
l""'H'I'"'""" .......... - ..... - .. .,.,.,.,,.,._ ,.,,,,_..., .. ,..,,.._,..., _ __ ....... _____ , __ ,..,, __ ... , .... ...,_,..,,, ,, .,, .. , ........ 

I I 
I THE COLLECTORS' DIGEST I 
; ! I VOLLJM.E 11 NUMBER 118 Pric e 1a . 6d . I 
I I 

i ~ ! -·--·- .... .,_.,. ______ .. _, __ , f 
I I 

I OCTOBER 1956 I : ......... ._ ....... _,, _______ ........ ~... i 
i i 
!
. I 

! I 
i ! 
! i 

I I 
i ! 
I I 
f f 
I I 
I I 

I ! 
i i 
i ! 

I I . _ ......... ___ ,., .. ___ .. ____ . ,_ ...,_.,., .. ____ ..,_ ... .,..._ .......... , ............. _.._ .. ,. ... , .... ,_ .... , ................... ...i 



WORLD FAMOUS BILL MARTIN FOR OLD BOYS I BOOKS 

93 HILI.SIDE LONDON 11.W, 10 
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£1 1 Od 1 20 eoin , • ___ s_. _ _ ..:_ _______ _ . --- ·· 1905 , 1s t Series . 50/-
20 Comics: Puck, Comic Lif e , 1--- -
Sna a· Comic Pre 1910 30/ - Women Adventuress es , lllustrctcd --~~----'--- I Bound Volune. Male Impers oll!ltion, 
"School.€irl s ' OW" Bound Vol ume The Female Sol dier, e tc . 
1930, Numbers 491 - 516 52/ - , 288 poges 50/-
. l()Botmd Volumes of The Soturdey - ·-- 26~i vo -ld, Boys' Friends 

Book - ull diff erent - 10/6 eac_h_:_ . ~ 1902 _ 40/ - ------ - - - ·· 
Parc el of J.nt ique Bo<4les, Butt ons Victorian Scrap Album, 
ond Medal s , ove r 200 £5 Full of SCMps and Card s . 21/-

Collec tors I t ams O.B. Books, - - 1,1 00 Ci&a,rett e Cards Pre 1917 . 
Numbers l, 2 , 3 , 4 , 2/ 6 t he lot. 10/ - per 100 __ _ 

20 Nelson Lees Old Seri es (. All Holidoy Annual s 1921-1 941 
_1918-1925 30/ - . .. : in s t ock, 

Fil e of Film St il ls , some i --'-I- -pay--3f-6d'-.-e-a -cl_1_f_o_r·-~-- o-t _s _ _ 
fectur ~ Sexton Blake . 30/ - . 000 _ 1200 

Kenneth Bo,,;.d Volumc by G. ~ - - li you have any llamil t onio for 

RcY!'ol ds~ ----- ·- -- -··· sole you rill never regret the 
Wcnted: Bust of Sexton Blake, day you offer it t o me. 
Your Pric e Paid , - - -

CASH l.'ITH O~ 
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Edi t or, HERBERT Lll:KENBY, 

c/ o YORK DUPLICATING SERVICES, 
71 The Shambles , York 

FROM THE .. EDJIQfl.S_C~itd R 

IN LOllDON AGAI!l ! On September 22nd I returned from another hectic 
perfect week in London Town, my second this year and my tenth visit 
since I s tarted the C. D. 

Len Packman was unable to meet me aa of yore, so Bill Lofts acted 
in his place, There was a sli p-up ovar the first eilg88elllent; Bill 
had arranged for me to go and see Derek Adley at Harrow in the evening 
of my arrival. Owing to anoth er appointment I had made myself we had 
to go somewhat earlier, Derek , not expecting us so soon, had not got 
in so we had to r eturn . Sorry Derek. Apart from tha t everything went 
off with remarkab l e smoothness, All appointments were kept dead on 
ti.me, even when t here were three or four in one day in widespread 
districts. Once again I had the pleasure of visiting all my homes 
from home; Len Packman' s, Bill Lofts', Jim Swan's, Bob ilhit er 1s, John 
Shaw I s t Eric Fayne I s and Bob Blythe's new one at Neasden ,, Needless to 
sey I was happy at each and every one . 

Then on the Sundey t here was once again the journey to Brighton 
for the meeting . Ben Whiter will be telling you all about that but I 
must say t hat it was th e best yet with an exce llent a tt endance and I 
should never forgive myself if I did not personally express my fervent 
appreciation for the wonderful hospitality of Gladys and Bill Jardin e . 
I know Bil l won't mind me putting his good l ady first in view of th e 
~normous amount of baking she had done. She must have thought s he 
was catering f or a l ot of :amters. 

And here• s an example of how the stars see m to work in our 
favour , One evening before I l eft Yor!c Stanley Smith was at my home 
and as he was also visiting London on tho Tuesdey we arranae<l that 
he moot Len and myself in Leicester Square Gardens at 4-30. Ear li er 
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that a,iy Len and I had lwich with Marcus J ohnso n (anoth er •must' f or 
me whil st in tmm) and when we l eft him we had n stroll then made fo r 
Leicester Squnre . Dead on time Stanl ey was seen approaching. Unknown 
to Stan I had arranged for us to go on after le aving Len to F.dgware 
Road to meet Bil l Lofts and then for the three of us to go out to 
Frank Lay' s home at Harrow. As real good l uck would have it, Stanley 
had f ixed up ac cOIIIJlodation f or the ni(lht wi thin eru,y dis tan ce , · 
whereru, he might have done so right a t the other side of London. Yes, 
it• s r eal l y ru,tonishing how kind th e fates ar e at such t imes and 
needless to say a good t ime was had by al l browsing over Frank' a fin e 
col l ect i on. 

Then there were those other regular appo into ents to look forward 
to: Eri c Lendy and J:imi,y Stewart lhmt er a t Live rpoo l Stre e t, George 
Mell a t Waterloo and Charl es Vennimore on th e Embankment by 
Cleopatra ' s Needle . 

A great t hrill came near the fin ish be for e l eaving f or home. 
I had written to Mr. Howard Boker, edi tor of t he S .B.L., asking if he 
would see me fo r a f ew minute s . No news came witil th e Thursday 
evening. The re nson was that Mr. Be.ker had been away. The moment he 
saw 11\Y lett er he att empt ed t o ge t in t ouch with me to cordially agree . 
He succe eded af ter more than one att ec,pt to get in touch wit h Len 
Packnan . Len was unnware where I was to be that evening but he made 
despe r at e efforts to find me. Then it s o hap pened that Bill Lofts 
rang him and was ebl e to se t Len's :nir.d at res t by telling him t oot 
at t hat moment I was on my wey t o his home to meet another Baker -
Anth ony . So tl l wru, hap pily fixed up fo r me to be at Fl ee tway House 
next morning. My amazing lu ck~! 

My famili,sr instrument, t he 'ph one , he lped me to ge t in t ouch 
id th oth ero I coul d not got al ong to see , incl uding Frank Pe ttingell 
ond Bill Nartin. Bill is great l y handicapped t hese da.)-s through 
shortage of staff in his main business , but he gave me a cordial 
ir.vitation to go out and see hill next time . 

And so the hours rushed away ;,nee ~ . I em fascinnted by . 
th & cont rnsts of th e Gr ea t City - Whitehllll and th e Wat erlo o Road; 
Shaf t es bury Avenue and Surbi to n, Pi cca dilly and Paddington ; th e 
sc<irl e t buses and th e roar of th e trains in th e UndergroWld. For 
t hey ar e all lillked up with a sect io n of the Brotherhood of Happy 
Hours. God willing, I'll be there again soon . 

********* 
------ - --- --- - -- ------- - -- -- -- ---- ---
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CHAIIGE OF J.DDRE3S: Pl ease note all of you who owe so much t o the 
industrious secretary of th e London O.B.B.C. , Ben Whiter: From 
October 5t h his addres s is 36 NEWCOURT HOUSE, HORWOOD ESTATE, BETHNAL 
GRml , LONDON, E. 2. 

