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I Owing t o an abundance of copy , none of which could be l eft out , l 
Jfmn- . pages had . t o be added .at . the .1~t . manent •.• Hence the loose .. pages . f 



BILL MARTIN 
93 HILI.SIDE LCIIDCll N.W. 10 

WORLD FAIIOW 
FCll OLD BOYS I B(X](S 

' Phone: Eu:ar 3230 Cables : SUPOO USED, I.allXll. 

Bound Volume 1248-:1271 !!iG!Wl'S Bound Vol ume 1612- 1636 H&GNETS 
Price t4 4 0. £2 10 0 

Bound Volume 1271-1298 MAGNETS Bound Volume 1585-1611 K&GNE!'S 
Pri ce £4 10 0 £2 19 6 

Bound Volume 1299-1324 H&GNETS Bound Volume 1637- 1663 l!&Glilli'S 
~~~~-~~o~~~- -~~=s:2~ 10~=0~~~~~~-
Bound Vol ume 1325-1350 M&GNEIS Bound Volume 1647- 1663 GOO 

1:3 19 6 .£1 15 0 
Bound Vol ume 1625-1646 GOO Bound Volume 415-434 NElSOO LE!S 

£2 0 0 £1 15 0 
Bound Volume 1-25 NE!.'lON LE!S Bound Vol ume 1205-1234 H&Glmrs 

1933 .£-=1,,,1,_0-,-:.,0,,...-,,.,..,,,,=- £5 0 0 
Bound VolUl!le 1235-1264 MAGNETS Bound Vol ume 1265-1280 MAGN!.'l'S 

£4 15 0 £4 15 0 
Bound Volume 1-21 COLL&:TORS RED MAGNE!'S 1-390 PRlCE C!I 
MISCELLANY £1 1 0 APPLICATION 

24 Volumes BI G BULGE'!' BOUJID VOIJJME SURPRISE 
Price f2 to 0, 13 0 0 & i:3 100 £2 10 0 
Per Volume, in al l t here are 611 Over 20 Nos Between 300-500 
Conies COlirolete set, Bound Volume by R,A.Goodyeer. 
Bound Volume of ''Houdini" his life Lock of the Lower 5th, 1o/-d , 
story, 300 Pages 2';/-d , 30, Copies Blue & White Gems 
Sexton Blake Libraries Publishers 1916-1919 O 10 0 the l ot 
Price on Covers 6d, 7d, 8d, 20 · 
copies only. 1o/-<1. the lot , :2, Copies only S.B. L' s 1st Series 
14, B.F.L. Period 1916-1920 one .1916/19, 1W-d. the lo t. 

_l ot only . Price 12/&i . the lot. 

CASH WITI! OODm. POOT.IGE EXTRA. 
ALL BOUND VOLOM!l3 OF M.AGIIE!'S & GOO ARE ALL IN ABSOUJTELY l!INT 

CCtiDITI ON. 
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3rorn the [d itor's C?hair 
THE FORGETFUL TRAVELLER WHO DID A GOOD TURN. In a letter recent­
ly Mr. R. Greenwood of Bushbury , Wolverhampton , told me that whilst 
travelling by train to Wolverllampton he had picked up a copy o~ 
the "Collectors ' D~st" . "It fell into good hands~ he went on, 

"for I happen to be a great admire r of Frank Richards. I vas much 
interested in your publi cation and should l ike to become e regular 
subscriber ." He l ater to l d me that it was a tra in from Binningbam. 

It struck me, therefore, that mayte one of our clan had l eft 
if in the train unintentionally . If that is so , and this catch es 
his eye , I should like to thank him for getting us a new member. 
And I shall be glad to let him have another copy if he will let me 
know which number it was . 

THE l'.AORI BOY WHO LOVED THE BUNTER BOCl(S. And here ' s a deli.,Jht-
f ul story from Godfr ey Briggs of Rotor ia , New Zealand . Whilst in 
bi s books ell ers one day a Maori boy of about 12 years of age came 
in . Godfrey pricked up his ears when he heard th e boy ask tlle 
assistant if he had any Bunter Books. The assistant ssid he 
hadn 't and the lad was turning away disappointed when Godfrey 
pulled him up and asked him whet he knew about Bunter Books . The 
boy replied that he had read some of them and wanted more. He 
was delighted when Godfrey invited him to jump into his car . 
Arriving home Godfrey handed him two Bunter Books and two Tom 
Merry's and the Maori boy vent off witJ1 a heart filled with joy . 
Late r Godfrey lent him among others school stories by Gunby lladath 
and John Finnemore ' s Sl apton School yarns . The boy was partic ­
ularly interested in the stories by these two au thors because he 
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said they contained descripti ons of fru8ger games. 

I like that story , don ' t you! 

llIBKll!D Di LrvmPOOL. I had a most enjoyable time at the 

Merseysid e Club meeting on July 8th . It was grand to be with 
such a friendly lot of fellows and it brought back memories of 

that other hap~y occasion 18 months ego. 

On the l!ondey Frank case took me to Chester where ve had 

a lovely day . Thanks a lot, Frank . -
COME TO YOPX. I extend a hearty welcome to any of you vho 
vould l ike to visit my native City. I aa gradually getting my 

collection shi!rShape so that you could have a browse over it 

after a visit to the ahov places if you have not seen them before . 

Yours sincerely , 
HmBml' w:KlimY ................................................................. 

I SPOO A DAY WITH .I.II ARTIST 

By Frank Vernon Lay 

'!'be rein ws pouring steadily down as I drev up in front 
of the Tudor-type house deep in th e heart of Kent . It had not 

been a pleasan t drive from London but I would have endured much 
verse for the sake of a few hours conversation vi th an artint long 
adcired namely Mr. Ernest E. Briscoe . 

Mr. Briscoe V'3 reedy and vai ting for me and in no time at 
all a pot of tea was breving and 1 ' m not betraying any secrets 
vhen I say that EEB is very proud of his tea-making and from the 

samples I imbibed he has every reason to be. Since he lost his 

vite tvo years ego EEB has "done for hil:lself" and his home is a 
credit to him especially as he is no longer a young lll8ll and the 

•-inter just gone was " severe trial to llicl . At present EEB is 
in very poor heal th indeed and on behalf of al l his many adJllirers 

all over tho world I expressed our wish for his quick recovery a.~d 
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an early return to his normal active life. 
"Know anything about Art?" he demanded as he displayed a 

bea ut iful painting of a windmill after a thunderstcm. "Let ' s 
put it here, the l;..::ht' s better," and he propped it on a chair 
in the middle of the library. I t looked alright to me but 
EEB confe ssed himSelf dissatisfied and launched into technical 
details most of which I JID1St admit were away over my head. It 
is an example of his meticulous attention to detail when I say 
that this pa rticular pain ting had been taken down and out of it s 
frame over seven times and still he was not content . 

"Now - I suppose you want t o see the AP stuff? Well as I ' ve 
already told you the AP retained all the originals but I •ve got 
the actual printed illustrations cu t fr om the paper s," and so say­
ing out came several enormous fil es and for the next few hours we 
were engrossed in sorting out li t erally hundreds of cuttiDgs fro c 
the Boys Herald, Boys Realm, Boys Friend, Nel son Lee , Union Jack, 
Penny Pictorial and Champion. Other files had cuttin89 and 
proofs from th e Boys Own Paper and political cartoons from various 
propagandist publicat i ons . 

"Back though t this one was excellent," said EEB hol ding up 
a cutting from th e pink Bors Realm. "He tcok it into H.E. the 
Director (Hamilton Edwards) who commented •J olly Good' and what's 
more saw there was an extra guinea added to the cheque when i t 
came. He was a real man Hamilt on Edwards and I've no cause to 
regret my association with him. 11 

In reply to a question "Yes th e St. Franks bui ld in89 and 
part ic ularly the Clockt ower were based on those of Eton . In point 
of fac t Eton serve d as a model for ma...y a l ater public schoo l," 
and he re he produced the Nelson Lee drawing of Malvern School. 
11You see here , 11 he said 11the central clockt ower, almost identical 
with St. Franks. I used the basic idea and added a turret a t the 
top. That series for the Nel son Lee was a very satisfying one 
to me, running as i t did for so long but I did not care for the 
Lee . That was the ske t ches illustrating common expressions such 
as "grinding his t eet h" I thought them very cheap and childish . 
Howeve r in those days I wasn I t abl e to pick and choose al though 
later I was ab le to refuse such colllllissions that I thought were 
~ or not in accord with my beliefs - for instance I seve ral 
t imes refused any work in connection with blood spo rt s and in time 
this type of thing was not offered to me." 



