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Editor: HERBERT l.tl:KE'.IBY, 
12 Herbert Stre et, 
Hull Road, York 

or 
c/ o YORK DUPLICATiliG SIBVICES, 

12A The Shw.ole s , York. 

DIGEST-
Pr ic e l s , 6d , 

FRo;; PY.GJA1/LI( TO YORK. On February 26t h I had t he pleasure of 
i;;ecting ilr iai1 Holt, British Vice-Consu l, Reykjavi k , Icela.'"¥i, Ile ,:as 
in char eo of a pi.rty of Icelandic officials making a tour of ti:.:.s 
cou..".ltry. llri an is a keen Hamil ton and Nel son Lee enthusiast ,,n~ ,,a 
rod a ver; enjoyab l e evening toget her; the only pit;- was circ wr..st::,sces 
prevented t ho ot1'.,3r York me:nbers j oi ning ir .. Anywzy, that • s 0!'..3 :_, re 
adtlcd t o tile :ong line of me.cbers I have .::iet in the flesh , cJlld another 
i nt er esting fea tur e is that th e tour was arrange d at this end by 
i;i chol ss Throckl!:ortcn of th e Central Offic e of Inf orca ti on, who is 
al oe a m"1!ber of our circle. Rather remarkable irn't it , see ~r,; our 
r.mbcrs are co:!lparati·,ely small ? 

* * * * 
Tl!E"f DID HEEr! To continue on the matter of meetineS , I said las t 
mcnth that Bill Hubbard a".ld Charles Von Renen hoped t o meet ct Port 
Eli zabet h , South Afric a . 1/ell, they did as Charles ' rel a t ed in en 
air l etter . S'lid he: 

"\/ell Herbert 1 ha • s been and gone. The very first til:!e I have 
had the privilege of meeting a real live collect or, Believe we, 110 

had a j oll, good old pow-wow, A8 soon as I had word that hi,, boat 
was due t o dock on Fridey afterno on, I rushed up hane , gath ered up 
rcy family and i n under 45 minutes we were conduct ing him from bis 
boat t o the car . An hour late r we were comf ortably enscoun ced in 
- -·- - ·· - -··· -·-·- - ·-· - - ---------- · -----... ·----- ·-·-· 
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cur lour.go surrounded by stacks of pnpors , So absorbed were we toot 
it t1as not until 3 a. m. that "" decided it """ time Bill was gettir.g 
back to bis boat . " 

As I've said before, I do er.joy rocou.r,ting events like that, 
and soon I hope to meet Bill myoo:..t, 

* * * * 
OH Ifil'.SEYSIIE, In the early hours of !'.aroh 22nd , I set out f.Jr 
Llverpcvl ,lith one of mybrd;hero who wrui retur:u.r.g to Canada, fr r.c a 
JJOlid"<;· at !1a:ie afte r en absence of 29 yevrs. Whcr. I bad bi~ hi!!: 
good-by~, ,:id I start on ,zy return journer . ;,ot very likely! For 
r.eodless "o ssy, I'•;e quite a lot cf fri ends by t oo i·iersoy. That 
goo,\ sport , Fran.'< Caso had cet us at the station t o gi vo us a ha:id 
with t~e lU&,""-""· Xy brother- awe;·, ,,e we::t off to meet John 
Da..-,;lett. ~'hen Fr-.J.k had loft us John took mo off fo r lwich and then 
f ,>r a run throu&'i the famous Mersey Tunnel. Then Don Webs t er came 
alo~ tJ."'l.d ~cortcxi n!e to };orc&ar. Pr-"c.:gnell 1s for tea . iforman SSW" cie 

off :it Lioo Stre et . 
As I settl od dow I thooght over the good til:lo the brother had 

had m.th tho l'cmly am the g:,od tiLo I had had with another band of 
arathe r::i. Pleiasrurt t.'1ou8lits for a long j oUIT,ey. 

* * * * 
c:>::>;:.:; 1~ 1 ~·!01mt. Bill Lufts, our t?er:?ber vho is on i ntia:.ate tems 
11i.i;,1 &' .. i.tors :llid authors past and presen t, is busy on a r.ew series of 
articles under the il:trigui.ng title "Froo I 11fomntion Receiv ed . • 
Hero' s a bit fro. 'l too first instalment: "George Vill i am Wakefield 
,::u, big , thickset and in his early days w'1S a not.:bl e >l:lSteur, heavy 
ueight bomr." iJell tbt would seom t o settle once and for all tho 
story that G. ~;. 'J. wcs a WOC!a?l, vouldn•t it? Look out for the 
firet in.stall.lent next month, 

Yours sincere ly, 

HEi!BERT LFX:KDIBY 

•l!RGEm'LY 'IAli'l'ED'' llugi;et Library Nos. 155, 158 arid 167. 'l'u.fty Series 
Your own price paid . 

ROllYNS , 13 RAFILIEL ROAD, HOVE, 3 , 
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conducted by JOSEP'Jil!E PAC!(l,I.All 

27, A..--chcL:u.e Road, East Dulwich1 London S .E. 22 

I rue ;,l easad to find Tinker playing a slightly i,ore pr o::,j_ncnt 
par t in the S. B.L . issues for }larch; but .!!.1).y do they aba.ys l'.a•,c so 
m.!lIIY fo roi;;n n,ncs and char acters in th e st ori es? Practically overy 
issue is t he sc.:.e fo mula - in regard t o foreign nBliles - ru>:1 I "'" 
beginni.ng to thid c that s o,.ieone at Fleetway House has an obses s i on in 
this direc t i on! It ~ suit some readers , but all with who:a I lkTYe 

discuss ed u e matter are in entire a,,"l'Oement with rue th at it woul<! be 
a r eal treat t o read an S. B. L. without these Gril:lwalds , Wazirs , 
Granzis, Vrru,.·,ru,s, Khrasovs , Chons, Koestlers, Hoffmans, Ort cgo.1, etc. 
etc., - if only fvr a char{,'Cl ! 

I 2D looking forwa.."'CI t o Dr. Huxton Rymer• s reappeara. ·.co in 
April ( "l'JAchr,oint for ~'reason " ) . I only hope I shall not be dis- ­
appointed. 

At the time of preparing the :l!lnuacript for this issue of 
Dl.aki.ar.a t l'.c Ibl·ch C .D. has only just been released, so that your 
lists of 12 fav ourite U. J. st ori es have not yet started t o cmo in . I 
do ask you to let ne have them, all of you , for I 001 sure they ,lill 
prove very interesting and enlightening as t o the popll.arity of certain 
cilarnct ers and stories. 

JOSIE PACKMAli. 

* * * * 
T!Wffi: YOU1 SEXTON BLAKE. 

By l-largaret Cooke . 

I first met Sext on Blake in the Spring of 1919, just after my 
twelth birthley , at a time when cy parents, alanned by czy eai;errnss 
t o rearl any end every book on which I could ley hands however ur.Duit ­
able it might be for a child of my years, had decided t o limit r:ry 
reading to school books , two library books and one snal l book publishe d 
for young people each tteek. 
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While I was exa:llining such books at the news"8"nts, I noticed 
four soall books oalled th e Sexton Blake Library. I bou&ht then, 
liked thoo and have gone on buying then for nesrl,Y thirty-e ight years. 

As a child I l oved the exciting adventures of Blake and Tinker 
wt it 111111 always the stories themselves which held 'llY affection, not 
the charact ers which appeared in them. As a student I found the 
S.B.L' s so fsr l'e!ilOVed fran ey studies that they · never failed to bring 
relaxa t ion ,:hon r,y oind went blank fran overwork, or a problem proved 
difficult . A:t'ter an hour in Blake ' s canpaey I returned to the fray 
with rer:.owed zest . . 

When I became a teache r Blake's attitude t o Tinker and his 
C(I!Jl!On sense ht..'ldling of that yowig man helped ce to understand and 
contro l teen-a,iers in a mixed school . furing the second worl d wsr I 
t aught in n boy ' s Grtll!l!lal' School where the Headmaster discov ered that 
I h'ld a flair for dealing with really naughty boys and turning th""' 
int o good scholars . As a result, boys who had neither interes t nor 
aptitude for r.zy subj ect appeared in my classes at short not ic e, while 
hoodl,.e.ster and rorents sat back t o watch t he rofomation. 

My ta:,1': 110.s not made eey easier by the fact that already 
robelli oua victins considered the change fran nn A to a B class un­
just . The sight of a fomliar cover peeping fro 1:1 a tr:iusers pocket 
and O\ll' co:araon interest in Tinker often helped co to break dom a 
boy' s hostility and gain his confidence so that the cause of his 
rebelli •;n oould be discussed am the boy returned t o his proper s tudie. 

In 1943 I developed a fora of paralysis and it was than that 
I Jwl th e gr,,ate st cause t o bless th e cre ators of Blake and Tinker. 
Their adventures helped me t o for get pain for hours on end. Like !Ir . 
Cope,:,an1s friend , I read the books one after th e other until I S8llk 
int o a tr m,ce-like state irr ,hich pain was bea.rsble. I would be 
intere st ed to know whether he recci;;bered the detai l s of the i ndividual 
tales . I couJ.dn't rmember a single word of any of them. 

When fl'JStration threatened t c SWSClp ce id th bi tt erness , t he 
warn affection and loyalty which existed between Blake and Tinker, the 
quali ti es e,abodied in thei r characters , an:! t hei r fight against evi l 
and injustice helpe d ce t o retain a beli ef in the goodness of man, and 
t herefore , of God. 

Sor,ot:u,es a book or charact er would remind ce of people I had 
met or of incidents in 1'13 own life, aane gay, some sad ard some j ust 
plain cad . Books dealing >Ii th Black Magic, f or inatnnco, remind me 
of a t:wc when I was unfortunate enough to cane into direct contact 
ri th s0t10onc who practiced the art . - -----· -- -- ------- ··· 
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~·ly in 1937 I w~nt t o ru1 u:st - ccast t<JW?l t o teach crnf t uor~:: 

.::u:C. t ook :i rt~ in a host el f or girls whil e I l oJl::od r,Jur..C. fer nri·,a.t.o 
l od,;lr.e,-o. The place was cosy , th.) fve,d good, and t he other rcs i tl.ont3 
fr:. ondly . Ti1c rul e in su~ 1 pl aces is thn t li g:;t s oust be out by 10. 30 
c.n:i :>ftor tllct t:i.t:o th e hou3c was still uni quie t. On tho sec ond ni~t 
of cy li i'c th.ore ! t1ol:c fro :1 3 d.::<.:p, drea!:!lcss sl ee p t J c Y.pcrior.cc m1 

over ir.cri ~:-.si~<, t crrc:r of so.:1e c!!)t1r:iac!ling evil nsa-inst ;r!-o.ich I had :10 
do:enc c ooco.ttso I co,J.d not reeve. 11y body ·ovuld net obey cy 11ill . 
At t; 10 L::._ent · .. ·i.i.en this e,..-;..J. presence Yas so cl ose to ::1e that I 
ex!)Ccte d t o be tou~hed by it , :leavy- sol ed shoes cla.t tcred •.,n baro 
bcm"d::; ~d a 5ilve r-t oned bell spoke once - then three tir.cs , t o :YJ 
f ol l o\:cd by t;1.e quavering sot.mi of ol d voices che.ntinc p1·:1yers . 'i'ho 
evil :i.100. s~~C.tcnly , the ~~Cftphere k·s t its i r.tt:?r..se col dness , ruld I 
oculd :-.eve freely . 

