
. ·, ~ THE COLLECTORS' DIGEST 

-k 

I 
f 

I 
I 
I 
I 

VOLUME 11 , NUMBER 119 PRICE 1 s. 6d . 

NOVEMBER 1956 

l ; 
L .............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 1 

'( 



BILL MART IN \IORLD FAMOUS 
FOR OLD BOYS ' BOOKS 

93 HILLSIDE : LOtIDON N. \I . 10 

Phone: ELGar 3230 Cabl es : SUPERB USED, LONDON. 

~~ ~- ;o~Ul'Je of Mngnets, 15;53-155818 Monsters , 35/ - the l ot or 5/ -
£3-0-() eech. 

;;,;;:;-d-V~lui,e of Magnets , 1429-145125 Boys' Best St ory Paper sll Pre 
__ _______ £3-10-0 ···---- _ _ _ No. 36. ';fY~- -----
Bound Volu.-:ie of Magnets , 1612-1636 Bound Vol . Boys' Re(U.lil , 56-82 

£2- 2-0 50/ - _ _ ---

Bound Voluoe of Magnets , 1637- 1663 I Bound Vols . Big Budget, Vol. 12, 
£2-10-0 17 £3-1 0:(l~-- -

Bound Volume of Magnets , 1351-1376 Bound Vol. Boys' Reall:l,551/578 

····- ·-- - -·---~ -- ~ --·--- -- -----
Bound Volume of Hagnets , 1235-1264 Bound Vol. Boys' Realm, 521/550 

-- -- ----~~- --- __ f!JL_-_____ _ 
BoW)d Vol llllie of Magnet s , 1403-1454 Bound Vol. Boys' Realm, 314/364 

···- - - . .. £7- 10-0 --- - -- -·· . ··- --- - _____ £5-0-() - -- - - --- --··--
Bound Volume of J>legnet s , 1265-1298 Bound Vol. Boys' Resln, 365/4 15 

----~ -°--··--- --- _i:5-0-0 ________ ______ _ _ 
Bound Velum of Megnet s , 1222- 1235 Bound Vol. Boys' Realm, 469/5 19 

£2-10-0 1:5~~- - -- --
C.D. Monthly, 1-4 0 including 3A 

£3-0-0 
Bound Vol. Boys I Reslc, 579/611 

£4-0-0 

~~ ··.;~ ·;-R-;;ent Buying Cat1pe.ign Bound Vol . Boys' Realm 612/640 
I •ve boue}lt several l arge Collec- I £3-0-0 
~ions~\can now of fer almost I Botmd Vol . Doys' Realm, 417/468 

ony - ·- · ·: __ ____ _ ___ :____ _ £5-0-0 - ·--·- ---

I wi ll accept Greyfria:rs S.O .L. 's in Exchange for any Items on t his 
Advertisement 

CASII \/ITH ORDER PC\STAGE EXTRA ~- ~- - -- - ·-----··- -- . 



-THE COLLECTORS' DIGEST----
Vol..:...!_1_ N~ . 119 -- -- ·- · ·-· -· - ---- ·----·- - Price 1s. 6d. 

NOViMBER, 1956 

Edi tor, HfflllERT UX:KENBY, 
12 Herbert Street, 

Hull Road, York 
or 

c/o YORK DUPLICATING SERVICES, 
ill The Shambles, York. 

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS. For your future guidance, please note that York 
Duplicating Services have moved to more cQJDmodious premises at Ne. 
12A in the same famous, old-world Shambles. From there, their far 
from old-world - on the contrary, bang up-to-date - equi.(!llent will 
continue to turn out our immaculate little magazine. 

From now on, however, you can if you like write to me at my heme 
address as above. ln doing so, be sure and put Hull Ro"d as there 
happen s to be a Hubert Street in York also and without the Hull Roao 
letterG sometimes g0 astray.. The street, I may say, lll'8S not named in 
my honour! 

Parcels and regi s tered letters had better go t o the busine s s 
address as I am, unavoidably, often out when the postman calls. 

* * * * * * 
VISIT AND VISITOR. On 14th October I travelled up to Newcas tl e--on-
Tyne ..-here I had th e pleasure of meeting for th e first time Jim 
Hepburn and Bnsil Adam, with both of whom I had corresponded for 
years . Great occasions, these! My luck with the weathor continued 
for it ws.s a l ovely day and we were able to sit and chat by the sea. 

A week later Don Webster travelled from Liverpool to spend a 
few hours in my den.. Why does the time travel so quickly on such 
occasions? 

* * * * • * 
BLAKIANA. Never in its long hi s tory has our Blakiana section been 
more interesting than just now. Last month we had the lively 

_ discussion on the modernisation of .the s.tories1 __ this mont~h*~Z-~ ~-
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~ome real inside rev elati ons from the past. To me, one of the most 
surprising was tha.t several of the Confederetion stori,3s wore not 
writt en by Robert Murray. Some years ago , on re-reading, I spotted 
t hat the last one, "The Great Round-Up" was not by him and guessed it 
was Gilbert Chester , but I was unaware there were several others. I 
have the good fortW1e t o possess a number of tho 11Confederati on" yarns 
and in spare moments I propose to read them to sec if I ca.o find the 
ot hers. It all adds t o the inter es t. 

* * * * * 
THE ANNUAL. Soon the newspaperS will be telling you how many shopping 
doys th ere ar e to Christmas. Well, our Annual must c atch tile 111ails 
several days before those shopping days are over. Orders axe coming 
in nicely; we are slightly in front of last yeBI' but t here are sti ll 
quit~ a n1J1t1ber of you who have not yet ordered . I should be s o sorry 
if I had t o sey to nnyone, "Too late, 11 particularly as it is No. 10 . 

Yours sincerely, 
HERBERT LEl:KENl!Y. 
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"MAGNFl'S11 AND 11GDS" 
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D. 0 'HERLI!IY, 17220 GRESHAII STREET, NORTHBRI!XlE, 

C.\LIFORNIA, U.S.A. 

;d. or hd. _~ or Cash given for last thre e Bunter Books, 1955 
Merry and J;unter J,nnuals. Offered : first two St. Franks, Nelson Lees, 
112, etc ., 1917. Off ere , S. A.E. 
DA VIOOON. 252 CATHEDRAL STREET. GLASG-0',/. 

~: Knockout Comics , lies. 1-600; Mally U.J.• s ; S .B.L.'s ( 1st , 
2nd and 3rd Ser ies); Detective Weekly and all othor paperS which 
contain Sext on Blake stories (Funny Populars etc.). Have you any t o 
offer? Highes t price s paid. 
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/3(rAflianOL ... 
Conducted by JOOEPHINE PACKMAN 

27 , Archdale Road , East Dulwich, London, S.E. 22. 

I must cut nzy remarks short this month to make room for Bill 
Lofts I informative article. 

Forthcoming articles include "Men of Mystery; 11 110n Our Selection;" 
111 Remember These ." I also have in hand a series of 11I·lemory Teasers," 
OM of which will appear each month as from next January . This of 
cour se will be supplementary t o ordinary articles. 

The Sexton Blake Circle Featur e for the C.D. Annual is 'shaping 
up 1 vory nicely. The programme includes both statis t ics and articlea. 

JOOIE PACK!Wl. 

* * * * * 
H. II. T\IYMiili - "YOUR EDITCR": UNION JACK 

by 11.0.G. Lofts. 

Living in semi -r etirement in a ;lOO-year old {but now modernised) 
co tt age in Surrey is the man who, from 1921 to 19}3, personally laicw and 
amt pra c tically every Union Jack auth or of that period .. 

I have recently had the good fortune and privilege of paying Hr. 
Twyman two most enjoyable and interesting visits, for he was only to o 
pleased to converSe with me about the 'old paper . r He has , in f act , 
enlightened me on quite a f ew things relati ng to Blake authors and 
stories which, W1til then, had been very obscure. 

