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Editor: HEREERT LECKEIBY,
12 Herbert Street,
Hull Road, Tork

or
c/o TORK DUPLICATING SERVICES,
124 The Shambles, York,

FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR

IROM PETRJAVIE TC YORK.  On February 26th I had the pleasure of
mecting Briun Holt, British Vice-Consul, Reykjavik, Iceland, Ie was
in charge of & party of Icelandic officials making a tour of this
country., DBrian is a keen Hamilton and Nelson Lee enthusiast and we
had a very enjoyable evening together; the only pity was circumstonces
prevented the other York members jeining in.  Anyway, that's ona iore
added to the long line of members I have met in the flesh, and another
interecting feature is that the tour was arranged at this end by
Hicholas Throclanorton of the Central Office of Information, who is
alzc a member of our circle, Rather remarkable izm't it, seeirg our
rubers are coxparatively small?

* ok * #*

THEY DID MEET! To continue on the matter of meetings, I said last
menth that Bill Hubbard and Charles Van Renen hoped to meet at Port
Elizabeth, South Africa. Well, they did as Charles' related in an
air letter, Said he:

"fell Herbert, he's been and gone. The very first time I have
had the privilege of meeting a real live collector. Believe me, we
had a jolly good old pow-wow. As soon as I had word that his boat
was due to dock on Friday afterncon, I rushed up home, gathered up
ny femily and in under 45 minutes we were conducting him from his
boat tu +he cax, An hou.r later we were comfortably enscmmced J.n
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our lounge swrrounded by stacks of p&p”rs. So absorbed were we that
it was not until 3 a.m, that we decided it was time Bill was getiing
back to his boat,"

As I've said before, I do enjoy recounting events like that,
and soon I hope to meet Bill myaelf,

* % % ¥

ON MERSEYSIDE. In the early hours of March 22nd, I set out for
Tiverpool with one of mybrdhers who was returning to Canada, freo a
holidey at home after en absence of 29 years, When I had bid him
good-by2, ¢id I start on my return journey, ot very likely! For
needless Lo say, 1've quite a lot of friends by the lFersey. That
good sport, Frank Case hod met us at the station to give us a hand
with the luggore. My brother away, ve went off to meet John
Bartiett, VWhen Fronk had 1oft us Joh.n took me off for lunch and then
for a run throvgh the famous kerscy Tunnel, Then Don Webster came
along and ascorted me to Norman Prugnell's for tea. Norman saw me
off ot Idme Street.

As T settled down I thought over the good time the brother had
had writh the family and the good tiue I had had with another band of
brothers. FPleasant thoughts for a long journey.

Ly

* ¥ O* ¥

rita )

o JONTH.,  Bill Lofts, our member who is on intimate terms
sith editors and authors past and present, is busy on a new series of
articles under ithe irtriguing title "From Information Received."
Here's a bit from the first instalment: "George William Wakefield
was big, thickset and in his early days was a noteble nmateur, heavy
weight boxer." Uell that would seem to settle once and for all the
story that G. ', V. was a woman, wouldn't it? Look out for the
firet instaluent next month,

Yours sincerely,
HERBERT LECKENBY

e 4 ad ~ T

"URGENTLY WANTED" Nugget Library Nos. 155, 158 and 167, Tufty Series
Your own price paid.
ROBYNS , 13 RAPHAEL RCAD, HOVE, 3.




Rlakiava...

conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKHAN
2], Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London S.E, 22

I az pleased to find Tinker playing a slightly more promirent
part in the S.B.L. issues for March; but why do they always have so
many forolgn names and characters in the stories? Practically every
issue is the same formula - in regard to foreign names - and I an
beginning to think thet someone at Fleetway House has an obsessicn in
this dirveciion! It may suit some readers, but all with whoi I heave
discussed the matier are in entire agreement with me that it would be
a real treat to read aa S.B.L. without these Grinwalds, Wazivs,
Granzis, Vramnars, Kirascvs, Chens, Koestlers, Hoffmans, Orteges, ete.
ete,, - if ondy for a change!

I am looking forward to Dr, Huxton Rymer's reappearance in
April ("Flashpoint for Tresson”)., I only hope I shall not be dis..
appointed,

&% the time of preparing the zanuscript for this issue of
Blaldara the larch C.D. has only just been released, so that your
lists of 12 favourite U.J. stories have not yet started to come ine I
do ask you to let me have them, all of you, for I am sure they will
prove very interesting and enlightening as to the popularity of certain
characters and stories,

JOSIE PACKMAN,

* Ok * *

THANK YOU, SEXTON BLAKE,
By Margaret Cooke.

I first met Sexton Blake in the Spring of 1919, just after my
twelth birthday, at a time when my parents, alarmed by ny éagerness
to read any end every book on which I could lay hands however unsuit-
able it might be for a child of my years, had decided to limit my
reading to school books, two library books and ons small bock published
for young people each wesk,
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While I was examining such books at the newsagents, I noticed
four small books oalled the Sexton Blake Library. I bought them,
liked them and have gore on buying them for nearly thirty-eight years,

As a child I loved the exciting adventures of Blake and Tinker
but it was always the stories themselves which held my affection, not
the characters which appeared in them. As a student I found the
S.B.L's so far removed from my studies that they never failed to bring
relaxation when ny mind went blank from overwork, or a problem proved
difficult. After an hour in Blske's company I returned to the fray
with renowed zest. i

hen I became 2 teacher Blake's attitude to Tinker and his
common sense hondling of that young man helped me to understand and
control teen-agers in a mixed school. During the second world war I
taught in a boy's Grammar School where the Headmaster discovered that
I had a flair for dealing with really naughty boys and turning them
into good scholars. As a result, boys who had neither interest nor
aptitude for my subject appeared in my classes at short notice, while
headmaster and parents sat back to watch the reformation,

¥y task was not made any easier by the fact that already
rebellious victing considered the change from an A to a B class un-
just. The sight of a familiar cover peeping from a trousers pocket
and our common interest in Tinker often helped me to break down a
boy's hostility and gain his confidence so that the cause of his
rebellicn could be discussed and the boy returned to his proper studies.