~:~ s,i .:~ t:lil'l(; heppened several tin es duri~.g th e nort fort ­
!'..i{;ht, ru.::ayn at the aur:::e ti.::o and the bel l sounded deliv era!:co each 
ti: :e . Them I received t-no l et ters by the sane post. Ono ca;:::e fro !'J u 
1.;ediu:: in lo,:ioheste r ,mo said that she had been hcldi!l(; a trui: ·.x,t 
seance wi1en tl10 trtt .:i)Ot h;id given oy name and east -coust add.res~ ar~ 
as.L:ed her to t;rl:'!l CJe of du1i.ger. She did ~ t seer: to r"'.r.ov wl:.at ti .a 
danger 1ms or t o have a:fJ/f real interest i n the :::atter. 

The ot !1er was an air-z:6.il letter frm s . Ac:erica , f:roc n r..:.:m 
who ::mid definitely: "Le:.ve that house - tM ~ rl in the r£xt ro ~?!I is 
dob1.Jlir>'6 in 3lnck !1o,_-;ic. " l!e desc ri bed the house , th e position of ,:~· 
r oe.., and hers , have a <ieto.ilcd dosc r ipti c•n of th e gi rl and sai d ti:Ult 
ti, ~ be ll ;ias "' ' al tar bell in the chapel of the house next door ::!1ich 
h..'ld been n Catholic Orphana.,.., but """ no" a ho;oe for elde r ly lllll ::J . 

ily i>cdroon wall 1·ms al so the al t nr wall of the ch3_;.<ll. He gave ::ie 
sme practical advice which I nearly i gnored because I did not believe 
in the o::i3tor .co of Dl aci: Hagie, but which proved helpful on tho few 
rc,;:ai::iJl8 nights of :zy stey , I couldn ' t leave t hat house quickly 
oz:cueh! : 

lluri..'16 tho lost fourteen years lfhencver r:ry fight for heal th 
h.'.18 scened hopeless , ;,hen cy life appeared t o be a succession of 
bogir.rti:ncs which uould never o.chieve BIJ.Y useful end, odd words of 
advic o gi.•:cn by Blake t o ot her characters have encouraged r.:c t o oako 
one more effo rt. 

fa-. II. Hawn.rd BC!ker helped""' t o conquer my worst peri od o:f 
depre s si on, by uri ting ")'.an is never l ost , as long as he fiehts - as 
l ong ~.s he str.ir.s and struggles - us l ofl8 as he beats upwards to t ho 
li ght - t hcP:7_in the _endL he ' ll win . " (S.B,!,. No~ "ThL~._Q_ -
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vlake Cirel c nnd t o now friends \lithin its r::inka, Friendship i:c::ns 
much to t hose whc, like myself , arc ;tOI'O or 11,;ss houoc bound. 

F:,r thi rt:,r-ci(lht yoors cf o,itortru.n:,cnt , help and enc~ur.i,:;e­
r:<:nt, I ""o' "Tl=.x you , Sexton BJ.nke. Long ::..7 you li-:e , " 

* * * * * 
A!:<Yl'HBR MYSI'illY SCL'/ED 

B;y. W .O.G. Loft s 

Oao of ti1e moot :zystorlous of Blake mi. tors , until now en­
Z.:!.l"OudeC. in d.trkncc3, io tlandck Jardino . 

~farri.~ Ja..-rtiir~ ',ll"Ote hi s first Bllb{e sto:{' , entitled ''TM 
Great :t.c:pin/; ,,:,c!,;;:y" (S .B.L. 2nd Serioo , l(o, 325/ in March 1932, 
n."\d hes ''°" wri!tcn 32 sto ries in all ; 23 i n th e sec , nd seri es ( tc 
ia.c: ucie or.o re ~rint) and 9 in the third sories , the last being tfo. 332 
•11i'he Piddle of tho Creon Cyli.ndor" in furch , 1955 . 

::ow, al.tho-~ I have been able to meet cany Blake authors , end 
cl.so odit or3 of the past o.nd hove asked thoo about War .rick Jardin • , 
nono of thc::l have ha~ e..v idea '"' to his r eal identity . A short whil e 
r~ , howovur, it 1.-as icy pl.ci'.lSUl"O to !ilcot a f om or edit or of the 11Dc-tc~!:i·1e ;/eo./.ly' 1

, 11r. J. Hwit, and. in c onversation he revoal od to 
me toot lforuick Jardine w:is, in fact, a pon-n::,me used by FRANCIS 
::.11.Rm:ar~, sen of the late Sydney Warwick, a f!'II:lous writ e:- of the 
•t wenties .iho died nt the ripe old age of 83 in 1953 at Torqucy. 

In tho ;·cers 1922-25 Francis , i n collnbora ti on vith hio fat hP~, 
wrote st ories fer "rluck 11

; they also wrot e for the "Penny Popular", 
nnd during tho yc::.r 1924 a ser ial in the "Magnet " onti tl ed "Shonrnod 
Gold " w~ also \trittcn. by them. So good w:;.3 their work that s ooe of 
t: :o st o::-ics wore J.etor reprinted in the "Boys Friend Library . " 

f'l-:_-_'\Cis t;ur.r.t.ck i s the crcntor of Cliff Gordon , ;.·ho he 
fc:itu rcd in ..i. m.unbcr of storioo ; he bns l'llso writt en e>..-tensiv e ly f or 
t he w...imcn'a pc.pcrs~ 

One of our own contributors , Eric Copco:.an, says thi s of \larwick 
J'-'l'dinc: "I fir.d his work p.,rticu l arl y good r e::di ng, nnd his Blake is 
very true t o char:lctor . Ilis subsidiary ch:u-!:cters are very cleve rly 
dr~wn cmd he lllis a fru,ciroting wcy of io:pfonting each on yoo:r moo,ory 
by ocmesl.i.;ht perculillri ty . " Miley roadorn lli ll , I am sure , concur 
with Eri c . 

Shortly o.ft er leaving Mr. Hunt (fran whcc I obt ained n lot of 
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in:fo:rmo.tion ~r}~ch I hor,o to revenl o.t o. l eter d:ite) I m.et Mr. i1. 
11?::ard B.."ker. In gene:·c.1 convcrsn tio n he mont::.~ned thllt Frmcis 
lfo.ruick had recently been to see him in r egard t o ll1'i ting n ne,i Blake 
yam , wid :d.thout wio• prompting frcm ""' he conf i med the fact t i1:it 
Jlll'dir .o wns l!nrtdck , 

Hou strange th.:!t a man shro uded i n mystery fo r over ti,cnty.. 
five yenrs should have his real nruoo rev e:ll.ed :ind cotlfirr.ed all in tho 
s~co of twenty- fiv e minutes ! 

* * * * * 
l!OIT'S YO<JR MEMORY? (Ho. 4) by E. v. comwi 

~,c scene described in t his article appealed vividly to co 
when I first i·cad it , I like t o know that . Blalro i s in a "t0ueh spot" 
h:iJ:lsel!' because then I can sit back and enjoy it aa he skilfully 
e}:tri.c~tcs hil!iself . 

'l'hc problcr.; is simple enough . What you have to do i s iden t ify 
bot:, tl:e sto1-y and the author and , if possib l e, the date of fA!blic:, t i en . 
It rs all for your mm &'IUSement, but it can be interesting. Ti10 correc t 
answer llill be prin t ed next month. Ready? Then here goes : 

TE.',S:;R !10, ! 
It ,res a mid-wa;r halt for the poor disillusi oned llhi to on hi s 

domnrar1 j ourn<l'J from !ll'l Wlderpaid job i n the office of a PortuGi ese 
L:erch.ant to a bug--infest ed crazy shack upon the beach, and a hopeless 
w1ticiooti cn of the t ()l:lorrow which never came. The street had roore 
t hnn its share of cien l ike these - vagrants and drifters and nlcoho li cs 
w1d th ei r col!lings a.'1d goings occasioned no r ecark . So on this day no 
one lo oked twica at the 11hi te man who stumbled al ong . 

Ila was just anot her broken-down piece of humanity; ju.st an­
other lur.,p of human litter upon the surface of an African se::, His 
head swung at the end of his brow di rt -grimed neck, and his eye s .rere 
vacant and staring , As he scuffled along the st r eet , his broken shoes 
m.'.lde a flappir.g sound and puffed up •he dust , and the sole of or.e of 
th em doubled back upon itself ar.d threatened to cake him fall headlong , 

He cursed and he lashed out with t he offending sh oe , r.r.d he 
teeter ed unsteadily - then he pl unged on again , As he lurch ed along , 
his teeth showed like yellowed graves t ones in the great vacant O of 
his mouth, Ha looked very drunk , 

He was bi g - t all and orr.ed - and t here had been a tima when 
his skin had seemed to be stre t ched t o t he limi t t o cont ain t ho hard -
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had 11alkod er ect , and his obvious atl'll~ and superi or intolligcnco 
had r:iarkod hio down aa a can to be reckoned vi tb. T!w,re had been n 
tilae - but tb.'.lt waa in the do,:d pas t . 

How the flesh aew .ed t o lu:ing upor. ti1e rr ...... ork of his bonos . 
i!e stae.iered , l urched and shal:lbled , and his s!tln was like a cut- price 
scit - lUO!'Y and lllis- shapen . Once his s!dn had been cle an and c lear . !low it 1.-e.s bl otched Iii th grey , and t ouched Iii th th e faint bloom of 
~'1)10 . 

!le lo cked liloo a can 11ho was uai foli,ig on the brir.l!: of 
elcoholic pois oni ng , •••.•..• 

Ar.d ,..,t his ll.31'.lO had once rung l'llund the capita.l s ~f Euro;,o, 
he had boo.t listed with t oo great once , and he vculd be again . 

