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3rom the [ditor's ~hai r 
A NOTEWORTHY EVENT. Gemites! has it occurred to you that on 
November 3rd next it will be just 50 years since the first St . 
Jim's story appeared on the bookstalls? It hadn't to me t i ll th e 
alert Percy North mentioned it . The story was the immortal Jack 
Blake of St. Jim's , and it appeared in the ye llo w- cover ed "Pluck " , 
for the Gem of course hadn't then be born . Well, a ll will agree , 
Gemites or not , that we must fit ting l y mark the occas i on in th e 
November C. D. with articles appe rteining to the famous school and 
i t ' s host of characters who st i ll l ive . 

There 's nothing lik e leaking ahead , so get your wits to work, 
Gemites . Tell us how you first became acqua int ed with your favo ur­
i te character and story and anything else you think will appeal . 
But don •t l et your pons run away with you, be crisp and get to the 
point so that I cen give quite a number of you a share in an epic 
number. 

THE ANNUAL. Owing to changes in th e staff of our duplicating 
agenc y it is imperative t he.~ we sho uld make an ear ly start with th e 
Annual thi s year . Remember it marks the end of a decade too , so 
we want to make it the bes t ever . You will be helping a lot if 
you can get down to your articles and deliver them as soon as eve r 
poss ible. ******* 
INDEX VOL. 2. With this number you will find the very l ong overdue 
Vol . 2 Index . As I said last month I sho uld be grateful if you 
would help towards cos t . I t would be about covered if ech con -
tributed stamps to th e amount of 3d, two 11<!. ones would be onven­
i ent. If th e response is favourable we could then get on with th e 
other vol umes, if Roger is willin g t hat is , and can f i nd the tim e . 

Yours sincere l y , 
IIERBER'l' LEX:KENBY. 
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BL .fJJ<J4/V.fJ 
Conducted by JCSEPHINE PACJ<MAN 

27. Archdale Road , East Dulrlch. I.ONDO;! S.E.2 2 . 

Thank!! t o our • roving reporter• Bill Lofts, I em very pleased to 

ar.nounce another forthcoming •scoop ' fo r Blakiana . Bill has ob-

t&ined first-hand information and data frcm and on a well-known a.'ld 

present day Blake author, all of which rill appear very shor tly in 

tho J>88CS of this section of the C.D. 
Tho main feature for next month will be Eric Copeman' s excellen t 

full-l ength article "Tum Beck the Clock ". I fe el sure that when 

you have read it you will all agree we must have more such worl< fror:i 

the pen of our Australian chum. 
I have been Biven a copy of a little magazine called "Crime 

Parade" cont~ an article on Sexton Blake . Some of the infol'­

mation i s a lready known to practically all Blake devote es , but a 

number of interesting dotails are well vorthy of reproduction . I 

a:, therefore pr epar ing a nmber of extracts which will be published 

in Blakiana in the near future . 
Finally , al though I have enough material in hand to last for 

several months , I do look forward to your continued support in t he 

form of articles for Blakiana . Time goes by very quickly, and the 

preparation and production of even this little section of the maga­

zine requires quit e a bit of planning vell in advanc e - based on 

available material . 
Oh yes, I almos t for(>'Ot it ••• I wonder if Tinkor would apprec­

iete th e 'pin - ups' adorning the covers of the latest issu es of tho 

S.B.L? 
Josie Packman. -SEXTC!l BLAXE, MARl<S1oiAN 

by W.T. Thurbon . 

It is pretty obvious that a man leacting a li fe such as Sexton 

Blake lod must bo n dead sho t, or else ho would soon have been n dead 

dotectivo. But not only was ho a crack pistol sho t - he wos also a 

crack shot with the rifl e ; as vi tness particularly his t ravels with 

Lobengu. 
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0ld Lobongu himself was a vile shot; but a safari that in­

cluded Blske end Sir Richard Losoly must have been pretty hot stuff' 
to dross , and quit e often they roped in another good shot for com­
pan,y - witness Jose the guide in "The Long Trail',' and Trott the 
Mining Engineer in "The Gol den Reef" . 

In a story at the beginning of the 1914-18 war Blake and the 
Hon. John Lawless (another good shot) came across a store of arms 
hidden by a Genoan spy in an ol d ta,er in the lledvey , and made some 
pretty pr ac tic e with t he Germans' own mausers against the spy and 
his compatriots. 

Cecil i!ayter's early Lobangu stories showed traces of Ride r 
Haggard. Those Winchesters and Express ri n es ! In 11U. J . 11 No. 17 1 
"The Slave Market" we read of Winchesters . In No. 206 "Sexton 
Blake, Whal.er11

, Blake 's party have with them two "Sixty Guinea 
Expresses and three Winchester Repeaters". In the course of the 
story they make their escape from the Whaler that has picked them up 
and take with th em four Martinis from the ship 's arms rack, since 
they lack 8llll:lunition fer their own rifles. Hayter remained very 
faithful to the Winchester. In No. 404 "The Flying Column", 11The 
Winchesters chattered and ripple d" . In No. 504 , "The Long Trail" , 
the guide Jose, carried a "Winchester repeater over the crook of 
his l ef t arm.11• Later he is found using in this a "heavy . 450 
bull et wit h a long cartridge" . And with this he did some pretty 
shooting. In this story Blake seems to have dese rt ed his favourite 
Winch~ster for the long Lee-Enfield, for not only are Blake and 
Tinker both drawn with this rifl e , but Lobangu als o speaks of "IllY 
rifle that speaks ten times" . In late r sto rie s th e t~ of ri fl e 
i s not specified , tholJ8h in nThe Treasure of Sonora 11 we find so ldiers 
of a South American r epublic anned with ol d Manlicher rifles. In 
"U .J." No. 795 "The Moon of the East " ( a story in which Sir Richard 
appears , but not Lobengu) we again find Blake and Loso ly anned with 
11\iinches t ers and Expresses". Incidental l y, in No. 752 "The Golden 
Reef 11

, Trott, the Mining Ellgineer, examines his rif l e ; "Then he 
tried the lock action a coupl e of t imes , easing down th e hammer with 
his tbuob. " What was this rifl e? - possibly a Winchester, s inc e it 
h£d a hammer, but if so an ol d pattern. It could not have been an 
ol der Double Express, for Trott fires five shots "like a burst from 
a Lewis gun". This is a littl e problem to which I have so far 
found no sol ut ion. 

When it cam to hand- guns Blake ( or Cecil llnyter) seems to 
prefe r the Smith & Wesson. Ther o are s everal references to this in 



Ul tor stori es . 
Let us wat ch Sexton Blake in action : 
In "Sexton Blake , Whaler" , Blake tac ltl osabear that is raiding 

their stores . "Blak e knelt down to got a better sight of him, 
steadies himself, and fired f or the heart . There was a deep cough­

ing grunt and bruin rolled over" . 
In "Tho Flying Column11

, there is a wond.erf'u.l. scene in which 

Blake , Tinke r and Lobnngu, acting as rearguard to their party , hol d 

a narrow defile against their pursuers. "At the s i ght of the barl.'­

icade the leading fil es checked, and an llll8l1', but erratic sto m of 

l ead swept over the top of the boulders. ' !low• said Blake. The 

two Winchesters chattered and rippled, and tho Askari front ranks 

melted away. Some were even shot down by their own oen from behind; 

for with a native •s usual unhandiness with firearms, they loo sed off 

indiscriminately , heedless of their own lead ers . 
The dead and dying laid in thickly piles heaps, and the Win­

ches t ers grew heated ; but still the Askari came on. Blake flw,g 

down his empty rifle and pi cked up one of the spare ones; two 
seco nds l a ter Tinke r did the same. The attack ers wavered under this 

nev lead storm, and th o heavy bull ota did th e ir work vit h an audible 

thud - pbut. Then the wavering became a penic, and th e Askari broke 

and fled . 
'Load quick ' continood Blake , ' this is only the beginning . They 

can afford to loLJo men, and next ti.me they 'll pu3h th o chargo home' . 

