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Editor, HERBERT LECKENBY,
12 Herbert Street,
Eull Road, York

or
cfo YORK DUPLICATING SERVICES,
124 The Shambles, York.

RCM THE EDITCR'S CHAIR

SCIETHING TO LOCK FORWARD T0. Hany of you remember E. S. Turner's
"Boys Will Be Boys",that classic on boys' publications which s a
great success some years ago and received long reviews in newspapers
all over the worldyindicating the interest in the subject.

Yell Mr, Turner tells me that a revised edition will be published
before long, In his latest letter he says he is "revising Blake, re-
casting the Hagnet and Gem chapter, re-writing the last chapter to take
notice of Bagle, Lion and the great horror comics flap and writing in
a lot more about B.0.P., Jack, Sam end Pete, Comic Cuts, Amciican “Dime
novels cte, " There will &lso be some new illustrations.

S0 I advise you to look out for it, especially those vho &id'nt
got a copy before. It makes absorbing reading I assure you.

* R K
THE AIUAL. Opinions contimue to roll in, There's just a little
criticizm here and there, tco much of this or too little of that, that's
inevitable of course, but it seems certain it kept its reputation and
disappointed bardly anyone, so I can get down to preparing the next one
with a contented mind. In fact some of our regular contributors are
already gotting busy; the ever busy Bill Lofts is bringing up to date
Luthors Biographics and Pen-names, Geoff. Hockley is swotting up the
Haxwell Scott Martin Dele serials in 'Chums' Breeze Bentley will be
writing obout Lord Mauleverer; whilst I propose doing the history of
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the grand old "Boys' Realm "  Len Packman's contribution will concern
Morcove School, and I hope, the "twins" Roger Jerkins and Eric Fayne
will be carrying on from where they left off.
Mot bed secing No. 10 has only been out a month, And, Oh yes,
as usual thare are a number of subs. still to come in. Thats just a
gentle reminder to those it concerms.
. LR 2B 0N R
CON THIN ICE. I have had letters from Norman Pragnell and Laurie
Sutbon rebuking, in friendly fashion Harry Broster for some of his
views in nis article last nonth, and me for publishing them, They
conbend that he has a perfect right to his political opinions, but
the C.D. is not the place for thes,
Well I don't thirk Harry meant it that way, but I agree that it
would rever do to get at cach others throats over politics so will
i to {he usual topics in future. They provide plenty to argue
zoout, donft they?

Tours sincerely,
R AR el g g Ce AR

5. ROSSITER-SHEPHERD - VERSATILE WRITIR
by We 0. G. Lofts,

Cne of the most poular and well-known figures in the newspaper
world, Mr. 8. Rossiter-Shepkerd will be Xmown to many readers of this
magazine for bis column in THE PEOFLE some years ago, devobed to stage
and screen, In point of fact Mr, Shepherd was also 'Features' editor
of' THE PECFLA for over fwenty years. Althoush now semi-retired he
still contirues to review new films and 'shows' for that paper.

"What is the cornections between this and Boys' Papers?" the
reader vill agk, For the answer we must turn back the clock to the
yoar 1920 sevssviiee

In 1920 "Ross" Shepherd was a crime reporter, feature writer and
critic on the DAILY EXPRESS and SUNDAY EXPRESS, so it was not surprising
that he sheuld ve invited ro write articles for the "Detective Magazine
Supplement" in the UNION JACK, en invitation which wes accepted. Mr.
Shepherd was elso retained by the A. Press in an advisary capacity for
that feature, Incidentally, there are many collectors today who seek
copies of the U.J. conteining these Detective Magazine Supplements,
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Readers of the NELSON LEE will no doubt remember the series of
six short stories in that japer featuring Hervyn Hume, the wizard
sleuth of the Daily Wire. These were written by iir., Shepherd, and
the opening announcement said: "This is the opening story of a grand
series; the author himself has been a Crime Investigator of a great
London Daily, and writes with the conviction of personal experience,”
These stories are to be found in the supplements contained in NELSOI
LEE (01d series) Nos. 403 to 408 (year 1923)

As I have already steted in.my article on Mr. F. G. Cook (C.Digest
Dec, 1956], "Ross" Shepherd wrote stories for the MAGNET in the 1920-

25 period. It is of course iupossible for him to say with certainty
vhich storics he did write for that paper those thirty jears ago, with-
out a thorough persual of the JAGNET for the years in question. However,
fron the list of titles I showed Hr. Shepherd, commencing with llos 651
"Sleonors of the Remove" (admitted as khis work,) the probability is

that Nos, 710, 736, 741 and 780 were written by him. There wers of
course many cthers, but the issues referred to are those which seem to
Tring the bell! )

4 year or “wo later "Ross" Shepherd wrote a long series of schocl
stories for PLUCK, which was at that iime edited by Alfred Edgar urder
the controlling editorship of F. Addington Symonds. The stories
featured Buster Brown and the boye of Nargrave Grammar School, chax
of his omm creation, and were published urder the per-name of ‘Lizxl
Miltor.' They proved to be very popular and ran from lo. 55 (10.11.23)
until Ko, 105 - the last issue (11.10.1924) Readers of the pajer
at that time knew tie true identity of the author because, in lNo. 54
(a0 weel: before the commencement of the series) *he editor, in his
Bditorial, stated that the school stories commencing next week weuld
be written by S. Rossiter-Shepherd! With the demise of PLUCK he gav
up writing for toys' papers, returning to mewspaper work for Odh :
Press,

I found Rossiter-Shepherd a delightful conversaticnist and the
possecsor of a most remarkable memory for details concerning many well-
¥nown authors of long ago.

H. Ao Hinton; J. N. Pentelow; Y. Wood-Bmith; G. Evars;

G. H. Tced; G, R. Samways; H. O'Mant; H. St. J. Cooper; R. Goyne;
Arther Steffens Hardy (his real full name); Alfred Bdgar (now in
Hollywood under the name of Barre Lyndon); Harold May (editor of the
Yelson Lee Library) and Bob Ritchie (editor of the Boys' Friend Library)
are but a few writers and editors asbout whom Mr. Shepherd told me many

3
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mtereutmg things, for he knew them all personally. He also told
me how he and A. Bdgar used to have a standing order for chicken and
sausages at a resturant off Fleet Street every Friday - "just like
the feasts in the dld Nagnet," he romarked,

Short, thick-set and immaculate, with a distinguished "Foreign
Office" type of beard, readers will have seen his picture in THE
FECTLE, from time to time, Mr, Shepherd in his college days was a
noted amateur wrostler and an oarsman, He is still a professional
"first-nighter" whose great hobby is wine and food. A recognised
authority in the gastronomic field, he has lectured widely on the
subject end contributcd many articles to Continental as well as to

lish publications; eurrcntly, too, he is Chairman of the Film
Section of the Critics' Circle and an Exccutive Officcr of the Circle.
¥r, 3. Ressiter~ Shepherd is indead a writer of considcrable
versatility.
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Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN
21, Archdale Ro=d, Bast Dulwich, London 8.B. 22

I regret to say that the sum total of my Blakiana corresnondence
rocoived since the last issue of the C.D. is NIL (as at 18 Jax,)!