•* ***** ** 
THE ANNUAL: Sinc e my last refere nce to our bi g event, t here ' s come 
t o hand G<aoff. Hockley •s "The Man Who Lived Adventure" writt en in 
that breezy st yle now so popular ; Roger Jenkins ' ''Magnet s of tho 
Roaring 1'1'vonties 11, you know what you can expect from him; Gerry 
Allison's "Cousin Eth el and G<aorge Figgins", i t will appeal not only 
to G<amit es ; and Bill Hubbnrd and Bernard Thoma's big offe ring fo r 
Lee fans "Sports Mad at St. Franks." Your appetit es ar e being whetted 
aren ' t th ey1 

· \lell, time is speeding on. I shall soon have to get do,m to 
addressing th e envelopes . Have you yet given me th e word t o addr ess 
yours? If not , do so without delay and reli eve me of anxi et ies near 
th e fini sh. 

** *** **** 
THAT JUBILEE:: May I remind you that next month St . Jim ' s must be well 
in th e picture. I could st ill do with a few more of your rec olle ctio ns 
of its wonderful history. Do send them along as soon as possi bl o . 

R ATHER 

Yours s inc erely , 

HERBERT W:KENBY 

SPECIA L 
for Blnkc fans. A real museum piec e , qui te unique . Original 
U.J, cover-pain t ing (No. 1236) of Sexton Blake by E. R. Parker 
This is th e only Pnrkor portrait of SB now surviving . Certificate 
of genuineness signed by UT editor. Size 9" x 9", mounted 16" x 
12". Best offer over 0. 0 10s, secures . Also off ers for Sexton 
Blake Bust. 

Write c/ o Editor, C,D, 

*****•*** 
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OB I~'UARY 

For the second month in success i on it is my melancholy task to 
report the passing of two more members of our circl e, King Death bas 
indeed struck hard of l ate . His call on Percy North c,,me just as we 
went t o press l as t month and a few doys be f ore I l eft for London I 
heard , t o my grief, of the death of George Grainger of Redruth , 
Cornwall. · 

(;eorge was one of the few remaining of my gene r atio n. Although 
we never met, I l ooked upon him as a real friend for we had corres­
ponded for about 30 years , and at one time did quite a lo t of 
excilWlging. 

J..t the moment I know not~ of th e circumstances of his death 
for I heard the news from a firm of auc t ioneers who are disposing of 
hi~ effects . He had a hugo coll ection of Victorian and ear ly 20th 
century papers . It rr.ay be that I mey be ab l e to tell you what is t o 
be done with them a littl e lat er, 

J..s for Percy North - ,hen I rocei ved the news of his death from 
Ben White r, I wos, by a sad coincidence, jus t starting t o chec k tho 
proofs of his article for the Annual . I hed to put it down for I had 
not the heart t o l ook at it. I have done it since with misty eyes , 
I could not help thinking of the deys he must have spe.'lt over it and 
the map which cccompanies it . 

Since, I have also seen the exercise books pecked with notes from 
various s t ories in his neat band.writing. They emazod me. There must 
be scene magic in this hobby of ours to make a mru1 go to such a vast 
ru,ount of trouble . 

IIER.BIBT IECKENBY 

1'.nd now here 's a few sincere words from one who had met him. 

PERCY NORTH: A TRIBUTE by w.o .G. Lofts 

When I said good-bye to Percy a few weeks ago after spending a 
most enjoyab l e day, little did I dream that I had met him for the 
first and l ast time. I had corresponded with him for a considerabl e 
pe riod and had always been impressed by his vas t knowledge of Hamil ton 
lore. 

I had passed through Basingstoke on several occasions on my way 
to th e south coast and had wi shed I could break my j ourney but t ime 
prevented it. Hollever, came this occasion when I =aged it, lllld how 
gl ad I am now that I did , Porcy, kindly soul , geve me a rool hea:rty 
welcome , He_ proudly . introduced me . t o . hi s _oollection . all _ nootly _l llid _ 
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out for my special ben efi t on tres sl c tables. It was pl ain to see 
that he was a very sick Illllil but he t ol d me thnt t o talk about his 
beloved hobby helped a lot to r eliev e th a pein , 

He also said he was lo oking forward to meeting our edi t or when 
he t rav ell ed sou th again in September. As soon as I got hoc e I wrote 
to Herbert saying a vi si t to Basingstoke s imply had to be a •must I on 
his programne to whi ch he cordially a.greed . Alas ! When the ti.me came 
for him t o make th e journey , Percy North - one of t he most genuine, · 
kindlie s t ,iembers of our circle - llB resting in his grave . May the 
soil l ay lightly the re . 

111 NI 1111:1111111111 II•. I I I 111! I II I I II lit I I II I ii I 1111*******'*** * **** *-********~*~**'* 

SALE: 
-- "CmAlN" 1900-01. Vol, 4. "TIGER Tlli ' S ANNUAL, 1922" 

"CHAMPION" ANllS. 19381 1940 PICTURE SHOW Al'lNUAL1 1940 
HOBBY ANl:UAL 1 1930 

5/-EACH, PLUS POSTAGE, OR 30/- THE wr . POST n!EE 

BOOKS BY GiXlRGE E. ROCHESTER 
"AD~~T - G~ 
"THE DESPOI' OF THE WORLD" 
"THE SCARLET SQUADRON" 

"THE SKY BIJIDITS" 

DUPLIC.,TE MAG!lm'S FOR SJ.LE 
LOOSE NUMBERS 1613, Jan. 14th 1939 

t o 
1683, May 18th 1940 

CONSECUTIVE ISSUES. 71 NO •s. 

2s. 6d. each 
POST n!EE 

£5 GOOD 
the l ot CONDITION 

~ 

ADIRESS: JAMES R. SWAN, 
3 FIFTH A VENUE, 

PADDINGTON, LO!IDON, W, 10 , 

~: -!,!. Marvel , No. 5; Knockout Comics, Nos. 1-8'.lO; J.!any U.J. •s 
S .B. L, •s ( lat, 2nd and ear l y 3rd series) ; Detective Weekly and all 
other papers which cont ain Sexton Blake stories (Pe n:o;y Popular et c., 
etc . ) Have you any to offer? Highest pric es paid . VICTOR COLBY, 
8 BERESFCRD /,VE!lUE, BEVERLY HILLS, N.S .W., illJSTRAILIA, 
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Conducted by JOOEP!iINE PJ..CKMAN 

271 Archdale Road, East Dulwich 1 London S.E. 22 . 

Ho.., sple ndidly you have rallied round with your "candid COimilents11 ! 
During th e past f ew weeks the postman has been very busy deliv ering 
at "No. 27" and al thou,;h each lett er has been or will shortly be 
answered individually I do want t o express ,ey gra t eful thanks and 
app reci ati on through thi s column of mine. 

I now ha.ve quit e a file of c orrespond ence on the "new Blake se t­
up" so i,hen I have the pleasur e of meeting Mr. Baker I shall certainly 
be armed with plenty of ammunition, In a ll fairn ess to th e Editor, 
however, I must sey that whil s t the majori ty of readers expres s th eir 
di sappro val ( s tro ng di sappro val) t here ar e quite a few who are in 
favour of tho new se t - up. Itl<luld require sev eral whole C . D. ' s to 
publi sh all th e lett ers I have received on the subject; in a number 
of cases , too, my correspondents have also written t o the F,cli tor 
perso nally. Thes e communications , I should add, have been repli ed to 
by Mr. Boker. Thus, th ere is only one thing t o do and that is t o 
publish one or two extr acts and two articl es, th e canbination of which 
more or l ess covers the opinions of you all.. ~ own f ee ling about it 
i s , that only time and the A.P. "re turns" will sho..,-wheth er or not 
the "rnodern" S .B.L. 1s are a succ ess . I thi.n.'lc thi s would be more 
ass ured if some of our f evourite authors do writ e some of th e sto ri es 
ar.d more prarinenc e is given to Tinker. Mr , Baker has alre ady 
promined both these thin8S and I have evecy confidence that, while 
c ~t eri !'lg for the masses in general, he will kee p hi s word and see 
t hD.t his "old f a.ithfUl. 8", who number more t han he probably realises, 
are ca t ered for. Finally, if Mr. Baker f ee ls he would lik e to sey a 
f ew words on th e subj ect t hrough th o medi um of Blakiana (and perhaps 
t hereby ease th e we ight of his pest-bag) , I shall be very ple ased to 

hear from him. JOOIE PACKMAN. 