Vorkin8 ri th fev erish energy they jW!IDCd car tridges into the 

magazines, and tried to cool the barrels by layi1'8 thee "68inst th o 

clemmy rQCks whenever there was a trickle of moisture •••• . ••• • • •• •• " 
Thore is a pause in the attack , then Ti.'lker points out to Blake that 

one of tho dood men outside has opparontly moved cl oser: "Blake 

sto.red bard , fancying that sa:,e trick of the dim li g.'lt had deceived 

hiz:>; and t hen bene3th the dead man' s body ho caught sight of two 

glittering points - eyes . In a flesh oo understood. It wos an 

old rus e . Relying on the uncertain light tho Askari, using their 

doo.d as shields, were croeping up t o get within a t r iking dis tancc . 

Bloke took ooroful o.i.m and fired, and tho eyes disoppoored" . 
It i s n pity spoco precludes quoting tho whole chapt er . It i s 

per haps lleytor•s greatest battl e scone , and in oll African ndventur o 

talcs equalled perhaps only once or twi ce by too Master , Ride r 
Haggard. 

In "Tho Long Trail" th ere is much pretty shooting , notably by 
Jose the guide with bis \linche st or . But in one scene we find 
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Blak e 's marksmanship at its peak. The cacp of the party in the 
Amazonian for ests is attack ed by tre e men armod with poi soned darts. 
Bl,ike hss bui l t she l ters fo r his bearers, but t he cunning tree men 
hsve found a wook placo in the r oof of one hut and broken it by 
dropping logs. As the see.red bear e rs seek to escape from the 
wreckage, the tre e l!len trap thel!l f r oc above with tough liens r opes : 

"There were as many as t en or elev en dangling in the air at one 
tic e, caught in various fashions . . ...• 

'By the Lord Harry ' roared Sir Richard , ' I can't stand this' , 
and bl &zed at the leafy canopy wherever he sa w a chance , It was 
here that Jose's marvellous shooti ng, and Blake ' s came into play. 
llhile Tinke r and Sir Richard kept up a hot fire at the men above , 
they conce ntr ate d thei r attention on those swinging, straining 
li enas - a tricky mark in such a light - a lo ng, dangling, jerking 
rope of t ough fibre, no more than in inch in di~ , and always on 
the move. Five cen they rescued in this way, before they had been 
hauled up far enough to be seriously hurt by t he fall. A suth -
came down with no wors e damage tha.'1 a snapped collar bone" . 

One las t glimpse at Sexton Blake, Narksman, ..s Cecil Hayte r saw 
him. 11The Golden Reef ": 

"-- at each landing one of them - general l y Blake - s t opped to 
make ' l ook see ' • Once he caught sigh t of moving figures on the 
edge of the grasses and emptied a magazine of cartridges on chance . 
Two of them, at any rate, found their mark, for one man l eap t high 
out of the grass , and geve a yell which reached them l ike a faint 
whine , before he crumpled up . The other just bent forward on his 
knees - and then slithered forward with his nose in the ooze and 
l ay still . The bullet had oaught hio through the head. 'That' s 
pretty shooting ' said Trott, who had been squinting over Bl ake •s 
shoulder. 11 

An ear l y 11U.J . 11 tale was 11Sexton Blake , Te1Ti to rial". What a 
pity , at le ast ao far as I 1mow, that no one ever gave us "Sext on 
Blake at Bisle:v" . There ' s an idea there for the A. Press ; they 
mi ght produca at the appropria t e tim e a top i cal. , and readable , 
S . B. Lib. 

11:I.Cefil! PETER SAXON 
by Eric Copeman, 

SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY No. 353 (Third Series) has made his t ory . 
Or is t hat only my hu.-nble opinion? Issued in February 1956, first 
and foremost its cover is both st r iking e.nd revolutionary t and I can 
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imagine many of t he devoted "old-t i.cers" shaking their heads sadly 
and saying "Blake ' s slip ping badly, poor old soul ! " And that just 
because the glanor ous Teresa Ber.a,o and her flame-co l oured dress 

vas used by the publishers 88 a "drawcard" on the bookstalls ! 
Well, all I can say is that I hope she bewitched the lot of 

browsers into buying themselves a copy. 
For S. B.L. No. 353 is wri tt en by Peter Saxon and, to the best 

of cy Jm.owledee, it is his f ir st Blake yam. It ' s title is DANGER 

AHEAD, and then, cer tainly is plenty of that, and all t ho thrills 

and suspense you could desiZ9 , and all to l d in a taut , tense , cco­
pelling style that cakes you want to read on into the next chapt er. 

When I finished reading the story , I confess, thou8h, that I 

was disappointed . 
res, I was disappointed that I didn't possess yet anothe r Peter 

Saxon ysrn of Blake thst I could pick up and read im:ledia tely . 

In case ol d-ti.oars C>ight think I am merely speaking for the 
ne·,er generation in lauding this pe.rticulsr yarn , le t me confess 

that I Im.cw Blake when he battled with Zeni th am PlUJ:lllcr and 
R,ymer and llu Ling ; when he had hectic adventures with Waldo and 
Ruff Henson and Splash Page; when he travelled to odd corners of 

t he globe with Purval.e, and when he matched his wits agninst Ferraro , 

Leon Kestrel, Paul Cynos, Sat ir e and the Confed era tion . Grand 

titles, admittedly, but pest. 
Bl ake battles today with criminols who operate maybe on a 

scalle r scale (in this csse concerning the sabotaging of t he minin8 
of cabal t , a key mineral in this atoC>ic age) . But - ar.d here is the 

point- these days Blake fights his bat tles to a finish an~ Justice 
is done . Phmm,er, Rymer, etc . may have been chaming as well as 

unocrupulous but they defied t he l ow, and, l oo th 88 we are t o con­
fess it, Blake never finally """"8Cd to bring cany of them to book! 

'l'odsy he has few failures . (And isn't it a failure when the 
criminal gets aw,zy? Be honest , nov. Isn't it?) 

llhich b~ me back to Peter Saxon's DANGER AHEAD. I rocoo­

nen d thi s story to anyone who want s to cee t Bloke the man of action 

Bloke the = of grit and determination . 
Set in Portuguese West Africa it carri es an air of authenticity 

and the characters of Enrico Oliveira , Chief of the Cabinda Branch 

of the Portugue se Security Servi ce , his secretary the glamorous 
Rita Csrrerss , the huge and vill ainous Serilla, six fe et nine tall, 
who nearly breaks Blak e ' s back by sheer bru te strength, and Cunha, 

the ape-like dwarf at the house of intrigue in Loanda , where also 
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Bla lc~ -:10 0 +.t ';\..:. h,. .... · ·~;,ful Teresa so ably depicted in the cover ill us-
t r at -:...,: ':.'. ·-· - K : .: 1~3e chs:racters are extremel y well-drawn. 

, don ' t !mu-: :cs Peter Saxon is , but I do say this : If he can 
contfoue writ ing Blake stories of the high s tandard of DANGER AHEAD, 
I believe tha t i n 1956 the popularity of the Man from Baker Street 
will cl imb once more and new followers of his exploits wil l be foWld . 

My one fear is that this one brilliant story sho ul d be Pet er 
Saxon's lone cont r ibution t o the Blake Saga, and that, now that it 
has been published, it ' s author should not be heard of in our Circ le 
again. 

It happened some years ago with author Richard Standish who 
turned out an excellent yarn, Tl!E CASE OF SGT. BILL MCRJJE!l (s.B,L , 
No. 85 , year 1944) . And it has happened with others . 

It musn ' t happen with Peter Saxon , 

~. This a r tic l e was written and sent from Australia in Barch . 
Another yarn by Pet er Saxon has now been published (S ,B.L. !lo. 358 
"Decoy for Murder") , and one of the June numbers will be by this 
autho r , entitled "Fl ight into Fear " . I agree with Hr. Copeman 
that Peter Saxon's first s tory is quite good , but I have an idea he 
is going t o be very disappointed when he reads No. 358, for Tinker 
does not appear at all ; in fact it is rrzy opinion that this st ory 
was written as an ordinary detective yarn suitable for any paper 
wherein the name of any detective coul d be used - unfortunate l y , i t 
had to be Blake : ) 

Josie Packman. 

In "The Devil 's Can Can11 by W. Howard Baker, Sexton Bl ake is 
making an in t roduction . Says he: 

")!y assis tant, Edward Carter , but everybody calls him Tinker; 
only they !mow why" . 

Well , well, after a ll thes e years. Blake fans should march to 
Fl eetway House in protest . 