True, one collector-friend of my husband, who recently came to his aid
with some papers he needed, did pay a nice tribute to the Blake Circle
Feature in the Jnmal, but that is all, I think, therefore, that I
should be perfectly frank with you and say that the material in hand
for Bloldana is dangercusly lew., I am of course very happy to conduct
this section of the magazine, but I do not like having to ask for
articles, Nevertheless, if such are not forthcoming, the alternative
is very obvious! So, how about getting down to it, some of you real
Bloke enthusiasts?

The current S.EB.L. reviews will be found on another page of phis
issue of the magazine,

I hope you enjoy part one of Eric Copeman's article "On Our
Selection"., To my mind it is exceedingly well-balanced. I would,
however, prefer to start the newcomer with a good Kestrel story in place
of Gric!s own choice for sdection No. 7. (I hope Eric will not be
snnoyed vien he reads this!)

The Union Jack titles for the first six months of the year 1919
will appear in Blakiana next month., (The second six months were
published in July 1956 €.D.) I must apologise for the long deloy which
is due to an oversight on my part. JOSIE PACKIUAT

2R 2R O

ON OUR SELECTION

by E. V. Copeman.

"GENTLEMEN, I give you Sexton Blakel"

Well, if you were actually asked to introduce Sexton Blake to a
stranger, how would you go about it? How would you first present the
Man from Baker Street to somebody who had never heard of him? Would
you give him a heap of Blake stories and let him wade through them at
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random as you did yourself in your early days or would you make a
specialised selection?

Quite an interesting problem, isa't it?

I've thought quite a bit about it and have come to certain
conclusicns,

Firstly, I definitely would'nt le! a stranger meot Blake by
delving into & miscellaneous collection of either UNION JACKS or SEXTON
BLAXE LIBRIRIES, For, by ao doing, he could easily be dissuaded against
delving deeper into the Blake Saga, for, ashamed though we are to admit
it, there are stories, both in U.J. and S.B.L. which would not only do

ittle justice to Sexion Blaie but which would have done more service
had they never been written!

So, from uy own reading, I have made a selection, and I crave
forgiveness if better stories have been omitted. Maybe I haven't yet
recl then mysclf (I've read hundreds, but I've hundreds more even in
my own collection as yet unread) or maybe I didn't find them as good
as you did. But allowing for that, I do feel that my selection will
glve a balanced presentation of Blake and will, I hope, whet the new-
comers! appetite for more!

(Just in passing, a few years ngo I introduced a non-Blake
friend of mine to Blake and Tinker per medium of the Anthony Parsons
story, THOSE O' THE LIST - Ref. S.B.L. 3rd series lo. 211. 4s a
result of this, he gave himself a reading treat and read 47 S.B.Ls
consceutively! Not so bad, when you corsider how many old-timers
seek coupletely to discredit the modern Blake writers, is it?)

Beek to my own selection, I have chosen n dozen U.J. storics and
a dogzen from the S.E.L, Herc they are, together with my reasons for
suggesting thoms:

UNION JACK
1. TINKFR'S SECRET by G, H. Teed  (U.J. 1149)

Aj froz being the first story in the immensely appealing
Tinker/liirvana series, this story shows the mman relationship between
Blake and Tinker at its bost, also giving a detailed account of
Tinker's own criginal background (a subject some of the modern authors
would do well to study, incidemtally!) Written by onc of the best of
carlier Blake writers. I fancy few would be able to resist reading
further into the seriecs after this initial introduction,

2, LORD OF THE APE-MAW by Robert Murrey  (U.J. 1206)

This story shows Blakte in action and bogins his battle with the

sinister Doctor Sctira. Blake, Tinker, Pedro, Coutts, they are all
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here = plus plenty of acltion. The Satira series was published when
the Confederation yarns were wound-up and was well up to Robert
Murrayts established standard,
3, THE CRIME OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE by Gwyn Bvans  (U.J. 1313)

I remember thirking this story oddly-titled when I first read
it but I have never forgotien the crimo of that particular Christmas
Trees I would offer a Gwyn Evans Christmas Story to a new reader
because there were so many of them and they were all so warmly written
and very appealing. I would want the stranger too, to mecet that
Jovial news-hound, Splash Page.

4, THE CASE OF THE SHRIVELLED MAN by E. S. Brooks  (U.J. 1320)

This story is recommended because it is not only a goed and
cerie mystery but it introduces Rupert Walde the Wonder Man (ot that
tine a Peril Expert) znd is written with Brooks' usual fast and casily
readable style, The swift action, toc, provides adequate cobtrast after
Guyn Evans® more flowery style.

5. HANDS UP, LONDON by Coutts Brisbare (U.J. 1290)

More action in this one - plus a vivid introduction to Doctor
Ferraro ot the time when ho thought he held London in the holicw of his
hand, In this story Blake is on the job right from the first line and,
in view of the long period of years over which stories of Doctor Ferraro
appeared, no newcomer should be allowed not to make his acquaintance.

6, SUSFIDED FROM DUTY by Guwyn Evens  (U.J. 1519)

Guwyn Evans again - and without apology. I would venture to
suggest that this story is a "must" Not only is it a good yarn, but
once again it serves to provide to a new reader the very necessary back-
ground by presenting Inspector George Coutts (one of the rare occasions
or which he vas dignified by the acquisition of a Christian mmen 85 a
human being and not just a name which represented "officialdom",

1. SEXTON BLAKE'S SECRET by Lewis Jackson  (D.W. No. 1)

This is the only Detéctive Weekly included in my list, and again
it is chosen because of its background. The intensely-moving story of
Blake's blacksheep brother Nigel not only makes good reading but
supplies more seldom-published details of the Man from Baker Street.
Written by an author of such long standing as Lewis Jackson, it is my
feeling that a new reader would want to read further tales in this grand
series. In such a way, they would hear finally of Leon Kestrel and,
interest if sufficiently roused would lead them back to earlier
published adventures featuring the Master Mummer.