******** 
EXTRACTS FROM LE'ITERS 

"··:· · I have been so di sgus ted with ~en t _ 'Blakes' _that I 
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feel that my contribution would make so little difference tc the 
gene ral opinio n which I om sure must prevail among th e readers of the 
C. D. - the opinion th,it th e S .B.L. ' s being published now aren ' t worthy 
of the Mme, ••• • • I run gled thnt some of the old authors are coming 
back , but why th e devil do they have t o put in t he picture of model s? 
Oh, f or a Blake s tory as th ey used to be. I agree th nt Bl oke lu,.s to 
move with the tim es , but crime hllsn • t real l y chl!nged all t hat much 
that they have to alter it so that it roads like a film script . I 
have bought this month's books but I just cannot re a<! them , I ' ve 
tried . Thank Heaven we can always fall back on the old stories ," 

-
JAMID 1/, COOK, 

Watford , 

" ..... ! was very dis appointed at the absence of Tinker, and th e 
promi..'lence given t o Paula Dane, and I imagine , in ccmnon with tho 
majo rity of olderreaders who have followed s. Blake for a number of 
years, the chnngos are not for the better. In actual fact of course, 
this is probably caused by nostalgia and an atte mpt to recap1;\;re our 
younger days , so we mcy be a littl e prejudiced abou t all this. In 
fairness t o Fleet11ay House, I suppose we must remember thst they are 
in business, and thst the S. B.L. must show a profi t . So if it is 
necessary that these changes must take place, then so be i t. It is 
better for half a l oaf than no broad at al l. I am very gl;.id, thoush , 
that Tinker ' s abse nce is only temporary , and I will be very glad to 
see some of th e older characters back, even if in modern farm ." 

111.LTER FLEi·IING, 
Chingford , 

" . .... What f.lr, Baker said about Blake remaining behind the times 
since the 'twentie s was very true , and he had no e.ltornntiv e but to 
meke drastic changes in order to attra ct more recders , the covers in 
par t icular sorely needed the modern touch . Afterall , it is the modem 
r eader who supp lie s tho life-blood which stimulates th e circulation of 
eny periodical, so , naturally, in order thl'lt Bl ake should be kept 
alive a transfusion was necessary to jolt him out of the stupo r into 
which he had sunk . Some object to Paula Dane, but what on earth for? 
To me, she seems to be an attractive ei,r l attractively characterised , 
and possessing a genuine a ffe ctio n for Blake ., ••• nor do I object to 
Tinker having a girl friend, if by doing so he is brought back into 
the l imelight, and Marion Lang seems to fill the bill very well . • • .. • 
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th en it vould only need a cane-back by !'.rs. Bard ell t o make an id eal 
littl e gathering, for Miss Pringl e vho ha3 displaced her is , I think, 
a quit e unnecessary addition. I om also pl eased that Coutts ha3 been 
r etained - the other Yard characters do not matter so much." 

WALTER WEBB, 
Birmin8hsm. 

11 •• • •• We must all face up t o the fact that the "Old Order Changet h", 
yielding to the nev • •••• th e Edi tor has the best int erests of Blake at 
he,:,rt •••• . I have nothing but pr aise for the formst and production in 
gene ral of the nev-style Blake lib raries •• • •• whilst t he additi on of an 
attr active female assistant i s definit el y an advantage; t o over l oad 
tho cenage with ~ members of th e op!X)si te sex seems to be over­
doing things a littl e ••••• Ho1'ever, if Blake is to survive , he oust 
adap t himself , and Mr. Hovard Baker seems to be a person of initiativ e 
••• •• My ovn verdict is that whilst I cannot approv e whol ly of the 
r enovations e.nd alter ations , the proof of the pudding must alvay s li e 
in the eating thereof , and Mr. Bokor ha s my bes t wishes." 

W. GOODl!EiJJ, 
Derby. 

"·· · .. I di s lik e this present preocc upati on with Sex matt ers 
int ens ely. In rr:y opinion it i s not modern. I think that if they are 
hones t, everybody will admit to a period vhen they thcmsel ves wore 
curi ous about such things, but th e interest soon died in normal people. 
I can.'l.ot mclce up my mind wheth er th e authors are so preoc cupi ed and 
are sa tisfying th e ir intereat by 11ri tine th e present s lus h and foi s tin g 
it on to Wlvilling readers - or whether th ey ar c 'writing down' to what 
they imagin ~ modern r eaders want. , , • • 11 

*"****** 

MARGARET A. COOKE, 
Manchester, 20. 

BL.;KE I S DEAD! LONG LIVE BLIIKE ! 

by F. Vernon Lay. 

Tho present controversy over the Sexton Bloke Libr ary is only the 
return of th e spot light to an earlier grouse of we so-called "old ­
timcrs". We havo been groU.9ing over since t he start of the 3rd se ri es 
and some from the ce ssa t ion of t he Union Jack, Things have steadily 
worsened - the metamorphos is of Tinker into "Nr. Cart er", the gradual 
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dfaappoeronce of Pedro, Mrs. :am-dell and tho many famous and infamous 
protagonists, until at last wu have Blake Invcstign tions with its 
concomitant glamorous secretary. I suppose , in the best Chandler cum 
Hadley Ch,se cu."' Pet e r Cheney style wo shall next re nd of Blake opening 
his desk or filing cabinet for a good swig from tho evJr-pr csen t 
bottle of bourbon (no self - respecting shamu.s uses v. glons theoe day s) 
or arriving back et his Berkeley Square penthouse full of liquor aft er 
bein€ beaten up by the ' hoodlums ' and pouring n bottle of eau de 
cologne over himself in the best 'Sl:i."1 Callaghan' sty l e . 

After each lo ss we used to cry "Bloke is Dend. Long Live Blake" 
end continue to pay our 6d., 7d . , 8d., 9d. and lOd . , to help keep 
whnt little was l eft of the old tradition alive, and even no,r a few of 
us will continue to do so even if the only link with the.t tradition 
is the ncme Sexton Blr.ke Library on the cover . The next l ogical step 
will be the dropping of Bloke al together and the ren=ing of th e 
Library. It's happened before . Remember th e Detective 'ieekly . 

We are not cocpl eining of the s tories. As alweys, they ver., -
some good, some indiffer ent and sane just terrible, but ue •vo always 
been prepared t o put up with the bad for th e sake of the good enc: 
would cheerfully do the same now. illlllt needles us is that th e re is no 
Blake l eft . Each and every ynm could be about a different detective 
without any detriJ!lent to the st ory . • 

. We want Blske as ho was at the height of hi s powers , and if this 
means 'forcing ourselves to wade through a lot of outdated clich os in 
order t o provide us with doses of nostalgia' well, then t hat ' s what 
we want. 

Speaking fo r myself, I'd soone r Blske finish t han see him gra du­
ally deteriorate int o a whisky- sodden , 11Broad11- chasing imitation 
J.meri can private eye - a type that is now, unl ess I'm verJ much mis ­
taken, going out of f..ehion. It's been done to death , and unless th e 
new S .B.L. edito r 11.cnds his ways he will soon be sounding th e death 
k.1ell of Blake so far as current publications are concerned; but to 
we "old 1uns 11 it will always be a case of "Bl ake is Dead. Long Live 
Blske . " 

WHITHER SEXTON BLAKE - AND WHY 
by H.W. Twyman 

(Former Editor of Union Jack and Detective Weekly) 

Time Marches On - and the public prints must march 1tit h it or 
die by th e waysid e . 
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In t he present situation of Sexton Bl ake's ext inction i.'l the 

style t o which we have become accus t omed - a near disoster t o the 'Ol d 
Pai thful I o.mong his admirers - it i s vell t o try and keep a sense of 
perspective ; to prevent one ' s nostclgia and the glomour of tho pa.at 
overriding r eoognition of a perhaps disagreeable f ac t. And, as I am 
the perso n who , during a peri od of twelve years , w:is most intimet ely 
concerned with the Blake we knew, I woul d l ike to add my s ix penn • orth 
t o the debate now going on , with par ticular reference to what may be 
termed th e t echnical or inside cngle . Also, I would like to co111nent 
on sevc r.:il. misleading statements in the 1Modem Blake' artic l e 
(~epteml>er DIGEST), by Leonard Pacl<man, quoting Mr. W. R. Baker , th e 
present custod i an and sponsor of the tran smogrif ied Blake . 