I learned that Mr. Twyman started at the A. Press as a· proof 
reader in 1914, but was soon appointed Chief Sub-Edi t or of Chuckles 
(R.A. Hinton was the controlling editor.) Re th en joined up, serving 
with the A.S.C. (now R.A .S.C.). On his return , Mr. Twyman was given 
the editorship of a new paper, t he Detect ive Library (1919). Most of 
the stories were reprints, but he did wri to sev eral original s tories 
for that publication. In connection with the Detective Library Mr. 
Twyman was able to enlight en me on two things which I {and many others) 
have been wanting t o know for a very long time; firstly that 'Derek 
Clyde ' was created by William Hurray Graydon, and s e condly that the 
st orie s featuring Sexton Blake at Kingsmere College were written by 
Stanley Gordon Shaw. 
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The editor of the Union Jack at tilat tii,e was llalter Shute (better 

known as the writer, Walter Edwards), and when he left in 1921 to 
become a freelance, Mr. Twyman took over the Unicn Jack from him. 
From that time or.wards the Union Jack continued t o be a great success, 
and al though the official records cannot be stated , an estimated weekly 
ci rcul atio n of around 300,CX::O copie:> would not be far out. 

Mr. Twyman has his O\lll personal record of all Blake writers in the 
Union Jack from llos. 906 (19 . 2.1921) to 1216 (5.2.1927) and these, 
having been entered at that ti.me, must be accepted as correct . 

I.en PackJnan and Walter Webb very kindly loaned me their books of 
records, and with Mr. Twyman I s permission I was able to check, amend 
and add authors ' names where necessary. (It lllUSt be rememberes that the 
author I s name was not given with the stories at that ti.me.) Here, I 
would pay tribute to Len and Walter - and those who have helped them 
in compiling their lists - on a very fine achievement, for out cf 300 
odd ioaue s I only found 38 authors 1 names needing correction, half of 
which one would never have imagined could be wrong. Some of them were 
practically unknown, in addition to which I discov ered that ten of th e 
'Criminals Confederation' stories were written by Gilbert Chester, as 
Robert Murrsy was indisposed at that time. (Mr. Twyman wrot e one later 
1confederat i on' story himself: 0Enter the President," U.J. No. 1484,) ' 

Apart from his 'official' list, he was al so kind enough to give 
me the names of several Union Jack w-riter s whose work had previously 
be en \llldetcrmin ed . 

A document even more authentic than the c opied list ref erred to , 
and covering about twi ce tho length of time (192 1- 1933), wa.s th e office 
record - book in which were entered not only authors' and artists I Il8Dles, 
but all tho day- to-day details such as press dates neces sary for the 
running of th e paper. Because it was so continuously reforr ed to for 
guidance , it was jocularly known es 1The Biblo. ' 

On our FAi t or• s taking over another paper, it passed into the 
keeping of his successor, and finally was lost sight of - probably in 
a load of paper salvag e - only t o re - appear L~ th e shape of sugar 
cartons or suchlike. 

Thus, the definitiv e and indisputable M.Sw~r to many a baffled 
collector's questions that wculd have been worth unt old gallons of 
midnight oil was lost to the cause. 

Mr. Twyman was very interested in my Bl ak:iona erticle lest year 
on Gwyn Evans , for he kn ew the colour ful c;,,y,, better than anyone; ho 
lu.s in f ac t written an account of Gwyn's esc apades and 'goines on• in 
t he freelance market (entitled "Good Evans_- Crazy as a _Coot): •). ____ _ 
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Having kindly been loaned the l:llliluscript , I must sny it makes very 
interesting reading, and Mr . Twyman has most kindly promised that I may 
let Mr. Leckenby publish it in the C. Digest later on. Speaking of 
Gwyn Evans, my host ' s opinion was that was undoubtedly one of his best 
write r s, and certainly the most colourful personality. But of course, 
there was a snag: his casualness and irresponsible ways made an awful 
lot of subbing necessary before all the loopholes were plu.gged and the 
l oose ends tied up. Conversely, t here were other authors - notably 
F.dwy Searles Brooks - whose copy was as easy to read as a page of 
print . 

Gwyn Evans wrote all his stor i es in a small, neat, round - hand, 
with a left-hand lllS?'gin that rapidly beCSJDe wider and wider as he got 
down the pa.ge. This , as any handwriting analyst knows , is a sure sign 
of fast, fluent writing and it is an indication of how smoothly those 
fli~ts of fancy of the man who wrote "The Onion Men" and others poured 
from his pen. 

The series most popular in the Union Jack during Mr. Twyman' s 
editorship was that featuring the 'Criminals Confedera t ion,• and the 
most popular artist was Eric Parker. 

A very fine artist himself , a number of Mr. Twyman ' s oil po.in tint..,, 
ndom the inner walls of the cottage . Many readers of the Sexton Bla.'<o 
Annuel , No. 2, will remember the plan of Sexton Bl ake ' s house ir. Baker 
Street, which was o.lso his work,. though this was rather in the nature 
of architec t ural fantasy than portrsi ture, which is his presen t 
interest. 

The reason why it was stated in the e,cton Blake ue1 that tile 
first Blake story appeared in Union .Jack 1st series No. 2, when in 
fact it was the Marvel (td . ) No. 6, is this : at that time it was 
alweys believed that the former was the first Blake story. Edi tors 
simply do not have the time to delve into history and research. (Mr. 
Tl·ryn,,,n has more to say on this in the extract of his l etter to Len 
Facklnan which will be found a t the end of this article,) It must also 
be remembered that for years it was always understood even by Blake 
enthusiasts among our own circle that Union Jeck (1st series) No. 2, 
was the first Blake story until Walter Dexter discovered the real first 
in the British Muse= . 

Mr. Tw;y,nan, who is, I would say , in appearance like the great 
Sexton Bl ake himself ( compl e t e with pipe) , told me a number of amusing 
stories concerning readers' unquestioning belief in the actual reality 
of Blake as a living man. For example 7 there was the elderly W'OQ'.18ll 
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reader who wrote asking in all seriousness whether she could he con­

side r ed for the job of Sexton Blake ' s house- keeper when Mrs. Bardell 

reti red . Also, lat er on, a second lady had a similar ombition . She 

wont further end called at tho off ic e asking to soe !Ir, Blake. 

Real is ing her error, Mr. Twyman gently tried to disillusion bor when 

she addressed him as Blake , but sbe could not nccept t he idea of a 

fictitious detectiv e and must have thoU&ht that har hero '""' going 

about inc0fl1lito for SOJle reason, for she persist ently held to her 

belief. Moreover, she deduced that th e Union Jack's chief sub-editor 

must of course be Tinke r. 
Be also told me of a visit to Paris to see G.H. feed, who vas 

then livi. 'lg there, to talk over plots for future stories, ond of hov 

one story vos inspired by certain unre.'>earsed events in Notre Dame 

Cathedral. 
one of the most frequently -asked. questions is as t o why the .!!m2!l 

Jack was ch,:ngcd to the Detective Weekly. The ans wer is simple -

~use of the dec line in the sales of the fomer. Like meny other 

pape rs , whoo all the plens for changing over vere cut and dried , tho 

sa les began to pickq, ~! 
Lecn.ord H. Brooks (I was told) vos the broth er of F.civy Searles .i 

Brooks, and this explains 'llalhr Webb 's stat..ncnt os t o the similarit y 

of their vork . I/alter also tol d me thtlt L.H. Brooks di ed in very 

tragic circ\llllStances about four years ago. 
Generally speaking , about t wo out of every three Union Jack 

stor i es were accepted for 1"1blicati on, the rate of peyment for a s to ry 

beir.g about .t:28. 
Tho knock-out blow t o the Blake 51188, Mr. Twyman reckons , was j ust 

before the beginning of World liar No. 2: Gwyn Evans , G. H. 1.'eed and 

Robert Murray all di od at that time or shortly after , as did the art is t 

Fred Bennett and Val Reading, while H.N. Lewis abruptly vanished with­

out explanatio n or l a ter trace (a j ob for me t o so l ve, he jokingly 

remarked). 'rlilliam Murray Graydon vas lost aight of , and perha ps died , 

iJ1 Paris, and that vas the last seen of him. Ladbroke Black and John 

G. Brandon were tv o othe rs who died. Clifford Gates was another, in 

his case after tho var and as the result of a mine explosion. 