In 1943 I developed a form of paralysis and it was then that
I had the greatest cause to bless the creators of Blake and Tinker.
Their adventures helped me to forget pain for hours on end. Like Mr.
Copenan's friend, I read the books one after the other until I sank
into a trance-like state imhich pain was bearsble. I would be
interested to lmow whether he remembered the details of the individual
tales, I couldn't remember 2 single word of any of them,

Wher frustration threatened tc swanp me with bitterness, the
warn affection and loyalty which existed between Blake and Tinker, the
qualities eubodied in their characters, and their fight against evil
and injustice helped me to retain a belief in the goodness of man, and
therefore, of God,

Sometimes a book or character would remind me of people I had
met or of incidents in my own life, some gay, some sad and some just
plain mad,  Books dealing with Black Magic, for instance, remind me
of a time when I was unfortunate encugh to come into direct contact
with somoone who practiced the art.
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7 I wont to an -at cgas‘c tuwn to teach crafiworic
in a hostel for girls whilc I looked round for privaie
85 The place was cesy, the fucd good, and the other residents
“n_mﬂ\,r The rule in such places is that lighits mugt be out by 10,30
ard after that tice the housc was still and quiet. On the second might
of ryy 1life there I wole fron a decp, dreamless sleep to experionce nan
ever incrcasing terrer of some approaching evil against which I had no
defence boc I could not riove, My body would nct obey my will.
At tho vonent iiien this evil presence was so close to ne that I
expected o be touched by it, heavy-soled shoes clattered ur bare
boards and a silver—toned vell spoke once - then three tires, to be
followed by the quavering sound of old voices chanting prayers, The
evil iled sudicnly, the atmcsphere lest its irtense coldness, and I
cculd move freely,
sae thing heppened several times during the next fort-
night, elvays at the same time and the bell sounded deliverance cach
tine. Then I received two letters by the same post. Ono came from a
nediw: in Maachester who said that she had been hclding a trunpet
seance when the tiwipet had given my name and east-cousst address and
asked her to warn ne of danger. She did not seem to krow what tie
danger was or to have any real interest in the matter,

The other was an air-rail letter from S. America, from a nan
who gaid definitely: "Leave that house - the girl in the rext room is
dabbling in Zlack Magic," He described the house, the position of my
roci and hers, have a detoiled description of the girl and said that
ihe bell was an altar bell in the chapel of the house next door which
had been a Catholic Orphanage but was now a hume for elderly muns,

iy bedroon wall was also the altar wall of the chapel. He gave ne
some practical advice which I nearly ignored because I did not believe
in the existerce of Black Hagic, but which proved helpful on the few
remaining nights of my stay. I couldn't leave that house quickly
encughl}

During the last fourteen years whenever my fight for health
has secmed hopeless, when my life appearcd to be a succession of
beginnings which would never achieve any useful end, odd words of
advice given by Blake to other characters have encouraged me to nalze
one nore effort.

lr. W. Howard Baker helped me to conquer my worst period of
deprossion, by writing "Man is never lost, as long as he fights - as
long =5 he strrirs and struggles - as long as he beats upwards to the
light - then, in the end, he'll win," (S.B.L. No, 350 "The Man Who
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Fnew Too much,") At 2 later daie he introduced me to the Scxton
Blake Circle and to new frieads within its ranks. Friendship means
much to those who, like myself, are more or icss house bound,

For thirty-eight yecrs of entertainnont, help and encouraze-
ment, I sy "Thark you, Sexton Blake. Long roy you live,"

L
ADOTEER MYSTERY SCLVED

By. ¥.0.G, Lofts

One of the most mystorious of Blake writers, until now en—
sirouded in darkness, is Warwick Jardine.

Waricl iinz wrote his first Blake storg, entitled "The
Great In wy" (8.B.L. 2nd Series, o, 325, in March 1932,
and hes 32 stories in all; 23 in the second series (tc
inciude ore reprint) and 9 in the third series, the last being Ho. 332

"The Piddle of the Green Cylinder” in March, 1955.

Yowy although I have been able to meei many Blake authors, end
also oditors of the past and have asked them about Warwick Jardine,
none of thom have hac any idea as to his real identity. A short while
©go, however, it was my pleasure to meet a former editor of the
"Dotective Veokdy", Mr, J. Hunt, and in conversation he revealed to
me thot Wervick Jardine was, in fact, a pen-nmme used by FRANCIS
UARIICE, scn of the late Sydney Warwick, a famous writer of the
Tiwenties whe died at the ripe 0ld age of 83 in 1953 at Torquay.

In the years 1922-23 Francis, in collaboration with his father,
wrote stories for "Pluck"; they also wrote for the "Permy Popular”,
and during the yeor 1924 a serial in the "Megnet" entitled "Sherwood
Gold" was also written by them. So good was their work that some of
the stories were later reprinted in the "Boys Friend Library,"

Frencis Waruick is the creator of Cliff Gordon, who he
Teatured in o mmber of stories; he has also written extensively for
the women's popers, !

One of our own contributcrs, Eric Copeman, says this of Warwick
Jordine: "I find his work particularly good reading, and his Blake is
very true to character, Iis subsidiary characters are very cleverly
drown and he has a fascinsting way of implanting each on your memory
by someslight perculiarity," Many readers will, I am sure, concur
with Erie,

Shortly after leaving Mr, Hunt (from whom I obtained a lot o




information wiich I hope to reveal i e date) I met Mra W
Houard Boker, In genersl conversation he menticned that Frencis
Wardck had recently been to see him in regard to writing a new Blake
yorn, and without any prompting from me he confirmed the fact that
Jardine was Warwicke

How strange that a man shrouded in mystery for over twenty-
five years should have his real name revezled and confirred all in the
spoce of twenty-five mimutes!

* * K E *
HOW'S YOUR MEMORY? (No. 4) by E. V. COFEMAN

The scene described in this article appealed vividly to me
when I first road it., I like to lmow that Blake is in a "tough spot"
himself because then I can sit back and enjoy it as he skillully
aextricates himself,

The problom is simple encugh. What you have to do is identify
botl: the story and the author and, if possible, the date of publication.
It's all for your own amusement, but it can be interesting. The correct
answer will be printed next month., Ready? Then here goes:

TRiSER NO. 4

It was a mid-way halt for the poor disillusioned White on his
dovmward journey from an underpaid job in the office of a Portuguese
rerchent to e bug-infested crazy shack upon the beach, and a hopeless
anticipation of the tomorrow which never came, The street had nore
than its share of men like these - vegrants and drifiers and alcoholics
and their comings and goings vccasioned no remark. So on this day no
one looked twice at the white man who stumbled along.

He was just another broken-down piece of humanity; just an-
other lump of human litter upon the surface of an African sec. His
head swung at the end of his brow dirt-grimed neck, and his eyes were
vacant and staring, As he scuffled along the street, his broken shoes
made a flapping sound and puffed upthe dust, and the scle of one of
them doubled back upon itself and threatened to make him fall headlong.

He cursed and he lashed out with the offending shoe, and he
teetered unsteadily - then he plunged on again. As he lurched along,
his teeth showed like yellowed gravestones in the great vacant O of
his mouth. He looked very drunk,

He was big — tall and brced - and there had been a time when
his skin had seemed to be stretched to the limit to cortain the hard-
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packed flesh and the firm knit sinew of his body. In that time, he
hed velked ercet, and his obvious strength and superior intelligence
had marked him down &3 a man to be reckoned with. There had been a
time —~ but that was in the dead past.

How the flesh seemed to hang upen the framework of his bones,
He stoggered, lurched and shambled, and his stin was like a cut-price
suit ~ lumpy and mis-shapen, Once his skin had been clean and clear.
low it wns blotched with grey, and touched with the faint bloom of
nrple,

He locked like a man who was frembling on the brink of
alcoholic poisoning seeeesess

4nd yot his name had once rung round the capitals of Burope,
he had been listed with the great once, and he would be again,

His name was Sexton Blake.

Well, how did Blake get into such a situaticn? If you read
the etory you'll kaow, If you read the story, too, you won't have
forgotton it, Remember?

