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FR OM THE EDIT OR'S C HAIR 

EASr i·il,mrrnc SOc'TH. Eill Hubbard who has been out in Ke,zya, British 
East Africa fo r se ver lll years , left for bane on February 21st on a 
well- e=ned holi dey . About the time you receive this the ship ::i ll 
have reached Port Elizabeth , Sou t h Africa and he will have met Charles 
Van Rene n, I ,:35 asked by Bill t o try and arrange the cieetir.g , and 
11hen I wrote to Charles he declared he ;,ould be delight ed to travel 
dmm to t he coas t frooi his home a t Ui ten.'ioge even i f it was or.:lJ' f or 
a couple of hours together, 

11ell, that s one good outcome of t he Suez business , for if it 
hadn ' t been for that, Bill would not have travelleJ that mi,y. 

All will wish Bill a happy holiday . 

* * ** ** nmEX. VOL. 3. Yes, its about time thi s was handed over to you; 
well here it i s . \'Tit h the last one you wer e very good in he l pi.l,g 
t owards the cost and if you would each like t o send a few coppers 
a¢n, I shoul d be most grateful . Then will ge t down to th e ot ller 
volumes more speedily than heretofo r e . 

****** 
BILLY BmlTER 1S 0\nl . Legions of 11.'.lmiltonians were di sappointed when 
there was no Bi l ly Bunter ' s Own last year . Well when th ey turn to 
t he 'Lettar Box' a little furthe r on, they will read the goo<l news that 
it will be back again this year , with new publishers, 
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Ben lihi ter tells ,.. that it will have 128 pages , price wi 11 oe 

8/6 and p,blishing date is SeptElllber 2nd. 

**** ** 
THE <YrnER ANl>'UAL. Ah me! T"ne month of March and there are still 
quite a rur~ber of subs. for the c.c. A.nm1al stil l to care in. 'Tis 
a pity that each year I have t o write pars. lik e th is well int o th e 
spring . It i s a littl e disheart ening. Do please let me be able to 
say ' all in I next month. 

****** 
THE HYSffl!Y OF TOM Sl'RYPE SOLVED 

When I wrote th e account of my London holiday in 1953 I sai d 
that the only dis appointment had been I had not seen Toe, Strype ( vhan 
I had t1et on eeve.rs.l earlie r occasions) nei ther, des pite several 
l etters with a vie ll t o an appointment, had I had any newo of him. 
This was so unlike hir.l that I could not hol p having a f ear that some 
ilJ . lwl bA:f "1. len him . 

Well never ~.i.!l did I havo aey news until a week or two 880, 
then FrMk P,,tt i ngell told me in a l e tter that Ta:, had been dead for 
nearly tt.re e years . Frank was to ld by Ta:,1s sister-in-law who had 
seen an advert of Fra.'1k's in "Exchange and Mart" 

Despite the fact that the news wss so belated it saddened n:e as 
much as if it had happened the othor cui;r. 

Ta:1 waa one of the most kindly, lovable f ellows I ever met. 
On my Lendon visit s we used to meet outside Kcosle y House in Gray, Inn 
Road whore be was Elllployed as a reader for "81'\Y years . Despite the 
fac t that he suffered from chronic asthr:a (a complai nt t hat killed him) 
he used t o take mo off on a tour , he i nsisting on playing host . After 
lunc.'1 on the last occasion he aalced me where I 1'0uld like to go and I 
sugges ted fadame ~sauds . Ta:, s aid with a sru.le , that despite the f act 
that !w was a Londoner he had never been th ere. lie se t off for the 
!!arylebone Road where we had an enj oyable aft erno on. 

I can see him now as he 1'aved to me as I mount ed a bus by 
Waterl oo Sta ti on after vowing to meet again the following year . Alas ! 
we never did • 

J.nother old fri end, Harry Dowl er, will cordially endorse all I 
have said for he rec ei ved tho same kind);{ tre atment when he met Tera 
in London Town. 

May the earth be r es ting lightly on your grave , one of the bes t 
of tho Brothe rpood. Yours sinceroly , llERBERr LEl'.:KlllBY 
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Conducted by JOSEffiL\'E PACKl·W; 

'Zl I Archdale Road , East IAtlwich , London S . E. 22 

First of all I mu.~t apologise for late publi cation of i!r . 

Lay ' s article uhich appears in this i ss ue . This should have i,een 

published las t month, but by an unfortunate oversight it boco.':1e over ­

l oo.1<:ed . I may say I :,as horrified vhen I found it quite by accid ent, 

and t hat soce evening I got on the • phone t o Fr Bilk - as "9 of tr.e 

0 . ;J.B. Cl l'.b and S. Blake Cir cle know him - t o off er my s !.:cce re re g rets 

for the sli).l-Up . 
In res :,onse to reques t s - and subject to space pc:r..i tting -

I shall continue -.nth the half -ye arly lists of U.J . title:, eac h month 

f rou noi1 on. 
Bill i,ofts doesn • t waste much time ! The dey afte r rccei.,ing 

the FebruarJ C. D. I had a lette r fran him giv ing the ar..swo:, t o the 

little ,.roblec I se t hii:> in J anuary Bla.ciana . His reply is as fo ll o;,s 

"The artic l e was, in fsct , written by Kenneth All~ o:>, us ing 

the pen- nar,e of I Peter Carson ' becau se he al so had anoth ,,r articlo on 

th e same page . The original article was far longe r tluln the s pace at 

tho time pe=itted , and the llo,thern Edition was cut about ru-.d nbri~ ed 

i:oro tl -:.3n tho Southern one . A feature arti cle s uch ns t~ s i t. onl y 

used as a space fill er for th e Dai ly Pross; th e length , of courae , 

depending on the omount of news being used at the time . " 
Thank you , Bi ll , for such a speedy r eply and solutio n . 

Part two of Eric Copeman' s article "On Our Sel ection" ,:ill 

appear next month . On thi s sub ject I have r ecoi vcd a lett er fran 

\/al t e r Fl aning , of Chingford , who suggests that Blake enthusiasts 

let i::o kn01: th eir own twelve favourite U.J . s t ori es . This is a good 

i dea and I chall be please d to hear from you , giving me your se l cct ­

io"8 oi th or in tho fom of on articl o or e. straight list . T;iero I 

will publish , so pl oase ge t you rt,ens to worl<! 

JOSI.E ?ACKMAN 

* * * • 
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SEXTON B!.iJ(E AND LAIS DO'flSOll 

A Postscript to llaJ!Dr Webb • s I Soxton Blake - and th e 

Problan of tho Kissing Authors , 1 (C. D. Annual 1956) 

By F. Vernon La7. 

1110 s tory "Sexton Blake ' s Fir st Caso" in U.J . No. 69 is 

rocnonsiblo fo r throwing oore rod herring:, into th e Blake 5888 thnn 

011!/ other . The story opens with Blake , described as the Secretary of 

tho Helst on Footb.311 Club , ono of a. crovd of athl e tic youths in the 

concert-roan of a well -kno~m restaurant i.'t Temple Bar. Th.oy are 

srouped rowid l ong, narro w table s , all Slilo:dng furiously and drinking 

the li g,'.test of ginger- beers or coffee . Blake i s tall , '1nd looks 

curiou.sl,y rese rv ed and delic ate . It contiJ'.Ules: "Be vas at this ti.Ito 

diatinctly shy in nature , and given more to books than t o athletics. 

Indeed , i t is doubtful if he would ever have tak en to foot oal l et all 

if i t had not been for his genuir.e effection for that graceless scomp 

Will Bastable . " E\irthero ore , he droa,::s of his employer 's daughter , 

the protty Leis Dowson, "for he loved hor with all the fervour of his 

yoU!l8 am lll'dent and devoted soul , and yot he was too poor to ask her 

to be hi s , altho ugh a wa."'1 friends hi p exis ted between theo both . " As 

Walter ;,.,,,. already rel'1ted in his article, Sexton Blake at Lai s I 

re quest gi.veo up t he la. , thanlal to ::.n in he ri ta.'lCe of C3(X) from his 

Aunt Fnr.ni.e, and ta ckles the problem of her father ' s di sappearan ce , and, 

being succe •s ful in this , hi s firs t case , the lawyer promises Blake his 

suoet , bluo lting <WJ8bter 1ais as a orid o and als o to set him up in 

busir.ess ru, 3lake & Co., Private Detectives, i:1 socie vacant offices he 

had in st . ::artin ' s L<>ne, near Trafalgn.r Square . Alth ough the story 

is re1'!t ed by tho aut i1or Stanh ope Sprigg as beir.g told to him by Blake 

ce.cy yeEJJ:s late r , there is no later ref ere nce to the f air Lais . 