In addition t o the stori es he vrcto for th e Detectiv e Library , 

Mr. 'l'Wyman olso wrot o some for the Detective Weekl y and numerous other 

publications, Amal881111lted Press and otherwise . In tho Union Jack he 

is represented by only two sto ries - "Enter the President• already 

mentioned, and "The Case of Co1'1D8ck's Key," No. 1073. And, (fo r the 
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distaateful inf'ormation of llamiltoniaru,) he confesses t o being one of 
those untouchables, n substi tut e, with ''Billy Btmtcr's Legacy , 11 

~ No. 941, and "The Temptati on of Peter Ha.zeldene, " No. 949. 
It must be remembered that Mr. Twyman still writes for a living -

almost entirely for the American market - and is a busy man, so tbn.t it 
is good of him to allow me to visit him and aak so many questions. If, 
however, aI>::f reader has a part i cular ques ti on pertaining t o the .!!!l!2!l 
Jack that he would like to ask, if the enquiry is sent to .!!!.!!. I sm sure. 
Hr. Twyman will be pleased to supply the answer. 

Finally, here is an extract of a letter from Mr. Twyman t o Len 
Pnclanan. This ext ract is most interesting, and both Len and myself 
feel that its inclusion will be a fitting conclusion t o this littl e 
art ic le ••••.••• "I may say I am vas tly impressed by the work, not only 
of Nr . Lofts himself, but of o ther members , in so patiently and skil ­
fully as sembling t hrough deduction and research such a mass of inf ol'­
mation . Because of th e inevitable limitati ons of t he techniques th e, 
cnn use th ere are ooturally some errors - being gradutlly weeded ou~ 
as the whol es ale rese ar ch progress es - but on th e other hand some o:· 
the f acts I hnve read would, I am sure, have come as a revelation t~ 
my colleagues in the A.P., as t hey do to me. But of course there i • a 
difference between the situation of th e collector and that of th e 
editorial worker; you have th e whole r~ of the finished product 
bef ore you in which to c ompare, compile, evaluate and detect l apse~ 
into inconsistency; wherew, we lack both th e opportunity and incl:.­
nation for the historical approach because of deadlines and detail , 
t he preoccupetions of policy, of being harassed by authors and artists 
who si.mply won • t deliver to time, and of too much work and too little 
st,iff. Yes , there is a difference between running a paper and rw,ning 
down the facts about it long afterwards. It is the difference betwee n 
a man worki.ng with a fine-focus microsc ope snd anot her surveying th e 
scene with o. tele scope. 

One thin g s trik es me as odd - the care, aimost anxiety, to estab­
li sh the name of anonymous writers, or the real name behind a pseudonym, 
when tha.t name, when discovered , is jus t a. name that in many cases can 
be associated wi th no known individual. There is so seldom aI>::f clue 
as to what he looks like, even, th ough I sm gled to ae,y that during my 
time as editor of Union Jack I did run photo~ of most of the writ ers 
nnd artist s from time t o time - though, what of the coarse-screen 

halftones it was nec essary to use, even the subjects of the photos 
could hardly recognise themselves. 

-- --- - - ----·- - -- ------ ---------- ----·-· · -··-- ---- ·- -.. 
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Nevertheless, it is certainly a fine hobby - not the mere 

accumulation of collecting, but one with an appeal to nostalgia and 
the gl.amour of th e past, and with scope for acquiring fresh lmowledge 
by obse rv ation of lit erary styles, by research, and by a kind of 
Sexton Blakish detective 11ork generally, It's an~ kind of 
collecting; not just acquiring things to look at . And as hobbie s go , 
it's not expensive . 

We people who laboured to produce those old papers week by week 
little realised the eyes that would be upon us years hence, or 11hat 
custodians of a continuing tradition we were. Otherwise we might have 
been a bit moro careful despite the deadlines and the detail ..... " 
H***'***~lllUIIIUII.OHllllUIIIUllUlll*IIIIIIIIIU:IIIIHlllllllltlllllllllllUIIIIII 

UTrER EOX 

Oct ober 6th 1956, 

Dear Herbert Leckenby, 
I ruo very interested indeed in the Press extracts in the C.D. 

The interview with Gerald Campion is specially inten,sting: but I 
fancy the r eporter is rather off the mark about those 11weary yearst1: J 
f or I have the best of reasons t o know that Campion enjoys his role 
- as what actor could fail to enjoy a rol e which he plays better 
than anyone else could? Campion is a born actor, and I believe that 
he could play any part he chose: and the role of Bunter is not so easy 
as niany viewers may fancy it i s . A j ob well done is never easy but 
always enjoyable . 

In th e other extract, it is said that Frank Richards said frankly 
t hat he still works because he =t eat l Now, that i s th o truth, but 
not the whole. Certainly I have to earn my livelihood, like sr,y other 
man, and I am very happy t o be able t o do so by means of Bunter: but 
if I were a millionaire, I should st ill write, because I love writing, 
and because my readers, bless their hearts, want to read what I write. 
If some Haecenas came along and presented me with a Sabine fa.rm, the 
first article I should instal there i;ould be a typewriter: and its 
cheery click would still be mus ic to my ears just as it is now, 

With kindest regards, 
Always yours sincerely, 

FllANK RICHAR!S. 
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HAMILTON I ANA 
Compile d by Herbert Leckenby 

Greyfriars fans get a good share of the l imeli ght each month in 
these columns but this month I run sure they will not complain if they 
are kept in the wings for once to allow the St . Ji.ms loyalists to take 
the ful l s t age for once. For I don ' t thing there's any need to retlind 
you tha t just fifty years ago, on 3rd November , 1906, the very first 
s t ory of St. Ji.ms appeared in the yellow - covered "Pluck " and surely 
that ' s an occasion well worth ce l ebrati."'lg. 

In annatm.cing it the previous week the editor wrote : 
1Your second complete story will be from the pen of Mr. Charl es 

Hamilton , our popul a r schoo l sto ry writer. Readers of his t ale in 
this number, "The Lyn.dale First, 11 wi l l, without doubt, be more than 
pleased we have another story fran his pen so soon. 

His story for nex t Saturday's 11Pluck 11 will be entit l ed 11Jack 
Blake of St . Jilo ' s," and I will ask you t o read it carefully fo r this 
reason . It will fo= the first of a series of school stories written 
round Jack Blake who, I have not the slightest doubt , will speedily 
make himself one of the most popular characters ,;ho have ever appeared 
in 11.Pluok. tt' 

Well , according to a letter I had fro o Mr. Charles Hao:ilton about 
nine years ago, those words were written by Mr, H.J. Garrish tru.t 
A. P. veteran who died only a few months ago. He wns an opticist ::t 
the ·tiloe but little would he dree.c that fifty years on trot St . JiJ;ls 
would sti ll be verJ much in the picture, nnd No. 106 of 11Pluck" worth 
a very hands ome sum. 

Well , here :ire some recollections, s t arting nppropric.t ely wi t h 
something from th-= author who start ?d it all: 

Dear Herbert Leckenby, 
I s it really fifty yecrs? 
An ol<l. boy who has l ong exceeded the Psalm.is t ' s el lotted span 

out;ht , I suppose , when remind ed of '-' story written fifty yecrs ago, 
to feel tha t "crabbed age" has supervened at lnst . 

Sonehow, I don't feel in the least like that. 
To me, the first St. Ji.ms story , written half - a- century since ,. 
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is as fllll\iliar as the 1 .... t, written n fe\l months ago . Jack Blake'o 

arrival at the old school is os fresh as his proceedings in "Down ond 

Out, " which won ' t be published till next yenr . Sooehow or other , so 

fer ns vri ting io concerned, Time seems to s t and s t ill . Dun loquimur , 

fugerit in,1.dll aet&S, snys Horace : but one doesn't feel l ike it: at 

least Frank Richo.rds doesn •t. 
Don' t I remoober sitting at a sunny window, at a llo. 7 Res:dngton, 

t apping out that s tory, li ft ing the roll er every now ond then t o s~ 

how St . Jill's was ge tt ing on - that """ before the days of "visible" 

typing! And bow pleased I vas by the kind reception H.J. Garrish gnve 

it . Like our old fri end Oliver 'l\dst he asked for core : with the 

result th.c. t the morefulness W!l3 terrific l The boys of St . J irn ' s 

turned out to be Pet er P= : and if their auth or is a little more 

like Tithonuo, why grouse? 
Aft erall, what ' s half -a - century? The ot her day I was reading 

Teneyson: and s comical parody of some of his vers es in "Maud" car.ie 

into ey bead . 
What shall I be at ninety, 

With a decade s till t o run, 
If I find the world so jolly, 

When I'm only eighty - one! 

Wi t h kind rega.."US, 

* * * * • 

Very sincerely, 
IBANK RIC!WilS. 