CLUE: At the time of writing this article, the author is
contributing Blake stories under two names and has introduced
choracters which have reised considerasble ccmmment and controversy,

ANSVER 70 EE PUBLISHED NEXT NONTH.
LI I

hvsior to Teager Mo, 3 (March, 1957 C.D.)

The writor of the story was GWYN EVANS, and the title of the
yarn was IS OASE OF THE CRIMSON COMJUROR ard it eppeared first in
SeB.Le fo. 171 in 1528 and was reprinted in No, 723 in 1540,

He was the creator of Splash Page, Ruff Hanson, King Karl,
{Zss Death, The Shadow Club, ete,

Recent articles in the C.D, concerning Gywn Evans were written
by Bill Lofts (C.D,90) and Zerbert Leckenby (C.D. 94)

The "special type of Elake Story" was the always-enjoyed Gwyn
Evans Christmas yarn,

HOTE:  Part two of Eric Copeman's article "On our Selection" is
unavoidably held over until next month, J.P.

CHANGE OP ADTRESS: Please ncte DON. B, WEBSTER'S address is now
11, NEVILLE ROAD, UATERLOO, LIVERPOOL, 22,
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FACT AND FANTASY

by F. Verncn Lay

Precisely at 5 p.i. on November 5th, 1871 a giant rocket soara
into the air sbove the College from the main quadrangle. It was the
start of a great rebellion and within seconds squibs and erackers
were exploding all over the College, in form-rooms, studies, connon
rooms, pleying fields and domitories, Even the masters' studies were
not immmme from jumping crackers thrcwn in through open windows. The
school's champion boxer entered the gate-sergeant's lodge, foreibly
ejected the sergeant, made him put his fists up and gave hin a sound
thrashing, The racquet court was set ablaze and desks, forms ond
flogring blocks added to the flsmes. This was the Great Rebellion
at Harlboroush College and its immediate cause was the unpopulari
of the gate-sergeant who had o down on the boys and like nothing belter
than o rewort them for swearing, bresking beunds and any offence that
he could testify geruine or otherwise. Only a few days before the
entire school had descended cn his lodge, practically demolished it
and given hinm a severe going over in the process. In consequence the
school hzd been geted and for the following four days no work was
done, the boys broke bounds at every opportunity and pelted and
catcalled the masters, Order was restored when the gating order ias
armalled but it was a false caln which only lasted until Guy Fawkes
Day when the rocket was the signal for open revolt. When order was
finally restored the ranks of the College were sorely depleted by
vholesale expulsion of the ringleaders,

A charge sometimes levelled at our hobby is that the stories
are often far-fetched and unrealistic, the plots ridiculous and
impossible. Whoever heard of a scheocl in the backwoods, schoolboys
don't have barring-outs etc. Edwy Searles Brooks is probably accused
of this more than most other boys" writers and whilst it must be
admitted that he has written many a series which can only be lavelled
as fantastic, it must, at the same time, be acknowledged that his
stories were less fantastic than the original stories for adults from
vhich the ideas were derived, In no single instance can his stories
be described as originsl. His originality lay in his writing the zost
he succeeded in imparting to the bizarre happenings and the marvellous
way he created the appropriate atmesphere. His fantasies may be
roughly divided into two types, the supernatural and the 1ldst race.
tlost of his famous characters were borrowed - Williem Napoleon Browne
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and Lord Pippington from Wodehouse's irmortal Smith and Bertie Wooster
and Umlosi from Rider Haggard's Umoopa and adapted and enlarged upon
in his own inimitable manner, And the same with his plcts. In the
eighteen hundreds and early nineteen hundreds the lost race theme was
ot its height and a perusal of the early Boys' Realms, Friends, Heralds,
True Blues etc., will disclose countless examples mainly deriving from
Heszerd, Verne, le Queux and other masters of this theme in ajult
fiction, In particular the theory of an opening in the North Pole
leading to an inner world irhabited by a lost race, suggested by some
to be the descendants of mythical Atlantis, was seriously believed,
quite a mmber of works being published with many plausible arguments.
One writer, Capt. John Symmes, published a cirewlar stating the earth
is composed of five hollow spheres, with spaces between each and
habitable upon both convex and concave surfaces. In 1823 he petitioned
Congress for an expadition to test his theory and got 25 votes. He
supposed openings at both poles. Inside the openings the climate was
mild ard even hot, A monument was erected to his memory in Hamilton,
Ohic, Then we have the more plausible accounts of attempts to bore
through the earth, Jules Vernes story A Journey to the Centre of the
Earth, was probably the inspiration of our own Charles Hamilton's story
theHeartof the World, a story of an expedition tc the centre of the
esrth, published in the 4d. Union Jack in 1898. The supernatural theme
had even more predecessors. Indeed, in early Victorian Days, the heyday
of ‘the Gothic novel, it was unusual for stories not to contain secret
passages, elanicding chains and ghostly visitations ad nauseum. Jules
Vernes Castle of the Carpathians, published in 1900, is very apt with
its chapel bells ringing without human aid, flames springing up in
most unlikely places, metal plates becoming electrified with dire results
to the unwary and huge spectral monsters appearing in the sky, In the
last chapters all was explained by disclosing the villians busily
commecting eletric batteries to metal plates in floors, walls and doors
and projecting the monsters on to the clouds by means of a huge reflectar
megic lantern.

It has often been said that real-life schoolboys couldn't and
wouldn't carry on like some of our favourites have done from time to
time, but my opening paragraph shows the contrary. And to-day I think
nany of them would be glad to get the chance, However, lets turn back
the calendar to Easter 1793, and we have the boys of Winchester
rebelling over a stoppage of leave. They laid in huge stocks of food
and barricaded themselves in, armed with muskets and threatened they
weuld burn down the school rather than surrender. Soldiers were called

ey .Y
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out by the loczl towmspoople, rallicd to the boys and things lecked
uzly. Houever, a2 truce was agreed and the barring-cut ended, The
peace wus short-lived and fortyeisht hours iater the rebollion brolo
out afresh, but this time the authorities were preparcd and it wos soon
brolen,  In conscquence practically the whole school was cxpelled or had
resigned, A repeat took place in 1818 and again the soldicrs werc
called cut ard the Rict Act was read to the rebels, After tuwo days
biclzring the beys acceptcd torms of 14days holidays and fares paid
heme, but no sooner hed they given up than they were seized by the
soldicrs and there were vholesale floggings and expulsions and 4ho
school did rot rocover its position for many years, Scme of the boya
who were expelled on this occasion becawe famcus and included one Field
Marshell and o Lord Chancellor. A third Winchester uprising occurred
in 1248 and 1ite the ifarlborough one began with a huge display of fire-
worls,  The boys barricaded themselves in but forgot the elenentary
precoution of laying in stocks of food, Missing breakfast wes not too
bad, dimer wvas more difficult, bu the Bunters of that generetion cculd
not feeo the further prospect of no tea either and the revelt was OVEr,

411 our famous schools have their traditicns of at least cuc
great mubiny and Harrow is no exception. In 1771 an Etonian was
inted Headuaster and this was the signal for a genersl uprising,
The llasters! corriage was seized and burnt on Harrow Comon, and there
was ruch fighting, Eventually the masters aided by the police and
military prevailed and scme 40% of the College was either cxpelled or
had left of their own accord, including the Marquis of Wellesley, now
beiter remenbered as the Duke of Wellington,

