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Martin Holl formed a magniflcent figure as he strode down the stops with the ragged form ef the lovely girl in his arms.
Bohind him, the bribed waiters formed a cordon which held back the startied, weailhy guests as they gazed in amazemenl,
some struggling to break through and prevent the richest man in the world carsying away the girl he had kidnapped.
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BILL LOFTS FOUND IT! You'll remember that last month we published
a letter from Mr. J.L. HeDuff asking if we could help him trace
a story of his which appeared in one of the Thomson papers in, he
thought, 1934. Well, that was just up Bill's street. He set
to work in the British Musecum and waded through all the Thomson
papers for 1934 without result. Hlothing daunted he started on
1935 and at long last came across it in the Rover No. 672, March
2nd, 1935. 4s I've said before, a real sticker, Bill.

ind now to give it a perfect ending, it only remains for one
of you to supply Ur. LicDuff with 2 copy of the Rover lo. 672. It
could be sent either to him, or to Bill Lofts.

FH NI

A BOYS' AUTHOR AND “ANSWERS": Last month I mentioned the serials
John (David) Goodwin wrote for "inswers". Now the other day
quite by chance I picked up a copy of that peper dated Cctober
22nd, 1910, In it was an announcement that onc of those serials
"Blackmail!" had been made into a play under the title "Tracked
by Wireless". 1This, in pert, was what was said sbout it:

"Written by an ardent sea—gipsy, it used to arrive in

Bouverie Street scrawled on sll sarts of queer scraps

of paper, by all sorts of messengers and from all corners

of the Themes estuary and the East Coast. Chapter after

chapter, in any sort of order wes brought into the office

by bargees who had hed it pitched into their oraft,

weighted with half-crowm delivery fees; by railway-porters,

who had received it from the drivers of fish specials; by

Thames pilots, or by longshore loafers from Wapping."

Well, though the author's name was not mentioned, that sea-

gipsy was our David Goodwin all right. For his home was on tho
Norfolk Broads, he owned his own_yacht being quite well off, and
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spent his days cruising about the Worth Seca and the Thames Estuary
and writing stirring yarns for boys' as well as adult stories.

is a result, boys who recad the Boys Friend and its companions in
the early ycars of the century were thrilled by yarns like "The
Boy Bargeowners", "Gunfleet Jim", “"The Secret of the Thames", and
"Dave, the Bargeboy".

I well remember how, some years leter, when I was correspond-
ing with David Goodwin he sent me a copy of one of his books in
stiff covers, entitled "The House of Harney". Remarked he with
a chuckle, "This is replly one of my old 'bloods', "Dave the Barge-
boy" which I wrote for the "Boys Realm".

Harking back to the play "Tracked by Wireless", "Answers"
said it would be played in every corner of the United Kingdom and
was appearing that week at the Shakespeare Theatre, Clapham Junction.
I wonder if it reccived as much applause as did the stories he
wrote for boys in thosc days of long ago.

* X X X * ¥ *

Tho "innual Subs," Serigl: Alas, and alack! there's still
ten to comc.

Yours disappointedly,
HERBERT LECKENDY.

BLAKTANA
LTINS Sl

Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN
27, frchdale Road, Zast Dulwich, London, S.E.22,

During the past few weeks I have received some excellent
articles, added to which there are one or two more on the way from
overscas. It is, therefore, with the greatest satisfaction and
ploasure that I announce the forthcoming main Blakiana feature in
the next three issues of the Cs Digest. They are all 'full-
length' and will appear in the following crd:or:—

"Sexton Blake, kiarksman" by WeTs Thurbon
"ho Was Lady Molly?" by Walter Vebb
"Turn Back the Clock" by B.V. Copeman

4s for those 'on the way", one is by Mr. Copeman and the
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other by Victor Colby. I hope to announce the titles of these
next month.

It is so nice to rececive such fine articleéss.....] am really
beginning to feel that my efforts in eonducting Blzkiana are not
in vain!

Ho one can hope to please all of you all the time, but I am
quite sure that during the next few months the majority will be
pleased with the 'bill of fare!.

Further to my comment last month on the covers of the recont
S.B. Libs., I am given to understand that the Bditor of the S.B,L.
died last year (having been in harness in that capecity since the
beginning of the S.B.L. in 1915), and that a young men has 'taken
over!'. This young Editor's ideas are undoubtedly correct as re—
gards the attraction of the 'modern' cover — for the type of
literature one expects it to grace, but for those who, like mysclf,
buy the 8.B.L. for the purpose of reading the 'straight! detoctive
adventures of Blake and Tinker, this is no attraction, This of
course is only my opinion, and I shall bo pleased if you will let
me have yours. —

THE BEST — AND THE WORST
by W.H. Coodhead
SONCLUSION

Meanwhile, the sensational and romantic story of the over—
throw of [ling Karl and his villainous henchmen hed captured the
imegination of all England, and Blake and his colleagues were given
2 semi-cfficial reception at the Sawoy.

Suddenly, however, the cup of triumph was dashed from Blake's
lips in a dramatic manner. At Brixton prison, to which Karl hed
been teken for incarceration pending his trial, with tho aid of
a 'mystorious bluc phizl', had staged a phoney suicido. The
prison doctor - Scarlatti in disguise — took advantagc of the
temporary confusion to throw a couple of gas bombs into the room,
and a squad of escape experts specieslly trained for the event
whipped the Ace away in a fake Flying Squad car. With him, of
course, went Samson and Lou Tarrant.

The news that the Ace was once more at large came as a shock
to England's law-ebiding citizens.  Blake, however, who was Te—
cognised by both the public and the authorities as the only person
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capable of bringing /arl to a final reckoning, refused to panie,
preferring to wait for the Ace to show his hand. He had not long
to wait.

Karl's fear and hatred of Bleke had by this time begun to
destory his reasoning powers, and his desire for vengeance now
became sn obsession. Some exciting events scon transpired. Then,
in a last fling, Semson and Scerlatti were killed, whilst Tinker
was kidnapped and held by Kerl personally - in an attempt to force
Blake into e compromise, whersby the Ace could meke his getaway.
But Blake rose to the occasion and broadcast the following message
to the nation: "Sexton Blake continues his appointed task, be
the consequencies what they may".

The 1lad's predicament now became a nasty one. Not only was
he strapped to an exact working replica of the electric chair
from the Sing Sing death cell, but his captor took a ghoulish
delight in pointing out to him a large vat of hydrochloric acid
in which he intended to dissolve his body after electrocution.
Karl was obviously suffering from acute megalomania, and was be-
having like a combination of Fu Manchu and the villian in a nine-
teenth-century melodrama.

Nemesis, however, was slowly but surely overtesking the Ace,
and the net was tightening around him for the last time. Blake
egnd his party were now in full cry, and eventually became informed
of the whereabouts of the Ace. Thus, before Karl could complete
his plan of escape from England to seek fresh fields abroad -
2nd also electrocute Tinker and give him his wvitriolic bath -
Blake burst in like an avenging angel. The sight of the detective
once more standing between him and freedom finally cracked the
nerve of the now completely shattered Ace who, mouthing incoherent
threats and pleas, saved everyonc a lot of unnceessary trouble by
felling backwards into his own vat of hydrochloric acid.