A PILLAR OF ST. JIM'S 
by 

Robert Parish 

Con.oiderably th e worse of wear, lik e myself, a copy of PLOCK No. 

106 (Now Seri es) lies before oe as I write , e.~d it was in this nlElber 

date d llovember 10th 1906 that there appeared the first story of St. 

J:iJa' s , the story telling of t he arrival c t the sch ool, which was t o 

become loved by t housands of young readers of the cm, of that sturdy 

l~d fror.i Yorkshire, Jock Blake . . 

Surely PLUCK No. 106 {Nev Series) marked t he beginning of an era 

in boys • l iterature, the lik e of vhich had never been seen before and 

which, 1n el l proba bil ity, will never be seen ag:,in . That St . J io ' s , 

its staff and boys should be so alive tod oy in the hearts and minds 

of old reooers of the GEM aft er the pru,9118') of fifty years is, in Ill)' 

·- -·-- ··--· - -- ·----- ·-- - - -- --- - - --·- - - -
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opinion, an achievement on the part of Martin Clifford which has not 
yet been fully recognised. 

Jack Blake was always a favourite of mine, his courage, deter­
mination, initiative and reliability appealing to me in maey a story 
of St. Jim's. He was Gussy's rough and r eady guardian, and the 
following exchange between him and Gussy, often repeeted in the peges 
of the GEM, never foils to make me smile whenever I come across it:-

111You silly ass, 1 roared Blake. 
'\/eally, Blake, I wish you wouldn't woar at me. I have often 

told you befooh that it thwows me into quite a fluttah when I em 
was.red at. "' 

Good old J ec k Blml:e. He was one of the best and, without 
question, a pillar of St. Jim's. 

Glli No. 15 

* * * * * 
DO YOU REMD1BER? 

by 
D.B. Webs ter. 

THE ST. JIB'S CURJ.~'E 

I don't think m=y road, far less remember , this story. It 
introduces Rev. Frank Dodds of Huckleberry Heath who turns out to be 
the opposite to what Tom Merry & Co. expected. Instead of being a 
weedy sort of indi vidutl, he is - as Martin Cliffords sa.m-" man 
of fine physique and a stalwart son of the Church. His stay at St. 
Jim's coincides with the visit of th e Grey-friars Junior Cricket Te 81!l, 
and George Yorke, the Grey-friars' skipper (not Harry Wharton, for the 
"Nagne t" hlld not even been thought of in June 1907 when this story was 
written) asks permission to play a Fifth Fonner whose =me is - would 
you believe it - Ponsonby J (not our Cecil, surely?) • To even up 
matters, it is agreed that St. Jim's play the curate and th e result is 
amazing. St. Jim's scored 100 in quarter of an hour without the loss 
of e wickot (Figgins and !Ir. Dodds), and Grey-friars were out for NIL 
twice, Mr. Dodds taking 19 wickets and catchints the other man off Tom 
Merry's bowling. What an all-rounder for the English Test Team he'd 
have made. As for Ponsonby and Greyfriers School, str~ how forth­
coming events cast their shadows before them . 

* • ... * * 
MY FAVOURITE PERIOD OF THE "GEW' 

bv Leonard Peckman. 
Soe~ that I have been on ardent "Gem" enthusiast from the day 
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in 1915 when 1 first started Nadin8 it, the selecting of a particular­

ly favoured per iod should be rather difficult; but in actual fact it 

is very easy. 
For 11&, no period can compare with th e first 17 blue and white 

issues vith the tvo-c oll.l!lll printing, folloving the original green(?) 

cover. 
The serial numbers l'llll from 437 to 45J inclusive, and let me say 

right a.way that the fact of se ven of the stories being written by J . N. 

Pentclow ll8aDS not~ to 110 now - any ""re than it did vhen 1 was a 

boy. In tho se early days, 1 knew nothing about subs titute writers, 

olthougb ot times I, no doubt in cOIIIDOn vi th others , fo\llld some of 

these 'l ess oppealing. • So far as this little 'run' is concerned, 

however, I always ha.ve and Qlways shall consider t hem.!!!! deiightful. 

st ories. 
Let us tcke a very brief glan ce tbro\J8h the titles and see vha t 

sort of fore the st ories provided: 
No, 437 "A Strsnge Secret" vas a. s"'iuel to 4J6, "Under Gussy's 

Prot ec tion,• featur ing Volentine Outra,,, {Purkiss, the extreme l y strong 

Reformatory lad). 
!lo, 438 "A Schoolboy's Sacrifice" featur<ld Wilkins, and 4J9 "The 

Snob of the School " found Percy Melliah playing a leading part in a 

story about his soldier cousin. 
l::l !lo. 440 tile Var Profiteer's son Aubr<ly Racke arrived, the 

title of th e story being most appropriat e: "Moneybags Minor." 

No, 441 ''Too Clever by Half" found St . Leger and Trimble in the 

limeligh t (much to their regret) , whil st 442 "The School boy Reporter• 

st:>rrod Dick Redfeni, one of the tr io of scholarship-boy chums. 

No. 44J "Grundy th e Detective" was o typical G.A.G. yarn in which 

ho applies his 'genius' to the task of fincliJ18 Harry Manners missing 

camera. 
No. 444 "Every Inch a Hero" is a story that 1 am very fond of, for 

it introduces a chsrming girl athlete by the name of Sylvia carr. 
No. 445 vas entitled "The Patriots of St . Ji.m's," and No. 446 

"Kildare's El:>em,y," in vhi ch Sydney CU ve arrived nt the school. 

No. 447 "Holiday Camp" wos another specinl favourite sto ry or 

mine , for Syl vin Carr was foatured once again , as Qlso vas the case in 

the following issue "Heroes of the F01lrth , • 

No. 449 "Pricnda or Foes?" f ea tuJ:ed Talbot and Crooke. 

No. 450 "Levison on the Vc.rpo.th" vas another s tory I lik ed very 

wch , This is one of the yuns in which !mest Levison cOGlposed one 

' 
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of his cunning liJ!le ri cks unfav ourable t o Tom Merry and vhich Tom, in 

ell innoc ence , inserted in 'Tom Merry' e Veekly . ' 
!lo, 451 "Levi son Minor• sow the arrival of Frank Levison , the boy 

vbose influence had much to do with b1a elder brother's ultimate 

reforma ti on , 
No, 452 featured Dick Redfern again in "RE,dfom to the Res CUB, " 

and No. 453 "By Cousin Ethel's \fish" ends the little run, 
Truly a fine asso rtment of stori es , and all of them illus t r at ed 

by my favourite arti s t, llarvick Reynolds . 
Many stories in other periods r onk: high in my esteem , part i cularly 

during t he years 1917, 1918 and 1919 but, for me, these bl ue and white 

tvo-colmn "C-S" wUl cl.ways be - real~! 
• · * ..... 

DO YOU RDm!BSR? Bv Roger II. Jenkins 

No. 21 - Gems 74}-747 - Rogue Rackstraw Series 

1922 was one of tbe best years of the Gem, and th e Rogue Rack­

strav se ri es poss esse d all the requisit e ingredients of a good tale , 

including a novel and ingenious plot. Despite all thes e aus picio us 

concomitants , however, the series failed to ring the bell. Perhaps 

the shortn ess of the s tori es was th e cause ( they se ld om exceedod nine 

chapters at this tiJDe}, or perhaps the autho r was not up to his usual 
f orm, At aey rat e , the ep ic was told in a jerky manner which did less 

than full jus tic e t o the originsli ty of the theme . 