Possibly the most famous rebellion was that which occurred at
Eton in 1768, It started with a dispute between the sixth-fo:
who werc monitors, and the assistant masters, The sixth forucrs used
to send any lover form boys they found out of precincts, back to C
and considered thumselves immune from being sent back. The assist:
nastors thought otherwise, and matters came to a head when a sisth-
former was flogged before the entire schocl, The sixth care out on
strike and the fifth and fourth forms came out in sympathy. Filally
160 boys brcle bounds and marched in a body to the Marsh Inn at Hain-
enhead, threving their schoolbooks intc the Thames on the way. At
Haidenhead, they had a bang up dinner and the bill, which is sfill
preserved, 1ist dinner for 160 at 5/- each - £40. Beer £2 1s., Wines
and Punch £12 138, 3d., fires £1 and cards 4/-, and in those doys that
total of £55 18s, 3d. represents an awful smount of grub, By the next
morning most of them were regretting their impulsive action and the

ary
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najority marched back to the playing fields and sent a deputation to
the Hend., He insisted on unconditional surrender and some of the weaker
guirits gave in, leading to genersl breakdown of the rising. Hany took
their floggings without o mumwur, but several ran away home, ameng then
Williom Grenville, aftcrwaids Prime Minister of England, He was sent
back to the school to tuke his flogging and then removed from Eton.
Again have you heard of the Evans School for 3oys, svunds
quitc prosaic, but in fact the schoel is lecated at El1 Rancho Bonito
Hesa City in Arizona, It was founded in 1902 by Mr. H. D. Evans,
Vahe, of Cambridge University, and the first term he had three pupils,
the second five and from the third onwards & limited number of about
twelve was fized, The school is a typical Western Ranch, The scholas
live and’ dress like cowboys and are taught shooting, herse-ridirg,
lasgoing , broncho-busting and stecx~tying and branding

convests with p.cnodlcs_l hunting trips and comping expeditions, to the
nountains., A gradwate from this school is no tenderfoot. He can ride
lilkc a cowboy, throw a lasso and shoot with anyone and yet he is a
gontlenen, retuining his Yale or Harvard backsround.

So it will be seen that our anthors had plenty of meterial
upon which to draw, and thot the charge of being far-fetched is not a
tre onc.

R ik

S.LE OR EXCH.NGE: HOLIDAY ANMNWUALS 1933, 39, 25. MAGNETS between
1560 — 1683,  BOUND VOLS. STRAD 3-9, 10, 16 (Sherlock Holmes.)
10 Rookwood E.F. Groon 'uns, 1 Dixon Hawke, 1 Boys' Fecket Lib.
16 S. 0._.. Pocket Lib.

L.F, ASHLEY, 25 MOUNTJOY, BRIDPORT, DORSET.

SALE: . GEMS 21, 23, 25, 27, 28, 30, 36, 44, 4T:
1d. PLUCK 246, INMPIRE (151: Sez-ieai 228 3/— each,

CHUMS 818-823, 1047-1068: 7/~ lot. To. 1's: Offers wanted for Ne.
1 of BOYS' BEST (1910); SCOUTS' STANDARD (1910) only one issue;
CHAMPTON B.YS! PAPER (1913) WORK AND PLAY (1914); CHILDREN'S
VEUSPAPER (1919); ROVERING (1924)

MNTEL:  HAGHET 1267, BOP vols 43, 63.

ANTHONY BAXER, CHRIST CHURCH VICARACE, BARNET, HERTS.
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conpiled by Herbert Leckenby.

I have in hand now two very interesting articles, one from a
Toronto paper and the other a lengthy one from a Sydrey one, which
contains a most amusing story concerning a "stand-in" Gem and Hagnet
author. They will be used scon, but this month the section is confined
to some jolly gecod contributions from members of our own circle, First,
versatile Eric Foyyme starting a new and provocative series.

* kR R

"LET'S EE CONTROVERSIAL!™ HNo. 1

(In this new series, Eric Fayme touches on certain natters of
interest to students of the Hamilion papers. He gives his cown view
superficially, If you will write to him, expressing your own opinion
on the topics he discusses, he will summarise readers' views in future
issues of the C.D.

NO. 1. REGINALD TALBOT, the Toff.

Reginald Telbot Wilmot, was his correct name, though that fact
scens to have been lost in the msts of time. There can be little
doubt that the first stories of "The Toff" caused something of a
sensation in their day. It is pessible that Talbot suffered from his
popularity? The first two series about hir were absclutely firsi-
class, and, seeking to cash in on the demand for Talbot yarns, could
it be that the Editor lcst his sense of proportion?

For a year or twe there was a giut of tales of the schoolboy
cracksman, end, even if they beceme monctonous to scme, those by the
genuine Hartin Clifford were excellent. Unfortunately, as time

assed, the substitute writers took a hand, and & succession of
haclmeyed stories, often oozing sentiment, was the result. It was hard
on Talbot, vho had many admirers, and who, qubte apart from the "Toff"
business, was part of the backbone of St. Jim's.

It is interesting to muse on the wisdom of editorial policy, —
and incidently, that of the author - over Talbot. That he waes a great
favourite is certain, but, if it is possible to glean a few fragments
of truth from the amazing "Editor's Chats" of the period, it is
equn.lly certain that there was a large anti-Talbot group cf readers.
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By 1916, the Gen was losing grourd %o the Hagnet, - is it possible that
the defection of an anti-Talbot grovp mey have played its part?
Probably, fifteen ycars later, Talbot would have starrca for
& tine and then drovped out, in the wiy that Dick Lankester, ancther
schoolboy cracksman, did in the Magnet. Thore was a motursl finish
to the Talbct story in "The Houscnaster's Homecoming", but Talbs
remained to have his muky pest re-hashed time and time again,
Personaliy, I am very fond of Talbot. I rozard hinm as a
sld1fully-ctched charactor, rather old beyond his years - a fine loyal
friend to Tom Merry. I feel that St, Jim's would have been a pocrer
without him, and I remembor with pleasure the early scries in which
he featured. But I alss feol, with the often-recurring storics based
on tho same 3 ot, v have an exauplc of a there beirg overplayed.
It oy view, What's yours?

* ok % ¥
HEHORABLE ROOFWOOD SINGLES

Bv Roger M. Jenkins

The Roolarcod sterdes in the Boys' Friend scldom exceeded 8
ciaptors and vere often much shorter than that,  Consequently single
stories were the exception rather than the rule, the cmphasis being
on series, and therc is no doubt that a sequence of theso shorter
fomied the sound basis of wany o taut and immensely
reacable sories, MNevertheless, there were quite a mmber of Rockuood
stories conplete in themselves, and most of them lived up to the high
ci Ovan Conquest set himself, )
single stories tended to be of a humorvus nature, since 7
or 8 chopters hardly allowed full scops for a complete drama, No, 1206
ertitled "A11 Lovell®s Foult" was a typical offering: Lovell accused
Tubby Iuffin of stezling £1 from the ericket club funds, and it was not
until Dalton was called in that it was realised that Lovell had
nzde a ednple error in avithmetie, and no Doney was missing at all.
Clorence Cuffy was another favourite star character for a short story:
i1 YNo. 1223 Tomsy Dodd had foolishly boasted that the Moderns could
the Classicals even with Cuffy in goal, end he was infuriated
o2 Ids cousin remarked: "It would be false modesty on my part, my
dear fellow, to deny that I am very expert indeed at naughts and
Crosses... but projecting a ball across a field by the impact of a foot
does not appear to me to be a form of activity edequate to my mental
gifts, Jimy Silver was a sportaman, however, and he played Gunner




s s ———— T st
in goal, and the result was a mutually satisfactory draw, the score
being 8 all.

