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FROM THE EDITORS CHAIR

4. GREND OCCASION. Since the London 0.B.3.C. was born I have had a
longing to attend the Christmas meeting in ."The Rag" ot VWood Greens
Last month I menaged it and how glad was I that I did. It was a soul
stiring event, with the biggest attendance, I believe, since the
memorable occasion when a number of Northern members journeyed dovn

SOMe years ago.

There was a grand surprise aweiting me for as Bob Whiter welcomed
me in he whispered, "We've got Mr. Chapman here to meet you", Fer
that reason alone my trip was well worth while, But there were
several others there whom I had the pleasure of meeting for the first
#ine» Fred Rutherford and Clifford Lettey of Eristol (they had picked
up Mr, Chapman on the way); Roger Stacey, until recently in Kenya;
David Harrison, Reuben Godsave, and Tony Riley, also there were Don
Webster and Frank Unwin of Merseyside. Thus all Clubs were rcpre-
sented. As I surveyed the scene my thoughts travelled back to the
days when practically all collectors of books of their youth were
strangers to cach other and I was proud to think that the little C.D.

had donc something towards bringing them together. Yes, indeed, &

very happy evening for me.

During that woek-end I also had the pleasurc of meeting FGordon
We chatted for seversl delightful hours. My word} the tales

Cook.
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he can tell, especially about Gwyn Evans, Genorous, foolish, lovable
was Gwyn, a great Fleet Street character and still talked about there
even though he has been in his grave for meny years.

And as mentioned elsewhere I paid another visit to Fleetway House.

I longed to stay in London longer but duty called, I had to
return to get the Annuals away.
¥ ¥ % X ¥

FOR THZ TENTH TIME. On the day after my week-end in London I spent
more of my time at the Duplicating Agency preparing the Annuals for
mailing, At 6 p.m. & call was put through to the G.P.0. asking them
to collect them. Promptly they complied; a bouguet for Dr. Hill's
men, They've never let us down yet.

Soon the reports began to arrive. First from Jolm Gocher,
eyonderful Ammuel. Engrossed in Blakiana; wup to my eyes in
Hamiltoniania®. i

By Christmas Day I had quite a pile of congratulations in similar
vein, not only for the contents, but also for the splendid work of the .
York Duplicating Services.
* xR K

TN HOSFITAL., Members will be sorry to hear that Isaac Litvakwas com-
pelled to spend his Christmas in hospital and unfortunately for some
time aftervards. I am sure he would welcome letters from fellow
collectors, The address is "Jard C.9, Ashford County Hospital, Ash-
ford, Middlesex." Be sure of the Middlesex, for, of course, there's
also an Ashford in Kent.

PR

BOOKBINDING. I have had an opportunity of seeing some of the binding
jobs dene by L.F. Ashley, 23 Mountjoy, Bridport, Dorset and was greatly
impressed by it. His terms are very reascnable too. So if you want
any jobs done I strongly advise you to get in touch with him,

* * ¥ ¥ ¥
CIRISTMAS GREETINGS. For deys up to Christmas Day, they came by every
post, over hundred of them, from my friends of the hobby at home and
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overseas, They meke a soul stirring sight displayed in my den. My
Christmes wes inevitably a lonely one, but it was alsc a very happy
one., God bless you one end all.

Wishing you a very happy New Year.
Yours very sincerely,
.  HERBERT LECKENEY.

@[mﬁimmox

Conducted by JOSEFHINE PACKMAN
27, Archdele Rosd, Eost Dulwich, London, S.E. 22,

In this issue you will find reviews of the 5.B.L's for last month,
Walter Webb will be doing these as a regular feature, and arrangements
are being made for him to have advance copies in order that the books
under review may be concurrent with the C. Digest. The space taken
up will, of course, be in addition to the normal allocation for Blekd=
ana.

I hope you like the first'of the 'Memory Teasers!s 'Plecse write
and let me know. I also trust you will give me the same fine supp-

ort, in the way of articles, this year as you did last yeals

On beholf of the Sexton Blake Circle, my husband and I welcome
your remarks on their feature in the C.D, Annual for 1956.

Finally, to all who bave recently - directly and indirectly -
peid me such nice compliments on my Blekiana efforts, I would say
'$henk you very much', I only hope that I shell continue to inberest
the majority of you, even if I cannot please everyme.

JOSIE PACKMAN.

L A
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SEXTON _BLAKE. 1956
by Derck Ford

"Let us sit upon the ground

And tell sed stories of the death of King Richard 11".
W, Howard Baker and a certain well=known King of Englend sharec cne
tning in common it seems - both know how to burn cekes, The "cake"
in Jir. Baker's case being the Sexton Blake Library, of which he has
become head "chef", succeeding Mr, L.E, Pratt. Of Mr. Baker's first
concoction (S.B.L.34’7) I vrote last yeer that it was a "ninepenny
nightmare"; of nis second I thought much better and that there were
possibilities.. Of what he was really possible I was to find cut in
1956.

Taking over from Anthony Parsons - principel contributor since
1945 with a yearly average of six case-books, and only omocontribution
(357) in 1956 - Mr. Baker turned out six case-bocks under his own neme
and five others under the pseudonym "Peter Saxcn" in the S.B.L. run
from 351 to 372. Surely a S.B.L. record for quantity.

With the "new presentation" which began in case-books 359 and 360,
both written by the editor, the Library in the form developed ever
since its inception in 1915 and familisr to every kcen reader of the
¥an from Baker Street's adventures, ceased to exist,

"Sexton Blake moves with the times!" explained an editorial about
the changes in the October numbers. To any discriminating subscriber
it must have seemed a move to Times Square, New York, not the new
offices in Berkeley Square, London, so much a pupil of the so-called
Ameriean "blood, bludgecn-and-bust school" had he become by then. A
complete exanple of this type was Sexon's "Front Page Woman" (363).
Additions to the class were Paula Dane, Marion Lang and Miss Pringle,
and the tough roporter 'Splash! Kirby, While these types were being
developed, Edward Carter - otherwise Tinker - was played-down: "teking
care of a territory covering the whole of the North of England and
Scotland" (S.E.L.B‘ﬂ). Pedrs was forgotten in the "move", perhaps
to become a dachshund for Miss Dane later onl

Mr, Baker's "recipe" was ably interpreted by his recruits Arthur
Maclean, Arthur Kent, James Stagg and Jack Trevor Story, responsible
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between them for seven case-books. So alike is the style that Mr,
Baker might be all four of these authors, but is not, so we are told,
(Confirmed that he is pot. J.F.)