The sto ry r evo lved around a remarkable series of kidnappinas, 

vhi ch began with Tom Karry and Kildsre. Dr. Holmes paid C500 to 

ransom Tom Merry, and then further kidnappi.neS occurred - Lowther, 

Gordon Gay, Inspector Fix, Mr. Railton, Manners and Talbot. The real 

he ro of the series vas l(ildrake, and it vas be who gue ssed half vay 

through that the culp rit was Mr. Brown the miller, of Wayland Moor . 

liildrake became th e co nfidant e of Inspecto r Fix, and he played t he 

game on hi s ovn l a t er vhen the Inspector di sappeared, being re sponsi bl e 

in the l ast number for the s uccessful dramatic climax. 
It vas pleasant to heve Toa, Merry ..ore prominently fe a tured once 

"88in and there is no doubt tbD.t th e a tmosphere of tensi on and 

anxiety vas well depicted. Ye t it was perhape too large a tb<De t o be 

handled success fully in some fo rty odd chapters. The events were too 

rapid snd the chara cters too n.-rous to all ow the r eader t o take in 

fully th e bevilderill8 sequence of disasters. Hamilton fans with a 

taste f or this type of st ory would be be tt er advi sed to turn to an 

ear lier, and far superior, s e ries in Nos . 906-91 1 of the Boys • Friend 
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(reprinted in No, 20 of tho Schoolboys• Own Library), where the msnner 

in whi ch the Fisticol Four disappeared one by one was re la ted most 

oerily and ri th conaumate ski ll on t he approp r intc ly smll.ll er canvas 

of Rookwood School . The Rookwood series was aa canpect and inti.llate 

as t he St. Jim ' • series vos amorphous and impersonal . One of the drow­

boc.'<s of the Gem waa that the author began ri th plenty of space but vos 

cut dcwn severely and pemonently ru't er the fi rst ten yeors. The 

Rool<vood stories were ru.vays on a 9111811 scale, a factor which helped 

them to retain a much more consistent ste.ndn:cl. A disappointing aeries 

like that of Rogue Reckstrav would th us not have occurred in the Rook­

wood sage., but, though the ser ies was not up to standard , it was not o. 
failure , Md the render who prefers st,,dy No. 10 in the Shell pos~ 

will find o good denl in this series t o please him. For a lover of the 

old bl ue Gems, t his is " r eco ... endntioo which covers a multitude of 

sins . • * * * * 
SOME RFX:OLLECTIONS OF "THE '!'OFF" STORIES 

by 
George Sellars 

Reginnld Talbot, "The Toff, " th e boy who passed from shadow t o f 
sunshine, is in JDlf opinion one of the most popular and gre a test chor-­

octers 111 Charles Bllllilton's Callery. A series of stories ent itled 

"Tlle Call of the Pust ," •enst out from the School " Md "Loyal to t he 

Last " to my lllind are about the most powerful of sll the "Toff" stori es 

which is enying a gre:, t deal . The first story tolls hov St. Jim's 

is in th e grip of an epid emic of "Flu" caused by the j uniors pl.eying 

fo otbal l in ~ t orre ntial downpour of rein . The Staff in the sanatorium 

is not adequate of course t o deru. ri th oll th e pati ent s Md extr a work 

so Dr. Holmes is compelled to eo&age llllOther nurse to help Miss Pinch 

in her duties . Talbo t andD'orcy go to the station to meet l!iss Smart, 

"The Little Sister of th e Poor" as she i s cnlled, and "'.n!e Toff" 

receive s ll ~nt surprise when he reco¢zes Miss Smart os an old 

nssocinte of the Angel All ey gnng of crooks and his ovn dark past . 

None other in fact than l",orio Rivers, tile d,,ui;hter of John Rivers 

"The Professor" ond bend of t he g,mg of criminals of which Talbot only 

11 short time ago W&S 11 member before ho earned the King ' • Pardon. 

>larie us es all her charlnin8 influence to persuad e "The Toff" to return 

to the old life and the gang , but Talbot is resolllte and remains loyal 

to tho trust and f ai th his friends have placed in him, 

Instood , he in his tum tries to persuade Marie to give up tho 
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life of crime and the gang, but she scorns the idea lllld says she will. 
never desert her father. 11The Professor" also fails in his attempt 
to lure Talbot to return to his former life, which makes Marie's 
f o.th er more determined than ev er to carry out his plans at St. Jim's, 
thereby placing Talbot under suspicion and his return to the old lil'e. 
He employs Marie to do his rascally work for lrim; seve r al robberies 
occur et St . Jim ' s i:nd Talbot warns Marie that if her father contmues 
to carry on with these thefts at the School he will inform the Police 
that "The Professor" is in Rylcombe. Also that he will take the blame 
for the robberies rather than see the girl arrested with her father, 
for Mnr.ie is determined that if her father goes to prison she will go 
with him. However, "The T<,ff" is resolved to tell "The Profe8sor 11 

what he mtends to do. Talbot leaves the girl in a re.moreseful mood 
and very unhappy, for 11The Taff" was to suffer in her place - to save 
her . That was his return for her share in the plot against him . 
Eventually "The Professor" is beaten in a battle of vi ts by Talbot 
threatening to phon e Inspector Skeet and himself to tEike th" blame of 
pl undering the School. John Rivers is compel led to leave m a hurry 
leaving "The Toff 11 to return the stolen plWlder, and St. Jim's 
believing the whole affair to be a practical joke. 

(To be contmued) 

* * * * * 
NOI'E:- A,; we were about to go to press, a long and extremely mter­
esting articl~ caine along from Eric Copeman entitled "Those Early Gems 
- Some Strey Thoughts ." They may be stray thoughts; they are 
certainly well put together as you '11 agree when you read th e fi.rSt 
instalment nex t month. (H.L.) 
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Boy's OWn Annual, Vols. 9 , 12. 7/6d . each. 
Captain, Vol. 20. 5/ -
Holiday AJmual 1926, 12/6d. All post free . 
Girl ' s Own Annuals, Vols. 4, 6, 8, 12. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK VOOD 

J 28 Stoc kton Lane, York. 

* * • * .. * * * * 
Some time ago , we had a n\ll!lber of attracti ve charact er sketches 

by our Canndian member, Bernard Thome. Here is anot her, about one of 

Eclvy Searl es Brooks • s most inte:ro sting characters and one of the l eading 

lights of th e St . Frnnl<s' see::•-_ * * * 
ST. FRANK •s CHARACTERS 

No. 4. Ralph Leslie Full wood 

Ralph Loslic Ful l wood, with Reggio Pitt t he most famous of Edwy 

Searl es Brooks I s "re formed" charact ers , was at St . Frank's at the 
int rodu ct ion of tha t school in Old Seri es No. 1 \ 2, and was s till e. mem- • 

bcr of tha i\omovo Form when !Ir . Brooks and t ha Nelson Lee Library cade 

thei r final bow. An ex t remely talented socce r fo n,e.rd and e.n abovc-
avcr '18" cri cketer , Ralph was one of tho l eading lights of tho J unior 

School. But it was not al ways so: Brooks has rar ely por t r ayed a mor e 

bl e.ck-gua rdly chara cter than Fullwood as be was when Richord Bermett, 
as ~i pper was then known, came to St. Frank's in Old Series No. 112. 

At thst time , Fullwood was junio r captain of t he Fossils , and t he 

Anci ent licuse had never known c wor se skipper. I t is a puzzl e to us , 

who follo wed the life of the "Lee" through thick and t hin, that even 

with th e becking of Gulliv er and Boll , De Velcri e , Merrill and Marri ott, 

Fullwood was el l owed to reign supreme by Handfort h , 'iatson , Trogellis ­

Wcs t 6lld Co. But someone hed to l oad and we wonder if Mr, Brooks did 
not feel tha t it was better for NipJ)6r to depose o tyrant than one of 

th o fellow s ·,ho were to become hi s s taunch fri ends , 
Be that es i t DJBI/, Ful lwood, after n bitt er duel duriJl€ whic h 

Nip por was sent to Coventry, ducked in t he Fount nfa , and genor .:>lly mis­

trentcd , vns defeate d . And th.et over throw wns tho com.cncement of a 
se ri es of misfor tunes fo r Ralph that final ly tominated wit h his r ed­

empti on . In O.S. 141 , Cecil De Valer ie, lmown e.s the "Rotto r " and ono 
of Full wood ' s sta unche st el l ies, fina ll y severed t he fri endshi p and 

went over to Nipper and Co. In O.S . 167 and 168, Mlwo od set out to 
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di scre dit a new boy named Browne , only to have his schemes rebound 

1<hen the now boy prov ed to bo none otb e r than tbe Duke of Somerton . 

The coming of Reggi e Pitt in O.S. 170 gr,.ve ,,. fre s h impetus to Full­

wood ' s mean and vindi c tive nature . Pi tt , dubbed the "Serpont" by his 

Form-mates , had n more sp iteful make-up thnn Ralph, and un til "The 

Serpent's Redemption," O.S . 178, the Pitt - Full wood combina tion proved 

to be e. th om in th e s ide of the other Fossils. 
Eve.'l with the redeeming of Reggie Pitt, Fullwood continue d t o be 

a pretty t horough ra scal. Although, wo be lieve, prefer able to Cloudo 

Core-Pearce and Bernard Forrest, he had a reveneeful na t \lNl which was 

shown to th e full in O.S . No . 206, when Nipper, face d with expul s ion 

and disgr ace , was t he hel pla ss target of his spiteful t riumph. 