There are two ways of keeping o periodica l from lagging too far 
beh!.nd Time ' s steady s tride - t he gradual and t he sudden . Different 
coses need diff erent treatment, and in my ti.me I have used both . Each 
has its advantages and both are somewhat of o gambl e . 

The A. P. directo r in ultimat e contr ol of Sexto n Blake ' s destinies 
in 1922, when I too k ov~r the Union Jack from Welt e r Shute, was Mr. 
W.H. Back. His initials, by o somewhat ir onic coincidence, are the 
some as those of l'.r . Baker ; fo r Williom H. fuck «as a believer in 
greduclism and Mr. Baker l ikes his evolution revved up . 

11Don I t do anything dro.stic 11 was hi s order ~ihen he confi ded th e 
paper to my co.re. °Keep the thing as i t is . 11 

I didn •t wilfully disregc.rd his instruct i on, bu t nev er the l ess 
it couldn ' t be done . No periodical anywhere ever has , or can, mark 
tj ;-,e on one spot i ndefinite l y. Ea.ch issu e i s l ike the next cog on a 
r evolving wheel in n clock t hat t i cks time awey. Unnotice d perhaps, 
b·1t inevitab l y , success i ve i ssues l ater rev eal t he evolution of that 
J)€riodiccl . 

It msy be an upward evoluti on to-.,o.rds the pe'1k of its progress ; 
it may be part of n gene r cl downward trend l ending to ultimate 
stopping of the cl ock . There are of course peaks lllld vall eys on th e 
wcy , but th e rule remo.ins. The his t ory of Fl ee t St ree t is sprinkled 
thi ck ui th t he proofs of this, and des pit e the modif'Jing i nfl uenc es of 
po.1.icy vari ations, editorie.l changes or other expedients , st udent s of 
s t,ch matters will find exeripl es g,,lo re . As regards this one in 
particular, coll ectors who hove UNION JACK copi e::i r unning on fro m th e 
month of February , 1922 may bo int ere sted t o tr ace th i s evolu t ion 
proceeding through the years lllld into t he m:rwrIVE \IEEKLY. 

And all the whil e Sexto n Blake as a det ective remained ahead of 
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the pack. 

Union Jack was a pe.per whose s l ogan was 'For Readers of All 
Ages' , a claim that was proved t o be amply justified when reader­
rese ar9l showed the age- range t o extend from el even- yenx--ol ds to 
octogenarians (and even one nonogennrian ) and t o reach a peak at 16 
years . Therefore in th e stories a balartce had to be struck between 
the recen t past and the day aft er tomorr ow. 

How effecti vely this was done is well shown by the volumes of 
the period - and incidentally by the fact that Plu ck and The llllrvel, 
Union Jack 's companion papers and designed for o. similar re ader ship ,1 
wont down with all hands 16 years * and 18 years r espect i vely before 
the allegedly outda t ed Blake also succumbed in 1940 . Also , be it 
noted , it took a World War to kill Sexton Blake and Tinker (in what 
had by then become t he Detective Weekly); t he mere shortage of 
enough paper to cont i nue printing t heir advent ur es . In fact , they 
died in a general massacr e. 

Does this indicate that Sexton Blake was dated (as l'.r . Baker in 
hi s October S. B. Library, and in his statemen t to Leonard Peckman, 
suggests) , or t hat from t he 1920's he had remain ed many years behind 
the times , and the s t yle of the stories l ikewi se? On the contrnr1, 
he WD..G agel ess, modem, t opical as the latest newspaper sensations , 
end even ahead of th em most of t he time • 

.Is for Tinke r - why, he grew up from being e. cheelcy young ex­
r agamuffin to become a responsib l e yout h who wor e , at appropriate 
times , a dinner jacket , as we can see on U.J. cover No, 1149. But 
now we have seen his progress and personality overwhelmed by the 
sexier l ure of The Gir l s ; he was evidently not thought to be the 
sort of nightingale to sing in Berkeley Square. But mer cifully Mr. 
Baker seems to !-.ave had afterthough t s and he is soon to be !;iven his 
ci,a to come on stage again - a little l ess sur e of himself , perha ps . 

Mr. Baker's current presentment of 'the gre at detec t ive ' in his 
chromium environment (an Amer icanised Bl ake with strong Raymond 
Chandl er ian undert ones) may or may not prove to be wel come to r eaders 
of t oday and t omorrow. The man fro m Baker St reet, W.l. , may even 
survive anot her forty years and be sought after by collectors now 
unborn. A l ot will depend on Mr. Baker ' s l uck in finding aut hors 
l ike Teed, Graydon and the res t , But in an age when t he term •r ea der .' 
is itself getting outdate d and t he ' vi ewer ' s ' effo r t is exhausted 

*The original ~ finished in 1916, The new series comnenced in 

1922 and ceased in~ (J . PACKl.fAN) - --·- -- ·- ---- -·-- --·- -
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ofter skimming through a picture-strip , anything can happen. 

All in all, the situation must be accepted vi th a good grace. 
Time must march on and youth must be served . Face-lif t ed Sexton Blake, 
discovered with wry di st aste by his old admirers, confronts - ew 
genera tion with his old impefturbability . All we can do is to wish 
him good lu ck and hope he pull s through. Ha always did, anyway. 

******** 
~ 

By Herbert Leckenby. 

[ver since Fle etway House was built, end that' s s lo ng tim e ago , 
I have longed to get inside. At l ast , thanks to the editor of the 
S.B .L. (as you will have l earned fran my chat) my wish has been granted. 

It was on the morning of Sept ember 21st that I passed through its 
portals , was whi sked up to the sixth floor, escorted al ong a maze of 
corridors and into the sanctum of the edito r, Mr. W. Howard Baker. 
Followe d en ""€1""Ssing chat l as ting well over an hour. There was I , 
w.ilo was reading Blake stories l ong before Mr. Baker was born; I, 
who over 30 years ago had walked along Farr ill8(lon Street, paused at 
th e entrance of Fl eetway House ar.d wished I had the nerve to enter and 
ask to see the edito r of the Union Jack to discuss my favourite 
char acte r s. Here now I was listening to th e new edito r putting his 
csse for the new regime, butting in now and again with my point of 
view. So good a case did he make out that - I ' ll make no bones abou t 
it - I bid good- bye to him convinced that t he .change pf policy was 
inevitable . So I feel sure would any of you old faithfuls had you 
been there. 

Anyway, I propose to say more abou t thi s in the Annual . Here 
I'll just add a tip. Next year about this tim e there ' ll be , if plans 
mature, a new annual - or rather the revival of an ol d one - "The 
Sexto n Blake Case Book." I had th e privilege of seeing the proposed 
design fo r tho cove r end it l ooked j olly good. 

SU LL I,NOT!IER DEATH:- Just as we go to press the ne11s reaches us of 
the death, on September 27th , of llr. Ernest E. Briscoe, th e artist 
whose work is known to all of us . A tribute will appear next month. 

····-- ----··-·-·- --- ----···- ---- ··- · ~---- ·--- -- -
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LEE COLUMN 
by JNJK WOOD 

"NOOTAll, • 328 Stock ton Lane, 
YORK. 

* • • • • * • • • * 
Before proceeding t o th e main content of this month's Nelson Lee 

Colmn, I think it vould be appropriate if I first said a f.,., word.a 

e.bout the death of Percy North which was briefly noted in last month •s 

C.D. 
I did not knov him personally , but I had corresponded with him 

about the pre-St. Frank's history of Nelson Lee and Nipper . The 

msgni.ficant article he produced for th e next Annual is the result. 

It deals with life at St . Kinian's, and it is illustrated by one of 

the IllOSt care fully drawn maps I have been fortunate t o see . When I 

opened the envelope frau Percy anclosing the article and map, I was 

amazed at the vast amount of detail included in the map of St. Nillian 's 

and district. Such meticulous care could only be shown by someona 

vi th an iJlmense l ove of ,his subjec t and an infini t a capacity f or 

taking pe..ins. In his carefully typed arti cle and in his beautifully 

drawn map, Percy sho wed both those qualities to perfecti on , and his 

death vill leave a great gap in our circle. 
Secondly , I would like to apol ogise to corrospondants fo r a del ay 

in replying to their letters. I have been swamped with work since 

returning frau holiday, and am on!y just beginning to see daylight . 