Walter Tyrer, John Hunter and Rex Hardinge contributed the three
remaining case-books;  there were no issues in April due to the prin-
ters! strike. What a grand case-book by Hardinge (356) it was, tool
It beat everything turned out in the S.B.L. last year by miles,

To complete the record: in February a title pesge was added;
March saw the price increased to 10d., and photographs of fili-stars -
later "scenes" from the ceses - made their eppearance; publishing day
was changed from Thursday to Tuesday. The editor contributed two
wfi]1leps"s cne a true-life mystery, the other a detective problem.
Covers were by De Seta. The new set-up did not feature in the "Knock
out" Blske Strip.

* % ® K ¥
THOSE "MEN OF MYSTERY".

Since the publication of Walter Webb's most interesting article
in the December issue of the C. Digest I have met several authors of
the 1916 onward period, resulting from which some relative information
has emerged. The following will, therefore, no doubt interest readers

generally and Walter in particular,

W.0.G, LOFTS.

L.H. BROOKS was the brother cf EDWY SEARLES BROOKS and this ex—
lains the similarity of the style of writing of these two authors.
This information was given in my article on Mr. H.W. Twymen in the

November issue of the C. Digest, at which time no doubt Josie Paclman
had Walter's article "in hand".) I would have liked to have given
further details as to how end why one could hardly tell the difference
in the work of these two brothers, but as I should be treading on
somewhat dangerous ground perhaps it would be as well te leave it at
that.

MICHAEL STORM was most certainly a very mysterious man, and the
type of suthor who shunned the limelight. In the 3rd C.D. Annual
it was stated that his resl name was Cherles Ignatius Semphill, but
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this must be incorrect. Semphill was born in 1898 end, accerding to
the "Authors and Writers ¥Who's Who", served in Kenys Police from 1919
to 1928, Storm died in 1916; furthermore, he wrote the Ravenscar and
Abboteerag stories in 1906 to 1908, which would have made him only 8
to 10 years of age at that time! G.H, TEED, I om told, was a friend
of Mrs, Storm and 'ghosted' many stories for Storm after her husbend's
death, When Teed had established himself as a first-class writer he
used his own name.

DUNCAN STORM, I am given to understand, was the pen-name of
another well-known author, but before releasing the neme I am making
a final *check-up'.

PHYLLIS PANTING is said to have been a very attractive girl in
her younger days; she was the secretary of George Dilnot (a well-
knovn writer and A.Press director.) It is thought to be quite likely
thei she boeame sn editoress of woment!s papers. ARNOLD CLEMENT
FAITING wes ber brother. It is confirmed that he was editor of the
Boys! Friend until ho served in the R,F.C., when, unfortunately, he
was killed in action.

With regard to E. ALAIS, there was an author writing at that time
whose name vas Alais, but his Christian name was Charles, Whether
there is any connection I could not say, but as the name is uncommon
there is a distinct possibility,

I have had several ccnversations with Mr., S, Rossiter Shepherd
and, as Walter Webb so rightly says, he is a mine of information on
authors etc; but I think the man who could clear up quite a few
mysteries on that subject is H.H. CLIFFORD GIBBONS, better known to us
as GILBERT CHESTER. Gibbons was a very clever men and a talented
musician.,  He was at one time conductor of an orchestra and, I believe,
a relative of the late Carrol Gibbons (of Savoy Orpheans fame), He
was also a spiritulist, T have tried very hard to trace him, but
without success. His complete disappearance is a mystery that even
Sexton Blake would find Aifficult to solve,

* % x ¥ ¥
HOW'S YOUR MEMORY? (Ho.i. B, V. COPEMAN
Many endvaried have been the tight cormers in which Sexton Blake and
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Tinker have found themselves in the course of an extended campaign
against crime,

Some are unforgettable,

Well, just how goed is your memory? The following extract is
teken from a Blake story which appeared if,esess

And that's the problem, When was it written; what was its title
and who wrote it?

If you can remember, full marks to you. If you can't, then why
not start re-reading your Blake collection in an effort to find out?
(¥,B, This story could have appeared in UNION JACK, DETECTIVE WEEKLY
or SEXTON BLAXE LIBRARY. Blake yarns which appeared in other publi-
cations have not been included in this series.)

Blake felt the hard gristle of the man's nose crumch beneath his
krmckles, He followed up with a terrific left to the throat which
sent the fellow staggering, then, whirling, Blake caught the seam=n a

savage backhander and leapt for the ladder which led up into the subls
conning-tover.

But aa he gained the hatch a gun blazed and he felt sudden searing
agony in his thigh. At the same mement half a dozen black-robed
monks began swarming swiftly down the ladder from the aperture in the
floor over the underground cavern.

Oblivious to the agony of his wounded leg, Blake scrambled on to
the conning-tower rail, whipped up his ams and dived into the black
and glittering water, He went far under, twisting during the dive and
coming up ahead of the black hull of the submarine near where the
rocky roof of the cave shelved down to the water. COne long breath
he took, then under he went again, and now he knew that he was indeed
waging a desperate gamble with death,

For he could not come up again until he had clesred this under-
water cave and reached the entrance somewhere out by the rocks, Just
how far away that entrance was he did not know-— but if he failed to
reach it before his tortured lungs gave out he would drown,

Desperately he swam on, his heart pumping furiously and a roaring
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in his ears which grew in volume every moment. It was a terrible,
nightmarish experience. Once he attempted to break water and his
head struck sharply against submerged rock, He plunged down again,
his arms and legs moving like those of an automaton.