"You're kicked out, you s tinking ca d !" Fullw ood shouted jeeringly . 

"You 're sacked from th e sch ool - and good riddBn ce ! You thought the 

l!eud would l e t you stop , didn't you?" 
A;iain lllr . Br ooks paints Fullwood in very black col ours when he 

left St. Frank 's t o join Beech wood College run by t he Hon. DougltlS 

Singleton , And egain when he was made t o show a comple t e l oa t hing fo r 

Umlosi becaus e he was coloured, and Solomon Levi when he learned t hat 

th o new boy was a J ew. No boy entered the scho ol for t ho first time 

without becoming t he butt of hi s sneering remar ks and vindict ive 

nature . 
Ralph Leslio Ful lwood ' s cbsn8" in character came well over half 

way through the lif e of the Nol son Lee. The cbsn8" was first not ic ed 

by Ni pper durin8 the yacht wandere r's c ruis o in the Sou th Seas (O. S . 

530-536) , snd when the juniors r eturned to St. Frank' s the diff oren oe 

in Fullwood wes obvious to Gulliver and Bell . He no l onger smoked 

cigar ettes, nor did he sho w any great dos ire for thei r company. In 

o.s. 537, E.S . Brooks des crib es this change , and ve cann ot do better 

than quote his words : 
" .•••. Ful lwood was realizing it strong ly. Gulliver an d Bell 

grated upon him . Formerly he and they had pull e d toget he r as one, 

But now, f or some strruige reas on, they i rr i ta.t ed him beyond measure • •. 

Thay were different - they were unutt ore bly caddish and mean. He 

realiz ed it in every word and ac t io n. 
And Fullwo od, with a jarrin8 jolt, r ealized tha t i t was he who 

was different . Gulliv er a.nd Bell were ju;;t the same as ever - and 

not so very l ong 880 he had been just th e same! Now in some subtle 

way, his view - point """ altered. He l ooked at life f rom a dii'ferent 
ang l e . 



--- -- -- -- - · -- -···----- 300--------- - --- ------
Wos it because he had spent ao many pleasant weeks in th e company 

of Nipper and Pitt and Chri st ine, and o.11 the other decent fellows? •••• ' 
It is difficult t o say with certainty vhat did begin the change 

in Fullvood. Cert~inly we do not believe it was as a result of Nippe r, 
Pitt and Christine •s company during those weeks in the South Seas. 
There can be no doubt that Clive Russell had some influence, as had 
al so Ralph ' s old although half-submerged l ove for soc cer. 

Then come the news of his cousin: Eustace Car£Jy' s unsavoury 
adventure at Oxford where he assaul ted a fellow undergrad tllld n ed wit h 
tvo hundT<sd pounds. Gulliver and Bell had disc overed Carey's relation­
ship to Fullwood and had been quick t o use the infomat i on to blacl<lllail 
hi.rt; nnd it was as a result of th e re alization that when he was in 
trouble, his cronies and study-mates ei ther ignored him or used his 
s ecret as a means of extracting n little cash , that brought Fullwood 
to hi s sens es . On the other hand, tha decent f ellows whom he hcd 
e lwnys held in contempt now ceine forward vi th a genuine desire to l et 

bygones be bygones. They discuss ed football with hilt and Nipper even 
dr opped a hint that if Ralph improved his play, there would be an 
opening in the teem for hilll. llut hard on the heels of his new-found 
happiness =e the frightening news that Eusta ce Carey was in hiding It 
from the police at Moat Hollow end expected Ralph to assist him . And 
because Ccrey was his cousin, and nlso because of the change in his 
nilturc, Ralph did not hesitate; although re alizing fully the fact t hat 
he was putt ing himself in jeopardy with the school and the law , 

Eustace Cerey proved to be a thcrough scoundrel, end fullvood's 
anguish was intensif'ied when his cousin appeared in the guise of a new 
me.:iber of the Sixth Form, having vcylaid and i.I:lprisoned in Bellton 
Priory ruins n young man nruned Sttlllley Cl.e.vering. But Ralph had a 
staunch friend in Reggie Pitt's sister Winifred , who had first become 
attached t o him during t he South Seas ' c ruise. Clive Russell had also 
bccoroe the to:<er of strength, having further cemented th eir friendship 
by offeri.r.g to share Study H with hilll, This offer Ralph had refused , 
but had not forgotten the sincerity that lay behind it . 

Much happened befo re the cloud of his rnsco.lly cousin's crimes 
was lifted from bis he ,:d. But finally in O.S. 541, Ralph won through 
end foced the futuxo at St, Frank's with a new fe eling of cal.ol and 
h..oppiness. Clive Russell bad vacated his own study to join him, and 
ilinnie Pitt hnd shown hilll that she valued his friendship; l as tly he 
had becoce n valunble member of th e Junio r El.even . Old Sories 541 
closed on a che erful not e : 



·- -----------'309 ---- ---- -- ----
"Fullwood rose to his feet, stretched hi:nsolf, and looked out into 

the gathering dusk. 
'This is my first term at St . Frnnk's !' he t old himself softly . 

'There w&B another fellow here before that - but he's dead now - ruid 
goo d riddance to bad rubbish!' 11 

So we ccme to the new Ralph Leslie Fullwood - a Fullwood that is 
fo.miliar to later readers of the Nelson Lee Library - a Fullw ood that 
stood stoutly at the side of Lord Dorrimore, Nelson Lee ond Nipper in 
their fight to rescue Yung Ching in tho China series - a Fullwood who 
beceme a prominent member of the Vigilantes formed by Nipper to thwart 
the rascality of Bernard Forr est and Co. in the First New Series No. 
26, and fought successfully agains t his old folly of gambling . This 
was a Fullwood far reooved from the old days of the Fossils and 
Clnssicals - a Fullwood that we grew to lov e with Handforth and Pitt, 
Archie Glenthorne and William llapoleon Browne, Willy Handf"orth and 
Vivi.ml Travers. 

Today we have no St. Fronk• s as others !Ulve Greyfriars and Rook­
wood; we have no Billy Bunter and Harry Wharton, Vernon Smith and 
Gussy; but as we pass happily along our we ll-fill ed bookshel vos, 
s~ l.aciing here and there one of those gaily coloured papers that have 
siven, and always will give us so !!:UCh happiness, we thank the powers 
t!Ult be for EdWY Searles Brooks, who for all his critics, f!P.V9 us St, 
Francis College and its Schoolboys, and not the least - Ralph Leslie 
Fullwood. 

* * * * * 
Here are the answers to James Cook's memory teat s in l o.st month's 

C.D:-
1. Pnge 22 - Coming of the Serpent - Series No. 175; 2. Page 8 -
Colonel Clinton - Series No. 189; 3. Page 17 - The Bullies' Le~ -
Ser ie s No. 200; 4. Page 21 - Nipper's Expulsion - Series No. 207 ; 
5 . Page 8 - Singleton the Spendthrift - No. 240; 6. Page 22 - Remove 
Mnster's Delusion - No. 256; 7. Pag o 27 - El Dorado - No. 269; 
8. Front Page - Schoolboy Cinema Owners - No. 2ffl; 9. P&gc 31 -
Schoolboy Communists - No. }48; 10. Page 16 - South Seas - No. 374; 
11 • Page 12 - Alf Huggins - No. 41 O; 12. Page 19 - Buster Boots -
No. 438; 13. Page 14 - Dr. Karnak - No. 450; 14. Page 14 - William 
K. Smith - No. 460; 15. Page 7 - Moat Hollow - No. 502 ond 16. Page 
6 - Ezra Quirke - No. 546. 
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OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB 

LONJXlN SECTION 

There was a vecy excellent attendance of 17 members at the October, 
East Dulwich meeting. The Packman trio of hosts were in sparkling 
form e.nd excelled themselves with the only quiz of the evening. Thia 
was a vecy good effor t and a worthy winner was Charlie Wright . A close 
second and third were Bob Whiter and Frank Vernon-Ley respectively. 
Globo Trotter, Alan Stewart, gave a very good talk on his travels, 
telling of his meetings with Les Rowley in Tokio, Brian Holt in lc<>­
lond and Ji.mo\)' Iraldi and Fred Griffin in Now York. It is a great 
ploRSur e to be oble t o announce that at the meeting at Kensington on 
November 18th, Alan will be projecting sane of his coloured slides 
that ho took on his world wanderings , Also at this meeting, host 
Dovid Harrison vill be giving a cinema show. Alan's talk was very well 
enj oyed by all present. Then Roger Jenkins gave us a few interesting 
chaptors fro m the Bunter Court series of the S.O.L. mid judging by the 
laughter these were greatly enjoyed, The usual sales and exchangos 
took place and great interest was taken in a Swedish and Spanish edition 
of tho "Sexton Blake Library." Thus on to the usual happy conclusion 
and tho look fo,...ard to tho Kensington , Noveober meeting , 

* * * * * 
UNCLE BEllJ AMIN, 

:IO!lTEERN S&:TION MEETING, I 3th OCTOBER, 1956. 