m then told me of his experiences in the fi r st world 
war vhon he was ataticmed in F.gypt and against great odds held 
three e:a:hibi tions in Ce.ire vi th ll!UCh benefit to himelf. ill 
his painting and drawing had to be done in his ovn tice and 
under difficult conditions and thoso of us who have had army 
experience know what this mcens, Working till the early hours 
of the morning vi thout being abl e to use the electric lilll>t or 
lanterns and endeavouring to allow for the differences in lilll>t 
and shade due to working by candleli81>t, 

After demobilisation EEll placed his work through the Byron 
Studios then under the contro l of Wm, Hodgson some of whose wor'.c 
can be found in the Captain, (During this period he did cucb 
work for the B.O.P.) EEB is a lover of the country and this 
eruibled him to Uvo away from London and ci t ies with just occas­
ional trips to tom for essen tial business . 

As ,nost of us knov EEll is an R.! . and his paintinp and 
water-colours bava coananded a ready sale, His standard was 
always a high one and he set bis face resolutely against what he 
calls the vulgar cowboy and gun type of cheap drawing , ! study 
of his vorl<: cannot fail to disclose the l ove of art for art's sake 
inherent in even the smallest of his illustrations, In all 
prob ability if the hours spent on some of them were taken into 
account it would be found t hat his hourly rat e ofpay was extreme­
ly l ov . 

SoCle of his illustrations thet come readily to mind and 
which sre worth preserving are a pink U.J . cover depicting the 
Houses of Parliament end a ful l -page interior illustraticm of 
Sexton Blake at the Bar of the House delivering the Budget Speech! 

The hours sped by all too rapidly and vben as last I rose 
to take 'If leave there still remained many topics to be discussed , 
books to be looked at and files to bo gone through , so vi th a fin:, 
promise to return as soon as possible and s tay overnight I fina lly 
departed bringing away with me reminiscences of Henry St . John , 
Leonard Shield s , J . II. Pentelov , Hamil ton &brards, W. H. Baclc, 
Addington Symonds and oth ers vi th vbom EEll had had happy 
associu tions . 

Pentel ow, llbeway, Addington Symonds (a real live-wire), a 
young office-boy badgering on the stairs for advice on writing 
and drawing and graduelly blossaning out into a full-blown writer 
on his ovn fee t under the name of ltal tor &!wards ! 



In conclusion it may be menti oned that Ernest Edward Brisco e 
was not content merely to be an artist. He al so on occasion turned 
his hand to wri t ing and those interested ca.'l find a short schoo l 
yarn of hi s in the Boys Realm for July 7 , 1920 - a s tory that was 
quite well re cei ved . He wrote and illustrated quite a number of 
stories for those old friends the Pip, Squeak and \lilf red Annual s 
and al so some comic st rip s and as he chuckles over them to-day it i s 
easy to see that he l oved the work and I came away with the lmow­
l edge that I had met a man t o 11hom t he work was more import ant t han 
th e reward and to whom honest , integrity and r ight-thinking were not 
just words but id eals to be lived up to always . 
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LATE NE,iS: lie deep ly regret to announce the death of Mr. H, J, 
Garrish , who was with the Amalgamated Press for 62 years , He was 
78 . Tributes will appear next month . 

SCHOOL FRHND IIEEXLY. \/anted .!!!1ic issues for 1919 , 1920 and 1921 
only . Oddments or runs welcomed. L. PACKl·lAN, 27 , ARCHDALE ROAD, 
EAST DULWI CH, LONDON S. E. 22. 

URGrnT. Many Sext on Blake Libs. wanted ( 1st and 2nd series) complete 
with covers . Serial numbers, series and price please . Also any 
Union Jacks in good condition fo r the years 1917 , 1918. JOOIE 
PACKMAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LONDON S. E. 22. 

WANTED: BFL. Nos. 82, 141, 166, 207, 430 , 518, 535 , 539, 550, 555, 
558 , 562, 563, 593, 598, 670 , 721, 745, 753, 757, 761 •. . BROOTIB, 
PRillROSE CC7l'TAGE, KINVER, STOIJRBR!]X;E, llORCS. 

EXCHANGE: ~ - 47, nos, 1;88 , 14% , 1438 , 1440 , 1442 . 
~ - Complete run - 1613 - 1631 . Also 472 . Al so other s for 
1935-1 936-193 8 . Nelson Lee No. 375. Exchange all or pa rt. 
R. GREE..'IWOOD, 42, LEACROFT A.vmUE:, BUSl!BURY, ;;oLVERHAMPTON. 

~ : Coll ectors ' Digests Nos. 93 t o 115. 
T. JOIDISON, RABY COl'TAGE, RABY l!ARK, NESTO!I, \IIRRA.L, C!ID,HIRE. 
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B L~J()~JV~ 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE· PACKMAN 

27 1 Archdale Road. East Dulwich. London S.E. 22 

The •spot - light ' is now on the S.B. Library - and with a 
vengeance ! 

I have received qui t e a nUlllber of letters on the subjec t of the 
new ' se t-up ', almost all depl oring the nev saga. Seeing that 
Tinke r has been cut out al t ogether in the July issues I ant icipate 
sti ll more corr espondence about .!htl· 

There is no room this month t o go fully into the matter but I 
will deal with i t a·t some length in September. I may say that Len 
and myself have. written joint l y to the Edi tor of the Library , and i t 
will be interesting to see what reply i s forthcoming . 

Josie Packman. 

IN DEFEJICE OF THE "MODFllNS" 

By E. V. Copecian 

I have just received the news from a member of the Sexton Blake 
Circle that my article, WELCOME PETffi SAXON, which appeared in the 
June "Collectors• Digest", baa already "stirred up a hornet's nest ." 

Frankly, I must admit that at the time of writing I did rathe r 
anticipate that it would provoke some criticism from the old "die­
hards", but it definit ely wae not written with that object in viev . 
It vas vri tten for a very simple reason: I enjoyed the story, 
DA>1GER AHEAD, and I honestly f elt, after 27 years of Blake reading , 
that Pet er Saxon' s initial story was r eally excellent . (No howls 
of f rantic disapproval will ever make me ret ract that statement?) 

From the way my correspondent writes, I am given to understand 
t hat a certain gentleman whose name I have no intention of revealing 
was not only furious about my art icle but declared in righteous 
indignation "that history was being made in printing in Bl.aldana 
the nx>st rubbishy article ever printed." 



Thu11ts a lot . There ' s nothing lik e being outspo ken, is 
there? Aft er al l, we' re a fr ee people. Or are we? 

While I am prepared t o accept an honest opinion as a ma.n.1 s 
right , no matt er how heartil y I might disagree wit h it in pr inciple, 
I am like many oth er folk in that rudenes s does n' t amuse me. 
Ther efo r e I would point out that just because I (and many ot hers, if 
he but knew it) don ' t happe n to share our irate friend' s views, tha t 
fa ct al one gi ves him no ri ght to classify us all in a group l abelled 
"RUBBISH"!!! Possib ly he bases his out spokenness on the pre sump­
tion that " all that i s good is past " - a popular fall acy in many 
walk s of life , but a fal l acy neverthe l ess . 

I can add th is to my original artic le . In a f ew year s t ime 
my fa th er will be 70 . He has been a foll ower of Bl ake a ll his life. 
Not onl y did he r ead and enjoy Peter Saxon • s DANGER AHEAD but at the 
present moment he is halfway thro ugh Saxon I s second story I D:WOY FCR 
MURDER, and dec lare s the act i on i s so brisk he doesn I t want to put 
it down! 

Back to my offe nding artic l e , in cas e it and its predecesso r 
(A HOLIDAY WITH SEX'l\lll BLAKE, May C.D.) shou ld have left th e im­
preesion t hat I ~ apprec iate modern Blak es , I would refe r ~ 
angry enthusiasts to othe r articles of mine (a s yet unpublished ) such 
as TURN BACK THE CLOCK (a r evie w of one of G.H. Teed 1s sto ri es) , 
WALDO LIVES AGAffi (an analysis of some of E. s . Brooks ' Bl ake work) , 
ON OUR SELmTION ( which recommends many of the ol der s chool of 
writer s ) and I Rll1El1BER THESE (which li s ts a group of my "ol d fav­
ouri t es " ) . Perhaps it is r ather unfortunate t hat my f i rst two 
printed articles in the pages of C.D. should have exto ll ed the new 
writ ers and made suc h lit tl e reference t o th e men who put in th e 
very valuab l e groundwork in the years gone by. 

What I would emphasis e , however , is that "We can ge t a dis ­
torted view if we live ~ in th e past and ref use to see !!!!:£ good 
in t he present . 

I can s ee good in both . I like the old writers for rea sons 
given in othe r art i cles . I like the new ones because of thei r crisp­
ness and speed . 'When I read a Bl ake sto ry I want to en joy it. I 
want to enj oy i t as a st ory which will compare with any novel from 
the "mystery " shelv es at t he l ocal library . I ~ want to have to 
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force lll)'self to wade through a lot of outdated cliches in order to 
provide ,eyself with a dose of nostalgia , (Save your howls of wrath . 