8, THE HUMBIR WOUDYARD NYSTERY by Anthony Skene  (U.J. 1325)
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No newcomer to Blake should fail to make the acquaintance of

such a long-standing foe and fascimting rersonality as Zenith the
Albino. I can well remember reading this particular story and it is as
good an exanple of Anthony Skene's work as any, In it, too, Inspector
Coutts be sheer physical strength saves Blake's life as a huge stack of
“inber comes crashing down towards him from immediately overhead, Blake
end Coutts, incidentally, are both in the first paragraph of Chapter. 1

9. TLE MYSTERY OF HiNCR GREEN by Lewis Jackson ( U.J. 1263)

Levis Jackson again but with a difference. In this sory is
iriroduced Lola de Guize, the Girl of Destiny (or to give her her real
nane, Olga Has:w'th), and romance is blended nicely with detective work
anl action, It is the beginning of a series of three excellent stories,
with {unfortunarely) an wnfulfilled nromise at the end (on Page 27, U.J.
1271), vhich read as follows: "This meant thnt he (Blake) and 0lga Nasmyth
We: i1l, sooner or later, to be ranged aguinst each other, Tt neant
thal the snouldering embers of revenge, which he had thought to
extinguish, hnd leapt up into a new and fiercer flame."

10, THEY SHATL REPAY G, H. Teed U.J. 1

This story is the initial introduction to Madamoiselle Roxane
Herfield (succossor 1o Mdlle., Yvomne Cartier — what did finally happen
to Tvonne, by the way?) on her mission of vengeance. FPlenty of action
hore, and, ns the serics developes, romanco too., At the end of this story,
indication is given of the effect of this girl on the bachelor from
Baker Strect in the following paragraph: "The memory that remained with
Blako longest was that of the moments when she (Roxano) had lain in his
arrat

1i. TEE SEVEN SOIS OF CYNOS Robert Kurr. U.J. 12

‘nother mission of vongeance, this time by 2 man originally
conGemned to death for imurder but now at last after sixteen years,
released fron prison, =nd living only for revenge on those who had
falscly had him locked away., Good stuff, this, with a maximm guota of
oction and drama. The Cynos series as well a3 the Satira series were
both deemed wortly of reprint years later in DETECTIVE WEEKLY, and each
takes a valuable plece in the Blake Saga,

12, THE 1OSAIC IYSTERY by Gilbert Choster  (U.J. 1334)

This is my final U.J. choice, It is straight mystery and
doesn't foru part of n serics, but it is a typical example of the work
of Gilbert Chestor, who contributed a large quota of Blake stories over
a long period, some outstandingly good, It is fascinatingly interesting
and at the end is a statement made by Blake himself which actually puts
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into words his methods of dealing with the problem of crime, "After
all" he says, "isn't every case, when it's put together, just a piece
of mosaic? A mosaic of logical deduction founded on the concrete basis
of crime," Well put, Gilbert Chester:

So much for my U.J, selection, Particularly early yearns have
been deliberately omitied, for despite their excellence, a style that
is a1l "dated" might detract rather than add te the appeal of Sexton
Blake to a stranger as a modern personality. It is my own considercd
opinion that the writings of the authors here listed are "ageless" —
even though cvexy story mentioned was written prior to World Wer IT

But having whetted the appetite with these yarns, a logical
nove is to try the longsr advertures as recorded in the Sexton Bluice
Lobrary, Iy dozen suggestions for these will be listed in Part 2,

End of Part Cne
* R OH % ¥

HOWS YOUR MEHORY? (To. 2) by E. V. COPEMAN

Bldke has been in scoe tight spots in his time and this is ore
of them, Ii's quite an casy memory-teaser, so have a try and sec if
you can corrcetly place the writer, the title, and where and wher it
anpeared, Too difficult? Well read it for the sheer thrill of it!
IBASIR KO, 2

"ir, Blake! Hr, Blake! Something's moving! Rasping alcry the
floor! It woke mel" Emily's voice was shrill and unusually fri-htoned,

"Hiee, I expect", Blake told her, finding his torch —- but
hearing sonetiing for himself that very definitely was not a mouse —
nor the rat he had really cxpected.

He caught his breath. "Don't move, Emily! Lie dead stilll}

Yo matter whot happens — don't move!" He had his torch now, and his
gun, "And don't shoot, either of you, unless I give the word" he added.

He switched on. A quick gasp of horror came from Emily — a
curge from Pinker
"Steady, everbodyl" Blake got out through tight lips. "There's no
danger yet. Switch on your torches. Shine the light straight into
the brutes! eycs. I'm going into the roof."

Four snakes were moving sluggishly across the stone floor; it
was the dry rasping of thoir scales that had awakened both Euily end’
the deteotive. Blalte reached up from his bed, caught the beam and
swung hinself on to it. It was the work of a few moments to crawl
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along until he was directly above Enily's bed. "Stand up, Ecily" he
t0ld her quite calmly. "Catch my hands and I'1l haul you up beside me."

His quiet voice had the effect he had intended. Slowly, though
her eye were frozen with terror, Enily got her knoes btoneath her, rose to
her feet, and roached blindly above her head for Blake's hands. He caught
her and lifted her up on to the bear beside him.

By now, Tinker was up too, and sitting comfortably astride the
other bean, "But how did they get in?" he asked, shuddering.

"Holes in the floor," Blake told him succintly. "They've been
deliberstely locsed on us!" He shone his torch to where two of the
reptiles were already cozing up the legs of the beds.

"ind they'rs trained for the job, tool This is undoubtedly the
guest-chazber for unwanted guests!"

"Eow long will the brutes stay there?" Tinker asked through
his teeth,

"1l they've had time to do their job and are piped back agein"

Tir gasped, There's six of 'em down there now! Look,
looded cobras, at thet! Deadly!......... o

Well, cen you place that story? It's really not hard and
thora's a glering clue given over and over again, Can you see it?

Juthor ond titlo will be given next month., In the mesntime,
you Blake fans, how's your memory?

CLUE: The author has had a considerable cutput of Blake
stories and is still living, His first Blake story was publisheq in
1937 and prior to that b hod never heard of Soxton Blake. He has been
given a speciel write-up in the C.D.

AUSWER TO BE PUBLISHED NEXT MONTH.

* % # o *

gu-‘-:l1ﬂ'r!

Ansver to Teaser Mo, 1 (Jan. 1957 C.D.)

IHS wwriter of the story was GEORGE E. ROCHESTER, and the title
of the yarn was THE HYSIERY OF MOWK'S ISLAMD which appeared in
DETECYTVE WEEKLY No. 57 in 1934.

Bill Lofts! interview with Georpe E. Rochester was published
in C.D, Ho. 197

#* # R E ¥

A gwall problem for Detective Lofts.