That, st long last, was the cnd of the Double Four. Nothing
now remained to be done except, as Shakespcare has it: 'Call the
field to rest and lets away, to part the glories of this happy day".

The final crushing of the Double Four was celebrated by =z
royal reception followed by = eivie one. Two remarks can serve
a8 a farewell and a summing-up respeatively; one by Ruff Hanson
who, overcome by the sight of the Lord iiayor in his full r@ga.lia,
was moved to remark: "Durn me, if I was'nt an American citizen
I'd wish to be a British subject”, and the other by Blake who,
when his triumph over the Double Four was referred to as tha.
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biggest coup of the century, remarked somewhat uncharacteristically
that it was only becausc it was the biggest he had ever tackled.

411 this took plece way back in 1927, before the moronic
infiltration of the soul-deadening 'comics', when Blaske was in
his heyday and reading was a pleasure. Much water has flowed
under many bridges since then, and standards of behaviour, educa—
tion and literacy have changed considerably, chicfly for the
worses Lot Blako, Splash Page, Ruff Hanson, Karl and tho rest
of the actors in the story of the Double Four remain as fresh as
ever in my memory. Comparisons are notoriously odious, but what
Jjuvenile literaturc of today will be read or even remembered with
ploasure a quarter of a century from now?

Once ngein, to misquote Shakespesre: "The oldest hath seen
mosta You that are young shell never see so much or live so
long".

Eaa st
UNION JACK TITLES - YEAR 1920 (JANUARY — JUNE)

Wo.847 The League of the Cobbler's Last, (Zenith) . 4.Skene.

" 848 Kestrel's Creat Bluff (Kestrel) Lo Jackson.
" 849 Tinker's Lone Hand . . ... . . e Co Hayter.

" 850 The Case of the Criminal Scientist = R.Murray.

" 851 The Forest of Ghosts (Losely) . ... <. CoHayters

" 852 Double-Crossed (Nantucket) ... .. .. . ... AMurrey.

" 853 The Vanished Australian . . ...W.Graydon,
" 854 The End of the Trail - o sy RelMurray.

" 855 The Case of the Rival Promoters (Plummer) . .. M.Osborne.
" 856 The Beggars! Hotcl  (Zenith) s pow oAeBkOHBE

" 857 The liystery of the S5.8. Olympic e Re Murraye.
" 858 The Informer (Crim. COMe) .o .. Re Murray.
" 859 The Mystery of the Gnarled Ok (Lee). ... E,S.Brookse
" 860 The Hidden Headquartcrs (Crim. Con.) ReMurray.

" 861 The Strange Case of the Clyde Emeralds .. . S.Gordon.

" 362 Tinker's Big CaS€ ... E.S.Brookse
" 863 The Cargo Stealers (The OWwl) e . .. AsMurray.

" 864 The Dance of Disaster (Kestrel) . v LaJackson.
' 865 The Clue of the Green Stain. (VWaldo) ___  E.S.Brooks.
" 866 The Marley Famm Mystory (Losely & Lobangu) C. Eaytor.
" 867 Tho Five Clues (Zenith) . . fa Skene.
" 868 The Now President (Crim. COMa) ... R Hurray.

s Dilomna. (Crime Coma}.... . ...  Ruxrave
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Fo.870 The Mystery of the 9,12 Express (Lee). ... ... E.S.Brocks.
v 871 The Casc of the Four Statues (Zenith).......h.Skene.
w B2 The Clue of the Colden Hair s

(Bumber 847 is dated 3 Jamery 1920, and number 872 is dated
26 June 1920. )
The titles for July to December 1920 will appeer next month.

Collectors' Digest, lay 1956.J
7
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BRILLIANT BLAKE

(Memories of a Verteran Reader)
by DICK MILTON

I mey claim, without undue egotism, to be the oldost reader
of "Union Jack". In 1894, I, aged 12, purchased the initial
number for the modest sum of onc halfpaenny. The story, "The
Silver Arrow", was by Paul Herring, and held me fascinated, and I
determined, at all costs, to secure the second rumber, This
deserves special mention, for it introduced o the reading public
the now vorld-famous detective, SEXTON BLAKE. The succeeding
stories were mostly narratives of the goldficlds and the Wild West,
vividly written by popular suthors of the poried: Harry Blyth,
liaxwell Scott, John G. Rowe, Alee Pearson, Herbert laxvell, Cleude
Heathcote, Shaw Rac, Henry St. John, John Cellior and others.

The Blake yarns werc generally sandwiehed botween theso stirring
takes of adventure in various parts of the world, and won golden
opinions, Mr. Shaw Rae being responsible for some of the most
dramatic and clever storics in the serics.

Aftor a while, sorial tales were introduced, one of the most
gripping being "Shadowed and Heunted", in which tho famous sleuth
ghone conspicuously. In subsequent years a rival to Blake appearcd
in the shape of Nelson Lee, by Maxwell Scott, and, it was acknow-
ledged, a more formidable opponent than the latter detective, it
was difficult to imagine. Weck after week I, and othor enthus—
iastic readors, revelled in the adventures of theso two special-
ists in crime. They wore meaty melodramas, served up with san-
guinary sauce, for our delectation. I dined upon them overy week,
and, believe me, I found them very appetising. Munching meals
to "Murder".

Slightly older than the "Union Jack" there was the "Marvel",
aleo price one halfrenny. Through its pages ran a Blake serial -
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"King of Detectives". The immedigte success of these two books
tempted the enterprising publishers to launch even a third upon
the maricet, which up to that time hed been inundatod with trashy
stuff of the penny-dreadful brand, but, necdless to say, this
first class trio of papers, the "U.J.", "Marvel" and "Pluck", very
soon drove these "horribles" from the field.

A further fillip was given to "Union Jack" when appeared
abridged versions of the gtandard works: Dickens, Scott,
fLinsworth, Lytton, Marryst, Coopur, Cockton, Blackmore - all were
included in the classical menu dished up for the critical palates
of its readers. And, besides stories by the immortals, we were
given feats of fiction from the pens of such able-writers as
Charles Hamilton, Captain Eric Brown, Wzlter Everard, Sydney
Warwick, Edwin Wooton, irthur Aprplin, and, zbove all, E. Harcourt
Burrage, whose "Tom Tartar" and "Lambs of Littlecote" have de—
lightod millions of boys (and girls) who, in their carly days,
looked upon this fine and clever author as a benefactor. I
class Burrage as Ne. 1, as regards a caterer for youthful readers —
nothing obnoxious, but every line fit and proper, good wholesome
tales, which did credit to both publisher and writer. (4 Toast!
Herc's to the memory of E. Harcourt Burrage!)