Wise-crack f r om Lawrence Morl ey - "It ' s t he SEXton Blake 
Library now11• -

****"******IIIIIIII II N ll**HINII II IIII IINllllllll)ll ll l li!NllllNllN II Nll Nl(NNltllll ll llllll.l( Jtll llllll 

SCHOOL F!UEtID WEEKLY. Wanted, .!!!!1£ i ssues for 1919, 1920 and 192 1 
onl y . Oddoents or runs wel comed. L. Packman, 27, Archdale Road, 
East Dulwich , London S . E.22 . 
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"C O M I C S" C O R N E R 

by il .O.C. Lofts 

If one excepts CHICK'S OWN and TIIIY TOl'S which - apert from not 
being of the same vintage - are only for the 'toddlers ' , the la st of 
the comic papers of our chi ldhood days has fini shed . 

When I bought the RAINBO\I a few week>! ago for IDlf nephew, I saw 
written on the front page "Don' t miss the exci tL.,g news on page 6"; 
this was t o the effe ct that as from the following week the RA.IilllOil 
would be amalgamated with TINY TOl'S. 

The RAIP.llOW first saw the light of day on 14 February 1914, and 
right from the very beginning the famous charac t ers "The Bruin Boys" 
appeared on the front !'88", These charactern were originated by an 
artist named H. Foxwell , who handed theD; over to another artist when 
he left the A. Press to dra w the well - known lla.il y Mail cartoon 
"Teddy Tail" . 

llhen I was young, how I - lik e many othern of us - enjoyed the 
antics of the Bruin Boys: Tiger Tim, Bobby Bruin , Joey the p,rrot, 
Jacko the monkey, Willie the Ostrich, Fido the dog, Ceorgie the 
giraffe, and occasionally Piggy Forker and Percy the pelican , not 
forgetting the lovabl e !!rs. Bruin, 

other cheracters, too, were in the RAINBOW almost from th e 
begincil>g to the end, such as Susie Sunshine (originslly Susie and 
her Pet Foms), Marzipan the Magician, The '!'wo Pickles and The 
Brownie Boys . There was als o a story featuring a littl e girl, 
Bonny Bluebell, each week. Like Peter Fan, Bonny Bluebell was still 
a littl e gir l in the very la st m.miber. The '!'wo Pickles, The Brownie 
Boys, Susie Sunshine end the Bruin Boys appear at the moment in TINY 
T()!'S AND RATh1lOil, but I regret to sey we have seen t he last of Bonny 
Blue bell - Bless her! 

It is, of course, t he Bruin Boys that one always associated with 
the P.AIN13Cil. In the early days these characters became so popular 
tha t on 19 July the A.P. brought out another paper featuring them -
TICER TIM'S TALES, but in story form instead of cartoon . Thi s was 
a smell, oblong-shaped paper which als o contained a school story. In 
this format, however, the paper only ran for 28 issues and was then 
enlarged to twic e the size (with half the number of p,ges) and re­
named TIGER TIJ.l'S WEEXLY. After a r,m of 94 issw,s a new series 
commenced, No, 1 being dated 19 tlovember 1921 . This series enjoyed 
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a long run of 965 issues, concluding 18 May 1940. Tiger Tim and 
the Bruin Boys did , of course, appear later in that paper in cartoon 
form. 

At one time the RAJllBCM was intended for the 7 to 14 ege group , 
but during the l ast year or so it has become very much another 
'toddler's' paper. The comparison between a copy for, say the year 
1951 and the last number , is synon,,,:,ous with the proverbial chalk 
and cheese. 

Neverthe l ess, the RAINBOW (and the Bruin Boys) as such, was a 
link with our chi l dhood , and for that reason its demise will be 
sadly lamented. 

For the r ecord, 
RAINB011 

the details are as f ollows: 

TIGER TD! •S TALES 

TIGER TIM •s WEEKLY 

TIGER TDI'S WEEKLY (n ew series) 

No. 1 dated 14.2.1914, No.1 898 
dated 28.4 .19 56. 

No. dated 19. 7.1919, No. 28 
dated 24. 1 .1920. 

No. 1 dated 31, 1, 1920, No. 94 
dated 12. 11.1 921 . 

No. 1 dated 19.11.1921, No. 965 
dated 18 .5 .1 940 . 

I JI JIJIJJIJII NU I II It 111III IU 111111111111 N 1111 Jll 11111111 Ill I I 1111 IDI II JI II.Ill I 1111 NII II I 11111 111 I I I I 

GEffi. GOO. GEIB. GEMS. GEIB. 
Aily collector who wishes to dispose of the undermentioned 

numbers will find me ready to discuss a price that would be favour­
able to h:il!lself . 

4l3-462-444--497-45J-460-4:>4-499--5CY7-587-502-521-529-570- . 
No larks 0r anonyoous. postcards please, just s tr e.ightfonmrd 

dealing all along the line. J .L. JUKES, Stafford Lodge, Crosby Rd., 

;rul1f»turnd-iJJlillf:""'0cfil:1'1'ERBOX XNNO!L (N.D.); N.LEli!l; BOLIDAr 
ANNUALS; SCHOOLGIRIB' OWN AND S.0. L' s (some early) ; UNIOli JACKS; 
OTHER ODDMENTS. A£!Q. 9 Vols. early "STRANlS" (Vol. 3 on) . 
c.n .• s. Vols. 4,5,6,7,8,9 . Also Nos. 35,36,109,111-113 . A!INUAIS 
1952, 1953, 1954. 

No reasonable offer refused. L. ASHLEY, 23 , Mountjoy , 
Bridport , Dorset. 

~- Many Sext on Blake Libs. wanted (1st and 2nd sarios) com­
plete rith covers . Serial numbers, series and pric e please. Also 
H!:l. Union Jacks in good condition for the years 1917, 1918. JOOIE 
PACK!'.AN, 27, Archdale Road, Fas t Dulwich, London S.E.22. 
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}JF)JJ)Jl JOfJ H)fJF) 
Compiled by Herbert Leckenb y 

TH<EE ' GREYFR!ARS' LETTERS 

THE MYSTIBY IS SOLVED! Yes, you fellows, the ,ny5terious "Mr, 
Quelch " has been unmasked, and his identity will come as a big sur­
pr i se and a r eal good story, We revel in ,ny5teries in fiction fo rm; 
well here 1s one, in foct a real whodunit . I' m sure you will agree 
when I t ell you. 

Everyone vas under the impression, naturally , thet the writer 
was a Londoner or l ess likely, someone in the provinc es who had a 
confederate in London to pos t th e l etters for him; but it was 
neither_ of these, it was someone far across the seas - LESLIE 
ROWLEY, BRITISH E2!BASSY, TOKYO, JAPAN!! I thi.'lk I'll have to call 
the story "Tracked across the Seas 11

, or *'Fran Cl ue to Clue". 
I really got my first clue quite by accident , Ono day I 

reso lv ed to st art s idin,i: up piles of l etters which hed accumulated 
these past few montha, Among them I came across a foolscap . enve l ­
ope with Leslie Rowl ey's handwriting. l/ith it had come a l et t er 
typewrit t en . I spotted something I hadn' t not ic ed a.t the time 
l had rece i ved it - it had been pos t ed in London. Now some months 
ago Ben Whiter had tol d me that you could send letters to Lesli e via 
the Fore~ Office, but I had never t ho\18ht of that when l was 
stueying t he Creyfriars • letters. But what now caught my eye was 
that not only had Leslie ' s le t te r been posted in London but t llll t the 
post-mark said S, IT .1 , the district where all t hose Greyfrisrs • 
l et ters bad been pos t ed, Said I to ,ny5elf - ' Now I wonder, I 
wonder; Leslie Rowl ey! well from what I 1ve seen he would certainly 
have the ability t o compile tho se letters", I set about investi ga­
ting further . It so happened that I had l ent someone the l etters'· 
but I found t he envelope of one fran "Mr. Quelch"; I compored the 
typing llith a l et t er and article from Leslie ,"Strewth ! " I exclaimed , 

.-"the same type of machine , if not the identical one, • ' Then when I 
saw that the ' e ' vas in sev er al pl aces sligh tl y out of aligmr.en t on 
each document I got more end more confident that I was on the track: 
at last . A day or tvo later I got all the l e t ters back . I placed 
those from Quelchy alongside tho se direct from Leslie to me. Yas, 
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r,zy word ! there was thllt t ell - tale 'o' again and again , and then 
oth er littl e signs . I noticed something else; one of the l etters 
was dated o doy lllter than that on which it was posted. That could 
hllve been just an error , on the other hand, Leslie in Tokyo, might 
have trie d to calcula te on which day it would be posted in London 
for him, snd been one day out. 