Two readers have sent me a copy of the article by Peter Cerson
in the Daily Hail (5,1,1957) entitled "Fave you secn Sexton Blake?" Both
versions differ quite a lot, although the writer (presumably) wrote one
article for one peper, The gquestion is: iFY THE BIE‘PE‘RENC%?
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HAMILTONIANA

Compiled by Herbert Leckenby

Film critic of the "Tribune" condemming films which tend to
corrupt the young and the immature (20.1.57) makesthis commert:

"Frank Richards, in the 'Mapmet' and 'Gen' taught, encours-ed,
and caused boys to prefer decent behaviour to shoddy behaviour,
Kipling in 'Stalky & Co.' while overtly putting forward certain
commendable standards covertly encouraged values which cripple and
destroy"

* R kKX X

ARTICLES, ¥y word, I've just been going through my file and find I an
getting rather low with material. iothing to be alurmed at yot, but it
is ecsertial to have z mice few in hand, so that if ome article won't
Tit the space aveilable another might, So Hamiltoniang get dowm to it,
wontt you? Here's a suggestion., The stand-in writers have been much
in the pews lately, but little about their work has been written. So
why not look up some of their stories, read them, and say where you
thirk they differ from those by the macetro. Comment too, on the
temporaxy characters they introduced and so on. There wonld =pneor to
be plenty of scope and of course praise where you think preise is due,
LR B

DO YOU REMENEER?
by Roger M. Jenkins,

Ho. 22 = Geog los, 1635 = 1640 - The Secret Passace Series

Charles Hamilton produced nothing new for the Gem between 1931
and 1939, Nos. 1221 to 1624 of that paper being devoted entirely to
reprints of the earlier stories. The last four serics which he wrote for
the Gem in 1935 are therefore of especial interest in that they reprosent
his firet (and last) plece of sustained writing for the paper since the
lanse in the middle 'twenties,

The series in Nos, 1625 to 1634 concerned foreign travel:
consequertly it was not until tho Sceret Pascage series that a new school
series of the old type rc-appeared, and the question that inevitably
arises is "Docs it bear comparison with the best St Jim's storics of
the previous decade?™ As in so many other spheres, it is difficult to
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to give a clear-cut answer. The sheer brilliance ard sparkle of the
0ld tales was definitely lacking, though there were a number of asmusing
touches, like the following when D'Arcy had just been dismissed at

cricket for a duck:-

Ayst
ery good"

"The pwospect looks wathah wocky now, I feahl" said Arthur
Iugustus sadly. "Not much chance for you fellows, I am afwaid."
"Oh, we'll try to stop one or two," said Blake sarcastically.
"Yaas, wathah! Tuy Yyour hardest, old chap!" said Arthur

5. "Nothin' like twyin', at any wote, even if it isn't

Tiis wus vintage Gussy, and there was also another amusing sequence on
level at the end of the series whon Mr. Ruteliffe took it

the nld hi

upon hims
The Bocret Passage lay between the crypt in the ruined priory and
the Pourth Form passage in the School House. It was Fatty Wymn who

ol

il

e1f to interfore in matters which didn't concern him,

L

ed upon the se

crot, and it was he who was the star of the series
@l enly time in his carecr, The School House was raided
wst mysterious to overyone but Figgirs, Xerr and Wymnn, and
several amsing incidonts conccrning the attemots to solve

t nevorthieless promising well for the future. Unfortunately the
sands of time were running out.

* H K * KK

COLLECTOR'S DIGEST RES" o, 2

y Eric Fayne.

EIEIaE
FIE
olz|leln]r
BRREEIE
Rid| R|BlL|N
rlrivlviels
olB |||

Look at Clue Fo, 1. Decide on the answer,

and write the word against Yo, 1 in the

second square. [IHark off these same six letters
in the first equare, Do the some with the
other clues. You will then have struck out

36 letters in the first squure, You will find
that 6 letters romain. These correctly arranged,
spell the Treasure., Write the name of the
Treasure on a post-card, and post it to the
editor, 5/- will bo awarded for the first
correct solution received. If the prize is not
won this month, the emount will be added to that
offered for the solution of next month's puzzle,

a

The gencral verdict on this series is therefore not first class, *,
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CLUES (each answer is a 6 lettercd word)

1. Vhere lir. Quelch reigns suprens.

2. The Toff.

3. Could this boy have a heart of gold?

4, Gay Dog of St. Jim's.

[ 5. The first of the Famous Five.

; 6. Famous brothers to whom the hobby owes much.

KKK K E
SOME QUERIES FOR MAGNETITES

by George Bromley
Dear Editar,

I have just finished reading the "CROCKER" seri
1615 to 1625, and I wonder if you or other Hamiltonians i
the interpolation of the story in Issue 1617.

4s you probably know, th: series is abo ut Randolph Crocker a
disgraced 01d Boy of Greyfirars, who set up a cobbling busincss at the
old priors cell neor the school.

Fronk Richard's technique in the writing of a serics is so goed
that though each issue is o story in itself, nevertheless, it is also
integrated into the moin story. Yet in this particular scries No.

1617 Hogmet has on exceedingly fine yarn called "The Hoaxing of Hacker"
4 really funny and cemplete story. Yet I can find no normal direct
link with the series as a wholse. Take the story out compleie, and
the serics runs smoothly from No. 1616 to1618. Therc is a very tenous
link insofar as Hacker plays important parts later on in the scries,
out as I say, Fronk Richards normally makes cach issuz interlock firmly,
not looscly

Another sigrificant thing I noticed is that Billy Bunter when he
disbelicves the Fomous Five arc going skating roparks!

"Deop = but not deep cnough for me. 4ll right for Quelch, I dare sajl
He swallowed that yarn of yours a wesk or two ago, about to’ding & short
cut by Cross Keys Lane! I wonder what he would think if he knew where
you were lost Wodnesday?™
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"You blithering, blathcring, blithering bloater" roared Johnmy
Bull, "We've told you a dozen times that we were only pulling
you =illy log, going round by the Threc Pishers Gate, bocause we know
you were prying."
These sentences infer happenings in previous wecks, yet in
the preceeding two issues no such event occurs. I realize they might
have happened in carlicr Magnets, but it was not normal for Frank
Richnrds to go outside his "frame" so to speak, apart from very gencr:il
remarks, These thomes of the previous two issues are i) The main theme
of Randolph Crocker and the mysterious prowler round Greyfriars and
8) Loders =itcupts to pin on the Bounder the happenings caused by the
prowlor,
In this intcrpolated issue neither 4 or B above is referred
to. I conclude thercfore thet, though a story itself, it is not
of the serics. Vhat intrigues me is Buntors refcrence to
55 "two or three wecks ago" Was "The Hoaxing of Hacker"
nnlly writton s part of cnother series? and if so is the one
s‘LOIy the only surmnng part of the series? .nd why was it placed
r series Iid Frank Richards "Copy" arrive late for
? amcl anotier story had to be shoved in,

* % i %

THOSE EARLY OWiS: SOME STRAY THOUGHTS (continued)

by B, V, Copeman

Bat Gussy, Figains, Skimpole (well to the fore in these early
yams), Kildare and Fatty Wyin (back view only but easily recognisable
by lis bull) are all there. At this stage, too, Harry Noble is well
featured, being quite a hero in the yarms. I felt quite wam-hearted
vhen I read of him saying, "What Australia thirks today, the Eritish
Bapire thinks tomorrow" ‘?see chapter 5)

Inotler special feature of this issue is that on Page 19 is a
helf-page illustration By C.E. Chepman, of a Greyfriars Scene, included
in the GIM as o speeial "boost" for the Oreyfriars yarns then finding
footing in the MAGNET. Under this partieular picture, which shows
Doctor Locke brealting in on an unofficial boxing match in the Cloisters,
the caption rcad: "This picture illustrated en exciting incident in
THE B/RRING OF BULSTRCDE in the splondld tale of Greyfriars College
cortained in this week's IAGNET, Now on Sale. Price One Halfpenny"
(3 for the MiGRET yet 1d for the GEM!) I fell I might be right in




45
saying this was the first time Chapman and Shiclds were both essscciated
with Hemilton in the one book.