I di d say I can see good in ol d as well as new, didn • t I?) 

But above all, we must be fair about this thing . We must take 
the broad outl ook and have the wider vision . Bl ake isn 't restric ­
ted to just a few favourite vri ters l ong- since deceased, It is our 
j ob as enthusiastic followers tc back up and hel p the men of our 
pre sent time who cont inue to chronicle his adventures , It always 
puzzles me when I find readers who can see no good at all in the 
presen~y stories . In fiction, Bl ake has been a man for each 
succeeding generation . Refusal to admit that , i n orde r t o be this , 
change is essential, is a sure sign of age. Besides , i f the pres­
ent tales are a retrograde step, how come they are st ill selling? 
Do .all the old "diehards" presume to condemn fil those who enjoy 
the new yarns? Wouldn't it be far bet ter to welc ome them into the 
fold of Blak e's admirers? 

All progress has taken its share of cri ticisa, Men without 
vision would have clung to the good things of the past and blinded 
the:nselves tc the better things of the future . 

Each generat i on has it s share of goodness and badness , Blake 
yarns over lllO!IY many years have not all been good , Those who claim 
any period was all perfection and literarily short-s i ghted, 

But there is one thing that scares me, While constructive 
criticism is hel pful, the same cannot be said for intolerance and 
prejudice , 

When you throw stones some find their mark, Too many stones 
can ultimately ki ll. Don' t throw too much at Blake. He isn't 
ent irely indestructible, 

Don't mourn all the time for "tha t llhich is lo st" , Rather, 
seek to keep Sexton Blake alive, 

A kind word hel ps a l ot, 

SIDELIGHTS ON A PRIBDIT DAY AUTHOR 

by W. O. G. Lofts 

One of the ioost popular vri ters in the current series of the 



- ----(2 11)-----------

Sexton Blake Library is \IALTrn TYRER. 
Collllllencing with No. 53 "The Mystery of Squadron X" this author 

continues to write for the Library - with Blake at his best, 
It was rrry good fortune recently to contact Mr. Tyrer, who gave 

me some interesting details about himself , and knowing that Blake 
enthus i asts are a lways keen to know something about the men who write 
of his adventures , it is therefore with much ple asure that I received 
Mr, Tyrer •s permiss i on to giv e out th i s infomation . 

Walter Tyrer was born in the year 1900 , at St . Hele ns , Lanes. 
In his youth he revelled in the works of Charles Hamil ton , especia lly 
the stories written in his Dickensian humorous vein, Strangely 
enough Mr. Tyrer did not care a lot for s tori es abou t Sex t on Blake; 
nor did he find much interest in those of Jack, Sam and Pete , the 
creation of s. Clar ke Hook and possibly th e most popular fictional 
characters of that time, His favourite author was Sidney Drew 
(F.dgar J oyce Murrsy ). 

On l eaving schoo l Mr. Tyre r started work as a clerk in a glass ­
works, - where , by a strange coincidence , he occupied the same of fice 
stool S . Cl arke Hook had once used (Clarke Hook lived at St . Hel ens 
for many years). Mr . Tyrer•s father was a gl ass bott le- blo wer , but 
he died when Walter was only two years of age . This no doubt acc ­
ounts for t he erone ous report once circ ul ated that Walter Tyrer was 
at one t i me a glass -bl ower. 

In the latte r part of the first World War Mr, Tyre r served in 
the Royal Naval Air Servi ce . His first story was written f or the 
Detective Magazine (A, Press) for which he r ecei ved £5 . It was a 
story written in the first pe r son, the narrator committ ing the crime . 
Mr. Tyrer t e ll s me that l ate r on he could have kicked himself fo r 
wasting i t - when he sa w what Agatha Christie did with a similar idea 
( al th ough he takes his hat off t o that lady). 

Actually he was a litt l e uncertain at first as to whet her he 
wanted to be an author or an ar t ist, for he used to do imitation Tom 
Webster cartoons for a local paper . (Charles Hamilton has a simi l ar 
ability, and t he same applies to &!ward Hom<H)all .) However, in 
1924 Mr. Tyrer star t ed writing for the firm of D. C, Thomson, the maj ­
ority of his stories being for their women•s publications but occas ­
i onal l y for the boys papers . As, of course , Thomson' s do not pub­
li sh autho r s ' names, it is impossib l e to trace Mr. Tyrer ' s works in 
this field, but some such stories in seria l form were "Roddy of the 
Regiment" and "Rover Plus-Four Peter" , which appeared in the "Rover" . 
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About the year 1935 he vent over to the A. Press , who started 

the "Miracle" - built round him and his r ather Tbomsonian ideas . 

He al so wrote for their boys publications , although most of his work 

vas for the women's papers. 
With regard to present day writings, Mr. Tyrer feels that 

people do not give themselves to reading as did the generations of 

his youth. For this reason the stories are constructed in a sim­

pler manner and with a m'I!" direct approach . 
Mr. Tyrer was amazed at the knowledee I had of the minor writers 

of today (and yesterday) and at the extens ive general interest take n 

in their personalities and work - although he f eel s they do not merit 

such recognition . Be was surprised that his own work should be so 

appreciated , for Mr. Tyrer regards himself es a purveyor of mass 

entertainment, and his work as ephemeral as the average radio script . 

As we collectors know, Sexton Blake has c~ considerably 

in the sixty years of his literary life , and Mr. Tyrer - who enjoys 

writing Blake stories - i s of the opinion that Blake is now passing 

through another metamorphosis. 
The original Edi to r of the Sexton Blake Library, who, es rec­

ently sta ted in Blakiana, has now retired , used to be the centre of 

an infon:ial group cooprising Anthony Parsons, Rex Hardinge, John 

Hunter and l/alter Tyrer . They would meet for a chat and a glass or 

two of beer in one of the bars at the lower end of Fleet Street . 

Mr. Tyrer hopes to continue writing Sexton Blake stories from 

time to time, althoueh at presmt he is busy in the field of women's 

publications. Incidentally, scme readers think that Mr. Tyrer 

introduces too much of the lov e element into his Blake stories , but 

it ICUSt be remembered that the Sexton Blake Library of today is 

primarily intended for the adult public , and you cannot l eave ,roman 

and love out of adult stories - who would want to? {As Kr. Tyrer 

was brought up by a family of seven l adies , this may account for a 

bias toward the feminine element . ) 
The bulk of !fr. Tyrer ' s work today is written for four pub­

l ishers , and be is never sure of the names under vhich his women's 

stori e s wi ll appear , The finn of Pearson uses the pen-name of 

RAv»rnEAD, and at one time he cal l ed himself REX KINGSTON, Neither 

is Kr . :Y""r ever sure in which periodical his work will be published, 

but it is always up-to-<late, 

One of Mr. Tyrer'• 'purple patch ' s tories had the lurid title of 

"She Sent her Mother to the Scaffold" . Thia vas published in 
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"Poppy ' s Library" (No. 100). He also wrote the first sto ry for the 
"Miracle Library" ( 1949) . 

The follo wing bound books ha ve been written by Mr. Tyrer : 
Ellen Morgan; The H8Il81= ' • Daughter ; Jane the Ripper; Trunk CriDe 
No. 3 (all published by Columbine Publishing Co. ) and Such Friends 
are Dangerous (Staples Press 1954). 

At the pr esent moment Mr. Tyrer has written thirty - seven 
S. B.L's - all excellent yams - the details of which appear below. 
Meanwhile, it is to be hoped t hat it will not be lo ng before mor e 
stories from l!r. Tyrer ' s pen will appear in the Sexton Blake Libr a ry . 

Ilo. 53. The ~lystery of Squadron X. 
" 61. The CUrse of t he Carringtons . 
" 81 • The Case of the Conscript Miner . 
" 109. The Secret of the Sands . 
" 120. The Mystery of the Three Demobbed Men, 
11 131. The Crime on the Moors. 
" 150. The Hol iday Camp Mystery . 
" 162. The Case Against Dr. Ripon , 
" 173. The Motor Coach ~.ystery . 
" 183. The Mystery of the Woman overboard. 
" 188 . The Arfai r of the Hollyw ood Contract , 
" 198, The Mystery of the Missing Angle r . 
11 202. One of El even. 
" 212. The Cottage Crime. 
" 216. The Evil Spell , 
" 219 , The Case of the Naval Defaulter , 
" 226 . The Affair of Danny the Dip . 
" 229 , The Mystery of the Rio Star . 
" 236 . The Case of Two Crooked Baronets , 
11 243 . The Crimes at Fenton Towers. 
" 258 , The Dil emma of Dr. Hiley. 
" 264 . The Hire Purchase Fraud . 
" 272. The Scrap Metal Mystery . 
" 276. The Case of the Bogus Baron. 