The next phase in the career of the dear old "U.J." was when
the price rose $0 a penny, then three-halfpence, and finally to
twopence, By that {time the "Sexton Bleke" yarns were exclusive
to the paper end, strange as it appcars, throughout the long
sixty-odd years of changes of modes, fashions and manners, the
immortal detective, "Brilliant Blake", still holds sway over the
lovers of good, sound thrilling fiction end, es we hope, will
continue to do while the clever company of younger writers carry
on the traditions of their great predecessors, who, away back im
the haleyon days of our boyhood, the 'ninetics, and early twentieth
contury, set the example by using their very best efforts in the
work they did for the papers and books which specialised in the
King of Detectives - SEXTON BLAKE!

D O R
SCHOOL LIBRARIAN WOULD BE GRATEFUL FCR MAGNETS, CEAS, S.0.L'S,
C.D's., ANNUALS, ANY SUCH CCRRESPONDENCE VELCOMED AND ANSWERED.
PLEASE HELP.  ASHLZY, 23, MOUNTJOY, BRIDPCRT.

R e s e L
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COMICS CORUER

The Early History of Comics
By W.0.G. Lofta

To say when the very first type of comic paper was issued is
very debatable. There were papers published as long ago as
"Comic Times" and "Comic News" in 1847, but these were not the
comic papers we are so familiar with, they contained nearly all
written jokes, and occasionally single cartoons. It was not
until September 1883, when the well known firm of James Henderson
published & new type of humerous paper, that to my mind was the
beginning of the comics. "Seraps" as this new paper was called,
contained cartoons and sometimes severel single pictures joined
together to form a short story or a furny incident.

This paper was so popular with the public, that it was
expected that soon othor firms would follow suit; end in May
1884 the firm of Daziel Bros, followed vith "Ally Slopers Half—
holiday" which of coursc had as its main comic character the
rcnowvned Ally Sloper.

These papers it must be admitted were for the general public,
as well as perhaps for children, their huge success, can be seen
by the latter running for 1,788 issues, when it was amalgarated
with "London Life". By a strange contrast Gilbert Dazicl published
a companion to the "Half-Holiday in 1899 entitled "Ally Slopers
Haporth" which only ran for one issuec.

The amazing foresight of Alfred Harmsworth in 1890 saw the
great possibilities of this type of paper, for in lMay he produced
the first of many comic papers for children priced at Zd. entitled
"Comic Cutg". This paper in fact was boycotted by some Newsagents
at that time, because at the low price of %d. it was injuring the
Newsagents trade! This did not worry Harmsworth, because its
success was 80 phencmenal that it was making over £25,000 a year
profit! A very interesting announcement was made in the 11th
issue when it was stated that none other than the Prime Minister
(Mr. Gladstone) wns one of their most ardent roaders!

The rival firm of Trapps Holmes & Co. were quick to see tha
possibilities of this, and on the 12th of July, 1890 they issued
"Funny Cuts" with a very famous man =as Edi tor, Gordon Phillip~Hood,
who was noted for his yearly comic Anmuals. "Nobbler & Jerry"
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were the main comic characters, and this was the paper in which
quite a lot of Charles Hamilton's early work is to be found. Two
weeks later Harmsworth retaliated with "Illustrated Ghipn", but
they must have found the title too long winded, as after six
issues they shortened the title to "Chips'. lMany people are under
the impression that Weary Willie and Tired Tim were in the first
issue until the last (2,997 1953) but in fact this famous pair made
their appearance in May 1896, but were then called Weary Waddles
and Tired Timmy. These names were considered too long 0 pro-
nounce, and like the previous title were changed to the world
famous Weary Willie end Tired Tim after a few weeks. Tom Browne
the ereator of them is reputed 1o have said that they got on his
nerves, end handed them to another artist after a short while.
In yeer 1891 saw another four comic papers issued with the titles
of "Skits" "Comic Pictorial Wuggets" "Joker" and "Jolly Bits",
these were all of the same format of "Seresps" and by some collectors
they are not recognised as comics. 1892 saw the third of Harms—
worth papers issued entitled "Wonder" whilst Trepps Holmes had
their second comic running with the title of "Torlds Comic™,
Hendersons had "Comic Pictorial Tuggets". The year of 1893
saw only one new arrival that being "Larks" another Gilbert Daziel
effort, this was later bought out by Trapps Holmes Ltd. 1894 also
only saw one new comic entitled "Chempion Comic" this was a very
poor affair, and by some strange reason they reverted the numbering
back to number 1 again after 26 issues.

Comic Home Journal was the only new arrivel for 1895, whilst
1896 passed by without a new comic on the bookstalls.

Two new arrivals in 1897 were "Big Budget" and "New Joker",
whilst the last year in which new comics were published before the
turn of the century. 1898 produced no less than seven new arrivals
the first of these broke new ground in comic history as when
"Coloured Comic" was published in May of that year, its front cover
was coloured, previous to this, all comics were in black and white
on white or coloured paper. The front pasge colouring was not kept
up for long, and later was dropped although they still retained the
title of "Coloured Comic.

Charles Hamilton did much work for these papers which of course
also contained short stories (Trapps Holmes the main concern) but
it is very interesting to note that "Jokes" which was reelly the
continuation of "Joker" and "New Joker" was published by the
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Greyfriars Publishing Co. I have often wondered whether Frank
Richards first saw this famous name when he wrote his first story
about this school in 1900 (not published until 1908 of course;
in the "M,a,gnet"). "Pictorial Comic Life", "Monster Comic",

"Comic Bits" "Half-Fenny Comic" and "Dan Leno's Comic Journal",
the latter an attempt to boost sales by claiming it was edited by
thet femous comedian of that time Dan Leno, were the others pub-
lished in that year.

These were the comics as known published until the turn of the
century. If I have not given many deteils of some regarding
characters, etc., I hope that you will excuse me, as one must make
use of the space available, Perhaps in future issues of the C.D.
I can give interesting information regarding some of the comics
well knowm to us all, but that depends on space available.

29 UNION JACKS, 1903-5 (including Nos. 1, 2, 7 £3.10. SURPRISE
1894-1899, 50/-. 2] BOYS REALM FOOTBALL LIB. 1909-1914 52. 68
PLUCKS 1895-1904 £5. 48 DREADNOUGHTS 1912-1914 £5. 42 MARVELS
1893-1903 £3. 30 BOOKS FOR BATRNS 1896-1904 £4. 35 FIRST RATE &
LAND & SEA £3. 68 ;LDIVE HALF HOLIDAY & CHESRFUL (Pre 1900) £2.