I will, however , rep l y as soon as possible , and in the meantillle I 

crave the indulgence of those who must be wondering if Dorrie has 

&pirited me away into out er space in Sir Hobart Manners' s latest 

invention . 
Thirdly , to our main content, vhi ch is an interest~ and 

unusual IIIEIIIOry t est from James Cook. Answers next month, but bow 

near C8ll you get to the full and complete identifica ti on of the 

various quotations? 

1 • The Head rose to his f ee t . "I will go to the gymnasium" he 

- - - --·-·· ------- -- -
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exclaimed grimly . "And you wil l COI!le with me, Pitt. If I find you 
~.s ·,e been t e lling me a cock-and-bull st ory I shall fl og you wi th the 
utu1vst severity . Will you please come with us, Mr. Lee?tt 

2. "I - I didn't touch him, s ir" interrupted Donnell truthfully, 
11There 111 be t errific troub l e ove r this, sir . When Dr. Stafford 
learns that Yorke is dead - " 

3. 11When I went out at eight o 'cl ock to go over the College House" 
said Starke, "I didn • t get any further than th e centre of the Triangle . 
J\bout six fonns sprang upon me there, bowled me over and pulled a 
sack over my head - after gagging me. And those six fonns bel onged 
to Nipper and his se t." 

4. "Dear f e llow, to tell the truth, I 'm rather puzzled about him," 
said Tragellis-W es t . "He seems a fri ghtful duff er, but he isn 't ! 
Begad! I've got a kind of idea that D'Albart wil l surprise everybody 
before l ong." 

5. "Joly dear kids , I intend to hav e this study for myself, and I 
d-::m 't care what it costs melf declared the Hon. Dougl as. 11It 's not my 
way to haggl e over a quid or two; it's not wort h the bally bore. 
I ' m willing to make it £:7 10. O. if you give up all rights t o this 
rooJJ.! 11 

6 , "Sens e!" echoed Mr. Crowell , r ising to his feet and striding up 
ud down tho s tudy . "Good heavens! Can I make sense of them ! I will 
te ll you the truth, Nipper, at once , Within twenty - four hours from 
now - that is to say at nightfall tomorr ow - a messenge r will a.ITive 
on e arth from 1·iars !11 

7. 11!-I don't tm.dersta.nd !11 he said , "you-you are English ! . . I can 
sec i t ! What does it mean? What are you doing hero - in thi s place, 
thousands of miles from civili sa tion? I- I must be dreaming!" 

"I think you are Colone l Kerrignn ?11 sai d Nelson Lee quietly. 

8 . "I warn. you there is a conspiracy in the school to close your 
cine li'.a. '' 

9. 11There you are, Mr. Trenton" said Nels on Lee smoothly . "This is 
jus t a little test for you. If I have placed two drops of mouth-wash 
into thi s water , it cannot harm you, as you will admit. Drink - you 
ought to have no fear. " 

10. "You're mad!" shouted Handf orth . "Poor old Nipper's gone off his 
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rock.or -" 
"That's what I thought!" I yelled. "But it's true - I ' ll swes.r 

to it ! I couldn ' t sec vi sions like that. That's an aeroplan e-- " 

"Hush, 1Q..Y boy, hush ~" exc l aimed tlolson Lee gent l y. 0 Your 

imagination has got the better of you. No aeroplane could possibly 

be flying in thes e regions - such a thing i s absolutely out of th e 

question ---" 

11, Archi e swayed dizzily t o and fro. Through a blue ld.nd of haze 

ho could see Alf. Alf Huggins was bending ovor the fire-place, 

holding up a bloater on th e end of a pi oco of stick . Tho bloater 

was Sitoking , end lar ge blobo of liquid fo ~ were oozing down, and 
dropping from the smoking fi sh . 

12 . "I soy , old lllllll , what' s the troubl e?" inquired Percy Bray from 

the next bed. 
"I'm handcuffed to the t op rail!" shouted Buster . 
"You're what?" 
11Ce.n1t you see, you idiot?• snopped J .B.B. "Look at this! ..• 11 

l}. "The circle must be complete" said De Valerie sol<IDllly. "If our 

bands do not touch , there can be no results . And do not spook . Si t 

still , and concentrate . Think of Beal , Our objec t is t o obtain SO'..!O 

s ign from the spirit of the moon god . If -...e persevere ho will answer , " 

14 , 1",r, Smith lo s t his good humour. "Cut that out, you young mut t!" 

he shouted - "Say , what do you think I am? - a dumb bell? You 1va got 

no chance , my lad; as soon as I send my men forward they' 11 smash 

through, and there ' ll be an end to this dumed business," 

15, "Smit hson , your neck is dirty" said & . Creepo . 
"Yes , sir . " falt ered Smithson, with a catch in hi s voice . 
"Your fa ce i s ugly , and your fi gure is dist orted" went on Mr, 

Cree;,e pleasantly . "In f act , Suuthson, you ar e a most ropulsive boy 

in every way. Don• t you think you should havs been smothered years 

ago , Smiths on?" 
"Yes , s ir, 11 said Smithson feebly. 
Hr. Creepe smiled , "You see , Watson?" he asked. "That is what 

I call politeness , One of thes e days you will do th e same, 11 

16, "Tho t om-room is haunted, sir !" panted Mr. Pycraft , 

"Good heavens , haunted?" 
11It sounds absurd , but it is , neverthel ess , the trut h" went on 
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th e Form mast er , pullin g himself t oget her . 

"Recl l y , Dr . Staffo rd, t he mos t gro t esqu o thin8s hav e j ust 
hc.ppcned !'' ~ 

Score one ma.rk for seri es; two ~ ks f or corre ct st ory within 
t he se ri e s; and t wo marks f or page nUI:1ber. Fiv e marks in all - and 
no chei=tting ! 

111111 ll 11 • 111111 II N~ -ll-*** II II lt II • II II II It ••• ~ .... ..... 111111 II Ill II II II II II****'************** 

FOR SALE: C. D. ' s 93 t o 117, al so 12 odd copi es - 25/ - . SCHOOL CAP, 
setofl O copi es - 2/6d . S . P. C. Nos . 44 to 59 - 12/ -. SILVER JACKET 
Nos. l to 27 (2 vol s . ~) - 15/ - . C.D. ANN1JAJ.S 1954/ 55 - 15/ - • 
..ll in mint condi t io n . The l ot £3 5s . Od. 

DEREK THOM30N, 14 BONALY ROAD, ME.qCHJSTON, EDINBURGH, ll. 

FOR SALE OR ,:XCHANGE: 4 Holi day Armual s 1921, 1925 , 1931 , 1934; 
No. l Tom Merry ' s Own; 7 Orange Magnets end 13 of yea:r 1939 . 

Ji.CK COOK, 178 MIJ\I A ST. , BENWELL, rlZv/CJ.STLE-ON- TYNE. 

liQ:TED TO COMPLEI'E SET: th e following S . O. L. ' s llos : 9, 16 , 33 , 40 , 
58 , 157 , 251 , 264. Ca'l you hel p pl ease? 

TOY. PORTER, OLD FIELI'6, CORNGREAVE RD. , CRADLEY. HEATH, STAFFS • 

.b.!J, T"fl'ES Boys ' Pi:pers (1840- 1940) i.vc il obl e/ llnnt ed ,~ ways . fJ. so 
I1e.gr.zin es on Football , Cri cket , Boxing , Cinemo, Ste.gt:, Mot or ing , 
Mot o~c l ing, Cycl ing , Railw11¥s . S . A. E. Reauircren t s , Pl eose : 

TQl,l 11.l!BERT, 347 GERTRUDE ROAD, NORliICH. 

1;:.·:·1'Ell URCE11TLY: All is sues of "KNOCKOlJJ'"Comic for th e yeo:r 1954 . 
Odd numberS we l co me d. 

LllONfJ\D PaCKMilll, 27 tJlC!lll.~ ROiu>, Ei,ST DULWICH, LONDON SE. 22 

Y,ulTED TO OBTAIN: Complet e Se t s MWilETS and COO in first c l as s 
condit i on . In bulk , l ong run s or odd numbers . Dctoil s and pric es t o 

D. O' HEP.LIGY, 17220 CRESfW·! ST., NORTHBRIDCE, CALIF., U.S.A. 

FOR S,\LE: in mint condition . Coll ect or• s Digest s lios . 41 - l.16 , 
76 copie s . C2 t ho lot . 