Ir.ci dentally , I =ino t trace 1J1tf oouroe for Walter ' s description of 

L.us as ' pet ite . 1 In fact the sto ry is re:iarlmbly retic ent as to her 

nppcaro?'.ce , and beyond statir.g she i s fair , pretty and blus hes easil,Y , 

\tO have no infoimntion . 
For the so lu tio n of the Lais Mystcr; we must turn t o O.J . !lo. 

73 ontitl od "Fran Clue to Clue , or , Sexton Blake ' s Hardest Ca.se." 

Thi s , 1,e read , was by the author of ''The r~te ry of Hilt on Royal"llho 

11as gi ve.'! as ,\mold ~vis and whom we J'lt down as 11. Murrt\Y Graydon. 

Lais a.ekes n brief , very bri ef , reappearor.ce on pa.go 16. Blake has 

been bound ham and foot and left supposedly helple ss in a bl.nzing 

house . He fre es himself f roo his bonds but c an only re ach too top 
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floo r but h'13 not the 3trength to haul himself further , ond was on the 

point of let t ing go f rom exhaustion wid falling to his death uhen "A 

misty foce appeared aoo ve , l ooking down at him throU8h the reek of 

Sl!loke. 1 Courage ! 1 a voice cr ied . ' I will save you ! Can you draw 

yourself higher? ' ' No, I ..,, helpless !' pont.,d the detective . 'Then 

tru. ~t to me! I oi:i strong !' A pair of slim , white hands gri ?pod 

Saxton Dlcke by the wrist , Op he went , a steady tug pull.in;; i!' .ch by 

inch until , with a l~..st effo rt I he topplod for-"nrd on the fl :1t aur-

face of t."lo roof . He rose to his feet , breathing hard , and zla.nce d 

:.t i,ia rescuer , so.u before him a beautiful young woman in a dr cco ing -

eo..m mid ili ppero . 'Lais ! ' he gasped incredulously . ' Is i't ye.a?' 
1\-fh.o c..re you? ' th o young wo:nan excla.i::iled. 'That is 'JJY DB.riC 1 but r.ow 

ciri. :,'ou lmow me?' 'Could I ever forget your fa.ca? And you - but I 

o..--:a discuised, of course ! You h.3Ve no id ea who I am? ' I t;ri.1:.:: not ! 

And yet I oee::1 to reco.11 - ' 'Lais , I aci Sexton Blake ! 1 1 Sext on 

Bloke ? .Ah, yes , I recognise your voice ! So we meet again ! 1 Fer 3 

feu secor.rls the two were s ilent, standing t ogether on the hounc- top , 

while ti,o lurid 0loom of the fire pl'l)'ed upon them , and the roar of 

London 3ln.r . .Jed, the din of wheels , and yelling voices, and cra C:.lir.g 

flame~ , strucJc wi.'teard upon t heir ears . Ten years befor ,o, t:"' 
dote:: tiv a had kno-..m La.is Dowson, and learned t o regard her ..-.'ith feel ­

ings of c.orc than friendship , and had t!l ougbt o f he r ns a 11ife . Since 

t,,cn , cuc,r,,.st=es had forced th um apert , and the spell of the ;,.:,.st 

was nov stronc upon t heci. But only for o :noment . I t was no ti.J:lo for 

sontincn"tal :roverics . " Lais then explains har presenco r~:t doo r ar.d 

furrd.she s Blnkc witi1 vitlll infonno.tion, aft e r whic h th ey &r~:o l'!.:u,ds 

end pert , :md L!,i3 is heard of no more . 
It is evident that this is a deliberat e interpola t ion pro bably 

1nser.;ed at th3 request of the editor to dispose of th o throat of 

Bl:ike 1s ,,,,,rri"89. It is a general tradition for tho her o to i'C!lBin 

unmarried , as road.or s soon lost: interest in married heroe s , a.rd it 

prevents th o introduction of further feminine charmers . 

This story ua.s publisP.e d in 1905 , whil o Percival Cooke's 

rcfc:,:cne o to BlDke I s wife 11aa way back in 1901 • I think it ro:i3 onablo 

to proSUl!'.o that if there -.as a,iy furth e r referenc e t o Ur:::. Blol'.o it 

would oo prior to 1901 . As a t that dato thero was no atte upt at a 

Blako Saga run the stories had very littl e in coa.ion, and in '-"II 

event Percival Coolro ha.a to his credit , in my records , only this one 

story of Sexton Blak e i n the 1<f, Union Jack , I think it rcasona ole to 

"'3SUOO that the roferer.ce slipped in without any real thaj1t boing 

given to the = ttcr . I t just happened to sui t the story nt that 
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mm:ont, and was just aa soon forgotten ; and pending furthe r evidence 

t hat is , I think , the jll'Opor course for studen ts of the Blake Saga 

also . 
• * • * * 

HOW' S YOUR Mll10RY? (lie . 3) by E. V, COIDJAN 

Talking about t4lht corners ( which "as the wey thi s series beean) 

can you imagine a ti ght er corner than for Sexton Blake and Tinker to 

r,,ach a staiie in a caso where they violently disagree? 

The Balcer Street pcir have had more thM one argu,,ent in their 

time . They wouldn' t be human i f thoy didn ' t st tir.ies fail t o se e eyo 

to C'Je. We li::e thee that way bec~use it e1 ves added reality . 

But can you remember this classic ex:inple of a ''battle rcycl" 

betueen tho two detectives? In what story did it appear and who oTOte 

i t? 
TE.I.Sm liC. 3 

T:L'1kor sco.rled . He 1'llS r.ot naturally a bot -headed person , but to 

havo th e theory that he knew was correct contemptuously brushed aside 

made hi s tanoor riGe. 
"Anl I~sn:,, guv 1!l0r, that I st ill believe 1 1?:ll on the right t rack ! 

Hang it e.11, you're not inffJ.li blo !" 
Sext on Bl:iko 6"iled indulgently . 

"Of course not . ~ ~..:,vc never claiJ:led to be infallible, but I do 

claim t o j;,ave had o. l i tt lo more experionco in the science of cried no log,, 

th3.n you have. 11 

"Yea, but hnng it all, guv'nor , you won't gi ve a chap a chance ! 

I wa.'l telling IT.al this morning . . . . 11 

"Hou can,y times have I told you not to cake unguarded statooen t s 

to Press reporters?" snapped Sexton Blake . "I have a very good Jtird 

to forbid you to associate with Hal until after this case is c re.pl e te, 

if you cont~!ll.O to discuss it with hi.Cl. " 

bitter~!. 8~~;~~r~~:s 1~:t b~u t:.)~~t e~~l::~1!i: e~~ngue. 11 

Sexton Bloke' s face darkened . "llon 1t be impudent, Tinker ! I've 

already told you I disog:ree entirely with your theory , • 

'l'inlror 1s f ace flu.siied hotly •'i th r,,sentaent , and his temper ro8'! 

at the se<ming injustice of Blclce' e re mork. Vory stiffly he climbed to 

hi s feet . 
''This moming , guv ' nor , you hinted tiiat I could follow :zy o-.m 

line of enquiry , " he said . "Very well . I shall prcve that for once 

in your l! fe you1ve been \.TOl'lf'· 11 
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"Nore Wcely you I ll make a bigger ass of yourself than you have 
al.ready done , 11 retorted Blake acidly. 

Tinker clenched his fists . Hi s mouth tightened as he strove to 
keep back tho retort of rage that almost bur s t frcm him. He tried 
to keep a curb on his to:nper , but bot resentment at Blake 1s prejudice 
,n,r,;cd up in him . 

"Righ t , guv 1ncn:!" he snap ped , blld his voice trembl ed a little . 
"If that I s th a case, I 1m certainly not going t o stay Wlder this roof 
any l ong.sir. When I 1ve proved to you that I •m tj.ght, maybe we can get 
to gether cE;ain. 11 

A dull spo t of colour mounted into Bl ake• s sallow cheel::, . "Tinker " 
he s ai d quie tly, 111 tol erate ins olen ce or insubordinatio n f:::o:~ no one . 
You have nade your choice . Far be it for me to stand between you &11.d 
y olU' deeire for freedom . You have your own banldng accou..'1t:, o.nd I 
sooll watch your f uture career with interest . Good-mor niP.(; and good 
luck !" 

1"11 tl1out another ,rord Sext on Blake swung on his heel and st rode 
into the la boratory , closing the door behind him. 

\fell , there it is . Remember it? 
Now who was the writer who t old us about it , and what m:.s the 

yen.-1? 
CLUE: The >.Titer of this story i s unfortunately no lorl{.-cr l iving. 

Re ,-,as the cre ato r of e. whole galle ry of popular characters in the 
"ol d days" and al.so responsible usually for a r ather spec ial type of 
Blake story on a stated occasion. His own story has be c!'l to l d core 
tl:an onc e in the po;;eo of the C. D. 

Ai<~IER TO BE ?UllLISHED NEXT !',ONT!!. 

* * * * * 
;,..,,,lier to Teaser No, 2 (Feb . 1957 C. D.) 