It was a gamble with death, with 211 the odds stacked against the
detective. But it was the only way of escape. He was all but done,
for heart and lungs were being tortured beyond all endurance, and he
Ynev that unless he reached the entrance of the cave within the next
few seconds he would never emerge slive, The roaring in his ears
had increased to a deafening thunder; he seemed to have been swim-
ming for a timeless age, swimming through a vast ocean of blackness
which had neither beginning nor endesessess

Kot such teme stuff, is it? And needless to say, Blake didn't
drown.

But who wrote the story, what was its name and when was it
written? The answer will be published next menth, but meanwhile,
you Blake fans, how's your memory?

CLUE: The author is well-imown, though not as a Blzke writer,
has done comparatively few Blake yarns (worse luck!) end is still
living. He was interviewed not so long ege by Bili Lofts,.

ANSUTR TO BE PUBLISHED NEXT MONTH,
B )
S.B.L. (DECEMEER 1956) REVIEVS.
by HWalter Webb.
BATTLE SONG (lo.3T1) W.HOWARD BAKER.

Concerns the activities of a political movement known as British
fction. When Janet Boise, an actress member of the party is found
murdered Sexton Blake is called in, Marion Lang is given her first
assignment when her chief persuades her to join the party. Through
her, Blake uncovers a plot of the highest magnitude - the assassina-
tion of Fstoslavian Prime Minister, Mershall Ivan Vranner on the
latterts forthcoming visit to this cowmtry, (We met him in Arthur
Macloar s DARK FRCNT = S,B,L. 1l ngggggs to the fapatics
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would see Britain on the brink of a third world wer and her ultimate
ruin, Climax - a hand-to-hand tussle on the roof tops overleooking
Cembridge Circus between Blake and a fanatical party member as the
latter is about to throw down bombs at the passing Vranner and into
the crowds below. Extra long and & resl thriller.

Splash Kirby, crime-reporter, is alsec featured.
Rating...ss....Very Goods

* X X K ¥

MURDER — WITH LOVE! (io.372) JACK TREVCR STORY.

Many people will go to extraordinary lengths in order to obtain
money, Few, fortunately, will go so far as to cormit murder even to
ensure financial security for the rest of their lives. Cliff Dela-
ware was one of the minority. One of the most unpleasent characters
ever to be introduced into the pages of the Library, this unserupulous
young American murders his wife, Lini, during their honeymoon in
England, in order to gain her inheritance and then fakes his crime to
look like a suicide. Then, discovering that a twelve-yeer-old clild,
Alison Koestler, the daughter cf his wife's half-sister is next in
line he plans to kill the child elsc. The climax with Blake, Tinker
and Paula in chase of Delaware and the kidnapped child in two fast
moving sutomobiles mskes thrilling reading, Jack Trevor Story, who
wrote the book on which the Alfred Hitchcock film,"The Trouble With
Horry", was based, is a welcome recruit whose style affords pleasing
contrast to that of his colleagues in the new Blake set-up.

RatingeesessssssssVery Good.

¥ 3 % * ¥ Ty

I will pey 2/- each for SUN numbers 209, 217 and 218, Iust be in
good condition., I will also pay postage if sent flat, to avoid
creasing,

L. Packmen, 27 Archdale Road, London, S.E.22.

Usnted., Any copies of Pemny Pictorial years 1908, 1909, and 1910
containing Sexton Blake stories‘.t *‘[ovi.r grice paid.
L, Packamn, 27 Archdale Road, London, S.E.22. —
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POSTSCRIPT. ~

Whilt in London I 'phoned Mr. Howerd Baker editor of the S.B.L.
asking if I could see some of those smonymous letters menticned by
Mr. Avthur Maclesn in his article in the irmual. T received a
cordial invitation to go along.

Well T sew them and I must say Mr, Maclean had nct exaggerated.
They were disgusting, senseless, several illiterate, and all, cf course,
cowardly.

I folt confident that none f our members would be guilty of such
dirty work and my faith was justified for 1 recognised none of the
writing and only one post-mark was that of a place where we have a
member and he is a Hamilton fan anly.

1 did see a letter from one of our best known contributors.
1t was like a breath of fresh air after the scurrilous stuff.

°
Whilst there I had the pleasure if meeting Mr. Maclean. Some ‘s

of our members had got the idea that IMr, Howard Baker was Arthur
Yaclean as well as"Peter Saxon". Well this sottles it, doesn't it? '

The explanation maybe is that the various authors now work as a team.

T also saw the cover of John Hunter's story "Silent Witness",
coming in Februavy, as cns of the other authors. MNr. Hunterh story
will be looked forward to with special interest to see how he adapts
himself to the new order of things,

And here's something else interesting, Ronald Rouse points out
that the secondFebruary number will be the 1,500 S.B.L. How many
million words? Anybody like to count '"em, Then add a similar
number of Union Jack yarns, serials in the Boys' Friend, Boys'
Herald, Boys' Realm, short stories in Answers, Penny FPictorial, etc.,
etc., and well, ti: tola? ~2uid be terrific wouldn't ii?  Certainly
no other character in fic.ioa could come anywhere near it. (H.L.)

(ote. The follewing showid havs cwrcared in a November number, but I
on eailre it will be agreed tuat its sentiment is fitting for any time.
H.L.
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"THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD AS WE GROW OLD"
by Harry Broster.