HJJ\OLD OGDE:!, ll B.'lAYSIDE RO:JJ, !W'fCHESTER, 19 . 
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OL.J) _ BOYS'_ BGOK __ CLUB 

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB - LOIIDON SECTION 

Fortimat c ere t ho London brethren es they ht\vo the Grey-friars, 
St. Jim's, Rookwood and St . Frank's countryside on their doorsteps, 
so to speak. Thus with our Herbert coming down south for his nnnunl 
visit, off we went to Belton and Banning-ton for our usucl eutumn 
mcetin8, that is to say e gathe ring with the genial and hospitable 
Jardine• at lloodingdean, Brighton . Eighteen members at tended and 
with the three Jardine bairns a good tim e uas had by all. The "wl" 
had to appear as copies of 11The Banishing of Billy Bunter1

' were dis ­
tributed to those who required thee. Three good quizzes •.,or e conduc­
t ed; Herber t gave his now famous talk on how the "C.D." started c,nd 
its progress over the years . Furthcnnorc , there were oth er good 
t alks and good progress reports by both tho club librerian o . Good 
grub , good weather end good companionship made thi3 ninth ,mnw.1 
visit to Brighton right up to the high s tandard of all it s pr edece­
sso res . 

Next meetin8 at 27 Archdal e Road, East Dulwich, London, S .E. 22, 
on Slllldey, 21st , when our globe trott er, Alan Stewart , hopes to be 
present after his lest crui se to the Northern Capi tels. 

UNCLE BEIIJAMIN. 

ilORTHERN SECTION MEETING. SEPl'. 8th 1 1956, 
There was an excellent et t endance which included Leslie Hall and 

Edgar Creek who had not been with us for some time . 
Chairman, Breeze Bentley, said it was to be another ladies ' night 

for the personality to be dealt with in Gerry Alli son.•s talk was 
"Cousin Ethel" together wi th, of course, Geor ge Figgins . 

Gerry, startin8 off, remind ed his li s ten e rs that th o late George 
Orwell had onc e stated sex was never men tion ed in the Gem and Magnet 
stories. That was not quite true; ther e was a touch of romance in 
the storios now and again but it was of tha kind to which not eve n a 
Vict orian parent could object . 

GeI'I"J deal t deftly with th e several occesions ,then channi.'lg 
Cousin Ethel appeared at St . Jim• s causing the heort of Piggy t o 
beat more quickly. He also read ext r acts from the se rial in which 

··-··------ - - ----------- -- - ---- -·-
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she played the le ading role "Cousin Ethel ' s Schooldays" . Evid ently 
i t '"'" al l to the liking of his audience . 

'tic wout.i up with a li vely game coopil ed by the same Gerry . 
Next oeeting October 13th when I shnll have someth ing to scy on 

"The Papers from 1900 to 1910~ There will be plenty of material 
to wor k on ut any r at e . 

H. LlX:KEIIBY 
North ern Section Corr esponde nt . 

MIDLAND SECTION MEEU NG, AUGUST 27th 

There wns qui t e a good nt tendnnce i,t thi s meeting , al t hough 
apologies f or absence were rec eived from our Chainnan and Mrs . 
Corbett, nnd nl so from Mrs. Brown; all nwcy on holiday des pite this 
s uperchro nic ond unspeakable summer. Mr. J ack lngr'1ll! was duly e l act od 
t o tho chair , and proc ee ded to deal wit h t he unus ual l y full ~nde of 
business . 

One importo.nt matt er for discus s ion was the el ec ti on of a new 
Secretory conseq uent upon the re t irement of th e presen t ~rri t c r froUl 
th is offi ce . As I sta t ed nt th e meetin g , it i s with very r cu l r egre t 
t h.::t I am compelled t o relinquish t h~ j ob; one which MB been very 
rewcrding in some ways although extr O!lieiy demndin g in ot her s . I 
much appreciate th o very kind remarks made by Mr. Ingram and others 
Llft ~r I bed c.nnol.Ulccd my deci sio n. 

R~turning to th e chronicle of th o mee t ing , be it recorded t ha t 
Nr . Hnrry Bre ster under t ook the post (af t er a littl e gen tl e coaxing !). 
Niss Beryl Russ ell very kindly volunteered t o act as Assistan t 
Sccre t or.r , 

Dcspi t e our l engthy 11€"nda of bus iness , it wc.s s t i ll only 
rof re ollncnt time (or should I scy "llclf Time?") so that wo wore nblo 
to t ccklc a very intriguing quiz prepnred by our new Secretary, .:md 
olso to heo.r onother f ine tnlk by Tom Porter on 11Nels on Lee. 11 

During th o dis cus sio n which follow ed, several speakers dr ew 
o.ttenti on to sensa. tiono.l fini s hes etc . , in r e&l lif e Sport which havo 
occ urred in r ecent yen.rs, so t het fi c tion is not so overdmwn o.ftera.11 ! 

In concluding what must be my l os t r eport of n meeting -
incid entelly th o l ru,t of fifty odd - I would l ike t o record how much 
I havo enj oyed doing thes e . 

EDWARD DA VEY 
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MERSEYSIDE SFX:TIO!I - SUNDAY, SEPl'lliBER 9t h 

After the s \l!lller holidays it vas a pleasuro to see n large 

gathering of members for tho first of t he winter cieetings . After 

the minutes of th e August meeting had been r ead , the rul es of the 

club -were thorolll!hly di scussed and minor changes made , Voting for 

the branch officers vas then carried out and Don Vebstor """ re-e l ected 

Chaiman; Jim Valsh was el ected Vic(H)hairman; and tho writ e r o f 

these notes Secretary . A hearty vote of thank s was given by all to 

Don for th o hard work he has put in for our branch during the last 

year . All members then contributed to an inf ormal discussion of 

ruture programnes, and some novel id eas were brought up which should 

make our winter ccotings more varied and interesting, 
After t ea and biscuits, a two-part quiz was present ed lrJ Don 

Webster entitled "Classical Quotations ." This was won, ably by Mr, 

Burke , followed closely by Mr. Walsh and Mr. Mor gan. Library business 

followed and the Secretery was pleased to not e th o inereasing interast 

shown in the Nelson Lee Series . A varied Library is all to the good 

of the Club . 
Herl meeting - October 14th , comenci.ng 7 p ,m, 

MAGNETS: 

~ : 

HORJfJiN P!UCNELL 
Secretary , Merseyside Branch . 

144}-1440-1445-1449-1451 - 1535-6-7 -8- 9-1~ 1500-1582 - 1591-

1601-1.ISO COMPLETE FILE 161}-1629. 
1300-14}6-14}8 - EXCHANGE OR SELL, PART OR VHOLE. 
Interested in MAGNEl'S, GOO, RJFULARS, BOYS MAG, BULLSEYE, 

S .O.L. ' • etc . 
!:!. GRl:EllllOOD, 63 GRIFFITHS IIUVE, ASHMORE ESTJ.TE, 

llEDNESFIELD, STJ.FFS. 

\IJ.NTED: Boys Mapzines Humber 332 onwards . 

FOR SALE: 9 (Goldba vk) Toa Merry Books, 6d. each . Also books by 
--- - Gilson , Cleaver , Avery, llsdath . "Ta l bot ' s Secret" by Mart in 

Clif f ord . 
II. DiJ!\/IN, 76 WESTER.'l RO/.D, Ei.ST DlliE, ROTftrnlu'JI, YORKS. 
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HAMILTON I ANA 
Compiled by HERBERT LECKENBY 

Once again there's been quite a l ot of publicity concerning 
Greyfriars with Bunter inevitably in the lead. For instance , 11Vict or 
Thompson's Personal Piece 11 in the "Daily Herald, 11 Septmber, was 
devoted enti rely to llamiltoniana , It was so good that I thoui;ht it 
Kas well worth reproducing in full. Here it is: 

******** 
I watched t he clamorous kids around Dan Dore at the Boys ' ond 

Girls ' Exhibtion. 
11It used to be Dan the Sanitary l'Ulll, not Planetary," said a voice 

that has launched a thousand quips, and there behind me wns my ol d 
Herald confed erate, that great artist Gilbe rt Wilkinson. 