Ilia nei:,e was Soxton Blake . 
l'!oll, hou did Blnke get into ouch a situa ti on? I f you read 

t:1 ~ et?ry ;·ou111 k.icr,. If you read t he story , t oo, yoo won't !i&.vo 
forgott en it . Remernbor ? 

CLUE: At tJ-.o til:,e of writlllB tr.is article , the auth.or i s 
contributing Bloke sto ri es under two 1-..i:es and has in t roducod 
ct.:.rac':ers u.cicJ1 have rc.ised considerable ccmnent and co~trovel"S"J. 

Al!Sl!ER TO !!E F\JBLISi!ED llEXT l:Ot'Til. 

• * • • * * 
J.re•:er t o Teaser No, 3 (March , 1957 C.D. ) 

Tho ;,Titer of ti,o st ory .,,.,, G1IYil EV.ANS, and the t itle of the 
ya.-i, wan 'i'£ :.SE OF 'i"dE CRIMSON CONJUROR and it appeared firs t in 
S,D,L. i!o. 171 in 1S2~ and was reprint ed in No. 723 in 1940. 

Ho """ the creator of Splash Page, Ruff Ha.,son , King Karl, l:isn Deat!:, The Sbac!ov Club , etc . 
Re~ent articles in the C.D. cor.oerning Gywn h'vans were writte n 

by Bill lr.fts (C,D.90) ar.d Zer bert lB~onby (C. D. 94) 
Tt.e "special type of Bl ake Story " vns the alweys-enjoyed Gvyn 

Evlll'.s Chriatt:BS yarn . 

!l~ : P3rt two of Eri c Copec;an I s arti cle "On our Selection• is 
Wl.lvoi dnoly held over unt il next raonth, J.P . 

O UU NNll!UlfNIIUUl 'l l UUl•Uuu u n 1 11 1 111 1111111nuuu un 1NU.IUI 

CHA!IGE OF ADffiESS: Plense ncte OON. B, WEBS!'rn'S address is now 
11, HEVILLE ROAD, 11'\TmLOO, LIVERFOOL, 22. 
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FACT AND F,\m•;,sy 

by F. Verr.cn Lav 

Precisely ut 5 p,n . on llovercber 5th, 1871 a giant r ocket so3l'al 

into the air cbave the Cvllege fNC the main qWldrangle . It was tho 

start of a erca t rebell ion and within seconds squibs and cr .,ckers 

wore ex-plo.:1.ir.; all over the Coll ego, in foro-r o0Cl5, studies, cc,1.oon 
i-000.s , pleyir.g fields am domi t ories . Even tho mstora' studies \lore 

not icmuJ,e i'l'a:l jwapit,g crackers t~w in t hrough open llindmm . ~>o 

school ' s cl'-".:!ilion boxer entered the gate-se r geant's lodge , !'orcil> J.y 

eject ed th o =,.-eant , c.ade hie pit his fists up and gave hio a sou.".d 

thl"UShi~, The racquot court was sot ablaze and desks , fon:s ::nd 
flogsilig bloc.lea added to the flar.ies . This Wll8 the Great Rebellio n 

at fiaxlborotlJ-'1 College am its i.l!l:lediate cau&e was the unpop.ilarity 

of the .:;ato- scri;eant wile !tad a down on the boys and like nothing bct1x!r 

tiw1 t o report then, for s•.:caring , breaking bcunds and aey ,>ffe,ico that 

he coulc'. testify e;,,r.uine or otherwise , Only a few doys before tl:o 

entire sch ool had doacended on his lodge , practical ly demolis.'ied it 

aul (;iven hiLl a severe goin,:; over in the process . In consequence tho 

school had been gated and for the f oll owing four days no work: 11as 

done, tho boys broke bounds at every opportu r.i ty ar..d pelt ed a.'ld 

catco.lled tho maste rs. Order was restored when the gati rv; order uas 

a,mul.led but it was a fnlae call. which only laste d until Guy Faukoo 

Day :rhen tho rocket was the signal for open revolt . When order :rao 

finally reotorod the r.:,nks of tho College were sorely depleted by 

i::t'>l osalo o:.pils ion of the ringleadero . 
;,. chl'.reo soc,etimes levelled at our hobby is that the stori~s 

are oft on far -f etched and unrealistic , the pl ots ridicul ous and 

impossible . llhocvcr heard of a school in the backwoods , schoolboys 

don 1t have barri.'tg -outs etc. F.d;,y Searlas Brooks is probably accused 

of this ,iore than most othe r boys I writers and whilst it must be 

adtitted that he has written l!lar\Y a aeries which can only be labelled 

as fant astic , it muat , at the same time , be ackno11ledged that his 

stor ies 1'e:-e less fantastic than the original stories f or adult s from 

1:hich th e ide38 wore deri ved . In no single instance can his storios 

bo described an origini:l . His original ity lay in his writing th e zest 

he suc ceeded in i-:?partine to ti., bizarre happenings and the marve llous 

way he c.res ted the appropriate atmosphere. His fan tasies may be 

roui,hly divided int o two types , the supernatural and the lost race . 

:to<it of his f,cous characters were borrowed - Villill!II Napoleon Brotme 
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and Lord Pippingt on from Wodehouse's ir.i:nortal Smith and Bertie Wooster 
and Umlosi from Rider Haggard I s Umoopa nnd adapted and enl ar ged upon 
in his Oll!l inimitable manner, And the SBl!le with his pl ots . I n the 
eight een hurMOds and early nineteen hundreds the l ost rac e t heoe was 
at its hei ght and a i:erusal of the early Boys' Realms, Friends, ilerolds , 
TTUe Blues etc , , will dis cl ose cowitl ess exa.-:iples mainly derivi ng froo 
!10:;:;,,rd , Verne, l e Queux and oth er masters of this theme in a:lult 
fiction . h oorticular t he theory of nn oi,ening in the Nort h Pole 
loading t o an inner 1<0rld inhabite d by a l o;t race , suggested by sooo 
to be tho descendants of mythical Atlantis, wan s eri ously believed , 
q,ri.te a nunbor of 110rlrn being · I"blished with ..any plaus i bl e argument s , 
Ono ,r!".i.tor , Capt, J ohn Symmes, I"biished a circular st ating the earth 
is co:oposed of f ive hollow spheres , with spaces between each and 
mbi t able upon both convex and concave surfaces . In 1823 he pet iti oned 
Congress for an expedit ion to test his theory and got 25 votes. He 
sur pcsed openini;s at both poles. I nside the openings the cliJ:lat e was· 
:tild and even hot, A monument was erected t o his oemory in Hamil ton , 
Ohio, Then wo have the more r,lausible acc owits of attempt s t o bore 
through th e earth , Jul es Vernos st ory A Journey to t he Centre of the 
Earth, was probably the inspirati on of our own Charles Hamilton' s st ory 
tl» Heart of the World , a story of an expedition t o the centre of the 
eerth , I"blishe d in the !,I. Union Jae..'< in 1898. The supernatural theme 
l>.ad even more predecess ors, I ndeed, in early Victorian Daya, the heyday t 
of t he ~ethi c novel , it was WlUSual for stories not to contain secre t 
passei;es , clonld ng chai ns and ghost ly visitations ad nauseum. Jules 
Vernec Cc,stle of the Carpathians, I"blished in 1900, is very apt with 
its ch:.r,el bells ringing without human aid, flames springing up ir. 
most unlikel y places , met al plates becaning ele ctrified with dire results 
t o the willary mid huge spectral monsters appearing in the sky, In the 
l 5"t ch:lpt e::s all was explained by disc los ing the villiens busily 
connecting el etric batteries to metal plates in flo ors , walls and doors 
a.'ld projec ting the monst ers on to the clouds by means of a huge refl ectcr 
ma,,.,;.c lant ern . 

It has often been said that r eal - life schvolboys couldn ' t and 
wculd!!' t cs:rry on like some of our fav ourites have done from time t o 
t:iJ:le, but my opening paragr aph shows too contrary . And to-day I t hink 
oa.,y of them would be glad t o get th e chance, However, lets turn back 
the cal endar to Easter 1793, and we have the boys of Winchester 
rebelling ovor a stoppage of l eave, They laid in huge stocks of f ood 
and barricaded themselves in, anned with muskets and threatened they 
wculd burn down th e school rather than surren der, Soldi ers were call ed 
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u,;J.y, Ho:iovcr, :1 truce \138 agreed and the barring - out ended , Tho 
pence ir..:o iihort-livcd am fort yei{;ht hours late r the robclli on bro ko 
out :::.fNsh, bnt this ti::c the o.u~horit i cs we.rv pror,arc.-d a.".d it 1:~ oocn 
bro :,cn , !:\ cor.scquencc r.mctically tho unoh sch :,ol ;;as c;q,cllod or had 
rcz!;,01cd , A repost took pl:lco in 1818 Md again t he soldi ers 1<oro 
cnlled out an l foe Riot Act .~ road tc the reb els . After ti:o d:io·o 
bicl ::.r:L'\'.; t.lt.:: ix,:,~n acc ept '-d t..:r-._s of 14deys ho!.ic!~.:;s c.."ld fores .. nid 
ha:c , Jr.it no sooner ha.d they given up than tiloy vore seized by tro 
sol<licl"$ a.r.d ttc rc ~;er~ i;holcsal.c floggings ~ cxpttlsi .Jn.n r.nl ti~ l 
school did r.ot rec over it s pcsi ti on for r.,nny years , Some of the boys 
wl!o were c:-:~cllcd on this occas i on boc-u.:e f a:icus and i ncluded ono Fi.old 
lbrsr-'!l l cr.d -~ Lord Chancell or . J. thi rd \linchector uprising occurred 
in 1848 nr.u li::e th o i'.arlbcrough one bec;an with a huge di s;,l ,zy of firc­
wor1:s. Tho boys barricudcd themselves i n but forgot tho elo ;;cntnry 
r,rcc::.uti cn of layir,e in stocks of food, Missing breu.1<:fast wl'.s r.o·" t oo 
bad., diJ'..:cr 11n3 more difficult , bu tho Bunt~rs of that g,:nercti on CC-J.ld 
not f ::.co tl'.c furth er prospect of r.~ tea ei fut :- an! t he 1'::IVCl t il.:l.'l ~rvcr • 

. .'i.l.l our far:ou!l schools have their tradi t i ens of ut lcf~t Cl .(; 
gre at ::rutill)' and H:uTOw i s no except i on. In 1771 a."l. Etonian """ 
ar pointed !!0<:d:!aste r and t ilis was the signal for a general uprisinc , 
Tl.~ i!cst crs ' c=i~ was seized a.'¥1 burnt on Harren, Ccc:ion, a."!tl t here 
11as cuch ficht ing , Eventually the mast ers aided by t he police 0.'1tl 
mili to.ry JXrCVail ed and some 40% of the Collega 11:is ei th or o,q,cllcd or 
had loft of their own accord , inc luding the Marquis of \lollcslcy, m w 
bett er rcaa: bcrcd ru; the Duk~ of Wellington . 