* % X * *

These immortal words come beck to us at a certain time every year
and with respectful and most times sad memory we pay homage to "they"
who died. As we stand silent for those two minutes that day in
November many thoughts, mostly of the past, return to us, Bub in-
spired by those immortal words, other thoughts recur and "they" could
be perhaps the memories of our youth or more materially "they" could
be the books and pppers we read in those days. "They" nower grow old,
either of them, thoughts and papers alike. It is perhaps not un-
likely either that we who read and now eagerly collect those old papers
and books could have c¢ther reascns besides nostalgic desires to go

back over the years. It might be the memuries of our own schocl-
days but again it might be that "they" bring back the glory of thcse
early days, when England was second to none, When we 1lcok around us
at the world of today, a world where on one hand we cry out for safety
for people on the roads and at the same time for more speed, when men
work like med one time to keep our nationel recovery and then in
thousands strike and shatter all they have gained, at the dictation of
a few, When the masses clamour for more money fer doing less in a
land which has no money, when men bcrn and reared on the land are told
what to grow on that same land by those who lack the knowledge and
initiative to cultivate their own back gardens themselves, When
Britain, once so strong, has to kiss the hand of a pretty dictator
whose other hand holds behind his back a club ready to strilke when
you are not ready., Yes and when the good old books cannct be printed
through lack of material and, yet the shops are full cf cheap junk and
foreign slush only fit fer the bonfire. A world gone mad and our
country bad enough even if better than mest. Most of us collectors
are able tc remember back to those days when Britain led the world in
mest things. Our thoughts g back to the stories of valour written
by authors such as Henty, Stebles, Ballantyne and Seott, and many
others like them, the deeds of Rebin Hood and Dick Turpin, Dreke and
Frobisher, Kitchener and Wolfe. One and all, with the one theme,
the glory and pageantry that was Britain. Even the beloved school
yamns were full of thet greatness, pluck end chivalry right to the
fore., Back no doubt to the days before these so called modern im—
provements but was the world any worse off, when Britain domineered
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over the whole universe and practically owned a fifth of it. Yes,

it may not be just nostalgic regret for the lost years so much as the
desire to regain in our way, the glory that was ours. _ Perhaps that
glory may return, who knows? Looking around us it is hard to brasket
the modern youth with the heroes of the past. But again who kmows?
The glory returned at Mons and Jjutland, it was there when the Win-
gates, Kildares andBulkeleys went up into the sky in those September
days of 1940 and wiped out the greatest destructive force ever devised.
We saw it in Korea. It was there, when a few years ago, two public
School boys in the shape of May and Cowdrey flogged the ercam of
Australian bowling all over the field and Australian fields at that.
And they will do it again; The Magic which is Stanley Matthews that
is the glory of England. The fact that Pat Smythe can beat anything
in the world, that is the same glory again. There it is, the thought
that it might be this which appeals to us all, at least those of us
who remember the early years of the century, the golden era of authors
and books alike. "As we grow old we will remember them". Perhaps
the two ideas, nostalgia and the glory that was, are in fact one but
the old papers and books, "they will not grow old",

LETTER 30X
from Frank Richards,

Dear Herbert Leckenby,

Thanks for the C.D. — always a cheery and welcome arrival. The
cover picture brought back memories of the 'dear decd days beyond re-
cell™,  Waat Xmas Numbers there used +» be! It is very interesting
that it was o2 Fric Fayne's suggestion that the "Painted Room" was
reprinted in two nurbei:, instead of being hanged, drawn, and quartered
in the accustomed way.

I was considerably emused by the quote from the "Mirror: though
rez’iy to be nicknamed "Bunter! is enough to make Sir Edward boillll
Our fat friend's sister has recently cropped up in a most unexpected
place: someone sent me a cutting from a sporting paper, in which
1o and behcld! — a googee named "Bessie Bunber' was ruming in a
races It would have been interesting to see Bessie & winner: but

~

roy A
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no doubt she had too much weight to carry!

With kindest regards,
Always yours sincerely,

FRANK RICHARDS.
OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB
LONDON SECTION,

Curriculums and agendas]! Why worry at the Christmas meeting
when we had representatives of the Leeds, Birmingham and Liverpool
clubs present. Formalities quickly finished and then a welcome to
artist C.H. Chapman of the Birmingham club, Herbert Leckemby of the -
Leeds one and both Don Webster and Frank Unwin from Liverpool,

What a happy time for our Herbert who was meeting, for the first time
scme new colleagues. First meeting between him end Mr. Chapmsn, a
happy surprise. Chairman Len welcomed every one and qirickly put one
and all at their ease. Yes! We had the usual quiz competitions and
good reading from Gwyn Even's "Mystery of Mrs Bardell's Christmas
Pudding". Highlight, however, was the personal distribution of the
"Anmals" that he had brought with him for those that he surmised would
be present., A very kindly thought Herbert and it was pleasing %o

see you so happy emongst your old and new friends. - Two new faces at
the meeting were Miss Millicent Lyle and Roger Stacey, It will be
remembered that Mr. Stacey returned scme time sgo from Kenya and is

a friend of Bill Hubbard, who we hope to see next Spring, Great
credit goes to the hosts of the meeting for the arrangements, Eileen
and. Kathleen for the catering and to the Rutherfopds for conveying
Mr, Chapman from his Caversham home., There's enthusiasm for you,

the two Rutherfords and Cliff Lettey came up all the way from Bristol,
Fred Rutherford obtained his reward as he won the raffle prize of
number one of the penny "Gem",

Annual general meeting at 27, Archdale Road, East Dulwich,
London, S.E.22, on Sunday, January 27th, 1957.
Thus a good start to the Yuletide celebrations and enjoyed by a record
attendance, UNCLE BENJAMIN,
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NORTHERN _SECTION CHRISTMAS PARTY, December 8th, 1996.

Very cvidently the ladies had been busy before most of the men
arrived for when we walked in we found several tables for four dain-
tily and temptingly laid., All looked so cosy and homely better than
having tea at a restaurant as we have done the previous two or three
years, Thz men salute you ladies!

There was an excellent attendance, too even though Beryl Russell
Tom Porter, Harry Broster and Bnan Honeysett had been prevented from
coudng at the last moment.

After tea Chairman Stanley Smith had a few words to say in the
menrsr he does so well, He had elso thoughtfully sent off a tele-
gran of greeting to our President, Frank Richards.

From then on until a late hour the real Christmas spirit reigned
with a popular Bunter Drive, quizzes and the reciting of a typical
chepter from a Christmas Magnet by Gerry Allison, who as usual, had
prepared the rest of the programme., There were some handscme prizes.

So reluctant wewe v to break up, that the York members nearly
rissed their train for Liic.