33 BOYS BEST PAPHR 1911-1912 £2. 48 MICKEY MOUSE 1941-2 £2,

BOYS REALMS (1902-1916) including No. I £5. 99 YOUNG BRITATNS
(including Mo, 1) £3. 21 CHAMPION LIB. 20/-. 37 FOOTBALL &

SPORTS LIB. 35/-. 11 ALDINE VILD VWEST YARNS 10/6. 11 DIXCH HATKE 4d.
15/-. 22 DIXON BRETTS 30/—, 12 DEADWOOD DICK LIB. 15/-. 10 RED
ARROW 12/6. 22 TRUE BLUE 30/-. 13 ALDINE DETECTIVE 30/— . 10
NUGGET 1d. LIB. 25/-. 37 ADVEWTURES 1930's 30/, 24 _SCOUTS 1913~
1914 20/=. 11 ROVERS {including No. 1) 15/-. 17 WIZ:RDS (including
No. 1) 20/~.” 8 SKIPPERS (including Ko. 1) 12/6. 30 DETECTIVE
WEZLYS (including Wo, 1) 30/-, 12 BLACK BESS LIB.(including No. 1)
20/=" 12 EOTSPURS (1933) 10/6. 60 PILOTS 2. 20 STARTLERS 15/-.
BOYS PICTCRIAL 1-24, 20/—, 19 SPORTS BUDGETS 20/-. 45 TERILLERS £2.
60 ODERN BOYS £2. 46 BOYS MiGAZINE (ineluding Nos. 1-13) 50/—.
300 GHILDREN'S NEWSPAPER 1919-1925 (including No.1) 50/—. .LL
ITi4S POSTAGE FREE. S§.A.E. (for details) PLEASE. SATISFACTION
CUSRAVTEED,  ANY ITEM RESERVED AGAINST DEPOSIT.  EXCHANGE
SUGGESTIONS WELCOMED. (MANY TYPES OF PRE-WAR MAGAZINES WANTED)

T. LAMBERT, 347 GERTRUDE ROAD,
NORVICH.

¢
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HAMILIONIANA

Compiled by Herbert Leckenby
THOSE MYSTERIOUS "CREYFRIARS" LETTERS: Since last writing I
have reccived morc of these from Mz Prout, Jack Drake and Coker,
and Len Packman has had a post-card from Gosling. I have a sus-
picion that not all of these came from the original JjapeT.

Well, it was a good end clever leg-pull at first, but I think,
and others agrec with me, that it would be a pity to spoil it by
playing it too long. I am sorry, 0o, thet Mr. Quelch has not
revealed himself so that we could 'converse together!. After all
he went to a lot of trouble, but if I had not published the
letters, and I might not have done, I don't quite see what satis-
faction he expected to get out of it. As I said the letters were
much enjoyed at a Northern 0.B.B.C. (and later at a London one) so
why not allow us to give credit where it is due. So don't be
bashful 'Mr, Quelch'.

Xk

Here's a pers from the Eastern Province Herald, South ifrice,
of Feb. 24th, 1956 (kindly gent by Charles van Renen ). It ap-
peared under a big head-line. #IT {OULD HORRIFY BILLY BUNTER".

"To protect scheolchildren against the temptation of too many
sweets, the Transvaal Education Department has framed new
rules for tuckshops at schools.

Billy Bunter, the mythicel fat boy of Greyfriars who
habitually gorged himself on cake, cream puffs, tarts and
toffee woudl have been horrified at the curbs being placed
on his Transveal counterparts who have the zppetites of
hungry horses and for whom the standard school desks are
too cramped.” o

ind here's another. J.L. Hanning in the Sunday Dispatch
commenting on the M.C.C. spot of bother:
"4t any rate, when he asked for water, he was given a
bucketful. Very funny in the Remove at Greyfriars, but
humiliating for a Parkistani Test Umpire, sensitive that

the players disliked his decisions."
2
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TEE MAGIC OF ROCKTOOD

By Roger M. Jenkins

Rookwood is the last of Cherles Hamilton's creations which
never fails to interest me. It is true that, compared with Grey-
friars and St. Jim's, it scems rather the Cinderella of the trio,
dwarfed by its elder (though not ugly) sisters. It is also true
that a number of disériminating Hemiltonian collectors do not
greatly care for the work of Owen Conquests; indeed one great
authority once saggoested to me that there was an air of unreality
about the school, and that hc could scarcely believe even now that
the Magnet and the Gem author could have been responsible for these
stories. Why was Rookwood so different? Vhy is it nevertheless
that most collectors find it so completely absorbing? Vhy was it
so successful? Let us see whether an analysis of the structure
of the school will provide us with the answers to any of these
questions.

It is well known that Rookwood was crested in 1915 at the
request of Hinton to revive the flagging Boys!' Fricnd which had
just come under his control. The Rookwood story occupied about
a quarter of cach number, running to sbout four or five chapters
in lean years and to seven or cight in fzt ones. Eere at once
may be seen why the Roskwood tnles were so abserbing — they were
congtructed for a smaller stage, and all incssentials had to be
cut ruthlessly. Thus it is that whilst somc of the Greyfriars
stories in the early days {and a fow of the St. Jim's stories as
well) are frankly disappointing, there is not a single Rookwoed
story by Charles Hamilton which does not possess that air of live—
liness and oxpectancy which results when a good story is told
briefly and animatedly, leaving the reader anxious for more. OF
course, gome Rookwood storics arc better than others, but nome can
really be counted as a failure. It is possible te have too much
of & good thing, and thero are wydoubtedly some grounds for think-
ing that the cover to cover stories in the late Magnets were a
mistzken policy. Whatever temptations beset Frank Richards,
however, it may safely be stated that Oven Conquest was nover given
the opportunity to spread himgelf, and I do not think that the
Rookwood stories suffered ns a rosult.

The essential factor to bear in mind is that Owen Conquest
kept his canvas down to monageable proportions. The limelight
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was focused on the Classical Fourth which contained twenty—four
boys at its maximum; a fow in the Shell and Modern Fourth were
thrown in as counterweights, and there were of course one or two
seniors as well. Where the stories were appearing in short weekly
episodes, the readers did not want to be weighted down by = maas of
characters, and at Rookwood, at least, no form was in danger of be-
coming so large and unweildy as the Creyfriars Remove.

Another interesting point was the composition of the end study.
S5t. Jim's had its Terriblc Threc and Greyfriars its Famous Five, but
Rookwood cschewed odd numbers and boasted z Fistical Four instcad.
Vas this merely to be diffecrent? I do not think so. There is an
0ld saying to the effect that even numbers are company, but odd
numbers are not. I often think that study Ne. 10 in the Shell at
S5t. Jim's wanted anoiher occupant who would meke it as fascinating
as study No. 6 in the Fourth at the same school — that extra occu-
pant seemed to make all conversation far less personal and far more
intereating. Again, the Famous Five were really too many. They
lost helf the feeling of comradeship by being split up in so mony
different studies, end always lacked the integrated unity of the
Fistical Four. A group of four is the ideal number around which to
centre the stories: it allows for differences of opinion which do
not necessarily lead to isolation. *