" 282. The Secret of the Snows. 
" 2ITT. The Case of the Naval Sto re s Racket . 
" 293. The Case of the Missing Nazi . 
" 299 , The M;ystery of the Swindle r ' s Stooge. 
" 3C3. The Riddle of the French Alibi . 
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No. 309, The Case of the Swindled Guarantor , 
• 318. The Case of the Cotmcil Swindle. 
• 321 , The Crime in Room 37. 
• 328, The Case of the Forbidden Island , 
• 336, The Case of the Returned Soldier , 
" 339, The Strange Affair of the Shot-Gun Sniper , 
• 343, The l\ystery of the Mad Millionaires , 
• 351, The Clue of the Pin-Up Girl . 

TilE MAN FROM llIMBQR.ijE - A STARTLING DEVELOPMrnT 

By Herbert Leckenby 

There has been a remarkable sequel to the aad story told by 
Jack Murtagh last month of his unsatisfactory deal with P, E, Kingsl ey 
of Wimborne, 

\'/hen I fir s t got t he story from Jack I sent it on to Len Peck-
man wit h the reoark , "This all r :i.Jl€s a bell , It reminds me forcibly (I 
of the methods of R, E, Poynter, about whom we had something to aay 
more than once some years ago, " Len cordially agreed for he remem-
bered Poynte r but we thought it best to say nothing until we were more 
sure of our ground. 

Well the C. D. went out and you can imagine with what interest I 
read a l et ter from one of our members who said he had had some deal ­
ing wi th the dealer ment ioned but he knew him as Kingsley -Poynter , 
In pas siI>.g it is only fai r to say that my informant said that so far 
as he was concerned he had no cause for complaint. 

Well I replied post haste asking for more details, Back came 
a reply with a le t ter signed cl early enough - P, E, Kingsley Poynter 

Herc's the si gnature :-

It couldn't possibly be a coincidence so it seemed certain my 
suspicion had been correct . 

Now who was R, E, Poynt er? !!is sto ry broke soce years ago and 
as hundreds have joined us since , I shall have t o go into it in 
detail as you ' 11 agree as you read on, 
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"COLLECTOR •s DIGEST" POINTERS. No, 3. 

[ _v-+--R-!--N-1rS-~U--il--p-; 

E D A 0 0 G 

A L M N H M 

y E s N 0 T 

B 0 R R N 

I.__N_._D_,_N_.__G j_T_,_ o_l 

The object of the game is to score 
as many points as pos sible . Start 
with any letter and moving from 
tha t squo.re to an.y adjacent square 
hor izontally, ve rtic ally or diagon ­
a ll y I spell out the longest word 
you can find . 
Make a note of the word, and in 
the squa r e cross out the letters 
you have used . Now l ook for ru,.. 
other word and continue until there 
are no more words to be found . I t 
is not necessary to use all the 
le t ters . 

For a two- letter word count 1 point; f or a thre<>-le tte r word, 3 
poin t s; for 4 lett ers, 5 points; fiv e letters, 7 points , And so 
on , adding 2 points for each additio nal letter . WIES ASSOCIATED 
WITH TlIE HOBBY COOIIT DOUBLE POINTS. 

Write your words , with the score you claim , on a postcard , and 
post it to th e Editor . Five Shillin i;s will be forwarded to the sen ­
der of the best effort first received by the Editor . 

RESULT OF POINTERS NO. 2. 

The bes t pos sible score was probably ilANDFORTH (30) TIN'ml ( 18) 
SKillNER (22) LOlfl'llIB. (22) WHARTON (22) . Total 114 points , 

A postal order for 5/ - has been sent to LAURIE S11l'TON, 112 
REPTOli ROAD, ORPINGTON, KlllT, fo r his entry in this contest, 

****"** 
(continued from page 232) 

upon as a bles s ing of Providence . 
With kindest regards , 

Vecy sincerely , 
FRANK RICHARre. 

P. S. I am th1nk:ilJ8 over the anniversary monti onod in your l ette r and 
will writ e l ate r abo ut i t , (Note: The postscript refers to the St , 
Jims~ a!J!!ive, sary. I hav e since received a nice lit tle piece . of . 
nos , H.L_.~L- -------- -- ------ ------
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OLD BOY'S BOOK CLUB 
LONDON SDJTIO!I 

Invasion meeting at Wood Green on Simday, July 15th , as Ray 
Bennett from Tipton , Staffs , Cl if f Lett ey, Frank and !iorah Ruther ford 
of Bri sto l , and Tom Porter , Jack Bel ~field and Beryl Russell of Bir ­
mingham all at tended a very jolly and happy gathe r ing , Highlight 
once again was Frank Vernon-Lay' s further talk on E, E, Bri sooe and 
the sho!'ing round of cra vings and water colours that this fanous art ­
is t had give n him. Furthermore Frank gave a very good ta lk on 11The 
Capta in", this we hope, will appear in our Herbert 's "C.D. 11 or the 
"C,D, Annual". Time once "l;8in the ene,,,y and our visitors had to 
wend their divers ways home afte r a.'l enjoyable time , The Bri stol 
tri o were the most fortunate as they took Bob Blythe home in the i r 
car and naturally found time to inspec t the famous complete collec t ion 
of "Nel son lee Libraries" that Bob possesses . 

Next meeting of club will be at ei ther Wood~ne , Brighton or a t 
Neasden, London N,lf, on Sunday, September, 16th , 

UNCLE BlliJAMIN, 

NORTHffill SEX:TIOII MEETING, JULY 14th 1 1956 

Dawn saw Gerry Allison, J ack ~ood and myse lf 1n the queue outside 
t he ground at Headingl ey wait ing hopefully for a day in the sun at 
t he Test Match, However it proved to be the Test Day that Never Was. 
Thanks to Gerry and Mrs . Allison Jack and I spent a most enjoyabl e day 
at thei r home and in t he evening we all set off for the Club lleet ing , 
Unlike the Test Hat ch tha t ~ on and a real winner it proved to be, 

Fi rs t chai rman Sreeze Bentley heart il y welcomed the wanderers 
Gerry and Mrs, A, back to the fold a ft er the unique occasion which 
run.de t hem absent ees last month. 

It wes our f irst ' Ladies• Ni ght ' and ri ght worthily did anothe r 
member of the Allison famil y , Molli e , fill the bill . Firs t she gave 
a talk on the f avourit e girls ' papers of her girlhood , the ' School 
Fri end ' etc ., but admitted she lik ed even better the ' Magnet I bought 
by broth er Gerry, Later she conducted a quiz "Missing Letters• which 
went down well , Yes an excellent debut Holli e, 

Brother Gerry gave her a res t whilst he put on a cut e game 



- - -- --- ----- (227) -

We often hear of Fives bats , used (particularly by Pet er Todd) 
fo r sunmary punishment , but we never hear of Fives its elf , a very worth­
while game. There ere plenty of Removeites with speed and a quick 
eye who would enjoy this . I ncide ntally, what ver sion of Fives 1!l_ 
played with a bat? A padded gl ove is usual . 

In the summer, sure l y there should be Tennis and Swiimning as well . 
No Schoo l swimming bath is a sad deficiency , and tennis might well cat ­
er for some of those less expert a t crick e t . Harry Wharton would, in 
general, have to be prepared to give up his sole r ight to organising 
Jun i or games - certainly to choosing the Junio r School XI ' s - which 
should be in the hands of a games maste r . Anyway, inter--school games 
would be organized by the Rouse Captain of Games, t houet,. no doubt 
Wharton would be consulted as Captain of the Junior XI . No l<Onder 
he has let himself in for a l ot of troub l e and charges of favouritism 
by picking the Junior XI• s himse l f - all from his own form too! 

It is not easy t o change a School suddenly , but Dr. Lock will 
appreciate tha t changes must come. Perhaps , next Founder • s Day, he 
will invite to the School Mr. Frank Richards - regarded by many a s 
"second founder" of the 16th century School - who will be abl e to de­
clare open the new Science buildings . Later, in Hall , he will be able 
to presen t the VIth Form Physics Prize to Geor ge Wingate (Captain of 
the Schoo l and Head of Quelch ' s House) , and the Junio r Cl assical Prizes 
to Mark Linl ey and Harry Wharton - both of the Classica l Fourth . 

DO YOU Rll!EMBIB? By Roger M. Jenkins 

No. 19 - Magnet s 994 & 995 
Amongst Mr . Quelch ' s re l ations may be numbered not only his pl ump 

niece Cora, but a l so his nephew RO!,er. Cora was not heard of again 
after the days of the Bl ue and White cover , but Roger was re f erred to 
on a number of occasions after his initial debut , which took place in 
Magnet No. 994. 

