J i m for his fir at ­

class art icla . 
With kind r eaard s, 

Vory co r di ally, 
BERNlJlD R, THOR1'E. 

GENEROUS EXC!!AJiGES or your pr ice f or cortain Maano ts in tho 400 1 s 
and llos . 1000 - 1300 , Badly i n need of Nos . 9o6 and 9CJ/ for 
bi ndill6, List s welcomed. C!!ARLES Vi,X RENEN, BOX 50, U!TE!!l!l.GE, 
SCUTH AFRICA. 

****************• ll 1111. JI ••••• •******'***************'*************'***** 
(Horo nr e somo int er e stin g r ecol l ec t io ns told m. t h many t ouches 

of humour r,h i ch I am sure •.ril l appeal t o all v,hetb er members of th o 
Clubs or not, 11. L. ) 

1lEMORIES J;ND EIGHL IGHrS OF THE 0 ,B .B.C, 

by Charl e s Viri ght 

The ove n ts in th i s short r e sumo of t ho O. B. ].C. aro v.rri ttcn 
down at sor.:e hazard an d ar o not in chronological ord er , that mus't 
r emai n .for the hist or ian of t he future. 

The O. B. B, c. was founded by Bob Blyt ho and Len Packman, but 
.1ha t ha.pponed at that first moot in g I do not kn <m, as I was con -
spicuous by oy abaonce . But abou t th At ti mo I pa i d a visit to 
ilfrcd Eorsoy , of \1&lt hams t ow, who info r med me of t he forme,.tion of 
t he club , and I turned up at \:/hat I think must have bee n t he aocond 
meeting, r.hc r e, i.."lcident&lly, I first had t ho ploe.sure of mooting 
Eric Fayno; but th o gro at su rp r i se for mo was meeting Bon Whi tor 
age.in , as tho l ast time I had seen him was in 1917 whon wo were at 
schoo l t ogothor! It i s t ru e wo ha ve r athe r l oss .hei r now t hE>.n uo 
he.d t hon, but our l ~vo f or the ol d books ha.a at oo d tho t est of ti me. 
_ _ l!uch ~~or has florm undor the bridges since the.t. memor able 
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meetin g , ~d wo hove since the n hiv.! gr.therin gs at Wood Groe n end 
Dul\7ich , ou r tt't0 mnin vonuos , and e.ls o at Greermich, Hove , Br iGhton, 
surbit on , Sten.more, Blr..ckhe.ith end Holl o-. .... ,,.y. Many ar o t he oom-
ories they b ring bnck ~ the meet i ng A.t Fl-r..nk Koclin g 1s n.t Stonmor a , 
\Vhen he . h.nd t o unsc r er1 th e doo r and tclc o i t off t o D,Ccor::ll'!lOda.te us . 
I r cmef:jbor it \10.e a. bo i line hot dt~ and wo decided t o hold th e 
actual moot i ng in th a e n.rd o:i ; n spl endid ide a ! But P.la.c, Frank 
kept duck s l'J'ld t hoy docidod to hold t1.n op~osition m:ict in g, and so 
lou d ua s th o inc e s san t quack i ne th at th e spoclcc r s could not be 
hoard , so wo had to retire into th e houso , lo evin g t ho duck s 
triump han t . Cn that occasion we had t wo guos ta , Eric Park e r, the 
Soxton Blak e A.rtist , Md Kenneth Brookes, t he illuetrntor of many 
' Hal con Loos ' and 1 Gems1

• 

Thon thor o w~s a meeting at Groerrwi.ch in th e early days, when 
Harr y Homor tu rn ed up very lat e , havin g bee n to a Scottish Inter­
national match or r.icetin g somewhe re, l'Jld he came stridin g dorm the 
roe.d ui. t h a Scot ch hat perc hed very much on th o side of hi s heed 
end r-;al ki l18' very ore.ct in case ho spilt s drop .. Ho v,ore also 
f avoured c.t thi s moetin e by e. viai t from Pot er Cush i ng , c chaming 
man, \7ho i s now bot to r known than evor ~\r ough t he medium of T. v. 
Al.so p.t A. az.eenwi ch meet in g Hl'.r r y Homer br ought alone Dougl as 
Card.cw Robinson, t ho cad of St . Fanny 1 a, who t old us t hat th e ne.mo 
Carde,;,;r uas ta.ken ~ Ill t he ' Gora' • 