Then I turned to the handwritten letters from Vernon-Smith , 
Bunter, Fisher T. Fish II: Co. Uml the loops in the capital l ett ers 
were different; that's easy to do, but there were places on which I 
was sure a handwriting expert would place hi s finger and produce as 
evi dence . 

Eventually , I got my best clue of al l. I turned up another 
let t er fro m Les l ie. It was on cream coloured foolscap, with a cres t 
and the fubassy address at the top . I compared ,'ith Vernon-Smith ' s . 
It was on the same so rt of paper just a little shorter because tho 
heading had bee n cut off! "Lesli e" I exclaimed to r,zyself "you are 
the man!" 

Off went ,m air - letter to Tokyo placing before Lesli e all the 
' evid ence • . A f ew days la ter came a l etter fran Lesli e . I t wasn ' t 
a reply to mine , th ere hadn •t been time for that. This is whet he 
said. 

Dear Herbert I.eckenby, 

British Elnbassy, 
Tokyo, 

Japan. 

The llo.rch "C.D." hes just reached me and I am writing to 
(a) reveal myself as t he originator of the "Greyfriars' Letters " 
sent under this and l ess elegant headings and (b) t o say how 
pleased I nm that the littl e decep ti on caused the Leeds members 
some amusement. 

New as to your deductions . The letters were typed or 
writt en by me at home (and not the of fic e : : ) in Tokyo. I used 
my own two typewriters, despite the rosses s i on of which I nm 
a cl umsy amateur typi st. The l ett ers then tra ve ll ed by our 
dipl omati c bag t o London wher e they were posted by the Foreign 
Office . They were post-dated t o adjust th e t ime-1"8 from her e 
to London. 

You may well ask what prompted me to embark on al l this . 
In the first plac e I was envious of the expertise of oth ers, 
e . g. Rogor Jenkins o.nd Bill Lofts. Secondly, as a London 
member I thought it would be in th<, ll£lture of a littl e rag on 
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Leeds! and lastly I ,rented to see if a mere beginner like myself 
could '!lave a go" rith thos e le aders of "the brotherhood" - folk 
l ike yourself. 

The result of all this is ths t you have been very kind t o 
me and I shall treasure your remarks cade in the "C. D." March 
issue. 

Yours sin cer ely, 

LES. ROWLEY. 

ilell, I was jolly glad our l etters had crossed. Leslie had 
"confess ed" frankly and voluntarily and I had the satisf ac tion of 
proving to him that I had foresta ll ed him . 

A few days later came another letter. I'll quote : -
"Your letter of May 7th crossed with mine so you know just how 
correc t you were in your deduc t i ons. Congratulations . You 
win ! I never imllgined my l ett ers woul d ini tiste such ind ust ry 
and perc eption 11 

• 

ilell, the file on"The Mystery of th e Greyfriars' Let t ers " i s 
nearly ti ed up. The case rith a happy ending . 

******* 
~: This article has already appeared in Mike Moorcock' s ente r­
prising little Book Collectors ' News, but it was thougbt wort hy of 
t he rid er circulation th e Coll ec t ors ' Digest is able to give i t. 

CLIF F HOUSE SCHOOL 
by Leonard Packman. 

H.L.) 

In the month of May 1919, at which tim e I was nearing my four­
t een th birthday , I was already an avid reader of tho ' Magne t ' and 
'Gem' and other publications f eaturing Hamil tonian s t ories . This 
particular dat e , however, is more the..n o. memory, for it marked my 
introductio n t o stories of Cliff House School. 

On 17 May 1919 the ' School Friend' made it s first appearanc e , 
and a more appealing cQVer could not have been devised . In s izo 
and fomat the paper was the counterpart of the 'Magnet ' , th e cover 
being a blue des ign on a whit e background , as wns th o 'Magnet ' at 
that time . The illustration depicted Bess ie Bunter holding o case 
containing her parrot , and t he title of th e story, appro priate ly 
enough, was 'Tho Girl s of Cl iff House 1 • 

ibis paper , ri th the first story introducing so man,y delightful 
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~- -: 1 characters, attracted me greatly , The roe.son for this is somewhat 
, _., difficult to define, but the probability is that ado l escence and the 
j :',! consequent attraction of the opposite sex had s001ething to do with 
; ..-< it. The fact remains that week by week I became mor e interes t ed 
g >, in the adventures of the Cliff House gir l s than those of the Grey ­
~ 1 friars and St. Jim ' s boys, They really were delightful stories , 
~ -"' and seein8 that Charles llnmilt on was the original creator of the 
: ~ school and the central characters, it goes without sayi. 'lg that each 
0 _., and every one of the latter h!ld her own well-defined personality. 

r ! ;:~:: !\ ho~~ul~~~h e:r~~s:::.::~~~~ 
a~ Redfern , spirit ed and yet en ideal 'skipper ' ; Bessie Bunter, a 
" ., r eplica of her broth er Billy , even to being a ventriloquist. 
~ i! It is true that after the first half dozen or so ntllllbcrs of the 
-< ,.. 'Sc hool Friend I the original ' Hilda Richards • ceased to write t he 
a, 0 stories, but by that tim e th e charac t ers were alreody my fri enda. 

i.' Furthermore, I had not roached the age of discernment, so that the 
~ ~ fact of the subsequ ent stori es bein8 written by substitute writers 
". l!' such as Roseman, Wheway and S!imways meant little or nothing to me . 
~ ·;;i Yes, I must conf ess t hat this paper, featuring the delightful 
• adventures of the Cliff House gir ls attracted me more than ODY ot her 
~ juvenile public ation at that time - with ono exception, the name of 
"ll which , es Mr. Richards would say , it would be in t eresting not t o 
~ ~ reveal - and continu ed to do so for a vocy long t i.me. 
"' 'l=l A few of thos e early titl es are self-explanatory a~ to the ? f variety of subj ects around wt.ich th e stories were woven: 1The Cliff 
> al Bouse Ventriloquist 1 , 'The Fourth Form Magazine ', 'The Cliff House 
n ..-< Pet Club '•r ' 'The Cliff House C"l"el'!' Craze ', ' Rival Conc~rt Parties • , 
3 $ 'S;iorts Day a t C!,i!f Housel '{ ' The Cliff House Coo~" ,' ' Only a 
, "' Scholarship Girl' ; ' ' The Cliff BouatC,ir l Guides ' ll The Clifi-~ouse 
< " Cricketers ~>. lCliff House in Camp~l"' 'Bessie Btmter in Love{"\ Tha 
"g Cl iff House Secret Society •(,•1Tha Myst ery of the Election~ and many 

• ·rt others , each 8J)d every one a delight to read. 
~~, ;,:, J:: Neithe r must I forget the artist, C, M, Dodshon, whose il l ustra -

o tions of th o gir l s had to my mind , th e sace characterisation as f; Warwick Reynolda gave the boys of St. Jil:l' s, and C, H. Chapnan the 
,_ ~ boys of Creyfriars • 

Wi th the passing of the next f ew years, I never deviated from 
~ $ my staunch adher ence to the 'Scho ol Friend ', Then, in 1926 (dated 

fer 1927) to my great delight cane th e 'School Friend Annual '. My 
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only r egret at that time (and now, for that matter) being that 
there were not more stories by ' Hilds Richards ' in the •s . F. Annual • 
than there actua l ly were . nevertoo l ess, it was beaut i fully FodllCed 
with colour ed and photogravure pla t es , stones, and articles \galore ) 
featuring Cliff House School. Thanks to Mike Moorcock, I am too 
proud possesso r of a copy of too first 'School Friend Annual • - in 
mint condition - and I have just finished reading it with as much 
pl easure as I did tho se many years ago , albeit with feelings which 
those of us who are 'getting on ' can understand. 

About a year ago I obtained ( tllrou8h an advertisement in too 
Excht.nge & Mart) a copy of !lo. 1 of the ' School Friend ', but I let a 
northern collector ( who has been more than a f ri end to myself and 
family } have i t, and I know that he cheri shes it , 

I shoul d like to obtain more of the early ' Annuals ', and if a:ey 
reader can supply any from 1928 t o 1935 I will pay a good price , es ­
pecially for 1928 t o 1930. 