On the back cover o, Tl in an ad for the BOYS'! REALM is a
wention of "a Thrilling Story of NELSON L¥E, DEICTIVE" and just below it,
anorg o list of BOYS* FRIZND 3d CONPLETE LIBRiRY yarns, GUNFLEET JIH
by Devid Goodwin,

GRM Nou 75 (17/7/1909) features Eilly Bunter's first visit to
St, Jim's, the title of the story being GUSSY'S GUBEST. .4t the ton of
the cover I read: "BILLY THE VENTRILOQUIST AT ST. JIM'S" and the cover
picture shows Bunter and Fatty Wynn cooking a pan of sausages over a
study fire, with tuck all arcund them! This story, of course, wos
reprinted in GEM No, 1317 on 13/5/1933 under the title of "BUITER AT
ST, JIH'S" IHow strange it must have seemed to readers who weren't aware
ihat so many of the very early tales were being reprinted to find them-
selves beirg told of Bunter's first visit to St, Jim's, when, during
the intervening years he had appeared in so many other Tom lierry stories?
Particularly amusing in GE: NO, 75 is the picture on Page § {soumewhat
remiriscent of early Chapnan) which shows the Terrible Three and
Kangmroo, all clad in Btons (and with very high and shiny toppers)}
neeting Bunter on Rylcombe Station. Bunter, also in Btons, actwally
sports a cane ond wears a mortar board!  (there is no reference that
I can find to either in the story, so maybe the artist used nis om
inaginationt)

On the back cover of ¥o. 75 is an interesting advertisormert of
a "Grand Favy Number" of the 1d BOYS' FRIEND and a "stirriug new
aeroplane serial" by Stacey Blake called VWILBIR WRIGHT'S APPRE TICEM

I could go on for hours, there is so much of interest in a
brovse like this. No 99 (1/1/1910) and No. 101 (15/1/1910) are goecd
examples of early St, Jim's illustrations by R. J. Macdonald, As Far
as I lmow, neither of these stories (KING OF THE CASTLE ard 173 ST.
JIN!S RL%ERIES) were reprinted. I wonder if Macdonald, like Shiclds

and Chamman, realised then over what a long period he was to be
asgociated 1ith the prolific Cherles Hamilton! His style then lacled

the polish and finish of the years to come and most of the cheracters
seained {o have sbnomally large heads! In these two issues tou are
instalrents of the serial, BRITIAN'S REVENGE, last of the war trio by
John Tregellis and this time openly acknowledged as being the work of
that Author, (a.gzin, of course, being reprinted from the BOYS? FPIE!D)
Much more could be said. Running rapidly through a far from
complete betch I see thet Skimpole was featvred wery froguently.
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One story, cntitled "SKINMPOLE'S DISCOVERY" (no. 76 dated 24/7/1909)
had a front cover by Shields and possibly the inside sketches too,
though of these latter I am rather doubtful. Artists, in those doys,
changed frequently — cometimes weckly, But St. Jim's was always there.

And even now, the complete tale of "Tom Merry's Scheoldays" has
rot yet boen told.
For this wo are very thankful.

* O K K * X

POTTED PERSONALITIES, 3rd Series.lo. 1
by Eric Fayne.

GFPALD ICDER. Loder was at Groyfriars from the beginning, but he was
not featured in leading roles until after the departure of Carberry.

Though it is clmost certain that Loder has figured more frequently
in the Greyiriars stories than any other serior, it can hardly be claimed
that he is auyihing very outstanding as a picce of character work, He
is a complete villain, with no redeeming features of any kind, Right
from the start, however, he has been consistently depicted.

From tiwe to time we saw him at deggers drawn with Wingate, but
he is most momorablie for his pert in two outstanding serics. In the
Horry Wherton versus Ir, Quelch series of the carly Thirties he was
really the cuuse of all the trouble; later, in the Prout, Headmaster
series he onjoyed ihe full confidence of the short-sighted Prout, and
introduced & novel twist in allowing the Rewove to play a football
matel, in dircet opposition to the orders of the said Preut.

In a rseent television playlet, Leder was beautifully and
sensitively jortrayed by a Handsonme and gified young actor, while
Wingate, 28 s the way with T.V. , was handicapped by locking nesrly
old encugh to be Loder's father. There ein't no justice!

Cli: 56 "GEMS" 1927/39. 4 "POPULARS" 19/9/20. Will exchange

(CNETS"  "S.0.Ls" (Greyfriars, St. Jin's, Roockwood)
VRITE: B, HORLEY, 4, DAVETHORTE VALE, SHE/0OD, NOTTINGHAM.

(HTED:  GEA'S 1197, 1049, 1051, 1072, 1087 and 1088 will exchange or
buy, many GEM and MACNETS etc., to exchange,
J. SMITH, 56, LANGHAM ROAD, NEWCASTLE ON TYNE.
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OLD BOYS BOOK CiuB

NORTHERN SECTION MEETING, 12th January, 1957

We started with a pleasant surprise for Beryl Russell and Tor
Porter waiked in having travelled on a wintry day all the way from
Cradley reath,

Business disposal of Stanley Smith took the stage, Stage is
the right word for he proved to be a veritsble masculine Rukh Draper.

For a start he gave a talk on 'Ave the Hamilton stories true
to life' Drawing on his own experiences as a school master he made
out a good case for the affirmative, He gave an amusing account of a
'schaol for slackers' and of o remarkable schoolboy who was a water
diviner,

Next come a "Hame the Paper" game. Here we had 24 well Ioown
papers wrapped with just a smzll piece cut out to give one a clue,

Two jolly good efforts but then came something that made every-
one gasp vith adwiration,

Stanley produced a huge map and laid it out on the table, It was
bosed on the one of Groyfriars and district which appeared in the
PHAGNET? just before it folded. This was, however, all in glowing
colours and in connection with it was a most ingenious geme called
"Billy Bunbor's Postnl Order" There is not space to describe it here,
but its the most intriguing thing of its kind I have seen for nany a
day. T hope the other Clubs will have 2 chunce to sco it.