Gunner was also a character around whom a single story was
often written, bub unfortunately stories about Gunner usually failed
+o show Oven Conguest at his best, for some reason or other: for
exanple, in No. 1241 Gumner thought out the brilliant idea of typing
his linos instoad of writing them out by hand, but Mr. Dalton refused
to play ball, A fortnight later Cunner was celebrating the first of
April by inviting the whole form tothe tuckshop for a feed, and then
rominding them of the date when they got there. Instead of the expect-
ed roors of laushter there was only an cmincus silence, breken by a
faint exclanation from Tubby Muffin "No spread?"  Gumner may well have
been a pojpular character with younger readers, but most collectors
usually find him a tirescme bore with no redeening features and no
sophisticated hangers—on like Potter and Greene without whon Colex
would have been a bore himself, instead of one of the most successful
of Charles Hemilton's creations. In fairness to Gumner it must be
stated that there was a very amusing series written around hin when he
mistakenly thought that Mr, Dalton's brother was a tramp.

Lovell had pany bright ideas during the course of his carcer,
but none von such universal acclaim as his idea for a crid in No. 1138.
It was a circular piece of cardboard attached to the inside of the
sleeve by elastic: when shaken down it could be concealed in the palm
of the hand, and vhen the naster was suspicious it could be alloved
to suring back, Unfortunately Tubby Muffin's card got stuck up his
sleeve, and lMr. ton became suspicious as Tubby stood up in class vio
lently shoking his am instead of construing, The form-mostexr
renarked: "A very ingenious device Muffin, quite an improvement on a
device kmown to me twenty years ago. I used only a bootlace." Despite
this commendation, however, Mr. Dalton felt regretfully obliged to
cane everycne concerned, Much more successful was "Lovell's Revonge"
in No, 1244, Having fallen foul of Mr. Greely who was much given to
lecturing juniors on deportment, Lovell planned for two instructors
to give lessons to Mr, Greely. In a delightful scene the second
instructor told the flubbergasted fifth-form master: "It is nover too
lote to mend, I have had one pupil, Sir, of a more advanced age than
your own — a war profiteer, Sir, whose manners were, I regret to say,
unspeakable, infinitely inferior t¢ your own, my dear Sir, but in a
single tern at my establishment the chonge was amazing. I made him,
Sir, into a gentleman, I have not the slightest doubt I shall be able
to do as much for you, Mr, Greely!" There was no doubt, that on this
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occasion as least, Lovell had succecded in scoring.

Tubby Muffin was enother popular subject for single story
plots, In Mo, 1245 ho raffled o hendsome new cricket bat and spent
the proceeds at Sergoant Kettle's. Lovell was congratulating himself
wpen being the lucky wimmer when the men fron the shop arrived to ro-
clein it on tho sordid grounds that it hod not been paid for. Muffin
slumbed the lowest depths of dishonesty, however, when he picted up a
cheque for £10 made payeble to the bearer, and was arrested when trying
o cash it at the bauk at Rockham, Dr, Chisholm had quite an exciting
ofternoon in No. 1066 going to the police station to bail him out.
Heverthcless, despite all his misdeeds, Tubby Muffin at his worst never
bocame too detestable as his counterpart at St, Jin's, Baggy Trinmble,
Tt i also vleasant to be able fo record that it was Tubby Muffin who
had the he of featuring in the last two Rockwood stories to be
written for tho Joys! Friend Nos. 1297 and 1298, In the first one,
entitled "Mioney Taliss", he was the lucky reecipicnt of a cheque for
£50, on the strength of which he incurred several debts, It was only
when Pocle and Co., were piecing together his IOUs that they discovered
that they were writton on the back of an interesting letter which ran
as follows: "Dear Reginald, — I have no objection to helping you to
keep your ond up, as you term if, amorg tho wealthior boys at your
school., I enclosc a cheque for £50. You will be extromely careful
not to lot it pass out of your hands, s, of course, it could not be
net et the barlc if prosented there. As soon as it is known that you
have such a cheque, your hoadmaster will, of course, take it from you
and roturn it to me. No harm will be done, and you will be able to
peke the impression you desire, Your affectionate uncle, M. Muffin."
Ir the last story of all, "Tubby the Protector", he was instrumental
in saving Jimmy Silver from a plot by Pocle and Gower, and so the
Rodiowood atorics were brought to a satisfactery conclusion in a mamner
which loft the reeder with not wholly unfavourable memories of Tubby
Fuffin,

If most Rodkwood singlc storics were of a humgrous nature, there
were noverthcloss, a fow which managed to present drama in the space
of a fow short chapters. No, 1234 was onc such story, relating how
Carthow in a more than usually spiteful mood burnt Bulkeley's Greck
Prizoc Paper, 4An agrecable study of Dr. Chisholm was preserted in
Mo, 1229 entitled "A Christmas Chase." The Head had been hit by one
of Lovell's snowballs intended for Carthew, and as a punishment the
culprit was sentcnced to spend the Christmas holidays at the school.
Lovell soon tired of his solitary confincment, and decamped - a
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flagrant breach of discipline which caused Dr, Chisholm $o g him,
but in the end the liead proved to be not such a tyrant as he was some-
tines thought to be.  Probably the most famous single Rookirood story
and certainly the longest cne to appear in the Buys' Friend — uas No,
810, the Christmas Double Mumber for 1916, which bore the inposing
title "Jimmy Silver's Christmas P " by Owen Conguest in collabora-
tion with those world famous authors Frank Richards and Mertin Clifford.
£s may bLe inferred fron the title, contingents from Greyfriars and St,
Jin's were present, together with Cousin Phyllis and Cousin Ethel,
Large representative gatherings were all the vogue in those days, but
uvsually there were far too many popular charncters present and
consequently the story was never able to get going. These cbjections
did not apply to Jimmy Silver's Christras Party. The story consisted
of thirteen concise chapters, and the descriptions of the arrivals of
the various guests were not just ormawentation, but contributed a
great deal to the progress of the plot, which dealt with the desertion
of Jimgy Silver's uncle from the army after he had been accused of
theft, and the nystery of the moving penel in Mr, Silver's study, the
mystery being its refusual to move, It was really no nystery to the
reader that the secret passage contaired Private Silver, and the proof
of his imocence rourded off the story in an agreeable fashion,

The variety and dexterity which were dis played in these short
Rocicwood stories are quite remarkable., There was no room for pedding
ir the Boys' Friend nor for little digressions which had ro Teal
bearing on iho plot., All inessentials were ruthlessly discarded, and
yet, paradozically enough, the stories still read as well as, if not
better than, those in contemporary Magnets and Geus. Perhaps the
shortness of the Rockwood stories is the very reason why they aiways
leave the reader like Oliver Twist, asking for more.