In later years this Annual chanaed its size and style, but it 
still retained its attraction even as late as 1939. ( I heve copies 
from 1936 to 1939.) 

With the appearance of the ' Schoolgirl •s own Library' my 
pleasure was still further added to, fo r many of the numbers featured 
Cli f f House School (and Morcove School, an article on -.,hich may 
appear l ater in this magazine) . In it s ear l y days the s. o.L. had a 
yellow cover , and in recent years I have found it far more difficult 
to obtain these (featuring Cliff House) than I have the 'School boy ' s 
Own Libl'a.l",r, 

For t~ose who remember the 'School Friend ', 'School Friend 
Annual' and ~chool girl •s Own Library', here are soma of the cent ral 
characters in t he early years. They may also interest the younger 
reader; soce of the surnames will a t least 'ring a bell' if they 
have read atories of Greyfriars School. 

STAFF. Miss Penelope Primrose (Headmistress) ; Miss T. A. 
Bland {5th Form); Niss V. Steel (4th Form); Miss M. E. Bullivant 
(Upper 3rd Form, and Second in Command); Miss N. Chantry (Music 
Mistress) ; Mddle. Ge.briell e Lupin (French Mistress) . Ephraim 
Pennyfarthing (Cliff House Ge.rdener); Pi per (Porter); Mrs. Green 
and Miss Pickles (Cooks); Mrs. Towle (Matron); lirs. Jon es 
(TllCkshop Proprietress) . 

~· 6th Form: Stella Stone (Captain of t he School); 
Connie Jackson ; Frances Barre tt. 5th Form: Grace Woodfiel d ; 
Flora Cann; Angelica Jelly; Florence Ellison; Delia Corbyn . 
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4th Fonn: Barbara Redfern; Mabel Lynn; Clara Trevelyn; Marcia 

Loftus; Nancy Bell; DolJ.¥ Jobling; Katie Smith; Bessie Bunter 

(Elizabeth Gertrude Bunter) ; Vivienne Leigh; Freda Foot e; Bricleet 

0 1Toole; Augusta Anstruthe::,..Browne; Marjorie llazeldene; Phyllis 

Howell; Cissy Clare; Gl<en Cook; Phillipa Derwent ( a John Nix 

Pentelow character, originally introduced with her brother Phillip 

as ' The Tvins from Tasmania '. This was in n serial at the back of 

the 'Gem', and they were known es ' Flip' and ' Flap' Derwent . ); 

Annabel !lichens; Jmil:la Carstairs and Peggy Preston. Another of 

Pentelow 's characters , by the wey, was Phy ill s l!owell . Upper 3rd 
Fonn: Alice Constable . 3rd Form: Madge Stevens; Dorie Redfern . 
2nd Form: Beatrice Barlow; 'Teddy ' Bear. 

I could make this article very l engthy, but it rr,ay well be that 

I am one of few in my enthusiasm for Cliff House School. And so , 

in conclusion, I will say: thank you, 'Hilda Richerds • for creatix,g 

such a delightful schoo l and ouch lovable characters . 

~. Since writing thia article I have obtained a mint copy of 

too ' School Friend Annual • for the year 1929). -
DO YOU RmElll!SR? By Roger M, Jenkins 

No 1 17 - l:laroet Ho. 846 - "Too Clever of Skinner" 

The measure of Charles Hamil t on • s success in character drawing 

may be judged by hi s presentations of the bad characters. It is 

easy to depict a hero without faults and a villian with no redeami.ng 

f eatures , but it is in between these two extremes that the vest mass 

of humanity falls - nei tbcr black nor white but verying shades of 

grey . AmOJ18 the da.--ker hues lie characters l ike Cardev and Verno n­

Smith: they are not meant to be heroes, but they are prosanted with 

a degree of understanding that inevit,,bly leads us to regard them 

with sane affection, and it is the convincing portreyal. of such 

characters as these which sets the author above the common run of 

story-tellers, for he is more interested in people than in events, 

Even more successf\ll than Cardev and Vernon-Smith , however, was the 

vey in which Charles llsmil ton depicted Herold Skinner , without 

doubt one of the most 1mpleasant membel'8 of the Greyfriars Remove, 

No trick was too base for Skinner, and no devious pa th would he 

eschew in order to gain his ends. Be vas inspired by a spir it of 

contrariness, a desire to sot his fonn-fellovs at ood.s vi th one 

ano ther. His ell8D8ing disposition enabled him to derive considez,,. 

able enjoyment from the misfortunes of his frien ds . A bad hat with 
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a weak and vicious nature, he might well have been nothing more than 
a stock villain but for the IIIB{P-C touch which Charl e s Hamil ton em­
ployed to bring him to life - his sense of humour. 

Let it be said at once that Skinn er I s sense of humour never led 
him to see a j oke 8{!8inst himself - that would not hav e been true to 
a nature such as his. Nevert heless , some of hi s exchanges with 
Bunter are often extremely witty , ani he voiced numerous amusing 
criticisms of the Famous Five which oontained a germ of truth , like 
his dubbing Wharton " t he great Panjandrum of the Remove". 

Magnet No. 846 began on !l glorious s=er af t erno on in 1924, 
with a trip up th e river Sark . The Famous Fiv e wer e out for a pull 
up t he ri var , as were Skinn er and Snoop. Skinner was on top of hi s 
form in bant er when he began by t ellins them that "th e consci ousn ess 
of virtu o is its own re ward" , snd kept up the st andard ell t he lfey 
until t he end when he recinded th em not t o forget their t r acts . 

~he sto ry revolved around some sove reigns which Skinner ac­
quir ed from a shady charac t er, snd which he was se ll ing at 25/- each; 
sovereigns were not quite the rarity they later became , and it was 
thon i ll een]. to se ll t hem at more than their face valu e. Wharton 
pointed this out to Skinn er , whoso re j oinde r was the typ i cally ironic 
11.Dcar mo! 11 The tal e continued with many surprising twists and turns 
( including a l ecture on Gresham ' s l aw of economics by Newland) until 
Skinner was fairly caught up in the toils of his own contr i ving, end 
escaped se rious t roub l e only with the he lp of the Famcus Five . 

In the st ori es in lfhich Skinn er appeare d in th e main role, it 
was inevit abl e t hat his pl ottings should cane to nothing sn d that 
vi.rh..e should triumph. ?leverthel ess , it is poss i bl e t o ent ertain 
a sn eaking affec t ion for Skinner , snd it seems r easonabl y certain 
that tr.i s fee l ing was shared by Charl es Hamilton, who cus t have 
greatly enjoyed depicting such an ironic and wry manne red character . 
Nagnet llo. 846 was a typical product of its age , and our enj oyment of 
th e story is r ounded off by C. H. Chapman 1s most apt i ll ustra t i ons of 
the crafty , thin-lipped and sharJrf eatured Skinn er. Long ID3Y this 
perv ers e junior continu e to amuse us with his sardonic and unkind 
witticisms . 

Concluded on Page 163. 
ll ll l ll Jlll ll ll II lll ll l II I 111 111111111111 IIJ III 111111111111! IUllll l ll ll 11111111111111 I 1111 ltll tf llll 1111 111111111111 IIJI 

~ C. D. Annuals , 1951/2/3 / 4; C.D. •s 46-1 13 . Offers to 
W. HARRISON, 54 , Chandos Avenue , Leeds 8 . 
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Note : Here is something new by versa tile Eric F&yne. 

"Coll ectors ' Digcst 11 POINTERS Uo. 1 • 
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Start with arrJ letter end 1:10,'ing from 
that square to ,my n<!jacent square, 
horizontslly, vertically or disgoruilly 
spell out th e l ongost word you can 
find. l'.alw a note of the word, and, 
in the squares, cross out the letters 
you have used. Now look for another 
word, and continue i.mtil t here are no 
moro words to be fotmd . It is not 
necessary to use al l t he letters . 

Score: - wo -l ette r word, 1 point; for a thre&-lettcr word, 3 points 
four-lett ers , 5 points; five-letter s , 7 points ; all - letters , 9 
points e And so on, adding two points for each additional l etter . 
NAME> OF PEOPLE, PLACES, or CHARACT!llS comected with t he hobby count 
doubl e points. 
Writ e your words on a postcard, with the sco re you claim , and post 
it to the Editor . A 5/ - postal-order will be sent for t he best 
effort. Don't for get to include your nsca and oddress . 