The characterisation of the Fistical Four is particularly inter-
csting. Emerson says that every hero becomes s bore at last, and
it is cortainly true that Harry Wherton (and to a lesser extent Tom
Yerry) both sacrificed the affection of the reader at times when
they dug their toes in on some point of principle. (They were
usually in the right, but this robbed them of even more sympathy:
Johnny Bull, for instance, was necver so unbearable as when he was
right. ) When we come to Jimmy Silver, however, we find thet this
faint aura of righteousness is completely missing. This is reelly
very surprising, for the captain of the Rookwood Fourth could be
very high-banded at times, in his raids on smoking parties or in the
dormitory raggings inflicted on Mornington in his more recalcitrant
moments. Tom Merry's maxim was the rather passive "Thy grouse?"
but Jimmy Silver's was the more active "Keep smiling". The reader
could approve of any scheme which so cheery a youth initiated, and
for this reason perhaps Jimmy Silver never once alienated the affec—
tions of those who purchased the "Boy's Friend". Furthermore, there
wes never anyone in the Classical Fourth who seriously challenged
hig lecad: both Mornington and Lovell became captain at various
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timos, but it was obvious that neither had the real qualities of
leadsrship, and so Jimmy could go his own sweet way unopposed by
the better element in the form. Alas, this was not the case at
Greyfriars and St. Jim's, where there were several other eligible
cendidates for the post besides Harry Wharton and Tom Merry res—
pectively; probably none would have filled the post so success-
fully, but the idea of Blake or Talbot or loble as junior captain
of St. Jim's, or Todd or Field or Cherry as captain of the Remove
does not seem so unthinkable as the idea of not having Jimmy Silver
as captain of the Fourth. The Rookwood stories were built round
the Fistical Four at all times, whereas the Greyfriars and St. Jim's
stories had a way of meandering from the main groups of characters
altogether. The star attraction of the "Gem" was Gussy, not Tom
Merry, and the star sttroction of the legmet, in later years at
least, was Billy Bunter, not Harry Vharton. But Rookwood was
Jimmy Silver all the time, and Jimmy Silver was Rookwcod. There
were no two ways about that.

It was Lovell, however, who roally distinguished the Fistical
Four. Neither the Terrible Three nor the Famous Five contained a
member with such a low standard of intelligence. The story which
always sticks in my mind is the one in which Lovell, the treasurer
of the games club, was £1 short, and accused Tubby Muffin of
pilfering from the club funds.  Although Tubby certainly had de-
signs on the money, it turned out that Lovell had made an arith-
metical error in subtraction, -nd no money was missing at all.

To have included a character like Lovell in onc of the main groups
was & daring project which might casily have ruined the whole
scheme of things: imagine, for instance, Coker or Grundy appearing
regularly every week as z central charscter. Lovell's obstinacy,
his certainty that he know best, his refusal to fece unpalatable
truthe were all Coker-ish treits, but he wes sympathetically pre—
scnted. Despite his feults, and they werc legion, we were in-—
tended to like him, and we did. Moreover, he was not overplayed,
and could feature in a story without necessarily becoming an ob-
stinate ass. Arthur Edvard, likc Jimmy, was a definite success.

Eaving provided two well-defined characters, Charles Hamilton
might well have crlled it o day, and thrown in Raby and Hewcome eas
mere names to eact ns makeweights. There is a ccrtain amount of
dispute amongst Rookwood collectors on this point. It is obvious
that Raby end Newcome were not so well defined as the other
t_:_]zarac‘:era in the lecading groups at Greyfriers snd St. Jim's. On
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the other hand, Charles Hamilton has =greed that hc employed a
more subtle delineation of cheracter here: two strong characters
need two supporting characters to throw them into sharper relief.
Raby was a plump, curly-haired junior who had a stroak of obstinacy
and pride which rose to the surface rather embarressingly when he
was once unjustly suspected of being a funk, Newcome was dis-
tinguished by his quict sarcasm which made him the perfect foil
for Lovell. This set-up suited the Rookwood stories very well,
since there was not enought room to allow every one of the Fistical
Four to take the spotlight in cvery story.

To be continued.

THE COLLECTORS' DIGEST FRIZE CROSSWORD. MNo. 2 {Now Scrics)

This puzzle is just to
il > * és //f-L ://, amus¢ you for a few
Z minutes. But, to add
qé // //,’ 4/ 3 to the fun, a Postal
% & Order for 5/0 will be
% é o // b s sent to the sendor of the
o 3 T first correct solution
opcned by the Editor,
%"" /4'7 % and a 2/6 book of stamps
T3 IR = 7 e will be sent for tho
_b & A2 seccond onc recoived.
%Zm Z 7 e Z If you do not wish to
Fey 2 Es cut your C.D., mako a
Z % carcful copy of the
e {;“ o 43' squerc and post ite
B = T
= CLUES
L///' e Z ACROSS 1, 9. "Herc

comes Billy Bunter!® (1, 3,

3, 7). 7. Kind of doper
often found in Sexton Blake's company in the old days. 9. Seo le
10. Doubtful sbout Squiff just before the end. 11. To start with,
the school porter in the liner provides the animals. 13. Itts
painted on "The Threo Fishors", no doubt (3, 2, 7). 16. One of
Pentclow's came from Tasmanis. 17. Dicky Iugent? 18, Gem roadors
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will always cherish his memory. 19. Vhen Rylcombe accommodates

lir. Quelch. 21. The strength of Levison. 23. They used to say
she weaan't Frank's sister, 25. Sec 2. 27. Friardale Picture
House shows a poem in lofty style. 29+ Blagg, the postman, will
do this if he loses a thousand letters. 31. The end of the Magnet.
32, My Dear Len, aid to find a comic charecter who gave us lots of
fun, (7,7)s 35. The dealers in the old papers welcome them.

DOFN 2,8, 25 across. Just our Gussy - (5,2,2,4). 3. It des-
cribes Wun Lung, and yet it doesn's. 4. When we bought the

Gem (2,10). 5. A tune and a cry combine to meke history on the
cricket field. 6. Tom and this, for the old comic papor. 8. See
2. 11. Sword. 12. This officer is no rel-tive of Carne, though
he sounds Iike it. 13. Frank Richards is, the world over. 14.
ind the rest from set complete. 15. Nothing! Onc with an 'ist®
came to St. Jim's long ago. 20, Bunter spent Christmas at Lord
Reynham's. 21. Mr. Quelch plays golf with him, 22, The end of
the Latin lesson. 23. Hasten from Hop Hi offect. 24, Opera
by Verdi. 26. He edited My Hegazine. 2B8. T was no amatour, when
Lovoll Minor left him.  30. Mr. Tata from the old Sidney Drew
scrials. 33. Not you. 34. Born without stress.

(solution and prizewinners in our next issue, )
* * K X *

SOLUTION OF C.D. CROSSWORD Wo. 1
ACROSS 1. Mauleverer. 8. Fohn. 10. Strcams. 13. Foud. 14. Chad.
15. Eke. 17. Sce 31. 18. Hute. 19. Brott. 20. Orc. 21. Tairo.
22. GE. 23. Minor. 24, Frr. 25. Lobangu. 28. Tray. 29. Rank.
30. Seo T. 31. Brine. 32. Todd. 33. Oiler. 34. Hero. 35. Sce 7.

DUIN 2. Arthur. 3. Leeds. 4. Vin. 5. Efete. 6, Roe. 7 (with
30 and 35) "ind Bvery Story e Cem". 9. Hun. 10. School. 11.
Rate. 12. Scrious. 16. Kerr. 19. Bang. 21. Tinker. 22. Graydon.
23. Menner. 24. Error. 26. Orris. 27. Bail., 28. Totem, 31.
(with 17) Bonc. 34. He.