Yos Stan, it was indeed your evening - a rattling good start
to the rew year.

iext meeting. 9th Fobruary. It will have another big atiraction
Broeze Dentley's enmual talk, this time on that popular character
Lord Mauleverer,

HERBERT LECKENRY
Yorthern Section Correspondont.
* O ¥ K X R i
REPORT FROM W. H. BROSTER - SECRETARY MIDLARD SECTION 0,B.B.C.
lleetings held 17th December 1956 — 4th Jenuary 1957,
Though 1956 has been a year of mixed fortunes for us we wound
up with & really fine programme for 17th December. Tom Porter who has
a gemius Tor this sort of thing entertained us with a famous Roclwood
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Christmas Classic — "The Mystery of the Priory." To. all who have read
this fine story of a mysterious robbery, ghostly tappings on secret
panels, Jimmy Silver and Co., augmented by the Famous Five from Grey-
friars and the usual seven from St, Jim's, Gussy being to fom as usual,
will be interested to know that Tom got in the whole fourteen chapters
and left out little that mattered. This was follewed by a recording of
fir, C. H. Chapman reading a famous Greyfriars story - "The reformation of
Billy Bunter." As Frank Richards apparantly took his theme from Charles
Dickens "Christmas Carol" this fine recording of our presidents voice
had a festive note. Congratulations to Jack Corbett for his hard work
in producirg this enjoyable iteu,

th Jemainry, 1957. It is with regret we have to announce the resignaticn
of Mr, Jack Corbett from the chairmanship, Jack will continue as a member
of the Club and ns Editor of the Newsletter, A Chairman will be co-cpted
eax'. uceting until the A.G.MN, in Moy, XA programme has been dravm up

to cover the next five months with items by various members covering o
wider sphere of old boys books than we have had in the past. In short,
we ar: commencing 1957 on a new note and with great expectations and
certainly with much enthusiasm and determination.

* ¥ Ok O ¥ *
MERSEYSIDE SECTION
llew Year's Party- Sundsy 6th Jan 1957.

The meeting opened at 4 p.m. as arranged and a special welcome
was given to Mr. Bartlett and Sir rederick Bowman as well as Mr. Simpson -
a former member - with his wife. Also to Mrs. Laffay who, with those
mentioned above we do not often have the pleasure of seeing. After the
mirntes were read and the financial position given, regrets were expressed
that Herbert Leckenby ond Len Packman were unable to be with us.
levertheless, we hope the opportunity will arise for both these stalwarts
to malke us a visit in the future.

The newr was also given thet we shall, for various reasons, be
loosing shortly "Waterloo House" as our Headquarters. Don Webster is
naldng other satisfzctory arrangements and all members of the Merseyside
Branch will be individually notified. Sir Federick Bowman then gave us a
shert, but interesting speech giving his views on Boys Books. We may
not all agree with scme of hif sentiments, but they were certainly
very stimlating.

A quiz preserted by the London Club - "Names and Nicinemes"was
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then tackled, This was ably won by George Riley with Jack Horgen
sccond, Tea was now ready and we all sat down to a well decorated and
prepared table, when all ate and drank to the full.

4 short specch by Don Webster reviewing the Clubs activities
was given at the end, and Jim Walsh presented a box of chocolates to
Mrs, Webster in appreciation of her unselfish help to the club during
the pest year,

Fun and games after tea - Dart throwing that would not disgrace
a'local" team, brilliantly won by Mr. Windsor., A popular team quiz
based on current phrases and colours, was won by the team in which
writer was ircluded,

NORMAN PRAGNELL Secretary.,

* KK K ¥
Report on the London Meeting - See page 52,

* R K K ¥ ¥ H

8.B.L. REVIENS
SILENT WITHESS (Mo. 375) . JOHIT HUNTER.

If you can believe that a man, having found out that his wife
had a mmber of lovers before she married him, would go sc far in his
fury as to engoge a private detective of dubious reputation to ferret
out the sce-ets of other married couples in the village in vhich he
lived in order to send each one a poison-pen letter threatening to
expose their indiscretions presumably to relieve the anguish of his own
mind and then to camnit a murder to prevent his activities from becoming
Iown, you might like this novel, Had blackmail for financial gzain been
the metive it would have been understandable,but for a man to want to
revenge himself on people who never did him any harm simply because his
wife was not absolutely frank with him before their marriage hardly
makes for conviction,

The record books show that John Hunter was writing as far back
as 1915, and while it is good to see the veteran back in the library
agein, readers who recall his excellent work for the Thriller in
the thirties will know that he can do much better than this,

RATING ...... }NODERATE
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MASK OF FURY (o, 576) ARTAUR MACLEAN.

The 1d1ling of 2 negro in a music~hall and the lddnapping of a
beby from its perambulator outside a multiple store were comnecting
links in a chain of murders and blackmail which sent Sexton Blake
speeding hot-foot to Birmingham to the outer suburb of Erdington, in
which district the distracted mother lived, But Rilla Kirby refused
to allov Blake te call in the assistance of the police because the
Kidnappers had threatened to take the life of her baby should she take
such steps, and so he was compelled to play a lone hand.

Rilla's husband, David, brother of Splash Kirby, having know=
ledge of certain plans which had been drawn up to provide for the atomic
defences of the XN,A.T.0, countrics became the victim of a Communist
plot to malce hin divulge them, hence the kidnapping of his child to
bring vressure to bear upon him, It was a tough assignment, but Blake
proved ecusl to the demands made upon his courage and tenacity, and his
ultinaete triumph makes a highly satisfactory finale in a story which
is nt only bang-up-to-date, but in the power of ths telling holds
the interest sll the time all the way.

WALTER WEBB
RATING ...... VERY GOOD

S S R T R

EXCHANGH: JACNETS 1561, 1563, 1564, 1612, 1654
#lso complete "SLIH JOI" series 1660 - 1675 inc.
CEHS 1587, 1568, 1569
5.0.1s, 376 (Greyfriars) 401 (St, Jim's) 409 (Greyfriars)
EXCHANGE OR SELL WHOLE OR PaRT.
MANY ALXOST MINT CONDITION.
R. GREENWOCD, 63, GRIFFITHS DRIVE, ASHNORE ESTATE, VEDNESFIELD, STAFFS.

GOOD PRICE given for illustrated film edition only of "Bones of the
Riven)! Pre 1935 "Magnets" and "Greyfriars" "S.0.Ls" W.ANTED also
"MAGNET" Hos. 1432, 1684 and 1688. "MAGNETS" FOR SALE - EXCHANGE.
LAWRENSON, 44, BLEAK HILL ROAD, ST. HELENS, LANCS.

HANTED: S5.0.Ls. Nos. 179 and 184. "Outcast of Cedar Creak" and "On the

Western Trail" Resonable Price Paid.