The writer of t he story was ANTHONY PARS)NS, and t he tit le of 
the yarn wcs THE CASE OF THE DA!lGRA ~!ILLIONS which appeare d i.'l SEXTON 
BLAKE LlllRARY No. 189 in 1949. James W. Cook 's spec ial article on 
Anthozv Parsons was published i n C .D. No . 93. 

* * * * * 
UNION JACK TITLES - YEAR 1919 (J anuarv - June) 

No. 795 The Hoon of the East (Losely) 
" 796 Hooduinked (Lee and Nipper) 
" 797 The Cl ue of the Cuff Link ( The Rat) 
" 798 The Clue of the Five Hairs (Waldo) 

C. Hcyi;er 
E. s. Brcoks 
R. Murray 
E. S . Bro.oks 
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" 000 
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" 004 
" 005 
" 006 
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" 008 
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" 813 
" 814 
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II 816 
11 817 
" 818 
" 819 
" 820 
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The Clue of t he Frozen Knife (Lee) E. S. Brooks 
The Affair of the Bronze ~ionkey E. S. Brooks 
The Shanghaied Detective (Waldo) E. S. Brooks 
The Case of the Bleck Feather (The Bat) R. Murrey 
The Man with Two Lives (Cora Twyford) C. Wol fe 
The sacred Saphire A. Blair 
The Case of the Stacey Rubies (llal do) E. S. B.rooks 
The ili ssing Crooks ( Crim. Con. ) R. Murray 
Traciced by Wirele ss (Crim. Con) R, MUITay 
Held as a Hostage ( Crim. Con.) R. Murray 
The Cast l e Warden A. Murray 
The Clue of the Second Bullet (Lee) E. S. Brooks 
The !!and in the Shadov ll , M. Gr a,;;don 
The White Liner ( Crim. Con. ) R. flurray 
T'ne Riddle of Quinton Grange E. S. Brooks 
Behind the Curtain (!lantuck et ) A. J,!urrny . 
The Strange Case of the Naval 

Lieutenant (Kestrel) L. Jackson 
The Case of the Sto len Yacht (Crim . Con. ) R. Murrey 
The Great Spiritulism Case (llaldo) E. S. Brooks 
The F.idden Ti'.ree C. Hayter 
The Case of tile Vanished Guardll!llan \I. 1{. Gmydon 
DL-,,: Dolland ' s Ordeal ( Crim. Con. ) R. Murray 
(lli.:mber 795 is dated 4th January, 1919

1 
and 

lh11Dber 820 is dated 28th June , 1919) 

**********'************ 1111 I I I II IN If ll l ·~* *I I IN I IN IN IN I I 111! 11 ......... H* ** 

CT.::::n'LY WAfrrED: !Ini on Jack Nos. 589, 726, 849 , 862, 1023, 1028, 1122 
1149 , 1150 , 1157 , 1161, 1199 , 1202, 1203, 1210 , 1226 , 1236 t o 1253, 
1262, 1283, 13X>, 1348, 1396, 1398, 1410, 1417, 1476 , 1478, 1495 . 
S. B1Ls , 1s t Series Nos. 11, 37, 41, 42, 85 , 91 , 92, 1021 106, 111, 
134, 147, 153, 168, 182, 189 , 198, '2fJ7, 219, 221, 223, 227, 229, 
2~s. 248, 2531 254, 255, 262, }25. 

s1:;;. 1s , 2nd Series Nos. 8, 21, 25, TI, 89, 94, 102 , 129, 132, 213, 236, 
m , m , TI~• . ~ , 66~ ~ . ® . m,n~ 
MRS. J . P,\CXi!AH1 27 ARCHD,;LE ROAD, EASr IDLIIICR, LO!l!Xlll S.E. 22 

FOR SALE: !-~ts Nos. }, 8 , 9, Offers before April 10t h to 
G. ,;u.J'.SON , 7 SUMMERFIELD GARDENS, BRt.HLEY, !.EE:00. 1}. 
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LETTER BOX 

Great News f rom Frank Richards 

Dear llerbert Lec!cenby, 

Rose Lawn, 
Kingsgate , 

Broads tairs , 
Kent. 

February 16th 1957 

I-~ tr.anks for the C.D. and for your le tter . Just a s pot 
of nmm : Billy Bunter ' s Own Annual will be coming out again this 
year , nm, j_,ubli shed by the Gui ldford Pres s . I have lately cor.tpl et ed 
1,-n.tir ..:: it , and Cha;:man is getting busy on the pictures . It lo olr_s 
like being an improvement on earlie r issues . .. i f t her e is r cc:c for 
improv ement ! It will give me - am I hope ot hers - a l ot of 
ple a.sure to see i t a.gain , af t er mis sing l as t year . A neu Bunt'3r book 
"Billy Bunter ' s Bolt" , will appear in the sp ri ng , about East er , fo r 
which also Cha~'MJ'l is now doi ng the pictures , and in th e Au.tul':"IJ\ n 
boating s tory of a ho li day on t he Thames, a subjec t th a t mllkcs :so f ee l 
a teen-a,;-er when I write of it , bringing baclc to mind lovely ol d deys 
lfhen the water ri ppl ed unde r the willowa - as no doubt it s ti ll does ! 
Who woulcb11t like to be sixteen again, just for a day i n a boot ! 

Kindest regards , 

Always yours sincerely , 

FRANK RICHARJ:6 

* * * 
From the Publ ish ers of Billy Bunte r' s Own 

Guildford Press Ltd ., 
27 Craven Street , 

London w_c.2. 
18th February, 1957 

Dear ,-:r. Leckenb y , 
Nr . Chapnan has given me your rwme as I asked him how I might 

obtain a list of Ol d Boys ' Clu bs . I am publishing i n the .\utu::Ul 
Billy Bunt e r ' s Own Annual and would have liked t o circulari se the 
Clubs c.nd tell them about it. It might be that they havo a l!l.'.lg!lZine 
of th eir own and would be wi ll i ng to mention my publication . I 
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would be L1ost grateful fO!' aJ'\Y infon:i.ati :m you could give me, and hope 
yo-~ will forgive me for ,u tting you to t.'u.J trouble . 

Your.J sincerely , 
Ii . !,. Bayne- Powell 

* * * 
MORE mns ABO'Jr "!JOYS \i!LL BE BOYS" 

16th February, 1957 . 

Dear ?-~. I.eckenby , 
VerJ -:;;;my thenks for sendir;:; ce a copy of the current Collec tor's 

Digest , an:! for includ.::.ng that friendly :,ar,;graph . 
I have sent off tle rovised copy to the µ.i.bli sher . In all , I 

must have writ t en in about 15, 000 ;rords , but I have cut almost as 
much. 

I hc.d a note from !'!!'. Norman Praen,ell , ;;ho wants ~e to overhaul the 
material about St. Fra.'lk 1s (a subjec t on ;,hic.'1 he obviously knows more 
th.an I do. ) I hope to do sooeth ing about i!Cin proof. 

J.g:un, var; many thanks , 
Yours sincerely, 

E. S. ';'UR!IIB . 

~~: c~~tcic . Vol1ZOos 20, 21 , 22, 24, 25 . 2/- euch ond posb ge . 
Autooi o;;ra;ey of Fror.k Richards 2/6d. Also Aldine Turpins , odd Union 
J:i.cks, Lot- o- f\ms , Dirz ond Lib, Nugget Libs , and Boys Friend 30. 
s .. ~.E. _, :. H. CLOUGH, 3 Fl'.l:iTHILL GiWVE, S&.E , _M.iliClIESTER. _ - · _ 

l:fJ iTED: t o co::iplote cot of S .O.Ls. Noa . 9, 16, 40, 58, 157 and 264 
also Boys 1 Fr::.er.d Groen I un - !fos . 756 c.r.d 758 . 
BERYL R!JSSELL, 4 1.3I!GROVE ROiill, OFF SHL1Yl i,:J{E, GREAT &P.R, iiIRM~NGPJJ·f 

22.,. 

1i~Ua-ED: :.a::u..;-:.:~.t cd Press pl""J-· ;a.r Coo:.ics, j)Ql:ticularly Film fun , 
Kincr...a Kade , Co..".ic Cuts, Chips, Butterfly and ?uck, especially thoso 
of th o 1920s . ,\ls o other i,.. P. ;>'Jblicntions fr001 1920 - 1940, 
Doto.ils am pric e t o: 
~:.RUOLD KEENA, 11 PZnRL AVDWE, EPPUlG, i:.s .w. AUSTRALIA. 
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1-JAJYULTON 16.f';lA_ 
Cornniled by Herbert Leckenby 

Tr.e J:or.:cs t he S:,me . On the ni€ht of our meeting I read in our 
evening ~pe r - "For being drunk and dis orderly Jomes McCrum u~ f ined 
a:, wit:l 157- co s ts by 1/ulsall Nagistr at es to - day . He ad!.li tt cd bo th 
off onces . 11 

Surdy thi s couldn't be Ji.miy HcCann the Head of ai{;l! Coombe . 
"The School for Slac kers? " (Extr act f ro:!! a. letter from T0u1 Porter , 
Cradle-J m,:ith . ) 

* * * * * 
Dr. GeoEi'!.._~ s;ioke on change s in the Kremlin in thc:tkc.i.:.Q 
Newsre el" on Februa.cy 15th. 