"It used to be Billy Bunter and the Famous Five of Greyfr iars," 
I corrected . At which a f athe r alongside me gnve the immortal Bunter 
cry of "Ya.rooh!11 and his fri end i.'ltonod the cottect r esponse , 11Cave, 
Quelchie !" • 

There is, you see, e more or less s,3crc t socie ty perhaps a 
million strong in this country - th e vast balding brotherhood of ol d 
Greyfriars boys, If we who used to devour the Magnet magazine stories 
in our boyhood ever uni tcd for any political purpose, we could t ake 
over th e country tocorrow. AIID run it, for we have nll the t al ents, 
Eon as different as Noel Coward, Herbert Morrison, Stnnlcy Matthews 
and Gil bert Harding hnvo declared their manbership to me. 

Wo grown men in th e Parents ' Oasis nt Olympio, anachronisms 
ll!:long th o spnce ships , began to remember, , , , 

Besides Harry Wharton and Billy Bunter, th ere wcs Bob Cherry, 
th e hearty hero whose converso.tion was prncticnlly confined to 11!full o, 
hullo, hullo !" And Inky the Indian boy - llurrec Jamset Rllm Sin81> in 
full - whose id eo of English Yas to so,y, "The sveatfulness of these 
jam-iferous tarts is terrific . " And monocled Arthur AIJ8UStus D'Arcy 
who thought evorybody W63 weclly a wotter. And Fisher T. Fish , and 
Frank Nugcrt lllld Bulstrode - can anybody not ini t iat cd in childhood 
understand thei r magic? 

Certainly , \/illdnso n pointed out, females can't. Sisters Are 
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Soppy was a cnrdinsl rule of our boyhood, end the poor things were 
excluded from all our male pursuits as soon as we were old anough to 
escape the shllme of ploying Mothers ond Fothers. 

There was genere l agreement, too, thet the Mal,X)et (end its rival, 
the Gem, with Tom Merry & Co. of St. Jim's) shaped our growing minds 
almost as much in t heir woy os H. G. i/ells ond Bernard Show did a 
li ttlo J.nter. 

For example, despite a wonderful tal ent for innocent-faced lying, 
which precticclly guaranteed me immunity from punishment, I used 
priggishly t o own up to my crimes in class - because thllt was the woy 
of Harry Wharton. 

\ihy th e Magnet end Gem were forbidden by so meny pore nts end 
teachers we could not understnnd, for the sto ries preeched only th e 
noblest rules of conduct . However, th e Magnet was all the better for 
being read se cretly under bedclothes by th o light of a filling elec­
tric torch. It was se venth heaven to be s imul ton eous ly a Decent Chllp 
end a l.nwbreakcr. • • • 

Now it wa.sn ' t so long ngo ( I told my envious hearers) that I 
talked about these things with the creato r of Greyfriars School him­
sel f - now a little old man in o. skul l- cap living in a quiet road at 
Kingsgnt<?On-Sea, Kent. 

s.t 84, spry Frank Richards (real name, Charles llw:lilto n) sti ll 
works every de.y, :idding to th e awful total of 75million wordn ho 
has poured out in his lifetiJo e. Ho works, ho said fr,mkl.y, b<ocouso 
ho st ill must if he wont s t o eat. Ho earned handsome money >rhen he 
was th e Pie d Pipe r of the Boord Schools{ but he spent it ns it came -
someti.c es ( but don't tell Harry Wharton} at the Monte Carlo gaming 
tables. 

Whnt puzzled and fain tly gdevod hiJo w,,s thet over the yacrs 
Billy funter, the Ovl of the Remove, the greedy, cowt:.rdly, deceitful 
scrounger ho had planned to be desp i sed, had grnd=lly become the 
most enduring and successful of i,ll the Greyfriars tribe . 

Around the trM.santa:zlt,ic stand ot the Exhibition, sane boys were 
shoving ona another, and one wcs thumped and said a distinct 11Yarooh !

11 

Not "Eek!" or 11Gl urp!" or any other trnns c:.tlontic comic strip t erm, 
but a good old Groyfriors "Yaroch!" 

The little old skull-capped Merlin in Kent will be glad to !mow 
that some of his influence on English schoolboy l cnguo.ge is s till 
alive. 

******** 
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Then following the first insto.1:ncnt of t he new TV series , the 
"Yorkshire Evening Pos t 11 ho.d this to sny : 

rn;: NEW TERM at Creyfriars opened with o typ i cal frolic nnd I 
must confess to on inordi.nD.to liking fo r the Bunter se ries, now h.o.pt>­
ily resumed. The l iking ommmts to a mixture of nostalgia and habit, 
wit h quito a lot of admira t ion thrown in. One thing is ce rtni.n -
t he simple, noisy adventure s of th e roi ste rin g Owl of th e Remove ore 
bound t o have llil w.usement vo.lue for more thnn one gcnerntion. 

When one r eflec ts that t he C.O.M. of boys' s t ory - te ll ers , Fronk 
Rich :,rds, is sti ll writing these epi sodes at turned 80 , it is not 
really surprising that the yeaxs are so eas ily spanne d . It is, e.fter 
ell, ~he semc img:ination which beguil ed our own schoo l dnys which now 
cndccrs its e lf to our children . 

The fomula is very simple when it comes to television prese nt­
ation . It consists of outrageous caricntureo , so far as Bunter o.nd 
Quel ch are conce rn ed, and how well they exagge rat e their respective 
rol e s . 

Furth e r on September 23rd, the "Sundny Express" hod a most 
(llllUSing piec e when Dnvid Clayt on intervie wed Cerold Campion, thus : 

I ' M NOT REALLY FAT, &AYS BUllTER 
110f course , 11 snid Gerald Campion, "mos t o:( th i s down here is 

padding. Mosses of it . " 
l!e pnssed his hand over the :unpl e stomach beneath the Billy 

Bu."lter bluze r. And sighed. 
"I 'm not ns fat os viewers think I am, 11 he sa id. He l ooke d me 

ri ght betwee n the eyes ~s he snid i t, ruid dared mo to disngree . 
It is now 5! yeors (weary years to Cci,pion) since the B.B. C. 

firs t fi tted him ir.to those tight check trousers , t he pcdded bl azer, 
and the pinpoint Greyfri c.rs School cap , ond put him on th e ai r t o play 
the best -kno,m figure in English fic t i on next to Peter Pan and Sher ­
lock Holme s . The "rcspons efulnoss, " aft Cr n shaky ot art Wl!.S , c.s 
Hurrec Singh (now thor,:, ' s irr favou:ri t e of all Fronk Richord,l s chora ­
ctcrs) woul d &JY, "terrific . " 

Sinco then Harry llhartons , rob Cherrys, Fronk !l\l8131lta and Johnny 
llul l s hav e said their "! say chaps" and depart ed, some to Hor 
Majesty 's l-'-0rces , somo even in to Illlltri.mony . There hnvo been two 
"impot" bes t owing Mr. Quelch os and t he current Coker is a bettor bad -
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hat thn.'I those who bnve gone before. 
Only Campion os the lying , thieving, cheating Bunter remains to 

tempt vie wers to look on Children's Tolevision. And adults will be 

doing it by the thousands this aft ernoon betwoen 5.0 and 6. 0 . There 

is now o Bunter cult which bluff s nobody, Adults sey , of course , ond 

nobody is fool ed, that they do it st rictly in the l ino of duty . To 

see, as in my case , whet her the adven tures I ree.d long ago under t he 

schoo l desks {"Cave , chaps!") or under the bed- clothes by the light 

of my Boys• Vondc~send - n<H>Oney- sotisfoctio n-gunrent eed- giont­

shilling-noshlight are suitable t elevi s ion fare in this rockin' , 

roll in• oe,, . 
They are , ond everybody is bnppy. Everybody that is , excep t 

Ger ald Campion, who fer.rs thot he is stuck with Billy Bunter , bis 

jrun tarts , his "yarroos" and his "l eggos" for the rest of his natural 

life. Ho hos been en actor sin ce the age of 14 1 ond now at 32 , t ho . 

father of two, ho would l ike to do sanething el se . Although he 

confess es thd at school be had enou.;t, nesb on his bones to "arran t 

being called "Fatty," he trots out the figures on bis weight vi th all 

the vehemence of o stnrlct isouing more vitlll statistics , 
11Elevcn stone twolve, 3n.d five feet five high.1

11 be intones . 