The first correct solution received by the Editor wes sent in
by JAMES W. COOK, 4, SWANSTON PATH, SOUTH ORHEY, HERTS, to whom a
postal order for 5/- has becn dispatched.

MACHET TITLES cont'-;:t-js 1562, Bunter tho Bragger. 1563, Rivals for
1chGEe y erts Big Biuﬁ’. 1565, Getting His Owm Back.
1566, The Schemer of the Remove. 1567, A Vontriloquisi's Vengoance.
1968, Billy Bunter's Dead Cort. 1569, Carter Tekes the Count.
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OLD BCYS BREK CLUB

LONDON SECTION

Anothor good gathcering of the "Brothoerhood"™ took place on this
ideal March day with a surprisc visitor from South Wales turning Upe
T.J. Hopkins who wrote to our Horbert many ycars ago was in tovm and
tock pot luck by coming to Wood Green and being fortunate found the
meeting in progress. He was in time to participate in Bob Blythe's
Twenty Questions Collectors' Quiz, Len Packman's Crossword Puzzle
and listen to Charlie Wright's very good talk on "My Collecting Life",
Previous to lMr. Hopkins arrival Len had conducted a very good “Gn
quiz and there had been two very good reports from the two librarians
Rogor Jenkins and Frank Vernon-Lay. The latter is doing good busi-
ness especielly with the Ezra Quirke series of the "lelson Leoe",

One and all will remember the recent article in the "C4D," end the
Frank Vosper one in the "Story Paper Collector" some years ago,
atout the St. Frank's Schoolboy Megicien. After the official busi-
ness had ended ir. Hopkins had some very good conversations especi-
ally with Bill Lofts. 4 very good meeting indeed, everything of
the best including the feed in the "Burrow'.

4pril mecting to be held at Vood Green on Sunday, 15th. 4 pem.
sharp.

UNCLE BENJAMIN.
F AR R AT

SCRTHERN SEGTION MERTING, MARCH 10th, 1956

To had been looking forward to this meeting for a long time
for it was the day of Roger Jenkins! visit, something which has
become one of the outstanding events of the Club's year.

Roger on this occasion divided his telk into two parts. The
first dealt mainly with some of the inconsistencies in the Grey—
friars and St. Jim's storiecs and the pert playod by the "substitute"
writers, that ever intriguing question. It all led to a very
animated discussion which was only broken off when the tea-cups
begen to be filled.

Then the refreshments had diseppcared we got down to a Quiz
entitled "Not in the Fourth Form", Quite a lot of Gerry's time
must have been spent in preparing the numbored sheets which were
handed round, Roger ¢ame out an casy winner.
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He then gave us the socond talk "The Magic of Rookwood". In
o most intoresting and convincing way hc built up a claim for
Rookwood as the most real of the three famous Hamilton schools.

You will be able to judge for yourselves for we arc publishing
his talk in two instalments.

Yes, altogether it was a very enjoyable evening. Come again
next ycar, Roger.

Next Meeting, 4pril 14th. For the occasion a talk by Ronald
Hodgson "The Story of the Northern Section 0.B.B.C."

Ron, I am sure will meke the most of the many memorsble events
in its six years of existence.

H. LECKENBY, .
JHorthern Section Correspondent.
HRET

MIDLAND SECTION MEETING, FEBRUARY 27th

We spent a very pleasant evening with a varied, what one might
call a "mixed #rill" programme., A reading, a quiz, references to
several letters received lately, some discussions of several topics,
and a further short talk by Treasurer Norman in favour of other
school story writers besides the immortel Charles Hemilton,

After preliminaries, Mr. Handley Senior read us some of the
story (in the 1922 "Holiday innual") of Talbot who had been un~
justly disgraced snd was doym and out in London until found by his
friends Tom Merry & Co. Dating from 1914, this story is an inter-
esting example of the old fashioned tragic type of story with the
"sob stuff" laid on rather thickly. Zven so, Martin Clifford
handled the theme in his masterly way meking the story far more
convincing than the immortal "Erie" of "Little by Little" fame.

The author of the Quiz (]&r. Broatar) described it as "Easy".
Um! A4h!  We were ssked to give the name of tho Removite hailing
from the place or country given. Thus Tharton and Bunter come
from Wimford and Redgate respectively; but cvon those very easy
ones did not necessarily come to mind straight away. Gratters
to the winner, ifrs. Brown.

After Norman's talk and further discussion, Mr, Handley Junior
roferred to his fortheoming reading centred around American
Frontier Life. This again stimulated a lively discussion but soon
it was time for "Lights COut".

ETFTARD DAVEY,

-



- - (109)

MERSEYSIDE SECTION — 11th MARCH

The scene at Waterloo House for the meeting resembled a
Collcotor's Dream for the members were busy sorting out periodicals
of all types - and ages — for the forthcoming Exhibition at Bootle
Library (April 9 - 21). There were "Vietorians" such as Deadwood
Dick, Claude Duval, The #d. Marvol, Frank Reado snd other "ildines"
(kindly loaned for this occasion) together with the various issues
of Magnet, Gem and Nelson Lee, plus the 1d. Popular, Union Jack,
Chums, and the popular comics of yesteryear. Finally, & Sub-—
Committee comprising Messrs. Ne. Pragnell, P. Laffey, E, Coldwell
and tho Chairman were elccted to attend to the final details. The
second half of the proccedings opencd with e "Tom, Dick and Harry“
quiz, and this resulted in e narrow win for Jack Morgan, and John
Burkc as runncr up. The evening was wound up by a discussion on
the scitings of Greyfriars storics and mey be rosumed at a later
date.

Next meeting. APRIL 8th, 6.30 p.m. when we hope "our Herbert"™
will honour us with his presence.

ANTED TO BOBRROW OR PURCHASE
Early Gems carrying the illustrations of WARVICK REYNOLDS.

Top price paid for issues of the above if they are in good condition.
JOHN L. JUKES, Stafford Lodge, Crosby Road, Westbourne, Bourncmouth,
Hantse

FOR SalE: Several Hundreds of inswers, Pearson's Veekly, John Buil,
Tit-Bits, Years 1920-1939. Mint Condition. Most Never Beon
Cpened.  3d. per copy. Lots preferred. Eefer Bditor-C.D.

C.E,F. VENNIMORE, 25 BYRON LVENUE, WEST HOUNSLOW, MIDDLESEX.

TWanted — "School Friend Annual" years 1928, 1929 and 1930. Your
price paid. LEONARD PACKMAN, 27 ARCHDALE RCAD, EAST DULVICH,
LOKDON, S.E.22.

TANTED: Pre-ar Science Fiction, U.S.4. Megs. only. F. VERNON LAY,
167 WATFORD ROAD, HARROW, MIDDLESEX.

FOR SALE: Collectors' Digests Nos. 68, 71, 76, 78, 79, 80, 82, 86, .
%5 93, 95, 97, 99 o 103, 105, 107, 108, 94 cath or 17/6 the lot.
D.B. TEBSTER, 7 CROSBY ROAD, SOUTH, LIVERPOOL, 7.
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By JACK T0OOD, WOST.W, 328, Stockton Lene, York

I thought Frank Unwin's article would provoke some discussion
among ardent, though from my point of view not always very vocal,
Leeites.  Norman Pragncll, of course, has sprung nimbly to
Hipper's defonce, and so has Jim Cook.