Yea another seccessful event for the records,

Wo meet agoin on January 12th which means another five weck inter-
val, worse luck.
HEPBERT LECK7RY, Northern
Scution Correspondent.
L

FIDLAWD CLUB. Meeting held Novmber 26th, 1956, Room 9. Chamber of

of Commerce, New Street,

Rocord T2 ', 7. ! roster-Seeretary,
This mec. =« *== ore wa ecen Jonk unon as a decided success as in
addition to a rorter we nul ilg Licusire of

welcoming a new emlu.., vae Jion Dm;.ms of Blackheath, A Postal mem-
ber of the London Club of Iive years standing and a very keen Hemil

<
.
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tonian he should be a valuable addition to the "geng". Formal busi-
ness was of a varied nature. The nextmeeting was fixed for December
17th as the usual date, last Monday in the month was out of the ques—
tion. We were sorry to hear Hr. Dyer had resigned but following on
the resignment of Mr. John Hendley and young John we were not surprised
but we shall miss their cheery company nevertheless. Other matters
being scttled, we then turned to the library which is going from
strength to strength. We can again congratulate Beryl for her good
work in this direction and hope there will be further additiocns.

Then came what we had been waiting for, since last month, the sequel
to the nystery of the "Friar's Oak". Tom then narrated in his own
inimmitable style how Pon and his cronies continued to use the secret
passage from the "Ozk" to the Remove box room, how Prout and of course
Coker become involved. How, in true Richards style, an idea of
flurree Singh's to have a rota of watches each night to catch the mys-—
terious reiders concided with a similar idea of the "great" Horages.
How Coker was ceught instead of the Highcliffians, We learnt what
Prout had to say about it and how Quelch "got back" at his colleagues
for his usual criticism of the "unruly” Remove. The latter chapters
4ell us how Bunter got some treacle not to his liking. How the "Owl
of the Remove" by lucky chance found out the secret of the Friars Oak
and the secret passage. How the Famous Five did the rest and Pon end
Co. were cought red-handed in the Remove passage, and got their des-
serts at the hends of all people,Mr. Quelch who did not spare the rod:
So ended a perfect example of Frank Richard's work, told in a most
amusing way with all the "sound effects" by Tom Forter. The applouse
which greeted him spoke well for the future as this will not be the last
of such good progrommes. This was the final item in a night which
everyone enjoyeds

* ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

MERSEYSIDE SECTION -~ Sun th December, 1956.

Hembers were slightly fewer this month, partly due to illness and
possibly the nearness of Xmas. Nevertheless, a cheery group sat down
4o hear Don Webster explain the arrengements for the New Year Meeting
ond Socizl, This is to be on Sunday, 6th January starting at 4 p.d,
with book club business. Tea will be at about 7.p.me and the even-
ing will finish with fun and games. It is hoped that Sir. F. Bowman,
Herbert Leckenby and Len Packmen will be with us, so a firsi-class
evening is to be expected. Will all Nerseyside members make special
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note.

Each member then read what he considered the greatest enomaly to
appear in 01d Boys' Books, particulerly whorc echool yarns were con-
corned, Here, two favourite authors, Charles Hamilton and E.S.Brooks
came under heavy fire,

Ameng the points raised was the irposibility of Bunter's type of
ventriloquism. It was argued that as a very obtuse boy he could
harily carry on learned converversation when imitating such people as
doctors or teachers. It was also mentioned that such a backward boy
85 W.G.B. could never have got himself admitted in the first place to
Greyfriars.

Other controversial points raised was the "know 21l and do every=
thing" character of lelson Lee, - Harry Wharton's chenges of characters
end the fantastic scrapes that Handforth got himself in and out of.
After the usuzl tea and biscuits we tackled Jim Walsh's quiz on top-
icel Fmas episodes, taken in the main from lagnet and St. Jim's Stories.
Tnis was ably won by our young member George Riley.

4s this was the last meeting in 1956, various toasts were drumk -
thanks .im Walsh for the necessary — and it was th- hops of gll that
the year 1957 would see the Merseyside Branch going even further ahead.

NORMAN PRAGNELL.
Secretary.

F AR I I I AR I A 0 O

For Sele 17 Collectors' Digests. 6d. each and 17 Story Paper Collec-
tors liots 41-59. 5/- the lot. E. MAGOVENY, 65 BENTHAM STREET, BELFAST,
NORTHERN IRELAND.

Blue and Yhite Magnet offered for copy of Film Fun with Charles Chap-
lin on front or incide. GORDON THOMPSON, 53 VALT.ASEY PARK, OLDPARK
ROAD, BELFAST, NOKIHERN IRELAND,

Wented "Magnets" and "Gems". Will Exchange or Buy. Hundreds of
Duplicates D, O'HERLIHY, 17220 GRESFAM STREET, NORTHRIDGE, CALIFORNIA,
U.S.4. * B % *
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NELSON LEE COLUMN

by JACK 00D
328 Stockton Lane, York.
* ¥ X X X X ¥ ¥

With this issue we embark on a new year; what, I wonder, does
1957 hold in store for us? Certainly, unless there is a remarkable
change of heart by all concerned, there will be no re-birth either of
the Nelson Lee Library or of St. Frank's,

I see that a fellow-member of the 0ld Boys' Book Club has, in
his contribution to the Sexton Blake controversy, suggested that Edwy
Searles Brooks might link Blake with either Norman Conquest or with
"Ironsides" Cromwell, Maybe Mr. Brooks could also consider bringing
Nelson Lee and Wipper into a new Blake adventure, possibly in a yarn
of Secret Service adventure in some typically Brooksian country of
fantasy e«

Brooks, however fantastic his secret worlds, alweys had science
and topicality on his side. I am sure he could provide a link with
say either the Antarctic explorations and their importance to British
military end economic strategy, or the new search for the truth of
the mystery of Col. Fawcett in Amazonian South America.