* * * * * 
}iO'\·r here I s somet hing f rom Roger on a school some,·;!LC.t 

ne gle ct e d ;.1.p to na1 : -

The Ced:ir Creek Schoo l boys ' Owrui 
by Roger M. Jenkins 

Of all t he v.:rious legends so carefully foster ed by t.'1e 
}.mc..l.gar.,ated Pres s conc erning th e diff e rent pen- names of Charl e s 
Ha:il ton , none '" " qui t e so bizarre as tho t ale of Frank Ric hards I 

sch ooldays , supposedly r el a ted by hi s old chuo loiartin Cli fford . 'ihese 
stories originally appear ed in the Boys ' Friend between 1917 ,,ml 1921 
but, li}::e th eir st.at.le-ma te s , the Rookwood stories , they conti nually 
r e- :'.!fpe arcd in reprints in various papers and at various dote s long 
after tile ori ginal :Jerie t had pass ed into limbo . The reprint~ ~,ere 
r,ainJy in the Holi <ia;y Annual , the Popular, and the Gem, but there were 
3ls o tilree School boys 1 (hms devoted to Cedar Creek in 1930-3 1 1 a.11.d it 
is t..:i.cse :1hic h ui l l fonn the subje ct for conside ration in thi s article• 

It is a C1eas ure of th e growing poj1<llarit y of t he lia,,-nt't in 1917 
vis-a-vis the Gem t hat it was Frank Richards I schooldays t·1hicJi formed 
t ~e subject of the se rie s : a fe !f years earlie r it woul d have bee n 
ii=tin Clifford who would have been chosen as the hero . According to 
the first nuober in the se ries, Frank Ri chards ' father had lo::it his 
nonoy 1 and had had to leave England .to tal ~e up a job on a pl a.nt c tio n 
in India. Fra'1k was forced to leave St . Kit '.~":'.'1 go to 3:":':.'.'._~ 
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his uncle r ancher Lawless i n British Collltlbi a . Together with his 

cousin Bob Lawless he went to the tlati onal School at Cedar Creek vhich 
was ably run by lliss ,•leadows with tho ass!.stance or · Mr. Slimey . The 
third member of tho trio of boys was Vere Beauclerc , the Cherub. 

Whether the background of the stories was an accurate representation 
of the life of the period is a question uhich only a middle-aged 
Canadian can answer for us , but t he stories th~msel ves were ver:y ente r­
taining , and Charles Har..ilt on' s hapz>Y knack of appeari ng t o have first 
class lmouledge of every baci<grct>nd he used could not but l eave the 
reade r fully sa tis fi ed . Added to thi s , there is the feeling that 
Charles Hn!r.iJ.ton was gettir.g a little t ired of the Ma,iret end the Gem 
in the late war years . At tm;t rate it see:ns ce rt nin that th o Rook­
wood end Ccclar Cre ek stories opened up new vistas f or him, and the 
ta!es of the se two schools ccrne like a breath of freshness t o the reader 
even now. 

The firs t Cedar Creek Schoolboys ' Own was !lo. 142 entitled 
"Chmr.s of the Backwoods. 11 It contained no less than three separa te 
se ri e5 , .rhich produced rather a scrappy effect in one volume, but the 
diverse -to:,ics to uched upon,go far t o illustrate the wide scope of th<:? 
stories . Tho first series related how Frank Richa::-ds was called out 
of his clnss-roorc by ~1 st ranger , t o interpret a French Canadian, only 
to fir.cl hi.,"1Sclf mixed up with a r,ci.r of scoundrels , The second se ri es 
dealt l':ith a !eySterious disappearance of gol d fro;n the cla.iI.'lS, sU!Jpicion 
for uhich fell upon Fronk : in the end, Kern Guntcn a S,,iss boy was 
f ound to be ti"~e culprit , a.1'1d he lu.d t o lea.ve the ochool. The third 
serie s was in a.r!. entirely dif ferel'!t vein , and de:llt with t!'le inaucur ati on 
of n new school called Hillcres t , which was being nm by Mr. Peckovcr 
for th e sons of ger..tl emen. The o.tt e1.:rots of Frank Rich:lrds & Co. to 
t o.kc ?·:r. Peckovcr down a peg or two we~ understandable , and could be 
sycp:itiUsed ,-,i th, but in ty pically Hamil tonia.~ !Illll'.ner, the young heroos 
were comrlctely unsuccess ful (a concl usion which no substitut e wri. ter 
would ever h.'.:!ve drer.ed of £!11ployil:ig.) There \·;as sX!ething fo r everJ­
one in tl>is Schoolboys ' 0-.m. 

"The Outc~st of Cedar Creek " in No. 178 of t he Library was by 
for and away the best of the tlu"ee , beir.g an exceptionally fioo and 
voll - integro ted story . Frank Richards was suspecte d of theft, and a 
stolen ten-dollar bill was found upon h.iL,. His Uncle ' s faith in him 
""" soo.tteroo , and Hr . Lawless stated that he intended t o send Fra."lk t o 
a private refo=tory (''The master is kncwn to cie per sonall y . He hos 
had a great deal of success with t he sons of emigrants of a l ow 
ch::lr.lct.:ir - peopl~ who lur.re not l ea.mod to li vc up t o Anglo-Saxon 

' 
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standn-~s - Poles and Sl ovo..lcs and so for t h . ") Rather than subm. t to 
this indignity Frsnk r an away f rom t he Lowless ranch t he sru:,e night , 
and the rest of t he story related in :m enthr!llling manner how ho 
f nrcd during hi e exile : the atn:osphere wns finely con t rived, n..id iias 
reca;,tured <>t,---ain in t he Rookwood Can.'.ldi an series and the Rio Kid tru.es 
of la t er years . Eventunlly the wheel of fortune br oi.ght hi"1 back to 
Ced= Creek , ru,d his nroe was cleared . 

Tile fincl number of th e trio was No. 184 entitled "On the 
\t"est~:"T'l Trail" end was composed of t wo distinct sets of stories , .:.U.-
thoti.gh it appeared to be a continuous · sequence of reJ>=ints . The 
first lulf was a description of an advent ur ous holi day spent p.-u-tly 
in " l =bcr hot el by th e Pacific and partly aboard a brig 1:hic.', went 
by t},c r..ome of the Oce:,n -)Ileen, whi lst the se cond half of the i ssue 
detlt i,ith the surprise that awaited Ver e Benucle rc on his return frOl!l 
th~ holiday: his f othe r was no lo!'.ger a despised remi tt e.:1ce can 
oristir..; on the charity of his bro t he r, Lord St . Austells , Lascclles 
Beaucl orc had now· made good, and the old shac k was r eplaced by a. wel l 
built timber co.bin , In addition , Vere ' s elegnnt cousin Alger,, .on W'1S 

on his wcy t o sper.d a fe~,· months with his relatives in the C.:u::.cdio.n 
b.'.lclrnoods. Old r eade rs of the Gem proba bly saw a number of poin ts 
of roser..bl n .. nce betwe en Algernon and his mere renowned proto tj·pe .A..rther 
,\ugustus D1 Arey in his early days . 

In a wcy it wns the glory of the Magnet which shed u little of 
its own brilliant lustre upon the Cedar Cr eek stories . The fact t hat · 
the hero of t he stories wa.s intended to be the au thor of the Creyf riar• 
S"<.""' considera bly :ieightens the interest of the Cedar Creel: tales . 
To the ocl~oolboys of 19 17- 21 i t must h~ve been fuscinnting to kno·,.; ho~·1 
adventu .--oUDly Frank Ric!lards md spent his own schooldays . To the 
ro<lders of 1957 there is still more than a little wry poigr.ancy in 
re.'.lding hm, Charl es Hamilton would have like d himself t o h.wo been 
t.hen young . 

Continued bead of next p...';3e. 

roR SALE: H .. ,gn-ats - series 1249 - 1389. 2s . 3d . each , pos t tree 
S. O. L. s"'1!e price . 

,lA.~TED: Aizy ;:agnets previous t o 1222 - your price . 
Bessie llu.'lter of Cli ff House School. 