* % x »
FIRST THOUGETS ON THE "SCHOOL-FRIEND"
Ly Eric V. Copeman

(The only object of this patchy article is to make somcone
determined to do it properly,

During the first 10 years of ita existence, the Collectors
Digest has provided only three articles on the SCHOOL FRIEHD, that I
kmow of. In the 1948 Annual, Gordon Kirby contributed an article and
in 1950 Eric Fayne reviewed the post war book "Bessie Bunter of Cliff
House", with interesting information on the original Charles Hamilton
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characters included. Then in June 1956, Leonard Pack:an also
contributed an article which futher added to the small storc of data
on Cliff House. However, the fully fledged article by somecne in the
¥now is still badly needed, There are sufficient reasons for it
simply because Charles Hamilton wrote the earliest yarms which launched
the paper and because of the inevitable connections with the Greyfriars
characters in the Magnet yarns prior to 2. 1 School Frierd and after,
Being very keen on practically everything Charles Hamilton wrote I've
always had in mind to sclve the mystery of just how many School Friend
yarns he wrote and, of course, if possible possess them, Up to now
one writer thought the "first dozen or so" were gemuine; the only other
to state a mmber pat it at "definitely" six. It was only in the last
fow months I was able to handle my first School Frierd.

I cbtained 27 cupies of the years 1919=-1921 and & long run of
the maller paged 1927-28 issues, thus discovering the fact of the twe
series, The earlier papers included Nos. 1, 4, 5, 6, 10 and after
reading them I bring the mmber of genwine C.H.'s down to four., Inmy
opinicn No. 4 was the last School-Friend written by C.H, Nos. 1 and 4
are definitely his work, Kos, 5 and 6 definitely not, and I presume
Nos. 2 and 3 are also genuine, I checked the remaining twenty-three ‘
storics and found them not Hamilton as expected, The contragt between
the storics of NHo. 4 end No. 5 must have been detccted, conscicusly or <
unconsciously, by uany readers, for there was nothing subtle about the
suiteiover, Apart from a cursory perusal of the 1927-28 issues I did
not read any further, quite a space of spare time being needed to do it
properly.

I formed opinions, but not having a solid background of reading,
it wouldn't be correct to presume too much. The two Hamiltons I have
are first-rnte - the following show a quick fall off but I showld
imogine that reading week by week for the first few years would have
been entertaining, for sume interssting and controversial characters
put in their appearsnce at different times. The paper must have been
very popular. In a few weels the editor was giving nearly a page (in
some cases a page and a half) for answers to correspondents. These
are revealing and orusing. For instance, quite a few asked questions
about Greyfriars and St, Jim's Schools and the answer in every case
did not mention the school.

(Is Eric in error by saying that Nos, 5 and 6 were not by
Charles Hamilton? As Hamilton himself has said, he wrote the first
gix the work then being handed over to another author as it was




B — s -
consicored he had quite enuugh on his hends.  Perhaps the explanation
iz that his storics were not used consecutively. HL.,

* % %
SOLUTION OF C.D. CROSSWORD lc, 4
£0R058: 1, Miss Prinrose, 10, Tire. 11, Rosc. 12, Routed,

14, Scle. 15, Vide. 16, Wimferd, 20, Lateen, 23 fioses, 24, Being
25, B.P. 25, Porgo. 27, Alsc. 29 (with 19 sercse) The Linit.

30, War. 32, Vonture. 35, Onos. 36, Scap. 38, Era. 39, Curlew Patol
ill: 1, Harvol. 2, Study Ten. 3, Site. 4, Pre, 5, Rodiine,

G, irs, Linble. 7, Roof-tops. 8, Oslo, 9, Scer. 13, OI. 17, 'Im,
18, Disporsal, 19, Leno. 21, Abode. 22, Eight. 27, A heap,

20y Owmer. 29, Trow. 31, Aero. 32, Vic. 33, Nor. 34, Usc. 37, Pa.

The first correet solution came from STANLEY SMITH, 13, PERCY STRET,
I0PK to whon a postel-crder for 5/- has been sent.

L I

"BILLY BUNUER'S BOLT" by Frank Richards. Casscll & Ce. 8/6d.
by GERRY ALLISON

How does he do it? Here we are, once again, back at dear ola
Greyfriars, with yet another grard tale introducing our favourite
schoolboy characters, Every time we say, 'this is the best one yot!,
and then comes one better still!

This is a delightful story, with plenty of Form-roam scencs;
plenty of fun; plenty of everything. Billy Bunter has run awey from
school before, but surely never with so good a reason, Have WE over
met his mother before? Anyway, here is lMrs, Bumter, who really loves
her 'dear Willian', And Billy actually forgets to be selfish when
with her, and has to be told toc go and get his teal

You will be glad to hear that Swithy has a 'fat! part, and
that Mr, Quelch is as true to life ns ever. What a fine person he is,
Yes, I enjoyed every word of this book, and so will you. Once again
I ask, 'How does he do it?' '

Thank you so much Frank Richards, may yur Remington c¢lick on
for ever,

And here's Jack Wood's opinion:

One has got so accustemed to welcoming the "mixture as before, "
because ve like it that way, that it comes as almost a shock to find
that in Billy Bunter's Bolt, the 20th in the Bunter sorios, Frozk
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Richnrds has included a chapter which is very imch ]‘.D‘I the ni

before = and I found it a wholly delightful ivtrusion, The chapter

is that in which Bunter, with a complote disrezwed for his own personal
feelings, arrived home tc sec his sick mether. This chapter, and the
writing of the swrourding details, arc really superb, cnd while the
incidents are unexpected in their relation to Bunter, they arc, because
of the authorts fine characterisation, accepteble and answer those who
nave rocently been asking fur such a fatucus churscter as Bunter could
hove got into Greyfriars in the first plucc. Take the latest cvidence
latest dopths, end couple thar with the earlicr glimpses of an Owl with
a desizc to aclp a fathoer dovm on his luck (Bzelzing up Billy Huntur),
and there is cbviuusly cmerging a Buntor who can justifiably be a
loading chorcetor. Why, in the latost novel, he noarly gets a Lotin
trenslaticn rightl

In short, here we have onc of the most rcudable Bunter
yarns fox yours, ond o perfeet oxanple of how the author makes every
single d\. il hovg together to fors a balanced pattern. Verily, truth
is great o 1 provail a bit! Chapman's illustrations 2dd the
finnl lut:c to a magnotic gom of a popular story.