Posoi;,ly the r.iost fot10us rebellion was that ,+iich occur:'Od :it 
Eton in 1768. It st nrtoc ,rith a c!.isp,te betweon the sixth-fc c':lcro , 
uho ucr c r.cnitcrs , and the assistant caste r s . Tho sixth for..,crs uacd 
t o send ur.,, l o11or fol'J boys they fowld out of precincts , back t o Coll ege 
rut! ccnoidored th·.::i:Jolvcs lll':lune froc being sent back. Tho a.s~is t ant 
L1X3tcr3 th ought otlier wi.sc , and aatt 0rs cane to a head whon a si;..~h­
for.:icr ,,as flo,;i;cd before t he entire sch ool . Tho sixth ca:x: c-.it en 
strik e and tho firth Md fourth ! :, r::is car.ie out in s,.:,path.}·, F::. .ally 
160 boys brcl:e buunds e.r.d r.iarched in a body t o the Marsh 1".n at l!e.in­
enhcad, thr o:,inc; th eir schoolbooks int o the Thnnes on the wf'I{. At 
Mai dcnhe:id, they had a bang up dinne r and the bil l , vhich is still 
proser\'cd , list di.>mer for 160 at 5/- each - £40 , Beer J:2 l s . , Wines 
and Punch £12 13s , 3d. , fires £ 1 and cards 4/-, and in those dzys that 
t ot.:il of £55 18s , 3d , represents an awful amount of grub , By t he next 
r.iorning most of th a:, were reE!t~ir ~~ a.<:.li2.!l and tJ.lQ 
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naj ori.ty marcbcd back t o th e pleying fiel ds Cll'ld sent a deput et i on to 
t he Rend. He insist ed on W1Cond.itional surrender and soc.e of the weak~ 
s)i=its G3-V'0 in , lc:1ding t v gencr..J. breOY.down of the rising : Mru,y t :)ok 
their flogg:i.ngs ui thout o. uumur, but scverci run aw~ · hoo.e, a.mo!lg t t~en 
\:illi""1 Grenville , oft cr,u1J<ls !'r ime Ninister cf Englar.d. He was sent 
back to tho sc.tiool t o t~-ke his f logging o.nd the n ror:1ovcd froo Eton. 

Agmn h.:ivo you ho.1I'd of t he Eva.ns Sc!10cl f or !kys , s ..:.unds 
<iui. t e prosnic , but in fact th e school is loc~tcd :it Sl R.'.lncho Boni to 
nc<l!" !fosa City in Arizona. It ve.s founded in 1902 by z.ir. ll . D. Evar~ , 
1i.h ., of Corobridgc University , and th e first term he h:id three pupils , 
t ile sec ond fi vc Cll'ld from tito third om1!ll'ds n lim i ted nui,:bcr of about 
twelve i\as fixed . The school is a ty pical tfest ern P..o.nch. The sch olatS 
l i ve ruid dross like cowboys and nre t aught shooting , horse - riding, 
las zoi 1;;, crut9ing , broncho-busting nnd sto cx-tying and braooitlg 
cont cstn ~.-ith i)eriodiC.1.l hunting trii::e and c~ilping expedit ions , to the 
no,mt atns . A graduate f rcn this school is no t enderf oot. He can ride 
l iko a cm,boy , t hrow 3 ln.sso o.nd shoot wi. th .:myonc rui.d yet he is ,1 

gcntlc.-acn, rctiliting his YD.le or Harvard bo.ckoround. 
So it will be seen th.ot our auth ors had plenty of cat erial 

upon ;,hic h t o draw, and t1'.,t t he charge of being far - fetched is not a 
t:i."Uc one. 

S;.LE OR EXCH.:.JIGE: HOLIDAY IJ'NU,U.S 1933, 39 , 26 . MAGNE'IS between 
1560 - 16C3. IlOU?ID VOLS. STRiJID 3-9 , 10, 16 (Sherl ock Helmes. ) 
10 R0ul<wood E.F. Green •uns---:--1 Dixon l!owko, I Boys' Fcckot Lib . 
16 s.0.1. Pocket Lib . 
L.F. ,\S,illlY, 23 MOilllTJOY, BIUDroRT, DORSEI'. 

SALE: i\d. GEHS 21, 23, 25, 27 , 281 30 , 36 , 44, 47: 5/ - each . 
1d. PWCK 246, II!PIRE (1st Series) 22: 3/ - each . 
Ck"UMS 81~3 , 1047- 1068 : 7/ - l et . !lo . 1 ' s: Offers wanted f or No. 
1 of BOY$• BEST (1910); SCOl!l'S' STANDARD ( 1910) only one i ssue ; 
Cil!!!P1011 B'; YS I PAPER ( 1913); WORK liND PLAY ( 1914) ; CHlLDREN 'S 
1i1'.iSPAPER ( 1919); ROVERIIIG ( 1924) 
~ : !MGil1'1' 1267, BOP vols 43 , 63. 

ANTHONY BAXER, CHRIST CHURCH VICIJu;GE, B.\fillEI', HERTS. 

* * * 
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HAMILTON_IANA 
co.-npilcd by Herber t Lcekenby. 

I have i.'? hand now two very in t eresting artic l es, one fron a 
Toronto paper and the othe r a len&l;hy one from a Sydney one, which 
contains a most a:.!USi.ng s tory concerning a 11stand - in" Gem and I~--r..ot 
llllthor . They uill be used soon, but thi s ccnt h th e section is confined 
t o sone jol ly gcod contrib utions fro c Cl>l!Ilbers of our o·.m circle. First, 
versatile Eric F'v'fie start i ng a new ar.d provocative se=ie s . 

* * * * 
"Ll:r 1S BE CONTROVERSIAL!" No. 1 

(In thi s new seri es, Eric Fayne t ouches on cert ain :::atters of 
:i.nt crco t to students of th e Hamil ton papers . He gi vos hi s own vi e:: 
superficially . If y o:i will write to h:U!l, expressing your own O,.)i.'lion 
on the topics he discusses , ho will surr:narise readers I vie ws in future 
issuco of the C .D.) 
NO. 1 . REX:IllALD TJ.1ll00' 1 th e Toff. 

Reg:i.1'.ald Te lbot 1·/ilmot , was his correct n= e , th oueh t!iat fact 
seetlS t o mv o been los t i n the ru.sts of time . Ther e can be li t tl e 
doubt that tile first stories of "The Toff" c.1used something of a 
sensation i n their dey . It is possible th!it Talb ot suffe r ed f rom his 
popularity'? The first tu o se ri es about hie, were abs olute l y first ­
class , rut!, seeking t o cash in on the demand fo r Talb ot yarns , could 
it be t hat the Edi t or lest his sense of proporti on? 

For a year or two t here was a glut of t a les of the sch oolboy 
cracksman, and, even i f they bece.me monotonous to acme, those by t ho 
genuine llart in Cl i ff ord were excell ent . Unfortuna t ely , as t illlo 
p..-,:;scd, th e aubstitute writers took a hand, and & su cces sion of 
haclmsyed stories , oft en oozing sent iment, was th e r esult. It ,r.:iz r.ard 
on Talbot , 11ho had "'11lY admirers, and who , qw,te apart from th e "Toff " 
business , was part cf t he backbone of St . Jim ' s. 

It is interesting t o cuse on th e wisdom of edito rial policy , -
and inc idently 1 tha t of the author - over Talbot. That he was a grea t 
fav ou.rite i s certain , but , if it is possib l e to glean a f ew fr a(;lll0nts 
of truth fro m the amazing "Editor's Chats" of th e peri od, it is 
equ.:ll.ly certain th at t here was a large ant i - Talb ot group of read ers . 

--- --· - -- --



·- 100. 
'q 1916 , tho Gm vcs l osing ground t o t he r'"'l;Tlet , - is it possible that 
the defec tion of an a.'lti -T:ilbot group ~· have play od its part? 

r-'Ob.Jbly, fi f teen yc:.rs lat~r, Talbot would have starr ... ci for 
4 tine :,n.d tb::1 d-""O!.)pcd out , i:i the "':3;/ t :".at Dick L.:mkcster, ::m:t!lor 
sc:lool boy cr~ckz::nn, did in th~ ~-~t . Thero uas n r~tur.tl finioh 
to t:10 To.lbot !Jtory i n "The :!ouscr.1...'\Stcr' s Homcc ri r,e", but Tal :~ t 
rc:-.e.ic.ed to have his i::url:;y p,:st rc - ronhcd tir.e cr..d tfae "<,--a.in. 

Por• onal::,Y, I a:-, vcr; fo nd of Tal bot . I r :JJard hill on a 
sld.lful ly-o t chcd chara ct er , r~th cr old bey ?nd his yec...--s - a fine l oyal 
fri ~P.d to ';'a:i Herr/ . I f eel that St . Jin I s would lnv c been o. poorer 
,i.thout hie , ind I rcc:c::1><,r d.th plc:,,; urc t hi> cc.rly sc rie s in which 
he fc ~t:i.."Cd. 3ut ! ::.la~ feel , ,i. th t l:e oft en- recurring st ori es based 
or. ti:0 oc;'lo .:,2.C. plot , :re hi:.vc. 111 o~clf.l:'l '-' of a th~Ei.O !.>cir..g overplayed . 

It 1n ~t:=t cy vi .o"J. What's :,1.,ur.J? 

* * * * 
iwoR..\!lLE ROO;.'\IOOD srmoo 

Bv Rcg~r ll . Jon'.dns 

The Rcokuccd st ori es in tho Boys ' Fri ond s clda:i exceeded 8 i 
c:..1pters cr..ci aero often n:uch short er th:m t in t . Con:,oqucntly s ir.;;l o 
s tori es ,rorc fac e~ce; ti on rath<,r tt.:,., th e rul e , th e cmpll3sis being 
on sorios , !l.nd. there i s no doubt that c. saque:ncc of thcs ~ shorter 
Rook-:cc<i s',or :!.os forucd th o s ound lxlsis of Ula!\}" ~ t aut and imensely 
r ,:.:it...:lblc series . !!ovcrt!lcl-:-so, then, t:cro quite a. 11\.C~r of Rookvood 
s to riea ca:ple :e in thecsel-les , end cos t of t he:, live d up t o th e hlgh 
sto.rd.l-d uhi ci: O.on Conquent set hillself . 