Roger Quelch was in the Fourth Form at High Coombe, in Devon, 
al though he does not seem to have appeared in any of the st or i es that 
Charl es Hamil ton wrote about the School fqr Slackers . Mr . Quel ch I s 
broth e r con s idered (not surprisingly) that his son was not making en­
ough progress at High Coombe, and Roger was according l y t r ansferred to 
Greyfriars fo r a fortnight with tl!e possib i lity of making the trans f er 
permanent . ~il' . (.uelch was kindly pre pared to give him extra tui ti on 
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dai ly, and t o coach him for a number of prize examinations and 
scholarships . To quote: "llr . Quelch !mew what was good for a boy, 
better thsn t he boy himself could possibly !mow. He was sure of that . 
J,;ny di sagreement on that point savoured of disre spect and frivolity of 
mind. Disrespect and frivolity were quite intol erabl e to Mr. Quelch.• 

Roger apprec i ated bis uncle ' s kinGl'lesa, but did not int end to 
avail himself of i t . His one ambition 1'aS to return to High Coombe 
as rapidly as possible , and to achieve this object he set about play ­
ing a number of t ricks on his uncl e. A bell rang very mysteriously 
several times in the form-room, and another bell rang jus t as myster­
iously and just as often in Mr. Quel cb's study when he was giving a 
tea - party . Later on , the Reoove master became locked in his room, 
and when help was eventually obtained it turned out that the door had 
somehow become unlocked again , and Mr. Quelch need never have called 
fo r help at all. The crowning jest , however , was to stack firevol'XS 
behind th e coal in the grate in Mr. Quelch' s study . The Head happened 
to be there when they began to explode , and be had quite an exciting 
time d~ jtm1ping crackers . 

After this , it was quite certain that Roger must l eave . To 
quote again : • • As you will not, and do not , belong to this school, 
it is doubtful whethe r I am entitled to puni sh you as fol'IIMllaster . • 
Roger br igh t ened up. 'But as an uncle i t i s my duty to punish you 
with the utmost sev erity !"' As Roger said , 1'My \Ulcle1s fond of me, 
a.'ld I'm fond of hilD - and th e l ess we see of ono another the more 
fond we are !" 

**** • N1111uu ••• • • • • • • • •• ••111uuu• 11u u1 1111111n1111111uu1u11 111 

~: ~R eyr.ham Castle Series (4) Creek Message Series (4) 
Blackrock Ser i es l4) . Singl e Copies Nos: 1555-1584- 1588-161}-1614-
16j0-~ . All at 1/6 each . In good condition . Nos. 1422, 1423, 
1425 ,1.<IU,1.4.g'J,~ (Stacy) 1/9 each . ~ 1311,1567,1568, 1569, 1586, 
1587. 1/3 each. C.D. Annual 1954 5/ -. Sold separately or 50/- the 
lot . D.B. WEBSTEl!, 7 CROSBY ROAD SOOTli, LIVERPOOL 22. 

~! C.D' s 35-40 , 42-100, 112-114, (76 in al l ) £2 10 o. Early 
bound "~" 9 vols. 25/ - lot . Some oddments. L.F. ASHLEY, 
23 MOUNTJOY, BRIDPORT, DCflSF:r, 

~ : S.P.C. No' s 26-32 for binding. G. MELL, 49 GRACEFIELD GARDE?fS 
STREATRAM, LONDON S.W.16. - - ·- -



------------ (215) -----------

I remembered some of it but by no means all as I realised when 
I turned up the necessary mmbers . In f act I had forgotten the most 
surprising part of i t, More of that l ater . 

Mr. Poynter was first mentioned in our famous No. 3A. It 
concerned an unfortunate experience Frank Snell of Bideford, had with 
him, Frank sent Mr. Poynter 250 Gems and 36 S . 0 .L' s and was to get 
322 Magnet s in return. Frank never got them a lthough Mr,P, swore he 
had sent them in two parcels . Afte r socie not very pleasant corres­
pondence Poynter added insult tc injury by of fering to pay ~ 
for the Gems and 2d. for th e S, O,L' s 11/4d, in all less faresofi7&i , 
which he said he had incurred when posting the parc el s! After~ 
Frank gave up in disgust. Mr. Poynte r by the way mentioned tha t he 
was very much interested in Nel son Lees . 

Now we turn to C,D, No, 27 , March, 1949, Here was t ol d the 
unsatisfactory transaction Bill Colcombe had with R, E. Poynter of 
Box Hill Road, Tadwort h , Surrey, I dares ay Bi ll has l aughed over it 
since as it had an amusing s ide - to an onlooker at an:y rate , 

A:n;r•as Bill was offered 57 Sexton Blake Libraries 345-401 (2nd 
Series) in exchange fo r double t he quantity of Magnets, Gems, Plucks, 
U .P , etc. Bill tho ught the offer fair enough so sent of f 115 papers , 
I' ll now quote what we said a t the t ime. 

"What do you think he got in exchange? You' ll never guess in 
a month of Sundeys ! !lot the S.B. he so c l early spec ifi ed or any 
S.B.L ' s at al l, instead - a lo ad of Women' s World' s and John Bulls?! 

Thinking he had received someone el se 's parcel in erro r for not 
even a blind man could confus e th e two papers mentioned wi t h Sexton 
Blake Libraries - Bi ll naturally asked for an expl ana ti on . Judge hi s 
surp ri se , dismay and ind i gnation when Mr. Poynte r tol d him he had got 
the same f ace value fo r those he had sent and if he didn 't like it he 
could go to blazes.'' Well, I ask you ! Naive sort of bloke , Mr. 
Poynt e r, or i s he? 

However, Bill not being satisfied naturally threatened legal 
act io n and managed t o get £4 15s, out of Mr. Poynter . 

On to C. D. No, 38, February , 1950 . This is the affair I had 
f orgo tt en about until I started searching and it's rathe r surprising as 
it concerned Jack Murtagh, very much so, Anyway it all came back as 
soon as I read it. 

It told how about the same time as the Bi ll Colcombe business 
was on Jack waa in correspondence with a Hr. R, Parker. of Box Hil l 
Road, Tadwort h , Surre y, th e same address as Mr, Poynter' s mark you, 
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and as later revealed, the aame handwriting, Now recal l what Jack 
t ol d you last month then read this quoted from tha t No. 38, 

"Mr. Porte r offered Jack a number of Nel son Lee's , ol d series , 
numbers given in detail . He asked for three copies in exchange for 
One of his . The numbers offered were some Jack was anxious to ob-
tain to help compl ete his collection so he accepted the of fer by ai r­
mail and added he was sending off 30 Nelson Lees straight away, othera 
to follow. 

About a month later Jack recei ved another le t te r from "fir . Porter" 
saying that as he had not heard earlie r from Jack he had sold the 
Nel son Lees, a fortnight before , So he offe r ed in their place some 
John Bulls , Local Govenm:ent Chronicles , Melody Makers, women' s books 
etc ?!!" 

Jack sent a curt demand for the return of his Nelson Lees, but 
his letter was returned "Gone Away", and we added "From that day t o 
this Jack has never had another word from Mr. Porter - Poynter." 
Well he has now it seems. I sent him an air - le t ter es soon as I 
heard of the Kingsley -Poynter signature and no doubt the previous 
experience came back to him in a flash . At the mo:nent of writing I 
haven • t had his rep ly . I wonder if I dare publ ish it when I do ! 

Bill Martin by the way revealed some tiJDe afte r Jack ' s first 
experience that Mr. Poynter had moved on to Scuthampton. 

Well Jack asked last mont h "llhat Do You Think?" I ' ll add 
What Do You Think Now? 

In conclusion if any of you have had any cause for COOlj)laint I 
urge you to send details to Len Packman or myself . If you would 
rather your names were not ma.de public we would abi de by your request . 

After thought. I wonder what made the Wimborne deale r sign his 
l ette r s Kingsley-Poynter in some instances . Maybe he thought it 
sounded more impressive. Impressive maybe, but my word, what a 
mistake ! 

Later, I have had a letter fro:n Mr, Kingsley l aying a cc>npl aint 
against Jack Murtagh!! Needl ess to say my reply wouldn' t give him 
much consolation • .................................................................... 
AW:RICAN COLLWrOR wishes to purchase old dolls snd old buttons 18th 
and 19th centuries. Any Amount. \/rite: THID. OLBmT, PALAIS 
ALBmT I.E.R . VILLE FIWICHE, SUR Mm, A.I'!. rnANCE. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK WOOD 

llOOTAW, 328 , Stockton Lane, 
YORK. 

( Continued from last month) 

This staggering info:nnation is received with disbelief but 
Nelson Lee is abl e to state that some weeks ago an obscure paragraph 
in the Press had reported Pr in ce Paul having fallen into the hands of 
r evolutionaries and held a pr isone r in the hills , Grave trouble had 
broken out in t he tiny kingdom of Mordania. 

And evidentl y t he Prince was placed on the ship to be blown to 
atoms with the schoone r it self. By chance the disas ter was averted. 