H.V. ROBERTS, 12 CLAIRVI,.-..; ROAD, S'l'REAT!!AM, LOIIIXlN S .ll. 16 

l/AllTED TO COHPT_mE Sm'S: Holiday Anmial 1920. S .O.L. No. 334 
Cor.ili.tion :inportan t. Can anyone pl easE he l p? 
RlW. A. G. POUND, 68 FillNEHORE ROAD, BIRMINGH,;l·l 9 . 
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Tl!E COLLEX;TOR' S DIGE3T PRIZE CROSSWORD !Jo . 4 
§il..b.:LJfilQ_J J.. YiiE 

11, ; 2 I 3 j 4 ! 5 ; ~ 7 8 , 9 zj lie hope that this ?1ZZle may 
- ~ 1,;jT;·-r ~

11
~ -:- ~ give you five minutes ' amuse-

j .~ .12-j--~. -("-·,.,.....~ -+-- ""1-_:...:-: ment . But, to add to the 
12 . 131 I 1 1 14· 1 i ~ interest , a postal-orde r for ··•--·-,· ·,... -~1'·--+- ... , r/ \ 5/- will be sent to the sende r 
15 j . j ' !~1 6 ~7 ' ' : I l$ of th e first correct sol ution 
· -~ -·~; ·; -· .. -~~ ··j rece iv ed by the &liter. If ' l "~ · -· /. I -·· .--·-~-1 you do not wish to cut your 

~}; ·-·rc-·:--w¥i ·j~ ---. ~c~~ ~; ~~·s::~~ care-
1~6: _ ~~Ir·-_0 %j21I'_ ;~_2_s :%1--\ 
~ I- j~ '- l~~Jjl ~~2

1 
' 

·---~ 1-,~:~6_i ·- l~~ ~ -L I 

AQ!l.Q!§.. 1 • A bl oaner at Cliff 
House? (2 "ords : 4, 8) , 
10. Mauly will do this very 
quickly. 11 • Round Eros, we 1

32! ,33 ~ 434 : ~ ~5J __ ! ·--~ I 

· 39' , , • _ I_·_· -·~· ~J fbl Dr. Locke's daughter . 
12 . The Famous five ofte n t oured around and did t his to Temple & Co. 
14 . Only Fi sh. 15 . See , in the Lati n Lesson. 16 . Where Earry 
\'Jharton i s verJ wcll - imown. 19 . See 29 across . 20. Tom Merry & 
Co. saw th is kind of sai l in the Mediterranean . 23. Julian ' s 
acc om:nodo.t i ng uncl e? 24. Is Bunter a human one? 25. Presumably 
39 woul.d wear thi s oaa.,,,. 26. Wally ' s tlongrel. 27. As well. 
29 . (.-ith 19 acro ss ) GerJ !10. 232 (two words: 3 , 5) 30. Between the 
School House a.nd th e l~ew Houso? 32. ir'hore was SOiJletimes a desperate 
one in th e old t it les . 35. Si ngles et crick e t . 36 . !lot e.n 
ext ravagance of Buntc r 1s . 38. A s eri oc of years are ba.ckwards. 
39 . Tom HerrJ l ed it, and Wildrake vcs tho best scout • 
. DO\IN. 1. This old p<!per sou."lds like a wonder . 2. futy nest of Tom 
l-\erry? (2 words: 5, 3) 3. Place for sor e eyes? 4 . Short prefect . 
5 . Did the !x>ur.der have a new grid with r.i.Cl'! Sort of ! 6. S·, eet lady. 
(2 words: 3, 6) 7. o, post for a spot where Mr. Quelch was re scued 
froo death . 8. Did Gussy sing a solo about the European capital . 
9 . Prophet . 13 . Call fran I'J.anagan and kllen in the midat of toil. 
17 . How Joe Frayne Clight refer to hitl . 18. A scattering , at break -
up . 19. The famous chairean of the London Branch needs nothir.g to 
make hin a great music-hall artist . 21 • Is Wharton Lodge just a 
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sailor •s poem? 22 . Next door to Bunter, Todd, a...'1d D..itton . 
27 . The Heroines of the ol d seri al s see:aed of te n t o fall in one . 
28 . Sir :iilto n Popper claime1 to be, of the island in th e rinr . 
29 . Trust it e!' .. ds in a r ow. 31 . Bunter's f avour it e chocolate? 
32 . !ir. R:'1.l.lto:1. 33 . :{e ith er precedes it , as a rule . 34 . Habit 
;;a. 'ioo tether of P"8" t. 

******* 
C.D. Treasures Eo. 2 . The correct word was i·i.JBnet, and the fi.:.--st 
zolution uas r ecei·1ed from - J. K. Horg!lll, Great Cros by , Liv erpoo l -
to whei:rc o. !X>st:-..1 ore.er !o r 5/ - has beon se nt . 

rn E so;:a OF BUNTER- WATiiA 
(;;;t h c:;,ologo~s t o Lor.gfelloll) 

by Anthony &>..leer 

}i:i.dder.. in the hawthome bushes , 
Thoro he waite d t ill th e boat cwie: 
Till he hanrd the onrs a- splashing , 
~aard the cheery voic es lifted 
As the boat came up t t,e ri. vor, 
.As the FP.Eous Fi ve approached : 
Sa;, them fr at the boat al i ght fr.g , 
i,larjorie helped by willing CherI";' , 
He.rr-;1 brir.gi.ng pi cnic basket , 
For a fea.ot upon t he Island. 
D u.nter •s heert within him fl utt ered , 
Li.!,e the birch -l eaf' palpitated, 
li.s t he heroes came so near him . 
But he had " ruse i n waiting : 
~t little cough the re came forth from him; 

Scarce a ti:ig moved with his ~o ti on, 
But a uel l-known voice w-as raised 
'Twas a voice lik e .Annemeekee, 
'Twas the voic e of ol d man Popper: 
11Trespasscrs ! By gad! 1 1 11 shoot 'em!" 
And the Fam~us Fi ve s.11 started , 
Food forgotten in thei r basket , 
Rose up swiftly and fled boatwv.rds , 
i\toble:l i n and pushed out quickly , 
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To the Sark1s swift ~ oving current , 
Hoping Popper's only gl impsed them. 
In their htUTJ l eft a hm:,per, 
Left i t fo r n hungry Bunt er . 
11He ! He! He! 11 the n cackled Bunter , 
And the heart of Billy Bunter 
Throbbed antl shouted and exulted 
As he bore the dou;;)muts inward , 
Washed them do~rr•ard with sreet liquid; 
Then there fo llowed cakes so crea,zy , 
Not to ~entio n tarts so jammy. 
l!ni a happy, st i clcy Bunter 
P:lddled horae i n skiff of Mau]y I s 
(If his Lortlship h:ld but kno'1Il it) 
Breat hi ng hard and p.iffing gre at ly , 
Rolled he in for Calling-over . 
But the Famous Five had guessed it , 
Guessed tile Fat 0..11 s scheming plo tting , 
1.rx! res olved to bu.st and bur st him, 
f.nd t o sca t ter all the pi eces . 
From t he F<.t Owl 1s hide did Wharton 
Raise t he dust and raise i t slcy>,erds. 
Then they soi:se d him in the fountain -
Left hiJ:l there , a spec(k)less Bunter. 
As t he bubbles yet were ri sing , 
Came there from a soaking Bunter , 
Came t here from a sorry hunter : 
11.'i.'ri ght ! No more ventr i l oCJ.ui sing ." 
Then departed Billy Bunter , 
Billy Bunter the remorsef ul , 
Billy Bunter wet and saddened , 
Trai..ling water from the fount :ri~. 
In the purple mists of evening , 
Rolled he fro::, the Quad a-Housewards, 
To the regions of his study -
Sympathy was nil fr cm Toddy -

And forget ful of all feasts -
11Gurrocgh ! 11 he murabled, 11\10 ~'!'! The beasts !" ... 

1mnemeekee = the thunder . 
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PO'l'I'ED PERSONALITIES. 3r d SERIES. No. 2 
by Eric Fayne 

Here we have the fines t chara cter p.9.inting of any senior at 
G:reyfriars . True to l if e i n his latent vicious ness ; weclc; unstab l e; 
e"3ily led . lie have here another case of t he duplication of · c!iaracters 
in the stories - Hilton with hi s evil genius Price being facsimiles of 
St . Leger of St . Jim's with his evi l genius Cutts . Of the two pairs 
of characters t here is little to choose - it i s one of the rare in­
stances of the GEil! not losing by the duplication , possibly because 
Cutt s end St . Leger were first in the fiel d . Hilton and St . Leger 
are o.l.most i dentical.; Cutts is s t ronger and more dangerous t11~11 
Price who is spiteful , wec.k and vicious but with o. st r .:lrl89 influence 
over his e"3y--going friend. Bot h pairs have f ea tured in same of the 
finest stories in th eir respective pepers . 