The dat e was the I 3th and the nUJ:1ber of raembers present was 13 
but no-one seemed n t all woITied ~ 

In the ebsence of J, Breeze Bentley, the Chair vas taken by 
Herbert who had the plcnsur e of volcoming back to the fold !Jarry Barlow, 
ono of the founders of the Northern Section. 

Due to the ill health of Mrs. Bentley, Breeze had regr etfully 
asked tc be released from his position as Chairman . He suggested the 
appointnent of a ternporacy Chairman until th e next Annual Generru. 
Meeting, Acting on this, Cercy proposed Stanley Soith and this propo­
sru. was seconded by Ernest \lhiteheed. 

Takin,: the chair, Stanley thanked '111 the mecbers end hoped that 
Breeze would still be able to manage to g,,t to some of the Meetin8s 

• 
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ond that Mrs. Bentley ' s heal th would rapidly ioprovo. 
The rest of the business wo.s soon doal t with and we then all 

settled down l eaving the main event of the evening t o Herbert - his 
talk being "Papers from 1900 - 1910 , " end a nice in t eresting l ooking 
pile ho hD.d on the tabl e in front of hit!. 

It was in August 1899 when Herbert was playing with a few friends 
that c. ~irs. Porter asked hit! to run an errand and rewarded him afte r­
wards with two papers - The Boys Fri end and a Nugget . Froc that day, 
Her bert graduated fror., comes and started on boys• papers . The Boys 
Realm, Boys Her !lld, Surprise, Boys Leader, Big Bwi8et, tle.rvel, Union 
Jack, Pluck , True Blue Library and dozens more. Then with pride, 
Herbe r t held up a copy of that first Boys Friend he hlld read. More 
happy stories and not so happy , as the one in which his uncle took two 
papers he had just bought, tore them in shreds and sea ttered them in 
the ro ad. He not only read the English books but also some American 
5 cc,nt books which he used to buy from the second - hand bool'.stalls in 
Leeds marke t after cycling over f rom Yor k fo r them . 

All too soon it got near refreshment tiri e and Herbert I s most 
interesting and enjoyable talk drew to a close Md as he said, 11Wlw.t 
is there in this hobby of ours which makos such m~aries re-appear with 
such ease and as clear as if th e y had occurred only yesterday? 11 

A well - deserved round of appl,,use c l osed the first half of the 
progr amme. 

Following the refreshments , we had a quiz set by Gerry Allison, 
the first two past the post being Mollie Allison with ten points and 
J"ack Wood a cl ose second with nine points . 

Wa wolttld up with a double acrostic also set by Gerry, but sad to 
say , no-one got anywhere ne ar coc:pleti..ng it. Make it slightly easier 
next ti.,ie Gerry, pleas e ! 

Next ,:ieeting 10t h Novetiibor, when wo shall have a Controversial 
Discussion Session on a number of set topics of which the members ench 
hav e o copy . A few interesting likes and dislikes shoul.d be aired at 
this meeting. R. HOOOSON. 

* .. . * * 
MIDLAND BRANCH - SEPW>IBER MEETillG 

This was held 24th Septemb er at our new headquarters in the 
Chambers of C'o1Ilr::l.ercet New Street . Attendance wus low owing to holi­
deys and illness. Fonnal business consisted most l y of appreciation of 
the good work by the Chainnan in securing the room. Also the Chai= 
added . his own personal thank s t o those _expressed _ by the Club in _ _ _ 
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general , to Mr. Ted Davey for his past services as Secretary. 
The programme consisted of two subjects for debate propo6ed by 

the writer . Item one drew eJ;tention to the unique fact thflt Frank 
Richards• total number of J.lnsters and lloodtiasters ot his three main 
schools n\llllberod 19 broholors out of 22 in al l . Only the three Bead 
11berucs11 were mrried men. W's.a this an oversight or was th"1rG any bias 
ago.inst rr.arried masters? A very enjoyable debate ensued. The next 
item we.a: Did Frank Richards • se l ection of na.mes for his vari ous 
clw.rncters hint of e. certain snobbishness, a good example being High­
cliffe whore we look fo r snobbery . Mostly all there hove aristocratic 
sounding ~s . On the other hond, the lesser fr;, such as second.o.ry 
character, ocrn:.nts nnd local trndesmcn have more or less cOfl:ml.on 
soundin,: n,u,cs. Another interesting discussion followed. A few 
agreed th nt the names fitted the chllracters or vice versa . Some agreed 
that Frank Richerds followed on in the Dickens• pattern. 

These two items were finished off by Oil enjoyable re nding fran 
"Teddy Lester" and so ended a very satisfactory first night at the new 
"ho1:i.e11

• 

* * * * * 
W. H. BRCISTER. 

MERSEYSIDE SJ;X;TION - SUNDAY I OCTOBER 14th 

The oeetinP, wns opened by the Secretary re ading the Septe~ber 
r..i.nutcs c:nd the fincncfr.l stD.t e of the branch. A sc.tisfo.ctory SUI:l was 
onno'Wl.ced to be in h.o.nd, ruid it wos egrced by nl l thet some of this 
should be used to n:.ake further purchases of books to build up the 
librnry. 

The Chni.m.o.n, Don Webster, then told us th.~t it w.ns to be very 
much regretted that Nr. C.11. ChajX]lllll vould not be able to attend the 
ma,~ting but, us the next best thing, would judge o. competition f or us. 
All neI!lbcrs of the Merseyside Section, present and absent, nro asked 
to do a sketch of 11.G. Bunter end bring thCI!: to the Novcn,ber meeting . 
The3c will tho:i be sent to Mr. Chap;wi who will judge thcl!l ond ~ward 
n sr..all prize for the winner. 

The C!J.:>iman nl.so announced that Herbert Leckenby had said he 
would be only too pleased to .1.ccopt the invitation to bec~lile Vice­
President of the Club. 

A very fine ond unusunl quiz sent by an absent , but woll - rernembcred 
friend, Fronk Unwin, was then tackled. Wo were supplied with n list of 
charccters from which we had to deduce the ti tlc of the book ond the 
nome of the author. Many of tho questions were outs id e the normal 
rnnge , llJ'ld the results revcnled a surprisi.."lg kncr..tledge of lit erature 

' 
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in g,,nerol. The result showod Mr. G. Windsor first, i.r. Walsh 
second and Mr. G. Riley third. Next oonth 's quiz to be pres e nted 
by tho writer. 

After tea and biscuits an informal discussion took place as to 
whether the scope o:f our quizzes should be enlarged. It was fol t by 
s orae that we were r e lying too rruch on Groyfriars, St. Jim's, Rookwood 
and St. Frcnk's, end that we were not covering all the other Old Boys ' 
Books as well ~s we should. It was agreed, however, not to go outsid e 
th e range of 1'hat nre generally to be considered o.s 110ld Boys' Books. 11 

Next meeting: Sundny 11th Novembc,r ( 7 p . ;o.) and don ' t :forget 
the sketch of W.G. Bunter. 

OBITUARY 

NORMAN PRAGIIELL, 
Secretary. 

F.dward Ernest Brisco e ( 1882- 1956) 

Ernest Br is coe wc s o gentleman of the old school nnd al though 
hnd only lmown him n matter of some nine months, his pnssing has 

meant the loss of a personal friend. A greet lover of the country, 
he liked nothing better than to tramp for miles across th o Wecld of 
Kent and he often walked th e legs off far younger men. Of late 
years he had chieUy concentrated on painting wat er colours cninly 
of country scenes centring on lln,ges in Belgi\.U11 for which town he 
hnd a special fondnass. He was never satisfied with hie own work and 
like the true artist rege.rdcd money only as something to be got to 
enabl & hiJr. to paint e s and when he wanted. 