Then came the st onn , t he st orm which was t o throw them all on the wild 
coast of l·lordania and make possi bl e a very fine se ri es , Brooks hes 
taken t he St. Franks crowd into many places on the map but mostly he 
preferred t o vri te about Georgious Hote l surroundings and tropical 
sp l endour . Even the South Pol e can claim a white , vast attra ct iv e 
aspect . But Mord ania was rugged , wild and ug ly. 

. Having no recognised road.a or highways, nor did it possess e 
railway. Fortunately, al thou@! t he ship was wrecked the boys were 
ab l e to raid the schooner stores and obtain food whic h they made into 
parcels . These they all strappe d to t hei r backs and so commenced 
their journey into the interior . They were cut off from civi li satio n, 
The schooner did not possess a wireless, and not a sign of any other 
ship could be seen . The cr owd were well armed. They had b r ought 
the revo l vers and rifles from the schooner. 

By that strange gift of his Edwy Searles Brooks al ways managed 
to transplant his readers from their armchairs and place t hem into 
what ever situation or sce nery he wrote about . 

But when he put me in Mordania he exce ll ed even himself "It wss 
a scene of desolation. Of lif e there was no sign . Not a human be­
ing, not an anunal and not the trace of any roadway or human habita ­
tion. " The St. Frank' s crowd , Lord Dorrimore , Capt. Mason and Prince 
Paul were alone in th e mountainous region of the BalkanS ! 

A wild rocky area with no shelter and a grim pr omise of rain in 
the a ir. In every direction rose the mountain peaks with valleys and 
gullies , black and inky in t he dim evening li ght, but no s i gn of town 
or village - nothing. 
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And so they walked on. But by the end of the day they were 
exhausted - well and truly whacked, 

The nearest approach to meeting strangers came when they found 
a whit e object among the rocks. 

It was a skull ! 
The hours crept by and the day drew to a close . They had rea­

ched a point where a tall peak could be seen. Actually it was a 
building . One of those we see in a volume of fairy stories, ,i.th 
towers and turrets and tiny slit- l ike windows. 

It was the monastery of St . Pete r ! And after great difficulty 
th ey gained admittance and were given food and rest , 

But the biggest surprise came when they net King Boris of Mor­
dania who hsd taken ref uge in the same building. 

It is when Princ e Paul meets his father that his memory returns 
and they are at once in each other's arms. 

But the enemies of King Boris track him to the monastery and a 
swift , sudden attack was made on the building. It was soon over , 
The revolutionaries had captured them all with the exception of Nip­
per, Tregell i s-llest and TOl!li'IY Watson. They had hidden in a pile of 
blankets and the brigands had overlooked them! !low I will draw a 
veil over the rest of the story since fII9 article concerns only the 
sequel to these adventures . But I would add in passing that for 
sheer desolation and vacuity that is Mordania, well , I was glad to 
ge t out of the country. 

Br ooks has scraped the barrel of despair to describe thi s wild 
and lllhospi tab l e region and the artist A. Jones has gone one better 
and given us a pict ori al poverty which must sure l y be unique in the 
annals of the art of delineation . He has faithfully depicted the 
forlorn and dismal scenes that foll ow the psrty as they trudge and 
climb the rocky way. That it is to the inability of Mr. Jones t o be 
a good artist is perhaps his loss and our gain but one lllUSt agree that 
a certain amount of intuition was needed to illustrate these series . 

And these sketches are pen and ink echoes . The author must have 
put everything he knew into the yarn - and until the last issue of the 
Nelson Lee he never repeated such similar dreary seri es of fastnesses. 
Such a lonely , forbidding , incredulous and inimical an influence drifts 
through these sto ries that T must once again express rcy amazement at 
the bol dness of the publishdr . 

I sometimes think that what ever has been or will be vri tten 
al ready it has appeared in the Nel son Lee Library! 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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And now I come to the point where after the party flee from 
the dreaded Tagossa, af t er they raise an army in support of the King, 
the journey to LUDARI, the Mordanian capital , the occupation of the 
Citadel and the subsequent onslaught made agajnst it by the Tagossa, 
they return home victorious , all safe end sowd . 

Only to be threatened once again, right in the heart of London l 
The vendetta, the deadly blood feud, had been brought to Eng­

land by two Mordenians who had sworn an oath to destroy every member 
of the party who had helpe d King Boris to destroy the Tagossa. Soon 
after thei r arrival in England the boys had gone to St . Franks. And 
they had all received mysterious cards bearing a flaming torch, which 
as they all knew meant death was to follow. At first they had not 
taken these warnings seriously but on the very same day a high ex­
plosive bomb had been flung at a coach containing not only the six­
teen fellow s who went to Mordenia but many others as well . By a 
miracle they had escaped disaster and Dr. Stafford, acting on Mr. 
Lee• s advice had sent all the juniors off home without delay. The 
fifteen juniors were kept within closed doors by their people. Nip­
per stayed wi th Lee in Grays Inn Road. And each house was closely 
protected by police and Scotland Yard detectives . The next move the 
Mordanian murderers make is to take a pot shot at Lord Dorrimore as 
be strolls along Grays Inn Road on his way to Lee. 

But it is only a graze , and under the skilful care of Nelson 
Lee, Dorrie is made to r es t in Lee ' s study .. 

Then a period of quiet sets in. ill that day and throughout 
the night the Tagossa made no sign . Mortie and Handforth and one or 
two others had telephoned but there wss nothing doing . 

A parcel among Lee • s mail seems innocuous enough but Lee is 
suspic i ous and placEs it in a large bowl of water. Stripped of its 
wrappings a c igar box is revealed which amuses Nipper since Lee has 
spoiled an expensive box of Havanas. However on further examination 
an infernal machine is exposed which would have blown them to atoms 
the very instant th e lid was lifted . 

And then the awful thought that perhaps the others had received 
similar parcels filled them with horror . 

Nipper phoned ilandforth who had Church and McCl ure staying with 
him , but owing to a fire in the West End during the night the number 
was disconnected. Nipper is frantic and urges Nelson Lee to visit 
Hand:forth whil e he is out. Next, Montie u, phoned, and Nipper learns 
a parcel which has come hes not been opened. After listening to 
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Ni ppe r Montie decides he wouldn' t touch the parce l with a barge-pole ! 
A p=el has also come for Ernest Lawrence but he was not up 

and Lawrence Senior promises he will put i t in water . 
Then Talmadge and Yorlce, Both these junio r s had received par­

ce l s but as they had not risen from their beds !li pper was able t o 
stop them opening the packages, In the meantime llandfor th was ex­
rressing his deli ght at receiving a box of chocol ates by post and 
shares them with Church and McClure, Sir Edward llandforth appears 
and takes them away expressing his disgust at eating chocolates be­
fore breakfast . This seves the lives of t he three boys since Nelson 
Lee turns up and is able to announce the chocolates arc poison : But 
t he boys had sampled them and Lee found th e j uniors all stretched out 
on thre e sopara te beds , al l of them ful ly dressed and looking ex­
t remely bad. However, he injects an antidote and saves thei r li ves . 

Fatty Lit tl e was the next victim . Some kind but unlmown friend 
had sent him a hamper. And Fatty had a weakness for hampers! I t 
wasn' t a large one fo r i t had come through the post , but O!llf kind of 
hamper was acceptable to Fa t ty , 

But when Nel son Lee infonns him the contents are probably poi ­
soned he i s aghast . 

Tho detective doesn 't waste a minute. He hurries in his racer 
to the home of Reggie Pit t in Kensington. With Pitt , there are also 
Cecil de Valerie and Justin B, Farman, 

Lee is gxeatly relieved to find that the three boys were not down 
yet . As he expected a parcel was vai ting . I t was becoming clear 
that no-one was being crl.ssed, I t was again chocolat es in this case 
which upon examination were found by Lee to be poisonous . 

On arriving a t Bob Christine ' s place the leade r of the Coll ege 
House answered the door himself. No, it wasn' t sweets or bombs he 'd 
got in his parcel , it was a pair of boxing-gloves, Lee is puzzl ed, 
but decides to examine them. Christine is horrified to see him rip 
the gloves open and tear them to pi eces , A moment later the truth 
was r evealed . Inside each glove there was a tiny, almost invisible 
metal spike , cunningly fixed to the lining . And the spikes were 
coated with a deadly poison , 

Watson and Turner bad not received any parcels , but Nel son Lee 
put this do,m to a deley in the post and warned th em of what to do 
when they did come, 

Nipper had rung up the remainder and gave instructions . 
Captain Mason• s parcel had a queer hissing sound and he had 



thrown it through the window of his house. The next second there 
was an explosion which demolished the house. Mason was scorched and 
shmned and the servants sustained broken legs and fractured skulls . 
But Mason was not fatally hurt. 

The rest of the crew, Morgan, Leighton and some others were 
warned by Mr. Lee in time and so escaped injury . 