Hilton appeared in three outstanding series i n the J.IcJ.gnet; he 
pleyed the part in the Dury series which St. Leger pleyed in the fcx 
superior Oliver Lynn series in the Gem; there was a m,agn:ilioent 
characte r sketch of him during the series of Harry Wharton versus Mr. 
Quelch in t he early thirties; and , l ater on , hi s home wn.s the se t ting 
for the Christm.e.s at Hilton Hall series which concerned the convict 
brother of the P.iJ.ton Jutler. 

llil t on lllUSt t nl<e his pl ace as one of the Megnet • s most oct ­
ste.rfil!lg examples of supe rb characte r painting , 

* * * * 
ODD ITErofl OF Il.TEREST 

by 
ROUND E . V. Copeman 

TH.E ME.AT: Used as an outside wrapping f or our meat the otj 1er d.ey" was 
portion of one of our Sydney dai l y newspapers , the SUN. Its date wa.s 
December 22nd, 1954, and it in clude d Poge 24 uhich was devoted to a 
feature , the "London Dairy " =d r eported what promised to be a 
particularly good Christmas for Brita.in . In orde r to clearly explain 
t:1e extent of the spending on gi fts , decorations , etc. , a big sub­
heading in bleck block capi tal, re ad, "BRITAIN' S BILLY BUNTER SPREE" 
Personally I ' d like a penny fo r each time Bunter has been mentione d 
i.'l recent years in .Austra.lien newspape rs ! 
VALUE OF ILLUSTRATIONS: Possibly in th e early deys of Grey:friars , 
St • .r:1.m•s and Roolorood, the J>lblishers of the stories didn ' t actually 
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regard tho work of the artists 1n tho sm e li ght as that of the auth ors , 
But , l oold.r.: bo.ck no11, it i s moro than ever borne home that the 
illu.strntions served as cuch ru, neyt~ing to imprint on impression:ible 
young mind.s the faces of fictitious chnrncters who have l ong since ca,e 
to be · reg:>rdod not e.s mo rely the product of one man' s vivid imgina ti on 
but as r eal friends , Many mon have hel ped over the yeors but it is 
t he Bunter of tho ear ly Chapnan era (bef ore 1926), though possi bly wit h 
sane of the later Shields • rotundi ty, that coc,es cos t readily to ey 
Clim, As for tho Feoous Five , it wes Chap:,an 1<ho impressed ce ,1.th 
the subtle differonces between dark -haired Wharton and Ml , and fair­
hairod Cherry :md llu8ent. But Inky was never picture d as well as 
vhen in tm hWlds of Shields, She:0.ds it was, too , who really shaped 
t he fi r.£.1 oesticy of Coker, Vemor!=Snith and (best of all) Q,aelchy. 
Hocker wc.s one char acter oho seemed to baffle th e arll.sts . E.'.lch tice 
ho was f eatured he took on a completely different identity , soo,et imes 
clean-shav er,., someti.Li.es lri.'i th a s t raggly oousta che, sanet imes severe 
and ru,gu.lar , i/as it tlult he vas never so definitely described by the 
autho r as the other 1,ersonali ties? 

Aa for st , Jim ' s , 1'.acdonald' s D' Arcy and Baggy Trimble am 
Sid.ripole are classics aqd, though there is not terrific distinction 
between othe r juniol'3 , they are a happy- looking lot and depi cted 
usually in ur.forgett able backgrounds , ll.acdonald vas a pastcaster at 
th e art of dmwing a study scene with either a book flying for its =ic, a table overt urning or a booby- tr ap bei ng sprung . 

Bot:1 Chap:,an and Y.acdonald were experts a t river scenes which 
were alveys t ra..,,.uil and r estful , but for overseas or sinist er b3ck­groums, holiday Bdventures and Christmas snow scenes , giv e me Shield s . 
I can still rec all readily Shie l ds ' i llustra t ions to the Greytiors 
South Seas neries with its shipboard bei;tles , tm Indi an series in 
11hich he 11c.s f irst introdu ced t o the N:gl18t, th e China series and ,:iany 
other places those lucky Greyfriars fellow s visited i n years gone by . 
Char,,,a.>1' s ",>roe" woo:'.c is suporb but Shields was by far th e best for 11 
holiday yarn. 

Ar.d, going ovor to Rookvood, !i3kefield • s pixie-like characters 
are "" las t inJ as tho others , I found. Wakefie ld's vork really 
fllScinatJ.nG but I deeply resented it ,ihon Kenneth Brooks ar.d other 
arti sts attemp t ed rsther unsuccessfully to im.i tate his style, There 
vas only ono \fakefield ; his vo:rl< was clear , ca:ipoct and very dist ­
inc tive, P:uticularly a:e!LOrable aro his i..cprcss ions of Tubby lluffin, 
Clarence Cuffy , and Die!:;; J:e.lton, Doctor Chisholm and ~a-. Handers . 
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lfo.1<:ofield 1 s e:ir ly wort: in the green BOY• S FR!El1D was excellent :md 
i t was unfortur,ate tnat tho size of many of th e i llust r ations had of 
nccess i ty to be reduced when th e stories were re printed in th e 
POPULAR. Most of the imitc.tor s , too, .-ere in the POPUIJJ\ - maybe 
bec ause it wasn ' t alvays prac tical t o reproduce from old blockn? -
but none could eve r capture that bright impish vitality which WM so 
n:uch a P=t of all th e Rookwood yarns he illust r ated . I noticed 
recently in br o;;si ng throu;,, a lx>rrowed collection of BULISE'.!Gl that 
Wakefield w:::.s as. adapt able to drama as to School stories . In t he 
BUIJ.SEYES he did so:ne first-class dramatic stuff wi t.'1 good lineworl< 
e.nd shading . In this pu blication , t oo , Shields and Valda di d ~cmo 
exc ellen t work . 

How ou ch :iould posterity ho.ve lost if th ere rod been no =tis ts 
to r e c ord on paper t hei r impressions of Charles H:imiltonls bolo ·,ed 
br:.in-children? 

* * * * * 
!w;?lET TITLES ( cont 1 d from 117) 
1589.-South Sea Adventurers; 1590. The Outcast of Kalva ; 1591 • The 
Schoolboy Crus oes ; 1592 . The Beachcomber • s Secret ; 1593. 'The 
Scuttled Schoomr ; 1594 . Adrift on the P:,ci fic; 1595. Big Chief 
Bunter; 1596. The Castaways of Cannibal Island; 1597 . The H.::n Be hind 
t he Scenes ; 1598 . Snved by a Foe; 1599 . The Boy Who Would •;:t !le 
Caned ; 1600 . The Rat of the Remove; 1601. The RUl'lbwey; 1602 . 
Tricky Tracy; 1603 . The t!ystery of Mr. Quelch; 1604. He Let .:ho 
Si de Do1m; 1605. fuved by His Enemy; 1606. Tracy Takes the Blru to ; 
1607. The !'lysterious Night Raider ; 1608. Tracking Down Tr acy ; 1609-
liu..'"I)' 'ilha..-...t;on' s Christmas Guest ; 1610 . The Myst e ry of Whart on Lodge ; 
1611.;,. B..'1ffli ng Quest; 1612. Spotting the Secret ; 1613. The Sports ­
mer. of the Fourth ; 1614 . Saving Bunter ' s Bacon ; 1615. Loder Loolcs 
for Trouble; 1616 . The Mystery Han of Grcyfri::,.rs ; 1617. The 
Hoaxing of lillcker ; 1618 . Sext on Bloke filr:cr; 1619. Duffer or 
Detective ; 1610 . An Old Boy ' s Vengeance; 1621 . Who Socked Hacker? ; 
1622 . llmT'J Wharton ' s Secret ; 1623 . Guilty Gold ; 1624. The Clue of 
the pur,.>le Footp rints ; 1625 . Drake Gets his Me.n. 

~: Magnets ru>d Gei:is. liill exchange or buy. Hundreds of 
duplicates . 
D. 0 11iERLil!Y, 17220 GRESH:.M =, NORT!IRirGE, CilLIFOHNL\ , u.s • .l. 



NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by J,\CK WOOD 

llostcw , 328, Stockt on Lono , York. 
Phone: 25795 

* * * * • * 
'The contro vorsy over the St. Frnnk ' s storios and the ir cuthor­

nhip continues to givG rise to ir.ore then " littl e friendly heat. I 

,ros interested to rend Bill Loft s • most welcome article last month, 

for I ;r-the 1'0c! fro :i, it thnt in spite of Fred Cook' s clnics in an 

eerlior orticle, t he problem of who wrote so::io of th o St . Fronk's 

storic3 ran'UM obscure . 
llr . Cook, I understood , hnd cl aimed that he wroto St . Frnnk ' s 

stories in the Nelson Lee Library about the year 1921. Indignant 

Leeites ro _fut od this on the ground thot all t ho library stor i es thnt 

;·o,ir bore Edwy Searles Brooks name a.rd thnt Mr. Brooks hnd stated that 

he wrote every story which carried his name as author . 

l·c.·. Lofts no\l agrees that after so long a period fir. Cook 

c.mnot be CX)!Ccted to reoe,:ibcr cll the stories he wrote , he ::loo 

quoted Jae;, Hurt:,ell in an ;uurucl artic l e obout St . Frank ' s stories in 

th o llugget Library , and Len ?nckmna in an ar ticl e in t he C. D. seven 

yo=-r:, O!' SO~ . 