Then, of course , he goes on: "And it's not nil fat . Squash ond 

tennis see to that ." 
But , appare ntly, Bunter addicts refuse to believe it , 

Thero are alvays diet charts in his fsn mail . He s till trios to 

force a woak smilo when ho asks for a steak in a re steursnt and a con­

vulsed waiter, glancing et his waistline , end recognising hill frail 

the "t ele , " suggests jam tarts instead , 
At his home in Battersee his two chi l dr en , Anthony end Anthea , 

ere not amused that their father's famo is built on a foundation of 

soli d fl esh . And in the club in the Wost End which he has run for 

the l a.st six years {"You can't live off Bunter") members tend unnece­

ssari ly to count their change twi ce. 
He has one oonsolotion . Lett ers from Frank Richards, who et 86 

has written 60, 000 ,000 words about Groyfr i.ars, indicate that he is 
wall pleased wit h Campion os Bunter. ~ere is talk too of making a 

film in which he will st.or , 
11You1ve filmed a lot, of course?" I asked. 
"I have, 11 snid Campion, "Spivs, and doorman and furtive parts 

like th.ot. And, of course, os the fa t boy in Pickwick Pn:pers . " 

"l remember that , " I said . 
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"Everybody does , 11 said Campio n. "Seems I 111 go on pl aying 
'fa tti es ' fo r ever . -

Note tlm t coament about Bunt er being t he best !mown figure in 
English fi ction next to Pete r Pan and Sherlock Holmes . 11ote also 
that Vi ct or Thompson has it that Frank Richards is 84; David Clay t on 
gives it as 86 . I wonder which i s right , if eithe r. Judging by t he 
times I 'm ru,ked, quite o l ot of people would l iko to lmow. 

Sti l l another referenc e came one night in ttThe Archers . " Paul 
Johnson nnd Nel son Gabri el were about to have a scr np concerning 
the chor!ning Chris tin e . Soid Paul , "Coco on you cad. 11 "Chuck it, 11 

retort ed tho s on of Walter . 11You're not o.t Greyfriars now. 11 

Well, aft er al l that, we' 11 have something frOl!I members of our 
own circl e . 

Do You Remember? By Roger M. Jenkins 
No. 20 - Mngnct No. 1000 

The occ11Si on of the thousandth number of the Moi!net ( which 11es 
cbtcd 16/4/ZI) wes quit e jus t ifiably t e.kcn by the edito r as on excus e 
for o good de!ll. of sclf -c 0"8I'Utul c tion. In No, 999 he hc.d said: "I 
do not lmo,i how my youthful chums would get on without the c!rums of 
Groyfriors t o keep them comP=Y every ueek . If o.ny furthe r pr oof be 
needed thot th e Magnet i s indeed the centre of attraction, the proof 
will be supplied in thi!t cheery mmiber • one t housand ' which one will 
se e on next Mondoy1 s cover. Is n ' t it just scrwnptiou.s? Does n ' t it 
coke th o sco ffers take a back sca t, for what pc.per - unl ess it has 
popularity behind it - con endure the test of age ?" 

In t he thousandth number holf th e centre page was devo t ed to 
furth er eulogi es by th e editor : "l·lany on edito r has sighed wis tfully 
for t he day when ho would see thot formidable and eloquent number 
g,:,,cing tho cover )lCge of th e pnpcr he control s . But it doesn • t fall 
~ the lot of every edi tor to produce aod l!llli.ntnin a pnpe r with such 
a world -wide appeal, nor to enter for such a loynl o.nd enthusias tic 
body of road3rs ns it has been my pl ensurc to serve . tt The peror at ion 
ended with a. wish that was not so fMcif'ul as it -may hcvo scorned at 
the time: "You will not think it boastful of me if I , having seen to 
press one thousand issu es of the l'.agnct , should rai se an imaginary 
gl oss of foruning ginesr-pop end soy: ' l>le.gnetites, you will honour me 
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by dri.nkiJl8 to our two-th ousandth issue .' " 

The other hru.f of the centre poge was graced with o photogrnph 
of Charles llnmilton, and entitled •some reminiscences of Frnnk 
Ricba.rds ' • This seems to have been tho only occasion on which the 
author of the G~rillrs stories sent a personal message to his 
readers. The article dealt with his early at t empt at writing, culmi ­
nating with th e sale of his first story, when still nt school, for 
15/ -. ''IIY father wo.s n poet . The remuneration he received for his 
vers es peid, I believe, for the ink he used, but not for th e paper . 
This may halp to account for my fee ling no attraction t oworda poetry ." 
Thero was also an olllllSing npoc:ryJtru anecdote obout the wey in which 
Fronk Richards shewed Martin Clifford the first Greyfriors story, and 
we.a told thot there was only one bett er writer, and thot was Martin 
Clifford.' 

!'.ognet No . 1,000, liko 0... No. 1,000, conteined niproductions of 
the covers of th e first Mognot and the first penny Geo. The curious 
thing about tho reproduction in both pepors of the cover of th e first 
Magnet is thnt it was not in fact taken from Magnet No. l but from 
th e advertisement of 1'"'811et No. l in th e first penny Gem. It was 
apparen tly the original design for th e cover of the first tlognet, 
which was then discard ed in favour of o slightly different version, 
but it seems toot it was decided not to carry the ciwJ8e through to 
the advertisement in tho G-Om. Hence the muddle . 

AI, for t he Greyfriars st ory in Magnet No. 1,000 - well, you must 
t1si t f or tho Annunl for a COl!lllent on thnt. 

SOLUTION OF CROOSIIORD NO. 3, 
~: 1. Modern Boy; 6 . At; 8. Peach; 10. Leade r; 14 . Enter; 
15. L<lke; 16. Tie; 17. Ice caps; 20. Pone; 21. Sh !; 22, Arsenic; 
23. Ado; 24, Chas; 7/. Credit; 29, Kent; '.;l. Ta!; 32. Hid tuck; 
33. East; 37. Cater. DOWN: 1. Mellish ; 2. Drake; 3. Rye; 4 . Open; 
5. Yen Chin; 6. Ace in sleeve; 7 . Three ; 9, Attache; 11. 'Each; 
12, Decadent; 13, Rips; 18. A rod in pickle; 19, Seat; 23, Arid; 
25, Ants; 26. Statue; 27, China; 28. Inca; 30. Chic; 34, Age; 
36 (with 31) Tail . 

The first correc t solution came from Gerald .Allison, Bramley, 
Leads, 13 to trhom a postal-order for 5/ - has been sent. 
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REVIEWS OF 

•THE BANISHlllG OF BILLY BUNTER" By Frank Richards. (Cru;sell a/6d.) 

This is a first-class school s t ory , a joy for y~ readers and 
an ecstatic f eas t of nostlllgia for tho ao who are 'getting on.• 
Though the be.sic pl ot is familiar to old ~ et fons, the story has 
lllBilY novel twists which make it e.a fresh !IS e. Spring morning. I t is 
outstanding in giving us nev pen pictures of Mr. Quelch ood Mr. Prout, 
and Frank Richards is always at hi s brilliant bes t in th o word-d uels 
between the two mast ers. Coker pl ays bis pert without being in ony 
way obtrusive ; the developnent moves o.t o. spanking pace end th e 
restroined US O Of dilllogu e O.VOids anything Which COuld be c l assed 8S 
padding . The story canto.ins somo choming whimsic nl pase,l80S , and, 
t clcen on t ho whol e , this is one of th e very bes t of t ho more recen t 
Buntor books . 

ERIC FAYNE. 

Thi s i s th e 19th in th e growil)8 serie s of Bunter novels nnd , 
apart from an over- :repetitious rof crenc c to the "el ephanti ne" move­
ments of Pnul Pontifcx Prout, i s well up to Frank Ric~s pleasant 
stoodo.rd. 

The pl ot is f o.milio.r , but its present a tion is enjoyoble ,md 
eminentl y ro odo.bl e . For me, the story is especially wel come for it 
hns Quel ch ond Prout ot their most human. The sceno where Quelch 
"t l ong l M t t ell s Prout t o mind his own busin ess is oxcell ently 
hnndled , ond t o all Greyf riara • men should be writt en in l e tters of 
fl runing gold in tho l ong,,-,,wni ted "His t ory." 

Coker end Bunter pl ay l eading roles without unbolancing tho 
comedy' s casting, ood C.H. Chapoan is on top form with his illust­
:rotions t o complete n wel come addition to Bunter lo re. Long msy the 
bani s hing of Billy Bunter be deferred! 

JACK WOOD. 
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