As I write, I have in front ¢f me a film catalogue giving details
of the Secret Land, which "tells of hew the men and ships cf the
United States Navy set out to explcre the Antarctic. Mest interesting
<f all is the part of the film showing aeroplanes cver the Shackleton
coast discovering a vast area of land without snow". Shades of
Brooks and his stcries of New Anglia,

I see, too, that Fred Cocke, the newly-discovered "stand-in"
euthor claims to have written several St. Frank's yarns round about
1921. I think the suggestion that some of these were in the N.L.L.
is without foundation - all the titles and series for that year bear
the Brooksian stamp - but several St. Frank's strries in the Boys!
Realm at that period were definitely not by Brooks and it may well be
that Cooke wrote these, With the unfamiliar emphasis on Fatty Little
and an obvious attempt %o line him up as a Franciscan Bunter, the
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stories were clearly by one of the Magnots Hamiltonian "stand-ins",

ind now for the answer to last month's Quiz:-

1. HMaxwell Scott.

2. A Dead ¥an's Secret; The Marvel, September 19th,1894.

3. Dick Starling; St. Niniean's,

4, The Further Adventures of Helson Lee. (The Mystery of Malton Moor).

5. Nelson Lee Library, No.112, As Mr. Peter Alvington and Richard
Basil Herbert Demnett. To escape vengeance of the Fu Chang Tong.
July 28, 1917.

6. Mr. Thorne; incient House,

Te Ralph Leslie Fullwood.

8. The Mystery of Limehouse Reach; Nipper at St. Frank's.

9. Ancient House, Blue and Gold, College House, Green and Gold, St.
Frank's, Red and Blue.

10. St. Frank's and Ancient House, Red and Blue, Modern House, Green
and Geld, Bast House, Black and Orange, West House, Mauve and
Yellow,

114 Lord Pippington, Duke of Somerton, Viscount "Sheets" Bellton,
Lord Derrimore.

12. Professur Cyrus Zingrave,

13. incient - Nelson Lee, later Almington Wilkes (marrvied)

Modern - Mr, Stockdale.
East - Mr, Barnaby Goole,
Yest - Dr. Barry Stokes (married)

14, Eira Quirke.

15+ Reegie Pitt, Cecil De Valerie.

164 Cricket, Making articles of sealing wex,

17, Wallace (nc Christisn name ever given),

18, Tony Cressuell's

19, "Fighting" James Kingswood.

20. VWatson, Pitt, Church, the Handforth Brothers,Christine.

21. Eileen Dare.

22, Sir James Potts.

23. The Earl of Edgemoor.

24. Pitt, Tich Harborough, Nipper{before arriving at St. Frank's,)
Handforth major also played for the Blue Crusaders during Fatty
Fowkes's ebsence,

25, Mr. Barnaby Goole.

A HAFPFY NEW YE/R TO YOU ALL.
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S.B.L. REVIEWS.

Jam 1

NIGHTMARE IN MAPLES (No. 373) JAMES STAGG.

Sec Naples and die! 4 now very familiar slogan, and one which,
in view of the sudden and violent deaths which overtake certain of the
characters, might very appropriately have been used as the title of
the story. Blake never could take a holiday without becoming inwol-
ved in the meshes of crime, and his vacation with Paula Dane, his
honey-blonde secretary and assistant, in the sun-drenched Italian city
proves no exception to the rule. Soon the pair are being dragged into
a pursuit of the murderer with the police, led by Ceptain Mario
Cavicochi, of the Naples Homicide Buresu. An exciting climsz with Blake
chasing the murderer up the mountainside in the shadow cf the voleano
Vesuvius. Poised on the rim of the crater the murderer confesses to
his crimes and then hurls himself to his doom. A good thriller of the
type we used to associate with the colourful Plummer and Rymer stories
by G.H. Teed in the thirties. James Stagg, who made a notable debut
in "Assignment In Beirut", is even more impressive in this one,

Ratingecss.es Very good.
WALTER WEBB,

THE SEASON OF THE SKYLARK (3io,374) JACK TREVOR STORY.

Somewhat out of season, perhaps, but it is the story that matters,
and what a fine story this turns out to be! An August Bank Holiday
amongst the seaside crowds in Brighton, with Tinker trying desperately
to prevent a bunch of crooks known as the Syndicate from taking the
life of a beautiful blonde, One of the most oddly assorted gang of
criminels since the late Gwyn Evans conceived the well-remembered
Double Four, the Syndicate is en international organisation specialig-
ing in stolen secrets of medicine and industry, an organisation which
has its spies in all the world's factories - men and women without
patriotism, whose sole object is financisl gain. When blonde, attrac—
tive Jill Barratt meets Johnny Weston, e young member of the Syndicate,
and porsuades him o hand to her a rare drug which had been entrusted
to him for delivery to the London headquarters of the Syndicate she
becomes a marked woman, Blake has little to do; Paule nothing st al1;
Tinker, whose assignment it is, is sadly out of touch and is frankly a
disappointment, but not so the author, who has given us one of the best




Blake's published for a long, long time, Jzck Trevor Story, with many
deft touches of resl humour, has a knack of saying in helf-a-dozen
words what many writers take several paragraphs to say - and far more
effectively at that!

Rating.......Excellent,
WALTER WEEB,

Exchange Magnets 487,836,861, $,0.L."s 51,205,223, for Nagnets 808,850,
928, 1027, 1310, S.0.L.'s T1, 100, 104, Also wanted Magnets, 8.0.L.'s
and Holidey Annual 1938, E. MAGOVENY, 65 BENTHAM STREET, BELFAST. N.I,

Wantod. Amalgamated Prees. pre-war Comics, particularly Film Fun, Kinema
Komic, Comic Cuts, Chips, Butterfly and Puck, expecially those of the
1g20's,  hlso other pre=wer A.P. publication from 1920-1940. Details
and prices to ARNOLD KEENA, 11 PEARL AVENUE, EPPING, N.S.W. AUSTRALIA.

Wonted. S.0.L.'s No's, 179 and 184 "Ougcast of Cedar Creck" and on the
Vestern Trail, Reasoncble price paid.  FRED GRIFFIN, 2558, GRAND
CONCOURSE, BRONX, 58, NEW YCRK, U.S.A.

Wonted 1o complete eollection, No's 27 and 28. Schocl and Sport.
STENLEY SHITH, 13 FERCY STREET, YORK.