Nw , it is proven that Brooks did not write every St . Frank ' s 

story ; I :,ill (>i ve whnt I conside r the clinching sta t ement on this 

mtter later . l'iesn11hile, I a:,i grateful to llorman Prai;nell 11ho recalls 

that in Betvocn Ourselves in Nelson Lee Library ar.d Nev Series !lo. 66, 

Brooks wrote - "Every St . Fronk ' s story thnt has appeared wider r:zy na:ne 

h.:is cooo fra:, J!\Y pen ·" Thnt ·,as in April , 1931, much nolll'Or Mr. 

Coa.1.:1s period under discussion ! 
I foel the words "under cty ?"..'.!Ile" a.re the operative phrase to 

w~ioh the reoor=her must pey much d;tention , and '"'!W'Sise c,y ovn belief 

that the St . Prank ' s st ories in the l)oys 1 Reali:!, reprinted in the 

i;uu,,t Library , provide a so lution satisfactory to eyeryone . 

Let us e=iin e thcr., in more dotci.l , therefore , and for the 

benefit of Bill Lofts and otl»rs , I hnve tho originals in front of me 

as I write . io!y first copy is !lo, 4 of Voluoe I of the llev Series of 

tho "Realm", dated April 26th , 1919. It contains n single story in o 

series "T:U.cs of St . FraJ'l..k1 ::;11 b:, tho author of ''Nipper at St . Frank's" 
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stories nppearing weekly in the Nelson Le~ Library." 

Two o:t three numbers late r we are ir. the midst of an involved 
sports series between St . Frank ' s nnd the Rive r House , snd not long 
m'ter tru,t we are rending of the nrri val of .Augustus Hnrt . There 
follow the series "bo ut Mr. Woodhouse , the strange fom master - cum­
notor ,:ho brightens life nt the old sch ool ; the stories nbout the 
nrrivalci' the cele bra ted Timothy Ticker ; the series dealing wit h the 
adven tures of L'll'lgley lfostyn in his f eud with Nipper & Co. (desc:-ibed 
by the edito r ns "the most 1r.irth - producing , thrilling , exciti n;; and 
j o.pi est of ,= that tl>.e talented author is capub l e of producing") . 
lt.11 were he:l.ded by the notati on, 11by the aut hor of the stori eo of 
i!ipper &. Co. , in tho !iel s on Lee Library", until th e middle of tI'..0 :·iostyn 
se ries when they , 0.."1.<l l ater s tories, were stated to be by t he au~ 1or of 
oert ci.n f".mz:ed ye.ms 11:llld ot her fin e stories of Nipper & Co'! This wcs 
towards the middle of 1920 :mi lns t ed until th e circus s eries in 0 ,u-!y 
1921. Fran th en until June, 1925, we have a vari ety of St . Frank ' s 
stories . Rivals nt th e Regatta , The Dartn ell ~iyst ery, The Boys fro m 
tr.e &.st , (Dick DeSlllond m1d Di nghru Dns) , The Mystery of the Porte r ' s 
Lodge , The News Gnmes Meister (Robert Thornton), Septl.J:rus Little th e 
Knight Errnnt , The lfoto r Scoot arist , Nipper I s Pantomime , Fenton t.".e Rake 
(a "cloub lo" story) , The St . Frank ' s Br ass Brun , The Monty ' s i;j_nor 
Series , Tbothy Tucke r ' s Triumph, Timothy Tuck er Playwright c:nd ii Fal.sa 
Pal (thi s is dated January , 1924 and cry la st copy until June , 1925). 

In !lo . 323 , dat ed 6/6/25, .th e F.dit or, in t roducing \:'he Crusoe 
Scouts , 11a grea t neu s t ory " by Edwy Searles Brooks , writes - 11I om quite 
sure t :nct you will j oin me this week in gi vi ng a hearty welc ome t o th e 
boys of St . Fran.lc's on their return t o the Realm after such a l ong 
absence . Moro pnrticularly, perhape , will you be pl e'1Sed t o lfelcane 
th e worl<: of Edwy Searle s Bro oks, who has not wri tten for us fo ;r ye:,rs . 

"Trtc it is not so ve rJ l ong since we heard about thes e St . 
Franl-::'s boys , but .it is a corisid crab le time since we hel),_""d nbout them 
fr an 1':r. !lrooks . And th a t, let me t e ll yo u, makes a ll the difference . 

"Edwy Searl es Brooks , in other words , is THE auth or of St . 
Frank l s s t ori es , he it is who tells :ibout them as no-one else can . 
Toot is why I o.r:::. tre oend ous l y ple.::.sed to have secured hi s servi Ces again 
f or the Realm. .\nd this has only been JllllilB8"d, le t me whisper, by the 
court esy of the F.ditor of that wonderful little paper , "The Nelson Lee 
Li brary." . 

The Crusoe Scouts was followed by a "short", Handy ' s Holiday 
Hoa,:, ana then anot her series, The Schoo l boy Republi c, which er.dad in 
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SeptEl!lber , 1925, and was, I believe , the last st . Frank ' s story to 

appoar in the Reclm. 
It rill tbJs be seen that for some four or fi ve years sane 

other author or authors contributed St . Frank ' s stories to the Boye' 

Reale , Sane vhich did not aclaiwledge Brooks as auth or - in view 

of tho editor I s later co,mnent, I think they woul d have done if it had 

been true - c·ere nearer to his style than others; sane were just 

sheer bilg,, a.Id canpletely out of character , and what Nelson Lee 

LibrarJ re'1tlers thou.;ht of them I shudder to think . 

Now which I wonder, DID Fred Cook write ? 

* * * * * 
THOOE SJ'. ffiAl!K1S STORIF.S 

Dear Editor, 
I understand fran Brothe r Lofts that he has re ceived quite a 

l ot of letters on the subject of ''Those St . Frank's Stori es" (C.D. 

t'ebru,u-y , 1957) , 
A!J I am quotod in the matter , perhaps I may be allowed to 

state the position as I seo it . 

At the -0.B. B. Club Meeting held at East Mwic h on 1st Hey, 

1949, Mr. B. S. Brooks was our Guest of Honour. One of the questions 

asked of him was: ' Did Mr. Brooks write fil the stories in the !lelson 

Loe Library?' The answer was 'yes '! 
i!ow, seoin8 that Nr. Brooks was peid for every sto ry he wrote , 

he would 1111turally bo entitled to consider he wrote every 1;'1blished 

sto ry. 
Hr . Cook undoubtedly wrote """'• St . Frank ' s stories and, for 

all that .-Ir. Brooks, or anyo!le else kno..rs, th ey may have appeared in 

the N, Lee Lii>rary . I do not suppose f or one manent that E. S. 

Brooks over gave a thougilt to tho possi bility of others writing St. 

Fran.'<' • yams - wl\y should he , if he was paid for all that ho wrote? 

I thin.'< that the stories written by Mr. Cook were quite poss­

i~ ca:m.ssioned for the 11.L.L. but appeared in the Boys' Realm. 

On tho other hand t hey £.2!!!i have appeared in tho ll .L .L. lll'.beknown t o 

E. S. ;!rooks , In a,,:y case , l!!t never worried , so wl\y - at this late 

time - should ve? 
Mey I add that I sec no good in protracting a matter whic h, 

a:fte : all , ia of less importance than the actual stories themselves 

whi.ch we enjoyed in our youth (and still do! ) 
Yours sincerely , 

LF.ONAJ>Jl PACKMAN 
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OLD BOYS BOOK CLU~ 
LONIXlN SEX:TION 

l!ighl.i@lts of the February Kensfo gt on Meeting were two good 
readi~,gs by liiss Millicent Lyl e , th e se being one about Tal bot Bnines 
Reed and the other being "If the Famous Five grew up" • These two 
re adings were greatly enjoyed by th e canpany presen t. Co-h ost Roger 
Jenkins gave us one of his Rhyming Synoey:n Puzzles and it was very 
pleasing to see two new names amongst the winners . Roger St acwwas 
fi rst nnd Hylt on Flatman and Len Packman were in seco nd place , well 
done Roger and Hy 1 ton . 

Cent ral Cill"istian :iames of pupil• at Greyfriars, st . J:u, ' s and 
Rookwood got all of us guess i."lg t hanks to this excell ent can pilat i on 
of Len Pacla,ian and it was Roge r who had the most c orrect . Another 
tie for second place as Miss 1<},lo had the same number of correct 
a,,..s\fere as Bob Whiter . Ari s ing out of the two afore-m e nti one d 
oompeti ti or.s were se veral. good conwrsa t ions and discussi ons , t 1.us 
helpi.J'le to 1116Y..o the meeting a hai"JlV one arrl very succ es s ful . 