FRED GRIFFIN, 2558, GRAND CONCOURSE, BRONZ 53, NEW YORK, U.Sade .
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THOSE ST, FRAWK'S STORIES

In my recent aticle featuring Fred Gordon Cook (Dec. €.D.) X
nade a stotenent that he had written several stories featwring St. Franks-
in the "Welson Lee Lilrary" in 1921, This statement wes roported
corrcet as related to me by Mr. Cook at the time.

Since this article appeared I have had many letters from fellow
collectors who all point out that E.S. Brooks wrote all the storics in
this library, Seme infact have rceently written to B.S. Brocks who hos
replied to the ect "that storics were comrisiored by other juthors at
that tinmc, but were not used in the Library; but were used in other 4.7.
Dopers, cege "Hugget Lidrary” and "The Boys Realm" In statirg this to
tir, Cook he stands Ly his original statement which was "I was asied by
Willie Back {in ..P. Director) to write several stories about St, I'ranks
for the liprary.," .ficr 35 years one cannot expect Hr. Codk to
remenber  the stordes, as he had written so many differcnt faleo ot that
periods

ifr. Cook clso states "that he was always under the impression
that {hc stories appeared in the Library, but on hearing of E.S. I
statenent agrecs that thoy may have appeared elsewhere.

Jeck Wood in the "Nelson lee" colum of last month stab et
"geversl St, Fronks stories in the Boys' Realm were definitely nov
Brooks in thot period” but I should like to point out to friend Jack
the folloving quotations from E.S. Brooks in the past.

Dy Anmal No, T, 1953. "St. Frank's stories ir the Nugget Library,
by J. R. Murtagh.

I feel sure that all these stories are by E. S. Broois and he
hizgelf told ne in 2 letter that he wrote ALL the St. Franik®s siories
that appeared in various papers.

The Helson Lee Column C.D. 42, June 1950. (This was run by Len Packman
ouing to the indisposition of Bob Blythe. )

"Here then, are the titles of the first 50 St. Frenk's stories putlished
in the Boys! Realm etc., persomally I am inclined to doubt the
awthenticy of a number of these stories, for they do not seen to be the
same standard of vwork shown by Fr. Brooks in the Nelson Lee, However,
he tells me he wrote them and he should kuow."

.5 Wr, Cook was peid about £30 a story at that time; it seems
reasonable to assuwe that the A.P. published these stories; but by
E.S. Brocik's different siatements I would like to suggest that the only
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man who could clear up this mystery isthe former Editor Mr. Harold May,
wino I believe is still alive, ( Willic Back died some %ime ago. ) A1
efforts up to as yet have failed to trace him, it a later date an effort
will be made to trace these stories; sard in conclusion I shadd like

to thank the many readers who have shown great interest in this mystery
these include: Frank Vernon-Lay, Jack Wood, Jim Cock, Norman Pragnall,
Bob Blythe and many others.

IR TR R R R L R RN

OLD BCYS' BOCK CLUE
LONDON SECTTON
To the home of Blakiana at East Dulwich came the stalwarts for

inth snrmel Genoral Meeting, Elccted to the chair for 1957 was
Frezk VernoneLay, rest of the refiring officers were eclected cn bloc.
The rouiring chairmen, Len Packman, welcomed his successor and spoke
gome cacowraging remarks about the stalvarts and friends that alweys
attonded the mectings.

Fronk Vernon-Lay thanked him for his remarks and steted that
e hojed to iive up to the very high standard of his two predecessors
in the chrir.

i vory full agenda, good quizzes and a very fine reading by the
cheirman, "Fact end Fentasy," this was unanimously egreed to be
subrit ‘rl 1> Her .ut Leckonby for possmle inclusion in a future issue
"4 wery full and hapy mecting that onc always associates
uicr Paclians. It secued that we got tlrough a tromendous
1ot of good things aid hope to continue with this state of affairs at
Kensington on Sundey, 17th Fcbiuary.

Thus ommrd to our tenth ycar and as we hope, good progress

with our hobby. TNCLE BENJAMIN.

D, ST.CEY, BEECHES, WICKFORD, ESSEX urgently requires the following:
ILCHETS Mos. 343, 344 and 392 and any numbera between 535 ard 543,
Boy Boys Friend 3d. Nib, No. 349. Picturc Show No. 1. Penny Popular
(L-'..' scncs) Nos, 1 to 4, 8 ond 9

GOOD PRICES PAID




NELSCON LEE COLUMN

by JaCK WOOD
328 Stockton Lane, York.
* O* * * A ® ¥ ®

Space is tight this month, so straight into anothcr fine articloe
by Normen Pragnoll on one of his favourite themes,

THCSE  UIPOULAR YELRS - PART TWO

What cver criticism that could be levelled at the storics of
Edvy Searles Braoks onc could nover accusc them of being boring. Thore
is no doubt in tho wmind of the writer that the idventurs ard Holidey
series thet appeared in the peges of the Nelson Lee library from time
1o time wore unsurpassed by any other writer for such similar boys!
books, not cven those stories which are sacred to the lovers of Charles
Bemilton. = Those great serics that appearcd in the earlicr days of the
101d Faper,' such as the 'Bldorcdo’ serics - The 'Yew Anglin! scrics =
and the 'Is-irius' sories will always stand out in cur m
that folloved in the Firet New Series, for example the 'Worthesirig! ard
the "China! storios were equally vigorous in style, but they did, ot
leest to nany of us, over play the part given to Edward Oswald Fondforth.
Possibdy we wore not so aware of this when we wero only twelve ky3
old, but we ave certeinly aware of it now, when we read over sgain
these stories.

Such gross ignorance and display of bad mormers wers irercusable
by Haniforta in some of his antics in the China Series, and far removed
Tror the high standard which should be set by a public schoolboy,
Complete ignorance of China's historic customs and the working of its
monetary system are not tidrgs to be laughed at, or if they are, then the
uriterts sense of lwmour is sadly lacking.

Perhaps we should explain that although we have quite an
affection for the famous Edward, there were many times when we found
him quite impossible, and here we can sympathise with those
Hamiltonians vho were fed up with the antics of Bunter on far tco many
pages of the Mognet, It was with some relief and joy therefore when
wa read the first story in that adventure series that appeared in the
Second Now Serdes No. 24 on July of 1930. The opening number was
called "Shanghaizd" “he St. Franks character that were to share this
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adventure were Nelson Lee, Nipper, Wetson, Tregellis West, Fenton, Browne
and Stovens, a hand picked group for sure.

The story opens with a description of the way the entire party
are cleverly tricked by a falke phone mossage and are shanghaiad on to
a boat due for South Ameriea.