Warnted "Gems in good condition,
Nc's. 1106, 1108, 1114, 1118, 1121, 1125, 1129, 1133, 1136 -
to 1142.
WNEISON LEE'S", 1st NEW SERIES.
No's. 54, 55, 137, 138, (Good Condition).
"YOUNG BRITAINS" 1st SERTES
No's. 185 to 232.
ALWAYS INTERESTED IN HEARING OF ANY BOUND VOLS. OF MaGNETS OR GEMS
FOR SALE.
YRITE TO:- MR. J.R. SWAN, 3, FIFTH AVENUE, PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.10.

NOTE.Lest month in errer the volume number was given as 11 when of
course it should have been 10 the last of that volume.




HAMILTONIANA

Compiled by Herbert Leckenby

More Snippings from the Newspapers. Before Christmas the Army and Navy
Stores had edverts in the "Daily Telegraph" and "Sunday Times" which
started like this.

Even in the doys of 16 course dinners, the Army & Navy Food
Halls were a byword for sumptuousness. It's still the same
to-day. And at Christmas time particularly, the Foad Halls
are among the most stimulating sights of London. Huge e
cheeses! Enormous turkeys!  Haggises like footballs!
Ruinously expensive crystallized rarities! Ridiculously
cheap sliced cold stuffed turkey! Come and be a Bunteril

And this appearcd in the "Colomist" Victoria, British Colombia, sent
to me by Bill Gander. The writer was one Tom Taylor. He evidently
knows his Greyfriars but he makes the same mistake, of eourse, as
another writer in an Australian Newspaper some years ago in stating
Bunter came to Greyfriers after Harry wharton. He's quite in error
too in thinking Bunter shone as a goal-keeper.

As for Get-There Gunter * he appearcd in the Boys' Realm Foot=
ball library but he didn't reign long. The author was Honry. T.
Johnson,

THINKING ALOUD
by Tom Taylor.

9 sce there is mention again in the local press cf Billy Bunter, who
scems to have transformed himself into little short of a hero. Bunter
isn't importent but he is a welcome antidote to President Nassers

One thing is apparent, and that is that a host of grown-ups all
over the Commonwealth were Magnet readers in their youth. They
won't 211 be "old school tie" chaps either, which means that these
toles of English public school life were avidly devowred by multitudes
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of other social persuasions,

I %as a Magnet fan myself, having a bent for so-called "penny
drecdfuls," aelthough Greyfriars was a delight and not a dread. How
truthful these tales were to the atmosphere of a real public school
I wouldn't know, nor in those haleyon days did that matter. Enough
that Harry Whorton and Co, appeared on the literary scene without fail
evary weeks . *

I an now confused, though. I notice that the afterncon paper's
London correspondent quotes a Toronto man as saying he "loved" Billy
Bunter. Vhy, Bunter was a fat little sneak!

When I read history I heve to belicve what the historian tells me;
at least wntil I read his opposite mumber. But I can remember when
Billy was born; typographically, I mean. And that was quite a wkile
after Harry Wharton was packed off, unwillingly to Greyfriars.

Wharton was always the central character of the Greyfriars gang,
still is I suppose if the Magnet remeins in circulation znd doubtless
he isn't a day older, He was a churlish youngster to begin with,
and not until the bully Bulstrode knocked his block off did he straigh-
ten out his inhibitions. Then of course he gave Bulstrode a licking
end became the star of the Greyfriers gang., Only Bob Cherry, I think,
came enywhere near his skill with the gloves,

* * ¥

Now unless memory does me serious wrong Billy Bunter wes a tubby
1ittle besst whose chief aim in life was the tuckshop, who told lies
by the squere dozen, and who generally was whot you'd call a squalid
nuisance, He was always having his nose rubtbed in the mud for his
short-comings. He didn't appeer ot all in some of the stories, being
a minor character who supplied the excuse for the "Ha! Ha! Hal" of
schoolboy mirth.

Tot until he bacame goalkeeper of outstending skill - no doubt
to put Greyfrinrs on a par with its chief rival, St, Jimb, which alsc
had & rotund gonlkeeper, Fatty Wymn - did the author have a good word
to say for him,

It is true of course that he may have refermed after I outgrew
Greyfriars = even Bulstrode graduated in time into a right good sort -
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although thot seems impossible. He was beyond the pale.
* * %

Anyway he is apparently all the TV and movie rage these days, .
which may reflect a kind of poetic justice for the once lowly and des-
pised of Creyfriars School. It mey reflect something else too, viz:
that the ordinary decent lad isn't good copy for entertainnent pro-
mctors who prefer the grotesque. Billy will be a comic character,
and since even the modern screen doesn't make heroes of nasig little
boys he will be glossed to suit his new-found stardom.

Well, good luck to him, even if Hurree Jamset Ram Singh turns
white at the very idea and hurries back to India, Although why TV
promoters should overlook Get-There Gunter in favor of Billy Bunter I
sholl wonder to my grave. Gunter never saw Greyfriars but he was o
human dynamo in schoolboy form who could out-adventure Davy Crockett,
Robin Hood and Long John Silver put together. That was why he got
there, but now for the life of me I can't say where for the name of
the Mdreadful" that told of his great deeds has vanished from mind.

What I do remember is that he caused me to stand in front of the
wirror, and flex my muscles.
* K ¥ ¥ *
Now to our own contributors. This from Eric Fayme was crowded
out last monthi

MUSINGS ON THE ROGUE RACKSTRAW SERIES

by Eric Favne.