J\Jelson [ee 
0o lumn 

by JACK WOOD, 
NCGTAW, 328 Stockton I.me , 

YORK. 

One of the Edwy Searles Brooks's cost interesting characters, I 
always f ound, was Ceci l De Valerie , who created quite a stir 
on his arrival a t St. Frank 's and then dropped into s0J:li-obliv ­
i on, f r om which he l ate r emerged on at least two occasions to 
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become a temporary captain of the R,)rriove . 
the ge:nn of the Reggi e Pi tt of t tP <\,tare , 
Bernard Thorne, v:-;,- Tc-:r.~:-":i..' 'X'r:-:'1..~ .. :-;r,:lent, 
t rating characte r stucil.e:J. 

Che eees in bi .':_. !lJ.13~'be, 

Oowever , h'9~ ·-: : ~ 

with another oi hl.s pene-

ST. IBANK' S CHAR,\CTERS - CEX:IL DE VALERIE 

Cecil De Valerie , of Study M in the Ancient House, was another 
of Brook's Bad Boys who succeeded in living down his past . 

Rather sli.n for his age, of elegant - al.most aristocratic -
bearing, oo was cool and completely self -possessed . Ed,,y Searles 
Brooks describes hi.J:, as being 5ft . 3 ins . in height, weight Bat . 4lb . 
with bl ack hair, worn l ong and brushed back from all:lost Byronic 
features . He had piercingly dark eyes and perfect white t ee th. 

Ho first arrived at St . Frank ' s in the new year of 1918 , and, 
thanks to his objectionab le ways , was i.mr.Iediately dubbed "The Rotter". 
Not that this caused De Valerie any sleeplessness . He was indiffer­
ent. t o th e opinion of others, and pref erred his own company, even to 
that of tho Nuts-Ful l wood, Gulliver and Bell. But the arrival of 
Tom Burton , known as the Bosun, brought Cecil to their caop, for he 
took a dis l ike to t he bargemaster ' s son at first sigh t, and almost 
iomediately enlisted Fullw ood ' s aid in concocting a scheme that 
would bring the new boy into disrepute. Happily , Nipper was able 
to foil the pl an in time, but this did not cure De Valerie of his 
penchant for ill -nature d plotting. However, it was this weakness 
that finally brought about his change of heart . 

In Old Series No. 140 , De Valeri e , lounging arcund th e Paddock, 
met a young boy !Ull!led Binnson who was delivering s ome films from 
Banningto n for the use of the Ancient House Cir,ena . He followed 
BinnSon to the l oft above the stables with the intention of destroy ­
ing th e films. But Binnson refused to surrender them; in a fit of 
rage De Valor ie knocked the boy down and l ocked him in the loft out 
of spite . A small enough beginning t o an incid ent that would change 
De Val erie's life! He l e ft the l oft, li ght ing a cigare tt e as he 
went. 1/ith ut t er carelessness he throw the s till- burning match away 
- it fell among some bal es of hay! The building "as raz ed t o t he 
ground and De Valerie believed that Binnson had been trapped and 
burnt to death . Luckily, t he boy had escaped through a r ear door , 
and in c001pony with a scoundre l IlB!lled Bradmore plot t ed t o blackmail 
De Val erie . The junior , to l d by Bradmoro that Binnson 's death would 
probab ly lead to a charge of curder , was an easy victio . Almost ill 
with worry the wretched junior was noticed by Nelson Lee who quietly 
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wont to work tn ,,-,,·w ol the myst ery . When at last he had posses s­

ion r,f all t •.·. · -,·., the detective schoolmaster confronted De 
Val• ~ie with h:..c c:.cis . The juni or confessed, and, on l earning tha t 

Bl.nnson woA alive and w1hamed , was overwhelmed with contr i tion. 
Bradl!:ore and Binnson received their just deserts; De Valerie , all 

the bett er f or his terrible le sson , was put on trus t to cend his wa.ys. 

From then on De Valerie began to chan&e, al though t he change 
was gradual and not without some backs liding. Infect, i t was as 

the r e3Ult of one such lapse that Montie Tregellis - West, the vic t im 

of r.d.stsken identi t'J, faced a public flogging. De Valerie had 

visited the Bann:ington races where he had been seen by Hr. Crowell. 
The Foro-mnster ~.ad not been clo se enough to iden tify De Valerie , 

but he had perceiv ed t hat the boy wore a fan cy waistcoa t and a St, 
Frank ' s cap . Unfortunately, on re turning to the school, t he firs t 
boy to confront Hr. Crowell vas Montie , resplendent in s f ancy wai s t­

cOllt not unlik e thet worn by De Valerie . This coincidence, 
coupled with othe rs, was sufficient to convict Tregellis-W ost. 
Nipper had appro ached De Valeri e e.nd demanded that he confess to tho 
!load. But, unbeknown to th e Junior Captain, Cecil had already dono 

so , and be de..'1.ved considerab l e amusement fran Nipper's efforts to 

persuade hil!I to take a s t ep that he had el.roady tsken l 
"' You howl ing rott er! 1 Nipper shout ed, exasperated by De Valerie ' s 

coo lness . 'Are you going to ovn up or not? Yes or no? ' 
I AB t hey sa y in the House of Commons, the re ply is in the 

negati ve,• De Valerie Sl:liles . ' In plain good Engl i sh - no!' 
'You 'll have yourself to blame for vbst happens then . ' Nipper 

said furiously. 
•rou•ro going to sneak, what? ' 
'No, I 'm not going to snook ,' roared Nipper angril y . •r t is 

not sneold.ng t o exposo a scoundre lly rotter. I' c going to save 

Trego llis-W es t. Is that clear? • 
'Pni:n.fully clear, old man!' 
'Don 't you call me 'old man'---' 
' Sorry , ' De Valerio r eplied , Ho was compl etely self -pos sessed 

end a t his enso . 'I meant 'young man', Don't burst a blood vesse l, 
vill you? It wouldn ' t do you ru,y good, you know! • 

Nipper realised the fut ilit y of losing his temper; and , by sheer 
willpowe r, compell ed himself to keep calm . 

'You1ro a queer chap, 1 he s aid . 'And in some ways, I admire 
you. PJlil8 it all , t ho:-o ' s pl enty of decency in you. Why ccn •t 
you do the right thing? • 
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'That 's what I am doin 1 • 
1 

' For t he l '1St t imo, will you fl' t o the Head and con1'ess? ' 
'No, old bean! I 'm afraid I won 't ! 1 De Valerie repl ied l.en-

quidly . 
'I 'll show you up befor e the whole sc hool !' 
1That 111 be exc i tin 1

, won't i t?' 
Nipper glarod ot hio , ot a los s for words. 
•So the lit tl e argument is finished , what? ' drawl ed De Valerie, 

and rose to his fee t. 'I dis l ike havin ' l"OlfS wit h you. Nipper . 
You're a decent chap, an 1 I like you. You 've such a rio~i to way of 
speakin 1 , you know. You won't s t and any nonsense , eh? 1 

'I shall give you away, you sneering rotter ! • Nipper shoute d 
hot ly . · 

De Valerie opened the door . 
'My dear chap , do jus t what you like, Don' t mind me, you know. 

I don ' t count . Just pl ease yourself - you can be cer t ain that 
shal l approve . 1 11 

His coolness was too much for the exasperate d Nipper who 
watched hi s st roll down the passage , compl et el y a t his ease . 

This then >1as Cecil De Valerio - t he fe ll ow who could make 
me.lee even Nipper lo st his equani.mi ty , while remaining himself, coo l 
and unruff l ed . In the Cecil De Valor ie of 1918 we obtain a cl ear 
vision of t he Vivian Travers of 1928. Let us trave l t hrough time 
t o First New Series No. 91 , and listen to Nipper waxing eloquently 
on t he subj ec t of ono - Vi vian Travers : 

'You 're a disgrace t o the House, Travers ! ' shouted Nipper 
angr il y . 'I t ' s bad enough to gambl e in your own study and in t he 
bedroom wi th your own pals; but when you invi t e these East House 
Seniors, its nothing but a disgrace ! 1 

•we all have our own points of view , 1 drawled Travers , 
yawning . 