The final attempt on the lives of Lee and Nipper, is I think, 
one of the most thrilling episodes that has appeared in the N.L.L. 
And this is how it was carried out: -

Mrs. Jon es , Lee's housekeeper, had opened the door in response 
to a short ring. She found herse lf conf ronted by a foreign - looking 
individual, with a small basket slung ove r his shoulder. This was 
now in front of him, with the lid he ld up, displaying for Mrs. Jones' a 
dazzled vision a choice variety of buttons , reels of cotton and so 
forth. 

"Not today, thanks!" said llrs. Jones curt ly. "I don ' t hold 
with you men - I was cheated the very last time! You can go away!" 

But the man pushed his way into the hall before Mrs. Jon es 
could prevent him. Trams and buses were passing in the street and 
the traffi c general l y was thick . Yet nobody had noticed the entry 
of th e man. This is not surprisillg since Grays Inn Road is a very 
busy thoroughfare . 

Today the trams are no longer there. They have been replaced 
by extra bus services . But th ere is a continuous movement of veh­
icles . Gray s Inn Road! How the memories jump out of the past as I 
walk down it , I never want t o leave Grays Inn Road - just linger, 
and foolishly expec t to see lfolson Lee and Nipper emerge from a house 
that I have earmarked as the home of the detec tive s . But they never 
do - yet I conso l e myself by thinking they were here once and this is 
where they lived , But to continue. 

The man who had forced his way into Lee ' s home requests Mrs . 
Jon es to smell a bottle of scent · of which he demands only threepence. 
The next moment the hous ekeepe r falls back , overcome by the fumes and 
she is dragged away. He enters the consul ting room and poin ts a gun 
at Nipper, "If you move or make the s lighte st sound I will shoot!" 
he exc l aims . 

He then attempts to knock Nipper out with the butt of his re­
volver. But Nipper dodges the blow and a struggle ensues. 

Eventually, Nelson Lee ' s assistant is bound and gagged and 
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trussed up like a chicken , And th e llordanian drags him across the 
r oom and t i es him to the handle of a small safe which has been l et 
into the wall , During the fight Nipper had tripped over a chair and 
caught his head against something, This had stunned him and put him 
out for a while . When he had come to he fOIUld himself trus sed '-'P 
and ti ed to the safe, The Mordanian had t oken an object from his 
basket and connected it to the door by wires and two pi ece s of metal . 
At once Ni pper realize s it is an infernal machine - a bomb! 

And it was fixed in such a way that "'1en t he door opened the two 
pieces of metal would make contact and set off the bomb! 

Both Lee and Nipper would be blown up vi t h the house . When 
Nelson Lee came t hrough that door he would kill Nipper - and himsel f . 
I t was possible tha t Lennard of the Yard or Hrs, Jones might recover 
and come into the room, but the result would be the same, Whoever 
entered the room would cause the bomb t o expl ode. 

The murderer l eaves the consul ting room by way of the l aboratory 
and Nipper i s l ef t to his f ate . 

If ho can work bis gs;; loose and shout a warning t here was no 
guarantee that Lee would understand. It was a te rri ble predicament 
and somehow one doesn't connect the scene with old time melodrama in 
these days of troubl e out in Cyprus. 

There is an urgency of reality that grips the reader , Nipper 
managas to get the rev ol ver fro m his pocket but alt hough i t is in his 
grasp the posi tion was not al tered. If he starts l oosening off a 
fow shots i t woul d only bring disaster; for somebody would be attrac ­
ted and coioo blund ering in . If ho fired at the wire s and tried to 
seve r them the bomb may go off at the same time , And then, with a 
sudden feeling of horror he hears the front door bang. 

Foot steps sounded on the stairs - firm, hurried f ootsteps which 
Nipper instantly recognises. Nelson Lee was c oming up the stairs ! 

Nipper gazes at that door in a fascinated kind of horror. \Ii th ­
in a few moments it will be open, the two pieces of ~tal will come 
into contact and then - just a few seconds l eft - then Nipper is 
staring at the lcey in the door . The key is a l arge one - old fash­
ione d, wit h a bi g flat end. He !mew i t worked eas il y. He could 
not shoud - he could scarcely move. But he was determined t o take 
one chance - a chance which would probabl y fai l, but which might 
suceed . In any case there vas no time for hesitat i on. 

He pulls t he trigger. Crack! 
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The bullet s t ruck the woodwork of the door an inch beyond. 
He had fai led! 

But now he coul d hear Nelson Lee on the landing, striding 
quickly towards the door . 

At the most N i:,per has two seconds . Crack! 
A sharp "ping" and the key was in a different position. He 

saw the handle turn and poor old Nippe r' s heart sank int o hi s mouth. 
But the door didn 't budge! llippe r' s bullet had struck the key and 
had cause d i t to give a aharp turn , shooting the bolt home. Thus he 
had l ocked the door, making i t imposs ib le for Nelson Lee to enter . 
The bomb is dismantled and made harmless , and now there i s 1i ttle 
more to tell about these recarkable and thrilling yarns . 

With the aid of Sexton Blake and Tinke r plus Pedro , they 
succeed in tracking down the assassins . 

Yes, even Sexton Blake comes into the pi cture a t this juncture ! 
And after a scene which is very reminiscent of the famous Sid­

ney Street siege they capture the two Mordaniana . And i t is the end. 
The end of a great s tory. A story that did not boast of greet ex­
pl oit s amid tropical splendour and sunny climes . 

Rathe r di d it detract one by its picture of ugl y valleys and 
dark mountains. Of desolation and uncivilised r9Bi ons . But it was 
worth it. 

And do you know how much it cos t to buY the se ri es when t hey 
were published? I ' ll t ell you. Tenpence halfpenny!! 
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I J r'l (() J i-ror·) j ()f) r') f f t_.J -'-' JJ [ J 
Coppiled by Herbert Leckenby 

I am sure all concerned will take in good part this amusing 
ban ter from the pen of a staunch Hamiltonian who is a member of 

the yoUll6(!r generat ion . 

CREIFRURS ll5T BE l!ODElUilZED BY Anthony Baker 

i!as it ever occurred to you that Creyfriars has dropped behind 

the times? Great institution thouch it is , with high lllOral standing , 
and , to sey t he lesst, resourceful scholars , it will have to undergo 

some radical changes if it is to keep amongst England' s leading Public 

School s . With fees which , no doubt, ere now between £300 and £400 a 

year , ,;hat has it to offer to parents seeking a school for their sons? 

What attractions can the School authorities set forth in the prospec ­
tus? Picturesque buil~ ... beautiful setting •.• highest tone ... 
sound classical educat ion (if that is an attraction) . 

But v!iat else? It has not even a Bouse system ; surely , in 
these days, it oust be unique as such, The school should be divided 

into fiv e or six houses of f ifty or sixty boys , with a House H.lster 

over each, who cnn watch over a boy' s progress throughout his whole 
School care er . Then they mi;!llt be able to do somethi.'lg with the 
Skinners, Snoops end Stot t s . There are enough School Prefects for 

one to be Captain of each House, though Dr. Locke would be well ad­
vised to keep Loder, Walker and Carne 1'rom such positions ; end the 
appointme nts of House Prefects should greatl y facilitate the running 

of the School . llhoewr heard of s School of 300 vi th only six or 
seve n Prefects . Excellent training for the boys, too, to hold such 

positions of n,sponsibili ty . Potter end Greene and their colleagues -

t hough hardly Coker - would, we imagine, make excellent House Prefects , 
Think of the spirit of ints r--house competition tha t could be 

fostered, snd of the spirit of unity that would grow up within the 

Houses . Mr. Frank Richards would be abl e to give us grand descrip­
tions of, for example, intel'-llouse Junior Football Competitions . 
First round ... seccnd round ... semi- final ••• snd the Final , bet,,een the 

two crack Hounes, maybe with Harry Wharton captaining one team, and 
Mark Linley or Tom Bro,m the other . 
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And if t he re were oore than two Houses , as there cert ain l y shoul d 
be , then one would not have all th e sli ghtl y irri ta ting inte r-h ouse 
squabb le s that one finds when the School is just divid ed into two, as 
at th ose other Southern institutions , St . James •s Coll ege and Rookwood 
School. How mucll oo re satisfactory for a boy to belong to a House 
for hi s whole Schoo l caree r, instead of attaching al l hi s interest to 
his own fo:nn, where the ii.mi ted age- range and annual "move-up11 so limit 
act ivities . Gr eyfriars should re alise that foms now exist f or work 
purposes only , and all games and other School activi tie s are now car­
ri ed on thro ugh Houses . 

But of course, the foms thems elv es are desperately antiquated . 