l':a~· of t hos e sr1ho uere t he r e \7i ll no doubt remember t he very 
plef' .su r a.ble visi ts t o To:-i c Fayne ' s sc hool nt SUrbi ton, ";:i t h th e 
fine feeds e.dr.dra.bly served by ' Ma.d.E1JD1 , and af t er the meeting the 
adjournment t o th e litt le sc 11ool cinemn wher e Eric u sed to run 
t hrou gh e pr ogra.nine of cnrto on pictur es, and many' s the laugh ':le 
hav e had over the ol d Mack Senn et comodies . There was one 
occas ion when we Q'Ore a ll to be surpri s ed by r. visit from \:lhool er 
Dr1don, 'l'ellkn°"" in Holl,wod , but unf ortun nt ely he 
wandered t\.11 round Slu7bi ton m. thout fi ndin g us , and rra.s rather 
upse t about it . 

2owever , t he rror ld wageod on nhd the heave ns r er.:iained in 
th eir a ppoin t ed place. Incidental l y, it was :,t Surbi ton tha t I 
e.nd a feu oth er members first met Her bert Lec kenb y. 

Then t here UAre our annual vi.sits to Hove , fi rst a t Friar 
Road and the n a t Rapha el Rond. \le u sua lly made a dey of it , 
meetin ~ at Victoria. under the clock , and t hen to.lk ine books ell 
the WPJ' to Bri ghton. t•e t hen split up p.nd went our various l'ISJ'S, 
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meeting again at John Robyne 1 delightful residence, vihero •Rob by', 
being an ardent Pearl \1hite fan, used to be V'ery happy to ahem us 
an instalment of th e Pe arl r1hite serial 11The Clutchin g Hand" , which 
brought back memoriea to m,my of us, whon ,;:;e used to go to th o so 
called • Picture Palaces for a penny, to foll"'7 up this ( to us t hen) 
' Thril l in g Serial 1 • The last couple of yea.rs, however, ha.a seen 
Bri ghton e.e the venue of our ' annual 1 , a.t the home of Gl&dys and 
Bill Jardine, who, 1n addition to furnishin g a r eal lluntoreeque 
spread uoo.ally hr.e a sur:Prieo of eorrie sort up bis sloove , such as 
a quiz recorded on e. tepe machine, or R printed menu wi th e. poem 
and a msp on the back , Charming boats , Bill and Glt.d,va . Thoao 
' c.nnual I meetings el ways ooin oid e with I fur lierbert ' e ' London 
visit , ao of course the poor chap a.lwe_ve !'.as t o make a speech ; 
hcr.;ever, Eerb ort enjoys it, we enjoy it, and everyone is hap py. 

Duk i ch has also f'urnish oi i ta quota of memories, both at 
Archdalo Road and Humo House. The wo hi gh sp ots uere \7hen Em,y 
See.rlos Brooks paid us vi oi t s, e.nd gene rously end eood.-humoured l y 
RllE»rored nll th e questions that were fi r ed et him fr om all parts 
of the room. These two visits were errnnged by :Bob Blythe , ,·;ho 
uas at that time the DU tor of tho Ifolso n Lee Column in the C. D. 
I luwe met many of the atakarts of t he book m>rld, both at O.B . B, C. 
and private meetings at Dulwich, such es the Rov. A. G. Powtd , from 
Birmingham; H. A. Smith of Dias , in Norf olk (who I remember had wo 
cnomous suitoasea cramaed m. th books\ :,nd I b ought wo beautifully 
bound volumos of •Robin .iood Library • J; Old- timer Harry Jlo;;,ler, 
of l.!ianchea ter, and t:R.XWell Scott authority ; Don f.'ebs tar, Chairman 
of the Liv erpool bre.nch of the O, B.B .C. ; Clifford Beardao ll of 
Stockport ; Leslie Bran t on of Hull ; Ernest Hubbard of Shoffiel<i 
Md many others . 