'You '11 crack up if you keep up this pace . ' 
Travers shrugged care l ess ly . He was i n no way per turbed. 
'Thank you for those kind words , dear old f ell ow? 1 he said 

cooly. 11 

De Valer ie soon lost hi s unsavoury reputation and his so brixluet 
of 'The Rotte r' , and became one of Ni pper' s most s t alwart supporters . 
llhen the Hon. Douglas Singleton started his rivnl schoo l in 
Brumington , De Valerie , although tempt ed by the prospec t of freedom 
from l eaz-nin8 and t he gombl ing and smoking sessions that schoo l 
offe r ed , stood finn . When .> party of selec t ed juniors l eft fo r 
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for Brazil under Lord Dorriemore , Cocil De Valerie was among them. 

When Sir Gregory Tweed' s giant airship left on its ill - fated fli8bt 

over Southern England, De Valerie was one of those selected to mako 

the flight. When a party of St . Frank ' s juniors vere invited to a 

ranch in Montana, U.S.A . , De Valerie was egain on the list of in­

viati ons . 
His pop.,.larity among his f ellov members of tho Junior School 

was enhanced by his prowes • at sports . A regular member of the 

Junior Eleven, he was one of its best bowlers end a reliable bat . 

His skill at Soccer earned him on almos t penDBllCnt ploce in the for­

ward line . As e long distance runner he was eqU!llled only by Nipper , 

Ol dfiel d, Reggie Pitt, and Bob Christir.e. 
Edwy Searles Brooks devoted a number of tal es elmoet exclusiv<>­

ly to Cecil De Val orie ; one that we believe to be among bis bes t 

was entitled "Tho Demon Within Him. " Here we soe De Valerie re­

verting to bis old unplOllSmlt self - but with a difference ! Ris 

suavo, self-assured exterior hns gone; and in its plac e we see a 

De Valerie with a quick and tullllllllageable temper - with every iota of 

coolness and decency r eploc ed with rudenes s and callous indiff erence 

to others . 
It all started ne 1.1 result of on ar gument wi th his study - muw , 

the Duke of Somerton, over the edmittance of Jerry Dodds int o their 

s tudy. Following this De Valerie tl8S epproached by Nipper and 

Reggio Pitt for a donation to a fund they vere promoting to aid an 

ol d villa&er named Grigeii, vho due to ill health and unemployment vos 

in strai ten ed circumstances . He refused point-blank to assist and 

ordered than out of t he s tudy. Finally he was unspookobl, rude t o 

hi s Uncle ~ and Couain Mary who cal l ed on him that afternoon. His 

young and chlll'llli.'lg cousin hoped that he would assist her to learn 

sknting. But De Valerie, now in the grip of an evil temper , had no 

desire for her compen,y, or th!lt of any otho r. Ridding himse lf 01>­

cemoniously of his visitors, he locked tho study door and sot down 

t o brood ond indulge in self-pity . Finally, in the worst possible 

mood, he ston.ed out of the Ancient House end started on a racble 

lllo"8 the snow-covered country lan es . 

And while trudging bitt erly t hrough the snow the result of his 

shocldng behaviour caught up with him. First he met the down-and­

out co=ier Griggs s t agg,,ring through the snow in a last effort to 

earn o li ttle money to save his family fran starvation . But Griggs 

vas oven at that manent dying with ir,euconia , nnd as De Valerie 

re ached him he foll tmconscious in the snow. De Valerie did all 
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tha t he coul d , but t he old man died in his arms . Dr. Brett , who 
was passing, t ook charge, and De Valerie - oversome with remorse -
trudged blindly on thr ough the winter af t..m oon . 

Sooe quirk of f at e turned his footsteps in tho directi on of the 
Ri ver Stowe . The r ood ran olong an emoonkment ot some heigh t above 
th e river, and he gazed ve contly e t the frozen surfa ce es he walked . 
Suddenly, o shrill scream sound ed . Neer tho middl e of the river a 
dark hole showed wOOre the ice had broken, and. as Cecil gazed , a 
girl •s head and shoulders nppel!red out of t oo dnrk wa ters - a gi rl 
who he immadia tel.y recognised as !-.is cousin Macy. In a split second 
he realised that he was the direct cause of her predicam ent fo r, do­
pri vcd cf his assistance , •lnr:Y had gone skating alone ; ignorant of 
t he treacherous surface of tre ice, she had plunged through into the 
deep wat er. 

Al.most sobbing with rocorse llild anxi e ty, he rushed along tre roed 
to find a place wher e he could descend to too riv er bank . Some 
minut es passed befor e he reached too surfocc of too ice; but he was 
too l ate , a party of j uniors , who had been skn ting ncnrby, were al ­
rendy on the spo t. Quickly they wrapped the gir l in the i r coats and 
carri ed her to the bcnk . But as minutes p,.ssed , llild all their ef forts 
to reviv e her foiled , the truth burst upon the stunn ed De Valerio . 

"Oh, I know it ! She's dea.d!" 
He shuddered wit h the agoey of his r emorse . First poor Griggs , 

who "Would be nliv9 but for his selfishness; Md now his cousin -! 
A voi ce broke into his though ts. 
"It 's no good, you f ell ows! It 1s no good !" 
11Is she - is she gone? 11 

11Y-yes ! 11 

110h, good hco.vons ! 11 

Do Vclcrie gnve a wild , despairing cry, and sc.nk t o the ground 
sobbing convulsi vely, 

"She is dead - Mary! Oh, what kve I done?" 
Blindl y he stumbled to his f eet and rushed madly across th o ice, 

And then it happened ! There wD.S a cracking and crumbling aroun d hie , 
llild with a wild cry he WD.S thrown hea dlo ng into tho icy depths . Ha 
felt hiose lf going do,m - down! As thnt lest grio struggle bogen , 
L".nd his consciousness ebbed , ho knew that it was too end- -. 

But, of course, it wasn't! For Cecil De Valerie =e to him­
se lf , sti ll in tm study chm.r where he hsd sluopcd l ess than two 
hours befo re. Wit h n shudde r he realised tha t the whol e thing wD.S o 
drcao - n ghastly nightmare ! Crazy with r eli ef he rush ed out of th e 
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study to cake imnediate amends for his conduct . 
And fra:, there , Ech;y Sonrles Brooks , in Dickensian oood , com­

pl eted an excellent tale . De Valeri o gave evory peney he posse ssed 

to the Griggs F\md, one he spent cany happy hours on the ice with 

Mary. Onco "8"in his nomal self, he ID8de his peace vith the fellows , 

and everything was os of ol d in Study M. For those who would read 

this unusual schoo l story, it can be found in Old Series No. 391. 

Cecil De Valerie remain ed one of the st.llwarts of the Junior 

School thrcughout the long run of tho NLL until the middle of the 

Scccnd Nev Series . Then suddenly ho was dropped frori t ho tales , 

Once oore we ere red uced to sadness as we delve t hrough those issues 

of 1932, vainly searching for some tangible sign that those charac­

ters ve grew to l ova through the yeus were still at St . Frank ' s . 

The last tioe we find any trace of Cocil De Vtleri e is in Second Nev 

Ser i es No. 98, where in company with tho Duke of Somerton, Fullwood , 

Ruase ll , Boots , Christine and others, he accepted an invitation to 

spend Christmss at Soi:ierton Abbey . From then on, until tha end o 
year l ater, he vanishes . That he was still at St . Frank 's until the 

end we presut.e probable, as he ccntributed to Hendforth 1e i/oekly in 

NLL Nos. 122- 5 . Unfortunat ely , this must be conjectur e , as we 

undcrstend that Brooks ,ms not responsible for llandforth I s Vcekly . 

Let us , thorefor a , close this shor t biography with a quotation :f'ra:J 

tho lost cc;,y of tho Old Paper in which Cecil Do Valerie ns c:en­

tion cd. 
" ••• •• • The St . Frank 's forwards , with a Clighty rus h , sliced 

clean thrcugh the hel pless Caistow e defance . 
SLAM! 
De Valerie •• ••• sho t hard end truo . The Caistowe goal i o 

stu!ilbled; he f\nnblod, and tho boll wos in t he net . 
'Goal! I 

It vos e loud shriek of triumph . St . Fronk ' s had scored within 

tho first ten minut es . 
Freeman and Donny, in tho forwerd l ine , r on up to Do Valerie 

and clopped him on the beck. 
'Your turn next ! • seid De Valarie cool ly. ' Go it ! Let them 

know wo o.ro on the field , you chaps!'" 
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D')()!(S AND MAGAZiliES Bound for C .D. mec:bers csre full y and competently 

at rooderete chnrges . L. ASHLEY, 23, Mountjoy, Bridport, Dorset . 