Hosts Roger .TerJ.dns and David Harrison mashed an cxco!lcn t cup 
of t e n pl us good tuck to help it g o dcwn . 

Finally I gav e them a Rockwood Quiz of which Charle s \/r i1,-'1t gave 
most correct crumers . lle rl two were Len Pacia,an and Roger J" er.kins . 
The last na.'l!od shewed one and all hi s superb bound "Schoolboy s I O<n 
Libr aries ", each school botmd i n a diff e rent cover . 

Next meet i ng on Sunday March 17th, at wood Green when s a:ie of 
the i tens on t he agend.'.l will be a pla ying of the Sher lock Hol.Cles Long 
Playing Record, a quiz by both Roger St ace y and Roger J enkins nnd two 
rcadir.gs by Len Pnckmn and Charlie Wrigh t. 

UNCIE BEN.JAMii! 

* * * 
NOR!'HERN S?X:TI ON MEETING - FE3, 9th , 1957 

One fam. liar f ace was missing , t hat of Erne st Whiteh ead.. I t 
was the first time he bad bee n a&l ent fr cm a meetir.g since he jo:.ro d 
th e Club. We missed you Ernie , so please don 't l et i t occur again 
unless i t's for sanething absolu te ly unavoidable . 

In being absent Ernie al so misse d somethi ng, for it was the night 
of Breeze Bentley ' s ar.,:uru. talk an d thats 'ilways worth hearing . On 
this occasion he chose that po pul ar Greyf riars cluracte r Lord 
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1-lauleverer. As he proceeded the chuckles from bis listeners were 
bud and frequent, oth e1· members of our fr aternity will have the 
opport1mity of being mnused in due course for it will appear as an 
arti clo in the next C, D. Anrual, 

Afterwards we had one of Gerry Allis on' s brain-waves - a 
paragropl in which each word started with the letters of the alphabet 
in proper order - 11.As Bob Cherry dashed", and so on. 'ie were 
graciously pennittad to have conces si ons '1ith the lett er "x". Sane of 
the completed efforts were clever, some weird. 

A 24 Question Quiz compiled by the sane chap ende<i the evening . 
!!ext meeting liarch 9th . 1Tis Roger Jenkins ' Annual visit. His 

subject - Jack Drake, All told Roger will travel about 400 miles for 
this, So Northern !:embers its up t o you to help make a big attend ance . 
You won1t have to tr avel as fer as Roger. 

No11:hern Section CorrespondC1nt . 

* * * 
O.B.B.C. l!IDLAND SECTION 

RepQrt of meeti ng held on 28th Jan , 1957 
The 11Hm1 Look11 was very much in evidence at this first r.ieeting 

of the New Year . A new Chaiman , a pre-arranged progr8Irllle, a gocxi 
attendance as we only had one absentee atrl everything going over very 
scoothly . Fonnal business was fairly lengthy as apart from welcoming 
Jack Ir.gram, back after a l ong absence, as chairman we also took the 
09por' ,unity of expressing one and all , the thanks and appreciation due 
to Ja ck Corbett for his invaluable se rvi ce t o the Club sin ce its ince ption . 
The "ne,: look" was most apparent in the oain i tec when the writer tOOk ' 
the Club over to St, J:b's for a change from t he usual Greyfriars , As 
th e Febru=J programme has St , Jim ' s thereon i n p:,rticular as the main 
ita.,, a short history of the St Jim Saga as it appeared first in th e 
Pluck and then .r.ainly in the 11Ce::i11 and then on to a descriptiv e account 
of the 1,3ography and main personnol of St, Jim's , finishing with an 
introducti on to thst most int tigir,g characte r Ernest Levison, paved the 
wey to a better appreciation of the progr8lllwes to come. This was 
followed by another item by too writer which running i n conjui:_tion 
wi th t he n:ain f eat ure of the ni8ht embraced the personnel of St. Jim' s 
compared wit h t hat of Greyfriars in the fom of a Quiz which with 26 
it ems was won by Mr. Ingra,:,, George Chathac conducted this quiz very 

efficiently by t he ,,ay , 
.• Then ca:,e another great item in the shape of the now famous _ 
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C. D.A. article ''Was Harry llharton t he Ideal Captain " This, read in 
her usual canpetent W81f by Mad8e Corbett was wm:uy received and no need 
to ccx:,mcnt cuch on the discussion which followed 8lld which ·,ound up the 
lt4lllts pro ceedings in excellent style . 

A good anen for 1957 . We will keep on with the good uork. 

* * * 

W. H. BROS'mt 
Hon. Sec. 

~ZRSEYSIDE BRANCH O.B.B.C. SUNDAY, 10th Fl'!BIIDARY 

A large gathering of members was present at this last :ie eti ng 
of the Merseysid e branch to be hel d at Waterloo House. Tho Ciiai.rman 
expressed the feeling of us all when he reviewed the many har,py 
gath erings we have had here in the past and th e varied p,rs onru.i ti es 
comected with our hobby who have paid us visits fro m time to time . 
Details of our net< address were then given. As from the 1 oth l·b.rch, 
t hey will be held at No. 11 Neville Road, which is only a fev minut es 
walk f ran Waterloo House. Directions to get there were given ar.d 
explained to ·a11. The February ~z was presented by the writer who 
announced that it would be in simil ar style to those he has previ ously 
give n, - straight f orward ques tions co ncerning every aspect oY our 
hobby . These ranged from a ques tion as!<:i.ng the address of the 
publishers of the C. D., (few could remember thi s - sheroe on th em) 
t o a questio n asking for names of some of our overseas collectors . This 
Quiz was uon by Don Webster who was presented with a new Dennis 1:heatl ey 
novel aa a prize . 

Ext ens i ve Library business was carried on after tea and a nui::ber 
of less popular booka with little movement were sol d off. As a result 
of this sale every mecbovshould have a better knowledge of boys books 
such as the llodern Boy, The Scout and the Boys' Magazine . San e of 
tho older Bunter an d Tan 1-len;r books were di s posed of , all of thm 
being so ld witr.in our circ le at a very low pric e , this being cons i s t­
ent with tho branch ' s po licy . 

T'nree discussions will form the basis of next months mceting . 
First , the authorship of the St . Frank's stories, second, Schools 
outside tho Hamilton end Brooks range. Third, a talk on Charles 
Hamilton's knowledge of his charactershobbie s . 

Iiext Meeting - 1 oth March at 11 Neville Road, 7 p.o. Sharp. 

MORMAN ffiAGNELL 
Secretary, Merseyside Branch . 
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A PAGE FRO!! TIE PAS! 

NOTH: 'l'bank8 to Miss Oven Parry and Frank Pettingell, I am able to 
publish th e following letter which was written in the l ong &BO by 
Hamilton F.dwards, f8tloua editor of boys ' weeklies, It was in hi e own 
hand writiDg and underlined in red ink . i'he author to vhcm it was 
written vas the late D. B, Party, also known, o! course , as Morton Pike 
whose historical yarns are still fo!ld.zy recembered by the oldar 
generation. Saoo of it rerub amusingly at this til:le of day , never-
theless it would seam to prove that he was being un!air:cy treated when 
at ti.o,es he vae accused o! publishing "hazmful. ll.ierature tor boys . " 

(B,L. ) 

Dear Mr, Party, 

The ,imalgamated Press Ltd,, 
2, Caroelite Bouse, 

Cannelite Street, 
London E. C. 

October lat, 19(:Q. 

I am desi rous as much as possible of ipprovi ng the tcpe of 
tho serial oJld cmpleto s tories in th e 1Boys' Friend' , 'Beys' Realm' 
tlild the 'Jest or,' vi thout I h011ever I in anyva,y minimising th oir nelo­
dracatic .character . 

As a consequence I want you when introducu,g incidents into 
your stories to avoid the use of the lmife and revolver as much as 
poss ible, 

Another feature which I will ask you to refrain from using 1s 
that of creating fun out of a drunken man, also to leave religious or 
cong,r ersial tonics alooo. 

X do notynnt the obJecttonnble si ~ of any particular incid ent 
to be wr1 tten up, tlild the gruesaoe should t bo touched upon in My of 
tho storios intended for J1Iif acceptance. There is plenty of scopo for 
thrilling and attractive stories without having re eource to the writ ing 
up of "!Ii'. particular crime or the dragging in of drunken men or would 
bo suicide s , or the setting t,y the ears of Dl'f Jewish or Catholic readora, 

Thie lot ter I wish to ask you to consider stric tly private and 
confident i al tlild it ie intended solely for your guidance in too vorlc 
which you ms;y frm time to tice send in to me, It s object is also to 
point out to you that interesting and fascinating stories can be 
written wit hout enlarging upon the horrible . 

Yours faithtul.:cy, 
IIAIIILTCtl El7o'A!ID3 

Editor. 
YORK WPLICATDIC s.l1.VICES, 12A TilE 31AMBL&S, 'tORX. Tel: Yon: 25148 