'i'i1e s:i.'l{;l e s t ori es tended t o be of :i huooruus nature , si nce 7 
or 6 cn.optcru il.:mil;t ~loucd full sc ope fo r a c :r-pl e t o dr31".3 . No. 1206 
c:-:titl etl "Lill. Lovel l's Fcult " was a t-.rpical off ering : Lovell ~ccusod 
':ubby :h1fiii 1 of ~t c::li nc ! 1 f rom thiJ cric..::ut c l ui> funds , :ind it '113.S not 
ur.ti:!. ;:,,. Dru.ion ur.s c::.ll od 1'1 tint it was ro"1 ised tha t Lovoll had 
o:uio .l ::ir.plo cITOr in .:irithr:~tic , nnd .D:) co.nay va.s r.dssing at all. 
Cltrenco Cuffy ll:IS an~t her favour it e star cho.ractor f or a short st ory : 
i ~ !!o. 1223 To.ct.w Dodd had foolishly boasted that t ho Moderns could 
teat t: 1e Cl:issi c"13 even with Cuffy in goal , and he wa., i nfuriated 
w:,e:, l:is oousin ::e:uu+.ed: "It would be false modesty on my ;,art , my 
door fellou , t o do!\}' that I aiJ very eY.pert indeed at naughts and 
crosses ••• but projoctin,i: a ooll aoroas o. field by the impact of o. foot 
does oot appear to me to be a fom of act ivity edequ:.te t o my cen t a.l 
gifts." j;;:,zy Silver was a sport sman,_ ho-,over , o.nd he _play ed Gunner . 
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in goal, and tho result was a c:utually satisfactory dr:,w , the sco:ro 
being 8 all. 

Gunner was also a chsracter around wha:i a single sto ry was 
of ta n writt en, but unf ortuna tely st ories about Gunner usually failed 
to shew 011cn Conquest at his bes t , fo r s oir:o reas on or other: f or 
exa:ople , in No. 1241 Gwmer th ought out th e brilliant idea of typing 
his lli.os instead of writing theo out by lk-md, but l'lr. Dal ton refused 
to play bal l . A fortnight l ater Gw>.'ler ,;os cel ebrating the first of 
April by inviting th e whole fo:n:i t otha tuckshop for a fo od, em then 
rooiniing thee of the date >ihen they got there. Inst ead of tho e::poct­
od rrors of lau.:;hte r there ,ias only a.n a:iinous silence , broken by a 
faint excl.O!llltion fron Tubby I1uffin "No spread?" Gunner ;:,,zy well have 
been a popullll' cllarncter with younger readers , but cost collect ors 
i,sually find him n t ir esome bore with no redeeming features rnul. no 
s ophis ticat ed hangers-on like Potter and Greene with out c<ha:i CoJ:eo, 
would have been n bo......, himself , inst ead of one of the cost successful 
of Char l es Hamilton's creati ons. In fairness to Gwmer it i;rust be 
stated that there ,ms a ver; amusing series written around hin ,,non he 
mistakenly tho\l8ht that Mr. Dalton ' s brother was a tral!lp . 

Lovell had 1J!1!1Y bright id eas durina the course of his c= <>r , 
but none ,,on such universal acclail:l as hi s idea for n crib in Ila. 1138. 
It ,res a oircul::ir picco of cardboard nttach<>d t o the inside of th o 
sleeve by elastic: when sh:,kcn down it could be concealed in tho palm 
of t he hand, om uhon the r.;aster vns suspicious it could be cllmrod 
t o spring back , Unfortunat ely Tubby Muffin ' s card got stuck up his 
sl eeve, ond Hr , Dalton bocnme suspicious ns Tubby stood up i n cl cs s via 
l cntly shokiz,.g his = instead cf construiP.g. The fom -m:istm.­
rcn::irked: "A very ingenious device Muffin, quite an improvement on ::i 

device kno;;n to ne henty ye!ll'S ago. I used only n bootlace," Despite 
this cocsr,oron ti on, hmroVer, Hr. Dal t on felt regretfu l ly obliged to 
cane everyone concerned. !·luch more succ essful was 11Lovell ' s Revonge:11 

in Ila; 1244. illlving fall en fou1 of Mr. Greely who w!lB much given to 
l ecturing juniors on doparment , Lovell pl anned for two instruct ors 
t o give l essons t o Mr. Greely , In a delightful scene the socord 
instructor t ol d the fl abbergasted fifth - fem mast er : "I t is nev er too · 
l.'.tte to mend, I have had one l"Pil, Sir, of a more advanced ago than 
your own - a war profiteer, Sir , whose manners were , I regret t o scy , 
unspeakable , infinite],Y" inf eri or t o your own, 'Cl/I dear Sir, but in a · 

single to= at my establishment the chrulge was aoaz ing . I l!l!lde hiJn, 
Sir , int o a gent l eman, I have not the slightest doubt I shall bo able 
t o do as wch for you, Mr. Greel,)'"!" There was no doubt, tho~ 
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ocCWon as lo::1St, Lovell h.,,d succecdc...d i n scoring . 

'i'ubby lhlf in HO-'J ooothcr popul.u- subject fo r singl e s t ory 

plots . In llo. 1245 ho rafflod c hcndsooo m· r cricket bnt am spent 

tho proceeds cit Sorgoont Y.cttlc ' a. Lovell 11:,.s congrntulcti"8 hi."3olf 

upon :,ci:J,, th o luc!:y winner when tt .o r..cn froc the shop O...'"!'ivcd to rc.­

clcl.c it on tho sordi d grou.'lds thnt it h"'1 r.ot been paid for. r!uffin 

.;ltr.tbod tho louest depths ~f dishencety , ho>1ever, ,'hen he picked up a 

choquo for £10 C!lldc r-a:;e.blo t o the bcal'llr , and \las arrest ed whon tryille 

to er.sh it e.t the bank at RocklJSD. Dr. Chisho l.r.> had quite an exciting 

oftornoon in ?io. 1066 going t o the police station t o bail him out . 

ila,'Crtl: elcss , despi te all his ::lisdecds , Tubby Muffin at his worst n,;v.:,r 

bcce,."IC tov det est able as his countcrr,art at St . Jil:l ' s , Baggy Trioble , 

It i~ nlso plcasnnt t o be able to rec ord t hat it ·a!l!l Tubby Muffin who 

h:.d th e l,cc,cur or featuring in t ho hst two Rookrooo sto ri es t o be 

written for tl: ~ Joys ' Fri ond llos. 1.297 and 1298, In the first one, 

cd itlcd ·~'.O!!O'J TnLs" , ile "as the l u~ recipi ent of a cheque for 
£50, on tr. a ot rc.ngt:i of whic.'i Is, incurrod several dab ts . It was only 

11hen i'.x lc and Co., were pieci ng t o;icthcr his I OUe that t hoy discovered 

that t!icy \/U'O wri tton on the bac.1< of an intc,rca ti ng let to r which ran 

rui follows : "Do:ir Rogimld , - I have no objecti on t o helping you t o 

bcp your cr,d up, as you tern it , areor.g th o wcnlthier beys at your 
oci:ool . I enclose a choqoo f or £50, You will be .:,xtrcmely caraful 

not to l ot it pass out of your hands, as , of course , i t could not be 

uot at t.oc bru1k i f pr csontod there . As soon as 1 t is known that you 

hnvo such " choquo, your hond:nastor Ifill , of course , take it fra:i you 

C!".d r,;,turr. i t to co. No ham llill be done, am you vill be able to 

ccl:o tho ::i:;ircssion you <iosiro , Your affoctionate uncl e , M. l!uffin . " 

Ir. th o 11'5: sto ry of all , ''l'ubby th o Protecto r ", he was instruc ental 

i r. s:ivini; Jillqy Silv er fr an a plot by Poole and Gower, and so tho 

Rockwood st ori es v~ru broucht to a satis facto ry conclusion in a manner 

1:luch loft tho :reeder ri th not wholly unfavour able c<?:?ori es of Tubby 

f.:uffin , 
If l!lOCt Rook«ood single stories were of a huoorous nature , thor.:, 

wore naverth oloss , a fov which llllll'.B8Cd t o presen t dra,:;a in tho epaco 

~fa fC\; short chapters . No. 1234 vas ono such st ory, relating how 
Carthon in a ooro t l>.211 usually spit eful mood burnt atlk eley ' s Greek 

Priz e ?aper . An ogrcoablo study of Dr. Chisholcl was prcs or,t od in 
lb . 1229 enti tl ed "A Chri.stt.l£\S Chase . " Tho Hood had been hit by one 

o! Lovell ' s snowballs i nte nded for Carthew, and as a p.misllllont t ho 

culpri t vas eontencod t o spend t oo Christoas holi d,-ys a t th o school , 

Lovoll soon ti red of his soli t£UY confinco:ont I an! dccacpc-d - a 

• 
'• 
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1'1"(;1''1..'\t bro s.ch of disci:,lir.c wtd.ch cause d Dr. Chish ollil to p.,ra .!O hil:J, 
but in the end the fiead proved t o be r.ot such a tyrant as ho was saac ­
tilJes th:nrji t to be . !'rooobly t:1e ::iost fe;:ious sing le Rock!<oo<l sto ry 
ar.,1 cerbinJ.y th e lO!'.Ju'"l?St cne t ~ cp;-,ear in t ho 3 oya • Friend - 1:as llo. 
810, tho Cilri cUlaS Double llw ber f or 1916, which bore tho i uposi ng 
t i tl e "Ji.cy Sil ver ' s Christmas Party " by Owen Conquest in collib cra ­
tion lli th those world f omous autr.ors F:,:,.nk Richards a:-.d l'.art in Cliff ord . 
ks r,ey be inferre d f rou the title , conti r.;ients f= Greyfriars end St, 
J i.':!' s were presen t, t ogether with Cousin Phyllis and Cousin Eth el . 
Laree representati •;e gatherings vere all the vogue in those deys 1 but 
llSll8lly there vcre far t oo man,y po:uJ.ar charnct ers pre sant e..'>i 
cor.sequontly the story was never able to get goil\'.! . These objec t ions 
did not aJl)lly to Jmiy Si l ver ' s Chris tmas Party . The s t ocy consis ted 
of t hi rt een coc.cise chapters , and the deo~riptions of the artiv c1s of 
the various guests vere not just orna::enta. ti on, but contri buted n 
~ cat decl to the progress of the pl ot , which deal t 1,-ith the dese rti on 
of Jw.iy Silver ' s ur.cle fro n t he a:rcy nfte r he had been accused of 
theft , n%ld tho czystecy of the i:.oving panel in Mr. Silv er' s study , the 
czystcr1 being i ts refusual. t o move. It was roall7 no r.ystery to the 
rea der t hat the secret pal! S"8" contained Private Silv er , a.'ld th:l proof 
of his i."U'.ocence rounl ed of f the story in an agreeable fnshion . 