By the time a boy reache s a Fourth Form, he shoul d be a ll owed a con­
si derable aC10unt of specialization in subjects. But not so Harry 
Wharton ll: Co., who are condemned to a stii"f His t ory-<:um-Latin train ­
ing for th e r est of th eir schoo lday s, r egerdless of wheth er t hey want 
to be doctors, engineers, mathematicians, Jir.aicists, or anything else . 
Admittedly , Larry Lasce lle s and M. Charpentier do their bes t to t eacil 
some ~.ath ematics and French t o the whole School - but these ar e only 
regard ed as minor subject s . 

The answer is to subdivide the forms." Shell , Upper Fourt h an~ 
Remove have alway s seemed an odd concoction of f orms. Does one spend 
a year in Remove, then a year in Upper Fourth . then a y ear in Shell 
befo re r eaching the Fi f th? lf so , Harry \lharton & Co., a t 15 in Re­
oove would be 19 when th ey reached even th eir first year in the Sixth! 

These three fonns should be renamed Class ical Fourth, Modem 
Fourth and Science Fourth . The Famous Fi ve might, of cours e, find 
themselves in dif ferent forms: I would say that Inky has a scient ifi c 
brain; Nugent and Bull would pr obably specialize in English, Hi st ory 
end French L'l Modem Fourt h, while ilharton and Cherry would be happi ­
est in Classical Fourth. Their be ing in different forms 1'0uld not 
hinder their unit ed activit ie s , for no doubt they would arrange to be 
placed in th e same House. Fifth and Sixt h fo l"IDS need simi l ar divis­
ion. Even Coker , exe cra ble at English and Clas si cs , might find a 
happy haven in Chemistry or Bi ology! 

The Master s Common Room needs r adically re organi zing at the sa,ne 
time. It must be enlarged as a start . Far more specialized men are 
neede d the se day s . Mossoo , r egreta bly, would have to go , or, a t 
l eas t, a more abl e co l league found . Frenchmen are r are ly empl oyed 
these days, least of all ,'renchmen -who cann ot keep order. \that is 
needed i s a man lrith a Modern Languages degree who could teach French , 
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German and Spanish , 
llr , Quelch mi8bt become Senior Class ics !'.aster , and tala! over 

the Sixth Fo:nn Classical teaching from the l!eadmster - for Head­
masters have litt l e time fo r teaching these days , Prout could con­
ceivably take over the Ei,glish oide , but a new Histo ry liaSter and a 
vast Science staff would have to be i<:,ported , It is it.credible that 
Dr, Locke has for so long had no Science Master on the Staff . 

A Science bloc k of bui lding s is essen t ia l - the first new b11ild­
in88, vo would imagine , f or some time. Physics , Chemistry and Biol ­
ogy Laboratories wuld be there in profusion - and , however much 
H.S .Q, might dislike their erection , digging for the foundations lllight 
r eveal some interesting archaeological find s fo r ment i on in the 
"History of Greyfriars " . The nev builfiln88 could be fitted on to 
the \lest sid e of the School , and would look \)Ut over Elc Vall< and 
Littl e Sid e. Probably the new Buildings would have a pseudo-Gothi c 
exterio r t o bl ond ,'i th the ancient monastical buildings . Perhaps 
the old School , which ve always i.magine to be fair ly prosperous , could 
stand the cost quite happily , or ciaybe Sir Hilton Popper and Col, 
Wharton would have t o l aunch an appeal fund - all too common nowadays . 

I have just realis ed the re has never been any mention of a Chapel: 
it is inconceivable tha t the School should be without one, however, 
and ,.., vill assuce on its presence , But thero are pl enty of other 
missing amenities : a CIOdern gycnaoium for P.T. and Fencing : undoubt­
edly essential , and surely it would have been mentioned if there had 
bee.'l one. A carpentry shop, too , for woodwork, and a general and 
considerab l e development of art and music to cate r for boys • interes ts , 
At tho moment, music and musicians are regarded as sligh tl y subnormal: 
which is not surprising when only Hoskins makes use of th e musi c rooo . 

One hears of a Dramatic Society, a.'ld, I believe , on occasions , 
of a Debating Society , but there is plenty of ro om for new School 
Socie ties , ranein8 from Historical and Class ic al - Linley would be 
in hi s element here - to Philatelic and Natural History : as Scouts 
Harry \lhartoo & Co., should appreciate the latter . 

Even the games must not go unchanged, SGccer and cricket are, 
r ~t l y , the stap le diet , but the Spring Term could be usefully de­
voted to Hockey, increasingly popular novadays , and to C10re athletics , 
\Iha t thrilling scenes there would be on Sports Dey, as iiarry Wharton 
and th e Bounder are neck and neck in th e f in al of the Mile - the 
Bounder vishing , as his breath grows short , that he l\8d cut down on 
cigarettes , 



•st . Jim ' s Portraits. • Winners Bill Wil.liamson first , followed by 
J . Breeze Bentley and Ernest Whitehead . 

Next Meeting August 11th. Jack \food ' s turn with "There Were 
Other Schools. n 

H. L&JKHIBY. 
Northern Section Correspondent . -MIDLAND SWJ!IOII MEETING. JUNE 28th. 

Three apo logies for absence were received for this meeting and 
included one from Jack Ingram. We were extremely sorry to hear 
that he had just lost a brother , and members expressed their sympathy 
to Jack on his bereavement. The writer was also asked to write him 
on their behalf. By a meMDCholy coincidence several members heard 
for the first time of the death of Mrs. Herbert Leckenby . Here again 
the writer was asked to write and expressed t he Club • s sympathy and 
good wishes. 

The remaining formal business was of a more cheerful character; 
although even so it waa rather a blow to have to decide not to have 
a meeting in July. A welcane suggestion by Tom Porter was that 
Harry Broster be appointed Quizmaster . A most happy and interesting 
idea . 

We then coomienced with t he principal item for the evening which 
was a talk by Tom Porter on "Nelson Lee" . In the cour.,e of an in­
t eres ting and well deliver ed talk, Tom outlined the history and char­
ac teri stics of this prominen t character in Juvenilia . 

Launched in 1915, Lee was an immediate success and was very pop­
ular for aome ten years. E. s. Brooks wrote with tremendous gusto 
and entlmsiu.sm , even if not always perfect gramnatically. If the 
plot s were extravagant they were nevertheless full of intriguing 
incident . Perhaps rath er far fetched , but what did the youthful 
readers care? 

Tom read various passages at random to i ll ustrate; and fUrther ­
mcre made a very interesting point that Brocks was much better than 
Frank Richards at describing a football match, whilst Frank Richards 
excelled at describing Cricket ones. Compare Brooke ' s exce ll en t 
fictional descriptions with the slap dash r epo rt s in the local papers 
on a Saturday nieht. 

After refreshments various points were di scussed , and in addition 



lio1'1118ll Gregory referred to numerous most interesting suggestions 
for future debate s which bad been sent in by Harry Broster . 

EDllARD DAVEY. 

MIBSEYSIDE SW!'ION 1 8th JULY 1 1956. 

An exceptionally large number was present at this meeting, and , 
on this sccomt al one, apart from the other attractions , the .. success­
fulness" of the occasion was assured. 

The chairman in his opening remarks welcomed a most popular 
vi sito r , Her bert Leckenby, he was sure he was speaking on behalf of 
all present in saying there is nobody we l ike to see more, aod be 
hoped such visits can be repeated regularly. Next came a most in ­
teres t ing quiz , submitted by Don; this was won by J im lialsh, the 
runners-up being Jack )'.organ and Pet er liebster. The winner vas pre s­
ented vi th a book pri ze by Herbert , 

After refreshments came the much avai ted talk by our guest on 
th e history of the "C.D. •; this was enthralling , and the reminis­
cences rec ounted by the speaker were most intere sting and amusing. 
Sir F. Bowman passed a vote of thanks, which was heartily endorsed by 
all . 

Then followed a general discussion on the "C.D." a subject which 
bad everybody wading in ,i.th suegestions (and cri ti ciSl!lS) and it was 
onl y the march of time llhich prevented the meeting go~on indefinitely . 

Yes , an excell ent and enj oyable evening, one to be long remem­
l:ered . Here' s to the ne,xt t ime! Next Meeting August 12th, 7 p.m. 

IBANK CASE. --! KI!ID NOTE IBO!! l1WlK RICi!ARIB 
July 16th, 1956. 

Rose Lavn, Kingsgate , Kent. 
Dear Herbert Leckenby, 

l ,.,,. very sorry W eed to see the sad news in the C.D. and l ike 
your IIIBilY other friends, f eel the sincerest sympathy. What you say 
in your edito rial i s very wise. In my own e:xporience,-mu ch longer 
t han yours, ,ey dear boy,- 1 have always found concentration on work 
the grea t est hel p in time of treuble. In the C. D., and its ever-grow 
ing fri endly circ l e I you have a resource ( which l am sure you ~11 l ook 

_ concl1tded on page 22 
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