Norman writos:

It was with the greatest interost that I read Frank Umiin's
refreshing article on the alleged strength and weaknoss of the
stories of Hdwy Scarlcs Brooks. It is all thc more the pity that
ko has allowed his obvious bias against Nipper to affeet the
acouracy of his writing. Bven when discussing soccer Frank
Unwin must surely find himself in crror. Thy is it ridiculous
to compare Finney with Matthews? Did not the Selector have to
ponder over the respective merits of these two great players for
meny years when selecting England's team?

“hat amounts to a contradiction appears when discussing "Lost -
Vorld" stories. To say in one breath that theso stories werc
almost rosl and in the next breath to rofer to them as "rathor
ridiculoug" hardly makes scnsc. It is howover when dealing with
Nipper that Frank Unwin makes his most sorious mistake, Let us
road his words again. ", smart 4lec”, "One who was never at
frult, whose judgment never failed him," Perhaps we shouldlock
at just a few cxemples of Nipper's alleged infallibility.

Firstly, the classicel series dealing with Ezra Quirko.
Surely it was Browne alonc who was capable of expesing Quirke's
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plots, for Nipper, while belicving Quirke was a trickster was
unable to do much about it. llext let us take the casc of
Bernard Forrest's return to St. Franks. Did Nipper see through
him ? lio, definitely not. It was Handforth herc who exposed
Forrest up to his old tricks. ind then that wondcrful jape when
the lioor View girls kidded some of the juniors that St. Frank'!s had
beon turned into a school for young ladies. Here Nippor was
kidded 211 along the line by a plot that a six year old should have
seen through. Lastly woe can turn to Nipper's head long clash with
Helson Lee when St. Frank's was in disgraco. Herce he proved him—
self irresponsible when he considered a mere football match rather
than the good name of the school.

Wo, Frank Unin, Nipper was no perfeci schoclboy, but he wes
a born leader, and why not? He had been trazined by Felson Lee,
and therc was none better for such = job.

ispart from Nelson Lee himself, Nipper was the fincst personality
to appear in the "0ld Pspers" and it is to be deeply regretted that
for long periods Tipper was to be reclegated to = back scat to allow
Handforth to hop all the limelight.

Before letting Jim end the discussion; for the time being at
any rate, perhaps I may add a peint or two of my own. Fipper's
alleged infallibility, of course, was always = source cf trouble,
and I think the fault lay not so much with Brooks as with the
history of the character.

Nipper had long been established as a definite personaliiy by
his creator, Maxwell Scott, in whose able hands he had become a
leading light at St. Finian's (more about that in the lnnual from
Percy Morth, I hope) and an associate of the Princae of Talcs.

That was the character, with that of ¥elson Lee, whom Broocks
had to mould inte the answer tc the Megnet, the Gem and the other
Paporse It was a hard task, because Nipper just was different,
and Brocks made a gocd job of itf. He was allowed e long run with
the stories "narrated by Nipper" plan, which obviously could never
work effectively throughout as Nipper could not be in more than one
place at a time. Thero were several lettors to the editor about
Nipper's apparent priggishness and the reply was alweys that Lee's
training was responsible for his naturelly superior judgment.

Novertheless, oventually the stories were told in the third
person, and while the reader lost the personsl approach, he gained
in the story's oredibility. iAs Norman says, ipper was often very
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human, but that does not detract from his soundness as a leader in
planning suporbly for a barring out (anotlmr thorny subject, I
lmaw!). 7ith his detective training, that was not unnatural, but
snother sample of Brooks's thoroughness in planning his stories.

And now, over to Jim Cook, who in the form of an open letter
to Frenk says:

Dear Frank,

Naturally, I rcad your article in the C.D. and I liked it.
But poor old Nipper! Doesn't anybody like him?

Being a London street urchin he would, of course, be "strects"
ghead of any "cotton wool" college boy in planning end scheming.
Then with such a Suv'nor es Nelson Lee there's no telling how
high old Nippsr would get in that fantastic but loveble world
created by E.S. Brooks. ind high he did get, you know. He was
the "Power behind the threne" all dong the line.

If you recall the Moat Hollow series that Brooks wrote at a
time when old Edwy had the boys of Dothboys Hell in his mind's eye,
you cannct have failed to hawve loved Wipper for his part in that
memorable role he played as Protector.

Do you remember the time when he was expelled for an "attack"
on Kenmore end he came back to St. Frank's disguised as a new boy?

Do you remember - oh, Frank old man, how Hamiltonia will
chuckle over the discomforture of the Lee-ites. Fullwood's
metamorphosis was sudden, but have you ever seen a convert? I
have, and it happened overnight. I do believe when you wrote that
article you were surrounded by ice and snow and perhaps you had

?
it Yours very sincerely,
J.W. COOK,
EXAREKE

4nd now Bernard Thorne has something to say to Jim.

I have just finished reading Jomes Cook's excellent article
in the February C.D. His treatment of this top-flight series of
Edvy Searles Brooks leaves nothing to be desired.

There are, however, one or two points on which I would like
o commeont.

Jim is smazed at the lack of enthusimsm shown by Lecites for
this particular series. I would like to assure him that no series
hes greater popularity among the many Leeites with whom I
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correspond. My letter files show countless instances of regard,
not only for this series, but also for Ezra Quirke, who must rank
among the top five St. Frank's characters with all who still en-
thuse over ESB. I can assure him that "this rcmarkeble and en-—
thralling achievement" will live when meny other school tales are
forgotten.

Finally, may I through the medium of the CeDe join the many
who must be offering their thanks t¢ Allzh and Jim for his first-
class articla.

Witk kind regards,
Very cordi=ally,
BERNARD R. THCRNE.

GENEROUS EXCEANGES or your price for certain Masncts in the 400's
and Hos.1000 - 1300, Badly in need of Nos. 906 and 907 for
binding. Lists welcomed.  CHARLES ViN RENEN, BOX 50, UITENHLGE,
SOUTH AFRICA.

(Yere are some interesting recollections told with many tcuches
of humour which I am sure will sppeal to all whether members of the
Clubs or not. H.L.)

MORIES AND HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 0.B.B.C.
by Charles Vright

The cvents in this short resume of the 0.B.B.C. are written
down at some hazard and are not in chronological order; that must
remain for the historian of the future.

The 0.B.B.C. was founded by Bob Blytho and Len Packman, but
twhat happened at that first meeting I dc not know, as I was con-
spicuous by my sbsence. But gbout that time I peid a visit to
Llfred Horsey, of Walthamstow, who informed me of the formation of
the club, and I turned up at what I think must have been the second
meeting, where, incidentally, I first had the pleasure of meeting
Eric Fayne; but the great surprise for mec was meeting Ben Whiter
agein, as tho last time I had seen him wes in 1917 when we were at
school together! It is true wo have rather less heir now then we
had then, but our lcve for the old books has stood the test of time.