U:e el.so ha d occesiona l meotings a t Bob Bl ythe t e plR.Co when he 
1i ved r.t Holl°"ey, at nhicb time his famous Jlolson Leo comple t e 
colloot i on was a.lv:a,y.s on vi.err; his tn.ndow also af fo rded a good 
vietr of Cliff House! 

Two or three moetinga were also he ld at Ron Deacon ' a house at 
Blackhoath . Ron, of courao, is an arden t Science Fict i on f an , and 
a good number of these books woro always available fo r those \';'ho 
wore intcreeted . 

Tbo sad.dost mee tin g ot all was at flood Groen, a Christmas 
meoting I t hink, uhen 1n the midst of the enjoyment wo wero quiotly 
in fo rmed that Bcb end Ben Vlhi t .er• e chR.l'min g rnot hor bad just passed 
~ so vo ol l sil Q, ... o.-t .. 1.,_v_,d.,0,1.10 .. or....,t,.e,.d._. ----·------- -- -
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After tho formation of the O.B.B . C. thore soon follO".Vod 
brsncheo "t Leeds, Birmingham and Li vorpool; in fa.ct Lon was up 
North at the Inauguration Mooting of the Leeds brsnch, and he very 
kindly gavo mo tho photo that uas taken on tho.t occasion and which 
ie now in my hobby scrap album. · An Austr al i8ll brr.nch nae also 
formed, snd although I haven •t heard a lot abou t if of late, it ia, 
I believe, still functioning. 

Early on , through the effort s of Bob Blythe, an ezhibi tion of 
Old Bo:, s Books wae held in the Islin gton Publi c Librar:y , and n very 
good displtt'lf it was . Unfortunately, some kind person •!mocked 
off • three of Bob I s onrly Nelson Leos, but they were, I am glad to 
say, re placed some timo lo.tor. 

OnG of the greatest highlights ,-,es tho discovery - or ro ­
surroction if you like - of !Jr . C.H. Chapmsn, the famous ' J.!ognot • 
nrtist, t hrOugb tho shrewdneso Md pers evorenco of Bob Whit e r. 
Ho had peid us eevor <.1 Visits l'J\d E', charming ol d gentlemen ho is, 
as al 1 who havo met him \\'ill agree . 

IiuJoor ouc are the guests that have been et t ho meet i ngs n.t 
different tioos ; Yr. Gorfain, t ho Edito r of the Silv er Je.oke 't; 
Mr. Venni.more, \7hO has so mnny No. l's, all in mint condition r.a 
if they had just come off the prossi Don Wi cke, uho bl err in from 
Austral i n J Gor n.ld Campion, r1hen he was chosen t o bo T. V's Billy 
Buntor (::;:: suppose thos o of us who woro proaont can boa st of s eeine 
the groat 'J . G. B. in tho flesh); l!r . Art hur HfU'ris, tho "Comic 
Kin g 11 , who graced our la.st January meetingJ merebers from othe r 
brenchee, and on occasion a pos tal mombor !'ihO wa.a in London oi ther 
on busi ness or a hol i day . 

I have memories of the r eporter Md photographe r from ' The 
LeAder I t1ho came to Wood Green f or information e.nd photos at a 
meeting th er e , and upon which sn article du ly appoarod in that 
peri odical; memorie s of ?Ar. Hor timer doing conjuring tricks, 
Harry Hocior with his spectacles tiod together with string the re­
sult of m!'.ld.ng acquP.intenco t1itb th o bottom of a d i tch ! ft I re ­
counted them o.11, this artic l e woul d go on for a long 1 long time • 

.Bob 'mliter, t he indofa-tiguable , on one occnsion had n T.V. 
set i nsto.llod for th e meeting, so tt"t wo could watch "Dilly Bunter 
of Groytriars" which at thnt t imo was being dopioted, e.nd whilo 
look i ng in uo wero photogr,.pho d by the l oc al papo r, also arran ge d 
by tho en t erprising Bob; but my peroonnl enjoyment was somawhnt 
marred by tho f '°,c1; thp.t I W8B nursin g a oa.rbunc lo on m:, neclc ! 

To bo continued • • •••• 
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