LIS R R i

£ HE 3955 (contimued fron 123)

1626. Bil"y Bunter's Easter Trip; 1627. Tho Mystory of Blackrock Island;
1628, The iddnapped Hillionnire; 1629, The Secret of the Sca-Cave;
Faclls Luck; 1631, The liystery of Vernon-Swith; 1632. The

B rls Double; 1633, The Perfcct Alibi; 1634. The Kidnapped
Cricketor; 1635, Rough on Mis Rival; 1636, The Rebel of the Remove;
16%7. The Prisoner of the Turret; 1638. A Double in Trouble;

1639. The “reyfricrs Imposter; 1640, The House of Dark Secrcts;

1641, The Plotter; 1642. The Plot that Failed; 1643, The Greyfriars
1644. Ructions on the River; 1645. Six Boys in a Boat; 1646,
to the Reseuc; 1647. Coker Takis Command; 1648. Hystery on

1630

IuIlOS, 1649. Bunter on the Spot; 1650. The Scereet of the "Water
Lilyll-
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FOR SiALE: “Holiday Anmuals" 1924~5-5, Good condition, 15/~ cach plus

Postage 44,
R. GREENW(OD, 63 GRIFFITHS DRIVE, ASHMORE ESTATE, WEDNESFIELD, STAFFS.
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OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB -

LONION SECTION

For about one hour "Cherry Place, Wood Green, became 221 b
Baker Street at the March meeting, held on Sunday 17th. Reason for
this was that Chaiman, Frank Vernon-Lay loaned us the long playing
record of Sherlock Kolmes, Douglas Whiter loaned us the record—player
and Bob Whiter operated the latter, One side was the Charles Mugustus
Hilverton adventure and on the reverse side was "The Final Problem",
This performence was greatly enjoyed by those present and thanks to
those concerned in its presentation, Afterwards Roger Jenkins gave
us one of his "Figures and Letters Puzzles and Bob Whiter was the
winner with the following three members in second place, Frank Vernon—
Lay, Len Paclman and Frank Rutherford. The latter had made the journey
from Bristol bringing up with him his sister Norah. An example of
superb binding of "Collector's Digest" was shown by Norah, jelly good
work indeed, Next came a reading by Len Packman of the George Orwell
essay on old boys' books and our worthy presidents reply. Following
this I gave them an exmination on how many of the 39 Remcve Form at
Greyfriars juniors they could name. Len Paclman named the most, 36,
Bob Whiter and Roger Jenkins got 35, Miss Millicent Lyle had 34 and
Frank from Bristol 31, By the way, the 39 names appeared in "Magnet"
No, 1658, Then camo one of the most enjoyable items, the entries in
our chairuan®s song competition. There were very good and I think
that two of the entries could easily find a place in the columns of
the "C.D." As there may be more entries from overseas, we had ono
from Les Rowley in Japen, the result is still in aboyance, '

Finally a good reading about Sexton Blake by Charlie Wright,
greatly enjoyed by all, Next Meeting fixed for Sunday, April 28th

at Bast Dulwvich, UNCLE BENJAMIN

* * ¥

HORTHERN SECTION MERTING - MARCH 9th, 1957
Practically all the regulars were present to extend a hearty welcome
to Roger Jenkins on the occasion of his anmual visit.
Business wes quicldy diposed of as Roger had two talks to give
us. First came "Memorable Rockwood Singles". That it was full of
interest you will be able to see for yourselves for it appears in this




He followed it with a shrewd study of Jack Drake, that not all
together perfect character fra: the pen of the inimitable Charles
Eenilton, Followed an animated discussion and at the finish a hope
oxpressed that Roger will be with us again a year hence,

Gerry Allison had something for us of course, this time a
crossword, Scme of the clues received a few good-huncured comnents,
but no cross words, Ron Hodgson came out the winner; Stan Smith
ocnpleted it first but he had two errors,

lext Ileeting, A ril 13th, It's the Annual General Neeting
so0 it is imperbant if you want to sack any of the officials you'll
have to atterd to do it}

HERBERT LECHKENBY
Horthern Secticn Correspondent.

* O

MIDLAND CLUB, ~ HMeeting held 25th February, 1957. Room 5, Chamber
of Commerce, lew Street, Birmingham,
Repcrt from Harry Broster, Secretary,

This neeting was auspicicus Ior mmercus recscns, First we
welcaned twe new members. Mr. T.G. Smith and Mr. R. Greemwood, both
subscribers to C.D. and both keen Hamilton fans. Then Ron Dickens
presented the librarian with a whole pile of Sexton Blake libraries.
Wos Boryl pleazed, Then for the first time we were issued with nicely
printed nenbership cards. Whercthey came from and how, is a mystery
kmown orly to the Secretary, but they, like the aforementioned S.B.L.,
cost the club exactly nothing, Business attended to, we sat down to
listen to Ton Porter give one of his famous reading-talks and this was
a S, Jin's classic "The arrival of Errest Levieon to St, Jim's."

Yest Hamilton fons have read of this so called "death" of Lumley-
Lumley, how Leviscn with his usual cunning or cleverness brought him
back from the dead. Quite a change from Feank Richards usual light
hearted thene, but there are cne or two funny chapters, Reedless to
say we all enjoyed it immensely and applauded the reader accordingly.
The next item vas a "Leslie Welch" quiz, with the writer as the "victinm"
and well did the nenbers get their own back on me for "torturing" then
ir the past, Some of the things hurled at ne werestingasand I was |
glad I had to ndce a hurried departure to catch my bus, Norman
Gregery kept the imtersst alive by reading an article from S.P.C,
dealing with that much cxbicised man "Pentolow", The discussion
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wiich naturally followed helped to caie up ansthor intercsting nigits
progracmie,  licwt month Forman takes us riding the range with Buffalo
Bill,
* * *

J=RSEVSIDE BRANCH 0,B,B.C. SUNDAY, 10th MARCH,

A large gathering turned up with great enthusiasm for the first
meeting at our nev address at 11, YNeville Road. We were pleased to
hear that Frank Umrin would be with us once again next month, when, we
understand, he will present us with a new edition of "Down ycu go,

The nonthly quiz wes presented by George Riley. This was his
first attenpt and the writer was flattered that some of his own ideas
on the subject were adopted, Scme novel questions were asked on 01d
Boya! books, and scme of the answers proved that we still have much to
learn about such bools as The Modern Boy, Chums etc., This Quiz was
won by Jim. Valsh, with Jack Morgan and the writer coming seccnd a:d
third,  After tea, an infomnul discussion, led by the Secretary, took
place on the authorship of the St. Fronk's stories. Many intercsting
points were raised on this subject and it wes generally felt by all
presert thot Juck Wood had dealt with this matter very ably in the
Morch Digest. Idbrary business ended the meeting, and we all lodk:
foruard to our next gathering at 11, Neville Road. Date - April
14th, T P.M. Sharp.

NORMAN PRAGNELL
Seeretary, Merseyside Branch, 0.B.B.C.

R R

LRGERTLY WAMTED: to complete run for binding, Sexton Blake Librory,
3rd Series. 25, 26, 27, 30, 46, 47, 51, 52, 58, 71, 80 and 85.

Also the sollowing S.B.L. 3rd Series in very good condition as replace-
ment coples: Yos. 23, 33, 39, 42, 43, 45, 48, 49, 50, 53, 54, 55, 57,
59, 60, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 68, 59, 10, 72, T3, T4, 16, T1, 18, 19, 54,
a7, 88, 89, 90, 95, 97, 108, 111, 112, 130, 132, 133, 134, 140, 143,
149, 150, 151,

Also urgently needed Union Jack 1352. S.B.L. 2nd Series 243 and
good copy of Sexton Blake Anmual Ko, 4

Can you plecsc help? Highest prices given.