The vari ety and dexterity which were dis pl a,yed in th ese ohcrt 
Rooicwood st orie s sre quite re.,:,arl,.able. There wan no room fo r 1,ruJ.ding 
ir. the lloys I Friero nor for litt l e dierossi ons which had r.c real 
bearing on ',~ pl ot . ill inessen ti als ver e nit hlessly discii.rdod , ard 
ye t, p.u-afo:dc ally en0\16!1, the sto ri es s till resd as ,,,11 as , ii' not 
better tlul..,, those i.'1 contoo porary l!a8net s and Geu.s. Per haps the 
short ness of the Rookwood stories is tho very r easo n why th ey a:..·,""3 
loovo the read er like Oli vcr Twist, as ld r.g for more . 

* * * * 
FillSl' T:IOUGm'S ON THE "SCHOOL-FRIEND'' 

by Eri c V. Copc;.an 

(The ouly object of this patchy articl e is to make souo ono 
detemine d t o do it prope rly.) 

~"G the first 10 years of its eri s tence, the Coll ectors 
Digest hos provided only three articl es on th e SCHOOL .FRHlill, that I 
know of . In the 1948 Annual, Gordon Kirby cont ributed an art i cle and 
in 1950 Eric .Fa,yno reviewed the post var book' "Bessi e ainter of Cliff 
Rouse ", with interes ting inf ormati on on the ori ginal Charles llaai1 to n 

- -- - --- -- ---· -
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characters i :ichded , Then in June 1956, Leonard Pacla:;an also 
contributed an articl e which fUthor added t o t he s,all store of data 
on Clif f House . However, t r.e fully fl edged articl e by sooeone in the 
know is st ill badly needed, The:-e are suffi cie nt re as ons for it 
si:lply because Charles ll&rilt on wrot e the earliest yarns which l aunched 
t he J"per and because of the inevitable connect ions with t he Greyfriars 
cheroctars in th e Magnet ya."IlS pri or t o No, 1 School Frier.d and afte r . 
Bein,, very keen on prac ti cally everything Charl es llallilt on wrote I ' ve 
el 1<ays had in oi nd t o solve th e mystery of just how oany School Fri end 
ynrns ho wrote and , of course , if possible poss;,ss th em. Up t o now 
one write r t houg.>it the "first dozen or so" wore genuine ; tha only oth er 
t o state a llUlllber p.it it e.t "defi nit ely " six . I t was or.ly i n the last 
few oonths I •,as abl e t o handle my fir st School Friorxi . 

I obt aine d 27 cvpies cf th e yefil'S 1919-1 921 and a l ong run of 
the s:io.J.lcr paged 1927- 28 issues , t hus disc overi ng th e fa ct of th e two 
sori os. The ecll"licr papers included Nos . 1, 4, 5, 6, 10 and aft er 
rcadi "<, thoo I bring th e !llll>ber of genuine C.H. 'a down t o f 0ur . In my 
opL"lion !lo. 4 ·,as th o l ast School-Fri end writt en by C.H. Nos . 1 and 4 
aro definitely hi s work , lios . 5 and 6 defini tely not, and I presume 
Hos. 2 and 3 aro als o genuine. I checked the NDD.inin& twenty-three 
st or i es a.'ld found th CI! not l!anilt on as expect ed. Tho contrast bet ween 
t he sto ri es of No, 4 onci Ko. 5 must have been det ecte d, consci c,usly or 
unconsci ou3ly , by tl.'ll\Y r eader s , for there was r.ot hing subtle about t he 
s:ri tc :,o-.er. Apart fran a curs ory perusal of t he 1927- 28 issues I did 
not rc ., d 31,:f fu rther , quite a space of spare time being needed to do it 
properly, 

I fo1med opinio ns, but not he.vi,:,g n solid background of readi ng, 
it ucul dn' t be corre ct t o presume t oo much. Tbe t wo Hamiltons I have 
arc fi.-s t -ru t e - the fcH o-,ing show a quick f al l off but I shoul d 
ir.1"6'.ine that r eading week by week fo r the fir s t fe •, yefil'S would have 
been entertaining , for scme in t eres ti ng and cont roversial charac t ers 
put fa their appeare..~ce at di ff er ent times . The paper must have been 
very pop.llar , I n a few weel<l the edit or was giving near l y a page ( in 
sooe c,ses a Jl'l80 and a half) f or answers t o corres pondents. These 
are revealing :md onusi ng. For instan ce , qui t e " few asked questi ons 
about Greyfriaro' and St , Jim ' s Schools and t ho answer in every case 
did not ;;ienti on th e school, 

(I s Eric in err or by sayi ng tha t Nos , 5 and 6 wer e not by 
Charl es llnr.rll ton? As Hamil t on himsel f has said, he wrcte th e f irst 
six t ho work th en being handed over t o !lllother aut hor as it was 



-- -- -·----- --- -- - -1J5 ----------- - - -consiC.orcd ho h.:id qui t o or~vu.gh on his h:lnds. Pvrh.'tpa the o=plar..:itivn is t~t his stories wcro r..ot u:,,cd cvnsa.cutiv.:ly . HL. 

* * * 
eoxmrv;1 OF C. D. CROSS'.IORD 1:0. 4 

~: 1, Hise Prir.rosc . 10 , Tire . 11, Rose . 12, Rcutod . 1~, ~olc . ~5, Vido . 16, ililcf <·rd . 20! L.:it~cn . 231 :: ,ac~ '. 24, Bei ng 2:,1 ., . P. 2o , ?01180. '<!, Also . 29 (with 19 c.cr ossJ The Li.:nit . 50, \far . 32, Vonturo . 35, Onos. 36, Scnp. 38, Era. 39, Cul'l c;, Pnt.'01 :l.)·.r.;: 1, l!fil-, cl . 2, Study Tcr.. 3 , Si te . 4 , Pro . 5, Roo.:d,-..:;. 6, , rs . : .i:Jblc . 7 , Rocf- tvps . 6, Oslo . 9, Scc,r. 13, OI. 17, 11,:: , 18, Dispcr8'Jl . 19 , Leno. 21, Abode. 22, Eight . 27, :.. hen,, . 
2C1 Olmor. 29, Trow. 31, Aol'O . 32, Vic. 33, Nor . 34, Use. ~7, Pa. 
"°ho first correct solution Clll?lC from STAllLEY SMITH, 13, PERCY S'.:'Jt: ET, Y~PX tv ~:!"..":"l ~ postcl-crdcr for 5/ - hiis bovn sent . 

* * * 
"BILLY .SU:?.:l::P.' S BOLT" by Fronk Richards. 

by GERRY ALLISOII 
Cassell a: Cc . a/6d .• 

How does he do it? Here we are , once ngnin , b!lck at dear oltl Grayf rfars, with yot :mother grar.d tale introducing our f avour:'.te schoolboy clur.:icte rs . Every tic:le we SB:f, 1 this is t he best ono yot 1, i:."ld then coacs one better still! 
Thi.:! is n delightf ul s t ory , wit h plen ty of Fom-ro a:i :occncs ; ;,J.o:ity of ftm; plenty of everything . Billy Bunter h:Ls run o.1tcy fran scilool before , but surely never 1o-ith so g;,od a r eason . l!.."Ve wo cvor oet hi3 r.,ot;1er before? Anyway, hero i s Mrs. Bunt er , ,·ho rc clly loves hor I denr tlilliai_ , 1 • And Billy ectunll y forgets t o be selfish 1:hen ,,i :;..>, her , Md ho.:, to be told t o go nm get his t on: 
You will be glad to hco.r that Si.uthy baa a ' f at ' port , and that Mr. Quelch is as true t o life !!II ever . what n f il'lll person he is . Yea, I enjoyed evor-J vcrd of this book, and s o Ifill ycu . Once ago.in I ask , 11!011 does he do it?' 
Thmlk you ~ cuch Frank Richards , ooy :,,ur !leoingt on click on for ov.::!r. 
And hore 1s Jack Wood's opini on: 
One h...'lS got so accus toc ed to welcoci.ng the "mixture ns before , 11 

bee:wse 11e l ike it that wczy, thet i t ca:es :is nl.oos t n shock to finl. 
th at in Billy !miter ' s Dolt~ 20t h in the Bunte~ sori c~ Fr:ink _ 
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Rich.--...:..'ds h:ls includod a ch .. ~pter which is very 2..1.1ch 1:ar the oixture as 
beforo - and I found it a wholly deli t;htful ilstrusi on . The chapte r 
is t lw.t in which Bunter, ~rith .::,. cor.:pl~tc U.srcg:u:d frr his own personal 
t'.;eliI\,"l"S, ru.Tivcd hc:~c tc sec hi s sic!: nether . This c.!.J.pt .:-r, and tho 
m:itinc:; of the s:.u-r~ur..ding detail s , aro really superb, c.n:i whil o thti 
i ncide nts src u."!.e:-:-!;.Jc'tod in thc.:ir rt:1::ti cn tv Bunter , t hey n.rc, because 
of tho o.ut:10:-'n fir.o char:.ct crisati on, accoptc.bl e and a."!.Swcr those who 
h..:lvo r occ:1t ly b"-cn as.':d?lo fvr such :.. f atuous c:1::r~ct ..::r ~ 3u.'1t..:r could 
h:-.vc ;:ot i nt o Groyf rinrs in tho first r,lucc . Tnko too latest evidence 
latest d~!;t]~, t:.r..:i cou,lc thaJ with the oo.rli cr ~li.r..pscs of fil': (ht! with 
~ dcsi:-:. t o :'lclp r:. £::ithor d ·.me n hi s h:::::c (B:.c!:ing up Billy Eunt :;:-), 
a.."'.d t~1cr.:-is ob\i. vU3ly uJ:C:r~'11:g a Bu.>1t, r ·,1ho c;:m jus ti fiubly be .:i 

l~ ~i!"'b c>m-::.ctcr . Why, in t h~ l:1t.::st novel , lK n; :irlJ· gets a. k ':.tin 
trar.3l:i.ti 1.:1 ri :;::t ! 