1 do not find myself entirely in hermony with Roger Jenkins?
views on the Rogue Rackstraw series, though his article is first-class.
1 carnot agree that the Rogue Rackstraw series was disappointing, = I
have alweys regarded it as one of the best of all the kidnapping
series, — but, all the same there is a great deal of truth and wis—
dom in his comparison of this series with its Rookwood cousterpart.
The Rookwood series was brilliant, with an cerie quality which was
quite remarkable; the Gem series had, however, certain excellent
chareater sketches which helped to meke it outstanding. It could be
added that the identity of the kidnapper was never in doubt from the
first in the Rookwood series, while the nystery was sustained for some
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time in the St. Jim's stories,

But Roger really hits the nail on the head when he says that "the
Rookwood series was as compact and intinate as the St. Jim's serics
was amorphous and impersonal"., That shrewd end truc comment could
be applied to most of the St. Jin's stories after the end of the
Blue covers, and Roger mokes o point which I have been trying to mzke
for years, though I have never succeeded in cxpressing myself balf so
well, - that the Genm canvas was far too wide after 1914, and intimate
charm was often lost in a super-abundance of characters when ene could

not sec the wood for the trees.
* Ok * ¥ %

THEY WERE MERRY DAYS

by W. Champion
My word! is it really fifty years since the Gem first saw the
light of day?

The good old Gen was always my favourite, and I am convinced that
nothing appearcd within the pages of the Magnet that even cqualled the
best of the St. Jin's stories.

Tt was ny nothor (God bless herd) who firet intreduced me to the
Gem, or vice-versa: she used to have it delivered every Sabbath,
together with the Sundey newspopers, and it must have boon zbout 1916,
when I was scven yeors old, that I first became conscious of this
intriguing-locking blue periodical laying in the hall met, with the
odd-locking characters in abbroviated jackets portrayed on the front
COVCr.

How my mother used to culogize Talbet in those wonderful far-off
days, The "Toff" wes the Gem to her and 211 the other charac-
ters were merely there to add colour, as it worc.

The first series thet I can henestly say I rocell reading was
when Billy Bunter changed places with his cousin, and came to St. Jims
instend of the popular Wally, early in 1919, I thought the whole
thing very amusing, and from then on the Gem became the greatest
delight in my life, My favourite seriecs has cver been the caravan
holiday in the sumer of 1919, of which I have written in deteil in
an earlier C.D. can almost recoll thoso adventures word for word.
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However, there is no doubt that the Gem did go off the gold stan-
dard in the middle-twenties, and toke second place in popularity to the
Magnet; but by that time I was out in the cold, hard World, earning
ny living, end was not too much troubled by the event, I is ooly
now, years later, that I realise to the full what a tragedy it all was,
and how the up-end-coming generation are being deprived of semething
great and good at the most impressiomable time of their young lives,

Long live the heroes of the School and New Houses in our memory!
P N A

Here's some interesting extracts from a letter from Bill Champion:

"At a fancy-dress Ball t'other evening the Managing-Director of e
leading building firm went as a perfect replica of the T.V. Billy
Bunter - even his cap was spot-on, with the correct number of rings,
ete. He is a few years my senior, and I could not resist asking him
if he had ever been a reader of the 0ld Papers. He Had!

Now, amazingly enough, at this same dance, was 2 lady (well-lmown
to me) who was masquerading as Bessie Buntey with a peir of the most
gorgeous pigtails. My one big regret was that no photograpger was
present, as I'm sure a picture of the two together would have been

darned interesting,

Secondly, I rcocently wrote to the Editor of the Junior Expross,
& cortain Reginald Taylor, who informed me that the Basil Reynolds who
is responsible for the black and white nature-studies which sppcer in
that poper, is none other thon the nephew of the late Worwick, and
further, this Basil is art-editor in the same department which
Mr, Chorles Hamilton used to write for. Incidentally, Mr. Toylor
ndded thot he himself, used to work as a very young journalist on the
Gem ond Magnet!

P.S. I enjoyed reading Bill Loft's article in the December C.D.. The

Kerneth Newman he mentions does not live far awany from me.
FE I

THOSE EARLY GEMS: SOME STRAY THOUGHTS (Continued)

E.V,Co .
In the inside back cover of No,49 is n sketch of a mognet and
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and round it are these words: FATIER, SON, EROTHER, SCHOOL CHUM;
MOTHER, DAUGHTER, SISTER AND HER FRIEND — THEY ALL READ THE MAGNET
LIERARY, NOW ON SALE, FRICE 4d. I wonder if the men who werded
that ed ever realised that half a century later fathers and sons and
mothers and daughters would still be rezding about the Greyfriars
characters and that the MAGNET iteelf (like the GEM) would have become
in actuality a"collectors' item"!

On the outside back cover of 0,49 there are three titles of BOYS'
FRIEND 3d. LIERARY.stortes given. Two of these ere of interest, one
being THE BOY BARGE~OWIERS by Devid Guodsin cnd the other boing THE
COSTER KING, a Sexton Blake yarn.

GEH Ho.66 (15/5/1909) leaves me a little puzzled. It is a story
about Mr. Ratcliff and is called THE FORM-MASTER'S SECRET. The cover
locks suspiciously as if it were drawn by Val Reading, but again I em
open to correction. The half-pege sketch on Page 3 showing the
Terrible Three looking down on a battered Gussy with a dented topper
could be Val's work., So too could the drawing on Page 11 of ald-
fashioned Miss Glyn with her billowing skirt and huge hat (now be-
ocgdng fashionable again, incidentally!) and also showing a love-sick
Ratty, ammed with a box of flowers, in the background, But the sketch
et the start of the yarn is definitely the work of somebedy else.

The serial in No.66 is BRITATN AT BAY, which follows on from
BRITATYN INVADED mentioned earlier, This was alsc a reprint from the
BOYS' FRIEND, written by the same author and foaturing the same chief
characters,

Sight of the cover picture of Nc,71 rather startled me. I recog-
nised the artist immediately though I had never cxpected to find his
work in the GEM, nor to learn thet he was associated with Charles
Homilton so many years ago. The title of the stery is SENT TO
COVENTRY and it is one of the few St. Jim's stories illustrated by
Leonard Shields, later to become famous for his sketches of the Grey-
friare characters in the MAGNET. His drawings of Gussy in the GEM
of 19/6/1909 have to be scen to be approciated, and the oddly-assorted
garments of the juniors are rather bewildering, In *ho one picture
you can see Eton collars and long coats, knickerbockers, straw hats,
caps no dress uniformity at all, To be conti i
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