VICTCR COLBY, 8, BERESFORD AVENUE, BEVERLY HILIS, N.S.W. AUSTRALIA.

* K * *




NELSON LEE COLUMN

by JiCK 100D
HOSTiM, 328, Stockton Lave, York,
Phone: 25795
* O* X % % ¥
This month Jim Cook has forwarded me some intoresting sentimenta
expressed by o friend with great sincerity, I think they might well
prove of interest to other ardent Leeites, so hers thoy ere:-
MY VISIT TO ST, FRANK'S COLLEGE

Driving down through Bellton on 2 glorious sumer's day

I heard the shouts and laughter of many boys at play,

I stopoed o gentlemon I saw, saying - "Pardon me,

Have I {lLe honour of addressing Melson Lee?"

He spiled and answered "I am" and introduction done

I varked wy cor and stroiled with him in the lovely evening sun.
Scon a stately building with a tower grey and cool

Came into sight: "Is this St, Frank's, the famous public achoul"
I asked; lee nodded, "Come and meet the boys."

S; in wewentand further words werc lost amid the noise
Assenbled in the Triangie were boys of various age,

While oro, in special unifom I learn:d was Tubbs, the Page
Came up to Loe respectfully with n message from the Head.

So Lec excused himsclf to me - abd bid me "go ahoad,"

A nost polite young man appeared -the others called hin Nipper
(T found uron enquiry he was the Remove sidpper).

Ha intreduced me to his clwbs - Pitt, Tregellis-West,

Watson, Glenthorne, Greshom, Brent, Groy and all the rest.

Then we met some others = "rotters" I was told -

Pullusod, Gulliver, Gore-Pzarce, Forrest, bad but bold -

A grubby youngster then appeared with a cage of mice

His nome was Willy Handforth - cheeckiness his vice

Londer :f the Third, with Heath and Lomon, he

Kecps the "fogs" in order with punches hard and free.

We now advanced inside the school, the ommon Room and Hall

The /meient and the Modern Heuse - I camnot mention all,

Llong the "ineient" corridors we walked and pulled up just in time
From Study D a fom emerged, oncased in dust and grime
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Inothor one soon fullowed with a thud thet shock the fleor,
While o third stood in the doorway asking if he wanted more;
I felt alomed, but ¥ipper merely grinned, "let me oxplain
"hatts Church and Mac upon the floor, the chap who's csused their pains
"Is Handforth, he's their biggest cium; in Study D he reigns.
Let aryonc just go for Church of Kac, and he
(014 Hondy) Jmocks 'en out and questicn after, soce?"
De Volerie and Semerton and Fatty Little teo,
Vo saw as we were walking round, and others, quite a few,
Sene fifth ond sixth form chaps appeared, a master in his gowm
Was listoning pebticntly to cre named Williom N. Brownc.
Horace Stevens, Biggloswade and cther seniors cool
lLore introduced and then came up the Captain of the school,
dis neme rs Bdgar Fenton, a youth whose charming smile
Keen, but friendly eyes and frank and easy style
Attracted ne immediately; we chatted for a waile
The Lee came back, and mresently he asked me with a smile
If I would come and meet the Head and have a cup of tea
I murmred I'd be honoured, so Lee escorted me
To Dr, Stafford's study, where I spent a pleasant hour
ind as I rose to go I heard from Ancient Tower M

- .. mellow bell proclaim that it was time for calling over
But as I reachod the old Ledge getes (where I had left my Rover)
Fenton, Nipper, Glenthorne, Handforth and a dozen cther boys
Vere waiting for me there — oh boy! What a surprise
They gave me as a souvenir scme pictures of St. Frank's
snd as I shock each by the hand and tried to veice my thanks
To them, and for the very pleasant evening I had spent
They shouted "come again, sir!" anrd well I knew 'twas meant
I glanced up to the gate, and the motto caught my eye
"Consilio et Animis" - Gadmooks! how right said I
"By Counsel and (by) courage" - St. Frank's has both of these
And bidding Porter Cuttle "'Night" I drove on 'neath the trees
Ti11 Bellton-faded out of sight, but out of mind - ah mel

It never will, not ever will the GOOD OLD "NELSON LEE"
R.E.M.

Poetic licence excuses lapses of memory in so obviously sincere a
tribute to the old school, To forestall the over-critical, Fullwood
had ceased to be a rotter by the time Gresham arrived, not did the
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latter arrive until after the school's expansion to five houses when,
of course, the clock tower was moved from the Ancient to the School
House. Thank you R.E.M. for an interesting "visit".
* * ¥

Those who like to keep in touch with Edwy Searles Brock's latest work
will welcome the appearance of his new novel, The Golden Monkey.
Writton under his psendonym of Victor Gunn, this addition to the
Inspector Cromwell series has "01d Ironsides" in great form in a fast-
moving yorn with a music hall circus background.

Intereciing dedicetion "To Jchn Redman Furtagh of Hastings, New
Zealand, who, a glutton for punishment, has read my stoies for more
years then either of ws care to rerember. Thanks, Juck."

Signature? "B.G." otherwise, of course, Berkeley Gray, Brook's
other psendprym under which he chronicles the adventures of Forwan
Conquest. Even Homer nods!  Juck Murtagh, rcaders of the C.D. do not
need 1o be reminded, is a staunch member of our clan, and especially
a Leeite,

Talking of writer's psendonyms, here are scme of cne of my
own favourite cuthor's, John Creasy - J, J. Maric (Gideon of the Yard)
Gordon Ashc, Michael Halliday and Anthony (The Baron) Farton. Add to
the outpul by these "eutnors", his own storivs of The Toff, Inspector
West, Lr, Palfrey and Dupartuent Z, and it will be scen that Mr. Creascy
is a very busy man, indeed.

CAY ANYONE OBLIGE VITH MAGFETS: 397, 400, 401, 407, 409, 412, 419, 420,
43T, 439, 446, 447, 510, 537, 553, 915, 1045, 1046, 1047, 1089, 1122,
117, 1127, 1132, 1134, 1136, 1162, 1194, 1244, 1245, 1245, 1332, 13357
Your price paid. CHARLES VAN RENEN, BOX 50, UITENHAGE, SOUTH AFRICA.

VANTED: "IAGNETS" (Pre. 1935) "3,0,Ls," SALE OFFERS 9"MAGNETS";
PICTURE SHOW MMWUALS 1937 & 1939, 22/- TWO.
LiMESSOH, 44, BLEAK HILL ROAD, ST. HELENS, LANCS.

", SPORTING OFFER" One Volume C.D. (or equivalent) nicoly bound in
exchange for Two GREYFRIARS 5,0.Ls. (or equivalent). SiTISFiCTION
US3URED.  L.P, ASHLEY, 23 MOUNTJOY, ERIDPORT, DORSET.

Owing to pressure on space, 5,B.L. reviews have had to be held
over, Sorry. (8. L.)
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