Cneo sboard they find themselves up sgeinst two rescals in the
persons of Captain Angel ard his mate, lr, Crogg, en evil pair of villmirs
as had cver graced the pages of the Luleun Lee Library., Bere is how
Captain was deseribed, "He wes corlarless, his waistcoat was
op‘c , revesling a dirty shirt, greasy with the n:.rks of carvleossly
saten food. Lds chin was unshaven, and eltogother he prescrted an
ursavoury cppeararce. Nelsen Lee, felt, as he looked at the man's
stubborn jow ond evil cyes, that the chonces of esca e Were slim."

Lee was a realist however, and offered the Captain a heavy bribe to
reloase sclf and the boys at the rirst port of call, Les was
stagec at the answer. The first port of call was to be Konte Video,
and th 11d be in two months time, Lee wos made to besr the brunt
of the sodistic noture of Capbain Angel. Stripped to the waist and
bound to a ships yard Lec received the full treatment of a ship's
flogring, despite a brave but unseccessful attemnt by the boye to
rogeue him. Hero we sce Lee perhaps in a new light, not as a great
acteetive, but as a man badly beaten, with his strength sapped. This
is whot Eroocks wrote.
a1son Lee did not fully recover until two days had elapsed,
n his back was raw and agonising. After the final day Lee
out ard forced to work, With his back lacerated and his
re, he wes in no condition to resist."”

Iee eveutually regains his strength and wit however, and secreily
silies himself with one decent member of the crew, kr. Adams. Befcre
& vaek is up Captein Angel reveals himself incapable as a captain, for
he becones drunk and insensible during a heavy storm which blows up.
Here Leo's power as a born leader comes to the fore, and although not

seoman he brings the ship into safe water by working in close co-
oUcm,ﬂ on with lir, Adams with all the boys and some of the crew under
hie direct orders.

Ceptain Angel, on his recovery realizes what he has done and
trys to izake peace with Lee, who unfortunately is partially focled by
the cloak of Angell's good intentions. Lee realizes too late what the
Captains® inbentions are. In the early hours of the morning he discovers
that Angel and some of the crew are abandoning the ship. Let us look

and even
was dra:
sireng
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again at the actual words "The longboat drifted off amid a chorus of
raussus laughter., "Your welcome to the old tub" jeered the captain
"when the next blow comes she'll go under - and you haven't got a chance
of getting away because there's no other boat." To crown it all Lee and
Adams found that Angel had taken all thé water bar a gallon, with them
in the longboat. Truly a ghastly prospect for Lee and his companions.

Fate was, however, to deal a hand in the matters. 3By a trick
of chance, both the brig and the longboat were drawn into the vortex
of the Sargasso Sea where was discovered a community of lost people
consisting of some fifty men, women and children ruled by a Captain
Weston, lmown as the "King"

Over a pericd of years the collection of mulks and shipwrecks
had, by ruch hard work been converted into a small kingdom, To get away
frem this land seemed an impossibility for the currents were too strong
and the winds too choked, The arrival of Captain Angel and his
confederates had increased the difficulties of the islanders, for the
Captain had sworn to make himself ruler of the island and to superside
Captain Weston. As part of his nefarious plan he had seizod Nipper
and Watson and left them out on the weed as hostages, when they were
liable to be attacked by a species of weed monster that were lmown to be
wild in the many square miles of uninhabited weed growth. 4Angcl uses
this as his trump card in attempting to negotiate with Lee.

Nelson Lee has always been known as a level headed and clear
thinking man, but once agein coming face to face with Captain Angel he
loses his temper. "Crash" "Nelson Lee was at the end of his
patience. His right ceame round and caught Captain angel on the point of
his chin, The man wert down like a minepin, thudding heavily to the floor™
"I'n sorty about that" said Loe, once more his usual self, as they went
up to the deck. "I'm afraid I lost my temper lir, Adams" lortune was
howewer still to shine on the St. Franks Party, for Hipper and Vatson
ganaged to break loose from captivity and began what secned an endless
track across the weed. Nearly exhausted by much hard walking Nipper
spotted a light flashing in the distance, Cheered on by tie beam the
two boys struggled on and there to their amazement found a half submerged
submarine complet: ith its Captain, Von Zimmens., His stay was brief
but startling, Towards the end of the'Great War" his own craft had been
dravn into the vortex, but for all these ycars he had becn unaware that

there were any other living persons nearby. To keep himself sare he
had spent all his time keeping his submarine in good working order,

The rest of the story follows logically from this, Helson Lee,
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the St, Frank's party and all the islandors ave given the opportunity
for escape. Lee and two other technically minded men take a compresscd
course of instruction on the working of the submarine and eventually
under Zimmem's guidance, the submarine forces its way under the sea

of weed and reaches tho clear Atlantic when they are picked up by a liner

To road this story again in 1956 one realizos how little it
has dated. It was fresh and vigorously written, giving full scope to
the personality of Lee and his fellow travelleis.

Such a well written story showed up to great disadvantage the
St, Frank!s talcs which were appearing at the same time - mere short
stories dealing in the main with the antics of Handforth and K. K.
Paridngton.  All old Loeites must have been ashemed of them and wondered
how Brooks could have ever written such rubbish. Some explorations have
boen givon which do not give a complete answer, and one can only assune
the author wos deliberately reserving his best work for the deteetive
and adventurc storics.

Sone time was to clase before we were to read another first
class yern by Brooks, but it turned up eventunlly and was to deal with
an uftpleascent cheracter going by the name of Professor Nerki. But more
of this in owr next article.
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HWANTED: Annlgemated Pross pre-war Comics, particularly Fila Fun,

Kinomn Komie, Comic Cuts, Chips, Butterfly and Puck, cspacially those

of tho 1520s4 Also othur pre-war 4.P. Publication from 1920-1940

Details and priees to:  ARNOLD KEENA, 11, FEARL 4VENUE, EFPING, N.3.W.
AUSTRALTA.

URGENTLY REQUI.D: Union Jacks Nos: 589, 726, 849, 862, 1023, 1028,
1122, 1149, 1150, 1157, 1161, 1195, 1202, 1203, 1210, 1226, 1236 to
1258, 1262, 1285, 1300, 1348, 1396, 1398, 1410, 1417, 1475, 1478, 1495,
S.B.Ls. lst Sories Nos: 11, 57, 41, 42, 85, 91, 92, 102, 106, 111, 134,
147, 153, 168, 162, 189, 198, 207, 219, 221, 223, 227, 229, 246,248,
253, 254, 255, 262, 325.

S.B.ls, 2nd Sorics Nos: 8, 24, 25, 77, B9, 94, 102, 129, 132, 213, 236,
272, 297, 335, 489, 663, 667, 687, 693, 723, 740.

MRS. J. PACKMAN, 27, ARCHDALE ROAD, E. ULWICH, S.E. 22.

TORK DUPLICATING SERVICES, 124, THE SHAMBLES, YORK. Tcl: York 25148