For many of his early years he wns one of the main artists 
nss ocia.tcd with the Boys' Realm and practically e vsry s.porting 3tory 
ove r o. long pe::':i.od (including the femou.s 11King Cricket 11} wns il l us­
trat ed by hill'.. Much of his work opJX'ared in the pink days of the 
Union Jnck and a study of some of these drawings shows the i::unense 
car e and detail he put into all his work. At a. lat e r period between 
the Wars ho did hundreds of illustrations (Minly historical) for 
tho Boys• Own Pnpor but to most of us he will be remembered for the 
vecy fL'l'l0 sari.es of British Schools thl'.. t appeal'ed in the Old Series 
of the Ne lson Lee Library and his wonderful drawings of St . Fre.nk's 
nnd its environment. He certainly gave a fine air of reality to the 
Old School , so with his passing let us t nkc off our hats to a "very 
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g:lllnnt gentlemen. 11 

F. VERNON LAY. 

UllCLE JlEt!J /\MIN by Leonard Paclmm 

I om sorry if the title is ir.islea.ding, so far as C.reyfriars I 

enthusiasts are concerned , for it is not ~bout the Uncle Benjnmin 
respected so highly by the one onu only Alonzo Theophilus Todd but 
Ben \lhiter, Secretary of the (London) Old Boys ' Book Club. 

l'\y own present status in the club, coupled wi th that of Chairo.nn 
of tho Sexton Blake Circle, admits of tclcing up quite a lot of r,y free 
tin:o, but until I rod roeson to call on Ben recently - I usual ly only 
s oc hiJn at our club roeotings - I had no idea of the 1'llgl"litude of his 
sccreterial octivities: to be honest, I was really astonished. 
· A quiet, unn.ssuming chap, 'Uncle' .&n's postbag would d.a.tmt any-
one ( excep t Herbert Leckenby) , and when I S<>Y that every lett er is 
a.ru::;wcred prooptly , every question raised therein and every request 
(w!icro p,ss ibl o) cerriod out equo.lly speedily and meticulously, it r:,ey 
be cs tir::i.utcd ru; tc how much of his free time is devot ~d to this facet 
of th·> hobby. But this is only~ of his )mckstago operations. &.ch 
now 1Bu.'1.tcr' or other Hru:liltonian book released finds 'Uncle ' Ben 
staggering homo with n lon.d that would •crease' .me, ea.ch a..'ld every 
copy wrapped , addr€ssed end posted to our r.,any postnl members throU8h­
out the country nn.d overseas; added to this he is frequently asked 
to cbtci.n copies of eorlier of these public.:.tions . Thus, 1bnng 1 goes 
prn.ctic .1.~ly tho remainder of his leisure time; but to top it off he 
keeps a ciet oilod record of all finnncial inconu ,1gs and outgoings 
relating to thes~ purchases (as distinct froi:: his brother Bob, the 
Club 1 s adcir:.blo treasurer and C.D. artist, of whom &are in the near 
future). 

1Uncle' Ben's profussion onto.Us n lot of hBrd work (how i 
shudder!), and -..hon ono reali,es that he has been the club secretary 
for nearly eight years (almost from tho beginning) and ht.s never 

'cased up' on his secretarial work, it may be judged how ooch - or 
r ;:ithor how little - ti.lle he hos to himself for personal cetters. 
ThroUBhout th e whole of this long period he has r.over once been heard 
to grumble or suggest •a change ', e.nd I hope to goodness I aiil not 
putting ideas into his head in tb:.t direction. 
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G.ii. WAKEFIELD - A MYSTERY SOLVED! 

by w.o.G. Lofts 

One of the biggest mysteries in the field of l!omil tonia - and 
controversial, too - concerns the artist, G.W. Wakefield, for many 
yea:rs the illustrator of Rookwood stories in the "Boys' Friend" ( the 
old 11g:reen 1un11). lie also did a lot of work for a m.unpor of other 
papers, particula.rly "Fi.lo Fw111 in its earlier years. 

Wakefield's style was uru:dstakable, his characters always being 
depicted with cherubic faces. 

For many yenrs it w!lS generally understood that this artist w!lS a 
mru,, but a well-lmown collector (and late A.Press artist), now dead, 
was under the impression that it was a woman - Grace Wakefie l d. Now 
this collector ra:rely made a mistake, but in this particulor case I om 
afraid his memory was at fault, for I am able t o reveal that the ruioe 
was GEORGE WILLID! \IAKEFIELD! 

This official information was recently given to me by an A. Press 
editor (not H.~r. Twyman), who also told me that Wakefield died some 
yee:rs ago. 

Like the late E.E. Briscoe, Wakefield did not visit the A.P. very 
often, henco the cocipe.rat i ve obscurity. 

Thus, another mystery has been solved. 
Whilst on the subject of artists, the following may interost 

•comic paper' enthusiasts. 
In a recent C.D. article, I said that "Tiger Tim" and the other 

famous "Bruin Boys" were created by H. S. Foxwell . On this point "(/ 
infoxnant was incorrect, for - after o. lot of research - I can state 
quite positively that the se characters were created by J .s. Baker and 
taken over by Foxwe ll during the first year. 

Foxwell, who also drew "Teddy Tail" for the Daily Mail, died 
during the last war; J .s. Baker is also deed. 

********* ·:*** *M II ll M II JI II NII I II*****'******"*-****** ............. ****************'** 
ALL TYF&3 Boys' Papers (184~1940) available/wanted~· Also 
ma.ga.zines on FootbalJ., Cricket, Boxing, Cinema, Stago, Motoring, Motor­
Cycling, Cycling, Railways. S.A.E. Requirements Pleas e : 
TOH LAMBERT, 347 GERTRUDE RO.o\.D, NORWICH. 
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COLIEl'OR •s DIGEST "TREASURES." No'. 1. Set By 

Eric Fcyt>.a. 

Look at Clue No. 1. Decide on the aosver, and 
write the word against No. 1 in the second sqU8l"e. 
Mark off these same six let ters in the first 
squnre. Do tho same with the other clues. You 
will then have struck out 36 letters in the first 
squsre.• These , oorrectly arranged, spell th e 
treasure. Wri to the n.ru:ie of the Treasure on a 
postcard and post it t o t he Editor. 5s. Od. will 
be awarded for the first co?Tect sOlution receiVOO. 
If the priz e is not won this month, the amount 
will be added to t hat off ered for the solution 
of ne:ct month's puzzl e. 

~ (each nnswcr is a 6-lettered word) 

1 • A boy with a heart of stone. 

2. A Rookwoodar for tea . 

3. Not just a beast, but just a boast . 

4. Greyfriars fifth-fonnar . 

5. Miss Pri sci lla' s mo.id. 

6. Mr. Lee of Trafalgar Square. 

* You will 
find that 6 
letters 
remain. 

GIVE YOURSELF A CBRISTMAS FRFSEN'l' ! Have toot fovouritc series carefully 
end inexpensively bolD1d. Refererices avni.lnble. 

L.F . ,\SHLEY 1 23 MOUNTJOY, BRIDPORT 1 :ooRSET. 
WAN'!'EW TO COIIPLETE SETS: 'l'he following S.O.L. 's: Nos. 9,16,33,40,58, 
157,251,264. Con you help pl ease? 'l'OM R>R'l'ER, OLDFIELre, CORJIGREAVF:l 

ROM>, CRADLEY HEI.Tll, STAFrn. 

~: Greyfrio.rs, S.O .L . •s in good condition. Sala or Exchan&!. 
Nelson Lee ' s (New Ser ie s) 1/ - cnch. other books avai l able. 
L.F. ASHLEY, 23 l!OliNTJOY, BRIDR>R'l', llOOSE'l'. 
llllllllllllt~ ·>IAIIIIIIIIIIUIIUIIUU ...... llNllfl lllllllll llJIJ .......... ****** 

&ve you ordered your Annual yet? 

- ----·-- ·--- ----- ------- ------- -
YORK DUPLICATING SERVICF:l, 12A THE Sl!Al!BLES, YORK. Tel: Yori< 24148 