I :t :;hort , hc1•c W.J have vn~ ::,f the most rcadnble Buntc-r 
yar.i.s f, r yc~s , ..-...nd n i),-'rf0ct cxnr.plc of h.:>1: fr.o author mnkes cvu.ry 
::;in;lc d.:::t:il !:.:-.1;g t :.,gct!.cr t o f or..: 1 balc.ncotl pntte rr.. Verily , truth 
i s cr c::it =.-.a. shr.11 prevail u i.li t ! Ci•-:1fCnn's i llustr ations udd tho 
fir ~ ::. lustrv to n :10enct ic ~ of 1 pcpulcr st ory. 

-!t * * * * 
.-.,.en::? TI?!.LS (contim,ca frve 123) 

1620. ililly !lunter •s Ee.star Trip; 162'7. Tho Mystery of Blnckro ck I s land ; 
1628 . T:1c k:itl~ ppcd hi lli on.!'.irc; 1629 . The Secret vf th e; Sc::1-Cnve ; 
1650 . ?o,,l 1s !,~ck; 1631. Tll<' i;ystory of Ver nen-Se ith ; 1632. Tho 
Eo,~:1: ,· •s Double; 1633 . T'nc Porf ect Alibi; 1634. The Y.idmppcd 
Cl'ickot cr; 1635. Rough on His P.iv'11; 1636. The &,bcl of tile Rci.:ovc ; 
1637. Tho ?-.,i s or.cr cf tho Turr et; 1638. A Doubl e in Trouble ; 
1639. The ":rc:,1):i :-.rs I:.1p0st cr; 1640. 'i1hc Rous,; of Ihrk Svcrcts; 
1641. Tho Plott cs·; 1642. The Pl ot that Fail ed ; 1643. Tho Grcyfri.'.ll'8 
St c::~ll::O'; 1644. Ructi ons on th o River ; 1645. Six Boys in a Boat; 1646 . 
Grcyfr i c.r s to t ilJ Rescue ; 1647. Coker Tn.lc, s Coznr,:ond; 1648. Mystery on 
t he Th:nc s ; 1649. Bunter on th e Spot ; 1650. TJ1c Sccroct of th e "lia t cr 
Lily" ; 

NP. S.i;g: "ilolid.-,y Aruucls" 1924--5--6, Good cc!'ldi ti on, 15/ - cnch plus 
?ost~-c 4d. 
R. GREENWCOD, 63 GRIFFITHS DP.IVE, AS!u"'IORE EST.'.TE, llEI!l!SFIELD, STAFFS. 
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OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
WNIXJII SEX:TIOll 

. Par about one hour "Cherry Place, Wood Green, beClllll8 221 -:, 
Ba.leer Street at the Harch ceeting , held on Sunday 17th. Reason for 
this vas that Chaixmon, Frank Vernon-Le¥ loaned ua the long playing 
record of Sharlock Holmes, Douglas Whiter l oaned us the record- pl.eyer 
and Bob Whiter operated the latt er , Ono aide vas the Charles Jueustua 
Milverton adventure and on the reverse si de was ''The Final Probl Em", 
ThlB perfomance l188 greatly enj oyed by th ose present and thanks to 
thoee concernod in ib preoontati on, Aftervarde Roger Jonkins gave 
WI one of hi s "Figures and Letters Puzzles and Bob llhi ter vas the 
vi.Door vith the following three members in second plac e, Frank Vernon­
Ley, Len Packman and Frank Rutherf ord . The latter had oade the journey 
from Brist ol bri~.gi.nc up vith hiJ!l his sister Norah . An eXlll!lple of 
superb binding of "Collector ' s Digest" vas shown by llorah , j olly Sood 
vork indeed , Next C31tO a reading by Len Peckman of the Ceorge Orwell 
easey on old boys I books and our vGrthy prcsidc!l ts re ply, Following 
this I gave thel!: !lil emimtion on hov many of the 39 Remove Form at 
Greyfri ars jlL"liors they could n:uoo. Len Peckman named the most , 36 , 
Bob \lhit or and Roger J onld.1:s Sot 35, Miss Millice nt Lyle had 34 and 
Pr w.k fran Bristo l 31, By the way, the 39 names a ppeared in "Magnot" 
No, 1658, T"nen caiao one of th e most enjoyable it= , t ho ent rie s in 
our cha.in.:an1s song c:cpo tition . There vere very gwd and I think 
that two of the ent ri.es could easily find a place in t ho columns of 
tho "C,D, " As there nay be more entri es from overs eas , we hsd ona 
fi'on Les Rowley in Japan, the result is still in aboyaoce , · 

Finally a go.Jd r eeding about Sexton Bleka by Charlie Wright , 
greatly enjoyed by all, Next lleoting fixed fo r Sundey, April 28th 
at East IW.llich , UNCLE BF21JAl'llll 

* • * 
!IORrllml! 5mrION }©!rING - MARCH 9th. 1957 

P:ractically all the regulars were present to extend a hearty vel ca:ie 
t o Roger Jenkins on the occasion of his annwil visit , 

Business we.a quicl:ly diposod of as Roger had two talks t o give 
us. First cane "NB:ioroble RooJa;ood Singl es " . That it vas full of 
int ere st you rill be able to see far yourselves fo r it appears in this 
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rn1wbor. 

Ha foll<med it with a s.'1..,oew stuey of Jock Drake, that not all 
togethe r perfect characte r fr'1C the pen of th e iniJ,..i table Charl es 
&-..d.lt on, Foll 011ed an a11ir,ated discussi on and a t t oo I'i nish a hope 
axprcssed tha t Roger 11ill be with us again a yeo:r hence , 

Gerry Allis on J-.ad SOl!lething for us of course, this t ime a 
cros sword , Saoo of th o clu es received a fow good- lnl!lcured can:,.,mts, 
but no cross wol'lis, Ron Hodgson caco out tho winner; Stan Stith 
completed it first but ho had two errors, 

lien i!eeting, A-·ril 13t !,, It' s t he Annual General Meeting 
so it is inpcrta. -,t . i f you \/ant to snck CJ1V of the official s you ' 11 
h.:ive t o atter.d t o do it! 

l!ERllEil·r LECZE!;;JY 
llorthem Sect io n Corres ponien t • 

• • • 
i·lIDLAHD CLUE, - f.!eeti r.g held 25th February , 1957. RoOOI 5, Cha:,ber 

of C= orce , lie" Stree t, Bi ru.ingham, 
Ro.,,crt fr oo !inrry Brost er, Secre t;uy. 

This oeeti ng was auspici cus for Ill.Ir",erou.s reasons. First we 
::cleaned twc new oeobors , Mr, T .G, Smith and Mr. R. Greenwood, bot h 
subJcri bers t o C, D. and both keen l!,imilt on fans . Then Ron Dickens 
presente d the libro.rian 1ri.th a i,hol e pil e of Sext on Bl ake librari es . 
Wo.s kry l ~le:iscd , Then for th o firs t ti.me 11e lfere i ssued >Ii th nicel y 
pr'...i1ted :.,o:ibcrship cords , Wherothey came fran and how, is a cystory 
1010,,n o~.ly t o the Se<'.ret ary, but they , like the aforeoent i oned S .B.L. , 
cost th• cl11h exactly nothing, Busi ness atter.ded t o, lfe snt dow to 
li s~en to >'m Porter give one of his fOl!lous reading - tcl.ks nm this w::is 
n St , J i.n's clnss ie ''The o:rrival of Ernest Levison to St, Ji.I!l1s , " 
Y.cst !!mil t on fons have read of this so called "deat h" cf Lumle-J­
Lu:iloy, hell Levison with his usual cunrJ.ng or c l everness brought hi.cl 
back f'ran th o dead , Quite n change froo Frank Richo:rds usual light 
hcc.rtcd thc.".ic, but th ere axe one or two fwmy chapt er s . Needless t o 
say we al l enj oyed it :i.L..=nsely and applauded th e read er accordiP.gly , 
The next it so uas a "Leslie Welch " quiz , :rit:>1 tho writer as t he "victim" 
and uell did the oeobers get their Olf!l back on mo fo r "t ortur ing " tboo 
i n the past . SCI:le of the thin;,s hurl ed at oo were stizl!'l'sand I ,ms · 
gllld I had . t o ooke a hunied departure to catch oy bus. Noroa.'l 
Gregcry kept t he intere st aliv e by rcadir.g an article from S.P.C, 
doalin.g Iii th tha t auch cil!;icis ed Ll!lll "Pont elow" , Tho discussion 
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,·r.icr. naturally foll cwod hol J""1 to :::.:,Jco up em th or ir.tor oeting nights 
pro.,'!'=o , iic::t :ioi::th Homan t axes ua riding th o ra!lt,"O with lld'fe.l o 
Dill . 

* * * 
f.ERSE"!'S:JE BRA!!CH O. B. B,C . SO!IDAY. 1oth HA.'lCll. 

A lar .,.., gnt hcrina tul"J".ed up with great enthuaia,im fer the fi::ost 
meeting :,t Olll' neu nddress ut 11 , cievill e Rogd, lie were pleased t, 
hear t ha t Fronk Umlin woul d be with ua once "8"in next oonth , when, we 
und.orst'1lld , he rill present us with a new editi on of "Down ycu go", 

The oonthJy quiz """ pr ese nted by George Riley . This was his 
first E.tte.1pt anc. th e ,lri. ter """ fl attered that s ome of hi s own id.ens 
on t he :lUl>je ct wer e adopted , Sate ruvel questi ons were esked on Ol d 
Boys r books , and some of th o answers proved thet we still have =h t o 
learn about such boolos ns The Modern Boy, Chws e tc • , This Quiz """ 
ITOn by Ji; ,,, '1alsh , 1:ith J e.ck Horgan and the writ e r caning sec ond · a:!d 
t hird , .After te n, :m informal discu8si on , led by t he Secre tary, t ook 
pkc o en the authorship of the St. Fr->...nlc' s st ori es . 1'iaey i nteresting 
poin t s were r...ised on t his subjec t and it 1,as generally f e lt by cl l 
pr osor.t t ha t Jeck Wood had deal t with this .,:,att or very ably in t ho 
M,-.rch Digest, Library business ended tt, e meeting , and we nl l l ock 
for.iard t o our next gath ering a t 11, lleville Road. fut e - April 
14th, 7 P .r:. Sharp. 