____Much water has flowm under the bridges since thet memorsble
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meeting, and we have since then had gatherings at Wood Green snd
Dulwich, our twe main venues, and also at Greenwich, Howve, Brighton,
Surbiton, Stenmore, Blackheath and Holloway. Many are the mem-
ories they bring back: the meeting at Fronk Keeling's at Stenmore,
when he had to unscrew the door and take it off to accommodate us.
I remember it was a boiling hot day and we decided to hold the
actual meeting in the garden; a splendid idea! But alas, Frank
kept ducks and they decided to hold an opposition mccting, and so
loud was the incessant quacking thot the speakers could not be
heard, s¢ we had to retire into the housc, leaving the ducks
triumphant. On that occasion we had two guosts, Eric Parker, tho
Sexton Blake artist, and Kenneth Brookes, the illustrator of many
1lslson Lees! and 'Gems'.

Then there wzs a meeting at Greenwich in the carly days, when
Harry Homer turned up very late, having been to a Scottish Inter-
national match or meeting somewhore, and he came striding down the
road with a Scotch hat perchod very much on the side of his head
and walliing very crect in casc ho spilt =z drop. Ve were also
favoured nt this meeting by o visit from Potor Cusking, a charming
man; who is now bettor known than ever through the medium of T,V.
Also at a Ureenwich meeting Harry Homer brought along Douglas
Cardew Robinson, the cad of St. Fanny's, who told us that the name
Carder was taken frcm the *Gem'.

Hany of those who were there will no doubt remember the very
pleasurable visits to Eric Fayne's school at Surbiton, with the
fine feeds admirably served by 'Madam', and after the meeting the
adjournment to the little school cinema where Eric used to Tun
through » programme of cartoon pictures, and many's the laugh we
have had over the old Nack Sennet comedies. There was one
oceasion when we were all to be surprised by a visit from Vhooler
Dryder, wellknown in Hollywood, but unfortunately he
wendered all round Surbiton without finding us, znd was rather
upset gabout it.

However, the world wagged on nhd the heavens remained in
their appointed place. Incidentally, it was at Surbiton that I
and a few other members first met Herbert Leckenby.

Then there were our annual visits to Hove, first at Friar
Road and then at Raphael Road. Ve usually made a day of it,
meeting at Victoriz under the clock, and then talking books =11
the way to Brighton. Ve then split up and went our various ways,




___(115\
meeting egain at John Robyns' delightful residence, where 'Robby',
being an ardent Pearl Vhite fan, used to be very happy to show us
an instalment of the Pearl White serial "The Clutching Hand", which
brought back memories to many of us, when we used to go to the so
called 'Picture Palsces for a penny, to follow up this (to us then)
"Thrilling Seriall. The last couple of years, however, has ssen
Brighton as the venue of our 'annual', at the home of Gladys and
Bill Jardine, who, in addition to furnishing a real Bunteresque
spread usually has a surprise of some sort up his sleeve, such as
a quiz recorded on a tepe machine, or a printed menu with a poem
and a mep on the back. Charming hosts, Bill end Gladys. These
'annual' meetings slways coineide with 'Our Herbert's' London
visit, so of course the poor chap always has to make a speech;
however, Herbert enjoys it, we enjoy it, and everyonc is happye

Dulwrich has also furnishod its quota of memories, both at
Archdale Road and Hume Houss. The two high spots were when Edwy
Searles Brooks paid us visits, and generously and good-humouredly
answered all the questions that were fired a2t him from all parts
of the room. These two visits were erranged by Bob Blythe, who
was at that time the Editor of the Felson Lee Column in the C.D.

I heve met many of the stalwarts of the book world, both at O.B.B.C.
and private meetings at Dulwich, such as the Rev. A.G. Pound, from
Birmingham; H.A. Smith of Diss, in Norfolk (who I remember had two
enormous suitoases crammed with books, and I bought two beeutifully
bound volumes of 'Robin hood Li'brary'3; Old-timer Harry Dowler,

of Manohester, and Kaxwell Scott authority; Don Tebster, Chairman
of the Liverpool brench of the CuB.B.C.3 Clifford Beardsell of
Stockport; Leslie Branton of Hull; Ernest Hubbard of Sheffield
and many others.

We also had occesional mectings at Bob Blythets place when he
lived at Hollowsy, at which time his femous Nclson Lee complete
collection was always on view; his window also afforded a good
view of Cliff House!

Twe or three meetings were also held at Ron Deacon's house at
Blackhoath. Ron, of course, is an ardent Science Fiction fan, and
a good number of these books were always available for those who
were intcrested.

The saddest meeting of all was at Wood Green, a Christmas
meeting I think, when in the midst of the enjoyment we were guietly
informed that Bcb and Ben Vhiier's charming mother had just passed

avay; 80 we all eilently departed.
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After the formation of the 0.B.B.C. there soon followed
branches at Leeds, Birmingham and Liverpool; in fact Len was up
North at the Inauguration Meeting of the Leeds branch, and he very
kindly gave me the photo that was tsken on that occasion and which
ig now in my hobby scrap album. An Australien brench was also
formed, and although I haven't heard a lot about if of late, it is,
I believe, still functioning.

Early on, through the efforts of Bob Blythe, an exhibition of
0ld Boys Books was held in the Islington Public Library, and e very
good display it was. Unfortunately, some kind person ‘'knocked
off! three of Bob's early Nelson Lees, but they were, I am glad to
say, rerlaced some time later.

One of the greatest highlights was the discovery — or re-
surrection if you like — of Hr. C.H. Chapman, the famous 'Magnet!
artist, through the shrewdness snd perseverence of Bob Whiter.

He had paid us severrl visits and e charming old gentlemsn he is,
as all who have met him will agree.

Humerous sre the guests that have been at the meetings at
different times; Mr, Gorfain, the Editor of the Silver Jacket;
Mr. Vennimore, who has sc many No. 1's, all in mint condition as
if they had just come off the press; Don Wicks, who blew in from
Augtralia; Gerald Campion, when he was chosen to be T.V's Billy
Bunter (I suppose those of us who were prescnt can bhoast of seeing
the great W.G.B. in the flesh); Mr, Arthur Harris, the "Comic
King", who graced our last January meeting; members from othexr
brenches, and on occasion a postal membor who was in London either
on business or a holiday.

I have memories of the reporter and photographer from 'The
Leader' whe came to Wocd Green for information and photos at a
meeting there, and upon which an article duly appearcd in that
periodicaly memories of ir, Mortimer doing conjuring tricksj
Harry Homer with his spectacles tied together with string, the re-
gult of making soquaintance with tho bottom of & ditch! 1f I re-
counted them all, this article would go on for a long, long time.

Bob Whiter, the indefatiguable, on one occasicn bad o T.V.
set installed for the meeting, so that we could watch "Dilly Bunter
of Groyfriars" which ot that timo wes being depicted, and while
looking in we were photogrephed by the local paper, also arranged
by the enterprising Bob; but my personal enjoymeml. wns somewhat
marred by the feet that I was nursing a carbuncle on my neck!

To bo continued.isaess
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