(I csn recol!ll!lend f'ir . Ashley ' s wor k . H.L. ) 
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L ETTER 
New Bunter T. V. Plays Coming 

Dear Herbert Leckenby , 

BO X 

Rose Lawn, Kingsgate , 
Broads t airs , Kent. 

8th March, 1956. 

Thanks for the C.D. - good as ever . And to Eric Fayne and 
Jack Wood for t he very kind reviews of "Lord Billy Bunter" . I t is 
true that , as t he l at t er remarks , t he story has been alre ady t ele­
vi sed , - - tric e , in f act , -- but the book was wri t t en lo ng bef ore 
the radio pl ay : we have to be very early off the mark in these days 
when, as !lurree Singh might say , proc r ast ination is the poli teoe ss 
of printers ! There was a radio pl ay quite a goo d whil e ago f ounded 
on t he next Bunt er book, which wil l be out in September this year . 

By the way, there wi l l be another Bunter 11repeat" on T. V. in 
Jul y. J ust at the moment I am busy on a new series of Bunt er T. V. 
plays, which wil l come in the s cr een in the autumn, beginning 
probably in September. 

With kinde st regards , 
Always your s incerely, 

FHA,'iK RICHARIS. 

)I U 111111 1111>1 II II II ICIIIIII II Ill 111111 .111 llll ll ll* llllll 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 NII .II 1(11111111 

The Merseyside Branch O.B.B.C. r equires compl ete NEISON LEE series ; 
firs t, second or third . Full info ma tio n t o: NORMAN .PP.AGNELL, 
33 Brae Street, Liverpo ol 7 . 

WAJITED. SCHOOL FRmID AliNUAL yes= 1928 , 1929 and 1930 . Your price 
~ LEONARD .!'ACKMAN, 27 , ii.rchdalo Road, East Dulwich , London S.E.22 . 

American Coll ec tor wishes to purchas e old dolls and old buttons, 
18th and 19th centurie s . Any amount . Writ e : THEO OLBraT, 
Palais Albert Ier, Vill efranch e , Sur Mer, A.M. France. 

~ · Coll ectors ' Digest J\nnuals . Bound: 1947, 1948 , 1949, 
1950. Unbound: 1949- 54, Bound Volume of C.D. Nos. 1- 24 , Nos. 
24-100, l oose . Bound Voluc e Scoops Nos. 1- 20. Approx. 20 Wild 
West Weekly. Goldhawk and Mandevill e Too Merry Books, Bunter Books, 
Frank Richards Autobiography. .P .J. CBECKLEY, . 18, Tarli.Dgton Road, 
Conndon Covent;cy: 
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0L D BOYS' BOOK CLUB 

NOimlEll!I SIDrI<!I J!EGl'IliG. IIAI 12th. 1956 

It was a Breeze Bentley evening for he v as responsible fo r . the 

whole prognmne; the first of four by :il'.ldividual members. 
lie started off the idea in impressive fashion vi th a giant quiz, 

no l ess than 92 questions all relative to Hamilton Schools, vith a 
poss ibl e t otal of 120 points. And blow me, if that leading cenbe r of 

the rival ~. Jack Wood, of the Leeites , didn 't shov up all the 

llamiltonians present by ~ out top vith no l ess than 96 points. 

Ron llodellon foll011ed vi th ffl, Gerry illison right on his heels vi th 

86, and Bill VW i811lBon naxt vith 82. Yours t ruly a modest 64. 
Yes, I can hear certain Leei t ss chuckling sardonically I 
.l.fter mucll needed rerresi.ents t o get over the shock, Breeze 

read several chapters !ran ""8net Ro. 298, 'In Direst Peril' . The 

title is mielesding fo r the laughter created was freq uent as llr. Prout 

stalked a very tame tl.ge r. 
During lrua iness Gerry repo rted the purchase of 70 vin~ Gems. 
Next month, June 9th , Ernest Whitehead vill be in commend. 

llBIU!IIR'l' r.u:u2IBl' 
Northern Section Correspon dent . 

1".IDL&ND SFL'TIOII IIEETING. !PRIL 30th 

This W88 t:Nl;y a c,emorable evening; it being good indeed to see 

that grand old gentlElll!lD Mr. Cbsjlll8ll once again, incidentally l ooking 

vory fi t and well. Truly the years sit lightly on tho se who were 

&Bsociated with bringing Greyfrisrs into being. 
Hr . Cba}IJl8D, vbo bad been met at mid-de,y and entertained by O\lr 

Cbsiiman during tho afta.-noon, vas brought in at 7 .40 to meet the clan, 
who bsd turned out in foroe. Ve were very pleased t o see e keen 

lllEl!lber, Mr. George lbe.llw ood who bad been unable to join U8 for a very 

l ong time. Incidentally , he also introduced a nev friend to us, a 

Hr. H. J. Bowles. This gentleman also brought his boy along . 

Having made Mr. Cbspnan C<Zlfortabl e, we adopted his suggestion of 

asking questions. An intense barrage of ques t ion and OQIIIIKlilt followd 

vhich , however , Mr. Cb&ll'8'1 stood moat good blaoureclly . 

Scee moat interesting intormatl.oo vas gleaned on such matters as 
&Ii to rial policy, stages in producing a paper, .&rt then and nmr, and 
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it vaa l earned vith inter<>st that Creyfriara Y1L11 v1"""1is ed as a croee 

between Bt>on 11114 Barrow. lotiling today like the old papers or tho 

quality ot tm ill,atratiam. Nr. Chai-an is not at all impreBBed by 

Sear l e, TINrbsr & Co. 
ill too soon it was time for tea ond the special retresi-nte. 

Miss Russell bad again done ue a splendid service in catering fo r UB 

and providing such scr1mptioua comestibles. 
Ve then re81B8d tie progr&lllllll , the first it'"" beiD8 a reading by 

Tan Port er frcm that hilariously funny "Coker Expelled" series . VflrY 

well read this """ too, and afterverds llr, Chapmon oblig,ed 118 vith saoe 

drawings in charcosl whilst sundry drsvin&s by him were exhibi tod, 
mwlD lllVEY, 

IG!RSEISIIE SW[IOII. Mil ¥,\'I!IG 

There was an even larger number ot members present at this 

moetin8, and this contributed in no small measure to the pleasure of 

th e evening ' s proceedi.n«I', wh1cll were opened by Don' s genersl fl1n"V97 of 

section aftsirB, and tinsncisl statement, lie then pw us a cocpre­

hensive report on the recent exhibition, and all present were agreed 

that this :Lnnovstion bad boon quite a success, Md ve are hoping it 

will be but a forenmnor to similsr events in adjacent towns later in 

the year, After rotreslamts , the remai.Dder of the evming was spol?t 

in a gamo devised by Don, vhioh was based on the radio "ABlc lie Another" 

feature; this was a huge suoceas, F.aob and every one put up a good 

sbov , which made tho perfOIWnCO of the vinoor, Jack Morgan, a deae~ 

vcdly popular one, thoueh .be beat tile ' runner-up Norman Prai!nell, by 

Vert few points. "Giw U8 another" soon, Donl i1lANE: CJSE. 

LOflD9N §Wl'IOB 

Franlt Unrin and Don Webster were the two di stillguishod guests at 

the Packllan's May mee~iD8· Pour .good quizzes, a talk about tile 1920 
- 1921 oovers of tile "Union Jack" by Josie Packman and a good auction 

salo of "lla&nota•, "Union Jaclcs" and "Sexton Blalm" librari es , with 

ChalrJ:1811 Len as tho able auctioneer were tm highli8hts of .!IIOthor cle­

l~tf'ul meetiD8. Rev ground fer the JUDO moetin8, at Roger and 

Devid •s flat in Kensingtm, and the Soptember moetin8 et Voodingdeen 

vere amongat tm future arrangementa . Orders vars taken for the noxt 

Bunter book, "!l'lle IIIDiab:1Jlg of Billy Bunter• . 11Y bat ll . time . to fP 

ba:ie1 _ - . t a crOlldecl llld b&ppy -t~, a jolly If>~ feed ancl..J>leaty of ls-. l(ext _i.Dstai.ct as-hitherto stated on:,~, 17th aune, 
4 p.a. at .~· )lllCLE BBil»WI, 