IIORMAN l'RAC:,,'ELL 

Secretary, Merse ysi de Branch , O,B.B.C , 

L'RGENTLY WAJ!TED: t o canplete run f er binding, Sext on Blake Libr~-:r, 
3rd Series. 25, 26, 211 30, 46 , 47, 51, 52, 58 , 71, 00 am 85 , 
Also th e soll01.-illg S, B,L. 3rd Series in very good condi ti on as rcpl:lco­
ment copi es : Nos. 23 , ;53, 39 , 42, 43 , 45, 48 , 49 , 50, 53 , 54, 55, 57, 
5~~6~~ , M, ~" · ~~~n.~~.u .n, w.~. ~ 
fr!, as, 89, 90 , 95 , 9'1, 100, 111, 112, 130, 132, 133, 1;54, 140, 143, 
149, 150, 151, 
.Uso w:gently needed Union Jack 1;552. S.B.L . 2nd Series 24;5 and 
good copy of Sexton Blake Annual No, 4 
Can you ploc.sc help ? ilienes t prices given. 
VICTOR COLllY, 8, BE.'!ESFORD AVENUE, BEVERLY l!lLIS, N. S .W. AUSTRALIA. 

* * * * * 



by J t,CK ·.rooD 
ll~A\1 1 3281 Stockt on Lm,c , Ycrk . 

fh onc : 25795 

**** ** This conth Jin Ooo.1< h3s forwarded me so:.:c int eres ting scntil!lcnts 
express ed by c.. f1'i.end with great sinc cri ty . I think they eight well 
prJVO of intc rost t o other ardent Loeitcs , so hero th cy e.rc:-

Jl!Y '.'ISIT TO fil. IBJJIJ(I S COLLFX;E 

Drivi1,g do,n thr.:u&. Bell ton en ~ gl ori ous sun,::er ' s dey 
I he:u--d ';he s hcuts '1!ld l aughter of nmzy boys at plcy , 
I sto.,;,ed c (,'Ontl = I saw, scying - "Pn..-don r.ie , 

llllve I the :1onour of addres s ir.g l1elsvn Lee?" 
Ile s,,il ed :md answered "I ::m" and i ntroduc ti on done 
I . .,._,_,ted •ii cer c..'ld st r olled ·,ith hi!!! in th e l ove ly evening sun. 
Soon c st ately bui l diug ui th a t Guer grey and cool 
C::,;ie int o sigh t: "l s this St . Fronk ' s, the fa:i ous p.lblic sch oJl" 
I .::!f'J~cd; Lee nodded , "Come n.,d £Cet the boys ... 
Sc in ue went rurl further words uerc l est ani d the noise 
.Assrobl:?d in t he 11'rianglc wero boys of v.!lrious nge , 
While om , i,: spccicl ur.ifom I leurn,d was 'i'ubbs , t he Page 
C.:t:.10 u~J to Lac respectfull y wit h o. r:1essnu<l'O froo tho Head. 
So Lee excused himself to rte - abd bi d me 11 go ah~ad. 11 

A nont polite young '-111 appcnred - the others call ed hill Nipper 
(I found u,x:n cnqui r; he was the Remove sldppe r ) . 
Ho i ntr cd:,ccd m t o his cJ-ruriis - Pitt , TI"Jec,llis -Wost , 
Watson, Gl c:1t11ornc, Grosh.."'1.1, Brent, GNy at"Jd ::i.l.l the res t . 
Then ·.re c:ot :JOI!lo others - 11rott 1a-rs11 I \·rc.s told -
full:; ood, Gul li ver , Gorc-Plarcc , Forrest, bad but bold -
1, grubby you..,gstcr then ::.ppeurcd ,,i t h a cage of r.iice 
lii ~ J'l:!lc ilC.S Willy lumdforth - choocki.noss hi s vic o 
Lendor .f t ho Third , wit h Heat h ar.d Lction, he 
J:ccris the 11f :.'!gs11 in ordar uit h punch co ho.rd C."ld free. 
\lo now advanced insid e th e sch ool , th e comi:,on Rooci aoo. lbl l 
The Anci ent and th o l!(ldcm House - I connot ,icnti on all , 
J'J. Ong the "Az,.cicnt " Corri dors WO Walked '1M p.lllcd up jus t in t iJ:!O 
FrClll Study D. a . fonn _ Cl!!crgcd, . encased _ in dust and griDo -- -- -- __ 



------ ----- - --- 111 - --
:.n,thcr ol'..o soor. f~llowed with a thud tlu, t shook th o fl oor, 
Vfllilc a t liL-...J. stood in the doon,ey o.skir.g if he wanted i.:oro; 
I fe l t nl=cd , but llippor ::.eroly grinned, "let me oxplai n 
''The>t 1s Chur d1 "'1d Mac u;,on the floo r, th e chap who ' s c~usod their :;,oins 
" ls Hand.forth, he 1s their bi ggest oilll:n; in Study D he r eigns , 
kt neyonc just go far Church of Y.i c, and he 
(Old !fandy) knoclaa 1ec out :md questi on aft er , sne?" 
Do V:'1cri e ond Sooorton ond Fatty Little too , 
Wo saw as '\'iC woro ualking rouro., and ot h'1rs, quit e c few, 
Scoc fifth ;,nd sixt.'1 fom chaps appelll'ed, 11 llllSter in his go1m 
Was li (l!;ccir.g peti cntl y t o cr.c r.'.ll!led William N, Browne. 
Hcro ce Stevens , B~lommdc nnd other seniors cool 
i:cro intro duced and then cru:e up the Capt ain of the school , 
His iiame :rr.s ~ Fenton, a youth whose chami ng B!ai.le 
Keen, but friendly eyes and frank and eo.sy sty l e 
:,ttracted Cle :umnediately; we chatt ed for a whil e 
The Lee =ie back , ani presm tly he asked me with a smil e 
If I ,,ould cOl!le and r.:eet tho Head ond have a cup of tea 
I =nured I'd be honoured, so Lee esc ort ed me 
To !tr, Stafford's stu dy, where I spent a pl easan t h<:ur 
i,nd as I rose to gc I he.'.ll'd fr oo, Ancient Tower I 
_; mellow bell proclaila t:iat it was time fo r calling over 
Bat as I reac hed tt,e old Ledge gates ( where I had lef t my Rover) 
Fenton , Nipp,,r , Glcnthorne , llandfor th and a dozen oth or boys 
Were waiting for me there - oh boy! What a surprise 
';.'hey ga-.o me as a souvenir scoa pic ture s of St , Fra.'lk' s 
;;na as I shook each by the hllnd and tried t o vcice ray tlwll<B 
To thooi, and for the very pleasan t evening I had spent 
T::1ey shouted 11coo.e st,.:iin, sir!" :ind wel l I knew 'twas mewt 
I elance d up to t;ic gat e , and th e mott o ca\l8ht iey eye 
"Consilio et Aniru.a" - Goo.zooks! ho11 right said I 
"ily Counsel and (by) coursgo" - St, Frank ' s has both of these 
And bi dding Porter Cuttl e "'Night" I drove on 1ne11th the tre es 
Till Bell t on-faded out of sight , but out of mind - ah me! 

It =r ~ not ever will th e GOOD OLD "NELSON LEE" 

R. E.M. 

Poetic licenc e excuses lapse s of memory i n so obvi ously s inc ere a 
tribute to t he old school, To forestall the ovel'-Critical, Fullw ood 
had ceas ed t o be a rotte r by the time Gresham arrived, not did the 



112 
lat t er arrive unt il after the school 's expansion to five houses when, 
of course , the clock tower was lilOVed from th o Ancient t o th e School 
House . Than!, you R.E.M. for an i nt eresting "visit". 

* * w 

Those uho lik e t o kee p in t ouch with Edwy Sear l es Brook's lates t wcrk 
will welcome t he appearance of his neu nJVol, Tho Golden Monkey. 
liri tton under his pscndoeym of Vict or Gunn, this nddi ti on t o the 
Ins pector Cromwell ser ie s has "Old Ir onsides" in gre at foro in a fast ­
coving yo.rn llith a music h&ll circUB backgrowu. 

Interec"dng dedic et io n "To John Redmon Murtagh of Hustings , New 
Zealand , who, a glutt on for )'liliahn ent, has r ead my st oies for l!IOre 
years th.nn either of 11s C.:l?"e to rel!:.ember. Tho.nks, Jc1ck.11 

Signeture? "B.G." otherwis e, of course , Berkeley Gray, Brcok's 
other psor.dp,.,"" under which he chr Jnicles the adventures of llonnan 
Conquest . Even Homar nods ! Jack Murta,l:h, read ers of the C. D. do not 
neod t.:, be l'<?Clinded, is a staunch member of our clan, and especia lly 
a Leeite . 

Talking of w::-iter •s psendonyl!IS, here are SCille of one of r:iy 

own fav aurite o.uthor1s, J chn Creasy - J . J . Marie (Gideon cf the Yard) 
Cordon Ashe, ~iiclw.ol Halliday and Anthoey (Tho Baron) ~·orton. Add to 
th e out l" t by th ese "aut hors" , his · own st ori es of The Toff, Inspector 
I/est, !Jr, Pnlfroy and fuparlaent z, and it rill be sc-en that llr. Cro!lBoy 
is a vcrJ busy rr.an, indeed . 

O,\.ij JillYO!lE OllLIGE 1,1TH KW}!ETS: 397, 400, 401, 4Cfl, 409, 412, 419, 420, 
4rT, 439, 1¢6 , 447, 510, 537, 553, 915, 1045, 1046, 1047, 1009, 1122, 
1117, 1127, 1132, 1134, 1136, 1162, 1194, 1244, 1245, 1245, 1332, 1335? 
Your prico paid. Cllt.P.LE:i V.4N RENEN, EOX 50, UITENHAGE, SOIJTll AFRICA. 

\!All'IED: "IIAGNE:l'S" (Pre. 1935) "S.O,Ls. " SALE OFFERS 9"MACN1'rS"; 
PICTURE SJ!O:f ;Jil,lJAIS 1937 & 1939. 22/ - TWO. 
LAilit&iSON, 44, BLE/lK HILL RO,\D, fil'. HELENS, L!JlCS. 

",; SPORTIIIC OFFER" Ono Vollll:lC C. D. (or oquivalen t) nic ely bound in 
ex.:hnngc fer Two GREmL\RS s.o .La. (or oquivalen t ) . SiaISF,-CTIOO 
..S.,URED. L. P. ASl!LEY, 23 MOUllTJOY, BRIDPORT I DOR.,"'ET. 

Owi:,g to pressure on space, S.B,L. reviel/S have had to be held 
over, Sorry. (H. L.) 

YORK DUPLIC,\!l'ING SERVICES, 12A THE SHill!BLES, IORK. Tel: York 25148 
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